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WHO ARE THE PEOPLE?

Not the Rich Nor the Rude, but a Considerate
Class of Independent Thinkers.

As last year, Prof. Franklin H. Giddings of
Columbia University is delivering a course of
lectures at Cooper Union, the first of which was
given Tuesday evening, November- 12. lie waa
introduced to the audience by Prof. Charles
Sprague Smith, the superintendent of the Cooper
tJniOn iectlreS, afe one of the most earnest and
th6fough-gbing students of the subject of Sociol-
ogy and a fearless interpreter Of trlat which he
finds, or thinks he finds, to be the truth. Pro-
fessor Giddings spoke as follows on the subject
“The American Stock™”.

The Meaning of the Word “People.”

Who and what are the American people?
There are two ways in which we can use this
word people; there are two very definite mean-
ings that this word has. Usually we mean by it
simply the American population, that is to say,
the whole number of human beings living within
the territorial limits of the United States—about
eighty-five millions at the present time; but to
talk about the American people in this sense,
while very interesting indeed to some individuals,
especially to some students, is to talk about
something that has no very great interest to the
majority of us, but when we turn to the other
meaning of the word people, we instantly find
Ourselves dealing with something that not only
awakens all the interest that men can feel in
anything, but frequently arouses very deep feel-
ing, ev'en passion, for it is a subject that is not
unaccompanied by prejudice.

Turning,- then, at once to that second meaning
of the word people, we find that we are think-
ing of this population as having plans, purposes
in life, as being organized in all sorts of ways
and for all sorts of achievements, as being alive
with feeling and thought and will, as being in-
tent upon achieving here in the United States
some fine and great destiny. That, again, is
rather general, it sounds well to talk of the peo-
ple in this way, but when we begin to ask our-
selves exactly what we mean by all these things,
the thought, the feeling, the will, the purpose,
the organization of the people, we find that they
open up a very large subject indeed.

Probably more than one-half of all the human
beings constituting this American population un-
derstand by the term “people,” not the WHOLE
population at all. They understand by it a part
of the population, and besides they do not all
understand the same part. | take up the papers
of the Socialists, and the papers of the trade
unionists, and the papers representing various
other aspects of what is called the working class
interests, and | find that those papers always
mean bv the people, not the whole population
of the United States at all, but merely the wage-
earning class. Aud then | pick up the papers
of the great agricultural population, of the
middle classes and of the South, a population
that is in the wage-earning class, a population

that for the most part owns land, actually culti-
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| say, then, that PEOPLE consist of those
human beings dwelling in the same country or
region who are on the whole so much in sym-
pathy one with another, whose interests are on
the whole so much alike and who are so capable
of understanding one another, that they can and
do work together year after vear and genera-
tion after generation to achieve a common suc-
cess. That | believe to be the idea of a people
in the best sense of the word.
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| but whenever they undertake to do so, they
either ail themselves or help others to fail, and
the trouble is they never see the other man’s
point of view; that is what is at the bottom of
the conduct of rude people.

Tolerant and Independent Thinkers.

Who, then, are the people BETWEEN these
two classes? the one class being the lofty Arabs
who think themselves so superior, and the other
class the rude who think they must assert, their
independence.

I shall use one word to describe them; the
people who are the considerate; they are those
human beings who can think not only for them-
selves, but can understand others and see the
other man’s point of view and work together to
achieve something. Now, it takes TIME to
create a people in this sense of the word, just as
it takes time to create any great and beautiful
thing in nature. You cannot produce the beauti-
ful colorings of the finest plants and flowers, you

middle class; of the economic class, we mean a | cannot produce the glory of the California red-
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wood in a year or in a score of years; such things
have to grow, and likewise a people has to
GROW. You cannot bring together in a great
country millions of human beings and have them
struggle together for bread and butter, have them
fight with one another for their rights, have
them cast this way and cast that way by all man-
ner of misunderstandings, and yet have them
gradually brought together, until they under-
stand each other, until they feel with one an-
other every great wrong and stand for every
great right, until they are ready to stand shoulder
to shoulder in the working for their common in-
terests. You cannot do all of that in a year or
generation, it takes time, and we have been work-
Ing at that now for over a hundred years in
America and what have we got?
We have been bringing here for a hundred
ears all sorts and conditions of men. We have
een trying the experiment of republican gov-
ernment, we arc tr?/lng the experiment of a very
general educational system, and we are trying
what will become of the attempt to make them,
and as we say ASSIMILATE all of these differ-
ent elements of our population. And shall we
have as a result a combination of these two ideas
of a people that | have put before you? shall we
identify the people in this sense of those who
understand one another and can work together
with the entire population, or shall we go on
eneration after generation making here two or
three peoples, a working-class people, an agricul-
tural-class people, and a property-owning and ar-
rogant people, and if so, what will the outcome
be? Now | happen to entertain the rather beau-
tiful belief that as a matter of fact we arc very
probable to create here in America a people of
whom it can be said more truly than of any
other people that ever lived in this world, it Is
composed of those who understand each other,
those who are considerate one of another, can feel
for each other and work together, and of whom
ft can also be said this people is the entire popu-
lation, it is not a class. That may seem to you
like a very optimistic belief; perhaps I am en-
tirely mistaken in holding it, but such as it is
I am going to define it, such as it is I am going
to try to explain it to you and you will accept
it or reject it as seems to you best.

Sources of the American Stock.

Let us then go back to the beginning of the
process, to the first stages of that growth
through which we have been becoming a people.
It is a very common idea all through the Uni-
ted States that the AMERICAN STOCK, so
called, came from one particular, small part of
the world at one particular time, had everything
its own way here for a hundred 6r a hundred
and fifty years, and that since a certain date, that
is to say about the year 1820 when the really great
immigration to America began, we have been
engaged in just diluting that old stock, watering
it and impairing the dividends, Now, that is a
rather mischievous interpretation of the matter.

The notion that the old American stock of
whom such beautiful things arc told came from
just one particular part of the world, in other
words from England from 1620 down to 1800—
that notion has actually NO historical basis. It
is one of the peculiar things about our Ameri-
can history that such a notion should have gotten
abroad at all; it indicates, I suppose, that the
English stock was a little more assertive, a little
more active in making itself felt everywhere, with
the result that it impressed upon older people and
the school children that it was pretty much the
whole thing.

The first white people here were not English
at all. The first people here were Spanish and
Portuguese, who came in rather large numbers
to Mexico, and the French and English came,
some of them lingering on here and some of them
lingering on parts of the continent which were
not parts of the United States when the consti-
tution was adopted but which have become parts
since, as Florida and California, and in those
parts where they did linger, where the Spaniards
stayed in considerable numbers, you can find
much to this day that is not English at all. Much
in ideas, in feelings, in wavs of doing things,
cannot be described as English, it is character-
istic of the so-called Latin race, of the qualities
of a more southern people with different inter-
pretations and a different character of mind.

And then the next to come here in considerable
numbers were, who? just English? not at all.
There was at that time a very considerable
French influence through all of that part of the
West that lies beyond the Mississippi. There
was a very strong French influence in Louisiana
and is to this day, and along the northern fron-
tiers of New York the influence of that people
was felt. Now, that old French influence is still
found; there are many parts of the United States
where the feeling, the sEirit of doing things is
Latin, is French more than it is English, and
we cannot ignore that fact when we are talking
about the old American stock because that was
a part of the old American stock.

And finally, when we come to the English,
so-called, there is something that we have prett
much overlooked when this subject is discussed,
who were the English? Well, the people who
lived on the island called England, but who
were they? Some people think they were the
Anglo-Saxons. The Anglo-Saxons were one of
four very distinct kinds of human beings that
had been blended, amalgamated, assimilated,
blended in the English people. I am not going to

take time to describe all of them, but there was
an old element there away back, not the blood
of Spain, which still can be seen in the west of
Ireland and Wales, not Anglo-Saxon at all, not
a drop of Anglo-Saxon character or blood in that
population. Then there was an element there
with the coloring more like the Saxon blond
with red hair; that element is one type of the
Irishman, the red-haired, gray eyed Irishman as
distinct from the blue-eyed, black-haired Irishman.
And then there was a Germanic element there,
there was an element that came in with the
Northmen, and all of that population there in
England was a promiscuous blood as far back as
the days of Queen Elizabeth and further back
than that, but there came a time when England
received from across the channel a.large immi-
gration that was destined to play an important
part in the destiny of the United States, a French
population. You know what happened in those
wars between England and France when the
Protestant Huguenots were unable to stay longer
in their own country, when they fled to Belgium,
Holland, Germany, everywhere; and those fugi-
tives were not the peasantry; many of them be-
longed to the nobility, many were manufacturers
and skilled artisans, and it was because of Eng-
land’s immigration of French Huguenots that
England succeeded in distancing all other coun-
tries of Europe in skill in manufactures and
trade. That French blood played a very large
Part in developing the best that was in the En%-

ish people, Now, those people mingled wit

the English, they intermarried with them, and in
all sections of England they gave new character
and new type of blood, and of the people who
came to the American colonies from England, a
very large portion came from sections where that
French Huguenot blood was felt.

And that is not all. Tt was not merely the
English who came to these shores; the French
Huguenots came directly from France; they came
here to New York. One of their largest settle-
ments was up here in New Rochelle, and they
went into Maryland and Delaware. Because of
religious persecutions they came to America in
large numbers and founded large settlements in
Pennsylvania and Delaware. They mixed with
the Germans of that region, so that the blood
was not pure German; it was mostly German,
but it had an admixture of the French Hugue-
not blood.

Our Frontier Defenders.

And there was another one different from all
of these, the Scotch-Irish, a very interesting
stock indeed. The Scotch-Irish became the great
frontiersmen all along the border of Maine, New
Hampshire, Vermont, northern New York, thence
down through western New York, Pennsylvania,
the Alleghany mountain regions, the Shenandoah
valley, and so on down into Georgia. The Scotch-
Irish were the men who stood between the old
settlements of these eastern colonies and the
hordes of Indians in the valleys, mountains and
plains beyond. The Scotch-Irish were our fron-
tier defenders; they were our most rugged type,
and they differed profoundly from the English
people in New England, from the Dutch people
of New Amsterdam, from the German people of
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Pennsylvania, and the Huguenots of the South;
and right here in this region that is now the
center, of the life of the eastern coast, here were
the Dutch, and across the river the community
of Swedes. Now, all of these people were here
in great numbers and differed in many respects
one from another, and any one of these people
have just as MUCH RIGHT to be regarded as
the old American stock as any other. The Eng-
lish did possess, unquestionably, a higher degree
of energy; they were more aggressive perhaps,
in some sense of the word more progressive than
the others. They did succeed, instead of any of
the others, in giving their LANGUAGE to the
entire domain within the boundaries of what is
now the United States. And they did succeed
in planting here their legal and political insti-
tutions; the French did not; the Spanish did not;
in a sense the Germans, Huguenots and Scotch-
Irish did not. | say in a sense, because our in-
?rt]itutions have in some degree been modified by
em.

Before the year 1820, when an entirely new
impulse was given to immigration, all of these
different’ elements | have been speaking of were
being MINGLED here. We speak of the prob-
lem of assimilation now, how it is necessary to
have all of these different nationalities made of
one type of mind, these nationalities that pour in
here year after year. If that were a new thinﬁ,
if it had never been DONE BEFORE we might
ask how is it to be possible? but it is a fact that
before the year 1820 we see that that has been
done here once. All these miscellaneous elements
were blending into the American people as it was
in the first years of the 19th century.

The American stock from the end of the revo-
lutionary war until the end of the war of 1812,
was, on the whole, a very homogeneous stock,
a stock singularly of one class. The elements
that came here in colonial days had been blended;
they had become one people. And now | want to
call your attention to something that.has resulted
from that fact. If we should take a list of the
great men of America, a list made up from some
source that was entirely™ unprejudiced, not made
up for our own purposes of this inquiry—sup-
pose we should take some encyclopedia and pick
out the names of those Americans that the editors
of that encyclopedia had thought worth men-
tioning—or take some encyclopedia or list made
by somebody besides ourselves and not preju-
diced by our own purpose—if we should take
some list of great Americans, and trace back to
their birth and ancestry, we would find either
they were born outside of America, as for in-
stance, Mr. Carl Schurz as a recent example, and
therefore not altogether products of American
life, or they were descended from that American
stock that had become perfectly blended. That
Is saying nothing at all to the prejudice of the
American-born children of foreign-born parents,
»t is merely emphasizing what | said at the be-
ginning, that there are certain growths or de-
velopments that take time; some works cannot
be accomplished in a day or a year or a genera-
tion as was instanced with reference to the Cali-
fornia redwood or other productions of nature.
Statistics will show that the so-called great men
of the United States were and are, as a rule,
descended from populations that have become
pretty well blended in their blood. You can find
all sorts of exceptions, you can find many ex-
ceptions, but I am not talking about the excep-
tions but the hundreds and thousands Of cases
wherein it is true.

O'ur policy has been to make this country an
asylum for the oppressed of all lands and a place
of equal opportunity for those of all lands who
had not had equal oEportunitieS, and they began
coming in here by hundreds of thousands, and
now much more. The result is that we have be-
come more and more a MIXED POPULATION,
as originally we were a mixed population, and
it will take time to brine out a new blending
of the people. | shall take the position in the
lectures that will follow, that we can see just as
mang evidences that this thing will hapOPen again
as that it did happen in the past, and that we
shall become from the various tyPes of experi-
ences and blood of the nations of the earth, a
people energetic, sympathetic, rich in ideas, and
representing a capability of working together as
one united body for the achievement of one great
destiny.
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MIRACLES DISPROVED.

BY CHARLES C. CATTELL.

We are often told wo cannot disprove the
miracles of Christ, but if our bishops worked
‘*even greater” there would be no reason why we
should attempt to disprove them. On the con-
trary we should say, Well done, thou faithful suc-
cessors to the poor but brilliant carpenter of the
olden times.

The abolition of pauperism and the relief of
suffering in all our vast populations, would be
hailed with applause from every Freethinker on
the earth. Unbelievers would cease to exist. As
Christians do not work such wonders, | think it
logical and fair to argue that either the words

uoted are not true or that there are none of
these people described in the text as “they that
believe in me.” It is quite a reasonable thing
to say that if the believers canno't do the “works”
there is good ground for disbelieving that their
ancestors did, because they are both equally
credited with the power of performing them. So
that if one is discredited, so may the other be.

The importance of our decision on 'this mat-
ter is plainly seen in the words of Dr. West-
cott: “The essence of Christianity lies in a mir-
acle; and if it can be shown that a miracle is
either impossible or incredible, all further inquiry
into the details of its history is superfluous in a
religious point of view” (Gospel of the Resur-
rection, p. 34).

According to this, the whole question of the
fundamental truth of Christianity may be settled
by showing that the feeding of the five thou-
sand story'ts “incredible.” Let us see whether it
Is incredible, as told by Luke’s version of it.

According to Luke %;(x) a party or picnic, or
an assemble)/ of some sort, numbering five thou-
sand men, besides women and children, at which
the usual and natural question arose about some
refreshments. After inquiry, it was found that
there were only fivie loaves and two fishes avail-
able. But they sat down on the grass, and were
waited upon by the disciples, and all were well
filled. Moreover, twelve baskets of fragments
remained,, after the feast was over. As to the
time this took place, we arc told that the da
began to wear away before the feast commenced,
and before evening arrived, they were all sent
away. TO divide these seven pieces of food
into 7,000 parts, and hand them round in the
manner described, would be a work of time.

| hold it utterly “incredible” that five loaves
and two fishes could be divided, and certainly
as incredible that so many persons could be
“well filled” by these infinitesimal portions,
which would require a microscope to see them,
and a very sensitive touch to feel them. To call
it a miracle or a wonder is not proof that such
an event ever happened. The only thing that
can be reasonably affirmed is that it is a miracle
in print.

But putting the matter otherwise, to get all
these thousands “well filled,” and 'have broken

ieces, crusts and bones, left, | estimate the
oaves at 1,000 Ibs. each, and the fishes at 2,500
Ibs. each, at least.

It is utterly incredible that loaves and fishes
of the size named were found in the place where
they were absolutely necessary to well fill all
the folks, especially as it is stated that the fish
were small and a lad had them in a basket.
Where the other baskets were obtained to put
the fragments in is not stated, so we may as-
sume that the boy’s one basket was added to
eleven others made out of that one. Either all
the food was magnified or the stomachs were
_cb(?ntracted to suit the occasion. Neither is cred-
ible.

Some young men were asked by an old divine
to believe the story as they did not know how
big the loaves were. He pointed to a hill, say-
ing, they might be as big as that! “Ah,” they
replied, “but where did he get the oven to hake
them?” Certainly any one believing such tales
must be only half-baked.

Pokesdown, Englail;]d.

Gladly will every truth-seeker change his con-
duct when convinced that it is wrong, for he
injures himself who abides in his error.- M A.
Antoninus.

Where there is money there is a way,

A PURE AND TRUE RELIGION.

There has been so much suffering and trouble,
and so many bad things done in the name and
under the guise of religion, under the mask of
piety and devotion, that thousands of honest
people have come to hate the name Religion;
yet in its purest and truest sense it is a necessity
—an element in the nature and constitution of
man. We need not fear and hate this word be-
cause in the past it has often been the synonym
of superstition and abominations of various
kinds; for such words as liberty, love, and justice
have also been monstrously perverted through
human ignorance.

In its true significance religion is the broadest,
deepest, highest philosoplhy of life ever known
to humanity; the best thing for Froducing men
and women after the best models of morality;
and no other word will fill its place. It is not
built on the precepts of any man or woman,
but on the eternal principles of truth. It is the
science of goodness and utility, showing you that
the salvation you must have from the conditions
called wrongs, errors, sins, must be outwrought
by and in your own nature; that it dwells in
true nobility of character, and consists in right
thinking, doing, living. It seems to each of us
personally, pleading with us to pay the price of
self-denial, improve our conditions and overcome
the impediments in our pathway to success.

There is no antagonism between our religion
and science, which is the methodical search for
truth; the correct, complete, comprehensive
statement of facts. Science recognizes the au-
thority of truth scientifically proved. It does
not prescribe ceremonials and rituals, yet it pro-
pounds definite doctrines and insists on ethical
rules. It asserts the supremacy of truth; and the
faith of science is trust in truth; the conviction
that it can be found, that it is redeemer.

Our religion is no fossilized system of faith.
In the realm of conduct it is practical righteous-
ness; in the realm of thought it is perfect truth-
fulness; and if we fail to utilize it for substantial
benefits we lose its very essence. It reaches for
hearts weary and sore from the conflicts of life
to comfort and strengthen them. It comes to
Us bringing a sweet benediction of peace and
love. It is the hope of the world; the ever-flow-
ing stream of eternal truth; the guiding star of
destiny. It teaches that death is as natural and
full of hope as birth. ] o

Viewed from the standpoints of availability,
etymology, familiarity and trustworthiness, there
is not in our language a substitute for Religion.
11 has reference to better things, binding us to the
higher, nobler existence which is desirable and
creditable for all. It contains facts, principles,
morals deep enough for the profound thinker and
simple enough for the superficial observer.

The power that pushes things forward in
ceaseless activity is within each person, strug-
gling against imperfect environments, to substi-
tute harmony for discord. Through imperfec-
tions constant approach is made to perfection or
harmony. Before the perfect the imperfect must
come.

Whatever opposes our individual desires or
oppresses us, we call evil; yet it may lead to ulti-
mate good in some way. Wrong-doing flourishes
because man is ignorant and imperfect; but the
brute, the savage is dying out of human nature,
and humane qualities taking their place.

A child looking at the hands on the dial of a
clock says they stand still; yet they sweep over
the hours, as the sun moves in the heaven.
Though the storm clouds be dark and gloomy,
the sun shines above them. In some beautiful
day when we know better how to live this earth-
IK life, in the light of knowledge, we will find
that happiness springs from doing right and
being’ good for the pleasure and satisfaction it
Frings.

True religion dwells in true nobility of char-
acter, built upon eternal principles. It teaches
the harmonious promotion of mankind. It feeds
the hungry souls with the bread of life; leads
the thirsty to livin'» fountains, and plucking
away the thorns, plants along our paths the
flowers of undying affection. We trust in its
application for the removal of crime, the refor-
mation of mankind and the uplifting of all who
receive and practice its teachings. A. H. N.
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A PRIEST REVEALS THE TRUTH.

The Independent has a contribution from *a
Catholic priest in good canonical standing” who
takes issue with the pope on "Modernism.” Inci-
dentally he lets out some facts which we should
infer Catholic priests were ignorant of from their
persistent denial of them.

The average Catholic writer who breaks into
print gives us to understand that the condition
of the church in this country, where the ecclesi-
astical and secular are divorced, is ideal, from the
Catholic point of view. The writer in the Inde-
pendent declares that "Roman theology,” which
Is Roman Catholicism, "maintains rigorously that
Christian doctrine absolutely demands union of
church and state, and it condemns outright and
without a dissenting voice separation of church
and state as an impious abuse.” Again, the aver-
age American priest disavows persecution and
the Inquisition on behalf of his church. The
priest who writes in the Independent, however,
alludes to “the days when the Inquisition, armed
with a Roman (papal) commission, deluged Eu-
rope with blood” and goes on to say that "Prot-
estant churches, it is true, have as bloody a rec-
ord as Catholicism in the matter of persecution;
but they have totally disavowed the right of tor-
turing the heretic or of denying him civil privi-
leges.” But "Roman theology and canon law
have not disavowed it. as could be proved by a

. thousand citations.” What this priest knows and

says the other priest must know also. He tells
the truth and they do not.

Another striking passage, in view of such his-
tor?/ as is furnished from Catholic sources, is the
following:

"W* have seen a Roman congregation deciding with
papal sanction in 1633 that the earth does not travel
i avund the son and that it is heresy to hold that It does.
We have seen the Roman Curia refusm%_for a hundred

nr-J nftj years to allow the vernacular Bible to be read
in Italy. ~We have seen masses ordered and the bre-
viary 1mposed, to commemorate miracles which are
preﬁpsterous frands. We have seen Pope Innocent VIII
n_his Summis desiderantes* of 1454 teachlnlg that
miscarriages. bad crops, and diseases of cattle were

causeu by witches, and the same pope appointing a

Oomiotcan monster as chief inquisitor to destroy these

covenanters with Satan, the result of whose apostolic

crusade was the slaughter of thousands of old women.

| From instances like these, the liberal Catholic concludes
that the decisions of Rome are to be rationally criti-
cised and its authority submitted to the fullest ex-
aminatacE which we can give,”

All such facts as these have been suppressed
bv Catholic writers heretofore, and we have been
willing at times to credit them with being igno-
rant of them. Such charitableness is no longer
possible. That is the significance of the article in
the Independent, which, while containing noth-
ing unfamiliar to Freethinkers, establishes the
fact that priests who deny that the church has
been the upholder of persecution and fraud have
every opportunity to know that they are lying
No wonder that "we see the church declinin
everywhere””; that "the countries which she stil
holds are not greatly to her credit,” while "the
nations she has lost lead the civilization of the
world.*

The report that a commission appointed by
the pope will revise the Bible is revived by the
arrival in Rome of Xbbot Gaspuet, president of
the English Benedictines, who is to undertake
the task. The Vulgate, or St. Jerome’s Latin
version of the Bible, is the version to be revised.
It is stated that "“the pope insists that the work
be done in the most scientific wav in order to
convince Catholics as well as non-Catholics that
this is a genuine attempt to discover the true
basis of the texts of St. Jerome.” The pope also
expects to produce the conviction that the church
does not fear scientific discussion of the Vulgate,
which of course it does not so long as it has the
revision of the discussion before it is published.
The church has always allowed discussion that
does not involve heretical propositions. What
the church does not aﬁprove and will not permit
Is FREE discussion, the exercise by every person
of the right to tell the truth as he sees it. Church
councils have fixed the canon and the interpre-
tation of the Bible, and no one may depart from
the decisions of these councils and remain a
Catholic. Such being the conditions under which
Catholic scholars must work, the value of the
proposed revision may be accurately Judged in
advance,
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What Is Jesus Worth to the World ?

The much-exaggerated man of Nazareth holds
the veneration of a large part of what is called
the civilized world. Why is this man held up
for reverence? What was there about him that
set him apart from other men and made him
different from his fellows?

For nearly two thousand years the name of
Jesus has been spoken with adoration. What is
the reason of it? Was Jesus distinguished for
any physical charm unshared by the race of men?
Was he endowed with mental gifts peculiar to
himself? Did he possess some power which so
far transcended that of all other beings that he
was looked upon as divine?

There is something in the story of his life to
show that he differed from other men. The words
which he spoke, other lips could utter, but the
deeds which he is said to have performed, are
of such a character that a human being would
be utterly incapable of doing them.

Now, did Jesus possess this power to perform
miracles? That is the vital question to be an-
swered? If he did not, what estimate shall we
put upon him? What is he worth to the world,
stripped of this so-called miraculous power?

Men and women would not venerate him as
a teacher, as a philosopher, as a preacher, un-
less they believed that he was able to raise the
dead, walk on water, still the tempest and feed
a multitude with a miracle. That is the secret
of the wondrous homage paid to this person.
He is reverenced not as a man, but as a god.

Let us begin at the beginning. Let us ask a
few questions. If Jesus had been naturally
born, would he be worth as much to the world?
Does not the story of the miraculous conception
of this person enrich his character and add glory
to his name? Had his father been a holy man
instead of a holy ghost, would he be venerated
as he now is? If the first chapter of the Gos-
pel of Matthew is a lie, every event in the life
of Jesus is doubtful. If the first part of the story
Is not true, the whole of it is shaky. The fact
Is this: The story of the conception of Jesus is
the foundation of his miraculous character.
Everything in his whole career is built upon that
narrative. If that is false it knocks the divine
spots out of Jesus. A god cannot be born man.

There is nothing divine in what is human. The
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greatness of mankind does not teach divinity.
No man’s nobility, no woman’s love, can endow
a babe with the attributes of a god. From man
only man can come. So it is necessary that
Jesus should have a heavenly father in order to
do the wondrous deeds recorded of him. He was
given such a father by the writer of the Gospel
of Matthew, but did this writer state the truth?
If he did not, then what is this story of the mi-
raculous origin of Jesus worth to the world?

If the heavens did not open, and God’s voice
was not heard, after Jesus was baptized in the
sacred waters of Jordan by John, is he worth as
much to the world? A person upon whom the

5.0theavens cast their benediction and to whom the

voice of God proclaimed his paternal relation,
would be looked upon as promising a greatness
and grandeur transcending mortal power and
glory. Now take away the divine halo surround-
ing this narrative and the simple baptism of a
simple peasant would move no breast to adora-
tion.

Take all the miracles away from the hands of
Jesus and would he be worth as much to the
world? That is what every Christian is called
upon to answer, and to answer according to the
enlightenment of the twentieth century. If all
of the wondrous things mentioned in the New
Testament as having been performed by Jesus
were never done by him, how much' is he worth
to mankind?

What did Jesus do as a man, not as a god, not
as a deified man, but just a plain man, that en-
titles him to be set apart from the human race?
An honest answer to that question determines
what he is worth to the world. L. K. W.

The Squabble in the Schools.

The storm raised by the reported announce-
ment by the New York Board of Education that
there will be no mention of Christ in the Christ-
mas exercises in the public schools this year
has not quieted down at this writing. The Board,
however, has explained. One member inter-
viewed by the press characterizes the distur-
bance as “much ado about nothing.” The
Board, he says, has not taken any official action
eliminating the name. of Christ, 'and, unfor-
tunately, does not intend to. Last February the
Board passed a resolution stating that “the as-
signment of essays upon religious topics should
he avoided, the singing of hymns or songs of a
sectarian or denominational character is disap-
proved, while Christmas exercises in which are
no allusions to any religious or sectarian doc-
trines, and which hav*e for their object the afford-
ing to the children respite from the monotony of
daily routine and the instilling into them of the
feeling of peace, good will and love, contain
nothing to which any religious denomination can
conscientiously object. Wherefore we decline
to recommend any order forbidding these exer-
cises.”

On November 28 the Board supplemented the
foregoing with this:

“And whereas since the adoption of said report there
has been an agitation to the effect that it was the
intention of this board that Christmas exercises be
forbidden in the public schools and that the Board
of Education had ordered the songs and song books
now in use in the schools to be altered’; and

“Whereas, It is desirable to place this board upon
record in order to correct any misapprehension as to its
object and intention in passing said resolutions; it is

“Resolved That this board did not intend by the pas-
sage of said resolutions to abolish Christmas exercises
as heretofore conducted in the public schools and does
not intend that the same shall be prohibited; and

further, this board has not directed changes in any
books or any songs; and further

“Resolved, That this board did not intend to formu-
late any particular or specific rules for the guidance
oi principals in the conduct of the Christmas exercises,
but necessarily left much to their good judgment.”

That is the last official utterance of the Board
up to date. Instructions to principals to omit

Christmas carols came from Frank R. Dix,
musical director of the public schools.

The discussion is carried on with much acri-
mony and lack of good sense. The D. A. R.
(“Daughters of the American Revolution”) have
adopted some silly resolutions which show that
they know nothing about the principle fought
for by their ancestors. They preamble thus:
“Whereas, This country was established in order
that its inhabitants might worship the Lord
Jesus Christ without let or hindrance,” etc.,
which is a total misconception of historical fact,
since the worship of Christ is nowhere specified
in either the Declaration of Independence or of
the Constitution. The American principle is that
citizens of the United States shall worship God
according to the dictates of their consciences,
and that they shall not be compelled to worship
according to the dictates of the exclusively Chris-
tian conscience.

A correspondent of Canon William Sheafe
Chase, the Williamsburg pftrsOn who fhféatéfia
the Board of Education with an injunction, pre-
tending to speak for the Jews, boasts that the
Israelites have *“abolished your silly Santa
Claus” and will force the public libraries to ex-
clude Shakespeare because of the “Merchant of
Venice,” and Scott’'s “lvanhoe,” where the Jew
is “held up to scorn as a money lender.” From
the tone of his letter, which might have emanat-
ed from some orthodox Jew, it may be inferred
that when the writer and his racial fellows get
Christianity out of the schools they will put
Judaism in, because, as he says, “Judaism is the
true religion.” If the two religions were to
strangle each other in the fight, humanity would
be the gainer.

American sympathy will certainly go out to
the blue-nose Judge Hanningtorj._of .St4 John, N.
B., who in opening his court the other day de-
clared that the action of the school board was a
“great calamity,” and warned Canadians against
a like course, “lest it bring down the ‘anger of
God.” Judge Hannington is obviously one of
those Old Testament Christians who implicitly
believe that nations are overtaken with the wrath
of Jehovah because of the offenses of their citi-
zens. The New Testament, to the contrary,
teaches, from the example of those On whom the '
tower of Siloam fell, that the innocent are as
likely to be punished as the guilty; and hence
our sins may be visited on Canada. The rela-
tions of the deity to man are so unfixed that it
IS never possible to foresee where the next bolt
will land, nor what will attract or avert it, or
whether it is sent as a punishment or a reminder,
or is simply a part of a “plan” too deep for hu-
man comprehension.

The ministers view with alarm the prospect
of having the youth of the land reared without
knowledge of the Christian religion. They talk
as though the schools were the only place where
such knowledge is to. be acquired. The mem-
bers of the school board who are attacked might
score against their clerical assailants by inquir-
ing what they conceive the function of the
churches to be if not to teach Christianity, and
whether, when they must call on the schools for
aid, it is not a sign that the churches lack the
blessing and approval of the deity which ought
to make them equal to the undertaking. The
churches of the country have a thousand mil-
lions’ worth of property all untaxed; they have
preachers to the number of one hundred and fifty
thousand; they enjoy all sorts of public recogni-
tion and gratuities and graft; one day of the
week is theirs as a law-created monopoly. The
President and Mr. Bryan and Mr. Fairbanks and
Governor-elect Fort of New Jersey, all say good
words for them. Mr. Taft is at their disposal on
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public occasions. These men and their kind
speak ten good words for religion to one for
education—ten for the church to one for the
schools; and yet the clergy cannot reach the
people with their gospel and must call upon the
schools for help to instil its “truths! We be-
lieve that if we could control the machinery and
enjoy all the privileges of the church, we could
make unbelievers of the people in the next gen-
eration, and would not ask that the pupils in
the public schools' be taught anything on the
.Subject whatever.

It is “up to” the state to say to the church
that all the help it will ever receive has been ex-
tended; that the church is of age and is hereby
given its time, and must henceforth support it-
self or perish.

>>

Religion and Children and Women.

The Christian Advocate uses the words “an
outrageous utterance” to characterize the ex-
pressed opinion of President Schneider of the Chi-
cago Board of -Education that “religion should
not be taught to anyone, in any form, until his
or her mind is mature.”

What can there be “outrageous” in a theory as
to the best time to introduce religion to the youth-
ful mind? What might be fitly termed out-
rageous is an utterance like this by the Rev. J.
Q. A. Henry, a Baptist minister of Los Angeles,

Cal., which religious papers reproduce with ap-
plause .

“Do not marry an irreligious woman. An infidel man
is bad enough, but an unbelieving woman is a curse
and a- scourﬂe_. Woman owes her emancipation and exal-
tation to Christianity, and a good wife will respect re-
ligion and accept Christ.”

The difference between the calm expression of
a ripened judgment by President Schneider and
the blatant mouthwork of the preacher is exact-
ly the difference between the dignified and the
outrageous. In support of his belief that religion
should not be taught to unmatured minds Presi-
dent Schneider may quote high scientific author-
ity and the opinions of students 6f the child mind;
while to maintain his assertion that “an unbe-
lieving woman is a curse and a scourge” the
preacher can cite the word of nobody except
other ministers who like himself hav*e no regard
for the truth.

President Schneider’s belief is wholly rational.
The truth of religious claims is held in doubt by
the most enlightened of men, and it does the
child a wrong to impress such claims upon it as
infallibly true before it has developed the ability
to judge for itself. The child does not compre-
hend what it is taught when the subject of in-
struction is religion. Its other lessons are illus-
trated with the objects talked about, and do not
have to be accepted on the unsupported word of
the teacher. The child has before it authentic
pictures of characters whose lives it studies. There
are no such pictures of religious personages nor
any history that is not in dispute. The religious
instructor argues, for example, that the child
must take the existence of foreign countries on
faith, and therefore the reality of heaven may be
accepted by it on the same authority. The cases
are pot parallel. There are maps of foreign coun-
tries, and children meet persons who have visited
them and returned—proofs that are wholly miss-
ing as regards that imagined place called heaven.
For a child to evince enough interest in its secu-
lar lessons to ask questions the answer to which
will remove its difficulties is deemed commend-
able, and the young inquirer is encouraged. On
the other hand if its questions about religion in-
dicate doubt the child is rebuked and silenced.
That is neither fair nor honest, and such instruc-
tion should be deferred until the pupil is old
enough to know that his instructor doesn’t know,

and that religion is a matter of faith and not of
knowledge.

The Rev. J. Q. A. Henry is not in the class of
men who can be answered by either argument or
demonstration. He is a clerical blackguard—
so evidently so that it would be almost an in-
sult to non-Christian wives to take up their de-
fense against his outrageous utterances. The sons
of unbelieving mothers and the husbands of un-
believing wives, are so far from assuming an
apologetic attitude, that they feel some pride in
their relation to women who are not the dupes of
superstition. The man with a religious wife is
inclined to be indulgent and to attribute her
piety to the fact that she is a woman. In the
one case it is a matter of mental composition,
in the other the accident of sex. Sex of course
Is an admirable quality in a wife, but it does not
constitute the intellectual companion. Neither
piety nor unbelief makes the wife; but other
things being equal the unbelieving woman—the
one who thinks more of her home than of her
church, who is better friends with her husband
than with her minister, who cares more for the
cultivation of her mind than for the future wel-
fare of any possible “soul” she may have to be
saved—will make the best wife for the man who
can appreciate what is admirable in a woman.

Secretary Reichwald Wins.

A Chicago dispatch of the 30th of November
announces that neither the Bible nor any other
book of a religious character will be introduced
as a text book in the Chicago public schools.

The project, says the dispatch, started by
members of the Chicago Women's Educational
Union passed into oblivion when the school man-
agement commission of the Board of Education
by unanimous, vote, 'Nov. 29, adopted the recom-
mendation of its sub-committee and tabled both
the resolutions by which the matter was brought
up for discussion. The sub-committee reported
the opinion that “the discussion, if continued,
might result in evoking distrust of the integrity
and nonsectarian character of the public schools
themselves.”

The most active opponents of the proposed
Bible reading in the Chicago schools have been
Secretary Reichwald of the American Secular
Union and his enthusiastic volunteer co-worker,
Mr. E. P. Peacock, who kept the Board of Edu-
cation well supplied with arguments based on
law and reason why religious instruction should
be excluded. Of course-, one defeat will not
quiet the fanatics who have been behind the
Bible-*in-the-schools movement, neither will one
victory throw their opponents off their guard.
Eternal vigilance is the price of holding what
IS gained.

The resolution by the Sunrise Club of New
York, at its meeting on the evening of November
25, might well be copied by all Liberal and liter-
ary associations:

“Whereas, The cause at liberty of thought has suf-
fered an irreparabhe loss in the death of Mr. Moncure
D. Conway, be it . . )

"Resolved, That the Sunrise Club voices the senti-
ments of all liberal thinkers, in expressing its profound
sense of loss at the demise of one whose life was de-
voted to breaking fetters, alike of the body and of the
mind.”

Offered by James F. Morton, Jr., and seconded
by Dr. Charles L. Andrews and several others,
the resolution was unanimously adopted. The
usefulness of Dr. Conway’s life is recognized by
thousands. He was an industrious writer, un-
surpassed in facility of expression, and his books
give pleasure as well as instruction. More, his
courage was without limit. He spoke his mint,
undeterred by what the conservative and re-
spectable might think or say of him and his

opinions. He ceased to be a Christian years ago»
He defended freedom of thought, and maintained
further that a man had the same right to his
own morals as to his own religion. Besides de-
livering hundreds of addresses and contributing
constantly to newspapers and magazines, he had
published books and pamphlets under as many
as three score titles. Only the more recent of
his works are in print. A few appreciative
readers have more or less complete collections
of them. Our libraries would be vastly en-
riched if these could be published. Dr. Conway
was a close friend of Mr. Andrew Carnegie, who
built a hall to his name on the Dickinson College
grounds. Mr. Carnegie might do the reading
public, ak well as the cause of peace and liberty,
a great service by financing an edition of Dr,
Conway’s collected writings.

On receiving a copy of “A Short History of
the Inquisition” Dr. W. A. Croffut of Washing-
ton wrote:

"Dear Macdonald; 1 thank you exceedingly for the
History of the Inquisition just at hand. It 1s bound to
be a power for good unto salvation for benighted multi-
tudes who do not know what devilish things have been
done by the church. | wish that a copy ot of your ad-
mirable summary could find its way Into every Carne-
gie library. What an illumination would result! This
book has been a heap of work and ought to bring
more than the paltry $2. You have done a work for
humanlty—P/ou and Walker and George. More power to
your elbow! ]

“Later: | send $2 extra for another copy, which I
jhan s-ire to the City (Carnegie) library here in Wash-
ington.”

We indulge the hope that the work here men-
tioned may be accepted as the most useful and
informing history of the Inquisition of its size
and cost yet published. It has no competitor in
English print except Lea’s four volume work,
which contains more than anybody needs to read
to get the facts, and. costs five times as much as
our Short History. Dr. Lea’s work, besides, is
conceded to be difficult reading—a complaint
which we do not expect to hear regarding ours.
In rhe pursuit of matter for the book, libraries
were searched and many volumes examined. We
do nor fear contradiction when we say that the
libraries contain nothing that ranks with the
work we have produced. One may find the facts
elsewhere, scattered here and there, but we hope
that our way of presenting them, and such com-
ments as we have thought they demanded, will
add something to the vjalue of the presentation,
especially from the point of view of the Free-
thinker. If the book can be placed in the libra-
ries, the hostility of the church cannot prevent
it from becoming the public’s favorite history of
the Inquisition, for people who frequent libraries
are not going to search a score of books when
they can find what they are after in one. All
orders for “A Short History of the Inquisition”
have been filled up to date, and we are prepared
for more.

*>>

An Opinion by Remsburg.

One of the most important contributions ever
made to Freethought literature, “A Short His-
tory of the Inquisition,” has just made its ap-
pearance. Readers of The Truth Seeker have
waited for this book long and patiently. Many
of them paid for it more than a year ago. But
their money has been drawing big interest, for
the work is well worth double what they paid
for it. The delay has been caused largely by
the work of procuring and preparing additional
matter, including a large portion of the one hun-
dred engravings which illustrate it. For the
book first promised, the publishers have given
their subscribers a newer one, a larger one, and
a better one. It is from the pens of Edwin'C.
Walker and George E. Macdonald, and this is a
sufficient guarantee that it is well written. The
paper, the typography and the binding are all
that can be desired. The Truth Seeker reader
who fails to purchase this book is cheating him-

self and wronging a deservingJ plEJbIFi{SEhI\%gBURG
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A Critical Review and Analysis of the Evideenc
of His Existence.

BY JOHN E. REMSBURG.

CHAPTER V. (Continued.)
The Ministry of Christ.

157
What city of Samaria did Jesus visit?
John: “Then cometh he to a city of Samaria
which is called Sychar” (iv, 5).

Samaria contained no city of this name. Bible
commentators believe that Shechem is intended.
158

What did his disciples say to him when about
to leave Bethany?

“Master, the Jews of late sought to stone
thee” (John xi, 8).

The disciples were themselves Jews, and the
above is not the language of a Jew speaking of
his own people, but of a foreigner.

59

Where was he when he dined with publicans
and sinners?

Mark: At his own house. “As Jesus sat at
meat in his house, many publicans and sinners
sat also together with Jesus and his disciples”
ii, 15)-

( Luk)e: At the house of Levi. “And Levi made
him a great feast in his own house; and there
was a great company of publicans and of others
that sat down with them” (v, 29).

160

What did the Pharisees say to his disciples,-
because they, with Jesus, dined with publicans
and sinners?

“Why do ye eat and drink with publicans and
sinners?” (Luke v, 30.)

“Why eateth your master with publicans and
sinners?” (Matthew ix, 11.)

161

Who inquired of Jesus the reason for his dis-
ciples not fasting?

Matthew: “Then came to him the disciples
of John, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees
fast oft, but thy disciples fast not?” (ix, 14.)

Luke: “And they [the scribes and Pharisees]
said unto him, why do the disciples of John fast
often, . . . and likewise the disciples of the
Pharisees; but thine eat and drink?” (v, 33.)

162

What did he say when reproved for plucking
the ears of corn on the Sabbath?

“Have ye never read what David did? . . .
How he went into the house of God in the days
of Abiathar, the high priest, and did eat the
shew bread?” (Mark ii, 25, 26.)

David did not do this “in the days of Abia-
thar,” but in the days of Ahimelech. *Then came
David to Nob to Ahimelech the priest . . . So
the priest gave him hallowed bread; for there
was no bread there but the shew bread” (1 Sam.
xxi, 1, 6).

163

What did he claim regarding Moses?

“He [Moses] wrote of me” (John v, 45).

The passage referred to is quoted in Acts iii,
22, and may be found in Deuteronomy xviii, 15.
It alludes to Joshua, the successor of Moses.
“The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a
prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren
like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken.”

Had Jesus been omniscient he would have
known that Moses did not write this; that it
was not written until nearly 800 years after the
time of Moses.

164

Jesus is credited with hav*ing raised the daugh-
ter of Jarius from the dead. Was she really
dead?

Matthew: Jairus said, “My daughter is even
now dead” (ix, 18).

Mark: He said, “My little daughter lieth at
the point of death” (v, 23).

Luke: It was reported that “she lay dying”
(vdii, 42).. _ - - -

According to Matthew,- in this miracle he re-
stored the dead to life; according to Mark and
Luke, he merely healed the sick.

165
Who of Christ’s disciples witnessed the raising

of Jairus’ daughter?
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Mark and Luke: Peter, James and John (Mark
V. 37-4°; Luke viii, 51). ] )

John, who alone of his alleged biographers is
said to have witnessed this miracle, is the only
one who fails to mention it.

“A proper witness is silent, while an improper
witness testifies.”—Bishop Faustus.

166

What did Jesus say when sending out his
Twelve Apostles?

“He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he
that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me”
(Matthew x, 40; Luke X, 16%.

According to John (xiii, 20) these words were
uttered not at the beginning of his ministry as
stated by Matthew and Luke, but at the Last
Supper; regarding which “Supernatural Re-
ligion” says: “It is clear that its insertion here
is a mistake.”

167

What command did he give them respecting
the provision of staves?

Matthew and Luke: They were not to provide
themselves with staves. “Provide neither gold,
nor silver, nor brass in your purses, nor scrip
for your journey, neither two coats, neither
shoes, nor yet staves” (Matt, x, 9, 10; Luke ix,

3)Mark: “Commanded them that tiey s%ould
take nothing for their journey, save a staff only”
(vi, 8).

168

When the Samaritans refused to receive him
what was said?

Luke: “And when his disciples James and
John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that
we command fire to come down- from heaven,
and consume them even as Elias did?

“But he turned and rebuked them, and said, Ye
know not what manner of spirit ye are of.

“For the Son of man.is not come to destroy
men’s lives, but to save them. And they went
to another village” (ix, 54-56).

It is conceded by the best Christian scholars
that the words “as Elias did” and all that follow,
excepting “he turned and rebuked them,” are
spurious.

169

What did Jesus say to the multitude concern-
ing John the Baptist?

“From the days of John the Baptist until now
the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence” (Mat-
thew xi, 12).

The words, “from the days of John the Bap-
tist until now,” signify that a long period of
time had elapsed since the days of John. Yet,
on the very day that Jesus is said to have
uttered them, he received a Visit from the dis-
ciples of John, who was still living (Matthew xi,
2, 3)-

170

Whose rejection of him provoked the declara-
tion, “A prophet is not without honor, save in
his own country”?

Matthew: “And when he came into his own
country [Galilee], he taught them in their syna-
gogue, . . . and they were offended in him.
But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not with-
out honor, save in his own country” (xiii, 54'57):

John: *“He departed thence, [he had come
from Judea and Samaria] and went into Galilee.
For Jesus himself testified, that a prophet hath
no honor in his own country. Then when he
was come into Galilee, the Galileans received
him” (iv, 43-45). I

According to Matthew, he was without honor
in Galilee; according to John, he went to Gali-
lee because he was without honor in Judea. Ac-
cording to Matthew the Galileans rejected him;
according to John “the Galileans received him.”
According to Matthew, Galilee was “his own
country”’; according to John, Judea was “his own

country.” . .
Regarding these contradictory statements,

Scott, in his “English Life of Jesus” (p. 114),
says: “The Synoptists in every case give a spe-
cial reason for his leaving Galilee, while the fourth
gospel is equally careful in specifying the rea-
son for his leaving Jerusalem. According to the
former, Jesus would not have left Galilee if he
could have avoided it; according to the latter, he
would have remained at Jerusalem if he could
have done so with safety. The inconsistency is

glaring.”

1907.
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When he came into his own county and taught

in the synagogue what did the people say?
Mark: “Is not this the carpenter?” (vi, 3.)
Matthew: “Is not this the carpenter’'s son?”

(xiii, 55-) 172
When Herod heard of his wonderful works,
what did he say?

*This is John the Baptist; he is risen from

the dead” SMa_ttheW Xiy, 2r}ﬁ_ _
Here, early in Christ’'s ministry, the tetrarch

of Galilee is represented as entertaining the
Christian doctrine of a bodily resurrection.

17

When and for what re3ason was Jphn behead-
ed?

Matthew and Mark: “But when Herod’s birth-
day was kept, the daughter of Herodias [Salome]
danced before them, and pleased Herod. Where-
upon he promised with an oath to give her
whatsoever she would ask. And she, being be-
fore instructed of her mother, said, Give me here
John Baptist's head in a charger. And the king
was.sorry: nevertheless for the oath’s sake, and
them which sat with him at meat, he commanded
it to be given her. And he sent, and beheaded
John in the prison. And his head was brought
in a charger, and given to the damsel: and she
brought it to her mother” (.Matt, xiv, 6-11; Mark
vi, 21-28).

This account of the death of John is utterly
at variance with that given in Josephus. This
historian,- assuming the passage relating to John
to be genuine, says: .

“Herod, who feared lest the great influence
John had over the people might put it into his
power and inclination to raise rebellion (for they
seemed to do anything he should advise), thought
it best by putting him to death, to prevent -an
mischief he might cause, and not bring himself
into difficulties, by sparing a man who might
make him repent of it when, it should be too
late. Accordingly he was sent a prisoner, put of
Herod’s suspicious temper, to Macherus, the
castle I before mentioned/ and was there put to
death” (Antiquities, B. xviii, th. v, sec. 2).

Macherus, where Josephus states that John
was executed, was a place far removed from
Herod’s capital—was outside of his dominions—
in Arabia Petrea.

Referring to the Evangelistic account of John’s
death, Dr. Hooykaas says: “This eminently
dramatic story certainly cannot be accepted as
it stands. It betrays too much art in its strik-
ing contrasts between the manners of the court
and the person of the prophet. We have already
seen that the occasion of John’s-imprisonment
is not correctly given by the Gospels. That such
a man as Herod ‘delighted in hearing’ John is,
to sdy the least, an exaggeration. The ghastly
scene in which the prophet’s head is carried into
the .festive hall may not be quite impossible in
such an age and at such a court, but it is hardly
probable. It is easy to see that Herodias is drawn
after the model of Ahab’s wife, who hated and
persecuted the first Elijah; and Salome -is evi-
dently copied from Esther, for she, too, visits the!
prince by surprise, captivates him by her beauty,
obtains a promise of anything up to the half of
his kingdom, and at the festive board demands
the death of her enemy as the royal boon” (Bible
for Learners, vol. iii, p. 272).

Morality and Belief.

As an answer to the declaration of some “that
the disappearance or- weakening of religious be-
liefs has always been followed by moral degen-
eracy and looseness of morals,” let this be put in
antithesis: The scientific study and knowledge of
nature expels the idea of vulgarity, and therefore
is conducive to morality; and pure realism makes
for morality for the same reason that familiarity
is conducive to indifference in the sex relations.
Imagination is stimulated by “the paradoxical
situation of special attractiveness of everything
that is forbidden.” Our “first parents” ate of
the fruit because it was forbidden. One who
would be vulgar or immoral under scientific in-
fluences or conditions .would also be wvulgar or
immoral under a system of religious beliefs. This
is knowledge a posteriori.  Observation and

experience prove it to be so.
W. H. RINEHART.
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The Republic of Ecuador.

BY EUGENE HINS.

We called attention a few weeks ago to the
intrigues through which the clergy of Ecuador
hoped to regain their former power. Our readers
will peruse with pleasure the following historic
details which we take from the paper “Les Cor-
beaux” of Paris:

An adventurer, Garcia Moreno, who reached
Ecuador about 1857, came into power in 1861.

This man, a canting] bigot of the worst kind,
signed, on April 23, 1863, a concordat which was
very advantageous for the church.

Here are a few excerpts:

“The Catholic, apostolic and Roman religion
is the religion of the state, to the exclusion of all
others.”

“The bishops alone have the right to designate
the books to be used; they will exercise the right
of proscribing all irreligious works.”

“The bishops will have the sole right to inspect
the university, high, and primary schools.”

In 1870 Garcia Moreno was the only person
who protested against the invasion of the “States
of the Church.”

This Jesuit consecrated Ecuador to the sacred
heart of Jesus (1873).

He recalled the Jesuits who had been expelled
in 1790; he sent for the brethren of the Christian
schools, for the nuns of the Sacred Heart and the
Sisters of Charity to take charge of the primary
schools.

He charged the Redemptorist Fathers to per-
secute, the Indians and the Freethinkers.

He gave one million pesos to the pope from the
state treasury.

God, who never protects- his own, made no ex-
ception in his favor; he allowed his faithful
adorer to be slain.

On August 6, 1875, Garcia Moreno was ex-
ecuted by three citizens who riddled him with
balls and dagger wounds.

i Until -1895, Ecuador was a “theocratic repub-
Ic.”

The monks were all-powerful. They were rich.
All government was in the hands of their tools
(as in Belgium.).

The revolution of 1895 changed this republic
of the Sacred Heart into a state governed by
the people.

In 1897, the archbishop of Quito, the Jesuits
and the Redemptorists stirred up a revolt against
the government. The president had every monk,
who was captured with arms in his hands, shot.

The Republic of Ecuador is divided into 16
provinces or states.

It contains at the present writing 1,300,000 in-
habitants, represented by 30 senators and 40
representatives.

Civil marriage is obligatory. Divorce is au-
thorized.

The legation to the Vatican has been with-
drawn.

The law of 1894 has repealed the concordat.

The founding of new religious houses is for-
bidden.

All the priests must be native bom.

All religious houses are suppressed upon ex-
tinction.

Unfortunately there are 50,000 monks still liv-
ing.
gPrimary instruction is gratuitous and obliga-
tory.

The Freethinkers’ Association demand the ex-
propriation of all property held under the law of
mortmain; the secularization of the cemeteries;
the suppression of noviciates, etc.—Journal de
Charleroi.

. 1 [ JafapON

Herbert Spencer left by will materials for the
compilation In “one volume of moderate size” by
his friend Dr. Duncan of his “Life and Letters.”
The work, which is being published with the
authority of the Spencer trustees, will give a plain
narrative of Spencer’s life based largely on cor-
respondence and will reveal the self-denial and
diligence of his early years. The volume will not
repeat the incidents described in the "Autobi-
ography,” but will include reminiscences of some
of Spencer’s intimate friends which reveal the
emotional and sympathetic traits of his charac-
ter. Among his correspondents will be included
the Duke of Argyll, John Bright, Darwin, George
Eliot, Gladstone, Leslie Stephen, Tennyson, and*
Tyndall.

HELLFIRE BALLADS.

BY CHARLIE CHURCH.

“Rev. Wm. Appel read a paper on 'The best modern
method of presenting the nature and execution of the
wrath of God/ in which he scored parents and preach-
ers for allowing the fear of God to vanish from the
lives of the people."—Daily Newspaper.

AGONIZING ANTHEM.

Oh listen, all ye skeptic men,
While painful news | tell:
Of every thousand human souls,
But one keeps out of hell.

The Lord who made the earth and man,
Who doeth all things well

Created, in the long-ago,
A burning brimstone hell.

The angels once went on a strike.
Concluded to rebel,;

Their King enchained the rebel horde.
And cast them down to hell.

Then Adam ate forbidden fruit,
He disobeyed and fell;

For that one sin the human race
Is doomed to endless hell.

At every tick of solemn clock,
At every word you spell.

Like arrow from the bow-gun shot
A soul goes down to hell.

Whene’er you hear the whistle blow,
Or hear the ring of bell;

'Tis telling you, 'tis Warninﬂ you,
You're on the road to hell.

To land of woe you're bound to go,
And there for ever dwell; )
Tn vain, in vain, you'll howl in pain.

When roasting down in hell.

Oh stop and think, whene’er you hear
The sound of funeral knell:

Some neighbor, who denied the Creed,
Is plunging into helL

Tn furnace fire exceeding hot,
He'll everlasting yell,

While devils boil him in a pot,
That they may feast :n hell.

Oh never talk of reason—proof,
But every doubt dispel;

For even use of common sense
Will hurry you to hell.

Yet there’s a way, a way divine,
The wrath of God to quell;
Accept the Creed and pay the priest,

And you’ll keep out of hell.

RELIGIOUS REJOICING.

I love to tell of burning hell,
Of brimstone fire below:
I'm never sad, but ever glad;
For that’s where others go.

Oh, praise the Lord for just reward
To them who dare deny

The wrathful god with ‘iron rod,
Who sits enthroned on high.

I long for death, to lose my breath,
That 1 may see them burn;

May see them toast, and wriggling roast.
As round and round they turn.

In days of old, the prophet told
The unbeliever’'s doom:

The furnace hot shall be his lot,
Where’s never lack of room.

As toward the skies | lift my eyes.
And view the biasing sun;

'Tis then | know where sinners go,
When days on earth are done.

The Lord knew well the need of Hell,
And set the sun on fire;

Then round it hurled a planet world.
To breed the priest and bar.

On Judgment day, not far away,
The world becometh new.

The gasping groans and trembling tones
Declare this must be true.

The sinless earth, of second birth,
Shall be the home for me.

When neighbors bake in burning lake,
Oh, then I'll dance with glee.

Regoice and sing, adore the King,

or wise and wondrous plan

To breed a Son, a righteous one—
Before the world began.

Redeeming blood the mire and mud
Has washed from out my soul:

A thuH and thief, through blind belief,
Shall reach the heavenly goal.

Till end of time I'U write in rhyme
And ring the golden bell;

For 1 shall view the sinner stew,
And hear the howl from HelL
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What Mrs. Besant Is Doing.

The work of Mrs. Besant and the Theosophi-
cal Society in the regeneration of Hinduism is
described by an observer in India as an effort
to “purify and elevate the popular religion.” In
thus transforming a religion of materialism into
one of idealism her work is commended; though
it does not escape notice that the forces of phil-
osophy are lent to deepen the superstition of the
age, since idolatry, instead of being banished, is
interpreted spiritually. Hinduism is shown by
the writer, the Rev. N. Nacnicol, to be character-
ized by its “lack of articulation as a system of
belief, and its adaptability to new circumstan-
ces.” Th s adaptability has made it susceptible
to the influence of Mrs. Besant and certain of
its native reformers, and, if it were not for cer-
tain influences that limit its capacity for absorp-
tion, it might have been led to “take Christianity
in some form within its hospitable borders.” As
it has included Buddha among its incarnations,
there seems to the writer no reason why it should
not have taken Christ as well. Mrs. Besant was
lately heard in various parts of the United
States, and the interest she evoked may justify
the presentation of her special work In India,
which the writer here contrasts with that of
Swami Vivekananda, who is- a native reformer.
We read in The Hibbert Journal (London, Oc-
tober) :

“Certainly Mrs. Besant is exercising a remark-
able influence throughout India, and an influence
which, in spite of its adherence to much that is
superstitious, is helping ultimately toward the
purifying of Hinduism. To interpret a popular
superstition as a symbol may preserve it, but only
for a while. It is not symbols but concrete and
gross facts that the great body of the people
worship. Mrs. .Besant is -helping indeed to re-
vive Hinduism, but it is mainly by directing at-
tention toward its spiritual content and by moral-
izing and organizing it. Her superstitions, if we
may call them so. have been kept for the most
nart hitherto in the background. Swami Vive-
kananda would have none of them. “These creepy,
things.” he said, ‘these mysticisms . . . are gen-
erally weakening.” He aimed at establishing
what he believed would be a purely rational re-
ligion. Mrs. Besant is in fuller agreement with
him in her' vigorous attempts to systematize
Hinduism and reconcile its opposing schools of
thought. Under her impulse and direction hand-
books of Hinduism have been prepared and pub-
lished, to serve as text-books in elementary
schools, in high schools, and in colleges. One
can trace throughout them the valiant efforts of
tins school to reconcile conflicting views, to ra-
tionalize by the aid of modem science and sup-
posed psychic phenomena such practices as an-
cestor-worship and the use of spells, and to
moralize the ingenuous religion of nature. In the
earnest propaganda that centers round these two
remarkable personalities, one Indian, the other
English, the unbiased student can not fail to see
that, hostile as both movements are to Christian-
ity, they are largely debtors to its influence and
products of the moral ferment it creates.”

These and other phases of revival, says The
Literary Digest, are noted by the writer as con-
tributory to the causes of the reaction now ob-
servable in India under the political guise of pa-
triotism. Patriotism, we are told, “in many
cases has united itself to the ancient practices,
and idolatrous festivals have been invested with
a new political significance.” We read further:

“A powerful popular leader sees fit, while de-
nouncing the partition of Bengal, to affirm, ‘We
are all Hindus and idolaters, and | am not
ashamed of the fact* But there is a manifest
insincerity in such movements which rules them
out of our consideration. At the same time, how-
ever, one may always expect to find a sincere
patriotism which clings to the old ways and the
old gods. W.ith such a feeling Mrs. Besant has
considerable sympathy, and claims with reason
to have helped greatly in the revival of Sanskrit
studies. But often patriotism clings to customs
and beliefs that even she can not accept It is
natural for any people to be excessively proud of
their own national achievement, and especially
so in the case of a people in the position of the
Hindus—at once of great intellectual ability and
at the same time restrained from enjoying the
full fruition of their own gifts by the pressure
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upon them of an alien civilization, claiming' to
be higher. Their patriotism, unable to boast it-
self in the achievements of today, clings with all
the more tenacity to the achievements of yester-
day. The sancitity of their sacred books I1s mul-
tiplied manifold to their jealous eyes. The holy
land of their fathers seems the more hallowed
in contrast with its profaned and dejected con-
dition now. It is not to be wondered at that one
who comes, like Mrs. Besant, speaking- smooth
words and sparing- their amour propre is wel-
comed by many.”

Revive the Inquisition.

An -Oak Park preacher advocates the hanging of men
who desert their wives to take up with affinities. A
Philadelphia preacher would have all heretics burned
at the stake.  E. Benjamin Andrews is of the opinion
that all libelers should be hanged.

Come, fellow citizens, give heed; ’tis time for drastic

_measures )

In deallnig with the ones who feed upon forbidden
pleasures; )

Let’s burn the hateful heretics and send all men to
hades

Who leave their wives, to run away with more con-

c};enial ladies.
And, so the public never may have any cause to doubt

us,
Let's hang the editors who say unlovely things about
us.

Let's draw and quarter those who steal, ana gloat while
they are moaning,

Let's break the drunkard on the wheel and laugh to
hear him groanin

In molten metal let us
stumbled,

And in a seething pit let all who bribe or graft be
umbled,; ] )

Let's poke hot irons in their eyes who heed the pagan’s
preaching, = | )

Let's boil the man in oil who lies, and laugh to hear
him screeching.

'Tis time that virtue should prevail, let tolerance be
ended;

Let's put the babe that cries in jail, to show that we
are splendid; )

Set every naughty boy in stocks where other boys

_ may taunt him,

Or fling him in some dun%eon where dread shapes
may nightly haunt him;

Let's rend the wicked ones who swear, and earn a
benediction ) o

By sentencing each parted pair to sudden crucifixion.

The cook who leaves without a cause—Jet her be torn

gl’Jck the woman who has

asunder;

Why turn for justice to our Jaw? The judges only
blunder!

Let him be put to torture who smokes cigarettes or
gambles,

On every corner let us have a set of public shambles;
The age is dark; oh let the light of reason spread its

lory,
Let Vir?ue Y[riumph in her might, and let her hands
be gory! )
—S. E. Kiser.

Mr. John J. Bradley of Manila, in the Philip-
pines, sends to The Truth Seeker some statistics
of Manila real estate. The total assessed valua-
tion of real estate in that city, according to these
statistics, is $127,887,336. Out of this total the
following items of ecclesiastical holdings are ex-
empt from taxation: Roman Catholic church
property, $5,607,840; Protestant church property,
$322,386; property of religious orders, $9,437,763.
This amounts to a total of $15,367,989, which is
almost one-eighth of all the real estate value in
Manila. The secular citizen of Manila therefore
has about twelve per cent added to his taxes for
the support of the churches and religious orders.
The government in the Philippines is hand-in-
glove with the churches. Last month there was
held a big 'religious procession on the occasion of
the coronation of “Nuestra Senora del Rosario.”
Governor-General Smith participated, and the ac-
count in a Manila paper states that *“as Arch-
bishop Agius reached the top of the stand he
was met by Governor-General James F. Smith,
who'.bore the crowns for both the child and
mother and presented them to the archbishop.”
As the representative of the government, Mr.
Smith thereby exceeded his functions. He is pro-
ceeding upon the old theory, not very honorable
in states, that a people are best governed through
their superstitions. But when a government re-
sorts to that expedient it is evidently doubtful
of its own intrinsic merits.

Credit for the Washington Secular League.

Our neighbor the Wall Street Journal thinks
that the government -has made a. mistake in
striking the words “In God we trust” from the
new gold eagle. It wants them put back. We
understand the words were dropped in defer-
ence to the arguments of a certain national
society for the secularization of the government,
which seems to. have some good spokesmen at
Washington. It would havfe suited us better if
the secular society had devoted the energy it
spent on secularizing the new coins to relieving
the Sub-Treasury in this town of that bronze
picture of Washington at prayer, With which
some tasteless enthusiasts were recently allowed
to disfigure it. As for the gold coins, if they
had never borne the pious motto it is not prob-
able that any one would su%gest that it ought
to be put on them. It has been on various of
our copper and silver coins, and is still on some
of them, and has- been d_rop?ed from others.
Keeping it or dropping it is altogether a matter
of sentiment and taste. Dropping it does not
mean that we have developed any new sentiment
of independence of the Almighty, but merely
that the motto does not seem suitable for coined
money.—Harper’s Weekly.

A valued reader of The Truth Seeker addresses
us as follows:

“Friend Macdonald: In view of recent editorial re-
marks in The Truth Seeker anent the subject, | opine
that the attached clippings from the last issue of the
Chicago Inter-Ocean will interest you. Incidentally you
might tell your readers what there is to the matter.
Mr. Jordan is likely twisted somewnhere, as it seems
unlikely that ‘Teddy’ would overlook a legal warrant
of this kind; and 'the same may be said of yourself.
Sincerely yours, J. F. ROBERTS.”

The Mr. Jordan mentioned by Mr. Roberts is
the author of a letter to the Chicago Inter-Ocean,
in which he says that a law authorizing the “In
God we trust” motto on the coinage is to be found
in “section 5, chapter C, laws of the United
States aB roved March 3, 1895.” The year “1895”
is probably a misprint. Such a law was approved
March 3,1865 (30 years earlier) and reaffirmed in.
an act of February 12, 1873, but in 1874 Con-

ress ratified the Revised Statutes which omit
the provision. For more than thirty years, there-
fore, the inscription has been placed on the coins
without warrant of law. It was always incon-
sistent with the secular Constitution.

Somebody asked Colonel In(];ersoll what books
he would recommend for the library of a young
man. He answered: “The works of Darwin,
Ernst Haeckel, Draper's ‘Intellectual Develop-
ment of Europe, Buckle's ‘History of Civiliza-
tion in England, Leckﬁ’s ‘History -O”European
Morals,” Voltaire’s ‘Philosophical Dictionary,’
Buchner's ‘Force and Matter,” the ‘History of the
Christian Religion,” by Waite, Paine’s "Age of
Reason,’ D’Holbach’s ‘System of Nature,” and,
above all, Shakespeare. Do not forget Burns,
Shelley, Dickens, and Hugo.” For a local library,
to which he is solicited to contribute, a Western
reader of The Truth Seeker has ordered “A Short
History of the Inquisition,” “Supernatural Re-
ligion,” “Six Historic Americans,” the “Evolu-
tion of Man,” and “Last Words on Evolution.”
We would add Remsburg’'s “The Bible,”
Doane’s “Bible Myths,” Reade’s “Martyrdom of
Man,” and any or all of Ingersoll’s writings. Hux-
ley’s “Essays” should be included, with Laing’s
“Human Origins” and Oswald’s “Bible of Na-
ture” and “Secret of the East.” Well appointed
libraries contain thé works of Herbert Spencer,
but if not all of them they should have “Social
Statics” and “First Principles.”

Y

Somebody has sent us a marked copy of The
Truth Seeker, which contains an item taken
from the state news column of the Democrat re-
ferring to the arrest of Rev. Father Joseph Schell
at Tony. The Truth Seeker asks this question:
“We wonder what falser pretense the Rev.
Father Schell has been o_bt_aining money under
than that of procuring spiritual benefits for peo-
ple who pay him money for masses.”—Sauk
County Democrat, Baraboo. Wis.

The Truth Seeker is unable to fill any more
orders for Dr. Croffut’s book of travel, entitled
“Folks Next Door,” the edition having become
suddenly exhausted by an unexpected demand.

A Bishop's Move.

The Yarmouth Church Conference was cer-
tainly fruitful in surprises, if it afforded no other
interesting matter for the laity. No congress
within memory has produced such a curious
medley of clerical ideas upon subjects as wide
apart as “Socialism” and “Advice to Those Who
are Married.” Far away abovje others, however,
was the startling suggestion of Bishop Wilkin-
son that a time limit should be put upon Sunday
recreation. This reverend gentleman, whose cu-
rious “diocese” seems to take in two-thirds of
the Continent of Europe, without even a blush or
a tremor of his lawn millinery, coolly suggested
that golf, lawn tennis, and “river excursions,”
etc., should be prohibited by law in this country
before one or two o'clock on Sundays! The
bishop did not include the new craze of “Dia-
bolo,” but probably that, with motoring and
“bridge,” were embraced in his comprehensive
“et cetera.” This,is putting back the hands of
the clock with a vengeance. The natural se-
quence of such an edict would, of course, be the
restoration of the old laws for compelling men
and women to go to church. A return to the
dark days of ignorance and Puritan oppression,
when everyone was ordered to attend church un-
der pains and! penalties, the slightest attempt at
merriment or enjoyment being put down with a
heavy hand, is certainly a prospect few could con-
template without dismay.—Reynolds’'s Newspa-.
per (London).
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The ““Brotherhood” of Man.

A tramp had knocked at the back door Of a
preacher's house for something to eat. The
preacher himself answered. “Good morning, sir;
what can | do for you?” he asked, holding the
door ajar.

“I'm hungry, friend, and | called to ask for
something to eat,” answered the tramp. He was
thinly clad and shivering from the cold.

“Wait a minute,” said the preacher.

He closed the door and marched back into the
house. Presently he returned with two slices of
bread/which he handed the tramp.

The poor hobo reached for his breakfast.
“Much obliged,” he said.

But before the tramp could go the preacher
suddenly got a hunch.

“Why don’'t you pray?” he asked.

“l can’t; don't know how.”

“Would you like to learn?”

“Yes, sir.”

“Then repeat what | say.”

“I'm on.”

“Our Father who art in heaven,” began the
preacher; and as he went on the tramp followed,
till suddenly he saw a light.

“Hold on,” he cried. “Is he your father?”

1 “Yes.”

“Is he my father?”

“Yes,

“Well, then we're brothers, ain't we?”

“Y-e-s,” acknowledged the preacher.

“Well, don’'t you think this is a pretty cold
hand-out to give your brother?”

Angelic Aspiration.

I want to be an angel bright,
And with the angels stand;

With wings upon my shoulders round,
And pitchfork in"my hand.

The unbelieving heathen all,
And cursed Infidel,

I'll cast into the burning lake ,
And hear them shriek and vyell.

At jasper table I shall sit, t
And most luxurious dine;

For | shall eat unleavened bread,
And quaff the sparkling wine.

MY beauteous_form shall there be clad
n snow-white_empress gown;
And on my shining head shall rest

A triple-plated crown.

I'll hear King David play the harp.
And sing a psalm of praise;

While wails of woe from hell below
Resound through endless days.

Elijah, too, oh he’ll be there—
ho prah/ed so long and loud,
That for three years the earth was dry,
And not a single cloud.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
His tender mercies tell: |

For 1 shall with the angels stand,
And hear the howls from Hell.
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Minor Editorial

One of the few New York preachers
who advocate the separation of church
and' state is the Rev. Madison G. Peters,
who conducts an Independent church.
Dr. Peters delivered a Thanksgiving day
sermon in which, taking a hand in the
ereliglon-in-the-schools fracas, he said:
“l stand by the constitutional require-
ment of a free, non-sectarian public
school system as the only position a si-
mon-pure, broad-minded Americaa can
take. Once you teach Christ in the pub-
lic schools the next question will be what
denomination shall interpret him. The
church and the synagogue for religion is
the original American idea. Any other
movement is a step backward. All loyal
Americans, irrespective of race or relig-
ion, should rally around the only con-
sistent American proposition to maintain,
at all hazards, our schools free from re-
ligious interference. It is time the mum-
mified conservatives and visionless tra-
ditionalists who vainly attempt to go for-
ward by walking backward be warned
that America is alive to t'he perils of the
deadly foes of liberty who would ‘secta-
rianize’ our free institutions. Det the
churches and synagogues alike keep their
bands off the public schools. Let the
schools quit their musical nonsense and
send out pupils who can spell correctly
and write decent English. Let the
churches wake up and attend to their
business, and once' again regain their
lost hold on the masses.” The churches
are doing the best they can to regain
their “lost hol'd on .the masses.” That
is why they invade the, schools. Their
desire is to capture the schools for the
church, and this they are trying to effect
under .the'wholly false pretense that the
schools need them.

A Chicago dispatch of Nov. 28 says:
“Arraignment in court of the first Chi-
cago saloon keepers arrested for failure
to close their places on Sunday brought
the Sabbath closing fight, in which the
arrest of hundreds is promised, to an
issue today. W.ith the crisis reached,
those  opposing Sunday closing an-
nounced a new line of campaign to be
followed in the event of defeat. The
idea is to throw their entire support to
the cause of Sunday closing and to en-
force all laws on the subject with such
vigor that the laws will be rendered ob-
noxious to the entire community and
repealed.” The saloon keepers experi-
ence a great access of zeal for Sunday
liberty now that it appears they can no
longer purchase the privilege'of opening
on Sunday, but their activity comes a
few days too late. Had they in the past
given to agitation for the repeal of all
Sunday laws as much as they have paid
in tribute and blackmail, they might
have created a sentiment which would
be very useful to them in the present
crisis. But the saloon men have been
quite willing that other places than
their own should be closed because it
had a tendency to divide Sunday patron-
age between them and the ministers,
with a balance in their favor. This does
not justify the Sunday closing of sa-
loons, but it alienates consistent advo-
cates of a free Sunday.

After the Yale football team had van-
quished Harvard, Tad Jones, the Yale
guarterback, made this statement at the
banquet in Boston which followed the
victory: “It's a funny thing to tell
here, fellows, but | want to say that
this morning | felt that I did not have
it,” meaning the game. “l went to my
room and prayed, and when | came back
downstairs | felt that | had it." If what
this confession implies were susceptible
of verification and the fact accepted that
in the contests with Harvard the Yale
men had the Almighty on their side, the
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vanquished team would have cause to
protest the game. It Is bad enough
when “ringers” are by questionable
methods added to college teams; it is
worse when the whole power of the uni-
verse is Invoked with success in inter-
collegiate contests.  Only a person
whose sense of fairness had been
warped by theology would consider such
a course honorable. It was not Harvard
against Yale, but Harvard against God,
which is no square deal.

A Roman Catholic who appeared be-
fore the New York Board of Education
in behalf of a Christmas with Christ in
it told the reporters this story: The
daughter of Pastor Thompson of the
Park Avenue Methodist church was re-
citing in the public school on East
Eighty-fifth street. She selected the

"Wreck of the Hesperus,” and came to

the line:  “Christ save us all from a
death: like this.” “Cut that out,” said
Miss Hirschberg, the Hebrew teacher,
when Christ was mentioned. Such in-
cidents furnish the best argument that
could be framed for dropping religious
.exercises in schools. If the Jews had
not been already restive under the im-
position of instruction in a religion
whose adherents always persecuted
them, the Jewish teacher would never
have taken exception to the casual men-
tion of the name of Christ in Longfel-
low’s poem.

In Governor Fort New Jersey will
have a chief executive worthy of the
bishops who supported him in his can-
didacy. He took part in a Jersey City
Methodist church anniversary last week,
and then and there delivered himself of
this gem: *“The best foundation for a
public man is a belief in God and re-
ligion. 1 have no use for a man who
does not, believe in religion in public
and private life. He is not to be trust-
ed. 1 know some men are intelligent
without this belief, but there is always
something lacking in a man not brought
up in some religious belief.” Perhaps
if the non-Christian Abraham Lincoln
could have foreknown Judge Fort’s opin-
ion on this important point he would
have gone in for the means of grace be-
fore it was everlastingly too late for
him to be a public man whom the judge
would have some “use for.”

The banishing of the deific motto
and the threatened exclusion of Christ-
mas exercises from the schools have
set the pulpit throbbing and sobbing.
From the Rev.'Dr. Burrell, a New York
covenanter, we get the information that
“on three occasions the Supreme Court
of the United States has decided that
this is a Christian country.” Three, and
we never heard of one! But that is not
all.  “Only two persons,” declares Dr.
Burrell, “would question a decision of
the Supreme Court of the United
States: one would be a disloyal citizen
and the other an unlettered immigrant”
There .are thousands of citizens who
because they are loyal to their country
would question a decision of the Su-
preme Court or any other court that the
United States is a Christian nation.
The necessity for doing so, however, has
not arisen.

Bernard MacFadden, the physical cul-
turist who has been sentenced to two
years' imprisonment at hard labor and to
pay a fine of $2,000 on conviction of
printing unmailable matter in the maga-
zine he conducts, has published a small
pamphlet giving his side of the case,
which may be had by addressing him at
the Flatiron Bulldiug, New York. His
story is that of a number of other victims
of Comstocklsm who have exercised the
freedom of discussing questions which
they deemed of lihportauce to the human
family. The case involves the large

question whether an American citizen |
has not the right to print in the lan-
gnage of decency and without appeal to i
"the baser passions” unorthodox views
upon the relations of the sexes. MacFad-
den will rightly appeal to the highest
courts for a decision.

A Christian clergyman wants to know
why Christmas should be celebrated at
all if Christ is to be left out. No one
asks him to leave Christ out of his cele-
bration; the motion excluding Christ ap-
pertains to the public schools of New
York, many of which are not half Chris-
tian. But the 25th of December has a
significance wholly apart from the birth
of Jesus, which did not occur on that
day, and in the past has been celebrated
more times without Christ than with him.
We celebrate annually a Thanksgiving
day out of respect for a custom hallowed
of our forefathers; and we also celebrate
Christmas day. which they repudiated as
a popish feast handed down from pagav
ism.

“Religion as a science” is the latest
dodge for introducing religious teaching
in state institutions. The Rev. Jay G.
Rodger, Ph.D., holder of the "California
State Chair of the Science of Religion,”
is the promoter of it. We are unac-
quainted with any science of religion un-
less it be the science of getting paid for
promises in this world to be fulfilled in
the next world. The church has reduced
that process to a science, but in the in-
terest of humanity it should be confined
to religious institutions which have their
sign up, so that the wary may sheer
off.

Bishop Williams of the Episcopal
church said in Detroit recently that peo-
ple have coin enough to spend on auto-
mobiles, but not for the church. Why

| does the bishop rage? The scripture
that he preaches from says that a man
shall spend his money for whatever his
soul lusteth after, so that if a Christian
wants an auto and yet gives his money
for Bishop Williams’s projected cathedra),
he is disobeying the scriptural injunc-
tion.

Last Sunday the Rev. Dr. R. S. Mac-
Arthur of Calvary Baptist church ad-
vanced a plan to substitute for the Bible
in the schools a “moral guide book.”
Such a volume would contain selections
from the Koran and the Talmud as well
as the Bible. The preposition was re-
ceived with signs of disapproval which
showed what the congregation wanted
in the church is not moral instruction
but Bible instruction.

Eleven thousand alien laborers sailed
Nov. 30 from New York for their homes
in the old world. It is reported that
large industries are weeding out "Latin”
or Roman Catholic laborers on account
of their frequent holidays and "pro-
tracted orgies,” which make them un-
profitable employees, and substituting
English speaking workmen at better
wages.

Thanksgiving exercises at the James-
town Exposition were advertised as "na-
tional,” which of course they were not,
the exposition managers not being the
nation. The national feature of the
Jamestown Exposition is the million it
owes the United States treasury, and
which it might have paid had it opened
its gates on Sunday.

Successful charlatanry, if religious,
does not go unrewarded. Not long ago
a British university conferred a degree
on “General” Booth of the Salvation
Army* The French government has
just decorated the Rev. Mrs. Mary Baker
G. Eddy as an officer of the Academy.

“Religious are many, religion is one,”
is the motto of the New York State Con-
ference of religions. It is pretty near ac-
curate. Religion is one and pagan and
Christian cults are the same old offender
under a different name.
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Dr. Foote’s New Book-

'THE HOME CYCLOPEDIA

Popular i““edicaJ, Social and Sexual Sciatica.

Contains a full, plain, and easy reading
treatise on “Health and Diseases, with
Recipes,” all the average reader can
profitably learn of personal hygiene and
common diseases (including special, sep-
arate chapters for men and women); all
right up to date, and fully illustrated with
hundreds of photo-engravings and chromo,
lithographs. Contains also the already
popular "Plain Home Talk” about the re-
lation of the sexes and social customs in
all ages and all countries, with “original
and startling” suggestions for social re-
forms; newly revised, enlarged, and well
illustrated. All is "heart to heart” plain
home talk from a clear-thinking, plain-
speaking, liberal minded medical author
of over forty years' experience. Nearly
a million and a half former books sold. A
curious book for curious people, and a
sensible book for every one. Answers
1001 delicate questions one would like
to ask his regular physician and vyet
doesn't want to.

1.248 pages, 400 illustrations (80 in col-
ors), 250 recipes. Price, cloth bound, $3
mailed.

Address The Truth Seeker Company.

IHO1AS PADIE'S POftTBAIT

A very fine Reprint from a rare old
Engraving. A Sharp Engraving from the
Romney Portrait, printed in the eigh-
teenth century. One of these Engrav-
ings was Presented by Thomas Paine him-
self to a friend, with his autograph there-
on. This copy is now in the possession
of George Jacob Holyoake. There are-
but four of the originals In this country
«hat we know of, and one of them was of-
fered for sale some time ago for $7.50.
which shows the rarity of the picture.
Our reprint Is from an original ‘purchased
at auction some years ago. As a portrait
the reprint Is as good, and much clear-
er. than the originals are now.

The picture is 8x10, on very heavy pa-
per, 18x20. a very nice size for framing.

Price only 50 cents.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

Paine’s Age ol Beason

BY THOMAS PAINE, M. A,
A Pioneer of Biblical Criticism

This edition at Thomas Paine’s master-
piece- is the one that Is sure to become
the standard for ail future correct edi-
tions. Itis reprinted from one of the first
copies in English published by Barrols at
Paris, January. 1794, and the proofs
werep robably read by Paine. It enables
the world of the twentieth century to read
Paine’'s AGE OF REASON as Paine wrote
it in the eighteenth century. It la print-
ed from large new type, 180 pages.
PRICE 15 CENTS. EIGHT COPIES, >1.
Published and-sold by the Truth Seeker

On. <2 Vesey street. New York. N. Y.

Martyrdom of Man.
By Winwood Reade.

The author of this book was a nephew
of Charles Reade, the novelist. He was
a traveler and observer, and his discov-
eries were freely cited by Darwin among
the facts adduced in support of the Dar-
winian theory of the Origin of Species,
the Descent of Man, etc. The Martyr-
dom of Man, in which Mr. Reade rejects
the doctrine of a personal Creator, is a
synopsis of universal history showing
the martyrdom of the race to Religion,
War, and Tyranny. It ls a standard work
and In steady demand Our edition (the
twelfth) is ths popular edition. The work
is now so well known that it needs no
advertising. The announcement that we
have it is sufficient.

458 PAGES. PRICE, POSTPAID, *1.

The Free Speech League

invites correspondence, cooperation, and
membership of all who claim rights and
dare maintain thei .

JOIN US—HELP US.

GET OUR LIST OF BOOKS.

READ THEM—PASS THEM ALONG.

Liberty talks by Injersoll, Wakeman,
Walker, Schroeder, Pentecost, Darrow,
Post and others. Read “Our Vanishing
Liberty of Press” (five ante); and also
“Do You Want Free Speech?” (ten
cents) and learn

WHY YOU SHOULD ACT WITH US.

Free Speech League, 120 Lexington
avenue, New York.
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GHOSTSand OTHER LECTURES

By Robert G. Ingersoll

INCLUDING THE GHOSTS, LIBERTY
OF MAN, WOMAN AND CHILD; THE
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE,
ABOUT FARMING IN ILLINOIS,
SPEECH NOMINATING JAMES G.
BLAINE FOR PRESIDENCY IN 1876,
THE GRANT BANQUET, A TRIBUTE
TO REV. ALEX. CLARK, A VISION
OF WAR, AND A TRIBUTE TO EBON
C. INGERSOLL. 252 pages. Cloth.

This book has been out of print_ since
the publication of the Dresden edition of
In%ersoll’s complete works. There are
not many copies to be had and it will
not be reprinted in its r;1)resent form.
These here offered are of the edition pub-
Illggled by the author in Washington in

PRICE $1.25.
Address The Truth Seeker.

HAECKEL’S

LAST WORDS ON EYOLUTION

BY ERNST HAECKEL
Professor at Jena University

A POPULAR RETROSPECT AND SUM-
MARY

Translated from the Second Edition by |
JOSEPH McCABE

With three plates and Haeckel’s latest
Portrait

PRICE, CLOTH, $1.00 NET

Readers who are interested in the evo-
lution controversy, as | here describe it,
will find in my earlier works (“The His-
tory of Creation,” “The Evolution of
Man,” “The Riddle of the Universe," and
“The Wonders of Life”) a thorough treat-
ment of the views | have summarily pre-
sented. | do not belong to the amiable
group of “men of compromise,” but am
in the habit of giving candid and straight-
forward eXPI’eSSIOI‘I to the convictions
which a half century of serious and la-
borious study has led me to form. If |
seem to be a tactless and inconsiderate
“fighter” 1 pray you to remember that
“conflict is the father of all things,” and
that the victory of pure reason over cur-
rent superstition will not be achieved
without a tremendous struggle. But I re-
gard ideas only in my struggles; to the
Bersons of my opﬁonents I am indifferent,

itterly as they have attacked and slan-
dered my own person.

ERNST HAECKEL.

CONTENTS: — Introduction. Preface.
Chapter 1.—The Controversy about Crea-
tion; Evolution and Dogma; Plate |I:
Genealogical Tree of the Vertebrates.
Chapter IL—The Struggle over our Gene-
alogical Tree; Our Ape Relatives and
the Vertebrate-Stem; Plate Il: Skeletons
of Five Anthropoid Apes. Chapter LU.—
The Controversy over the Soul; The
Ideas of Immortality and God; Plate HI:
Embryos of Three Mammals. Appendix.
—Evolutionary Tables; Geological Ages
‘and Periods; Man’s Genealogical Tree—
First Half; Man’s Genealogical Tree—
Second Half; Classification of the Pri-
mates; Genealogical Tree of the Pri-
mates; Explanation of Genealogical Ta-
ble L Postscript.—Evolution and Jesuit-
ism.

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.
62 Vesey Street, New York

THE BIBLE OF NATURE

OR THE

PrinciplesofSecularism

A Contribution to the Religion of

the Future

BY FELIX L. OSWALD
FIVE CHAPTERS OF PHYSICAL MAX-
IMS.
FIVE CHAPTERS OF MENTAL MAX-
IMS.
FIVE CHAPTERS OF MORAL MAXIMS.
FIVE CHAPTERS OF OBJECTIVE MAX-
IMS.
. Dr. Oswald was a well-known Natural-
ist, Physician, Hygienist and Philosopher,
and as a writer as spicy as Montaigne
Price of the Bible of Nature, cloth,
postpaid, $1.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.,
62 Vesey Street, New York.

The Truth Seeker. —

Letters of Friends.

Readers desirous of communicating
with the writers of the letters in this de-
Ila_artment may address them in care of

he Truth Seeker, 62 Vesey Street, New
York, N. Y., and the letters will be read-
dressed and forwarded.

TORREY HELPS TRADE.
From Henry Fash, Chicago.

My Dear Friend, The Truth Seeker:
Inclosed find check for the amount of my
bill. Mr. Torrey, the Evangelist spouter,
is causing a little stir in this town, and
from the look of things he is benefiting
me. | am selling more Freethought and
Liberal books of all kinds than ever be-
fore. People seem to take more interest
in Freethought literature than ever. The
“Age of Reason” takes the lead. Torrey
had. the Judges of the different courts on
the platform with him, claiming them all
as sincere Christians. One at least, a
professional reformer and church mem-
ber, is notorious for not paying nis bills,
holding them up as long as he can. |
had as a customer a Methodist bishop, one
time, who owed me quite a bill. | tried
and tried to get him to pay, but he died
still owing me. His son has been a no-
torious drunkard and bum. Take it all
in all, the Freethinkers have no reason
to feel ashamed of themselves, in spite
of Torrey calling them dirty dogs and
refusing to meet them in open debate.
The Truth has nothing to fear. Error is
the craven.

THE NUMBER OF THE BEAST.

From Hulda Potter Loomis, Chicago.

To the Editor of the Truth Seeker: |
have just read the article entitled: “The
Significance of Names” by W. H. Rine-
hart in the Truth Seeker of Nov. 16, and
would like to inquire how he can get 666
in the summing up of the value of the
Roman numerals in the names he gives
in that article.

Where Mr. Rinehart has made his mis- |
take is in saying that the value of any
one particular pope’s name is 666. If he
will take the name which applies to any
and all popes (1 e.) “Vicarius Filii Dei,”
meaning “Vicegerent of God,” he will
find that the value of Lie Roman numer-
als foots up 666, thus:

V— 5 F— o D—500
I— 1 I— 1 E— 0
C—100 L— 50 I— 1
A— 0 — 1 —
R— 0 I— 1 501
i— n
U— 5 53
S— 0

112

112 plus 53 plus 501 equals 666.

It must be remembered that the letter
“U” has the same value as “V” in the
Roman numerals.

THAT CHRISTIAN DOOMSTER.
From M. Spiegelberg, Georgia.
Friend Macdonald: In looking over
your paper of Nov. 16, | came across a
communication from a Christian Gentle-
man in which he threatens you, and con-
sequently all of the freethinking, with
a beautiful place called Hell. We have '
had lately quite a controversy on this
subject in the Atlanta papers. | took a ,
great deal of interest in it, and got a
great deal of amusement out of it. The |
controversy was originated by the ortho- |
dox churches and the reform churches
seemed to have the place explained in
more moderate form, but of course the
orthodox gained a glorious victory as far
as the Bible part is concerned and con-
sequently remained in full possession of
this kind creation of their God and Mas-
ter. As far as we Freethinkers are con-
cerned, we cheerfully concede them the
place, as we have not been able to find it
on the map of this world, and no map
has appeared so far of the so-called other
one. | think for a man whose religion
teaches him to love his enemies, our
Christian Brother shows very little of the
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love to even his friend, for by no means
are we enemies to him. The only differ-
ence between our belief and his is that
when we are dead we consider ourselves
so, while our Christian brother thinks he
is still alive. And we also believe that to
be good here is enough for us, and that
we have no Masters over us, of which
we are proud.

I thank you for the enlightenment I
have got from your grand paper.

THE TRUTH SEEKER WAS COUR-
TEOUS.

From Mrs. Elizabeth Grannis, President
National Christian League for Pro-
motion of Purity, New York.

To the Editor of The Truth Seeker—
Dear Sir: Please accept my thanks and
appreciation of your kindly and courteous
treatment of my address given before the
Manhattan Liberal Club November 15.

I do not think pastors of churches will
generally agree with, me, that it is more
satisfactory to hold an argument in the
interest of what one believes the highest
and best for all the people, with the un-
believer, than to speak before an audi-
ence where we are assured we shall have
the sympathy and support of those who
agree with us.

I wish I might induce a multitude of
pastors and persons with whom 1 am as-
sociated in service, to read every word
of the discussion in The Truth Seeker,
with reference to our new Infidelity Law.

Please send me the largest possible
number of copies of The Truth Seeker
of November 30, that you would like to
circulate for the inclosec sum. Grate-
fully yours.

A “QUICKENED CONSCIENCE.”
From Gustav R. Horn, Wisconsin.

Editor Macdonald—Dear Sir: | have
for a long time been a reader of The
Truth Seeker, and I am ashamed to say
that it never before occurred to me that
no paper can long exist which is only
read and not supported financially. So
you will please find inclosed $5 which
will pay for one year’s subscription and
for the “Bible Comically Illustrated.”

I would like to have you ask your read-
ers this question: Can a Christian be a
Socialist, and can a Socialist be a Chris-
tian, or can one be both without hurting
either cause? | would like to have your
readers send in their opinions about this
matter, and believe that some interesting
answers would be received. 1 remain an
Infidel and your friend.

MAGNA CHARTA CALLED A FORGERY
From A. Galpin, Wisconsin.

To the Editor of The Truth Seeker:
I have just finished re-reading a pam-
phlet by Kenneth Farrington Bellairs (of
London, England) called “Is Christianity
a Forgery? Is English History a Fraud?”
in which (on page 16) he says, “Since
writing the above (1895) | see by the
papers that Magna Cha'rta has been dis-
covered to be a forgery.” Can you give
your readers some references to this
and to what paper the discovery was
made in?

[We can say no more than that the
above “discovery” may be one of Prof.
Edwin Jdhnson’s.  Professor, Johnsjon,
who is the author of several books on
antiquity, believed that all ancient liter-
ature had been fabricated since the re-
vival of Iearninﬂ.t . Our friend Burr of

Washington might tell our correspondent
more about this.—Ed. T. SJ

ATTACHED TO THE T. 8.

From M. A. Weckerly, Kansas.

Dear Old Truth Seeker Friends: |
have taken The Truth Seeker so long—
more than twenty years—that | would be
lost without it. | inclose draft for $5;
please send me “Folks Next Door” and
credit the remainder on my subscription.
Though my hours of work are such that
I do not get time to read all of the num-
bers, nor all that is in any of them, still
it is a comfort to have them handy when
I do get a chance to read a little, and 1

love to sec the familiar wrapper come
from the postoflice. Best wishes for the
editors of the paper and the cause it

champions.

A PRIZE STORY.
From J. Baxter, M.D., New Brunswick.

Dear Sirs: Send me the "Bible” by
Remsburg. | heard a good story the
other day. One of those “birds of

pray,” a clergyman, was visiting a fam-
ily and asked the lady of the house if
she had a Bible, as he wished to read
a piece out of it to her. She asked him
if he thought she was a heathen; “of
course she had a Bible in the house.”
Nevertheless, after going out and being
gone for some time she came back with
only a few loose leaves of the Book,
which she presented with the apology,
“l had no idea we were so near out.”

A SHIPMATE COMES TO ANCHOR.
From D. C. Millican, Oregon.
Editor Truth Seeker—Dear Sir: | send
you my new address. It seems like meet-
ing a long-lost friend to have The Truth
Seeker with me again. Best wishes for
the health and prosperity of The Truth

Seeker and her Boss.

THE NEW BOOK.

From Phoebe A. Klein, Utica, N. Y.

Dear Truth Seeker: 1 have just re-
ceived this morning “A Short History of
the Inquisition.” It is a grand book,
and | herewith inclose a dollar to cover
extra cost

SUNDAY IN THE DOMINION.

From Mr. and Mrs. R. B. Holmes, Alta,
Canada.

To the Editor of The Truth Seeker—
Dear Sir: We have the Truth Seeker
only once a year, but feel as if we could
not do without it. We have been Free-
thinkers for many years. About all we
are permitted to do here on Sunday is to
sit in the house and read, and even then
we are occasionally called on by some
zealous preacher or evangelist and com-
pelled to argue to support our opinions.
Success to The Truth Seeker, and long
life to its contributors. They are like
friends.

SOME LIBERALITY IN CANADA.
From H. McD. Walters, Ottawa.

To the Editor of The Truth Seeker—
Dear Sir: Several months ago you pub-
lished a letter from one Holmes, where-
in he compared the ignorance, supersti-
tion, and bigotry of Canada to that of
Russia. | repiied to his letter, and you
kindly published my answer.

Holmes has evidently been turning over
what | said in the narrow precincts of
his mind, for in your issue of 26th Oct.
last, he takes nearly two columns under
the heading “Canadian News and Notes”
to show forth how Canada is in the
“thraldom of Superstition.”

| said before that Mr. Holmes did not
know what he was talking about and now
| propose to prove it out of his own
mouth. How does Mr. Holmes substanti-
ate his charge ci ignorance, bigotry, and
superstition against Canada? He quotes
half a dozen questions from an examina-
tion paper of a little out-of-the-way
school, tells of a dramatic happening in
another small place wherein a woman
shoots a man in self-defence and is ex-
onerated by the court of all blame,
guotes from a daily paper a report of a
trial of a man for offending against the
Lord’s Day Observance act, wherein the
offender was discharged by a wide-mind-
ed judge. This is all, and really it
seems to prove that we are slightly en-
lightened. He winds up the article with
vituperation, referring to me as a “para-
site” and .a “feeder at the public crib"
because | happen to be an accountant in
the Department of Public Works. Mr.
Holmes should remember that vitupera-
tion is not argument and that there are
several kinds of bigotry besides religious
bigotry.



Mr. Holmen makes the Btatement that
If The Truth Seeker 11 entering Canadian
poBtofllcea It fa under paid atampa and
Closed wrappcra. Thia fa not Bo. Every
number of The Truth Seeker cornea to
Ottawa with tho uaunl newspaper wrap-
per. He Implies that | have denied the
Lord's Day act. Thia la not Bo, but )
doubt if Mr. Holmes ever saw the act or
he would know that It Is a very much
emasculated act and not what the church
party attempted to make law through the
Lord's Day Alliance, and an act much
less stringent than many such acts exit-
ing in the United States.

We have no bigotry or ignorance in
Canada which tolerates an Anthony Com-
stock in our midst, which drives a good
and well-meaning woman like Mrs. lda
Craddock to suicide, which hounds out
of the country a patriot like Gorky, nor
does our Premier or Governor-General
refer to Thomas Paine as a filthy little
Atheist.

Of course we have intolerance and
bigotry in spots the same as you have
in the United States, but because An-
thony Comstock and others of that ilk
no one of any breadth of vision declares
the United States to be ignorant, bigoted,
andl superstitious from one end to the
other. | doubt very much that Mr.
Holmes has seen Canada from end to
end or he would know that great Agnos-
tics like Sir William McDonald, like Mol-
son, like Captain Adams; all of Montreal,
have not been raised, honored, and re-
spected in a country steeped in igno-
rance, bigotry, and superstition.

Sir Wm. McDonald has given millions
towards the betterment of education in
Canada. Mr. Holmes does not know
these things. He does not know that
Sir Wm. Mullock, who was Postmaster
General and a member of the Privy Coun-
cil, is an Agnostic. Mr. Holmes imputes
motives to me because he has no argu-
ment; he writes himself down as both
ignorant and bigoted by charging against
the whole of Canada a condition of affairs
which does not exist except in small
rural centres, which it is evident is all
Mr. Holmes knows of Canada.

I am as well known in Ottawa as any
town pump, and known for what 1 am,
an Agnostic and Freethinker, yet | suf-
fer no inconvenience of any kind; have
never been “hounded on the streets” or
insulted. Open discussion on religion
may often be heard here and is not con-
sidered bad taste. If I am ever op-
pressed by the interfering zealots who
Mr. Holmes would make people believe
are so plenteous here, | know | can get
justice, as Norman Murray got it in Mon-
treal when he was attacked by the evan-
gelist Torrey this year. There is such a
thing as being a bigoted American or a
bigoted Freethinker, but no true philos-
opher is as bigoted and ignorant of facts
as Mr. Holmes makes himself by his ut-
terances.

Every Friday | sit on the council of
the Children’s Aid Society, which works
in conjunction with the Juvenile Court.
The council members include Jews, Gen-
tiles, and Infidels. Catholic priests and
Protestant ministers sit side by side with
me, the Agnostic. Ladies and gentlemen
of all shades of belief and disbelief act
together towards the end of reducing in-
fantile criminality among us. Does this
in Canada seem bigotry? Yet Holmes
says we are bigots, and Holmes is uu
honorable man.

When the Catholic clergy declared
themselves for the Conservative party,
the Catholic Province of Quebec went
Liberal by a large majority. Does this in
Quebec seem priest-ridden? Yet Holmes
hath said that Quebec is priest-ridden,
and sure he is an honorable man, so are
they all, all honorable men, but misin-
formed and ill-informed.  President
Roosevelt is un honorable man, but be
has a nasty way of calling people liars
and not apologizing when ho is in the
wrong.
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ON THE SUPPRESSION OF TRUTH.
From a Freethinker to a Timid Local
Editor In Oklahoma.

To the Editor of The Truth Seeker:
The Roff Oklahoma Eagle published the
pretended letter of Publius Lentulus 1
eent in the following communication:

"In your paper of Oct, 18 you give un-
der the head, ‘A Description of Christ,
a pretended letter from PubUus Lentulus,
claimed to have been found in an ancient
manuscript. This happens to be a for-

ery, like other numerous documents ex-
ibited by Christians.

“The Rev. Robt Taylor, in his THege-
sis,’ gives the document in Latin and a.
translation, and the language is different
in some parts of it from the version you
published. The Rev. Robt Taylor says,
‘It was first found in the History of
Christ, as written in Persic by Jeremy
or Hieronymus Xavier.” Mr. G. W. Foote,
another English writer, says that it ‘was
prefixed to some parchment manuscripts
of the Gospels, written three hundred
and seventy %ears ago, and still preserv-
ed in the library at Jena." | suppose
this is the very ancient manuscript from
which Christians obtained it.

"The use of fraud and forgery was
common among early Christians. A- dis-
tinguished French Protestant says they
‘made no scruples to forge whole books/
and this is admitted by such eminent
Christian authorities as Mosheim, Middle-
ton, Giles, Giesler, and Bishop Ellicor.
Bishop Ellicot says ‘it was on age of lit-
erary frauds,” and that ‘history forces up-
on us the recognition of pious frauds as
a principle which was by no means in-
operative in the earliest ages of Chris-
tianity.” Mosheim says that ‘fraud and
deception’ in the interest of religion was
an established maxim,” and Dr. Lardner
says that ‘Christians of alll sorts were
guilty of this fraud.” Those who were
%uilty of forging whole books would not
alk at a little thing like the, so-called
letter of Publius Lentulus. They had the
incentive, as they needed the document,
and it was forged for the purpose.

“The Gospels themselves are forger-
ies. They were not written by the men
whose hames they bear. The Rev. Dr.
Giles says, ‘There is no evidence that
either of the Gospels, the Acte of the
Apostles, or any other writing, as we
have them, existed within a hundred and
twenty years after the Crucifixion.” The
ripest Christian scholarship admite that
they contain many interpolations. They
propagated their doctrines through fraud,
forgery and force, and destroyed all op-
Eosmg evidence that they could lay their

ands on, and if they needed a docu-
ment necessary to prove their claims, it
was forthcoming, just like the pretended
letter of Publius Lentulus.

“Among their numerous forgeries Is
the passage in Josephus about Christ,
which Dr. Lardner conclusively shows to
be a forgery. Wo cannot believe such
Christian evidence when it is well known
that they forged such documents when
badly needed. But falsehood and fiction
answers the purpose of Christians ad-
mirably well, while truth would be fatal
to th-spr claims. Of the laity, and of
Christians generally, who are woefull
ignorant of the means used to establis

hristianity, we can only say,

“ ‘Fofr faith, fanatic faith, once wedded
ast

To some dear falsehood, hugs it to the
last.’

"AN OCCASIONAL READER.”

In an editorial the following week the
editor mentioned the communication by
“An Occasional Reader,” and refused it
because: L His columns are not open to
occasional readers. 3 Name must tw
signed and published. 3. Does not desiro
to enter into ft discussion, as no good
would he accomplished. 4.  Will not
publish aujthiug to tear down Christian-
ity and thus aid the work of the devil.

I sent the following rejoinder:

“I wrote the article last week to show
that at least oue fperson in the city of
Roff was aware qf tho fraudulent char-
acter ot the letter claimed to have been
Written by Publius Lentulus. | was not
surprised at the way you treated it

“Editors ot weekly papers, in towns
where they must entirely depend wupopg
Christian ‘putrouage,,.are not free men.
it they have opinloi® opposed to the
grant Christian element, they dare not
express them for fear of financial ruin.
Aud that is the justice of the Christian

gyntem! Could any fair-minded person
Bay such a thing is just? Papers which
Christians support dare not treat all
aides with fairness.

"But there is no justice In Christian-
ity. Christians act as if no_one bad a
right to oppose them in religious optn-
ictn. | know that they exclaim that
every one has a right to his belief, but
their actions belie their words. U a
man has a perfect right to bis opinion,
then he cannot be blamed for It, yet
Christians heap up calumny ou unbe-
lievers and preach them into torment.
The7 are all the time trying to get their
dogmas enacted into law in this which
was fully Intended for a secular govern-
ment, founded by such unbelievers as
Washington, Paine, Jefferson, etc. They
have always tried to keep unbelievers
from exercising full citizenship. All of
which proves that the pretended fair-
ness of Christians to the unbeliever is
nothing but a transparent sham. But
their minds have been warped by Chris-
tian dogmas. It Is in the 7erv nature
of Christianity to make its adherents
thus, and not in the abuse, as is claimed.
We cannot have a just civilization until
the hateful dogmas of Christianity are
rooted out. )

"Your saying that 7ou would not give
space in your paper to anything to tear
down Christian!t/ and thus aid the work
of the devil is nothing but claptrap to
tickle the ear of Christian prejndic»».
But it has its weight with them and with
all those who are Tools for Christ's
«ak»." One relirion say* the same abooi
others, and Christian sects say as orach
about other Christian Met*. Christinai
have branded almost every great liseov-
,ry and invastion as being of the devil.
They said it of printing by whfch you
now earn your Living. They said it of
instrumental music. They said it of th#
natural sciences—of astnmaay. fsetCKV.
etc. But their charges of anything be--
ing from the devil have always been f*J*->
and always will be. It is because Chris-
tianity rests upon a false foundation
Its story ot a creation with Its Garden
of Eden, Its talking <n*ke, and t* tetl
of man, have been shown by selaace -0
bo fallacies- The foundation being * fal-
lacy, the superstructure must tail with it.
Its heaven and hell are leiusions, ;ts
devil a myth, so is its god.

“You say that you do no* desire to
enter into a discussion, a* no good wtaud
be accomplished. Why? te it not bBcaaBe
the Christian mind to not ogeB to tn»to?
If they had a suspicion that their dee-
trines were false they wo*id not care
to know about it- Have they act aiway*
calumniated the ones who told the tnua
about their reUgtoa? They do not want
the truth. They almost openly euafeee
that a lie suite them better. Do they net
any, ‘Even it Christianity a teho it te
safer to believe it?* Is not that the at-
titude ca a cringing, moral coward? Does
God kwe moral cowards and Twati)
slaves better than he does the brave. :ear-
less thinker*? If he doe*, ha dees not
deserve the homage cff an honest maa.
If that plan» truth 1* LWWX Safe to tWdteWw,
who made it so? They say that God
made all and ordameu st m. the way it
should go. W that s true, and actual
truth is not safe, then God te the real
-Father of Lies, and more to be despised
than their mythical devtL Stax, according
to their Sible, God is the first liar a*
record, and the eerpeat was the first trute-
tellert And this is- the system which
claims to be the light of the world and
to have a monoEOIy of truth. It ia the
ignis fatuus of the dismal swamps ai ig-
norance. Those who tallow thte light
clothe falsehood and hypocrisy in. broad-
cloth and purple rubes ami tease them on
the fat of the land, while they ostracize,
boycott blacklist the truth-teller. And
this is Christendom as Christianity has
it.

“Why did you not publish the article?
It cannot be because it was only from
ux occasional reader, If you strictl?/
wished the truth you would have wel-
corned it, aven from one who had never
seen your paper. Do you. never publish
anything except from constant readers;
It Is not because no name was signed.
Mast aU ths hooks at the Bible are anony-
mous. Do yon. abject to them? Your
other reason, because it was opposed to |
Christianity,  conclusively invalidates '
such reasons. Had my name been signed, |
you would only have published it and'
not the article, which your main reason |
goes to show.

“You represent me as asserting on my
own authority these forgeries. But 1°
gave you high Christian authority. They |
were pressed to make these admissions, |
and these admissions rightly understood
speak volumes more than | could say
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against the system. | hope yon will car-
ry your investigations ot Christianity a
little further.

“AN OCCASIONAL READER.”

The Jefferson Bible.

The Life and Morals of Josus of Naza-
reth. Extracted Textually from the
Gospels, Together with a Com-
parison of His Doctrine with
Those of Others, , Also
His Letters to Ben-
jamin Rush.

This book é;ives the English text of
what Is called “The Jefferson BJble/" re-
produced from a full citation of the pas-
sages contained in that volume. hile
that volume was still In the possession of
Mr. Jefferson’s grandson. Col. Thomas
Jefferson Randolph, au accurate copy of
its contents was made by Henry 8. Ran-
dall, one of Mr. Jeffersons biographers,
»nd from that copy the English text Is
reproduced in the pages ot this book.
As a fit introduction to it a letter to Dr.
Benjamin Rush, ami a comparison of tho
loctrines of Jesus with those of others
«re published, %iving perhaps tho fullest
expression of bls religious views over
nade by Mr. Jefferson bimeelf.

This book is Jefferson’'s notion as to
file life and doctrines of Je*us, and It i*
significant that he ends uho Life with tho
>*ytng of Jesus in the sepulchre. Tho
-eeurrection formed no part of J*ffor*on
belief. The doctrines selected by Jeffer-
son as commending themselves to him
»re the precepts which the Christians
seditious:?/ avoid quoting. As * whole,
he considered th* doctrines of Jesus de-
ieettve, and to have been made worse b
:he Christina*, and so made * wee-little
300k of the doctrines he deemed the
beat.

It. la predicted that Five Million
Copies of this Book will be sold.

FRIGS, >1.
Addreee THE TRUTH SEEKER,
S3- Vesey Street, New York.

WALT WHITMAN

An Address by
ROBERT O. INGERSOLL.

* LIBERTY IN LITERATURE.”
Portrait of Whtman.

A Testimonial co Walt Whitman, by Col-
MMeé laaereoil. being * Lecture
delivered in Philadelphia
Oct 31, isso. Also the
FUNERAL ADOREM
Delivered by Colonel Ingersoll at Har-
leigh, Camden, March 30, 181)2.

The Lecture and Funeral Address are
mhlime in ihamselves, marvelous
*magery, and wonderful diction. Each ad-
Emrer cd hath ih*** great men should
have chia book. Ingersoll brought out
the best of Whitman in his own incom-
parable way—in the way no other man
since Shakspere could do it. It is not
only more than “a grand, sweet song.”
It 1S a canvas whereoa in the most won-
iarful colors are painted pictures of Ufa
and love and liberty; the most poetie
and finest delineations of nature’s myriad
forms. It is a book which will be read
and re-read with aver Increasing delight.
Paper cavers, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.
LEGENDS

Of the

Patriarchs and Prophets

and other

Old Testament Characters
BY S. BARING-GOULD, M. A-

The reader will find in this book a great
deal of matter about the Bible heroes
which Is not contained fa that "sacred
volume,” and is likely to think the narra-
tives mare interestingly told. These stor-
ies, however, have the same authority
as those accepted as canonical, namely,
the authority of tradition and legend.

A Unique Collection
Pp. 379, PRICE $1.

A Few Reasons for Doubting the

Inspiration ofthe Bible.
Paper, 10 cents.

BY BOBIT G. INGEHSOLL.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.



780
- THE MASTER'S MASTERPIECE

By DANIEL K. TENNEY
PRICE 10 CENTS.

A criticism of the “Sermon on the
Mount,” deemed the masterpiece of Je-
sus, the so-called Christ of the Christians,
and an oratorical effort labeled by them
the grandest thing in literature but
which Mr. Tenney shpws to be defective
in about all ways a sermon can be.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

THE LOVE OF GOD AN
IMPOSSIBILITY

By DANIEL K. TENNEY
PRICE 10 CENTS.

The title explains the subject, and the
case is made clear.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

MODERN THEOLOGY AND ITS

IDEAL JESUS
BY DANIEL K. TENNEY.
PRICE 10 CENTS.

An examination and criticism of the
swords of Jesus, the so-called Christ, as
given in the book named the New Testa-
ment

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

Secret of the East

By Prof. Felix L. Oswald.

Against Christianity Dr. Oswald finds
seven objections to lie with a torce un-
shaken by all the efforts of all the theolo-
gians who have "expounded” its mys-
teries or “reconciled” with science its
plain and irreconciliable inconsistencies
and contradictions. No one, he says,
can overlook the facts that: 1. The rise
of the Christian faith corresponds with
the sunset of the great south-European
civilization; 2. That the zenith of its
power coincides with the midnight of
medieval barbarism; 3. That the decline
of its influence coincides with the sunrise
of a north-European civilization; 4. That
all the principal victories of Freedom and
Science have been achieved in spite of
the church, and In the face of her open
hostility; 5. That the exponents of the
Christian dogmas persist in their hostil-
ity to the progress of all reform; 6. That
the worst enemies of political and intel-
lectual liberty were firm believers In
the dogmas of the New Testament; 7.
That among the contemporary nations of
the Christian world the most skeptical
ate the most civilized, while the most
orthodox are the most backward in free-
dom, Industry, and general Intelligence.

Cloth >1.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

171 mail on receipt ot $1.J0.

TRUTH SEEKER, Publishers,

62 Vesey S”eet, New York.

ORATION

ON VOLTAIER

By VICTOR HUGO.
Price, 10 cents.

Address The Truth Seeker Co.

The Truth Seeler. —

CHILDREN'S CORNER IfOR ¢
- Boys and Girls, |
<<>} YOUNG AND OLD. »

Edited by MISS SUSAN H. WIXON,
Fall River, Mass.

“Between the dark and the daylight,
When the night is beginning to lower,

Comes a pause in the day’s occupations
That is known as the Children’s Hour.”

Opportunity.

Master of human destinies am I;
Fame, love, and fortune on my foot-
steps wait,
Cities and fields | walk! | penetrate
Deserts and seas remote, and passing by
Hovel and mart and palace, soon or

late
I knock unbidden once at every gate.
If sleeping, wake; if feasting, rise be-
fore
| turn away. It is ihe hour of fate
And they who follow me reach every
state
Mortals desire and conquer every foe
Save death; but those who doubt or
hesitate .
Condemned to failure, penury, and woe
Seek me in vain and uselessly implore,
I answer not and | return no more.
—John J. Ingalls.

Opportunity’s Answer.

They do me wrong who say | come no
more

When once | knock and fail to .find you,
in;

For every day | stand outside your door,

And bid 'you "wake and rise to" light and
win.

Wail not for precious chances passed
away;

Weep not for golden ages on the wane.

Each night I burn the record of the day;

At sunrise every soul is born again.

Laugh gke a boy at splendors that have
sped;
To \(/janist,)hed joys be blind and deaf and
umb.
My judgments seal the dead past with
its dead,
But never bind a moment yet to come.

Though deep in mire, wring not your
hands and weep.
| lend my arm to all who say “I can.”
No éhame-faced outcast ever sank so
eep
But yet might rise and be again a man.
—Walter Malone.

Dismal Sunday Reading for Children.

It would be interesting, says the Lon-
don Tribune, to note the attitude of the
modern’ child if he were suddenly con-
fronted with the phase of religious
thought and feeling which found part of
its expression m the old-fashioned Sun-
day reading. Sunday reading is, | should
say, peculiar to the English nation, just
as Sunday itself has a special meaning
for the Englishman—a meaning which
comes out in “sacred music” and har-
moniums, in kid gloves and missionary
lotto. There, were once two dear old sis-
ters who, unable to go to church and
obliged to put their eribbage in the cup-
board till Monday, found Sunday evening
inexpressibly wearisome. An ingenious
friend suggested that they should play
“halma” and call it the “Israelites Cross-
ing the Red Sea,” -which they did, much
to the pleasure and profit of their souls
and their tempers.

Though it would be exaggeration to
say that Sunday reading is entirely out
of date, yet it carries us back irresistibly
to a Victorian era of heavy mahogany
and green rep curtains, of stuffed birds
and wax flowers in glass cases edged
with red plush—the insignia of every
house with pretensions to solidarity and
elegance—of drawing room tablecloths of
red cloth edged with red plush, or per-
chance of handsome black material with
a handworked embroidery of yellow jes-
samine all the way around. It recalls
funny little rickety footstools with wool-
wotk tops—indeed, woolwork of all kinds
from pansy slippers to pelargonium sofa
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cushions—extraordinary feats of patch-
work, crazy or otherwise, crochet anti-
macassars (a wonderful word, forsooth)
and knitted quilts, which represented
years of patient labor. And then imag-
ine yourself a very little girl in a stiff
clean frock with short sleeves, which at
church time by a mysterious and painful
system of nooks and eyes let down and
became long, seat yourself on a wool-
work footstool and Lake your “Pilgrim’s
Progress” on your knees or your best
Bible, which was given you by your god-
fathers and godmothers at your baptism,
and you will suddenly feel that man—
and little girls, too- -was made for the
Sabbath and not that the Sabbath was
made for man.

It is not, after all, such a great while
ago since the mother of the family put
away all week day books and papers on
Saturday night, and secular news and
thoughts were exchanged for volumes of
sermons, missionary magazines, and
"Sunday at Home,” such as you still find
at old fashioned hotels and railway sta-
tions. 1 once knew a sweet old lady
whose husband—a rigid Liberal and Non-
conformist—had for some thirty years
tried to induce his wife to be “broad-
minded,” but notwithstanding, after he
had gone to bed on Saturday night she
always slipped down and surreptitiously
put away all the week day books.

Some families were, of course, brought
up almost exclusively on missionaries.
Every Sunday morning a penny was put
.in the missionary box, on which knelt a
little appealing black brother, and also
when you were naughty, which suggested
doing evil that good might come. The
“poor heathen” was the topic of the day,
and you congratulated yourself with Dr.
Watts when he wrote:

“Lord, I ascribe it to thy grace
And not to chance, as others do,

That | was bom of Christian race
And not a heathen or a Jew;”

A very popular story was “Little Henry
and His Bearer,” which described a good
little white boy who told the poor black
man about God, and who, of course, died
very young.

All very good little children died young
in the story books, so that unusual good-
ness must have been the source of con-
siderable anxiety to affectionate parents.
I came across a little old book the other
day called “Examples for Youth.” On the
yellow flyleaf was written in childish,
careful, sloping hand, “Presented to
Mary Palmer Junior. By her sister.” It
was to be read on Sundays and was da-
ted 1828. History has it that Mary
Palmer, Jr.,—a demure little Quakeress
withal—became somewhat flirtatiously in-
clined not so many years later, so the
book may have been given as an early
corrective. The accounts are taken from
a work called “Piety Promoted,” and all
of them begin with unusual piety in early
youth and end with the deathbed of the
little paragon and his or her dying words.

Dr. Watt's “Divine and Moral Songs for
the Use of Children,” already quoted
above, were in great request for Sunday
consumption, for the good doctor provi-
ded for all emergencies. There are “di-
\pne songs” on “The Dangers of Delay,”
“Solemn Thoughts on God and Death,”
"Examples of Early Piety,” “Against Ly-
ing,” “Against Quarreling and Fighting,"
“Against Idleness and Mischief,” “Against
Pride in Clothes," the last of which runs:

“How proud we are; how proud to shew

Our clothes and call them rich and new.

When the poor sheep and silkworms
wore

That very clothing long before.”

Pity for the poor sheep and silkworms
and heathen was the correct thing, and
this  unconsciously superior attitude
comes out again in the following:

l\\/% God, 1 hate to walk or dwell

ith sinful children here;

Then let me not be sent to Hell,
Where none but sinners are.”

My Creed.

I would be true, for there are those
who trust me;
I would be pure, for there are those
who care;
I would be strong, for there is much to
suffer;
| would be brave, for there is much to
dare;
I would be friend of all—the poor—tire
friendless;
I would be giving and forget the gift;

ift;
I wo%ld be humble, for I know my weak-

ness;
I would look up—and laugh—and love
—and lift.

—Howard Arnold Walter'

Biggfest of all Animals.

The sulphur bottom, or blue whale, as
it is better called by the Norwegians, is
not only the largest living animal but
the largest that has ever lived, reaching
a length of eighty feet or, very rarely,
a little more. Whales grow much
larger than this in books and newspapers,
but in actual life not one in a dozen,
even of this species, attains a length of
eighty feet. The popular idea of a whale
is that it is a clumsy animal, but as
shown by models it has the graceful lines
of a yacht. The total weight of a whale
is about sixty tons, and unusually large
and fat individuals must .reach at least
sixty-five tons. The largest animal of the
past so far discovered is the great Dino-
saur brontosaurus, and this big reptile
weighed about thirty-eight tons.—Muse-
um News.

The Sky.

Above the walls and climbing high,
The blue begins they call the sky;

It's made so high and wide—I know—
To give the wind a place to blow.

And clouds that go a-sailing by

Need every bit of all the sky;
Besides, if it were small and fight,
How could it hold the stars at night?

But one thing that | can’t see through'
Is why they made the sky all blue;
And now, in April, it is spread

With blue like violets overhead.

I think I'm glad it is not white
For then the sun would be too bri
Perhaps they thou?ht blue .sky might be
More comfortable for you and me.

Sometimes it. looks so soft and deep
| wish it were not quite so steep;
Too steep to climb—and when I fall

I don’'t go the right way at all!

One morning for an hour |

Kept tr?u_ng to fall into the sky,

But fell into the grass instead,

And almost always bumped my head.
—Grace Hazard Conkling.

bright;

Men Who Failed in School.

r A society for “flunkers,” the prime
requisites for membership being a fail-
ure in some study or expulsion, is the
latest organization to be effected at Ohio
Wesleyan University.

The organizers have been looking over,
old records for distinguished alumni who
are qualified, and have sent invitations to
join to Vice-President Fairbanks, Bishop
McDowell of the Methodist Church, Dr.
Frank Gunsaulus of Chicago, Senator
Foraker, and Mayor Brand Whitlock of
Toledo.

Getting Acquainted.
“Ivglpt acquainted very quick
ith Teddy Brown, when he
Moved in the house across the street,
The nearest one you see.

“l climbed and sat upon a post
To look, and so did he;

| stared and stared across at him
And he stared back at me.

“l p'posed he wanted me to speak
I' thought I'd try and see—
“l said, "Hello!" to Teddy Brown
He said, ‘Hello! to me.”
—-Sidney Dayre.

Religious Zeal.
Now, Johnny finds suddenly
Prayer his delight;
The Sunday school Christmas tree
Looms into sight
—New York Sun.



8IX HISTORIC AMERICANS. By John
$Ei - Remsburg. Large 12mo. ~ Price,

This work consists of two parts, “The
Fathers of the Republic,” and “The Sa-
viors of Our Republic.” In. regard to
Paine’s religious views, Mr. Remsburg
establishes the negative of the follow-
{R/g: (1) Was Paine an Atheist? (2)7

as he a Christian? (3) Did he recant:
Page after page of the most radical
Freethought sentiments are culled from
the correspondence and other writings of
Franklin and Jefferson, which show that
these men were as_pronounced in their
rejection of Christianity as Paine and
Ingersoll. That Washington was not a
church_communicant, nor even a believ-
er in Christianity, is affirmed or admit-
ted by more than a score of witnesses,
one-half of them eminent clergymen, in-
cluding the pastors of the ~churches
which he and his wife attended. In sup-
ort of Lincoln’s Infidelity, he has col-
ected the testimony of more than one
hundred witnesses. “ These witnesses in-
clude Mr. Lincoln’s wife; his three law
Wrtners, Maj. Stuart, J_ud%e Logan and

. H. Herndon; his private secretaries,
Col. Nicolay and Col. Ha%; his executor
after death, Judge David Davis; many of
his biographers, including his companion
and_confidant, Col. Lamon; his political
advisers, Col. Matheny, Jesse W. Fell,
and Dr. Jayne; members of his cabinet,
and scores more of his most intimate
friends and associates. = The refutation
of Grant’'s alleged Christian belief is
complete, and the proofs of his unbelief
ate tull and convincing.

THE BIBLE. By John E. Remsburg.
Large 12mo, 500 pages. Price, $1.25.
Eleven chapters on the authenticity of

the Bible—Thirteen on the Credibility of

the Bible,—Ten on the _Moral{jy of the

Bible. With an Appendix of Unanswer-

able Arguments. Against the Divine_Ori-
in and in Favor of the Human Origin of

the Bible. Twenty-six pages of Index.

BIBLE MYTHS, and Their Parallels in
Other Religions. With numerous Ilus-

trations. By T. W. Doane. Sixth Edi-
tion. Large 8vo, 614 Pages cloth,
$2.50: half morocco, mottled, $5.

A comparison of the Old and New Tes-
tament Myths and Miracles with those
of Heathen Nations of Antiquity. Con-
sidering also their origin and meaning.
It is a perfect Encyclopedia on the sub-
jects treated, containing a vast amount
of out-of-the-way knowledge not accessi-
ble to the majorlté_of_ readers. It is the
most important Biblical criticism that
has ever appeared, being the result oi
many years of study of the relllglons of
antiquity. It is thoroughly reliable, every
fact being verified by copious notes and
authorities.

THE BIBLE COMICALLY ILLUSTRA-
TED. In board covers, $2; in cloth
covers, $2.50.

The Old and New Testament Stories
Comically Illustrated; bound in one vol-
ume. About 800 pages and 400 pictures.

NEW TESTAMENT STORIES COMI-
CALLY ILLUSTRATED. Nearly 400
pages. A page of text to each picture.
About 200 pictures. Price, cloth, $1.50;
boards, illuminated, $1.

The pictures are the illustrations which
appeared in The Truth Seeker and wert
highly commended for their wit ana
point. The text is in chief ]part by
George E. Macdonald, most favorably
known to readers of The Truth Seeker.
The cover is from an original design_by
Ryan Walker, one of the best cartoonists
in the whole country.

OLD TESTAMENT STORIES COMICAL
LY ILLUSTRATED. By Watson Hes-
ton. Cloth, $1.50; boards, illuminated,
$1..

Four hundred pages; two hunared full
page pictures; the stories humorously
told and hard tacts given concerning the
origin and authenticity of the Old Testa-
ment. A page of text to each picture.

RELIGION AND THE BIBLE. By F. D.
Cummings. Price, cloth, $1.

A Dbook to aid those seekin%_light up-
on Biblical and religious subjects. It
will be particularly acceptable” to those
emerging from the church, assisting them
to clearer ideas of the Bible, and
strengthening their faith In reason.
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BOOKS THAT MAKE THE BEST

GIFTS FOR THE HOLIDAYS.

INGER8BOLL’S COMPLETE WORKS. By !
Robert G. Ingersoll. Dresden Edition.
Price, cloth, delivered, $30; three-quar-
ter levant, $60.

This is the onl%/ edition of Colonel In-
gersoll's Complete Works In print It
IS published with the authority and un-
der the supervision of his family, from
his manuscripts, notes, and literary mem-
oranda. Twelve octavo volumes, contain-
ing from five hundred to six hundred
Bages each, handsomely illustrated with
hotogravures, Etchings, and Half
Tones. Pictures of Colonel Ingersoll
from young manhood to old age; pictures
of his various homes, autographs, etc.
They are printed on finest laid rag paper,
widé margins, gilt top, uncut edges,
square backs, and bound library style.
They are mechanically worthy “of ‘the
splendid genius of the author.

LIFE; A Prdse Pdem. By Robert G. In
gersoll. Printed and |tho%ra}phe_d in
color and signed in autograph facsimile
on heavy cardboard, size 12J4x16 inches.
Sent by mail, carefully wrapped, on
receipt of price, 50 cents.

This world-famous monograPh is with-
out its peer in literature. It is a gem
without a flaw. An exquisite work of art,
suitable for frame, easel, or mantel.

LOVE. A Prose Poem. By Robert es.
Ingersoll. Size 12x16. Price, 50 cents.
Printed upon heavy card paper, with a

photograph of the author and his grand-

children and a handsome_bunch of flow-
ers in colors, to the selection is apgended

a fac-simile of the signature of Colonel

Ingersoll. It is the work of an artist at

photograph and color printing.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF INGERSOLL.
Edited by Vere Goldthwaite. In
boards, $1.65; leather, $3.15.

_ Selections from the lectures and wri-

tings of Robert G. Ingersoll, with a bio-

graphical sketch of the author. Hand-
somely printed on Alexandria deckle-edge

paper.
PROSE POEMS and Selections from the

writings of Robert G. Ingersoll. Oc-
tavo. Over 400 pages. oards, gilt
top, $1.50; Fine Edition, printed on

Stratford Deckle Edge Hand Made pa-
er, Cloth, Gold Bac
2.50.

The book is designed for and will be

accepted by admiring friends as a rare
personal souvenir.

and Side Stamp,

A VISION OF WAR. By Robert G. In-
ersoll. Printed on 15 leaves (10x
1'A), 13 of which are exquisitely il-
lustrated in colors by the well-known
artist, Mr. Harry A. Ogden. Price,
postpaid, $1.

The title page of this marvelous piece
of patriotic word painting_is embellished
by two handsome portraits of Colonel
Ingersoll, one as the soldier, taken In
1862, as Colonel of the 11th Illinois Cav-
alry, and the other as the lawyer and
orator in 1877. The leaves are fastened
together by ribbons in the national col-
ors. Every patriot, every lover of liber-
3/, should possess this incomparable pro-

uction.

MEN, WOMEN AND GODS. By Helen
H. Gardener. With Preface by Col. R.
G. Ingersoll. Price, $1.

Contents: Introduction by Colonel In-
gersoll. Men, Women, and Gods. Vi-
carious Atonement. Historical Facts and
Theological Fictions. Appendix Address
to the Clergy and Others. Letter to
Cleveland Congress of Freethinkers.

THE SYSTEM OF NATURE; or. The
Laws of the Moral and Physical World.
By Baron D'Holbach. Large octavo,
449 pp. Price, $1.50.

The edition Is H. D. Robinson’s trans-
lation, with notes by Diderot, and is the
most important of the learned author’s
forty-five works,

EVE'S DIARY. By Mark Twain.

1.

%’his iS a companion volume to “Ex-
tracts from Adam’s Diary,” which thou-
sands have laughed over.” It purports to
be a “translation from the original,” and
tells of Eve’s experiences in the Garden
of Eden and afterwards. It is a delight-
ful whimsical satire.

Price,

LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE.
cure D. Conway. In two volumes, roy-
al octavo, gilt tops, uniform wrtn the
author’s edition of Paine’s Writings.
Price, $5.

in this work the life of the great
Commoner of Mankind, founder of the
Republic of the World, and emancipator
of the human_mind and heart, receives,
for the first time, adequate treatment.

By Mon

THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS PAINE.
Collected, edited and chronologicall
arranged by Moncure D- Corrway, wit
ortrait, notes, and historical irrtroauc-1
ions. In 4 wvolumes, royal octavo, |
ilt tops. Set. $10. Sold separately. |
er volume, $2J50.

PAINE_ PICTURE for Framing. From|
the Sharp engraving of the ™ Homney |
Portrait.  Oval, 8x10 inches. Prmted‘
on the finest and heaviest %aper, 16x
20 inches. Mailed, postpaid, 50 cents.

FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREE-
THOUGHT. By Samuel P. Putnam. |
Hlustrated with” 141 half-tone engrav- |
ings of the foremost men and women |
of the past and present. 900 pages, |
marbled edges, silk cloth covers.
Price, $5.

A History of Rationalism and Ration- |
alists. tracing, the ﬂrowth of Freethought |
and acquainting the present generation |

with the mental pioneers of the race. |
picture of the triumphs of Freethought |
for the last four hundred years in phil- |

A

osophy, science, literature, education,
and government. An interpretation of
personalities rather than by events.

ORDER OF CREATION. Controversy be-
tween Gladstone, Huxley. M. Reville,
Max Muller, and E. Lynn" Linton. Cloth,
75 cents.

The eminence of the writers. oi this
volume Is a guarantee of its great ability
and value as a controversial work. Mr.
Gladstone was the ablest lay supporter
Protestant Christianity had in the
century, and he was vanquished by his
opponents solely because he was on the
wrong side. All the parties to the con-
troversy stand at the front in literature
and science, and these papers are a con-
test of the giants.

THE EVOLUTION OF MAN. By Ernst
Haeckel. Cloth. 2 vols. in one. $1.20.
A Popular Exposition of the Principal

points of Human Ontogeny and Phylo-

geny—the evolution, of the individual and
the evolution of species.

LAST WORDS ON EVOLUTION, By
Ernst Haeckel, Professor at Jena Uni-
versity, price, $1.

A popular retrospect and summary.
Translated from the second edition by
Joseph McCabe. With three plates and
Haeckel’s latest portrait.

Are Yon About
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MARTYRDOM OF 'MAN. By Winwood
Reade, Price, $1.
_ A Synopsis of universal history, show-
ing what the race has undergone in its
rise to its_present plane. It shows how
War and Religion have been oppressive
factors in man's struggle for Liberty, and
the last chapter, of some 150 pages, de-
scribes his ntellectual struggle from the
brute period to the present, adding. an
outline of what the author conceives
would be a religion of reason ana love.

AGE OF REASON. By Thomas Paine.
Presentation Edition. ~ Price, $2.
Part | reprinted from the first English

edition. Part M correctled by M. D. Con-

way's edition. With_Paine's’own account
of “his arrest in_Paris. Photogravure
portrait from the Romney painting exhib-
ited in London. C_onj[amlnfg also portrait
from the Jarvis painting; from the Peaie

Pal_ntlng, known as the Bonneville por-
rait. representing Paine as a member of

the French Assembly, and a half tone

of the peale painting. Large half tones
of the house presented to Paine, In

| which he lived in New Rochelle, and of

the monument and surroundings. York-
town. Pa., scenes; also eight half-tone
views of buildings, etc., associated with
Paine's life in_Paris, and other 'llustra-
tions. With Preface. Chronological Ta-
bie. Notes, Index, etc. Printed on an-
tique_wove _paper, Iarge octavo, wide
margins, gilt edge. Special cover de-
sign in colors. The finest and most ac-
curate of all editions. Postpaid, S-

ADAM'’'S DIARY. By Mark Twain. Pries

n.
it is Acbuis daily record of his lite
from the times he found the “new crea-
lure with the iong hair,” which was a
good deal *n the way and which he
wished wonM stay with the other ani-
to the time he fmal!¥ found that
he could not he hatipy without it, and
found That it was better to live outside
of the garden with her than inside with-
out her. The story is very briefly told—
too brtcOy— lit every liné sparkles with
wit. The pictures, one to each page of
are by F. Strothman.

SECRET OF THE EAST. By Prof. Felix
L. Oswald. Cloth, >1. =
This book shows the inevitable and
perpetual conflict between Christianity
on. the one side, and education, civiliza-
tion, and freedom on the other.

THE BIBLE OF NATURE. By Prof. F. L.

Oswald. Cloth, $1.

An outline of the Religion of the fu-
ture: preaching the gospel of "Redemp-
tion" by reason and science; reconciling
instinct and precept; and making nature
the ally of education.

THE STORY HOUR. By Susan H. WIix-
on. [lllustrated. Boards, $1.
This is a book of stories and pictures
for children, and contains no religion or
theology. *

to Buy a Book?

No Matter What It Is
Send tHe Order to Us

Everyone buys books
of our readers buy man
We ask all our readers

of some kind, and many
y books of many kinds.
, and all friends of the

cause in which we are engaged, to buy books of

all kinds from us.
contributes to the exten
The Truth Seeker.

Every purchase from us

sion of the influence of

Let it not be supposed that our business in
books is confined to the titles which are ad-

vertised or mentioned in

The Truth Seeker. We

supply promptly any book that anyone may
want, of any kind or class, at publisher’s price.
Inquiries promptly answered.

. Unless otherwise state
ed Free.

d, all books are deliver-

THE TRUTH SEEKER, 62 Vesey Street, New York, N. Y.
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SIX HISTORIC
AMERICANS

WITH PORTRAITS

BT

JOHN E. REMSBURG

George Washington-
Thomas Jefferson
Thomas Paine

Benjamin FranKIlin
Abraham Lincoln
Ulysses S. Grant

The Six Greatest Figures in Ameri-
can History, and Not One of
Them Was a Christian. All
Were Unbelievers—All
Freethinkers

WASHINGTON
Propositions proved:

1. That Washington was not a
Christian communicant.

2. That he was not a believer in
the Christian religion.

JEFFERSON

Says Benjamin Lossing in his
“Lives of the Signers of the Decla-
ration of Independence:”

“Inreligion he was a Freethinker;
in morals pure and unspotted.”

PAINE
In regard to Paine’s Religious

views Mr. Remsburg establishes the |

negative of the following: i. Was
Paine an Atheist? . Was he a
Christian? 3- Did he recant?

FRANKLIN

“It is much to be lamented that a
man of Franklin’s general good
character and great influence
should have been an unbeliever
in Christianity, and also have done
as much as he did to make others
unbelievers.”—Dr. Priestley.

LINCOLN

A cloud of witnesses testify to
Lincoln’s rejection of Christianity.

GRANT

The refutation of Grant’s alleged
Christian belief is complete, and
the proofs of his disbelief are full
and convincing.

The Book Contains about 55
pages. It has portraits of
Paine, Jefferson, Wash*
ington, Franklin, Lin-
colnand Grant

It is printed in large clear type
on heavy paper, and hand-
somely bound

PRICE, $1.25

A Book that Every American Free
thinker will Delight to Own

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,
62 Vesey Street, NewYork
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Gems of Thought.

No mere spasm of goodness will make i
a right life, for we rise no higher than
our habitual thinking.—M. W. R.

What is the measure of love we owe
to others? It is the measure of what We
think is owing Ourselves;,—Dean Stanley.

Re-examine all you have been told at
school Or church; of in any book, and
dismiss whatever insults your own soul.
—Walt Whitman;

The world is upheld by the veracity of
good meh; they make the earth whole-
some. Life is sweet and tolerable only
in our belief in such society; and actu-
ally,. or ideally, we manage to live with
superiors. We call our children and our
lands by their names; their works and
effigies are in our houses.—Emerson.

But Not Today.
“0 Allah, take me!” prayed Ram Chun-

def.

AbO\(/je him crashed and Tolled the Thun-
en.

“Not now!” he cried in fright and sor-

row,
“Not now, O Lord!—I meant tomorrow!”
—From the Hindu.

True religion is peace, and we cannot
have peace unless we leave the consci-
ence unshackled on obscure .points. If
we want truth, every man ought to be
free to say what he thinks. If the advo-
cates of one side are to be rewarded with
miters and the advocates of the other
side with rope or stake, truth will not
be heard.—Erasmus.

The Broader Impulse.
And he who will not form a link
Of new conditions soon to be.
Ere long must stand aghast to see,
Old systems toppling down the brink.

They cannot and they shall not last.
The broader impulse of the day
Will gain and grow and sweep away
The rank injustice of the past,
—Ella Wheeler Wilcox.

_The world will have to learn that so-
cial progress is a difficult matter; that
is easy to move without progressing—as
Micawber’s horse was all action and no go,
that whatever progress is made is only
brought about by hard thinking; that aE)-
peals to the great heart of the people
are all very well in their way, but will
effect very little without stimulating ap-
peals to its stupid head; and that Chris-
tian sentimentalism only, obscures the
real issues and intensifies the emotional
chaos which is the affliction of every ra-
tional reformer.—G. W. Foote.

A -Wish,

If T could have one wish and one alone
But granted me

It would not be for riches or for fame,
But it would be

That I might always know the right from

wrong,

Truth clearly see,

And seeing, knowing, what was just and

true,
Have strength, though Self-opposed, the
Right to do! —H. W. Francis.

When once a man begins to examine
saaely and unemotionally all that he
holds most sacred, he soon finds he has
passed be%/ond the pale of even the broad-
est church. The people who do not care
to examine their creeds will liken one
who does so to the child who digs up its
flowers to see how the roots are getting
on; and one is bound to admit that the
practice is not to be recommended for
vegetables, or for vegetable minds;
lhough nothing but good can come of it
to those in whom the love of truth has
east out all fear—Charles B. Wheeler.

Self-reliance is one of the best lessons
ever learned. As moral beings, we have
to hew out our own fortunes. Don't ex-
pect some one else to do yoiir work for

ou. Rely on yourself, but don’t be sel-
ish. Rely on self, but do not for that

reason refuse t6 hold out the helping"
There are times when |

hand to others.
the self-reliant man needs the help of
others and then others should give it and
he should take it. If a man is not suffi-
cient in himself, for good reasons, to
cope with the difficulties of life, it is no
dishonor to accept assistance, but clear-
IK it is best for the individual in society
that each man develop all the resources
within his own nature and rely on him-
self.—Baptist Commonwealth.

JUST OUT

A SHORT HISTORY OF
THE INQUISITION

WILL BE

DELIVERED AT ONGE

One Hundred Pages of
[llustrations -

Six Hundred and Eighteen
Pages Text

A Twenty-seven Page In-
dex

LLong Primer Antique Type

Large Twelvemo.

Cloth, back and
| Postpaid, $2.00.

side stamp.

Order now if you wish a copy of
| the First Edition.



THE TRUTH SEEKER
COLLECTION

OF

FORMS AND CEREMONIES FOR
THE USE OF LIBERALS

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED
CONTENTS:

Forme for Organization,
Articles of Association,

Demands of Liberalism,

Thirteen Principles,

invocations,
Marriage Services,
The Naming of Infants,
Funeral Services,

Funeral Services, Spiritualistic,
Obituary Notloes,
Thoughts on Life and Death,
Epitaphs,
Sentiments and Toasts,
How to Get up a Lecture,
Freethought Readings.

While this is the title of a book for-
merly Issued, the present edition is prac-
tically a new work. We have prepared
it to meet the demand for something
which shall aid Liberals, on all occa-
sions, to do the proper thing, and particu-
larly to provide funeral forms, Bo that
Liberals and Spiritualists may conduct
these sad ceremonies without the assist-
ance of %emally trained speakers and
writers. e have omitted from this vol-
ume the bulky collection of hymns, since
better ones, set to music, can be had in
the "Cosmlan Hymn Book," and have ad-
ded a great deal from the best literature
of Freethought on the subject of death,
With several forms and addresses which
have been used with much satisfaction.

PRICE.............ccc.. 25 CENTS.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO,,
62 Vesey Street, New York City.

The Priest, the Woman
and the Confessional.

The Confessions of Mothers, Sisters
and Brothers
Over Forty Thoasand Already Mid.

BY FATHBH CHINIQUX.
Author of “Fifty Year* In the Church of Bum."

The work la conceded by tbe pulpit and praaa
of the country to be the beat authority upon the
confessional. " Its author haa done good service
In the.cauae of Protestantism, and ho speaks from
a personal experience In the workings of the Bo-
man Catholic Church, where he held high poettie*.

CONTENTS.

|I. The Struggle Before the Surrender e< Wmb-
anli/ Self-respect in tho Confessional. .

I1. Auricular Confession la a deep pit of perdition
for the priest.

I1l. The Confeaalon la the Modern 8odom.

IV. How_the vow of celibacy le mads eaoy by
Auricular Confeaalon. )

V. The Highly-educated and refined woman la the
Confessional—What becomes of bar after hor -
condltlonal surrender—Her irreparable ruin.

VI. Auricular Confeaalon destroys all tho oecsnd
’les of marriage and human society.

VII. Should Auricular Confession be tolerated
among civilised nations!

VIIIl. Does Auricular Confession bring pease to
the soul?

IX. The Dogma of Auricular Confeaatoa a Mma-
rilogloua Imposture.

X. Some of the matters oa which the peteet of
Borne must question his penitente.

Sent to any addreao $1 OO

on receipt ot price.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER

Orthodoxy.

A Consideration oi the
Congregational Creed.

By ROBERT G. INGERSOLL.

Some of the f|ooints touched upon in this
examination of orthodoxy are: God aa a
Governor, the Love of God, the Fall of
Man, the Atonement, the Second Birth,
Inspiration, Christ's "reign ot truth and
love,” the Whirs itbrought, the Resurrec-
tion, the Judgment Day, Miracles of the
New Testament, the Ascension, Casting
out Devils, Eternal Punishment, Some
who are Damned, Immortality.

ONE OF THE BEST OF INGERSOLL'S
LECTURES.

Price 10 Cents. Address Tho Truth
Seeker.

. 62 Vesey Street, New York, N« Y,
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Not for

Again or Yet?—Father—"Ta that young
man here again?" )

Daughter—"No, pa, it's all the Bawwe
call.”—=Harper’s Bazaar.

Parsons.

Encouraging.—Said an ambitious youth
one day to a young lady, “Don’t you
think " better dye my mustache?" ca-
ressing the faintly visible progeny. "I
think If you let it alone it will die itself,"”
said the lady.—Woman’s- Home Compan-
ion.

A_Bit Difficult—Riding in an omnibus
ulo Regent street last evening, | heard an
old lady annoying the other passengers
bty her ‘remarks. “The conductor remon-
strated with her, saying, “Ma’am, remem-
ber you are in a public vehicle, and be-
have as such.”—Spectator.

One Too Many.—A street car in charge
of a newly-appointed Irish conductor ha.l
just, left the car barn for the down town |
run. Before it had proceeded many
blocks, it was boarded by an inspector.
This official after a glance at the regis-
ter and the occupants of the car. asked,
in surprise: “Why, O'Flaherty, how’s this?
You have seven passengers and the regis-
ter shows but six fares rung up!”

"Begorra, is that so?” puzzled the
green conductor. Then instantly a hap-
py solution of the difficulty struck him.
*Git out 0’ here, wan o’ yez!” he shout-
ed. “There’s wan too many o’ yez in this
car!”—Harper’'s Weekly.

Knew the Author—In the Beecher |
family the name of Mrs. Stowe was of-
ten quoted to the younger generation _as
one having authority. On one occasion
a grandniece of Mrs. Stowe became very
angry at a playmate and, stamping her
foot, said: "I hate you, and | don’t want
anything more to do you with_you, nor
your manservant, nor "your maidservant,
nor your ox, nor your ass.” Her mother
sternly reproved her, asking her if she
knew ‘what she was saying. Little Miss |
Beecher prom tl,y rewed: “Yes, the Ten
Commandments.” “Well, do_you know
who wrote them?” The child, Iooklng\
disgusted, answered, “Goodness, yes!
Aunt Harriet did, 1 s’pose.”

_ A Protest.—The brave ship was wallow-
ing in the waves that threatened to en-
gulf her at any moment.

Hastily the captain ordered a box of
rockets and flares brought to the rail,
and with his own hands ignited a num-
ber of them in the hope that they would
be seen and the passengers and crew
rescued. )

‘Mid the rockets’ red glare, a tall, thin

austere individual found his way with
dlff![culty to the rail and spoke to the
captain.

‘Captain™ said he, “lI must protest
against this dare-devilishness. We are
now facing death. This is no time for |
a celebration.”—Success Magazine.

Immaterial.—The janitor of a sfnall
church on the South Side raises a few
chickens in a small inclosure in his back
yard. The eggs of these he sells to some
members of the church in which he |
works.

Last Saturday, one of his customers
asked him if he could spare a dozen eggs |
within the next two or three days.

“Oh yes, ma'am,” replied the janitor,
“Til bring you a dozen fresh ones to-
morrow morning.” )

“Oh, no,” protested the housewife; “I
shouldn't want you to bring them on .
Sunday—not on Sunday. John."

__“Well,” replied John, “all right ma’am
if you say so. but it don't make no differ- |
ence to the hens.”—Harper's Weekly.

THE MUSINGS OF ARROYO AL.

It seems to me this life we lead
Is jest like that in_Cattle Land:
A few wild critters will stampede
A quiet and contented baud;
And find out what the trouble was—
You can't, because there ain't no cause. |

One bawlin’ critter in the herd

Kin do more damage on a drive.
His locoed doin’s is absurd,

And at the market—man alive!—
That critter that has scatrt the bunch
Don't fetch enough to buy a lunch.

They has to be. It seems to me.
These locoed steers and locoed men.
But think how easy life’d be
If, wheu they bawl and bawl again.
The herd *d stand there as it shud.
And jest tftKe fresh hohdt on its cud!
««mDenver Republican.
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PAINE'S WORKS.

Paine’s Political Works, includin% Common Sense, The
Crisis, and Rights of Man. Cloth, 31,

Common Sense, Paine's first work. Paper, 15 cents.

The Age of Reason. An Investigation of True and
Fabulous Theology. Paper, 15 cents, or 8 for $1. Cloth,
50 cents,

Paine's Age of Reason. A Sumptuous and Artistic
Presentation edition. Part I, reprinted from the first
English edition (Paris, 1794). Part IL, corrected by Con-
way’s standard edition. With Paine’s own account of his
arrest in Paris. All the matter of the original edition
will be found in this, and it contains matter previously
unknown to any of Paine's friends, editors or biogra-
;t))hers, and the largest collection of portraits ever

rought together. Photogravure Portrait from the Rom-
ney painting exhibited in London; also portrait from
the -Jarvis painting; from the Peale painting, known as
the Bonnerille ﬁortralt, representing Paine as a mem-
ber of the French Assembly. and a half-tone of the Peale
Bal_ntmg. Large half-tones of the house presented to
aine, 1n which he lived in New Rochelle, and of the
monument and surroundings. Yorktown. Pa., scenes, and
other illustrations. With Preface. Chronological Table,
Notes. Index, etc. Printed on antique wove paper, large
octavo, wide margins, gilt edge. Special cover design

in colors. The finest and only accurate edition. Boxed,
Postpaid. 52. o

The Crisis, Containing numbers from I. to XVI. tn-
elusive. Paper. 25 cents.

The Rights of Man. Paper. 25 cents. Cloth. 50 cents.

Pains's Life, with remarks on Comte and Rousseau.
By Calvin Blanchard. Paper, 25 cents. )

The Writings of Thomas Paine. Collected, edited and
chronologically arranﬁed by Moncure D. Conway, with
portrait, notes, and historical Introductions. In 4 vol-
umes, royal octavo, gBt tops. Set, 510. Sold separately.
Per volume, 52.50. )

Life of Thomas Paina By Moncure D. Conway. In
this work the life of the fgreat Commoner ot Mankind,
founder ot the Republic of the World, and emancipator
of the mind and heart, receives, for the first time,
adequate treatment. In two volumes, royal octavo, gilt
tops, uniform_with the author's edition ot Paine's Writ-
ings. Price. 15. )

or all ot the fore_Pomg. Address

HE TRUTH SEEKER CO..
28 Lafayette Place, New York.

Memories and EXxperiences of
Moncure Daniel Conway.

IN TWO LARGE VOLUMES. WITH PORTRAITS AND FAC-
SIMILE LETTERS.

\ir Conway had unusual opporamines for observing men and events—
rha position of an 'in.'fliM». acd independent witness. His autobiography is unique,
and closely w, an unique epoch. He haa had a very varied and active
life among famous men and historical mo?aments A son of OId Virginia, he
was a ktosman of the Washingtons and other historic families. He was an advo-
cate of slavery at eighteen; an exile for abdtitioniam at twenty-two; Methodist
itinerant near Washington; listener in the capital in the time of Webster, Clay,
Calhoun, Benton, Cass, graduate of the Harvard Diviniéy School, Unitarian min-
ister at Washington and Cincinnati; publicist and editor during the war. He was
personally with Abraham Lincoln, and with the anti-slavery leaders In
Congress and throughout ths country; and was a resident of Concord and friend
of Emerson, Thoreau, and other eminent men there.

Mr. Conway kept careful diaries of his friendship with Carlyle, Emerson,
Browning, and Tennyson, and many other men with whom he was thrown In
contact A mere list of them is a prompt invitation to open his book. Besides
those already mentioned are such man as Hawthorne, Lowell, Holmes, Thoreau,
Garrison. Agassis, Alcott, W. H. Channing, Beecher, Theodore Parker, Thackeray,
Martineau, Newman Tengykw, W. J. Fox, Cobden, Disraeli, Gladstone, Palmer-
ston, Burne-Jones, and Brooke Herford. The two volumes are profusely illustrated
with ﬁortraits and with facsimiles of interesting letters from famous men.

These large volumes are more entertaining than any novel printed within our
recollection. |

Price, 56.00. Postage, 43 cents extra.
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., e6n Vesey Street, New York. N. Y

AregularI%educated and legally qualified physician and the most
successrul as his practice will prove.  Cures Men, young, middle-aged or
old of those Debilitating and Life-Wasting Diseases—Seminal Weak-
ness, Varicocele, Impotency or Lost Manhood, by a Medicine applied
externally. His Booklet explains italL Sent to any address for six 2 ct.
stamps. “ Sworn Testimonials are given—positive proof of the great cura-
tive powerofhls_remedg. Many of the-cases cured were Ior]gi(standlr]g
and propounced incurable By this you can seethere is no risk to run in
sending for this New Method of Cure.” Address the Doctor at VINELAND
NEW JERSEY, where he js permanently located. Consultation free and

confldeatipL
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News of the Week

Congress is in session this week.

The navy defeated the army 6 to 0 .in

a football game at Philadelphia, Nov. 30.

The New York _
S00 men to do the extra holidav work.
More than 5,000 applied for the jab.

Chancellor ven Buelow has been forced
to deny the charge made in the Reichsta
that Emperor William is without a Wi
«of Ms own but is controlled by h clique

<of degenerates.

~ On account of a new law compellin
insurance companies to pay a tax of

iper cent oh alll of the premiums collected
in Wisconsin, the' foreign companies are
likely to withdraw fi'Olii the state.

Dr. George F. Shrady, the noted New
York physiCian, died on !'Dec. 1, aged 60
years. Dr. Shradé attended two Presi-
dents, Grant and Garfield, was editor of
tho Medical Record, which he founded,
and a leading writer on medical topics.

At the age 0i 68 Edward Payson Wes-
ton, the okLVme pedestrian, has comple-
ted a Walk from Portland, Me., to Chi-
nago, Ill., in forty-one hours less time
than when he walked the same route for-
ty years ago. The distance walked was
1,375 miles; time, 24 days.

The trial of George A. Pettibone for
alleged complicity in the murder of for-
mer Governor Frank Steunenberg began
in the District Court at Boise, daho, Nov.
'27. Jafrfes H. Hawley, leading counsel
for the State, and Clarence Darrow, chief
| coufii*l for the defense, were present

The United States National Museum at
Washington has placed on exhibition a
specimen “leaf” of a thornless cactus de-
veloped by Luther Burbank of California.
The perfecting of a cactus without thorns
means a valuable forage plant which will
grow as well in arid as in moist regions.

Georgia courts, under prohibition, will
prosecute persons who serve intoxicants
at receptions or card parties, which one
judge has already declared to be as great a
crime as to furnish drinks from a saloon.
The new liquor law has already led to
overindulgence at house parties, hence
the action of the courts.

It is reported from Washington that
President Roosevelt has lost many friends
on account of the financial flurry. But
nobody has been able to trace the alleged
business depression to Mr. Roosevelt.
The rascality of the bankers and the
greed of the money sharks seem to fur-
nish a sufficient cause for the shortage
<of currency.

The emigration of foreigners from our
shores is now' greater than ever before
in the history of the United States. Last
week more than 30 000 left this port for
points in Europe, and this week’s exodus
IS expected to be double that number.
Steerage fare has been raised from $21
tc|>_ $31 without reducing the outflow of
aliens.

When the steamer Tosamarus arrived
at Victoria, B. C., from Yokohoma Nov.
28, the |mm||%rat|on officials forced all the
Japanese ticketed to that port with pass-
ports for United States points to proceed
mdirect to Seattle.  One hundred and
eleven who intended to debark at Van-
couver were forced to continue, the total
for the United States being 222.

At a diocesan synod held in St Pat-
rick’s cathedral' last week, Archbishop
Farley congratulated his clergy on the
fact that since the last synod, three
years ago, there bad been an increase of
twenty-two parochial schools in the dio-
cese, with an increased registration of
10,000 pupils. The registration is not
large in view of the great Catholic im-

migration.

Seventy-one persons were killed—most
of them Dy carelessness—during the hunt-
ing season of 1907, now about to close.
This is slightly below the record for last
year, when 74 persons lost their Jives in
Pu_rsmt of game. The number of injured
his year, however, is in excess of that
of the season before, 81 hunters having
been hurt this year, compared with only
70 during 1906.

The Rev. William Gaston Parker, for
many years a well known minister,
drowned himself Nov. 30 in the canal at
Goshen, Ind. When Parker retired from
the ministry several years ago be entered
politics and has been successively a can-
didate for the Republican nomination for
county treasurer, county auditor and

ostoffice advertised for
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ciyinty assessor, but was always defeated.
He then became despondent.

Claiming a part interest in the land on
which the First Gliurch of Christ Scien-
tist, is bhiit and also in what was known
il Colonial days as the “Town of New
Harlem,” Mrs. Laura E. Skeels, of No.
131 West 101st street, has begun suit
for $100,000 damages i'ojr fraud and con-
spiracy agalllbt Henry Pennington Toler,
a wealthy Christian "Scientist, and Mrs.
AUgbsta E. Stetson, who introduced the
Christian Science faith in this city.

Count Laszlo Szechenyi, in compliance
with the Hungarian IfiW, has published
at Natafalvh, Hungary, his future home,
the details of his forthcoming marriage
with Miss Gladys Vanderbilt, of New
York. They include a copy of th© bride-
elect’s birth certificate, a Statement that
she is born of white parents, and her
gromlse that the children of the marriage

hall be reared in the Roman Catholic
faith. Miss Vanderbilt has taken up the
study of the Hungarian tongue with a
view, it is surmised, of learning how to
pronounce her future husband’s name.

Upton, Sinclair whose Helicon Hall ex-
periment at EhgléWooa, N. J., was abort-
ed by five, proposes that the next group
he heads shall live in wagons and tents
and move from place to place. “We will
be vegetarians and non-rentpayers,” he
explains, “and go in for dress rethi'm ahd
all the other radical ideas which appeal
to us. Some of US Who were at Helicon
Hall have longed for a renewal of cooper-
ative life away from cities and yet with-
out the monotony of the country. This
is Out solution of the modern problem
of living without servants and living
next to nature'.”

The church through its press, is al-
ready claiming credit for the “temper-
ance wave,” lately and at present sweep-
ing over the states. The claim is
disputed. If the churches have done it
now why have not they not done it be-
fore? So far as the churches héréabouts
are concerned, their efforts ih behalf of
legal temperance have stbpped with the
attempt to close saloons on Sunday. The
church movement is a Sabbatarian one.
Temperance people have found it easier
to procure state and local prohibition
than to enforce Sunday closing. And
there is a reason. Liquor drinking is in
a way of going out of fashion, especial-
ly with the younger generation. Large
industries, like the railroads, advertise
that among their employees abstainers
will be given the preference. People
pay more attention to their health than
formerly, and hygiene bars alcohoj. The
vegetarians and the health culturists de-
serve some credit for promoting anti-al-
coholic sentiment.  The church, working
almost solely for Sunday closing, has
not had the support of intelligent ab-
stainers. When, however, the proposi-
tion is made that communities shall go
out of partnership with the drink evil
and cease to license saloons altogether,
a majority in many places have acqui-
esced. Sunday closing would be in the in-
terests of the preachers. Total prohi-
bition may or may not work to their
advantage. Why should sober people go
to church?

The directors of the Trenton, N. J., In-
dustrial School of Arts, yielding to the
solicitations of prudes, have caused
draperies to be put on about twenty
statues in the nude. The verdict of the
public is that whereas the statues were
formerly artistic they are now vulgar,
while visitors who before came to ad-
mire return to jeer. The directors have
achieved that extreme of modesty which
Is the beginning of indecency.

Anthony Comstock reports that since
January 1, 1907, “155 arrests have been
made, many thousand cuts have been
destroyed, and twelve tons of postal
cards and pictures of an offensive na-
ture, have been turned in to the paper
mills.” A sane posterity will regard
this work as largely one of theft and
confiscation.

Lectures and Meetings

The Manhattan Liberal Club. Meetings
oPen to the public every Friday evening
at Mott Hall, 64 Madison avenue, oppo-
site Madison Square Garden.

Dec. 6—"The Beginnings of the Theatre.”

By George Henry Payne. (Dramatic
Critic, Evening_ Telegram.)

Dec. 13—*The Old Adultery Law: An
Answer to Mrs. Elizabeth B. Grannis.”

By Carl Easton WilllhftiS. ‘
Dec. 20—“The independence of Jew and

Christian.” By Elizabeth Burns Ferm,
Dec. 27—"Is Institutional Marriage a

Slavery System?” By Dr. Juliet H.

Severance.

Liberty Congregation. John Russell
Coryell speaks Sundag_ mornings at 11
o’clock in Lyric Hall, Sixth avenue, near
Forty-second street, New York.

The Brooklyn Philosophical Associa-
tion meets every Sunday afternoon at 3
o'clock in Long Island Business College
So. Eighth street, between Bedford and
Driggs avenues, Brooklyn.

Dec. 8—“The Truth About the Negro:

A ReRpIy to Tillman and DIxoA.* By
the Rev. Madison C. Peter's.

Dec. 15—“The Law and the Prophets."
By Mr. Max Radin.

De*c. 22—"What Christmas Means to
One Who Rejects Christianity.” By
the Rev. Henry Frank. * _

Dec. 29—“Roman Catholicism in the

United States.”
MacGrail.

Liberal Art Society. Mr. Platon
Brounoff, director. Meets at Terrace Ly-
ceum, 206 East Broadway, Friday even-
ings at 8 o’clock.

By Mr. Joseph F.

Advanced Thought Lectures. By Henry
Frank, Sunday mornings at 11 o’clock,
in Lotus.Hall, 115 West 79th street, near
Columbus avenue-.

The Harlem Liberal Alliance meets Fri-
day evenings at 8:30, in Fraternity Hall,
at 100 West 116th street.

Dec. 6—“The Master Builder.” By Dr.

A. P. Firth.

The Washington Secular League holds
meetings Ofen to the public Sunday after-
noons at 3 o’clock in Pythian Temple.
1012 Ninth street, N. W.

The Boston Freethought Societ
meets in the Paine Memorial Hall,
ApBIeton street, on Sunday, at 3 P. M.
J. P. Bland is resident speaker. The
Truth Seeker for sale at the door.

Omaha Philosophical Society meets
every Sunday afternoon at 3° o'clock,
Room 3, third floor, Rohrbough Bldg.,
ngeteenth and Farnam sts., Omaha.,
Neb.

Dec 8.—“The Cure of Disease Without

Drugs.” Dr. L. A. Merriam.
Dec. 15. — *“Corporation Legislation.”

Clinton Brome. _
Dec. 22—"Audubon and His Works.”

Mrs. Anna Q’Higgins.
Dec. 29—“Socialism.” Col. C. J. Smyth.

Speeches ol
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL

FREDERICK DOUGLASS.

At a meeting held in Washington, D. C.,
Oct. 22, 1883, t0 give expression to Con-
demnatory views of the decision of the
Supreme Court that the Civil Rights Act
was unconstitutional.

In view of the prominence of the "Ne-
gro Question” to-day thése speeches are
of special interest.

PRICE 10 CENTS.
Address The Truth Seeker.

WHY | CAN UNDERSELL
ALL COMPETITORS

A. Kiler, in Chicago Tribune.)

““Long investigation among the managers of
well kept Htores brings to light the fact that It
costs 20 per cent of the gross sales to pay all the
expenses of a store Thus an artie’e bought at
wholesale for $ 1, If sold at $1 20, or a Diamond
whilehcost$ 00, if sold for $120 ateBold attost.
T e Items elitering Into the exbénee dccbbht fire
rent (no matter if the merchant owns the build-
ing), interest oh themohey Invested in,stock-,.sal-
aries of fhe propr etor and clerks, light, fliel,
taxes, advertising, catalogties, Insurance, bad
aptounts, loss incidental to damaged and out-
of-date stock, etc. Therefore, to make mouey,
the dealer is forced to sell his goods at a profit
of 30 to 50 per cent or fall.”

All of the-e expenses | do not now incur.
licit the contlnuanc™ of the patronage of my old
customers and friends only A cosy office and
workshop in.my residence in this beautiful sub-
urb of Chicago suffices 1 have millions’ worth
of stock and -the newestto eelect from | buy
the goods direct from manufacturers and biggest
jobbers in the city for spot cash, getall discounts
and generally ship prepaid same day order is
received.

| so-

DIAMONDS AND WATCHES

are sure to advance in the near future. 1 am an
exper- of forty years’experience, and, for above
reasons can positively save you 20 per cent.
4end ’or prlees of Watehes, Jewelry, Rings,
Silver and Plated Ware. Optical Goods, Free
Thought Badges, Ingersoll Spoons, Ring Gauge,
and my tract, “Theism in the Crucible,” free.

OTTO WETTSTEIN,
La Grange, Cook Co., Ill.

Three of WINWOOD READE’S

Celebrated Works.

Martyrdom

of Man. )

NOW IN ITS TWELFTH EDITION.

This book is a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal .hiStOF%/,
showing what the raceHias undergone—its martyrdom—in its rise to ItS pres-

ent plane.
in the strug )
pages, describes his intellectual strugg
riod of the earth to the present, addin

It shows how war and religion have been o
le for liberty, and the last chapter, of some
le from the animal pe-

an outline of what the

gaoressive factors

author conceives would, be a religion of reason and love.
CLOTH, $1.00.

The Qutcast

Isa Freethqught Novel of great literary merit.
and Superstition that exists’in the Church.

It shows tho bigotry
It portravs a vivid picCture

of a Minister who was honest enough to throw on the shackles of
Superstltloe.:
loth, 75c. net; postage, HOc.

THE VEIL OF ISIS, OR THE

5*

piysienes of Ll Dry

s

interesting nyork givesavor  clear and _accurate ac-

count of tho earliest foruia

ion of Religion and Freomasonry.

Many of the Ancient rites and mysterious ceremonies that are

used” by

the Churches and Masonic orders, are

here given

in dvtidl and shows conclusively how they originated.
Cloth, $1.00 net; postage, I"c.
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