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THE UNDESIRABLE CITIZEN.

Hunting in the Political Canebrake for a Man An
swering' the Other Description.

I believe that the original undesirable citizens
were Harriman, Debs, Moyer, Haywood and
Pettibone; and it must be admitted that the Presi-
dent was at least impartial, since these men may
fairly be said in a sense to represent the most
important elements of society as at present or-
ganized: Capital and Labor. It would not seem,
however, from the circumstances of the case that
the President had any intention of scoring capi-
tal in the person of Harriman, nor labor in the
persons of the other men. And yet there are
complicating coincidences that impel one to be-
lieve that in using the Socialist and the trades-
unionists as horrible examples to liken Harri-
man to, the President betrayed his mind.

I realize that, I am somewhat belated in my
disLLIfiluYr of. ‘this subject " but, after all, it is
hardly possible to consider too carefully any-
thing the executive) head of the greatest nation
on earth may say on the important matter of
citizenship.  The welfare of the republic is de-
pendent on the good citizen; and therefore the
most serious charge that can be brought against
a person is that he is an undesirable citizen. Of
course, we may find that opinions differ as to
what constitutes a desirable and what an tin-
desirable citizen; but certainly there should be
no one whose opinions are more carefully form-
ed on these matters than the man chosen by the
people to act for them. And just as much as
he owes it to his high office to be careful and
accurate in characterization; equally do we owe
it to ourselves to understand him to the end that
we may be desirable citizens.

The Undesirable Harriman.

All 1 know of Harriman | have read -in the
papers; and as | have heard it said that the
newspapers are more concerned in making a
good story than in telling the truth, it may be
that | shall do the man an injustice. If so, |
am sorry in advance, but | fancy he will be
quite indifferent one way or the other. It would
seem by the newspapers, then, that for some
years Harriman has been successful in making
many millions of dollars by the manipulation of
railroad properties. Sometimes the shareholders
have benefited a little and sometimes they have
lost their money. Harriman has always bene-
fited. But to be successful to the end it seems
It was necessary that Harriman should own a
few legislatures, a few governors, a few judges,
and in fact a few of the men all up and down
the political line; so that when he wanted a bill
passed to make fleecing the people easier and
safer it would be passed by the legislature and
signed by the governor and interpreted by an
accommodating judge if it ever came to inter-
pretation. It has been common talk in this state
that Harriman was the real political boss and
that everything in a political way was done to
his order. | think it is fair to assume that the
President knew this about Harriman, for he was
a citizen of this state and had the same means,
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or probably better means, of knowing than I;
and | heard it everywhere. Nevertheless it is
according to the correspondence between the
President and Harriman that the latter was an
intimate acquaintance of the former and was in-
vited to the White House at Washington to
discuss political affairs. - Harriman says he was
asked to raise money for election purposes, and
talks of a deal between him and the President
whereby the latter was to send abroad as am-
bassador an insurance thief. For saying this
infamous thjng, the President promptly made
Harriman a member of. the Liar's>Club. It may
be recalled in this connection that, when the

President was running for office against Judge !

Parker, the latter together with the New York
Tinies charged that the money, of -corporations
was being used in great sums- to further the suc-
cess of the Republican party. For that Judge
Parker was made a member of the Liar’s Club.
| suppose the Times was not eligible, or it
would have been sent there. And yet it yvas
proven in the.investigation that made Hughes,
governor of this state, that corporations had con-
tributed money to the Republican party, and
corporations, moreover, in which Harriman was
a controlling power. Sometimes | wonder if
the President is qualifying for membership, or
perhaps for the presidency of his own club.
Much more might be said of Harriman and
his pernicious activities to show what sort of

citizen he was, and how well justified the Presi- |

dent was in calling him an undesirable, citizen.
But did the President call him so because of
the things | have recited? If he did then we
know at once some of the things that, in the

President’s mind, go to make an undesirable |

citizen. But, of course, the President would

not associate with a man he considered an un-
desirable citizen; and it would almost seem that |,
he must have known most of these things about |

Harriman when he was associating with him,

inviting him to the White House and correspond- |

ing with him, If that be so we must assume
that it was not because Harriman made a
mockery of popular government that the Presi-
dent applied the epithet of undesirable citizen to
him.  And this view gains color from one or
two circumstances which may be unimportant,
but to which | refer because I am on the sub-
ject. Mr.
President’s cabinet, confessed in '‘court to doing
some illegal things when occupying an impor-
tant position in a western railway. Now the
President is hunting iniquity in railroads with
the same joyous enthusiasm that he displays in
hunting the poor little bears down in Louisiana;,
but when it transpired that Mr, Morton had done
the illegal thing, the President pooh-poohed it

Morton, when a member of the .

and finally sent Mr. Morton here to New York
with a coat of whitewash and his blessing; an’L
Mr. Morton is at the head of one of our great
financial institutions today. Another indication
which may mean much or little is that although
the government is fiercely prosecuting the Stan-
dard Oil Co. as one of the wickedest trusts in
existence, it turns out that one of the Stan-
dard Oil magnates is a member of the Presi-
dent’s party.

It certainly is a little hard as yet to under-
stand what the President means by undesirable
citizen; for if anything has been made abso-
lutely clear to the people of this country, it is
that Standard Oil, by which must be meant all
the chief men and beneficiaries of it, has been
guilty of c.v™y crime_.pos£ib.ler to name. It seems
as if it had had an ambition to cover the crim-
inal code from one end to the other. Its his-
torians accuse it of petty larceny and of grand
larceny, of forgery and of subornation of per-
jury, of incendiarism and of destruction .j*y bomb,
of this,, that, and other crime; &het'6f aTF
of corrupting and degrading legislatures, judges,
governors, United States senators and congress-
men; so that it has been said to own sufficient
of the legislative, judicial, and executive officers
of this country as to make its will the law of the
land,. I wonder if Mr. Maloney is a Standard
Oil magnate, if he was a member of the presi-
dential party, and if the President knew it. Per-
haps | might here call your attention to the fact
that Standard Oil money is in almost every en-
terprise in this country that is carried on by
means of a corporation; and that that money
was made and made only by violating the laws
of this country, and by corrupting first and then
aborting the processes by which the citizens of
this country strove to govern themselves.

We do not emerge from a consideration of
Harriman’s case with a very clear nor yet a
very satisfactory understanding of what the
President meant by undesirable citizen. Sup-
pose we consider the other men, then; and after
all they may fairly be accepted as the simon-
pure undesirables, since the President classed
Harriman with them and not them with him
Perhaps that is a distinction they haye not noted
before; and they may be pleased, to think that
they are not classed with him. A X

The Case of Eugene V. Debs

| do not know Debs, but it is common knowl-
edge that he is an ardent friend .of labor, and a
Socialist. To avoid the imputation of prejudice
in favor of Debs | will say that I am not a Social-
ist and do not think the socialistic remedy fot
existing evils a good one. Nevertheless the
fact that Debs is a Socialist and a foremost ex-
ponent of its theories, stamps him at once in the
minds of every fair person as one who is honest-
ly and on a high plane of endeavor striving for
the betterment of mankind; and in the nature of
the case, not a self-seeker, T am told by thost
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who know him personally that he is a man of re-
finement and one of the most lovable of persons.
He has never been mixed up in an?/ scheme of
a criminal character, or the fact would have been
written red all over the country at the time when
he protested that he was not an undesirable
citizen, and .demanded of the President the evi-
dence on which he had based the charge. |
never heard of any such evidence, nor even of an
apology; but I believe the charge still stands.
And | think that is a reason why-thousands and
hundreds of thousands of citizens all over this
country are proud to class themselves as unde-
sirable citizens.

But of course a-man may be personally re-
fined and lovable; he may never have commit-
ted a crime; he may only hold theories on social
misery and their eradication, and yet be an un-
desirable citizen, because he may by his con-
duct tend to bring popular government into dis-
repute.  Perhaps Debs has done this. Not
being a Socialist | may be somewhat in error,
but I will venture to say that it is no part
whatever of the scheme of Socialists to attempt
the application of their theories until they have
not merely a majority but a large majority of the
people in favor of them. In other words they
are going about their work in a perfectly con-
stitutional manner, building up their party and
spreading their ideas. So far as | know they
have never resorted to violence to accomplish
their purposes, and never preach violence,
though violence is done them time and again
by their opponents. The cry that Socialists so
often repeat the “hurrah for the revolution” does
not properly convey the notion that they mean
to do anything radical now or at any time be-
fore they have a properly constituted majority;
it only means that the change they propose for
the betterment of mankind is a revolutionary
one; that is, one that will overturn existing in-
stitutions.  Now, as to that, let me quote from
a New York Times report of a lecture at
Columbia College on Thursday by Professor
Jenks of Cornell University. He should be a
good authority even for anti-socialists: “No one
should be frightened by such words as Anarchy
or Socialism because, whether the state be an-
archistic or socialistic can be determined only
by the will of the citizens, acting in their or-
ganized capacity as the state; and if the citizens
determine upon either one, neither will be evil,
but under the circumstances at any rate, in the
opinions of the citizens, either will be good.”
I do not imagine the report to be accurate, for
I cannot believe that Professor Jenks would be
guilty of the contradiction in terms involved in
the phrase "anarchistic state’’; but his statement
in regard to the propriety of a change in de-
tails of government Is true on its face. So
whatever Debs is doing as a Socialist is at least
being done constitutionally.  His ideas may be
foolish to the last degree and the application of
them might result in utter misery; he is still
within his rights as a citizen in advocating a
new scheme of government. Therefore he is not
an undesirable citizen by reason of being a
Socialist.  And of course so high an authority
as the President should be on the Constitution
would never be guilty of calling a man an un-
desirable citizen for preaching new doctrines.
That would be like a denial of the right of free
speech guaranteed by the Constitution. Be-
sides, by any such ruling, Christ would be class-

ed as an undesirable.

Trade Unionist Undesirables.

So why is Debs an undesirable citizen? Un-
like Harriman he is not even charged with crime
or injury to individual or institution; he is not'
charged with corruption or theft; I do not re-
call seeing him posted as a member of the Presi-
dent’s famous club. | get so little enlighten-
ment from a consideration of Debs that | turn
to Moyer, Haywood, and Pettibone. If they
stand for anything in the minds of men, it is
trades unionism.  Was it for that reason that
they were dubbed undesirable citizens?  Grant
that the trades union struggle for the betterment
of the workingman has been marked by inde-
fensible violence, yet one has only to look back
to the condition of the workingman before the
birth of the union and to consider it now, to be
forced to admit that the union has been a benef-
icent agency; or one may consider the individual
union men he knows, and he will realize that
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being a union man does not involve moral tur-

pitude. Indeed it would not only be too mon-

strous to say that a man was an undesirable citi-

zen because he was a union man, but it would

be so impolitic that not even that marvel of

courage and moral magnificence, our President,

would dream of saying such a thing.  Perhaps

the President had another reason for character-

izing them as he did. The three men were im-

prisoned and under indictment for murder at

the time of the President’s calling them names.

Was that the reason? Surely not. How could

anyone, having the least respect for the Presi- |
dent, believe that he would violate a sacred tra-

dition of the law that a man was innocent until

proven guilty? It is true that the tendency of

the President’s letter was to add to the jeopardy

those men’s lives were in, and thait was unfor-

tunate; particularly unfortunate when it is con-

sidered that two governors had already connived

at the kidnapping of these men, and so cast .a

moral taint upon the affair, even thought it re-

mained regular in law; still more unfortunate

when it is considered that in a community sys-
tematically deceived as to the facts and prodded

into prejudice by all the means possible to- those
In power, a jury acquitted one of the men after
a long trial. 1 don’'t know any of the men;
they may be among the worst of villains secret-
ly; but even the President doesn’t call men un-
desirable citizens simply because they are secret-
ly villains.  Why, he doesn’'t even call proven
villains undesirable citizens. Has anybody heard

that he has so characterized Belmont and Ryan
and all the others whose names are paraded in
the newspapers every day because of their dark
dealings with the street railways? And who
ever heard of anything meaner, more flagrant,
more ivicious, more debasing than the story that
Ivins is dragging out into the light? More steal-
ing of the money of widows and orphans, more
buying of legislation. And it is the very same
gang that operated so cleverly and so success-
fully in the insurance matter? And will this
not blow over too? And shall we not wake
up again some time quite soon to find out that
there has been more looting?  But these are
not undesirables; these are the men who con-
tribute to campaign funds; these are the men
whose turpitude is in inverse ratio to the amount
of their looting. The wonder to me is that an
Ivins or a Hughes can be found in such a seeth-
ing mass of corruption as is festering under our
eyes day by day. Why are not Ivins and
Hughes pronounced undesirable? Is it not as
evil to tear out hidden corruption in finance as
to expose the infamy of the industrial system
as the Socialists are doing?

Who is the Undesirable Citizen?

But perhaps we are going about it the wrong
way; it may be that it is not what these various
men have done but what they have not done that
constitutes them Undesirable citizens.  Perhaps
the President compared them to the desirable
citizen and found them wanting.  And who is
the desirable citizen par excellence? Let us
find him as, no doubt, the President did, so that
we may make the same comparison that he did.
Of course when we have found this desirable
citizen we shall find a man who fulfills the re-
quirements of the ideal citizen; and | fancy we
shall all agree that the ideal citizen is one who
comprehends, admires, loves, and emulates the
spirit of our institutions, who accepts the Con-
stitution as his final authority in political mat-
ters, and who obeys the laws of his country.
P'urthermore he should be just and upright in
his dealings with others, use his strength to aid
and not to oppress. And finally, as the most
precious heritage we have received from our
forefathers is liberty, the ideal citizen will strive
with all his might not only to maintain such
liberty as we have, but will even seek to at-
tain to a greater measure of liberty. For the
proud boast of the American citizen is that this
is the land of Iibert?/.

Now where, should we look for this paragon?
Where do you suppose the President would look
for him? | think he, in his modesty and we in
our pride, would go to the same place: the
White House at Washington. If not there,
where? Do we not choose our best citizen for
that exalted office? We, who are so careful to
preserve the liberties our forefathers fought so
bpvely for, that wg will not let an aiderman slip
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into office without the closest scrutiny, natural-
ly exercise the greatest care in selecting the man
who shall be our President. This being the case,
let us look at the man Roosevelt and so know
a perfect citizen. Thank heaven! his life is
open and in the sight of men. It can never
be said of him that he courts modest obscurity.
If he sneezes we know it in all its details; when
he plays a game of tennis and wins, the story
is sent around the world; when a clairvoyant
tells him that his journey down the stormy Mis-
sissippi will be dangerous and he turns pale, we
know that; and we know, too, when in a fit of
nervousness he dismisses a pilot in disgrace.
What between the press agents and the photog-
raphers we know all that the man does, how
le looks on horseback, sitting in a chair, in a
hammock, standing up, smiling, grinning, laugh-
ing, sternly admonishing. We know his views
on mollycoddles, on spanking children, on child-
bearing, on wife-beating, on nature fakers, and
on innumerable other things important and un-
important; for his activity in the service of his
country is so great that he never refuses an
opinion on any subject that occurs to him or is
suggested to him, whether he knows anything
about it or not.  Oh, there is abundant material
for our study of Roosevelt in the character of
perfect citizen. But before we go deeper into
the matter might it not be better to dismiss any
preconceived notions we may have of the ideal
citizen and agree at once that Theodore Roose-
velt is such a citizen? Then we need only

.study him and we shall know the desirable

citizen; and when we know the desirable we
should be able to guess at the undesirable.

We must be careful not to be confused or
misled by the opinions expressed by anybody
about him; it is only his opinion of others that
iIs of any consequence. When, for example
he calls a man a liar, the man is a liar; but if
the man say the same of you, sir, then the man
is a scoundrel or an undesirable citizen.  And
don't listen t0 Dr. Long, the nature-faker, who
says that he would rather belong to the Liar’s
Club where the President sent him than to the
Butcher’s Club where he sent the President. You
see he declares that the President loves to Kkill,
as if that were a matter of any consequence. Be-
sides, it is an old saying that the king can do
no wrong; and | don't see why a saying that
s good enough for a king isn't good enough for
our President. That is if anything can be good
enough for him.  Then there are those clergy-
men and wretched prohibition people who are
making a great fuss over the champagne the
President drank a few days ago. As if they
would vote for him anyhow. They might just
as well complain because he loves a good fight.
Prize fighting may be contrary to the laws of
the state; but what has that to do with the
President?

Cuba, the Isthmus, and the Philippines

However, to get back to the subject of the
desirable citizen and the study of Roosevelt so
that we may know such a citizen when we see
him; and perhaps to note a difference between
the ideal citizen | was rash enough to picture,
and the new ideal which Roosevelt realizes. As
to liberty, then, of the importance of which to
the American citizen I may have spoken prema-
turely and with too much enthusiasm. | find
.that the President seems to have a different con-
ception from that of Lincoln, who spoke of this
as a government of the people, by the people, for
the people.  Roosevelt speaks of himself as of
the ruling class and as being a ruler of the
American people. And | am sure he is sincere.
Do you remember how at Canton, the other day,
when he was speaking, his auditors applauded
at the wrong place? He told them they might
not like a previous sentiment of his, but they
must applaud it just the same. So he read it
over and they applauded it as he had said they
must; Was not that the act of a ruler and of
the ruled? Then there was the isthmus of Pan-
ama, through which he wished to dig a canal
contrary to the wishes of the people there.
Somebody conveniently got up a little revolution
down there, and Roosevelt, although as a ruler
he abhors revolution, nevertheless somehow or
other just happened to have a man of war down
there at the very nick of time, and marched some
marines ashore and took—I had almost said
stole—the jstjimus; then set up a nice little gov-



ernment of his own. It is a new notion of
liberty, | think; or does he perhaps think that
one can disregard the liberty of weaker people
and yet preserve his own?  There’s Cuba, too.
We helped free her from Spain, incidentally
helping ourselves to Porto Rico; but we had a
little string tied to Cuba, and, when the right
time came, Roosevelt pulled the string, and we
are now in Cuba. It is said in the newspapers
that some rich Americans who want to exploit
Cuba were instrumental in getting Cuba freed
from Spain, that they concocted the little scheme
by which we are now in occupation, and that
they are getting up little revolutions so that we
will not go away, but will finally annex Cuba,
a device after the President’'s own heart, as
shown by what he did in Panama, and by what
he tried to do in Santo Domingo. Of course
the President is not to blame for what is going
on in Cuba, but perhaps if he had a different
notion of liberty the schemers would not find it
worth their while to play with Cuba. And yet'
when he goes swinging joyously around the
circle, making speeches and telling us about the
ten commandments among other things, he says
things that make one wonder a little.  For ex-
ample at Cairo, a few days ago, he said: “The
principles of government are, after all, fairly
simple. In a broad, general way we should
apply in the affairs of the national administra-
tion ... just the same rules that are neces-
sary in getting on with our neighbors in our
several neighborhoods; and the nation, as a
whole, should show substantially the same quali-
ties that we would expect an honorable man
to show in dealing with his fellows.”

Doesn’'t that sound w.ell? Imagine nations
acting in that way! Imagine us acting in that
way!. Imagine the President acting in that way
as our ruler!  Imagine him acting in that way
as the ruler of the Filipinos! You may think
the President has nothing to do with the way
the Filipinos are treated, but he has. . When
he first became President by the death of McKin-
Ie?/, he made a solemn protestation to the people
of this country that he would do all in his power
to carry out McKinley’s ideas. Now at that
time McKinley stood for tariff revision, and had
made what was considered an extraordinary
speech in favor of such revision. Now Roose-
velt had been a tariff reformer, and ‘it was sup-
posed he would go at the task of revision in the
way he goes at things generally.  But he didn't.
I don’t know why.  We all know that his popu-
larity is such that he could make Congress do
anything he wished. He has only to go about
saying that he wants the tariff revised, and the
thing is as good as done. Why doesn’'t he?
He 1s after the' trusts.  Anyhow he makes a
great showing of being after them. Yet he
must know that to reduce the tariff would be
the very easiest way of hurting the trusts. The
trusts squeeze all their money out of the poor
people; and enormous sums they get, too. In
one year Andrew Carnegie laid by the nice little
sum of thirty million dollars. And he was pro-
tected by the tariff in order that he might pay
higher wages to his workmen.  What he did
was to reduce wages and then turn starving men
and women and children out of their homes be-
cause they didn’t like it.  Why doesn’t Roose-
velt come out for low tariff or no tariff at all
if he really wants to hurt the trusts? And this
Is where his responsibility to the Filipinos comes
in.  We are civilizing the Filipinos. That is
why we govern them instead of letting them gov-
ern themselves. We won't let them buy what
they need until they have paid a heavy tariff
on it; and we hamper them so that they tan’t
sell what they produce for a fair profit. ~We
work ruin on them. And why? Because the
tobacco trust and the sugar trust and some other
trusts want to wring every cent out of us as well
as out of the wretched Filipinos. | wonder if
they have any notion that belonging to this land
of liberty is a fine thing.  Perhaps you will not
see the pertinency of this extract of the speech
made by the President at Cairo, but | put it in
here because it may help us if it doesn’t confuse

us in our effort to kjiow what a desirable citi-
zen is:

“Of course the '?/ﬁe of man whom we respect, whom
we are proud of If he is a kinsman, whom we are glad
to have as a friend and neighbor, is the man who is
fo milksop, who-is not afraid, who will not tolerate
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nor hesitate to resent insult or Injury, but who himself
never inflicts Insult or injury, Is Kkindly, good-natured,
thoughtful of others’ rights—In short, a good man to
do business with or have live in the next house or have
as a friend. On the other hand, the man who lacks
any of those qualities is sure to _be objectionable. If a
man Is afraid to hold his own, If he will submit tamely
to wrongdoing, he is contemptible. If he is a bull?;, an
oppressor, a man who wrongs or insults others, he is

even worse and should be "hunted out of the com-
munity.

“But, on the whole, the most contemptible position
that can possibly be assumed by any man is that ot
blustering, of bragging, or insulting or wron%mg other
eople, while yet expecting to go through life unchal-
enged, and being always willing to back down and ac-
ceptdhdumlllatlon if readiness to make good is de-
manded."

Exploits of a Desirable Citizen.

Doesn’t he talk beautifully? Do you remem-
ber the story that was told of a lady being mis-
handled and dragged out of the White House,
shamed and disgraced? Roosevelt had no hand
in that, of course, but the papers said it was an
outrage and totally unjustified; nevertheless the
President never apologized. Do you remember
that the President dismissed from the army with-
out honor a whole company of negroes because
they would not bear witness against a few who
were charged with “shooting up the town” they
were in? Do you remember that he called
Judge Parker a teller of untruths because he
said rhe Republican party was receiving the
money of corporations? And that he has not
vet apologized, although there is plain evidence
that the corporations were doing so? And that
Harriman, the undesirable, was an intimate ac-
guaintance? Do you remember that a few days
ago he dismissed a pilot in dishonor and disgrace
when he had no more right to do so than I have?
And that it is said over the country that he was
nervous because a foolish woman had predicted
trouble on the voyage? Do you remember that
once a newspaper correspondent told a story
about a turkey being chased about the White
House grounds, and that the President ordered
that no news of any kind should be given to that
coirespondent, thus trying to deprive the poor
r’retch of his means of living?  These are all
little things to recall, perhaps, but they are to
be put against the fine words | read about milk-
sops and bullies, about blustering and bragging
and insulting other people. They help us to
know a little better what the President’s desir-
able citizen will be like. It is true they are
not very important things, but after all there are
so many of these little things to recall.

I could also recall how he has taken advan-
tage of his high office, for all the world like the
bully and oppressor he tells about in his beauti-
ful talk, to charge incompetency on a judge who
had given a decision he did not like, and to
charge falsehood on man after man whose mem-
ory of events differed from his. It always
makes me think of the admiring mother who
went out to see her son Jimmy march past with
his militia company.  “Just look at that!” she
cried; “everybody’s out of step but my Jimmy.”
Everybody lies but the President. It is singu-
lar.  Once he wrote of Thomas Paine, one of
the founders of this republic, and called him *a
filthy little Atheist.” Now this country and the
whole world not only owes Thomas Paine an
incalculable debt of gratitude, but the fact is
that he was a first-rate Unitarian and no more
an Atheist than the President. And the Presi-
dent must know it. And yet the President said at
Cairo: “But, on the whole, the most contemp-
tible position that can possibly be assumed by
any man is that of blustering, of bragging, of in-
sulting or wronging- other people, while yet ex-
pecting to go through life unchallenged.”

Then, to go on to other phases of his restless
activity, we can see that his whole course of con-
duct tends to break down the safeguards which
the Constitution plainly intended to put between
the individual and the government. He calls
himself a ruler and he is doing all in his power
to become one. He talks of openness and honesty
and proceeds to all sorts of political trickery,
until it is said of him by friends and enemies
that he is one 0f the most skillful politicians we
have ever had. You all know what that means.
He invades the functions of the legislative branch
and of the treaty-making branch and of the
judicial branch of the government. He talks
reprehendingly of demagogues and agitators and
creates more feyer and unrest than all there are
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of them in the United States. He vociferates
against the Democratic party and steals into
Mr. Brvan’s tent to carry off his choicest
weapons; he assures the world that the Social-
ist will bring ruin on it, and then appropriates
its thunder with which to call attention to him-
self. He says he won't accept a third term,
but conducts himself in such wise that no one-
believes him.  Also, in direct contradiction to
the spirit of our institutions, he aims to select
his own successor, to the end of perpetuating his
power.

However | do not need to go on; Roosevelt
lives in the sight of the world, and well with-
in sound too: so that what he is is known to
all men. 1 do not think he tallies quite with
the description of the ideal citizen. But, being
President of these United States, he must be
a desirable citizen; and therefore, having enu-
merated a few of his characteristics, it becomes
much easier to understand why the Socialist and
the trades-unionist seem to him undesirable citi-
zens. But why Harriman?  Surely he should
be desirable on the whole. He was once; why
not now? Can it be that he is cast out for no
other reason than that his memory and that of
the President did not agree?

For my part, after thinking the matter care-

fully over, I am glad to be classed as an undesir-
able citizen.

TO ABOLISH WAR, ABOLISH IT.

The official journal of the West Virginia Bar
Association contains the following in its October
number:

“The question arises: Why was the Hague
Conference afraid even to face the principal prop-
osition for which it was called; why was a ‘peace
conference afraid to approach the purpose for
which it was called, and make a straight clear-
cut proposition to do away with war?

“The answer that would have come to this
question from the conference itself would have
been that The nations are not yet ready to ac-
ceFt that proposition, and it would be impracti-
cal to discuss iIt’

“But who is it that wants war? Who is it
| that still thinks war is the best or the necessary
means of settling disputes between nations? Is
it the masses of the people? We think not,
by a large majority. Is it the law-making bodies
of the world? We think not. Is it, then, the
rulers, the chief magistrates, the monarchs, the
men who have been given power and authority
to govern? The answer is: Who else?

“Does anybody doubt, if the nations (not the
governments, but the nations) were determined
to combine to prevent war that all the world
would be at peace from that moment? The only
think lacking to make universal peace practical
is the purpose and the courage to carry it out.

“The way to abolish war is to abolish it.”

The above reads like a page from Paine’s

*Rights of Man.” W. H. RINEHART.
Wheeling, W. Va.

Some Things | Do Not Know, and Seme | Do.

I do not know about the origin of life. | do
not know about the future of life. | do know
that 1 am alive, and that the better | live each
day the better | enjoy myself and help to make
others hapPy.

I know for myself that god. devil, heaven, and
hell are all results of my imagination, as all may
prove for themselves if they will think for them-
selves in place of accepting what some one else
tells them.

I also feel that the object of our stay on 'this
earth is to perfect the natural man; and if the
monev, time, and energy spent on preparing for
war and in preparing man for after life was put
into educating the young to live the pure and
simple life it would be only a few years before
this world would be filled with happiness in place
of misery, as it is today for millions of our
brothers and sisters. W. E. maxcy.

Gardiner, Me.

------ — »

“It is the law of nature to fight for bread,
for the necessities.” But hunger has never
driven man to such baseness’ as has the fight for
the maintenance and spread of a religious Super-
stition,
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The Death Penalty for Freethinkers.

The spirit of John Calvin lives theosophically
or otherwise in the Rev. Robert M. Patterson,
a minister of the Presbyterian church who is
well known in Albany, Chicago, and Philadel-
phia. The Rev. Patterson attended a meeting of
the Presbytery in Philadelphia one day last week,
being down for an address of which John Calvin
was to be the subject. He spoke in part as

follows:

_“If 1 had my way about it | would have an execu-
tioner called in to deal with all heretics and blas-
phemers. Burning at the stake would be too good for
those who revile religion and take the Lord's name in
vain. The growth of heresy is such to-day that nothing
but measures_such as this can stop it. | would requisi-
tion the services of the executioner also for those des-
picable persons who make divorces necessary by their
insidious machinations between husband and wife. And
for those who under the guise of an artistic temperament
or uncontrollable fascination take unto themselves affini-
ties, forsaking their lawful wives, | would have the law
recommend harsh punishment.”

It is only fair to the Philadelphia Presbytery
to state that its members did not approve the
savage sentiments of the Rev. Patterson. The
Rev. Dr. John Wheaton objected to them as too
radical.  If seems that Dr. Wheaton does not
consider the world quite ready for ideas so ad-
vanced. The Rev. H. G. McCook sprang on the
assemblage the heated proposition that instead of
being radical Dr. Patterson was conservative in
the extreme; he had harked back to the thought
of the Middle Ages and his ideas were those
of the inquisitors in Spain and the anti-papél
religionists in Germany.  Dr. McCook’s ex-
pressed hope that there was no other man like
Patterson in the church today brought the first
speaker again to his feet, to be interrupted by
others, until the moderator, having pounded for
order, announced that further discussion of the
speech would not be allowed. In view of the
subject and the Presbyterianism of Dr. Patter-
son his- opinions were about what one would
have a right to expect. He was talking about
Calvin, and what else could he say?. They were
the opinions of Calvin himself.  Galvin brought
one man to the stake on the question of religion;
he had another beheaded for denying his au-
thority, and he tried to hang one on the score
of morals, the offender having, attended a dance.
All of them looked alike to Calvin, as all culprits
do to' the Rev. Mr. Patterson; and he had one
punishment for all, which was death, preferably

with torture. When Calvinists rebuke Patter-
son they rebuke Calvin, the founder of their

faith.

Atheism and Socialism

The “Infidelity” of Mr» Robert Blatchford,
author of “Merrie England” and editor of the
Clarion, coupled with the bigotry of the Liver-
pool Tories, is alsserted to have cost the Social-
ist and Labor party the recent by-election at
Kirkdale and a seat in Parliament The contest
threatened to be very close between Mr. Hill,
Socialist and Nonconformist, and Mr. MacArthur,
Tory, who it is to be assumed is a Churchman.
As the canvass drew to a close, some practical
politician on the Tory side circulated leaflets
made up of extracts from' Mr. Blatchford's “God
and My Neighbor.” Some of the sentences quot-
ed were, “I do not believe in God,” “I do not be-
lieve in the efficacy of prayer,” and the like. A
split in the Protestant vote had been feared by
the Tories, but this charge of Atheism against
the Socialists averted the danger.

Two of our English exchanges, the Clarion,
Socialist, and- Reynolds’'s Newspaper, near-Social-
ist. hold post-mortems on the deceased expecta-
tions of Labor and Socialism at Kirkdale. The
writer in Reynolds’s says that Liverpool “shares
the unenviable notoriety of Belfast for its nar-
row-mindedness in religious ffatters, yet “the
shortsightedness and folly of these professing
Christians must now be apparent even to their
dull eyes. Roughly speaking, about 4,000 voters
polled for the Tory and 3,400 for the Socialist.
What does this mean so far as the issues raised
by the religious bodies are concerned? They
made out that Socialism was synonymous with
Atheism.  The electors believed them, for it
was this which won the election for the Tories.
Either their representation was true or untrue.
If it was true it means that there are nearly
four Atheists to every five Christians in Liver-
pool. Do the leaders of religion in Liverpool
relish this fact? Every year hundreds and
thousands of pounds are spent by organized
Christianity in Liverpool for the purpose of
spreading the gospel.  And the net result of all
this vast expenditure of money and human ef-
fort during many centuries is that there are
nearly as many Atheists as there are Christians,
and. moreover, that they are prepared to assert
their Atheism solemnly at the ballot-box! What
a comment is this on the Christianity of Liver-
pool! Of course,” adds Reynolds’s, “the state-
ment that Socialism meant the overthrow of
Christianity is untrue. No one believed it ex-
cept the Kirkdale fanatic.”

After having forced Candidate Hill to pay the
penalty for “God and My Neighbor,” which he
did not write and perhaps' never read, the party
that had won the election by a lying appeal to
religious bigotry received the results-as “a clear
demonstration that the workingmen of Liverpool
had finally rejected Socialism!” It really looks
as if the charge of Reynolds’s were true, that
“the stock arguments of the Tory speakers in
this contest touched the lowest intellectual
depths.” There is no lower depth than the argu-
ment from unbelief introduced in a political con-
test

Mt. Blatchford takes the Socialist defeat rather
philosophically, and does not attempt to evade
responsibility for it, although he denies that he
Is a representative Socialist. He recognizes that
the enemies of Socialism will use against if the
same weapons that the assassins of reputations
take in hand for their assault on Freethought.
“They will appeal,” he says, “as they always
do appeal, to the ignorance and to the prejudices
of ejectors,” "They will attack Socialism in
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the name of God and the chastity of the Eng-
lish tiome/ The editor of the Clarion admits
that in the matter of religion the Labor party
i§ “between the devil and the deep %a/ They
cannot hoist the Christian standard, for a great
many of them are not Christians; and they can-
not hoist the Agnostic standard because a great
many of them are Christians.  When Social-
ists will vote Tory because another Socialist
Is revealed as an unbeliever, there is no hope
except in converting such Socialists to Free-
thought.  Therefore Mr. Blatchford will not
change his policy, but will go on attacking re-
ligion. However, he suggests that the Labor
and Socialist party a'dopt the policy of repudiat-
ing him. and declare that “religion and Atheism
are no more parts of the Labor policy than they
are parts of the Liberal and Tory policy,” though
he does not believe that such a declaration will
save them, for when they shall have purged
themselves of Atheism they must still face the
charge of their unscrupulous enemies that they
are foes of morality and the British hearth.
Ever since the famous author of “Merrie
England” ran up the “Jolly Roger” and “fired
a broadside” at Christian beliefs it has been an
interesting question what effect his radical stand
would have On the political fortunes of Social-
ism. The Kirkdale election is the answer of the
church. It will fight Socialism until the
Socialist party repudiates those of its advocates
who openly attack religion and becomes one
with the body known as Christian Socialists.

»,. <o,
The Great Universal Fraud.

The Great American Fraud is not the patent

I uriness altogether. It embraces also

the practices of religion.. We have a copy of

the “Annals of Our Lady of Perpetual Help and

Purgatorian Annual,” published at the shrine of

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, which is in Boston,
Mass.

The Annual is the organ of the Purgatorian
Society, the object of which is to promote the
contribution of funds to itself for having masses
said in behalf of souls in purgatory.

The cover of the publication presents a pic-
ture of souls, struggling in the flames, while
angels are making occasional rescues.  Just
above purgatory, in the picture, stands the
“savior,” receiving offerings, adoration, and lib-
erated souls. The sufferers are in plain view,
but it seems the *“savior” cannot do anything
for them without the intercession of his virgin
mother.

The prospectus of the Purgatorian Society
sets forth that “after this life there is a middle
state of suffering to which the souls of those
are doomed for a time who, though in a state
of grace and friendship with God, have as yet
not fully satisfied the divine justice for the debt
of temporal punishment due for their smaller
sins or for their more grievous sins, whose guilt
has been remitted by the sacrament of penance.”
But the living can shorten the suffering’ of the
souls in purgatory by prayers and indulgences.
By the payment of fifty cents per annum they
can make any departed relative or friend a mem-
ber of the Purgatorian Society, and secure a high
mass for him daily at 7 o’clock’until the sub-
scription runs out, or continuously if they keep-
up their dues. Or by paying ten dollars (on
the nail or during the year), deceased may be
made a perpetual member and be prayed for for-
ever.

This praying “forever” looks like a waste of
prayers if the term of suffering can be “shorten-
ed,” as the society aagerts, by the offering of the
“most holy sflcrific/j of jfie mass,” at the expense
of gurvivors. t
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Besides being a post mortem relief associa-
tion for delivering souls from the place of tor-
ment, the I’urgatorian Society, represented by
the Rev. Father Rector, who takes the money
and says the masses, is press agent of Our Lady
of Perpetual Help, a sort of Catholic Mother
Eddy. Making novenas, or prayer on nine suc-
cessive days, to the above lady, has the same
curative effect as the perusal of “Science and
Health.”  The prayer is made efficacious by
visiting the shrine and dropping an offering, or
by inclosing the price of a mass to Father Rec-
tor.

The Annual prints four pages of testimonials,
identical with those of the medical fakers, ex-
cept that mass or novena to our said lady, the
mother of God, takes the place of the name of
the patent medicine; and the name of the patient
is withheld. The form is the same: “lI was
under treatment; dangerously ill; underwent a
serious operation; septic poisoning followed;
continued' to grow worse; case abandoned by
best physicians as hopeless; began a novena;
felt better after first bottle (should be day) ; kept
on improving; had a mass said; am now in per-
fect health, thanks to the mother of God. In-
closed find offering.”

It is impossible to distinguish any difference
in kind between this fraud and those which are
advertised by the patent medicine men or sup-
pressed by the post-office department.  Taking
advantage of the ignorance and faith of unin-
structed Catholics the head of the Purgatorian
Society makes a bid for the dollars, and gets
them.  The. suffering of deceased relatives and
friends of his dupes is of course imaginary.
Catholicism is made up of a lot of left-overs from
bankrupt paganism, and purgatory is a part of
the refuse’. As an appendage of the church it
Is a vast revenue producer, since by representing
to sorrowing survivors that their money paid
for masses will shorten the sufferings of depart-
ed souls, the priest touches the pocket at the time
when grief has loosened the strings. Under such
conditions the widow and the orphan are easily
robbed. Protecting people from the conse-
quences of their foolishness is, as Spencer said,
a direct method of cultivating a race of fools.
Nevertheless, if any class is to be protected from
the rapacity of frauds who practice on human
gullibility, those who give up their money to
priests for the benefit of dead relatives, or for
benefits to themselves after death, ought to be at
the head of the list, while their plunderers de-
serve no better treatment at the hands of the
law than others receive who obtain money on
false pretexts.

*»»

Sunday Closing Staved Off for a W hile

The question of closing theatres on Sunday
came recently before the City Council of Los
Angeles, Cal.,, and was voted not to be within
the province of that body. The advocates of
closing tried a rather barefaced swindle on the
city fathers. A delegation committee from the
Young Men’'s Christian Association read a set
of resolutions their organization had passed, in.
which the manager of an opera house was quot-
ed as saying that a respectable crowd could not
be gathered into a Sunday theatre.  Evident-
ly somebody telephoned the manager that he
was being misquoted, for fifteen minutes after
the resolutions were read he appeared in the
council chamber and denounced the author of
the resolution as one who had borne false wit-
ness. He was in favor of Sunday theatres, and
said that if the people did not want them they
could show their preference by staying away,
when the theatres would close of their own ac-
cord. It devfeloped that only one of the coun-

cilmen was in faivor of the measure. A minis-
ister named Ireland presented a petition which
recited that the movement was not a religious
one, but intended to "further the idea of one
day of rest in seven to give relief to the mem-
bers of the theatrical profession.”  Asked if any
members of the profession had signed the peti-
tion, he replied that they had not. He then
threatened that if the council refused to grant
the petition the signers would demand a special
election, at an expense to the city of about $12,-
000. One of the councilmen suggested that the
question be submitted to the people at the next
general municipal election, and the proponents
of the measure, seeing it had no chance of pass-
ing the council, consented.  The election will
be held in December, 1909. A better way than
putting the matter to a vote of all the electors
in Los Angeles would be to let the results of
Sunday opening speak for themselves. If there
Is sufficient attendance on Sunday nights to war-
rant the managers in giving a performance on
that evening, it will be plain that the theatre-
goers want Sunday entertainments. It is a mat-
ter which does not concern anybody but the
managers and their patrons.

A Pleasant Assurance.

The persons having charge of the funeral of
the late Hugh O. Pentecost excluded his friends
from participation in the ceremonies, which were
religious, and allowed the rumor to go uncon-
tradicted that in his last hours the Freethinker
had recanted his unbelief. ~ The funeral sermon
was preached by the Rev. George F. Pentecost,
brother of the deceased. ~The following letter
shows that Hugh'’s recantation was not announc-
ed at the obsequies, but was an afterthought not
gommunicated to his brother:

“Dear Mr. Macdonald: One Sunday evening in August.
I went to hear the Rev. George F. Pentecost preach in
one of the Presbyterian churches in Bridgeport, Conn.
After the service'l went up and spoke to him and told
him, among other things, that | had been a_member of
his brother Hugh O. Pentecost’s congregation in New
York for several years; and then | said: “There is one
thing, Dr. Pentecost, | would like to ask you. It has been
rumored in New York that your brother changed his
views regarding a future life j7ust before he died. Is
there any truth in the rumor? His reply was, KO,
Madam, not the slightest that | am aware of.” | was
lad to get this assurance, as it inclined me to believe
at Mr.” Pentecost’s mind was clear at the last, and
I thought it might be as pleasant for your readers as it
was to me. o . )
“I thought last Sunday, while in Lyric Hall, that if
Mr. Pentecost believed death was a ‘long sleep’ (which
by the way | do not for one moment believe) he still
lived in our memory, and that it would be only when
memory grew dim that we would forget his love for
humanity, his genial smile, hearty hand-clasp, and earn-
est words. Sincerely LAURA CONE.”
“New York, Oct. 12.

This is verification of what we have believed,
that Pentecost died holding the same views of
religion that he had expressed in his lectures
and in his articles contributed to The Truth
Seeker. We have yet to hear of the first authen-
tic case of a Freethinker recanting in the hour
of death. Professed unbelievers who changed
their minds have always done so, according to
our experience, when they expected to live long
enough to get the benefit or the notoriety their
apostasy promised.

During Andrew Carnegie’s Peace Conference
in New York last April the Rev. Dr. Dix, an
Episcopal clergyman, said:

_ “Appreciating the motives of peace societies, and giv-
ing them credit for the good which they have done, we
warn them, however, not to be over-sanguine, nor to
become excited in the expectation of immediate or even
early success. The day is not in sight when their ideas
can” And universal, or anythm?_ near to universal, ac-
ceptance. Not one of us will Tive to see the entrance
into the thousand years of peace.”

Bishop Potter, who was a conspicuous figure
at the Peace Conference, answered the Rev. Dr.
Dix so sharply as to make the word “peace,” as
applied to the meeting, sound rather ironical.
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on Governors lIsland a coalition of the ariny and
the church—when, in the language of another
clerical speaker, arms were “consecrated” and
war “sanctified”—Bishop Potter' had come to
exactly the same conclusions as Dix, for he said
to the assembled soldiers:

"It is very beautiful that we should have a Hague con-
ference in our sphere, but it is only a poet’s dream.
Not in my day nor in yours, nor in all’ the days to come,
will there be peace. Until the last day of the earth
there will be armies and there will be wars.”

The bishop is of course inconsistent, but only
to the extent that his religion is, which hails as
the Prince of Peace the man whom it fuotes
as saying that he came not to bring peace but a
sword. In the nature of things no exclusive re-
ligion can make for peace. ~The whole propa-
ganda of the church is expressed in terms of war-
fare, and General Booth appropriately calls his
organization an “army.”  Religion is the great
“putter in” and trouble breeder. It will never
Inaugurate a movement for peace, whatever it
may claim when Freethought and science have
made war unnecessary or impossible.

An article in a Hamburg (Germany) news-
paper on how the ousted priests of France now
earn a livelihood, observes:

“An unforeseen result of the separation of church
and state in France has been to make the church of
France more_apostolic than it has ever been before.
Peter was a fisherman; Paul & tentmaker. Thus a great
number of French priests are Iooklng round for oppor-
tunities of earning their daily bread by the labor of
their hands. Several of them are keeping bees and
living on the sale of honey. Others have large poultry-
¥ards and live by selling "eggs and fowls for the table.

he breeding of blooded dogs, such as poodles, makes
a profitable occupation for a number of them. The
cure of Labourgabe ha» a profitable trade in the fruits
he preserves and has become quite famous for the
geese he tears.”

It surely is not wholly incompatible with the
former priestly calling of the cure of Labourgabe
that he should now be ministering- to a flock
of geese and making a living from them. The
European newspapers have an exasperating way
of alluding to the former income of the French
clergy as having been “confiscated.” There was
no confiscation whatever.  The government
merely ceased to pay the salaries of the priests.
The clergy of the Catholic church elected to
obey the pope instead of the law, and are down
and out. There are many Protestant churches
in France, existing under the same law as the
Catholic churches, and the Protestant pastors
are making no complaint of “confiscation,” al-
though their legal standing is exactly identical
with that of the priests.

A Philadelphia Presbyterian minister proposes
the death penalty for heretics. What would hap-
pen under such a law is fully told in “A Short
History oi the Inquisition” now on its way to
the binder's. A fact brought out plainly in
this book is that the Inquisition, besides being
a huge instrumentality for the detection and
punishment of heresy, was an unparalleled sys-
tem of graft. That trio of bandits, the Holy
office, the pope and the crown, pillaged the here-
tic each on its own account and quarreled over
the plunder. What the institution was worth
to the crown may be judged by an offer, from
wealthy converted Jews, of millions if he would
abolish the fines and confiscations imposed by
the Inquisition.  The pope got his graft from
indulgences, absolutions and indemnities, which,
by the way, the king disregarded. =~ Our modem
grafters would abandon many of their most
profitable ways of robbing the public if they

could have an Inquisition to do it with. As
before stated, the book is a large one, exceed-
ing 800 pages, and the price is $2.  The collec-
tion of pictures, the best, perhaps the largest
ever brought inside two covers, is worth the
price.  “A Short History of the Inquisition”

And yet only a week or two ago, when effecting will be mailed to subscribers in November.
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THE CHRIST.

A Critical Review and Analysis of the Evidence
jof His Existence.

BY JOHN E. REMSBURG.

CHAPTER V. (Continued.)
The Ministry of Christ

73- .
When, and at what age, did Jesus begin his

ministry?

Luke: “In the fifteenth year of the reign of
Tiberius Caesar” (iii, 1). “Jesus himself began
to be about thirty years of age” (23).

n the fifteenth year of Tiberius, who began
his reign in August, 14 A. D., Jesus, according
to Matthew, was at least thirty-three years of
age; according to Luke, about twenty-two.

Regarding this subject, Dr. Geikie writes as
follows: “The age of Jesus at his entrance on
his public work has been variously estimated.
Ewald supposes that he was about thirty-four,
fixing his birth three years before the death of
Herod. Wieseler, on the contrary, believes
him .to have been in his thirty-first year, setting
his birth a few months before Herod’'s death.
Bunsen, Anger, Winer, Schurer, and Renan
agree with this. Lichtenstein makes him
thirty-two.  Hausrath and Keim, on the other
hand, think that he began his ministry in the
year A. D. 34, but they do not give any sup-
posed date for his birth, though if that of Ewald
be taken as a medium he must have been forty
years old, while, if Wieseler's date be preferred,
he would only have been thirty-seven . . . .
Amidst such difference, exactness is impossible”
(Life of Christ, vol. i, pp. 455, 456).

John the Baptist is743aid to have been the
person sent to announce the mission of Christ.
Who was John the Baptist?

Jesus: “This is Elias,
come” (Matthew xi, 14).

John: “And they asked him [John], what
then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, 1 am
not” (i, 21).

A question of veracity between Jesus and
John.

which was for to

75-

The advent of John was in fulfillment of what
prophecy?

Mark: “As it is written in the prophets, Be-
hold | send my messenger before thy face, which
shall prepare the way before thee” (i, 2).

This passage is quoted from Malachi (iii, 1)
God threatens to destroy the world, and says
(vi, 5), “Behold I will send you Elijah the proph-
et before the coming of the great and dread-
ful day of the Lord.” John expressly declared
that he was not Elijah (Elias), and the destruc-
tion of the world did not follow his appearance.

76.

What was predicted concerning John?

“He shall be great in the sight of the Lord,
and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink;
and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even
from his mother’s womb” (Luke 1, 15).

For the above Luke was indebted to the
biographer of Samson.  “Both [Samson and
John] were to be consecrated to God from the
womb, and the same diet was prescribed for
both.”—Strauss.

77

When the conception of John was announced
what punishment was inflicted upon Zacharias
for his doubt?

Luke: “And the angel answering said unto
him, | am Gabriel, that stand in the presence
of God; . . . And behold, thou shalt be dumb,
and not able to speak, until the day that these
things be performed” (i, 19, 20).

This was evidently suggested by a passage
in Daniel. “And when he [Gabriel] had spoken
such words unto me, | set my face toward the
ground, and | became du8mb” (x, 15).

7

Where was John baptizing when he announced
his mission to the Jews?

John (New Ver.): “In Bethany beyond Jor-
dan” (i, 28).

Bethany was- a suburb of Jerusalem and was
not beyond Jordan.
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The Authorized Version reads “Bethabara,”
conceded to be an interpolation, regarding which
Geikie says: “The most ancient MSS. read
Bethany instead of Bethabara, but no site of that
name is now known on the Jordan. Betha-
bara was introduced into the text by Origen”
(Life of Christ, vol. i, p. 566).

79-
How old was Jesus when John began his
ministry ? )
Luke: “About thirty years of age” (ii, 2, 3,

23)-

}Vlatthew: “In those days [when Jesus’ par-
ents brought him out of Egypt and settled
in Nazareth, he being then about two years of
age] came John the Baptist, preaching in the
wilderness of Judea” (ii, 19-23; iii, 1).

Matthew, it is claimed, was written only ten
or twenty years after Jesus’ baptism. If so,
the phrase “in those days” clearly implies that
he was but a child when John began his min-
istry. If the phrase was intended to com-
prehend a period of thirty years this gospel, it
must be admitted, was written at least one hun-
dred years after the event described.

80.
Were Jesus and John related?
Luke: They were, their mothers being

cousins (i, 36).

Mary had visited the mother of John, and each
was acquainted with the character of the-other’s
child. John before his birth is declared to have
recognized and acknowledged the divinity of the
unborn Jesus (Luke i, 41-44). Yet, according
to the Fourth Gospel, at the beginning of Jesus’
ministry John said, “I know him not” (i, 33).

81.

When Jesus desired John to baptize him, what
did the latter do?

Matthew: “John forbade him saying, | have
need to be baptized of thee” (iii, 14).

According to Matthew, John was not only ac-
quainted with Jesus, but cognizant of his divine
mission, which cannot be harmonized with his
statement in the Fourth Gospel.

Dr. Geikie admits that John and Jesus were-
strangers to each other.  He says. “Though
cousins, the Baptist and the Son of Mary had
never seen each other” (Life of Christ, vol. i,
P- 389

Thi% is not only a rejection of Matthew’s state-
ment, but a repudiation of the first chapter of
Luke, one of the most important chapters of the
New Testament; for it is utterly impossible for
reason to harmonize these alleged revelations
concerning the miraculous conceptions and
divine missions of John and Jesus to their par-
ents and the fact that John remained for thirty
years in absolute ignoréalznce of Jesus’ existence.

What did John say regarding Jesus?

“He that cometh after me is mightier than
I, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear”
(Matthew iii, 11).

“There cometh one mightier than | after me,
the latchet of whose shoes | am not worthy to
stoop down and unloose” (Mark i, 7).

83

What other testimony did he bear concerning
Jesus?

“And of his fulness have all
(John i, 16).

This was uttered prior to the beginning of
Jesus’ ministry, and before he had been baptized
with the Holy Ghost. At this time “his ful-
ness” had not been received, and the words are
an anachronism.

we received”

84.
At Jesus’ baptism there came a voice from
heaven. To whom were its words addressed?
Matthew: To those who stood by. “This is
my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased”
(iii, 22).

85-

John heard this voice from heaven; did he
believe it?

Matthew: He evidently did not; for he after-
wards sent two of his disciples to ascertain if
Jesus were the Christ. Now when John
had heard in prison the words of Christ, he
sent two of his disciples, and said unto him, Art
thou he that should come or do we look for an-
other?” (i, 2, 3).

Will We Ever Have a Fall of Man?

If So, It Will Be Attributable to the Priests.

Under the heading of “The Descent of Man,”
and the sub-heading of “Are We Reverting to
the Monkey Type?” the Manchester Daily Dis-
patch lately (Sept. 30) published an interview
with Haeckel from its “own correspondent,” says
the London Freethinker. The great biologist—
for no one denies him that title—spoke of the
ascent of man through countless ages, and then
said, “Let us now take heed lest we fall.” Being
asked to explain, he said that man would’'not nec-
essarily go on from perfection to perfection, but
might easily drop into the descending scale.
This would not happen if the work of progress
could go on, “unhindered by the Powers of Dark-
ness.” By this expression he meant the theo-
I%‘gians. Having made that clear, he proceed-
ed:

“Do you know that no agency has ever exist-
ed which had done more to hinder the true proe-
ress of the race, and its ascent to heights of
knowledge and true experience, than the church?
I make no distinction 'between Rome and Berlin,
between Calvin and Luther and Loyola. They are
all alike in their intense hatred of all science
which would upset their ‘Revelations’ of the
divine will, and turn men away from their al-
legiance to priests and their belief in a future
state and the immortality of the soul.”

The interviewer ventured to think that Some
theologians were seriously seeking the truth.
Haeckel shook his head:

“Science and revelation are opposed from be-
ginning to end. Revealed religion, as it.is called,
has never done mankind any good. | even dis-
pute its claim tq have set up a noble ideal; Just
look at the most religious nations! Look at your
England, at Germany, at Holy Russial Con-
sider what these countries are spending on arma-
ments, and spending, mind you, with the bless-
ing of the church. That is only one example.
No, no; progress on a grand and unprecedented
scale will only be %ossible when men have given
up their belief in those old Jewish and Babylon-
ian doctrines with which they are now so handb
capped. They will lose nothing by doing so.-
They will gain much in freedom, and when free
from this blight they will be able to form the
noblest of ideals.”

The interviewer asked what this
Haeckel replied:

“The pursuit of knowledge.  For knowledge
does not mean power alone, but happiness. And
we Monists have our religion also. We also
dream of a church in the future, which will take
the place of the present insane mixture of super-
stitions.  The good of all will be the aim of
each.”

Haeckel spoke very solemnly.  Then he rose
and took his visitor into the museum.

When the moment Of parting came, Haeckel
shook his visitor by the hand at the door and
said “laughingly”.:

“This is no dismal philosophy. We Monists
are the happiest of men, the most profound opti-
mists.  We are victorious all along the line, and
we are looking forward with a bright hope to the
fast-approaching day when superstition will hide
forever its hoary, ignoble head, and men will
strive alone after peace arid knowledge and uni-
versal brotherhood.”

ideal was.

The Engineering News, discussing the awful
bridge accident at Quebec, its representative be-
fore reaching his conclusions haying studied the
debris on the spot, says that the profession is
stunned by the disaster because “altogether the
erection work at Quebec has been carried on more
scientifically, more accurately and more safely
than in any o(ther bridge structure ever erected.”
No defect of material was discovered and “no
defect of design,” nor was (there “any lack of
efficiency in the execution of the design.” The
conclusion is that “the initial cause of the wreck
appears to be the failure of some compression
member in the anchor arm of the cantilever.”
The Engineering News confesses that “our
knowledge-of the actual limit of safe stress on
long steel columns of exceptional size is by no
means perfect?’
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Observations

There are other advantages in being a dog hed-
sides the one that, when his troubles are over,
the dog does not have to go to hell yet. The
rule of trying it first on a dog may be in force
now as much as it ever was, but when we find
that it does the dog no good we stop the treat-
ment. We do not do that when experimenting
with ourselves.  And the dog is benefited again
by what we know about the improvement to be
made in a breed by sagacious pairing. The
Country Doctor, whose observations about faith
and hoodoo methods of treating disease and
helping the undertaker were printed in The
Truth Seeker, mentioned the curious fact that
while people have given up doctoring cows and
other animals according to the hoodoo school,
they keep right on with that system for human
beings. | use “hoodoo” as a term that em-
braces prayer and relic cure and divine healing
of all sorts. He might have &dded that while
some intelligence is shown in the mating of ani-
mals and the grafting of plants, man is freed
by his- theology from the trammels of reason
with- respect to the pairing of his own Kkind.
To a particularly fine animal, plant, or tree we
have the sense to permit multiplication to the
limit, and if experiments with one individual
fail to be fruitful, or if their continuance is un-
desirable, another is cultivated. =~ That occurs in
the vegetable and Sub-human worlds. Among
us humans, when the first trial is not a success,
we make it unlawful or at least disreputable and
irreligious to try again.  The first choice is
final, and when two worms of the dust that ought
to marry somebody else commit the error of
marrying each other, the God that made them
ratifies their union and insists that they shall
raise as many of his images as they can, al-
though such images are in no way a credit to
them or him. That is the theological system,
and if it had been applied to animals and vege-
tables, cattle would have died out and we should
now be eating cider apples for fruit.

The whole world of mankind does not obey
the divine law herein unfolded. = The inhabit-
ants of Bengal, not being Christians, who alone
know the will of the creator, proceed differently.
In Bengal, according to Sir George Birdwood,
'a noted authority on Indian affairs, when a
father is left with one or more unmarried daugh-
ters on his hands, he places them as secondary
wives in the family of a man representing a
high degree of physical and mental culture, and
pays sometimes as high as $3,500 for the honor
of being grandfather to the child of a Brahmin.
The above-mentioned authority, in a letter to
the London Times, states that from this practice
there result children of a superior kind, and
that there is improvement in the race. The
aversion which other writers in the London
Times express for the custom is shared by my-
self.  Improvement of any race should be the
highest aim of its members, but there may be
a mistaken way of going about it.  Mr. G. Ber-
nard Show, who comes to the defense of the
Bengalese way, seems to see no flaw in it. He
makes a fatal stab at the Christian system
which permits a woman having a husband but
no children to look down upon a sister who has
children but no husband. No argument can
strengthen the assertion that if it is woman’s
divinely imposed duty to keep the cradle filled,
she who gives the crib an occupant, somehow
or anyhow, gets nearer than the other who is
childless though married.

But the fault of the Bengalese system is that
it is a system, and systems overlook the individ-
ual. Some of us ate deeply thoughtful for the
race, and others are WiIIin? to sacrifice the race
provided mankind is moral and religious.

I would observe that the race, the men and
women who will succeed us, are not the whole
of mankind.  There are people on earth today,
and we are they. Our progenitors, whom we
are bound to believe, wished us to be happy, and
shall we disappoint them? If everP/ enera-
tion as it conies along sacrifices itself for the
benefit of the next one, will somebody tell me
when the happiness that all profess to be work-
ing for is going to materialize? And if it doesn’t
materialize, what good is it?  Always working
for the good of the future promotes too much

tarrying on the horizon.  For a change, let us
for a moment forget the unborn and indulge
ourselves in a few thoughts about what is good
for Us. And as for “morals” and religion, for
whom do these exist?  Are they something
else that we endure for the sake of posterity,
and which posterity will maintain in the hope
that future ages may get results out of them
that are worth while? If so, where do we come
in?  Of course, it is selfish in us to want to
be happy, but we must remember we have a
duty to perform toward our ancestors who
wished us to be so.

I pen these reflections thinking of the Ben-
galee girl who is passed up to the Brahmin to
fill his pocket with simoleons and her father with
pride.  So far as | have read the discussion,
neither those who defend the Bengalee system
because it improves the race, nor the others who
move offensively upon its works, have thought of
getting the views of the girl.  Apparently she
Is not asked whether to benefit the race she is
willing to' join the domestic syndicate of which
the Brahmin's wife is president and bear superior
grandchildren to her father.  Attractive as this
system may be from a eugenic point of view,
it has the fatal defect, common to all systems,
of treating one or more factors as if they were
pieces of punk. Here it is the girl that is so
considered.

Some years ago the residents of the Home
colony in the State of Washington got into an
argument about liberty.  One thought he was
invading nobody’s liberty in yarding a pig, on
his own premises, under the window of a neigh-
bor.  The neighbor who had to keep his win-
dow shut deemed that his liberty was denied
and his house invaded by the reinforced atmos-
phere that came from the sty. Here was
liberty against liberty, and | was glad at the
time to arbitrate the matter by prescribing more
iberty. | told the disputants they should give
liberty to the pig.

The Christians and the Bengalese may remove
the grounds of their dispute by enfranchising the

girl-

In a page ™ advertisement, which yon will
confer a favor by mentioning that you saw it in
the Chicago Public, Mrs. Julia Goldzier of Bay-
onne, N. J., adverts to the “At-one-ment of Chris-
tian Science and Single Tax.” Mrs. Goldzier is
an author, her book being entitled as above
quoted. The identification of Christian Science
with the Single Tax should claim the pleased at-
tention of the exponents of Marx’s law to the
effect that the prevailing economic system in any
epoch determines the religious system of that
epoch.  Can any of them derive Mrs. Eddy from

Henry George?

I quote a note of explanation from Mrs. Gold-
zier's ad:. “ ‘At-one-ment’ is a Christian Science
word derived from ‘atonement.”  Believing that
the only efficacious atonement is being one with
God, Mrs. Eddy wisely divided the word to bring
out that thought.” Is at-one-ment “a Christian
Science word” and is Mrs. Eddy responsible for
the hyphens? | heard Van Buren Denslow make
that division before Christian Science was known.
He was a Hegelian, and | do not suppose that he
had read “Science and Health.” | suspect Mrs.
Eddy of swiping the term, hyphens and all.

There are some Catholic families living where
they come under my daiIK observation. | notice
that the women keep their religion more con-
stantly in mind than the men d6. On a Sunday
| .was standing by while one of the men did
some necessary work in his backyard. He
thought it needful for him to explain why he
happened to be laboring on Sunday, and that
his wife disapproved of it. ~ When | uttered my
sentiments about Sunday work he looked
toward the house in some alarm to learn if his
wife had heard me.  She had not, so he winked

and laughed. | think he goes to church under
domestic pressure.  The families are not always
in harmony: Said one of the women to an-

other, to parry a remark not to be construed
as a compliment, “l have lived with the likes of
you before. You are a low Irish Catholic, and
I say it if 1 am one myself.” | have heard
men declare that they were Irish and proud of
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it, or Catholics and proud of it.  Why there
should be pride in either, or why either should
be flung at a person as a reproach, as in the
above circumstances, | am still wondering. A
Catholic lady called in my best half to consult
over a sore spot on her boy’'s shin.  After the
spot had been treated, the mother said: “It's a
bad place, and I am sorry for the boy; but 'twas
his own fault. We was going to church com-
munion Sunday, and | says to him: ‘Now, Jerry,
keep your mind on the service, and don’t be run-
ning here and there.” Instead he would go chas-
ing back and forth, and that is where | kicked

him.”

Do our public schools educate? If they
don’'t the schools of shorthand and typewriting
do. | saw a bill that came to The Truth
Seeker office a while ago from a bookbinder’s.
It charged the above company with the binding
of “i Vol. Taire’s Philosophical Dictionary.”
The person who made out the bill had sufficient
intelligence to read the keyboard of a typewriter.

The pickle that New Jersey’s ciitzens are in
over the Bishops’ liquor law is pie for one to
whom all laws look alike which do not protect
him in life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
In the seven years of my residence on the Jerse%/
side of the North River there has been no suc
political excitement as the voter is stirred to this
year over the question of having shades up or
down in saloons on Sunday. The Bishops’ law
now in force says, Shades up; and a vote for
shades down is a vote for Sunday drinking, be-
cause if Sunday drinking is not wanted, why
should it make any difference to voters whether
the bar is concealed from view of not? From
the very position of the voters themselves re-
garding the placing of restrictions on saloons, the
Bishops have all the logic on their side. The
public has consented that government should
double the price of drinks by taxing liquor more
per gallon than the cost of manufacture. The
same liberty-loving people allow the courts to
send them to jail for making or selling liquor
without a license.  They let municipalities pre-
scribe the minimum distance between a saloon
and a church. They don’t say a word when the
proprietor of the saloon is forced by the author-
ity of the state, which is the people, to close
his front door at 12 and keep it closed until 6
o'clock. If the law may control the door, why
not the curtains of the place? What is there
sacred to the people in a saloon window that
does not appertain also to the doors?  And
having surrendered the door, with what consist-
ency do they still claim to hold the window?
They have made the legislature lord of Sunday
observance and thereby given away any right
they may have had to choose for themselves what
they shall do on the first day of the week.

When the first government, Iooking?3 for more
revenue, pitched upon the saloon, or public house,
as a thing to be licensed and shaken down an-
nually, and the people stood for it, that day pro-
hibition laws were sprouted. When we give
the legislature power to close a saloon on Sun-
day we acknowledge the right of the same to
close anything else, even to our own faces.

The fellows who now go around yammering
about personal liberty because their liquor is in
danger, ought to be called down and pinned down
until they own that they are only taking the
medicine they have doped out for others ever
since there have been legislatures to which they
could appeal for the enactment of laws that
would give them an advantage over competitors.
Their objection to the Bishops law is that it
cannot very well be evaded. If all could beat
it as they beat the Sunday closing law, as ap-
plied to the front door, there would be no appeal
to personal liberty. The statute which the
bishops have framed is the best liquor legisla-
tion anywhere in sight except the local option
and prohibition laws. If an upholder of Sun-
day laws 1 should favor one that would compel
everybody to attend church, and if | believed in
legal meddling with the liquor business | should
be a Prohibitionist.  Regulation of saloons and
inspection of distillations in the interest of pure
liquor never decreased the number of drunkards
nor lessened the injurious effects of drink. Regu-
lation, like closing nights and Sundays, makes
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grafters of the police.  Inspection is of no value
because it does not exclude the worst ingredient
in liquor, which is alcohol. An inspection which
cut that out could be defended as at least calcu-
lated to promote sobriety.

There are scores of laws that ought to be
amended or repealed. | can’t think of any new
ones that ought to be passed. If from the
bunch awaiting the fayorable action of legisla-
tures 1 were obliged to name one as less ob-
jectionable than most of the others, | should
without losing any time in thought select the
prohibition law.

The failure of science to disclose the origin of
life convinces the Christian that it will never be
known, and he therefore teaches his young that
life was given to animate beings by God in the
Garden of Eden. The fact that he does not and
cannot know a thing warrants him in affirming
that he does.  This is the way to divine truth.

If Anthony Comstock should live until he sup-
presses all impure thoughts except the inspired
ones occurring in the Bible, and should then
discover that the world was still immoral, would
he admit that unexpurgated books are not the
cause of bad morals or would he bIameéheEBli\El)le?

The Doctors on “Obscenity” Laws.

The Free Speech League has been getting in
some effective work lately.  The writings of
Mr. Schroeder, as published by the League, fur-
nished the text of a paper before the State Medi-
cal Society of Illinois, by Dr. Denslow Lewis
of Chicago. In his argument, published in the
Medical Record for Oct. 12, 1907, Dr. Lewis
supplements Mr. Schroeder’s facts by many
drawn from his own experience. As the result
of the doctor’s efforts, resolutions were adopted
favoring more education and publicity as to
sexual matters, and included the following con-
cerning our postal censorship of literature:

“Resolved, That in lieu of all present laws
against 'obscene’ literature, we favor that the
young be safeguarded against corrupting infor-
mation by laws which shall put the postal mat-
ter of the immature wholly within the control
of parents or guardians. We favor such other
proper legislation, having application only to the
immature, which shall be so definite in meaning
that there will be no doubt as to what is pro-
hibited and which will not preclude any adult
from acquiring full and complete information re-
garding all scientific subjects.

“Resolved, That we recommend the amend-
ment of all National and State laws so as to de-
clare that no prohibition in them contained shall
be deemed to apply to any discussion of sexual
facts or conditions or of any branch of science
dealing with sexuality, or of any sociologic,
moral, or religious questions connected there-
with, or against those who write or publish the
same for circulation or exhibition in good faith
among persons of legal age, and who in good
faith deliver them by mail, express, or other-
v, ise, only to individuals of legal age.”

One of two persons discussing literary style in
George Cary Eggleston’s readable novel, “Blind
Alleys,” makes the following unusual criticism:
“Then you must have read Paine’s ‘Age of Rea-
son’ and his ‘Common Sense.’” You must have
noticed that those books are written in the direct
and forcible style of a leading newspaper edi-
torial of today, though they were written in an
age when nearly everybody who wrote for print
seemed to think it necessary to climb up on
stilts and express himself in Johnsonian Eng-
lish. Men did it even in their letters . . . Even
Washington in his dispatches speaks of ‘capti-
vating’ prisoners.”

The superstition that certain things are secu-
lar, and others sacred, gives excuse to that pecu-
liar form of graft by which church property
evades taxation. Once acknowledged the truth
that in human service there is no high nor low
degree, that the woman who scrubs is as worthy
of respect as the man who preaches, and the in-
iquity of favoritism is apparent. Tax all
church property!—The Philistine.
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CANADIAN NEWS AND NOTES.

The Dominion Is in the Grip ol Sunday Oppress-
ors and Interfering Zealots.
BY HERALD R. HOLMES.

At the recent promotion and review examina-
tions held in the schools of the county 6f Huron
(Ontario) the following, among other questions,
appeared on the printed question paper in Reci-
tation and Literature:

“l. Quote ten consecutive lines of a religious

hymn.
“2. What represents the preacher?  The
people?  The musical instrument? The choir?

The church bells? Who show strangers to
seats? Do you forget the text when you go
to church?

“What was the text your minister preached
from the last time you were at church?”

And these were the erudite questions put up
for senior scholars to answer!

A portion of the school hours of each day
is taken up with religious services and exercises,
which are senseless and useless in the extreme,
but this imposition has to be submitted to by
the taxpayers and the parents of the pupils,
while the scholars themselves are compelled to
take part in superstitious forms and ceremonies
which they neither appreciate nor approve and
which seriously warp and contort their im-
pressionable youthful minds.

A New Experience.

This is how the Ottawa Free Press refers to
the visit of the Boston Artillery Company:

“The ancient and honorable Artillery Company
of Boston will spend Sunday and Monday next
in Toronto.  This quaint military organization
has had many strange experiences in its history,
but we doubt whether any of them will come
up to a Toronto Sunday.”

Unlawful Assembly.

A tragedy has just occurred in .the little town
of Wiarton in the county of Bruce, Ontario. Of
course, in this peculiar world, where even a spar-
row cannot fall to the ground, etc., tragedies are
of daily and even hourly occurrence, but there
are other features surrounding the “gun play”
which took place at Wiarton.

It is situated on the Georgian Bay, and has
some pretensions in the way of a summer resort.
Two women who could not find a house were
spending a couple of ijjonths of the summer in
a tent there, when a gang of ruffians, all said
to be church members, objected to what they
considered their loose way of living, and band-
ing themselves together went at night and as-
saulted the two women in their tent, throwing
stones at them and tearing down the tent.

One of the women came out with a loaded
revolver in her hand and ordered the rioters
away, but they refused to go and renewed the
attack.  She then fired, and the leader of the
gang fell in. his tracks, shot through the heart.
The other cowardly ruffians ran away.

Arrests and charges on both sides’ followed.
The trials havle now taken place with the result
that the woman who wielded the gun in defence
of her home and person has very properly been
discharged and exonerated from all blame, &nd
justified in the shooting, whereas three mem-
bers of the gang of would-be lynchers, who
were apprehended by a special detective em-
ployed by the attorney general’s department,
have been sentenced to terms of imprisonment
in the penitentiary.

A noteworthy feature of the proceedings was
that all the gang, 6f rowdies were shown to be
members of the local churches, and the leader,
who forfeited his life to his lust for interference
in ‘other people’s business, was a leader in one
of the Sunday schools. He neglected, however,
to observe the negative form of the Golden
Rule—“Do not unto others what you would not
have others do unto you.”

It is contended that the verdicts should meet
with general approval by all who desire to see
law and order upheld, and should be published
as a warning from one end of Canada to the
other, for certainly they should give mob rule
and gang interference a lasting check.

There are many places and communities in
this country, about the size of Wiarton, where
a state of things bordering on the condition of
affairs there is allowed to exist. Inoffensive

people, even women and children, are hounded
on the streets of small towns and villages, and
being constantly annoyed and insulted by much
the same ruffianly class of loafers who brought
the Wiarton fatality on themselves, and if more
of such raiders were made “to bite the dust,”
the country would be well rid of them.

The principal bearing of this article on free
speech and free thought is that the gang of
mraiders mentioned is the very same who would
interfere with any Liberal lecturer or speaker in
any village or town in Canada, if not in the cities,
for verily this is a place where there are numbers
of “small communities in which phariseeism
flourishes and is multiplied.”

How the Lord’s Day Act Works in Canada.

The following is a verbatim report of a case
which was called in the Toronto police court
this week and which was referred to in the daily
papers there:

“The magistrate dismissed yesterday afternoon
a charge of cutting wood on Sunday laid against.
J. Walker, 34 Cumberland street. The defend-
ant admitted having been engaged in cutting a
little kindling wood to be placed with his coal
in anticipation of the coming cold winter.”

The magistrate considered the case trivial, and
remarked: “The first thing we know we will not
be able to kindle our fires or cook our dinners
on Sunday.”

This was referring to the stringent Lord’s
day act recently passed in Canada, a synopsis
of which | sent to The Truth Seeker sometime
ago; but no sooner were my comments on said
obnoxious act published, than a government em-
ployee in the shape of a custom house clerk at
Ottawa named N. D. Walters wrote pooh-pooh-
ing the idea of Canada being referred to as
“bigoted,” and its people as still largely in the
thraldom of superstition.

It is a strange thing that like the ubiquitous
Christian Science press agents, there appears to
be always some one apparently lying in wait to
contradict any statements, even of plain matters
of fact, and sometimes these bold parasites will
go so far as actually to deny the laws: on the
statute books.

That Canada is steeped in bigotry, intolerance,
and superstition, from one end to the other,- no
honest person in this country will deny. If The
Truth Seeker is entering many of the Canadian
postoffices now, it is not only under paid
stamps, but closed wrappers, and even as it is,
many of the numbers are lost or stolen in the
mails.

What possible object the paid servant of the
government at Ottawa could have in denying
what is patent to every unprejudiced resident
there, was not revealed, except in a foolish and
covert threat of what dire consequences would
accrue to anyone daring to write the truth about
prevailing conditions in this colony of the Brit-
ish crown.

The feeder at the public crib evidently did not
speak advisedly, for the earnest truth seeker
will continue searching after the truth, in spite
of any threat, and ample space should be at his
disposal in the columns of Liberal publications
to defend as well as advance the Nine Demands
of Liberalism.

That blatant evangelist, the Rev. Dr. Reuben
A. Torrey, does not appear to have been chasten-
ed by his experience in London and Montreal.
In Philadelphia last week, speaking before the
Young Men’s Christian Association and having
said that although a man might lead an upright
life, if he was not a Christian he was a scoun-
drel, Mr. Torrey shouted:

_“Any man who does not accept Christ | charge with
high treason against Heaven’s King, and that is the
greatest crime on the calendar.”

Well, if that is treason, let them make the

most of it!

* >>

Give your Christian friend a copy of Rems-
burg's “The Bible.” Then he will know all
about that book. Give him also a copy of “A
Short History of the Inquisition.”  Then he will
know what the Christians have done to the
people. Add “Six Historic Americans” and he
will know whether it was Christian or Infidel
to whom he is indebted for a republic to live in.



Minor Editorial

When the Rev. Mr. Doan moved away
from Port Clinton, Ohio, he left behind,
to shift for Itself, a large, fine Scotch
collie dog. Editor A. G. Winnie of the
Ottawa County Republican, observing the
woebegone animal slinking about town
unfed and unclaimed, indulges in a forth-
right expression of his sentiments: “We
have always had a warm spot in our
heart for Rev. Doan. His energy and
goaheaditiveness appealed to us and we
liked the man for the reason that we
knew he had the courage of his convic-
tions and was fearless. But this act of
deserting this dog, the best and truest
friend of man, has caused not only our-
selves, but a number of others, to won-
der if his religion is as broad as we
had believed it was. There seems to be
something lacking about a religion that
allows a minister to conclude that he is
doing the right thing by doing an unkind
act to even the humblest of God's crea-
tures. We make no pretensions of being
religious and we take mighty little stock
in much that is going on in the name
of religion, but if we had ever deserted
a fine intelligent animal like this collie
dog to starve and die among strangers
we would expect to be damned for the act
in the world to come, and we wouldn’t
give a tinker's damn for a religion that
failed to hold to this view of the matter.”

The religious services conducted in the
County Hospital at Los Angeles, Cal., are
declared by Supervisor Patterson to be
injurious to the patients, and he recom-
mends that they be stopped. The pray-
ing and singing get on the nerves of the
patients and in some instances cause a
relapse. This would seem to be a suffi-
cient reason for the banishing of such
services, but Supervisor Patterson has
other projects in mind. He proposes that
a chapel be built on the hospital grounds
where patients strong enough to stand
the racket may be herded for divine wor-
ship. We can guess, what that means.
It means that Tor a time the various
church organizations will send ministers,
to. preach at the hospital chapel. Then
they will render their bills for services,
which the supervisors will pay, and after
that an official chaplain will be engaged
at a fixed salary, and another leech will
be fastened upon the body politic. Now
is the time to abolish the disturbing ex-
ercises. If the churches would have a
chapel near the hospital, let them ac-
quire the land and erect one. Chapel
building is not a function of city, county,
state, or nation.

In 1899 a large sized book entitled
“Facing the Twentieth Century” was is-
sued by the American Union League So-
ciety of New York, the author being the
Rev. J. M. King, secretary of the League
for the Protection of American Institu-
tions, who sent a copy to The Truth
Seeker with his greetings. The main
purpose of the book was to expose the
machinations and conspiracies of the
Roman Catholic church in its purpose of
becoming the chief politico-ecclesiastical
power in this country. It gives Roman-
ism a tremendous drubbing. We see
among the current mortuary news an
announcement of the death of Dr, King.
He was a great warrior, one of the few
Protestant ministers of our day who told
the truth about the Roinuu Catholic
church. His book is full of facts show-
ing the growth of the church in political
power. We doubt that the Methodist
church contains any more like him. The
tendency now is to placate the priests,
and to point to their teachings on di-
vorce and morality as something better
than the Protestant doctriues.

The American Historical Magazine for
September prints some heretofore unpub-
lished manuscripts of the Magazine of
American History. Among these is a
letter from Paine to Washington at Val-
ley Forge, lu which Paiue gives his rea-

Note and Comment.'
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Anticipating government appropria-
tion of church property, the chapter of
the Toledo Cathedral, in Spain, proposed
to sell certain of its works of art. The
government forbade that the paintings
should be taken out of the country, but
they have disappeared, and it is said that
they were smuggled out in an automobile.
The French priests realized on a large
quantity of their works of art in a simi-
| lar way, by stealing and selling them be-

fore the inventory was taken. It was

the knowledge, doubtless, that the thefts
would be discovered that caused them to
so strenuously oppose the inventory.

sons for not believing the rumor that
the British are about to evacuate Phila-
delphia. The letter is printed in Con-
way’s Life of Paine, Vol. I, page 113. |
A sentence shows that Paine had a sys-
tem of judging events by their reason-
ableness. “You will observe, Sir,” he
writes to Washington, "that my reason-
ing is founded on the supposition of their
being reasonable Beings, which if they
are not, then they are not within the
compass of my system.” The British did
not justify the assumption of their be-
ing reasonable Beings, aS the govern-
ment waged war with France and the
troops in Philadelphia went away in a
hurry for fear of being blockaded by a
French fleet which was approaching the
Delaware.

The Sunday observance committee of
the Presbyterian church has been “turned
down” by the administration at Washing-
ton. The committee importuned Presi-

dent Roosevelt to enforce Sunday ob-  they have a perfect right to display their
servance at the army posts, where the emblem, and the arrest was unwarranted.
Sabbath is violated, as they think, by  An epoch-marking decision, if sustained.

the soldiers playing baseball. ~ Mr.  An epoch-marking decision, if sustained,
Roosevelt referred the matter to Secre- as there has been a prospect that the red

tary Taft, who consulted the judge ad-  flag would be virtually outlawed.
vocate of the army. The latter replied

that state laws do not apply to Federal
reservations, and the secretary decided
against the committee. He informed
the committee that Sunday baseball is
a time honored custom in the army and
he would not interfere with such sport,
as it was “conducive to good.” This de-
cision will put Taft with Fairbanks in
the class of inellgibles as delegates to
church conferences.

As described .by the Rev. Dr. R. S.
McArthur of this city, John D. Rocke-
feller is God’'s steward and is aware of
the fact. To the query why he did not | jysion.
retire from business since he had more . .
money than he could possibly use, Mr. ! The Detroit News quotes the president
Rockefeller replied, as quoted by Dr. | Of the Chicago school board as saying,
MacArthur:  “I feel it is my duty to God» "Thg Bible is not fit for children in tne
through whose providence | am made public schools,* and comments: “The

trustee of the property of others, as well assumption is”that it is all right in the
4s to myself and the people, to continue Sunday school.” Yes, the Sunday schools

active in the company’s welfare.” The always get the discard. They share with.
words are reminiscent. When he was | the heathen the books that public school
asked what induced him to make a con- children will not read and the tales they
fession involving W. D. Haywood in the Wil not believe.

murder of former Governor Steunenherg A St. Louis judge has decided that a

of Idaho, Harry Orchard, murderer, | yoman's marriage vow to love, honor,
thief, burglar and bigamist, answered, anq ghey renders her guiltless in the

“l felt it to be a duty | owed to myself, eyes of the law if she commits any

my country, and my God. misdemeanor at the command of her

It makes a difference how you say it pyshand. If the decision is sound ths

the Richmond Episcopal convention that |, ul
“calling the Bible the word of God is the - , L ) ]
most prolific source of Infidelity in the The “Bishops’ law” is an issue in the
World_” An Atlanta newspaper reported [ COOIlng eIeCtlon In the State Of NEW Jel‘-
Dr. Wilmer as saying that "the Bible is * Sév. That sounds as if New Jersey had
the most fruitful source of infidelity,” @ House of Lords, but it has none. There
and recommended that he be thrown 1S only a clerical lobby which frightens
out of the church. This preacher holds legislators with the spook of public sen-
that the Bible is not God's word, but timent in favor of more meddlesome
“contains” it. In this he is supported by ~ Sunday laws.

the Rev. Cyrus Townsend Brady, George After due reflection Superintendent
Foster Peabody of New York, Francis L. paxwell of the New York schools has
Stetson of New York, Thomas Nelson gecided that the rod of correction shall
Page of Washington and Z. D. Harrison  not pe returned-tothe hand of the teach-
of Georgia. In either form the proposi- ¢r.  Children get whipped enough at
tion is likely to be regarded with skeptl-  home, for it is nowhere said in the scrip-
slsm. tures that a merciful man is merciful to
The English clergy delight more than his child.
their American brethren do in tales of Justice Marean in the Supreme Court,

converted Atheists. When the other day . ;
in Wall street the Lord Bishop of Lon- Brooklyn, has enjoined the police from

Citizens having complained to a police-
man that” Jeremiah C. Frost, a Bronx
Socialist, had displayed a red flag as the

sioner Bingham issued an order for the
arrest of any person carrying such a
flag. Frost was arrested, but in the
night court Magistrate Wahle discharged
him and told the arresting officer that
as the Socialists have the necessary
number of votes to legalize their party

For discovering that each is the affin-
ity of the other and acting accordingly,
the Rev. Maxwell J. R. Walenta. pastor
of a Dutch Reformed church in Brook-
Ilyn, and Mrs. Dora Bauer, a member of
his congregation, have been duly ad-
judged insane and committed to the
of their next friends. The case of this
couple is complicated with an extreme
religiosity which regards their relation
as a union of souls under the immediate
supervision of the deity. They think, in
other words, that God joined them to-

. interfering with the Clermont avenue
don was presented with a prayer book, — gating rink on Sundays. The police
which he promised to keep dose beside | -0 moved to interference by the

the other gifts he valued, he remarked
that he liked to think that the cabinet
which stood in his drawing room at home
was made by a man who had been one
of the most avowed unbelievers and was
now one of the staunchest Christians.
Stories of conversion of Infidels in Amer-
ica are left mostly to the backwoods
preacher and the blatant revivalist who
have no reputation for veracity to lose.

clamors of the ministers, who offer rival
attractions on Sunday.

It may be his own experience which
leads the Rev. Dr. Aked, John D. Rocke-
feller's New York pastor, to announce
that he doesn’'t believe that Jonah was
actually swallowed by a whale. The
prophet probably went aboard a tank
ship.

emblem of his political faith. Commis- |

gether, which is certainly an insane ce- |
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Splendid Freethought
Works.

~We are receiving from England con-
signments_of books Issued by the Free-
thought Publishing Company and can
warmly recommend them to the Free-
'%hllr]kers of this country. They are as
ollows;

ATHEISM AND MORALITY. B\p, G.
W. Foote, editor of the London Free-
thinker. Paper, 10 cents.

BIBLE ROMANCES. By G. W. Foote.
New Edition, revised and enlarged. Con-
tents: The Creation Story, Eve and the
Apple, Cain and Abel, Noah's Flood, The
Tower of Babel, Lot's Wife, The Ten
Plagues, The Wandering Jews, Balaam's
Ass, God in a Box, Jonah and the Whale,
Bible Animals, A Virgin Mother, The
Resurrection. The Crucifixion, SL John's
Nigthtmare. Paper 50 cents. Cloth 75

cents.
By G. W. Foote.

BIBLE GOD, The.
I Tract, 6 cents.

BIBLE HANDBOOK FOR FREE-
THINKERS AND INQUIRING CHRIS-
TIANS. By G. W. Foote. A new edition
revised and handsomely printed. Con-
tents: Bible Contradictions, Bible Ab-
surdities. Bible Atrocities, Bible fmmor
alties, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken
Promisee, and Unfulfilled Promises.

Cloth, |1. Paper. 50 cents.

CHURCH OF ENGLAND CATECHISM
EXAMINED. °y Jeremy Bentham. With
Introduction by J. M. Wheeler. A mas-
terly work which narrowly escaped prose-
cution. Paper. 40 cents.

COMIC SERMONS AND OTHER FAN-
TASIAS. By G. W. Foote. Contents: A
Sermon on Summer, A Mad Sermon, A

| Sermon on Sin, A Bishop in the Work-
i house. A Christmas Sermon, Christmas
Eve in Heaven, Bishop Trimmer's Sun-
day Diary. The Judge and the Devil, Sa-
tan and Michael, The First Christmas,
Adam’s Breeches, The Fall of Eve, Joshua
~at Jericho. A Baby God, Sermon on Ju-
| das Iscariot Paper, 20 cents.

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY. By G.
W. Foote. Christ to Constantine. Con-
stantine to Hypatia, Monkery, Pious For-
eries, Ploua Frauds, Rise of the Papacy,
rimes of the Popes, Persecution of the
| Jews, The Crusades. Hundreds of refer-
ences are given to standard authorities.
. No pains have been spared to make the
I work a complete, trustworthy, final, unan-
I swerable Indictment of Christianity. The
tree is judged by Its fruit- Cloth 11.
DARWIN ON GOD. By G. W. Foote-
Paper. 15 cents. Cloth, 40 cents.

ESSENCE OF RELIGION, THE. By
Ludwig Fuerbach. God the Image of Man.

Man’'s Dependence upon Nature the Last
and Only Source of Religion. Buchner
says: “No one has demonstrated and ex-

plained the purely human origin of the
idea of God better than Ludwig Fuer-
bach.” Paper, 40 cents.

FREE WILL AND NECESSITY. B
Anthony Collins, with Biography by J. M.
Wheeler, and Preface and Annotations by

| G. W. Foote. Huxley says: “Collins
writes with wonderful” power and close-
ness of reasoning.” Paper, 40 cents.

Cloth, 75 cents.

ESSAYS IN RATIONALISM. By Chas.
Robert Newman, brother of Cardinal
Newman. With Preface by George Jacob

| Holyoake, and Biographical Sketch by J.
| M. Wheeler. Cloth, 50 cents,

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT. By
G. W. Foote. Contents: Old Nick, Fire!l
Sky Pilots, Devil Dodgers, Fighting?
Spooks, Damned Sinners, Where Is Heil?
Spurgeon and Hell, Is Spurgeon in Heav-
en? God in Japan, Stanley on Providence,
Gone to God, Thank God, Judgment Day,
Shelley’s Atheism, Long Faces, Our
Father, Wait Till You Die, Dead Theol-
R%y’ Mr. Gladstone on Devils, Huxley’s

istake, The Go'sd[gel of Freethought, On
Ridicule, Who Are the Blasphemers?
Christianity and Common Sense, The
Lord of Hosts, Consecrating the Colors,
Christmas in Halloway Jail, Who Killed
Christ? Did Jesus Ascend? The Rising
Son, St. Paul's Veracity, No Faith with
Heretics, The Logic of Persecution, Lu-
tfier and the Devil, Bible English, Living
by Faith, Motor Hugo, Desecrating a
Church, Walt Whitman, Tennyson and
the Bible, Christ's OIld Coat, Christ’s
Coat Number Two, Scotched Not, Slain,
God Making, God and the Weather, Mir-
acles, A Real Miracle, Jesus on Woman,
Paul on Women, Mother's Religion, Lus-
cious Piety, The Jewish Sabbath, God’s
Day, Professor Stokes on Immortality,
Perl Bert, Converting a Corpse, Brad-
laugh’'s Ghost, Christ and Brotherhood,
The Sons of God, Melchlsedek, S'w’elp
Me God, Infidel Homes, Are Atheists
Cruel? Are Athelets WJsksd? Rain Doc-
tors, Pious Puerilities, Thus Saith the
Lord, Believe or Be Damned, Christian
Charity, Religion and Money, Clotted
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Bosh, Lord Bacon on Atheism, €hristian
it?/ and Slavery, Christ Up to Date, Sec-
ularism and Christianity, Altar and
Throne, Martin Luther,. The Praise of
Folly, A Lost Soul, Happy in Hell, The
Act of God, Keir Hardie on Christ,
Blessed Be Te Poor, Converted Infidels,
Mrs. Booth's Ghost, Talmage on the Bible,
Mrs. Besant on Death and After, The
Poets and Liberal Theology, Christiani-
P/ and Labor, Dueling, An Easter Egg
or Christians, Down Among the Dea
Men, Smirching a Hero, Kit Marlowe
and Jesus Christ, Jehovah the Ripper,

The Parson’s Living Wage, Did Brad-
laugh Backslide? Frederick Harrison on
Atheism, Save the Bible! Forgive and

Forget, The Star of Bethlehem, The
Great Ghost, Atheism and the French
Revolution, Piggottlsm, Jesus at the
DerbEy, Atheists Murderers, A Religion
for Eunichs, Rose Water Religion. Two
volumes, cloth. 52.

THEISM OR ATHEISM. Public Debate
between G. W. Foote and the Rev. W. T.
Lee. Verbatim report, revised by both
Disputants. Paper, 40 cents.

Address The Truth Seeker
62 Vesey Street, New York.

HAECKEL'’S

LAST WORDS ON EVOLUTION

BY ERNST HAECKEL
Professor at Jena University

A POPULAR RETROSPECT AND SUM-
MARY

Translated from the Second Edition by
JOSEPH MCcCABE

With three plates and Haeckel's
. Portrait

PRICE, CLOTH, $1.00 NET

Readers who are interested in the evo-
lution controversy, as | here describe it,
will find in my earlier works (*“The His-
tory of Creation,” “The Evolution of
Man,” “The Riddle of the Universe,” and
“The Wonders of Life”) a thorough treat-
ment of the views | have summarily pre-
sented. | do not belong to the amiable
group of “men of compromise,” but am
in tne habit of giving candid and straight-
forward exPression to the convictions
which a half century of serious and la-
borious study has led me to form. If |
seem to be a tactless and inconsiderate
“fighter” 1 pray you to remember that
“connict is the father of all things,” and
that the victory of pure reason over cur-
rent superstition will not be achieved
without a tremendous struggle. But | re-
gard ideas only in my struggles; to the
B(_ersons of my opﬁonents I am indifferent,

itterly as they have attacked and slan-
dered my own person.

ERNST WARCKRT.

latest

CONTENTS: — Introduction. Preface.
Chapter L—The Controversy about Crea-
tion; Evolution and Dogma; Plate |I:
Genealogical Tree of the Vertebrates.
Chapter IL—The Struggle over our Gene-
alogical Tree; Our Ape Relatives and
the Vertebrate-Stem; Plate Il: Skeletons
of Five Anthropoid Apes. Chapter I1l.—
The Controversy over the Soul; The
Ideas of Immortality and God; Plate IlI:
Embryos_of Three Mammals. Appendix.
—Evolutionary Tables; Geological Ages
and Periods; Man’s Genealogical Tree—
First Half;, Man’'s Genealogical Tree—
Second Half; Classification of the Pri-
mates; Genealogical Tree of the Pri-
mates; Explanation of Genealogical Ta-
ble L Postscript—Evolution and Jesuit-

ism.
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.
62 Vesey Street, New York

Reply to Lambert’s
Notes on Ingersoll

By B. "W. Lacy
Cloth, 60 cents. 184 pp large octavo.

. (Former price $1.)

This is a reply to all of Priest Lambert’s criti-
cisms of Colonel Ingersoll’s statements. It is written
in a calm and judicial style, exhaustive in reason-
ing, and conclusive as to the points advanced by the

riest. Lambert has been heralded as the man who
ad answered Mr. Ingersoll by many churchmen—
all of the more ignorant of them, in fact—and
his book has been cited by many journals as a
refutation of the Colonel’s attack upon the church
and a rehabilitation of Christianity. Lambert’s book
does not deserve the reputation' it acquired, and it
would never have acquired it if it were not about
all the churchmen had. Colonel Ingersoll regarded it
as weak and puerile, and Mr. Lacy shows that his
estimate was just.

Every Freethinker should get this book so that
when Lambert is quoted to him by some church-
man ne can produce the book which shows the false
logic and weak argument of the priest

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

The Truth Seeker. —

Letters of Friends.

Readers desirous of communicating
with the writers of the letters in this de-
partment may address them in care of
The Truth Seeker, 62 Vesey Street, New
York, N. Y., and the letters will be read-
dressed and forwarded.

OBSERVATIONS OF A FAR TRAV-
ELER.
From George Burr, Florida.

To the Editor of The Truth Seeker:
Having seen a good deal from other sub-
scribers, | wish to give a little of my own
experience and the trials of an Agnostic.

Close to the age of 50, | tiage in
New York state and city, also in every
state and territory of the Union west
and south of that locality; have been in
Canada, Mexico, Cuba, also in Brazil and
several of the South American Republics.

In the timbered regions around the
Great Lakes, in the grain fields of the
West, in the Rocky Mountains, around
Puget Sound, in California, on the plains
of Texas, and Indian territory, also along
the swamps of the Mississippi, 1 have
traveled, and have taken close observa-
tions in studying human nature.

That theology is more popular with
mankind than science, is not to be doubt-
ed. | have seen countless numbers of
people who know absolutely nothing of
Freethought. We boast of our mental

liberty, when in truth we are a few
scattered here and there amid a whole
world of ignorance and superstition.

If Freethought ever succeeds in over-
throwing theology, it will require many
an age to come. Ignorance and supersti-
tion are too deep-rooted. The Truth
Seeker may succeed in moderating it, but
as to exterminating it 1 have my doubts.
It is like a universal epidemic.

My own position is trying. Being the
only person here (Arcadia) that would
read The Truth Seeker, | have to be cau-
tious in keeping the paper out of sight,
to escape insult and the ostracism that
would follow, for this is a priest-ridden
community.

I contemplate moving to Cuba this
winter, and you can send me the paper
as well there as here.

PRETTY SOUND PHILOSOPHY.

From James Muir, Massachusetts.

Mr. E. M. Macdonald—Dear Sir: | re-
gret very much to have neglected you so
far, as 1 well know how hard it is to serve
in such an unpopular cause as printing
or speaking that which is true, in reli-
gious matters particularly. But indeed
truth in any direction is not very popu-
lar.

a good receipt for financial success is
one-tenth truth and one-tenth humbug.
However, it is good that there are some
people built that cannot follow this re-
ceipt, as a small percentage will eventu-
ally leaven the whole lump—at least let
us hope sbh.

I inclose you my check for $10—$3 of
which is to apply to my subscription, and
I would like you to send me the following
books: “Limits of Toleration,” “Martyr-
dom of Man,” “Forms and Ceremonies for
the Use of Liberals,” “The Order of Crea-
tion,” “The Bible Comically Illustrated,”
and “Crimes of Preachers.” The remaind-
er you can use to good advantage, | am
sure.

INQUIRY FROM A FORMER READER.
From A. F. Calhoun, West Virginia.
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker—Es-

teemed Sir: Many long years ago, when

I was in the joyous pathway of youth,

I was for one or more years a subscriber

to that noble and fearless journal called

The Truth Seeker. Yes, that was back

in the 70’s, something like thirty years

ago, and now as | look back over (ho
lapse of those years it seems a folly in
me not to have kept up my subscription.

I call to memory how fearlessly D. M.

Bennett, that noble-hearted man, fought
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Comstock against much odds in that
bigoted official’s favor; how he held up
for truth and justice on his part, and
how when they incarcerated him in jail
only because his arguments had not then
gained popularity with the masses, his
noble wife took up the cause and fought
the battle while her husband was a pris-
oner shut out from the busy world by
the hand of superstition. Does the paper
still live? If so please at once mail me
samples, and if it is near as good as
then 1 will at once subscribe.

ON DETACHED SUBJECTS.
From R. Holmes, Ontario.

To the Editor of The Truth Seeker—
Dear Sir: Christian Science and Spirit-
ualism were denounced in strong terms,,
as unmitigated frauds at the opening of
the recent session of the London Metho-
dist Conference. Christian Science was
declared to be as unchristian as it is un-
scientific, and Spiritualism was stamped
as one of the greatest frauds of the
twentieth century.

Both are nonsensical delusions, and a
crying evil in any community.

It is a lasting disgrace to our boasted
civilization that such transparent and
superstitious humbugs should influence
and get such a hold on so many people,
when there is really no reason or foun-
dation connected with them in anyway
whatever.

What sort of enigma is this, that Mr.
Wachter of Yokohama (T. S., Sept. 28)
is giving us? Let him tell us something
anyway about his own impressions of
Japan and the Japanese.

He should not plead such entire in-
ability to at least give us some brief
outline of the general lay of the land,
or has he fallen in love with a beautiful
Geisha girl?

DETAILS OF THE INERTIA HYPOTH-
ESIS.

From C. C. Gates, lllinois.

The universe is not a plenum—that is,
all substance or matter; neither is it a
vacuum—that is, all space 6r empty ex-
tension. The universe is both a plenum
and vacuum in this sense, that is, space
is relatively full of moving, point-small
one element particles of matter or sub-
stance, which 1 have called ether for
convenience. This ether has but on®©
possible, manifest property or quality;
that is, inertia is the only force. That
excludes every other property or quality
that we may assert matter or substance
possesses. The impossibility of all man-
ner, kind, or form of attraction and re-
pulsion is absolute.

The centers of all stars, sun, planets,
and. satellites are centers of spirally
whirling ether, counterbalanced through-
out the universe, and condensed into
gaseous liquid, and solid spher.es from
the free ether (that is, the ether of
space). Ether, air, and earth, for in-
stance, are more or less dense as the
velocity of the ether composing them is
less or more great; that is, velocity of
ether and density of substance are in
REVERSE order. “Less or more great”
may seem to be an awkward expression;
but, even in the heaviest of substances,
the ether velocity 'must be extraordinarily
more than the most rapid movement of
ponderable matter ever known to man
(near one hundred miles a second, or one
hundred times as slow as the slowest
etheric motion).

My hypothesis is perfect confirmation
of the nebular hypothesis; and each is to
the other the one thing lacking to make
of them certainties rather than hypoth-
eses.

The planets (for instance), with their
satellites, float in the ether, according ex-
actly with their densities. Proof of this
is in the varying densities of the planets,
which range from the sun outward, as
they become less dense. The nearer a

planet to the sun, the more dense It Is;
for the slower-moving ether must at all
times and places move or tend to move
nearer a common center than the more
rapidly-moving ether.

All space is filled with moving, spirally
whirling matter, that can never be ill
absolute equilibrium at any point in
space; and that is, at any Instant in
eternity, as near absolute equilibrium at
any point in space as it can be at any
other instant. That is, equilibrium of
matter is relative, never absolute.

Tenacity and tension are forms of rela-
tive) equilibrium; vibration, a passing
wave disturbance of this relative equi-
librium, the latter being the uniform
condition of space (ether-filled), between
bodies in space.

Now, wherever there is a paying-out
of energy (from the sun, for instance;,
equal energy is returned to that place,
from the disturbed ether energy of space,
which contains and reacts equal energy
to what it receives; not necessarily re-
acted back to the original source of en-
ergy, however; in fact, not at all, per-
haps.

The whole idea of my hypothesis
may be quickly and very readily under-
stood when it is remembered that motion
(movement) is the ONLY source of mo-
tion (movement); that inertia maintains
the movement, and transfers it, through
ciash or push (pressure) of ether par-
ticles (the one and origmal element oi
matter); that all action and reaction are
opposite and equal; there is no absolute
force, but inertia is a force (the only one)
in the sense that it maintains motion,
which is eternally the same, never more,
never less.

As an example, let us take a still body
of water. Drop a stone into it, and the
circular waves move outward from the
place where the stone struck the water,
ine first wave equals all of the stone’s
energy transformed into wave energy.,
nut reaction is equal to it, and the nrst
wave meets (in very smail range) AC-
TUAL motion IN the water, equal to the
wave energy. The wave may move
many feet away, but as it goes the initial
energy successively meets and reacts
upon many times the amount of energy
or the stone, transformed into the first
wave. Tfie same i§ true of sound in me
air, relatively, of light, heat, and elec-
tricity in the ether; for in water, air,
and ether, as well as in the mos solid,
and heavy substance, vibration I&presents
the reactive energy contained in the first,
spherical wave space (that is, the space
occupied by the first wave, or the unity
of vibration energy), which, in turn, foims
the second, third, etc., waves or vibra-
tions, through reactive energy, ever in-
creasing, but, for every successive vibra-
tion, exactly equal to the reactive energy
that formed the first wave.

The whirling ether around the earth is
spiral, and causes the revolution of the
earth, with the same certainty as the
movement of the Gulf stream; the same
is relatively true of the ether about the
moon, and about every free body of space
with few exceptions. The whole solar
system is one vast revolution of ether,
having the center of the sun as its com-
mon center; planets and satellites hav-
ing also independent centers. The fact
that the other planets have greater but
irregularly placed mass is a strong
though rather enigmatical proof of my
hypothesis.

Lead will fall to the ground in a
plumb-line. A stone will sink into the
soil in a plumb-line. A bubble of air will
rise in water in a plumb-line. A bubble
of hydrogen will rise in the air in a
plumb-line, This same bubble of hydro-
gen would sink in the ether of space in
plumb-line. A stone will sink into the
application of .Archimedes’s Pilndpie will
explain every one of these facta


spher.es

Rlg’dity Is «Imply nothing more nor
less than relative buoyancy. The heaviest
substance or mass In existence Is simply
a volume of dense gas composed of the
largest number of particles of matter per-
unlte volume of space, and having the
slowest etheric velocity, which is thou-
sands of miles a second. Which means

that mechanical motion Is a thimbleful
of energy.

Every particle of ether-matte.’, no dif-
ference where placed, transfers and re-
acts motion exactly In accordance to its
direction of movement and velocity,
whether it be the least or the most rapid.
Every particle of matter (original ele-
ment) in existence is moving in straight
lines, the directions of which are con-
stantly and eternally being changed by
reason of collisions of matter, manifest-
ed in the push or pressure, which is the
sole possible action and reaction between
matter. Hence the manifest impossibil-
ity of either a plenum or a vacuum,
either .partial or universal.

Every instant, and infinitesimal part
of an instant, we are pushed by the en
ergy (actual motion) in the surrounding
space, no difference where we may be;
our weight at rest (supported) an ex-
change of energy between our bodies and
the matter of surrounding space.

The weight of any body or substance at

rest represents exactly the amount of en-'

ergy (actual motion) which it has not
got, and requires from some supporting
body, to balance its energy with the sur-
rounding energy. If the body falls, a
surplus amount of energy is accumulated
in the falling body, due to unequal ex-
change of energy between the body and
the matter surrounding it, this unequal
exchange being due to the lack of a
supporting body to the falling substance,
which must be counterbalanced before
the fall can be checked.

Thb power of falling bodies is due to
the unequal exchanges of energy wherein
etheric motion is transformed into the
mechanical; The- waters of Niagara
Falls, for instance, obtain their power,
when falling, directly from the actually
existing. motion in the space surround-
ing the Falls. For potential energy is
an absurd and self-evident contradiction
of meanings.

The earth moves 18 miles a second; the
sun moves 13 miles a second. | aim to
prove, from the astronomer’s point of
view, how false is the idea of attractio

versus inertia, to keep a planet in it»
course.

Inertia would hurl the planet from its
orbit at a tangent, but actual impulse
must first be given, for inertia MUST
act at right angles to attraction. Now
find the value of an angle between two
seconds, when the sun has moved 13
miles, 90,000,000 miles from the earth,
the nearest possible distance between.
Remember that the attraction of the sun
OVERCOMES the inertia of the earth,
and moves it 18 miles a second. Hence,
if the earth were still, it would move
toward the sun 18 miles a second. But
the value of the angle subtended by 13
miles is so nearly zero that we could uov
tell the drawn lines apart which inclosed
the angle. This angle would represent
the inertia of the earth, when divided
into 90 degrees. Hence practically NO
impulse toward inertia CAN be given,
reckoning from the astronomer’s own
point of view. Yet, year in year out, the
earth moves 18 miles a second, never
nearer than 90,000,000 miles to the buu.
But the earth MUST move in toward the
sun, like a stick In a whirlpool, If attrac-
tion is true, since, no matter how close
they were, the attraction of the sun would
be VASTLY more than the inertia, which
could never QUITE create an iuertla
EQUAL to the attraction. Ye gods and
little fishes, what a fool the astrouomet
li.
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J. K. P. BAKER.

HThe following sketch of James Knox

Polk Baker of Harlan, l'a,, for many years

a contributor to The Tjgith Seeker and

a subscriber to the end of his life, Is the

joint work of an ordained minister of the
gospel and a Sunday school superintend-
ent, who were friends of the deceased
Freethinker despite his pronounced Athe-
ism. The sketch appeared In the Daily
Nonpareil of Council Bluffs, la.]

in the passing away In Harlan, Sept. 22,
of James Knox Polk Baker, there was re-
moved from earthly spheres a man of
more than ordinary parts, who, as a philos-
opher, poet, and student, had for many
years lived a retiring life, unnoticed by
many and unappreciated by most of those
who knew him.

He was born in Zanesville, o., June 18,
1835, and was the eldest of a family of
seven children, four of whom are now liv-
ing. When he was about a year and a
half old his parents removed to Daven-
port, la., and there he spent the years of
his childhood and early manhood. At the
age of 16 he taught school and later was
a student at lowa College at Grinnell, af-
ter leaving which he carried on his studi-
ous life on the farm. He was married
to Miss Mary Pardee on September 4,
1856, and to them were born nine chil-
dren, seven of whom are still living. They
are Mrs. Nettie Snow of Santa Barbara,
€al., Mrs. Jessie Sweeting and Mrs.
Olive Jones, wife of Dr. J. T. Jones,
president of the Missouri State Medical
Association and member of the legisla-
ture of that state, of Queen City, Mo.;
Charles Baker, of Omaha; H. Greeley Ba-
ker and Miss Katie E. Baker of Harlan,
and James Arthur Baker, principal at
schools at Harrah, Okla.; Edwin P. Ba-
ker and M. Louise Baker, deceased.

Mr. Baker studied law and was ad-
mitted to the bar in Davenport in 1859,
practicing his profession in Scott county
until rendered incapable by increasing
deafness, due to serious injuries sus-
tained as a soldier in the Civil war. He
enlisted at the opening of the Civil war,

, serving a term of three years lacking a
few days. He was present and partici-
pated in the battles of Prairie Rose, Port
Gibson, and others. In 1870 he removed
with his family to Wilson county, Kan.,
remaining there for five years, when he
came to the southern part of Shelby
county, and then to a farm near lrwin
in this county in 1889. Here he lived
the quiet life of a farmer and did much
of his literary work before retiring and
coming to Harlan in 1900, where he re-
sided until the time of his death.

Mr. Baker was a man of most sympa-
thetic nature, thought to be eccentric by
many who failed to comprehend him, but
recognized as possessing decided philo-
sophical tendencies, and, withal, a man
of great versatility of mind in religion,
philosophy, literature, and metaphysics.
He had been essentially a student all his
life, total deafness in his later years ren-
dering him incapable of ready converse
with his fellows, and causing him to con-
tinue with increasing interest in the quiet
of his well-selected library that study
which had been the passion of his life of
subjects which embraced the whole field
of human thought and endeavor and
which ran the entire gamut of human his-
tory.

His poems embrace his chief literary
productions and have found expression in
many of the leading publications of this
country. Some Yyears ago he furnished
for the Chicago Inter-Ocean nearly 3,000
puzzle poems iu the form of rebuses and
acrostics. As a literary writer he includ-
ed among his intimate friends some of
the noted people of the country. He car-
ried on a long correspondence with the
famous lawyer and scholar, Gapt. Wil-
liam P. Black of Chicago, in verse. He
was attracted to Eugene F. Ware (iron-
¢fuill) of Kansas by writing a parody on
his famous “Washerwoman.” Later,
when Ware became commissioner of pen-
sions, they continued their correspond-
ence in verse for a long period.

The children of this versatile man have
manifested traits of the genius possessed
by him Edwin P. Baker, who djed at
the age of 34 years, had traveled over all
the known world, was conversant with
the classics and many of the modem
languages, being an expert in the Chinese
language and serving the nations
emment as the head of the Ch

partment in the customs servic it San
Francisco. It was here under 8 nom-
de-piume of Pak Qua Wun that | wrote
a marvelous series of articles oi 1 broad

range of Ch:inese subjects, from an intri-
cate examinafion of the literature of the
peoplle to a study of the malformation of
feet of C/illllfS6 TPIMPMN % ith X-ray
strations, which was published in the
Los Angeles Times. He likewise wrote
considerable verse and was, as well, a
musician, viol inmaker, bookbinder, illumi-
nator, and a painter.
M. Louise, while a teacher in public
schools of Ponca, Neb., died at the age

of 22, having then to her credit a volume
of excellent verse

AN ALLEGED MISJOINDER.
From Richard P. Verrail, Christian Scien- |
tist, New York.
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker—‘
Sir:  The title of your paper offers an as-
surance that yot win give us the YOr- |
tunity to enter a protest against the |
coupling of Ch- -tian Science among
“Popular Supei nt.v.on& of .be day.

In an article "by a Country Doctor," >a
your issue (f tie 5th inst.. Christian Sel-
ence is inctluded in the same category
with Faith., Charm, and Amulet Cures.
Hcodooism. ei  ail of which are ciassi-
tied as wixawvired delusions.'

Now it is my candid belief that our
irlCDu  he "Country Doctor" would never
have said any unkind
thing about Christian Science if he
really understood what it was. It is not
my purpose to find fault with your corre-
spondent nor to call him hard names, be-
cause | do not think he seriously means:
to do us any harm. 1 do feel, however,
that his statements kato rhelHnrfrt com
meat, and in the spirit of fair play | will
ask for permission to say a tew words in
reply.

Far from being a "delusion. * Christii-i
Science has come to the world co destroy
delusions. Nothing is more natural
ar more common in human nature than
the habit or believing that what a man
sees and feels must be regarded as sub-
stantial and teaL Christian Science un-
dertakes to show that mind is the umpire
which decides what the physical sensa-
tions really mean. Modem psychology
is showing conclusively that mind is the
primary cause £ all physical effects, and
our up-to-date physicists are daily an-
nouncing that “matter to che modern
scientists is not matter at all." in the
face of these signxneant xU the
times< we cannot go back to the dictum
of "A Country Doctor." But we must
advance with the times, and if by chance
some misunderstand the handwriting on
the wall and ignorantly refer to it as a
“popular superstition,” wa shall not lose

Jaith in the fulfilment of prophecy, nor
overlook the fact that material systems
of religion and medicine have been
weighed in the balances and found want-
iofi-

AN EVANGELIST HELD.

Robert L. Moore, an evangelist, who
resides at Garretts Ford, Pa., was held
in $500 bail for Court by Magistrate Scott
at the Central Police Court, Philadel-
phia, last month, charged with the lar-
ceny of pocketbooks, fountain pens, and
other stationery, valued at $148.80, from
the Central News Company, where he
was employed as a clerk.

NOT PROVED.

The Rev. Dr. Clarence B. Strouse, the
noted evangelist, who held a meeting and
later a Chautauqua in Bowling Green,
Ky., and who was charged with being
too intimate with a lady at Henderson-
ville, N. C., was tried in the latter city
and released, the proof not being suffi-
cient to convict him.

683
A NEW

CATECHISM

BY M. MANGASARIAN.

“A New E'- " taa enjoyed a re-
markable sale both in America and Eng-
land. George Jacob Holyoake, in his in-
troductlon fo the English edition of “A
New Catechism,” says: )

"A New Catechism™ Is the boidset, the
brightest, the most varied and informing
of any work of the kind extant. The
principal fields of human knowledge,
which the churches have fenced #round
with supernatural terrors, the Catechism
breaks Into, cherishing what Is fair and
showing what is deformed. The notes,
of which there are many, both ancient
and contemporary, are as striking as the
texL The book Is a cyclopedia of theol-
ogy and reason In a nutshell.

‘The author of this Catechism shows
good judgment in devising questions.
Answers without parade or pretension
come ?uickly and decisively, often Includ-
ing unforeseen Information, which has the

attraction of surprise. The answers do

not drag along like a heavily-laden team,
but flash like a of wireless teleg-
raphy, unhampered, unhindered, over

oceans of new thought As suitd the
celerity of the ago, these answers are ex-
pressed with brevity. Prodigality in
words impoverishes the giver and de-
proves the taste of the receiver. Mr. Man-
xasarfan. like Procion, conquers with few
men and convinces with few words,
There Is no better definition, says Lan-
dor, of a great captain or a great teach-
sr.”

Prof. C. 9. ¥ one of the foremost
mathematicians of the College of Paris,
in the Revue Phllosophlque, says this of
“A New €atechism:

"Admiration is too feeble a word to
express my opinion of A New Cate-
chism.’ . .1t 18 a marvelous manu-
al of rationalist philosophy and scientific
morality. To disseminate this work is
to aid the cause of European democrac
—the emancipation of the people. a
congratulate the French people tor the
op]p_ortunlty to read so beautiful and be-
neficent a work."

The New York Outlook, a seml-ortho-
dox publication. Lyman Abbott’s paper,
criticised "A New Catechism” by saying
that Its author, Mr. Mangasarlan, "was
guilty of bald literary falsehood.” This
started a_correspondence between Mr.
Mangasarian and the editors of The Out-
look. In his pamphlet. "Orthodox At-
tacks,” Mr. Mangasarlan has published
the correspondence of his answer to The
Outlook. Eve_r?/one ordering "A New
Catechism” will receive free, a copy of
this pamphlet

Price, Cloth, One Dollar
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

WHEREIN IS REVEALED THE RICH-
NESS OF HOLY WRIT IN HU-
MOROUS INCIDENT.

The Zoological Occurrence In the Garden
of Eden, with ita Lesson for Women—
The Experiences of Abraham, who
stood before Kings, and of Sarah, his
Wife, who went farther. Also the Ro-
lation of Lot to his Daughters’ Chll-
dren; the Words of lIsaiah, an old-time
Forecaster; the WindIng-up of Ananias;
the Exploits of Judge Samson, and
other'Amusing Narratives

Told by
W. A. CROFFUT, PH. D,
and embellished with 23 cuts by

MR. RYAN WALKER-
Price, 10 cents.  Fifteen Copies for $1.

THE TRUTH SEEKER PUBLISHING
COMPANY.

Sixty-two Vesey Street, New York.

HOW CHRISTIANITY BEGAN

Date and Place of the New
Theological Evolution....

The personality of Jesus—When was he
bom, how old was he when he began his
mission, and how long did it last? The
gospels and the Acts—Doctrines intro-

uced by the Fathers—Small part in
church history played by the apostles.

By WILLIAM BIRNEY.
Price, 7 cents. The Truth Seeker Co.
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THE MASTER'S MASTERPIECE

By DANIEL K. TENNEY
PRICE 10 CENTS.

A criticism of the “Sermon on the
Mount,” deemed the masterpiece of Je-
sus, the so-called Christ of the Christians,
and an oratorical effort labeled by them
the grandest thing in literature but
which Mr. Tenney shows to be defective
in about all ways a sermon can be.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

THE LOVE OF GOD AN
IMPOSSIBILITY

By DANIEL K. TENNEY
PRICE 10 CENTS.

The title explains the subject, and the
case is made clear.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

MODERN THEOLOGY AND IIS

IDEAL JESUS
BY DANIEL K. TENNEY.
PRICE 10 CENTS.

An examination and criticism of the
words of Jesus, the so-called Christ, as
given in the book named the New Testa-
ment

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

Secret of the East

By Prof. Felix L. Oswald.

Against Christianity Dr. Oswald finds
seven objections to lie with a force un-
shaken by all the efforts of all the theolo-
gians who have “expounded” its mys-
teries or “reconciled” with science its
plain and irreconciliable inconsistencies
and contradictions. No one, he says,
can overlook the facts that: 1. The rise
of the Christian faith corresponds with
the sunset of the great south-European
civilization; 2. That the zenith of its
power coincides with the midnight of
medieval barbarism; 3. That the decline
of its influence coincides with the sunrise
of a north-European civilization; 4. That
all the principal victories of Freedom and
Science have been achieved in spite oi
the church, and in the face of her open
hostility; 5. That the exponents of the
Christian dogmas persist in their hostil-
ity to the progress of all reform; 6. That
the worst enemies of political and intel-
lectual liberty were firm believers in
the dogmas of the New Testament; 7.
That among the contemporary nations of
the Christian world the most skeptical
ate the most civilized, while the most
orthodox are the most backward in free-
dom, industry, and general intelligence.

Cloth |1.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

Makes the Deaf
Hear Instantly

A Marvelous Invention. It Magnifies Sound.
Any Deaf Person Can Hear Without Effort.
Those Who Have Been Deaf for Years
Now Hear as Well as Ever.

It actually restores bearing to deaf ears as
surely as the telescoEe makes the invisible things
visible. You can hear with perfect ease and
you are restored to all the pleasures of society,
friends, church, theatre, etc.

The Acousticon does not pour a big, confusing
volume of sound into the ear. There is no un-
sightlx{ tube or trumpet. Leading churches in
New York, Chicago, Bqggton and many other cities
provide them for their deaf members. Mr. John
Wanamaker provides an Acousticon for every deaf
member of Bethany Presbyterian Church in Phila-
delphia. Rev. A. K. Deblols, of Chicago, says:
“My mother has not heard a sermon for twenty
ears. She heard my sermons on Sunday from

eginning to end.”

Deafness Is no longer a hopeless condition. If
you are afflicted come to our office and we will
prove this to you instantly at absolutely no
cost. If you cannot call write and we will
send yon full information and book of testi-
monials, some from people you know.

General Acoustic Co.

1266 BROADWAY, SUITE 809.
NEW YORK.

Largest Manufacturers of Instruments for
Deaf.

8t40.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Freethinker, lawyer of good standing,
literary tastes, fond of home life, wishes
to marry lady of similar tastes and ten-
dencies, possessing some means.

Address “PAINE,"
Truth Seeker Office.
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| Boys and Girls,
» YOUNG AND OLD.
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Edited by MISS SUSAN H. WIXON,
Fall River,” Mass.

“Between the dark and the daylight,
When the night is beginning ‘to lower,

Comes a pause In the day’s occupations
That is known as the Children’s Hour.”

Summer in Winter.

But still for Summer dost thou grieve':

Then read our Poets—they shall weave

A garden of green fancies still,

Where thy wish may rove a't will.

They have kept for after treats

The essences of summer sweets,

And echoes of its songs that wind

In endless music through the mind:

They have stamp’d in visible traces

The “thoughts that breathe,” in words
that shine—

The flights of soul in sunny places—

To greet and company with thine.

These shall wing thee on to flow'rs—

The past or future, that shall seem

All the brighter in thy dream

For blowing in such desert hours.

The summer never shines so bright

As thought of in a winter’s night;

And the sweetest, loveliest rose

Is in_tge bud before it blows.

Dream thou then, and bind thy brow
With wreath of fancy roses now,

And drink of Summer in the cup
Where the Muse hath mixed it up;

The “dance, and song, and sun-burnt

mirth,”
With the warm nectar of the earth:
Drink, ’twill glow in every vein,
And thou halt dream the winter
through:

Then waken to_the sun again,
And find thy Summer Vision true!
—Thomas Hood.

A Dauntless Man of Science.
BY JEROME STANFIELD.

No one need be reminded that the mere
ascent of .Mont Blanc is a serious physi-
cal feat for a strong' man in prime con-
dition, with a steady head, and provided
with trustworthy ropes and first class
guides and porters. The tremendous crest
is swept by fierce blizzards even in mid-
summer; and no man has yet fathomed
the eternal ice and snow on that bald
dome. Moreover, the mountain has cost
hundreds of climbers their lives. 1 men-
tion these points to emphazise the as-
tonishing feat of carrying up all the ne-
cessary building material for a fully
equipped astronomical and meteorologi-
cal observatory, and then erecting this
on the summit, nearly sixteen thousand
feet above sea level. Surely here is a
romance of enthusiastic science!

The idea was due to Dr. J. Janssen of
Paris, director of the observatory at Meu-
dpn and president of the French Acad-
emy of Sciences. He made many ascents
to carry on spectroscopic observations,
and many times nearly lost his life on the
way.

Crawling over steep ice slopes, suffer-
ing severely from mountain sickness,
Janssen and his guides would climb pain-
fully to the summit of the dome. Here
the doctor, half frozen in mid August,
and barely able.to stand erect in the fu-
rious icy gale, looked down on a pano-
rama that enchanted him and made him
resolve atall costs to establish an observ-
atory on so novel a point. Dr. Janssen
was much struck with the advantages to
science that might be expected from as-
tronomical and meteorological work in so
pure an atmosphere. On his return to
Paris he communicated his views to the
Academy of Sciences.

Funds were soon forthcoming. Prince
Roland Bonaparte, Baron Adolphe de

Rothschild, and the President of France
himself supported Janssen. A prelimin-
ary survey, however, showed no visible
rock on the storm swept dome; where-
upon it was calmly proposed to build
upon the snow. This idea was recelvod
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with almost universal incredulity. Those
best acquainted with the glaciers of the
mighty peak thought it altogether impos-
sible to establish «. building on-the sum-
mit, since the immense thickness of the
snowy crust would prevent foundations
from ever being obtained on solid rock.

But soon the great engineer Eiffel, of
Tower fame, came on the scene and said
he was ready to construct an observa-
tory on the very apex of Mont Blanc,
provided a rock foundation could be
found not more than fifty feet below the
snow’s surface. Eiffel further said he
would pay for all the preliminary opera-
tions. Now it happens that rocks do out-
crop on three different sides of the sum-
mit, no great distance below it. Eiffel in-
structed M. X. Imfeld, a well known
Swiss surveyor, and the latter soon had
a horizontal gallery driven into the snow
forty-nine feet below the summit, and on
the French side. Imfeld also employed as
director of the workmen Frederic Payot,
one of the ablest and most experienced
of all the Chamonix guides (he had made
over a hundred ascents).

A wooden hut that could be taken to
pieces and transported easily was made
below in the famous climbing village,
and this was to form the entrance to the
tunnel, as well as a protection for the
men. It was erected, all its sections
numbered, then taken down again, weigh-
ed, and divided into loads. These were
distributed among the most skilful and
robust of all the mountain porters—meh
not likely to suffer from giddiness or
mountain sickness.

Imfeld kept an interesting diary of the
strange ascent of that house. On August
15th the last section reached the summit.
A position for the tunnel’s mouth was
determined, and the workmen began to
clear away the snow and blast the ice to
erect the hut. All had a pretty bad time,
however. The men struck for thirty
francs ($6) a day, chiefly because they
suffered badly from frost bite. The tunnel
advanced only five or six yards a day.
Sometimes the furious winds blew the
workmen over ice precipices, and they
would have been dashed to pieces had
they not been carefully roped together.
Five days later while they were resting
on the Petit Plateau, an ice avalanche
fell and killed three men. The rest grad-
ually deserted' through mountain sick-
ness, or because no resident doctor was
maintained. Later on Dr. Jacottet of
Chamonix volunteered his services gratu-
itously. This unfortunate man suddenly
became ill and died in delirium at the
summit.

Finally, after the gallery had been driv-
en ninety-six feet without finding any-
thing more rocky than a prune stone,
Eiffel retired from the undertaking. Dr.
Janssen, however, had the gallery carried
on by Payot another seventy-five feet,
and then he too abandoned the quest, and
decided after all to build on snow.

But the question was, Would the ob-
servatory in such case sink or swim?
An interesting experiment to answer this
was carried out at Meudon. A column of
lead weighing seven hundred and ninety-
two pounds, but only one foot in diame-
ter, was placed on piled-up snow brought
to the density of that on Mont Blanc's
crest. The lead sank less than one inch,
and thereupon Dr. Janssen decided to go
ahead.

The little building that acted as a pion-
eer was six feet high, and to the doctor’s
bewilderment it showed signs of subsi-
dence after two seasons. He was not
dismayed, however, and the construction
of the observatory proper, partly of iron
and partly of wood, went forward at Meu-
don, near Paris. The following year it
was constructed, and then taken to pieces
and forwarded to Chamonix. Here a big
caravan was fitted out under the trusty
Frédéric Payot, and by the end of the

season one-quarter of the material had
been advanced to a little patch of rock,
the Petits Rochers Rouges, seven hundred
and fifty feet below the summit. The
early part of the following season was
occupied in digging out the most advanc-
ed camp, then buried under thirty-five
feet of snow. At last, however, the mate-
rial was hauled to the summit dome by
little windlasses, and was swiftly erected
by men who had thoroughly rehearsed
the work down in the valley.

A couple of days of hard work inside ren-
dered the little building habitable, and then
Doctor Janssen himself ascended with an
energy, courage, and tenacity altogether
amazing considering he was a man of
seventy and so badly lame that he could
walk only with difficulty on even ground.
On three separate occasions the daunt-
less scientist was hauled to the summit
in a sledge. And in places he was put
carefully in a sling and hauled up ter-
rific rock walls and ice pinnacles by
means of the windlass.

The principal instrument used in the
Janssen observatory is called a meteoro-
graph, which was constructed by Richard
of Paris at a cost of thirty-seven hundred
and fifty dollars. It registers barometric
pressure, maximum and minimum tem-
peratures, the direction and force of the
wind, and so on. It is. most ingeniously
put in movement bY a weight of two hun-
dred pounds, which descends about twen-
ty feet and- is calculated to keep every-
thing going for eight months—the length
of time which it is contemplated it may
sometimes be left to itself.

Until this establishment was comple-
ted, the lowest winter temperature of
Mont Blanc was unknown. It was found,
however, that the mercury descended to
forty-five degress below zero at Least. A
big telescope was sent up a few seasons
ago; and now very-valuable-work is being
done for France, Switzerland, and lItaly,
all of which nations are directly interest--
ed in the maintenance of the world’s
highest observatory,—Sunday Tribune.

Her Week for Telling the Truth.

It was in a Washington Sunday school.
The sweet girl teacher had been telling
her class of bright-faced youngsters about
the life of Christ, and at the conclusion
of her recital she told the children- that
she wanted each one to promise to try
to live like Christ for the ensuing week.

“How many of you,” she asked, “will
earnestly try to live as did the savior
until we meet here again next Sunday?”

Every little listener raised an affirma-
tive hand save one—a chubby girl, the
pride and joy of the teacher’s heart.

“Why, Susie!” said the teacher in a
pained tone, “I counted on you so. Aren’'t
you going to dhow yourself as true a
Christian as your classmates? Won't
you try to be like the savior as the
others have promised?”

Tears of disappointment and mortifica-
tion crowded to Susie’s eyes.

“Dear Miss Kate,” she almost sobbed,
“l should love to do what you want, but
I can’t possibly be like the savior this
week. | have promised aunty to be like
George Washington.”—Washington Star.

fmprudent

When mother boxes Mary’s ears,
She stands in tears and blubbers;
O foolish child, to stand in tears
Without a pair of rubbers. )
—Harper’'s Magazine.

Friday.

Hicks—“Talk about Friday being an
unlucky day! George Washington was
born on Friday; the Declaration of In-
dependence was signed on Friday, and
the Battle of Bunker Hill was fought on
Friday.”

Wicks—“Well, all that was unlucky for
the British, wasn’t it?”—Somerville Jour-
nal.



Everyday Shakespeare.

Users of every day catch-words are con-
stantly quoting that ubiquitous person,
Shakespeare. “Dead as a door-nail,”
"long and short of it." "getting even,”
“tagrag,” “birds of a feather,” "that's
flat,” "mum,” "scarecrow,” "solid," "milk-
sop," "loggerhead,” "bag and baggage,”
“a mere song,” "dancing attendance,”
“send 'him packing,” "kill with kindness,”
“Greek to me,” "111 wind that blows no
good,"” “give and take,” "an eyesore,"
and "the man in the mooin,” are alll his.—
Indianapolis News.

Hopeful Outlook.

A friend in San Francisco met a cheer-
ful Irish citizen who had plainly suffered
all that was the fate of the hardest hit.
“Well, Pat, how are you making out?”

“Oh, O'm on me uppers yet, but I
have a fine job in Honnolulee, and fare
paid; | sail to-morry.”

‘aSure man, you'll never be able to
work there. The temperature is a hun-
dred in the shade.”

Pat had endured too much cheerfully
to be discouraged. “Well,” he replied
hopefully, “I'll not be worruking in th’
shade all th’ time.”

The Subject Interested Her

Sir Robert Ball, author of the “Earth’s
Beginning,” had delivered a lecture on
“Sun Spots arid Solar Chemistry.” A
young lady who met him expressed her
regret at having missed the lecture.
“Well,” he said, “l don't know as you’'d
have been particularly interested. It
was all -about sun spots.” “Why,” she
replied, “it Would have interested me
exceedingly. | have been a martyr to
freckles all my life.”—Bellman.

Lectures and Meetings.

Liberty Congregation. John Russell
Coryell speaks Sunday mornings at 11
O'clock in Lyric Hall, near Forty-second
street, New York.

The Brooklyn Philosophical Associa-
tion meets every Sunday afternoon at 3
o’clock in Long Island Business College,
So. Eighth street, between Bedford and
Driggs avenues, Brooklyn. Program:

Oct. 27,—“The Riddle of Existence.” By
Edward Dobson.
Liberal Art Society. Mr. Platon

Brounoff, director. Meets at Terrace Ly-

ceum, 206 East Broadway, Friday even-

ings at 8 o’clock.

Oct. 25—"Marriage or Free Union.” By
John Russell Coryell.

Advanced Thought-Lectures. By Henry
Frank, Sunday mornings at 11 o’clock,
in Lotus Hall, 115 West 79th street, near
Columbus avenue. Program:

Oct. 27.—“Evolution of an Ideal, or The

Secret of Beauty.”

Nov. 3—"“Conquest of Environment, or

The Secret of Happiness.”

Nov. 10.—“Cosmic Sympathy, or The Se-
cret of Love."
Nov. 17—“Mental Equilibrium, or The

Secret of Health.”

Nov. 23.—“Social Service, or The Secret
of Success.”

The Harlem Liberal Alliance meets Fri-
day evenings at ?:30 at 100 West 116th
street. Program:

Oct. 25—"The Story of My Life." By

Sadikichi Hartmann.

The Washington Secular League holds
meetings open to the public Sunday after-
noons at 3 o’clock in Pythian Temple,
1012 Ninth street, N. W. Program:
Oct. 27—"Life.” By J. W. Nigh.

Nov. 3—"Liberty." By Chas. F. Nesbit.
Nov. 10.—“Can We Prolong Life Through

Electricity?” By W. D. McKenzie.
Nov. 17—“The Compensation of the
Sower.” By Geo. A. Warren.

Nov. 24—“The Real and the Ideal.” By
Maurice Pechin.

THE BOSTON FREETHOUGHT SOCI-
ETY meets in 'the Paine Memorial Hall,
ApBIeton street, on Sunday, at 3 P. M.
J. P. Bland is resident speaker. The
Truth Seeker for sale at the door.

CORRESPONDENCE WANTED.
Progressive thinker, Physical' Culturldt
(86), tall, well formed, good appearaance,
would correspond with young lady.
FraEk Drexel, 566 Brook avenue. New
York,
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WAS
ABRAHAM LINCOLN

A CHRISTIAN?

More than three hundred pages given
to a consideration of this question in
John E. Remsburg’s

SIX HISTORIC AMERICANS

Large 12mo. Price $1.25.
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY.

The Holy Cross Series

THE AWFUL DISCLOSURES OF
MARIA MONK, as exhibited in a nar-
rative of her sufferings during her resi-
dence of five years as a novice, and two
ears as a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu

unnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any
antl-Catholic book published has created
more excitement, and such a circulation
as this work. To counteract its effects
the Catholics circulated a story that Ma-
ria Monk was “no better than she should
be," but investigation disclosed that her
“child of shame” was none other than
the child of her priest seducer. Paper,
50 cents; cloth, 75 cents.

THE CONFE88IONAL. By W. Stew-
art Ross. Being an Exposure of that in-
famous’religious rite. Contents: Licen-
tiousness of the Pre-Reformation Church
Lechery of the Confessional. The Priest
in Absolution. Confessions of the Es-
caped Nun. Extracts from Dens and Li-
guori. Examination of the Church’s
Claim to have Fostered Learning. Her
Attempts at Continency even More Ruin-
ous than her Self-Indulgence. The Rela-
tive Criminal Statistics of Catholicism
and Protestantism. Price 25 cents.

FIFTY YEARS IN THE CHURCH OF
ROME. With portrait of the author, and
other illustrations. 43d edition. 8 vo.,
cloth, $2.25. . )

“No one can read this book without
being grateful to the heavenly Father for
prolongm? the life of this faithful ser-
vant until he had seen the errors of the
Church of Rome and exposed them con-
scientiously, mercilessly.”—New  York
Observer.

PRIEST IN ABSOLUTION. A Criti-
cism and Denunciation, with a review of
the system of Confession, including co-

ious extracts from a late Infamous pub-
ication, from the Confessional Un-
masked. Paper, 15 cents.

PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED. A
lecture by the Rev. George Townsend
Fox, of Durham, England. Revised Ameri-
can edition, showing the result in par-
ishes of the Roman decree that priests
shall not marry. Paper 15 cents.

THE PRIEST, THE WOMAN AND
THE CONFESSIONAL. The Confessions
of Mothers, Sisters, and Brothers. Over
Forty Thousand Already Sold. By
Father Chinlquy, Author of “Fifty Years
in the Church of Rome.” Its revelations

are sensational and appalling. The work

is conceded by the pulpit and press of
the country to be the best authority upon
the confessional. Its author ha? done
good service in the cause of Protestant-
ism, and he speaks from a personal ex-
perience in the workings of the Roman
Catholic Church, where ne held high po-
sition. Contents: |. The Struggle Before
the Surrender of Womanly Self-respect
in the Confessional. . Auricular Con-
fession is a deep pit of perdition for the
priest. Ill. The Confession is the Mod-
ern Sodom. IV. How tne vow of celi-
bacy is made easy by Auricular Confes-
sion. V. The Highly-educated and re-
fined woman in the Confessional—\What
becomes of her after her unconditional
surrender—Her irreparable ruin. VI. Au-
ricular Confession destroys all the sacred
ties of marriage and human society. VII,
Should Auricular Confession be tolerated
among civilized nations? VIII. Does Au-
ricular Confession brin% Xeace tc the
soul? 1X. The Dogma of Auricular Con-
fession a sacrilegious imposture. X
Some of the matters on which the priest
of Rome must question his penitents.

Price $1.
SIS‘PER LUCY AND HER AWFUL
DISCLOSURES  RESPECTING NEW
HALL CONVENT, Boreham, Essex, Eng-
land. Showing that convents are inimi-
cal to chastity, virtue, and freedom. Pa-
per, 10 cents.
THE SECRET INSTRUCTIONS OF
THE JESUITS. Our reprint is from an
edition of 1723, of which the Society of
Jesuits on the Continent purchased and
suppressed all the copies obtainable. The
work is redolent of Jesuit craft and is a
plalu index to the chicanery, dishonesty,
and underhand working of that order
against the welfare of individuals and so-
ciety. Price, 1b cents.
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BIBLE

By John E. Remsburg

Eleven Chapters on the Authenticity of the Bible
Thirteen on the Credibility of the Bible—Ten on the
Morality of the Bible, with an Appendix of unan-
swerable Arguments Against the Divine Origin and in
Favor of the Human Origin of the Bible: ; ;
Twenty-six pages of Index, enabling the reader to
refer in an instant to any authority quoted or Argu-
ment used by the author.

The book makes some five hundred pagev and printed handsome-
ly _n heavy paper, with wide margins.

Price, ii-25 net. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

A Prose Poem. By Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll. This world-famous mno-
ograph Is without its peer in literature. It is a gem without
a flaw. The engraver's and printer’'s art have blended
strength and beauty in their work, faithfully producing the
dual portrait of Colonel Ingersoll and Grandchild, and en-
twining a wild rose bolle» about it and the text, makin? alto-
gether an exquisite work ol art, suitable for elegant frame,

for parlor, easel, or mantel.

Printed and lithographed in color and signed in autograph facsimile
on heavy cardboard, size 124x16 inches. Sent by mail, carefully
wrapped, on receipt of price, 50 cents.

A Prose Poem. By CoL Robert 6. Ingersoll. Printed upon heavy card
paper, with a photograph of the author and. his grandchil-
dren and a handsome bunch of Howers in colors. To the

! Qy W ’ selection is appended a iac-simile of the signature of Col.
w onel'-tnge'rs-ofﬁ Liberals will want this picture fo» franai»»

It is the work of an artist at photograph ac.

and the effect is striking and beautifnL  Size 12x16; price, 50 cents.

THE CREED Generally called Religion.” Printed on heavy enam-

LIFE,

eled card, ilinairaied. A companion piece to Life. Price.
OF SCIENCE. 50 ceHa.
, A fac-simile of the original manuscript as written b
THE BIRTH-PLACE CoI_8 InIgDersoIIdin trrlle Burns*CoItt?jge at Aylri Aug. 1d,
1578.  Printed on. heavy enameled paper, illustrated.
I OF BURNS. Price, SO cents.
| Admitted by all to he the most marvelous piece of patriotic word paint-
ing that aver issued from the lips of man. Printed on IS
leaves (10x114). 13 of which are exquisitely illustrated in

A VISION colors by the well-known artist, Mr. Harry A. Ogden, whose
reputation is unequaled tn work of this description. Mr. Og-
| OF WAR den was #mp iyed by the government to illustrate the cele-

brated work on the Historical Uniforms of the U. S. Army,
and is at present on the staff of Harper’s, Scribner's, and
\ the Centur¥ Magazines. The title page ia embellished by two handsome

portraits of Colonel Ingersoll, one as the soldier, taken in 1862, as Col-
[ onel of the 11th Illinois Cavalry, and the other as the lawyer and orator
in 1S77. The leaves are fastened together by ribbons in the national col-
ors. Every patriot, every lover of liberty, should possess this incompar-
able production. Price, postpaid, $L

Printed and pictured magnificently. The Set $1.50. Send for them to
Not sold separately except at list price of each.
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 62 Vesey St., New York.

THE CRIMES OF PREACHERS

The seventh edition of this “Miserable, God-dishonoring” book, as one preacher
called it, is now ready for delivery. The additions are so voluminous that the price
has been increased to 35 cents.

MThere ia an increasin% number of
Doctors of Divinity in the United States
who have committed crimes or immorali-
ties."—Christian Advocate, New York,
March 4, 1897.

“The number of ministerial crimes is rapidly intreasing. —Christian Advocate

May 18, 1899.

These statements of the Christian Ad-
vocate are true—too true, and pity, 'tie,
'tie true.

Price of Crimes of Preachers, 35 cents per copy.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER
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Robert G.
Complete Works.

Dresden Edition.

Ingersoll’s

This is the only edition of Colonel In-
gersoll’'s Complete Works in print. It is
published with the authority and under
the supervision of his family, from his
manuscripts, notes, and literary memo-
randa.

Twelve octavo volumes, containing
from five hundred to six hundred pages
each, handsomely illustrated with Pho-
togravures, Etchings, and Half Tones.
Pictures of Colonel ‘Ingersoll from_young
manhood to old age; pictures of his vari-
ous homes, autographs, etc.

Nearly half of the volumes are filled
with new matter, and what is practically
new matter. One entire volume is de-
voted to Interviews, and another to legal
speeches. All of his famous speeches
are, of course, given entire, and for the
first time his first lecture—on “Prog-
ress"—and another on Robert Burns, are
to be had. In collectinP the matter for
these volumes the tamily was solicitous
to get all, and spent many months in
gathering it. All the matter originally
published in and by The Truth Seeker
Is included in these volumes. Lectures,
Interviews, Discussions, Prose Poems, Le-
al Speeches, Tributes, Funeral Ad-
resses, ~that tagnificent poem *“The
Declaration_of the Free,” and the little
verses on Robert Burns, all, everything,
is Included.

Every Freethinker Should Have These |

Books on His Shelves to Read In

His Leisure Hours, as the Pious
Read the Bible.

The color of the cloth binding is the
favorite one of Ingersoll, olive green. The
books have paper label backs. They are |
printed on_finest laid rag paper, wide
margins, gilt top, uncut edges, square
backs, and bound library style. They are
mechanically worthy of the splendid ge- |
nius of the author.

PRICE: CLOTH, DELIVERED, $30;
THREE-QUARTER LEVANT, $60.

wnrilcS in
> W1 111 |

Separate Volumes.

Latest. At
In “Ingersoll

Address on Thomas Paine.
Chickering Hall, New York.
to the Clergy.* 25 cents.

About the Holy Bible. A large and
handsome pamphlet. Paper, 25 cents.

Address Before the New York Uni-
tarian Club. In “Ingersoll to the Clergy.”
Paper, 25 cents.

dvice to Parents to Keep Children
from Church and Sunday-school.  Four
page tract. 10 cents per dozen.

A Few Reasons for Doubting the In-
spiration of the Bible. Paper, 10 cents.

Bible Not a Moral Guide. 5 cents.

Birthplace of Burns, The. A poem, for
framing, 50 cents.

Blas hemY. Argument in the Trial of
C. B. Reynolds, at Morristown, N. J. This
is the greatest argument ever made in a
case of this kind, and will be a model for
the bar so long as the Christians use force
to repress free speech. Its legal acumen is
unsurpassed, its eloquence never equaled
in a trial for “blasphemy.”  Wherever
Christian persecution is giomg_ on this
argument should be freely circulated,
read to the Christians, and expounded on

every occasion. Cloth, 50 cents. Paper,
25 cents. o
Brooklyn Divines (to the). In “Inger-
soll to the Clergy.” 25 cents. . i
Christian Religion (the). A Discussion

between Colonel Ingersoll and Judge Jere-
miah Black of Pennsylvania Cloth, 50
cents. Paper, 25 cents. )

Civil_Rights Speech. With speech of
Hon. Frederick Douglass. Paper, 10

nts.
Creed of Science. éGeneraIIy called
“My Religion."™) Printed on heavy enam
eled card, illustrated In colors. 50 cents.

Crimes Against Criminals. A Speech
delivered before the New York State Bai
Association. Paper, 15 cents.

Declaration of Independence and Vlslon-
of War. We have put into a neat pamph-
let Ingersoll’s Declaration speech, with
fancy colored cover, and a portrait of the
speaker. We have included also the “Vis’
lon of War.” which many have desired
to have In compact and cheap form to
hand to friends. The “Declaration of In-
dependence” is the centennial oration de-
livered July 4, 1876, at Peoria, Ill., and the
“Vision of War" is an extract from a
speech delivered at the %oldiers reunion
at Indianapolis, in September of the same
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Gems of Thought.

The misfortunes hardest to bear are
those which never come.

When a scholar graduates from a
teacher the teacher is glad and rejoices
to think that the scholar can do without
him. Do preachers congratulate them-
selves and the individual when a person

raduates from the church? Not exact-
y—instead they probably call him bad
names and declare he is lost—Elbert
Hubbard.

Civilized nations, especially at the

resent day, are not elevated or debased

y the good or evil fortune of a captain,
and their specific weight in the human
family results from something more than
a battle. Their honor, dignity, enlighten-
ment, and genius are not numbers which
those gamblers, heroes, and conquerors,
can stake in the lottery of battles. Ver
often a battle lost is progress gained,
and less of glory and more of liberty.
The drummer is silent and reason speaks.
—Victor Hugo.

Now the joys of the road are chiefly
these:

A crimson touch on the hardwood trees;

A vagrant’'s morning wide and blue.

In early fall when the wind walks, too;

A- shadowy highway cool and brown,

Alluring up and enticing down,

From rippled water to dappled swamp,

The outward eye, the quiet will,

From purple glory to scarlet pomp;

And the striding heart from hill to hill;

The tempter apple over the fence;

The cobweb bloom on the yellow quince;

The palish asters along the wood;

A lyric touch of the %olitude

These are the joys of the open road

For him who travels without a load.
—Bliss Carman.

There has never been upon the earth
a generation of free men and women.
It 1s not yet time to write a creed. Wait
until the chains are broken—until dun-
geons are not regarded as temples. Wait
until solemnity is not mistaken for wis-
dom—until mental cowardice ceases to
be known as reference. Wait until the
living are considered the equals of the
dead—until! the cradle takes precedence
of the coffin. Wait until what we know
can be spoken without regard to what
others may believe. Wait until teachers
take the place of preachers—until fol-
lowers become investigators. Wait until
the world is free before you write a
creed. In this creed there will be but
one word: Liberty.—Ingersoll.

I can see the church of the future. We
will use some of the old customs. Christ-
mas will be for us the winter solstice;
the feast of St. John the summer sol-
stice. Easter will be the resurrection of
Nature from its long winter sleep; Mi-
chaelmas will close the summer. Sunday,
the day of rest,, will remain as such;
but instead of cultivatin? on that day
some mystic faith, it will be a day for
the spreading of knowledge. ~The
churches will' not be filled with the pic-
tures of saints and with crucifixes; they
will be ornamented with artistic repre-
sentations from the inexhaustible store-
houses of Nature. And in place of the
high altar there will be a “Urania,” which
will show the movements of the celestial
bodies, and at the same time the omnipo-
tence of the eternal substance law.—
Ernst Haeckel.

Humor.
Humor dwells with sanity,
Truth and common sense.
Humor is humanity,
Sympathy intense.

Humor always Iau%hs with you,
Never at you; she

Loves the fun that's sweet and true.
And of malice free;

Paints the picture of the fad.
Folly of the day,

As it is, the good and bad.
In a kindly way.

There behind her smiling mien,,
In her twinkling eyes,

Purpose true is ever seen.
Seriousness lies.

Her the tender mother's touch
Easing all distress:
Teaching, e’en though smiling much;
Moulding with caress.
—John Kendrick Bangs.

year, beginning, “The past rises before
me like a dream.” Paper, 10 cents.

Declaration of the Free. Ingersoll’s last
poem. On board, size 12%xI6 (for man-

| tel, wall, or easel). 50 cents.

Devil (The). A lecture (1899). If the
| Devil should die, would God make an-
other? Paper, 25 cents.

Essays and Criticisms. Contents: Why
Am | an Agnostic? Huxley and Agnosti-
cism. Ernest Renan. Count Tolsto%/ and
the Kreutzer Sonata. Paper, 25 cents.

Faith That Surely Wanes. This is
Colgnel Ingersoll's commentary on the
Fast Day Proclamation of Governor Rol-
lins of New Hampshire, which caused a
wide discussion on the vanishing belief
and influence of Christianity. 4 cents.

Field-Ingersoll Discussion. In 1888
the Rev. Dr. Henry M. Field wrote an
open letter to Colonel Ingersoll, with the
intent to convert him. The letter was
published in the “North American Re-
view," and was replied to by the person
addressed. Cloth, 50 cents. Paper, 25
cents.

Foundations of Faith. A Considera-
tion of the Old and New Testaments, and
the Doctrines upon which the Christian
Religion is founded. Large and hand-

some pamphlet. Price 25 cents.

God in the Constitution. In “Inger-
soll to the Clerﬂy.” 25 cents.

Great Ingersoll’ Controversy (The). The
Famous Christmas Sermon by Colonel
Ingersoll, the heated replies of the min-
isters, and Colonel Ingersoll’s rejoinders
to the same. Paper, 25 cents.

How to Reform Mankind.
cents.

Indianapolis Clergymen (to the).
“Ingersoll to the Clergy.” 25 cents.

Ingersoll - Gladstone  Controversy.
When the Field-Ingersoll Controversy
closed in the “North American Review,”
the Christians felt that their champion
had been very badly worsted in argu-
ment, and the publishers of the “Review”
engaged the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone
to attempt to rehabilitate the Presby-
terian creed. He wrote a long letter to
Colonel Ingersoll, to which the latter re-
plied at length, and, it is generally
agreed, complet_eI?{ demolished the great-
est controversialist Christianity could
produce. Cloth, 50 cents.

_Ingersoll Catechized. By a San Fran-
cisco Reporter. 3 cents.

Ingersoll on McGlynn. :

Ingersoll to the Clergy. His Answers
to their Questions and Criticisms. Re-
plies to the clergy of Indianapolis who
asked him questions; to the Brooklyn

ministers who criticised statements made
in his_lectures; his Address before the
Unitarian Club in New York; his last
address on Thomas Paine; his paper on
God in the Constitution. Paper, 25 cents.

Interviews on Talmage.—Being Six In-
terviews with the Famous Orator on Six
Sermons by the Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage,
to which is added a Taimagian Cate-
chism.  Paper, 50 cents.

Is Suicide a Sin? Colonel Ingersoll’s
Famous Letters and Replies. from Em-
inent Men. With “Great Suicides of His-
tory" and Schopenhauer’s Essay. Paper,
25 cents. )

Lay Sermon. On the Labor Question.
Paper, 5 cents. ]

iberty for Man, Woman, and Child.

This lecture is gotten up in the handsome
style of *“Voltaire” and “Lincoln,” and
has as a frontispiece a fine photo-engrav-
ing of the Colonel and both his grandchil-
dren, Eva and Robert, the little fellow
upon his knee, and Eva in her high chair.
It is a pretty picture, and the Colonel’s
millions of friends will take pleasure in
it Tn this pamphlet is also the Colonel’s
Tribute to 'his Brother, which so many
have desired to have in convenient form.
Paper. 25 cents.

iberty In Literature. Testimonial to
Walt Whitman. *Let us put wreaths on
the brows of the living.” An address de-
livered in Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 1890, with
portrait of- Whitman. Containing also
Colonel In?ersoll’s address at the Fun-

Paper, 25

In

Paper, 3 cents.

eral of Walt Whitman, at Harleigh, Cam-
den, N. J., March 30, 1892. loth, 50
cents. Paper, 25 cents.

Life. A Prose-Poem. W.ith picture of
Colonel Ingersoll and Grandchild. In col-
or, on board, 12%xl6 (for mantel, wall,
or easel), 50 cents.

Limitations of Toleration. A Discus-
sion between R. G. Ingersoll, Hon. Fred-
erick R. Coudert, and ex-Governor Stevf-
art L. Woodford of New York. 10 cents

-Lincoln.  This is Colonel Ingersoll’s
great lecture, printed In a handsome
pamphlet, and containing the "Century’s”
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to be
the best extant. Paper, 25 cents. )

Love. Colonel 'Ingersoll's beautiful
words on Love. Printed on heavy enam-
eled card, illustrated in colors and por-
traits, companion piece to Life, for fram-
ing. 50 cents.

Mistakes of Moses (Some). Contents:

The Politicians, Man and Woman, The
Pentateuch, Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Thursday, He Made the Stars Also,
Friday, Saturday, Let Us Make Man,
Sunday, The Necessity for a Good Mem-
ory, The Garden, The Fall, Dampness,
Bacchus and Babel, Faith in_Filth, The
Hebrews, The Plagues, The Flight, Con-
fess and Avoid, Inspired Slavery, Mar-
riage, War, Religious Liberty, Conclusion.
Paper, 25 cents.

Oath Question (the).

Orthodox?/. One of the most admired
of Colonel Ingersoll’s lectures. Paper, 10
cents.

Photographs: R. G. Ingersoll (Cabinet),
25 cents. The Latest Portraits, by
Hollinger, March, 1897, are without doubt
the most wonderful examples of- art-pho-
tography ever produced. The large size,
% face or full profile, 24x30 inches, $25.
The small size % face or full profile, 11
xl4 inches, $5.

The Philosophy of Ingersoll. Selec-
tions from the lectures and writings of
Robert G. Ingersoll, with a biographical-
sketch of the author, edited and arranged
by Vere Goldthwaite. Handsomely print-
ed on Alexandria deckle-edge = paper.
Bound in heavy Bjornson boards, with
buckram back and gl;lt top. Price post-
aid, $1.65. In flexible Spanish leather,
oxed, $3.15.

Rome or Reason. Discussion between
Cardinal Manning and Colonel Ingersoll.
To which are added the Articles discuss-
ing the Question, “Is Divorce Wrong?” by

3 cents.

Cardinal Gibbons, Bishop Henry C. Pot-
ter, and Colonel Ingersoll. Price, cloth,
50 cents; paper, 25 cents.

Shakspere.  “An Intellectual ocean,

whose waves touched all the shores of
thought.” A lecture b¥ Ingersoll, with
likeness of Shakspere from the Kessel-
stadt death mask.

“A_powerful piece of literary and philo-
sophical criticism. _Ingersoll’s glowing
style, his forcible logic, and his acute dis-
crimination make his panegyric of the
Bard of Avon almost as interesting to
read as, no doubt, his lecture was in-
spirating to hear.”—The Stage. Paper, 25
cents. loth, 50 cents.

Some Reasons Why. Summary of Con-
tents: Some Reasons Why. uties to
God. Inspiration. God’s Experiment
with the Jews. Civilized Countries. A
Comparison_of Books. The New Testa-
ment. Christ’'s Mission. Eternal Pain.
Paper, 25 cents.

tage and Pulpit. An interview on the
comparative merits, and opinions bn the
trial of the Chicago Anarchists, the Cath-
olic Church, etc. Paper, 3 cents.

Superstition (1899). Pronounced one
of his very best lectures. Paper, 25
cents.

Thanksgiving Sermon. Book contains
also Colonel Ingersoll’'s Tribute to Henry
Ward Beecher. New lectures, 1897. Pa-
per, 25 cents.

The Truth. A lecture (1897).
25 cents.

The Truth of History. Comments on
the assertion b%/ an evangelist that Col-
onel Ingersoll had become a Christian,
had. admitted that Thomas Paine recant-
ed, and that his own children had joined
the church. Paper, 3 cents.

A Repl

Paper,

Thomas Paine’s Vindication.
to the .“New York Observer's” Attac
upon the Author-hero of the Revolution.
Paper, 15 cents.

Tribute to His Brother, Ebon C. Inger-
soll. In the pamphlet, “Liberty for Man,
Woman, and Child.” Paper, 25 cents.

Vision of War (a). Magnificently illus-
trated with thirteen colored lithograph

lates, by H. A. Ogden. One of the finest

ursts of oratory, one of the sublimest
Bleces of word painting, onr of the no-

lest prose poems In all of Ingersoll’s
works, and in all literature, is this “Vis-
ion of War.” Thousands have read it
and been moved to tears or enthusiasm.
There is nothing like it in the world;
for effectiveness it has no mate. The

ower of this masterpiece has been great-
y augmented, i
Plcturgs which have been made to illus-
rate it by Mr. H. A. Ogden and
with the text of the "Vision.”
tures are colored lithographs,
upon heavy paper, about ten by twelve
Inches in size. Of these plates, there are
thirteen, with two additional leaves upon
which the whole of the "Vision” la print-
ed for consecutive reading. One page
shows the author in uniform as colonel
of the Eleventh lllinois Cavalry in 1862,
and again in 1877, when he was at his
prime.. The artist was chosen by Col-
onel Ingersoll's publisher for this task
because of his facilities for gaining ac-
cess to the necessary material for the
illustration of war sCenes, and because
of his attainments in this special field.
The pictures were seen and approved by
Colonel Ingersoll before his death. Next

rinted
he pic-
printed

Some Mistakes of Moses, Free School's, [l to the beauty of the collectlop if tt$

ﬁerhags doubled, by the .
a

s



cheapness. The whole of the vision, with
Its grand and pathetic passages, Is ef-
fectively pictured by the artist. For a
gift nothing can surpass In beauty and
appropriateness these Illuminated plates.
he cost of all Is not above the worth of
each. Sent postpaid, complete, |1.

Vision of War and Declaration of Inde-
pendence. Paper, 10 cents.

Voltaire. “Voltaire was the greatest
man of his country, and did more to free
the human race than any other of the
sons of men.” W.ith portrait of Vol-
taire. A handsome pamphlet. Paper, 25
cents.

Walt Whitman. An Address.
Liberty In Literature.

What Is Religion? Ingersoll’s last pub-
lic address, delivered at the meeting of
the Free Religious Association in Boston
on June 2, 1899. To which Is appended
the poem, “Declaration of the Free,” the
last verse written by the great Freethink-
er. 6 cents.

What Must We Do to Be 8aved? An-
alyzes the so-called ﬂospels of Matthew,
ark, Luke, and John, and devotes a
chapter each to the Catholics, Episcopa-
lians, Methodists, Presbyterians, and
Evangelical Alliance, and answers the
question of the Christians as to what he
roposes instead of Christianity, the re-

See

igion pf sword and flame. Paper, 25
cents.
Why | Am An Agnostic. Lecture. Pa-

per, 25 cents.

Which Way? This lecture is a consid-
eration of the difference between the nat-
ural and the supernatural, with some rea-
sons why the former is the better way
to go. Perhaps no one of Colonel Inger-
soll’s orations has won more general ap-
plause from enlightened audiences than
this. It contains that most magnificent of

erorations, his visions—*This Was. This
s. This Shall Be." It is splendid. Pa-
per, 25 cents.

Why We Honor Thomas Paine. The
oration delivered by Colonel Ingersoll at
the Academy of Music, New York, on May
14, 1899, for the benefit of the Paine Bust

Fund. 10 cents.

Prose Poems
and Selections

BY ROBT. G. INGERSOLL.

A Handsome Octavo, Containing
Over 400 pages. The book
is designed for, and will be
accepted by, admiring friends
as a rare personal souvenir.

CONTENTS:

At a Child’'s GTave. Benefits for In-
juries. We Build. Tribute to the Rev.
Alexander Clark. The Grant Banquet.
Apostrophe to Liberty. A Tribute to John
G. Mills. The Wiarp and Woof. The
Cemetery. Originality. Then aDd Now.
Voltaire. Lazarus. 'What is Worship?
Humboldt. God Silent. Alcohol. Auguste
Comte. The Infidel. Napoleon. The Re-
public. Dawn of the New Day. Reform-
ers. The Garden of Eden. Thomas Paine.
The Age of Faith. Origin_of Religion.
The Unpardonable Sin. The Olive Branch
Free Will. The King of Death. The Wise
Man. Bruno. The Real Bible. Benedict
Spinoza. The First Doubt. The Infinite

orror. Nature. Night and Morning. The
Conflict. Death of the Aged. The Char-
;\%{ of Extravagance. Woman. The Sacred

irths. Inspiration. Re|I?IOUS Liberty oi
the Bible. The Laugh of a Child. The
Christian Night. My Choice. erl_:y? Imaﬁ-
ination.  Science.  If Death Ends All.
Here and There. How Long? Liberty.
Jehovah and Brahma. The Free Soil. Life.
Tribute to Henry Ward Beecher. Tribute
to Courtlandt Palmer. The Brain. Th<
Sacred Leaves. Origin and Destiny. What
is Poetry? My Position. Good and Bad.
The Miraculous Book. Orthodox Dotage.

The Abolitionists. Providence. The Man
Christ. The Divine Salutation. At the
Grave of Benjamin W. Parker. Fashion
and Beautx. Apostrophe to Science. El
Izur Wright. The Imagination. No Re
specter of Persons. braham Lincoln

he Meaning of Law. What is Blas
hemy? Some Reasons. Selections. Love.

he Birthplace of Burns, Ida Whiting
Knowles. "Art and Morality. Tribute to
Richard'H. Whiting. Mary H. Fiske

Horace Seaver. The Music of Wagner
Leaves of Grass. Vivisection. The Re-
public of Mediocrity.

Boards, gilt top, $1.50.

Address The Truth Seeker Company,
62 Vesey Street, New York, N. Y. |

The Truth Seeker. — October 26. 1907.

Not for

Respecting Her Oath.—"“Judge, will you
do me a great favor?" asked the lady
who was about to be put upon the stand
as a witness.

"Certainly miss; what is It?”

"Will you, please ask me my age be-
fore | take the oath?”—Yonkers States-
man.

Parsons.

No Consolation,—"Yes, it must be a
terrible thing to go through life with-
out your limb, but you must remember
it will be restored to you in the next
world.”

“l knows it well, mum, but dat don’t
encourage me, fer it wuz cut off when
I wuz a baby an’ it won’'t come widIn’ a
couple of foot of de ground.”—Life.

Take the Car Ahead.—General King
concluded his remarks at a recent ban-
quet with a tale about a man who was
going up some icy steps when he slip-
ped and fell to the bottom. On the way |
down he encountered a lady, who sat
down in his lap. As she showed no dis-1
position to rise when he reached the
foot of the flight he remarked _politele/:
“Excuse me, madam, but this is as far
as | go.”

Judicial Repartee.—Justice Jeremiah
Black of Pennsylvania, in reviewing a
case that came up from the court of his
old friend, Judge Moses Hampton, re-
marked, “Surely Moses must have been
wandering in the wilderness when he
made his decision,” and sent the case
back to the lower court Judge Hampton
on its second trial remarked that al-
though he would have to submit to high-
er authority, he still thought he was
right in spite of the “lamentations of
Jeremiah."

According to Scripture.—“Young man,”
said the clerical-looking customer to the
clerk at the book counter, “that purchase
of mine amounted to one dollar and fifty
cents, | believe.”

“Yes, sir.”

“Well, | gave you a two dollar bill at
least twenty minutes ago and | haven't
received my fifty cents back yet.”

“Very sorry, sir,” replied the clerk,
“but you know what the Good Book says
on this point.” And politely handing the
customer a Bible, he pointed to Job,
fourteenth chapter, fourteenth verse:
“All the days of my life will 1 wait till
my change come.”—October Bohemian.

Hoped for Oblivion.—A popular New
England preacher says that if his sermon
ever stretches beyond the twenty min-
utes to which he means always to limit
it the words of his little daughter ring
in his ears and he reflects that some of
his congregation are doubtless feeling
as she did on a memorable occasion.

The occasion was the little girl’s sixth
birthday, which chanced to come on
Thanksgiving Day.

She went to church with her mother
and sat quietly through the service. The
sermon was unusually good, the minister
could not help thinking; he had plenty
to say, and he said it fluently.

“How did you like my sermon?” he
asked his Koung critic as they walked
home together, her small hand in his big
one.

“You preached awful long, father,” said
the little girl, “but | beared it because
I love you, and | knew I'd have a nice
dinner when | got home, and forget what
I'd been through.”—Youth’s Companion.

Politics Classified.—Representative Lor-
imer of Chicago, who is a great walker,
was recently out for a tramp along the
conduit road leading from Washington
when, after going a few miles, he sat
down to rest.

“Want a lift, mister?” asked a good-
natured Maryland fanner driving that
way.

“Thank you,” responded Mr. Larimer,
“l will avail myself of your kind offsr.”

The two rode in silence for a while.
Presently the tearaster asked: “Profes-
sional man?"

“Yes,” answered Lorimer, who was
thinking of a bill he had pending before
the House.

After another long pause the farmer
observed: Say, you ain't a lawyer or
you'd be talkin’; you ain’t a doctor, 'cause
you ain’'t got no satchel, and you shore
ain't a preacher from the looks of you.
What is your profession, anyhow?”

“l am a politician,” replied Lorimer.

The Marylander gave a snort of dis-
gust.  “Politics alu't a profession; poll
fics is a disorder."—Success,
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PAINE’'S WORKS

Paine's Theological Works, including The Age of
Reason, Examination of the Prophecies, Letter to the
Bishop of Llandaff, Reply to Mr. Erskine, Letter to
Camille Jordan, etc., etc., with a life of Paine, 12mo.
Cloth. SL

Paine's Political Works, Includin% Common Sense, The
Crisis, and Rights of Man. Cloth, $1.

Common Sense, Paine's first work. Paper, 15 cents.

The Age of Reason. An Investigation of True and
Fabulous Theology. Paper, 15 cents, or 8 for $1. Cloth,
50 cents. o

Paine's Age of Reason. A Sumptuous and Artistic
Presentation edition. Part I, reprinted from the first
English edition (Paris, 1794). Part I1., corrected by Con-
way's standard edition. With Paine's own account of his
arrest in Paris. All the matter of the original edition
will be found in this, and it contains matter previously
unknown to any of Paine’s friends, editors or biogra-

hers, and the largest collection of portraits ever
rought together. Photogravure Portrait from the Rom-
ney painting exhibited In London; also portrait from
the Jarvis painting; from the Peale painting, known as
the Bonneville ﬁortralt, representing Paine as a mem-
ber of the French Assembly, and a half-tone of the Peale
Bal_ntlng. Large half-tones oi the house presented to
aine, In which he lived in New Rochelle, and of the
monument and surroundings. Yorktown, Pa., scenes, and
other illustrations. With Preface, Chronological Table,
Notes, Index, etc. Printed on antique wove paper, large
octavo, wide margins. gilt edge. Special cover design

in colors. The finest and only accurate edition. Boxed,
Postpaid. $2.

The Crisis, Containing numbers from 1. to XVI. In-
elusive. Paper. 25 cents.

The Rights of Man. Paper, 25 cents. Cloth, 50 cents.

Paine’s Life, with remarks on Comte and Rousseau.
By Calvin Blanchard. Paper, 25 cents.

The Writings of Thomas Paine. Collected, edited and
chronologically arranﬁed by Moncure D. Conway, with
portrait, notes, and historical introductions. In 4 vol-
umes, royal octavo, gilt tops. Set, $10. Sold separately.
Per volume. S2.50. .

Life of Thomas Paine. By Moncure D. Conway. In
this work the life of the great Commoner of Mankind,
founder of the liepublic of the World, and emancipator
of the human mind and heart, receives, for the first time,
adequate treatment. In two volumes, royal octavo, gilt
tops, uniform with the author’s edition of Paine’s Writ-
ings. Price. $5. )

or all of the fore_?omg, Address
HE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,,
28 Lafayette Place, New York.

Philosophy of Ingersoll

TO PLOW IS TO PRAY
TO PLANT IS TO PROPHESY
AND THE HARVEST
ANSWERS AND FULFILS

Selections from the lectures and writings of

GU INGERSOLL
With a Biographical Sketch of the Author
Edited and arranged by

VERE GOLDTHWAITE

Handsomely printed on Alexandra deckle-edge paper. Bound In heavy Bjorneon
boards, with buckram back and gilt top

Price, postpaid, $ 1.65. In flexible Spanish leather, Boxed, $3.15
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 63 Vesey St, New York.

MEN CURED BY A RADICAL SCIENTIFIC TREATMENT

Of Varicocele. Seminal Weakness and Impotency or. Lost Manhood.
If you or any ofyour friends are suffering from these diseases see that
you send six a-cent stamps FOR MY BOOK explaining my treatment,
and in which a statement of these complaints and their evil effects are
given, together with sworn testimonials—undisputed evidences of my
success. | have never seena caseof VARICOCELE,SEMINAL WEAK-
NESS and IftIPOTENCY properly treated by any other method than mine
—a medicine applied externally. | have never seen acase so far advanced
that my treatment would not give the greatest benefit, and those cases
are few and far between which it will notxompletely and permanently
cure. | thereiare wish to make my treatment as public and widely
extended as possible. | can give treatment just as effectively by mail
at a distance as in my office.
my FEE is moderate.

DR. R P. FELLOWS, VINEL jersey

Ypu could do no better than to place your case with Dr. Fellows—
a physician thoroughly reliable aa well as being a staunch Liberal and
Freethinker. He is truly a physician of uncommon ability in his line
of practice.

I make no charge for advice tijr mail and
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News of the Week

Canada has had near-zero weather,
and the cold wave ie working southward.

The registration of voters in New
York city is 593,800 or 66.000 less than
last year and 95,000 behind the registra-
tion of 1904.

Rudyard Kipling tells (he Canadians
(hat England has 6,000,000 people to
spare, and that the way to keep the yel-
low men out is to bring the white men
tn.

The Peace Conference at The Hague,
In Holland, closed Oct. 18. It seems to
have been admitted by the grators whose
speeches ended the proceedings that the
conference has not accomplished much.

Dan O'Leary, the old time pedestrian,
who is 63 years old, finished' a walk of
1,000 miles in 1.000 consecutive hours at
Norwood Inn, a suburb of Cincinnati.
C'Leary said he felt all right but had lost
fourteen pounds.

President Roosevelt has shot a bear.
It occurred just as the story books tell
IL After a long chase the animal was
about to escape into the thicket when
Mr. Roosevelt, by a well-directed shot,
put an end to its existence.

Planter W. K. Stout of Sullivan county,
Va., could not support the disgrace
brought on him by the alleged betrayal
of hie daughter by a man named Wil-
liam Jones. He ‘therefore procured a
shotgun and Kkilled Jones, Oct 17.

_According to_the latest reports Wil-
liam Jennings Bryan is a candidate for
the ﬁresm!ency, and is only waiting the
psychological “'moment to make the an-
nouncement. It is his belief, the story
oes, that Taft will be his opponent and
that he can beat him.

L. B. Glore of Franklin, Ind., took an
ear of corn he bad raised to the Nation-
al Corn Exposition at Chicago, and won
the prise with it When the ear was
sold at auction he paid $250 to get it
back, as he wanted it for seed. Two fif-
ty an ear would mean $15,000 a bushel.

_While attending the general conven-
tion of the Episcopal church at Rich-
mond, Va., Bishop Potter of New York
entertained at luncheon BIShOE)_ Ferguson
of Africa, the only negro entitled to a
seat in the House of Bishops. The Rich-
mond public interprets the action as a
slur upon the South.

One of the attendants of the Congre-
ational National Council in session at
leveland, O., last week, was the Rev.
Edwin N. Hardy, pastor of a church at
Quincy, Mass. On the night of October
16 he was arrested In an immoral resort
with a woman and fined $10 and costs
in police court next morning. The Rev.
Mr. H_ardg is a sociologist and will re-
main in Cleveland until vindicated.

Wireless communication across the At-
lantic for news and business purposes
was begun Oct 17 in accordance with
the promise of Marconi, the inventor.
From 2 o'clock in the afternoon on there
was a constant exchange of messages
between the station at Glace Bay, Nova
Scotia, and the one at CUfden, Ireland.
Despatches were transmitted at a rate
of twenty words a minute, it was said.

_Utica, In_this state, has a case of af-
finity. It is that of the Rev. W. P. M.
Sims, whose wife Is tn an Insane asylum,
and Mrs. Dudley Dorn, a widow. Ow-
ing to the narrowness of the Utica
churches both are now ostracized, and
the Rev. Sims has lost his pulpit. He
declares that he and» his soul-mate have
the courage of their convictions and aim
“to set a new standard for all humanity.”

Hebrews moving across the river from
the East Side of New York to Williams-
burg are displac'ng the American popu-
lation of the latter, and one church after
another is_ quitting the neighborhood.
The First Reformed church of Williams-
burg, whose building on Bedford ave-
nue is_an old landmark. Is the latest to
sell.  The influx of Jews was caused by
the opening of the Williamsburg bridgeé

_TUt Chadwick confidence woman who

died lately in the Ohio penitentiary, af-
ter being shriven by a priest, had ‘made
a will bequeathm% about a million, al-
iteough she was Dbelieved to be penni-
Since her death a pass book of a
| bank has been discovered,
showing that she had $306,000 to her
credit there. It is now believed she had
utwW money, and her creditors will try
to th “heirs from getting it.

Tfcr Canadian authorities have decided
tn ¥rtercie a stricter supervision of the
UnnUgraatk from Great Britain owing to
th rush at wndfltfrabW. most of whom

less.  Sir
PttJileri
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WILL BE
Delivered Sometime Next
Month

are sent out under the auspices of phil-
anthropic organizations. Of these turned
back by the Canadian government so far
1 in 496 has been English, 1 in 963 Irish,
and 1 in 1666 Scottish. British emi-
ﬁrante to the number of nearly 100,000
ave been sent to Canada this year. j

Practically all of southern Europe was
stormswept, last week, the rivers in
southern France becoming raging tor-
rents and man?/ inhabitants rendered
homeless. The [oss in the flood district
in Spain is estimated at $16,000,000. Hur-
ricanes, following in the wake of the
heavy rains, added to the destruction.
Klng Alfonso left Madrid to visit the
flooded districts in Spain. In southern
France several villages were Inundated.

_William English Walling, an American
citizen, with 'his wife, known as Anna
Strunsky, and his sister-in-law. Miss_Rose
Strunsky, was arrested last Sunday in St.
Petersburg by the secret police and
thrown into prison. The charge against
the prisoners, is not given out. alling
is a Socialist lecturer, formerly of the
New York University Settlement, and his
wife is a writer. He is a grandson of
William H. English of Indiana, who once
ran for vice-president.

The monthly statement of the Com-
missioner-General of Immigration shows
that in September 98,694 immigrants
were admitted to the United States, an
increase of 25 per cent over the admis-
sions for September, 1905, and 3 per cent
over the admission In 1906. From Russia
17,206 persons were admitted in the
month and 149,682 for the six months
period. This was a decrease of 24 per
cent for the month and 5 per cent for
the six months, the comparison being
with the similar periode of last year.

The impression prevails that the object
of the administration in sending the "At-
lantic fleet to the Pacific Is not to give
the ships a practice cruise but to dem-
onstrate to Japan that the United States
is ready for war and is not afraid. But
nobody” knows what Japan and the Unit-
ed States have to fight about. A ten-
able theory ie that by sending the war-
ships away Mr. Roosevelt wishes to cre-
ate on the undefended Atlantia coast a
sentiment in favor of doubling the size
of the navy. If so, he has taken the
right course.

The Georgia Baptists have taken up
and are adopting the resolution pre-
ared by Georgia grand juries who mny
ave to deal with the legality of passing
communion wine under the Prohibition
law. The resolution reads: 'Whereas.
It is our opinion that after the first day
of January next neither the minister nor
deacons of the church, can make, buy or
use sacramental wine In Georgia without
violating the laws of the state, we earn-
estly invoke his excellency the governor
for ‘a ruling on the letter of the law, and
if our view is wholly or in part correct
we pray the governor to call an extraor-
dinary session and have the law ao ar-
ranged before the first day of January
next that Christians may worship God ac-
cording to_the dictates of their own con-
science without violating the law of the
state,"” During the debate on the prohi-
bition bill in the Georgia legislature, it
was pointed out that its terms _made no
provision for the sacrament. Supporters
of the measure were asked to make some
rovision, but did not do so. One of the
eaders of the Prohibition movement sug-
ested that the question of wine be_left
0 the ingenuity of the deacons. This
was as far as the discussion went.

A SHORT HISTORY]:
THE INQUISITION

One Hundred Pages of

llustrations

Six Hundred and Eighteen
Pages Text

A Twenty-seven Page In-
dex

Long Primer Antique Type

~ Large Twelvemo.
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WAR CONTINUES !

The Bigin and Waltham Watch Cea. have In-
directl eclared war on John C. Dueber of the
Hampden Yvatch Co. and smaller tompetitor By
continually reducin(f; prices they hope to drive
out competitors or force them into a Trust. John

many times a millionaire—but who employs
Union Labor only—will not join them In theli
nefarious scheme. He promptly meets all reduc-
tions made by the older companies, until now
watches are actually sold far below value. Note
the latest quotations: 23 (;eweled "*Sol. Ry* $26;
“"New Ry,” 23 jwls. $20; "John Hancock,” 21

Cloth, back and side stamp,
postpaid, $2.00, and any other
publisher in New York would have

jwls., $16.50, or ““Dueber W. Co." 21 jwls., only .
$15.
Sundries: "*Waltham,” “P. S. Bartlett,” or Bi- Illade It
gin; ““Wheeler,” 17 jls., adjusted, nickel, $9; y

same gi_lt, $7; same Hampden, "nickel $8.00; same,
not adjusted $7, Bigin, Waltham or Hampden
nickel, 15 Ij}la., $6; Elgin or Waltham nickel, non-
catehable hair spring 7 jls., $5, Hampden 7 jls.,
gilt $4.50.

All the above are new from factory. In sllverine
eases, prepaid. In gold filled, screw cases, accom-
Banied by guarantee tor 00 years, $8, or in

unting case, $5 more. In 25 years screw case, $5,
or In hunting ease $8.50 more than In sllverine
case. In solid gold case $10 to $50 more.

Buy nowl When this war Is over you will
pay 80 per cent more.

Send fer prices of watches not listed, Jewelry,
Rings, Silver and Plated W re. Optical Goods,
Freethought Budng, Ingersoll spoons, Ring Gauge,
and my tract, ""Theism in the Crucible,” free.
OTTO WETTSTEIN,

La Grange, Cook Co., I1L

money at that, as we shall unless
we sell at least two thousand more
this winter
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