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OLY TAX DODGERS.
Father KnicKerbocRer’s Enormous Losses from 

Exemption of Church Property.
Olive Schreiner says : “When a soul breaks free 

from the arms' of superstition, bits of the claws 
and talons break off in it. It is not the work of 
a day to squeeze them out.” Within a compara­
tively short time an old, powerful superstition has 
been discarded, and the newer nations have bro­
ken free from it—the superstition of the union of 
church and state. In this country we are apt to 
pride ourselves upon complete separation. We no 
longer feel the pressure of the crushing arms of 
the monster, but to the observant eye there are 
sores .and festers which prove that bits of the 
claws and talons still remain in the body politic. 
The disruption of the union between church and 
state has. li.ii been so complete as we wouiu fain 
believe.

The majority of women and children still base 
the extent of their h.old upon husband and father 
by the depth to which they may reach in his 
pocket, arid judging from this standpoint—which 
is not, under present conditions, a bad one—it is 
fair to conclude that the church still has a con­
siderable hold upon Father Knickerbocker, be­
cause in New York city alone it annually lessens 
the sum he might carry in his pocket by $2,280,- 
000.

The private exemptions in New York city 
amount to $279,000,000, and of this amount $152,- 
000,000 must be debited to churches, parsonages, 
seminaries and parochial schools, or about 2 1-3 
per cent of all property assessed. The taxes upon 
this amount would1 be $2,280,000. Other exemp­
tions are :
Asylums, Homes, Hospitals .............. §56,000,000
Benevolent Associations ................. 14,000,000
Colleges, Schools, Libraries .............. 36,000,000

§106,000,000
Cemeteries and Miscellaneous Exemptions 21,000,000

§127,000,000 
or a great deal less than church property alone.

The United States property exemptions, inclu­
ding forts, navy yards, postoffice and other federal 
buildings, amount to $6o,ooO,ooo; the total real 
estate assessed amounts to $6,240,480,602 ; total 
taxes on all property and licenses, $110,000,000. 
It costs as much to maintain roads, to build sew­
ers, to lay gas and water mains before church 
property, which pays nothing to the city, as it does 
before lots with houses or office buildings on, 
which pay their share of the expense. If we go 
upon the basis that all such privileges presuppose 
some return to the city, what do wc find? Asy­
lums, homes, hospitals and benevolent associations 
do something for the poor of the city and thus in­
directly make some slight return for their privi­
leges ; colleges, schools, and libraries give service 
not to be lightly reckoned, and at some time in 
our experience the most of us get our share even 
in the cemeteries. Of the federal property it may

This paper was read at the tuin util dinner of the 
Woman’s Henry George League held on Lincoln’s birth­
day at Peek’s Restaurant, New York.
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be said that the navy yards afford employment to 
many; that the forts afford protection from the 
encroachments and possible attacks of enemies ; 
that the postoffice gives invaluable service to ail 
alike, and that the other federal buildings all have 
their uses under present conditions. But what 
does the church, as an organization, give the pub­
lic in return for its exemptions? Nothing, abso­
lutely nothing! For the $2,280,000 that the city 
annually presents it, it gives no tangible return.

In the days when all persons were compelled to 
accept the doctrines 01 the church and forced to 
attend its services under heavy penalties, it might 
be argued that churches were state institutions 

Jor the benefit of all the people, and therefore en­
titled to exemption. But today, when they are 
virtually private corporations conducted for the 
benefit of those who voluntarily associate them­
selves with them, and when there is an ever-in­
creasing multitude who refuse to accept either 
their teachings or ministrations, no such claim 
can be made.

As Elbert Hubbard says, the church is a trust, 
the biggest of all trusts. It is not only exempt 
from taxation, but it has a special pull on legisla­
tion. Though no longer officially regarded as an 
equal partner with the state, yet to ignore íes 
claims is to suffer materially. One may scarcely 
be bom, married, or buried without its aid, if one 
wishes to be considered respectable. One may 
not so much as spend his Sunday as he pleases 
without discovering where a bit of the church's 
talons still festers.

History teaches us that in the past ages the 
church has stood forever as a retrogressive power; 
sages, philosophers, scientists having always fallen 
under its ban. Even today we have heresy trials 
when men dare think within the church jurisdic­
tion—and we have the admission of the author of 
the infamous ^‘infidelity bill” that its passage was 
secured by churchly influence.

In return for the exercise of all this temporal 
power, what does the church give? During the 
stress and suffering of this past winter, what have 
the churches done? On these bitter nights when 
freezing and starving men have built fires on the 
open streets, and stood in interminable lines for 
the bread and coffee that certain institutions of­
fered, have these powerful, privileged corporations 
opened their doors to house the suffering ? I trow 
not. Dark and forbidding have loomed the church 
buildings, while the city charities have cried aloud 
for aid, and while, because of lack of funds, the 
city has not been able to inaugurate public works 
for relief. They seem to have forgotten the com­
mand of the Great Founder to “go out into the 
highways and the byways and compel them to 
coinè in” I

Although for centuries the church has claimed 
the monopoly of wisdom, it has not devised a way 
to abolish poverty and suffering. It has contented
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The church has always claimed to be a great 
I engine far education, but it has been education 
I according to church doctrines, as if mathematics, 
I history. geography, or science were Catholic, Bap­
tist, Episcopalian, Methodist or Presbyterian! 
And while rhev are pursuing their narrow course 

: thousands and tens of thousands of children are 
deprived of any education, because the city can- 

! not afford ш supply teachers and buildings. 
1 Were the churches sensible of their great debt to 

this city, would they not give their support to 
the public schools? Or would they not at least 
say, “’Our children must all be educated—let us 
no longer be exempt from taxation, but treat 

■ us as any other holding company is treated, and 
! add the amount thus raised to the school ap­

propriation. that none may grow up in ignorance 
I and vice?
I The churches do not scruple to profit by the 
I increase in values in church property when it be- 
Г comes necessary for any congregation to move and 

find a new site. The property is put up for sale 
for the highest market price, and no thought is 
given for the small price originally paid for the 
site. АД this difference may well be called "cap­
italized exemptions." But the church corpora­
tions are not the ony ones who may profit from 
the fetich worship of tax-exemption for church 
property. Philadelphia afforded a striking instance 
of this. A man you all know—and admire—once 
purchased a church property in that city for $600,- 
ooo. He knew that that was not the limit of value 
for that site, so he held it for several years, let­
ting it for church purposes only, such as fairs and 
sociables, and for Salvation Army gatherings, un­
til he finally sold it for $1,000,000. A clear profit 
of $400,000 of “capitalized exemption”! A mod­
ern office building was at once erected upon the 
site, showing wherein lay the real use for that plot. 
There is nothing to prevent any unscrupulous per­
son making a like profit in a like case, if he has 
the money to invest.

But there is another interesting thing to be no­
ted in the average church. The pews are sold or 
rented according to their site or location value, 
thus proving that the church recognizes the Single 
Tax theory within its own organization for its own'
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profit, and is blind to it only in its relation to the 
whole community.

What I have said has not been meant as an at­
tack upon the church as a religious institution, 
nor is it based upon any feeling of personal ani­
mosity. I have only tried to point out a few of the 
bits of claws and talons still left. You will prob­
ably think of many more yourselves. I have 
aimed to show how much the city loses annually 
by this one bit of privilege—$2,280,000; and this 
must increase as the years go by. I hoped to 
show that wherever we find privilege, there we 
find a menace to society and to civilization itself. 
I know of but one remedy—the abolition of privi­
lege ; and but one means—the application of the 
Single Tax.

In conclusion there is just one thing more I 
would like to point out. It has been said here to­
night that in one other reform lay the great ethi­
cal remedy. I do not agree with that. We Single 
Taxers aré too prone to emphasize our philosophy 
as a fiscal reform only. I want to impress upon 
you tonight that it is rooted in the highest ethics, 
and to urge that you let nothing swerve you from 
this line. No higher code has yet been given to 
mankind than the Golden Rule, and to Henry 
George alone of all political economists it was giv­
en to urge this as the basis of living. In “Prog­
ress and Poverty” he says : “That we should1 do 
unto others as we would have them do unto us— 
that we should respect the rights of others as 
scrupulously as we would have our rights respect­
ed—is not a mere counsel of perfection to indi­
viduals; but it is the law to which we must con­
form social institutions and national policy if we 
would secure the blessings of abundance and 
peace.” The Single Tax is the application of the 
Golden Rule. You have heard tonight that the 
crying need of men, women, and children is jus­
tice—opportunity to work for a living wage. I 
leave with you, then, the Single Tax, which means 
justice ; access to natural opportunities, better 
conditions for men, women, and children; the 
righting of all wrongs, the wronging of no rights, 
privilege for none and equal opportunnity for all, 
the exemplification in daily life of the Golden 
Rule.

». »
The Art of Reviving.

“The small country town” is the paradise of 
the modern evangelist. Those who unfortunate­
ly live in large cities or ih the backwoods know 
little of present day religious terrorism, and for 
their benefit I submit the following outline of 
.the program and proceedings of the up-to-date 
revival as carried out in the country town. 
Single churches can not cut much ice by “going 
it alone,” for the reason that the other churches 
are jealous if the one succeeds in capturing a 
few stray lambs, and, of course, do not like to 
assist a rival ranch in “rounding-up the mave­
ricks.” So a “union revival” is started, all 
churches working together, but keeping hands 
off till the last day of the round-up, wjien the 
squabble begins for possession of the “new 
members.” Some church is sure to be accused 
of “hogging” the greater share of “burning 
brands” and much ill-feeling results.

In the beginning the most eminent profes­
sional spell-binder procurable is engaged with 
his expert psalm-singer and other paraphernalia, 
and on the appointed day “the great revival” 
settles, down, like a huge bird of prey, upon the 
devoted city. The place is practically delivered 
bodily into the hands of the revivalists. All places 
of business are “expected” to close up at such 
hours and during such times as the evangelist 

.desires, and each merchant in rotation is expect­
ed to give the use of his store for the holding 
of a prayer meeting. The town is platted into 
districts, and ladies in these districts are expected 
to hold prayer-fetes at their homes and notify, 
and fry to bring to these, all in such district. 
Some of the women do not like this business, but 
no “Christian woman” would dare refuse. Wom­
en dread “losing caste.” I heard of one such, 
however, engaged in drumming up recruits who 
apologized for her action thus: “Understand, 
this is forced on us—it is not any scheme.” Mer­
chants, too, if they escape must refuse outright, 
and run the risk of being esteemed Infidels and 
Anarchists. The whole thing is better adapted 
to the development of hypocrisy than the promo­
tion of piety. No wonder that John W. Draper 
pronounced society under such conditions “or­
ganized hypocrisy.” C. W, CLARK.

BIBLICAL CONTROVERSY.

Differences Between the Heretics and the Free­
thinkers. and the Critics and Historians.

BY JOHN l. RIEGEL.

Upon an occasion when corresponding with a young 
lady on scientific subjects, Benjamin Franklin wrote 
her that it is a kind of audacity to call into question 
the very general1 opinion that all rivers run into the 
sea, and that such audacity may subject one to cen­
sure. "But,” he affirmed, “we must hazard something 
in what we think the cause of truth; and if we pre­
pose our objections modestly, we shall, though mis­
taken, deserve a censure less severe than when we are 
both mistaken and insolent” Franklin argued that 
the waters of some rivers might be wholly evaporated 
before they reach the sea—for which he gave reasons, 
or at least “conceptions.”

Similarly there is an issue between heretics and 
•the orthodox on one hand, and Freethinkers on the 
other, as to whether frauds in the interest of religion 
all run into piety, or whether some are spread broad­
cast to do their work as mere frauds. The question 
is approached from two sides—that of the theologian 
and that of the historian, polemical or philosophic. 
As a rule the philosophic theologian contends for the 
former, and the polemical historian, willing to admit 
the great influence of true piety, finds through no fault 
of his own that fraud called by any number of devout 
attributes still' is deceit. “The theologian may indulge 
the pleasing task of describing religion as she descend­
ed from heaven, arrayed in her native purity; a more 
melancholy duty is imposed on the historian,” writes 
the historian Gibbon.

As Gibbon also observes (Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire, Vol. 1, xv, 1) that “the scanty and 
suspicious materials of ecclesiastical history seldom 
enable us to dispel the dark cloud that hangs over 
the first age of the church,” the subject of Christian 
origins has an absorbing interest to any one who has 
even a moderate knowledge óf the status of author­
ship up to the sixteenth century of our era, when even 
Bacon was not allowed, by common prejudice, to ac­
knowledge authorship to some of his best works which 
have made at least one mediocre man famous. The 
fact that the proper names of the assassins and ultra­
fanatics in Palestine during the first century are given 
in the New Testament as names of the visionaries who 
are represented as looking for a kingdom of heaven 
(but see Josephus’ “Wars” П, xiii, 4) argues for, rather 
than against, the identity of the men under an author 
ship of that time. Today the situation would be the 
reverse. It was with this knowledge, as well as with 
a knowledge of a few distinctions between Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin composition, that I was able to find, 
several years ago, that the New Testament is a mon­
strous deception composed originally by Saul, some­
time Senator of Tiberias (the caperaaum or “beautiful 
city” of Galilee), and frequently altered and extensive­
ly added to intentionally and accidentally by both 
heretics and the orthodox.. Because of the utter vile­
ness of the author and his heroes, and the great amount 
of license exercised subsequently under pious motives, 
I have assumed a boldness in the exposition of the real 
significance of this work which is displeasing to the 
Rev. Dr. Kampmeier, who criticises my contributions 
in The Truth Seeker on the grounds of untruthfulness 
by a letter in the issue of February 22, 1908.

As in the case of the old theologians who “proved” 
many things concerning Jesus by an interpolated pas­
sage in the “Antiquities” of Josephus, so the Doctor 
wishes to disprove the historicity of the New Testar 
ment by a single passage in the mutilated text of Taci­
tus, which has been shown to be not only out of har­
mony with the context, not only that it is of Christian 
origin by superficial agreement with the contradictions 
and falsehoods of the gospels, but that it is not Taci- 
tean by its incautious use of the title “Christus” as the 
“founder” of a name, and the opprobrious term” Chris­
tianos” to denote an obscure (?) sect “everywhere spo­
ken against” (Acts xxviii, 22). Moreover, Suetonius, 
whose works escaped serious mutilation at the hands 
of Christians, in speaking of these same people whom 
Tacitus describes as “filthy and flagitious” and “haters 
of mankind” guilty of “enormities,” says they were fol­
lowers of Chrestus, a Roman of the time of Claudius, 
when the Jews we're expelled from Rome (Claud. 25; 
Acts xviii, 2). The Doctor therefore throws his whole 
influence into my cause if he holds that the offscour 
of humanity to whom not onl'y Tacitus, but also Seuto- 
nius, Pliny, Juvenal, Adrian, Aurelius, Epictetus, and 
Lucian make occasional reference, were the primitive 
Christians. He actually points to the melancholy truth 
that the Chrestians were the “founders” of the name 
“Christian” by corruption, just as the cross which now 
ornaments the breast of the priest is a substitute for 
the heraldic dagger and the “sicus” which was con­
cealed in the garments of the primitive Christians.

There is no doubt that the rise of Christianity with 
its tenets, philosophies, and sophistries is a longer 
story than I have yet attempted in any of my articles 
in The Truth Seeker. The “much teaming” of the 
Greeks which made Saul mad (Acts xxvi, 24), to 
which Josephus refers (Life, sec. 9), was the philosophy, 
and not the polished language, as Saul’s progress in 
writing the epistles proves. I shall show later how this 
progress appears in the composition of the New Testa­
ment, and also how the philosophy of the Fourth gos­
pel is derived directly from a prized Greek composi­
tion.

Mr. Kampmeier’s criticism of the most effective meth­
ods available for dispelling the enormous theological 
frauds is merely a vapid plea for suppression and re 
pression of the truth which must make us free—what­
ever he may think he means by quoting David Strauss 
in The Open Court, for February, as having a prefer­
ence for the Ganzen [whole] rather than the Halben 
[half]. We all may be thankful that The Truth Seeker 
stands ready to "hazard something in whftt we think 

the cause of truth,” with censure only when we be­
come insolent.

Finding that I am again accused .by the Rev. Dr. 
Kampmeier of displaying a fictitious mental brilliancy 
because of my recent article on the “Art of God-Ma­
king,” although personally done with querulous criti­
cism, I feel that I owe to the readers of The Truth 
Seeker a complete refutation of Mr. Kampmeier’s state­
ments in reference to.

(1) “That higher criticism assumes that Moses never 
wrote a word of the books traditionally ascribed to 
him.”

This was the conclusion of the most radical school 
of criticism—the Graf-Kuenen-Wellhausen school—up to 
fifteen years ago, in the face of • the known fact that 
tradition is often more reliable than written history 
which is guesswork. The school was made more bold 
because the books of the Pentateuch nowhere claim 
Mosaic origin for themselves, and because the oldest 
known manuscripts of the Old Testament belong to the 
tenth century of our era. For long periods, al'so, the 
people of Israel seem to have been as ignorant of their 
own religion as the people of Europe were of theirs in 
the Dark Ages. Although a number of passages in 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Joshua directly say 
that Moses was commanded to write and put down in 
writing certain matters “for a memorial,” Jewish 
tradition its’elf ascribes to Ezra an undefined share 
in the work of reducing the Pentateuch to its present, 
shape long after the time of Moses. Graf accordingly bold­
ly declared that the entire work—legislative and his­
torical—was of late date and written to give a color 
of antiquity. To do this, however, his school had to 
represent, that the Jewish nation existed with only a 
small amount of written law and with the very crud­
est and most elementary notions of culture and religion 
up to the time of the prophets after the Exile. Well­
hausen and Ku enen then “found” that the religion of 
Israel grew up by natural development. This is the 
point to which Mr. Kampmeier has arrived.

But the humble spade has changed all this recently. 
Other men have looked for and perceived deeper 
ideas in the Biblical narratives of legendary and myth­
ical derivation. Instead of new theories carried to their 
exegetical conclusions, we have new facts by discovery. 
The history of the language alone affords ample rea­
son for believing that the history of the people of 
Israel must have existed in some early written form— 
that of the thirteenth century B. C. at the latest, with a 
long cultivation preceding that time. Recent discov­
ery has thrown an enormous amount of light on the 
very early and indeed common use of writing and 
the high development of literature in the ancient East. 
Culture and writing are carried back in Babylonia, to 
an almost fabulous antiquity—millenniums before the 
time of Abraham; and the age of Abraham itself was 
one of highly developed civilization and general 
enlightenment. Moses was not a nomad; he was reputed 
as “learned in all the wisdom of the. Egyptians,” 
whose hieroglyphical system of writing was already 
complete by the time of Menes, about 4,000 B. C. The 
“officers” of the government set over the Israelites in 
their bondage were scribes (shorterim). If, therefore, 
Moses did not write “all the words of Yahweh” in the 
“book of the covenant” (Exod. xxiv, 4-7), it was be­
cause he employed slaves as amanuenses in accord­
ance with the universal custom. To say that Moses 
never wrote anything may be a literal truth, but the 
proof of it is no longer possible and has passed into 
the contrary conviction of tradition. If by Moses we 
mean the author of the theocracy of “God’s chosen peo­
ple,” as do Philo (“Life of Mosis”) and Josephus 
(“Against A pion”), then- recent excavations have proven 
that Moses was a capable author and the author of a 
monotheism which is based on the Great Triad or 
Blessed Trinity of Assyrian mythology.

(2) The intermarriage of the sons of the gods with 
the daughters of men (Gen. vi, 1-4).

The Jehovistic account of Genesis—a fragment of an 
independent tradition also found in the.Primitive docu­
ment—is :

1-2. “And it came to pass, when men began to mul­
tiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were 
born unto them, that the sons of the gods saw the 
daughters of men that they were fair; and they took 
them wives of all that they chose. . . . .”

4. “The Nephilim [vigorous ones] were in the earth 
in those days, and also after that [Numb, xiii, 331, 
when the sons of the gods came in unto the daughters 
of men, and they bare children to them: the same were 
the mighty men which were of old, the men of re­
nown.”

No parallel to this account has yet been found. Jo­
sephus (Antiq. I, iii, 1), relying on the Septuagint, or 
rather a Hebrew version based in the LXX, says: 
“For many [fallen?] angels of God accompanied with 
[single act of intercourse] women, and begat sons that 
proved unjust and despisers of all that was good, on 
account of the confidence-they had in their own power; 
for the tradition is that these men did what resembled 
the acts of those whom the Grecians call giants.” Thus 
the view which Dr. Kampmeier takes to be the 
modern conclusion of higher criticism is really very 
old—it is also- represented by the Book of Enoch, by 
Philo, and by a number of the early Christian fathers 
Western classical mythology is full of stories of inter­
course between gods or demi-gods and mortals, but Ge­
nesis refers to the marriage of the “sons of the gods/’ 
and thus introduces a new difficulty in interpretation 
which has fixed for some time to come the “orthodox” 
view of Chrysotom, Augustine, and Jerome; 1. e., the 
sons of the gods were Sethites. The English versions 
give color tö a third conception which has been gener­
ally abandoned, i. e., the sons of the gods were the 
children of the mighty on the earth.

From the fact that the Samaritan version of the 
Pentateuch explained the sons of the gods as human 
beings, the view that angel's are meant has been fount- 
to be of Greek origin; scholars no longer believe wits 
Philo that the translators of the LXX were ne”* 
blessed with a miraculous çoncqrrepcp In the choice
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words, and that the translators themselves were ''hiero­
phants and prophets.” The difficulty until recently 
was that error to which etymologists have given the 
name of “conflation”—a confusion of words and mean 
Ings due to obscurity, illegibility of characters, or ac­
cident—the sign of early translation. Because the 
Greek for "boy” is the same as for "servant,” Matt, 
viii refers to the centurion's “servant” [boy] while 
John iv refers to the nobleman’s “son,” although the 
context in both instances uses “pais.” Because the 
Hebrew for “angel” or “messenger” (malk) and for 
“king” (mlk) were confused, these words are often 
interchanged: e. g. 2 Sam. xi, 1. A most remarkable 
instance of such error is the following.

A. 2 Sam. xxiv, 19-20—“And David (a) 'went up’ 
according to the saying of Gad as the Lord (b) ‘com­
manded.’ And Araunah (c) 'looked forth’ and saw the 
(d) ‘king’ and his (e) 'servants’ passing over (f) 
‘toward him’: and Araunah (g) ‘went out’ and bowed 
himself before the king with his face to the ground.”

B. 1 Chron. xxi, 19-20—“And David (a) ‘went up’ at 
the saying of Gad, which he (b) ‘spake in the name of’

And Ornan (c) ‘turned back’ and saw the 
’ And his four (e) ‘sons’ [that were] (f) 
hid themselves. Now Oman was threshing

xxi, 21—“And as David (a) 'came to' Ornan, 
'looked intently’ and saw (d) 'David [the 
(g) 'went out’ of the threshing floor and

the Lord.
(d) ‘angel.’ 
‘with him’ 
wheat.”

1 Chron.
Ornan (c) 
king]’ and 
bowed himself to David with his face to the ground.”

In a similar manner the expression for the children 
(see marg. R. V. on Acts viii, 13)’ of the righteous, i. e. 
“God’s chosen people” (Judg. xx, 2), has been corrupt­
ed into the expression “angels of the gods.” Thus one 
initial mistake, facilitated by a love of the marvelous 
which suggested other errors as necessary for the 
sense; has resulted ultimately in the conversion of a 
non-miraculous fact into a miracle. As the godly are 
“the generation of God’s children” (Psa. lxxiii, 15), 
while those who have dealt corruptly are “not his chil­
dren” (Deut, xxvii, 4-5), so must the original record 
have been that the children of Seth—the sons of God 

-—intermarried with the children of Earth—the daugh­
ters of strange gods (see Mai. ii, 11), who begat “men ’ 
of renown.

It is due to the same error that we have the refer­
ence to “giants” (gigantes, “children of the earth”) 
in the modern versions of Gen. vi, 4, where the orig­
inal indicated the hardy or vigorous type of men pro­
duced by engrafting one race upon another not too 
different. By a study of the conflations it was found 
about fifteen years ago that the original appellation was 
“gibborim”—valiant men who were able to crush un­
armored men like locusts (Num. xiii, 33). This is 
proven by the correction at the end of the verse. 
The giants (Nephilim) were in the earth in those days 
—“the same were the mighty men . . . men of renown 
(gibborim)” as in Num. xvi, 2, and 1 Chron. v, 24, and 
in 1 Chron. xi, 22-24, where a distinction is made be­
tween valiantness (gibbor) and great stature (raphah or 
middah). The whole of this verse is an interpolation in 
explanation of the three preceding verses.

An etymological version of Gen. vi, 1Д is as follows:
In those days men of other races on the earth (sons 

of the earth—gegenes) had attractive daughters whom 
the Semites chose freely for wives. Their offspring 
was a vigorous type of low moral tone (nephilim) who 
were heroic (gibbor) in warfare. Their morganatic un-' 
ion was displeasing to Bel, who attributed the alliance! 
to the animal1 appetites, and accordingly determined to! 
destroy all races at the end of 120 years with the ] 
deluge.

Mr. Kampmeier also makes reference to another er-, 
ror .held by the higher criticism of twenty years ago— 
that of the Christian demonology in the epistles named, 
for Jude and Peter. The first reference in Hebrew liter-1 
ature to a punishment of the angelic hosts is compara-.' 
tively recent and occurs in Isaiah xxiv, 21-33, where; 
there is a lapse to polytheism by indicating a dismay 
of the moon-god Shin and the sun-god Shamas. j

With an apology for having been so tong in showing 
“what the Bible really intends to say” in these matters, 
I close, trusting I have not been too brief to show the 
unconsciously indoctrinated that they generally wish 
the Bible to coincide with their own conclusions, right 
or wrong.

BOOKS RECEIVED.
publication of the R. F. Fenno Company, New 
The Discovery of the Soul, by Floyd B. Wilson 
The Foreword describes the work as “An At- 
. . to reveal the plane progressive man has 
on his ascent toward freedom, and. to throw

As to 
not 
ex­

OU

A late 
York, is 
($1.00). 
tempt . 
obtained 
light on the path leading through mysticism to the dis­
covery of those unused powers within the soul which 
duly appropriated give expression to the divine in man.” 
Mr. Wilson depends on psychology rather than theology, 
and bestows a soul on everything that has life, 
the immortality of other souls than man’s he does 
dogmatize. Things not otherwise demonstrated are 
plained as vibration.

A fat volume of somewhat more than 600 pages 
American Communities issues from the press of Kerr 
& Co., Chicago. It is .compiled by William Alfred 
Hinds, Ph.D., and contains a history of the communis­
tic experiments which have been attempted in the Uni­
ted States. The book seems to be thorough, only we 
notice that it says nothing about Modern Times, the 
Long Island community organized by Josiah Warren, 
aud the author has not heard of Home, Washington. 
These experiments may have been purposely omitted 
as not socialistic, 
the volume, which 
reference.

The Making of 
(Gentry Publishing 
dream books which depict the 
versal happiness brought about by adopting the ideas 
of the dreamer. Mr. Rosewater’s system is Centrism, 
which Is Socialism and something besides. 30 cents.

e been purposely ouittted 
A dollar and a half should pay for 

cannot fn’l to be useful as a book of

a Millennium, by Frank Rosewater
Co.,1 Omaha, Nob.) is another of those 

a earth as a realm of unl-

JOHN PECK.

He Comments on a Recent Great Religious Blow­
out in Naples, N. Y.

Though the Freethinkers may not thank God, 
they have reason to take courage. Some seem 
to lose heart on account of the efforts made of 
late to regulate the conduct of people by law, 
according to the fanatical ideas of Christians. 
But this is only an attempt to hold by force what 
they can no longer hold by persuasion and ca­
jolery, and is spasmodic and will ultimately re­
dound to their injury. They are like a sheep 
in the mire, the more they struggle the deeper 
they will sink.

The people will never consent to a union of 
church and state. They will soon see what these 
efforts lead to; a reaction will take place in which 
the church will lose more than it gains, and 
it will be lost forever. The Crapseys and higher 
critics have been warming the wax in the ears 
of superstition for a number of years, and their 
work is telling with fearful results to the church. 
When the foundation is undermined the struc­
ture must topple. None realize more fully than 
the pious fakirs how terribly the walls of super­
stition have been breached by the steady can­
nonading from the batteries of Freethought.

Sermons no longer command serious attention : 
the priesthood has lost its former power, and 
can no more regain it than the people can re­
turn to a flat earth. The sun of reason is above 
the horizon in the east; the clouds of supersti­
tion must ultimately be dispelled by its piercing 
rays.

Sixty years ago there was a protracted meet- 
■ ing in this village, and about two hundred con­
verts secured to the church. No trouble to pay 
ministers then. These candidates for celestial 
favors thought they were beating the old brim­
stone stoker and getting off cheaply by shelling 
out five or ten dollars each to pay the heavenly 
ringmaster for conducting the divine circus.

Not so now. The congregation of one of the 
churches has been turned into a band of rag­
pickers who are gathering up cartloads of old 
books and papers of every description, which are 
to be sold to keep the heavenly band-wagon 
running and pay the salary of the divine band­
master.

This is one of the signs of the times that can- j 
not be misunderstood. All manner of plans are 
adopted, including theatricals and shams oi 
every description, to keep the old spiritual mills 
grinding.

At the great protracted meeting here sixty 
years ago, a sermon was preached against lazy 
Christians, and a sunrise meeting appointed. Be­
tween daylight and sunrise, in the coldest 
weather, men and women could be seen stream­
ing along the street to attend these sunrise meet-

That’s how it was sixty years ago. Ministers 
have lost their power of control—another hope­
ful sign. No minister would dare attempt to 
get the people out to a sunrise meeting now ; 
he would know that it would end in flat failure. 
The minister loses his importance in society 
just in proportion as the people outgrow the*? 
superstition.

Now I want to compare the last great blow- 
with the one which took place sixty- years out 

ago.
It 

two a

jr

that 
make 

recruits into tre 
enthusiasm into 
out that a man 
Albany to con- 

quite a nour- 
were expectant, 
a noted evangelist, 

that his wife was a 
the great spiritual

was announced in the village papers 
churches would join together and 

protracted effort to gather new 
churches, and to pump a little 
the old stagers. It was given 
and his wife were coining from 
duct the hippodrome. I here was 
ish c-f trumpets and many

It was said that he was 
a man of great power, and 
great singer. ell, after
cyclone liad passed over, the papers did the best 
they could to let the 
said the people 
tions, but there 
awakening and great good had 
being interpreted, means that 
was a great fizzle.

Lincoln said all the people 
part of the time, and a part of the people all the 
time, but all the people cannot be fooled all the 
time, But we have arrived at a period when

a 
been

: the

.'.e churches down easy. They 
were attracted iu other direc- 

had been a great spiritual 
done, which 
great effort 

can

there is a part of the people who cannot be 
fooled even a part of the time.

The day for the belief in a spiteful, revenge­
ful God, a blazing hell, with the front gate wide 
open, and in Jonahs and Samsons, and talking 
snakes, and asses, has passed by, never to re­
turn. And with it the belief in the sacredness 
of the book in which this and much more non­
sense is' written. If a man had penned these 
sentiments sixty years ago he would have been 
condemned to dance on the red-hot bottom of 
hell barefoot. Oh, I tell you, “we are climb­
ing up the steeps of time, and this old world 
grows brighter.”

Only the man who is able to read the in­
scriptions on the mile stones along the way for 
three-quarters of a century can fully understand 
how much we have gained. Ministers are aware 
that they are being weighed in the balance of 
common sense, and that their sanctimonious 
pretenses are being taken at their real value.

A minister said lately, “If I should preach 
what I believe I would be turned out of the 
church, 
wait five 
ance ir 
other i 
behind 
work 
isters 
have 
sixty

Instead, I write down what I believe, 
years, and then it produces no disturb- 

the church.” 
inisters were preaching five to ten years 

. beliefs.
ino- as we 
ittering 
them to

>rmed that a minister in referring to 
•| do not believe the big stories in the 

jr more than he does.” Yet by the posi- 
»ccupies he not only indorses these “big 
"but virtually declares that he believes 
be sacred. He belies his words by his 

The people are coming to understand 
matters better, and there lies our hope.

the best talent that could be obtained 
effort fell fiat. The churches 

they cannot induce young 
г the ministry. The ques­
ting asked, “What can wc 

the cause of Zion?” It 
show that superst

And he further said that

That is to say, “we won’t 
can live by lying.” Min- 

sentiments today that would 
the everlasting bow-wows

tnei
as lo
are i 

sent
Mvearsl

I am inf< 
me said: 
Bible air 
tion he o' 
stories,” 
them to 
practice, 
these r

Witb|
the late protracted 
are complaining that 
men of talent to enter 
tion is everywhere be 
do to awaken interest ir 
all goes to show that superstition is staggering 
under the sturdy blows oi Freethought, and that 
our efforts have not been wasted on the “desert 
air.”

I wonder if Mr. Francis B. Livesey applies 
his doctrine of ignorance to his children? I 
wonder ii he has thought that if his idea should 
prevail it would again bring the people under 
the former sway of the priesthood, for wher­
ever the people are the most ignorant, there the 
power of the priest is most felt.

For many years I have regarded every phe­
nomenon as natural. During a long life I have 

anything supernatural. I have 
stock in miracles. Therefore, to 
an ass talking was the most 
that could be imagined. But 

has happened of late that satisfies me 
that it is possible for an ass to talk. I wonder 
if he honestlv believes that it would have been 
better for the country and the world if Wash­
ington, Jefferson, Franklin, Paine, Darwin, Hux­
ley, Lincoln, and Ingersoll had spent their days 
in a mine? If so, why not continue the process 
of eliminating knowledge, if such a thing were 

man knows no more than the 
George Francis Train said:

never witnessed 
never taken any 
me, the idea of 
ridiculous 
something

'S

©es

possible, unt
beasts of the field?
“The d—d lunatics put him in the asylum be­
cause they thought he was crazy.” I wonder 
whether all men are lunatics or Livesey crazy. 
I have entered my eighty-ninth year, and must 
soon cross the great divide. I want it under­
stood, while living and in my right mind, that 
no minister will be allowed to preach or mumble 
pravers over my dead body with my consent.

Naples, N. Y. ’ JOHN PECK.

Prof. Alfred Biese’a “Deutsche Literaturgeschichte” in 
two volumes, just published by C. H. Beck in Munich 
and on sale by G. E. Stechert & Co. in New York, is a 
very welcome history of German literature from the 
earliest times to the present day. It is concisely, but 
clearly written, and although aiming to be of a popular 
character, is based on thorough scholarly researches and 
accurate knowledge of the subject. It contains nearly 
sixty illustrations, consisting of portraits, reproductions 
of illuminated manuscripts, etc., which add greatly to 
the attractiveness and intrinsic value of the work. Stu­
dents of German literature could not have a better 
guide.
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The Dangerous Class.
The successful maintenance of the “Bishop’s 

Law” in New Jersey has emboldened the clergy 
of the state to grasp after more power, and this 
winter they have used every means in their pos­
session to have enacted a local option law, 
through which they could use their influence to 
practically enforce prohibition. They besieged 
the legislature in a body, lobbied in all possible 
ways for the passage of such a law, and threaten­
ed the legislators with political annihilation 
should they not vote for their pet measure.

The bill was debated and finally defeated in 
the New Jersey legislature on the 17th inst. Dur­
ing the debate it came out that the ministers 
had tried their bulldozing tactics on nearly all 
of the assemblymen, and one member read a let­
ter which had been sent to him and others. It 
was from the Rev. John L. Scudder, one of the 
prominent agitators for local option. It said :

“March 3, 1908.
“Mr. James Baker—Dear Sir: A great multitude of 

church people are waiting to see how you vote on the 
Local Option hill. You are an able man and a good 
fellow, and I want to see you continue in public life 
and realize your political ambitions, but I give you no­
tice now that hereafter I sha’l oppose you with all my 
power, and to get my friends to vote against you as 
long as I live, unless you givo heed to the mighty call 
of the best people of this state, and grant us, as far as 
you are able through your vote and influence, the en­
actment of our local option bill soon to be released from 
committee and submitted to you for your vote.

“If you evade your responsibility or vote against this 
measure, I now plainly inform you that as long as I 
live I will oppose you from pulpit and by voice and pen, 
as an enemy to the best interests of mankind. I am 
a wee bit of a hustler when I get to work, and I mean 
every word I say. If you vote with the ‘rummies,’ you 
are dead to us forever. You and others had better 
read the handwriting on the wall. Refuse us our right 
of home rule on the liquor question, and we shall be 
sour and down on you forever.

“I have no ill feeling to you personally, but I hate 
the traffic. It is only right that you should know how 
multitudes of church people feel in advance. Yours sin­
cerely,

“JOHN L. SCUDDER.
“P. S.—Remember, I can reach hosts of your voters 

in our People’s Palace.”
Mr. Baker voted against the bill, and did it, 

he said, partly because of the letter.
He did not. propose, he explained, to render 

himself open to the charge of moral cowardice, 
which he would be did he yield to such pressure. 
Other members denounced the methods of the 
churchmen, and the bill was killed with a snap 
and vim not often exhibited in a legislature.

The undesirable class in our country today 
are the clerics. They are the most dangerous

foes of freedom we have among us. Using their 
power over the followers to gain repressive leg­
islation, they have become an enemy to all per­
sonal liberty of the citizen. It is nothing to 
them what business interests they injure; to 
promote their own they would kill any other. 
They would, could they compass it, deprive the 
people of all freedom on Sunday, and prohibit 
many of the amusements the people desire on 
other days. The legislation they desire, after 
the Sunday law, is of the sewing circle variety, 
and was anciently expressed in sumptuary laws. 
A cleryman can find more vice in a community 
than the worst man in it besides himself. Like 
the Catholic priests who got up the questions 
for the confessional, they are intimately ac­
quainted in theory; if not in parctice, with all 
the viciousness of human nature, and with all 
the tricks degenerate men and women are cogni­
zant of. If society were as evil as the clergy 
allege it is, ninety per cent of the populace 
should be drowned. So, with their pessimistic 
preaching, they are interfering with legislation 
in a manner which must bring them into con­
flict with the populace, or the populace must be 
their slaves. Why should a preacher more than 
a grocer take it upon himself to regulate the 
manners and customs of a community? How is 
he, with his narrow education, to know human 
needs more than a business man? Yet such is 
the assumption of the clerics, and the people 
yield to it. Law without liberty is despotism, 
and the laws that the clergy originate and sup­
port, in almost every instance, make for despot­
ism and destroy liberty. The one idea of the 
clerics is to prohibit the doing of something 
which they think militates against their own 
trade. Suppress, suppress, suppress, is their cry. 
If they keep on with their efforts to make Sun­
day a day of torture, and to limit the actions 
of the people on every other day, they will be 
luckier than their predecessors if the people do 
not rise up and suppress them.

The clergy are the dangerous men in all com­
munities.

Infidels Attacked; The Truth Seeker 
Quoted an the Floor of the House.
Only five members of Congress had the cour­

age to voté against the McKinley bill to restore 
the motto “In God we trust” to the gold and 
silver coins of the United States. McKinley is 
a Representative from Illinois. The voters in 
the negative were Bartholdt of Missouri, Cooper 
of Texas, Gordon of Tennessee, Kusterman of 
Wisconsin, and Slayden of Texas. Kusterman 
made the principal speech against the restora­
tion, but he had no relevant argument to adduce. 
He accused the advocates of the bill of trying 
to advertise their religion by putting it on the 
coins ; perpetrated the near-bull of saying that 
he had no love for the man who has one eye 
skyward while the other is seeking for his neigh­
bor’s pocketbook ; indorsed the pious motives of 
President Roosevelt in removing the motto, and 
ended with the exhortation, “Let the people 
show through their acts that deeply imbedded 
in their hearts can be found that beautiful motto 
'In God we trust.’ ” Mr. Kusterman was evi­
dently guided in his course by loyalty to the 
President and had no conception of the incon­
gruity of a secular republic making official dec­
larations of faith.

The speeches in behalf of the bill were cheap 
and tawdry. Edwards of Georgia made the fol­
lowing and other remarks of the same kind :

“I do not charge, as some do, that the President is an 
Infidel. I think that the President is a God-fearing man. 
A man who is not sound in his belief in God, or who 
profanes God’s name, has no right in high office, which 
•is the gift of a God-fearing people. We represent God­
fearing people, and we, their representatives, should be 
God-fearing representatives.

“That Infidels all over the country openly rejoiced in 
the fact that the word ‘God’ was stricken trom our 
money is now a well known fact. Certain societies 
known to be infidelic have been protesting by mail to 
congressmen and senators against the restoration of this 
sentence. The removal of these sentences from our 
coin did not depreciate its monetary value, but it de­
preciated the sentimental value. The removal of these 
words was a victory for Infidelity. The restoration of 
them to our coin will be a blow to Infidelity and a vic- 
try for the God-fearing people of this great nation. Let 
us not retrograde, but rather let us go forward. Let us 
do nothing that smacks of national Infidelity. Let us 
not put an ‘Infidel money’ out upon tue world, but let 
us put out the coin that says to all the world ‘Ameri­
cans are a God-fearing and Gõd-loving people.’ Let us 
therefore fight Infidelity until it is literally .stamped out 
of our country.”

Change “God-fearing” to “hell-fearing.”
Evidently Georgia elects its backwoods 

preachers to Congress.
Not much behind Edwards of Georgia was 

Sheppard of Texas, whose speech on the sub­
ject in January we have already noticed in The 
Truth Seeker. Sheppard added to the enlighten­
ed remarks of the Georgia statesman the follow­
ing-

“Mr. Speaker, I have but little to add to what I have 
said on a former occasion on the subject. I desire mere­
ly to call attention to the fact that almost every Infidel 
in the country has openly rejoiced over the removal of 
this motto. Frequently Congress has been flooded with 
circulars from Infidel societies, protesting against the 
restoration of this legend. It was recommended for the 
coins during the administration of Abraham Lincoln, 
doubtless with his knowledge and approval. The fact 
that the Infidels openly object to their restoration, the 
fact that their removal would be used as an argument to 
destroy reverence rather than to inculcate it, ought to 
prompt Congress unanimously to restore the words, Tn 
God we trust.’ ”

Mr. Sheppard takes it for granted that any­
thing displeasing to Infidels, however unjust, 
unconstitutional, and untrue, should be adopted 
at once.

Representative Moore of .Pennsylvania took 
substantially the same ground as Sheppard;

“I have been impressed with the comments that have 
followed the discussion of the question. Men have been 
emboldened to write in defiance of all religious senti­
ment. They have hailed the removal of the motto as a 
revolt against the wholesome teachings of the ages. 
This we should not tolerate.

“In the remarks submitted by me on Friday, I quoted 
from a newspaper editorial that takes a startling view 
of this question. Listen as I read this unsavory extract, 
seeking to make capital of the order of the President:

“ ‘Those who do not believe in God in this country look 
upon his removal of that unconstitutional, untruthful, 
and unwarranted deific motto from our coinage as one of 
the most sensible acts ever performed by the President. 
They do not trust in God, they know that nobody else 
does who is sane, and, therefore, they do not see why 
every coin issuing from our mints should carry forth to 
the world an official lie.’ ”

We trust that the members of the Congress 
listened carefully while Representative Moore 
read that extract, and that he read it well. It 
is a little thing of our' own, and the Congress­
man was quoting from The Truth Seeker (Jan. 
и, 1908), although he omitted to give credit. 
He made no attempt to refute the argument nor 
any denial of the truth of the statements ad­
vanced in the editorial article from which he 
read. He relied upon the prejudice potential in 
the word “Infidels”—a term of reproach which, 
as Huxley said, “Christians and Mohammedans, 
in their modesty, agree to apply to those who 
differ from them.”

The vote is a sorry exhibition of the indiffer­
ence of Congress to the preservation of a vital 
principle of the government—the separation of 
religion from the state. “In God we trust” is a 
religious declaration. It establishes a religious 
belief, although the Constitution forbids that 
Congress shall make any law establishing re­
ligion. We are mortified by the disclosure of 
the fact that there was in the House of Repre­
sentatives no member with enough devotion to 
freedom of conscience to rebuke Edwards and 
Moore and Sheppard for their assault on that 
principle. When members of Congress declare 
that revolt against the “teachings of the ages” 
cannot be tolerated, and exhort other members 
to “fight Infidelity until it is literally stamped 
out of our country,” it is time that men at thq
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head of affairs were reindoctrined with the ideas 
of the founders of the nation.

There is one consoling thought. No congress­
man Of national reputation or of distinguished 
ability arose to defend the measure in a speech. 
It was the day of the mean and obscure. The 
shallows murmured, but the deeps were dumb.

—--- »* » ———
Settle These Things.

There is no definition of religion that the 
whoife world can accept; there is no idea of God 
tliat the whole world can indorse; there is no 
agreement by the whole world as to what con­
stitutes the Word of God, and no universal ac­
ceptance of a savior öf man.

Is there any such thing as religion? Is there 
a God? Is there a word of God? Is there a 
savior of man?

In view of the fact that there is such a dif­
ference of opinion as to what religion is, as to 

, what God is, as to what the word of God is, and 
as to who is the savior of man, are we not justi­
fied in consigning the whole pack of ideas in re­
gard to these subjects to the ragbag of super­
stition ?

If there is such a thing as religion, why can 
it not be intelligently defined so that all men 
and women can accept it? If there is a God, 
why cannot his existence be so clearly shown that 
there would be no chance for denying or doubt­
ing it? If there is a word ®f God, why does 
not its divinity so stand out that he who reads 
may be convinced? And if there is a savior of 
man, why is not his power manifested in a way 
that compels belief?

There is more intelligent doubt in the world 
than intelligent belief. There are more men 
who want to know than men who know. There 
is willingness to learn but no teachers who can 
Satisfy the inquiring mind.

What iê fêíigioh? Is it Christianity? 
Mohammedan says no. The Jew says no. 
Buddhist says no,

té it Môhaffiihêdânisffi ? The jeW says 
Thè Christian sayê nò. The Buddhist says

Is it Judaism? The Buddhist says no.
Christian säyS no. The Mohafiimedan says no. 
The Christian says no. Tlie Buddhist says no.

Is it Judaism? The Btiddhist says no. The 
Jew says no. The Mohammedan says no.

Is there more than one 
many religions are there?

Is Christianity religion 
Is Judaism religion and 
Mohammedanism religion
Is Judaism religion and something else? If the 
“something else” in all of these great systems 
were eliminated, would the religion which was 
left be the same in each? If so, what would 
be left? That is what we wish to know.

Is the Jew’s God the same as the Christian’s 
God? Is the Mohammedan’s God the same as 
the Buddhist’s God? Wherein do these Gods 
differ? If the differences in the Gods of these 
four great systems were eliminated, what kind 
of a God would we have left? Would there be 
any divine agreement which would make a deity 
that all mankind could acknowledge?

The Christian has a word of God. The Jew 
has a word of God, the Mohammedan has 
word of God, and 
are not the same, 
in the same way. 
things as essential 
is God’s word, the 
gonpadiçts the, ___
then bp the word of the same God. What 
makes the Koran the word of God? What 
makes the Bible the word of God? Does the 
belief of the Mohammedan make the Koran di­
vine? Does the belief of the Christian make the

The
The

no.
no.
The

religion? If so, how

and something else? 
something else? Is 
and something else?

a
so has the Buddhist. They 
They were not given to man 
They do not teach the same 
to human happiness. If 
other cannot be. Each 

other three. They could 
word of the same God.

Koran the

one
one
not

he?
an-

sal-
And what must a savior do to save

All of these questions ought to be an-

Bible divine? Is there anything else than belief 
that gives divinity to these books? If so, what is it?

Is there a savior of man? If so, who is
The Christian has one savior, the Buddnist 
other. Which is the right one?

What is a savior of man? And what is 
vation ?
man?
swered honestly ar.d settled forever. It has 
taken thousands of men to save man as far as 
he is saved. Science and knowledge have saved 
man thus far. On earth no one man has been 
man’s savior, and to make his life safe here has 
required effort which can hardly be measured. 
Experience has shown to mankind the safe way 
in all things. But we are told that there is some­
thing more to be saved from than the dangers 
surrounding our earthly existence, and that a 
different savior is needed in this emergency. 
How do we know this? Is there any proof of

What are we to be saved from? Why do 
need a savior? Let us nave the truth and 
ecclesiastical excuses.

that all can be­
lt there

it?
we 
not

If there is a religion that all can accept, do 
we need it? If there is a God 
lieve in, of what use is he to man? 
is a word of God, wherein is it better than hu- 

And if there is a savior, what 
do that we cannot do for ourselves? 
time that these things were settled once 

If we have believed lies, and lived on 
of our lives, let us know 

generations from the fate of

man knowledge? 
can he

It is 
for all. 
lies all 
future 
hoods.

it and save 
these false- 
L. K. W.

Two of a Kind.
Central Presbyterian, published in Rich 
Va., in its issue of Jan. 15, prints the fol

the semi­
can be no 
appeal at

an imprecatory 
that oi

The
mond, 
lowing official prayer of Islam, which is used 
throughout Turkey, and daily repeated in the 
Cairo Azhar University by 10,000 Mohammedan 
students from all lands:

“I seek refuge with Allah from Satan, the accursed. 
In the name of Allah, the compassionate, the merciful ■* 
О Lord of all creatures! О Allah! Destroy the Inddel, 
thine enemies, the enemies of the religion! О Allah! 
Make their children orphans and defile their abodes 
and cause their feet to slip, and give them and their 
families and their households and their women and 
their children and their relatives by marriage and their 
brothers and their friends and their possessions and 
their race and their wealth and their lands as booty to 
the Moslems, О Lord of all creatures’“

The editor Of the Central Presbyterian adds: 
“In all the other religions or even 
civfilized nations of the globe there 
э ray er found to parallel this cruel 
Islam to the spirit of inhumanity.”

If the editor is sincere in this statement, then 
ie needs to be enlightened. If he will refer to 
the handbook of the religion he himself professes 
—a book called “The Holy Bible’’—he will find 
in the 109th Psalm., verses 5-14,
prayer which surpasses in devilishness 
Islam.

“Set thou an ungodly man to be ruler over him. and 
let Satan stand at his right hand. When sentence is 
given upon him let him ba condemned, and lot his 
prayer be turned into sin. Let his days ba few, and let 
another taive his office Let his children he fatherless, 
aud his wife a widow. Let his children be vagabonds 
and beg their bread; let them seek, it out of desolate 
places. Let the extortioner consume all that he hath, 
and let the stranger spoil all his labor. Let there he no 
man to pity him, nor to have compassion upon his 
fatherless children. Let his posterity be destroyed, and 
tu the next generation let his name be dean put out. 
Let the wickedness of his fathers be had in remem­
brance in the sight of the Lord, and let not the sin of 
his mother be done away. Let them always be before 
the Lord, that he may root out ths memorial of them 
from off the earth.”

If the prayer of Islam is not a reproduction 
of the psalm, the two must at least have come 
from the same source.

It is as follows:

The horrible five in the Collinwood school has 
produced a temporary enthusiasm for safe build­
ings. But the tendency will be to drift back to 
the fire-trap. When such things become matters

of history their warning is lost. As an instance, 
the bloody deeds of the church—-its wars on 
freedom and progress—are contemplated as of 
the past, and all precautions against a repetition 
of the history are neglected. Yet just as fire will 
destroy life in the future as it has done in the past 
and does today, just so surely will religion now 
and in days to come persecute and despoil, 
element in nature is more persistent in its ac­
tion than is the religion that built the Inquisi­
tion and burned Bruno and Servetus.

No

The piety of Mr. William Jennings Bryan, 
upon which The Truth Seeker has felt con­
strained to comment once and again, is explained 

! by facts which make it appear that he is the 
best paid preacher in the world, making more 
out of talking upon the Prince of Peace in the 
course of a year than he would receive as salary 
had he been elected President. In 1907 he filled 
175 dates and his receipts for the season yield­
ed more than S300 each, or a total of $52,500. 
His movements as a lecturer on religion are di­
rected by a bureau, the secretary of which gives 
the following details: “Mr. Bryan’s regular 
charge at Chautauquas is the first $250 taken at 
the gate and half of all the receipts above $500. 
not including season tickets. For evening .lec­
tures in a course his charge is $200 cash as a 
guarantee and half of all the receipts at the 
door. For single evening lectures not in a reg­
ular course, he asks half of the gross receipts. 
He started out on January 6, 1907, and spoke 
almost every day until September 10, frequently 
twice a 
a large 
Bryan’s 
rival on
tímate t
If Hubbard 
ligious slush 
forts 
second magnitude.

lay. In addition to these, he has made 
number of political speeches.” Mr» 

press agent declares that he has no 
the lecture platform, but we should es­
tät he has a superior in Elbert Hubbard, 

would consent to hand out the re- 
that characterizes Bryan’s best ef-

he Nebraskan would become a star of the

In considering the protest of German-Ameri­
can citizens against the “strict Puritan interpre­
tation” of the Sunday law, the Christian Advo­
cate says:

■The Germans have the legal right to vote for or 
agafnsc any constitutional law. And so has any natu­
ralized eitiaen or the descendant of such. But the ma­
jority in rh«« country decides, and when there are 
enough votes to shut up saloons on Sunday or alto­
gether, they will have to submit or become lawbreakers. 
Shutting up beer saloons on Sunday does not take away 
a ■* liberty, more than the shutting of banks or the 
courts on that day.“

The argument might he conclusive, and the 
parallel accepted as true, were we prepared to 
admit That the closing by law on Sunday of such 
banks as the directors wish to open is uo denial 
of liberty. If forcing a place to close does not 
take away the man’s liberty to keep open, we 
should like to know what the proceeding may 
be called. Were such a thing conceivable- 
let us suppose the churches to be included in 
the prohibition and closed on Sunday by a strict 
interpretation of the law. Injured church at­
tendants protesting against the oppression could 
be answered precisely as the Christian Advocate 
answers the German-Americans—that shutting 
up churches on Sunday does not take away a 
man’s liberty more than the shutting of banks, 
courts, and saloons on that day. And the argu­
ment would be as vicious in that case as it is in 
this—a defending of one tyrannical invasion by 
citing another.

Caryl Eckler, the son and successor of Peter 
Eckler, publisher of Freethought books, died at 
his home in Brooklyn last Sunday afternoon of 
asthma, after an illness of some months. He is 
survived by a widow and onç child, a son,
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WHAT IS BLASPHEMY?

Argument for the Defense in the Late Trial of 
Harry Boulter, London

The speches of the prosecutor and of the court 
(the latter called a “charge to the jury”) have 
been printed in 1 he 1 ruth Seeker of Mai ch 7 
and 14. Below is the speech of Mr. Atherley- 
Jones for the defense, condensed from the Lon­
don Freethinker’s verbatim report. Mr. Ather- 
ley-Jones argued that blasphemy is the expres­
sion of disbelief in certain fundamentals of Chris­
tianity, and that the place or manner of such ex­
pression does not constitute the offense, as had 
been maintained by the prosecution.

The indictment Here is for blasphemy, and I was cer­
tainly somewhat astonished to hear my learned friend, 
in his opening to you, introduce into his speech con­
siderations of public convenience—the use of language 
which was offensive to passersby—language which 
might have been heard (and I accept the evidence for 
the prosecution—I may relieve my learned friend’s mind 
of any difficulty as to that—I must accept it, and as he 
pointed out I did not cross-examine into it, as substantial­
ly accurate)—which might, I say, even have been heard 
by people sitting at their open windows—questions of 
the obstruction of a public highway. I tell you, gentle­
men of the jury, with a full assurance that I am, speak­
ing good law, that not one of those questions has the 
remotest possible bearing upon the issue that you have 
to try. If obstruction was caused in the streets, there 
are facilities for a speedy and effective method of deal­
ing with them under acts of Parliament framed for the 
purpose. If profane or obscene—it is not suggested, 
nor could it be suggested, that this is obscene language 
—if profane or obscene language is used in the streets, 
if language calculated to promote a breach of the peace 
is used in the streets, there is the machinery of the 
law available, and any ordinary police officer—it is not 
necessary to go to the chief commissioner of police of 
this metropolis, any ordinary constable has it within 
his competence to take prompt and effective action for 
the purpose of repressing that disorder and preventing 
the recurrence of that crime. And I say to you that 
those are matters—I will not say intentionally—those 
are matters, I will say, inadvertently introduced in this 
case, which are entirely foreign to the issue in the 
trial of which you are engaged now, and matters which 
can only be introduced for the purpose of provoking 
prejudice, for the purpose of minimizing the true mean­
ing and effect of this prosecution, and inducing you to 
say, “OK, we are citizens of a law-abiding country, we 
will not tolerate nuisances of this description, we do 
not care; blasphemy or no blasphemy, we will convict 
this man because he has been a public nuisance, and 
he has caused annoyance and obstruction in the streets 
of London.” It is the first time, gentlemen, in the his­
tory of blasphemy cases, that a learned counsel has 
opened a case upon the lines which my learned friend 
has followed.

Gentlemen, I start with the somewhat bold proposi­
tion that this law of blasphemy is obsolete. The law 
of blasphemy is obsolete by virtue of a long series of 
judicial decisions and legislative enactments. It is ob­
solete because it is contrary to the spirit of the age, 
and juries in this enlightened era have shrunk, and 
properly shrunk, as a rule, from convicting thereon. 
Now, why do I say it is obsolete? What is the origin 
of this law? It is a relic of medievalism. It is a relic 
of the darkest and cruelest days of religious persecu­
tion. Only some three hundred years ago, or less, blas­
phemous libel was an offense unknown to the common 
law of this country. It was an offense which was en­
tertained, and dealt with, only by ecclesiastical courts 
—with vigor and rigor, it is true, because if this gen­
tleman had been standing in the dock when the court 
of Star Chamber had been sitting, or the court of High 
Commission, which then had sole cognizance of these 
cases, he would have been in danger, and imminent dan­
ger, of perishing by the flames. That law was, with 
the growing civilization of this country, which em­
powered ecclesiastical courts to exercise civil penalties 
and civil jurisdiction, abolished, and that power then 
became spontaneously exercised with mitigated meth­
ods and modified results—became exercised by the 
court of King’s Bench, which my Lord represents to-day, 
and the court of King’s Bench, regarding itself as the 
custodian of the morals of the people, assumed the pow­
ers which were exercised by ecclesiastical courts, and 
punished as a misdemeanor the offense of blasphemous 
libel. What is a blasphemous libel? It has nothing to 
do with the obstruction of the streets. It has nothing 
to "do with the place at which it is spoken. It has 
nothing to do with the character of the audience which 
it addresses. It has nothing to do—I hope to establish 
that proposition too—with the vehicle—the language— 
by which it is expressed. Blasphemous libel means 
this—that a denial of the Providence of God Almighty, 
a denial of the literal truth of the Holy Scriptures, a de­
nial of the Trinity, a denial of the Savior, constitutes 
the crime known as blasphemy, for which, a prisoner 
can by the civil courts of this country be punished.

Mr. Justice Phillimore: I may tell the jury otherwise. 
Mr. Atherley-Jones: I know your lordship will.
Mr. Justice Phillimore: I am surprised at that re­

mark.
Mr. Atherley-Jones: Pardon me, my lord——
Mr. Justice Phillimore: Excuse me, I am speaking. 

I am surprised at that remark falling from you—“I know 
your lordship will tell the jury otherwise” than you tell 
the jury. You should have said, “I should'hope to con­
vince your lordship otherwise.”

Mr. Atherley-Jones: Your lordship misunderstands 
me.

Mr. Justice Phillimore: I am glad to hear that. I 
thought I must have misunderstood you.

Mr. Atherley-Jones: I did not mean lor one moment 

that I was going to put my views in conflict with those 
of your lordship. I had already expressed the view 
that your lordship’s ruling would be paramount in this 
court. But why I say your lordship may tell the jury 
differently is this—that I know that, partly arising from 
the case which my learned friend quoted, and partly 
arising from the judgment of the late Lord Coleridge 
in the case of Foote, there is an opinion, shall I say, a 
view—a judicial view—-that the language in which a 
blasphemous libel may be cast constitutes the offense, 
and not merely the denial of the Trinity.

Mr. Justice Phillimore: I did not quite mean that. 
I know there is a certain amount of difference of opin­
ion as to the late Lord Coleridge’s judgment. I did not 
mean that.’ What I was at the moment especially think­
ing of was your saying that a denial of the Trinity is 
blasphemy. Certainly in my view that is not so, having 
regard to the statute which gave freedom to the Uni­
tarians—toleration to the Unitarians.

Mr. Atherley-Jones: My lord, I agree. I am very 
much obliged to your lordship. I am proceeding by 
steps. What I was endeavoring to indicate to the jury 
was what originally, according to legal conception, sub­
ject to the course of legislation, and subject to judicial 
decisions, was the original law of blasphemous libel. 
And I beseech you, gentlemen, if I may—I shall be able 
to put this clearly before your minds—I beseech you, 
gentlemen, to bear with me until I shall come, as 1 think I 
shall, if I may respectfully say so, into accord with his 
lordship’s view in showing what the law has become. 
But there can be no manner of doubt about it, gentle­
men, that the law of blasphemous libel, when the com­
mon law courts of this country first took upon them­
selves the responsibility of dealing with blasphemous 
libel, was the denial of the Providence of God, the de­
nial of the Holy Trinity, the denial of the truth—the 
literal truth—of the Bible, the denial of the divinity of 
our Savior, quite irrespective of all language with which 
it was environed, quite irrespective of the circumstances 
or conditions under which it was uttered or published. 
And I want to impress upon you that subject to the de­
ductions made by legislation, and made by judicial de­
cision to which I shall draw your attention, that in sub­
stance remains the law at the present day. I antici­
pate my observations with regard to the Trinity in con­
sequence of what fell from my lord. It is perfectly fa­
miliar to all of you, gentlemen, that the great sect of 
Unitarianism came into existence, and it is perfectly 
familiar to you that for a considerably long time, ac­
cording to judicial decisions, Unitarians were outside 
the pale of the law, and for any human being to preach 
the doctrines of Unitarianism was—and there are judi- 
c’al decisions in point—committing the offense of blas­
phemy. And then, gentlemen, after a series of enact­
ments, toleration—not at first, but somewhat delayed— 
was extended to Unitarianism by express statute, and 
therefore no longer did the preachers or ministers of 
the Unitarian religion remain liable to indictment, or in­
deed to any civic penalty, because they were Unitarians. 
In the same way, gentlemen—I am rather, I say again, 
anticipating what I was going to say to you at a later 
stage—toleration was extended to the Jews. That came 
somewhat late, and it was perfectly possible, until a 
comparatively recent period in our history, for a Jew­
ish rabbi, for preaching the doctrines of h’s faith in his 
pulpit, to have stood in the dock at that era on a charge 
of blasphemous libel. And indeed there áre cases which 
show—I have them here—I am not going to trouble you 
with them, that a gift by Jews to Jews for the promo­
tion of the Jewish religion, not much more, if any more, 
than, a hundred years ago, was an illegal gift, because 
it constituted a gift in favor of a sect which denied the 
principles of Christianity.

Now, gentlemen, the law of blasphemous libel remains 
now at this day as follows—a denial of the Deity, a de­
nial of the Divinity of our Savior, a denial of the truth 
of the Holy Scriptures constitutes a blasphemous libel. 
The essence, the substance, of the offense Is the denial 
of those sacred institutions which I have mentioned. 
The indictment upon which this charge is formulated re­
cites—“disregarding the laws and religion of the realm, 
and wickedly and profanely devising and intend’ng to 
bring the Holy Scriptures and the Christian religion 
into disbelief and contempt among the people of this 
kingdom, So-and-So, on a certain day, unlawfully did 
compose, print and publish”—■

[After an interruption by the prosecutor and the 
court.]

Mr. Atherley-Jones: I am only stating to you, gentle­
men, what the law is, but I will read the actual indict­
ment itself:

“That Harry Boulter, being an evil-disposed person, 
and disregarding the laws and religion of this Realm, 
and wickedly devising and contriving and intending to 
scandalize and vilify the Christian religion and to 
bring the Holy Scriptures and the Christian religion 
into disbelief, ridicule, and contempt amongst the peo­
ple of this Realm, and to publicly blaspheme Almighty 
God and our Lord Jesus Christ, on the 1st day of De­
cember, A. D. 1907”—
said so and so, and so and so. Then, gentlemen, the 
indictment ends:

“To the high displeasure of Almighty God, to the 
great scandal and reproach of the. Christian religion, 
to the evil example of others in the I’ke case offending, 
in contempt of our said Lord the King and his laws, 
and against the peace of our said Lord the King, 
his Crown and dignity.”

Gentlemen, I think that you will concur with me that 
I have correctly stated what the law of blasphemous 
libel is, and subject to any direction which you may re­
ceive from my lord; I say that the essence of the of­
fense of blasphemous libel is a denial of the veracity 
of those great Christian institutions which I have al­
ready mentioned.

Gentlemen, there are a long course of judgments of 
learned judges extending from the early part of the sev­
enteenth century down almost to the present time in 
which (I may quote one or two of them) they state un­
equivocally what the law is. This is the judgment of 
one of the greatest of English lawyers, Lord Hale:

“To say. religion is a cheat is to dissolve all those ob­

ligations whereby the civil societies are preserved, and 
that Christianity is parcel of the laws of England; and 
therefore to reproach the Christian religion is to speak 
in subversion of the law.”

Again, another great lawyer [Lord Raymond] at a 
somewhat later stage has, in dealing with a blasphe­
mous libel which denied the divinity of Christ, stated:

“Christianity in general is parcel of the common law 
of England, and therefore to be protected by it. Now 
whatever strikes at the very rcot of Christianity tends 
manifestly to a dissolution of the civil government. So 
to say that an attempt to subvert the established re­
ligion is not punishable by these laws upon which it 
is established is an absurdity.”

[After an interruption by the court and the prosecu­
ting attorney.]

Mr. Atherley-Jones: Yes, my lord. Gentlemen of the 
jury, another great judge—a judge of high reputation, 
although not standing on the same plane, perhaps, as 
Lord Raymond and Lord Hale, stated:

“The rule of the common law on this subject is neces­
sary” (namely, the law against blasphemy) “to guard 
the system of morals which regulates the conduct of the 
people,, and which is built upon the Holy Scriptures.”

[After an interruption by the court.]
Mr. Atherley-Jones: Gentlemen, Mr. Justice Ashurst 

—also a Judge of no mean repute—says:
“If the name of our redeemer he suffered to be tra­

duced, and his holy religion treated with contempt, the 
solemnity of an oath upon which the administration of 
justice depends will be destroyed, and the law be 
stripped of one of its principal sanctions.”

Gentlemen, you could say that at that date, but can 
you say it to-day of the oath which appeals to the di­
vinity of our Savior—to the Almighty God—when the 
judge upon the bench may be a Jew, and when more 
than one distinguished man in the judicial history of 
our country has occupied the high seat upon the judi­
cial bench which my lord adorns to-day, and has been a 
Jew, - disbelieving in the Christian religion—and when 
among you who sit in the jury-box to decide the fate of 
the man who has blasphemed the Christian religion, 
there may be—probably would be—one among you who 
is a member of that religion, the essential character­
istic of which is the negation of the divinity of our 
Lord?

[Interruption by court and prosecuting attorney.]
Mr. Atherley-Jones: Now, gentlemen, we come to a 

later step-----
[Interruption by the court.]
Mr. Atherley-Jones: It is the case of Carlile, my 

lord.
[Interruption by the court.]
Mr. Atherley-Jones: Lord Hardwicke says—mark you, 

in reference to a bequest for the propagation of the 
Jewish religion—a bequest by a brother Jew to another: 

. “The intent of this bequest must be taken to be in 
contradiction to the Christian religion, which is a part 
of the law óf the land which is laid down by Lord 
Hale and Lord Raymond; and it is undoubtedly so, for 
the constitution and policy of this nation is founded 
thereon.”

That was the law of blasphemous libel at the be­
ginning of last century—that is the law of blasphe­
mous libel to-day. Then there is a case which is re­
ported in the Law Reports, the case of Cowan v. Mil­
bum, my lord.

[Interruption by the court.]
Mr. Atherley-Jones: It is in 2 Exchequer, page 230. 

The then Chief Baron of the Exchequer held that to at­
tack Christianity was to lay oneself open to an indict­
ment for blasphemy. This is not a question of street 
corners. This is not a question of vulgar language. 
This is a question of the inherent characteristic and es­
sence of the law of blasphemy. And if you wanted 
more, why, gentlemen, upon the statute book to-day, as 
my lord knows, stands unrepealed a statute which says 
that if a man is educated—brought up as a child in the 
Christian religion (th’s was done to save the Jew)-— 
if a man is brought up in the Christian religion, and if 
he maintains that there are more gods than one, or de­
nies the Christian religion to be true, or the Holy Scrip­
tures of the Old and New Testament to be of Divine 
authority, he shall be subject to imprisonment, to loss 
of his goods and chattels, and to the deprivation of the 
rights of citizenship.. .That statute, which is a staining 
reproach to the law of this country, still stands. It 
is obsolete, because nobody dares—not even a police 
officer—to avail himself of that statute to bring any 
English citizen to the bar of this court.

Mr. Bodkin: That is a statute of William III., is it 
not?

Mr. Atherley-Jones: That is so.
Mr. Bodkin: Yes.
Mr. Atherley-Jones: My learned friend says yes, but 

that statute stands today, and I only use it for the pur­
pose—for a purpose perfectly fair and legitimate—of 
indicating to you what, so late as the reign of William 
III., was regarded, not merely by the judicial bench, but 
by the legislature, as the law of blasphemy in this coun­
try. (To be concluded.)

------- * « »
The third annual edition of the German “Wer Ist’s,” 

a Biographical Dictionary of Notable Contemporaries, 
edited and published by H. A. L. Degener of Leipsic, has 
just been issued. The carefully arranged and neatly 
printed volume of 1,729 pages, including the valuable 
statistical and other tables preceding the biographies, 
contains brief records of about 18,000 persons, 2,500 
more than in the edition of 1907. Like the English 
“Who’s Who,” it mentions also many foreigners of dis­
tinction, Englishmen, Frenchmen, Italians, Americans, 
etc., although the work is devoted chiefly to Germans.’ 

,The editor has spared neither pains nor expense in his 
efforts to make the useful reference book as accurate 
and complete as possible. The price (10 marks or $2.50) 
is very moderate. For the convenience of American 
purchasers we may add that it has been imported by 
the well known New York firm, Lencke & Buechner.



The Truth Seeker. — March 28, 1908, 199

THE CHRIST.
A Critical Review and Analysis of the Evidence 

of His Existence.
BY JOHN E. REMSBURG.

CHAPTER VI. (Continued.)
The Crucifixion of Christ.

378
What did Pilate do when Joseph solicited the 

body of Jesus?
Mark: “Pilate marveled if he were already 

dead”) (xv, 44).
Why should Pilate marvel if he were already 

dead when previous to this, according' to John 
(xix, 31-313), he had, at the request of the Jews, 
ordered his soldiers to dispatch him if alive and 
take his body, away?

379
Were the disciples present at the crucifixion? 
John: They were, or one, at least (xix, 26). 
According to the Synoptics, all were absent; 

all had1 forsaken their Master, all had fled. The 
Twelve Apostles at this time, unless Judas had 
already hung himself, as Matthew declares, num­
bered one traitor and eleven cowards.

380
What women followed Jesus and witnessed his 

execution ?
Matthew and Mark: Women of Galilee (Matt, 

xxvii, 55 ; Mark xv, 40, 41).
Luke: “Daughters of Jerusalem,” that is, 

women of Judea (xxiii, 28).
381

Where’were Mary Magdalene and her compan­
ions during the crucifixion?

Matthew and Mark: “Looking on afar off” 
(Mark xv, 40; Matt, xxvii, 55, 56).

John: They “stood by the cross” (xix, 25).
382

Was Mary, the mother of Jesus, present?
John : She was (xix, 25).
Synoptics : She was not.
The Synoptics do not expressly state that she 

was absent, but if she -was present, as John af­
firms, is it possible that they would ignore the 
fact when they mention “the strolling Magdalene” 
no less than .seven times ?

383
Who stood by the cross with the mother of Je­

sus?
John: “Now there stood by the cross of Jesus 

his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary, the 
wife of Cleophas” (xix, 25).

Mary must have been a very popular name to 
be given to two daughters of the same family. It 
is not probable that these sisters were both named 
Mary. John never mentions the name of Jesus’ 
mother, and if is evident that he did not suppose 
her name was Mary. Were John the only Gospel, 
Christians would be ignorant of the Virgin’s 
name. Mariolatry d'id not originate in the Jo- 
hannine church.

384
To whom was entrusted the care of Jesus’ 

mother ?
John: “When Jesus therefore saw his mother, 

and the disciple standing by whom he loved 
[John], he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold 
thy son! Then saith he to the disciple, Behold 
thy mother! And from that hour that disciple 
took her unto his own house” (xix, 26, 27).

“The teacher who had been to him as a brother 
leaves to him| a brother’s duty. He is to be as a 
son to the mother who is left desolate.”—Bible 
Dictionary.

Very touchingly expressed. But why was this 
duty imposed upon John when the Apostle James 
(the Less) was a brother of Jesus and a son of 
Mary? Was he a worthless ingrate, unable and 
unwilling to care for her? And what of Joses, 
and Juda, and Simon, and her daughters who re­
mained at home? Had they turned their mother 
out of doors?

385
In whose sepulcher was the body of Jesus 

placed?
Matthew : Joseph “laid it in his own new tomb 

which he had hewn out in the rock” (xxvii, 60).
John: “Now in the place where he was cruci­

fied there was a garden ; and in the garden a new 
sepulcher, wherein was never man yet laid. There 
laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jew’s

preparation day ; for the sepulcher was nigh at 
hand” (xix, 41, 42).

It is evident from John that the sepulcher did 
not belong to Joseph, but that it was one which 
happened to be convenient to the place of cruci­
fixion;-for, as Strauss justly argues: “The vicini­
ty of the grave, when alleged as a motive, ex­
cludes the fact of possession.”

386
Was his body embalmed when it was laid in the 

sepulcher?
John : It was. “He [Joseph] came therefore, 

and took the body of Jesus. And there came also 
Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesu^ by 
night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 
about an hundred pound weight. Then took they 
the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes 
with the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to 
bury” (xix, 38-40).

Mark and Luke : It was not embalmed. “The 
women also, which came with him from Galilee, 
followed after, and beheld the sepulcher, and how I 
his body was laid. And they returned, and pre­
pared spices and ointments” (Luke xxiii, 55, 56) ; 
intending to embalm it “when the Sabbath was 
past” (Mark xvi, 1).

387
What is said in regard to wrapping the body of 

Jesus by Joseph?
Mark: “He bought fine linen, and took him 

down, and wrapped him in the linen” (xv, 46).
This statement is rejected by critics. A member 

of the Sanhedrim would not desecrate the Pass- 
over by making a purchase on it.

388
What was the amount of the material used in I 

embalming Jesus?
John: A hundred pounds (xix, 39).
This was sufficient to embalm a dozen bodies. 

Yet after seeing his body literally buried in the I 
material, the women, we are told, procured more.

389
When did the women procure materials for em­

balming Jesus?
Luke : “They returned, and prepared spices 

and ointments ; and rested the Sabbath Day” 
(xxiii, 56).

Mark (New Ver.) : “And when the Sabbath was 
past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome, bought spices that they might 
come and anoint him” (xvi, 1).

According to Luke they prepared the spices 
before the Sabbath began, that is, before the end 
of the sixth day ; according to Mark, they did not 
procure them until “the Sabbath was past,” that 
is, not until the beginning of the first day.

390
When did they go to embalm the body?
Mark and Luke : “When the Sabbath was past,
. . the first day of the week” (Mark xvi, 1, 2; 

Luke xxiv, 1).
Is it reasonable to suppose that in that warm 

spring climate (Dr. Geikie speaks of the fierce 
heat that prevailed at the time), they would let a 
wounded body lie two days, until decomposition 
had commenced, and then attempt to embalmJt?

391
When was the sepulcher closed?
All: When the body was placed in it (Matt, 

xxvii, 60; Mark xv, 46; Luke xxiii, 53, xxiv, I, 
2; John xix, 41, 42, XX, 1).

According to the Evangelists, the stone was 
rolled to the door of the sepulcher as soon as the 
bodv was deposited, and according to Mark and 
Luke, the women were troubled as to who should 
roll away the stone when they went to embalm 
the body.

In sepulture of this kind, the tomb was not 
closed until the third day, and when once closed 
it was not to be opened. This deviation from the 
customary mode is evidently for the purpose of 
establishing faith in the doctrine of the resurrec­
tion, by shutting off all means of escape or re­
moval without supernatural aid. The Evangelists 
are particular to state that Joseph “rolled a great 
stone to the door.”

In a single paragraph, Scribner’s “Bible Diction­
ary” concedes no less than seven Synoptical err­
ors regarding the trial, crucifixion and burial of 
Jesus: “The Synoptists make the Sanhedrim say 
beforehand that they will not arrest Jesus ‘on the 
feast day,’ and then actually arrest him on that 
day ; that not only the guards, but one of the dis­
ciples carries arms, which on the feast day was 
not allowed; that the trial was also held1 on the

feast day, which would be unlawful ; that the 
feast day would not be called ‘Preparation’; that 
the phrase ‘coming from the field’ (Mk. xv, 21) 
means properly ‘coming from work’ ; that Joseph 
of Arimathea is represented as buying a linen 
cloth (Mk. xv, 46), and the women as preparing 
spices and ointments (Lk. xxiii, 56), all of which 
would be contrary to law and custom.”

MERCILESS ORTHODOXY.
A Progressive Clergyman Driven to Suicide by 

the Heresy Hunters.
A notice in the Chicago Record-Herald Feb. 

7 was of very sad interest to me. The heading 
of that notice read: “Broken by Disgrace, Min­
ister Ends Life.—Dismissed from Church on 
Heresy Charges, Lincoln, Neb., Divine Enters 
Insane Asylum, and Later Plunges Into Creek.” 

The person the notice refers to was Dr. Carl 
Hullhorst. The name immediately struck me. 
I knew the man when I was a boy, and also 
remember very well that he at that time was 
studying for the ministry. His parents belonged 
to my father’s congregation in Freeport, Ill., and 
I have very often been at their home.

But what was of the saddest interest to me 
was that the man whom I knew, had been ex­
pelled, after thirty-five years’ service in the 
ministry, mercilessly from his church for alleged 
heresy, which drove him to suicide. Think of 
a man, who. as I knew him as a young man pre­
paring for the ministry, was a full believer in 
the doctrines of his church and Christianity, but 
gjadually outgrowing, through study and wider 
knowledge, the belief he was brought up and 
traned in, and, finally, when he was nearing the 
sixties, thrown out of his church and branded 
a heretic. He then, as I infer from the notice, 
looks out for another living, and takes up the 
study and practice of medicine, all the while the 
treatment he received from his church preying on 
his mind. All this strain is too much for him ; 
he feels that his mental powers are failing more 
and more, and therefore voluntarily applies for 

I entrance into an insane asylum, on' whose 
grounds he then, tired of life, commits suicide.

I can understand all this very well, because 
as a minister I have likewise fully outgrown the 
belief I was brought up in, and traditional Chris­
tianity, and know what it is, when one honest­
ly and conscientiously confesses his change, to 
face the judgment and treatment of one’s church 
and old friends, of whom no mercy and under­
standing can be expected, for there is nothing 
more merciless, more unbending, than religious 
dogma.

There is no profession which is a more unfor­
tunate one than that of the ministry. In all 
other professions you are expected to keep up 
with the knowledge and progress of your times, 
and to advance ; in the ministry you are expected 
to stick to dogmas and beliefs which have been 
held for many long centuries, and if you advance 
and give up these beliefs, undermined as they 
are fully by modern science, you are mercilessly 
brought to trial for it and thrown out of your 
profession, even if with your better knowledge 
you from now on could be of great value and 
benefit to your fellow-men in enlightening them. 
I would, therefore, as the conditions lie now in 
regard to the ministerial profession, solemnly 
and earnestly warn every young man not to 
take up the study for the ministry, as it is more 
and more becoming a -very dangerous and un­
certain profession.

It is not the matter of money or livelihood 
which comes into consideration here, for in this 
respect the ministerial profession is not always 
so precarious, as often stated, but it is the ques­
tion of what you will do if you outgrow your 
belief ; it is a question of honesty and character.

If a young man enters the ministry, he may 
be a full believer in what he is expected to 
preach, a full believer in the old traditional dog­
mas, and care has been systematically taken in 
the training school for the ministry, in which he 
has been, that no doubt should enter his head 
in regard to the truth of the traditional views, 
but he does not know what will be before him 
in the future. He does not know that some 
way or other he may become acquainted with 
the facts of modern science and biblical criti­
cism, which have completely undermined the tra- 

7



200 The Truth Seeker. — March 28, 1908.

ditional views. If he does become acquainted 
with these facts and is a consistent, honest 
thinker, he has to face a fearful struggle of 
doubt in his soul, and also the danger of losing 
his profession and livelihood, or—if he remains 
in it and preaches the beliefs he doubts and does 
not hold any more—his character, which is far 
more than anything else.

No young man who takes up the study of the 
ministry and enters it in modern times is sure 
of not meeting the grave dangers in the future 
of his profession, I mention here. I speak -from 
bitter experience, and would, therefore, from 
love of my fellow-men, warn young men of the 
dangers they face when entering the ministry. 
The sad fate of the man who was thirty-five 
years in the ministry, and then even yet thrown 
out on account of heresy, is again a forcible re­
minder of what dangers are connected with un­
dertaking the clerical profession.

As long as the clerical profession does not 
give its members full, unrestrained liberty to 
teach according to their convictions and their 
growth of knowledge, requiring of them only an 
honest, upright, righteous character and living, 
never, never, I advise every young man, for your 
own sake, enter the ministry.

It throws a very dubious light upon a pro­
fession in which outspoken honesty regarding 
one’s convictions, founded on thorough study 
and science, are condemned as something re­
proachful, though otherwise no accusations 
whatever can be made against the purity and 
righteousness of the character of the man who 
has been so unfortunate as to progress and to 
widen and liberalize his thought.

Iowa City, Ia. A. KAMPMEIER.

An Independent Preacher on Sunday 
Sport.

Is the Sabbath desecrated by Sunday baseball? 
Should the workman who can’t play or see 

a game during the week be deprived of that rec­
reation on Sunday?

The Rev. Herbert S. Bigelow of Cincinnati 
says “Noi” to these questions. In speaking on 
the subject of Sunday baseball he says:

“The only ' possible reason to be assigned for 
the legal prohibition of Sunday baseball is that 
Sunday is a day of special religious significance. 
Those who think so are privileged to keep the 
day as they see fit. But what about those who- 
think otherwise? Such a prohibition is an in­
terference with their rights of conscience. A 
law prohibiting Sunday baseball games is un­
constitutional in its motive. It is an attempt to 
use the power of the state to enforce upon one 
class of citizens the religious opinions of another 
class.

“My neighbor has no more right to invoke 
the power of law to keep me from playing ball 
on Sunday than I would have to invoke the 
power of law to make him play on Sunday. One 
man believes that Sunday games are wrong. An­
other, just as sincerely, and perhaps with better 
reasons, believes that Sunday games are right. 
Each man holds to his opinion with good con­
science. And the Constitution says there shall 
be no interference with their rights of conscience. 
One man is as much entitled to the protection 
of the Constitution as the other.

“The preachers have a right to preach that 
it is wicked to play ball on Sunday. They have 
no right to enforce their teaching with a police­
man’s club. If they can persuade them to ab­
stain voluntarily from Sunday games, that is 
their privilege. But it is impertinent for them 
to-ask the.legislature to compel mem to take their 
advice.

“If, at the behest of some preachers, we are 
■to prohibit Sunday amusements, why not force 
men by law to go to church?

“The state may establish Sunday aS -a day of 
rest. It cannot establish Sunday as a day of 
worship. If a man finds more rest in a ball game 
than in a sermon, that may be his fault, or it 
may be the ’fault of the sermon ; but at any rate 
it is a private matter.” « « »

A young woman won by a bad man is lost to a 
good one.

The most foolish person in society today is 
a vain old mother who will sacrifice her daugh­
ter on the altar of titles and position.

The Persistent Sunday Forces.

You will see by the enclosed clipping of the 
Washington Star that there has been a hearing 
before the District Commissioners on the ques­
tion of Sunday closing. In this connection I 
may say that our friends, the Seventh Day Ad­
ventists, have been the most vigorous and earn­
est opponents of this proposed pernicious Sun­
day legislation. They circulated petitions and 
literature appealing to the citizens not to allow 
the passage of these religious measures (for 
there were no less than five Sunday bills in­
troduced in Congress tliis session), without an 
emphatic protest. On Wednesday evening, be­
fore the hearing, they held a public mass meet­
ing at National Rifles Armory, which was at­
tended by upwards of 1,200 people, gathered to 
voice their sentiments against Sunday closing. 
The Secular League was also'active. For this 
reason arrangements were made with them to ' 
allow them the opening address at the hearing 
Friday morning, and we lost nothing by doing 
so.

Mr. W. A. Colcord, secretary of “The Re­
ligious Liberty Bureau,” was given twenty 
minutes to present his side of the question, and 
well he did his part. He thoroughly exposed 
the hypocritical pretence of the ministerial as­
sociation that these measures were solely and 
purely in behalf of the poor laboring man. He 
showed by their own admissions that what they 
want is religious legislation, bringing in the 
labor question as a mere blind.

If reason and logic were to prevail, the op­
ponents of Sunday laws would surely carry the 
day. The hearing was fairly conducted, each 
side being Heard alternately, with time allow­
ance the same for each side.

The labor representatives confined themselves 
entirely to the economic side of the question, 
disavowing- any intention, and I think sincere­
ly, to advocate a religious 'observance of Sun­
day .

The trouble with the labor organizations, or 
at least the few who were represented at the. 
hearing, is that they have allowed themselves to 
be hoodwinked by the blandishments and hyp­
ocrisy of the church organizations. In doing 
this they are unwittingly placing the halter 
around their necks, for there is no tyranny so 
ruthless and so unyielding as religious tyranny. 
Here the matter rests for the time being.

There is no doubt in my mind that despite the 
protests of the opposition, and despite the fact 
that all Sunday laws are religious in their nature, 
and therefore unconstitutional, the honorable 
commissioners of the District of Columbia will 
recommend some measure under the guise of 
economic necessity to Congress for a stricter 
Sunday or Sabbath observance. But should the 
fanatics fail this time they .will try again, and 
thus we’ll have this perennial fight on our hands, 
and thus, in spite of eternal vigilance, our Puri­
tanical friends may in time triumph after all.

There has been too much apathy among the 
Freethinkers not only of this city but of the 
whole country on this question. They regard 
it with indifference and of no moment, whereas, 
if the»truth were known, it is fraught with the 
greatest sort of danger.

We can much more easily fight to maintain 
our liberties than to obtain them once they are 
lost to us.

This movement is but an entering wedge for 
more drastic and pernicious legislation for the 
furtherance of bigotry and theological despotism, 
and we cannot be too careful and alert‘in fore­
stalling our enemy—an enemy not only to Free- 
thought, but to our Republican institutions as 
well.

One preacher said that if Atheists are not 
satisfied with the Sunday laws, let them leave 
the country.

Let every Freethinker ponder well these 
words..

Bigotry is just as rampant, today as in the 
palmy days of the Inquisition.

If heretics are not persecuted now, it is simply 
because the clergy have not the power they once 
had. Let them get the power to control legisla­
tion at the national capital, and our free institu­
tions are gone. Let us act before it is too late.

Washington, ©. C. J. J. SHIRLEY, M.D.

Çods are made, not borq.

Sweet Land of Liberty.
“Is not the influence of the Catholic Church in Chi­

cago as in every other city of its kind, an influence for 
untold good? Why, then, is this society (the Giordano 
Bruno club), organized under the auspices of a gentle­
men anarchists’ club of Rome and subsidized by money 
from the same source, allowed to exist amongst us and 
fling its vile obscenities and its blasphemous calumnies 
in the face of the city?”—The New World, Chicago;

The archbishop does not cite any dangerous 
political articles that have appeared in La Tri­
buna Italiana, but under our present postal laws, 
he is not obliged to do so. “Obscenities” is a 
first class word, and if he can hunt up a Catho­
lic official in the postoffice who has the same 
idea of propriety that the archbishop holds, the 
trick is quite as good as turned.

»? »? 6?
“The Ancient Order of Hibernians made complaint to 

the police and postal authorities yesterday concerning 
post cards bearing on them the picture of an Irishman 
wearing a green sash and bearing, the letters A. O. H. 
The cards are declared to be a caricature on the Irish 
race and detrimental to the interests of the Hibernian 
order. Efforts will be made to suppress the sale of these 
cards and their distribution through the mails, and the 
postal authorities have promised their aid.”—Chicago 
Tribune, March 12, 1908.

The New World of March 7 has an editorial 
speaking of the shameful and “vicious” disregard 
of the feelings of Irish-American residents shown 
by such cards. When we want a gentle adjec­
tive, fittingly applied, we may be sure of getting 
it if we apply to Mother Church.

»? »? »?
“Is it fair, in a democratic community, that in public 

places Christians of all denominations should frequently 
have their most sacred feelings outraged by having the 
profanest language forced on their attention? The city 
ordinance against expectorating on the sidewalks is now 
actively enforced. But in the judgment of a majority 
of the citizens the profane use of the name of the Sa­
vior of mankind is a still more intolerable nuisance. 
There is absolutely no excuse for it. Even the Infidel, 
recognizes that Christ’s name stands for everything that 
is noble, benevolent and beneficient in human nature 
* * * The citizens have a right to demand from the 
guardians of public ¿order that their children be safe­
guarded from the moral contamination of profanity.”— 
The New World. . _____

The Catholics might as well understand that 
the “Infidels” by no means concede their exag­
gerated -claims in favor of their second deity in 
rank. It is certainly bad taste to outrage the 
feelings of anyone when it can be avoided ; but 
if the police are to take into custody those who 
use the name of Jesus in vain, our Jewish citi­
zens may justly prohibit us from exclaiming 
“Holy Moses,” and the Christian Scientists will 
warn us to be careful how we mention Mary 
Baker Eddy. Ás the Catholics are well repre­
sented on the police force, it will not doubt be­
hoove us to be especially careful about their 
sacred words when the archbishop gets his anti­
profanity ordinance in working shape.

»?»?»?
“Mayor Bussed has decreed that slurring imitations of 

such men as Rockefeller and Carnegie should be stopped 
in order to reduce to a minimum the repeated criticism 
of the men of wealth by the anarchistic element. Ac­
cordingly a quiet “tip” has gone out, through the offices 
of the police department to the managers of vaudeville 
houses, that it would be well to stop the class of vaude­
ville acts suggested. It also is probable that a letter 
will issue from the office of the corporation counsel to 
the representatives of the various theatres calling to 
their attention the fact that there is much unrest among 
many of the people of the city and that such sketches 
give rise to open criticism.”—Chicago Record-Herald, 
March 13, 1908.

One of the sketches in question criticized Mr. 
Rockefeller for extricating wealth from the 
pockets of his fellow citizens with one hand, and 
returning it with the other in the shape of uni­
versity donations.

»? И »?
“The police arrested Emanuel Loebel, aged thirty-five, 

a garment presser, who was found distributing some of 
Emma Goldman’s anarchistic circulars at 14th and Hal- 
sted streets. These circulars attacked Chief Shippy for 
killing Averbuch and demanded a right to free speech. 
The police confiscated several hundred of them.”—Chi­
cago Tribune, March 9, 1098.

The circulars contained nothing oí an incen­
diary character.

Chicago, Ill. L. D. HARDING,

The new King of Portugal, in his proclama- 
ion, promises, first, to support the Catholic re­
ligion, That means that he will be the pope’s 
tool, as all previous kings of that country have 
been. There is no hope for any people as long 
as they kneel to Rope, JÇ, W,
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Minor Editorial Note and Comment.
Wo have an inquiry about one P. C. 

Cheeks, advertised in a religious tract as 
a convert from Infidelity. We seem to 
have heard of Cheeks, although his con­
version dates back thirty years or more. 
According to his own story, printed in the 
tract, he united with the Catholic church 
just after the Civil war, being persuaded 
that his vocation was the priesthood. 
About 1871 he joined the Methodist 
church and was licensed to preach, which 
he did until his voice gave out. After 
that he “became careless, then indiffer­
ent, then doubtful, and then infidelistic.” 
While infidelistic he joined a society 
which he calls the Philosophical Club in 
Washington, D. C., and which he says 
elected him secretary. Under the influence 
of a young woman who prayed for him 
he experienced the operation of the holy 
spirit and became a convert to Chris­
tianity—an event that, if we may believe 
him, broke up the Philosophical Club, 
whose president “is now preaching the un­
searchable riches of Christ.” These 
facts, if they are such, should be known 
as history by the Freethinkers of Wash­
ington. That a person of Cheek’s change­
able character should have drifted into a 
Liberal society- and then drifted out again 
is conceivable; that his doing so disrupt­
ed the club and converted the president 
into a preacher sounds mythical. The 
writers of religious tracts are never con­
strained by their regard for truth to state 
but the facts.

The Hindu Raja Swami of Atlantic City 
sends this vivacious letter to the New 
York Sun: “A few words from a heathen 
I hope won’t be untimely at present. But 
it is always the same way with the fools 
to fancy the superiority of one religion 
to another. Suppose all the Mohamme­
dans changed their faith and became 
Christians, would they be any better off? 
Practical proofs confirm otherwise. Most 
of the so-called converts from any other 
religion into modern Christianity are 
rogues and lawbreakers. The statistics 
of criminal courts of British India will 
prove that Christianity has nothing new 
to teach to a Mohammedan, Hindu, or 
Buddhist, and from the esoteric point of 
view modern Christianity has still less. 
The faith business, which is good for old 
women and fools, does not get much of 
a show from thinking men. Intelligent men 
now want to know and modern Christian­
ity is too poor to supply all the inquisi­
tiveness of an eager soul. Poor Christian­
ity is too busy with her devil and eter­
nal hell, which doctrine would frighten 
Jesus Christ if he wefre here now. There 
is no difference between Christianity 
(pure) and Mohammedanism (pure) ; 
only the fools cannot see it.” The Sun does 
well in publishing the Swami’s letter, for 
it is the duty of the daily press to carry 
the information to a people sitting in ig­
norance that'all religions are one and that 
that one is a mistake.

The Jews have reason to complain of 
the newspapers that uniformly speak 
of Averbuch, the alleged assailant of 
Police Chief Shippy of Chicago, as a 
“Jew,” while other criminals are not call­
ed “Catholic" or “Protestant,” or even 
“Christian.” It may well be inquired why 
Czolgosz was not described as a Catholic, 
or the belief of Booth that he was an 
instrument in the hands of God kept be­
fore the public, or the fact emphasized 
that Guiteau was a defender1 before 
Young Men’s Christian Associations of 
Christianity against the criticism of In­
gersoll. There is no fairness in descri­
bing Averbuch as a Jew and ignoring the 
fact that the Fenians were Catholics and 
that the Hunchaklsts are Armenian Chris­
tians, Even Allo, the man who shot tho 

Denver priest,- made a pretense of belief 
in Providence. He is quoted in La Ques­
tione Sociale, the “anarchist" organ of 
Paterson, N. J., as saying that he fired 
at the communion chalice, the symbol of 
superstition, and hit the priest by ac­
cident. Hence he says: “No matter; it 
was meant to be so, and I accept the full 
responsibility for my actions, which were 
as much guided by Divine Providence as 
were his.” Unless the religious prefer­
ences of all criminate are to be mention­
ed along with the crime, it would be only 
just to omit them in the case of the 
Jew.

In order to marry Katherine, the 
daughter of Senator Elkins of West Vir­
ginia, it is said that the Duke d’Abruzzi, 
who is in line for the throne of Italy, 
will relinquish his title to the crown He 
cannot otherwise wed a plebeian like the 
daughter of a United States senator. To 
marry the prince, Miss Elkins must re­
nounce her present faith and become a 
member of the Roman Catholic church, 
which is the church of the royal family 
of Italy. A while ago Prince Albrecht, a 
cousin of the German emperor, wished to 
wed Marie Sulzer, an actress, but as he 
could not unite with a commoner, he of­
fered a nobleman, one Baron Liebenberg, 
a large sum of money to marry the wom­
an and to divorce her without consum­
mating the marriage, leaving her the 
Countess Liebenberg, eligible as the wife 
of a prince. The joining of a church in 
which one does not believe for the sake 
of a title, and the marrying of a man for 
no other purpose, are acts about equal 
in morality, so far as we can see.

The Rev. Jerry Knode Cooke talks too 
much. He is the minister who ran away 
with his spiritual ward, Miss Fiorance 
Whaley, from Hempstead, Long Island, 
and is now living with her and their child 
in San Francisco. Cooke evidently thinks 
his case is unique and that he is the only 
man who has ever defied the conventions 
and suffered the penalty. He- is in error. 
Others have tried it and taken their medi­
cine without a whimper. The wife whom 
he deserted says that her husband is too 
lazy to work, and wants her to get a di­
vorce so that he may marry Miss Wha­
ley and be nourished; by the money her 
father left his daughters. The view has 
much to support it in the application of 
the couple for an advance and in Cooke's 
murmurs over the world’s attitude to­
ward him. “The world forgetting, by the 
world forgot,” he might work out his 
problem undisturbed if he were equal to 
earning his living in the sweat of his fad, 
as many a better man has done.

A naval chaplain sends to the Army 
and Navy Register an unctuous and ful­
some tribute to the late Bishop Satterle? 
of Washington. The writer asserts that 
Satterlee “was familiarly known as tho 
Bishop of the Navy,” and was “the genial 
Father in God to all chaplains of the Ameri­
can church.” We knew some delusions 
were ripe about Satterlee—that, for ex­
ample, he was called the Bishop of Wash­
ington, as the pope is the Bishop of 
Rome; but that we have an “American 
church," of whose chaplains he was the 
“Father in God," involves fresh informa­
tion. It is all, however, a natural birth 
from the illicit union of church aud state 
and the alliance of our legislators with 
the ecclesiastical Delilah.

“In God We Trust"! The parents who 
sant their children to the Ohio school 
that was burnt with its Inmates trusted 
in God and allowed the pupils to Ьэ 
taught that a heavenly father had them 
in his keeping. There are few of the 
little ones lest to continue the lesson in 
the Sunday school. They prayed on the 
morning of the fire, and “the flames that 
erlpsed them sneered. Amen.”

English tobacconists who keep open on 
Sunday are subject to a fine. The news­
papers tell of a man named Popp who has 
been mulcted every Monday morning for 
this offence for tho past six years. “As 
Mr. Popp takes in $100 on Sunday and 
pays out but 75 cents of it as fine on Mon- I 
day, he is quite satisfied, more especially I 
since he gets more free advertisement 
than any one else in the village. No ef­
fort is made to prevent the incorrigible 
Popp from opening his place on Sunday, I 
but the Monday ceremony is religiously 
performed. As Popp says, he helps to keep | 
up the police force, which suggests that I 
taxes might be abolished if there were 
only enough offenders paying regularly 
for offending.” If the gentleman were a ' 
merchant in some American cities he 
would help keep up the force by paying | 
his money direct to the police, thus evad­
ing the fine.

Dickinson, Pa., enjoys the sensation of I 
seeing a minister of the gospel sent to jail j 
for six months and fined $tOO for sending ; 
obscene pictures through the mails. He 
is the Rev. H. E. Zimmerman of Omaha, 
Neb., who used to preach in the Lutheran 
church of Dickinson. The Rev. Zimmer­
man proved his good character, but had 
to plead guilty on the pictures. He said 
that he needed them in connection with a 
magazine article he had in the course of 
preparation. Possibly the gentleman 
wished to enhance the improving effect of 
some of the Bible stories by illustrating 
them.

An effort is being made in the Philip­
pine Assembly to set aside the earnings 
of 60,000 pesos (130,000) for the benefit of 
the aged mother of the Fillipino patriot 
Jose Rizal, the money to return to the 
Philippine Government at her death. Ri­
zal was a Freethinker as well as a patriot. 
From the facts regarding his career, 
which are rather meagre, it appears that 
when he was put to death at Manila by 
the Spanish government, the priests cele­
brated the occasion as an auto-da-fe. the 
last of many held in the Islands.

The Everett News of March 13 reports 
the death on that date of Oliver Melman, 
street commissioner of Snohomish, Wash. 
Mr. McLean was a Freethinker and for 
many years a reader of The Truth Seek­
er. The News says of him; “Oliver 
McLean was one of the most popular 
residents of Snohomish, being a friend 
to everyone.” He was a native of New 
Brunswick, where he was born in 1855. 
He is survived by his wife, Mary, a com­
panion as rare and lovable as himself

For the enlightenment of the readers 
of the New York Journal, Cardinal Gib­
bons on St Patrick’s Day outlined “the 
duty of each descendant of the Irish race 
in America,” thus: ’Toward his God, 
toward the country of his forefathers; 
toward his adopted land.” Duty toward 
God equals duty to the priest, and is 
for that reason placed first by the car­
dinal. Duty toward his adopted country 
comes last, and duty toward himself and 
his family does not get a place.
The Postofllce Department, which has 

the power to issue fraud orders, should
pay some attention to The Orphan's 
Friend, a Roman Catholic publication of 
Boston. The Orphan’s Friend solicits 
membership in the Society of the Guar­
dian Angel, the benefits of which, accru­
ing to those who pay admission fees and 
dues, are masses and indulgences. These 
"benefits'* cannot be nut in one class, 
and the “vibrations" sent out for pay by 
the mental healers in another.

Growing weary of his domestic arrange­
ments as constituted, the Rev. J. H. Ful­
kerson, pastor of the Methodist church at 
Huntland, Tenn., took his wife and chil­
dren to the neighboring town of Melo­
ville, returned to Huntland, and eloped 
thence with Miss Ida Templeton, the tele­
phone girl. The fashion of the world 
passeth away, but the way of a minister 
with a woman Is less subject to change.

HAECKEL’S

LAST WORDS ON EVOLUTION
BY ERNST HAECKEL

Professar at Jena University

A POPULAR RETROSPECT AND SUM­
MARY

Translated from the Second Edition by
Joseph McCabe

With three plates and Haeckel’s latest 
Portrait

PRICE, CLOTH, $1.00 NET

Readers who are interested in the evo­
lution controversy, as I here describe it, 
will find in my earlier works (“The His­
tory of Creation,” “The Evolution of 
Man,” “The Riddle of the Universe," and 
“The Wonders of Life”) a thorough treat­
ment of the views I have summarily pre­
sented. I do not belong to the amiable 
group of “men of compromise,” but am 
in the habit of giving candid and straight­
forward expression to the convictions 
which a half century of serious and la­
borious study has led me to form. If I 
seem to be a tactless and inconsiderate 
"fighter” I pray you to remember that 
“conflict is the father of all things,” and 
that the victory of pure reason over cur­
rent superstition will not be achieved 
without a tremendous struggle. But I re­
gard ideas only in my struggles; to the 
persons of my opponents I am indifferent, 
bitterly as they have attacked and slan­
dered my own person.

ERNST HAECKEL.
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ble L Postscript—Evolution and Jesuit­
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GHOSTS and OTHER LECTORES 
By Robert G. Ingersoll

INCLUDING THE GHOSTS, LIBERTY 
OF MAN, WOMAN AND CHILD; THE 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, 
ABOUT FARMING IN ILLINOIS, 
SPEECH NOMINATING JAMES G. 
BLAINE FOR PRESIDENCY IN 1876, 
THE GRANT BANQUET, A TRIBUTE 
TO REV. ALEX. CLARK, A VISION 
OF WAR, AND A TRIBUTE TO EBON 
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This book has been out of print since 
'the publication of the Dresden edition of 
Ingersoll’s complete works. There are 
mot many copies to be had and it will 
not be reprinted in its present form. 
These here offered are of the edition pub­
lished by the author in Washington in 
1881.

PRICE $1.25.
Address The Truth Seeker.

Orthodoxy.
A Consideration of the 

Congregational Creed.
By ROBERT G. INGERSOLL.

Some of the points touched upon in 
this examination of orthodoxy are: God 
as a Governor, the Love of God, the Fall 
of Man, the Atonement, the Second , 
Birth, Inspiration, Christ’s “reign of 
truth and love,” the Wars it brought, the j 
Resurrection, the Judgment Day, Miracles 
of the New Testament, the Ascension, 
Casting out Devils, Eternal Punishment, 
Some who are Damned, Immortality.
ONE OF THE BEST OF INGERSOLL’S 

LECTURES.
Price 10 Cents. Address The Truth 

Seeker.
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WALT WHITMAN
An Address by 

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL.

LIBERTY IN LITERATURE.”

Portrait of Whitman-
A Testimonial to Wait Whitman by Col­

onel Ingersoll, being a Lecture 
delivered in Philadelphia
Oct. 21, 1890. Also the

FUNERAL ADDRESS
Delivered by Colonel Ingersoll at Har­

leigh, Camden, March 30, 1892.
The Lecture and Funeral Address are 

sublime poems in themselves, marvelous 
imagery, and wonderful diction. Each ad­
mirer of both these great men should 
have this book. Ingersoll brought out 

, the best of Whitman in his own incom­
parable way—in the way no other man 
since Shakespeare could do it. It is not 
only more than “a grand, sweet song.” 

i It is a canvas whereon in the most won- 
, derful colors are painted pictures of life 
: and love and liberty; the most poetic 
:and finest delineations of nature’s myriad 
iforms. It is a book which will be read 
and re-read with ever-increasing delight. 
Paper covers, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

Speeches of
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL

FREDERICK DOUGLASS.
At a meeting held in Washington, D. 

C., Oct. 22, 1883, to give expression to 
condemnatory views of the decision of 
the Supreme Court that the Civil Rights 
Act was unconstitutional.

In view of the prominence of the “Ne­
gro Question” to-day these speeches are 
of special interest.

PRICE 10 CENTS.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

ORATION 
ON VOLTAIRE

By VICTOR HUGO.
Price, 10 cents.

Address The Truth Seeker Co.

Letters of Friends.
Readers desirous of communicating 

with the writers of the letters in this de­
partment may address them in care of 
The Truth Seeker, 62 Vesey Street, New 
York, N. Y., and the letters will be read­
dressed and forwarded.

CANADIAN NEWS AND NOTES. 
From H. R. Holmes, Ontario.

From the little French Canadian vil­
lage of Chicoutimi on the far-famed 
Saguenay river comes the following:

The astonishing contention has been 
made here that Roman Catholic bishops 
are above the civil law of the country. 
This was the claim made by Bishop 
Labreque of the Chicontimi diocese. “His 
Lordship,’ as the bishop is called, re­
fused to obey the judge of the superior 
court, claiming that as a bishop he was 
head of an ecclesiastical court and be­
yond the jurisdiction of civil law.

The case arose over a libel suit brought 
by a lawyer against three citizens who 

I were alleged to have sent a signed state­
ment to the bishop to the effect that he 
had traduced the clergy. It was neces- 

I sary to have the document in court and 
I Bishop Labrecque was subpoenaed in the 
I ordinary way. But the reverend keeper 
I of the “holy grail” did not turn up 

though Judge Pelletier had stated that it 
was necessary for him to obey the law 
like any other citizen. The judge then 
wrote to the bishop, who to-day appeared 
in court, but when the plaintiff demand­
ed production of the offending document, 
the bishop flatly refused to produce it.

Asked his authority for this contempt 
of court the Bishop replied: “Because it 
was handed me as a judge of an eccles­
iastical court, and also because I do not 

I occupy myself with your civil laws.” 
I His lordship was not committed to jail 
I for contempt of court as should have been 

done, but the case was postponed until 
the judge decides whether the civil law 
or the church is to rule, and whether or 
not the bishop can be compelled to pro­
duce the document in court.

In The Truth Seeker of Feb. 29 is pub­
lished another comment on the raking-up 

I I have given to the religious bigotry, intol­
erance and ignorance prevailing in Cana- 
da, this time by a Mr. W. P. Lawrence, 
of Sydney, C. B.

Mr. Lawrence uses up three columns of 
the paper with a mass of contradictory 
statements, in an attempt, certainly very 
weak and Ш-supported, to belittle the un­
answerable statements about the bigotry 
existing all over this country, and he 
seeks to compare it to the United States 
with many reflections upon the latter.

It is entirely unnecessary for Mr. Law­
rence to attempt to slurringly refer to 
my travels or my profession. Mr. Law­
rence is a musician. It is vastly 
different if one is a member of a lead­
ing profession, or engaged in commercial 
or mercantile pursuits, and when* any 
Freethinker in Canada will say that he 
“never lost anything either in money or 
respect” by giving free expression to his 
Freethought opinions, then I say his 
statement is dishonest, and unless he is 
both deaf and blind, he knows it to be un­
true.

I am a Canadian and as loyal and faith­
ful to my country as anyone can be who 
has had the privilege of seeing others and 
is not blinded by envy or bigotry, and I 
must deny the statements made by your 
correspondent that the laws are not en­
forced here. I believe they are as a rule 
better enforced here than in any other 
country in the world, and I shall be very 
much surprised if The Truth Seeker has 
no other subscribers in Canada, who will 
come forward and refute the unwarranted 
statements made by this Mr. Lawrence.

When he speaks of colleges and institu­
tions of learning he takes in all of Nova 
Scotia and the principal ones there are 
under the control of the Roman Catho­
lics.

There is not in all of Canada such a 
noble institution of learning as Girard 
College in Philadelphia. Except the pub­
lic and high schools and two or three 
state supported universities, all the other 
schools are sectarian of the most pro­
nounced type, and they are all dominat­
ed by, and subservient to the clerical and 
religious class.

Mr. Lawrence’s statement that Quebec 
is 200 years behind the times is greatly 
exaggerated, and a far worse libel than 
he alleges I have stated in any of my writ­
ings in referring to this country.

Quebec is nearly all under Catholic 
rule, and I have here to state that we as 
Truth Seekers have less to fear from the 
Catholics than the Protestants. The lat­
ter are our most implacable enemies, 
and among them the Methodists and Pres­
byterians are the worst of all.

Cape Breton is a very small part of 
Canada, and like Quebec largely under 
the heel of the priesthood. North Syd­
ney is a little mining town, not the 
precious minerals either, only coal. I 
will not occupy your space to tell you 
all I know about it, but there is an old 
maxim that applies specially to it and to 
your Cape Breton correspondent, which 
runs as folows: “Where ignorance is 
bliss ’tis folly to be wise.”

THE RELATION OF CHRISTIANITY 
TO THE PRIZEFIGHT.

From A. H. Nicholas, California.
The metropolitan papers have publish­

ed the details of a prizefight at Princess 
Rink, Fort Wayne. Ind., witnessed by 3,- 
000 people, paying from, one to four dol­
lars for admission. Prizefights belong ex­
clusively to Christian civilization. Here 
is a city of 60,000 inhabitants that fill a 
large rink with men eager to see a prize­
fight; and Christian editors devote col­
umns to reports of the same.

When men engage in inflicting pain, 
and not infrequently death, on each 
other for money and the glory of the vic­
tor in proving himself the greater brute, 
the question arises: Is the prizefight any 
less barbarous than the bullfight?

One writer says: “In all probability 
the greater part, if not all, of that prize­
fight audience was composed of church 
members. The attitude of the Christian 
church on the subject of war is simply a 
prizefight on a larger scale with intent to 
kill. The religious wars of the past were 
as bloody and relentless as any in his­
tory; and the savage spirit of the Chris­
tian Calvin in his burning of Servetus, 
still shows a wonderful yitality. Chris­
tians have no practical use for the com­
mandment, ‘Thou shalt not kill.’ Up­
on the strength of Jesus’ proclamation 
that he did not come to bring peace on 
earth but the sword of war, this sword 
has been in constant use through the 
Christian era.”

Another writer said: “I had hoped and 
expected that on the Sunday following 
this prizefight some one or more of the 
preachers of the city would utter words 
of the severest condemnation against it; 
but not a word was thus spoken. How 
any man of common morality or of liter­
ary and scientific culture could witness 
a prizefight passes my understanding. I 
will venture the assertion that not a 
single Agnostic or Infidel, Atheist, Spirit­
ualist or Rationalist was present on that 
occasion,

“Christians constantly build more 
churches and want more guns. The more 
they teach the doctrine 'Love your neigh­
bor as yourself,’ the more thoroughly 
they prepare to bore a hole through him 
with a Winchester, The more they theo­
rize on returning good for evil, the 
more they practice trying to get the drop 
on the other fellow.”

It is quite a fad now in churches to 
have displayed near the pulpit the 
American flag as an incentive to patri­
otism, chivalry, heroism, all suggesting 
thoughts of war and battle. It would not 
be surprising if we should see a can­

non, a stack of Winchesters and a few 
swords occupying conspicuous places. 
Such things are compatible with Christi­
anity and in harmony with its historic 
record.

Andrew Carnegie lately expressed some 
wise thoughts appropriate to our subject. 
He said:

“In no field of work does the Christian 
church throughout the world so conspicu­
ously fail as in its attitude to war. Its 
silence when outspoken speech might 
avert war, its silence during war’s sway, 
its failure during days of peace to pro­
claim the true doctrine regarding the kill­
ing of men, give point to the recent ar­
raignment of the prime minister who de­
clared that the church to-day busied it­
self with questions which did not1 weigh 
even as dust in the balance compared 
with the vital problems with which it was 
called upon to deal.”

THE DECAY OF SPIRITUALISM. 
From Channing Severance, California.
So the news is out officially that mem­

bership in Spiritualist societies, now 
termed “churches,” with “ordained” 
preachers, has fallen off one-half - in the 
past two years. I do not wonder at it, 
for when Spiritualism became churchy 
and thought it wise to ape many of the 
ways of the Christian churches, it started 
on the down grade with a rush, and has 
been petering out ever since. It was a 
sure case of retrogression, and as the 
world in general is going ahead, no other 
result could have followed without mirac­
ulous intervention by “universal intelli­
gence,” which it has adopted as a hazy 
and indefinite name for God. The world 
has been surfeited with religious non­
sense, and the very name of church and 
ordained minister carries a stale odor 
that repels rational human beings like the 
effluvium of a polecat. It is absolutely 
sickening to many to be fed mentally on 
anything churchy in language, customs, 
and ceremonies, and when Spiritualism 
got pious, so to speak, and worked off 
invocations and benedictions galore, it 
began driving nails in its own coffin. For 
years I have felt that should I need an 
emetic at any time, the results that fol­
low one could be obtained by attending 
an average Sunday service as now con­
ducted by Spiritualist speakers, who de­
light in being called “reverend,” all the 
same preacher man. I can remember 
when Spiritualism meant something as 
a reform force in society, and its speak­
ers were trying to lift the world out of 
that degrading superstition—Christiani­
ty; now they pander to it, ape its cere­
monies, sing its songs, and prate about 
Spiritualism being a religion. No wonder 
its organizations are disintegrating, for 
cause and effect never yet failed to have 
connection. You cannot stuff the rotten 
name of religion into, people much long­
er after they have got in the habit of 
thinking rationally; and whether Spirit­
ualism as a doctrine proclaiming a con­
tinued existence in a state of conscious­
ness after death, be true or" false, its so- 
called facts and phenomena do set people 
to thinking, and they think and reason 
as they never did before. The mind be­
gins to work on new lines, and when it 
does it gets farther and farther from 
old theology and Bible nonsense. If 
mental growth has really begun, and it 
certainly has when facts and phenomena 
bring one out of the lethargy that blind 
faith kept them in, the tendency is to go 
forward and not back, and thus we see 
why live men and women will not re­
main in societies that have become sta­
tionary or retro-active in tendency. 
There is no doubt that the belief which 
Spiritualism proclaims will always be 
acepted by some, for individuals are di­
vided on belief on every subject that 
rests in doubt or mystery. Where it Is 
impossible to know, or knowledge has not 
yet been attalined, there is ground for de­
bate and discussion, so the Spiritualist
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ЯП(1 flics Matorlnlht will long bn with пя 
no doubt, and, ан of yore, Induatrloualy 
chewing the rag, ая the elang phrase 
goen; but Spiritualism ан a religion, ая 
a Hpecle« of churchlanlty, with formn 
and Ceremonies, Ih not liable to ПН a very 
large 1ciiR-felt want In the future, and 
thoBo who persiat In attaching to it a 
lot of Recond-hand яирегяНИоп and la­
beling ft Christian Spiritualism, will 
gradually decrease in numbers, power, 
and influence. This Is an age of mental 
activity, and things are moving forward 
as they never moved before, eo any or­
ganization trying to influence or interest 
the public must use live ideas to be suc­
cessful. When Spiritualism ceased to be 
an opponent of Christian superstition and 
the advocate of reform principles, it was 
struck with dry rot, and that Is what 
ails it today. Believe in another world 
if you wish, but work for this one if you 
expect to do any good or render benefits 
to humanity. So I offer this advice to 
the sanctimonious "reverends” who have 
become so religious they are stupid and 
silly: Cut off your ecclesiastical title, 
omit singing the sweet bye and bye, put 
yourselves in touch with the vital affairs 
of this life, and when you talk say some­
thing worth hearing, keeping as far 
from religión in any way, shape, or man­
ner as is possible; and if you must pray, 
kindly do it in private to avoid being a 
bore and nuisance.

AN AFFLICTIVE DISPENSATION. 
From Joshua T. Small, Massachusetts.
"Whom the Lord loveth he chas- 

teneth.”
At 1.45 o’clock th’s morning (March 

14), while a heavy tempest was raging, 
the Centenary Methodist church of Prov­
incetown was struck by lightning and to­
tally destroyed by fire. This church was 
one of the largest on Cape Cod, but the 
society have' been having a very hard 
struggle the past few years to keep it 
running and it may have come to pass 
that the Lord, seeing the desperate 
straits in to which his beloved had been 
driven, decided to come to their relief by 
sending a consuming fire from heaven, 
thus shifting the burden upon the insur­
ance companies to the tune of $8,000, that 
being the amount of ins trance that was 
carried on it.

Now, will the Methodists throughout 
the country be willing to regard the loss 
of their church in the historic town of 
Provincetown as a mark of the over­
whelming affection of their creator?

THE SYKESVILLE PHILOSOPHER. 
From Kate Glenn, Utica, N. Y.

It has been said that “the wise man 
changes his m'nd often, the fool never." 
The man who does sometimes make mis­
takes and who can readily change his 
mind, has a decided advantage over the 
one who is always right. The former 
cannot help growing, while the latter, sat­
isfied with himself, has little chance to 
expand.

A wise man in England, years ago, 
thought the public schools ought to be 
abolished. He died before he had a 
chance to change his mind, and most 
likely his friends in England who are 
now denouncing the public schools have 
no more regard or sympathy for the poor 
than has our Sykesville friend.

I had hoped, until I saw Mr. Llvesey’s 
letter in The Truth Seeker of March 14, 
that he had by this timo experienced a 
“a chango of heart," but he seems "the 
same yesterday, to-day and forover."

The statement that Mr. Richards Is 
rather lute is no Joke; but it seems to 
me that if I were a genuine IPreethinker, 
u man with a mind free from prejudico, 
1 would not accuse one who dared to dif­
fer with me of being a bigot, nor would 
I boast that l had writton thousands of 
letters and nowspupor articles denounc­
ing the public schools. First, because It 
doesn’t sound well, and we cannot all be 

expected to see through the same pair I 
of spectacle«; and second, if I were anil I 
ty of writing or In any other manner try-1 
Ing to Injure the poor £ Hhould feel eoi 
sorry and ashamed and mean and entail 
that I should never mention IL

ff It 1й true that the present day Influi­
rti Ion substitutes education for religion, 
can any one think of a better substitute?

I trust someone may be possessi 
siilficientiy strong psychic powers 
uà where Mr. Livesey stands. I 
fully acknowledge my Inability to

If the Catholics prefer to sen« 
children to the public schools 
should anyone object?

Think of the length of time ft ti 
write even a thousan«! letters, ah 
long as it took Jehovah to mi 
world, and while Mr. Livesey ma 
many admirers among Truth Seek« 
ers and subscribers, a specialist 
with safety, prescribe less writ! 
more thinking.

VERSES SUBMITTED.
From Thomas H. Flood, Massachusetts.

Dear Sirs: I beg to submit a few verses 
which attach herawith, hoping to sæ 
them in print if they are worth any­
thing.

Nothing.
They say "in God to place your trust 
Since man to man is so unjust." 
To trust him of the Testament 
Who says to hell we’ll all be sent. 
Should we not heed his harsh command: 
To believe on him, or else be damned.

They saw the world was “nothing" much 
’Till it received his magic touch.
’Twas then that he bestirred h’mself. 
Took "Father Time” from off the shelf. 
That light from darkness did appear 
And that is how we happen here.

If this is so it must have been
That in the world there was no sin. 
Nothing good, or nothing bad.
Nothing pleasant, or nothing sad. 
Nothing great, or nothing small, 
Just nothing, nothing, that is all.

If he did us from “nothing" make 
Methinks It was a big mistake.
To think that “something” we should be 
Of “nothing” from eternity.

L’Envoi.
When you read this little rhyme
You’re reading “nothing” all' the time. 
As nothing can of nothing be,
That is how it seems to me.

From Walter Runnels, Iowa.—Please 
send me the Agnostic Annual and the 
“Story of Creation.” A relative of mine 
one said to me: "You acknowledge the 
existence of Christ every day because 
you date your time from the year he 
was born.” I was inclined to doubt this 
for the reason that it does not prove that 
he ever existed at all. I tell the Chris­
tians that we know and they believe also 
that the Mormon church and faith are 
modern, almost in our own lifetime, and 
that they are false. Then what better 
evidence have they of the existence of 
Christ 1,900 years ago? As Thomas 
Paine says in his “Age of Reason,” Je­
sus Christ wrote no history of himself. I 
also tell them that there are several 
editions of Josephus, pone of them say­
ing anything about the existence of Je­
sus Christ. I was going to town the other 
day and noticed a sigu upon the tops of 
some willows. It read, ’’Repent before 
It Is too late.” I thought to myself, 
“What does this mean? What have we 
to repent of?” The town of lied Oak, 
la, has a population of 4,500 or more, 
but there are uo saloous. Recently they 
have enforced the Sunday closing order, 
but it was uot necessary or essential to 
the general welfare of the people. Per­
haps some enthusiast of the “lid on” 
hung this sign In the tree.

From A. Galpln, Wisconsin.—Inclosed 
please tlnd draft for ?4—$3 to pay for my 
subscription to The Truth Seeker and 
11 to pay for the “Inquisition” over the 
amount originally sent.

THE SUCCESSFUL WEATHER
PROPHET.

From John Hammes, Iowa.
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker

Гп the Feb. 15 , 190Я,r Truth Seeker la an
article on "Pirophfft я and Predictions’’
that reminds me nt in otd story.

An ohi pow<nful 1KiDg in his time took
3 notion to JTO on s bun tinig trip. He first
сг/плпИрг! hf.; wpathÄF рГГТ|piiet in regard
tty л fl11IMF ÆПо iílVFirable weather
rondlifcnÄ. TlÍMFfl Bi? starterd oat with his
rnmphjg ontfllk teolЕв* ote. On the first

out ha гп* arañar going to town
riding ап aea, Tue farmer ask'd the 
ring where he was going. "On a hunt 
ing trip.*’ be, * he farmer ad aIæd 
him to go back. *J We bav* foul and 
stormy weather coming,’’ he said. The

was brought before-- him the 
"I want you for my weather з 
other fellow «lid no- know ш

ackass always b**y> befo** 
[bat is all I can teil.“ Yo 
aid the king. "Sen«» ж the

AN INCONSISTENCY REMARKED.
From N. M. Grolsheim, North Dakota.
Editor The Truth Seeker—'Dear Str 

Inclosed find $5» for which 1Mb me so 
52 more chapters of the "parlor Bible' ' 
»«a a copy of the ‘Short History of the 
Inquisition.”

»onder why tbe GmI defemtefs, fl
: trust-in-him støt
t that their amuo Ш tBACTlted

cons vqvtçiwbia» 

sonable as they 
that they. centrar 
enee, do pat more 
gold?

We take this version of the crearhm 
story from the Kansas City Joarnai: "The 
poor Hindu was sadly put to it to ac­
count for warn .ilii dy WSHUR« Imt QO 
more so than пвлду wbmw oihtã sebcv bis 
time. According to the .egend, Тч aahiri, 
the Vulcan of Hindu mythology, creatoti 
the world, hut when, he arrived at the 
«iibai ohjeet »by-h was ш be hte chef- 
d’oeuvre he tuumi to his annoyaa.ee chat 
he had run our of materials. He had not 
a single chunk of solid matter left. With 
a mental execration upon his carelessness 
he fell into a profound meditation, the re­
sult of which was that he took ’the round­
ness of the muon, the undulating curves 
of the serpent, the graceful twist of the 
creeping plant, the light shivering at the 
grass blade and the slenderness of the 
willow, the velvety softness of the dowers, 
the light of the feather, the gentle 
guae of the doe, the frolicsomeness of the 
sunbeam, the tears of the cloud, the incon­
stancy of the wind, the timidity of the 
bare, the vanity of the peacock, the hard­
ness of the diamond, the cruelty of the 
t'ger, the heat of the fire, the chill of the 
snow, the cackling of the parrot and the 
cooing of the turila dove.’ He mixed 
these together in equal proportions and 
the result was woman. After all.” de­
mands the Journal, “isn’t this an advance 
upon the rib theory?”

Some impose upon the world that they 
believe that which they do not; others 
more in number, make themselves be­
lieve that they believe, not being able 
to penetrate into what it is to believe.— 
Montaigne.

THE Ш CROSS SIBIES
Priest In Absolution. A Criticism and 

Denunciation, with a review of the sys­
tem of Confession. Including copious ex- 

- tracts from a late Infamous publication, 
1 from the Confessional Uumaskcd. Paper, 

IS cents.
The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 

as exhibited in a narrative of her suffer­
ings during her residence of five years ns 
a novice, and two years as a black nun, 

I in the Hotel D’ou Nunnery, at Montreal. 
Perhaps not any antl-Cathollc book pub­
lished has created more excitement, and 
had such a circulation aa this work. To 
counteract its effects the Catholics cir­
culated a story that Marla Monk was 
“no better than she should be," but ln- 

i vest I gat ion disclosed that her "child of 
shame” was none other than the child 
of her priest seducer. Paper, 50 cents;

Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture 
by the Rev. George Townsend Fox, of 
Durham. Eng. Revised American edition, 
showing the result in parishes of the Ro- 

I man decree that priests shall not marry. 
I Paper, 15 cents.

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosures 
I Respecting New Hall Convent, Boreham, 

Essex. England. Showing that conventa 
.are inimicai to chastity, virtue, and free- 

I doro. Paper, 10 cents.
The Confessional. By W. Stewart Ross, 

Being an exposure of that infamous ro- 
j ligou» rite. Price, 25 cents.

The Secret Instructions of the Jesuits.
: Oar reprint Is iron» an edition of 1723; of 

wix'ch the Society of Jesuits on the Con­
tinent purchased and suppressed ail the

I copies < Maina ble. Ths work is redolent 
of Jesuit craft and Is a plain index to the

I chicanery, dishonesty, and underhand 
working of that order against the welfare

I of Mlvlduato and society. Price, 15

Fifty Years in the Church of Rome, 
•r Father Chiniquy. With portrait of the 
uthor, and ether illustrations. 43d edi­
le®. $vo> cloth, 7*-
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

62 Vesey St, New York.

The Priest, the Woman 
and the Confessional.

ГЬе Confessions of Mothers, Sitters 
and Brothers

O»w tarty Thoeaood Alroojy raid.

BY ГЛТНВВ CHISIQCT.
Uhat ar CI1J Year* la the Ctanb at Semi.'*

Th* -ork la cuManled ay the palpll and pre» 
if the eoaaay to be the beat authority apaa the 
eaWUniial Its author has linee S«o4 aerrtee 
a the cause of Puatnaatlam, and ha speaks trass 
• pennuti experience Is the wiktoga Of the Ba* 
osui. Cat holla Church, where ba hold high partito*

COXTHNTB.
L The Strutsia Before the lorreodar of Wom- 

aa|* Self-eespaet in the Спя toart Mill
IL Lurlcular Canfeaalon is » «tee* pit at perdition 

Im Um
HL The rilas Is the Madera lodai.
IV. How it* row of eallbaey fa mode easy hy 

»srtsnhr Caafeaalan.
V. Th* Higkiy-adsestad aad raAnad weiss In the 

Cooiaaaional—What henea of he* Sitar hat on* 
—»»»»—i ramudas—Hat luyere hie rain.

VI. Auricular Oonfeoaiou des troy a all the Mered 
‘tea of m*rri*(e sad human oociaty.

VIL Should Auricular CoafMotea ba toleratedi 
among civlllied —o—11

VIH. Does Aurtcular Caatiaiaa brtn< peace to, 
the esali

IX- The Dogma of Auricular Confession e eoe- 
ellegioua Impaacure.

X. auma of the matters on which the priest of 
Home must qoeation his penitents.

flent to any addrei 
on receipt of price, $1.00

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER

SOME OF CHAS. WATTS’ 
WRITINGS.

THE CHRISTIAN DEITY, 2 cents.
CHRISTIANITY: ITS NATURE ANO 

ITS INFLUENCE ON CIVILIZATION, 
5 cents.

THE CHRISTIAN SCHEME OF RE­
DEMPTION, 2 cents.

A DEFENSE OF SECULAR PRINCI­
PLES, 5 cents.

FREETHOUGHT AND MODERN. 
PROGRESS, 3 cents.

LIFE OF SALADIN, 10 cents.
SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE ANTAG­

ONISTIC, 3 cents.
CHARLES WATTS: HIS LIFE AND 

CHARACTER. By Saladin. Paper 10 
cents.

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER,
62 Vesey St., New York.

annoyaa.ee
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Side-Lights on 
Astronomy

BY SIMON NEWCOMB, LL.D.
Author of “Elements of Astronomy,” “As­

tronomy for Everybody,” etc.
Illustrated. Crown 8vo. Cloth, $2; 

postage, 20 cents.
The various chapters of this work have 

to do with the larger aspects of astron­
omy rather than with its minute, tech­
nical details. The book is designed to 
put before the reader the nature of the 
big problems which excite the curiosity 
of the ordinary man as much as that 
of the scientist How large is the uni­
verse? Has it any definite bounds? How 
iong will it last? What is the origin of 
the sun’s heat and light, and what be­
comes of all the energy which it contin­
ually radiates into space? These are 
some of the questions which Professor 
Newcomb discusses in the light of the 
best knowledge obtainable. The book is 
written with the enthusiasm of the sci­
entific investigator, which it communi­
cates to the reader, but it is perfectly 
sane in its speculations and devoid of 
technical obscurity. It tells what astron­
omers are doing, and in a general way 
describes their methods. As a whole, the 
book gives much easily assimilated infor­
mation, and particularly impresses the 
reader with the grandeur of astronomical 
ideas. Professor Newcomb is a very 
great scientific authority, and his style 
is that of an accomplished man of let­
ters.

Address The Truth Seeker.

THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COLLECTION

OF
FORMS AND CEREMONIES FOR 

THE USE OF LIBERALS

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED
CONTENTS:

Forms for Organization, 
Articles of Association, 

Demands of Liberalism, 
Thirteen Principles, 

Invocations,
Marriage Services, 

The Naming of Infants, 
Funeral Services, 

Funeral Services, Spiritualistic,
Obituary Notices, 

Thoughts on Life and Death, 
Epitaphs,

Sentiments and Toasts, 
How to Get up a Lecture, 

Freethought Readings.
While this is the title of a book for­

merly issued, the present edition is prac­
tically a new work. We have prepared 
it to meet the demand for something 
which shall aid Liberals, on all occa­
sions, to do the proper thing, and par­
ticularly to prov.-le funeral forms, so that 
Liberal's and Spiritualists may conduct 
these sad ceremonies without the assist­
ance of specially trained speakers and 
writers. We have omitted from this vol­
ume the bulky collection of hymns, since 
better ones, set to music, can be had in 
the “Cosmian Hymn Book,” and have 
added a great deal from the best litera­
ture of Freethought on the subject of 
death, with several forms and addresses 
which have been used with much satis­
faction.

PRICE......................... 25 CENTS.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 

62 Vesey Street, New York City.
Formerly $10.00. Now $1.20.

God’s Protest
Jand

The Protestoi Israel
The continued demand for the poem 

“GOD’S PROTEST,” by Edmund Do 
freyne, of which thousands of copies 
were distributed, has made necessary a 
reprint of that striking document It is 
issued now as a “broadside,” the size of 
a page of The Truth Seeker, and is 
backed with that other piece of sterling 
merit by Capt, W. E. P. French, “THE 
PROTEST OF ISRAEL,” which when 
published in The Truth Seeker caused 
an early exhaustion of the number in

The two poems are now to be had for 
fifteen cents per dozen.

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,
62 Vesey Street, New York, N. Y-

> CHILDREN’S CORNER FOR ¿

: Boys and Girls, ;
► YOUNG AND OLD. ’
►

Edited by MISS SUSAN H. W1X0N, 
Fall River, Mass.

“Between the dark and the daylight,
When the night is beginning to lower, 

Comes a pause in the day’s occupations
That is known as the Children’s Hour."

A Devotee of Sport»
Last week I was glad to see that The 

Truth Seeker mentioned, editorially, my 
friend Thaddeus S. White, the mile run­
ner. The Truth Seeker is a truly pro­
gressive newspaper, for all such newspa­
pers have printed White’s name many 
times within the last three months. The 
conservative Sun calls him a self-devel­
oped athlete; the New York Journal 
dubs him a “phenom,” and both are 
right.

You see, since sport is my religion, as 
Anarchy is Mr. Tucker’s and Socialism 
Upton Sinclair’s, I take this opportunity 
to jump in and talk about my hobby, and 
expect that it will be of supreme interest 
to everybody. (My father remarks that 
I have the advantage over some hobby­
ists, because, being young, I may out­
grow it.)

It was in 
White began 
the national 
yards handicap. He entered this race a 
novice, but followed his first victory with 
such brilliant performances that the 
sporting world soon recognized him as a 
coming champion. The New York Sun 
lists his victories as follows:

“At the 12th Regiment games White 
was the last man to run for the 23d Reg­
iment in the 2,400-yard relay race, which 
was won by that team. The two-mile re­
lay race for teams in the M. A. L. was 
also won by White’s, regiment in the 
games held by the 47th Regiment, and in 
the same meet White won 
from Guy Haskins with a 
cap. A match relay race 
between teams from the
regiments, held at the inter-scholastic 
games in Brooklyn and won by the lat­
ter team, was another appearance made 
by White, and then he was matched to 
run with Guy Haskins in a special 1,000- 
yard race from scratch in the games held 
by the Pastime A. C. at Madison 
Garden. He succeeded in gaining 
place, covering the distance in 
23 1-5 secs. At the meet of the 
A. A. on Feb. 1, White won the mile 
with a twenty-five-yard start on Jimmy 
Sullivan and ten yards on Cohen, Collins 
and Carr. At the Irish games White 
helped gain second place for the 23d 
Regiment, and then came out for the 
Martinique mile at the Columbia games, 
winning this scratch event in 4 min. 23 
2-5 secs., and coming within 1% secs, of 
the indoor record.”

November, 1907, that Thad 
to grow famous by beating 
champion with a seventy

the 1,000-yard 
60-yard handl- 
of two miles 
13th and 23d

Square 
second 
2 min. 
Boston

Since this report White has won the 
mile run in the 23d regiment games, he 
being the scratch man this time, and 
other runners having from fifty to one 
hundred yards start on him; and was in­
strumental in the breaking of the 2,400- 
yard relay record by the 23d Regiment 
at .the New York Athletic Club games at 
Madjson Square Garden. I would like to 
see the Sunday school pupil, Y. M. C. A., 
or St. Francis Xavier that has anything 
on Thad White in the way of athletics.

In New Jersey, about twenty miles 
northwest of New York, there is a town 
called Closter. It’s not on the map yet, 
for Thad has been running only three 
months. This is where he learned to 
run. Thad told the Sun reporter that he 
had developed speed by running for the 
railroad train during his life as a com­
muter, but if anybody asked me I should

Doge of Venice, to a princess of the im­
perial house of Byzance. She it was who, 
at the table, used a small gold fork to 
convey the food from her plate to her 
mouth, instead of spoons and fingers. 
The bridegroom, delighted at the inno­
vation, soon had a large stock of gold 
forks made for his own use and that of 
other members of the family. The style 
spread, until after a few months there 
was not a patrician in Venice who did 
not employ a fork at his meals.

Although the fork was introduced into 
France 212 years later, its popularity 
among Europeans was of slow growth. 
Perhaps one reason for the delay in its 
general adoption was the strenuous op­
position of the Roman Catholic clergy. 
From the twelfth until the sixteenth cen­
tury the Papacy frowned upon the fork, 
and strictly forbade its use by the clergy

say that he began much earlier by chas­
ing the cows out of the corn and the 
chickens out of the strawberry patch.

Besides Thad, there are a few other 
young fellows in Closter who help him 
run a baseball team, which has måde the 

I name of Closter “feared and respected” 
by the towns in its vicinity that boast of 
ball teams.

But even though an honor to the town 
as a baseball star, Closter did not feel 
that it could admit to its select social 
circle this ungodly young athlete, who 
honored no church by his presence, and, 
worse than that, indulged in his worldly 
sports on the Lord’s day.

Once the town preacher was shocked 
and grieved to find this impious youth 
fishing on Sunday, but when he men­
tioned thè incident to his congregation, 
many of thè good people volunteered 
that they had seen White at different 
times chopping wood, playing baseball 
or tennis, or swimming in the creek on 
this, the sacred day. That finished Thad; 
he was an undesirable citizen.

Matters stood that-way when the win­
ter of nineteen hundred seven came and 
brought Christmas with it. As a Christ­
mas gift one of the local, farmers 
eeived a New York newspaper from 
city cousin. He looked through the 
per, wondering what it was all about, 
his eye caught the word “Closter.” 
looked closer and discovered another 
miliar name, “Thaddeus S. White.” 
tad his wife read him the article; then 
he went down town and told the store 
how Whitie had beaten the “Champeen 
of these United States,” and wound dp 
with the remark that he had always 
thought Thad White was a fine young 
man. This man and others who wished 
now to take this stand found it easy to 
justify their position, for Thad is a fel­
low with a fine disposition, excellent 
character, and faultless habits, with the 
one exception of not attending church, 
and it was easy now to overlook this 
minor fault of one who had caused the 
name of Closter to be printed in a New 
York newspaper.

Next time Thad had occasion to go to 
Closter town he found all the youngsters 
running up and down the main street, 
practicing for the mile, or sprinting 
around tracks laid out in the cow pas­
ture, and the folks he met would stop 
him and shake his hand and say, “Mighty 
souls! what a runner you be, Whitie”!

EUGENE L. MACDONALD.

re- 
his 
pa- 
till 
He 
fa- 
He

The History of Forks.
The inclosed clipping gives us another 

evidence of the ignorance and prejudice 
of certain people during the “Dark Ages” 
of the Roman Christian dispensation.

W. H. RINEHART.
Constantinople, in Turkey, is said to 

have been the place where the fork or­
iginated. In 1095 it appeared in Venice 
at a wedding feast, where the first to use 
it was a woman. It was at the wedding 
of Don Pietro, Oricola Argilo, son of the 

and in all ecclesiastical establishments, 
such as monasteries, convents and sem­
inaries; One is puzzled as to the reason 
for such oppositibn. One authority gives 
it that the fork at that time too closely 
resembled the double pronged spear with 
which His Satanic Majesty and his myr­
midons have from time immemorial been 
pictorially represented. Then, again, the 
fact that its invention originated in Con­
stantinople was sufficient to prejudice the 
Papacy against the table fork. At any 
rate, it was not until the beginiiing bf 
the seventeenth century that the bàli bn 
the use of forks in convents ánd mdnás- 
teries was finally removed.—What to Eät.

Endless Book-making’.
“Of making books there is no end,”

An ancient bard thus spoke
And, drifting in the moving trend,

He forthwith made a book:
And still the literary feast

Swells as it did of old
Until its volumes have increased

A hundred million fold.
Good books and bad books,
Wise books and fool books, 
Gay books and sad books

And best of all are school books.

We now have books of every kind,
The bookshelf is our friend;

Beloved companions here we find
And pleasures without end;

The claims of magi, too, are here,
Who with strange mythic tales

Rule nations by the hope' and fear
Of ghostly joys or wails:

False books and true books,
Play books and troll books, 
Old books and new books

And sometime dreaded school books.

In stories many lives we live
And fly to many climes,

While poems vivid transport give 
With fancies clad in rhymes;

Geometry brings -eager zest,
Astronomy is grand,

And Language—every thought is dressed 
By Ker ingenious hand.

Sane books anã mad books, 
Tame books and droll books, 
Stern books and glad booke

And long-remembered school books.

All honor to the SciefibbS,
The pen, the printing press,

Thè manifold appliances
That publishers possess;

And honor to the endless line
Of books of every grade,

The plain, the fine, the superfine,
In many a diverse shade.

Sound books and light books,
Fierce books and cool books,

Dull books and bright books
And well-beloved school bobks.

M. Ö. CÕÓMÉR.

A Boy of Old Egypt.
That the American child is not the 

original type of irreverence toward pa­
rental dignity is proved by Dr, Grenfell’s 
readings from the ancient papyri, in 
which occurs a sarcastic letter addressed 
by a bad boy of fourteen to his father 
between the second and third centuries 
B. C. The father was going to Alexan­
dria and refused to take his son with 
him. “This is a fine thing,” the lad 
wrote. “If you won’t take me to Alex­
andria I won’t write you a letter or speak 
to you or say good-by to you.” He also 
threatened not to eat or drink and wound 
up with a very modern boyish exclama­
tion: “There now!”

His Lie Only a Tiny One.
A woman had charge of her small 

nephew while his mother went shopping 
and in the forenoon she was horrified to 
catch him in a prevarication and to fur­
thermore discover that her expression of 
disapproval failed to make the slightest 
impression on him.

“James,” she said, in awful tones, reg-, 
istering a mental vow to take her sistep 
to task for raising her child with pp re­
gard for the truth, “Do you realize уоц 
have told a lie?” “Yes’m,” replied Дцщец 
indifferently gazing at her with a enr­
ubie expression. “I don’t believe you gçe 
sorry one hit, James. Have you never 
hearfi qf Ananias and Sapphlra?” ^q,
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James had not, and his aunt began to 
think she had indeed fallen on a Godless 
household.

She told the story of the mendacious 
couple with emphasis and after a dra­
matic pause she said: "You see, James, 
you deserve punishment, not for the de­
gree of the lie, but because you have told 
an untruth." “Should I be punished for 
telling a teeny lie, Aunt?” “Yes, James.” 
James looked at her pityingly, and said 
solemnly, "Auntie, what’ll God do to you 
for telling me such a yarn as that Ana­
nias and Sapphlra jolly?”

Spring*
Now fades the last long streak of snow 

Now burgeons every maze of quick 
About the flowering squares, and thick 

By ashen roots the violets blow.
Now rings the woodland loud and long, 

The distance takes a lovelier hue, 
And drowned in yonder living blue

The lark becomes a sightless song.
Now dance the lights on lawn and lea, 

The flocks are whiter down the vale, 
And milkier every milky sail

On winding stream or distant sea;
Where now the seamew pipes, or dives 

In yonder, greening gleam, and fly 
The happy birds, that change their sky

To build and brood; that live their lives

From land to land; and in my breast 
Spring wakens too; and my regret 
Becomes an April violet,

And buds, and blossoms like the rest.
—From Alfred Tennyson’s “In Memo- 

rían.”

A Kansas Girl’s Advice.
A Lincoln county girl writes this ad­

vice: “Why do.young men do so much 
loafing? Go to work. Push ahead! I 
am but a young girl,, but I clothe myself 
and have money in the bank. I lay up 
more money every year than any young 
man within three miles of my home. 
When they get a dollar they go to a 
dance and go home a dollar out. I ad­
vise all girls to .cut clear of loafing boys. 
Stand by the boy who works, and never 
put your arm through the handle of a 
jug.”—Kansas City Star.

The Best Way»
This world is a difficult world, indeed,

And people are hard to suit,
And the man who plays on the violin

Is a bore to the man with a flute.
And I myself have often thought

How very much better ’twould be 
If every one of the folks I know

Would only agree with, me.
But since they will not, then the very 

best way
To make this world look bright

Is never to mind what people say,
But do what you think is right.

Their Best Guess.
From lesson papers of public school 

children:
“Stability is taking care of a stable.” 
“A mosquito is the child of black and 

white parents.”
“Monastery is the place for monsters.” 
“Tocsin is something to do with get­

ting drunk.
“Expostulation is to have the small­

pox.’’
“Cannibal is two brothers who killed 

each other in the Bible."

A Monkey with Sense.
The youth who was smoking a cigarette 

near the monkey’s cage took another one 
from his pocket. "Would it do any 
harm,” he asked, “if I should offer him 
one of these?” “Not a bit," responded 
the attendant. “He wouldn't touch it. A 
monkey Isn’t half as big a fool as It 
looks.”—Chicago Tribuno.

One Thing She Knew.
The teacher asked, "Elsie, when do 

you say ‘Thank you’?” Elsie’s face light­
ed up, for that was tho one thing sho 
know, and she confidently answered, 
“When we have company."—Chicago 
Tribune.

Men, Women and 
Gods

and Other Lectures
BY HELEN H. GARDENER

Introduction by Robert G. Ingersoll
The first lecture gives the title to the 

book, the second is on “Vicarious Atone­
ment,” and the third on “Historical Facts 
and Theological Fictions.” All are keen, 
vigorous attacks on the Christian church 
forms of theology. Her leading purpose 
is to show that women, of all persons, 
should least support the Bible and the 
churches which hold it in reverence. The 
first lecture is a scathing denunciation 
of the Old Testament as the sum of all 
cruelty and brutality toward woman, and 
she makes up a startling strong case from 
the pages of the book itself. The second 
lecture arraigns vicarious atonement as 
an inexcusable injustice in itself, weak­
ening and corrupting in- its influence, like 
indiscriminate alms-giving, and points out 
that it is not peculiar to Christianity, 
but is found in some form In every re­
ligious system known in history. But the 
lecturer’s strongest work 
third lecture, where her 
show that our civilization 
based upon Christianity, 
Christian religion has especially not con­
tributed to the elevation of woman in any 
respect. In support of her view she 
quotes largely from Sir Henry Maine, 
showing among other things that the po­
sition of woman in Roman law and usage, 
before the introduction of Christianity, 
was in advance of what It is even now in 
some respects, and that the tendency of 
the canon (church) law was Invariably 
to force her back into the degradation 
from which she had been rescued by a 
long and painful evolution, 
ture, too, she answers the 
to what she would substitute 
tions of Christianity, and 
morals are not at all based in or depend­
ent upon religion, certainly not on Chris­
tianity, since the so-called "golden rule,” 
the highest principle of morality, ante­
dates Christianity a thousand years.

Cloth, $1. Paper, 50 cents
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,

62 Vesey St, New York.

Is done in the 
purpose is to 
Is in no sense 
and that the

In this lec- 
questlon as 
for the sane- 
shows that

Dr. Foote’s New Book
THE HOME CYCLOPEDIA

Hapular .ledlcal. Social anil Sexual Science.

Contains a full, plain, and easy reading 
treatise on "Health and Diseases, with 

reader can 
hygiene and 
special, мер- 
women); all

Recipes,” all the average 
profitably learn of personal 
common diseases (Including 
arate chapters for men and 
right up to date, and fully illustrated with 
hundreds of photo-engravings and chromo 
lithographs. Contains also the already 
popular “Plain Home Taik" about the re­
lation of the sexes and social customs in 
all ages and countries, with "original 
and startling” suggestions for social re­
forms; newly revised, enlarged, and well 
illustrated. All is "heart to heart” plain 
home talk from a clear-thinking, plain- 
speaking, liberal minded medical 
ut over forty years' experience, 
a million and a half former books 
curious book for curious people, 
sensible book for every one. Answers 1,- 
001 delicate questions one would like to 
ask his regular physician and yet doesn’t 
want to.

1.248 pages, 400 Illustrations (30 In col­
ors), 250 recipes. Price, cloth bound, $2 
mailed.

Address The Truth Seeker Company.

author 
Nearly 
sold. A 
and a

S. Laing’s Great Work
HUMAN ORIGINS

By Samuel Laing.
is a work that goes back as near 
beginning of things as study can 
and traces man and his institu- 

It is in two 
” and 

Heretofore

This 
to the 
arrive, 
tions from their origins, 
parts, "Evidence From History' 
“Evidence From Science.” 
the book has been obtainable only at a 
high price. It has been republished In 
pamphlet form.

Price, 30 cents.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,

62 Vesey St., New York.
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Side-Lights on 
Astronomy

BY SIMON NEWCOMB, LL.D.
Author of "Elements of Astronomy,” “As­

tronomy for Everybody,” etc.
Illustrated. Crown 8vo. Cloth, $2; 

postage, 20 cents.
The various chapters of this work have 

to do with the larger aspects of astron­
omy rather than with its minute, tech­
nical details. The book is designed to 
put before the reader the nature of the 
big problems which excite the curiosity 
of the ordinary man as much as that 
of the scientist How large is the uni­
verse? Has it any definite bounds? How 
long will it last? What is the origin of 
the sun’s heat and light and what be­
comes of all the energy which it contin­
ually radiates into space? These are 
some of the questions which Professor 
Newcomb discusses in the light of the 
best knowledge obtainable. The book is 
written with the enthusiasm of the sci­
entific investigator, which it communi­
cates to the reader, but it is perfectly 
sane in its speculations and devoid of 
technical obscurity. It tells what astron­
omers are doing, and in a general way 
describes their methods. As a whole, the 
book gives much easily assimilated infor­
mation, and particularly impresses the 
reader with the grandeur of astronomical 
Ideas. Professor Newcomb is a very 
great scientific authority, and his style 
Is that of an accomplished man of let­
ters.

Address The Truth Seeker.

THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COLLECTION

OP
FORMS AND CEREMONIES FOR 

THE USE OF LIBERALS

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED
CONTENTS:

Forms for Organization, 
Articles of Association, 

Demands of Liberalism, 
Thirteen Principles, 

Invocations,
Marriage Services, 

The Naming of infants, 
Funeral Services, 

Funeral Services, Spiritualistic,
Obituary Notices, 

Thoughts on Life and Death, 
Epitaphs,

Sentiments and Toasts, 
How to Get up a Lecture, 

Freethought Readings.
While this is the title of a book for­

merly issued, the present edition is prac­
tically a new work. We have prepared 
it to meet the demand for something 
wh>h shall aid Liberals, on all occa­
sions, to do the proper thing, and par­
ticularly to provide funeral forms, so that 
Liberal's and Spiritualists may conduct 
these sad ceremonies without the assist­
ance of specially trained speakers and 
writers. We have omitted from this vol­
ume the bulky collection of hymns, since 
better ones, set to music, can be had in 
the “Cosmian Hymn Book,” and have 
added a great deal from the best litera­
ture of Freethought on tne subject of 
death, with several forms and addresses 
which have been used with much satis­
faction.

PRICE....................... 25 CENTS.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,

62 Vesey Street, New York City.
Formerly $10.00. Now $1.20.

God’s Protest
¿and

The Protestoi Israel
The continued demand for the poem 

“GOD’S PROTEST,” by Edmund De 
freyne, of which thousands of copies 
were distributed, has made necessary a 
reprint of that striking document It is 
issued now as a "broadside,” the size of 
a page of The Truth Seeker, and is 
backed with that other piece of sterling 
merit by Capt. W. E. P. French, “THE 
PROTEST OF ISRAEL,” which when 
published in The Truth Seeker caused 
an early exhaustion of the number in

The two poems are now to be had for 
fifteen cents per dozen.

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,
62 Vesey 8treet, New York, N. Y,

»♦»♦»♦♦»»»»♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦»♦♦♦♦♦♦♦f 
о CHILDREN’S CORNER FOR 

". Boys and Girls, <;
■ ► YOUNG AND OLD.

Edited by MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
Fall River, Mass.

“Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 

Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.”

A Devotee oí Sport»
Last week I was glad to see that The 

Truth Seeker mentioned, editorially, my 
friend Thaddeus S. White, the mile run­
ner. The Truth Seeker is a truly pro­
gressive newspaper, for all such newspa­
pers have printed White’s name many 
times within the last three months. The 
conservative Sun calls him a self-devel­
oped athlete; the New York Journal 
dubs him a “phenom,” and both are 
right.

You see, since sport is my religion, as 
Anarchy is Mr. Tucker’s and Socialism 
Upton Sinclair’s, I take this opportunity 
to jump in and talk about my hobby, and 
expect that it will be of supreme interest 
to everybody. (My father remarks that 
I have the advantage over some hobby­
ists, because, being young, I may out­
grow it)

It was in November, 1907, that Thad 
White began to grow famous by beating 
the national champion with a seventy 
yards handicap. He entered this race a 
novice, but followed his first victory with 
such brilliant performances that the 
sporting world soon recognized him as a 
coming champion. The New York Sun 
lists his victories as follows:

“At the 12th Regiment games White 
was the last man to run for the 23d Reg­
iment in the 2,400-yard relay race, which 
was won by that team. The two-mile re­
lay race for teams in the M. A. L. was 
also won by White’s, regiment in the 
games held by the 47th Regiment, and in 
the same meet White won the 1,000-yard 
from Guy Haskins with a 60-yard handi­
cap. A match relay race of two miles 
between teams from the 13th and 23d 
regiments, held at the inter-scholastic 
games in Brooklyn and won by the lat­
ter team, was another appearance made 
by White, and then he was matched to 
run with Guy Haskins in a special 1,000- 
yard race from scratch in the games held 
by the Pastime A. C. at Madison Square 
Garden. He succeeded in gaining second 
place, covering the distance in 2 min. 
23 1-5 sees. At the meet of the Boston 
A. A. on Feb. 1, White won the mile 
with a twenty-five-yard start on Jimmy 
Sullivan and ten yards on Cohen, Collins 
and Carr. At the Irish games White 
helped gain second place for the 23d 
Regiment, and then came out for the 
Martinique mile at the Columbia games, 
winning this scratch event in 4 min. 23 
2-5 secs., and coming within 1% secs, of 
the indoor record.”

Since this report White has won the 
mile run in the 23d regiment games, he 
being the scratch man this time, and 
other runners having from fifty to one 
hundred yards start on him; and was in­
strumental in the breaking of the 2,400- 
yard relay record by the 23d Regiment 
at the New York Athletic Club games at 
Madison Square Garden. I would like to 
see the Sunday school pupil, Y. M. C. A., 
or St. Francis Xavier that has anything 
on Thad White in the way of athletics.

In New Jersey, about twenty miles 
northwest of New York, there is a town 
called Closter. It’s not on the map yet, 
for Thad has been running only three 
months. This is where he learned to 
run. Thad told the Sim reporter that he 
had developed speed by running for the 
railroad train during his life as a com­
muter, but if anybody asked me I should

say that he began much earlier by chas­
ing the cows out of the corn and the 
chickens out of the strawberry patch.

Besides Thad, there are a few other 
young fellows in Closter who help him 
run a baseball team, which has made the 
name of Closter “feared and respected” 
by the towns in its vicinity that boast of 
ball teams.

But even though an honor to the town 
as a baseball star, Closter did not feel 
that it could admit to its select social 

I circle this ungodly young athlete, who 
honored no church by his presence, and, 
worse than that, indulged in his worldly 
sports on the Lord’s day.

Once the town preacher was shocked 
and grieved to find this impious youth 
fishing on Sunday, but when he men­
tioned thè incident to his congregation, 
many of thè good people volunteered 
that they had seen White at different 
times chopping wood, playing baseball 
or tennis, or swimming in the creek on 
this, the sacred day. That finished Thad; 
he was an undesirable citizen.

Matters stood that-way when the win­
ter of nineteen hundred seven came and 
brought Christmas with it. As a Christ­
mas gift one of the local- farmers re­
ceived a New York newspaper from his 
city cousin. He looked through the pa­
per, wondering what it was all about, till 
his eye caught the word “Closter.” He 
looked closer and discovered another fa­
miliar name, “Thaddeus S. White.” He 
tad his wife read him the article; then 
he went down town and told the störe 
how Whitie had beaten the “champeen 
of these United Stãtès,” and wound up 
with the remark that he had always 
thought Thad White was a fine young 
man. This man and others who wished 
now to take this stand found It easy to 
justify their position, for Thad is a fel­
low with a fine disposition, excellent 
character, and faultless habits, with the 
one exception of not attending church, 
and it was easy now to overlook this 
minor fault of one who had caused the 
name of Closter to be printed in a New 
York newspaper.

Next time Thad had occasion to go to 
Closter town he found all the youngsters 
running up and down the main street, 
practicing for the mile, or sprinting 
around tracks laid out in the cow pas­
ture, and the folks he met would stop 
him and shake his hand and say, “Mighty 
souls! what a runner you be, Whitie”!

EUGENE L. MACDONALD.

The History of Forks.
The inclosed clipping gives us another 

evidence of the ignorance and prejudice 
of certain people during the “Dark Ages” 
of the Roman Christian dispensation.

W. H. RINEHART.
Constantinople, in Turkey, is said to 

have been the place where the fork or­
iginated. In 1095 it appeared in Venice 
at a wedding feast, where the first to use 
it was a woman. It was at the wedding 
of Don Pietro, Oricola Argllo, son of the 
Doge of Venice, to a princess of the im­
perial house of Byzance. She it was who, 
at the table, used a small gold fork to 
convey the food from her plate to her 
mouth, instead of spoons and fingers. 
The bridegroom, delighted at the inno­
vation, soon had a large stock of gold 
forks made for his own use and that of 
other members of the family. The style 
spread, until after a few months there 
was not a patrician in Venice who did 
not employ a fork at his meals.

Although the fork was introduced into 
France 212 years later, its popularity 
among Europeans was of slow growth. 
Perhaps one reason for the delay in its 
general adoption was the strenuous op­
position of the Roman Catholic clergy. 
From the twelfth until the sixteenth cen­
tury the Papacy frowned upon the fork, 
and strictly forbade its use by the clergy 

and in all ecclesiastical establishments, 
such as monasteries, convents and sem­
inaries. One is puzzled as to the reason 
for such oppositibn. One authority gives 
it that the fork at tilat time too closely 
resembled the double pronged spear with 
which His Satanic Majesty and his myr­
midons have from time immemorial been 
pictorially represented. Then, again, the 
fact that its invention originated in Con­
stantinople was sufficient to prejudice the 
Papacy against the table fork. At any 
rate, it was not until the beginning Of 
the seventeenth century that the bail bn 
the use of forks in convents and monas­
teries was finally removed.—What tö Eàt.

Endless Book-making;
“Of making books there is no end,”

An ancient bard thus spoke
And, drifting in the moving trend,

He forthwith made a book:
And still the literary feast 

Swells as it did of old
Until its volumes have increased

A hundred million fold.
Good books and bad books,
Wise books and fool books, 
Gay books and sad books

And best of all are school books.

We now have books of every kind,.
The bookshelf is our friend;

Beloved companions here we find
And pleasures without end;

The claims of magi, too, are here,
Who with strange mythic tales

Rule nations by the hope’ and fear
Of ghostly joys or wails:

False books and true books, 
Play books and troll books, 
Old books and new books

And sometime dreaded school books.

In stories many lives we live
And fly to many climes,

While poems vivid transport give
With fancies clad in rhymes;

Geometry brings -eager zest,
Astronomy is grand,

And Language—every thought is dressed 
By Ker ingenious hand.

Sane books ana mad books, 
Tame books and droll books, 
Stern books and glad books

And long-remembered school books,

All honor to the sciences,
The pen, the printing press,

The manifold appliances
That publishers possess;

And honor to the endless line
Of books of every grade,

The plain, the fine, the superfine,
In many a diverse shade.

Sound books and light books,
Fierce books and cool books,

Dull books and bright books
And well-beloved school books.

M. C. COOMER.

A Boy of Old Egypt.
That the American child is not the 

original type of irreverence toward pa­
rental dignity is proved by Dr. Grenfell’s 
readings from the ancient papyri, in 
which occurs a sarcastic letter addressed 
by a bad boy of fourteen to his father 
between the second and third centuries 
B. C. The father was going to Alexan­
dria and refused to take his son with 
him. “This is a fine thing,” the lad 
wrote. “If you won’t take me to Alex­
andria I won’t write you a letter or speak 
to you or say good-by to you.” He also 
threatened not to eat or drink and wound 
up with a very modern boyish exclama­
tion: “There now!”

His Lie Only a Tiny One.
A woman had charge of her small 

nephew while his mother went shopping 
and jn the forenoon she was horrified to 
catch him in a prevarication and to fur­
thermore discover that her expression of 
disapproval failed to make the slightest 
Impression on him.

“James,” she said, in awful tones, reg-, 
istering a mental vow to take her aistep 
to task for raising her child with pp re­
gard for the truth, “Do you realize уоц 
have told a lie?” “Yes’m,” replied Ддщец 
indifferently gazing at her with a cher­
ubic expression. “J don’t believe you цгс 
sorry one hit, James. Have you never 
heard qf Ananias and Sapphlra?”
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James had not, and hfs aunt began to 
think she had indeed fallen on a Godless 
household.

She told the story of the mendacious 
couple with emphasis and after a dra­
matic pause she said: "You see, James, 
you deserve punishment, not for the de­
gree of the lie, but because you have told 
an untruth.” “Should I be punished for 
telling a teeny lie, Aunt?” “Yes, james." 
James looked at her pityingly, and said 
solemnly, “Auntie, what’ll God do to you 
for telling me such a yarn as that Ana­
nias and Sapphira jolly?”

Spring»
Now fades the last long streak of snow 

Now burgeons every maze of quick 
About the flowering squares, and thick 

By ashen roots the violets blow.
Now rings the woodland loud and long, 

The distance takes a lovelier hue, 
And drowned in yonder living blue

The lark becomes a sightless song.
Now dance the lights on lawn and lea, 

The flocks are whiter down the vale, 
And milkier every milky sail

On winding stream or distant sea;
Where now the seamew pipes, or dives 

In yonder greening gleam, and fly 
The happy birds, that change their sky

To build and brood; that live their lives

From land to land; and in my breast 
Spring wakens too; and my regret 
Becomes an April violet,

And buds, and blossoms like the rest.
—From Alfred Tennyson’s “In Memo- 

rían.”

A Kansas Girl’s Advice*
A Lincoln county girl writes this ad­

vice: “Why do-young men do so much 
loafing? Go to work. Push ahead! I 
am but a young girl, but I clothe myself 
and have money in the bank. I lay up 
more money every year than any young 
man within three miles of my home. 
When they get a dollar they go to a 
dance and go home a dollar out. I ad­
vise all girls to .cut clear of loafing boys. 
Stand by the boy who works, and never 
put your arm through the handle of a 
jug.”—Kansas City Star.

The Best Way,
This world is a difficult world, indeed,

And people are hard to suit,
And the man who plays on the violin

Is a bore to the man with a flute.
And I myself have often thought

How very much better ’twould be 
If every one of the folks I know

Would only agree with» me.
But since they will not, then the very 

best way
To make this world look bright

Is never to mind what people say,
But do what you think is right.

Their Best Guess*
From lesson papers of public school 

children:
“Stability is taking care of a stable.” 
“A mosquito is the child of black and 

white parents.”
“Monastery is the place for monsters.”
“Tocsin is something to do with get­

ting drunk.
“Expostulation is to have the small­

pox.”
"Cannibal is two brothers who killed 

each other in the Bible,"

A Monkey with Sense.
The youth who was smoking a cigarette 

near the monkey’s cage took another one 
from his pocket. “Would it do any 
harm," he asked, “if I should offer him 
one of those?” “Not a bit," responded 
the attendant “He wouldn't touch it. A 
monkey isn’t half as big a fool as it 
looks."—Chicago Tribuno.

One Thing She Knew*
The teacher asked, “Elsie, when do 

you say ‘Thank you’?" Elsie’s face light­
ed up, for that was the one thing she 
knew, and she confidently answered, 
“When wo have company.”—Chicagu 
Tribune.

An Epitome of the History of what 
the Roman Catholic church has done 
in the way of destroying» human life to 
preserve its dogmas.

Also what the Protestant church 
has done in the same direction.

And a. record of how both organ­
izations have opposed Science and

nous index.

destroyed scientists.

The Christian argument in sup­
port of chattel slavery, given from 
booRs by Christian ministers.

The contents of hundreds of vol­
umes condensed into one.

A hundred pages of pictures of 
the Inquisition’s instruments of tor­
ture, autos-da-fe, massacres, etc., 
some of the illustrations dating hacR 
to the 13th century.

The best booR of reference on 
this subject ever printed. Over six 
hundred pages of text, and a volumi-

Printed in the clearest of type, 
on fine supercalendered paper, hand­
somely bound in cloth.

Price, $2, postpaid.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.
62 Vesey St., New YorR.

Men, Women and
Gods

and Other Lectures
BY HELEN H. GARDENER

introduction by Robert G. Ingersoll
The first lecture gives the title to the 

book, the second is on “Vicarious Atone­
ment,” and the third on “Historical Facts 
and Theological Fictions.” All are keen, 
vigorous attacks on the Christian church 
forms of theology. Her leading purpose 
is to show that women, of all persons, 
should least support the Bible and the 
churches which hold it in reverence. The 
first lecture is a scathing denunciation 
of the Old Testament as the sum of all 
cruelty and brutality toward woman, and 
she makes up a startling strong case from 
the pages of the book itself. The second 
lecture arraigns vicarious atonement as 
an inexcusable injustice in itself, weak­
ening and corrupting in- its influence, like 
indiscriminate alms-giving, and points out 
that it is not peculiar to Christianity, 
but is found in some form in every re­
ligious system known in history. But the 
lecturer’s strongest work 
third lecture, where her 
show that our civilization 
based upon Christianity, 
Christian religion has especially not con­
tributed to the elevation of woman in any 
respect. In support ot her view she 
quotes largely from Sir Henry Maine, 
-bowing among other things that the po­
sition of woman in Roman law anil usage, 
before the introduction ot Christianity, 
was in advance of what it Is even now in 
some respects, and that the tendency of 
he canon (church) law was Invariably 

to force her back Into the degradation 
from which she had been rescued by a 
long and painful evolution. In this lec­
ture, too. she answers the question as 
to what she would substitute for the sanc­
tions of Christianity, and 
mor *

is done in the 
purpose is to 
is in no sense 
and that the

shows that 
rals are not at ail based In or depend­

ent upon religion, certainly not on Chris­
tianity. since the so-called “golden rule,” 
the highest principle of morality, ante­
dates Christianity a thousand years.

Cloth, $1. Paper, 50 cents
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 

¿2 Vesey St» New York.

Dr. Foote’s New Book.
THE HOME CYCLOPEDIA

Vapular Aeaical. social and Sexual Science.

Contains a tuli, plain, and easy reading 
I treatise on “Health and Diseases, with 
I Reeipes,” ail the average reader can 
I profitably learn of personal hygiene and 
I common diseases (including special, aep- 
! arate chapters for men and women); all 

right up to date, and fully illustrated with 
J hundreds of photoengravings and chromo 
I lithographs. Contains also the already 

popular “Hain Home Taik” about the re­
lation of the sexes and social customs In 
all ages and countries, with “original 
and startling” suggestions for social re­
forms; newly revised, enlarged, and well 

I illustrated. All is “heart to heart” plain 
home calk from a clear-thinking, plaln- 

! sneaking, liberal minded medical author 
I ut over forty years' experience. Nearly 
I a million and a half former books sold. A 
I curious book for curious people, and a 

sensible hook for every one. Answers 1,- 
001 delicate questions one would like to 
ask his regular physician and yet doesn’t 
want to.

1,248 pages, 400 illustrations (SO in col­
ors), 250 recipes. Price, cloth bound, 
mailed.

Address The Truth Seeker Company.

S. Laing’s Great Work
HUMAN ORIGINS

By Samuel Laing.

This is a work that goes back as near 
to the beginning of things as study can 
arrive, and traces man and his institu­
tions from their origins. It is in two 
parts, “Evidence From History” and 
“Evidence From Science.” Heretofore 
the book has been obtainable only at a 
high price. It has been republished in 
pamphlet form.

Price, 30 cents.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,

62 Vesey St., New York.
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MUSIC FOR LIBERALS AND SPIRITUALISTS.

COSMIAN HYMN BOOK
258 Hymns and Songs: Words and Music.

Complied by L. K. WASHBURN.

25 Hymns of Nature form the first section of the book. 38 Hymns of Humanity, 
the second section. 17 Hymns of Freedom, the third, with patriotic airs. 106 

Miscellaneous Songs, the fourth; then come 5 Doxologies, with familiar 
music. 14 Liberal Hymns occupy Beven pages, and 39 Children’s 

Hymns about forty pages. Hymns for Funerals appropriately 
close the collection, which is thoroughly indexed by sub­

jects and tunes.
IT IS A HYMN BOOK FOR FREETHOUGHT.

Music and song can be made to help Liberalism by adding attractiveness to 
our meetings, and in the house they are most useful to aid in teaching children, 
whose tenacious memories oftentimes cling closer to the words and meanings of 
the hymns they sing than to the instructions of the parents. If the youngsters sing 
at all, and most of them do, it is of the greatest importance that they have sen­
sible words as well as good tunes. The Cosmian Hymn Book supplies both.

PAPER COVERS.

Freethinker’s Catechism

One copy.............................. 50 cents
Three copies ......................................$1.25
Five copies............................................. 2.00
Ten copies.............................................3.50
Twenty copies ..................................... 5.00

From the French of
This work was first published in Ant­

werp, Belgium, In 1877. The author 
states, in a letter to the translator, that 
it had to appear in that country for the 
excellent reason that in those days there 
was no publisher in France who dared to 
undertake such a work.

Since then there has been a wonderful 
charge. The French government no 
longer eringes to the church. Monteil, 
who was imprisoned in his younger days 
for his book, “The History of an Ignoran­
tin Brother,” to-day occupies an honored 
position under that very government, be­
ing prefect of the Haute-Vienne at Li­
moges.

The Catechism created a sensation at 
the time of its appearance; the clergy 
were particularly infuriated at the bold 
opening declaration that “God is an ex­
pression,” and we can imagine their 
pious horror on meeting in another place 
the statement that Christ’s mother was 
reputed to he a woman of easy virtue. At-

EDGAR MONTEIL
tempts were made to introduce the work 
into some lay schools, and it is needless 
to say that this caused intense excite­
ment among the Catholics.

The present translation covers the en­
tire text of the original, but not all of the 
footnotes. As originally published in The 
Truth Seeker it was thought Impractica­
ble to give the footnotes in their en­
tirety, which is to be regretted, as they 
are uniformly interesting and back up 
the text. The author expressly states Id 
the preface, using the editorial "we:” 
“Our own merit really lies in our work 
of editing. The knowledge that our cate­
chism contains is simply the fruit of hard 
work—it is a compilation. The form 
alone is ours, and we venture to say 
that it would have certainly cost us far 
less time and far less work to write out 
ten volumes than to put it into these two 
hundred pages of compact questions and 
answers.

PRICE. PAPER. 35 CENTS.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.
62 Vesey Street, New York City

Riddle of the Universe
Al the Close of the nineteenth Centurv

By PROF. ERNST HAECKEL,
WITH PORTRAIT CF THE AUTHOR.

This is an English translation of Professor Haeckel’s magnificent work “Die Weltrath 
eel.’’ The main strength of the book lies in a terse and telling summary of scientific 
achievements of the nineteenth century in their relation “to the riddle of the universe.” Dr. 
Haeckel has a world-wide reputation, and it will be generally conceded that this, probably 
his last great work, is a supreme and masterly efiort.

Price, $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SÜEKER CO.

The Wonders of Life
A Popular Study of Biological Philosophy

A supplementary volume to “The Riddle of the Universe”

By ERNST HAECKEL
The enormous success attained by Pro­

fessor Haeckel’s earlier volume, “The 
Riddle of the Universe,” has led him to 
put forth another volume, which takes 
up in detail many biological questions 
only cursorily touched upon in the other

i work. The present volume is confined 
to the realm of organic science, and 
treats of “The Knowledge, Nature, Func­
tions, and History of Life." Professor 
Haeckel'S interesting and illuminating 

, writings need no comment.

Post 8vo, Ornamented Cloth, Gilt Top, $1.50, Postage II cents.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

Philosophy of Ingersoll

PAINE’S WORKS

Paine’s Political Works, including Common Sense, The 
Crisis, and Rights of Man. Cloth, $1.

Common Sense, Paine’s first work. Paper, 15 cents'
The Age of Reason. An Investigation of True and 

Fabulous Theology. Paper, 15 cents, or 8 for $1. Cloth, 
50 cents.

Paine’s Age of Reason. A Sumptuous and Artistic 
Presentation edition. Part I, reprinted from the first 
English edition (Paris, 1794). Part II., corrected by Con­
way’s standard edition. With Paine’s own account of his 
arrest in Paris. All the matter of the original edition 
will be found in this, and it contains matter previously 
unknown to any of Paine’s friends, editors or biogra­
phers, and the largest collection of portraits ever 
brought together. Photogravure Portrait from the Rom­
ney painting exhibited in London; also portrait from 
the Jarvis painting; from the Peale painting, known as 
the Bonneville portrait, representing Paine as a mem­
ber of the French Assembly, and a half-tone of the Peale 
painting. Large half-tones of the house presented to 
Paine, in which he lived in New Rochelle, and of the. 
monument and surroundings. Yorktown, Pa., scenes, and 
other illustrations. With Preface, Chronological Table, 
Notes, Index, etc. Printed on antique wove paper, large 
octavo, wide margins, gilt edge. Special cover design 
in colors. The finest and only accurate edition. Boxed, 
Postpaid, $2.

The Crisis. Containing numbers from I. to XVI. in­
clusive. Paper, 25 cents.

The Rights of Man. Paper, 25 cents. Cloth, 50 cents. 
Paine’s Theological Works. Cloth, $1.
Paine’s Life, with remarks on Comte and Rousseau. 

By Calvin Blanchard. Paper, 25 cents.
The Writings of Thomas Paine. Collected, edited and 

chronologically arranged by Moncure D. Conway, with 
portrait, notes, and historical introductions. In 4 vol­
umes, royal octavo, gilt tops. Set, $10. Sold separately. 
Per volume. $2.50.

Life of Thomas Paine. By Moncure D. Conway. In 
this work the life of the great Commoner of Mankind, 
founder of the Republic of the World, and emancipator 
of the human mind and heart, receives, for the first time, 
adequate treatment. In two volumes, royal octavo, gilt 
tops, uniform with the author’s edition of Paine’s Writ­
ings. Price. $5.

For all of the foregoing, Address
THE TRUTH SEEKER* CO., 

28 Lafayette Place, New York.

TO PLOW IS TO PRAY 
TO PLANT IS TO PROPHESY

AND THE HARVEST 
ANSWERS AND FULFILS

Selections from tbe lectures and writings oí

ROBERT О. INGERSOEL
With a Biographical Sketch of the Author

Edited and arranged by

VERE GOLDTHWAITE
Handsomely printed on Alexandra deckle-edge paper. Bound in heavy Bjornson 

boards, with buckram back and gilt top

Price, postpaid, $ 1.65. in flexible Spanish leather, Box ( d, $3.1

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 62 Vesey St., New York.

THE CRIMES OF PREACHERS
The seventh edition of this "Miserable, God-dishonoring” book, as one preacher 

called it, is now ready for delivery. The additions are so voluminous that the price 
has been increased to 35 cents.

“There is an increasing number of 
Doctors of Divinity in the United States 
who have committed crimes or immorali­
ties."—-Christian Advocate, New York, 
March 4, 1897.

“The number of ministerial crimes is rapidly increasing.”—Christian Advocate 
May 18,1899.

These statements of the Christian Ad­
vocate are true—too true, and pity, ’tis, 
*tls true.

Price of Crimes of Preachers, 35 cents per copy.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER
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Qems of Thought.
He Is wise to no purpose who is not 

wise to himself.—Isatin Proverb.

No pleasure Is comparable to the stand­
ing on the vantage ground of truth.— 
Bacon,

Men are often capable of greater 
things than they perform. They afe sent 
Into the world with bills of credit, and 
seldom draw to tnelr full extent.—Hor­
ace Walpole.

Paradise, and groves
Elysian, Fortunate Fields—like those nt 

old
Sought in the Atlantic Main—why should 

they be
A history only of departed things,
Or a mere fiction of what never was? 
For the discerning intellect of Man, 
When added to this goodly universe
In love and holy passion, shall find these 
A simple produce of the common day.

—Wordsworth.

In the world’s most crowded streets,
Often, in the din of strife.
There rises an unspeakable desire 
After the knowledge of our buried life, 
A thirst to spend our fire and restless 

force
In tracking out our true original course, 
A longing to inquire
Into the mystery of this heart which 

beats
So wild, so deep in us—to know
Whence our lives come and where they 

go.
—Matthew Arnold.

We have advanced to a period of the 
world when an idea without a people is 
as powerless as a general without an 
army. Where in the past it. required 
many centuries to incarnate the idea, 
henceforth we must look to the quick­
ened hearts of the million to realize it 
by their million eyes and hands * * * 
Cultivated thinkers are sometimes 
alarmed at the signs of intellectual and 
moral movement among the masses. 
Such signs are sometimes rude. The re­
hellion of a populace against ancient 
errors is apt to show itself in ridicule 
that, seems irreverent when not in a 
scorn that is bitter and biting. But, in 
truth, the fountain of tears is close to 
the fountain of laughter There is noth­
ing more healthy in the radicalism and 
scepticism of the people than their hu­
mor and laughter.—Moncure D. Conway.

Old Mothers.
I love old mothers—mothers with white 

hair,
And kindly eyes, and lips grown softly 

sweet
With murmured blessings over sleeping 

babes.
There is something in their qùret grace 
That speaks the calm of Sabbath after­

noons;
A knowledge in their deep, unfaltering 

eyes
That far outreaches all philosophy.
Time, with caressing touch, about them 

weaves
The silver-threaded fairy-shawl of age. 
While all the echoes of forgotten songs 
Seem joined to lend a sweetness to their 

speech.
Old mothers!—as they pass, one sees 

again
Old garden-walks, old roses and old loves. 
—Charles S. Ross, in December Century.

Are They?
I have an income, safe and sound, 
A house, a yard or two of ground;
Am healthy, temperate (fairly so). 

Feel never sick nor clammy ;
I should be happy here below. 

No doubt I am. But am I?

I’ve pals of various sorts who treat 
Me decently whene’er we meet; 
Theie’s Jones, with whom I often quaff 

The glu-aud-sodu fizzy;
He has a frank and merry luugh 

Seems white, acts white! But Is he?

There is a girl 1 mean to wed
Not very many weeks ahead;
She vows that when I am oppressed 

With goblin, spook, or banshee,
She’ll take my head upou her breast. 

And drive them off. But can she?

At intervals to church I walk. 
To hear the hopeful parson talk;
He says, to gild the colors dun 

Which cloud our earthly billet,
That Fute will furnish bettor fun 

lu Kingdom Come- But will It?
- A Francis Walker.

Not for Parsons.

Poet.

Adam couldn't have bee fl л pO^t, hr-
cause poets are born, not made.

Why He Shrank.—“Did yon ever try I
drowning your sorrow?"

“Nope; she’s stronger tliän 1 am, and I
besides, it would be murr —Honston

DTDT ТГ MVTTTQ AND THEIR PARALELLS-öißJLzILz 1*1 I 1 ITÖ* in OTHER RELIGIONS

BEING A

Compartan,* oí the Old and New Testament Mytlis and Miracles with 
those oí Heathen Nations of Antiquity.

CONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND Í1EAN1NG. WITH NUHEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS

The Two Ages of Man.—There are two 
periods in a man's life when he is unable I 
to understand women. One is before mar­
riage and the other after.—Harper's I 
Weekly,

Sure of Her Grounds-Mistress—"Jane, 
I sqw the milkman kiss you this morning. 
In the future I will take the milk in."

Jane—— “ 'T wouldn't be no use, mum. I 
He’s promised never to kiss anybody but 
me."—Illustrated Bits.

One of the BesL—"Your dead husband 
wor a good шоп," declared the sympa­
thetic Mrs. Casey to the bereaved widow.

"He wor!” exclaimed Mr». Murphy, 
dashing the tears from her eyes. “No 
two polacemin cud handle him."—Judge.

It Depended.—Two Irishmen met in the 
dark, when one said : "Hello, Pat. is 
this you or is it your brother?"

“What do von want?"
“If it is you, I want to borrow a dollar 

now.”
“It ain't me, by Jabers—it's me 

brother.”

Without Bias.—A house hunter, getting 
off a train at a suburban station, said to 
a boy: “My lad, I am looking for Mr. 
Smithson's new block of semi-detached 
cottages. How far are they from here’" 
“About twenty minutes’ walk.” the bey 
replied. “Twenty minutes?” exclaimed 
the house hunter. “Nonsense! The ad­
vertisement says five." “Well,” said the 
boy, “you can believe me or you can 
believe the advertisement; but I ain't 
tryin’ to make no sale.”—Argonaut.

The Finding of Moses.
"In Egypt’s land, contagious to the Nile, 
King Pharaoh’s daughter went to bathe 

in style.
She took her dip, then walked unto the 

land,
To dry her royal pelt she walked aion - 

the strand.
A bulrush tripped her, whereupon she 

saw
A smiling baby in a wad of straw.
She took it up, and said in accents mild, 
‘Tare and ages, girls, which av yea owns 

this child?’ ’’

A Double-Edged Compliment.—It wa¿ 
a wise young man who paused before hu 
answered the widow who had asked him 
to guess her age. “You must have some 
idea about it,” she said, with what was 
intended for an arch sidewise glance.

"I have several ideaa/’ he admitted, 
with a smile. “The only trouble is chat 
I hesitate whether to make you ten years 
younger on account of your looks or ten 
years older on account of your brains. '

Then, while the widow smiled and 
blushed, he took a graceful but speedy 
leave.—Youth’s Companion,

How It Warks.—Once there was a 
struggling young author who was blest 
with many friends, all of whom told him 
that he was the coming great writer of 
the country.

So one day a bright thought struck 
him, Ha said:

“I will publish my book, and all my 
friends who admire it so much will buy 
my book, and I will be richt’’

So ha printed his book.
And all of his friends waited for buu 

to send them autographed eopies of «- 
book.

And so his books were sold. as junk.
And ever after he didn’t have any 

frieuda—Success.
Usual Contrivance.—Mrs. De Fiat- 

Can you show me anything new in fold­
ing beds?

Dealer—Duly this, madam, and it really 
is quite a success. On arising in the 
moruiug you touch a spring and it turns 
luto a washstand and ihathtnh. After 
your bath you touch another spring and 
it becomes a dressing case with a 
French plate mirror. If you breakfast iu 
your room, a slight pressure will trans- 
form it iute qn eateasiuu table. After 
breakfast you press these three buttuos 
at mice and you have an upright piano- 
That's all it will do. except that when 
you die it cuu be changed into a rose­
wood coifiu.—Independent,

It I» a perfect Encyclopedia on the 
subjects treated, containing a vast 
amount of out-of-the-way knowledge not 
accessible to the majority of readers, 
and ali the objections to the dogmas of 
Christianity one Is likely to encounter, 
grouped onder appropriate heads. No 
anther has struck harder blows at the 
Christian religion. It is the most Import­
ant Biblical criticism that has ever ap­
peared, being the result of many years of 
study of the religions of antiquity. It Is 
thoroughly reliable, every fact being veri­
fied by copious cotes and authorities.

Cal. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL Mid: 
"This work demonstrates the tact that 
there is nothing new or original in Chris­
tianity: that its maxims, miracles, and 
mistakes. Its doctrines, sacraments, and 
сетятпеп i6^. ▼ 10 borrowed ¿ * bst Its
virgin mothers, miraculous babes, courier­
stars. crucifixions, resurrections, and as­
censions. were familiar things hundreds 
of years before the founder of Christian- 

■ I ty was born, it shows that all the ma­
chinery of the supernatural has Seen tn 

operatiow for countless genera­
tions: that alj the nations of antiquity 
had ibcu? the sarte reHInuw experience, 
—к MbetaatiaUy agreed as to tbe cor­
rectness of about tbs same mistakes, Ca­
tholicism aduiluistered on tbe Mttte of

Sixth Edition: Large ivo,

ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER, tt VESEY STREET. NEW YORK.

BOOKLETS
BY PARKER H. SERCOMBE

God’s Pr nei pai Jo*«*........................................................    .10
Our Invisibb King „е..................................... .10
Murdering Her Chiidrea (’and *мг other* j ... ...... ...................... ,10
I Am Faithful ta Ym» (and tor ethara).............................................  .10
How Knowledge Comm tats tfw World < and four *th«r*j .....................    ,10
The “Taik” Stag* a# ЭоссаМм ....................10

IN QUANTITIES
Any of the above by the Jow (oaMclodj ...............................................................   $1.00
a*y o# too above by iuuadred ...... ......0.00

Sent postpaid on receipt of price

To-Morrow Publishing Co.
136-1 41 E. 56tb St., CHICAGO, ILL.
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I Paganism, and appropriated most of the 
I property to Its own use. Christianity fur­

nished new steam for an old engine. Fa- 
I bles, like most other things, wear out 
I and have to be patched, glided, or re 
I placed.

"The author of ‘Bible Myths’ haa sue- 
I ceeded In showing that our Bible la not 
; the great central fire giving light to the 
’ world, but a collection of candles and 
! tapers and sparks borrowed by the 
! 'chosen people’ from those whom Je 
I bovah. according to the scriptures, had 

left in the darkness of nature.”
Rev. M. J. SAVAGE says: "To me, the 

volume is worth twenty times Its cost.“

THE BOSTON COMMONWEALTH 
says: “Here we have evidence upou evi­
dence that there is no myth, legend, su­
pernatural occurrence, doctrine, rite or 
ceremony recorded in the Bible which 

; cannot be paralleled In some ancient rec. 
i ord centuries older than the page on 

which tbe same thing is narrated iu the 
Hebrew and Christian scripturos. We 
confess we are curious as to how the 
orthodoxies of tbe Christian world will 
greet this book. We more iban suspect 
that they will not greet It at all, but will 
be content to pass it by In fearful silence.”

I pages. 13.50; half morocco.
M. 15

THE

Churches and Modern 
Thought

AN INQUIRY INTO THE GROUNDS
OF UNBELIEF AND AN APPEAL

FOR CANDOR.
By Philip Vivian.

This Is оде of the best books recent­
ly published. It 1» much less dry than 
many English rationalist hooks, and th« 
authorities used to support the conten­
tion of Freethought are tae best. Ths 
arguments of Agnosticism are very clear 
ly put. the inquiry Is searching, and Мл 
Vivføn states clearly the latest results 
of destructive criticism of ths Bible an I 
Christianity, and the latest assertion?, 
or proofs ns it may he, of science.

Popular Edition, 11.50 net.
Address THE TROTH SEEKER,

A Few Reasons for Doubting tne 

Inspiration of the Bible.
Paper, 10 cents.

BY BOBBKT G. 1NGU30LL
Addrew THE TRUTH SEEKER,
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News of the Week.
Former President Grover Cleveland 

was 71 years of age, Marcii 18.
Russia owes 8% milliards of rubles, or 

about $4,250,000,000, and must borrow 
more.

One hundred and fifty-one excise arrests 
were made in New York city last Sun­
day.

The Pension bill passed the House 
March 19, carrying an appropriation of 
$150,869,000.

Public Printer Stillings, who was sus­
pended by the President pending an in­
vestigation of his office, has tendered his 
resignation.

An invitation from the Mikado of-Japan 
to have the American battle fleet call at 
one of the Japanese ports has been ac­
cepted by this government.

A revolution was attempted and sup­
pressed in Hayti last week,- and it is 
said that about thirty of the insurgent 
leaders were taken out and shot.

The Rev. George A. Francis, Baptist, 
Elizabeth, N. J., is held under $2,000 bali 
for selling a house that did not belong 
to him and pocketing the money.

Kier Hardie, M.P., is to run against 
Lord Curzon for the lord rectorship of 
the University of Glasgow. He is the I 
first Socialist candidate for the place.

Attorney-General Bonaparte, America's I 
“foremost Catholic citizen,” is selling off 
his farms in Maryland. It is said that 
the financial depression has hurt Gen­
eral Bonaparte.

The latest device of the London suf­
fragettes is a kite, from which hangs 
a banner inscribed “Votes for Women.” 
It is kept flying over the houses of 
Parliament.

Abe Hummel, the New York lawyer 
who was sent to jail for a year for con­
spiracy in the Morse-Dodge divorce case, 
has served his term and was liberated 
March 19.

Government analyses of the so-called 
“soft drinks” retailed to teetotalers in 1 
England show that they contain from 2 
to 12 per cent of alcohol and are more 
intoxicating than beer.

The celebration in Berlin on March 18 
of the sixtieth anniversary of the Revo­
lution of March, 1848, by the Socialists 
ended in a street fight between the dem­
onstrators and the police.

As the wound in the arm of King Man­
uel of Portugal, received at the time his 
father and brother were assassinated, 
does not heal, the physicians say that the 
limb must be amputated.

Last week New York was further con­
nected with New Jersey by the comple­
tion of four railway tubes under the Hud­
son, and with Long Island by placing the 
last link in the new bridge at Blackwell’s 
Island.

The police of Chicago foiled the in­
tention of Emma Goldman to deliver a 
speech at a meeting, March 17, which 
was advertised as a dance. There was 
no disturbance except what the police 
caused.

Marshall Field & Co., the Chicago mer­
chants, have made the Young Men’s Chris­
tian Association a gift of $100,000. If the 
stories of the way this concern has bun­
coed the city of Chicago are true, the gift 
can be well afforded.

Mme. Anna Gould, formerly Countess 
de Castellane, is in New York with her 
three boys. She denies that she is to mar­
ry Boni’s cousin and late antagonist in a 
street fight, the Prince de Sagan, who 
has followed her to America.

The 17th of March was celebrated in 
New York this year by as many Jews as 
Irish, for the feast of Purim fell upon 
the day dedicated to St. Patríele Purim 
celebrates the day that the Jews were 
saved from massacre by Haman through 
the influence of Queen Esther as related 
in the biblical legend.

Representative Charles E. Littlefield of 
Maine has resigned from Congress, stat­
ing that the pay of $7,500 a year is too 
small. It is said he has been retained as 
counsel for the defense of C. W. Morse, 
the financier against whom civil and crim­
inal proceedings have been begun.

Because a deputy had spoken of them 
as “swinish louts” the reporters of the 
Prussian Reichstag went on strike last 
week and refused to do any more report­
ing until the offensive remark had been

withdrawn or the speaker reprimanded by 
authority. As a result of the strike there 
were no speeches.

In sentencing to death Harry Orchard, 
the self-confessed murderer of former 
Governor Steunenberg and others, Judge 
Wood at Caldwell, Idaho, March 18, said 
he believed that Orchard had told the 
truth as a witness against Haywood and 
Moyer, and suggested that the pardoning 
board commute the sentence to imprison­
ment.

The city tax assessors of Concord, N. 
H., have decided to tax such property of 
Mary Baker G. Eddy as escaped the taxa­
tion in 1907. also to tax the Glover trust 
fund of §125,000 in the hands of Frank G. 
Streeter, as trustee, which was establish­
ed for the benefit of Mrs. Eddy’s son, 
George W. Glover. The action will raise 
Mrs. Eddy’s taxes from $6,000 to about 
$12,000.

For his part in defeating the local op­
tion bill in New Jersey the parsons of 
the state threaten the political future of 
Governor Fort. The Rev. John L. Scud­
der of Jersey City has sent a letter to 
President Roosevelt warning him that 
if he selects Fort as vice-presidential 
candidate the Republican ticket will be 
“knifed” by incensed multitudes of vo­
ters.

Andrew Carnegie has sent to the Em­
peror of Germany a plaster cast of the 
great diplodocus in the Carnegie Museum 
in Pittsburg, Pa. The cast is shipped in 
sections which when put together will be 
70 feet long and 16 feet high. The diplo­
docus is defined as a dinosaur of the up­
per Jurassic of Colorado. The animal 
flourished some hundreds of thousands of 
years ago.

Bishop Charles Henry Fowler of the 
Methodist church, a resident of this city, 
died March 20, aged 71 years. Fowler’s 
business was principally that of promot­
ing and establishing missions abroad. He 
is the cleric who said during the presi­
dential canvass of 1896 that before he 
would vote for Bryan he would go to sea 
in a boat of stone, with sails of lead, oars 
of iron, the wrath of God for a gale, and 
hell for a port.

The Rev. Dr. Eliot White, the wealthy 
Socialistic minister of Worcester, Mass., 
who was arrested in connection with dis­
turbances arising from the police prevent­
ing an address on “Anarchy” by Alexan­
der Berkman, was fined $10 for disturb­
ing the peace. Dr. White’s offense con­
sisted in telling a crowd that Berkman 
ought to be allowed to speak. He did not 
appeal, but paid his fine. He remained 
in a cell over night.

Afflicted with religious mania and un­
der the delusion that he could enter 
heaven by leaping from his window, Wil­
liam Rooxtree of Brooklyn made several 
attempts, thwarted by the watchfulness 
of his family, to make his exit from this 
world in that manner. When the au­
thorities were appealed to for assist­
ance, it took four policemen and an am­
bulance surgeon to get the prayer-erazed 
Rooxtree to the hospital.

Lieut.-Gen. Smirnoff having accused 
Lieut-Gen. Foek of cowardice in his 
conduct with General Stoessel in the sur­
render of Port Arthur to the Japanese, 
he was challenged to mortal combat by 
Fock, and the meeting took place, with 
the consent of high officials, on March 
18. Fock wounded Smirnoff after four 
shots had been exchanged in the pres­
ence of many military men and friends 
of the principals, including ladies.

Infatuated by another woman of whom 
his wife was insanely jealous, George Wil­
loughby, a prominent business man and 
church worker of Milwaukee, Wis., 
chloroformed and shot Mrs. Willoughby 
in bed, March 19. Willoughby was a mem­
ber of the board of trustees and a teacher 
in the Sunday school class of the Park 
Place Methodist church. His intimacy 
with the woman about whom he quarreled 
with his wife dates back four years.

United States Senator William Pinkney 
Whyte of Maryland, the oldest member 
of the Senate, died in Baltimore on 
March 17, aged 83 years. United States 
Senator William James Bryan of Florida, 
the youngest member of the Senate, 
died at Washington, March 22, aged 31 
years. Six United States Senators have 
died within a year, the others being Mor­
gan and Pettus of Alabama, Proctor of 
Vermont, and Latimer of South Carolina.

The largest meeting of women in mod­
ern times was held in Albert Hall, Lon­
don, March 19, to demand the passage of 
the suffrage bill' by the House of Com­
mons. Suffragette prisoners were re­
leased ¿or the occasion, and Mrs. Pank- 
hurst came from jail to the meeting. 

There were on the platform about one 
hundred women who had served terms 
for agitating for suffrage. The meeting 
subscribed $33,000 to the campaign 
fund.

The federal grand jury at San Juan, 
Porto Rico, has found an indictment 
against two priests, Fathers Janices and 
Vega, the editors of the Ideal Católico, 
for publishing an article which asserted 
that marriages celebrated by judges con­
stitute a state of concubinage and that 
the children of such marriages are il­
legitimate. The jury declares that the 
article is an insult to women who pre­
fer a civil marriage to that of the Cath­
olic church. In the indictment the jury 
describes the article as obscene and 
lascivious.

The executive council of one hundred 
of the New York State Association Op­
posed to the Extension of the Suffrage to 
Women, hold a special meeting on Thurs­
day, March 26, in this city. The discus­
sion will be behind closed doors, but it 
is rumored that no part of it will be de­
voted to schemes for the discomfiture of 
the Woman’s Progressive Suffrage Union. 
The “Antis” think that the “shocking un­
womanliness” of the militant methods of 
the suffragettes is in itself so potent an 
argument against the desirability of grant­
ing to them the boon they crave that it 
is hardly worth while to waste ammuni­
tion in that quarter. It is their purpose 
therefore to concentrate their strength 
upon downing the conservative suffragists, 
under the leadership of Mrs. Carrie Chap­
man Catt, and the more radical League 
for Self-Supporting Women, of which 
Mrs. Harriet Stanton Blatch is president.

Lectures and Meetings.
The Sunrise Club.—The Ninth Dinner 

of the season will take place Monday 
evening, March 30, at the Cafe Boulevard, 
Tenth street and Second avenue, at 6.45 
o’clock. Topic for after-dinner discus­
eion: “The Literats,” or “What Is It
Going To Be?” The opening speaker 
is Michael Monahan, Editor of “The 
Papyrus.” Dinner, 75 cents. Please 
notify the Secretary if you are coming. 
Edwin C. Walker, 244 West 143d street, 
New York.

The Manhattan Liberal Club. Meetings 
open to the public every Friday evening 
at Mott Hall, 64 Madison avenue, oppo­
site Madison Square Garden.
March 27.—“Woman’s Part.” By Abby 

Hedge Coryell.
Liberty Congregation. John Russell 

Coryell speaks Sunday mornings at 11 
o’clock in Lyric Hall, Sixth avenue, near 
Forty-second street, New York.

The Brooklyn Philosophical Associa­
tion meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 
o’clock in Long Island Business College, 
So. Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues, Brooklyn.
March 29.—“The Progress of Women.” 

By Lydia Kingsmill Commander.
Liberal Art Society. Mr. Platon 

Brounoff, director. Meets at Terrace Ly­
ceum, 206 East Broadway, Friday even­
ings at 8 o’clock.
Mar. 27.—"Is Marriage a Business or a 

Moral Institution?” By Robert C. 
Mason.
Advanced Thought Lectures. By Henry 

Frank, Sunday mornings at 11 o’clock, 
in Lotus Hall, 115 West 79th street, near 
Columbus avenue.
March 29.—“The Ethics of Socialism.” 
April 5.—“The Religion of Socialism.” 
April 12.—“How Would Jesus Feed Five 

Thousand To-day?”
April 19.—"The Fool Who Says There 

Is No God, and the Wise Man Who 
Makes One.”
The Harlem Liberal Alliance meets Fri­

day evenings at 8:30, in Fraternity 
at 100 West 116th street.
March 27.—"Anarchism and Life.” By 

A. Isaak.
The Friendship Liberal League of 

Philadelphia holds meetings every Sun­
day afternoon at 2.30 and Sunday even­
ing at 7.30, at 715 North Broad street.

The Washington Secular League holds 
meetings open to the public Sunday after­
noons at 3 o’clock In Pythian Temple. 
1012 Ninth street, N. W.
March 29.—“Moral Effects of Immigra­

tion." By Maj. James A. Clark.
April 5.—“The Forest and the General 

Welfare.” By Prof. Thos. Й. Will.
April 12.—“The New Penology.” By Dr. 

Rabbi Abram Simon.
April 19.—“Giordano Bruno.” By Prof. 

H. 0. Kirk.
April 26.—“Are the Laws of Nature Ben­

eficial?” By Dr. Alexander Kent.

The Boston F reethought Society 
meets In il.e Paine Memorial lia.I. 
Appleton street, on Sunday, at 3 P. M. 
J. P. Bland is resident speaker. The 
Truth Seeker tor sale at the door.

Omaha Philosophical Society meets 
every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock, 
Room 3, third lloor, Rohrbough Bldg., 
Nineteenth and Farnam sts., Omaha. 
Neb.

Soe New Pamphlets
The following fresh pamphlets and 

tracts are offered for sale by The Truth 
Seeker:

INGERSOLL AND PAINE. Two pa­
pers, on America’s Greatest Orator (In­
gersoll) and A Square Deal (Paine). By 
Marilla M. Ricker. Three portraits, four 
pictures. Price 10 cents.

MESSIAH, MAN OR MYTH. Or the 
Evidences of the Existence of Jesus 
Christ. By W. A. Croffut, Ph. D. Price, 
5 cents.

THE MORALS OF PAGANS. Showing 
that the Heathen Code was as good as 
the Christian. By W. A. Croffut, Ph. D.

THE CELESTIAL WILDERNESS. An 
Astronomical interpretation of biblical 
texts. By Geo. M. Jarvis. Price 10 
cents.

THE ORIENTAL KING’S DREAM. As­
tronomical explanation of Nebuchadnez­
zar’s dream. With other interpretations. 
By Geo. M. Jarvis. Price 10 cents.

Sent from the Truth Seeker office on 
receipt of price.

Self-Contradictions of 
the Bible.

144 Propositions embodying the most pal­
pable and striking self-contradic­

tions of the Bible. With 
a Summary.

COMPILED BY W. H. BURR.
Paper, 15 cents.

ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER.

THE R. P. A. ANNUAL
FORMERLY THE

-AGNOSTIC ANNUAL-
AND ETHICAL REVIEW

1908
CONTENTS.

THE HOME LIFE OF THOMAS HENRY 
HUXLEY ........Hon. John Collier 

THE LESSON OF EVOLUTION ......
...................................................Joseph McCabe 

HOW I BECAME AN AGNOSTIC .. ..
.. .. ..- ............R. Blatchford 

SONG OF A WEARY WORLD ...... 
.......„ ........Eden Phillpotts. 
AN ADDRESS TO LIBERAL THEOLO­

GIANS ............................... Alfred W. Benn
REMINISCENCES OF BRADLAUGH ..
.......... John M. Robertson, M.P. 

THE EDUCATIONAL FUTURE................
.................. F. J. Gould 

THE MESSAGE OF POSITIVISM .. ..
........,......................... S. H. Swinny

SOME ETHICS AND A MORAL ......
................ Leonard Huxley 

THE PESSIMISM OF THE CLERGY ..
.....................................Adams Gowans White 

MODERN BROAD CHURCHMANSHIP .
............Rev. A. W. Hutton 

SUNDAY SERMONS AND SUNDAY
SPORTS..................M. M. Mangasarlan

THE BRIDGE-BUILDERS: A POEM ..
,............... Harrold Johnson. 

LINNEUS AND DARWIN: A NOTE
.......................................Prof. Ernst Haeckel 

Price 25 cents.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,

62 Vesey street, New Ye*k.

Swedenborg’s "Heaven and Hell, From 
Things Heard and Seen.’’. A sensible 
heaven, an Inevitable hell. Four hun­
dred pages. Doughty’s “The Secret of 
The Bible,” explains why misunderstood, 
gives law of Interpretation. Two hun­
dred eighty pages. Both books postpaid 
for forty cents In stamps. Pastor Lan- 
denberger, Windsor Placr Çv. Louis, Mo, 
16t59

OUT OF PRINT BOOK WANTED.
A Prisoner for Blasphemy, by G. W. 

Foote. Any person having a copy of this 
work, and being willing to part with it, 
will please communicate with The Truth 
Seeker, 62 Vesey street. New York, nam­
ing price wanted for the book.
8tl2


