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IDEALS.”

The Basis for Secretary Taft’s Praise of Catholic
Church Work In the Philippines.

Secretary of War William H. Taft, in his
canvass for the presidential nomination, is de-
ferring and catering to the religious element to
an extent hardly equaled by any other candi-
date. He is particularly flattering to the Catho-
lic church, and has used the influence of his
office to procure for that church in the Philip-
pines an appropriation by the present Congress
of hundreds of thousands of dollars. He indeed
urged the payment of a much larger sum than
the committee would consent to recommend. In
His speeches he has declared that, “Christianity
and the spread of it is the only basis of our
Mope of civilization,” that “we are dependent
upon Christianity in any hope we may have
-for uplifting the people thrust upon us,” and
applying these statements to the Philippines, he
has paid tribute to the church and its priests
for the work which they have done there. “Their
ideals are- Christian ideals,” he lately told an
audience of ministers.

NOW it has happened that in the year 1900 a
United States Commissioner was appointed to
report upon conditions in the Philippine Islands,
and of that Commission Mr. Taft was president.

Especial attention was given to the relations
of the priesthood to the people, for the Philip-
pines insurrection in progress at the time of the
Spanish-American war was in large part a re-
volt against the “friars” or priests, who, besides
being grasping and morally corrupt, were tools
of the Spanish aristocracy.

The report of the Commission of which Mr.
Taft was President was transmitted to the Uni-
ted States Senate, in response to a resolution,
in a message by William McKinley, Feb. 25,
1901. The testimony had been taken in October
and November, 1900.

It is said that the document is now out of
print, but has been republished in part.* We
qguote some sample testimony.

Interview With Sefior Don Felipe Calderon.

This gentleman testified that he was born in
the Philippine Islands and had lived there
thirty years, practically all of the time in the
city of Manila, where, as he states, “the friar
is_intimately connected with all the social, po-
litical and other life.” He thus testified to their
“uplifting influence’:

Q, What class of society were the friars drawn from
in Spain? .

A." | cannot state of my own knowledge, but quotlng
the friars themselves and Persons who havo travele
extensively in Spain, | should say that they come from
the lowest orders of society; and this is corroborated
by the fact that the matjorlty, if not all of them, when
they first come have not the slightest conception of so-
cial forms oi" etiquette, and it might be said they have
the hair of a dog on them.

Were there not a
friars? .
A. The fact is that they are almost totally uncon-

good many well-educated

s+lmmorullty and Political Grafting of Roman Catho-
lic" Priests in the Philippine Islands. Extracts from
Message of the President of the United States. Trans-
mitted to the Senate February, 1901, by William Mc-
Kinley. Bruco Rogers, Girard, Kan., publisher.

scious of proper social forms. They ac
use indecent expressions in the prese
public to such an extent that | was for,
sion to throw out a friar who was not
cent language, but acting indecently in
my wife.—Page 134.

8. Now, as to the moralit;
had much opportunity to obse

A. Considerable. "From my
spect to their morality in gel
mon thing to see children of
paid an%/ attention to it or i | .
praved had the people becom in this regard that the
women who were the mistre >s of friars really fell
great pride in it and had no_compunction in speaking of
It. So general had this thing become that it may be
said that even now the rule is for a friar to have a mis-
tress and children, and he who has not is the rare ex-
ception, and if it is desired that | give names | could
cite right now 100 children of friars.

Q. In Manila or in the provinces?

A. In Manila and In the provinces. Everywhere.

Q. Are the friars living in the islands still who have
had those ahildren? ) ] .

A. Yes, and | can give their names if necessary,
and | can_give the names of the children, too. Be-
Icgmmrlg with myself, my mother is the daughter of a

rancishan friar. 1 do not dishonor myself by saying
this, because my family begins with myself.

. It was not a general licentiousness on the part
of the friars? . .

A. It was a general licentiousness, because, as |
have said, the exception as _to the rule among the
friars_ was not to have a mistress and be the father
of children by her. The friar who was not mixed up
with a woman in some way or other was like a snow-
bird in summer, but it must be confessed that for the

iriiest youth, with re-
al, it was such a eoo»-
riars that no one ever
ught of it. and so de-

regard. ] ] ]

%. Haw do they compare with the native clergy in.
this matter?

A. To tell the truth, they almost run together, al-
though it must be said that the latter, the native
priests, are not so barefaced about it. They have ascer-
tain fear. But in this regard, they were merely follow-
ing the general rule and the general example, )

%. That would seem to indicate that the immorality
of the friars is not the chief ground of the hostility of
the peogle against them, would it not?

A. That iS not, by any means, because the moral
sense of the whole people here had been absolutely
perverted. So frequent were these infractions of the
moral laws on the part of the friars that really no one
ever cared or took any notice of them; and this ac-

uiescence on the part of the people was imposed upon
them; for woe be unto him who should ever murmur
anything agalnst_ the friars, and even the young Filipina
women had their senses perverted, because when at-
tending school they had often and often seen the friars
come In to speak to their openly avowed daughters,
who often were their owu playmates.—Pages 139-140.

. Now, it seems to me from tha examination that
| have been able to make, from the friars and others,
that the chief ground of hostility against the friars is
because they represent the kingdom of Spain, to most
of the people iu these islands, in all the oppressive
measures that that kingdom adapted in the government
of tho people_hero, .

A. Yes, They were the expression of the most ex-
ag?erated_despotlsm, not of the government of Spain,
but of their own despotism, which_they exercised, using
the name of the_km%dom of Spain, because their sys-
tﬁT was to deceive both Spain and the people.—Page

Interview With Jose Roderigues Infante.

This witness, age 36, is a licentiate of law,
who has lived all his life in the islands, being
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With reference to the taking ot statistics tor
| "he Spanish governmen by the friars, the lol-
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who could barely speak and who were naturally and
must have befen “dniess. come to the confessional and
relate to them everything that the?/ knew of the private
life is their own homes and In places that they might
Q. Wkat do you know about the morality or im-

of the friars? ]
. Too much. 1 have nothing to add to what Sefior
| SkAYti CO Citti OLU0 IDOFO

Q. you ioMMwn a good nuy goung women And
%(I')uf?% \HA%CA who were che reputed d&Ughtors And Honn

IATW?

A 1 have known a great many and now have living
on my estate six children of a friar.

. “Were an the triara ((prlests) licentious?

| believe that they all are. -
Q, Do you that was the ground of hostility
I the friar»?

A. No. air; Caesarism was,
ent upon them. and | may say that even the )
eating was under their supervision. Naturally, their
immorality had a slight influence in the case, but it be-

was depend-

Everythin
process of

|
|
f came ~~ common that it passed unnoticed.—Pages 146-

Q. Vfhai have you to say ot the morality of the na-

- v o
past ten years ‘they have improved somewhat in this live priests as compared with that of the friars?

A. They are about on an even tooting. All the
priests now officiating have the same vices and when
ou take into account that they were purposely kept
rom following their natural bent to obtain an education
by the friars, in order to show the pope, that there was
ilipino, it can be
- seen why they became easy tools of the Spanish priests
and great mimics of them in their loose life. This de-
sign to keep native priests from gammg a good educa-

I tian began in 1872,—Pages 147-148,

Interview With Sefior Nozario Constantino.
Witness was born in the islands, had reached
the age of 58, and lived in Manila:

?. What political functions did the friars discharge
be_ore91896 In the villages in which they were parish
priests?

A. The P_olitical functions that they exercised were
those of ruling the entire country, every authority and
everybody having to be subservient to their caprice.

. Do you know what were the relations between
the heads 0I the Spanish government, and the heads of
the church here? ]

A. Generally speaking, the governor-general had to
keep on the good side of the head of the church here,
for he knew full well that if he should do anythmg
which was displeasing to the archbishop that he ‘woul
last a very short time in the Philippines.

. What were the fees actually collected for the
marriages and_births and burials? =~ Were they oppres-
sive or otherwise? ] ]

A. That depended entirely upon the caprice of the
parish friar and the ability to Bay of the person need-
Ing his services. Many times the latter would have to
pay four times the official schedule.

What was the morality of the friars?

. There was no morality whatever, and the story
of the immorality would take too long to recount. Great
immorality and corruption. (I desire to say here that,
speaking thus frankly about the habits of the priests,
the witnesses would fear that they might be persecut-
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«d by the priests if it should ever get out what they |

were sayin hereg o

Judge Taft: 1 don’t expect to publish it. | expect to
use it to make a report to the commission. ]

Q. Have you Icnown of the children of friars being
about in Bulacan?

A. Yes, sir. About the year 1840 and the year 1850
every friar curate in the province of Bulacan had his
concubine. Dr. Joaquin Gonzales was the son of a
curate of Baliuag, and he bias three sisters here and
another brother, all children of the same friar. We do
not look upon that as a discredit to a man. The mul-
titude of friars who came here from 1876 to 1896 and
1898 were all of the same kind, and to name the num-
ber of children that they have would take up an im-
mense lot of space.

Did not the people become so accustomed to the
relations which the friars had with the women that it
really played verK little part in their hostility to the
friars, assuming that the hostility did exist? .

A. That contributed somewhat to the hostility of
the people, and they carried things in this regard with
a very -high hand, for if the%/ should desire the wife or
daughter of a man, and the husband and father opposed
such advances, they would endeavor to have the man
deported by bringing up false charges of being a fili-
buster or a Mason, and after succeeding in getting rid
of the husband, they would, by foul or fair means, ac-
complish their purposes, and | will cite a case that ac-
tually happened to us. It was the_case of a first cousin
of mine, Dona Soponce, who married a girl from Baliu-
ag and went to live in Agonoy, and there the local friar
curate, who was pursuing his wife, got him the posi-
tion as registrar of'the church in order to have him oc-
cupied in order that he might continue his advances
'with his wife. He was fortunate in this undertaking
and succeeded in getting the wife away from the hus-
band and afterwards had the husband deported to
Puerto Princessa, near Jolo, where he was shot as
an insurgent, and the friar continued to live with the
widow and she bore him children. The friar's name is
Jose Martin, an Augustinian friar.

Q. Is he still in the islands?

A. He was an old man, and he has gone over to
Spain. This was in the year 1891, 1892, or perhaps 1893.

Q. I want to ask you whether the hostility against
the friars is confined to the educated and the better
element among the people? ] o

A. It permeates all classes of _souet)i_, and principal-
ly the lower, for they can do nothing. The upper class,
by reason of their education, can stand them off better
than the lower classes, and this is the reason that the
friars don't want the public to become educated.—
Pages 150-151.

What about the morality of the native priests as
compared with the friars?

A. There is no comparison at all. Even when the
native priest, following in the footsteps of his teacher,
commits abuses and immoralities, he does it less open-
ly or shamelessly than the friar. One of the .great
reasons for the objections to the friar is that the spirit
of union and solidarity which holds their religious com-
munities together prevents punishment from being
visited upon the unworthy.—Page 152.

Interview With Dr. Maximo Viola.

Dr. Maximo Viola, born in the Philippines and
practicing medicine, was educated in Spain,
France, Germany, and Austria. At the time of
giving his testimony the witness was 43 years
of age, and had practiced in Bulacan from 1887
until 1894, when, because of persecution by the
friars, he was driven out of Bulacan and prac-
ticed in Manila until 1899, when he returned to
the province.

Q. ‘What political functions did the friars actually
exercise in your parish? ]
~A. They ‘exercised_ all functions. They were the
lieutenants of the civil guard, the captain of the pueblo,
the Igovernor of the province. To show this, the friar
would always watch the elections, and if any provin-
cial governor or any municipal authority were elected
by the people whom he did not desire to hold office,
he would for subordinate officers appeal to the provin-
cial governor and for these governors to the governor-
general, and state that if these officers who had been
elected were permitted to assume their offices that the
public order would be endangered; because they were
Masons, or any other specious argument would be ad-
vanced so as to make the superior authorities set at
naught the will of the people and appoint whoever
might be thought suitable or friendly to the friar, but
often this was_not necessary, as the friar would so
wield the elections as to get only those to vote who
were his blind followers. He performed the duties of
lieutenant of the civil guard by demanding of every

erson who came to him to be_either married or to
ave a child baptized or for a burial, their cédula; which
he would retain until such a time as the fees were paid,
and then he would report the person whose cédula he
had retained to the lieutenant of the civil guard as be-
ing without a cédula, and he would be jailed until such
time as he could get another cédula. ]

Q. What was the morality of the parish priests?

A. There was no morality. ) )

. What proportion_of the friars do you think vio-
lated their vows of celibacy?

A. 1do not know of a single one of all those | have
known in the province of Bulacan who has not violat-
ed his vow of celibacy. The very, large majority of the
mestizas in the interior are sons of friars.

. Does a hostility exist among the people against
the friars?

A. A great deal. If you were to ask the inhabitants

of the Philippines, one by one, that question, they
would all say the same—that they hated the friars, pé:
cause there is scarcely a person living hete who has not
in one way or another suffered at their hands.
. What is the chief ground of tilgt hostility?
A The despotism agn thp Immorality,
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Q. Are the native priests also loose ih tifeir rela-
tions with Womeh?

A. Many of them, also. From m
perience | think ail the prieSts and friars are on the
same level. | have heVer seen one that was pure. |
don't deny there may be exceptions, but | have not
seen them, The large majority have violated their
voWS Dbt celibacy and chastity. For this reason | be-
lieve that Protestantism will have a very good field
here, for one reason alone, and that is that the Protest-
ant ministers marrI\é_and that will eradifcabe all fear of

i

attacks upon the Filipino familieS bn their part.—
Pages 155-157.

Interview With Dr. T. H. Pardo De Tavera.

Dr. Pardo wks born in Manila and lived there
until 16 years of age; spent twenty years in Eu-
rope pursuing his studies. He said that he had
opportunity to personally know the friars be*
cause he was a student of the University of
Santo Thomas.

~ Q. Have you much personal knowledge of the moral-
ity or immorality of the friars?

A. | ought to draw a distinction, for in the American
sense of the- word, “immorality” embraces several de-
partures from the right path, while in the Filipino
sense it simply meant sexual departures ifbffi morality.
Larceny, robber)(], etc., Were another kind of immoral-
ity. The friars had great notoriety as immoral men in
the Filipino Sense. It was so common that hardly any
notice was taken of it. Some of the younger friars
said it was merely human weakness.

. What was the real g)round for the feeling of
the people against the friars®

A. | have before said that the friars were the sov-
ereigns of the country. They did everything, so that
as the country was dissatisfied with the conditions that
prevailed, with the injustice, persecutions and abuses of
every kind, they hated the friar because they saw in
the friar the responsible head of affairs.—Pages 160-161.

Testimony of Pedro Surano Laktaw,

This native was 47 years of age, had received
his degree as teacher of elementary schools in
Manila, his degree of superior teacher in Sala-
manca, Spain, and his degree as instructor of
normal schools in Madrid. When asked in re-
gard to his knowledge of the friars, he said: “I
think I am in a position to know-more about
them than any other Filipino, because through
my position as teacher | was brought in constant
contact with them.” This is what he testified
regarding their civilizing work:

Q. What do you know as to the morality of the
friars?

A. | have already related in my statement a few
cases, and | would prefer to answer the question by
saying that the details of 'the immorality of the friars
are so base and so indecent that instead of smirching
the friars | would smirch myself by relating them.
When | was a boy of seven years of age,' on the oppo-
site side of the street from my house two ladies lived.
They were Filipinos, and | noticed two little children
there, and | would ask my mother and the servants why
it was that they were C!orettler than we or anybody in
the town, and | was told that the friar would know, and
I learned he had as his mistresses two sisters livin
under one roof, and that these children werd the chil-
dren of either one or both of them; and this was done
Bubllcly, for leaving out the question of his avowed celi-
acy and chastity, he had broken another vow which
would not ﬁermlt any one to marry, a deceased wife’s
sister, and here this man was living with two sisters at'

the same time.

Q. Do you think all the friars were like that? Were
there not some who obeyed their vows and were virtu-
ous and lived pious lives? ]

A. | have already referred to that in my statement,
for I desire to be just under all circumstances. Before
replying further to this question, I should like to com-
plete the answer to the last. In the quarters of a town
farthest removed from the center, the family life is
Burer there. There may be a few cases of concubinage,"

ut there are comparatively very few, while in the cen-
ter of the towns the cases of this kind are very numer-
ous, as are also robbery and other crimes. In a word,
it can be truthfully said that the morality of the Fili-
pino people becomes looser and looser as it nears the
neighborhood of the convent—Pages 163-165.

Interview With Ambrosia Flores.

This man had lived in the islands all his life,
had been an officer in the Spanish army and
later a general in the insurgent army, coming
into contact with the friars in the discharge of
military and civil duties. If their ideals are
Christian ideals, as Mr. Taft says, alas for Chris-
tianity !

Do you know whether there are in these islands

a %reat many descendants of the friars?
. Yes, sir.

2. Is that generally understood?

Yes, sir. .

%. Do you know the persons, and know who their
fathers were? . .

A. | know several sons of friars, but at this moment,
remember one. | can furnish a long list of them.

Q. Do you think the Immorality was general or ngt—?
whether or not With a great many exceptions?

A. Yes, there were exceptions, but they were very
rare.

own personal ex-

Q. What was the ground of the hostility against
the friars? . .

A. The reasons for this hostility were many. In
the first place, the haught%/, overbearing, despotic man-
ner of the friars. Then the question of the haciendas,
because the conditions of their tenantry were very ter-

riblPf  TUpn there Wfts t-he iaot of the fear which he*

set every man, even those who through fear Were near*
est to the friars, that if his eyes should light ilpon hla
wife or his daughter in an envious way that if he flti
not give them up he was lost,

Q. Was the chief reason fol' the feeling of the people
against the friars such as you have stated; that is,
that they represented to the people the oppressive pow-
er Of the Spanish people?

A. Yes, sir; exactl¥.

Q. Do you think that if there were no other rea-
son their great immorality would have made theffi Un-
poKUIar? o . o

. That would be Sufficient for this refisbfi: That
the means Which they U&efi t© carry Out their piirposeis
with respect to WOffieh Were the hiOet grievous afr'd Op-
pressive, If they had merely 'desired a womah hftd
courted her, uothing would have booh said; blit if the
womah declined to allow their &dViihfcfes they hso'd
every effort in their pOWef to compel her hnd het rela-
tives to eucnumfe-

Aft Aiftéricaft Journalist ‘festifiéai

H. Phelps Witniash” borii at Medoc, Canada,
but a citizefi t>f the United States, correspondent
fob thé Century, Atlantic Monthly, Outlook and
other magazines, had spent thirteen months in
the islands and had visited many parts 6f thé
islands and conversed with the .hativfeé by
means of the Spanish language, pfeviduSly &e-
quired in Cuba. Pfacticaily all tné tinte apeftt
by him in the archipelago had been devoted to
a study of the people and their condition. i-iis
conclusions conflict with those of Mr. Taffi

. Did ybU 'talk with thte people Of thiiir seht.imehtd
tO\Avarol Elho(le parish priests uhdteT thte Spanish regime?
. 10-.

Q. What gréUnda did they give,for 'their hostility?

A. Mainly that the priests held them under, Op-
"pressed them, robbed them, and .that thby used their
women and daughters -just ks they, pleased. ]

Q. Did they specify the methods, of oppression?

A. | can nbt tomember distinct instances just now.

Q. Did you hear of instances of deportation through
the agency of the priest? X i

A. Yes; | have heard that nobody Was allowed in
certain sections to go away from the town without the
permit of the friars, aud that the friar often sent him
away, and they Wfere under the thumb of the friar.

H6W "did the friar rob them? )

A. He robbed them in the vicinity of the railroads
by forcing the people to sell their rice to him at the
prices which the friar made, and not allowing thé peo»
pie to send their own products to.the market-.

Q. t\4Vhat did you hear as to the 'morality Ol thé
priests?

A. Nothing that was good, With few hXcep'tlohs.

Brigadier General R. -F- Hugftés, United States
Army.

R. P-. Hughes, colonel in the regular army
of thé United States and general officer of Uni-
ted States volunteers, had been in the islands
for over two years and served as pjovost mar-
shal of Manila for nine months when the city
was first occupied, afterwards serving aS a mili-
tary officer in Leyte, Bohol, Cébi, N'égfos and
Panay. In discussing the attitude of the people
generally towards the friars, the following con-
versation between the general 'and questioner
occurred :

Q. 'Were you able to arrive at a conclusion satisfac-
tory to- yourself as to the cause of the feeling against
the friars? ] )

A. | have been able to arrive at a conclusion as to
some of the causes. Two of them seem to_be cardinal
points, as | understand the people in the Visayas. One
is that they were very apt to corrupt the families of
the parishioners; the other was that they were a very
money-making lot.

Q. "What PO|Itlca| power do you understand, from
talking with the people, that the friars exercise, If any?
I mean actual power?

A. | don't think that they had any, except as they
could bring it to bear through their parishioners—but
that among these people was very great. ]

Q. Were the friars loyal to Spain, or otherwise?

A. | think they were loyal to themselves.
Q. And Spain ‘was their instrument?

A. That is it; Spain was the instrument. They
worked for themselves. .

You have said that they corrupted the families.
You refer to their immorality?

A. Yes. . .

. How much evidence have you had as to the im-
morall\t(y of the friars? ) o )

A._ Yop have to make wide margins in these things,

but it was a very ?eneral_ comlplalnt that they corrupt-
ed the daughters of families. It was very general.

D6 _you know much about the character of the
native priests; first, as to their morality?

A ell, 1 have had to remove one or two because
the congregation said they would not stand it, and to
preserve peace | had them moved away.

2. What was the occasion of their Indignation?

. In some cases women, and in others drunkenness.

Q. On the whole, do you think their tone Is any bet-
ter than that of the friars? o

To be plain, Judge, there Is no morality in them;
not. a particle. They gamble in their convents; the?]/

send for members of their congregation to7gamble wit
them. There is no morality.—Pages 176-177. s

Leading Residents of Aringay, Province of La
Union.

The head men and leading residents of this
town assembléd under the local chief who in-
vited their expressions on_questions propound-
ed by the enmipisnion, Tlwpg n ppi¢ wnanb,



mously expressed themselves in a written state-
ment from which the following is taken:

Q. What was the morality of the friars as parish
priests, etc.? . )

A. The morality of the friars generally left much
to be desired; it was a cause for scandal among their
parishioners—the way in which they broke their vows
of chastity and poverty. This free life of the friars
was so notorious that nothing was hidden from their
parishioners, who had everything before their eyes on
all occasions. We shall cite some cases: They com-
pelled all the spinsters to go up to the convent on Sun-
days and feast days, and there they exhorted them re-
garding matters which were not advisable, and, not
satisfied with this, they advised them to confess fre-

uently, and they relied upon this means to profane
the house of God; and, if they did not secure their dis-
ordered ends, they sought means, even though it were
calumny, to secure the deportation of the fathers of
families, and if the women were married their hus-
bands, as happened to a former captain, Don Miguel
Revollo, and others. To show how far their astuteness
went, there still exist In the convent of this pueblo
two secret stairways, the door being in the form of a
wardrobe, which, when opened, formed means of es-
cape—one communicating with the vault and leading
from the choir of the church to the sacristy, and the
other in the sleeping room of the curate, which, led to
a storehouse which is now used as the office of the lo-
cal ﬁremdent. This was the idea of a friar to carry
out his impure and disordered passions. It can be said
that there were two curates of this Pueblo who were
so cruel and inhuman that even without any reason
they verbally ill-treated whoever had the misfortune
to have anything to do with them, not to say anything of
their servants, sacristans and singers, without respect-
mg the sanctity «of the Place and of religious functions;
wherefore, by reason of our consciences as good Catho-
lics, we cannot but not protest under pain of threaten-
ing the demoralization and corruption of our holy re-
ligion. They abused all kinds of females without dis-
tinction of class or age, and when some of them became
with child they gave them medicine to kill the foetus.
—Page 200.

Jose Templo.

Jose Templo, a native and resident of the city
of Lipa, in the province of Batangas, a landed
proprietor and agriculturist, frames for himself
and in representation of the said city, answers
to questions from which the following transla-
tions are taken:

. How -much personal opportunity had you before
1896 to observe the relations existing between the friars
and the people of their parishes in a religious, in a so-
cial, and in a political way? ] )

A. As regards the religious relations, the friar-cur-
ates, if they had a coadjutor or coadjutors, did hardl
anything in their parishes except to confess a few peni-
tents outside of the Lenten season, if they were so dis-
posed; the administering of the other sacraments, a
great part of the penitents, and also _of the preaching,

eing performed by the coadjutors. The practical acts
of the friars with ‘respect to religion were not respon-
sive to their pious calling of missionaries and teach-
ers of the native® The?é ought rather to be called
the corrupters of youth. For this reason in the admin-
istration of the sacraments they exercised only the
penitential, as in these they experienced delights and
leasures through their shameless and incredible so-
icitations. In Lenten time, which was the period when
the country folk came in to confess, the parish friar
would give strict orders to tho scribes of the church
to the end that in the distribution or_giving out of the
certificates to the penitents among himself and the co-
adjutors, they should- give him the young unmarried
country women and servant penitents, whom_he obscene-
ly solicited through words and manipulations in the
confessional, which they alwah/s had cornered and
buried in the darkest part of the church. Is a proof
of this desired as clear as the light of mid-day? Here
are the thousands of solicited females, of which I have
some examples in my house, ready to depose if neces-
sary in accordance with what is here denounced.

. Q. What do you think is the chief ground for hos-
tility to the friars as parish priests?

A. The abuses, tyrannies, and countless immoralities
committed safely, synthe'tlzed in the facts recorded und
in many others 'no doubt worse, of which the deponent
has no knowledge, as they were committed elsewhere,
and. must have partaken of another character owing to
a dlver5|t_){_ of conditions; and | say "safely” because
in the Philippines no one Could call the friar to account
for his acts. And if any governor allowed himself at
any time to bridle Ills friars his rashness cost him dear-
Iﬁ’ohe being discharged from his ottico.- Pagos 303, 309,

many friars that he is
her. Said he:

in some parish houses | have soeu printed schedules
published b'y Archbishop Sunche do Suutu Juutu y Ru-
(Ina. | alBo bad occasion to observo that several pur-
lite8 have charged parish foes at will and without fixed
standard, exceeding what was designated hi said sched-
ule. 1 dp not know whether this may have been the
cunHe in some cases for reluctunco to contract e.closlas-
ilctil matrimony, although In my judgment what mostly
influenced tills” reluctunco is that some reverend friars
ligd arrogated to themselves rights which In_feudal
limes were called rl%hts of "pernada.” (The right as-
serted by certain feudal lords to outer the marriage bod
of a newly-wadded' bride before the husband.) )
_ Speaking gonorally, and with rare exceptions, their
jnorullty was detestable, as | have said above.

For mtwy yours pust Le h'htre hixvo tuhon posses-
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sion of nearly all the curacies in the Philippines for-
merly occupied by native priests, the latter being rele-
gated to the position of coadjutors and carrying on
their Shoulders all the weight of the ecclesiastical la-
bors and occupation for the meager remuneration of fif-
teen pesos per month, which was the most the¥ earned.
In the meanwhile their immediate chief, the friar cur-
ate, filled in his idle moments with corporal enjoyments
and pleasures, and at times saying to the patient sub-
ordinate: “Do as | say, and not as | do/'-—Page 254.

Secretary Taft sat with the Commission, as
is evidenced by the fact that some of the wit-
nesses were questioned .by him. He heard resi-
dents of the islands, learned and reputable men,
merchants, lawyers, and physicians, testify that
it was the policy of the church to keep the peo-
pie ignorant, that the natives had been corrupt-
ed by the example of priests sent there by the
church ; that the church and not the government
of Spain was the great power in the Philippines;
that at the behest of the representatives of the
church innocent men could be accused, convict-
ed, and deported when they were brave enough
to defend the honor of their own wives and the
virtue of their sisters and daughters. He heard
Florentino Torres, attorney-general of the islands
under the military government of the United
States, declare: “It can be asserted without ex-
aggeration that the friars have been and are a
fatal hindrance to the advancement, moral and
material, of this country, from the very fact
that they have devoted themselves to keeping
this society in ignorance, as though it lived in
the Middle Ages or in the medieval epoch of
remote centuries; and lastly, as priests and cur-
ates, the majority of them were living examples
of immorality, of disorder in the towns, and of
disobedience and resistance to the constituted
powers and the authorities, encouraged by the
Immunity guaranteed in the anachronistic ec-
clesiastical jurisdiction, by the weakness of the
governors and officials vitiated with fetichism
and hypocrisy, and by the irresistible omnipo-
tence of each monachal corporation, possessing
immense wealth.” And Mr. Taft knew that
“friars,” the “ecclesiastical jurisdiction,” “fetich-
ism and hypocrisy,” were terms used to avoid
saying “the Roman Catholic church,” which has
been the curse of the islands.

This institution, corrupt, profligate, licentious,
tyrannical, hypocritical, has just got from Con-
gress, or the American taxpayer, about a half-
million-dollar appropriation, and Mr. Taft would
have given it more. He will also continue tes-
tifying, up to next election time, that the church
ifl the Philippines is the hope of the natives, in
whom it has implanted and nourished “Chris-
tian ideals.” It is well that the people of this
country should know that he knows better.

The' Filipinos. with the grasp of the church
loosened, are now having the experience under-
gone by all Christendom at about the time of
the Reformation. The chtufch established it-
self in the Philippines some five hundred years
ago. Having obtained a footing there its em-
issaries went to Japan, where it did not obtain
a footin0. Mr. Taft should be able to see the
difference in the results on the people affected,
What Mr. Taft attributes to Christian!ty IS In
fact due to science, education, and freedoml In
countries Where: these have not been introduced,
the people Christianized have remained in the
state* in'which the missionaries found them.

The reigu*nR politicians in national affairs are
told bv one of their own leading organs, the St.
Louis Globe-Democrat, that the present “deficit
at the Peginning of a Presidential canvass is an
awkward thinig,  although it believes “the signs
are for @ steady improvement.” If we are to
believe @ still higher authority, however, Chair-
man Tawney, of the House Appropriations Com-
mittee, the signs are for @ steady deterioration,
At the end of April the treasury showed a deficit
of over $50,000,000, as compared with a surplus
of over $55*0n~°ce  year before, making a dif-
ference of $105*00,000. MI?y %?N %ne?/ ogr%léri\gt,swt?l%r;
the fiscal year ends, :
(the deficitywill reach $00,000,000 or $65.000,000,
as contrasted \\ith a surplus of $87,000,000 on
June 30. ige7: a difference of $150,000,000. And
as if this weré@ not enough, Mr. Tawney declares

ere will ge an “almost certain deficit of not less
} an $5d,0 0,000 at the end ot thg next fiscal
year.” ' This big balance on the wrong side of
the ledger is attributed partly to the falling off
in revenues* caused by the hard times, and part-
Ig to the increased government expenditures.
'Phe government expenses for April, 1908, for
example, were nearly $12,000,000 in excess of its
expenses for the same month of 1907. Not a few

papers regarcl this Idcrense as extravagance,
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Abbe Loisy’s “Defi.”

Abbe Loisy, of Paris, the most celebrated of
the French modernists, has just published, says
the Progressive Thinker, a volume of letters to
the clergy between 1903 and 1908: In a letter
to Abbe Bricourt, the editor of the “Review of
the French Clergy/’ he says:

“l defy you to prove the historical authenticity
of the scriptures on which are founded the apolo-
getics of Catholicism as officially exposed by the
council of the Vatican. The council speaks of
miracles and predictions which Moses, the proph-
ets, and especially Christ, made in abundance and
which constitute the surest and clearest proofs
of divine revelation. | defy you to show me
a single passage of either Testament which con-
tains a definite prediction, incontestably realized.

“l defy vou to show me an indubitable miracle
sufficiently authenticated to be cited as irrefut-
able proof of the Jewish or Christian religion. T
defy you to prove the formal institution of the'
church of Christ. 1 defy vou to prove by Christ's
authentic teachings the revelation of the funda-
mental dogmas of traditional Christianity. |
defv you to prove the divine institutions of the
sacraments.”

In another letter to Henri de Bout, laureate of
the French Academy and cure of the Sacred
Heart, he says: )

“The ecclesiastical decrees which have from
time to time, sometimes brutally, been heaped
upon me. and which have given me a sad repu-
tation in very Catholic circles, cause me ti© ir-
ritarien. | am tranquilly pursuing the road which
leads to the common end of all mortals, and |
consol »elf for the apparent nonsuccess of
rnv Jii | the thought that nothing is entirely
iost tvorici

Life

A correspondent a few weeks ago called for a poem

lad heard called “Life’s a Funny Proposition After

Nn ¥ Mr. W. R. Curtis of Pennsylvania has furnishxI
I Truth Seeker with the following copy:

tu yo%_e\{(er sit and ponder, stop and wonder, stop and
think,
w « we're tere and what this life Is all about?
a prob ew that has driven many brainy men to
drink,
ns the weirdest thing we've tried to figure out.
Abdnt ﬁ thousand «IlITerent theories all the scientists
show;
But theﬁ/ never yet have proved a reason why.
With all we've thought and all we've taugh
we seem to know,. )
Is—we're born, we live a while.

and all

Life's a very funny proposition after all;

Imagination, jealousy, hypocrisy and gall.

Three meals a day,”a whole |0t to say, )
Wheu you haven't got the coin, you are always in the

way.
Ehreryho<Ys ighting as we wend our way along,
Every fellow claims the other fellow's in the wrong,

Hurried and worried, until we’re burled and there's
no curtain call.

Life's a very tunny proposition after all.

When things are going easy and luck is with a man,
Then lite to him 1s sunshine everywhere.
But the fates blow rather breezy and Quite upset a

lan;
Then ﬁe will cry that life’s a burden hard to bear.
Though t%-da tmay be a day of smiles, to-morrow's still
in doubt,
What brings me joy, may brin
We're born to die, but don't
all about,

And the more we try to learn, the less we know.

Life's a very funny proposition you can bet,

And no one’s solved the problem properly as yet.

Young for a day. then old and gray.

Like the rose that buds and blooms then fades and
_ falls away. )

Losing health, to gain on wealth, as through this dream

wo tour;

Everything .a guess and nothing absolutely sure.

Battles excmnﬁ und fates we're lighting, "until the cur-

~ tain's fall. .

Life’s a very funny proposition after all.

you care and woe.
now why, or what It's

The Freethinker is placed at this disadvantage
in ordinary society, that whereas it would be
considered very bad taste upon his part to ob-
trude his unorthodox opinion, no such consid-
eration hampers those with whom he disagrees,
There was a time when it took a brave man
to be a Christian, Now it takes a brave man

not to be.—Sir A. Conan Doyle: “The Stark
Munro Letters.”

Mrs. Eddy’s declaration in favor of a large
navy is explained by one editor on the theory
%that her followers are nt sea,
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Free Thoughts.

Is it not better to love than to talk so much
about it?

How can God have children when he was
never married?

A great many persons who can talk like a wise
man, act like a fool.

Some persons can m'ake fools of themselves on
a very small capital.

It is funny that there is no Mrs. Devil when
they are so many little devils.

What you think of yourself is more important
than what others think of you.

Let us rejoice that some persons are not as
mean as they would like to be.

America will never be free as long as there
IS a cross erected above her soil.

Faith in God is easy, but it is not so easy to
find something on which to build this faith.

One of the hardest men to find is the wise
man who thinks any man can be wiser than he.

Believe what you read and coffee will Kkill
you and sawdust will keep you well. Great is
faith. -

There is Webster English and Hubbard Eng-
lish. “You pay your money and you take your
choice.”

The church depends more upon turkey sup-
pers and ice cream festivals than upon the ten
commandments.

Rationalism is a revolt against Protestant
superstition as Protestantism was a revolt against
Romish superstition.

We have to live all of our life in order to dis-
cover all of the bad, or all of the good, there is
In us. We learn something every day.

A great many men make asses of themselves
for nothing. We do not see why it is neces-
sary to put a man in a pulpit and pay him a salary
for doing it.

The fellow who thinks that others have no
higher duty than to go out and pick up dollars
for him needs to have a little of the conceit
kicked out of him.

Certain persons of a certain kind have been
looking for the “coming of Christ” for nigh onto
two thousand years. These persons still hand
down posterity. No one can prevent fools from
being born as long as fools perform the functions
of father and mother.

“Say only good of the dead,” is one of the
most foolish sayings that nonsense has kept alive.

Say more good of the living, is what is needed,
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The dead have no feelings, the living have, and
cur appreciation should be spoken into living
ears, not over dead ones.

The church is doing less harm than ever be-
fore in its history, because it has been shorn of
its arms. Put back in its hands the power of
old and the same terrible deeds would stain the
earth. The alliance of the cross and the sword
is the most unholy, infernal union that ever
cursed mankind. To break the sword you must
burn the cross.

I cannot respect mystery. There is somewhat
behind it that needs to be covered. Why make
of anything which is natural, a mystery? Do
you know that a great many things get more
reverence, more respect, than they deserve, just
on account of some mysterious veil that en-
wraps them? Let women wear men's clothes,
take from them the charm which dress gives
them, and they would be losers. | wonder if
they know it! L. K. W.

Ingersoll’'s Conservative Statement.

Freethinkers at a distance from libraries where
Freethought or scientific books may be found,
or who are too busy to consult them, are often
placed at a disadvantage through inability to
back up their statements with the proper au-
thorities. The religious disputant has his Bible
at hand, and does not admit that its truth can
be impeached or that any of its statements need
verification. He accepts his' religion on faith.
His attitude is quite different toward scientific
facts, which, when quoted by a laymen, he in-
sists must be supported by proof. A great deal
of the correspondence conducted by The Truth
Seeker office arises out of orthodox incredulity
regarding facts. Sometimes an eminent man is
quoted by a Freethinker, whereupon a minister
or a churchman will deny that the author ever
said it, and call for the name of the book and
page. Even when the quotation is from the
Bible they will sometimes declare the book con-
tains nothing of the kind, and if the person ma-
king it is not prepared to point out chapter and
verse he stands discredited. Such a dispute gen-
erally gets to this office for settlement, and we
giv.e the required information if we have it.

Just now an inquiry comes from the Argen-
tine Republic, in South America, where a reader
has found a man who denies a statement con-
tained in Colonel Ingersoll’s lecture on the “Mis-
takes of Moses.” Ingersoll, in discussing the
story of the creation, observes that *“Moses
came near forgetting about the stars, and gave
only five words [“He made the stars also”] to
all the hosts of heaven.” Then proceeding to
remark on the magnitude and distances of the
stars, Ingersoll inquired if Moses knew that
“some stars are so far away in the infinite
abysses that five millions of years are required
for their light to reach this globe?” Our South
American reader writes: “A very intelligent
English friend insists that Ingersoll had no au-
thority lor such a statement? and asks us to
stell where Ingersoll got it.

The “Mistakes of Moses” was prepared by
Ingersoll about thirty years ago. The author
has been dead nine years, and we have no way
of finding out what works on astronomy he con-
sulted in preparing the lecture. We can, how-
ever, cite some accepted astronomical facts
which make the statement appear as not only
warranted but exceedingly conservative. We
"have a book entitled “.Astronomy” by J. Ram-
bosson, laureate of the institute of France, pub-

lished by D. Appleton & Co.,, New York. M.
Rambosson, in speaking of the spots ih the
Milky Way—spots of light composed of in-

numerable stars—says:. “Some of these spots,
of these five thousand and more nebulae, which
+ have beep catalogued, are certainly equal in

size to the nebula of which we form a part, apd
the astronomers who have attempted to calcu-
late their distances have arrived at figures which
almost inspire a feeling of terror. It has been
estimated that light would not traverse the dis-
tance between these nebulae arid the earth in
less than sixty million years, while a cannon
ball would take 37,000 milliards of years!” (A
“milliard” is a thousand millions.) This shows
how moderate was Ingersoll’s statement.

Stellar distances are almost inconceivable. It
takes six and one-half years for light to reach
this earth from the nearest of the stars. We
should need to live 144,000,000 years to get there
on a fast train.

The extremes of the orbit in which the earth
moves are 1807000,000 miles apart. In Decem-
ber we are therefore 180,000,000 miles nearer to
the stars in the northern part of the sky than
we are in June. And yet, despite the diminished
distance, we are not able to see that these stars
look any larger in December than in June.

If some of the stars which we can distinguish
on a clear night were to be suddenly-obliterated,
our grandchildren would be the first to know
of the catastrophe, for the light emitted by them
is three-quarters of a century in reaching the
earth. “All the stars,” say the astronomer Secchi,
“might be annihilated today, and nearly all of
them would continue to be seen by the in-
habitants of the earth, very much as they ap-
pear now, for several generations.” Light which
they emitted when our forefathers were upon
earth is just reaching us; that which they emit
today may be seen by our descendants, or it may
find “this old hulk we tread” to be a “wreck,
a slag, a cinder; drifting through the sky with-
out its crew of fools.”

If God had “made the stars also” at the time
assigned to the creation, the light from some
of them would not yet have got here.

The number of the stars'is as great a dif-
ficulty as their distances in the way of accept-
ing the creation story. It is estimated that there
are in the milky way at least twenty million
visible suns, independent of those, doubtless far
more numerous, which we are unable to dis-
cern. And yet the Milky Way occupies but a
small corner of the universe. There are five
thousand other nebulae, and some of them con-
tain as many suns as the Milky Way.

Another fact. This solar system, the sun and
the earth, are making a rapid -progress toward
certain stars in the group known as the con-
stellation of Hercules. Our speed in that.direc-
tion is nearly 300,000,000 miles a year, or 800,-
000 miles a day. If the creator chanced to be
visiting some other system, moving in an op-
posite direction, or away from ours, which afore-
time he frequented, and should spend as much
time there as he has bestowed upon us, think
of the speed he would have to make to catch
up with the earth again.

The astronomers were the first devotees of
science to suffer at the hands of the church for
their discoveries. And no wonder the church
regarded them as dangerous. The idea of a
plurality of worlds was alarming, especially if
the others were to be viewed as containing in-
habitants. A few hundred years ago the Bible
was the depository of all science, and there was
no knowledge which could not be squared with
its teachings’by the priests. Astronomy made
the first breach between science and religion,
and the other sciences followed, until the church
was obliged to follow the example of the re-
ligious teachers of Greece, who, when the pub-
lic faith in their oracles had been destroyed by
advancing intelligence, “were content to admit
that the marvels formerly believed in were al-
legories under which the wisdom of the an-

cients had concealed many sacred apd mysteriousj
things.”



The odd thing ‘'about the situation is that
after Christians have given up the Bible as in-
fallible in matters of science, they yet dispute
the findings of science, as though they still con-
flicted with the “spiritual” truths of the Bible.
But if it is once conceded that God did not make
the stars also in the exact manner set forth by
Moses, thus discrediting the account, what dif-
ference does it make whether the light of a star
is five million years-or only five seconds in reach-
ing the earth? Nobody who regards the stars
as anything more stupendous than brass-headed
tacks stuck in the sky will believe that they were
created by the ridiculous deity who pottered
about Eden and discussed domestic affairs with
the patriarchs.

A Disgruntled Pope.

The French government, in severing its union
with the church of Rome, provided for the crea-
tion of mutual aid societies for the relief of aged
priests. The societies were to take over the
property belonging to certain pension funds
amounting to $4,000,000, and under a later
amendment to the law they could also take
charge of pious bequests for masses.

This arrangement the pope will not accept,
and has written to his French bishops a letter
of rejection. The law, he complains, permits
the formation of societies open to all who want
to join and provides no test for exclusion, that
is, it does not bar out priests who have severed
their relations with Rome. Moreover, as the
pope recites,’ the Holy See is ignored ; the society
for handling the pension funds will be controlled
by the French government and not by the Vati-
can at Rome. He cannot depy that ample pro-
vision is made for the support of priests in their
old age, nor does he charge that the funds will
Le diverted from their intended use. His griev-
ance is that the church js not recognized and will
not have the handling of the money and profit
by the “rake off” which it has enjoyed, as al-
moner of funds for charity and masses.

From expressions in the French newspapers
it appears that the Catholics of France are more
regretful than the government over the pope’s
obstinacy. The government has fully provided
for carrying out the wishes of persons who have
made bequests to charity and to so-called pious
uses. If the pope will not permit his bishops
to organize the aid societies for administering
such funds under government supervision, and
without first transmitting them to Rome to be
handled and “weeded” by the cardinals, then the
funds; valued at many millions, will be turned
over to the public charities and be administered
in the same manner as secular bequests. It is
the church and not charity that the pope is in-
terested in. Charitable work is a means of glori-
fying the church, and not an object in itself.
It is only a by-product of the ecclesiastical fac-
tory.

The Paris Times, which is friendly to the
church, warns his holiness that he is “wearing
out the patience of the most docile Catholics.”
But the pope does not want their patience; he
wants their obedience and their money.

Harper’s Instructs Us.

Harper's Weekly for May 23 offers what it
heads, “A Few Truths for a Seeker” in the fol-

lowing words:

“Our local contemporary The Truth Seeker says:

“‘In ivin%'both sides of the argument against the use
of* alcohol, Harper's Weekly points out, as has often
been done before, that the dominant races of men, the
most civilized countries, are addicted to rum. The
Scotch are stronglsy given to whlskeRy, So are the
English, Germans, Scandinavians, and Russians, each to
their favorite stimulant. The Turks, the Arabs, and the
Hindus don’t drink, Mohammed prescribed alcoholic
beverages. Jesus did not. It will be noted that the
rum drinkers are Christians. The questions arise
whether they drink rum because they are Christians, or
are Christians because they drink rum, and whether it
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was rum or religion that made them leaders in civiliza-
tion. As much one as the other, we think.’

“They do not drink rum because they are Christians;
neither are they Christian's because they drink rum,;
neither are they Christians because they eat pork. Mo-
hammed prohibited pork, rum, and pictures, and per-
mitted polygamy. Christ's aim was not to reach and
regulate the spirit through the body, but to regniate
the body through the spirit. The body may be orderly
and governed in its appetites and yet contain an unre-
generate spirit, but a regenerate spirit is bound to induce
a disciplined and orderly body. So ‘conversion’ that is
thoroughgoing will cure the drink habit. Rum never
made any people leaders in civilization. Religion is the
greatest civilizing force that exists, but defective or
corrupted religions retard and limit the civilizations of
the peoples they influence. Defective religions are now
holding back most of Asia, and most of the Christian
countries doubtless suffer more or less from corrupted
Christianity. The rum question is important, but not
nearly so vital as many people think. The true way
to .settle it is not to make the rum bad, or even exces-
sively scarce, but to make the man good. That is the
Christian way, and the only way that is permanently
satisfactory. = That was the method pursued by St
Patrick and Father Matthew! in driving the snakes out
of Ireland, and it cannot be beaten. Legislation, if
wise, can do something, however, and should be made
to do what it can.”

We agree with Harper’s that “rum never made
any people leaders of civilization,” but what we
maintain is that the same arguments which are
used to prove that Christianity has made peo-
ple leaders in civilization would show just as
conclusively that rum drinking has produced that
iesult. “Conversion,” so far as the drink habit
is concerned, is not more efficacious than vege-
tarianism. The Chinese ambassador, Wu Ting-
fang, got on the water wagon without a boost
from religion. It is not against Christian prin-
ciples to drink, for none of the holy men men-
tioned in the sacred book, not even Jesus oi
Nazareth, was an abstainer, and alcoholic bever-
ages are not therein prohibited. Vegetarianism,
which is not a religion, cuts out the booze. There
are thousands of persons who abstain from rum
because they know it to be unwholesome and
its use unscientific. There are as many good
people as bad ones who drink. Harper’s asserts
that “religion is the greatest civilizing force that
exists,” but from the modifying comments which
follow we judge that the religion referred to is

a sort that we have never known. The defect-
ive part of a religion is its religion. Eliminate
the defects and the religion is gone. The way to

8ettle the rum question is not by prohibition nor
by piety, but to quit drinking. It is the height
of folly for a man to delegate his habits, his
morals, or his thinking to church or stare.

The Wise Men from the East.

A great deal of stress has been put upon the
visit of the wise men of Jerusalem, in search oi
him that was to be born King of the Jews.
These men came from the East. How far they
came no one knows. These very wise men recog-
nized a certain star as presaging the event which
they came to celebrate. This was a wonderful

star. It had no other business than to guide
these wise men to the cradle of Jesus. Astrono-
mers have looked in vain for its light. Its bright-

ness has faded from the sky. and the wise men
went home to the East, and probably died there.

This star illumined the heavens with a proph-
ecy, acordiug to the words of the wise men. But
did they read aright the language of this heav-
enly body? Did the star tell the truth? Did
the star know that a baby in Bethlehem was
born to rule* the Israelites? Or, did these ex-
ceedingly wise men follow a false light?

Is it not time to question the wisdom of these
men? They have no standing unless their words
are true. We now know that Jesus was never
a king of the Jews, aud that these men. from the
East did not know what they were talking about.

These wise men were foolish men, or some-
one made fools of them; such a thing has hap-
pened as men being deceived, as men being
gulled. It is evident that a wiser guy led these
wise men into trouble.

Which knows most, an angel of the Lord or
a wise man from the East? Wohile Jesus slept
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the sleep of birth, an angel of the Lord told
Joseph that he should save his people (the Jews)
from their sins. He said nothing about Jesus
being a king or ruling over lIsrael. He gave
to him a greater mission, a sterner task, to save
the Israelites from their sins. But the angel
was mistaken. Either the work was too great
for Jesus, or else the Jews loved their sins bet-
ter than salvation, for they took Jesus for an im-
postor instead of a savior.

Angels do not seem to be wiser than men, and
men from the East know no more than men
from the West.

But bigger fools than the Wise Men from the
East are the men anywhere who read these
stories about Jesus as in any sense credible.

L. K. W,

Is the Sixty-ninth Regiment of New York a
regiment of American militia or of papal guards?
At the regiment’s armory the other night this
military organization held a review with Car-
dinal Logue in command. We quote the report
of ths proceedings from the New \ork Times of
May 21:

“The cardinal was really in command ot the regiment
as a reviewing officer, for the review was held in his
honor, and Col. Duffy and his staff trailed behind his
scarlet robe as he strode ahead of them down the front
of the line. ] .

“The Cardinal seemed to enjoy every minute of the
two hours spent in the dress parade and inspection and
review. The Sixty-ninth Regiment turned out its full
complement of men all spick and span in fresh uniforms,
every company well drilled, and every man in regiment
sticking close to military regulations In presenting arms
to the Cardinal, but kissing the ring_of the man of the
church without bowing the knee. "The galleries were
packed with people, and as the cardinal reviewed and
inspected the regiment the spectators applauded him.

“At the conclusion of the review the colors were sent
to the front and centre, and with the band playing
Three Cheers for the Red, White and Blue,’ the Car-
dinal bowed instead of saluting, and dismissed the mili-
tary function. Then, at the head of the Colonel’s staff,
and the officers of the battalions and companies in their
plentiful gold lace and jingling side arms, the successor
of Saint Patrick strode down the centre of the parade
floor, and a thousand soldiers marched behind them.

"In a farge reception room the cardinal then received
the officers oi the regiment. Each put aside the military
regulations and bowed the knee before him and kissed
his ring. Some of them asked a blessn'bc[; and received it.

"mWith the cardinal last night were Mgr. Lavelle, Mgr.
Hayes, Mgr. McCready, Bishop Browne of Cloyne, Father
Quinn, Dr. McMackin, and Supreme Court Justice Fitz
gemid as personal lay escort.

"In a large reserved stand at the Armory many women
prominent in the Church in New York watched the re-
view. N Papal, American, and Irish flags were the decora-

Is there anything in the military regulations
providing for the review of American soldiers by
successors of St, Patrick? Does military etiquette
in this country give a foreign cardinal prece-
deuce over the colonel of a regiment? If there
were hostility between the United States and the
Catholic church, would the Sixty-ninth regiment
rally under the American flag or under the Irish
and papal standards?

Frederic May Holland, the Liberal author,
died at his home in Concord, Mass., May 18, at
the age of 72. Mr. Holland was born in Boston,
was graduated from Jlarvard in 1859, and en-
tered the L’nitarian ministry in 1862, but re-
signed in 1874 an<l| took up literary work. His
first work of note was “The Reign of the Stoics,”
produced in 1879. “Sordello, a Story from Robert
Browning,” was issued in 1881, followed the next
year by his “Stories from Browning.” He also
wrote “The Rise of Intellectual. Liberty from
Thales to Copernicus,” “Liberty in the Nine-
teenth Century” and “Frederick Douglass.” He
wrote several pamphlets, including one on the
French revolution and “The Revolutions of 1688
and 1776.” He was a contributor to the Boston
Investigator and The Truth Seeker, and a
thoroughgoing advocate of liberty of thought.

mm
“Protestant proselytism,” says the Catholic

Universe, “has failed ludicrously in Italy.”
Catholicism in Italy is preparing to fail tragically.
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Free Thoughts.

Is it not better to love than to talk so much
about it?

How can God have children when he was
never married?

A great many persons who can talk like a wise
man, act like a fool.

Some persons can m'ake fools of themselves on
a very small capitaj.

It is funny that there is no Mrs. Devil when
they are so many little devils.

What you think of yourself is more important
than what others think of you.

Let us rejoice that some persons are not as
mean as they would like to be.

America will never be free as long as there
is a cross erected above her soil.

Faith in God is easy, but it is not so easy to
find something on which to build this faith.

One of the hardest men to find is the wise
man who thinks any man can be wiser than he.

Believe what you read and coffee will Kill
you and sawdust will keep you well. Great is
faith. -

There is Webster English and Hubbard Eng-
lish. “You pay your money and you take your
choice.”

The church depends more upon turkey sup-
pers and ice cream festivals than upon the ten
commandments.

Rationalism is a revolt against Protestant
superstition as Protestantism was a revolt against
Romish superstition.

We have to live all of our life in order to dis-
cover all of the bad, or all of the good, there is
in us. We learn something every day.

A great many men make asses of themselves
for nothing. We do not see why it is neces-
sary to put a man in a pulpit and pay him a salary
for doing it.

The fellow who thinks that others have no
higher duty than to go out and pick up dollars
for him needs to have a little of the conceit
kicked out of him.

Certain persons of a certain kind have been
looking for the “coming of Christ” for nigh onto
two thousand years. These persons still hand
down posterity. No one can prevent fools from
being born as long as fools perform the functions
of father and mother.

“Say only good of the dead,” is one of the
most foolish sayings that nonsense has kept alive.

Say more good of the living, is what is needed.
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The dead have no feelings, the living have, and
Gur appreciation should be spoken into living
ears, not over dead ones.

The church is doing less harm than ever be-
fore in its history, because it has been shorn of
its arms. Put back in its hands the power of
old and the same terrible deeds would stain the
earth. The alliance of the cross and the sword
is the most unholy, infernal union that ever

cursed mankind. To break the sword you must
burn the cross.

I cannot respect mystery. There is somewhat

behind it that needs to be covered. Why make
of anything which is natural, a mystery? Do
you know that a great many things get more
reverence, more respect, than they deserve, just
on account of some mysterious veil that en-
wraps them? Let women wear men’s clothes,
take from them the charm which dress gives
them, and they would be losers. 1| wonder if
they know it! L. K. W.

Ingersoll’'s Conservative Statement.

Freethinkers at a distance from libraries where
Freethought or scientific books may be found,

or who are too busy to consult them, are often
inability to

placed at a disadvantage through
back up their statements with the proper au-
thorities. The religious disputant has his Bible
at hand, and does not admit that its truth can
be impeached or that any of its statements need
verification. He accepts his' religion on faith.
His attitude is quite different toward scientific
facts, which, when quoted by a laymen, he in-
sists must be supported by proof. A great deal
of the correspondence conducted by The Truth
Seeker office arises out of orthodox incredulity
regarding facts. Sometimes an eminent man is
quoted by a Freethinker, whereupon a minister
or a churchman will deny that the author ever
said it, and call for the name of the book and
page. Even when the quotation is from the
Bible they will sometimes declare the book con-
tains nothing of the kind, and if the person ma-
king it is not prepared to point out chapter and

verse he stands discredited. Such a dispute gen-

erally gets to this office for settlement, and we
give the required information if we have it.

Just now an inquiry comes from the Argen-
tine Republic, in South America, where a reader
has found a man who denies a statement con-
tained in Colonel Ingersoll's lecture on the “Mis-
takes of Moses.” Ingersoll, in discussing thé
story of the creation, observes that “Moses
came near forgetting about the stars, and gave
only five words [“He made the stars also”] to
all the hosts of heaven.” Then proceeding to
remark on the magnitude and distances of the
stars, Ingersoll inquired if Moses knew that
“some stars are so far away in the infinite
abysses that five millions of years are required
for their light to reach this globe?” Our South
American reader writes: “A very intelligent
English friend insists that Ingersoll had no au-
thority for such a statement? and asks us to
-tell where Ingersoll got it.

The *“Mistakes of Moses” was prepared by
Ingersoll about thirty years ago. The author
has been dead nine years, and we have no way
of finding out what works on astronomy he con-
sulted in preparing the lecture. We can, hov/-
ever, cite some accepted astronomical facts
which make the statement appear as not only
warranted but exceedingly conservative. We
have a book entitled “Astronomy” by J. Ram-
bosson, laureate of the institute of France, pub-

lished by D. Appleton & Co., New York. M.
Rambosson, in speaking of the spots in the
Milky Way—spots of light composed of in-

numerable stars—says: “Some of these spots,
of these five thousand and more nebulae, which
have beep catalogued, are certainly equal in

size to the nebula of which we form a part, and
the astronomers who have attempted to calcu-
late their distances have arrived at figures which
almost inspire a feeling of terror. It has been
estimated that light would not traverse the dis-
tance between these nebulae and the earth in
less than sixty million years, while a cannon
ball would take 37,000 milliards of years!” (A
“milliard” is a thousand millions.) This shows
how moderate was Ingersoll’s statement.

Stellar distances are almost inconceivable. It
takes six and one-half years for light to reach
this earth from the nearest of the stars. We
should need to live 144,000,000 years to get there
on a fast train.

The extremes of the orbit in which the earth
moves are 1807000,000 miles apart. In Decem-
ber we are therefore 180,000,000 miles nearer to
the stars in the northern part of the sky than
we are in June. And yet, despite the diminished
distance, we are not able to see that these stars
iook any larger in December than in June.

If some of the stars which we can distinguish
on a clear night were to be suddenly obliterated,
our grandchildren would be the first to know
of the catastrophe, for the light emitted by them
is three-quarters of a century in reaching the
earth. “All the stars,” say the astronomer Secchi,
“might be annihilated today, and nearly all of
them would continue to be seen by the in-
habitants of the earth, very much as they ap-
pear now, for several generations.” Light which
they emitted when our forefathers were upon
earth is just reaching us; that which they emit
today may be seen by our descendants, or it may
find “this old hulk we tread” to be a “wreck,
a slag, a cinder, drifting through the sky with-
out its crew of fools.”

If God had “made the stars also” at the time
assigned to the creation, the light from some
of them would not yet have got here.

The number of the stars is as great a dif-
ficulty as their distances in the way of accept-
ing tfie creation story. It is estimated that there
are in the milky way at least twenty million
visible suns, independent of those, doubtless far
more numerous, which we are unable to dis-
cern. And yet the Milky Way occupies but a
small corner of the universe. There are five
thousand other nebulae, and some of them con-
tain as many suns as the Milky Way.

Another fact. This solar system, the sun and
the earth, are making a rapid progress toward
certain stars in the group known as the con-
stellation of Hercules. Our speed in that.direc-
tion is nearly 300,000,000 miles a year, or 800,-
000 miles a day. If the creator chanced to be
visiting some other system, moving in an op-
posite direction, or away from ours, which afore-
time he frequented, and should spend as much
time there as he has bestowed upon us, think
of the speed he would have to make to catch
up with the earth again.

The astronomers were the first devotees of
science to suffer at the hands of the church for
their discoveries. And no wonder the church
regarded them as dangerous. The idea of a
plurality of worlds was alarming, especially if
the others were to be viewed as containing in-
habitants. A few hundred years ago the Bible
was the depository of all science, and there was
no knowledge which could not be squared with
its teachings ’by the priests. Astronomy made
the first breach between science and religion,
and the other sciences followed, until the church
was obliged to follow the example of the re-
ligious teachers of Greece, who, when the pub-
lic faith in their oracles had been destroyed by
advancing intelligence, “were content to admit
that the marvels formerly believed in were al-
legories under which the wisdom of the an-

cients had concealed many sacj-¢d 3iid mysterious
things.”



The odd thing 'about the situation is that
after Christians have given up the Bible as in-
fallible in matters of science, they yet dispute
the findings of science, as though they still con-
flicted with the "spiritual” truths of the Bible.
But if it is once conceded that God did not make
the stars also in the exact manner set forth by
Moses, thus discrediting the account, what dif-
ference does it make whether the light of a star
is five million years or only five seconds in reach-
ing the earth? Nobody who regards the stars
as anything more stupendous than brass-headed
tacks stuck in the sky will believe that they were
created by the ridiculous deity who pottered
about Eden and discussed domestic affairs with
the patriarchs.

A Disgruntled Pope.

The French government, in severing its union
with the church of Rome, provided for the crea-
tion of mutual aid societies for the relief of aged
priests. The societies were to take over the
property belonging to certain pension funds
amounting to $4,000,000, and under a later
amendment to the law they could also take
charge of pious bequests for masses.

This arrangement the pope will not accept,
and has written to his French bishops a letter
of rejection. The law, he complains, permits
the formation of societies open to all who want
to join and provides ho test for exclusion, that
is, it does not bar out priests who have severed
their relations with Rome. Moreover, as the
pope recites, the Holy See is ignored; the society
for handling the pension funds will be controlled
by the French government and not by the Vati-
can at Rome. He cannot depy that ample pro-
vision is made for the support of priests in their
old age, nor does he charge that the funds will
Le diverted from their intended use. His griev-
ance is that the church .is not recognized and will
not have the handling of the money and profit
by the “rake off” which it has enjoyed as al-
moner of funds for charity and masses.

From expressions in the French newspapers
it appears that the Catholics of France are more
regretful than the government over the pope’s
obstinacy. The government has fully provided
for carrying out the wishes of persons who have
made bequests to charity and to so-called pious
uses. If the pope will not permit his bishops
to organize the aid societies for administering
such funds under government supervision, and
without first transmitting them to Rome to be
handled and “weeded” by the cardinals, then the
funds; valued at many millions, will be turned
over to the public charities and be administered
In the same manner as secular bequests. It is
the church and not charity that the pope is in-
terested in. Charitable work is a means of glori-
fying the church, and not an object in itself.
It is only a by-product of the ecclesiastical fac-
tdry.

The Paris Times, which is friendly to the
church, warns his holiness that he is “wearing
out the patience of the most docile Catholics.”
But the pope does not want their patience; he
wants their obedience and their money.

Harper’s Instructs Us.

Harper's Weekly for May 23 offers what it
heads, “A Few Truths for a Seeker” in the fol-

lowing words:

“Our local contemporary The Truth Seeker says:

“'In ivin?_Iboth sides of the argument against the use
of alcohol, Harper's Weekly points out, as has often
been done before, that the dominant races of men, the
most civilized countries, are addiated to rum. The
Scotch are strongly given to whiskey. So are the
English, Germans, Scandinavians, aud Russians, euch to
their favorite stimulant. The Turks, the Arabs, and the
Hindus don't drink. Mohammed_prescribed alcoholic
beverages. Jesus did not. It will be noted that the
rum drinkers are Christians. The Questions arise
whether they drink rum because they are Christians, or
lire Christians because they drink rum. and whether it

. mitted polygamy.
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was rum or religion that made them leaders in civiliza-
tion. As much one as the other, we think.’

“They do not drink rum because they are Christians;
neither are they Christians because they drink rum;
neither are they Christians because they eat pork. Mo-
hammed prohibited pork, rum, and pictures, and per-
hrist's aim was not to reach and
regulate the spirit through the body, but to regulate
the body through the spirit The body may be orderly
and governed in its appetites and yet contain an unre-
generate spirit, but a regenerate spirit is bound to induce
a disciplined and orderly body. So ‘conversion' that is
thoroughgoing will cure the drink habit. Rum never
made any people leaders in civilization. Religion is the
greatest civilizing force that exists, but defective or
corrupted religions retard and limit the civilizations of
the peoples they influence. Defective religions are now
holding back most of Asia, and most of the Christian
countries_doubtless suffer more or less from corrupted
Christianity. The rum question is_important, but not
nearly so vital as many people think. The true way
to settle it is not to make the rum bad, or even exces-
sively scarce, but to make the man good. That is the
Christian way, and the only way that is permanently
satisfactory. ~ That was the method pursued by St
Patrick and Father Matthew in driving the snhakes our
of Ireland, and it cannot be beaten. Legislation, if
wise, can do something, however, and should be made
to do what it can.”

We agree with Harper’s that “rum never made
any people leaders of civilization,” but what we
maintain is that the same arguments which are
used to prove that Christianity has made peo-
pie leaders in civilization would show just as
conclusively that rum drinking has produced that
iesult. “Conversion,” so far as the drink habit
iIs concerned, is not more efficacious than vege-
tarianism. The Chinese ambassador, VVu Ting-
fang, got on the water wagon without a boost
from religion. It is not against Christian prin-
ciples to drink, for none of the holy men men-
tioned in the sacred book, not even Jesus oi
Nazareth, was an abstainer, and alcoholic bever-
ages are not therein prohibited. Vegetarianism,
which is not a religion, cuts out the booze. There
are thousands of persons who abstain from rum
because they know it to be unwholesome and
its use unscientific. There are as many good
people as bad ones who drink. Harper’s asserts
that “religion is the greatest civilizing torce that
exists,” but from the modifying comments which
follow we judge that the religion referred to is

a sort that we have never known. The defect-
ive part of a religion is its religion. Eliminate
the defects and the religion is gone. The way to

fettle the rum question is not by prohibition nor
by piety, but to quit drinking. It is the height
of folly for a man to delegate his habits, his
morals, or his thinking to church or state.

The Wise Men from the East.

A great deal of stress has been put upon the
visit of the wise men of Jerusalem, in search oi
him that was to be bom Kang of the Jews.
These men came from the East. How far they
came no one knows. These very wise men recog-
nized a certain star as presaging the event which
they came to celebrate. This was a wonderful

star. It had no other business than to guide
these wise men to the cradle of Jesus. Astrono-
mers have looked in vain for its light. Its bright-

ness has faded front the sky, and the wise men
went home to the East, and probably died there,

This star illumined the heavens with a proph-
ecy, acording to the words of the wise men. But
did they read aright the language of this heav-
enly body? Did the star tell the truth? Did
the star know that a baby in Bethlehem was
born to rule* the Israelites? Or, did these ex-
ceedingly wise men follow a false light?

Is it not time to question the wisdom of these
men? They have no standing unless their words
are true. \\e now know that Jesus was never
a king of the Jews, and that these men.from the
East did not know what they were talking about.

These wise men were foolish men, or some-
one made fools of them; such a thing has hap-
pened as men being deceived, as men being
gulled. It is evident that a wiser guy led these
wise men into trouble.

Which knows most, an angel of the Lord or
a wise man from the East? While Jesus slept
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the sleep of birth, an angel of the Lord told
Joseph that he should save his people (the Jews)
from their sins. He said nothing about Jesus
being a king or ruling over lIsrael. He gave
to him a greater mission, a sterner task, to save
the Israelites from their sins. But the angel
was mistaken. Either the work was too great
for Jesus, or else the Jews loved their sins bet-
ter than salvation, for they took Jesus for an im-
postor instead of a savior.

Angels do not seem to be wiser than men, and
men from the East know no more than men
from the West.

But bigger fools than the Wise Men from the
East are the men anywhere who read these

stories about Jesus as in any sense credible.
L. K. W.

Is the Sixty-ninth Regiment of New York a
regiment of American militia or of papal guards?
At the regiment’s armory the other night this
military organization held a review with Car-
dinal Logue in command. We quote the report

Il of th« proceedings from the New York Times of

May 21:

“The cardinal was really in command of the regiment
as a reviewing officer, for the review was held in his
honor, and Col. Duffy and his staff trailed behind his
scarlet robe as he strode ahead of them down the front
of the line. ] ]

“The Cardinal seemed to enjoy every minute of the
two hours-_spent in the dress parade and inspection and
review. The Sixty-ninth Regiment turned out Its full
complement of men all spick and span in fresh uniforms,
ererv company weil drilled, and every man in regiment
sticking close to military regulations In presenting arms
to the Cardinal, but kissing the ring of the man of the
church without bowing the knee. The galleries were
packed with people, and as the cardinal reviewed and
inspected the regiment the spectators applauded him,

"At the conclusion of the review the colors were sent
to the front and centre, and with the band playing
‘Three Cheers for the Red, White and Blue,’ the Car-
dinal bowed instead of saluting, and dismissed the mili-
tary function. Then, at the head of the Colonel’s staff,
and the officers ot the battalions and companies In their
plentiful gold lace and jingling side arms, the successor
ot Saint Patrick strode down the centre of the parade
door, and a thousand soldiers marched behind them.

“In a farge reception room the cardinal then received
the officers of the regiment. Each put aside the military
regulations and bowed the knee before him and kissed
his ring. Some of them asked a blessw'\\/? and received It.

“With the cardinal last night were Mgr. Lavelle, Mgr,
Hayes, Mgr. McCready. Bishop Browne of Cloyne, Father

uinn. Dr. McMackm. and Supreme Court Justice Fitz
gET*i<t 3S ifty ebCuH.

"Tn a large reserved stand at the Armory many women
prominent in the Church in New York watched the re-
view. Papal, American, and Irish flags were the decora-
tinas."”

Is there anything in the military regulations
providing for the review of American soldiers by
successors of St. Patrick? Does military etiquette
in this country give a foreign cardinal prece-
dence over the colonel of a regiment? If there
were hostility” between the United States and the
Catholic church, would the Sixty-ninth regiment
rallv under the American flag or under the Irish
and papal standards?

Frederic May Holland, the Liberal author,
died at his home in Concord, Mass., May 18, at
the age of 72, Mr. Holland was born in Boston,
was graduated from Harvard in 1859, and en-
tered the Unitarian ministry in 1862, but re-
signed in 1874 and took up literary work. His
first work of note was "The Reign of the Stoics,”
produced in 1879. “Sordello, a Story from Robert
Browning,” was issued in 1881, followed the next
year by his “Stories from Browning.” He also
wrote "The Rise of Intellectual. Liberty from
Thales to Copernicus,” “Liberty in the Nine-
teenth Century” and “Frederick Douglass,” He
wrote several pamphlets, including one on the
French revolution and “The Revolutions of 1688
and 1776.” He was a contributor to the Boston
Investigator and The Truth Seeker, and a
thoroughgoing advocate of liberty of thought.

“Protestant proselytism,” says the Catholic
Universe, “has failed ludicrously in Italy.”

Catholicism in Italy is preparing to fail tragically.
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HAS THE CHURCH
ELEVATED MANKIND ?

The Humanitarian. Moral, and Religious Tests
Applied to Her Pretensioni.
BY D. THEOPHILUS.

If the church did not elevate the political nor
social status of the people; if it did not improve
their physical or mental condition; did it, as
has been already asked, make them more hu-
mane, more moral, or even more religious than
it found them, or than they had been already in
prior civilizations? Here again the facts prove
even the contrary. They show that at the end
of a thousand years of an uninterrupted rule ot
the church, there was in Christendom less hu-
manity, less morality and religion, particularly
amongst the higher clergy and the nobility, than
there was at the beginning. They show that
the influence of the church as an organization
had been throughout decidedly deleterious to the
manifestation and growth among mankind of
any genuine goodness of heart conceived of as
a social virtue, such as love of justice or
mutual helpfulness. Indeed, the church had left
no room in either its creed or its practice for
any social virtue whatever to flourish under its
sway. All was swallowed up in cold selfishness
with its kindred qualities—intolerance, vindict-
iveness, licentiousness, and brutality. Not con-
tent with being selfish itself, it made it to ap-
pear that everybody else was the same. The
paramount end, for example, of every man’s ac-
tions was to save his own soul; and the sole
end of God’'s actions and of the church’s was
"glory.” God never did a single thing that was
not prompted by selfishness. If he saved souls,
it was to get glory for himself. If he damned
souls, the end was the same. And what did he
damn people for? For their wickedness? Never.
He damned them simply because they did not
forward with sufficient ardor the material inter-
est of the church—because they did not purchase
divine grace in hard cash from his priests.
God’s glory, be it observed, was, in the view of
the church, always identical with its own glory
and self-interest, and so likewise was all in-
dividual men’s salvation; for no soul could be
saved except by the payment of its full ransom
price to the priests.

So in the last resort there was but one prime
interest, but one paramount end, namely, the ag-
grandizement of the church—the absolution of
the priesthood and the abject subserviency there-
to of the world’s unprivileged masses. To this
all else in the universe was tributary, including
God, Christ, sinful mankind, religion, theology,
Christianity, -morality—all contributed to or
rather were simply means for thé realization of
that grand consummation.

And what does that mean? It means, as |
have already pointed out, that in case the church
was honest and its policy right, then God is a
fiendish being, a vile intriguing politician; and
Christ and his_apostles and the saints are all
a gang of unprincipled knaves, and that both
religion and morality are mere cunning devices
calculated to cheat the world, to promote and
perpetuate the ignorance, the degradation, and
the oppression of mankind. Or in case they are
not, then the church lied most shamefully;
libeled and blasphemed. God and Christ, the
apostles and the saints most sacrilegiously, and
tricked all the world besides; in a word, it made
of both religion and morality a vulgar travesty,
and all to merely gratify its carnal ambitions and
lusts.

All that | have hitherto said of the deeds, of
the ways, and of the policy of the church in its
public or corporate capacity fully proves the cor-
rectness of the last inference, and more, the
facts are consistent with no other view. And
the same conclusion will be forced upon us in
a manner even still more pronounced as the re-
sult of the moral, religious and humanitarian
tests which the sequel will yet disclose.

Subversion of Morality Conditional to Success.

Out of this all-absorbing selfishness, nothing
could come but hollow insincerity, duplicity,
craftiness, hypocrisy, intrigue, and the rougher
and more aggressive qualities already mentioned
—intolerance, vindictiveness, licentiousness, and
brutality. Upon the possession and the active

A continuation of the series on Christianity as a sys-
tem of graft.

display of these it was that both advancement
in the church and success in the world depended.
This was the inevitable outcome of the policy
which the church uniformly pursued throughout
its long career.

That policy, it will be remembered, was two-
fold. Lt had two distinct faces, one representing
a Dr. Jekyll and the other a Mr. Hyde, and
correspondingly two distinct ends, and each
utterly subversive of the other. The assertion
of the one was the negation of the other. The
one was a theoretical and plausible end, utilized
merely as a feint) while the other was being
actualized in fact. The church’s real policy, as
we have see all along, was self-aggrandize-
ment; it was to get for itself all the power and
all the riches it could, and the enjoyment of all
the pleasures and of all the vanities which the
world afforded ; while its ostensible and avowed
end was all the time the direct opposite. It was
to govern the world righteously for God; make
people good, virtuous, and pious, and thereby
fit them for heaven; and especially to warp,
persuade, and convince them that all earthly
things and pleasures are vanities and abomina-
tions in the sight of God, and above all, to im-
press upon them the peculiar sanctity of itself
and its close intimacy with deity.

To work out both of these policies, a feat
which the church successfully accomplished for
a period extending over ten centuries—all true
morality had to be ignored, suppressed, or sub-
verted, as it was absolutely necessary to prac-
tice insincerity and dissimulation habitually.
Craftiness, intrigue, hypocrisy and duplicity had
become as indispensable to the church’s very ex-
istence as meat and drink are for the sustenta-
ron of the human body. What if these prac-
tices are violations of the morality of the deca-
logue and of the sermon on the mount; what
if the-God of Isaiah and of Jesus condemn them
as immoral and criminal vices? Then mani-
festly the moral and religious standard and God
of those worthies must be superseded, and an-
other standard substituted instead thereof, and
also another God—a God that will approve as
virtues and deeds of merit what the God of
Isaiah and Tesus condemned as vices and 'crimes.
And as a matter of fact just such a standard
and such a God were found. The church created
both, created them after its own image, and
without a doubt, to suit and justify its practices.

Interest of the Church as Criterion of Right.

What then was that standard? Theoretically
and ostensibly it was the will of God (not the
God of Jesus, but that of the priestly creative
abstraction already mentioned) ; really, it was
the material interest of the church, though for-
mally and practically it was simply the arbi-
trary utterance of its head. Hence, under the
ecclesiastical regime, it came to pass that right
and wrong ceased to be unalterable verities, and
became instead purely contingent phenomena
with their respective contents interchangeable at
the option or the dictation of a priest. On this
the decrees of Nicholas IV. and Boniface VIII.

| are decisive. Both these prelates declare, for
example, standing treaties, promises, VOWS,
oaths, contracts, pledges of good faith, to be all
valid or void at their words. And with this ac-
| corded substantially the general practice of the
| church.

In this revised .moral and religious codé of
ecclesiasticism there was but one article of
nrime import whose content never varied, but
one paramount duty that was imperatively bind-
ing on all men at all times, and the non-observ-
ance of which never escaped unpunished. This
was submission or loyalty to the church, mani-
fested in outward conformity with its rites.
The one inviolable commandment of the code
was—obey; the solitary inviolable virtue it
recognized was servility, subserviency, to the
priesthood. This constituted the sum and sub-
stance of both religion and morality. Provided
outward conformity with its formularies was
observed, the church gave mankind carte
blanche to do whatever else they had a mind to.
They might commit against one another,
against the decalogue and the sermon on the
mount, against the God of Moses and of Jesus,
whatever offenses and sins they .chose, ndy, they
might do so not only without incurring the dis-

pleasure of the church, but with its secret con-
nivance, encouragement, and hearty good will;
for did not its prosperity always depend on the
increase of crimes and the multiplicity of sins?
But should they dare, on the contrary, to sin
against itself by neglecting, for instance, to pur-
chase divine grace at its hands, woe to them! a
punishment certain and terrible befalls them
both in this world and the next. This part of
the code, however, appertained mainly to the
laity.”

As to the church itself—the priesthood—its ac-
tions were restricted by no limitation whatever,
except that of expediency. Theoretically and
practically the clergy were irresponsible, were
incapable of doing wrong, and that not simply
by reason of the sacredness of their office, but
mainly by reason of the arbitrary character of
the ecclesiastical standard of right. The first
consideration (which they also often put forth)
lifted them above all human laws, and the sec-
ond, above the divine laws; for they themselves
were both the source and reason of the latter
(God's will and theirs being identical). -

The ecclesiastical standard of right bluntly
lays it down that right is what is advantageous
to the church, and wrong the contrary. If rob-
bery and perfidy, accordingly, are a gain to the
church, and honesty and fidelity a loss, then
robbery and perfidy are virtues, and honesty
and fidelity vices; anyhow, they must be s0
treated when the interest of the church demands
it. And (let the reader mark it well) this con-
fusion of moral ideas' was freely indulged in by
the church throughout its career. We habitually
behold wickedness being hallowed and goodness
tabooed ; piety sneered at and hypocrisy respect-
ed, godliness and learning rewarded with ob-
scurity and poverty, and irreligiousness and
ignorance with bishoprics and social rank, in-
tegrity and conscientiousness, heavily mulcted,
and high premiums set on faithlessness and
knavery.

In truth there was no species of wickedness,
villainy, or crime that the moral code of the
church did not permit, nay, encourage its clergy
to perpetrate, and under the cover of religion—
godliness and righteousness. It made it, for ex-
ample, right to forswear,right to fabricate false
wills, false documents and false miracles; right
to break promises, vows, and oaths; right to
violate treaties, pledges, and contracts; right to
rob, plunder, murder, and burn; right to com-
mit treason and treachery, adultery and rape, as-
sassinations and wholesale massacres of the in-
nocent and defenseless; right even (secretly) to
laugh at or disbelieve the most sacred and fun-
damental dogmas of the faith; right to do any
or all of these things, provided the interest of
the church demanded it, which being interpreted,
practically meant almost always, provided the
personal ambitions and lusts of the higher clergy
rendered such courses expedient.

Too Devout to Be Useful.

Most of the workmen in the Russian oil fields
of Baku are Mohammedans, and strange to say,
their piety is a source of constant annoyance to
their employers. As we were being shown
through the pumping house belonging to a Rus-
sian Company, our guide, a sturdy Dutchman
from the oil fields of Pennsylvania, suddenly
came upon a Tartar workman lying prostrate,
his face toward Mecca, on a strip of greasy
carpet among the idle machinery. Without
giving him time to struggle to his feet, our
friend raised him more suddenly than gently
with a well applied kick.

“Choist look at dese fellows !” he explained in-
dignantly ; “ve haf to vatch dem or dey pray de
whole tarn time! Vat mit Mohammedan feast
days and Russian saints’ days ve get no work
done at all. Vat ve need is a cargo of good
missionaries to convert de whole tarn lot.”—
Geographic Magazine.

“A powerful sacerdotal body, grasping at all
civil administration, claiming the supreme con-
trol of education, stereotyping the lines in which
literature and science must move, and limiting
the extent to which it shall be lawful for the
human mind to prosecute its inquiries.” The
foregoing is the best short definition of Chris-
tianity | ever saw. | found it among some scraps
I copied several years ago, and cannot now
place the author.—C. W. C



ARE YOU INTERESTED?

It Is Inquired in the Accents of Sincerity: “Have
We Another Life?
BY F. A

The desire for immortality is practically uni-
versal and it seems to be a necessity in order
to fairly adjust the irregularities and want of
opportunities in this life. Also, the fact that
we 'now live and cannot account for our exis-
tence, or cannot conceive of ourselves as dead,
suggests the feeling that life will continue inde-
pendent of the material body somewhere, some-
how. This unconquerable hope seems to be an
inherent principle within us, as much as love,
a desire for knowledge, and I might say, a desire
for riches. We may, of course, fail to obtain
these things, still if they were not within the
range of possibility we should not desire them.

The following words from Alger’'s “History of
the Doctrine of a Future Life” have a search-
ing meaning:

“Unless' immortality be true, man appears a
dark riddle not made for that of which he is
made capable and desirous; everything is begun,
nothing ended; the facts of the present scene
are unintelligible; the plainest analogies are
violated.”

We often hear the expression that Jesus Christ
abolished death arid that he died to bring “life
and immortality to light,” and these words have
great weight and power over many persons,
simply because they are ignorant of the real
facts in the case.

The Bible gives two distinct and conflicting
accounts of the resurrection of Jesus®—one with
his former body of flesh and bone, and the other
is- some sort of occult spiritual phenomenon.

We, of course, cannot prove immortality to be
a fact or a delusion by the Bible or any other
evidence, but we can Select from various sources
the most plausible arguments bearing upon the
subject. W.ith this fact in. viewj.it would seem
that a book of worship like the Episcopal “Com-
mon Prayer” should do' something more than ex-
press a general hope for a future life; but in it
we fin'd- .that important service entitled, “The
Burial of the Dead,” speaks of Jesus as the
resurrection and life, quotes freely from Paul,
praises God tw*o or three times by the phrase,
“Glory to the Father, Son and thé Holy Ghost,”
andl_then tells us that man- has but a short time
to live.

The Roman Catholic book of worship-, called
the “Key oh Heaven,” is as deficient-as the Epis-
copal, and both of them are characterized by a
general failure to give us even circumstantial
evidence that we shall survive the death of the
body. In fact, all through the various’ Chris-
tian sects, including the liberal with the ortho-
dox, there is a want of some fundamental basis
that the soul is immortal. Not long ago | heard
an Universalist clergyman say in his funeral dis-
course/: “If the disciples of Jesus had not touch-
ed him after the resurrection, -they would not
have believed in immortality; and this bright
hope would have been lost to the world.”

Any such view of the matter seems very dark
and irrational.

Some persons have believed that death meant
a sort of absorption of our souls into some form
of universal life or into the Deity. W.ith this
view, there can, of course, be no perso,nal individ-
uality that goes with us, no recognition of friends
or interest in the things which form a vital part
of this life and of us. If death means this, it
Is practically annihilation and the prospect is
not very inviting, though it seems to be often
supported by a strong spirit that makes the best
of circumstances. . *

If we deify Jesus, making him half God and
half man ih our estimation of his nature, then
some occult form of resurrection, from the dead
would, in his case, harmonize with his mixed
character, but he would not serve in any way as
an emblem for man; and even if we consider
him as purely human, and as having risen bodily
from the dead, the “logical inference would be
that henceforth all men three days after death
would rise bodily, appear for a season on earth
as before, then ascend visibly to the sky.”

The most plausible view is to regard Jesus as
simply human, and after the crucifixion as ap-
pearing spiritually to some of his disciples a
few times. According to the accounts, he was
not subject to the laws of time or space, so he
could not have been in a material body. This
view harmonizes with the common description
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of spirits materializing themselves and becom-
ing more or less visible to human sight.

The strange superstitions that have taken root
among Christians in regard to the nature of
Jesus renders him (*The Christ”) alien to us as
an example. Paul had a strong belief in a future
life, but he was too wise to make it depend, as
Christians generally do, on the resurrection of
Jesus:

Paul’s words are: “But if then he (man) has
no resurrection from the dead, then is Christ
not risen.”

Some persons speak of being conscious of an
immortal life, and this view-was held more or
less by Theodore Parker. He was certainly not
troubled by doubts in the matter, still it is an
abuse Of language to so express a hope.

Circumstantial evidence of another life is very
important, but something more direct is needed
in order to satisfy many minds.

Ernst Haeckel, one of the most able German
thinkers, has given a strong array of arguments
against immortality, and there is certainly no
evidence as powerful to combat his views as
Psychical Research.

Mr. Hyslop, in his work, “Science and a
Future Life,” has done a world of good by its
publication. He has shown that we have at
least one medium, Mrs. Piper, who can be re-
lied on; one who had the respect of all who
knew her, and was regarded as incapable of
fraud; still this did not prevent every precau-
tion being used by the Society of Psychical Re-
search when they took her in hand for the pur-
pose of making scientific tests.

In confining myself to Mrs. Piper as a medi-
um, | do not wish it to be understood as claim-
ing that she alone is reliable, though it may
possibly be safely said that 98 per cent of the
professional mediums are frauds.

There is an. immense amount of prejudice
against psychical research by Christians, and
they practically assume that it is the duty of
man to accept the doctrine of immortality as
an article of faith.

This- has certainly been the attitude of the
Christian church, but it is a will-o’-the-wisp
mmethod not worth serious thought.

It is true that psychical research tells us | of them just as it does off of a duck.

little or nothing about the character of another
life, but if it can give us any reasonable evi-
dence that we survive earthly death and shall
meet the loved ones who have gone before—
what a blessing it is.

That it does this is the most logical explana-
tion of the matter.

It is very certain that no principle existing in
telepathy can throw any light upon the subject,
as all the revelations from Mrs. Piper were
facts unknown to her and often to the sitter.
Frequently they were events gone through by
some relation of the sitter, or member of the
family, and subsequent inquiry had to be made
to establish their correctness. | am fully aware
that in spite of all that can be said in favor of
Psychical Phenomena of Spiritualism, the thing
will appear too extraordinary to yet find accep-
tance in the scientific world. A feeling will ex-
ist that some unknown mistake or fraud is at
the bottom of it.

Science is very conservative and cautious in
its attitude to new things, and | think wisely
so, but it is also equally eager to get all the
truth of every question. John Fiske was a good
representative of the scientific spirit, and his
views in regard to a future life were purely
Agnostic. He, however, left the door open when
he said;

“Who can tell but that which we call life is
really death, from which what we call death
iIs an awakening?”

This remark %rings to mind one of the com-
munications through Mrs, Piper in which a
spirit speaks of those in this life appearing to
disembodied spirits as if asleep. In Mr. M. J.
Savage we have a man of the greatest ability
who has the strongest confidence in Psychical
Research as an evidence of immortality.

He says: “The world is .getting ripe for it;
we are on the edge of it, and | believe with my
whole soul that it will not be long before im-
mortality will be as much discovered as America
was discovered by Columbus.”

Yarmouth Port, Mass.

The cross on the spire cannot save a burning
church.

Those people, as a rule, who do not find life
worth living, do nothing to make it so.
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MSSIONARIES IN TAHITI.

A Voyager in the South Pacific Writes of Them
to a Truth Seeker Reader.

(Editor of The Truth Seeker: | have just received
a letter from a friend who left San Francisco last year
on the steamer Mariposa for Tahiti Island. | will copy
some of it for you—F. E. Harris, Redlands, Cal.)

The large mountain valitys of Tahiti are
owned in common by the natives. Each family
owns a small piece of land along the coast. This
complex family property is a fine thing for the
native, otherwise he would have sold and been
swindled out of his land many years ago. It is
said the French government gives more liberty
and better protection to the natives, and in fact
all of its colonies, than any other government.
When the natives of Tahiti have property they
get married; otherwise, the man takes the wom-
an and lives with her as long as they can agree;
and he does not have to pay a skypilot for any
ceremony whatever. One of those fine strap-
ping young bulls (they call the young men bulls
here) was living" with three young girls. One
of the meddling missionaries told him it was
“very wrong; you will not go to heaven,” etc.,
“he should choose one of the girls, marry her,
and lead a Chrisuan life.” The young man told
him he had no choice; he loved the three, and
they loved him; all were satisfied ; he was able
to support them, and so he. could not see why
he should give two of them up.

I have often heard the Socialist soapbox
orator say, “The missionaries are the advance
agents of the capitalist,” and now | have the
fact demonstrated. Take this island for an ex-
ample. Before the natives ever heard or saw a
white man they lived an ideal life, we may say,
for barbarians. They lived in communism,
food of all. kinds was plentiful ; the climate was
comfortable ; there was no need for clothes ; their
lives were simple and happy; their wants were
few and easily supplied by a few hours of work.
Their food consisted of fish, cocoanuts, bread
fruit, bananas, yams, etc., and to obtain these

ed, or they went fishing, they rubbed cocoanut
oil over their bodies, and water would run off
I will
say right here that steel tools are the only bene-
ficial things the natives have obtained from
civilization, as far as | can observe.

This will give you an ide#- of how the natives
lived before they saw or heard of these white
devils, the missionaries. Of course, the natives
had their superstitious ideas of gods, ghosts,
devils, etc., and it was on these that the mis-
sionaries laid the foundations for their robbery
and degradation of the natives, by making more
broad and complex the scope of their supersti-
tions. After they had gained their confidence,
or in other words, converted them to one of oui
variety of religions, they began to work from
a material basis. They taught the natives to
wear cheap calico clothes, to wear shoes and
hats, to smoke tobacco and drink bad whiskey,
to drink coffee and tea, to eat white flour bread
and embalmed beef, to work and pay taxes, etc.
To give you an example of the graft and in-
consistency of this missionary machine : the mis-
sionaries collect money of the natives for the
poor white people in France, and in France they
collect money to convert the heathens in Tahiti.
The natives do not quite sabby their collection
lor the poor whites of France, because formerly
the missionaries told them that every one that
wished to could be rich, have servants, horses
and carriages in the white man’s country. They
also taught them they should read and study
the Christian Bible, the Christian Bible only, as
the true word’ of God. All other books were
the work of the devil. After the missionary
came the business man with his dopes, from
coffee and tobacco to opium.

On the arrival of these masked wolves, as |
have described, the natives were living a life of
peace and plenty. The hand of fellowship was
always extended to the stranger, who was in-
\iteci to eat and given a bed overnight. The
white men took advantage of this hospitality and
many times have driven away the native man
and taken possession of his wife and house. Now
most of the natives, men and women, use
tobacco and drink orange rum. It is said 80
per cent of the natives have syphilis in their
blood. There are several cases of leprosy on
the island. But even to this day the natives
are very generous and sociable to strangers.
While traveling about the island | have often
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been invited to come in and fest, when they
would give me food and delicious milk of the
young cocoa to drink; but they are not so gen-
erous t6 the white settler. They will call
around to see the white people, and if they see
anything they want they just take it. They will
raid his vanilla and cocoanut plantations at
right. If accused of stealing, they will say,
“Oh, no, | didn’t steal; | just took it along.”

They do not sabby the word “steal.”

The Woman is boss in Tahiti; due partly to
the scarcity of females. The natives celebrate
the firstborn of every girl, whether the mother
is married of not. They consider it an honor
to have children® They also have great doings
when they dedicate one Of their new churches.
A short time ago they spent $5,000 at one of
them. A gentleman | met was telling me about
One of the other islands near here. “There were
several missions on this island, so they have to
give the natives all kinds of freedom in the
churches to hold them. Every one demands the
right to speak when he feels like it. One Sun-
day morning | attended one of these missions.
One of their rules was that all should hold up
their right hands when any one was praying.
That was tiresome, and the natives objected to
it. After service was over they told the pilot
they wanted the rule abolished. The old pilot
tried to bluff them, and told them if they did
not like it they could leave the church. The
natives threw the pilot out at sea.”

I have attended several of the'native singings
or hymnery as they call it. Once a month they
have a large hymn feasting, with a lot of love
thrown in. It starts about 3 p. m. and is kept
up all night. Their singing is not in harmony,
but still it is not monotonous. Some were talk-
ing, some laughing, some smoking, including the
women, during the performance.

Religious Property Taxed.

The Supreme Court of the state of New Jersey
has decided that property owned by camp meet-
ing associations is no longer entitled to the priv-
ileges of tax exemptions embraced in their re-
spective charters, granted by the legislature in
1869. This decision was reached in the case of
Hanover Township vs. The Camp Meeting As-
sociation of the Newark Conference. This will
either bankrupt Ocean Grove or else force the
association to grant its leaseholds the rights of
a borough government.

The assessor of Neptune township, in which
Ocean Grove is located, has been instructed by
Major Carl Lentz, president of the State Board
for the Equalization of Taxes, to begin on May
20 to assess every parcel of real and personal
property within the association’s limits. The
property in question is valued at $2,000,000 and
the taxes upon it will exceed $30,000.

The question of ownership and to whom to
assess the property has to be decided at once.
No. property in Ocean Grove is held by the
lease holders in fee simple. They lease -their
respective lots for a term of ninety-nine years.
Should it be decided that the association is the
real owner and has to pay the tax, it will have
to give up title to all its holdings and a borough
government will probably result, replacing the
peculiar one which has been in vogue.

If it should be decided that the individual lease
holders are subject to the township, county and
state tax, the legality of the tax of $10 a year
for a lot which they now pay to the association
will undoubtedly be attacked, as under the con-
stitution of the state it would be double taxa-
tion and unconstitutional.

Whichever way the matter terminates,-either
the association or the landholders will have to
pay taxes in the amount of $30,000. It is esti-
mated that the association has since it was
founded escaped paying taxes in the amount of
$500,000.

Asbury Park, N. J., May 22.—It is the lease-
holders in Ocean Grove who will have to pay
tax on the land in the camp meeting city and
not the Ocean Grove Association. A decision
to this effect was made today by the Monmouth
County Board of Taxation after their counsel
had quoted decisions of the courts that the nine-
ty-nine-year leaseholders were for the purposes
of taxation absolute owners of their property.
The property owners will appeal to the State
Board of Taxation. More than $2,000,000 of
property in Ocean Grove is affected by the as-
sessment.
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THE CHRIST.

A Critical Review and Analysis of the Evidence
of His Existence.

BY JOHN E. REMSBURG.

CHAPTER VIII.
Character and Teachings.
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Who was Jesus Christ?

Mark: He was the son of man.

Matthew and Luke: He was the Son of God.

John: He was God himself.

In the Four Gospels are presented three en-
tirely different conceptions of the Christ. In
Mark he is represented as the son of human par-
ents—the Messiah—but simply a man. In Mat-
thew and Luke we have the story of the
miraculous conception—he is represented as the
Son of God. In John he is declared to be God
himself. “In the beginning was the Word
[Christ], and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God” (i, 1).

According to Mark Christ is a man; according
to Matthew and Luke, a demi-god; according to
John, a God.

.Voltaire thus harmonizes these discordant con-
ceptions: “The son of God is the same as the
son of man; the son of man is the same as"the
son of God. God, the father, is the same as
Christ, the son; Christ, the son, is the same as
God, the father. This language may appear con-
fused to unbelievers, but Christians will readily
understand it.”

This is quite as intelligible as the Christian
Confession of Faith, Article Il of which reads
as follows: “The Son, which is the Word of the
Father, begotten from everlasting of the Father,
the very and eternal God, and of one substance
with the Father, took man’s nature in the womb
of the blessed Virgin, of her substance: so that
two whole and perfect Natures/that is to say,
the Godhead and Manhood, were joined together
in one Person, never to be divided, whereof is
one Christ, very God, and very Man.”

“The theological Christ is the impossible union
of the human and divine—man with the attri-
butes of God, and God with the limitations and
weaknesses of man.”—Ingersoll.
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Is God a visible Being?
Jacob: “l have seen God face to face” (Genesis
xxxii, 30).
John: “No man hath seen God at any time”
(i, 18). :
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How many Gods are there?

Mark: One.

John: Three.

Mark teaches the doctrine of Unitarianism
(Monotheism), or one God. John teaches, not
the doctrine of Unitarianism or one God, nor yet
the doctrine of Trinitarianism or three Gods in
one, but the doctrine of Tritheism or three dis-
tinhct Gods, separate and independent of each
other.
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Is the doctrine of the- Trinity taught in the
New Testament?

“For there are three that bear record in hea-
ven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost:
and these three are one” (1 John v, 7).

This is the only passage in the New Testa-
ment which clearly teaches the doctrine of the
Trinity, and this passage is admitted by all
Christian scholars to be an interpolation.

When the modern version of the New Testa-
ment was first published by Erasmus it was criti-
cised because it contained no text teaching the
doctrine of the Trinity. Erasmus promised his
critics that if a manuscript could be found con-
taining such a text he would insert it. The
manuscript was “found,” and the text quoted ap-
peared in a later edition. Concerning this inter-
polation Sir Isaac Newton, in a letter to a friend’,
which was afterward published by Bishop Hors-
ley, says: “When the adversaries of Erasmus
had got the Trinity into his edition, they threw
gy their manuscript as an old almanac out of

ate.”

Alluding to the doctrine of the Trinity, Thomas
Jefferson says: “It is too late in the day for men
of sincerity to pretend they believe in the Pla-
tonic mysticism that three are one and one is
three, and yet, that the one is not three, and the

three not one. . But this constitutes the
craft, the power, and profits of the priests. Sweep
away their gossamer fabrics of fictitious religion,
and they would catch no more flies” (Jefferson’s
Works, vol. iv, p. 205, Randolph’s ed.).

Again Jefferson says: “The hocus-pocus phan-
tasm of a God, like «another Cerberus, with one
body and three heads, had its birth hnd growth
in the blood of thousands and thousands of mar-
tyrs” (lbid, p. 360).
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Was Christ the only begotten Son of God?

( John): He was “the only begotten Son of God”
iii, 18).

“There were giants in the earth in those days:
and also after that, when the sons of God came
in unto the daughters of men, and they bare
children unto them” (Genesis vi, 4).
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By what agency and when was the Christ be-
gotten?

Matthew and Luke: By the Holy Ghost at the
time of his conception by the Virgin Mary.

According to Justin the Holy Ghost begat the
Christ, not at the conception of Jesus, as claimed
by these Evangelists, but at his baptism. At
his baptism the voice from heaven said: “Thou
art my son; this day have | begotten thee’
(Dialogues 88).

The correctness of Justin’s statement is cor-
roborated by Hebrews: “Christ glorified not
nimself to be made an high priest; but he that
said unto him, Thou art my Son, today have I
begotten thee” (v, 5). Christ’s priesthood began
at his baptism.
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Of what'gender is the Holy Ghost?

Matthew (Greek Ver.) : Masculine gender.

Matthew (Hebrew Ver.) : Feminine gender.

The Holy Ghost (Spirit)-, as was noted in a
previous chapter, was with the Greeks of mascu-
line gender, with the Jews of feminine gender.
The Gospel According té the Hebrews, which, it
is claimed, was the original Gospel of Matthew,
represented Jesus as saying, “Just now my
mother, the Holy Ghost, laid hold on me-.”

If the Holy Ghost was the mother of Jesus~did"
he have two mothers? According”to our Greek,
version of Matthew, as well as that of Luke, he
had one mother and three reputed fathers—God,
the Holy Ghost, arid Joseph.
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Christ, it is affirmed, was born of Mary. If
so, what relation did she bear to him?

1. If he was born of Mary she was his mother.

2. She “being with child by the Holy Ghost,”
and Father, Son and Holy Ghost.being one, she
bore to him the relation of wife.

3. God being the Father of all mankind,- and
God and Christ being one, she was his daughter.

4. She being the daughter of God, and Christ
being the Son of God, she was therefore his
sister.

Consequently Mary bore to him the relation
of mother, wife, daughter and. sister.

In order to' escape the ban on baseball in
Westchester county, this state, the New Rochelle
team, it is said, will go to the Fort. Slocum mili-
tary reservation on David’s island in Long Is-
land Sound and play with a team organized there
by the soldiers. The newspapers have it that
the ball players decided to take refuge op the
government property when they learned from the
R'ev. Thomas P. McLoughlin, a Catholic priest of
New Rochelle, that President Roosevelt fully ap-
proves of Sunday ball playing and would no
doubt sustain the officers of the fort if the sheriff
should try to make trouble about the game. The
priest McLoughlin says that he was in Wash-
ington last fall and had an interview with the
President, at which the subject was brought up.
“l told the President,” says McLoughlin, “that
I did not see how there could be any harm in
people playing baseball or attending the national
game on Sunday after their religious duties had
been discharged. The President replied: ‘That
is the kind of talk I like to hear from a clergy-
man.”” The priest says that the President told
him that after he had attended services in his
church in Washington he often went back to the
White House and played a game of tennis in
the afternoon.



Minor Editorial

Can a revivalist go into a town and
heap Contumely on its citizens? Can a
man’s wife and children be told from
the pulpit that the man will die and go
to hell and that the. widow will marry a
.pin-headed dude? Can an evangelist say
these things and get away with it? In
Warrensburg, 1ll., the Rev. A. D. Pledger,
an assistant of “Billy” Sunday,, asked
Mr. Charles Batchelder of that city if he
wanted to be saved, and Batchelder said
he didn't; he was chiefly concerned, these
hard times, in making a living. The Rev.
Pledger, evangelizing Warrensburg, went
back to the pulpit from the floor where
he was soliciting and said:

“It is strange what excuses men will

offer for inot" becoming Christians. |
was talking to a man—and he is here

tonight—who_says he is living to make
money, that if he can get a dollar from
a man in a trade he will do it. He will

not trust me, and he will not trust any
man. A man who' will not trust another
I would, not trust across the street with
a dime. I wouldn’t trust him in a room
with a dead man for fear he would steal
the nickels from his eyes.”

The evangelist capped this with the
story of a man down in Texas who ac-
cumulated a lot of money, but didn’t
join the5, church, and when he died he
went to hell, while, his wife married a
pin-headed dude who sat on’ the front
eporch  and smoked twenty-flve-cent
cigars at the expense of the man who
had made the money. Mr. Batchelder
got up and inquired whether he was the
man to whom the preacher applied these
remarks. Pledger said he was. The next
day as the evangelist' was about, to take
a train out of Warrensburg an officer cop-
ped him and said he was under arrest
for. unbecoming conduct and disorderly
language. Batchelder had sworn out a
complaint, and had been foresighted
enough to-make the people the complain-
ants so that the state- would conduct the
prosecution without expense to himself.
He didn’'t want Pledger’s money; he only
wanted vindication. A jury was impanel-
ed, and in a speech which the local
newspaper pronounces a classic, the pros-
ecutor asked the question with which we
have opened the paragraph. Would War-
rensburg permit one of its citizens to be
covered with contumely by a cheap evan-
gelist? " Can a .citizen with impunity be
told he will go to hell and that his wid-
ow will marry a pin-headed dude to
smoke rich cigars at his expense? The
jury, composed of farmers, deliberated
for four hours, and then answered in the
negative by fining Pledger ten dollars
and costs. The evangelist vowed that
he would take an appeal, which he is
justified in doing, for if he and his chief
are debarred by law from talking like
blackguards they cannot talk at all. It
was a celebrated case in Warrensburg
and must become such in the annals of
jurisprudence. Not every man can get
the people to take up his case, as Mr.
Batchelder did, when insulted from the
pulpit.

The American Neurological Associa-
tion listened to an address at Philadel-
phia, May 21, by Dr. S. Weir Mitchell,
whom the association had just elected

president. Dr. Mitchell's remarks con-
tained a brief mention of Christian
Science, of which he said: *“Although

Eddyism, in one form or another, is &s
old as civilization, 1 am amazed that the
disciplined minds of Americans, usually
so skeptical, should be taken in such
increasing numbers by an elderly woman
with a smile.” Dr. Mitchell would be
spared his amazement If he would pause
to consider how many thousands have
been taken in by religious fakers of
whom Mrs. Eddy only happens to be one
of the latest. Her pretensions, for ex-
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ample, are small compared with those of
the pope of Rome. She does not pre-
tend to be God's personal representative
on earth as he does. There is little in
her system which may not be extracted
from the Bible, a book in the inspiration
of which Dr. Mitchell is supposed to be-
lieve. Her school is only a revival of
the system of “pastoral medicine” prac-
ticed in the middle ages by the church,
and her “malicious animal magnetism”
does not differ essentially from the black
art and demoniac possession in which
Jesus and Paul were undoubted believers
and which they professed to combat.
Mrs. Eddy merely emphasizes certain fea-
tures of the Christian superstition, which
are as factual as any of the rest of it.

Does Bishop Burgess of the Long Island
Episcopal diocese believe what he says
in his late address is true—that the Epis-
copal church has something which other
churches have not, i. e., “descent from the
apostles, or what we call apostolic suc-
cession”?  Apostolic succession means
that the apostle Paul put his hands on
the head of the first Episcopal bishop, and
that bishop on the next one, and so
down to the bishops of today, so that
there is a line of contact between heads
and hands all the way back to St. Paul.
The Episcopalians deny that Peter was
the first pope, and that there is an un-
broken series of popes from him to Pope
Pius X. Catholics deny the validity of
the succession claimed by the Episcopa-
lians. Either church can give much
stronger proof that the other is wrong
than that itself is right. Both succes-
sions are fictitious and appeared when
needed. The claims of an accepted re-
ligion are not examined. A successful
impostor, like Joseph Smith or John
Alexander Dowie or Mrs. Eddy, might
trace their lineage to an intrigue con-
ducted by Jesus Christ, and their follow-
ers would believe in it as firmly as Bish-
op Burgess believes in apostolic suc-
cession. The subjects of King Menelik,
the Christian ruler of Abyssinia, accept
his representation that he was begotten
of the queen of Sheba by Solomon when
she visited that monarch.

George E. Sterry, the New York mer-
chant so well known in church work,
who was shot to death a few days ago
by his son, George E. Sterry, Jr., had
not neglected to rear his children in the
fear and admonition of the Lord. The
son who killed him left a letter, written
before the murder and suicide, in which
he said: “It seems to me that God has
told me to do what | propose doing. |
prayed to God not less than twenty
times a day to show me some other way
out of this trouble, and | truthfully be
lieve he has shown me the proper way
to save my family from disgrace.” There
is no instance recorded where God, when
appealed to in prayer, did not show the
person praying that the course already
determined upon was the one approved
by heaven. God's views and will are
always those of his worshiper.

The Daily Star of Chattanooga, Tenn.,
prints a garbled version of Ingersoll’s
anti-alcohol speech, adds to it a speech
by somebody else, and credits the whole
to Ingersoll. The editors who print this
piece of dual authorship me contribu-
ting to our eulighteniueut. They illustrate
with a concrete example how one writer
may obtain credit or discredit for another
one’s work, and the name of the original
author may be lost, as is that of the com-
poser of the “pseudo-lugersoll” temper-
ance speech. Applying the lesson to the
books of the Bible we reach the conclu-
sions of the Higher Critics who find evi-
dence of dual or multiple authorship in
those books. Hence the incongruous lot
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serve, and the best results obtained were
to get a piece Of a Truth Seeker edi-
torial into the Congressional Record.

of compositions attributed to Moses, to
David, to Solomon, who may or may not
have written any considerable part of

them. A dozen years ago this temper-
ance speech, on which his enemies based
a charge of plagiarism against Ingersoll,
was explained in the secular and relig-
ious press. It is still going the rounds.
There is another instance. A poem en-
titled "There Is No Death” makes its ap-
pearance frequently with the name of
Sir E. Bulwer Lytton attached. Yet it is
a decade since the history of that poem
was given to the public, and its real
author, James L. McCréery, named. By
these instances may be judged what cer-
tainty we have that ancient writings
have come down to us accompanied by
the names of their actual authors from
an age when error or fraud could not be
corrected or exposed.

The funeral of Mrs. Elise Blenker took
place at the home of her daughter, Mrs.
Weber, 236 Rich avenue, Mt. Vernon. N.
Y., on May 16, Mr. E. C. Walker de-
livering the address. Mrs. Blenker,
whose age was about eighty-five years,
was the widow of Louis Blenker, Ger-
man soldier and patriot, born in Worms
in 1812, who after the defeat of the revo-
lutionary movement in 1849, of which
he had been one of the leaders, took ref-
uge in the United States, and in 1861
became a brigadier-general in the Union
army. It is said to have been General
Blenker who covered the retreat of the
Union army after Bull Run and prevent- i
ed the Confederate troops from marching |
on to Washington. He died in 1863. |
The funeral of Mrs. Blenker. who has |
of late years resided with her daughter, |
was attended only by members oi the |
family and intimate friends.

The heretic has a short shrift in Minne- |
sota. The Rev. Robert Hammond Cotton. *
Episcopalian, of Minneapolis, agrees with
Dr. Crapsey on two points—“the virgin
birth of Jesus as wvulgarly understood,
and Jle resurrection as vulgarly under-
stood.” The Rev. Dr. Cotton has a mys-
tical interpretation of both these doc- |
trines which amounts to throwing JleT |
overboard altogether, for the doctrines
amount to nothing unless they are ac- |
cepted “as vulgarly understood, that is.
in a physical sense. Sishop Edsall writes
to the Rev. Cotton that he cannot feel |
it consistent with his duty to continue tha |
preacher’s license in Minnesota after his
present term has expired. Thus without |
trial or jury Mr. Cotton is untrocked. |
Who wouldn't be a preacher with Jle |
choice of suppressing his ideas or losing |
Jle right to earn a living at his trade?

The Socialist platform, adopted at Jle |
Chicago national convention, contains a
plank on religion. It announces that |
“Ne Socialist movement is primarily
economic and political and does not con- |
cern itself wiffi religious beliefs." (t is
well enough tor an economic and politi-
cal movement to ignore religious beliefs
so long as religious beliefe ignore Jle
movement. But when one-half of Jle
church is fighting J/le movement and Jle
o/fler half trying to control it, J1e ques- |
tion whether it will combat J1le one and
ally itself with Jle oJler becomes of
some interest. Christians are now in
Jle majority in  America. Socialism
needs a majority to win. If it gets ffiat
majority without a change in religious
views; the Socialist state will be Chris-
tian. Will the last state be better or
worse flan JSle first?

The President has signed the bill re-
storing Jle motto “In God We Trust"
to the coins, and J1e director of Jle mint
is preparing dies to make new coins
bearing the above misstatement of fact.
This closes J1e incident. That JSle motto
is restored is not our fault. When Jle
bill to restore it was before Congress we
expressed our opinion of it without re-

just been struck off.

Edwin C. Walker paid a well de-
served tribute to Moncure D. Con-
way, “Freethinker and Humanita-
rian,”" in his address last winter at

i the Paine-Conway memorial meet-
ing at the Manhattan Liberal Club

i in New York, which has now been

Iput into a neat paper bound vol-
ume. The sketch of Conway is as-
interesting as were the extraordi-
nary experiences of the man’s life.
How significant his thought in con-
nection with the slavery problem,
that justice was the stone rejected
of the builders which must become
the chief stone of the corner. And
how true it is our our own great
problems.—The Public, Chicago.

A Sketch and an Appreciation ot
MONCURE
DANIEL
CONWAY

Freethinker and Humanitarian

By Edwin C. Walker

Faw who have been charmed and in-
structed by the later writings of Dr. Con-
way are aware of the vast extent of his
activities in his more than fifty years of
public life.
tell the story than Mr. Walker, who has

No one is better equipped to

made a specialty of collecting all Con-
way matter, and who is broad-minded
enough to treat his subject without apolo-
gizing for any of his radicalism. The
pamphlet is of 56 pages. It presents the
fruitful life of Conway to Freethinkers as

their heritage.

Price 15 Cents
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

ANOTHER IMPRESSION OF

Thumbscrew and Rack

Pictures and Descriptions of

TORTURE INSTRUMENTS
employed for Jle
EXTIRPATION OF HERESY
and for Jle

Promulgation of Christianity

BY GEORGE E. MACDONALD.

Torture instruments from Jle Nurem-
berg collection and J1e Holy Inquisition
were on exhibition in New York a few
years ago and were inspected and de-
scribed dy Jle aunflor. The description
is printed with original drawings. Text
and_illustrations are_vivid.

Since its first publication J1e pamphlet
has gone to Jle printer for more new
impressions Jlan w.e can remember, and
it 1s still in demand. A new edition has
en It is a document
that will interest anybody.

Think of twelve persons who ought to
read how Jle church has punished her-
esy and send us their names with a dol-
lar. We will do the rest.

Single Copies, 10 cents; per dozen, $1

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,
62 Vesey Street, New York.
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LETTERS OF FRIENDS.

Readera desirous of communicating
with the writers of the letters in this de-
ila_artment may address them in care of

he Truth Seeker, 62 Vesey Street, New
York, N. Y., and the letters will be read-
dressed and forwarded.

FREETHOUGHT FIRST.
From C. Severance, California.
E. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir:

The Truth Seeker is food and drink
to the mind, and well does it supply the
mental pabulum which thinking minds
need and must have, for the mind as
well as the body has its requirements,
and “man cannot live by bread alone.”
Never was.it filled with better brain pro-
ductions than now, and its influence on
those who read and think will extend
far into the future, and on human con-
duct in time to come it will, because of
its liberalizing influence, be a power for
good and much benefit to generations
yet unborn. We know this from the influ-
ence of men’s thoughts, who are long
dead, and yet stir and thrill the minds of
the living with the truths they proclaim-
ed. The press is the most powerful fac-
tor in existence when men’'s thoughts
and actions are under consideration, for
that which enables one man’'s thoughts
to reach so many, and permits the prod-
ucts of every great mind to be the com-
mon property of all who will take the
trouble to read, does and must produce
results beyond estimate. How any mind
can be satisfied with the dead and non-
progressive ideas of religion is a mystery
to one who feeds on Freethought produc-
tions, and yet millions are, for that
period of development, or the presence
of right conditions, has not awakened
them. In a letter from an unbelieving
friend in L. A., he recently told me of
a call he had from one of the prominent
preachers in the city, and he expressed
surprise at the way he talked in confi-
dence and candor; and yet reports of
his sermons can be characterized as
nothing but arrant nonsense. | have
mailed him a well marked Truth Seeker
and hope it will stimulate the growth of
ideas he expresses in private; but while
one must live and provide for his family
few preachers will give up a good sal-
ary and throw themselves on the mercy
of a cold world; where dollars are hard to
get by one who, having been educated
for the ministry and knowing but little
apart from it, is handicapped in earning
a livelihood. So hypocrites will continue
from necessity to pound the pulpit and
expound what they do not. believe. Our
friend Marilla Ricker is to be compli-
mented on recent productions of her pen,
and | know of no woman now writing for
the press who can express herself more
clearly and forcibly. And while com-
pliments are in order it is well to be-
stow one on the editorial “Our First
Duty.” *“It is good stuff,” as my friend
Armstrong says, and is full of indispu-
table facts. While a convert .to Social-
ism, | have never lost sight of the fact
that Freethinkers—men who have fought
religion and priestcraft in days of
danger and despotism—have made pos-
sible the dissemination of socialistic
ideas, and Freethought still occupies the
first and foremost position in the world’s
progress. While a vestige of religion re-
mains men will be mental slaves, and
mental slaves were never radical think-
ers or reformers; and when we get close
to the radical Socialist we find he has
about as much use for religion, as a rule,
as you and I. A man cannot work very

hard or successfully for this world when
his mind is more interested and occu-
pied in another; and when one is reli-
gious enough to believe the god he wor-
ships is directing the affairs of mankind,
he is wvery timid about demanding
changes for fear such demands will re-
flect on god’s will and purpose. So it

is very true that “our first duty” is “the
removal of the restrictions of religious
creeds on the minds of men,” for until
that is accomplished those thus afflicted
will remain puppets in the hands of the
priesthood, those damnable enemies of
liberty in every form, and shape. So on
with your work and may the Truth Seek-
er never falter in its labor for mental
emancipation.

THE REV. DIXON.
From Parker Wineman, Chicago.
Dear Macdonald:

I read in the last Truth Seeker your
inquiry as to who started the “lie” about
R. G. Ingersoll at one time publishing a
book so obscene it was excluded from the
mails.

There, is none but a wilful “liar” tint
would utter such a “villainous” falsehood
against R. G. Ingersoll, “as pure as the
lilies of the field.”

This fool Dixon claims to be authority
upon all species of the sin microbe, and
the cureall when administered under his
formula. He has been forcing himself up-
on Chicago people for some time. No
more vain bug flies. His public utter-
ances are paid for as. “advertisements,”
which are admitted into the columns of
a Chicago paper accompanied with Dix-
on’s beautiful face, purposely, no doubt,
to give the ladies time and opportunity
to scrutinize his angelic features.

Dixon has attempted to work on the
credulity of our judges of the courts, our
aidermen, oui merchants, our capitalists,
and the respectable class. Special invi-
tations have been sent them to set aside
a time when he will tell them the
straight and narrow road to follow. The
consummate cheek of such a freak of na-
ture “primed and primped,” standing be-
fore an audience, to be inspected, and
judged by his utterance and “features,”
hypocrisy in every word and look, is
enough to give a sensible man the lock-
jaw.

Among all men of any and every call-
ing, in my opinion, a liar is most “de-
testable” and Dixon knows down deep
in his “dishonest” heart that he lies
whenever he undertakes the defamation
of Ingersoll's character. No honest, up-
right man, be he Christian or pagan, will
defame the character of R. G. Ingersoll.
Those who do are short on brain and
honor.

“HONEST DOUBT.”
From George Allen White, Massachusetts.
E. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir:

Considerable is heard in these days
about “honest doubt.” It seems to be
generally believed by Christian people
that there are two kinds of dissentients
against their religion—those whose
doubts are honest, and those whose
doubts ‘are dishonest.

Now, no such thing as dishonest doubt
does or can exist. We might as well
talk of dishonest sincerity or broad nar-
rowness. All doubt is doubt, all equally
worthy; and by the mere fact it actually
is doubt, and not hypocrisy or something
else, it must of necessity be honest. If
it is not honest, it is not doubt, whatever
itis. Sometimes a scrutiny of the causes
leading up to the mental processes com-
pelling doubt may conceivably reveal
the skeptic as unconsciously swayed by
unworthy considerations, and indicate
that the stability of his doubtings may
well be questioned. But whatever the
nature of the preliminary questionings,
the moment they lead up to and become
crystallized into doubt, that moment all
allegations of dishonesty are outlawed.

Of course, it is possible for one to pre-
tend to doubt things, although in reality
feeling no questioning spirit whatever. |
may be convinced of the genuineness of
the Bible as an inspired work, and yet
may continually call in question its pu-

May 30, 1908

tatively divine inspiration. The Chris-
tian may in truth have no faith in the
dogmas which he assumes to reverence,
but may live an entire lifetime in a state
of flagrant dishonesty. When conditions
like these exist, there is no doubt. There
is only pretense. The quasi-unbeliever
has no doubt of inspiration. He simply
pretends to have. The quasi-Christian
does not doubt, the fallibility of his re-
ligion—does not doubt Agnosticism or
Atheism. He merely pretends to do so.

It may be said here that probably the
membership of Christian churches con-
tains ninety-nine hypocrites to every One
who may be found in the Freethought
ranks. Why should a man desire to' makp
his fellows imagine him a Freethinker
or a doubter unless he really is one at
heart? The incentive is all the other way.
TO obtain a little cheap notoriety, we
may be told. But the cases must be ex-
tremely rare in which for such small re-"
suits one is willing to endure the lifelong
frowns, the ostracisms, the persecutions,
that even yet await the iconoclast in
most communities, and that tend to de-
tract from his happiness. On the other
hand, it is well known that the Christian
church is honeycombed, with parasites
whose allegiance is conferred only with
an eye to the loaves and fishes. All be-
lief is honest, even as au doubt is hon-
est; for whatever is dishonest cannot
have reached the stage of belief and must
be stamped as mere make-believe.

Whether skepticism be real or pretend-
ed, however, it is the auty of religious
disputants to defend their doctrines
against attack. If a statement is true,
what difference does it make in large
perspective what the motives may have
been? The revelations of Copernicus
ought to have been accepted $n their
merits as irrefragable facts, and cannot
be rejected as spurious just because the
man may have announced them in spite
against a religious mother-in-law. | Theo-
logical questions like tne Fall of Man,
the Atonement, the Resurrection, and
Transubstantiation are to be decided ac-
cording to the evidence relating pointed-
ly and solely to those questions, and are
not at all to be confused by bilious cogi-
tations whether those venturing to chal-
lenge these absurdities can by any pos-
sibility be honest;

It is natural that he who discovers his
position to be untenable should cast
about for something which can be said
ad hominem—an argument used only as
a last resort, if at all, by even approxi-
mately respectable contestants. Unable
to impugn the facts submitted by skep-
tical adversaries, unable to argue intel-
ligibly, the religionist seeks to impugn
the men themselves. This may be emi-
nently Christian, but is not exactly ideal.

To believe the average impugner of
doubt, only that incipient bread-and-but-
ter questioning which keeps self-interest-
edly close to the moorings of Orthodoxy
sis entitled to the designation “honest™;
the next stage in the advance toward lib-
eralism is regarded as evidence of dishon-
est thought; a step beyond this perhaps
shows the doubter to be “prejudiced” or
“bitter’”; while when the anathematized
camp of Atheism itself is reached, hon-
esty ceases altogether, and the truth
seeker becomes, instead of the honorable
and fearless investigator that reason
might indicate, simply a "low scoffer” at
sacred things. In other words, the more
nearly honest a man is, the more dishon-
est he appears to Orthodox eyesight. The
attitude of cowardly questioning and sel-
fish hesitation which characterizes the
ordinary liberal Christian who hates to
abandon his hope of supreme enjoyment
in a future life and consequently perhaps
the social features of his enjoyment in
this, is not one of “honest doubt,” but
rather one of contemptible, egoistic and
inexcusable narrow-mindedness. The
sooner Christians, taking their cue from
the cant of the cad-clergy, stop calling
this depraved class the only' “honest”

kind of doubters, the better it will be for
them.

A MISTAKEN EVANGELIST.
From Frank Swancara, Kansas.

E. M. Macdonald-—Dear Sir:

Our local (Garden City) paper con-
tains the following with reference to one
ofl a series of talks to men during the
conduct of a union revival now in prog-
ress:

“The evangelist gave a brief talk on
‘Infidels and Infidelity; His address was
clear and logical and he took up the ar-
guments advanced by Infidels and refut-
ed them one after another.”

In explaining why men become Infidels
the preacher- asserted that the conduct
of some- church members brings discred-
it upon religion and creates doubts con-
cerning Christianity. We contend that
this is not the cause of our Infidelity,
and when we point to the erring Chris-
tians we do not give their misconduct as
the reason for our disbelief, but merely
refer to their misdeeds to show that re-
ligious belief does not always make men
virtuous; When we decided upon the
truth or falsity of a creed we do not base
our opinion upon the character of its ad-
herents. We examine the creed, not the
Christian.

In further accounting for the Infidelity
of our city the preacher said that “disbe-
lief was due to ignorance.” If that be
true, why is it that we know not of any
Infidel becoming a believer, while many
Christian thinkers have renounced their
faith? Even Christian libraries, contain
material and literature to show that
Moncure D. Conway, the student and
thinker, who after having been an able
Methodist preacher became an Infidel,
Had never repented his change' of views,,
and died a loyal Freethinker. Ernest
Renan, religious in youth, was in his lat-
ter years an Infidel. In our time We find
J. E. Roberts of Kansas City whom our
evangelist calls an “Infidel” and thinks
he is,thereby hurling an epithet at him.

We were told of charitable- institutions
founded by Christians, and the question
was asked, “What have Infidels ever
done?” Having access to a Christian li-
brary | consulted a cyclopedia to find if
that Christian assertion were true, and |
find the preachers have falsified the
facts. | find that America had an Infi-
del named Stephen Girard, a banker, who
died in Philadelphia in 1831. The cyclo-
pedia speaks of him as a Freethinker and
an admirer of Voltaire and Rousseau; it
tells of his assistance given when yellow
fever raged in Philadelphia, of his nu-
merous and liberal contributions to
charitable institutions and societies, and
states that he founded an institution of
learning.

The evangelist told us that the great-
est thinkers of the world, the greatest
poets and philosophers, were Christians,
but he did not admit that there were
many exceptions. Christian propagan-
dists do npt admit such things. Some
time ago | made the assertion to a num-
ber of Christians that Thomas Jefferson
was an Infidel. They did not seem to
believe it, and all stated that they never
hear such a statement made before. Had
| told them that | got the fact from some
Infidel author they would have still
doubted Jefferson’s Infidelity, but | was
able to refer them to a Christian book,
and of course from such a source we can
get but a reluctant admission. In “The
New American Cyclopedia” published by
D. Appleton & Co., 1872, .Vol. IX, page
767, | find the following with reference
to Thomas Jefferson:

“He carried the rule of subjecting
everything to the test of abstract reason

into matters of religion. Discarding faith
gsliynphilosophical, he became an Infi-
el.

In the Literary Digest of December
22, 1906, appears an extract from the
Outlook which characterizes the religion
of Abraham Lincoln as a form of Ag-



nostliclsm. From Freethotigh literature
we can gather the names of hundreds of
great Infidels, but not so'many from
Christian writers, yet we can gather the
names of Darwin, Humboldt, Franklin,
Spinoza, and others, and one who cer-
tainly did not recant, whose Infidelity
was so genuine that he would not deny
it to save his life, who was burned at the
stake by the Christians—Giordano Bruno.

The preacher’ linked the Anarchists
with Infidels, meaning to convey the im-
pression that to be one is to be the other.
Robert Ingersoll was an Infidel and a Re-
publican. Thomas Paine was far from
an Anarchist. Thomas Jefferson was a
Democrat. The Anarchist who slew the
priest in Denver was not an Infidel, but,
according to the reports of the associated
press, was a sincere Catholic, a devout
.believer, who although he hated the
priests yet loved his religion.

The world- is yet to learn of a crime
committed as the direct result of Infi-
delity. The world will soon forget the
recent Christian crime in Pennsylvania
where a sincere believer in God's Book
murdered his niece’, a child of five
years, thinking he was executing a com-
mand of his compassionate God.

THE BEST EXTANT.

From W. W. Yarnall, .Pennsylvania.

E. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir:

Inclosed find $3 for another year’s sub-
scription t0 The Truth Seeker.

I consider said paper one of the best
publications extant. There is not a peri-
odical in this country, or in any other,
.that surpasses it in the good sense and
useful knowledge with which its pages
abound. It tells plainly the simple truth
about things in general, and the Bible in
particular. And | am glad to see that
it is gaining a steady foolhold in the civ-
ilized world; that it is keeping step with
the march of progress.

I believe that a man of mature years
who really thinks that the Gid Testa-
ment is the inspired werd of the great
Maker, and Ruler of the world,, that the
book was written by a God of infinite
wisdom and goodness, is hardly fit to
have a vote, and much less to fill the
high office of a governor or president in
this free country. Such an one, in my
humble opinion, comes so near being a
half-witted fool that the difference be-
tween the two is so very small as to be
imperceptible to the naked eye. Such an
ignoramus ought to be led by the collar
and breeches to the borders of civiliza-
tion, and then given a tremendous kick
into heathendom, where | think he prop-
erly belongs. The influence of all such
worketh every time against truth and
justice in this republic.

A SUGGESTION AS TO MARK TWAIN.

From Dr. G. G. Eitel, Minneapolis.

E. M. Macdonald—Dear' Sir:

I have often -thought that if Mark
Twain (Mr. Clemens) could be induced
to write a number of articles on Free-
thought, etc., they would be very widely
read and therefore do a vast amount of
good. He could get anything that he
would see fit to write, published in some
popular magazine or even in the daily
newspapers.

Would it not be a good idea for you to
try to induce Mr. Clemens to handle his
pen in this direction during his latter
days?

AN INDEPENDENT TEACHER.
From A. B. Cookerly, Indiana.
E. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir:

In regard to one of the late articles
in The Truth Seeker as to the teacher
in the public schools and necessary sub-
mission to the people’s views of Chris-
tianity, 1 am a teacher and am glad to
say that | have never met any such ob-
stacles in the expression of my Free-
thought opinions outside of the school-
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room-. But, of course, when teaching we
must teach things just as they are, mod-
estly, and be vefy careful not to interfere
with the rights of others which | claim
for myself. If a pupil and his parents
are Christian | should not tell him they
are wrong where such a matter is a
question of dispute.

A PREJUDICED ORTHOGRAPHER.
From Henry Schwartz, Brighton, England.
E. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of Buchner's “Force and
Matter," sent me from America through
Messrs. Watts & Co. | cannot refrain
from expressing an opinion on the
American way of dealing with books in
the English language. On opening this
Buchner-in-English | find before my eyes
“The famous English traveler,retc. Now,
there is no such word as (to) travel or
traveler in the English language. | am
prepared to find other incongruous devia-
tions from the English literary standard.
Apart from the fact that these altera-
tions are wholly unnecessary and use-
less, one is surprised that these muti-
lated books are offered to the English
public in the form of a gratuitous offense
Commercially the sales of many of these
very useful American reprints, etc., would
easily be doubled if the defacement of
English words were discontinued. Per-
sonally, I am unable to hand any of the
books issued in America to young readers,
especially foreigners, owing to the cor-
rupt rendering of many words which
have long ago been established in spell-
ing under the English standard and which
in American printers’ hands are turned
into inanities. As has already been clear-
ly demonstrated, the “or” in the Ameri-
can printers’ “neighbor” has no justifica-
tion except as an attempt to create an
American departure from what has grown
out of the English life. Why is nei re-
tained and the bour which accurately
symbolizes the English sound in neigh-
bour, altered into “bor” for which no
equivalent sound exists in the world? The
spelling of English words according to
“Latin” models is, to say the least, a
pedantic affectation, presuming that peo-
ple must be better acquainted with ‘Ro-
man’' usage than with the more recent
Norman influences. Again as also pointed
out centre makes the natural central,
whereas center is neither latin nor cor-
rect as centeral and an obvious vulgarity.
Again where the s has been long ago adopt-
ed (as in civilise) in English in place of
z, what earthly sense can there be in
upsetting rule, raking up the antiquated
form again and printing the z in whole
editions. Truly, one marvels at this un-
necessary interference in matters literary
by a people who aim i.t cultivation and
enlightenment, basing their whole intel-
lectual output on purely English stand-
ards. Instead of learning to love these
American publications, one gets to look
upon them with loathing and blots out the
bad spelling for fear of corrupting chance
users.

FOR SIMPLIFIED SPELLING.
From Earle Cornwell, Nebraska.
Mr. B. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir:

You surely haven't much time to spare,
but please give this letter of mine due
consideration. Mr. Macdonald, | respect
you as a man who has the courage ot
his owu convictions, which is a hell of a
lot more than the average man of to-day
has, and | want to know why it is or isn’t
right to change our spelling to the sim-
plified.

It is a whole lot easier’ and faster, and
I don’'t know of anybody against it but
the church.

I come to the words time aud time
again in my copy of The Truth Seeker,
“though,” aud “through,” and have to stop
aud look twine to make out which is
which, aud It is aggravating to have to
stop a train of thot for this.
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FREETHOUGHT BOOKS.

From The Trutn Seeker Com-
pany’s Catalogue.

62 VESEY ST., NEW YORK.

All books ordered from The Truth
Seeker Company are sent by mail or ex-
press prepaid on receipt of price. If
your order amounts to A0 or over, send
us the list of books you have selected,
and we will by return mail tell you what
reduction we can make on them. We
will do the best we can for you.

ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE. By John

Tyndall. Paper 10 cents.

Tyndall's famous Inaugural Address
before the British Association for the
Advancement of Science, in which he
finds in matter the potency to produce
all phenomena.

ADVICE TO PARENTS.
Ingersoll. Per dozen 10 cents.

Colonel Ingersoll advises parents to
keep their children out of Sunday
schools.

A FEW REA8ONS FOR DOUBTING
THE INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE
By Robert G. Ingersoll. Paper, 10 cents.
A- lecture left in manuscript, and print-

gd since the author’'s death. One of his
est.

A FEW WORDS ABOUT THE DEVIL.
And Other Essays. By Charles Brad-
laugh. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents.
With Portrait, Autobiography. Story

of His Parliamentary Struggle, History

of his Prosecution for selling “Fruits ot

Philosophy.” Tribute by Samuel P. Put-

nam. Sketch by Charles Watts, his col-

league, and Eighteen Essays.

AGE OF REASON. By Thomas Paine.
Cloth, with steel plate portrait, 50
cents. Paper, no portrait, 15 cents.

From new plates, on good paper, anrt
revised by the most authentic editions of
the work, this is the best as well as the
cheapest “Age of Reason-" to be had.
AGE OF REASON. By Thomas Paine.

Presentation Edition. Postpaid, $2.

Part | printed from the first English
edition. Part I corrected by M. D. Con
way'’s edition. With Paine's own account
of his arrest in Pars. Photogravure
portrait from the Romney painting exhib-
ited in London. Containing also portrait
from the Jarvis painting; from the Peale
painting, known as the Bonneville por-
trait, representing Paine as a member
of the French Assembly, and a half tone
of the Peale painting. Large half-tones
ot the house presented to Paine, in whien
he lived in New Rochelle and of the
monument and surroundings. Yorktown,
Pa. scenes; also eight half-tone views of
buildings etc., associated with Paine’s
life in Paris, and other illustrations.
With Preface; Chronological Table, Notes,
Index, etc. Printed on antique wove
paper, large octavo, wide margins, gilt
edge. Special cover design in colors.
The finest and most accurate of all edi-
tions.

ALAMONTADA, THE GALLEY SLAVE.
By Heinrich Zschokke, Translated
from the German by Ira G. Mosher,
LL.B. Paper, 25 cents.

A philosophical tale treating on the re-
lation of spirit to matter.

ANNUALS. AGNOSTIC. Of the year
1886-7, 10 cents. 1908, 25 cents.

ANNUALS. TRUTH SEEKER. Of the
years 1884-5-6-88-89-91-95, 10 cents each.
Well worth the former price of 25

cents.

ANONYMOUS BIBLE. By C. L. Snydar-
(Tract.) 10 cents.

A PLEA FOR THE NEW WOMAN, by
May L. Collins. Price, paper, 10 cents.
Second edition, with large new half-

tone Portrait, the best picture extant.

This pamphlet is the only work which

was completed before the death of Miss

Collins, her other manuscripts being lost

APOSTLES OF CHRIST. By Austin
Holyoake. (TracL) 5 cents.
A consideration of the characters ot
the followers of Jesus.

ASTRO-THEOLOGY. By L. L. Dawson.
(Tract.) 5 cents.

ATONEMENT (the). By Charles Brad-
laugh'. (Tract.) 5 cents.

BETTER WORLD (the). By E. B.
Southwick, M.D. Paper, 50 cents.

By Robert G.

A consideration of how this world

might be improved.

BIBLE (A). By Zela Stevens. Paper, 15c.

BIBLE (the) COMICALLY ILLUSTRA-
TED. In board covers, $2; In cloth
covers, $2.50.

The .Old and New Testament Stories
Comically Illustrated; bound in oae vol-
ume. About 800 pages and 400 pictures.

BIBLE (the). By John E. Remsburg.
Large 12mo, 500 pages. Price, $1.25.
Eleven chapters on the authenticity of

the Bible—Thirteen on the Credibility of

the Bible—Ten on the Morality of the

Bible. With an Appendix of Unanswer-

able Arguments Against the Divine Ori-

gin and In Favor of the Human Origin of
the Bible. Twenty-six pages of Index.

THE BIBLE OF NATURE. By Prof. F. L.

Oswald. Cloth $1.

An outline ot the Religion of the fu-
ture; preaching the gospel of “Redemp-
tion” by reason and science; reconciling
instinct and precept; and making nature
the ally of education.

CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS.
Hudson Tuttle. Paper, 25 cents.

CAREER OF RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS.
By Judge C. B. Walte. (Tract.) 3
cents.

This is Judge Waite’s masterly address
delivered at the Freethought Congress
of 1898.

CHARLES BRADLAUGH: His Life and
Writings. (See “A Few Words About
the Devil.”) Cloth, $1.  Paper, 50
cents.

CHARLES WATTS: His Life and Cha--
acter. By Saladin. Paper, 10 cents.

CHRISTIAN DEITY. By Charles Watts.
(Tract.) 2 cents.'

CHRISTIANITY AND MATERIALISM.
By B. F. Underwood. Paper, 15 cents.

CHRISTIANITY A REWARD FOR
CRIME. 0. B. Whitford. H cents.

CHRISTIANITY; ITS NATURE AND
ITS INFLUENCE ON CIVILIZATION.
By Charles Watts. (Tract.) 5 cents.

CHRISTIAN MYSTERIES. (Tract) 2
cents.

CHRISTIAN SABBATH. By J. E. Rems-
burg. (Tract.) 3 cents.

A small but valuable tract for promiscu-
ous distribution wherever the Sunday
bigots are enforcing their Sunday Laws.
Ib—land a copy to your Sabbatarian neigh-

or.

CHRISTIAN SCHEME OF REDEMP-
TION. By Charles Watts. (Tract.) 2
cents.

CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY AND MOD-
ERN SKEPTICISM. By the Duke of
Somerset. Paper, 25 cents.

CHRIST MYTH (the). By Elizabeth E.
Evans. Paper, 25 cents.

Showing that the Christian Christ Is
a composite of earlier messiahs, and is
not a historical personage.

CHRONICLES OF SIMON CHRISTIAN-
US. By I. N. Fidel, Paper, 25 cents.
A Satire on the Discoverers of Bible

Manuscripts.

CLERICAL PROFESSION . (the).
Robert Dale Owen. Paper, 6 cents.

It is an old document, but truth is as
eternal as the hills, and rather more so,
for some hills that once were are now no
more, and the clerical profession has
been open to criticism ever since the
first medicine man humbugged the first
cave man.

COMMENTARY ON MATTHEW. By
Lemoyne Benjamin. (Tract.) 5 cents.

COMMON SENSE.
Paper, 15 cents.

Remarks on Government addressed to
the people,,of America, urging a separa-
tion from England. It is in this pam-
phlet that the expression “Free and in-
dependent states of America” first ap-
ﬁears and it was the arguments Paine
ere used that influenced the colonists
to rebel, and led to the establishment of
our present government.

CONFLICT BETWEEN REASON AND
SUPERSTITION. By T. C. Widdl-
combe. Paper, 10 cents.

Theology and religion by the ligtto et

(Continued on page 349.)

By

By

By Thomas Paine.
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. CHILDREN’'S CORNER J

Edited by MISS SUSAN H. WIXON,
Fall River, Mass.

“Between the dark and the daylight,
When the night is beginning to lower,

Comes a pause in the day’s occupations
That is known as the Children’s Hour.”

June.

When the bubble moon is young,

Down the sources of the breeze,
Like a yellow lantern hun

In the tops of blackened trees,
There is promise she will grow
Into beauty unforetold,
Into all unthought-of gold.

Heigh ho!

When the Spring has dipped her foot,
Like a bather, In the air,
And the ripples warm the root
Till the little flowers dare,
There is %romise she will grow
Sweeter than the Springs of old,
Fairer than was ever told.
Heigh ho!

But the moon of middle night,
Risen, is the rounded moon;
And the Spring of budding light
Eddies into just a June.
Ah, the promise—was it so?
Nay, the gift was falr(?/ gold;
All" the new is over-old.
Heigh ho! ) ]
—Harrison S. Morris.

The First Sunday Train.

The first railroad train to run regularly
on Sunday in this country followed the
establishing of the pioneer milk store in
New York city. Thaddeus Selleck started
that store at 193 Reade street in the
spring of 1842 for the sale of Orange
county milk, the completion of the New
York and Erie Railroad as far as Goshen
having made it possible for the farmers
of that region to send their milk to New
York by train and boat.

The railroad then extended only from
Goshen to Piermont, on the Hudson IUver,
and its connection with New York was
by boat. There was no train or boat on
Sunday. In fact, there was only one pas-
senger train each way on weekdays, and
a freight train ran every other day.

The milk arrived at New York in good
time and always in good condition, but
Selleck’s customers demanded fresh milk
on Monday morning as well as other days,
and that demand could not be supplied
unless there was a train to bring milk to
him on Sunday. Selleck began in the
spring of 1843 efforts to induce the rail-
road company to put on a- Sunday train
for milk, the milk traffic having become
the most important item of transporta-
tion on the new line.

The railroad management wouldn't lis-
ten to the proposition then, because of
the opposition to it that arose, particular-
ly from the ministers and their congrega-
tions. The opposition was so great that
church members who were milk shippérs
were threatened with dismissal from
their church communion if they should
ship milk on Sunday trains.

The discussion continued from the
spring of 1843 until August of that year.
The New York consumers of Orange
county milk had begun what would now
be called a boycott against it because they
could not get fresh milk on Monday morn-
ing. This boycott became so serious that
the railroad company was losing the most
profitable part of its traffic.

Therefore, while not announcing it
officially, the company notified its two
conductors, Captain Ayers and Hank

Stewart, that after the first Sunday in
August they must take turns in running
the train that carried the milk every
Sunday until further notice. The rail-
road had then been extended to Middle-
town, nine miles beyond Goshen, and the
milk shipping territory was much en-

larged.

On no railroad in the country had any
Sunday train been regularly run up to
that time. The church people not only
in Orange county but of New York also
denounced this one as too awful to con-
template, and one Goshen divine declared
from his pulpit that “the curse of God
would surely fall upon all concerned in it
or who patronized it.”

It looked very much at the start as if
such prophecies were to be fulfilled, for
on the very first trip of that original Sun-
day train the locomotive was thrown from
the track near Sloatsburg by a misplaced
plank at a highway crossing and it
plunged into the pond at the side of the
track, dragging with it the two cars carry-
ing the milk. No lives were lost, but
the locomotive and the cars lay sunk in
the pond twenty-four hours before they
could be removed—and the first Sunday
shipment of milk never reached its des-
tination.

But the railroad company would not
accept this mishap as a judgment on it
for running a Sunday train, and persisted
in the innovation. A great many Orange
county farmers who could not at first
reconcile their religious convictions with
doing business on Sunday refused to ship
their milk on this train for some time,
but as they saw a good thing passing

along without getting their share of it,
and as Selleck after a while notified these
farmers that if they couldn’t ship milk
on Sunday they need not ship any on
any other day of the week, they compro-
mised with their consciences in some
way and became Sunday shippers, just
like their worldly minded neighbors.

Promptly they were cut off from com- |
munion with their churches, but as famil-
iarity with the Sunday train gradually
seemed to take its curse off opposition to
it relaxed and it at last ceased to offend
even the church element. In time all the
excommunicated farmers were taken back
into the fold. Progress had won a vic-
tory, and the church acknowledged its
defeat.

Going; to John
“Going north, madam?”
“No, ma’am.”
“Going south, then?”

“l don't know, ma’'am. | never was on

the cars. I'm waiting for the train to go
to John.”

“John?”

“Oh! John’s my son. lie’s out in Kan-
sas.”

“Im going to Kansas myself. You in-
tend to visit?”

“No, ma'am.”
+» She said it witn a sigi so heart-burd-
ened the stranger was touched.

“John sick?"

“No.”

The evasive tone, the look of pain in
the furrowed face, were noticed by the
lady who asked these Questions as the
gray head bowed upon the toil-marked
rand. She wanted to hear her story, and
to help her.

“Excuse me—John in trouble?”

“No, no—I'm in trouble. Trouble my
old heart never thought to see.”

“The train does not come for some

time. Here, rest your bead upon my
cloak.”
“You are kind. If my own were so |

shouldn’t be in trouble.”

“What is your trouble? Maybe | can
help you.”

“It's hard to tell it to strangers, but
my heart is too full to keep it back.
When | was left a widow with three chil-
dren, | thought it was more than | could
bear; but it wasn't bad as this—"

The stranger waited till she recovered
her voice to go on.

“l had only the cottage and my hands.
1 toiled early and late all the years till

John could help me.

girls at school—John
were married not long ago. Married
rich, too, as the world goes. John sold
the cottage, sent me to the city to live
with them and he went West to begin
for himself. He said he had provided for
the girls, and they would provide for me
now.”

Then we kept the
and me. They

Her voice choked with emotion. The
stranger waited in silence.
“I went to them in the city. | went to

Mary’s first. She lived in a grdat house
with servants to wait on her; a house
many times larger than the little cottage
*—but | soon found there wasn't room
enough for me—

The tears stood in the lines of her
cheeks. The ticket agent came out soft-
ly, stirred the fire, and went back. After
a pause she continued:

“l went to Martha’s—went with a pain
in my heart | never felt before. 1| was
willing to do anything so as not to be a
burden. But that wasn't it. 1 found they
were ashamed of my bent old body and
my withered face—ashamed of my
rough, wrinkled hands—made so toiling
for them—"

The tears came thick and fast now.

The stranger’s hand restei carlessly on
the gray head.

“At last they told me | must live at a
boarding-house, and they'd keep me
there. 1 couldn't say anything. My heart
was too full of pain. | wrote to John
what they were going to do. He wrote
right back, a long, kind letter for me to
come right to him | should always have
a home while he had a roof, he said. To
come right there and stay as long as |
lived. That his mother should never go
out to strangers. So Im going to John.
He’s got only his rough hands and his
great warm heart—but there’s room for
his old mother—God bless—him—"

The stranger brushed a tear from her
cheek and waited the conclusion.

“Some day when | am gone where I'll
never trouble them again, Mary and Mar-
tha will think of it all. Some day when

mthe hands that toned for them are folded
and still; when the eyes that watched
over them through many a weary night
are closed forevei; when the little old
body, Dent witn tne burdens it bore for
them, is put away where it never can
shame them—"

The agent drew his hand quickly be-
fore his eyes, and went out as if to look
for the train. The stranger’s fingers
stroked the- gray locks, while the tears
of sorrow and of sympathy fell together.
The weary heart was unburdened. Sooth-
ed by a touch of sympathy the troubled
soul yielded to the longing for rest, and
she fell asleep. The agent went noise-
lessly about his duties that he might not
wake her. As the fair stranger watched
she saw a mile on the careworn face. The
lips moved. She bent down to hear.

“I'm doing it for Mary and Martha.
They'll take care of me some time.”

She was dreaming of the days in the
little cottage—of the fond hopes which
inspired her, long before she learned,
with a broken heart, that some day she
would, homeless in the world, go to John.

Twelve Billion Newspapers.

It is estimated that the annual aggre-
gation of the circulation of the newspa-
pers of the world is some 12,000,000,000
copies. To grasp an idea of what these
figures mean one should be told that
these papers would cover no fewer than
10,450 square miles of surface; that they
are printed on 781,250 tons of paper; and,
lurther, that if the number (12,000,000,-
000) represented, instead of copies, sec-
onds of time it would take more than 333
years for them to elapse. In lieu of this
arrangement, we might press and pile
them vertically upward to reach- our
highest mountains.

Topping all these and even the highest
Alps? the pile would reach the magnifi-

cent altitude of, m round numbers, 500
miles. Calculating that the average man
spends five min,utes in the day reading
his paper (a very low estimate), we find
that the people of the world altogether
annually consume in the reading of their
papers an amount of time equivalent to
100,000 years.—Harper's Weekly.

Contents Computed.

“Civil service examinations,” says a
government official, “are not infrequently
the source of no little amusement.

“Some years ago there was an exam-
ination of candidates in New York for
the position of park grass cutter. To this
question, ‘What are the cubical contents
of a room 15 feet long, ten feet wide aud
eight feet high?" one applicant returned
the answer. ‘One bedstead, a bureau and
a washstand. If such a room was a
kitchen or a parlor, it would be larger,
and contain more articles.” "—Illustrated
Sunday Magazine.

Sure of Mother.

“Now, Jamie,” said a school teacher,
“if there were only one pie for dessert,
and there were five of you children and
papa and mamma to divide it among,
how large a piece would you get?”

“One sixth,” replied Jamie, promptly.

“But there would be seven people
there, Jamie. Don’'t you know how many
times seven goes into one?”

“Yes'm. And I know my mother. She'd
say she wasn't hungry for pie that day.
I’d get one-sixth.”

A Natural Error.

The little daughter of a homoeopathic
physician received a ring with a pearl
in it on the Christmas tree. Two days
later she poked her head tearfully in at
the door of her father’s office.

“Papa,” she sobbed, “papa,
the little pill out of my ring.?_

I've lost

The Hen's Purpose.

An old hen was pecking at some stray
carpet tacks in the back yard.

“Now, what do you suppose that fool
hen is eating those tacks for?” said Ho-
mer.

“Perhaps,” joined his. better half, “she
is going to lay a carpet.”

How ?

The teacher was telling of the effects
of cigarette smoking on the heart, and
added, “People with weak hearts often
die.”

A deeply interested boy asked here:
“How often do they have to die before
they stay dead!”—Wasp.

Fresher.

“Can any little boy,” asked the new
teacher, “tell me the difference between
a lake and an ocean?” *“l can,” replied
Edward whose version had been léarned
from experience. “Lakes are much
pleasanter to swallow when you fall in.”

The Lesson of the Trees,

Master, | learn this lesson from the trees:

Not to grow old. The maple by my door

Puts forth green'leaves as_cheerily as |,

When | was taller than this selfsame tree,

Put fodrth my youthful longings. | have

erred,

Standing a bleak and barren leafless thin

Among my hopeful brothers. I am shamed.

I will not be less hopeful than the trees;

I will not cease to labor and aspire;

I will not pause in patient high endeavor;

I will be young in heart until | die.
—Richard Kirk.

“Work for some good,
Be it ever so slowly;

Cherish some flower,
Be it ever sp lowly.”

Buxom.—Mr.. Chicago—I saw your
daughter Marie last evening, and she
looked gmte pale and fagged out. Is she
delicate’

Mrs. Pittsburg—No, indeed! There is
not a girl in society as indelicate as
Marie.—Judge.

At Newport.—Little Girl—Oh, mammal!
Tell me!'  When will I be big enough,' to
be unhappily married?—L.ife.
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modern science. A bold attack upon
the principles of Theology, radically de-
stroying all forms of religion.

CONGRESS AND 8UNDAY LAWS
(Tract.) 3 cents.

CONTRAST. By Moses Hull. Cloth, 50
cents. Paper, 25 cents.

The contrast drawn by the author 1n
between Evangelicanlsm and Spiritual-
ism.

COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. Music and
words. Edited by L. K. Washburn.
Paper, 50 cents. Special price in large
numbers for use of societies.

A song-book for Liberals and Spirit-
ualists, containing, with appropriate mu-
sic for eafeh, Hymns of Nature, Hymns
of Humanity, Hymns of Freedom, Miscel-
laneous ongs, Doxologies, Liberal
Hymns, Children's Hymns, Hymns for
Funerals. A great many of the songs
and hymns are taken from the “Spirit-
ual Harp” and Mrs. Burnz's Liberal
hymn book; others are used by permis-
sion of the writers; selections are made
from the best music of all countries, and
a large number are original both in words
and music.

CREED OF CHRIST (the). “Wanted: a

Christian.” (Tract.) 5 cents.

What a man must do and believe in
order to be a Christian. Being the
American Secular Union and Free-
thought Federation’s offer of $1,000 for a
real Christian.

CREEDS NOT FOR SECULARISTS. By
Gen. Wm. Birney. 10 cents.

A lecture before the Washington. D.
C., Secular League, arguing against the
adoption of a “creed” by Liberals.

CRIMES OF JEHOVAH. By W. A. Crof-
fut. (Tract.)) 5 cents.

_A letter Dr. Croffut wrote to a Chris-
tian lady to convince her that Jehovah
is not worthy of man’s adoration.

CRIMES OF PREACHERS. IHluminated
cover. Seventh edition. Fourteenth
thousand. Paper, 35 cents.

Giving dates, names, residences
churches, and crimes charged against
the clergy of this country.

CRUELTY AND CREDULITY OF THE
HUMAN RACE. By Dr. Daniel Arter.
(Tract.) 2 cents.

DANIEL IN THE LION'S DEN. By D.
M. Bennett. (Tract.) 2 cents.

DARWINS (the). A novel. By Mrs. E.
D. Sienker. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, $1.

DECLINE OF FAITH.-.By John E. Rems-
burg. (Tract.) 5 cents.

DEFENCE OF ATHEISM. By Ern-
estine L. Rose. Paper, 10 cents.

DEFENSE OF SECULAR PRINCIPLES.
By Charles Watts. (Tract.) 5 cents.

DEITY ANALYZED. By Col. John R.
Kelso. Cloth, $1.

The demonstration of Colonel Kelso
reduces the deity to something even
more attenuated than Haeckel's “gaseous
vertebrate.”

DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES. By
the Editor of The Truth Seeker. Pa-
per, 15 cents.

A refutation of the assertion that
Nature exhibits marks bf having been
designed by an Intelligent Being. A
brief, pointed, and plain statement, pre-
pared for the use of Liberais, and for the
information of Truthseekers of all
creeds. It solves some of the perplexi-
ties besetting .those who are just begin-
ning to doubt.

DOES THERE EXIST A MORAL GOV-
ERNOR OF THE UNIVERSE? (Tract.)
5 cents.

DOUBTS OF INFIDELS. (Tract.) 5
cents.

ECCE DIABOLUS. Jehovah and Devil
Worship Identical. By the Arch Druid
of Great Britain. Paper, 25 cents.

ECONOMIC EQUITIES. By J. K. In-
galls. Paper, 25 cents.

A book that all those working for
better social conditions should read, it
mylll help them to grasp fundamental
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facts and form more accurate conclu-
sions.

EIGHT SCIENTIFIC TRACTS. Paper,
20 cents.

ESSAY ON MIRACLES. By David Hume.
Paper, 10 cents.
This Is perhaps the most famous nt
all the writings of the great philosopher.

ETHICS OF RELIGION. (Tract.) 5 cents.

EUTHANASIA. An Essay on Suicide.
By Baron Harden Hickey. Paper, 50
cents.

THE EVOLUTION OF MAN. By Ernst
Haeckel. Cloth, 2 vole, in one, $1.20.
A popular Exposition of the Principal

points of Human Ontogeny and Phylo-

geny—the evolution of the Individual and
the evolution of species.

EXAMINATION OF THE PROPHECIES.

By Thomas Paine. Paper, 15 cents,

A consideration of the passages in the
New Testament Quoted from the old,
and called Prophecies concerning Jesus
Christ. Showing that Jesus is not the
Messiah, and that the claims made by
him are unfounded.

FAITH AND FRAUD. By W. A. Croffut.

(Tract.) 4 cents.

Describing a visit to the Holy Sepul-
chre and Mount Calvary, in Jerusalem.

FAITH THAT SURELY WANES. By
Robert G. Ingersoll. (Tract.) 4 cents.

This is Colonel Ingersoll's commentary
on the Fast Day Proclamation of Govern-
or Rollins of New Hompshire, which
caused a wide discussion on the vanish-
ing belief and influence of Christianity.

FALSE CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. By
John E. Remsburg. Paper, 10 cents.

Analyzing and confuting the claims
made % churchmen that the Christian
church has promoted morality, learning,
temperance, freedom, and showing how
she has opposed progress.

FALSE TEACHING OF THE CHRIS-
TIAN CHURCH. By L. K. Washburn.
(Tract.)) 5 cents.

One of that brilliant orator’s best lec-
tures.

FATHER OF REPUBLICS (the). By T.
B. Wakeman. Paper, 10 cents.

Containingi1 the address ?iven by the
author at the unveiling_of the Bronze
Bust of Paine at New Rochelle N. Y.,
May 30, 1899. This speech was pro-
nounced one of the most appreciative
adddresses on the author-hero ever deliv-
ered.

FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREE-
THOUGHT. By Samuel P. Putnam.
Price, $5.

A history of Rationalism and rational-
ists; tracing the growth of Freethought
and acquainting the present generation
with the mental pioneers of the race.
A picture of the triumphs of Freethought
for the last four hundred years in philos-
ophy, science, literature, education, and
government.  An interBretation of per-
sonalities rather than by events. he
book, says Col. R. G. Ingersoll, is writ-
ten with great oleamefes—with great
torce and beauty. Many of the pages
are poems. The book is illustrated with
141 half-tone engravings of the foremost
men and women of the past and present
Printed on super-calendered  paper,
crown octavo size, 900 pages, marbled
edges, silk cloth covers.

FIRST EPISTLE OF BENNETT, Apostle,
to Truth' Seekers. Paper, 10 cents.

FOOLISHNESS OF PRAYER. L. K.

Washburn. (Tract.) 5 cents.
FRANCE AND THE POPE. By General

Wm. Birney. Price 10 cents.

The best exposition of the facts as to
the recent separation of church and state
that has been published; Specially com-
mended by the French Ambassador at
Washington.

FRANCE AND THE POPE. NO. 2, 10
cents.

FREETHINKER’'S CATECHISM. From
the French of Edgar Monteil, translated
by Frederic W. Miitchell. Paper 35
cents.

This work was first published in Ant-
werp, Belgium, in 1877. The author
states, in a letter to the translator, that
It had to appear in that Country for the
excellent reason that in those days there
was no publisher in France who dared to
undertake such a work. Since then there
has been a wonderful change. The French
government no longer cringes to the
church. Monteil, who was Imprisoned In
his younger days for his book. “The His-
tory of an Ignorantin Brother,” later oc-
cupied an honored position under that
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very g\C}\_/ernment, being prefect of the
Haute-Vienne at Limoges.

FREETHOUGHT AND MODERN PROG-

RESS. By Charles Watts. (Tract.) 3
cents.
FREETHOUGHT: IS IT DESTRUCT-

IVE OR CONSTRUCTIVE? A Sympo-

sium by Col. Robert G. Ingersoll and

the other famous Freethinkers of this

country, England, and Canada. Paper

25 cents.

A most successful effort to analyze the
Ehilosophy and tendency of Freethought.
very paper is a brilliant contribution.

GIORDANO BRUNO. His Life, Teach-
ings, and Martyrdom. (Tract.) 4 cents.

GOD AND SIN IN THE APPETITES.

By Dr. Jacob Hartman. Cloth, 75

cents; paper, 50 cents.

Showing that "God” and “Sin” are
ideas originating in the appetites. It

goes to the root of the God superstition,
and shows the purely earthly character
of what is called "sin.”

GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION.
Ingersoll to the Clergy.) Price,
cents.

GOD IN THE STATE. By E. A. Stevens.
Paper, 10 Gents.

GOD'S PROTEST, and the PROTEST OF
ISRAEL. By Capt. W. E. P. French.
(15 cents per dozen.)

GOTTLIEB: HIS LIFE. A ROMANCE
OF EARTH, HEAVEN, AND HELL.
Paper, 25 cents.

HIGHER CRITICISM IN THEOLOGY
AND RELIGION. By Thomas Ellwood
Longshore. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents.

Giving the results of the investigations
and reasoning of the modern school of
Rationalists and “Higher Critics” as to
Christianity, and contrasting It with an-
cient myths and miracles. To which are
added other Essays on Reform by the
same author.

HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT.
W. 8. Bell. Paper, 50 cents.

The purpose of this book is thus set
forth in the preface by the author: *“I
have aimed in preparing this work to put
into compact and orderly form a large
amount of irrefragable evidence against
the superstition of the church. 1 have
often felt the need of such a work for
my own use. The matter herewith pre-
sented has been culled from some of the
ablest writers living and dead. As a
book of reference | hope it may be a
valuable aid to all investigators and
truth seekers. Its running headlines, chap-
ter heads, subheads, and classified sub-
jects make it a handbook.”

HAS MAN A SOUL? By Charles Brad-

(In
25

By

laugh. (Tract.) 3 cents.
HEATHENS OF THE HEATH. By Wil-
liam McDonnell. A Novel. Cloth, $1.

HEBREW MYTHOLOGY. Showing that
the Bible treats of Astronomical Phe-
nomena only. By Milton Wooley. Cloth,
$1.50.

HELL OPENED TO CHRISTIANS.
F. Pinamonti, S. J. Paper, 25 cents.
A_Christian description of the Lower

Regions by a Catholic authority.

HOME ENCYCLOPEDIA OF POPULAR

By

MEDICAL, SOCIAL AND SEXUAL
SCIENCE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. Price,
$2.

Contains a full, plain, and easy reading
treatise on “Health and Disease, with
Recipes,” all the average reader can
profitably learn of personal hygiene and
common diseases (Including special, sep-
arate chapters for men and women); all

right up to date, and fully illustrated with
hundreds of photo-engravings and chromo-
lithographs. Contains also the already
opular “Plain Home Talk” about the re-
ations of the sexes and social customs
in all ages and all countries, with “orig-
inal and startling” suggestions for social
reforms, newly revised, enlarged, and

well illustrated. All is “heart to heart” .

plain home talk from a clear-thinking,
plain-s eakm?, liberal-minded medical au-
thor of over forty years' experience. Near-
ly 1,000,000 of his former books sold. A
curious book for curious people,, and a
sensible book for every one. Answers
1,001 delicate questions one would like to
ask his regular physician and yet doesn’'t
want to. 1,248 pages. 400 illustrations
(80 in colors), 250 recipes.
HOW CAN WE BE SAVED?

W. Groh. Paper, 10 cents.
HOW CHRISTIANITY BEGAN. By Gen.

Wm. Birney. Paper, 7 cents.

Another splendid little document’ for
circulation by Freethinkers among ChflS’
tigne and Indifferentlsts,

By Israel
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HUME’'S ESSAYS.
Price, $1.50.

A large octavo volume, 282 pages,
bound in cloth. The contents are: Sketch
of Hume’'s Life, by Himself; a Letter
From Adam Smith, describing the au-
thor's last illness. The essays are: An
Inquiry Concerning Human Understand-

By David Hume.

in%. Of the Different Species of Philos-
ophy. Of the Origin of Ideas. Of the
Association of Ideas, Skeptical Doubts,

Skeptical Solution of These Doubts. Of
Probability. Of the ldea of Necessary
Connection. Of Liberty and Necessity.
Of tbe Reason of Animals. Of Miracles.
01 a Providence and Future State. Of
the Academical or Skeptical Philosophy.
Dissertation on the Passions. Four See-
tions. An Inquiry Concerning the Prin-
ciples of Morals. Of the General Prin-
ciples of Morals. Of Benevolence. Of

Justice. Of Political Society. Why Util-
ity Pleases. Of Qualities Immediately
Agreeable to Others. Concerning Moral
Sentiments, Of Self Love. With Regard
to Justice. Of Some Verbal Disputes.
A dialogue. The Natural History of Re-
ligion. That Polytheism Was the Pri-

mary Religion of Men. Origin of Poly-
theism. Various Forms of Polytheism.
Allegory, Hero Worship. Origin of
Theism From Polytheism. Flux and Re-
flux of Polytheism and Theism.  Com-
parison of These Religions, with Regard
to Persecution and Toleration. With Re-
gard to Courage or Abasement. With
Regard to Reason or Absurdity. With
Regard to Doubt or Conviction. Impious
Conceptions of the Divine Nature in
Popular Religions of Both Kinds. Bad
Influence of Popular Religions on Mo-
rality. [Essays on Suicide, and the Im-
mortality of the Soul. Dialogues Con-
cerning Natural Religion. Pamphilus to
Hermlppus.

LLS WE ENDURE: THEIR CAUSE
AND CURE. By D. M. Bennett. (Tract.)
5 cents.

IMAGE BREAKER. By John E. Rems-
burg. Paper, 25 cents.

INFIDEL DEATH BEDS.
Foote. Paper, 25 cents.

An account of the passing away of the
noted Freethinkers of the world, to which
are prefixed brief accounts of their lives
and of the work they did for mental lib-
erty. “Infidel Death Beds” have ever
been a fertile theme of pulpit eloguence,
and the clergy have drawn harrowing pic-
tures of fear and terror and recantations
and repudiation of sentiments held when
living by the great Infidels of the world.
This "book shows that such sermons are
“just preachlnEg,” and totally false as to
statements. Every Liberal should have
it for reference. The author is editor of
the London Freethinker, and one of the
ablest writers in England.

INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIANITY ON
CIVILIZATION. By B. F. Underwood.
Paper, 25 cents.

INGERSOLL AS HE IS. By E. M. Mac-
donald. Cloth, 50 cents. Paper, 25
cents.

A refutation of the many clerical slan-
ders concerning Ingersoll.

By G. W.

INGERSOLL CATECHISED. (Tract.) 3
cents.

INGERSOLL ON MCcGLYNN. (Tract.)
3 cents.

INGERSOLL THE MAN. By Clarence 8.
Brown. (Tract.)) 5 cents.

The author was Colonel Ingersoll’s le-
%al associate, and the great orator 4s
ere revealed as he was known by those
who lived near to him..

INGERSOLL TO THE CLERGY. By
Robert G. Ingersoll. Paper, 25 cents.
Ingersoll’'s answers to questions and

criticisms. Replies to the Indianapolis

and Brooklyn ministers. Address before
the Unitarian Club. Address on Thomas

Paine, and a paper on God in the Consti-

tution.

IS AMERICA THE NEW WORLD?
L. L. Dawson. 10 cents.

IS THE GOD OF ISRAEL THE TRUE
GOD? By lIsrael W. Groh. Paper, 15
cents.

IS THERE A GOD? By Charles Brad-
laugh. (Tract.) 3 cents.

JEFFERSON AN UNBELIEVER. By
John E- Remsburg. (Tract.) 5 cents.

JEHOVAH, MARY AND JESUS. Their
Mysterious Relationship Considered. By
Wm. Emmette Coleman. (Tract.)) 2
cents.

JESUS AND INGERSOLL. A comparison
of the two by a Spiritualist. Paper, 25
cents,

JINGLES OF HUMOR, S8ARCASM AND
FACT TQ TINGIR THI PRICCT, Frcc-
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thought Poems and a few selected prose
pieces. By L. G. Reed.' 15 cents.

KIND OF A MAN CLARK BRADEN
(Tract.) 5 cents.
Should be circulated in every town
where this man makes his apperance.

LABOR’S PRAYER. By Charles Brad-

IS.

laugh. (Tract.) 3 cents.
LAND QUESTION. By Charles Brad-
laugh. (Tract.) 2 cents.
LARGE OR SMALL FAMILIES. By
Austin Holyoake. 2 cents.
LAST LINK IN EVOLUTION. By Ernst
Haeckel. (Tracti_)’ 4 cents.
A summary of Prof. Ernst Haeckel’s
address on the immediate ancestors of
man.

LAST WORDS ON EVOLUTION.
Ernst Haeckel. Cloth, $1 net.
Contents: Introduction. Preface. Chap-

ter .—The Controversy about Creation;

Evolution and Dogma; Plate I: Gene-

alogical Tree of the Vertebrates. Chap-

ter 11.—The Struggle over our Genealog-
ical Tree; Our Ape Relatives and the Ver-
tebrate-Stem; Plate |II: Skeletons of

Five Anthropoid Apes. Chapter Ill.—

The Controversy over the Soul; The

Ideas of Immortality and God; Plate IlI:

Embryos of Three Mammals. Ap,oendix.

—Evolutionary Tables; Geological Ages

and Periods; Man’s Genealogical Tree-

First Half; Man’s Genealogical Tree—

Second Half; Classification of the Pri-

mates; Genealogical Tree of the Pri-

mates; Explanation of Genealogical Ta-
ble 1. Postscript.—Evolution and Jesuit-
ism.

LAY SERMON. By R. G. Ingersoll. Paper,
5 cents.

One of the finest addresses in favor of
the workingmen of the world ever de-
livered.

LEGEND OF GAUTAMA BUDDHA.
(Tract.) 5 cents.

LIBERTY AND MORALITY. By Moncure
D. Conway. (Tract.) 2 cents.

BY

LIBERTY IN LITERATURE. By R. G.
Ingersoll. Cloth, 50 cents; paper, 25
cents.

Address on Wait Whitman, including
Funeral Oration.

LIBERTY OF PRINTING. By Hon. E.

P. Hurlbut. (Tract.) . 3 cents.

LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. By Calvin

Blanchard. Paper, 25 cents.
LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. Paper,

10 cents.

A discussion_between Col. R. G. Inger-
soll, Frederic R. Coudert (Cathollcz), and
Stewart L. Woodford (“"Protestant), before
the Nineteenth Century Club.

LITTLE LESSONS FOR LITTLE FOLKS.

By Mrs. E. D. Slenker. Boards, 40
cents.
LORD'S DAY—OR MAN’'S. 152 pagBa.

Paper, 25 cents.

A discussion between Byron Sunder-
land. D.D.. and W. A. roffut. Ph.D.
Preface by R. G. Ingersoll. With addi-
tional matter and recent poems by Dr.
Croffut.

LUDICROUS ASPECTS OF CHRISTIAN-
ITY. By Austin Holyoake. (Tract.)
5. cents.

MARIA MONK. Cloth, 75 cents; paper,
50 cents.
An exposure of the Immorality of Con-
vent Life.

MARTYRDOM OF MAN.
Reade, Cloth, $1.

A synopsis of universal history, show-
ing what the race has undergone in its
rise to its present plane. It shows how
War and Religion have been oppressive
factors in man’s struggle for Liberty;
and the last chapter, of some 150 pages,
describes his intellectual struggle from
the animal period of the earth to the
present. Winwood Reade’s reputation as
a writer of fine English for deep study
and careful reasoning, needs no word of
praise
MATERIALISM AND CRIME.

Underwood. Paper, 10 cents,
MATERIALISM: ITS HISTORY. By

Prof. Louis Buchner. Paper, 10 cents.

MATTHEW (ST.) BEFORE THE COURT
FOR THE FORGERY OF THE NEW
TESTAMENT. By J, H. Selgneuret.
Paper, 10 cents.

MEMORIAL TO 8AMUEL P. PUTNAM.
Edited by Geo. E. Macdonald. Cloth,
»1-

MEN, WOMEN AND GOD8. By Helen
H. Gardener. With Preface by Col. R.
G. Ingersoll. Price, $1. Paper, 50 cents.
Contents: Introduction by Colonel In-

gersoll. Men, Women, and Gods. Vi-

carious Atonement. Historical Facts and

Theological Fictions. Acg)Pendix. Ad-

dress to the Clergy gnd Others. Letter

to Cleveland Congress of Freethinkers.

The only authorized and correct edition.

Large he~vy-toped paper. Pqrtrait.

By Winwood

By B. F.

| picture. 1 ] )
! tures are the illustrations which aﬁpear-
! ed in The Truth Seeker and were hi

This volume is by far the best writing
]E_his famous author ever did. It is vory
ine.

MESSIAH, MAN, OR MYTH? By W. A.
Croffut, Ph.D. (Tract.) 5 cents.
Examines the slender evidence on

which the actual existence of Jesus

Christ is accepted.

MIRACLES AND MIRACLE WORK-
ERS. By John Peck. 10 cents.
In the German language also, at same

price.

MODERN SCIENTIFIC MATERIALISM.
By B. F. Underwood. 10 cents.

MORAL VALUE OF THE BIBLE.
Charles Watts. (Tract.) 3 cents.

MORALS OF PAGANS. By W. A. Crof-
fut, Ph.D. (Tract.) 5 cents.
Showing that the Heathen World has

8uit_e as good a moral code as that of
hristendom.

MOSES AN EGYPTIAN GOD.
Parish B. Ladd.

By

By Judge

(Tract.) 4 cents.
Giving facts and legends which identi-

fy the Hebrew law-giver with Bacchus.

MUSEUMS IN THE PARK. Address on
their 8unday Opening. By Samuel P.
Putnam. 5 cents.

MY RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE.
Samuel P. Putnam. 25 cents.

NATIONAL GREENBACK 8ONGS8TER.
By B. M. Lawrence. 10 cents.

By

NEW AGE. By W. 8. Bell. (Tract.)) 5
cents.

NEW FAITH. By J. L. Stoddard.
(Tract.)) 1 cent.

NEW LIFE OF ABRAHAM, 3 cents;
NEW LIFE OF DAVID, 3 cents; NEW
LIFE OF JACOB, 3 cents; NEW LIFE
OF JONAH, 3 cents; NEW LIFE OF
MOSES, 3 cents. By Charles Brad-
laugh. (Tracts.)

NEW TESTAMENT STORIES COMIC-
ALLY ILLUSTRATED. Pictures by
Watson Heston. Text (in chief part)
by Geo. E. Macdonald. Cloth covers,
design in white and tint, $1.50. Board
covers, illustrated, $1.

Nearly 400 pagés. A page of textto each
About 200 pictures.. These pio-.

hl
commended for their 5Eli_anil poinL gl'h%e/.
cover is from an original design by Ryan
Walker, one of the best cartoonists in
the whole country.

The book coveérs the New Testament
from Matthew to Revelation,- and the
principal incidents in the careers of the
*Son of Man” and his “army” are illus-
trated in a humorous manner, accom-
panied with a page of text still more
effective. A perusal of this_book cannot
fail to destroy the superstitious regard
for the New Testament held b¥ deceived
Christians. The absurdity of the events
narrated in the Gospels, Acts, and Epis-
tles is made aﬁparent; and while there
is nothing in the work to offend by its
“blasphemy,”, there is a great deal which
will convince its readers that the religion
of the New Testament is equaIIY mytho-
logical with the history of the Old Testa-
ment.

NO “BEGINNING”; or. The Fundamen-
tal Fallacy. By William H. Maple.
Cloth, 75 cents.

An exposure of the error of logic un-
derlying the popular belief in a “Crea-
tion” or “first cause” and showing how
the infallibility of the pope and other
1(}hurch dogmas have been deduced there-
rom.

OATH QUESTION.
soll, 3 cents,

By Robert G. Inger-

OLD AND NEW.
soll, 3 cents; »

OLD TESTAMENT STORIES COMICAL-
LY ILLUSTRATED. By Watson Hes-
ton, In boards, illuminated covers, $1;
In cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50.

Contents: Sustaining a Theory—Some
Giants—Adventures and Work of Noah—
A Hunting Anecdote—Abraham, Christ's*
Great Ancestor—A Queer Family—Isaac
and His “Sister’—One of Twins—Ja-
cob and Esau—Joseph, the Man nt
Dreams—Holy Moses—Balaam, the Di-
viner—Bloody Joshua—The Campaign
of Deborah and Barak Against Jabin and
Sisera—General Gideon—Jephthah and
His Human  Sacrifice—Samson, the
Strong—Ruth and Boaz—Unstable as Wa-
ter, God shall not Excel—David, God’s
Favorite—Some Stories from the Book
of Kings—Adventures ofi1the Prophets
—Jonah, the Truthful Sailor. Four hun-
dred pages; two hundred full page pic-
tures; the stories humorously told and
hard facts given concerning the origin
and authenticity of the Old Testanfeqtj
A page of tpxf tq each plctqrp.

By Robert G. Inger-



OPEN LfetTEh VO JESU8 CHRIST.
by b. M. Bonnett, 10 cents.

Ono of the Tracto tor wrttlfig which
Mr. Bonnett who hlrrefitml hy AWthbWy
Cbbietoeki
OROEH Of¢ CREATION. Contrdvetoy

bétVveén Olrtdotbne, Huxley, M. Revillo,

Max Muifoh, find fe. Lynn LlIfitoh, Cloth,

715 cento.

The 6mlhehce of tho wrllo'rA of this ydl-
umfe Ih a fciihrAhlcé of Ita %fefit ablllty
nh(l yAliké 40 & cohtrovdrolal woHc Mr,
ftladfitohe was the ablest lay supporter
Protestant Chrlotlahlty had |h the lost
cehtulry. ahd. he was “yahqilfthbd by bio
‘obponento SOIeIEG because he was on the

blap. AU the parties to the con-
troyeroy otand at the front In literature
and science, and these papers are a con*
test of giants. There are no "dry" para-
graphs tn the volume, and no tfidIntiti-
neas of explanation'.

ORIGIN OF IHE CHRISTIAN BIBLE,

fey ,6. \V. Whitford-, M.D. Paper, 25
fcehfo.
ORTHODOX PRAYER. By Mra. Zeta

Stevens. Paper, 15 cento.
ORTHODOXY. By Coli R. G. Ingersoll.
Paper, 10 cents.

@UR ANONYMOUS BIBLE. By Chas. L.
Snyder. (Tract.) KO cents.

"OluR FATI4ER IN HEAVEN;" fey
Charles Steveneorr, 10 cents ger doz--
Afry

, A jpdwerfal poem, sh'oWing the mockery
of braYeE

outLine of THE FRENCH PEyoLII-

TIQN. By W. 8. Bell. Paper, 25
cento,
iPAINE; AND WESLEY. By John E.

Remsburg. (Tract.) 5 cents.

PAINE'S PICTURE FOR FRAMING.
From the Sharp engraving of the Rom-
ney Portrait. Oval 8x10 Inches. Print-
ed on the finest and heaviest .paper
16x20 Inches, Maiiéd-, postpaid, 50
eentsi o

PAINfe; TH” Poti“lcAL ANO RELIG-
loyfe REFORMER. , By B. F. Under-
Wood. Paper, 10 cents.

PAINE VINDICATED.
soll. Paper, 15 cents.

PABSAGE OF THE RED SEA. By 8.
E. Todd. (Tract.) 3 cents.

PHILOSOPHY OF INGER8OLL. Se-
lections from the Lectures and WHtiHgs
of Robert G. In~*CrShit. th. & Biographi-
cal Sketch of the. Auto. Edited and ar-
fatighd bV verfe Gbldtn~aite, Hahdsome-
Ig printed oh Afexahdra dfeckle-edge paper.
ouhd ih heavy ABjorhson boards, with
g9

By R. G. Inger-

pu.ckfam back ahd qilt top. Price, post-
aid, $1.65. In flexible Spanish leather,
oxed, $3.15.

PLEA FOR ATHEISM. By Charles
Bradlaugh. (Tract.} 5 cents.

PLEA FOR IMPARTIAL TAXATION.
Paper, 5 cents.

POCKET THEOLOGY. By Voltaire,with
portrait. Paper, 25 cents.

Definitions of theological terms in Vol
taire’s keenest vein of satire. True to
facts and immensely witty. Alphabetic-
ally arranged like a dictionary.
priest in absolution. Paper,

cents.

Showing the dangers to which church
n|1embers are exposed by the confession-
a

PI.?IESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED.

the Rev. Geo. Townsend Fox.
15 cents.

PROCEEDINGS AT CIVIL RIGHTS
MEETING IN WASHINGTON, D. C. By
Robt. G. Ingersoll and Frederick Doug-
lass. Paper, 10 cents.

Speeches of Colonel Ingersoll and Mr.
Douglass protesting against the decision
of the Supreme Court that the Civil
Rights Act is unconstitutional.
PROMETHEUS. By Samuel P. Putnam.

Cloth, 50 cents.

This _poem was written when the au-
_tgor* first began to discard Christian
ideas.

15

By
Paper,

PROPHETS AND PROPHECIES. By
John E. Remsburg. (Tract.) 3 cents.
PROTESTANT INTOLERANCE. By

John E. Remsburg. (Tract.) 5 cents.
PULPIT, PEW, AND CRADLE. By Hel-
en H. Gardener. 10 cents.

PYRAMID OF GIZEH. By Van Buren
Denslow, LL.D. Paper, 25 cents.

QUESTION 8ETTLED. Biblical and
Modern Spiritualism Compared. By
Moses Hull. Paper, 25 conte.

QUEEN MAB. By Percy Bysshe Shel-
Ie?/. With notes, 12mo, 120 pages.
Cloth bound. Price, 50 cents,

7’bi) vpJumo contali« a notl¢cc gf RImb

.. ulti .
anHa«*. And wqutb)l/-" of thagrmftilcQCf|
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ley by the American publisheto. and thé
notaa to thia, thé authof'e most famOua
pOom, fill flfly-flvo pages. Queen Mab
Is a rake bo'em, fin'd evoby Ffebthinker
will find It repays tending ahd rereading.

RADICAL PULPIT. Discourses by Fe-
gi( Adler and O. B. Frothingham. CISth,
RATIONAL COMMUNISM. The Present
and Future Republic of North America.
Cloth, $1.
The woi*k advocates associate life and
employment As A pfévéhtive Of poverty,
vfe'e And crime.

Real BLASPHEMERS.
Kelso. Paper, 50 cents.

RELATION OF WITCHCRAFT TO RE-

LIGION. By A. C. Lyall; Paper, 10
cent».

Religion A CURSE. By Samuel P. Put-
nam. Paper, 25 cents/

Ohe of tho strongest 6f Mr. Putnam's
works. To which is added. Mr. Putnam’s
address before the Columbian Exposition
Committee in the House of Representa-
tives against Sunday closing. Also the
following Poems and Essays never before
In book form:, Orthodoxy. Freethought
Man, Not God. The Statue of Liberty
and Thomas Faine. Death and Life.
The Golden Age. Shut the Door.

RELIGION AND MORALITY. By Mrs.
Zela etevena. Paper, 15 cents.

RELIGION ANO RATIONALISM. The
Relation of Each to Human Liberty.
By E. C. Walker, (Tract.) 5 cents.

RELIGION AND THE BIBLE. By F. D.
Cummings. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents.
A book to aid those seeking light upon

biblical and religious subjects. It will
be particularly acceptdbie to those
éffifefgihg jfFom the church, assisting
them jto .clearer ideas of the Bible, and
strengthening their faith in reason. The
author is a believer in God and immor-
tality and endeavors to show why he
holds such faith while rejecting all the
superstitions of Christianity.

RELIGION IN OUR COLONIES. By W.
A. Croffut. 5 cents.
This tract throws new light- -upon the
religious tyranny of our forefathers.

RELIGION OF BLOODSHED. By Percy
Fitzhugh. (Tract.) 5 cents.

RELIGION OF HUMANITY BETTER
THAN ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. By

By John R.

M. Babcock. Paper, 10 cents.
RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS. By L. K
* Washburn. Paper, 10 cents.

REMODELING THE GOVERNMENT
AND OTHER ESSAYS. By W. L. Wil-

lis. Paper, O cents.
RIGHT LIVING. By Susan H. Wixon.
Cloth, $1.

A book of Ethics adopted in schools
and the best ih print for the use of Lib-
erals. Entirely free from religion and
superstition of all sorts. Teaches morals
scientifically, and is the book for grow-
ihg children to be trained -by.

FOR MEN
AN HONEST CURE

1 Of Varicocele. Seminal
1Weakness, and Impotency
mor Lost Manhood. _1fyou
Bor an}{f of your friends
Fare suffering from these
| diseasessee that you send
six2 centstamps FOR MY
BOOK explaining mK
treatment, and in whic
astatement ofthese com-
i plaints and their evil ef-
iTfects are giveu, together
Iwith sworn testimonials
l—undisputed evidences
rof my success. | have
never seeu a caseof Vari- -gd
aocelo. Seminal Weakness!»
land Impotency properlylls
treated by any other™H
method thau mine —a ™l
medicine applied extern-
Lally. | have neverseen a
lease eo far advanced that my treatment
lwould not give the greatest benefit, and
‘those cases are few and farbetween which
It will not completely and Eermanently
cure | therefore wish to make my treat-i
ment as public audwidely extended asi
possible. 1 cau_Pive treatmentj list asef-|
ifectively by mail'at a distance asin my of-
fice. 1 make no charge foradvice by mail
land my EKK is moderate forthe wonder-
ful benefit you will receive. Address me
at Vineland, N. Jersey, where I have
been in Medical Practice for 35 years.1

DR. R. P. FELLOWS.

&

K

s
iJao i»u Al

[>r |<\n. »X |
that mugi

]
pa rttyuffd ii> 1 ?

Gems of

Blessings oh Science!
seemed old; ]

WhePc,i Fhith gre# dotlhg, find 6ur reason
cold,;

"Twas she discovered that the world was

Thought.

When the earth

1> EmEm'm

young; ; -
And taught a language t0 Ita lisping
tongue:
—-Mackay.

To gather much thought Into few words
stam_Bs the man of genius. Therefore, if
possible, the quintessence only!—Schop-
enhauer.

"It is with the narrow-souled writers
'as with the narrow-necked bottles; the
less they have in them the ndore noise
they make in pouring it out;"

"If the author Is good, it does not Mat-
ter so much how bad is t*fe subject; if
the author is bad, it does not matter at
all how good is the subject;"

Few write In the way in which an
architect builds; who before he sets to
work, sketches out his plan, and thinks
it over down to rts smallest details.—
Schopenhauer.

Without liberty there can be no such
thing as conscience, no such word as
justice. All human actions—all good, all
ad—have for a foundation ne wea. oi
human liberty, and without liberty there
can be no vice, and there can be no
virtue.—Ingersoll.

nwhen we observe the accordance and
barmony between ancient and modem
myths and mysteries, we readBy perceive
how little originality our modern faith
contains; for there is not a rite, cere-
mony or belief we now profess that can-
not be traced to its origin, 'n Chaldean
idolatry—in Assyrian. Eg\ypt_ian or Roman
mythology."—Inman’s "Ancient Faiths.”

| am wax—| am energy. Like the
whirlwind and waterspout | twist my en-
vironment into_ my form whether it will
or not. What is i1t that transmutes elec-
tricity into auroras, and sunlight into
rainbows, and soft flakes of snow into
stars, and adamant into crystals, and
makes solar system of nebulae? What-
lever it is, | am its cousin german. | too
have my ideals to work out and the uni-
verse is given me for raw material. |
am a signet and | will put _mﬁ stamp
%on the molten stuff before it hardens.

hat allegiance do | owe to environment
| shed environments for others as a snake
sheds its skin. The world must come
my way—slowly, if it will—but still my
-way. am a vortex launched in chaos
to suck it into shape;—Ernest Croshy.

~ “The Heart Knoweth."
Sometimes my little woe is lulled to rest.
Its clamor shamed by soine old peel’s

page— .
Tumult of hurrying hoof, and battle-

rage,
And d?/ing knight, and trampled warrior-
crest
Stern faces, old heroic souls unblest
Eye me with scorn, as they my grief
would
A mere ch
] sta}?e.
Tricked for a part of woe and sombre-
flrest
“Lo, who art thou,” they ask; "That thou
shouldst fret
To find, forsooth, one single heart un-
done? )
The page thou turnest there is purple-wet
With blood that gushed from Caesar over-
thrown!
Lo, who art thou to prate of sorrow?”

%age,
ild, schooled to keep upon the

et .
This little woe, it is my own, my own!
——Charlotte Wilson.

The Author.

Men called him friendless and alone;

For in a dark and dreary room
His solitary taper shone

Upon the mldnlght’s utter gloom.
Yet still he labored on, and wrote

Of simple things, the fair and sweet,

| That only poet hearts may note
And poet homage make complete.

| Men called him friendless. Yet at last,
Wlhen Death, because he grieved so
ong,
A snovx?y raiment o'er him cast
And hade him join the uncounted
throng,
A thousand hands their laurel brought,
A thousand hearts their gift of rue;
For those wlio read the work he wrought
Hud loved lilpi, though he never knew.
1,')t n » t —Laila Mitchell.

3A1

Not for Parsons.

Netufailys-r-"Whéat is It you ijiiie best
About ué giris?” aaked the AWeet jrourig
thing.

IIM
ton

arme," answered the youth.
ranscript;

Roas

MiMlodiry Wotk"~"Ro yon once lived
. ih Africa, Ram?”

"Tan, eah."

"Ever do any Tladlonmary work out
| there, Rain?"

"Oh; yes, sali! | was cook for a cart-
I nibal chief, sah!"—Yonkers fAtateamart.

~ Thé Old One's Faults—"What brought
i you nere, my poor fellow?" the Chicago
settlement worker asked.

"I married a new woman« sir,” the
I prisoner groaned.

*Aha, and shfe wds so domineeflrlg And
| extravagant that it drove you to desperate
| courses, eh?”

"NO; the- old woman turned Up/—
| Philadelphia Ledger.
~Some  3jlent Winnérs.—Examine oui*
list of Presidential candidates and see
| how few of them made stump speeches;

George Washington made none.

Thomas Jefferson .made norie.

John Adams, John Quincy Adrais,
IJar|1|1es Madison, James Monroe made
[ nolle.

Neither did Andrew Jackson, nor Mar-
| tin Van Buren, nor General Harrison, nor
| James K. Polk, nor Franklin Pierce, nor
| James Buchanan.—Weekly Jeffersonian.

8eems to Keep Low Company.—Mr.
| Louis Harrison says, in a letter to the
| Sun, that he has met many ministers,
| and "all have held that a theatrical life
| was incompatible with ure, Sweer,
| Christian living.” Three of this opinion
that he says he knew were the Rev. Jefe.
| Cooke, who eloped with Fioretta Whaley;
i the Rev. J. Frank Cordova, who eloped
t with a choir girl, and got three years,
I 'and a minister in San Francisco, who
| was banged for murdering two girls. Any-
I body might happen to know one of these
| ministers, but what will Mr. Harrison
say to the suggestion that to know all
three of them Implies an extraordinary

| taste for criminal society?—Life.

_ All Three Kinds.—There is a village
| in New England which clings fondly to
| the customs of the past and has small
| regard for innovations. Not long ago an
| old resident died. The lawyer who went
| up to settle the family affairs stayed
| overnight at the little inn. ]

He was a dyspeptic, and ever cautious
| about his food. Therefore he looked
| searchingly at the waitress as she stoori

at the breakfast-table the next morning
io greet him.

“I*m—er—obliged to be very careful of
' myself,” he said, solemnly. "My diet H

extremeg/ limited. What sort of break-
fest food have you? That is all | take
in the morning, except dry toast”

"We have apple, squash and mince,”

said the girl, regarding him in kindly and
sKmpathetlc fashion. ™You can take your
choice, or have all three. If you like."—
Youth’s Companion.

The South Goin? Dry.

Lay the jest about the julep in the cam-
phor balls at last,.

For the miracle has happened and the
olden days are past.

That which made Milwaukee famous
doesn’t foam in Tennessee,

And the lid in Alabama is as tight locked
as can be; )

And the comic paper Colonel and his
cronies_well may sigh,

For the mint is waving gaily, and the
South is going dry.

By the stillside on the hillside in Ken-
tucky, all is still.
And the only damp refreshment must be
dipped up from the rill. )
North Car'lina’s stately Governor gives
his soda glass a shove,

And discusses local option with the South
Carlina Gov.

It is useless at the fountain to be winkful
of the eye. .

For the cocktail glass is dusty and the

~ South is going dry.

It is water, water everywhere, and not a
drop to drink, )

We no longer hear the music of the mel-
low crystal clink

When the Colonel and the General and
the Major and the Jed

Meet to have a little nip
petite an edge— .

For the eggnog now is nogless and the
rye has gone awry ]

And the punchbowl holds carnations and

the South is going dry,

—The Volee.

e
%o give the ap-
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News of the Week

The steamer Kronprinz Wilhelm sailed
from New York last week with $7,100,000
in gold for Germany and Paris.

Francois Coppee, the famous French
poet and playwright, and dean of the
French Academy, died May 23, aged 66
years.

The battle fleet has called at Belling-
ham, Seattle, and other Washington
Tofts. It will not stop at Apia, Samoa, a
«German port.

In the Concho valley, Texas, there was
a hailstorm, May 20, which killed calves,
‘colts' and sheep. Report says that the
hailstones were &s big as baseballs.

While he was singing a hymn in St.
Matthew’s Lutheran school, " this city,
George Weitzen, who was intended for
the ministry, died instantaneously, May

15.

A resolution providing for the election of
United States senators- by popular vote
was defeated in the U. S. Senate. 33 to
20, May 23. Senator Owen of Oklahoma
introduced it.

A train bearing a load of pilgrims to a
shrine where miracles are reputed to
take place was wrecked near Antwerp, in
Belgium, May 21, and sixty of the pas-
sengers were Killed.

Rioting and dynamiting of cars have
marked the strike on the three-cent mu-
nicipal street car lines in Cleveland,
Last Sunday the strikers voted to arbi-
trate and go back to work.

The grounding of the New York Fire
Department yacht Velox in the East Riv-
er disclosed the fact that the city’s vessel
was being used to take the Irish Cardi-
nal Logue and eleven other Catholic
priests on a junket.

The New York Department of Health
has appealed from the decision of Judge
Dickey of the Supreme Court in BrookIKn |
that the death certificates of osteopaths
must be accepted. The regular doctors
are behind the appeal.

Mae Catherine Wood, who sued United
States Senator Platt for divorce, not only
lost her case but was put in jail on a
charge of perjury. She put in evidence
a marriage certificate of a form which
was not_printed until the year after the
date which it bore.

That, conspiracy in restraint of trade,
the Sunday law, was enforced to the
letter in Bast Orange, N. J., last Sunday.
Laundrymen were arrested for deliver-
ing clean clothes in the morning and a
caterer for accommodating his custom-
ers with ice cream.

The House of Representatives, May 22,
rejected the amendment to the postoffice
appropriation bill providing for a subsidy
for ocean mail steamers. The scheme
was denounced as a “monumental plun-
der of the national treasury in behalf of
the private shipping interests involved.”

Earl Gulick, a boy soprano who sang
in the Church of the Heavenly Rest, this
city, and also before President McKinley
and President Roosevelt, who praised
him, received a medal from Andrew Car-
negie. The prominence thus gained in-
troduced him to bad company, and the
other day he was arrested for robbery.

The Rev. Dr. Charles L. Goodell of Cal-
vary Methodist church, this city, was a
promising candidate for the office of bish-
op before the Baltimore conference until
rival nominees circulated the fact that he
was a divorced man. Although the Rev.
Goodell was not the *“guilty party,” so
called, the revival of the scandal defeated
his aspirations.

For attending a theatre performance
on Wednesday evening instead of prayer
meeting, the Rev. Dr. J. H. Clark, a Meth-
odist Protestant clergyman of Camden,
was ousted from the ministerial educa-
tion board by the Methodist Protestant
General Conference at Pittsburg, May 23,
The play the Rev. Mr. Clark attended was
Hall Caine’'s “The Christian.”

The- municipality of Paterson, N. J.,
has begun a suit for libel against the
Broadwa Magazine and Broughton
Brandenburgh for disparaging statements
regarding that city. Brandenburgh wrote
an article for the magazine entitled “The
Menace of the Red Flag,” in which Pat-
erson was represented as a city of An-
archy, or something of that kind.

Tbe Truth Seeker. — May 30, 190S.

The orders issued b¥ the Board of
Health of New York City requiring that
all persons who milk cows must wear
white duck overalls and jackets, other-
wise the milk will not be allowed to en-
ter New York, have placed the. majori
of milk producers in a predicament. Muc
of the milking has heretofore been done
b?/ the wives and daughters of farmers,
all of whom now declare that they will
never don the overalls. The farmers
think they cannot afford to dispense with
their female help and they are at a loss
to know what to do.

A convention in New York, called by
J. Eads How, chairman of the National
Committee for the Relief of the Unem-
ployed passed resolutions that the asso-
ciation demand of the Legislature that
it at once appropriate $6,000,000 for im-
proving the condition of the roadways,
deepening and improving waterways and
do other municipal and state work on
which the unemployed could be put to
work at union wages. Other resolutions
declared in favor of the initiative and
referendum and a cooperative common-
wealth as a final solution of the problem
of idleness and poverty.

Prime Minister Asquith, of England,
replying May 20 to a delegation in favor
of woman suffrage, said that the govern-
ment intended to pass a comprehensive
measure of electoral reform, and -that
should an amendment favoring woman
suffrage be introduced the government
would not oppose it, provided the propos-
ed chan_gge was upon democratic lines.
He admitted, respecting woman suffrage,
that he had not “reached the state of
I%jrace which its advocates enjoyed,” but
e had an open mind. He was aware that

I| ago_ut two-thirds of his colleagues favor-
ed It

This declaration means that the
government will not attempt to influence
its followers, but will leave all to vote
as they please., The suffragettes were
not satisfied with Mr. Asquith’s state-
ment, and twenty of them stormed his
residence. Six were arrested.

On the night of May 17, the Rev. S. C.
Coffman, pastor of the Meadowdale cir-
cuit in Marion county, W. Va., and form-
erly pastor of the Hope Methodist church
of 'Wheeling, Kkilled his young wife.
About 5 o’clock next morning the nreach-
er, covered with blood, staggered into a
farm house half a mile from his home _and
exclaimed: “I have killed my wife!”
When neighbors got to the Coffman house

they found the body of Mrs. Coffman
covered with wounds in the yard. She
had been literally jcut to pieces. A

bloody razor at her side showed how the
deed 'had been done. Coffman was put
in the Marion county jail at Fairmount.
He says that at 2 o’clock in the morning
he awakened and found himself in the
yard standing over the dead bodv of his
wife with the bloody razor in his hand.
Coffman is 30 years of age and has been
eccentric. He has been holding revival
services and on the night of the murder
had his biggest meeting. He pleads a
brainstorm.

After having held her captive for a
gear in the dungeons of the Fortress of
t. Peter and St. Paul, the Russian gov-
ernment announces that it is about to
bring Mme. Catherine Breshkovsky to trial
upon a charge of treason. The aged wom-
an, who has given more than half her
life to the uplifting of the Russiad peas-
antry and who_has suffered no less than
fifteen years’ imprisonment for her ac-
tivity in the cause of a free Russia, now
lies beneath the indictment of the czar’s
special inquisitorial commission. She will
be tried upon the specific charge of dis-
tributing arms and conductmg a revolu
tionary propaganda among the peasant'
members of the revolutionary organiza-
tion. The extreme penalty for this offense
is death. Mme. Breshkovsky has been a
co-prisoner with Nicholas Tschaikovsky,
the “Founder of the Russian Revolution.”
A petition for the release of these two
prisoners was sent last December to
Premier Stolypin by a group of promi-
nent Americans who presented the sen-
timents of thousands of citizens of New
York, Chicago, and Boston.

Postmaster Morgan of New York has
ordered that the general delivery win-
dows at the general post office are to be
kept open for business twenty-four hours
a day. even on Sundays and holidays,
whereas it has been the practice to close
them at midnight on week days and at 6
p. m. on holidays. As the postoffice is
maintained for the convenience of the
public, which pays the deficit, the order
is a dictate of the simplest kind of com-
mon sense, '

Lectures and Meetings.

The Sunrise Club,—The next dinner
of the Sunrise Club will be held at the
Cafe Boulevard, Tenth street and Second
avenue, on Monday evening, June 1
“What Did Wait Whitman Intend to
Teach?” will be the subject of a sympo-
sium, the speakers being Horace Trau-
bel, John H. Johnston, Theodore Schroe-
der, and James F. Alorton, Jr. Notify the
secretary, E. C. Walker, 244 West 143rd
street, if you are going.

Wait. Whitman Fellowship.—The fif-
teenth annual convention will be held on
May 31 at the Hotel Brevoort, New York,
in the afternoon at 3 o’clock for readings,
addresses, and music, and at 7 in'the
evening, for dinner and informal speech-
es. Tickets for the dinner are $1.50. No-
tify Horace Tréubel, Camden, N. J.

_ The Brooklyn Philosophical Associa-
tion meets every Sunday afternoon at 3
o’clock ip Long Island Business College,
So. Eighth street, between Bedford and
Driggs avenues, Brooklyn.

M%y 31.—Closing Exercises. Address by
resident Frederick Bb. Breithut. Spe-
cial Music Program.

Liberal Art Society. Mr. Platon Broun-
off, director. Meets at Terrace Lyceum,
206 East Broadway, Friday evenings, at
8 o'clock.

M%y 29—"“Why | Became a Socialist.”
y the Rev. Alexander Irvine.

The Harlem Liberal Alliance meets Fri-
day evenings at 8.30, in Fraternity Hall,
at 100 West 116th street.

The Friendship Liberal League of
Philadelphia holds meetings every Sun-
day afternoon at 2.30 and Sunday even-
ings at 7.30, at 715 North Broad street.

May 31.—2:30 P. M. Debate on “The
Impracticability of Socialism” between
Edward Dobson and D. K. Young. At
7:30 P. M, lecture on *“Liberty and
Progress.” By Edward Dobson.

THE BIBLE AS IT READS

But Never Spoken, and

The Coming Great International

War.
BY HARRY F. HOWARD.

The following are a few of the many
passages of scripture that the author is
calling the world’'s attention to:

St. John 2:16—“Take these things
hence; make not my Father’s house an
house of merchandise.”

1 Cor. 14:34, 35—“Let your women
keep silence in the churches; for it is
not permitted unto them to speak; it is
a shame for women to speak in the
church.” )

St. Matt. 16:3—“O ye hypocrites, can
ye not discern the signs of the times.”

St. Matt. 24—"Tell us what shall be the
end of the world. Jesus answered and
said, as the days .of Noah were, Nation
shall rise against nation and kingdom
against kingdom and there shall be fam-
ines and pestilences, and except those
days should be shortened, there should
be no flesh saved.” )

Eccle. 4:4—"But the earth abideth for-
ever.”

That all nations and kingdoms are hur-
rying gigantic preparations for this
dreadful and terrible international war is
fully known to all mankind. That there
is something unusual about to happen is
shared by all thinkers today. The author
brings to light the unmistakable facts
that the end of the world means not the
end of the earth, but the end of the
wicked and warlike nations of the earth,
by bringing upon themselves a great in-
ternational war, so vast as to cause
frightful famines, so vast that the un-
buried dead Will breed jterrible pesti-
lences, till death nearly sweeps the hu-
man family from the face of the earth,
likewise as it were at the time of Noah
and the flood.

The author takes up the unmistakable
signs of the times and verifies that all
nations and kingdoms are now signing
their own death warrant In this hurry-
ing of great preparation for war, and
the present generation, now living, will

pay the penalty with their lives,
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Abraham Lincoln
Ulysses S. Grant

The Six Greatest Figures in Ameri-
can History, and Not One of
Them Was a Christian. All
Were Unbelievers—All
Freethinkers

WASHINGTON
Propositions proved:

1. That Washington was not a
Christian communicant.

2. That he was not a believer in
the Christian religion.

JEFFERSON

Says Benjamin Lossing in his
“.Lives of the Signers of the Decla-
ration of Independence:”

“In religion he was a Freethinker«
in morals pure and unspotted.”

PAINE

In regard to Paine’'s Religions
views Mr. Remshurg establishes the
negative of the following: i. Was
Paine an Atheist? 2. Was he a
Christian? 3. Did he recant?

FRANKLIN

“It is much to be lamented that a
man of Franklin’s general good
character and great influence
should have been an unbeliever
in Christianity, and also have done
as much as he did to make others
unbelievers.”—Dr. Priestley.

LINCOLN
A cloud of witnesses testify to
Lincoln’s rejection of Christianity.

GRANT

The refutation of Grant’s alleged
Christian belief is complete, and
the proofs of his disbelief are full
and convincing.

The Book Contains about 550
pages. It has portraits of
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coln and Grant

Itis printed in large clear type,
on heavy paper, and hand-
somely bound
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