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SUNDAY CLOSING.

The Day in History, with Some Reflections on Our
Present Sabbatarian Enactments.

The divisions of time are natural. They are
ordained by nature, as is the four-fold year. They
were made by no religion, no Bible, no priest-
hood. The year is made by the revolution of
the earth in its orbit, the day by its revolution
on its axis. The month was suggested by the
period elapsing between one new moon and the
next one, and the four-fold division into weeks
was suggested by the four different phases of
the moon. It required no religion, n6 council to
make’ these divisions of time. When men first
began' to reckon by days, weeks and years we do
not know. Certainly that time was before his-
tory began, for there is no knowledge of any
time when the habit was not in vogue. Every
07.C of the days of week be™- the name of
p-.na™an deity,- thus furnishing The evidence of
Its antiquity. Still later, but long before the
Christian: Era, the pagans dedicated each one of
the days to one of the planets which they had in
turn deified. Thus, beginning with the first day,
weé have the' day of the Sun, the day of the Moon,
the day dedicated to Mars, to Mercury, to Ju;%i-
ter, to’ Venus, and, last of all, to Saturn. The
Egyptians,’ as the Jews, had no name for the
days of the week. They designated them numer-
ically as the first, the second, and so on to the
seventh.

The Habit of Resting.

When the habit began of devoting one day in
seven to rest cannot be determined. Certainly
the habit is very old. Unquestionably it was
evolved, as other laws have been, out of the ex-
periences and the needs of mankind. Man found
that the physical necessities of men and beasts
of burden required a periodical cessation from
toil. Thus the habit began of resting one day
in seven. Moses, on the part of the Jews, may or
may not have originated the habit. He may have
observed it among other peoples and adopted it
for his own, as he did in the case of many other
of his laws. The Mosaic law respecting the
seventh or Sabbath Day was explicit and en-
joined its observance upon penalty of death,
Moses was dealing with a people rude and igno-
rant. He knew that it would be useless to say
to that people, “Observe one day in seven as
¢ rest day, because it is necessary for your physic-
al well-being', for your happiness and your pros-

erity,” but, following his habit of giving added

orce and solemnity to his enactments, he said
to them, “Keep the Sabbath Day because Gocl
commands it.” )

Biblical Reasons for Keeping the Day.

There are two reasons, and only two, for keep-
ing the day holy. Take the first one: “In six
days the Lord made the Heaven and the Earth
and rested on the seventh.” We know that the
world \vas not made in six days. We know that
that conception of the ancient people was one
of ignorance and is a mistake. All people of in-
telligence. even the pulpit, will concede that the
six creative days are no longer common days,
but that those days were periods—geologic ex-
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tepsions of time. They reach over millions A.JpOI‘_]
millions ot years. 1neretore. okl —owmithis 'F
that reason that Moses #ssign Ol the
seventh day holy falls away. | t that argument
that the six days are geologic periods involves a
singular confusion. By the ssecond account oi
creation—for there are two iin Genesis—it ap-
ears that Adam was made a dav in advance of

ve. On that day he named the animals, the
beasts of the field and the fowls of the air. and
when it was finished he had nothing else to do
and was lonesQme. .Then itwas tlhat God caused
a deep sleep, to fail upon him xkil took from
his side a rib.
use of spare-ribs. And out of it )
and, considering the kind and tlhe quantitv oC
raw material and the results obimined,
probably the best work that was ever £uven to
mankind. But this is the second of rhe creative
days, and Adam has lived throngh the one.
Now, if those days were geologic p»ncwk \i'am
must have been millions of years old, ai
hadn't yet reached her teens. Notwithstanding
he was the only man living, one cannot help
.thinking that on account of the disparity in their
ages Eve would have been justified in refusing
him. But woman always has -been a mystery.

mBut the second reason for observing that Jay,
“Because thou wast a servant in ngpt and the
Lord thy God brought thee out with a might
hand and an outstretched arm, therefore shall
thou remember the Sabbath,” that was
a valid reason for the Jewish people of long ago,
does it hold upon other people who were not
bondmen in Egypt? Would it not be of equal
consistency to ask the inhabitants of Great
Britain to remember the Fourth of July to keep
it holy? The simple fact is that Moses was in-
culcatlnghan economic law and in order to give
it force he cited Jehovah for its authority, lie
thought God needed his aid. He was the crimi-
nal court of his time. _

The Biblical Sabbath Discarded.

1 he seventh day is not now regarded as holv.
The seventh day is not kept sacred by the Chris-
tian world. The seventh day is regarded by none
except a few inconspicuous sects, Rut we are
asked to substitute for the seventh day, which
Moses commanded, another day, and we are fur-
ther asked to carry over and invest the substi-
tuted day with all the sanctities and solemnities
that attached to the seventh day. But by whose
authority? John Milton asked this pertinent
question, “If ou the plea of a divine command

ou impose upon us the observance of a particu-
ar day, how do you presume, without the au-
thority of a divine command to substitute an-
other da%/ in its place?" And | ask by what au-
thority has the change been made, and if the
day has been changed, how do we know that

That 1s the firsit authenticatedj
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it was,

| life?”

| the moral commandments.

I mam esteemeth one day above another.

the sanctities that belonged > the old have
passed over to the new? | ai well aware that
we will be told that we havi massed from the
old dispensation to the new. that we are no longer
under law, but under grace, and that the gospel
has abolished the law and in its place has es-
tablished the new ordinances, and that Sunday
is one of them. .And now | ask where in the
gospels is there any expressed or implied substi-
tution oi the first day for the seventh? | sup-
pose that Jesus will be considered as the first
and the highest authority in this matter. You
are well aware oi his treatment oi the seventh
dav. or the Sabbath day. You know that he, in
a conspicuous™ open and avowed manner, tram-
SJied upon the orthodox notion 01 that day. The
Srnwrcn the HsxHe may -he- regarded- as- the
summary oi his moral teachings. He enumer-
ates the duties and obligations of man to his
fettowman and to God, and in all that wondrous
mountain sermon net one single word occurs

1 about keeping the Sabbath or Sunday or an

day holy. A young man came to him and said,
*'Good Master. what must | do to inherit eternal
"Keen the commandments,” “What are
the commamiments **  Then Jesus enumerated
Not one word is said
about keeping the Sabbath or any other day
heJv. Rut perhaps Pan!—the man who, more than
any other, buih the structure of Christian doc-
trine—perhaps he is authority tor it Let us see.
In his letter to the Romans, Paul says, “One
An.-

other man esteemeth alt days alike. Let every

111311 be tuilv persuaded in his own mind.” Now,

| am fully persuaded in my own mind that Sun-
dav is jtl-3 as good as any other day, and no
better. Paul did not say that somebody who
believes one day is better than another could be
persuaded in his mind for me. He said, “‘Let
every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.”
When he was writing to the Galatians he said,
“Ye observe days and months and times and
years. | am afraid of vou lest I have bestowed
upon vou labor in vain.” To the Colossians, he
wrote, “Let no man judge you in meat or in
drink or in respect of a holy day or of the new
moon or of the Sabbath.” ~There is a general
notion by people who have accepted tradition
and common belief rather than the result of in-
vestigarion that the Bible does countenance, at
least the New Testament does, the keeping of the
first day holy- Now, | openly and publicly state
that nowhere in the New Testament, expressed
or implied, is there a command for keeping any

..day holy above another.

The First Sunday Law.

But we have Sunday, and how did it come?
Where was the first Sunday law and who pro-
mulgated it? Who was the man? | will tell
vou- The first Sunday law "was promulgated by
Constantine in the year 321. This was the law;
“Let all judges and all the people who dwell in
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towns, rest, and all the various trades be sus-
pended on the venerable day of the Sun. The
people who dwell in the country, however, may
freely and without fault attend to the cultiva-
tion of their fields, lest by the loss of favorable
opportunity the commodities granted by Heaven
should be lost.” There is the first Sunday law.
Its promulgator was the Christian Emperor of
Rome. His name was Constantine. It was this
amiable and gentle man that killed his brother-
in-law, tore from his sister's arms her eleven-
Kear-old child and put him to death, murdered

is father-in-law and had his own wife Kkilled
by being thrown into a caldron of boiling oil. It
was this seraphic and saint-like man that gave to
the world its first and its only authoritative Sun-
day law. There was not, according to Christian
history, any general or universal observance of
it. Some of the early Christians worshiped on
Wednesday because it was the day on which
Christ was betrayed; some of them on Friday,
the day of his crucifixion; some of them on Sun-
day, the day of his alleged resurrection. The
most of them, after performing religious services,
gave themselves to other employments or pleas-
ures as they saw fit. It was not in their mind
that the day was sacred but that the service that
they engaged in was sacred. There were local
and spasmodic efforts made to enforce the ob-
servance of the day. One such attempt was
made early in the 13th century. One saint,
Saint Eustace by name, appeared with a parch-
ment which he claimed had been given to him
by God, who, he said, had written it himself in
heaven with his own hand, calling upon the
people to observe SundaK. Saint Eustace showed
this parchment to another liar, St. Simeon, and
St Simeon said it was authentic; it had been
written, as Eustace claimed, by God, not by his
secretary, not by his stenographer, but by God.
St Simeon was well acquainted with God’s hand-
writing. On the strength of Simeon’s recom-
mendation, Innocent 11l gave it the papal sanc-
tion. -The parchment, among other things, told
the people that unless they observed Sunday,
God would send upon them the pagan nations;
if still they refused, he would rain upon them
“wood and stones and boiling water;” if that did
not suffice, he would send upon them to devour
their flesh “beasts with heads like lions, hair like
women and tails like camels.” That these things
were to be carried out literally was soon attested
by miracles. A certain farmer attempted to plow
on Sunday. Instantly his hands became fixed to
the plow and remained thus fixed for two years.
A miller undertook to grind. When he poured
the grain into the hopéf)er it instantly changed to
blood. A woman tried to bake bread on Sunday,
and though she kept the fire as hot as possible,
at the end of the day the dough was dough, as
it was when she put it in. Another woman was
preparing to bake bread and before she had the
dough ready for the oven the hour on which Sun-
day began had arrived. Piously she put the
dough away in the pantry. The next Monday
morning when she went for it it was bread. It
had baked itself. You see, it would be a poor
rule that wouldn't work both Wags.

Ours Is the Puritan Sabbath.

The 'general observance of Sunday in the strict
way appears in England under the Puritans. The
rise of Sunday as a particularly holy day is both
suggestive and interesting. It came about as the
result of a controversy between Presbyterians on
one hand and Episcopalians and Roman Catholics
on the other. The fact wals that the Episcopa-
lians, like the Roman Catholics, had a large num-
ber of days dedicated to the saints. As a matter
of fact, there are not days enough in the entire

ear to accommodate all of the saints. So we
ave one All Saints day, and we put the unnamed
ones in generallg_ under the head of “miscellan-
eous” and worship them in a mass. Now, the
Presbyterians were opposed to the adoration of
saints. They were also opposed, and for the
same reason, to the dedication of days to saints.
How could they best oppose it? By erecting
Sunday as the day of days. The one day about
which all sanctity, all solemnity, should gather;
by Futting all the strength and emphasis of their
zeal upon the keeping of that day. That was
the origin of the Puritan Sabbath. The restric-
tions upon men’s liberty on that day grew and
increased. The Sabbath in Scotland under the
Puritans was to begin at three o’clock {Saturday

afternoon. It was later moved still back and the
holy day began Saturday at noon and did not
end until Monday at sunrise. There were forty-
two hours of holiness. That was in anticipation
of the life to come “where congregations ne’er
break up and Sabbaths never end,” and the little
boy wanted to know if after he got to heaven
God would let him go to hell once in a while
to play and have a good time. A Baptist minis-
ter was tried and convicted in England, not for
breaking the Sabbath, but for making an argu-
ment for its rational and common-sense observ-
ance—tried and convicted, han%ed and quarter-
ed, and -the four parts of his body exposed in
different parts of the city as a warning to im-
pious and blasphemous people. A woman In
Scotland, for a.trivial offense, like the visiting of
a sick person, was tried and convicted and kept
in prison fifteen years, until she died. If a vessel
was going to pieces upon the rocks and it was
the Sabbath Day, the people upon the shore dared
not lend any aid to the struggling, drowning
mariners because to have done so would have
been a violation of the sanctity of the day. The
Puritan Sabbath migrated to the new world with
the Puritans. In Connecticut in 1633 the good
people said they were met together to form a
state and a church, and the common, mutual
duty of both was to “preserve the purity of the
gospel of Jesus Christ.” That was the aim of
church and state. They further enacted that if
a man should speak “contumelious words of re-
proach” against the Bible or the Father or His
Son or the Holy Ghost, he should have his
tongue bored with a hot iron, and if he repeated
the offense, he was to be put to death. These
lamb-like people decreed that if a man committed
a burglary, he was to be branded; if he did it the
third time he-was to be put to death. That was
the mild penalty if he committed the Offense ort
a weekday. If he committed the offense on
Sunday, in addition to the first penalty, one ear
was to be cut off. For the second offense in
addition to the second penalty both ears to be
cut off. And for the third offense he was to be
killed. Thqg only reason they didn’'t make the
Bunishment for the third’ offense greater was
ecause they had reached the Ilimit. They
couldn’'t follow him beyond the grave. They
would, if it had been possible, have sent a spe-
cial commission to hades to act as stokers for the
furnace over which that poor man’s cell was
supposed to be located. These lovers of liberty
further declared that if a child struck his father,
he was to be put to death. If he was recalci-
trant and rebellious and had been piously in-
structed, and still his parents could not control
him, he was to be put to death. For visiting
on Sunday a daughter who was ill, a woman was
fined. Through the town of Roxberry on a De-
cember day, the ground covered with snow, three
women were driven, stripped to the waist,
fastened to a cart and whipped. These were for
infrin%ements upon the sanctity of Sunday.
ames Bryce on Our Sunday Laws.

All Sunday laws, without exception, are the
lingering reminiscences of the laws of the Puri-
tans. Not one of them has a basis in 'sociological
or economical principles. Every one of them
traces to some religious theory'and is therefore
archaic and indefensible. In the “American Com-
monwealth,” James Bryce, commenting upon our
laws, refers to those Sunday laws which are
upon the statute books of nearly all the states.
He cites Vermont, where under penaltﬁ of two
dollars a person is forbidden on the Sabbath Day
to visit from house to house, excepting in the
case of sickness, or for the performing of work of
charity. A man cannot visit his friend, a man
cannot visit his sweetheart, without he pays a
fine of two dollars. In South Carolina, he says,
a long list of prohibitions ends with this astound-
ing injunction that every man shall “observe the
Lord’s day by exercising himself in the duties of
piety and true religion.” He further cites that
the courts of Indiana have held that to sell a
man addicted to smoking a cigar on Sunday is
a work of necessity. The intelligent and pro-
%resswe law under which we are working in the

tate of Missouri was adopted by the Territory
in 1814, amended in 1825, and again at different
times, but it is substantially what it was when
the state was a territory. Under that first law,
under penalty of a fine of one dollar, a man
could not perform any work on Sunday, except
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the household offices of daily necessity. By the
State Assembly it was provided in 1825 that a
man must not hunt) or shoot on Sunday, except
it be to shoot a wolf, a wildcat, or a panther.
He must not keep his store, or allc or porter
house open later than 10 o’clock on Sunday morn-
ing. Later on—I believe it was in 1835—the law
was changed a little. Saloons, by that new
enactment, must close at nine o’clock Sunday
morning. The brethren had concluded that if a
man couldn’t drink enough by nine o’clock to
last him until after church he could go thirsty.
All of those laws breathe and bespeak the re-
ligious clement. Behind every Sunday law, half-
concealed and half-confessed, lurks the spirit of
religious oppression. What that spirit will do
when it has power mankind has learned all too
well. To resist and rebuke that spirit is the
duty, solemn and imperative, of every man who
believes in liberty and the rights of man.
Religious Prejudices of Jurors.

It is extremely unfortunate that in the present
and local situation the religious element has been
made conspicuous. | am reluctant to speak of any
man. Personalities have never had a place oh
this platform. But sometimes the official position
and relations of a man justify the breaking- over
of a well-established rule of courtesy and pro-
priety. No man who is actively, conspicuously
and ostentatiously a church man, and a sectarian,
can escape the fact that in the public mind there
is a distrust of his broadmindedness and wide-
ness of vision. No man who flaunts or parades
the fact that he is a religionist can keep unim-
paired the confidence of the public in his fairness.
Any man who is' a public lecturer on *“Jesus
Christ, the Man,” cannot persuade an unpreju-
diced public that he can fairly construe and ad-
minister laws that are believed by many to trace
back to the authority of Jesus Christ. 1 say it
is a deplorable fact that a religious coloring has
been dgiven to the present situation. When the
Grand Jury was called and the names of the
twelve good men were published, after each one
was printed the name of the church to which
be belonged- There wa* one Lutheran, one
Catholic, two Methodists, three Baptists, five
Presbyterians. Of course, this was a mere coin-
cidence. Wouldn't it have been a strange co-
incidence if the judge of the court who' named
the jurors had been a Freethinker and every man
he named of the twelve had also been a Free-
thinker? It would have been a strange and
singular coincidence. Now, | submit, if it was
to be a religious jury, made up of churchmen,
what was the excuse for leaving out) the Congre-
gationalists? I am a friend of the Disciples
Church and the Disciples Church is not repre-
sented on that#'ury. | am a strong, believer in
a great deal of the teachings of the Christian
Scientists and there is not a Christian Scientist
on that jury. Was it fair? And yet | can see
if a Christian Scientist had been on the jury that
great confusion and embarrassment might have
occurred. Suppose.some one had been brought
in to inform and under the stress and emotion
he had confessed himself guilty of a wrong. Then
might not the Christian Scientist have said, in
arguing against the issuing of an indictment
against the man, “He is not guilty; he only thinks
he-is.” But suppose that at that juncture the
higih and mighty triune judge had entered the
Grand Jury room, and someone should have an-
nounced, “Gentlemen, the judge- approaches.”
Then the Christian Scientist might have said,
“He is not a judge; he only thinks he is.” | say
it is extremely unfortunate that the religious
colorln? has been given to the present situation.

Not fong ago the press reported a minister as
commenting on the situation. Here are his as-
tounding words: “Those who are financially in-
terested are not competent to judge in this case
that is the case of the theatre closing). The
theatre managers are not, for they have an eye
on the box office. The newspapers are not, be-
cause they are _.Ipald for carrying the theatre ad-
vertisements. The actors are not because they
are interested in drfawingl their salaries. The
church-goers are not, because man?/ of them
would be at the theatre if they could afford it.
The ministers of the Christian church are the
only competent authority.” | hope the minister
was wrongly reported. 1 have no authority that
he said those things, except the newspaper re-
port, and would fain believe that it was a 'mis-'
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take, but what a confession! To what deepcrate
straits has the church come if it can secure pat-
ronage only by closing up other places? It re-
minds tnc of the man who came home at two
o’clock one morning, and as he stood there fum-
bling the knob and trying to recollect whether
it opetibd with a key or a combination, the door
was opened from within and there stood' before
him a vision in white. It was his wife. He said
afterwards that he never in his life had seen a
human being that looked so large and formid-
able. The man didn't say a word. He didn’t
have anything to say. Directly the wife spoke.
With steadied accents, painfully calm, she said,
“Why do you come home, sir, at this time of
night?” “Because,” says he, “all the other places
arc shut up.”

Ridiculous Inconsistencies of the Law.

Now, we have a Sunday law and we have
someone to construe it. According to olr mod-
ern Solomon you can buy candy today but you
can’'t buy meat—meat isn’t a necessity. You can
get a shine today, but you can’t 1get a shave or
a haircut. Is God more regardful of the feet
than he is of the head? Is that a deduction from
orthodoxy? You can buy bread today but you
can't buy butter. And that reminds me of the
tramp tliat went to a back door and asked for a
handout. The good woman looked ait him and
said, “l don’t approve of begging; you look like
a strong healthy man and you ought to work,
but I am a Christian woman and | will give you
a piece of bread—just bread—for Jesus' sake.”
He says, “Madam, put a little butter on it for
Christ’s sake.” _ ]

Through centuries of suffering men have
learned that the union of church and state means
religious oppression, that the altar and the throne,
the. prelate and the prince make one tyranny.
With that lesson before them, a lesson writteri
in blood on'every page of human history, the
fathers, in founding this government, eliminated
religion and retired God from politics. That
lesson the American people will not forget. This

overnment did not derive its authority from the

ing nor from the skies. This government does
not exist of God, by God, but exists of the peo-
ple, for the people, by'the people. As such it
was founded, as Such it has endured, and as such
it must continue if it guarantees the sacredness
of liberty and the rights of man.

PRESIDENT AND THEOCRATS.

His Late Important Action in Line with the
Divorce of Church and State.

Though from its establishment, for more than
a centufy, the national government of the Uni-
ted States, in principle and in fundamental law,
has been absolutely removed from the domain of
theological dogma and belief, and every citizen
of the nation who knows anything at all about
the government of his country is supposed not
only to know this but to rejoice in it and to ar-
dently support it as one of the chief glories of
his country and blessings of its citizenship, from
time to time there occur on the part of Ameri-
can citizens of at least average intelligence mani-
festations of the theocratical spirit which would
imply ignorance or disregard of this most im-
portant and fundamental fact in American civil-
Ization.

The latest manifestation of this sort has been
with reference to the omission from a new ten-
dollar gold piece, a large issue of which has just
been minted at the Philadelphia mint and is being
put into circulation, of the theological and, be-
cause used by and with reference to the nation
as a political entity, theocratical motto, “In God
we trust,” which, since 1865, has appeared upon
nearly all the coins of the nation. As soon as
this fact became known the theocratic spirit as-
serted itself in protest against the omission. In
Washington on November 7» immediately fol-
lowing the receipt of the first of the new coins
at the Treasury, the matter was taken up at a
. meeting of the “citizens' department” of the local
Christian Endeavor Union, and after being dis-
cussed “by a laiige number of the members of
the society, the sense pi the meeting was em-
bodied in a resolution protesting against omittin
the words, Tn God we trust,” from the new gol
half eagle, and calling upon the President and

the officials of the Treasury to recall the issue,
destroy the dies, and direct that all future coin-
age of the government shall carry the time-
honored phrase.” The press report of this ac-
tion, headed in part, “Christian Endeavorcrs
Want Name of Deity on New Coin,” was the
first intimation the general public of Washing-
ton had of this new and very proper departure
in removing from the nation’s coin this very
compromising and inconsistent affirmation for a
government which in principle and in fundament-
al law has from its establishment forsworn the
profession in any degretf whatever of a theolog-
ical creed. On the following day in its White
House report the Washington Star, under the
heading, “Rumpus Over Ten-Dollar Gold Piece,”
stated that while none had as yet arrived “vigor-
ous protests are said to be on their way to the
White House from Christian organizations and
ministers in different Farts of the country over
the new ten-dollar gold piece, from which is
omitted, ‘In God we trust,’” and that “sortie of
the resolutions and other protests suggest that
the coins that have so far been minted be re-
tired from circulation.” It was added that “it
is doubtful if the President will give any orders
as to the coin, the design having been zép[ﬁroved
by him before the coin was minted, and he has
been aware for some time of the objections to
it in some sources.” On the following Sunday
at least one Washington clergyman made "an
earnest and vigorous protest against the omission
of the time-honored motto,” reaching the climax
of a discourse on the theme, “The Nation’s De-
pendence Upon God,” with the declaration, “It
Is a libel on the work of God and the history
of our country to omit ‘In God we trust’ from
the coin of the realm!” On the following day
there appeared in the Washington Herald, under
the heading “In God We Trust,” a communica-
tion from one A. J. Green, protesting against
“such insidious invasions of our landmark cus-
toms and sacred institutions,” and declaring that
“if- the_founders of the nation—those grand old
sires oE the great Declaration; those grizzled old
warriors oE the Revolution, bringing indepen-
dence ; those wise old fathers of the constituent

convention, giving us our Constitution guarantee--

ing civil liberty, religious liberty—thought it well
enough to put on the nation’s coin, ‘In God we
trust,” it should eternally stand.” And in New
York City on November it, at the regular weekly
meeting on- that date of the ministerial associa-
tion comprising the Presbyterian, Reformed, and
Congregational denominations of New York and
vicinity, a resolution “condemning the omission
of ‘In God we trust’ from the new ten-dollar gold
piece, and to the effect that it was the sentiment
of the association that the coin of the land should
have this inscription on it,” was introduced and

Thanksgiving Poem.

HALLELUJAH FOR HERESY.

Another year has passed away;
And we may thankful be, ~
No “godly” wars of Bible *saints”

Made red the land and sea.

No longer can the “holy Church”
Torment and rack and_burn

The sons of Light—the friends of Truth,
Who “sacred” fiction spurn.

For ages long, the sword of_ “Christ”
Has™ drenched the earth with blood;

More direful far the “gospel” curse
Thau earthquake, drouth, and flood.

With nightmare “Hell” and “devils damned,”
_The crafty P_I‘IeSt_ bore sway; .

Till Reason’s light illumed thé night.
And phantoms fled away.

The “saintly” tiger, bound with chains.
May gnash his teeth in rage;

But vain he seeks to burst his bars,
And spring from out his cage.

No more can Faith,-with sword hud torch,
Make all the earth a hell;

For Freedom sounds_the trumpet loud,
And rings the warning bell.

AlMiall the dawn of sunlit ago.
Which Involution tolls;

Whou Truth and Love shall rule the world,
And burn the priest-born hells.

AU_praise to that Eternal Oue,
The world-euibragtng Soul,
That progress aye is Nature's way—
Beyond our lion tho goal,
STARLIGHT.
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"excited no little discussion,” but being objected
to on the ground “that resolutions of a political
character were forbidden by the constitution of
the association” and that the adoption of the
resolution “might be construed as mixing in poli-
tics,” was laid on the table until the next meeting.

| Tn an interview following the meeting the mover

| of the resolution, Rev. William J. Peck, of the
Union Presbyterian Church of Corona, L. I,
“stated that he was sure that the great majority
of the ministers present approved of the resolu-
tion, and that he was confident it would be passed
at the next meeting.” “It looks as if this country
was lapsing into barbarism,” declared this clergy-
man with the true theocratic instinct. “They
have taken the name of Christ from the Christ-
mas exercises in the public schools, and now they
have taken God from the coins. They must be-
lieve in God if they believe in anything.” Two
days later, with better success, the resolution,
alrea((:jly printed in The Truth Seeker, was pre-
sented in the Episcopal diocesan convention in
session at the synod house of the “Cathedral of
St. John the Divine,” New York City.

On November 14 the annual convention of the
- Presbyterian Brotherhood of America, in session
at Cincinnati, "with one thousand delegates in
attendance from all over the land,” adopted a
resolution stating that “the Presbyterian Brother-
hood of America regrets that the words, ‘In God
We Trust.” have been omitted from the coins of
the United States, and earnestly hopes that
Crtlongress will take prompt action to restore
them.” :

It is evident that the theocratical spirit and at-
titude in this matter exhibited in the instance
cited was typical and representative of a spirit
and attitude in the matter that was widespread,
and that was prompt in besieging the President
with its protests, for on November 13, while the
Episcopal convention in New York was taking
its action, an interesting and uncompromising
statement by the President on the subject was
made public at the White House, the statement
being a cop%/ of a letter dated November 11 and
signed bv the President, which it was stated he
.was having sent “to all those who had written
Mr WTFgTSpfted ptUfrMs.” The fetter has appeared
in The Truth Seeker.

Thus the President not only plainly informs
the theocrats that the action to which they so
strongly object was purposely directed by him .
and is thorou%hly approved by him. but he ad-
ministers to them a rebuke bv informing them
that what they demand in the interest of religion
“is in effect irreverence which comes dangerously
near to sacrilege,” and by invoking “the religious
sentiment of the country, the spirit of reverence
in the country,” in opposition to their demand.
From the standpoint of religion the ground taken
by the President in this matter is excellent, and
is ground especially pertinent and effective with
respect to the theocrats, whose avowed object is
the interest of religion; but there was ground
more proper and pertinent for the President, as
an officer and representative of the government,
to have taken in justification of his action, and
that ground is the important and fundamental
fact stated at the beginning of this report. No-
where in the President’s letter does anv recogni-
tion of this great fact, so pertinent to the matter
with which he was dealing, appear, but on the
contrarK in declaring it well to have the motto
which he has had removed from the new coin
“inscribed on our great national monuments, in
our temples of justice, in our legislative halls”
and in other institutions of the government, he
displays a grasp of the principle of separation
of church and state scarcely less superficial than
that of the theocrats who are protesting against
¢he removal of “Tn God we trust” from the coins.
However, the action of the President is certainly
a fulfillment of that principle, and in view of the
disposition which he has seemed to have, to be
on the best of terms with the representatives and
adherents of theocratical religion, is really more
than the friends of that principle would have ex-
pected of him. They are. theretore, agreeably sur-

rised by his action with reference to the theo-
ogical motto qun the coin of the government.
The use of such a motto by the government is
1in plain contravention of the principle of separa-
tion of church and -state, which means nothing
less than the absolute elimination of theology

fr(\)/\%sﬁpnegtgrcl)’v%rln@ent and all its affairs.J. DB
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History of the Motto.

Some of the ministers denouncing the act of
the President in “bumping God off the coinage”
have based their protest on the alleged fact that
the motto “In God we trust” dates from the
foundation of our Republc. Others have pleaded
for the retention of the inscription because, they
say, it was adopted at the time when the land
was rent wth civil feud and drenched with fra-
ternal blood. The best history of the motto
that has turned up is quoted from the twenty-
fourth annual report of the Director of the
Mint (1896), as follows:

From the records of the department it appears that
the first suggestion of the recognition of the Deity on
the coins of the United States was contained in a let-
ter addressed to the Secretary of the Treasury, the
Hon. S. P. Chase, by the Rev. M. R. Watkinson, ‘minis-
ter of the gospel, "Ridleyviile, Penn., under date of
Nov. 13, 1861, which was as follows:

] "Rtdleyville. Penn., Nov. 13, 1861.

“Dear Sir: You are about to submit your annual re-
yort to Congress respecting the affairs of the National
inances.

“One fact touching our currency has hitherto been
seriously overlooked.” | mean thé recognition of the
Almighty God in some form in our coins. )

“You are probably a Christian. What if our Republic
were now shattered beyond reconstruction? Would not
the antiquarians of succeeding centuries rightly reason
from our past that we were a heathen nation? What
| propose Is that instead of the Goddess of Liberty we
shall have next inside the thirteen stars a_ring in-
scribed with the words ‘perpetual union’; within this
ring the all-seeing eye crowned with a halo; beneath
this eye the American flag, bearing in its field stars
equal to the number of the States united; in the folds
of the bars the words, 'God, liberty, law.” )

“This would make a beautiful coin, to which no possi-
ble citizen_could object. This would relieve us from
the ignominy of heathenism. _This would place us
openly under the Divine protection we have personally
claimed. From my heart | have felt our National shame
in disowning God_as not the least of our present Na-
tional disasters. To you | first address a subject that
must be agitated. M. R. WATKINSON,

Minister of the Gospel.

"Hon. S. P. Chase, Secretary of the Treasury.”

Under date of Nov. 20, 1861, the Secretary of the
Treasury addressed the following letter to the Director
of the Mint:

] “Treasury Department, Nov. 20, 1861.

“Dear Sir:  No Nation can be strong except in the
strength of God, or safe except in his defense. The
trust of our people in God should be declared on our
National coins. . .

“You will cause a device to be.prepared without un-
necessary delay with a motto expressing in the fewest
and tersest words possible this National recognition.

"Yours truly, . P. CHASE.

“James Pollock, Esq., Director of the Mint, Philadel-
phia, Penn.” ]

It was found that the act of Jan. 18, 1837, prescribed
the mottoes and devices that should be placed upon
the coins of the United States, so that nothing could
be .done without legislation. i © e

In December, 1863, the director of the mint submitted
|p the secretary of i»e treasury for approval designs

for new 1, 2, and 3-cent pieces, on which it was pro-
posed that one of the following mottoes should appear:

"Qur country; our God”; "God, our Trust”

The secretary of the treasury, in a letter addressed to
the director of the mint, under date of Dec. 9, 1863, uses
the following language: )

"l approve Kour mottoes, only suggesting that on
that with Washington obverse the motto should begin
with the word ‘our,” so as to read: ‘Our God and our
country.” And on that with the shield, it should be
changed so as to read ‘In God we trust.’”

An act was passed April 22, 1864, changing the com-
position of the one-cent piece and authorizing the coin-
age of the two-cent piece, the devices of which were
to be fixed by the director of the mint, with the ap-
proval of the secretary 8f the treasury, and it is upon
the two-cent bronze piece that the motto “In God we
trust” first appears.

The act of March 3, 1865, provided that in addition
to the legend and device on the gold and silver coins
of the United States it should be lawful for the direct-
or- of the mint, with the approval of the secretary of
the treasury, to place the motto “In God we trust” on
such coins as shall admit of the inscription thereon.
Under this act the motto was placed upon the double
ea?le, eagle, and half eagle, and also upon the dollar,
half pnd quarter dollar in the latter part of 1865.

The Coinage act of Feb. 12, 1873, provided that the
secretary of the treasury may cause the motto “In God
we trust” to be inscribed on such coins as shall admit
of such_motto.

This is a brief history of the motto "In God we trust,”
as shown by the records of the department.

So the motto does not date from the beginning
of the Republic, and did not appear upon the
larger coins until after the Civil War was ended.
It was first put on the two-cent piece, and it
might well have gone out of circulation with that
coin. It is safe to assume that the Rev. M. R.
Watkinson of Pennsylvania who suggested the
fantastic device for our currency in his letter to
Chase was one of those covenanting God-in-the-
Constitutionists with which that state abounds to
this day. Salmon P. Chase, to whom the clergy-
man addressed his letter, was scarcely less pious
than his correspondent, as his epistle to Superin-
tendent Pollock attests. As a member of Lin-
coln’s cabinet Mr. Chase read the President’s
messages and proclamations before they were
made public and injected the devout phraseology
which the writer had omitted. Lincoln’s Eman-
cipation Proclamation would have contained no
theology but for Mr. Chase. In his closing para-
graph Lincoln wrote: “And upon this, sincerely
believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the
Constitution, upon military necessity, | invoke
the considerate judgment of mankind.” In his
simplicity and sincerity Lincoln did not call any
cant phrases to mind while preparing the impor-
tant document. Chase supplied the deficiency
and induced him to add “and the gracious favor
of Almighty God.” The hint probably led Lin-
coln also to insert “under God” in his Gettys-
burg speech after he had delivered it minus those
words.

The Coinage Act of Feb. 12, 1873, which pro-
vided that the secretary of the treasury might
cause the motto to be inscribed on coins is the
one that during the canvass of 1896 came to be
known as “the crime of '73,” not because of the
motto, however, but for the reason that it dis-
continued the coinage of silver dollars.

There has been no abatement of the protest
against the removal of the inscription by Mr.
Roosevelt. The clergy are dismayed neither by
the President’s stated reason for his course, nor
by the scripture, deemed by some specially ap-
plicable to the case, which declares, “Ye cannot
serve God and Mammon.” They want the words
restored for the same reason that they want the
Bible in the schools. They think that it strength-
ens them, as preachers of the word, to have the
word taught by the state, and that as the mouth-
pieces of God they become more important
through the government’s recognition of their
Principal. The inscription certainly did nothing
to repair the lack of trust felt in the silver dol-
lar which bore it; the clergy themselves were
pretty near a unit in regarding the coin as credit
money and in insisting on the gold basis. There
was more than wit in the sarcasm of those who
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maintained that what the motto meant was “In
Gold we.trust.”

One fatal objection to the motto on our coins
is that it defies the Constitution. Another is that
it is a lie. It says we trust in God, but as a sol-
emn fact we do not trust in God in any mat-
ter that would be suggested by the words in-
scribed on our currency. Godists trust in their
deity only when there-is nothing else to trust
in. He is their last resort, and is not remem-

bered. until all other sgcurities fail.

Free Thoughts.

What is mother without a home?

A father in heaven is of no use on earth.

Romanism is a whip on the back of a slave.

No one knows anything about the unknown.

A dollar never looks so big to a man as when
it is out of his reach.

Many a man who hires a housekeeper wishes
that he had married one.

The greatest disappointments of life are wives,
unless they are husbands.

It is within every man’s power to associate
with one decent person—himself.

Jesus may have been God, but, if he was, he
has been dead long enough to be outlawed.

The greatest service that any religion is doing
mankind, is trying to destroy some other religion.

Any human being in this century of enlighten-
ment ought to be ashamed to say: | am a Chris-
tian.

The hardest job a man ever undertook was to
convince another man that he did not know any-
thing.

Tolstoi thinks that Shakespeare is no great
Shakes, which! shows that Tolstoi’s thinker is
not properly adjusted.

A great many persons are just as good as they
can be, and live. If they would change their
way of living, then they could be better.

A woman recently found a diamond in an
apple-seed, according to the daily paper. Women
seem to be able to find diamonds where men can-
not.

Mr. Booth, general of the Salvation Army, says
that he does not find so many “blatant Atheists™
as he formerly did. This is encouraging, but
there is another encouraging feature of the age
which he seemingly does not appreciate, or
chooses to overlook, and that is, that there arc

not so many blatant Christians as once existed.
L. K. W.

Is the Paine House Doomed ?

The New York Times prints the following

purported information:

“The old house In North street. New Rochelle, for-
merly the home_ of Thomas Paine, author of ‘The Age
of Reason,’ has just been sold for 7100, and it is report-
ed that the purchaser wT dismantle it and use it foi
firewood. The owner of the house, Charles W. See, has
just completed a _new residence, and as there is not
room for two buildings on his iand, the Paine house,
which has been one of the landmarks of New Rochelle
for nearly 200 years, will have to go.

“According to the records In New Rochelle the house
was built_about 1720 by Huguenot refugees who fled
from La Rochelle, in France, following the revocation
of the Edict of Nantes, and settled in upper New Ro-
chelle, At the time of the Revolution the house was
occupied by Frederick Devcaug, a Tory. At the close
of that stfuggle it was confiScated by the American
Congress, and together with 365 acres of land given to
Paine for his services. Paine lived in the house at
various times until his death in New York about 1809.
The house was theu sold to the Paine Association,
which held it for several years and then sold it to Wil-
liam Hayes, who in turn sold it to Wesley See, father
of the present occupant, who has sold it to"a contractor.

“The See family found Paine’s old brass andirons
and Franklin stoves in a closet in the room which he
formerly occupied as a study, and gave them, with other
relics, to a plumber who has for several years had them
on exhibition in his shoi). Imbedded in the walls of
the old house are two bullets which were fired at Paine
he sat by liis window writing his memories of
the French Revolution. The house has been remodeled
until hardly a vestige of the original remains. The
farm, with”the exception,of an acre or two reserved
by Mr. See, has been sold to a realty company which
iS now engaged in cutting It up into building plots,

while
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"After the old house Is ﬁone the only thing which
will be left In the neighborhood to mark the spot will
be the monument now preserved by the City of New
Rochelle, which is surmounted by the bust of Paine,
modeled by an ndmlrer, Wilson MacDonough, the New
York sculptor."

Some correction of the historical portion of
this account is desirable. The name of the Tory
who owned the confiscated estate afterwards
conferred on Paine was Frederick Devoe. It was
a gift not of Congress but of the state of New
York. We have not been able to trace the
ownership of the Paine house at any time to the
“Paine Association.”  The estate once had a
handsome house on it, but the building was des-
troyed by fire while Paine was in the French
Assembly. In 1793, in a letter to Jefferson,
Paine wrote: “l have just now received a letter
from General Lewis Morris, who tells me that
the house and barn on my farm at N. Rochelle
are burnt down." 1 assure you | shall not bring
money to build another.” The present house,
about the building of which little if anything is
known, is supposed to be the one Paine lived in
after his return to America. The occupants a
few years ago showed a small room, which they
said was the one Paine occupied when writing,
and the window through which an attempt was
made to assassinate him by a drunken fellow named
Dederick; but, as Paine wrote to Carver, no ball
was found and “whatever the gun was charged
with passed through about three or four inches
below the window, making a hole large enough
for a finger to go through—the muzzle must
have been very near, as the place is black with
the powder, and the glass of the window is
shattered to pieces.” The shooting occurred on
Christmas eve, 1804. The house is not in North
street, but at the end of a lane which, widened,
was to be called Paine avenue. The bust on the
monument at the intersection of North street and
Paine avenue, is the work of Wilson MacDonald.

A Reward of Faith.

The following story, condensed or expanded,
and with variations has been published in a num-
ber of newspapers. It appears to have originated
with the Youth’s Companion:

“A congregation in a hilly district in Ohio bought
a small tract of land and erected a church building ,\L}lp
on it. Then the question of Insurance came up. r.
Sipes, the wealthiest mcn.bor, who had contributed
more than half the money needed for the new struc-
ture, declared that he did not believe in Insurance.
‘T_hdls is the | ord’s building, lie'll take care of it,’ he
said.

"His view prevailed and there was no insurance. In
a few weeks the building was struck by lightning and
almost totallg_ consumed by fire. Another one was
erected, Mr. Sipes contributing the greater portion of
the fund as boforo. This time the demand was almost
unanimous that it be insured, but Mr. Sipes again
objected on the same ground. ]

‘If it burns down again, Brethren, he said, ‘I'll
In less than a month

agree to rebuild it, myself."
"Again he carried his point. : ]
the new church was struck by Ilghtnln% again, and al-
though strenuous efforts were made to save it, the
loss was almost total. ) ]
“‘There must be some reason for this, brethren,’ said
Brother Sipes. ‘I am going to find out what It Is.’
“Thereugon lie employed” a force of men to sluk a
shaft,on the site of the twice destroyed ohurch. With-
in a few days a rich vein of iron ore was found and
the church propert)é was sold for many times the
amount needed to buy land in another locality and
build again. . . .
"‘I tell you, brethren,” said Brother Sipes, ‘it pays
to trust the Lord. He's a great deal better business
manager than anybody In this congregation.’”

The story bears the trademark of the manu-
facturer of pious fabrications for Sunday school
consumption. The name of the Ohio town and
of the pastor, the church and its denomination
are omitted, but the narrative is easily identified
with the appended variant, which appeared in the

New York Sun:

"A few %/ears ago the Rev. George Wood Anderson
organized the Epworth Methodist Episcopal Church in
Lima, 0., and later secured funds to erect a modern
stone structure. Knowiug there was oil about Lima,
lie conceived the Idea of boring a well In the ehuveh'’s
back lot. A SUbSCfIEtIOﬂ paper was passed and $1,300
was pledged to make up losses if auy occurred. It
proved u small typo gusher, and over since the oil well

operated dally by a gas_ engine, which also operates
the church heating and lighting plant, has been pour-
ing out sufficient crude oil not only to pa)é the minis-
ter's salary and all other church expenses, but to make
a bank account big enough to build the church over
again,

Always when one of these lessons of faith con-
descends upon particulars, as in the Sun’s nar-
rative, it is found to be either wholly false or
grossly inaccurate. In their general form the
church papers copy and circulate them, but do
not go to the trouble of correcting them though
obviously mendacious. The Youth’s Companion
version enjoyed its run undisturbed because it
gave no names. The Sun’s rendering of it is ex-
amined and condemned because it is in effect a
falsehood and “has wrought much disturbance
at home and abroad.” Here is the Christian
Advocate’s denial of the distortion which ap-

peared in the Sun:

“As3 this was one of our own churches, we wrote out
to find how much truth there Is in so extraordinary
a statement. We find it to have the effect of a false-
hood. The facts are that the Rev. George Wood An-
derson was appointed pastor of the church in East
Lima in 1899. The church was made of wood and was
struck by lightning and reduced to ashes. He immedi-
ately set about to build a new house of worship, and
a structure of white pressed brick was completed at
a cost of $18,000. After four years of faithful service
he was transferred to Troy, N. Y. Two pastors fol-
lowed him, each remalnl\r/\\? a year. The third succe»
sor of the Rev. George Wood "Anderson was the Rev.
S. S. Clay. As oil flows in various parts of that coun-
try, he, with the official board, ventured to sink a well
for oil, which resulted In an eight-barrel a day well,
which yields about the same at the present time, it
does not pay the pastor's salary, it does not pay the
church expenses, and it does not maintain a bank ac-
count It did not rebuild the church.”

The one fact in the Youth’s Companion story
is that a church was struck by lightning in Ohio,
which is an exceedingly scant foundation for the
reward-of-faith lesson built upon that incident.
The Sun corrected the Companion by putting an
oil well in the place of an iron mine in the back-
yard of the church, but omitted the lightning.
Both erred in stating that the .proceeds oi the
find rebuilt the church. The Advocate’s history
of the church is probably accurate, but as there
Is nothing miraculous or even sensational in it,
it will meet the fate of.the beasts that perish,
to be survived for but a short season by the
Sun’s rather sober tale, while the Companion's
fabricated, mendacious, and wholly false account
will be. told for years in countless Sunday schools
and used to astonish the natives of foreign coun-
tries penetrated by Christian missionaries. It is
necessary to the acceptance of a religious recital
that it shall set belief at defiance. That is why
we still find the miracles of the Bible in circu-
lation and in good standing.

Christmas Without Christ.

The religious exercises which ‘have been a
feature of the Christmastime celebration in the
public schools of New York will not be held this
year. It has been the custom of teachers to
begin a month in advance to prepare their pupils
to sing Christmas carols and in other ways to
| celebrate the purported birthday of the Christian
savior. But already Frank R. Rix, musical di-
I rector of the public schools, has warned the prin-
cipals that no hymns or carols in which Christ
lor Christmas is mentioned may be sung. The
reform is due to the protests of Jewish parents,
who have convinced the Board of Education that
to take up school time with exercises in which
only a portion of the pupils may join is unjust,
if not illegal. It has at length dawned upon
those in authority that non-Christians have rights
which an orthodox community should recognize.
An organization called the Parents’ Association
of the Public Schools has held a meeting, and
doubtless will file a protest against this exclusion
of religion. The members are unconscious of
the fact that religion is exclusively a church af-
fair with which the state may not legitimately
meddle except to protect its citizens from re-
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ligious oppression. And that, by, the way, is
what it docs when it bars purely Christian cele-
brations in the schools. Going further, it should
abolish all religious holidays for pupils, and let
pupils who think more of their church than of
their school accept the absent mark which is the
penalty of irreligious pupils who lose a day. Un-
til there is a common religion, all religions should
be kept out of the common schools.

Mrs. Elizabeth Grannis, who got the law
passed in this state to place violators of the mar-
riage vow in doleful captivity, tells us that
Bishop Doane of Albany suggested the title, the
"Infidelity law,” by which the act was to be
known. The lady and the bishop are too modest
and self-effacing when they thus give away their
chance of fame, if not immortality. An “infidel-
ity” law connotes more than marital unfaithful-
ness, and cannot therefore be accurately applied
to Mrs. Grannis's statute, the correct name for
which is the Grannis-Doane Adultery law. The
justification given for the law is that it is one
of the ten commandments, and therefore a law
of God. But it is also a "law of. God” that no
one shall have any deity but Jehovah. Possibly
Mrs. Grannis and Bishop Doane will wish next
to put that commandment on our statute books.
They know, of course, that the seventh com-
mandment, as a law of God, has not been en-
forced by its author. Have they more confidence
in the New York Legislature than in God? and
do they think it should be vested with powers
which he does not care to exercise?

Professor Franklin H. Giddings of Columbia
University is delivering a series of lectures at
Cooper Union on Tuesday evenings. There will
be six of the lectures, which our helpful friend
L. D. Crine has undertaken to report in substance
for The Truth Seeker. Mr. Urine’s reports of the
last years course were well received by readers
and were praised by Professor Giddings himself.
The lectures will deal with the history of the
American people» past, present, and in the future
so far as the speaker tan forecast it, and under
the head of "The American Stock” will be as
scientific as though entitled "Ethnology.” We ex-
pect that Professor Giddings will develop his
ideas about what economic and political system
should prevail in this country. We know from
past acquaintance with the speaker that the sys-
tem will include individual and personal liberty of
a broader kind than present societies and govern-
ments permit, and unrestricted mental freedom.

"A Short History oi the Inquisition” has been
dispatched to purchasers, either by mail or ex-
press, and should be received by them by the
time this number of The Truth Seeker comes to
hand. If anybody who has paid for the book
has not got it from the postoffice or carrier, he
should apply to his local express office. Future
outers will be filled the day they come in. We
should be pleased to hear what our patrons think
of the book when they have examined it

The Rev. Canon William Sheafe Chase, pastor
of Christ Episcopal church in Williamsburg, pro-
poses to enjoin the Board of Education from dis-
continuing Christian exercises in the schools at
Christmastime. It might be a good plan to test
the matter in the courts and to thus determine
whether the public schools are to be governed
by the officials appointed- for that purpose or
by the ministers.

A communication in another part of this paper
calls the attention of Michigan Freethinkers to
a duty they have to perform while the constitu-
tional convention of that state is in session. The
time to strike is when the iron is on the anvil.
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THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT,

AS AMENDED BY MRS. ELIZABETH B.
GRANNIS AND OTHERS.

In Conjunction with Bishop Doane, the President
of the Purity League Got It Enacted Into a
Law of the State of New York with a Pen-
alty Attached—Argued at the Liberal Club.

Reported for The Truth Seeker by L. D. Crine.

It cannot be denied that Mrs. Elizabeth Gran-
nis is a brave woman and persistent, whether
she be right or wrong. For eleven years she
battled and pleaded before legislative committees
at Albany to see the seventh commandment
amended. As handed down by God to Moses it
did not entirely suit her, and she wanted to see
the author’'s wording amended by attaching a
penalty thereto. Almost alone and single-handed
she confronted the Manhattan Liberal Club and
Sts corps of famed debaters on the evening of
Friday, Nov. 15, but she did not do so in fear
and trembling, either for her personal safety or
for the stability of her arguments, as she recalled
that last year she appeared before the Club and
was accorded such kind treatment, ‘and her rights
in the- debate were so much respected, that this
year she looked upon the task rather more as a
Bleasure than otherwise, although conscious of
eing among those who dissent from many of her
sentiments.  Taking the platform briefly at the
last previous meeting of the Club, she explained
that in two years more she would be living on
borrowed time, and that all of her life she had
been anti on nearly all questions, which includes
anti-theologic in some respects, as well as anti on
the matter pertaining to the subject of the even-
ing. For many years she was editor of some
church paper, and to get the “infidelity” law
passed she had just hustled and hustled to get
money with which to pay postage on letters.
She prefers calling it the adu ter?/ law, but Bishop
Doane at the outset, in consultation, told her
that the most delicate language should be em-
ployed in the propaganda, and so “infidelity law”
was the phrase decided upon. Mrs. Grannis is
not only a very energetic woman, but a very able-
minded woman, although it is apparent to mem-
bers and those who attend the Liberal Club that
she has read her Bible too much or else the twig
in youth was started on its upward growth with
a wrong bend and inclination. Evidently, for
years, she kept the politicians that go to Albany
as legislators tremblinﬂ and hunting for points
with which to dispute her, but finally, she being
a woman, they yielded to her demands.

Mrs. Grannis had one supporter present, a
woman who seemed to be a coworker In the pur-
ity cause. She explained that she thinks illicit
relations outside of men’s own homes is very dif-
ferent from in their homes. She knows of wom-
en in private SANITARIUMS, put there so their
"husbands can have concubines. “What law are
you going to make .to eradicate this wrong?” she
asks. “We talk about the Eoor young girl. What

-are you going to do with the woman who is
. kept year after year without support? What
are you going to do under those circumstances?
|, at least, have not cared to have a man put
in prison and fined, but | have seen many instan-
ces of this character and | have known of many
cases where homes were broken up. and | do not
think any woman properly brought up would
care to live under a roof with a man not dear to
her. Whether one woman is better than another
Is outside of this question somewhat. The charge
is made that this law is a blow at divorce, but
| cannot see it that way. Mrs. Grannis believes
m divorce and | certainly do.”

Following is Mrs. Grannis’s address in full
from her own manuscript:

It is always a time for rejoicint%with one’s friends
when a victory is won. | would that you were all
my friends hére to-night, and you may be no matter
how wise or defiant any of you may prove in opposition
to the service | have rendéred in “securing the present
Infidelity law for New York state. Very few among
most_advanced thinkers have but a faint idea of the
benefit which would accrue to the human race if
both sexes had a just appreciation of the meaning of
purity or temperance in marital relationship. If the
question were asked us whether every human appetite
overly indulged does not deplete and "punish itself, we
would all answer in the affirmative. | imagine but few

present in this progressive audience have a just concep-
tion of the satisfaction even from a selfish standpoint
experienced by married people who Fractlce temperance
through scientific and spiritual self-control. If there
is truth_in this declaration for selfish comfort and hap-
piness in the marital relation, what of the added joy
aiyl satisfaction in accepting the blessings of offsCFrmg
from the Creator of life for which we have asked an

made preparation to receive. Many have learned by ex-
perience the value of the reward of fidelity in wedlock
of one man with one woman through a long life record.
Continence, or total abstinence in marital relationship
except for offspring, has but little bearing upon our new
infidelity law. The question of self-control and temper-
ance or purity in the marital relation is a powerful ally
in behalf of this law. Love is without question the
8_re_atest motive power that moves the race or the in-
dividual for good and higher development. Yet love
is not the only_attribute for ?ood. Fear is not only
the beginning of wisdom; but fear quickeneth the con-
science, particularly of the unthinking, reckless go-as-
youc-;please individual. Every law of nature is the law
of God, and must be verified in our own bodies that
we may secure the highest rewards for obedience to
nature’s laws. . . .

Many people are more or less interested in the agi-
tation by church and state of the divorce question.
More interest is apparently manifested to prevent the
results of careless family training and reckless mar-
riage than in striving to build suitable conditions for
the consummation of successful scientific and spiritual
wedlock. Much thlnkln?,_talkmg, and writing upon the
subject of divorce has failed up to the present time te
reduce proportionately the number of divorces through-
out the states. Dissolving marriage ties is largely on
the increase in spite of the agitation by the anti-divorce
advocates. In my judgment wise counsellors seeking to
reduce the appalling evil of divorce should turn their
attention largely to better conditions and training for
the highest and most important office in human life
that any person can hope to attain. . .

Privi ePes and responsibilities in this relationship are
above all others, They bring every human being into
direct partnership with the Creator in producing con-
ditions for successful human development, with all of its
prospective achievement in addition to preparation for
|mm_ortaI|tty._ ) )

Flippant jesting, idle, thoughtless comments and the
want of serious thoug_ht and expression by persons of
broad influence are chiefly the promoters of the alarm-
ing conditions of society regarding the marriage and
divorce question. The state Is largely dependent upon
the church, whatever may be said in opposition to this
assertion. ) ) )

Notwithstanding the'estimate of legislators and many
lawyers concerning the influence exerted by ministers
and women (non-voters), we who know are Jjustified in
declaring that when a great number of pastors unite
with manY women advocates in a moral education ef-
fort, the legislators and substantial members of com-
munity not only give attention but cooperate with them
for the righting of the wrong at issue, even to enacting
otug[ recent Infidelity bill into law of the great Empire
state.

Individual citizens of the church and state should
seek to interest all or?anlzatlons and persons pledged
to social and civic betterment for the people, to learn
what are the chief causes which lead to separation or
divorce in wedlock. We who are striving to create bet-
ter public sentiment and teach better methods for_prep-
aration in scientific and spiritual marriage know its_re-
sult in more satlsfactorﬁ marrlaé;e and better offspring.
We must seek continually to add knowledge to odr own
experience and observation according to the scripture
injunction. .

Our Infidelity bill was first drawn at my request by
one of our very efficient members, the late ex-Judge
William H. Arnogx, who said to me at the time he was
glad to draw the bill, believing that agitation' of the
subject would do good but that he was sure from his
experience that | would never succeed in getting _ the
bill passed by the legislature: His reason was chiefly
that legislators of New York state would not enact a
law for their own conviction. The bill is an amend-
ment to the Penal Code. It provides that a married
person gung/ on‘ statutory é:]rpunds_commlts a misde-
meanor, and when convicted is subjected to. imprison-
ment for not more than six months, or to a fine of
$250, or to both. The law went into effect on Septem-
ber 1, 1907. It is quite reasonable, as the daily papers
have said, that no bill of a moral character has caused
so much discussion in or_out of the legislature, as
our Infidelity bill, which is quite similar to that of
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Vermont, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. The penalty is not so severe as in
some of the states, and severér than in others. It is
a common saying “that as New York state goes politi-
cally, so goes the federal government.” It'is equally
true morally: ) o )

Chief olgec_tlons against this bill b% legislators of
our state during the Past decade have been that if the
bill were to become the law it could not be enforced,
that thex were opposed to adding dead wood to the stat-
ute books, and many similar objections, There has
been no evidence in New York city, or up the state,
that the law is to be a dead letter, judging from the
arrests which have been noted by ‘the” metropolitan

ress.
P Mr. George W. Condon, who with Miss Bagtgett was
arrested_at 265 West 23d street, New York city, a few
weeks since by Mr. Condon’s wife and mother accom-
panied_by officers, did not need to appear before a bar
of justicé to realize there was little truth in the asser-
tion of Miss Baggett, when she threw her arms about
the neck of Mrs. Condon’s husband when arrested with
the exclamation, “He is mine, you cannot take him.”
These people in spite of their wealth were subjected
to arrest under this law with many other similar'cases.
The same objections have been offered in the legislature
every wintef during the last decade by the bill's op-
ponents. For example: ) L

“A law with a penalty affixed for the violation of the

.each winter:
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seventh commandment will place the whiphandle in the
hands of lewd women for the purpose of blackmailing
men holdln? high-official positions.”

“Such a Taw would induce jealous wives to prose-
cute their husbands.” .

“Why should you believe men will make laws for
their own conviction for your asking?”

“Laws cannot force morality into the hearts and
lives of men." .

“It is useless to make laws which cannot be en-
forced,” etc,, etc. o

There have been no convictions up to the present
date, under this law, while there have been numerous
arrests. Many judges and lawyers are opposed to the
law and will 'seek by every ingenuity known to the pro-
fession to evade conviction under this law. Man%/ of
its advocates and supporters believe that many of these
men will be gradually won over to the righteous en-
forcement of this law. A wvery conspicuous result of
the law during the month of September was that the
number of divorces was reduced in each of the courts
to almost half in number; and in some to quite one-half
compared with previous months, )

There is everything to be said in favor of this law
and_not one sound argument has ever been offered
against it. Not one fll%loant sage who has opposed this
law has ever advocated the erasing of the laws from
the statute books, with a penalty affixed, for murder or
theft, while these laws stand’on each side of the sev-
enth commandment in the laws given by God to Moses,
“Thou shalt not commit adultery.” 1 New York city has
been the great city of refuge for disloyal husbands and
fathers where they could indulge in -every form of licen-
tious debauch without danger of any state law to pun-
ish adulterous acts. Rich, irresponsible fathers and law-
less sons from Maine to California have found free li-
cense and most attractive devices by the ingenious in
wickedness to draw them to the best and the worst of
cities. Men of high finance, wealthy manufacturers
doctors with seared consciences,, ex-ministers an
wealthy fathers and husbands high in social influence
have' furnished three-fourths of the capital faccordm
to reliable statistics) to support the ultra elite 80,00
demi-monde, in addition to the 40,000 street women
of the metropolis.”

From now on wealthy husbands and. fathers from,
our- neighboring cities can no longer without danger
of legal penalty insult their heart-broken dependent
wives thus: “Kate, if you would behave yourself and
let me alone, | could have Miss in my office and
entertain my friends in my own home, but you prefer
to always interfere in my business and social life,;
therefore | am obliged to keep Miss in New
York and have my Social enjoyments where -you can-
not interfere. If you would attend to your own. affairs
and let me alone,” 1 would give you all the money you:
want for the house, children, and everything ‘else.”
Should not every lover of purity in family relation-
ship re40|ce that this license of "infamy is legally at
an end? Our law will hellp every state in the union.

Legal responsibility of tatherhiood out of wedlock is

both practical and désirable that rational responsibility
of fatherhood in wedlock be exemplified. ]
. This law will aid the church to divert a portion of
its interest from establishing houses to rescue young fall-
en girls. Wealthy fathers who are heads of families
have been sorely neglected by the state and church in
the past, and some of Us realize the need of rescue
work being done amon?_ capitalists who are high and
powerful in social and financial circles rather than de-
voting all energy to the salvation of young ignorant girl
victims. The soul of a masculine high financier is just
as valuable as that of his little milliner victim.

Some of the daily newspapers have designated pur
Infidelity bill “the anti-divorce bill.” The mission of
this law for the diminishing of divorces is not bly any
means its chief object, which is to make infidelity in.
wedlock a legal misdemeanor punishable by imprison:
ment or fine or both. S

New York state has had ho law making infidelity in
marriage a crime or misdemeanor for more than sixty
years. ~ The National Christian League for Promotion
of Purity will send any person desiring it a_copy of
the law “on infidelity of every state in the union, who
will send their addréss to our headquarters, 5 East 12th
street, New York city. . [

Delaware, Louisiaria, and ldaho will no longer be
able to associate the Empire state with themselves for
having no legal penalty for infidelity in wedlock. Dur-
[n%_o_ur strenuous efforts for the past decade not one
individual lawyer, doctor, ex-judge, minister, or ordi-
nary layman has ever given one encouraging word
that this bill would become a law. Hundreds of just
such people have said to me times without number
“You are making a splendid effort, God
speed you. Agitation is good, but you will never
succeed, you will have to wait for the millennium. How
can you believe that legislators are going to' make a
law for your asking for their own conviction?” -

Many and many a man has declared B_ersonally_to
me that if there was real danger of this bill becomin
a law he should feel obliged to go to Albany and plea
against it because the result would be the breaking
up of half the families in the state. Quite a serious
comment on family life. o

If there were time and_space hundreds of incidents
connected with the securing of this law could be told
which would awaken public interest to facts which
could not dyeadlly be_credited. | wish every person in
the United Statés might learn of this legal victory for
the defense and uplift of legal monogamic relationship
in every state as well as New York. .

One of the splendid results of this law is that no
husband can boast from now on in the presence of his
children to his wife (if she is a woman of spirit) of
Illicit relations, offering all proof that she may apply
for a divorce, which in most cases is a reward to the
criminal and punishment for the innocent.

at 40,
SOW-

Which class of men are in the minorit
50 and 70 years of age—they who_regret the
ing of wild” oats (so-Called) “in their early manhood
and youth, or they who regret their self-denial of flesh-
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ly temptation or physical enjoyment in sin for a Bea-
son? e do not need to accept the answer of an
easily dubbed “superstitious fanatical Christian,”
large majority of men strictly of this world will wall
out the honest reply: "Oh that | had known the_judg-
ments meted out to me in my body for indulging in the
pleasures of sin for a season.”

A debate followed the address, the following
R/(l)lnts being made:

r. James F. Morton:

| differ from Mrs. Grannis’s point of view as
widely as any person here present, and because
of her theological beliefs she will probably learn
nothing here this evening. She lives in a world
altogether different from that in which we do.
She lives in a world in which the church and
state are united or ought to be united. Her main
point of view is that which liberal thinkers, pro-
gressive thinkers of all classes, have long since
repudiated. Her argument is founded on the
idea that the church is supreme and that govern-
ment should be an aid to the church. The ar-
guments she brings forth are opposed to modern
science and modern thought. This “infidelity”
law is only an ENTERING WEDGE for other
similar efforts that will be made to get laws
passed—Sunday laws, state money for union of
church and state, etc. This law once on the
statute books, then will come other demands for
laws based upon whatever is in the Bible.

If you believe the Bible is a sacred book, then
it is easy for you to accept Mrs. Grannis’'s con-
clusions. 1 respect her sincerity, but | deny that
union, of church and state are compatible with
democratic principles. She argued that it is right
to enact this law because nobody thought of re-
pealing laws against murder and theft. Demands
will come that several of the other ten command-
ments be enacted into law, and we may soon see
men going to prison for coveting their neighbor’s
horse, or ox. An idea enacted Into law, merely
because it appears in the Bible, is against the
foundation principle of democracy, and with no
other argument against it, that alone should stand
in favor of its repeal. We already have too many
laws on the statute books, and that condition
tends to destroy respect for ail law. The Law
Journal of this city said, in a recent number, that
lawyers are not in favor of this law, and why?
because those lawyers who are not in favor touch
the people and'can judge of public sentiment.

Mrs. Grannis tells us what a power FEAR s,
but I would remind her that fear never made a
man upright in heart. We should have an im-
mediate and unconditional REPEAL of that law.
Mr. Gilbert E. Roe:

Mr. Roe read the new law that is causing the
disturbance among those who are married. It
is very brief. It amends section 280 of the Penal
Code; “a” defines adultery as sexual intercourse
between a married man or woman and some
other person not. his or her husband or wife;
“p” says that the punishment shall be not more
than six months’ imprisonment or a fine of $250,
or both. Mr. Roe said:

In cases that thus far have gone before the
courts of this state, it has been held that you
cannot CONVICT anybody under this law un-
less you have a witness, so unless you take a wit-
ness along, you do not incur any great danger.
The dangerous part of this law is not in the law
itself, for the law will not be enforced. It is in
the spirit back of the law, the movement that it
represents, and | stand here tonight to tell you
that | feel ashamed, deeply ashamed, that a law
of this kind was passed in this state without any
protest from me, and we wise men and women
of the Liberal Club ought to learn one thing from
the address this evening if nothing more, and that
is, while we talk and philosophize and meet here
to wisely discuss subjects, other people are
DOING THINGS. According to the statement
of the speaker, nobody else apparently but her-
self and a few others were in tavor of this law,
but yet she got the bill through contrary to the
judgment of the legislators, as she says; she got
It passed by persistent, steady, unremitting ef-
fort, by preparing letters herself and having them
sent for others to sign to be mailed to still others,
whether those signing believed in the contents
of the letters or not. That is merely a trick to
FRIGHTEN legislators into passing legislation
they know is wrong. That is the way we are told
this law was passed and | have no doubt of it.
So our lesson is that when a bad measure is up
for passage, we should let the legislators know,

The speaker has told us that some of the lead-
ing thinkers and divines were interested in this
law, among others Bishop Doane and Theodore
Roosevelt, and what was the result? The¥ re-
vived a law that had been wiped OFF of the
statute books sixty years ago. We are told this
law is a rescuer of YOUNG GIRLS, but is it?
Adultery is the sexual intercourse of two persons
either of whom is married to a third person and
a person who commits adultery is guilty of a
MISDEMEANOR. Not only the married man
who entices the girl, but the girl so enticed is
guilty the same as the man, under this law.

| have not time to touch upon several points
made by the speaker, but the position taken by
her was a REVELATION to me; really, 1 had
forgotten that such attitudes of mind exist -among
our peoPIe, and it is a reminder to me and should
be to all of us that there is a missionary work
for us to do.

The speaker said she had never heard a VALID
ARGUMENT against this law; well, then, here
is one. She says the number of applications for
divorce since it went into effect on last Septem-
ber first has been reduced fifty per cent. IT that
be true, it would be an overwhelming argument
against it. It is a monstrous idea that it Is right
to compel two persons, a man and a woman, to
live together and eat together when they HATE
each other, or that it is right to put any obstacle
in the Wa?”/l of those people SEPARATING in
the most honorable way and with the least
trouble possible. She cites a case in this city of
a man arid woman living together, and his wife
in a distant part of the country. When the
knowledge of the existence of this law came to
the wife; she came here, had the man and wom-
an arrested under the law, had it blazoned in
the papers to be read, and then the matter
dropped out of sight. Do you suppose that was
merely a piece of BLACKMAIL? Was the
woman using this law to blackmail her husband?
It looked- that way to me from the accounts in
the papers. But what possible good could that
nasty affair do anybody?

Right here in this connection let me tell you
this: The speaker is right in saying that in most
of the states there is an adultery law, and it is
also true that-in most of the states the law is
confined ONLY to the person married. The
absence of the law in the state of New York was
the one ray of hope in New York divorce cases.
I do trust that out of this law will come some
good in calling to the attention of the people of
the state the barbarous divorce law in force in
this state, and let us hope for the immediate
REPEAL of this latest enactment.

The speaker tells us that FEAR is the be-
ginning of wisdom, of knowledge. 1 can under-
stand why a person who believes that would be
in favor of this law, but if you believe that fear
is the END of knowledge and the beginning of
ignorance and superstition and belongs to the

ays of the inquisition, then our thinking is in
accord. Today we have reached the point where
if there is a God we do not fear him, and neither
do we fear our fellow men. Even if we are
?oing to commit adultery, we do not do it in
ear and trembling, and we know under equal
rights and liberty there is nothing that should
breed fear.

Mr. Moses OPpenheimer:

The fear of the law is the beginning of wis-
dom, not the fear of six months In prison. And
they brought to him a woman taken in adultery,
the story goes, and the carpenter of Nazareth
was asked to pass judgment. The carpenter had
seen much of the world and knew also the law
of the Old Testament. The only wonder to me
Is that two bishops and the President of the
United States have not OPENED THE BOOK
and read that story.

Mrs. Ella Maud Frye (of Canadal):

In this state the law is particularly infamous;
today you have to go into court and ANSW ER
questions that no man has a right to put to a wit-
ness, and you have to lay’ bare that which is
most absolutely personal. This state has not yet
been broad enough to admit that whatever holds
people together in unwilling wedlock makes it
Impossible for children to be properly born into
this world. The laws were bad enough before,
but now either the man or the woman knows
that he or she can put the other in prison for
six months or be fined $250. But New York

at least, that there are liberal people in the state. * does not consider adultery so bad as SPITTING
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in street cars; the fine, for that is $5°°- Con-
ductors never even speak to passengers about
it and nobody is convicted for spitting.

There are just two ways of making an evil
law of no avail: One way is to IGNORE it and
the other way is to ENFORCE it, and people
will demand its repeal. In my country, divorce
is a matter of class legislation. There are three
provinces in the Dominion of Canada that have
independent divorce laws; in all of the other
provinces it is necessary to carry the details of
your case to a committee of Parliament, which
committee hears, and investigates and makes re-
Bort to the whole body of Parliament. Canada

oasts that she has favored divorce, but there
are lots of Canadians who do not consider their
conditions are bettered by that fact.

Those of this state who want divorce will go
to other states to obtain them, which will lead
such states to complain that they have too large
a number of divorces. The most awful thing to
me in this law is that a WOMAN helped to bring
it to a vote. Is any child better by being brought
up in a home where there is no love? The
worst disgrace that can befall a woman is to
remain TIED to a man whom she despises, and
what the Liberal Club needs to do is to work to
have that law altered. We can at least try to
have reasonable divorce laws.

Mr. Joseph Rinn:

Mrs. Grannis stands on the woman’s position
as against the man's. The speaker of the even-
ing stands for old methods of abolishing evils.
As the legislators at Albany, though not them-
selves believing in her measure, would not vote
against it, so neither would any man put him-
self on record as trying to regulate prostitution.
There are statistics that the people.on the purity
side of this question are more guilty than others,
and if any one doubts this, he should consult a
book or publication entitled “CRIMES of
Preachers.” In the last analysis there is only
one solution, and that is that marriage shall last
only as long as love fasts
Mr. Alexis Ferm, the Chairman:

| cannot understand why you should fall into
a fit about this law. If you do not believe in
this adultery law, then why do you believe in a
law regulating marriage at all?

Mrs. Grannis:

My friends, | am exceedingly glad that | ac-
cepted the invitation to come here tonight, but
| do not think my paper was fairly answered in
some cases, because | have bheen accused of all
manner of things not in my paper and which
are in exact opposition to what | have contended
for all my life. 1 am proud of my age and in
two and a half years shall be on borrowed time.
| have served my time as a woman for the bene-
fit of my kind. The first speaker said on account
of my age it was hopeless for me to learn any-
thing. but I have learned many things here to-
night. 1 had no idea that every single man
would speak on the same side. The first speaker
said | am a theologian and my paper was writ-
ten from a theological standpoint. What he said
of the Bible is remarkable to me. | believe in
the Bible teaching because | believe it is the
best for the human race. | commenced at the
age of eleven teaching in Sunday school, and in
public schools at seventeen. | owned and edited
rhe Church Union for twenty-two years and seven
months, and | have fought theology from the
earliest vears | can remember. | am a church
communicant and have found the Christian re-
Iifqion the greatest civilizer and character builder
of any one philosophy or religion of which | have
ever heard. | am in full sympathy with scrip-
ture teachings. | know of no people on earth
that come up to the standard of life, of the moral
life, of the Jews. | have studied the question
mof sex life and | would teach children to hallow
sex life. If children were taught reverence for
their functions and sex life, then we would have
far more ideal conditions of sex life. Native
tribes live in much higher relations than people
of higher stages of civilization.

There has never been a day in my life that I
have been opposed to DIVORCE for proper
reasons. And | believe that the only way parents
should enter into partnership with the creator to
prepare the bodies for these little souls, is by
perfect preparation of their own bodies, and if
there be not perfect love between the parents,
NO CHILD under any circumstances should be
sent for. | believe in preparation for wedlock.
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CHAPTER V. (Continued.)
The Ministry of Christ

136

When did Jesus cleanse the leper?

Matthew: After the Sermon on the Mount
(v, 1; viii, 1-4).

Luke: Before the Sermon on the Mount (v,
12-14; vi, 20-49).

237
When did he cure Peter's mother-in-law?
Matthew: After he cleansed the leper (viii, 2,

N, 15)-
Mark a)nd Luke: Before he cleansed the leper
(Mark i, 29-31; 40-42; Luke iv, 38, 39; v, 12, 13).
Was this before, or after Peter was called to
the ministry?
Luke: Before (iv, 38, 39; v, 10).
Matthew and Mark: After (Matt, iv, 18, 19;
viii, 14, 15; Mark i, 16, 17; 30, 31).

139
Were James and John with Jesus when he
performed this cure?
Mark: They were (i, 29).
Luke: They were not. They had not yet
been called (iv. 38, 39; \{,4010, 11).

When was the centurion’s servant healed?

Matthew: Between the cleansing of the leper
and the curing of Peter’s mother-in-law (viil.
2-14).

Ll)JkeZ Not until after both these cures had
been performed (iv, 38, 39; v, 12, 13; vii, 1-10).
141

Who came for Jesus?
Matthew: The centurion came himself (viii,

)Luke: The centurion did not come himself, but

sent the Jewish elders for him (vii, 2-4).
142

}/\{)here was he when he performed this mir-
acle’

Matthew and Luke: In Capernaum (Matt, viii,
5; Luke vii, I).

John: In Cana (iv, 46).

According to Matthew and Luke, Jesus was
in Capernaum while the patient lived else-
where; according to John, Jesus was in Cana
while the patient lived in Capernaum. John
says he was a nobleman’s son, but all critics (as
well as the Archbishop of York, in his “Harmony
of the Gospels”) agree that he refers to the
same miracle.

When did he still the tempest?

Matthlew. Before Mlatthew was called from
the receipt of custom (viii, 23-27; ix, 9).

Mark: After Matthew (Levi) was called (ii,
14; iv, 35-41)-

144
When did he cast but the devils that entered
into the herd of swine?
Matthew: Before Matthew was called to the
ministry (viii, 28, 33; ix, 9).
Mark and Luke: Not until after he was called
(Mark ii, 14; V, 1-13; Luke v, 27; viii, 26-33).
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How many were possessed with devils?
Matthew: “There met him two possessed with
devftls coming out of thje tombs” (viii, 28).
Mark and Luke: “There met him out of the
tombs a man with an unclean spirit” (Mark v,
2; Luke viii, 27). 146

When asked his name what did the demoniac
answer?

“My name is Legion” (Mark v, 9).

Concerning this the Riev. Dr.+ Giles says:
“The Four Gospels are written in Greek, and
the word 'legion’ is Latin; but in Galilee and
Perea the people spoke neither Latin nor Greek,
but Hebrew, or a dialect of it. The word ‘legion’
would be perfectly unintelligible to the disciples
of Christ, and to almost (everybody in the coun-
try” (Christian Records, p. 197).
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How many swine were there?

Mark: "They were about two thousand” (v.

%f each hog received a devil there must have
been two thousand devils. Legion must have
been a very large man, or they were very little
devils.
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Where did this occur?

Matthew: In “the country of the Gergesenes”
(viii, 28).

Mark and Luke: In “the country of the Ga-
darenes” (Mark v, 1; Luke viii, 26).

It is generally conceded by orthodox critics
that it occurred neither in the country of the
Gergesenes nor in the country of the Gadarenes,
but in the country of the Gerasenes. It could
not have occunjed in the country of the Ga-
darenes because it is said to have occurred on
the sea shore and Gadara was situated several
miles from the sea.

Voltaire says the story is disproved by the
fact that the evfent is alleged to have taken place
in a country where no swine were kept.
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Do the Evangelists all agree in regard to the
expulsion of demons by Jesus?

The Synoptics abound with these miracles:
Matthew viii, 28-34; ix, 32-34; Xxv, 22-28; Xvil,
14-21; Mark i, 21-28; v, 1-20; vii, 24-30; ix, 20-29;
Luke iv, 31-37; viii, 26-39; ix, 37-42- John never
mentions them.
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What great’miracle did Jesus perform at Nain?

Luke: “Now when he came nigh to the gate
of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried
out, the only son of his mother, and she was
a widow: and much people of the city was with
her.  And when the Lord saw her he had com-
passion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.
And he came and touched the bier: and they
that bare him stood still. ~ And he said, Young
man, | say unto thee, Arise. And he that was
dead sat up, and began to speak. And.he de-
liveréd him to his mother” (vii, 12-15).

The -other Evangelists were certainly igno-
rant of this miracle; for if they had known of
it they could not have omitted it, as it is the
most important miracle related by a Synoptist,
and, with one (exception, the most important of
all Christ’s miracles.

A miracle almost identical with this is related
of Apollonius. Referring to the two, Baur says:
“As according to Luke, it was a young man,
the only son of a widow, who was being carried
out of the ciéy; so, in Philostratus, it is a young
maiden already betrothed, whose bier Apollonius
meets. The command to set down the bier; the
mere touch, and a few words, are sufficient here,
as there, to bring the dead to life” (Apollonius
of Tyana and Christ, p. 145).
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In their accounts of his curing the paralytic
what parenthetical clause is to be found in each
of the Synoptics?

"(Then saith he to the sick of the palsy)”
(Matthew ix, 6; Mark ii, 10; Luke v, 24).

As the clause is superfluous, this agreement,
instead of furnishing proof of divine inspiration,
tends to prove what has already been affirmed,
that these books are not original, but copied, for
the most part, from older documents.

What effect had thle5 2teachings of Jesus upon
the people?

Matthew: “They were astonished at his doc-
trine” (xxii, 33).
( Ma)rk: “They were astonished at his doctrine”
i, 22).

Luke: -“They were astonished at his doctrine”
(iv, 32).

-Whlat did he say toﬁfﬁe people in regard to
letting their light shine?

"No man, when he hath lighted a candle,
Eutteth it in a secret place, neither under a
ushel, but on a candle stick” (Luke, Old Ver.,

Xl>uﬁ>- ’ . -

o man, when he hath lighted a lamp,
putteth it.in a cellar, neither under the bushel,
but on the stand” (New Ver.).

What did he say con&gﬁning the way that leads
to life?

“Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way,
which leadeth unto life” (Matthew, Old-Ver.,

vii, 14)-
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“Narrow is the gate, and straitened the way,
that leadeth unto life” (New Ver.).

The OIld Version has a strait gate and a
narrow way; the New Version a narrow gate
and a strait way.
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Quote the words' which relate the calling of
Peter.

John: “He [Andrew] first- findeth his own
brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have
found the Messias, which is being interpreted
the Christ.

“And he brought him to Jesus. And when
Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the
son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which
is by interpretation, A stone” (i, 41, 42).

The last clause of each is an interpolation.
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Where was John baptizing when Jesus and
his disciples came into Judea?

John: "In Aenon near to Salim” (iii, 22, 23).

This is declared by nearly all critics to be a
geographical error.  No place corresponding to
this existed in Judea.

Jews Oppose Bible Reading.

The prospects of introducing the Bible as a text-
book in the Chicago public schools received a
double setback on Nov. i8f A protest against
any such action was presented at the board rooms
on behalf of 100,000 Chicago Jews. This was
filed by Rabbis Joseph Stolz and Tobias Schan-
farber, who said they represented 225 rabbis and
their congregations. Dr. Stolz formerly was a
member of the Board of Education.-:

Later, in commenting on this protest, Presi-
dent Schneider admitted that the Committee on
School Management is not likely to consider the
admission of the Bible favorably at its next meet-

ing.

g!‘We are all opposed to the Bible as a text-
book,” he said. “There is no doubt of that. The
Chicago schools lack a system of ethical teach-
ing, but what we need is a standard of morality.”

President Schneider left it to be inferred that
the opposition of the committee extends to a
book of Biblical readings submitted by the Chi-
cago Women’s Educational Union.’

Where the Inquisition Failed.

The Inquisition could suppress
could destroy Protestantism, it could render
necessary the expulsion of the Moriscos, but it
failed when it sought to eradicate the abuses of
Mysticism, which not only signalized the ardor
of Spanish faith, but were so difficult of differ-
entiation from beliefs long recognized and en-
couraged by the church. There seems to be in
the average human mind an insatiable craving
for manifestations of the supernatural. Modern
science, with its materialism, may weaken or;
even eradicate this‘in the majority, and may ex-
plain psychologically much of what seems to be
marvelous, but the success in our land of the
curious superstition known as Christian Science
shows us how superficial is latter-day enlighten-
ment, and should teach us sympathy rather Ahan
disdain for the fantastic exhibitions of credulity
which we have passed in review.—Henry Charles
Lea, in chapter on “Mysticism.”

Judaism, it

Festal Regulations of Jesus»

“When thou makest a dinner or a supper, call
not thy friends, not thy brethren, neither thy
kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbors; . . . but
when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the
maimed, the lame, the blind” (Luke xiv, 12-13).

"We-Ism: The Religion of Humanity,” is the
title chosen by Capt. W. E. P. French for a Social-
ist Ritual he has composed. It is published by
the Wilshire Book Company. The work in-
cludes an Invocation, a Creed, a Prayer, a Ser-
mon, a list of Commandments, the SacrainetiTs of
Socialism, some Hymns, a Benediction, and a
Doxology—everything, in fact, that is necessary
to the conduct of Socialist worship. Contempla-
tion of the contents of the book Is calculated to
Put the reader or an assemblage in a devotional
rame of mind, but it is made clear that the re-
ligious fervor thus %enerated IS to be exhaled in
the form of good will and service to humanity.



Minor Editorial

Commandant Admiral Pendleton of the
League Island Navy Yard at Philadel-
phia is a simple-minded sailor.  The
Presbyterian ministers of Philadelphia
having appealed to the President to for-
bid the Sunday games of his men In the
Navy Yard, the Admiral says: “If the
Philadelphia preachers would come down
to League Island and investigate this
Sunday sport auestlon before they talk
of gross violations of Sunday laws, they
would be able to tell a different story.”
Yes, they would be able to tell a differ-
ent story, but would they do it? The
Admiral doesn’t know the nature of the
Presbyterian clergy if he imagines that
they would, for it is not the character
of the sport but it is sport of any kind,
or any variety of recreation, that the
ministers condemn if enjoyed on the
day they claim for themselves and their
spook. There has been dancing on Sun-
day at the Navy Yard, and Admiral Pen-
dleton again exposes the simplicity of
his mind when he makes this argument:
“The men have their pianos and they
want music. It is perfectly natural that
such a visiting day as Sunday should be
the signal for some sociall enjoyment.
Suppose, then, that these men, having
young women with them, place their
arms around the women’s waists for a
little whirl around. Does that call for
a protest to the President?” We offer
this test for Admiral Pendleton’s appli-
cation when protest to the President is
moved. Let him on any Sunday ex-
amine himself as to the condition of
his mind. If such examination find him
happy arid contented, and not in church,
it is a case Tor executive interference
in behalf of better Sunday observance.

A heartless hoax has been imposed on
Evangelist Torrey in Chicago. After a
number of burglaries in Evanston, a sub-
urb of the Lake City, a fellow came to
the police and confessed that he was the
burglar. He said his name was Anthony
Kilty, and that he had been moved to re-
pentance by the stirring sermons of Tor-
rey. On the next evening Torrey
preached on the case and said: “l went
to jail in order to see the man who was
said to have robbed several houses in
Evanston, and after coming in here
Thursday night turned to repentance.
That man told me in the presence of
those reporters that he had really accept-
ed Christ. God bless that man. They
tried in the jail to brace him up with a
drink of whisky. He refused it and de-
clared that never again would he take a
drink. If it is best that he should be
sent to prison may he come out a Chris-
tian.” About the time the preacher was
drawing this affecting picture the wife of
the alleged penitent thief presented her-
self at police headquarters to reclaim
“Kilty” as her husband. She said that his
name was not Anthony Kilty but Arthur
Kennedy; that he was not at Evanston
when the burglaries were committed,
neither had he ever attended one of the
Torrey meetings. He was simply a co-
caine fiend, whose imagination, stimulat-
ed by the drug, had been working over-
time. The facts proved to be as she
stated, and all of the eloquence and tears
of Torrey and his audience were wasted
and worse. If a halo has been bespoken
for the repentant Mr. “Kilty" the order
must now be canceled.

In response to a lotter from the Chi-
cago Law and Order League, Mayor
Busse of that city has again declared his
opposition to the closing of saloons on
Sunday. "My position on Sunday closing
is too well known to uood further com-
ment,” ho said. “The counoil years ago
sent a communication to the mayor re-
questing him to pay no attention to tho
state law for Sunday closing and | will
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not close the saloons unless ordered to do
so by the courts 6r unless the people by
a majority vote ask that the saloons be
sclosed on Sunday.” How Mayor Busse
absolves himself from tfys duty of en-
forcing the law of the state we do not
know. If, however, there be any neces-
sity for the existence of the saloon, he
is right in refusing to close it on Sunday,
which differs from other holidays only
from a religious point of view with which
the state should have no concern. The
advocates of an open saloon on Sunday
gave up their logical right to object to
the closing law when they admitted the
province of the state to legislate at all
regarding Sunday further than to make
it a legal holiday.

A very hard rap has been administered
to President Roosevelt by Justice Da-
vid- J. Brewer of the United States Su-
preme Court. Speaking in New York be-
fore a meeting of the Civic Forum, Nov.
20, Justice Brewer referred to the fact
that the convention that framed the Con-
stitution of the United States first pre-
scribed a presidential term of seven
years, with a prohibition on reelection,
and then for some unknown reason sub-
stituted the four-year term and left out
the prohibition. Justice Brewer favored
the original provision, because seven
years of Roosevelt was enough. “If that
were the provision,” he added, “we
should not now have the spectacle of our
strenuous President playing a game of
hide and seek with the American people.”
Justice Brewer argues that this is a
Christian nation, basing his belief on the
numerous official recognitions of God and
religion by the government. Mr. Roose-
velt has just rubbed one of the Judge’s
best arguments off the gold eagle.

The impudence of the Kansas City
preacher who claims that the ministers
are the only persons qualified to judge of
what is permissible on Sunday is equaled
by that of the Rev. T. G. Pool, who was
chaplain of the House of the last Missouri
General Assembly.  Complaining that
marriage is not now regarded sSo serious-
ly as it should be, the Rev. Mr. Pool
proposes a law, in support of which he
Is now endeavoring to enlist his breth-
ren throughout the state, which shall
recognize the clergy as the only authority
to perform marriages. The minister is
sadly belated. Christian countries have
had their experience with the clergy as
the sole solemnizers of the rite of matri-
mony, and do uot want it repeated. The
tendency Is to view marriage more and
more as a civil and social arrangement.
People have discovered that they can
marry and be happy without the blessing
of the priesthood.

After twenty years' absence the Rev.
John D. Andrews, once a revivalist dis-
tinguished for his eloquence and fervor,
returned to his home town, which Is
Monroe- City, Mo., as ticket seller and
“spieler"” for a circus and as the hus-
band of the lady snake charmer. When
Interrogated by former acquaintances as
to the causes of his change of occupation
he said: “Every penny that ! now earn
Is an honest penny. | work hard for it
—and It Is mine." After leaving the
pulpit and before becoming a spieler for
a circus the Rov. Mr. Andrews took all
the jumps, having dealt taro bank in
Butte, trouped with small theatrical or-
ganisations, gone tJ Africa with ild

animal hunters, and roamed over Eu-
rope and Asia. An exceedingly strenu-
ous career.

Your blatant ovangellst Is as reckless
of statement when discussing morals as
when talking about religion. For an ex-
ample, the incorrigible Torrey told his
Chicago congregation a few days ago that
“the real eondltlous in high society, in
the East and West alike, put the vice of

Note and Comment. '
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Chicago’s levee to the blush.” Chicago’s
levee, be it known, is an area occupied
by houses of prostitution, where condi-
tions are marked by vice, disease
and filth, drunkenness, robbery, and mur-
der; and Torrey has the abandon to say
that the immoralities of the wealthy and
fashionable people put these to the
blush! It is the sort of preaching calcu-
lated to make middle-class people give
the levee a try—since they cannot break
into “high society"—and to feel that they
can still say they are not as other men.

Druggist Paul G. Schuh of Cairo, BL,
proposes a leather medal for each of the
“soul protectors” of the neighboring
town of Murphysboro. All of the said
protectors, they being the six ministers
of the Murphysboro churches, have
signed a published card stating that the
custom of dancing, “if not absolutely im-
moral in its nature, is at best corrupting
in its tendency,” and earnestly advising
their members to wholly abstain there-
from. This sort of condemnation of an
innocent amusement is the best promo-
ter of immorality. Teach young people
who dance that they have thereby be-
come “corrupt,” and they will philosophic-
ally remark that it is as well to be hung
for a sheep as a lamb, and win the more
readily become really so.

It is easy to believe that "General"
Booth told the truth at Berlin the other
day when, addressing the Salvation
Army on the occasion of the Busstag, or
day of national humiliation in Prussia,
he said that “people everywhere seemed
to be tiring of religion.” He believed
there were 2,000,000 persons in London
who never entered a church. It was
the same in Europe and America, and
even in heathen countries. “He was
never more surprised than he was on
finding so much lack of religion m Ja-
pan.” There are few who have done more
than General Booth himself to induce
ths tired feeling which he notes.

The London Globe's correspondent at
Rome learns that the pope has written
to Archbishop Farley of New York ex-
tending through him an invitation to
Miss Gladys Vanderbilt and her intend-
ed, the Count Szechenyi, to come and
see him before they are married. It is
intimated that his holiness will confer
on the couple the titles of Count and
Countess of the Holy Roman Emp.re pro-
vided Gladys will become a Catholic.
The young woman is rich enough to
finance a title, and the church never
overlooks an ueiress.

The London Freethinker records the
death at sixty-eight years of Touaeau
Parris, who was one of Charles Brad-
laugh’s assistants from IS«7 to 1SSl1. and
for some years afterward a frequent lec-
turer on the Freetheaghi platform. He
was by turns, after leaving college, Bap-
tist, Disciples, and Unitarian preacher,
bat more than thirty years ago left the
pulpit altogether, in h’s last days he was

| provided for from a fund raised by the

Freethinker.

* In God we trust; hence no more bat-
tleships. lu God wa trust; hence no more
standing armies. In God we crust;
hence uo more lightning rods. Lu God
we trust; hence uo more sanitation, no
more use for lire and police departments;
no more provision tor the future, and no
more preparation tor heaven. In God
we trust!

Alfred G. Vanderbilt, sou of Cornelius,

- has given the Youug Men’s Christian As-

sociation §100,000 tor a memorial building
to his father. That jovial oriental, Wu
TIngfang, will be pleased at this further
evidence of ancestor worship among
Christians.

If a place of business cannot be open
on Sunday, Is it just that on this day
when the merchant Is suppressed by
law, the ministers should be left free to
attack him?
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Dr. Foote’s New Book.

THE HOME CYCLOPEDIA

Popular Medical, Social and Sexual Science.
Contains a full, plain, and easy readin
treatise on “Health and Diseases, wit
Recipes,” all the average reader can
profitably learn of personal hygiene and
common”diseases (including special, sep-
arate chapters for men and women); all
right up to date, and fully illustrated with
hundreds of photo-engravings and chromo
lithographs. ~Contains_ also the already
opular "Plain Home Talk” about the re-
ation of the sexes and social customs in
all ages and all countries, with "original
and startling” suggestions for social re-
forms; newly revised, enlarged, and well,
illustrated. AM is "heart to heart” plain,
home talk from a clear-thinking, plain-
speaking, liberal minded medical author
of over forty years' experience. Neark/
a million and a half former books sold.
curious book for curious people, and a
sensible book for every one. Answers
1,001 delicate questions one would like
to ask his regular physician and yet
doesn't want to. ] )

1,248 Bages_, 400 illustrations (80 in cal-
ors), 250 recipes. Price, cloth bound, $2
mailed.

Address The Truth Seeker Company.

lIOMAS PAKS PORTRAIT

fine Reprint from a rare old
Engraving from the
rinted in the eigh-
teenth “century. ne of these Engrav-
ings was P(esenteql by Thomas Paine him-
self to a friend, with"his autograph there-
on. This copy Is now in the possession
of George Jacob Holyoake. There are
but four of the originals in this countr
that we know of, and one of them was of-
fered for sale some time ago for |7.50,
vhich shows the rarity of the picture.
Our reprint is from an original purchased
at auction some years ago. As a portrait
the reprint is as good, and much clear-
er_than the originals are now.

The picture Is 8x10, on very heavy pa-
per, 16x20, a very nice size for framing.
Price only 50 cents.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

Paine’s Age of Reason

BY THOMAS PAINE, M. A,
A Pioneer of Biblical Criticism

A very
Engraving. A Sharp
Romney Portrait,

_This edition of Thomas Paine’'s master-
piece is the one that is sure to become
the standard for all future correct edi-
tions. It is reprinted from one of the first
copies in English published by Barrels at
Paris, January, 1794, and ‘the proofs
werep robably read by Paine. It enables
the world of the twentieth century to read
Paine’s AGE OF REASON as Paine wrote
it In the eighteenth century, it is print-
ed from large new type, (80 pages.
PRICE 15 CENTS. EIGHT COPIES, ST
Published and sold by the Truth Seeker

Cou 62 Vesey street. New York. N. T

Martyrdom of Man.

By Winwood Reade.

The author of this book was a nephew
I of Charles Reade, the novelist. He was
| a traveler and observer, and his discov-
eries were freely cited by Darwin among
| the facts adduced in su8p_or_t of the Dar-
winian theory of the Origin of Species,
. the Descent of Man, etc. The Martyr-
dom of Man, in which Mr. Reade rejects:
| the doctrine of a personal Creator, is a
. synopsis of universal history showing
the martyrdom of the race to Religion,
War, and Tyranny. It is a standard work
and in steady demand. Our edition (the
twelfth) Is the popular edition. The work
Is now so wpll known that it needs no
advertising. The announcement that we
have it 18 sufficient.

458 PAGES. PRICE, POSTPAID, SI.
The Free Speech League

invites correspondence, cooperation, and
membership_of all who claim rights and
dare maintain thei .

JOIN US—HELP US.

GET OUR LIST OF BOOKS.

READ THEM—PASS THEM ALONG.

Liberty talks by Ingersoll, Wakeman,

Walker,” Schroeder, Pentecost, Darrow,
Post and others. Read "Our Vanishing
Liberty of Press” (five eats); and also
“Do You Want Free Speech?" (ten

cents) and learn
WHY YOU SHOULD ACT WITH US.
Free Speech League, 120 Lexington

avenue, Now York.
[
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GHOSTS and OTHER LEGTURES Letters of Friends

By Robert G. Ingersoll

INCLUDING THE GHOSTS, LIBERTY
OF MAN, WOMAN AND CHILD; THE
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE,
ABOUT FARMING IN ILLINOIS,
SPEECH NOMINATING JAMES G.
BLAINE FOR PRESIDENCY _IN 1876,
THE GRANT BANQUET, A TRIBUTE
TO REV. ALEX. CLARK, A VISION
OF WAR, AND A TRIBUTE TO EBON
C. INGERSOLL. 252 pages. Cloth.

This book has been out of print_since
the publication of the Dresden edition of
Ingersoll’'s complete works. There are
not many copies to be had and it will
not be reprinted in its rc;resen'g form.
These here offered are of the edition pub-
Illggled by the author in Washington in

PRICE $1-25.
Address The Truth Seeker.

HAECKEL'’S

LIST WORDS ON EVOLUTION

BY ERNST HAECKEL
Professor at Jena University

A POPULAR RETROSPECT AND SUM-
MARY

Translated from the Second Edition by
JOSEPH MCcCABE

With three plates and Haeckel's latest
Portrait

PRICE, CLOTH, $L00 NET

Readers who are interested in the evo-
lution controversy, as | here describe it,
will find in my earlier works (“The His-
tory of Creation,” “The Evolution of
Man,” “The Riddle of the Universe,” and
“The Wonders of Life”) a thorough treat-
ment of the views | have summarily pre-
sented. | do not belong to_the amiable
grouf) of “men of compromise,” but am
In title habit of giving candid and straight-
forward EXPreSSIOI’] to the convictions
which a half century of serious and la-
borious study has led me to form. If I
seem to be a tactless and inconsiderate
“fighter” |1 pray you to remember that
“conflict is the father of all things,” and
that the victory of pure reason over cur-
rent superstition will not be achieved
without a tremendous struggle. But | re-
gard ideas only in my struggles; to the
Bersons of mﬁl opponents I am indifferent,

itterly as they have attacked and slan-
dered my own person.

ERNST HAECKEL.

CONTENTS: — Introduction. Preface.
Chapter 1.—The Controversy about Crea-
tion; Evolution and Dogma; Plate |I:
Genealogical Tree of the Vertebrates.
Chapter 11.—The Struggle over our Gene-
alogical Tree; Our Ape Relatives and
the Vertebrate-Stem; Plate : Skeletons
of Five Anthropoid Apes. Chapter HL—
The Controversy over the Soul; The
Ideas of Immor all%land God; Plate LL:
Embryos of Three Mammals. Appendix.
—Evolutionary Tables; Geological Ages
and Periods; "Man’s Genealogical Tree—
First Half; Man's Genealogical Tree—
Second Half; Classification of the Pri-

Readers desirous of communicating
with the writers of the letters in this de-
partment may address them in care of
The Truth Seeker, 62 Vesey Street, New
York, N. Y., and the letters will be read-
dressed and forwarded.

MR. HANNAN IN BALTIMORE.
From John F. Clarke, Maryland.

To the Editor of The Truth Seeker:
The Free Discussion Society of Balti-
more, Md., has been exchanging speakers
and lecturers with the Liberal League of
Philadelphia, Pa. On Nov. 17, Mr. j.
Costello Hannan, of Philadelphia, deliver-
ed his famous discourse: “A Vindication
of the Devil,” before the Free Discussion
Society at their rooms, 630 W. Baltimore
street

There was a full attendance and a
lively discussion followed the lecture. If
sparkling wit and fine sarcasm, together
with logic, can vindicate, then the devil
came off with colors flying. Mr. Han-
nan is an admirable speaker and has the
faculty of interspersing pithy and witty
remarks, freely, without tiring his audi-
ence'. His humor is free and well suited
to his theme. Philadelphia is said to
be a slow town, but there is nothing
slow about Citizen Hannan, Mr. Han-
nan was opposed by Messrs. Tuerke and
Brcmwell, also criticised by Mr. Wm. A.
Tools, who took the view that made man
distinct from the brute. Mr. Tuerke
argued that a man was known by the
company he keeps, and thought that
a self-confessed friend of the devil was
an evil personage. Mr. Bromwell was
mock-heroically sorry that manhood had
fallen so low as to abuse Christ, who
was the friend of the poor and oppressed,
and whose sole business was hovering
over those in need of sympathy, etc.

Mr. J. F. Clarke delved into sacred his-
lory to show that God was outwitted by
Satan, who was more truthful and more
prophetic and less cruel. Mr. Richard-
son, a former Methodist minister, but,
at present, a printer, declared that God
was yielding where he should have been
firm, and hard when he should have
shown pity. He said that the devil as Lu-
cifer was kicked out of an inharmoinous
heaven by a jealous angel-rabble and

| fell into the bottomless pit, which pit,
| if it went dear through the earth, must
| have had two tops.
| Mr. Mark Jackson, an Israelite in
| whom there is some humor, said that as
a lineal descendant of David and Solo-
| mon, he was nearer related to Jesus
| Christ than either Mr. Bromwell or
| Tuerke, but he disavowed any belief in
| the divinity of his kinsman. He thought
| that gratuitous praises and flattery be-

mates; Genealogical Tree of the Pri- | stowed upon his family by Gentiles was

mates; Explanation of Genealogical Ta-
ble L Postscript—Evolution and Jesuit-

ism.
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.
62 Vesey Street, New York

Reply to Lambert’s

Notes on Ingersoll
By B. W. Lacy
Cloth, 60 cents. 184 pp large octavo.

(Former price $1.)

Thia ia a reply to all of Priest Lambert’s criti-
It ja written
icial atyla, exhaustive in reason-
ing, and conclusive as to the points advanced by the
Lambert has been heralded aa the man who

ciama of Colonel _Inger_aoU’e statement,.
in a «Im and ju

rjest.
ﬂajd answered Mr. Ingersoll by many
all of the more ignorant of them,

churchmen—
in fact—and

| suspicious of graft on their part He
thought that Satan would have shown
| nicer discrimination and sweeter taste
in selecting a chosen people. He told
some ancestral traits of David and Solo-
| mon that showed that with regal civili-
| zation and godly counsel their conduct
was more reprehensible than that of the
prehensile-tailed simian worldings. He
said that the evolutionary stage of sim-
| ians into semitics was clear to his pro-
phetic vision, and that he was not ca-
pable of aping his ancestors’ deeds.

Mr. Hannan closed the discussion and
paid his respects to his critics. He said
to Mr. Tuerke: “l wish | knew as little
of the Bible text as you do,” which was
a sore thrust

his book has been cited by many journals as a

refutation of the Colonel’s attack upon the church

i Lambert’s book
does not deserve the reputation it acquired, and it
would never have acquired it if it were not about
Colonel Ingersoll regarded it
aa weak and puerile, and Mr. Lacy shows that his

and a rehabilitation of Christianity.

all the churchmen had.

estimate was just.

Every Freethinker should get this book so that
when Lembert is quoted to him by some church-
man ne can produce the book which shows the false

logic and weak argument of the priest.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

FREETHOUGHT GO.0D ENOUGH.

From J. F. Roberts, New York State.

Friend Macdonald: For some time
past | have been thrown in contact with
literature dealing with all kinds of lat-
ter-day “thought,” such as Christian
Science, New Thought, and the like;
hence | know something of the claims

advanced by the new sort of religionists.
My conclusion is that FREETHOUGHT
is good enough for me. It is nearest be-
ing on a scientific basis, anyhow. It
makes no claims it cannot substantiate;
it relies on demonstration rather than
dogma; it seeks to establish facts rather
than fancies. Of ail the mental attitudes
that men assume, this one of ours should
have the greatest upward trend, | in-
close $3 to keep me in good standing for
another year with the grand old Truth
Seeker.

DR. TORREY’'S CHALLENGE.
From Norman Murray, Montreal, Canada.

To the Editor Truth Seeker; Though
I generally put religious discussions on
the shelf at this season of the year ana:
take it up some other time when | have
less to do, still I can hardly resist the
temptation to watch the doings of my
friend Torrey. By adopting skilful
methods Dr. Torrey can be used by
Freethinkers to bring Christianity into
contempt. | am quite safe in saying that
the churches are very sorry they ever
brought Dr. Torrey here.

Dr. Torrey has his lectures all in book
form and they are generally sold wher-
ever he preaches. There are a good
many jokes going the rounds here about
Torrey. In one place he referred to his
own grandfather as being in hell, just at
the time some fellows walked out in
disgust Dr. Torrey shouted after them
that they were on the road to helL The
young fellows shouted back, “Any mes-
sage for grandpa?”

Torrey is popularly known here as
“the Yankee bluffer.” Wise generais
make provision for retreat in case of a
reverse. Dr. Torrey evidently does not
expect his challenges to be taken seri-
ously.

I took up his challenges here twice
publicly in the church, and the third
he made in my absence, and | challenged
him to repeat it next evening, when 1
would make it my business to be pres-
ent, and he refused to do iL

The first challenge he gave was for
any Freethinker to point out any moral
precept not in the book he held in his
hand—the Bible. 1 got up there and
then and told him the law of Moses con-
tained no precept teaching the duty oi
parents to their children. He was si-
lent

The next challenge was indirect, when
he said the students from Ingersoll’s lec-
ture went to a house of ill fame. My

retort brought his fire, which brought
him in conflict with the law. He made
the. foolish statement here that he never
came across the Agnostic, etc., etc., that
he could not convince. As | happened
-to be absent that night 1 dared him to
repeat his statement when | would be
present. Again he refused to face fire.

I think Freethinkers have been allow-

ing fellows like Torrey too much of their

own way. The church people are ever
ready to pounce on a Freethinker .and
drag him before the courts for very lit-

tle reason. .

Under the British flag at least there is

a legal limit to what these blatherskites
can say about unbelievers; and | think
that they should be closely followed
everywhere and not only corrected
through the press, but also brought be-
fore the courts when possible.

SWEDENBORG'8 MONUMENTAL
YARNS.

From 8. B. 8. Wilson, M.D., Kansas.

Editor Truth Seeker: Thanks for
publishing.my previous letter on the Im-
proved Order of Oddfellows. 1 wish you
had named the town, Olathe, Kan. 1 in-
close 25 cents for The Truth Seeker
Collection. | am now in my eixty-flftn
year, and the longer t live the more |
incline to Liberal thought. 1 very seldom
go to church, for the reason that I am
so tired of hearing such foolishness rela-
tive to the personality of Jesus of Naz-

areth. I am convinced he never existed.
If there ever was a reincarnation (which
is improbable), no one deserved it more
than Mr. Swedenborg. He tells wonder-
ful things, or he is a monumental liar.
Mr. Jesus never wrote anything.

I wish that the Christians could be
dealt with for meeting on Sunday “to
break bread and drink wine.”

DEATH-BED AFFIDAVITS.
From Frank Swancara, Kansas.

To The Truth Seeker: To read the
“Letters from Friends” is to feel oneself
in the presence of the family of the
free. Many of us find that department
the only Freethought society with which
we are privileged to put ourselves in
touch.

If 1 may be permitted to put in a few
words, | desire to suggest the idea of
Death-Bed Affidavits. We know the wide
prevalence of the belief among Chris-
tians that those who reject the creeds
of the church and infallibility of the
Bible, and give no heed to the worship
of any being, are thought to change their
views or to recant their Infidelity on the
threatened, apparent, or final approach of
death. It has occurred to me that in
view of the above supposition of our or-
thodox friends, it might be doing Truth
a favor if each Liberal toward the latter
part of his life, or on the occasion of his
last illness, would unqualifiedly affirm
the statements of an affidavit showing
that he has never repented or regretted
his rejection of religion, and is fully-
satisfied that his past course was right.

It appears to me that it would be well
to preface the above portion of the affi-
davit by references to the multitude of
falsehoods concerning alleged recanta-
tions of Infidels; that it would be well to
put in a scathing indictment of the re-
ligious faith and a vigorous defiance of
all the threatenings and the positive re-
jection of all the offerings of religious
creeds.

The subject of Infidelity seems, as a
rule, to be avoided in sermons. The
church would have its flock believe that
Atheism has no adherents; that faith is
inherent in all men. A radical affidavit
might show the deluded faithful that
there is another side to these religious
questions. It would lead the pulpit to
make an attack on Freethought and these
attacks are likely to arouse the curios-
ity of some persons and lead them to
investigate the point of view of those
who differ from themselves in opinion on
matters affecting Christianity.

The things | have mentioned above are
suggested to me by my own past experi-
ence. My early environment was a re-
ligious one, and | obtained the point of
view of the believer, but hearing slurs
cast upon the life of Ingersoll and hear-
ing attacks upon his influence and work
made me curious to know what the real
facts were. | read his works and found
his statements to be simple and to the
point, and the thought far easier to com-
prehend, and especially, to appreciate,
than the confused, illogical, and absurd
ideas of the pulpit and the Sunday
School. I found I had previously had
no other reason for my tendency towards
Christian belief except that I supposed it
was all-prevalent and knew not of ad-
verse teachings or opinions. Millions of
others of differentagestere yet in the same
condition. The idea of the affidavit is
suggested for the effect it might have in
calling attention to the fact that there
are sincere Freethinkers, Atheists, Ag-
nostics, and Infidels, and the idea was
suggested to me when | had been told
that I am going to recant and repent just
as the “filthy little Atheist" is said to
have done.

“HUMAN ORIGINS.”
From M. M. Shellaberger, Illinois.
Editor of The Truth Seeker—Dear
-Sir: | have a copy of this great work
by Samuel Laing. | have read it over
and over, and nothing have | ever read



on the same subject that was so satis-
factory and pleased me so well. 'l will
take eight copies for distribution.

THRIFTY MISSIONARIES.
From the Echo, Rangoon, Burma.

Some six years ago a poor Chinaman,
newly arrived from China, borrowed
fifty rupees from a missionary and
opened a stall on the roadway near the
school (in Rangoon) for the sale of re-
freshments; paying two rupees rent
monthly to that missionary for the use
of the public road. The missionary col-
lected, as interest on the loan, ten ru-
pees monthly for about three years,
when the matter was taken up by a
European, who stopped all further pro-
ceedings in this transaction. As the
missionary has gone away now (left the
country) there is no necessity for giving
names, dates, etc., in full. The Burma
Critic on another money-lending transac-
tion writes in its issue of 1st instant:

“It will not-be out of order for us to
quote a unique example of the evil ef-
fects such money-lending procedure car-
ries with it. This is a true case, a
young man in the railway drawing a
very moderate salary, approached this
Christian Chetty and was accommoda-
ted with a loan of something like a thou-
sand rupees, on the usual terms. These
terms, as we have previously pointed
out, are so high that they almost -make
it. impossible for these smally paid bor-
rowers to ever make repayment.

“Sometime afterwards he lost his job
and joined the Excise on a lower salary.
Immediately he did this, the charitable
(oh, what a lot of sins does the word
“charity” cloak) lender pounced down on
him and attached half his salary, which
left him Rs. 75 .($37) a month on which'to
live and meet other pressing liabilities.
What was the result? Well, itis a sad one;
for he has practically been hounded out
of a service for which he was admirably
adapted, and in which he has made some
important seizures, despitp the fact that
he was new and inexperienced at the
game. It will be interesting now to
watch the next move of these Christian
usurers. Another., instance is, how a
number of cartmen, about sixty, we be-
lieve, each borrowed a small sum from
the same source. Some paid up, and
some did not. The result, in this Case,
was even less christian-like than in the
other, if that is possible, for action was
taken against all the cartmen, irrespect-
ive of whether they had paid back their
share or not. This is truly an edifying
state of affairs. What must the pro-
posed converts of these Christian institu-
tions think of our vaunted Christianity?
Surely not much, as it is preached and
acted up to, at times, in Burma.”

“CHRISTIAN SCIENCE.”
(Expounded and Explained.)

Born in man’s delusive thought,

Sin and sickness are but nought.
Truth made known to wisdom-fool,
Dean of Mammon’s mercy school!

Leader, writing nonsense bold,

Lures the people from their gold;
Money useless to the poor.

Drives the needy from the door.

Riches; poverty—merely dreams!

Nothing in life is what it seems!

All unreal, pain and death,

Belief the cause of food ajid breath!
Let the children wanting bread
Feast on faith or die in bed;

Smile at mortals racked with pain—

Nought but notion hi the brain!
Bleeding flesh and broken bone—
Fancies from the dreamland blown!

All are but delusive dreams:

Nothing on earth is what it seems!

Gather hoards of phantom cash;
Recompense with jargon hash.
Greed and guilt we gladly find
Nought but thought of maortal mind!
Never did man commit a sin—
Nothing wrong in the world has been.
Reason—that's a foolish whim;
Conscience—only a phantom prim!
Vice and virtue—pagan dreams!
Nothing at all is what it seems!
CHARLIE CHURCH.
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To the Freethinkers of Michigan.

The Constitutional Convention of Michigan is now in session at Lansing, its

purpose being to form a new Constitution for the tare

The convention affords

an occasion for Michigan Freethinkers to make their voices heard in favor of a
Constitution which will prohibit the exemption of church property from just and

equal taxation.

They should not only write to their delegates, but should pro-

cure as many signatures as they can from the constituents of each delegate,

men whom the delegate knows and whose request hp cannot ignore.

Dr. Tobias

Sigel and Mr. Eugene G. Weber of Detroit have set the ball in motion by writing

to their delegates. We print Mr. Weber’s letter below.

In The Truth Seeker of

Nov. 23, page 743, there is an extract from a sermon lelivered during the pres-

ent month by a clergyman of Springfield.
The Freethinkers of Michigan might use it as a circular

a campaign document.

M1., which would do excellent service as

or procure its insertion in their local papers, or both. A little work of a Free-
thought nature goes a long way and has a good and large influence, even if it

does not fully accomplish its immediate object.

gate is as follows:

Mr. Geo. W. Coomer, Delegate to the
Constitutional Convention—Sir: A short
time ago Dr. Sigel of Detroit wrote to
Delegate Ingram asking him to submit
a bill to place church property on the
tax rolls, the same as other property. Mr.
Ingram said he was not in favor of tax-
ing church property, but would bring in
a bill and note it, by request.

The Pastors’ Union held a meeting in
the Central M. E. church on the 11th of
November. Delegate Ingram was present
and advocated a bill that the rich and
the poor offenders should be made equal
under the law. | would like to ask Dele-
gate Ingram why the rich churches and
the poor tax payers should not be made
equal under the law. The churches re-
ceive all the benefits of local improve-
ments without paying a cent. . If the
anger of the Lord arises and he burns
down the church, the fire department,
which the tax payers pay for, turns out
to save the building. Why are not the
church people honest? Why don’t they
pay faxes? Why do they want to be tax
dodgem? It is just as reasonable to
make the tax payer pay for the lightning
rod they place on their church spire, to
protect their church from the thunder-
bolts of an angry Jehovah, as it is to
make the tax payer pay for a Are depart-
ment to protect their church from fire.

As one of your constituents 1 ask you
to give us a constitution which will ex-
empt no property, and give us all an
equal and just taxation. The Constitu-
tion of the United States says that no
money shall be appropriated for any re-
ligion.

When tho government makes such ap-
propriations, it compels the people to
support religion, and also determines
what that religion shall be. In exempt-
ing church property from taxation the
state patronizes religion; it gives to the
church whose property it exempts its just
proportion of the sum needed to defray
the expenses of the government. This
is a violation of religious liberty, because
it compels the Jew, the Atheist, and the
Deist to contribute to the support of a
religion which they repudiate, and there-
by compels men to support a religion
with which they have no sympathy. The
burden of supporting any religion should
fall only upon those who believe in It
and desire to see Its principles and prac-
tices upheld. In making appropriations
of money for chaplains in Congress and
state legislatures, in the army and navy,
we violate our most radical conception
of religious liberty. The creation and
support of these offices is nothing less
than governmental patronage of the
Christian religion. The ministers who
All these places are commissioned by the
government; they are directed by the
government; they are responsible to the
government for the manner in which they
perform their ministerial functions, and
they are in the strictest sense govern-
ment preachers, and every congressman
or member of the legislature who votes

Mr. Weber’'s letter to his dele-

for these appropriations violates his oath
of office.

The amount of untaxed church prop-
erty in this state runs up into millions
of dollars; this is the burden which the
people are carrying for the benefit of the
churches.

At the annual Episcopal convention
held in St. Paul’s Church on November
13, Bishop Williams pleaded for the es-
tablishment of a school of religion in
Ann Arbor, where religion and the Bible
could be studied as scientifically as medi-
cine or law. This would lead to the ap-
pointment of professors of theology, who
would receive their nay out of the treas-
ury of the state. Do you see where this
is leading us? Is it not leading us to a
union of church and state, which is con-
trary to the principles on which our gov-
ernment was founded, of complete sep-
aration of church and state, and the
theory of civil and religious liberty?

I hope that you will do your utmost
to have a section placed in the new con-
stitution that will give equal rights to
all, and place all property in the stare
on the tax rolls. Yours sincerely,

EUGENE G. WEBER.

Detroit, Mich.

COMPARISON IN SONG.
From L. G Reed, New York City.

Dear Editor: The enclosed respectfully
submitted. It soes wen with a tune—
the name | forset. ]

I enjoy The Truth Seeker immensely.
But | ask all to read the Bible and to
see therein the absurdities and cruelties
—for instance Gen. viii, 20. Tours widi

best wishes. L. G. R.
One who is rich as a Johnny Jacob
Astor,

May desire to live a thousand years or

S0;
He can build a church for a domineering
pastor, ) )
For a pocket rail of Rock will keep a
feller on the go.

One who is poor as a consecrated wafer.
May not care a dime to live another
week; )
He may jump the earth like a crazy,
shaking Quaker,
To gain that <better world” meanly
promised to the meek.

Maniy Igo to church till they get an aw-
u

nightmare.
Dreaming of a devil who was once ‘an
angel bright; )
A few go there till they know that tricky
nightscare,

Then leave the bogie field for a glad-
some world of light.

Many priestcraft laws conflict with those
of Nature. o
And should not be binding on any hu-
man_ race; .
Such religion is a curse, and nothing can

be worse ) . )
Than teaching children it's a gift of

heavenly grace.
Just a bit of wealth, and religion thrown

to hades,
A measure of- content and reason for
our guide, . .
We may drop the parson, with all his

hellish maybes, )
And taste the joy in learning how the
Bible prophets lied.
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A NEW

- CATECHISM

BY M. MANGASARIAN.

“A New Catechism” has enjoyed a re-
markable sale both in America and Eng-
land. George Jacob Holyoake, in his in-
troduction to the English edition of “A
New Catechism,” says:

“A New Catechism” is the boldest, the
brightest, the most varied and informing
of any work of the kind extant. The
principal fields of human knowledge,
which the churches have fenced around
with supernatural terrors, the Catechism
breaks into, cherishing what is fair and
showing what is deformed. The notes,
of which there are many, both ancient
and contemporary, are as striking as the
text. The book Is a cyclopedia of theol-
ogy and reason In a nutshell..

‘The author of this Catechism shows
%?od judgment in devising questions.

nswers without parade or pretension
come quickly and decisively, often Includ-
ing untoreseen information, which has the
attraction of surprise. The answers do
not dra% along like a heavily-laden team,
but flash like a message of wireless teleg-
raphy, unhampered, unhindered, over
oceans of new thought. As suits the
celerity of the age, these answers are ex-
pressed with Dbrevity. Prodigality in
words impoverishes the giver and de-
praves the taste of the receiver. Mr. Man-
1asarian. like Procion, conquers with few
men and convinces with few words.
There Is no better definition, says Lan-
dor, of a great captain or a great teach-
er 7

Prof. C. S, Laisant, one of the foremost
mathematicians of the College of Paris,
in the Revue Philosophique, says this of
‘A New Catechism:

“Admiration is_too feeble a word to
express my opinion of “A New Cate-
ghism. . . . It,is a marvelous manu-
al of rationalist philosophy and scientific
morallt%/. To disseminate this work is
:0 aid the cause of European ssmocrw
—the emancipation of the people. e
congratulate the French people for the
opP_ortunlty to read so beautiful and be-
neticent a work.”

The New York Outlook, a semi-ortho-
dox_publication, Lyman Abbotts paper,

criticised “A New Catechism” by saying
that its author. Mr. Mangasarian, “was
guilty of bald literary falsehood.” This

started a_correspondence between Mr.
Mangasarian_and the editors of The Out-
look.  In his pamphlet, “Orthodox At-
tacks,” Mr. Mangasarian has published
the correspondence of his answer to The
Outlook. EverP/one _ordering “A New
Catechism” will receive free, a copy of
this pamphlet.

Price, Cloth, One Dollar
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

Funny Bible Stories

WHEREIN IS REVEALED THE RICH-
NESS OF HOLY WRIT IN HU-
MOROUS INCIDENT.

The Zoological Occurrence In the Garden
of Eden, with its Lesson for Women
The Experiences of Abraham, who
stood before Kings, and of Sarah, his
Wire, who went farther. Also the Re-
lation of Lot to his Baughters Chil-
dren; the Words of Isaiah, an old-time
Forecaster; the Winding-Lg) of Ananias;
the Exploits of Judge Samson, and
other Amusing Narratives

Told by
W. A. CROFFUT, PH. L
and embellished with 23 cuts by
MR. RYAN WALKER.

Price, 10 cents.  Fifteen Copies for $1.

THE TRUTH SEEKER PUBLISHING
COMPANY.

Sixty-two Vesey Street, New York.

HOW CHRISTIANITY BEGAN
Date and Place of the New
Theological Evolution....

The personality or Jesus—When was he
born, how old was he when he began his
mission, and how long did it last? The

gospels and the Acts—Doctrines intro-
uced by the Fathers—Small part in
church history played by the apostles.

By WILLIAM BIRNEY.

Price, 7 cents. The Truth Seeker Ce.
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THE MASTER'S MASTERPIECE

By DANIEL K. TENNEY
PRICE 10 CENTS.

A criticism of the "Sermon on the
Mount,” deemed the masterpiece of Je-
sus, the so-called Christ of the Christians,
and an oratorical effort.labeled by them
the grandest thing in literature but
which” Mr. Tenney shows to be defective
in about all ways a sermon can be.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

THE LOVE OF GOD AN
IMPOSSIBILITY

By DANIEL K. TENNEY
PRICE 10 CENTS.

The title explains the subject, and the
case is made clear.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

MODERN THEOLOGY AND ITS

IDEAL JESUS
BY DANIEL K. TENNEY.
PRICE 10 CENTS.

An examination and criticism of the
words of Jesus, the so-called Christ, as
given in the book named the New Testa-
ment. |

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. |

Secret of the East

By Prof. Felix L. Oswald.

Against Christianity Dr. Oswald finds
seven objections to lie with a force un-
shaken by all the efforts of all the theolo-
gians who have “expounded” its mys-
teries or "reconciled” with science its
plain and irreconciliable inconsistencies
and contradictions. No one, he says,
can overlook the facts that: 1. The rise
of the Christian faith corresponds with
the sunset of the great south-European
civilization; 2. That the zenith of its
power coincides with' the midnight of
medieval barbarism; 3. That the decline
of its inOQuence coincides with the sunrise
of a north-European civilization; 4. That
all the principal victories of Freedom and
Science have been achieved in spite oi
the church, and in the face of her open
hostility; 5 That the exponents of the
Christian dogmas persist in their hostil-
ity to the progress of all reform; 6. That
the worst enemies of political and intel-
lectual liberty were firm believers in
the dogmas of the New Testament; 7.
That among the contemporary nations of
the Christian world the most skeptical
are the most civilized, while the most
orthodox are the most backward in free-
dom, industry, and general intelligence.

Cloth L.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

Makes the Deaf
Hear Instantly

A Marvelous Invention. It Magnifies Sound.
Any Deaf Person Can Hear Without Effort.
Those Who Have Been Deaf for Years
Now Hear as Well as Ever.

It actually restores hearing to deaf ears as
surely as the telescope makes the invisible things
visible. You can hear with perfect ease and
¥o_u are restored to all- the pleasures of society,
riends, church, theatre, etc.

The Acousticon does not pour a big, confusing
volume of sound Into the ear. There is no un-
sightly tube or trumpet. Leading churches in
New York, Chicago, Boston and many other cities
provide them for their deaf members. Mr. John
Wanamaker l;)Jrovides an Acousticon for every deaf
member of Bethany Presbyterian Church In Phila-
delphia. Rev. A. K. Deblois, of Chicago, says:
“My mother has not heard a sermon for twenty
ears. She heard my sermons on Sunday from
eginning to end.™

Deafness Is no longer a hopeless condition. If
you are afflicted come to our office and we will
prove this to you Instantly at absolutely no
If you cannot call write and we will
send you “full information and book of teetl-
onials, some from people you know.

General Acoustic Co.

1265 BROADWAY, SUITE 809.
HEW YORK.

cost.

Targeet Manufacturers of Instrument, for the
Deaf.
8t40.
CORRESPONDENCE.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: Send ns
TO cents for sample of Perfection Wash-
ing Compound ana money-making propo-
rtion. Address ReEDER MFG. CO,, 12
*Calaveras Avenue, Fresno, CalL
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Roger Aschham, in “The Scholemas-
. ter,” published by his widow in 1670,
- CHILDREN'S CORNER FOR wrote: “M. Peter, as one somewhat soure
| BOyS and GlrIS, I of nature, said plainly that the rodde
onlie was the sworde that must keepe

t YOUNG AND OLD. T the schole in obedience.”

The use of a bundle Of rods for inflict-
ing pain has come to be used as a gen-
eral term for chastisement. To prepare
a rod or bundle of switches for use by
toughening them in a pickle of brine, or
salt and water, similar to that used to
pickle meat to preserve it, was formerly
a common custom, and to have a *“rod
m pickle" for any one means to be ready
co inflict punishment by beating, flogging
or scolding. Bo, too, the phrase to “kiss
che rod” is the equivalent of t<xtal sub-
mission to one in authority.

In accordance with Shakespeare’s ut
cerance in “Othello”:
And put in every honest hand a whip
io lash tne rascals naked through the

world,

the whipping post-was early established
as a means of punishment, and it still
survives in this country in Delaware,
where minor offenders, notably wife-
ueaters, are nowadays lashed for their
rod hateth his son; but he that loveth offenses. Abroad whipping remains a
him chasteneth him betimes.” form of punishment in England, the most

The modern critics who hold that the enlightened, and Russia, the least en-
opening verse of the first chapter of the lightened, of European nations. In Eng-
Book “The Proverbs of Solomon, the land this form of punishment could not
son of David, King of Israel,” is not to be inflicted in early times on a gentle-
be taken literally, maintain that the man, but villains, tenants and laborers
name of Solomon was used by the author  were subjected to it. In Scotland, where
as the best human symbol of both theo- whipping was for several centuries more
retical and practical. wisdom, as, if not common than in England, it is not allow-
in his own day and generation, soon ed as a punishment for a person over
alterward he came to be regarded in sixteen years old, but the English laws,
Jewish history as the wisest man who not applicable to Scotland, allow whip-
ever lived and the embodiment of wis- ping in addition to penal servitude for
dom. In other parts of the Old Testa many minor crimes, and magistrates still
ment his name’is used to symbolize lux- impose it. In both England and Scot-
ury, power and wealth. While it is be- land the whipping of youthful offenders
lieved that some of the sayings in “The s regarded as .salutary discipline and is
Book of Proverbs” were handed down frequently inflicted. In Russia both or-
from the days when Solomon succeeded dinary criminals and political offenders
his father David on the Hebrew throne, were formerly subjected to the punish-
it is regarded as probable that the pres- ment by the knout, a whip resembling in
ent collection dates back not more than many particulars the cat-0’-nine-tails
two or three centuries before Christ. which was used aboard English ships on
There was probably a collection of say- mutinous and refractory sailors.  The
ings on which it was based, made in knout is described in different ways by
tlie time of Hezekiah, two or three cen- (different authorities, but the consensus
turies earlier, as the chapters from xxv  of opinion is that it was a terrible in-
to xx.x have the caption, “These’ also strument of torture. The best authori-
are proverbs of Solomon, collected by the ties say it was a scourge composed of
men of Hezekiah, king of Judah.” Some many thongs of skin, plaited and inter-
of these are duplicates of those in the woven with wire, and that the person to
chapters headed, “Proverbs of Solomon,” be punished by it was tied to two stakes,
and in both of these the sayings are stripped and the specified number of
short and epigrammatic and distinct from  plows inflicted on the bare skin. Death
one another. mercifully relieved the sufferer before a

The furthest back in modern literature  hundred or more strokes were inflicted.
that the saying in regard to sparing the while it was held legally that the no-
rod and spoiling the child can be traced bijlity were exempt from this form of
is to John Skelton, who lived from 1460 punishment, in cases where it was deem-
to 1529, and wrote in his poem on “Mag- ed desirable this provision was not re-
nyfycence”: spected. So much feeling was aroused
There is nothynge that more dyspleaseth by the use of the knout in modern days

God that Emperor Nicholas substituted the
pleti, a sort of single lash, and abolished
the use of the knout.

Edited by MISS SUSAN H. WIXON,
Fall River,” Mass.

“Between the dark and the, daylight,
When the night is beginning 'to lower,

Comes a pause In the day’s occupations
That is known as the Children’s Hour.”

““Sparing the Rod.”

Those who argue in favor of corporeal
punishment as a means of physical and
moral regeneration for the young are apt
to quote, “Spare the rod and spoil the
child,” and then say or think they have
Biblical authority for this Quotation. But
these words are not to be found in the
Bible, albeit something as bad as them
may be found within niat compilation of
books. In that collection’ of sayings
called “The Book of Proverbs,” common-
ly known as "Ine Proverbs oi Solomon,"
although Solomon wrote few, if any, of
them, is found this: “He that spareth his

Than Jrom theyr children to spare the
rod.

Ralph Verning, in “Mysteries and Rev-
elations,” which appeared in 1649, wrote,
“They spare the rod and spoyl the child.”
But it was reserved for Samuel Butler, in
his witty work "Hudibras,"” which ap-
peared about the middle of the seven-
teenth century, to put the phrase In its
modern form. He wrote:

Love is a boy by poets styl'd;

Iceland.

Teachers in our public schools often
ask why Iceland appears on maps and In
books as a European island. This ques-
tion is not surprising, for the nature of
the island is almost completely foreign
to Europe. It was built up by outpour-

Then spare the rod and spoil the child. ings of lava, like all the other purely
A somewhat similar sentiment was ex- 0Oceanic islands. It is nearly four times

pressed by Wordsworth in his “Ode to further from Europe than from Green-
Duty””: land and about one-seventh of its surface

A light to guide, a rod is covered with great glaciers resembling
To check the erring and reprove. the inland ice of Greenland.

John Heywood, in the sixteenth cen- But in two respects Iceland is more Eu-
tury wrote in his “Proverbs” of the man ropean than American. One relates to
who was “beaten with his own rod,” and its population and its business activities
this is found in a French author of,two and the other to the sea floor on which
centuries earlier: “By his own stick the the island stands. Neither the American
prudent one is often beaten." continent or Greenland had any Influence

whatever in populating the island. Its
business relations are almost entirely
with Denmark, Norway and England.

Then again Iceland is connected with
Europe by a very striking geographical
feature. A great ridge rising from the
sea floor extends all the way from the
north of Scotland to Iceland. The Faroes
and the Shetland Islands stand on this
long, narrow elevation of the sea bed.
The lavas .that built up Iceland were
poured through volcanic vents that open-
ed along this ridge, and thus the ridge
is the foundation upon which Iceland
siands. The ocean over the submarine
e’evation is nowhere more than 1.600 feel
deep and the ridge is a great wall sep-
arating the polar waters from the Atlan-
tic depths.

These are the reasons why geograph-
ers, as well as the business world of Eu-
rope, call Iceland a European island.

Curious Forecasts.
“I'll put a girdle round the earth
In forty minutes.”
—Midsummer Night's Dream.

Certain chance phrases in the writingg
of other days describe with uncanny ex-
actness the inventions of later times.

Lucian, some seventeen centuries ago,
relates how the inhabitants of the moon
drank “air squeezed or compressed into
a goblet,” so that it formed a sort af
dew—clearly suggesting liquid air.

The same autfior, in “Vera Historia,”
has a humorous passage descriptive of
an aerial ship, the sails of which were
inflated by a whirlwind, thus impelling
it through space to the moon.

In the “Prolusions” of the Roman
Strada, published in 1617, there is what
might pass for a crude description of
wifeless telegraphy. Two friends are
lepresented as carrying on a corresponds
ence by the aid of a “certain loadstone
which had such virtue in it that if it
touched two needles, when one of the
needles began to move, the other, al-
though at never so great a distance; mov-
ed at the same time and in the same
manner."

In a volume published in 1674 Robert
Hooke observed that, as glasses improve
the sight, so ways might be found to
improve our other senses. “'Tis not im-
possible,” said he, “to hear a whisper
a furlong’s distance; and perhaps the
nature of the thing would not make it
impossible, although that furlong should
be ten times multiplied.” This seems
like a speculative groping toward the
telephone.

Swift caused Gulliver to relate, in the
voyage to Laputa, that the astronomers
there “have likewise discovered two less-
er stars or satellites, which revolve about
Mars”—a satire on bogus science. Never-
theless, Professor Asaph Hall discovered
the two tiny satellites of Mars a few
years ago.

If fancies like these were to be found
in the Bible, they would be quoted by the
orthodox as proofs that the writers were
“inspired.”

One Untouched.

“Tommy," said a father to his son,
“have you been at those six peaches |
put in the cupboard?"

“Father,” said Tommy, looking into his
eyes» “l have not touched one.”

“Then how is it your mother found
five peach stones in your bedroom, and

there is only one peach left on the plate?"

“That,"” Said Tommy, as he dashed
¥V|Idrl]y"for the door, “is the one | didn’t
ouch.

The Operation Reversed.

_ Subtraction had just been introduced
in the small girl's class and_ that even-
ing she was zealously writing la her
home-work book.

“What are you doing now?" asked her
mother.

“We have new examples now.” was
the reply. “We have to-add backwards."



SIX HISTORIC AMERICANS. By John
E. 5Remsburg. Large 12mo. ~ Price,

Thia work consists of two parts, "The
Fathers of the Republic,” and “The Sa-
viors of Our Republic.” In regard to
Paine’s religious views, Mr. Remsburg
establishes +the negative of the follow-
{/r\llg: (1) Was Paine an Atheist? (2

as he a Christian? (3) Did he recant”
Page after page of the most radical
Freethought sentiments are culled from
the correspondence and other writings of
Franklin and Jefferson, which show that
these _men were as_pronounced in their
rejection of Christianity as Paine and
Ingersoll. That Washington was not a
church_communicant, nor even a believ-
er in Christianity, is affirmed or admit-
ted by more than a_score of witnesses,
one-half of them eminent clergymen, in-
cluding the pastors of the “churches
which he and his wife attended. In sup-
ort of Lincoln’s Infidelity, he has col-
ected the testimony of more than one
hundred witnesses. ~These witnesses in-
clude Mr. Lincoln’s wife; his three law
Wrtners, Maj. Stuart, Judge Logan and

. H. Herndon; his private secretaries,
Col. Nicolay and Col. Ha%; his executor
after death, Judge David Davis; many. ot
his biographers, including his companion
and_confidant, Col. Lamon; his political
advisers, Col, Matheny, Jesse W. Fell,
and Dr. Jayne; members of-his cabinet,
and scores more of his most intimate
friends and associates. The refutation
of Grant's alleged Christian _belief _is
complete, and the proofs of his unbelief
are tull and convincing.

THE BIBLE. By John E. Remsburg.
Large 12mo, 500 pages. Price, $1.25.
Eleven chapters on the authenticity of

the. Bible—Thirteen on the Credibility of

the Bible—Ten on the _Moralldy of " the

Bible. With an Appendix of Unanswer-

atile Arguments Against the Divine Ori-
in and in Favor of the Human Origin of
e Bible. Twenty-six pages of Index.

BIBLE MYTHS, and Their Parallels in
Other Religions. With numerous illus-
trations. By T. W. Doane. Sixth Edi-
tion. Large 8vo, 614 pages, cloth,
$2.50; half morocco, mottled, $5.

A comparison of the Old and New Tes-
tament Myths and Miracles with those
of Heathen Nations of Antiquity. Con-
sidering also their origin and meaning.
It is a perfect Encyclopedia on the sub-
jects treated, containing a vast amount
of out-of-the-way knowledge not accessi-
ble to the majority of readers. It Is the
most important Biblical criticism that
has ever appeared, beln(% the result oi
inany years of study of the religions of
antiquity. It is thoroughly reliable, every
fact being verified by copious notes and
authorities.

THE BIBLE COMICALLY ILLUSTRA-
TED. In board covers, $2; in cloth
covers, $2.50.

The Old and New Testament Stories

Comically Illustrated; bound in one vol-

ume. About 800 pages and 400 pictures.

NEW TESTAMENT STORIES COMI-
CALLY ILLUSTRATED. Nearly 400
pages. A page of text to each picture.
About 200 pictures. Price, cloth, $1.50;
boards, illuminated, $1.

The pictures are the illustrations which
appeared in The Truth Seeker and weit
highly commended for their wit and
point. The text is in chief part by
George E. Macdonald, most favorably
known to readers of The Truth Seeker.
The cover is from an original design b
Ryan Walker, one of the best cartoonists
in the whole country.

OLD TESTAMENT STORIES COMICAL
LY ILLUSTRATED. By Watson Hes-
ton. Cloth, $1.50; boards, Illuminated,
$1.

Four hundred pages; two hundred full
page pictures; the stories' humorously
told and hard tacts given concerning the
origin and authenticity of the Old Testa-
ment. A page of text to each picture.

RELIGION AND THE BIBLE. By F. D.

Cummings. Price, doth, $1.

A book to aid those seeklug light u?-
on Biblical and religious subjects. It
will be particularly acceptable” to those
emerging from the church, assisting them
to clearer, ideas of the Bible, and
strengthening their faith 1z reason.

The Truth Seeker.
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BOOKS THAT MAKE THE BEST

GIFTS FOR THE HOLIDAYS.

INGERSOLL'S COMPLETE WORKS. By
Robert G. Ingersoll. Dresden Edition.
Price, cloth, delivered, $30; three-quar-
ter levant, $60.

This is the only edition of Colonel In-
gersoll's Complete Works In print It
IS published with the authority and un-
der the supervision of his family, from
his manuscripts, notes, and literary mem-
oranda. Twelve octavo volumes, contain-
ing from five hundred to six hundred,
Bages each, handsomely illustrated with’

hotogravures, Etchings, and Half
Tones. Pictures of Colonel Ingersoll
from young manhood to old age; Rlctures
of hiS various homes, autographs, etc.
They are printed on finest laid rag paper,
wide margins, gilt top, uncut™ edges,
square backs, and bound library style.
They are mechanically worthy “of ‘the
splendid genius of the author.

LIFE. A Prose Poem. By Robert G. In-
gersoll.  Printed and |tho%ra]1cphe_d in
color and signed in autograph facsimile
on heavy cardboard, size 12J4x16 inches.
Sent by mail, carefully wrapped, on
receipt 'of price, 50 cents.

This world-famous monogra{)h is with-
out its peer in- literature. " It is a gem
without a flaw. An exquisite work of art,
suitable for frame, easel, or mantel.

'LOVE. A Prose Poem. By Robert G.
Ingersoll. Size 12x16. Price, 50 cents.

Printed upon heavy card paper, with a
photograph of the author and his grand-
children and a handsome_bunch of” flow-
ers in colors, to the selection is apgended
a fac-simile of the signature of Colonel
Ingersoll. It is the work of an artist al
photograph and color printing.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF INGERSOLL.
Edited by Vere Goldthwaite. In
boards, $1.65; leather, $3.15.

_ Selections from the lectures and wri-

tings of Robert G. Ingersoll, with a bio-

graphical sketch of the author. Hand-
somely printed on Alexandria deckle-edge
paper.

PROSE POEMS and Selections from the

writings of Robert G. Ingersoll. Oc-
tavo. Over 400 pages. oards, gilt
top, $1.50; Fine Edition, printed on

Stratford Deckle Edge Hand Made pa-
gzerS,OCIoth, Gold Back and Side Stamp,

The book is designed for and will be
accepted by admiring friends as a rare
personal souvenir.

A VISION OF WAR. By Robert G. In-
F1ersoll. Printed on 15 leaves (10x
‘A, 13 of which are exquisitely il-
lustrated in colors by the well-known
artist, Mr. Harry A. Ogden.
postpaid, $1.

The title page of this marvelous piece
of patriotic word painting_is embellished
by ‘two handsome portraits of Colonel
Ingersoll, one as the soldier, taken In
1862, as Colonel of the 11th lilinois Cav-
alry, and the other as the lawyer and
orator in 1877. The leaves are fastened
together by ribbons in the national col-
ors. Every patriot, every lover of liber-
ta/, ts_hould possess this incomparable pro-

uction.

Price,

SUPERNATURAL RELIGION. By Wal-
ter Richard Cassells. 2 vols. in one.
1115 pages, octavo. Cloth, $2.

_ This remarkable inquiry into the real-
ity of divine revelation was published
anonymously in England and excited
more attention and drew more adverse
criticism from theologians than any sim-
ilar work during the Bast century.” It is
unquestionably the ablest examination
into the claims of “supernatural” and
“revealed” religion that has appeared.

THE SYSTEM OF*NATURE; or, The
Laws of the Moral and Physical World.
Bzfl Baron D’Holbach. Large octavo,

449 pp. Price, $1.50.

The edition is H. D. Robinson’s trans-
lation, with notes by Diderot, and is the
most Important of the learned author's
forty-five works.

NO BEGINNING; or, The Fundamental
Fallacy. By William H. Maple. Cloth,
75 cents.

An_exposure of the error of logic un-
derlying the popular belief in a “Crea-
tion” or “first cause” and showing how
the infallibility of the pOé)e and other
]E:hL_JI’Ch dogmas have been deduced there-
roin.

LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. By Mon- |
cure D. Conway. In two volumes, roy-
al octavo, gilt tops, uniform wrtn the
author’s edition of Paine's Writings.
Price, $5.

In this work the life of the greatl|
Commoner of Mankind, founder of the |
Republic of the World, and emancipator
of the human_ mind and heart, receives,
for the first time, adequate treatment.

THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS PAINE.
Collected, edited and chronologlca_II?]ll
arranged by Moncure D. Conway, with |
yortrait, notes, and historical introauc-
ions. In 4 volumes, royal octavo,
gilt tops. Set, $10. Sold separately. |
per volume, $2.50.

PAINE' PICTURE for Framing. From |
the Sharp engraving of the Romney
Portrait.  Oval, 8x10 inches. Printed
on the finest and heaviest

20 inches. Mailed, postpaid, 50 cents.

FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREE-I

THOUGHT.
Ilustrated with 141 half-tone engrav-
ings of the foremost men and women
of the past and present.
marbled edges,

Price, $5.

A History of Rationalism and Ration-
alists, tracing, the %rowth of Freethought
and acquainting the present generation
with the mental pioneers of the race.
A picture of the triumphs of Freethought
for the last four hundred years in phil-
osophy, science, literaturé, education,
and government.
personalities rather than by events.

ORDER OF CREATION. Controversy be-
tween Gladstone, Huxley, M. Reville,
Max Muller, and E. Lynn"Linton. Cloth,
75 cents.

The eminence of the writers of this
volume is a guarantee of its great ability
and value as a controversial work. Mr.
Gladstone was the ablest lay supporter
Protestant Christianity had 'In the last
century, and he was vanquished by his
opponents solel?/ because he was on the
wrong side. All the parties to the con-
troversy stand at the front in literature
and science, and these papers are a con-
test of the giants. There are no “dry“
paragraphs in the volume, and no tedious-
ness of explanation.

LAST WORDS ON EVOLUTION. By
Ernst Haeckel, Professor at Jena Uni-
versity. Price, $1.

A popular retrospect and summary.
Translated from the second edition by
Joseph McCabe. With three plates and
Haeckel's latest portrait

MARTYRDOM OF MAN. By Winwood
Reade. Price, $1.

A synopsis ot universal history, show-

ing what the race has undergone in its

rise to its_present plane. It shows how

War and Religion have been oppressive

Are You About

aper, 16x |

| and inclusive. ] C
| toward Slavery will be a revelation to

An interpretation ot |

763

factors in man's struggle for Liberty, and
the last chapter, of some 150 pages, de-
scribes his intellectual struggle from the
brute period to the present, adding an
outline of what the author conceives
would be a religion of reason ana love.

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE INQUISI-
TION. Illustrated with about 100 pic-
tures and the instruments of torture
used upon heretics, auto-de-fe scenes,
etc. Nearly 800 pp., Including pictures.
Large 12mo. Price, $2.00.

Here we have not only the story of
the Inquisition, but chapters on the Per-
secution of the Jews, Expulsion of the
Moors from Spain, The Crusades, The
Popes and the Inquisition, Persecution of
the Waldenses, Persecution of the Al-
bigenses, Persecution of lhe Huguenots,
The Jesuits, The Killing of Witches, The
War Between Religion ‘and Science, and
The Attitude of the Church Toward
Slavery. There are more particulars
about the Inquisition than any other one

By Samuel P. Putnam.| volume contains, and as thé work has
| been written torn a Freethought point
" of view, there has_been no attempt to
€ 900 pages, | conceal the responsibility of religion ana
silk cloth covers.l the church for the horrors and Infamies

of the institution. The chapter on the
War between Religion and Science is full
The attitude of the church

many readers.” The presentation of the:
subject in this book is unique.

| WOMAN: Her Glory, Her Shame, and

Her God. By Saladin (W. Stewart
Ross). 2 vols., cloth, price, $2.50.

The object of Saladin’s book is to re-

" fnte the common assertion of what Chris-

| tianity has done for woman; and this
| object has been carried out in the most
| thorough, exhaustive and plainest man-

ner possible. Everything relating to
| woman, from her first appearance in the
| Garden ot Eden, down through all her
| subsequent history—biblically,” religioua-
" ly.. socially, morally, domestically, etc;,
| —is given with great minuteness, and
| her “glory and shame™* dwelt upon most
i elaborately.

SECRET OF THE EAST. By Prof. Felix
L. Oswald. Cloth, $1. ~
This hook shows the inevitable and
| perpetual conflict between _Christianity
| on the one side, and education, civiliza-
| non, and freedom on the other.

" FORCE AND MATTER,; or, Principles of
the Natural Order of the Universe,
wtih a System of Morality based there-
on. By Prof. Ludwig Buchner. With
portrait. Cloth, $1- =~
A scientific and rationalistic work of

great merit and ability.

| THE STORY HOUR. By Susan H. WIx-
on.. lllustrated. Boards, $1.
This_is a book of stories and pictures
| for children, and contains no religion or
theology.

to Buy a Book?

No Matter What It Is
Send the Order to Us

Everyone buys books of some kind, and many

* of our readers buy many books of many kinds.
We ask all our readers, and all friends of the
cause in which we are engaged, to buy books of

all kinds from wus.

Every purchase from us

contributes to the extension of the influence of

The Truth Seeker.

Let it not be supposed that our business in
books is confined to the titles which are ad-

vertised or mentioned in The Truth Seeker.

We

supply promptly any book that anyone may
want, of any kind or class, at publisher’s price.
Inquiries promptly answered.

Unless otherwise stated, all books are deliver-

ed Free.

THE TRUTH SEEKER, 62 Vesey Street, New York, N. Y.
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SIX HISTORIC
AMERICANS

WITH PORTRAITS

BY

JOHN E. REMSBURG

George Washington-
Thomas Jefferson
Thomas Paine

Benjamin FranKIlin
Abraham Lincoln
Ulysses S. Grant

The Six Greatest Figures in Ameri-
can History, and Not One of
Them Was a Christian. All
Were Unbelievers—All
Freethinkers

WASHINGTON
Propositions proved:

1. That Washington was not a
Christian communicant.

2. That he was not a believer in
the Christian religion.

JEFFERSON

Says Benjamin Lossing in his
““Lives of the Signers of the Decla-
ration of Independence:”

“Inreligion he was a Freethinker;
in morals pure and unspotted.”

PAINE

In regard to Paine’s Religious
views Mr. Remsburg establishes the
negative of the following: i. Was
Paine an Atheist? 2. Was he a
Christian? 3. Did he recant?

FRANKLIN

“It is much to be lamented that a
man of Franklin’s general good
character and great influence
should have been an unbeliever
in Christianity, and also have done
as much as he did to make others
unbelievers.”—Dr. Priestley.

LINCOLN

A cloud of witnesses testify to
Lincoln’s rejection of Christianity.

GRANT

The refutation of Grant’s alleged
Christian belief is complete, and
the proofs of his disbelief are full
and convincing.

The Book Contains about 55
pages. It has portraits of
Paine, Jefferson, Wash
ington, Franklin, Lin-
colnand Grant

It is printed in large clear type,
on heavy paper, and hand
somely bound

PRICE, $1.25

A Book that Every American Free
thinker will Delight to Own

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,
62 Vesey Street, NewYork

The Truth Seeker.

Qems of Thought.

.Love is a lesson we always learn by
heart

A woman can defend her virtue from
men, much easier than she can protect
her reputation from women.—Hubbard.

I am going to keep my face towards
the Hast You will never find me down
among the pessimists prophesying damna-
tion for the human race.—Joseph G.
Cannon.

If God wishes to prevent evil and can
not, he is impotent; if he can and does
not wish to, he is malevolent; if he can
and wishes to, whence comes it that evil
exists?—Epicurus.

You can get a preacher who can prove
God’s goodness a russet apple for
three hundred dollars a year, but one
who can prove it by poison, ivy will cost
you two thousand.—Hubbard.

Has ever the thought occurred to you—
—As often it has to me—

If Youth but knew what it could do.
And Age could do the things it knew,

What a different world" 'twould be?

Tf God wishes that one should know,
love, and fear him, why does he not show
himself? If he is everywhere, why are
churches built to him? " If he is omnis-
cient, why bother him with our confes-
sions?—La Pensee.

Whoever wishes to put to a proof
trial the assertion that in the world en-
joyment outweighs pain, or at least is in
equipoise with 1t, should compare the
sensation of the animal which devours
another, with that of this other.—Schop-
enhauer.

Is it the arm of God which has carried
the sword into your cities, and fire into
your fields, which has slaughtered the
people, burnt the harvests, rooted up
trees and ravaged the pastures or is it
the hand of man? Does sanctity consist
in destruction?—Volney.

If God is the author of all things, it is
he who has created the devil. " If the
devil exerts himself to thwart the proj-
ects of the Divinity, it is because the
Divinity allows him to do so; or else, it
is because the Divinity has not sufficient
govxr/]er to prevent his so doing.—D’Hol-

ach.

_ The greatest secret of ﬂood digestion
is to forget yourself—to have a good
time. Think of anything you please—
except what you are thlnkln% about.
Have a good time. Taste, talk, laugh,
read—anything so long as you don’t
think about your digestion. Don’t_think
about yourself. Selfconsciousness is_one
of the fundamental sins of this sinful
civilization of ours.—Health Culture.

What is it in human nature that makes
men love to grovel before fetiches of
flesh or stone? Nothln? is more certain
than that millions prefer such prostra-
tion to the noblest dlgmg/ and freedom.
To kowtow .to any fool drest in a little
brief authority—-this is one of the strong-
est and most” deeply rooted of human in-
stincts; it is also the chief obstacle to
human progress. No doubt it harks back
to those early ages of the world, and
some_not so remote, when Fear and Su-

erstition were the supreme governing
orces. And though the substance of these
be long since gone, the "Shadow still af-
frights” us.—Monahan.

_Legislative reform, the manful renun-
ciation of entangling alliances with the
ghosts of the past, Is a sword that has
more than once cut a Gordian knot of
fatal complications. The suppression of
monasteries saved four of our Spanish-
‘American sister republics from a brood
of vampires that had drained the life-
blood of Spain for a series of centuries.
In England the timely repeal of the corn-
laws averted an explosion that might
have rent the coherence of the entire
British empire. The abolition of slavery
with one blow destroyed a hydra that
had menaced the safety of the American
Union by an endless series of political
.disputes. By the abolition of serfdom
Czar Alexander elevated the Russian
empire_to the rank of a progressive na-
tion. The very possibility of national

rogress depends, indeed, on the hope of
egislative reform; for the rigor of unal-
terable laws prevents social develop-
ments as the clasp of an iron ring pre-
vents the growth of a tree.—-Oswald’s

Bible of Nature,
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JUST OUT

A SHORT HISTORY OF
THE INQUISITION

WILL BE

DELIVERED AT ONCE

One Hundred Pages of
llustrations

Six Hundred and Eighteen
Pages Text

A Twenty-seven Page In-
dex |

Long Primer Antique Type

Large Twelvemo.




THE TRUTH SEEKER
COLLECTION

OF

FORMS AND CEREMONIES FOR
THE USE OF LIBERALS

ORIGINAL AND

CONTENTS:

Form _ for Organization,
Article of Association,

Bemand of Liberalism,

Thirteen Principles,

fnhvocation ]

Marriage Services,
The Naming of Infante,
Funeral Bervice

Funeral Services, Spiritualistic,
Obituary Notloes,
Thoughts on Life and Death,
Epitaph
Sentiments and Toasts,

How to Get up a Lecture,

Freethought Readings.
While this t the title of a book for
merI?/ Issued, the present edition Is prac-
tically a new work. We hare prepared
it to meet the demand for something
which shall aid Liberals, on all occa-
sions, to do the proper thing, and particu-
larly to provide funeral forms, so that
Liberals and Spiritualists may conduct
these sad ceremonies without the assist-
ance of Wemally trained speakers and
writers. e have omitted from this vol-
ume the bulky collection of hymns, since
better ones, set to music, can be had in
the "Cosmlan Hymn Book,” and have ad-
ded a great deal from the best literature
of Freethought on the subject of death,
with several forms and addresses which

have been used with much satisfaction.

PRICE 25 CENTS.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO,
62 Vesey Street, New York City.

The Priest, the Woman
and the Confessional.

The Confessions of ®Mothers Sisters
and Brothers
Over Forty Thousand Already %ol

iIELtCTED

BY FATBBB CHINIQUY.
Author of “Fifty Year, in the Charek »f #*1.
The work le conceded by the

of the country
confessional.

ulpit and preae
to be the beat authority upon the
Its author haa done good service
In the cause of Protestantism, and ho $peak from
a personal experience In the workings of the Bo-
man CathoUe Church, where ho held "high poaitlaa.

CONTHNTS.

I. The Struggle Before the Surrender ad Wom-
anIY Self-respect in the Confessional. .

I1. Auricular Confession la a deep pit of psgditto
for the priest.

I11. The Confession la the liodern Sodom.

IV. How_the vow of celibacy to asade easy hp
Auricular Confession. )

V. The Highly-educated and refined woman In the
Confessional—What becomes of har after her un-
conditional surrender—Her irreparable rain.

VI. Auricular Confession destroys aU the sacred
‘les of marriage and human society.

VII. Should ~Auricular Oonfoaalon ha tolerated
among civilised national . .

VIIl. Does Auricular Confession bring peace to
the soull .

_IX. The Dogma of Auricular Confoealou a sac-
rilegious imposture.

. Some of the matters on which the pcteet of
Borne muet question his penitents.

Sent to any #ddrea $1 OO

on receipt of price.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER

Orthodoxy.

A Consideration of the
Congregational Creed.

By ROBERT G. INGERSOLL.

Some of the fuoint touched upon in this
examination of orthodoxy are: God as a
Governor, the Love of God, the Fall of
Man, the Atonement, the Second Birth
Inspiration, Christ's "rel%u of truth and
love,” the Wars Itbrought, the Resurrec-
tion, the Judgment Day, Miracles of the
New Testament, the Ascension, Casting
out Devils, Eternal Punishment, Some
who are Damned, Immortality.

ONE OF THE BEST OF INGERSOLL'S
LECTURES.

Price 10 Cent» tdree
Seeker.

08 Veeey &freet New ¥ork N, Y,
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Not for

Not a_Heretic—“Do you believe in
atavism?” “No, | don’t; 'I'm a hardshell
Baptist.”—Baltimore American.

Parsons.

Considerate.—"“Brethren,” said the Rev.
Mr. Goodman, bringing his sermon_ to a
close when scarcely half throu%h it, “it
is too hot this r_nornln\%/for me to preach
and for you to listen. We will sing From
Greenland's Icy Mountains,” omitting all
but the first stanza, and be dismissed.”—
Chicago Tribune.

He Would Not Lie—“Just throw me a
half dozen of Kour biggest trout,” said
the man with the angler’s outfit

“Throw them!” exclaimed the astonish-
ed fish-dealer.

“That's what | said,” replied the party
of the first part. “Then I'll go home and
tell my wife I caught them. | may be
a poor fisherman, but I ain’t no liar.”

Pleading A Technicality.—"“Gerald,"
she said, with tears in her eyes, “ﬁapa
Says you mustn’'t come to the house here-
after.”

“Georgiana,” answered the young man,
mastering his emotion with" an effort,
“'Nereafter is an_indefinite term, and
may mean a long time ahead. Unless he
said ’henceforth” 1 shall continue to
come.” .

On the Line—The danger of sending
telegrams is shown in the following story:
A member of Parliament was to have
made a speech at Derby, and being un-
able to do so because the heavy rains
Lad destroyed the branch railway, sent a
telegram ‘"as follows: “Cannot come.
Wash out on line.”

In a few hours the reply came: “Never
mind. Borrow a shirt.’

Prayer Made to Order.—Uncle (to lit-
tle Bertie, five years old, who is _being
taken off to bed)—Good night, Bertie.
Of course, you always remember your
aunts and uncles in your prayers?

Bertie—Oh, yes, Uncle Felix. Shall 1
tell you what 1 say? | say: “God bless
Aunt Kitty and make her thin, and God
bless Uncle James and make him fat.
and God bless Uncle Felix and”—which
do you want to be—fat or thin?—Punch.

His income.—The teacher of a Sunday
school class in Wilkesbarre once put the
following auestion to a new scholar:

“What did Moses do for a living while
he was with Jethro?”

There was a long silence, during which
the_other members of the class took oc-
casion to “size up” the newcomer. The
latter, however, was undismayed.  After
due reflection, he answered:

“He married one of Jethro's daugh-
ters.”

A Question of Causation.

“Great king.” the poet cried, his rebec
stringing, ]

“Thy name shall live forever—through
wy singing!” ] ] i

“Poor fool,” the king replied, “that lie
is hoarv;

Thy songs may live—because they chant
my glory!”

So, each, the sword or zither glorifying.

In turn proclaimed his work alone un-

dying;
An w%ile their wordy warfare shook the
rafter
Old Time stood by and held his sides for
laughter! ]
—Munsey’s Magazine.

DOCTRINES OF YE DEACON.

| believe that old Adam was made out
In a 85;%'& so warm that he needed no
His ﬁgigr'ne_et, the woman, was made of
So tpLIJSSt{r%% confiding, she knew not a

fib.

So the Snake—he begufied her; she
~ trusted and fell: )
WhlchHmIellpe all creation deserving of

ell!

| believedthat the heavens were made in
a day;
They weroy made out of nothing—sot
oven of clay. )
The Lohrd, who™had nothing to love or
to hate
Determined at last he would something

_ create:
With a long look ahead, he began the
work well; )
For the first thing of all was the brim-
stone and Hell!
"CHARLIE CHURCH,
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PAINE’'S WORKS.

Paine’s Theological Works, Including The Age of
Reason, Examination of the Prophecies, Letter to the

BishQ‘o of Llandaff, Reply to Mr. Erskine, Letter to
(étlarrt]r: IeSLJordan, etc., etc., with a life of Paine, 12mo.
oth.

Paine’s Political Works, including Common Sense, The
Crisis, and Rights of Man. Cloth, b1.

Common Sense, Paine’s first work. Paper, 15 cents.

The Age of Reason. An Investigation of True and
Fabulous Theology. Paper, 15 cents, or 8 for 51. Cloth,

50 cents.

Paine's Age of Reason. A Sumptuous and Artistic
Presentation edition, Part I, reprinted from the first
English edition (Paris, 1794). Part Il., corrected by Con-
way'’s standard edition. With Paine’s own account of his
arrest in Paris. All the matter of the- original edition
will be found in this, and it contains matter previously
unknown to any of Paine’s friends, editors or_biogra-

hers, and the Iarlgest collection of portraits ever
rought together. Photogravure Portrait from the Rom-
ney painting exhibited In London; also portrait from
the Jarvis painting; from the Peale painting, known as
the Bonneville portrait, representing Paine as a mem-
ber of the French Assembly, and a half-tone of the Peale
Bal_ntmg. Large half-tonés of the house presented to
aine, In which he lived in New Rochelle, and of the
monument and surroundings. Yorktown, Pa., scenes, and
other illustrations. With Preface, Chronological Table,
Notes. Index, etc. Printed on antique wove paper, large
octavo, wide margins, gilt edge. Special cover design

in colors. The finest and only accurate edition. Boxed,
Postpaid. 52. o _

The Crisis. Containing numbers from 1. to XVI. in-
clusive. Pacer, 25 cents.

The Rights of Man. Paper. 25 cents. Cloth, 50 cents.

Paine’s Life, with remarks on Comte and Rousseau.
By Calvin Blanchard. Paper, 25 cents. )

The Writings of Thomas Paine. Collected, edited and
chronologically arranﬁed by Moncure D. Conway, with
portrait, notes, and historical introductions. In" 4 vol-
umes. royal octavo, gilt tops. Set, 40. Sold separately.
Per volume. 52.50.

_Life of Thomas Patna. By Moncure D. Conway. In
this work the life of the fgreat Commoner of Mankind,
founder of the Republic of the World, and emancipator
of the human mind and heart, receives, for the first time,
adequate ) In two volumes, royal octavo, gilt
tops, uniform with the author’s edition of Pine rit-
ings. Price. $5. ]

or all of the fore‘Fomg. Address

HE TRUTH SEEKER CO..
28 Lafayette Place, New York.

Memories and Experiences of
Moncure Daniel Conway.

IN TWO LARGE VOLUMES. WITH PORTRAITS AND FAC-
SIMILE LETTERS.

Mr, Conway has had unusual opportunities for observing men and events—
the position of an unofficial and independent witness. His autobiography Is unique,
and closely related to an unique epoch. He has had a very varied and active
life among famous men and historical movements. A son of Old Virginia, he
was a kinsman of the Washingtons and other historic families. He was an advo-
cate of slavery at eighteen; an exila tor abolitionism at twenty-two; Methodist
itinerant near Washington; listener in the capitol in the time of Webster, Clay,
Calhoun, Benton, Cass. graduate of the Harvard Divinity School, Unitarian min-
ister at Washington and Cincinnati; publicist and editor during the war. He was
personally acquainted with Abraham Lincoln, and with the anti-slavery leaders in
Congress and throughout the country; and was a resident of Concord and friend
of Emerson, Thoreau, and other eminent men there.

Mr. Conway kept careful diaries of his friendship with Carlyle, Emerson,
Browning, and Tennyson, and many other men with whom he was thrown in
contact A mere list of them is a prompt invitation to open his book. Besides
those already mentioned are such men as Hawthorne, Lowell, Holmes, Thoreau.
Garrison, Agassiz. Alcott W. H. Channing, Beecher, Theodore Parker, Thackeray,
Martineau, Newman, Tennyson, W. J. Fox, Cobden, Disraeli, Gladstone, Palmer-
ston, Burne-Jones, and Brooke Herford. The two volumes are profusely illustrated
with Eortralts and with facsimiles of interesting letters from famous men.

;II' ese large volumes are more entertaining than any novel printed within our
recollection.

Price, 56.00. Postage, 43 cents extra.
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 6a Vesey Street, New York, N. Y

MEN CURED BY A RADICAL SCIENTIFIC TREATMENT

Of Varicocele. Seminal Weakness end Impotency or. Lost Manhood.
If you or any ofyour friends are sufferln%from these diseases see that
you send six a-cent stamps FOR MY BOOK explaining my treatment,
and in which a statement of these complaints and their evil effects are
given, together with sworn testimonials—undisputed evidences of my
success. | have never seen a case of YARICOCELE , SEMINAL WEAK-
NESS and IMPOTENCY properly treated by any other method than mine
—a medicine applied externally. | have never seen a case so far advanced
that my treatment would not’give the greatest benefit, and those cases
are few and far between which it will not completely and_permanently
cure. | theretore wish to make my treatment as public and widely
extended as possible. | can give treatment just as effectively by mail
at a distance as in my office. ~ | make no charge for advice by mail and
my FEE is moderate.

DR. R. P. FELLOWS, VIB, L =>=JERSEY

You could do no better than to place your case with Dr. Fellows—
a physician thoroughly reliable as well as being a staunch Liberal and
Freethinker. He — truly a physician of uncommon ability in his lig
of pragtjge.



768

News of the Week.

~ San Francisco has had 96 cases of bu-
ibonic plague, 60 fatal.

The exodus of foreigners continues,
to overcrowd the steerage of outgoing
jsteaaners from New York.

japan has just launched a 14,000-ton
home-made cruiser. Japan_ has also of-
fered to build some warships for Spain
eehea.per than any other country can.

The Standard Oil Trust's license to do
business in Tennessee has been revoked
in the Chancery Court at Gallatin. Chan-
cellor Stout handed down the opinion.

The latest estimate of the loss of life
caused by the earthquake which recent-
ly devastated the city of Karatagh, in

okhara, Turkestan, “and the country
surrounding it, is that 10,000 persons
were Killed.

_In the trial of Mrs. Bradley at Wash-
ington for the murder of Senator Brown
of Utah, it was brought out that Brown
had accused Mrs. Bradley of too great
intimacy with her "priest,” the Rev. Da-
vid Utter, Unitarian.

The court has concluded to try W. R.
Hearst for libeling William Astor Chan-
ler, by stating that Mr. Chanler was
at the home of the actor Hitchcock when
two young girls were there whom Hitch-
cock is accused of misusing.

Richmond Pearson Hobson, the "Hero
of the Merrimac,” proposes to ask Con-,
mpress to  pension Confederate soldiers.

obson is preparing a bill and has writ-
ten to Gov. Hoke Smith for data con-
cerning Georgia’s Confederate pension

roll.

A draft for $24,302,200 was delivered
to the Japanese Ambassador by the Rus-
sian Legation at London. It represents
the balance due Japan for the mainte-
nance of Russian prisoners of war and
practically settles "all outstanding ac-
counts between the two nations.

Canada sent $1,000 to the Japanese
consul at Vancouver in settlement of the
Japanese government’'s expenses during
the riot there. The consul returned the
check, saying that it was impossible for
his government to accept a reward for
the protection of citizens of Japan.

‘Magistrate O'Reilly in the police court
discharged a woman’ taken in bigamy be-
cause she had married her second man
on the advice of a priest. The Catholic
church does not regard a marriage as val-
id when one of the parties has not been
baptized. The magistrate said that the
priest could be prosecuted.

The new English liner Mauretania,
which arrived at this port last week Fri-
day, did not break the speed record for
the trip, although she did for a day. when
she averaged 26 knots an hour, and also
for the amount of gold she brought,
which was $13,000,000. The vessel is 700
feet long over all and of 88 feet beam.

George W. Glover., son of Mary Baker
Glover Eddy, mother of Christian Science,
has refused to p?&/ the costs of the "next
friends” suit. n attempt was made
last Sunday to blow up Glover with a
bomb, but he discovered the wire laid
across his path, and turned the machine
over to the police. He lives at Lead,
South Dakota.

The jury in the Steve Adams murder
case on ftrial at Rathdrum, Idaho, was
discharged last Sunday, having been un-
able to agree on a verdict. The jury
stood eight for acquittal and four for
conviction. Steve Adams_was on trial
for the murder of Fred Tyler in the
Marble Creek district of Shoshone coun-
ty, Idaho, in August, 1904.

President Roosevelt has forbidden fed-
eral officeholders to make an effort to
have themselves ejected as Roosevelt
delegates to the 'Republican national
convention. The objection does not ex-
tend to federal officeholders who' may
be elected as delegates to the national
convention without nstructions or under
instructions to vote for some candidate
other than Mr. Roosevelt.

~ Reports of industrial troubles, the lay-
ing*off of men and the reduction of
wages, come from various parts of the
country as well as from abroad. Prices
of the necessaries of life have not
dropped, and it is sup‘oosed that the finan-
cial ~ depression will be only tempo-
rary. Unseasonably mild weather, with
its "natural effect on the distribution of
winter goods, tends to increase the de-
gree of quiet resulting from a scarcity of

currency.
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William Jennings Bryan gave his lec-
ture on the "Prince of Peace” twice last
Sunday, in Baltimore and Wilmington,

| Del. On the previous day he had address-
ed the Y, M. C. A convention in Wash-

ington. As a preacher Mr. Bryan has
all the other laymen, including Emperor
William, far outdistanced, and there is

nothing left for him to beat but a phono-
graph.

C. D. Woodward, president of the Kan-
sas Clt\é Post Publishing Company, and
H. J. Groves, managing editor of the
Post, Kansas City, Mo., Were shot Nov.

by Gen. Richard C. Horne, an edi-
torial’ writer employed on the paper. The
shooting took place in the editorial
rooms, and was caused by financial dif-
ferences. The shooter w S arrested. The
wounded men are likely to recover.

Representatives of India had a hearing
recently in the chapel of the Union Theo-
logical Semmarx._ ne of them stated his
opinion_that Christianity is a mere pre-

| tense of Christian nations invading India.
| It was, he said, entirely opposed to the

economic practice and policy of England,
and the Indian is beginning to find it
out. He added that the famines in India
are not food famines, but money famines,
caused by four million pounds” being ta-
ken out of the country annually for every
pound given in charity.

The right of a hotel to exclude Jews
was denied last week in a decision hand-
ed down by Justice Wauhope Lynn in the
Municipal Court of New York. The plain-
tiff's brief contained this statement:
"The Court will take judicial notice of
the fact that among the Christian ele-
ment in the community there is a preju-
dice against living in community with
Hebrews, and that in recognition of this
prejudice owners of hotels and apart-
ment houses throughout the country in
many instances decline to extend their
accommodations to persons of this race.”
This Judge Lynn denied, but said that
the prejudice, if it existed, "is not and
never could be a matter whereof any
tc_our,t, in our land would take judicial no-
ice.

BURNS' PROPHECY WITH COMMENT

"Yet mortal truth shall gain the day,
[llumed by Nature’s glorious ray,
Anathemas shall flee away,
Wi’ priests and de'ils.
Sound reason shall the sceptre sway
Hard at their heels.”
Comment by John Maddock.

Yes, mortal truth shall gain the day,

And scientists shall sweep away

The falsehoods that have held the sway
For many years;

And people will be led away
From hellish fears.

Instead of praising God through fear
They’&'}l give themselves good, wholesome
cheer,
By using all things that are near—
Things that are known.
That Bobbie was a truthful seer
All men should own.

More truthful was he than the men
That prophesied, once and again,
/ bout the devil and his den—
A fiendish story; o
Made up by senseless, fiendish men
With malice hoary.

By evolution now we see

From superstition we’ll be free;

And in the future there will be
No lying prophets;

To tel'l the _|Ioeople they must flee
From de’ils and tophets.

Though Bobbie liked a social glass,

Though he took pleasure with a lass.

His prophecies will cpme to pass:
That truth will win.

And reason will blind faith surpass
With pomp and din.

The truth wild show that priests were led
To preach foul falsehoods that' were bred
By people shallow in the head.

And vile withal;
By people not by science led,

Peter apd Paul.

The legislature of Finland is consis-
tent and thorough-going in its gorlfare on
the demon Rum, for in paBH{; a prohi-
bition act it has even forbid/1n the use
of wine in the communion service.
Women and Socialists have a majority
in the Finnish legislature. The Czar of
Russia has the veto power over Its acts,
and It Is predicted that he will certainly
exercise it in this instance, for he Is ton
stant at communion.

jobbers in the city for spot cash,

Lectures and Meetings.

The Manhattan Liberal Club. Meetings
O{Jen to the public every Friday evening
at Mott Hall, 64 Madison avenue, oppo-
site Madison Square Garden.

Nov. 29.—"The End of Superstition and
the Supernatural.” By Thaddeus
Burr Wakeman.
Liberty Congregation. John Russell

Coryell speaks Sunday mornings at 11

o’clock in Lyric Hall, Sixth avenue, near

Forty-second street, New York.

_The Brooklyn Philosophical Associa-
tion meets every Sunday afternoon at 3
o’'clock in Long Island Business College,
So. Eighth street, between Bedford and
Driggs avenues, Brooklyn.

Dec. 1.—Debate: "Resolved, That the
Bible is a Revelation of Man’s Nature,
History and Deistiny.” ' Affirmative:
Mr. William T. Dodd. Negative: Mr.
Adolph Benevy.

Dec. 8—"The Truth About the Negro:
A Reply to Tillman and Dixon.” By
the Rev. M™Madison C. Peters.

Dec. 15—"The Law and the Prophets.”

By Mr. Max Radin.

De<c. 22.—“What Christinas Means to
One Who Rejects Christianity.” By
the Rev. Henry Frank.

Dec. 29.—"Roman Catholicism in the

United States.”
MacGrail.

Liberal Art Society. Mr. Platon
Brounoff, director. Meets at Terrace Ly-
ceum, 206 Bast Broadway, Friday even-
ings at 8 o’clock.

Nov. 29.—"Is Socialism Practicable?”

W. W. Passage.

Advanced Thought Lectures. By Henry
Frank, Sunday mornings at 11 o’clock,
in Lotus Hall, 115 West 79th street, near
Columbus avenue.

By Mr. Joseph F.

The Harlem Liberal Alliance meets Fri-
day evenings at 8:30, in Fraternity Hall,
at 100 West 116th street.

Nov. 29.—"Henry D. Thoreau.”
ly.

The Washington Secular League holds

H. Kel-

meetings Ofen to the public Sunday after-
noons at 3 o'clock in Pythian Temple.
1012 Ninth street, N. W.

The Boston Freethought  Societ
meets in the Paine Memorial Hall,
ApBIeton street, on Sunday, at 3 P. M.
J. P. Bland is resident speaker. The

Truth -Seeker for sale at the door.

Omaha Philosophical Society meets
every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock,
Room 3, third floor, Rohrbough Bldg.,
“lgeteenth' and Farnam sts., Omaha.,
eb.

Dec. 1—"“Witchcraft.” Geo. A. Ma}%?ey.
Dec 8—“The Cure of Disease Without
Drugs.” Dr. L. A. Merriam.
Dec. 15. — "Corporation Legislation.”

Clinton Brome. _
Dec. 22—"Audubon and His Works.”

Mrs. Anna O’Higgins.
Deg. 29.—"Socialism.” Col. C. J. Smyth.

WHY | CAN UNDERSELL
ALL COMPETITORS

{Chat, A. Kiler, in Chicago Tribune.)

"Long investigation am_on(_:{ the managers of
well kept stores brings to light the fact that it
costs 20 percent of the gross sales to pay all the
expenses of a store. Thus an article bought at
wholesale for $ |, If sold at % 1.20, or a Diamond
which cost$ 100, If sold for $120 are sold at cost.
T e Items entering Into the expense account are
rent fno matter If the merchant owns the build-
ing), Interest on the monoy Invested In stock, sal-
aries of the propr etor and clerks, light, fuel
taxes, advertising, catalogues, Insurance, bad
accounts, loss Incidental to damaged and out-
of-date stock, etc. Therefore, to make moue]y
the dealer is forced to sell llls'goods at a profit
of 80 to RO per cent or fall,” )

. All of these expenses | do not now incur. | so-
licit the continuance of the patrouug of my old
customers and friends only. A cosy ofil.ee’ aud
workshop, In my residence In this beautiful sub-
urb of Chicago suffices. | have millions' worth
of stock and” the newestto select from | buy
the goods direct from manuiucturers anil biggest

1 getall discounts
and generally ship prepaid same day order is
received.

DIAMONDS AND WATCHES

are sure to advance In the near future, _ | am un
exper. of forty years’experience, and, for above
reasons can pasitively save y qu 20 per cent,
4end ior prices of Watches, Jewelry, Rings,
Hllver and Plated Ware, Optical Godds, Free
Thought Badges. Ingersoll Spoons, lling Gauge,
and my tract; "Theism la the Crucible,” tree.

OTJO WETTSTEIN,
La Orange, Cook Co., I,

dong and painful evolution.

Speeches of

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL

FREDERICK DOUGLASS.

At a meeting held in Washington, D. C,,
Out. 22, 1883, to give expression to_con-
demnatory views of the decision of the
Supreme Court that the Civil Rights Act
was unconstitutional.

In view of the prominence of the "Ne-
gro Question” to-day these speeches are
of special interest.

PRICE 10 CENTS.
Address The Truth Seeker.

Men, Women and
Gods

and Other Lectures

BY HELEN H. GARDENER
~Introduction by Robert G. Ingersoll

The first lecture gives the title to the
book, the second is on "Vicarious Atone-
ment,” and the third on "Historical Facts
and Theological Fictions.” All are keen,
vigorous attacks on the Christian church
forms of theology. Her leading purpose
IS to show that women, of all' persons,
should least support the Bible and the
churches which hold it in reverence. The
first lecture is a scathln? denunciation
of the Old Testament as the sum of all
cruelty and brutality toward woman, and
she makes up a startling strong case from
the pages of the book itself. The second
lecture” arraigns_vicarious atonement as
an_inexcusable injustice in itself, weak-
ening and corrupting in its influence, like
indiscriminate alms-giving, and points out
that it is not peculiar to Christianity,
but is found in some form in every re-
ligious system known in history. But the
lecturer’s strongest work is done in the
third lecture, where her purpose is to
show that our civilization is in no sense
based upon Christianity, and that the
Christian religion has especially not con-
tributed to the elevation of woman in any
respect. In support of her view she
quotes largely from Sir Henry Maine,
showing among other things that the po-
sition of woman in Roman law and usage,
before the introduction of Christianity,
was in advance of what it is even now In
some respects, and that the tendency of
the canon (church) law was invariably
to force her back into the degradation
from which she had been rescued b){ a

In this Tlec-
ture, too, she answers_ the question as
to what she would substitute for the sanc-
tions of ChI’IStIanIt?/, and shows that
morals are not at all based in or depend-
ent upon religion, certainly not on Chris-
tianity, since the so-called “golden rule,”
the hl%hegt principle of morality, ante-
dates Christianity a thousand years.

Cloth, $I. Paper, 50 cents

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER GO,
62 Vesey St., New York.

A Conspiracy Against
the Republic.

By CHAS. B. WAITE, A.l',,

In this pamphlet will be found a condensed but
complete statement of the «forts which have been
made, from time to time, to obtain ecclesiastical
control of the government.

OONTIENTI'S.

Relation of the Church to the Constitution.

History of the Constitution. )

Policy of the Government—The First Congress.

Early Demands for Religious Legislation by Con-
ress.

Sunday Mails.

Stephen A. Douglas and the Clergy.

Chaplains hi GougreM.

Taxation of Church Property.

National Support of Sectarian Schools.

Historical Review.

The Blair Ameudineni. _

Sunday Observance and Sunday Cloning.

Is thia a Christian Country!

The Deed Scott Gue. o

The Dred Scott Case and the Trinity Church Case «
A Parallel.

God in the Constitution Amendment.

Review—Conclusion.

la, &» J) 1ti.

Address THN TRUTH 8BEKBR CO,,
62 \VVwy Street, Ne< Twfc
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