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A Critical Review and Analysis of the Evidences 

of His Existence.
CHAPTER II.—Continued. 

Tacitus.
In July, 64 A. D., a great conflagration occur­

red in Rome. There is a tradition to the effect 
that this conflagration was the work of an in­
cendiary and that the Emperor Nero himself was 
believed to be the incendiary. Modern editions 
of the “Annals” of Tacitus contain the following 
passage.in reference to this:

"Nero, in- order to stifle the rumor, ascribed 
it to those people who were abhorred for their 
crimes and commonly called Christians; These 
he punished exquisitely. The founder of that 
name was Christus, who, in the reign of Tiberius, 
was punished as a criminal by the procurator, 
Pontius Pilate. This pernicious superstition, 
thus checked for awhile, broke out again; and 

-Spread not'only over -Judea, the source of this 
evil, but reached the city also: whither flow from 
all quarters all things vile and shameful, and 
where, they find shelter and encouragement. At 
first, only those were apprehended who confessed 
themselves of that sect; afterwards, a vast multi­
tude were detected by them, all of whom were 
condemned, not so much for the crime of burning 
the city, as their hatred of mankind. Their exe­
cutions were so contrived as to expose them to 
derision and contempt. Some were co.vered over 
with the skins of wild beasts, and torn to pieces 
by dogs; some were crucified. Others, having 
been daubed over with combustible materials, 
were set up as lights in the night; time, and thus 
burned to death. Nero made use of his own gar­
dens as a theatre on this occasion, and also ex­
hibited the diversions of the circus, sometimes 
standing in the crowd as a spectator, in the habit 
of a charioteer; at other times driving a chariot 
himself, till at length those men, though really 
criminal, and deserving exemplary punishment, 
began to be commiserated as people who were 
destroyed, not out of regard to the public wel­
fare, but only to gratify the cruelty of one man” 
(Annals, Book XV, sec. 44).

This passage, accepted as authentic by many, 
must be declared doubtful, if not spurious, for 
the following reasons:-

1. It is not quoted by the Christian fathers.
2. Tertullian was familiar with the. writings of 

Tacitus, and his arguments demanded the cita­
tion of this evidence had it existed.

3. Clement of Alexandria, at the beginning of 
the third century, made a compilation of all the 
recognitions of Christ and Christianity that-had 
been made by Pagan writers up .to his time. 
The writings of Tacitus furnished no recognition 
of them.

4. Origen, in his controversy with Celsus, 
would undoubtedly have used it had it existed.

5. The ecclesiastical historian Eusebius, in the 
fourth century, cites all the evidences of Chris­
tianity, obtainable from Jewish, and Pagan 
sources,-but makes no mention of Tacitus.

6. It is not quoted by any Christian writer', 
prior to the fifteenth century.

7- At this time but one copy of the “Annals”

BY JOHN E. REMSBURG.

existed, arid this copy, it is claimed, was made in 
the eighth century—600 years after the time of 
Tacitus;

8. As this single copy was in the possession of 
a Christian ’the insertion of a forgery was easy.

9. Its severe criticisms .of- Christianity do not 
necessarily disprove its Christian origin. No 
ancient witness was more desirable than Tacitus, 
but his introduction at so late' a period would 
make, rejection certain unless Christian forgery 
could be made to appear improbable.

10. It is admitted by Christian writers that 
the works of Tacitus have not been preserved 
with any considerable degree of fidelity. In the 
writings ascribed to him are believed to be some 
of the writings of Quintilian.

.11. The blood-curdling story about the fright­
ful orgies of Nero reads like some Christian ro­
mance of the dark ages, and not like Tacitus.

12. In fact, this story, in nearly the same 
words, omitting the reference to Christ, is to 
be found- in the writings of Sulpicius Severus, a 
Christian of the fifth century.

13. Suetonius, while mercilessly condemning 
the reign of Nero, says that in his public enter­
tainments he took particular care that no hu­
man lives should be sacrificed, “not even those 
of condemned criminals.”

14,..At the time -that the conflagration occur- 
1 red, Tacitus himself declares that Nero was not 
'in Rome, but at Antium.

Many who accept1, the authenticity of this sec­
tion of the “Annals” believe that .the, sentence 

iwhich declares that Christ was punished in the 
reign ,of Pontius Pilate, and which I have itali­
cized, is an interpolation. Whatever may be said 
of the remainder of,.this passage, this sentence 
bears the unmistakable stamp of Christian for­
gery.- It-interrupts the narrative; it disconnects 
two. closely related statements. Eliminate this 
sentence, and there; is no break in the narrative. 
In all the Roman records there was to be found 
no evidence that Christ was put to death by 
Pontius Pilate. This -sentence, if genuine, is the 
most important evidence in Pagan literature. 
That it existed in the works of the greatest and 
best known of Roman historians, and was ignor­
ed or overlooked by Christian apologists for 
1,360 years, no intelligent critic can believe. Taci­
tus did not write this sentence.

Pliny the Younger.
This .Roman author, early in the second cen­

tury, .while serving as a pro-consul under Tra­
jan in Bithynia, is reputed to have written a let­
ter to his Emperor concerning his treatment of 
Christians.. This .letter contains the following:

“I have laid down this rule in dealing .with 
those who were brought before-me .for being 
Christians. I asked whether they were Chris­
tians; if they confessed I asked them a second

and a third time, threatening them with punish­
ment; if they persevered, I ordered them to be 
executed.............. They assured me that their only
crime or error was this, that they were wont to 
come together on a certain day before it was 
light, and to sing in turn, among themselves, a 
hymn-to Christ, as to a god, and to bind them­
selves by an-oath—not to do anything that was 
wicked, that they would commit no theft, rob­
bery, or adultery, nor break,their word, nor deny 
that anything had been entrusted to them when 
called upon to restore it. . . . . I therefore 
deemed it the more necessary to enquire of two 
servant maids, who were said to be attendants, 
what was the real truth, and to apply the tor­
ture. But I found it was nothing but a bad and 
excessive superstition.”

Notwithstanding an alleged reply to this let­
ter from Trajan, cited by Tertullian and Euse­
bius, its genuineness may well be questioned, 
and for the following reasons:

1. The Roman laws accorded religious liberty 
to all, and the Roman government tolerated and 
protected every religious belief. Renan says: 
“Among the Roman laws, anterior to Constan­
tine, there was not a single ordinance directed 
against freedom of thought; in the- history of 
.the Pagan emperors not a single persecution on 
account of mere doctrines or creeds” (The Apos­
tles). Gibbon says: “The religious tenets of the 
Galileans, or Christians, were never made a sub­
ject of punishment, or even of inquiry” (Rome, 
Vol. II, p. 215).

2. Trajan was one of the most tolerant and 
benevolent of Roman emperors.

3. Pliny, the reputed author of the letter, is 
'universally conceded to have been one of the 
most humane and philanthropic of men.

4- It represents the distant province of Bithy­
nia as containing, at this time, a large Chris- •• e 
tian population, which is improbable.

5. It assumes that the Emperor Trajan was 
little acquainted with Christian beliefs and cus­
toms, which cannot be harmonized with the sup­
posed historical fact that the most powerful of 
primitive churches flourished in Trajan’s capital 
and had existed for fifty years.

6. Pliny represents the Christians as declaring 
that they were in the habit of meeting and sing­
ing hymns “to Christ as to a god.” The early 
Christians did not recognize Christ as a god, 
and it was not until after the time of Pliny that 
he was worshiped as such.

7. “I asked whether they were Christians; if 
they confessed, I asked them a second and a 
third time, threatening them with punishment; if 
they persevered I ordered them to be executed.” 
That this wise and good man rewarded lying 
with liberty and truthfulness with death is diffi­
cult to believe.

8. “I therefore deemed it more necessary to 
inquire of two servant maids, who were said to 
be attendants, what was the real truth, and to 
apply the torture.” Never have the person and 
character of woman been held more sacred than 
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they were in Pagan Rome. That one of 
the noblest of Romans should have put to tor­
ture young women guiltless of crime is incred­
ible..

9. The declaration of the Christians that they 
took a solemn obligation “not to do anything 
that was wicked; that they would commit no 
theft, robbery, or adultery, nor break their 
word,” etc., looks like an ingenious attempt to 
parade the virtues of primitive Christians.

10. This letter, it is claimed, is to be found 
in but one ancient copy of Pliny.

11. It was first quoted by Tertullian, and the 
age.immediately preceding Tertullian was noto­
rious for Christian forgeries.

12;. Some of the best German critics reject it.
■ Gibbon, while not denying its authenticity, pro­

nounces it a "very curious epistle”; and Dr.
Whiston, who considers it too valuable to dis- 1 
card, applies to its contents such epithets as 
"amazing doctrine 1” “amazing stupidity I”

Josephus, Tacitus, Pliny—these are the disin­
terested witnesses adduced by the church to 
prove the historical existence of Jesus Christ; 
the one writing nearly one hundred years, the 
other one hundred and ten years after his al­
leged birth; the testimony of. two of them self-, 
evident forgeries, and that of the third a prob­
able forgery.

But even if the doubtful and hostile letter of 
Pliny be genuine, it was not written until the 
second century, so that there is not to be found 
in all the records of profane' history prior to the 
second century a single allusion to tlie reputed 
founder of Christianity.

To these witnesses is sometimes, though rare­
ly, added a fourth, Suetonius, a Roman historian 
who, like Tacitus and Pliny, wrote in the second 
century. In his “Life of Nero,” Suetonius, says : 
“The Christians, a race of men of a new and 
villainous superstition, were punished.” In his 
“Life of Claudius,” he says: “He [Claudius] 
drove the Jews, who at the instigation of Chris- 
tus were constantly rioting, out of Rome.” Of 
course no candid Christian will contend that 
Christ was inciting Jewish riots at Rome fifteen 
years after he was crucified at’Jerusalem.

Significant is the silence of the forty Jewish 
and Pagan writers named in this chapter: This7 
silence alone disproves-Christ’s existence. Had 
this wonderful being really existed the earth 
would have resounded with his. fame. His 
mighty deeds would have engrossed every his­
torian’s pen. The pages of other writers would 
have abounded with references to him. Think 
of going through the literature of the nineteenth 
century and searching in vain for the name of 
Napoleon Bonaparte! Yet Napoleon was a pig­
my and his deeds trifles compared with. this. 
Christ and the deeds he is said to have per­
formed.

With withering irony Gibbon notes this omi­
nous silence: “But how shall we excuse the su­
pine inattention of the Pagan and philosophic 
world, to those evidences which were represent­
ed by the hand of Omnipotence^ not to their 
reason, but to their senses? During the' age of 
Christ, of his apostles, and of their first dis­
ciples, thé doctrine which they preached was 
confirmed by innumerable prodigies. The lame 
'walked, the blind saw, the sick were healed, 
the dead were raised, demons were expelled, and 
the laws of Nature were frequently suspended 
for the benefit of the church. But the sages'of 
Greece and Rome turned aside from, the awful 
spectacle, and, pursuing, the ordinary occupa­
tions of life and study, appeared unconscious 
of any alterations in the moral or physical 
government of the world. Under the reign of 
Tiberius, the whole earth, or at least a cele­
brated province of the Roman empire, was in­
volved in a preternatural darkness of three 
hours. Even this miraculous event, which 
ought to have, excited the wonder, the curiosity, 
and the devotion of mankind, passed without no­
tice in an age of Science and' history. It happen­
ed during the lifetime of Seneca and the elder 
Pliny, who must have experienced the immedi­
ate effects, or received the earliest intelligence 
of the prodigy. Each of these philosophers, in 
a laborious work, has recorded all the great 
phenomena' of Nature, earthquakes, meteors, 
comets, and eclipses, which his indefatigable cu­
riosity could collect. Both thé one and the 
other have omitted to mention the ¡greatest phe-

nomenon to which the mortal eye has been wit­
ness since the creation of the globe ’ (Rome, 
Vol. I, pp. 588-590).

Even conceding, for the sake of argument, 
both the authenticity and the credibility of these 
passages attributed to the Roman historians, 
what do they prove? Do they prove that Christ 
was divine—that he was a supernatural being, as 
claimed? No more than do the writings of 
Paine and Voltaire, which also contain his 
name. This evidence is favorable, not to the ad­
herents, but to the opponents, of Christianity. 
If these passages be genuine, and their authors 
have penned historical truths, it simply confirms 
what most Rationalists admit, that a religious 
sect called Christians, who recognized Christ as 
their founder, existed as early as the first cen­
tury ; and confirms what some have charged, but 
what the church is loath to admit, that primitive 
Christians, who have been declared the highest 

. exemplars of human virtue, were the most de­
praved of villains.

An unlettered and credulous enthusiast, 
named Jones, imagines that he has had a revela­
tion, and proceeds to found a new religious 
sect. He gathers about him a band of "dis­
ciples” as ignorant and credulous as himself. He 
soon gets into trouble and is killed. But the 
Jonesists increase—increase in numbers and in 
meanness—until at length they become suffi­
ciently notorious to receive a paragraph from ah. 
annalist who, after holding them up to ridicule 
and scorn, accounts for their origin by stating 
that they take their name from one Jones who, 
during the administration of President Roose­
velt, was hanged as a criminal. The world con­
tains, two billions of inhabitants—mostly fools,' 
as Carlyle would say—and as the religion of this 
sect is a little more foolish than that of any 
other sect, it continues to spread until at the 
end of two thousand years it' covers the globe. 
Then think of the adherents of this religion 
citing the uncomplimentary allusion of this an­
nalist to:prove that Jones was a god!

(To be continued;

Chips from the Pentateuch,
BY JOHN PECK.

I believe there is a great responsibility rest­
ing upon women. I am inclined to think that if 
women should withdraw their support from the 
church it would collapse. If that is so, and II 
believe it is, they should be held responsible'for 
most of the evil effects of the moral blight of the 
Bible; They are first in the Sunday school and 
first in the church', and they use their influence 
more especially to induce the young to read the 
Bible; You, lady Evangelist, did you ever con­
sider the low, vile, indecent, vulgar, and obscene 
language found in many chapters in the Bible7?: 
Might it not be profitable for you to read the 
story of David and Bathsheba, and of Lot and 
his daughters, and the story of the Lord’s visits, 
to ancient Sarah, and about the mandrakes and 
many others, and then ask yourself if a clean- ’ 
minded woman could recommend that kind of 
literature to young girls, her own included? You, 
lady Evangelists, have you ever thought-on the- 
habits of the people you read about in the 
Bible?

What do you think of an intoxicated man 
who, divested of his clothes, runs about nude and 
lives'in a tent? And how about a man who offers' 
his daughters to a mob, then gets drunk arid 
lives in a cave and is criminally guilty with the 
same 'daughters? What is your opinion of a 
man who steals another man’s wife and then 
murders her husband? What is your opinion 
of'a man who has more wives and secondary 
wives than any hundred Mormons? How would 
you like the society of a people who live in tents 
and caves and go barefoot and wander from 
place to place with their flocks and herds of cat­
tle, sheep, goats, and the like?

Can you draw- any other inference than that 
such a people were degraded, superstitious, and 
besottedly ignorant, and that their God was as 
ignorant as the people? To see this fact, you 
have only to consider that the God d:d not know 
whether Abraham would offer up his son or not 
until he put him to the trial. He didn’t know 
whether they could reach heaven with the tower 
of Babel, so he had to come down and see

about it. Where was his infinite wisdom ? "He 
drave the inhabitants out of the mountain, but 
he could not drive them out of the, valley be- 
cause they had chariots of iron.” Their God had 
neither knowledge nor power beyond the peo­
ple. An ignorant people, an ignorant god. Now, 
you lady Evangelists, when you urge the reading 
of the Bible you virtually say that these polyg­
amous, ignorant, barbarous people are worthy 
of imitation, and that their God should be wor­
shiped.

There is all the needed evidence that in the 
time of the patriarchs, the people were as above 
described, and yet they were under the immedi­
ate direction of God! Why did he not elevate 
the people; why did he not lift them to a high­
er plane of civilization, and teach them- the arts 
and sciences? Because the shallow-brains who 
invented the God could not put more knowledge 
into him than they themselves possessed. Thus 
you get an idea of the kind of a God that Moses 
and others talked with. Does any average Chris­
tian believe that Joseph Smith’ had a revelation 
from God? Naturally not, but the Mormon- 
Christians believe he did. Other Christians say 
when “Joe” Smith pretended to have a revela­
tion from God, he lied, but they believe- that 
Moses talked with God. Joseph Smith had a 
revelation from God just as much as Moses talk­
ed with God. Both were on the same, footing. 
When Joseph Smith said he had a revelation 
from God he lied, and when somebody said that 
Moses talked with God he also lied. Every man 
who ever claimed that he has talked with God 
has .lied, and the truth was not in him.

When the people were in direct communica­
tion with heaven,, and men were holding dia­
logues with God every day, great importance 
was attached to dreams, so much that the inter­
pretation of dreams wag erected into a regular 
profession. In the time of the patriarchs no 
one, high or -low, would take a chance against a 
dream. Great battles were postponed and im­
portant business deferred on account of a dream. 
Kings, princes, and nobles would send for the in­
terpreters so that they might know what their 
dreams PQrt£pd_edJ__SSPsibl?. people ,do j»pt. be­
lieve in drfeams“=nbw-; they don’t DellCV?;either, 
that men can talk with God, or that miracles 
can be performed, or that men can prophesy. ’ 
So it appears that the more people know about 
the natural; the- less attention they pay to the su­
pernatural. Some day they will find out that 
there is nothing above or beyond nature; that 
everything that occurs happens just as it. must, 
and in keeping with nature’s laws; that Nature 
is “all in all,” and therefore there is no room or 
chance for the supernatural. The people will 
no longer be fooled by the belief in devils and 
angels, and the gods and ghosts will disappear.

Near the place where I lived when a boy there 
was a jet of natural gas that bubbled up through 
the water in a stream, and when set on fire would 
shoot up in a beautiful blaze. It , seemed 
strange to me that fire should come out of water. 
I asked a man where that fire came from. He 
said it came from hell, and I believed him-. Just 
as I believed the gas blaze came from hell, so 
Christians believe the big stories of the Bible. 
It is belief without thought, belief without inves­
tigation, belief without knowledge.

Mrs. Besant Acceptable as a Spookist.
When Mrs. Besant was an Atheist the press 

took no more notice of her lectures than if she 
lived in the moon; but they give her plenty of 
attention now that she is the high-priestess of 
Theosophy, and dresses in Oriental costume, arid 
tickles the bump of wonder. Mrs. Besant is a 
clever woman, with a good heart, and cannot 
help saying something worth listening to in an 
hour’s oration; and she said a few interesting 
things in her inaugural high-priestess lecture the 
other day; but what commends her to the at­
tention of the press is the fact that she has gone 
over from the camp of reason to the camp of 
faith. Those are the only two camps—mentally 
speaking—that ever were or will be.—The 
Freethinker,

Owing to political conditions in Hungary, the 
Universal Congress of Freethinkers, which was 
to have been held in Budapest, will take place at 
Prague instead, from September 8 to 11.
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CONDEMNED BY THE
HOLY INQUISITION.

CONCLUSIONS OF MODERN SCHOLAR­
SHIP OPPOSED TO CATHOLIC FAITH.

It Is Heresy to Affirm the Human Origin of 
Dogma, to Question the Inerrancy of Script­
ure, to Doubt that Jesus Was God’s Natural 
Son, or to Say Church Is Hostile to Science.

Herewith is reprinted from the New York Sun 
what is claimed to be a “careful English trans­
lation” of the pope’s latest syllabus of errors. It 
is dated July 3, and entitled Decree of the Holy 
Roman and Universal Inquisition.

With truly lamentable results our age, intolerant of 
all check in its investigations of the ultimate causes 
of things not infrequently follows what is new in such 
a way as to reject the legacy, as it were, of the human 
race and thus fall into the most grievous errors. These 
errors will be all the more pernicious when they affect 
disciplines, the interpretation of the sacred scripture, 
the principal mysteries of the faith. It is to be greatly 
deplored that among Catholics also not a few writers 
are to be found who, crossing the boundaries fixed by 
the fathers and by the church herself, seek out, on the 
plea of higher intelligence and in the name of historical 
considerations, that progress of dogmas which is in 
reality the corruption of the same.

But lest errors of this kind, which are being daily 
spread among the faithful should strike root in their 
minds and corrupt the purity of the faith; it has pleased 
his holiness Pius X., by divine providence pope, that 
the chief among them should be noted and condemned 
through the office of the Holy Roman and Universal 
Inquisition. Wherefore after a most diligent investiga­
tion, and after having heard the vote (opinion) of the 
reverend consultors, the most eminent and reverend 
lords cardinals, the general inquisitors in matters of 
faith and morals, decided that the following proposi­
tions were to be condemned and proscribed, as they 
are by this general decree condemned and proscribed :

1. The ecclesiastical law which prescribes that books 
regarding the divine scriptures are subject to previous 
censorship does not extend to critical scholars or stu­
dents of the scientific exegesis of the Old and New 
Testaments.

2. The church’s interpretation of the sacred books is 
not intended to be despised, but it is subject to the 
more accurate. judgment and to the correction of the 
exegetes. “

3. From the ecclesiastical judgments and censures 
passed against free and more scientific exegesis, it may 
be gathered that the faith professed by thè church con­
ti adicts history and that the Catholic dogmas cannot 
really be reconciled with the true origins óf the Chris­
tian religion.

4. The magisterium of the church cannot, even 
through dogmatic definitions, establish the genuine 
sensei of the sacred scriptures.

5. Since in the deposit of the faith only revealed 
truths are contained, under no respect does it apper­
tain to the church to pass judgment concerning the as­
sertions of human sciences.

6. In defining truths the church learning and the 
church teaching collaborate in such a manner that it 
only remains for the church teaching to sanction the 
opinion of the church learning.

7. The church when it proscribes errors cannot exact 
from. the faithful any internal assent by which the 
judgments issued by her are embraced.

8. Those who treat as of no weight the condemna­
tions passed by the sacred Congregation of the Index 
or by. other Roman congregations are free from all 
blame.

9. Those who believe that God is really the author of 
the sacred scripture display excessive simplicity or ig­
norance.

10. ,The inspiration of the books of the Old Testa­
ment consists in the fact that the Israelite writers have 
handed down religious doctrines under a peculiar aspect, 
either little or not at all known to the Gentiles.

11. Divine inspiration is not to be extended to the 
whole sacred scriptures so as to render its parts, all and 
single, immune from all error.

12. The exegete if he wishes to apply himself usefully 
to Biblical studies must first of all put aside all precon­
ceived opinions concerning the supernatural origin of 
the. sacred scriptures and interpret it not differently 
from other merely human documents.

13. The evangelists themselves and the Christians 
of the second and third generations arranged artificially 
the evangelical parables, and in this way gave an ex­
planation of the scanty fruit of the preaching of Christ 
among the Jews.

14. In a great many accounts the evangelists reported 
not so much things that are true as things which even 
though false they judged to be more profitable for their 
readers.

15. The gospels until the time when the canon was 
defined and constituted were increased by additions and 
corrections, hence only a faint and uncertain trace re­
mained in them of the doctrine of Christ.

16. The narrations of John are not properly history, 
but the mystical contemplation of the gospel ; the. dis­
courses contained in his gospel are theological medita­
tions, devoid of historical truth concerning the mystery 
of salvation.

17. The fourth gospel exaggerated miracles not only 
that the wonderful might stand out but also that they 
might become more suitable for signifying the work 
and the glory of the word incarnate.

*18. John claims for himself the quality of a witness 
concerning Christ, but in reality he is only a distin­
guished witness of the Christian life, or of the life of 
Christ in the church, at the close of the first century.

19. Heterodox exegetes have expressed the true sense 
of the scriptures more faithfully than Catholic exegetes.

20. Revelation could be nothing but the consciousness 
acquired by mail of his relation with God.

21. Revelation, constituting the object of Catholic 
faith, was not completed with the apostles.

22. The dogmas which the church gives out as re­
vealed are not truths which have fallen down from 
heaven, but are an interpretation of religious facts, 
which the human mind has acquired by laborious efforts.

23. Opposition may and actually does exist between 
the facts which are narrated in scripture and the dogmas 
of the church which rest on them, so that the critic 
may reject as false facts which the church holds as 
most certain.

24. The exegete is not to be blamed for constructing 
•premises from which it follows that the dogmas are 
historically false or doubtful, provided he does not 
directly deny the dogmas themselves.

25. The assent of faith rests ultimately on a mass 
of probabilities.

26. The dogmas of faith are to be held only according 
to their practical sense; that is, as preceptive rules of 
conduct, but not as rules of believing.

27. The divinity of Jesus Christ is not proved from the 
gospels, but is a dogma which the Christian conscience 
has derived from the notion of the messiah.

28. Jesus while he was exercising his ministry did not 
speak with the object of teaching that he was the 
messiah, nor did his miracles tend to prove this.

29. It is lawful to believe that the Christ of history is 
far inferior to the Christ who is an object of faith.

30. In all the evangelical texts the name Son of God 
is equivalent only to Messiah, and does not at all mean 
that Christ is the true and natural son of God.

31. The doctrine concerning Christ taught by Paul, 
John, the Councils of Nicea, Ephesus, and Chalcedon 
is not that which Jesus .taught, but that which the 
Christian conscience conceived concerning Jesus.

32. It is not possible to reconcile the natural sense 
of the gospel texts with the sense taught by our theolo­
gians concerning the conscience and the infallible 
knowledge of Jesus Christ.

33. It is evident to everybody who is not led by pre­
conceived opinion that either Jesus professed an- error 
concerning the immediate mssianic coming or that the- 
greater part of his doctrine as contained in the gospels 
is destitute of authenticity.

34. The critic cannot ascribe to Christ a knowledge 
circumscribed by no limits except on a hypothesis which 
cannot be historically conceived and which is repugnant 
to the moral sense, viz. : that. Christ as man had the 
knowledge of God and yet was unwilling to communi­
cate the knowledge of a great many things to his 
disciples and to posterity.

35. Christ had not always the consciousness of his 
messianic dignity.

36. The resurrection of the savior is not properly a 
fact of the historical order, but a fact of merely super­
natural order, neither demonstrated nor demonstrable, 
which the Christian conscience gradually derived from 
other facts.

37. Faith in the resurrection of Christ was in the be­
ginning not so much in the fact itself of the resurrec­
tion as in the immortal life of Christ with God.

38. The doctrine of thé expiatory death of Christ is 
not evangelical but Pauline.

39. The opinions- concerning the origin of the sacra­
ments with which the fathers of Trent were imbued 
and which certainly influenced their dogmatic canons 
are very different from those which now rightly obtain 
among historians who examine into Christianity.

40. The sacraments had their origin in the fact that 
the apostles and their successors swayed and moved 
by circumstances and events, interpreted some idea or 
intention of Christ.

41. The sacraments are merely , intended to bring
before the mind of man the ever beneficent presence of 
the Creator. .

42. The Christian community imposed the necessity 
of baptism, adopting it as a necessary rite, and adding 
to it the obligations of the Christian profession.

43. The practice of conferring baptism on infants 
was a disciplinary evolution, ' which was one of the 
causes why the sacrament was divided into two, viz.: 
baptism and penance.

44. There is nothing to prove that the rite of tne 
sacrament of confirmation was employed by. the 
Apostles, but the formal distinction of the two sacra­
ments, baptism and confirmation, does not belong to 
the history of primitive Christianity.

45. Not everything that Paul narrates concerning the 
institution of the Eucharist. (1 Cor. xi, 23-25) is to be 
taken historically.

46. In the primitive church the conception of the 
Christian sinner reconciled by the authority; of the 
church did not exist, but it was only very slowly that 
the church accustomed itself to this conception. Even 
after penance was recognized as an institution of the 
church it was not called a sacrament, for it would 
have been held an ignominious sacrament.

47. The words of the Lord: Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost: whose sins ye shall forgive they are forgiven 
them, and whose sins ye shall retain they are retained 
(John xx, 22, 23), do not at all refer to the sacrament 
of penance, whatever the fathers of Trent may . have 
been pleased to say.

48. James in the Epistle (v, 14 and 15) did not in­
tend to promulgate a sacrament of Christ J -but to 
commend a pious custom, and if in this custom he hap- 
,pens to distinguish a means of grace it is not in that 
rigorous manner in which’it was received by the theolo­
gians who laid down the notion and the number of the 
sacraments.

49. The Christian supper gradually4 assuming the na­
ture of a liturgical action, those who were wont; to pre­
side at the supper acquired the sacerdotal character.

50. The e-lders who filled the office of watching over 
the gatherings of the faithful were instituted by the 
apostles as priests or bishops to provide for the neces­
sary ordering of the increasing communities, not prop­
erly for perpetuating the apostolic mission and power.

51. It is not possible that matrimony could have be­
come a sacrament by the new law until later in the 
church, for in order that matrimony should be held 
as a sacrament it was necessary that a full theological 
development of the doctrine of grace and th 5 sacra­
ments should first take place.

52. It was foreign to the mind of Christ to found a 
church as a society which Was to last on the earth for 
a long course of centuries; nay, in the mind of Christ 
the kingdom of heaven together with the end, of the 
world was about to come immediately.

53. The organic constitution of the church is not im­
mutable, but Christian society like human society is 
subject to perpetual evolution.

54. Dogmas, sacraments, hierarchy, both as regards 
the notion of them and the reality, are but interpreta­
tions and evolutions of the Christian intelligence which 
by external increments have increased and perfected 
the little germ latent in the gospel.

55. Simon Peter never even suspected that the pri­
macy of the church was intrusted- to him by Christ.

56. The Roman church become the head of. all the 
churches not through the ordinance of divine provi­
dence, but merely through political conditions.

57. The church has shown herself to be hostile to the 
progress of natural and theological sciences.

58. Truth is not any more immutable than man him­
self, since it is involved in him, with him, and through * 
him.

59. Christ did not teach a determinate body of doc­
trine applicable to all times and to all men, but rather 
inaugurated a religious movement adapted or to be 
adapted for different times and places.

60. Christian doctrine in its origin was Judaic, but 
through successive evolutions became first Pauline, then 
Johannine, and finally Hellenic and universal.

61. It may be said without paradox that there is no 
chapter of scripture, from the first of Genesis to the last 
of the Apocalypse, which contains a doctrine absolute­
ly identical with that which the church teaches on the 
same matter, and that therefore no chapter of scrip­
ture has the same sense for the critic and the theolo­
gian.

62. The chief articles of the apostolic symbol had not 
for the Christians of the first ages the same sense that 
they have for the Christians of our time.

63. The church shows herself unequal to the task 
of efficaciously maintaining evangelical ethics because 
she obstinately adheres to immutable doctrines which 
cannot be reconciled with modem progress.

64. The progress of science requires a remodeling of 
the conceptions of Christian doctrine concerning God, 
creation, revelation, the. person of the incarnate word, 
redemption.

65. Modern Catholicism cannot be reconciled with true 
science unless it be transformed into a non-dogmatic 
Christianity; that is, into a broad and liberal Prot­
estantism.

Poor McBride.
There were weeping and wailing in the home of Mc­

Bride—
Not so much for his death as the way that he died.
He had taken his life (which I hope was his own), 
And it seemed to his friends the worst crime ever 

known.
He had hungered and thirsted for many a day;
He had run up some bills that he never could pay;
He had tried to get work, though the chances were slim 
For his age was three-score, so they didn’t want him.
Then a kind bit of rope, with a beam at one end,
Sort of gave him a hint to ascend, and descend;
And all would have ended as neat as could be,
But for that horrid verdict of “Felo de se.”
Now if he had stood on his head in the street,
Or had made some remark, more or less indiscreet.
His friends might have counted up all his good deeds 
And the widow McBride would have worn widow’s needs.
But no! with a brain all untarnished by fog—
There was only to bury McBride “like a dog"—
Like a cur with no family pride to offend •
While he breaks his poor heart on the grave of his 

friend. B. E. CHEVELEY.

At the Hague«
First Nation: “Are we ready to join the Conference?*’
Second Nation: “I think so, brother. I have finally 

cut the throat of the last rebel in my peninsular pos­
sessions. But how about you?*’

First Nation: “It is the same with me. The policy 
of pacification has made a desert of dry bones of those 
islands of mine whose traitorous subjects have been 
so troublous of late."

Second Nation: “Then we may indeed rejoice. It 
is to be hoped that much may be done to mitigate the 
horrors of war, and to establish the principle of arbi­
tration,” saying which he drew the arm of the other 
within his own, and softly and in truly Christian spirit 
they communed of peace and amity among the nations.

—JOSEPH DANA MILLER, in The Public.

Above their Master.
In each rich pulpit of our land
A highly cultured man doth stand,

A doctor of Divinity.
But, should you search the Bible through,
One thing will never come to view,

And that Is Jesus Christ, D.D.
EUDORUS C. KENNEY.
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How It Came About.
The fact that the financial relations between 

state and church had been discontinued in the 
canton of Geneva, Switzerland, by the disestab­
lishment of Calvinism, was recently recorded in 
The Truth Seeker. A correspondent of the New 
York Press professes to tell how the termination 
of public appropriations for church uses, .was 
brought about.

The struggle has been going on for years in 
that birthplace of Presbyterianism. Prior to 
1815 a war had been waged against Catholicism 
in Switzerland, which ended that.year in the es­
tablishment of constitutional equality- between 
the churches.

From 1815 until 1870 Protestantism and Ca­
tholicism lived in peace, held together by the 
cohesive power of public plunder. Then the ex­
cessive activity of one Monsignor Mermillod, a 
Roman Catholic priest, who boasted in the name 
of the pope that he would conquer; the Presbyte­
rian citadel, aroused Protestant hostility. The 
monsignor had shouted before he was out of the 
woods; his vaunt was premature; for the Çres- 
byterians, still in the majority, and led by ¡John 
Cataret, voted a law expelling Mermillod and re­
quiring all salaried ministers and priests to take 
the civil oath and be chosen by parochial elec­
tions. This seems to have been a parent of the 
French Associations law.

At about the same time the Swiss constitution 
was revised so as to affirm the complete- and ab­
solute liberty of conscience. The Jesuits and 
other teaching orders were interdicted, the found­
ing of new convents or religious orders was for­
bidden, and it was provided, that any other re­
ligious orders might be suppressed if their ex­
istence threatened the peace of different creeds.

The orthodox Catholics in Geneva, rebelled 
against the restrictions imposed, and, as later in 
France, surrendered their revenue from the state 
rather than obey the law. In th'S crisis Charles 
Loyson Hyacinthe, known as Pere Hyacinthe, 
came to Geneva and opened a church. He had 
been excommunicated and persecuted for too 
liberal preaching in Paris, especially for his re­
jection of the dogma of the infallibility of the 
pope, but he still professed to be a Catholic. 
He even married a wife, who bore him a son 

rhe Truth Seeker. — Aurfust 17, 190, 

but he was not radical enough to suit the Geneva 
people, and his attempt to establish a national 
church ended in virtual failure, as his followers 
dwindled in number to about fifty.

The recent plebiscite (an appeal to the whole 
people to express their preference by vote) was 
brought about by the various advocates of the 
separation of church and state, including Social­
ists and Freethinkers. This much is historical. 
What the Press correspondent adds is that “with­
out the Catholic vote separation would have 
been defeated almost as; decisively as it was in 
1880, when the majority against it was 5>2OO> or 
in 1897, when it was 4,500.” The statement is 
open to doubt in view of the fact .that Catholic 
electors, if, as affirmed, they are as numerous as 
the Protestants, must number ii.ojo or 12,000, 
while the total vote cast iri the plebiscite 
was only 14,476, and the majority for disestab­
lishment but 834. Eleven thousand electors did 
not vote, and as that number coincides with the 
number of Catholic voters, the theory has 
some support that the Catholics remained 
neutral and let the Secularists and Protestants 
fight it out by themselves. The Geneva corre­
spondent of the Press says that the Catholics 
were asked to “remember. 1873,” when their 
bishop was expelled and their orders pro­
scribed, and to choose between the church of 

1 Calvin'- arid the Socialist' coalition, and that 
they “chose the latter course,” thus disestablish­
ing both Presbyterianism and the schismatic 
Catholic church founded by Pere Hyacinthe. 
How far this is factual, and how far theoretical, 
we have not the means of determining.

It is, said that the Presbyterians were ready 
again to make peace with the church of Rome 
and consent to its receiving its former state, ap- 
jropriation if Presbyterianism, .might qnly there;, 
by save itself from being cut off from the” public 
crib. That is the attitude of both churches in 
this country;, they would rather divide the graft 
than lose it; and their hostility to each other 
must be extremely keen if they feel otherwise"« 
Geneva. All Christian churches object to one 
being established unless they hope that the one 

-may be their own, but, as a general proposition; 
each would rather see all than none assisted by 
the state. If the Geneva disestablishment is due 
to sectarian jealousy, the old adage about what 
honest’men get when rogues fall 'out would seem 
to apply.

Lincoln’s Deisin;
A reader is bothered, by. the following, letter of 

sympathy which Abraham Lincoln wrote to Mrs. 
Bixby of Boston, Mass., November 21, 1864. It 
is published-in-one of, the New York papers with 
the declaration that’ none but a Christian could 
have written it:

"Dear Madam: I have been shown in the flies of the 
War Department a statement of the adjutant general 
of Massachusetts that you are the mother of five sons 
who have died gloriously oh the field of battle. I feel 
how weak and fruitless- must be any word of mine 
which should attempt to beguile you from the grief of 
a loss so overwhelming. But I cannot refrain from'ten­
dering you the consolation that may be found in the 
thanks of the Republic they died to save. I pray that 
our heavenly father may assuage the anguish of your 
bereavement; and leave you only the cherished memory 
of the loved arid lost, and the solemn pride that must 
be yours to have laid so costly a sacrifice upon the al­
tar of Freedom?’

Any Deist might have written this letter. For 
the writer to show himself to be a Christian 
there would need to -be in it some allusion to 
Jesus Christ as the son of God and, savior of 
men. Voltaire might have written it, for he be­
lieved in a God who was a heavenly fathet, and 
yet nobody ever accused Voltaire of being a 
Christian, It appears from Lincoln’s’ papers that 
if he could carry a point or convey an idea best 

’in pious.phraseology he would employ it. Lin­
coln has never been claimed as an aggressive 

opponent of Christianity in the latter part of his 
life; but he was a Freethinker in the same sense 
as Jefferson and Franklin. He did not believe 
that the Bible was a divinely inspired- revelation 
of God to man; or that Jesus Christ was the son 
of the Holy Ghost. His wi.’e, who ought to 
know, said: “He was a religious man always, I 
think, but was not a technical Christian.” The 
ordinary Christian is limited by the belief that 

’there is but one sort of religion—his own, or 
Christianity. It is true that one religion is pretty 
much the same as another as far as it goes, but 
to be a Christian one must profess belief in that 
particular system. Judaism, Mohammedanism, 
and Christianity have many points in common, 
and among these are belief in God and the effi­
cacy of prayer. On the strength of the letter 
quoted, therefore, the claim of either to Lincoln’s 
adherence would be equally good and equally 
weak. It is very easy by quoting detached utter­
ances of great men, to prove them what the dis­
putant thinks they ought to have been. The 
Christian Scientists by this method have demon­
strated that the late Henry Ward Beecher was 
one of them; and at the fast Paine celebration in 
this city an adherent of Islam made it quite clear 
that the author of the “Age of Reason” was a 
very good Mohammedan. Where Lincoln lack­
ed as a Christian was in his disbelief in the fun­
damental dogmas of that faith and in his neg­
lect of the means of grace.

These Are All Rank Heresies.
• The papal “syllabus of errors” prepared by 

the Roman Inquisition and put out with the ap­
proval of Pope Pius X., under date of July 3, 
1907, was originally written in Latin. “A care­
ful English translation”. .of the document is 
[printed by the New York Sun- of Aug-ust ^r^nd 
reproduced in The Truth Seeker.

The syllabus, condemning as it does all mod­
em Biblical criticism, is to be understood as the 
pope’s answer to the question, “Where do I 
stand?” It is prepared by the Inquisition, be­
cause the Inquisition is the Vatican Committee 
on Faith and Morals.

This Holy Roman and Universal Inquisition 
is the body which in the sixteenth and seven­
teenth centuries examined the writings of Gior­
dano Bruno and Galilei Galileo, and, pronoun­
cing them false and heretical, condemned Bruno 
to the stake and Galileo to imprisonment and 
torture. Today the authors whose writings have 
stirred ‘ the Inquisitors to activity cannot be 
committed to prison or sent to execution, but the 
church relinquishes none of her claims to the 
right of censorship and judgment, and still as­
serts her jurisdiction over literature, history, and 
science.

Many Protestants have taken the ground that 
the Bible is a revelation of religion and not of 
science. The Inquisition denies this refuge to 
critics; they are seriously in error if they ques­
tion the scientific accuracy of any passage of 
scripture or teach that human sciences are out­
side the-jurisdiction of the church.

In the opinion of the Inquisitors and the pope, 
the meaning of every word of the Bible has been ' 
accurately fixed, and the church’s interpretation 
must stand. Freedom of criticism and exegesis 
is therefore denied. No Catholic has the liberty 
to understand the Bible otherwise than as it has 
been dogmatically expounded by the church— 
that is, by the Inquisition,

■ In the sixth “error,’’ dogma and learning are 
brought into conflict, and do^ma gets the de­
cision. The persons designated by the Inquisi­
tion as “exegetes” have ventured the opinion that 
when by study and historical investigation the 
teaching of the church on any point is found to
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be false, it becomes the duty of the church to 
revise such teaching. The pope scouts that prop­
osition and gives dogma precedence over learn­
ing. He moreover asserts that the chuich may 
exact from “the faithful” their assent to the 
teaching which learning has shown is not true. 
We are glad to know such assent will be exacted 
only of the faithful, and that he does not pro­
pose to make the unbelieving confess it.

Catholic authors have gone far on the road to 
Freethought when they have to be rebuked, as 
in this syllabus, for saying that "those who be­
lieve that ’God is really the author of the s?cred 
scriptures display excessive simplicity and ig­
norance.” Freethinkers have been trying to get 
that idea into the heads of the faithful for many 
years. If some of the Catholic “exegetes” have 
admitted it, all the better. It shows that the 
world moves.

We observe that the pope still contends that 
divine inspiration is' "to be extended to the 
whole sacred scriptures so as to render its parts, 
all and single, immune from error.” There are 
persons who will rather admire the nerve of a 
man, known to be well informed, who can so 
emancipate himself from the trammels of fact 
as to be capable, in this day and generation, of 
making that statement about the Bib'e. He js 
certainly a cool impostor and a magnificent 
bluffer.

Many times have Rationalists argued th t in 
approaching the Bible the reader should d'.vest 
himself of preconceived opinions, and study the 
book as he would any other. Now. we learn 
(Error 12) that to do this is to incur the dis­
pleasure of the genial and general Inqu’sitcrs. 
And yet we cannot imagine how the first per­
son to peruse a book, being necessarily ignorant 
of its contents, could be expected to have any 
opinion about'it at all. The meaning of' the 
pope’s Inquisitors is that one should be con­
vinced of its divine authorship in advance and 
believe it before he knows what if contains. No 
attitude could be more favorable to the recep­
tion of imposture as truth, which of course is 
why it commends itself to the church.

Such claim as is made for the scriptures as 
revelation is made also for religious dogmas. 
Like the gospels the dogmas dropped from 
heaven and were committed to the care of the 
Inquisition as a Trust Company. Under the 
guidance of the Holy Ghost the counselors of the 
Holy Office set the dogmas down in the right 
words, and there has never- been any necessity 
since to revise their work.. The dogmas were 
as true then as they are now—exactly. To say 
they are human interpretations of religous facts 
is a highly heretical proposition (Error 22). 
Heaven must have smiled when it dumped the 
dogma of the pope’s infallibility in’o the coun­
cil of cardinals in 1870.

The Holy Office resents the rather mild criti­
cism of the “exegetes” that faith rests on proba­
bilities. The church demands the admission that 
its teachings are certainties. And yet to term 
them probabilities is “letting them down e?sy.” 
The most of them are impossibilities, or else 
our knowledge of the natural and secular world 
is a dream. Either dogma is false, or science is 
an illusion. What faith actually rests on, in the 
Catholic church, the Mormon church, the Chris­
tian Science church, or any other church, is ig­
norance, fraud, and superstition.

A ranker heresy is- that condemned in Error 
27, to wit, that the divinity of Jesus is not prov­
ed, from the gospels, but is deriv'd frrm the no­
tion of a messiah. The pope would have it that 
Jesus was the “natural son” of God, as he might 
have been the natural son of a man who was not 
¡his mother’s husband. Refined commentators 

have objected to the idea, as derogating from the 
majesty of the Creator, that he descended to such 
organic.relations with one of his lady crcat.-.res 
as would be necessary to make the Catholic dog­
ma good. Hence they. have explained that the 
people were expecting a messiah, or felt that they 
ought to have one, since the religious systems 
of their poorest neighbors could boast of demi­
gods, and so they fixed upon Jesus Christ, a real 
or imaginary person, and invested him with such 
wisdom, power, and virtue as they believed a 
messiah should possess. To this extent Jesus 
was a natural son of God, because that is the 
natural way in which, as history shows, demi­
gods and saviors have been begotten.

A part of the messiah-making process is the 
providing of a resurrection for the demigod 
when dead, for all of them were slain. Jésus got 
his. As the “exegetes” affirm, the Christian 
conscience “derived’* the resurrection from other 
"facts”—namely, the fact related of other sa­
viors. The Inquisition makes an error (36) of 
teaching that the resurrection is neither demon­
strated nor demonstrable. And yet these lord 
cardinals do not condescend to give us the dem­
onstration, A difficulty in the way of their do­
ing so is the fact that of the several accounts 
of. the resurrection no two are alike. The most 
that any of them could demonstrate would be 
that the writers of the others did not know 
what they were talking about.
' The syllabus is an excessively tedious docu­
ment, and no one can be blamed for filing it 
away for future reference without reading it 
through. We trust, however, that none will over­
look Error 57—that “the church has shown her­
self to be hostile to the progress or. natural and 
theological sciences.” Is that an' error,? If it 
is, then history is a fairy story. The -reader is 
m'oved m wonder to ask himself whether it is a 
fact or a delusion that the progress of science 
has in the past been obstructed by anything, and 
if so, by what? He finds., that .astronomical 
science was handicapped by its exponents’ being 
brought- before a certain Inquisition and con­
demned to death ; that medical . science, de­
nounced as Atheistic, fell under the ban in favor 
of miracles, exorcisms, and “pasto.al medicine” 
generally; that geological science ran up against 
Genesis, its advocates being forced to recant and 
deny their discoveries; that biological science 
met substantially the same fate; that chemical 
science was discouraged and subordinated to old 
methods; that the science, of evolution was term­
ed “a brutal philosophy—to wit, .there is no God, 
and the ape is-our A’dam”; that a pope referred 
to the scientific demonstrations of the greatest 
naturalist on earth as “the aberrations of Darwin­
ism,” and that as many natural sciences as there 
are have had to fight for their life against a pow­
er which. claimed jurisdiction oyer science, edu­
cation, and faith. What was that power? It has 
always been identified with theology, with the 
church, the Inquisition, the Vatican, or , the pope. 
But the pope says that is an error. Fie should 
have added a seventy-sixth to his enumeration 
of errors, and condemned truth-telling as' the 
fundamental heresy out of which the sixty-five 
others have arisen!

As for "theological science,” the only science 
properly so-called would seem to be that to 
which modern criticisjn is devoted—that is, the 
acquiring and classifying of knowledge concern­
ing the origin and meaning of scripture and 
church dogma, which may be called a depart­
ment of comparative mythology. The Inquisition 
and the pope repudiate the charge of hostility to 
the progress of theological science, and yet the 
document we are reviewing defines and repro­
bates as error and heresies as many as gixty-five 

»—or practically all—of the conclusions reached 
by the scholars who have applied the methods of 
science to theology. Would the pope oblige us 
With a hint as to what course he would take if 
he were really hostile to the progress of the the­
ological sciences ?

This syllabus, if it were a set of affirmations 
of the Catholic faith, would not be found special­
ly available for the columns of The Truth Seeker. 
The creed of the church can be found in Roman 
Catholic publications. But this is different; it is 
a list of the church’s negations; we might say 
of the truths which the church denies. And more 
than that the syllabus is a very good summary 
of the affirmations of modern scholarship in op­
position to the dogmas of the church. Which 
is the more likely to be true—historical scholar­
ship or theological dogma?

The cry of “witchcraft” was raised last week 
in Pemberwick, Conn., when a- man known as 
Henry Spilkins, also called the Rev. Adolphe de 
Rossa, came to that hamlet and started a "pente- 
costal” revival. Spilkins, or de Rossa, “drew 
many - after., .him,” depopulating the local 
churches. The ministers disapproved, and com­
municated their aversion for the evangelist to 
their flocks. As a consequence charges of hyp­
notism were circulated, and one day something 
inflammable was hurled at Spilkins, setting fire 
to and consuming the tent in which he preach­
ed. A curious note on the incident is the com­
ment of Mr. Hearst’s American that the farm­
ers and villagers raised “the ominous cry of 
'witchcraft/ as did their ancestors when they 
burned Ann Hutchinson at the stake three hun­
dred years ago.” But Ann Hutchinson was not 
accused of witchcraft, nor was she or any witch 
burned at the stake in America. Ann Hutchin­
son was a “new woman,” and organized members 
of her sex to discuss doctrinal questions, in­
cluding the sermons to which they had listened. 
She was banished from Rhode Island for preach­
ing strange doctrines, and coming to New Am­
sterdam and locating near Hell Gate, she was 
murdered by the Indians in 1643. There was an 
Ann Putnam who flourished two hundred years 
ago. She was a leader in the great witchcraft 
conspiracy which brought many innocent per­
sons to death, and confessed her guilt in 1706. 
She died piously in her bed ten years later. Ac­
cording to the superstition of the New Testa­
ment the Pemberwick revivalist, if he has the 
evil eye, would be called a sorcerer. The 
apostle Paul taught the clergy how to deal with 
that breed. Paul “set his eyes” on Elymas, apos­
trophizing him as a child of the devil, and “im­
mediately there fell on him a mist of darkness; 
and,he went about seeking some to lead him by 
the hand.” No such fate as this has fallen upon 
Spilkins, who declares that he will keep, on 
preaching the word as he sees it. 'The affair re­
vives a superstition which was supposed to be 
dead for all time in New England.

Sometimes a solemn truth emerges from a jest 
of the “funny man.” This thought-provoker is 
from the Chicago Daily News:

“A laborer in eastern Indiana died recently and the 
members of the fraternal order in which he held 
membership called upon his widow to find how they 
might be of most assistance in distress. They 
made all arrangements for the order’s attending the 
funeral, but before settling upon the final details for 
the obsequies they desired to know if the deceased 
had any special church affiliation.

“ ‘Did your husband belong to any church’’ was 
asked.

1 “ ‘W'y, no,’ said the woman, in astonishment; *he 
'never done nothin’ to belong to church fur.’ ”

Why should the honest and upright join a 
church? The salvation which the church dis­
penses, the conversions and repentance it pre­
scribes, are for wretches like Harry Orchard who 
seek to escape the penalty of their crimes by a 
miscarriage of justice. They have done some­
thing to belong to church for,



SOME PAGAN GONTKAblS.
HEATHEN AND CHRISTIAN MORALS 

AND PHILOSOPHY COMPARED.

Superior Attitude of Greek, Roman, and Persian 
'Commentators on the Affairs of Life, Including 
■Conduct Toward Man and the Supposed Dei» 
ties—Ignorance of Christian Representatives, 

BY L. H. DANA.
I. The Jewish-Christian religion WriS Evolved 

by à nation without courage. The Jews were ■ 
seldom victors, they were often conquered ; they 
sometimes came out ahead when wrestling with 
angels, but such conquests as they woh over men 
were brought about mainly by the blowing of 
trumpets and by appeals to Jehovah, not by 
actual recourse to arms. Consequently there is 
not in their writings the spirit of independence 
which is admired by Western nations; on the 
contrary, there dominates instead the sadness of 
the forever vanquished, which is opposed to the 
natural cheerfulness and healthfulness of mind of 
the Occidental. To the Christian death appears 
as an event full of terror, for the enduring of 
which he depends upon divine assistance; he has 
much to say about the shadow of death, the ter­
rors of death, the bitterness of death, the re­
moving of the "sting”' of death, of deliverance 
from death, and the like; and he avoids evil in 
this world, not primarily because it is. abhorrent 
to his moral sense, but in order that he may 
have a clear conscience in .the hour of this last' 
ordeal. No such idea occurs to the mind of tlie 
Persian, the Greek, or the Roman, members of 
sturdy and victorious races in their time. Says 
the philosophical Horace:

Ut melius, quidquid erit pati, 
Seu plures hiemes, seu tribuit Juppiter ultimam 
................................. .Vina liques.

-And Omar,
Why, if the Soul can fling the Dust aside, 
And naked on the Air of Heaven ride,

Were’t not a Shame—were’t nbt a Shame for him 
In this clay carcass crippled to abide? — • -

Says Seneca: “That man can never be miser­
able who finds it easy, to die,” and “Fear of 
death drives the wretched to prayer.”' Aristo­
phanes: “To fear death is great folly, since it is 
fated to all of us to die.” Plautus : "Death I es­
teem a trifle when not merited by evil actions.”

Listen to Marcus Aurelius : “Thou hast em­
barked, thou hast made the voyage, thou art 
come to shore, get out. If indeed to another 
life, there is no want of gods, not even there; 
but if to a state without sensation, thou wilt 
cease to be held by pains and pleasures. . . . If 
any god told thee that thou shalt die to-morrow, 
or certainly on the day after to-morrow; thou 
wouldst .not care much whether it was on the 
third day or on the morrow, unless thou wast in 
the highest degree mean-spirited ; for how small 
is the difference! So think it no great thing to 
die after as many years as thou canst name 
rather, than to-morrow.”

Here is a spirit we shall not find in the Chris­
tian ritual, which prays to be delivered from sud­
den death. These great Pagan minds are riot 
seeking external assistance to bear death ; they 
do not fear it, forasmuch as fear is a tiling be­
low their nature.

2. The philosopher objects to the Christian re­
ligion for another- reason, growing directly- from 
the above: namely, that thé Jews were cruel— 
for lack of physical courage and cruelty are of 
course entirely synonymous terms. The Jewish 
Jehovah enjoined upon his chosen people such 
atrocities in war that they now make .most pe­
culiarly unpleasant and repulsive reading.' “By 
their fruits ye shall judge them,” says thé 
Rev. Wm. Quâyle of Chicago; and if we are to 
be allowed to pick out the very worst fruits, 
as he does in the case of the Buddhist and Mo­
hammedan religions, we shall indeed say that 
the “brew of its wine was poisonous, and the 
brew of its breath was poisonous, and its light 
was darkness,” as he himself remarks of another 
religion. We shall think of the Crusades, and of 
St. Bartholomew’s Day, and of the thumbscréw, 
the hot pincers, the rack, the fagot, and all the 
refinement of torture that long made Christian 
warfare a thing to stagger the brain and to break

«ve Heart; and then we snan tunr w—-r- 
‘danism, and in its philosophy we shall find noth­
ing which might have produced these unfor­
tunate results of bigotry. Why, .tften, the cruel­
ty which, as the RLV-. ML i^ftayle observes, has 
been so widely depìòFetl by travelers in China? 
Simply because life Cninese, as reported by all 
travelers, rife h naturally cowardly and there­
fore ri fr’ù'èl nation ; and we shall say, in the 

I dfetfòh ‘of Mr. Quayle, “You go and plaster fruit 
òn the tree; it is not the tree’s fault, it is the 
fault of him who plasters it on” ; in other words, 
the Chinaman is cruel in spite of Confucianism, 
not because of it. Ah, how plain this appears 
to Mr. Quayle in relation to his own religion; 
how obscure it is to him ih the case of Othéftì I 
The worst atrocities that have ever been prac­
ticed by man have been done in the nanfe Qf 
various religions. Why was this? Let Us stop 
a moment and reflect again that fear is cruel, 
and I think we shall see why it is.

The Japanese are a kindly, courteous, cultured 
nation ; they lack our vulgar ostentation; they 
combine in the most curious and altogether Un­
paralleled way. the characteristics Of the Stoics 
with the art-loving.qualities òf the Athenians. It 
is indeed doubtful, think those most conver­
sant with them as a people, whether we shall 
be able to effect any improvemerit by the in-, 
troduction of our “civilization” and ritif Ways of 
thinking.

•England is a Christian nation. It forced war 
upon the inoffensive Chinese that it might sell 
them opium—Oiie of the inOst, perftiCioUs and 
deadly drugs which has ever.Shattered the health 
of men. Recently it' took tip the burden of. the 
Kimberly diàmpnd mineS àgàinSt the .just pro­
tests of the Briefs, rind iS Still ChOefitiily and 
resignedly carrying abOtit ‘thi§ Weight-—in . its 
pockets. It IS a Christian nation. “By their 
works ye shall.kriOw them,” quotes the Rev. Mr. 
Quayle.

3. The Rev.' Mr. Quayle of Chicago thinks the 
Christian Bible contains the most -elevated 
thought and has inspired- the -most noble litera­
ture, 0L.any_J3.00k that has. been-written. I- do 
not know where there is in it, or in the writings 
óf its adherents, such an admirable sentiment 
as these from. Marcus Aurelius:' .

“One man, when- he has done' a service tó • 
another, is ready to set it down, to his account 
as a favor conferred. Another is not ready to do 
this, but still in his own mind he thinks of 
the .man as his debtor, and he knows what he 
has. done. A third in a mariner does not even 
know what he has done, but he is like a vine 
which has produced grapes,' and seeks- for noth­
ing more after it- has once- produced Its proper 
fruit.” “Never value, anything as profitable' to 
thyself which shall compel;.thee to break thy 
promise, to lose 'thy self-respect, to hate any 
man, to suspect, to curse, to act the hypocrite, to 
desire anything which needs walls and curtains.” 
“Does any one’do wrong? It is to himself that 
he does the wrong,”

“Every moment .think steadily as a Roman 
and a man to do what thou hast in hand with 
perfect and simple'dignity, and feeling of affec­
tion, and freedom, and justice, and to give thy­
self relief from all other thoughts.” .

There is nothing which repels us or Offends 
our sensibilities, in the meditations Of the great 
Stoic philosopher,; all his thoughts are beautiful 
and simple thoughts ; no man can go wrong who 
fashions his life in accordance with them; but 
Marcus Aurelius does not say, “Thus saith the 
Lord,” arid “He that does not act in accordance 
with‘what I say, let him'be stoned.” Ali, no; 
rather, speaking of men’s ignorance of good and 
bad, he says, “This defect (lack of moral percep­
tion) being not less than that which deprives 
us of the power of distinguishing things that are 
white and black,” so that, as he says, the mis­
takes of men move our pity, -not our implacable 
anger.

And (his brings us to objection No. 4, namely, 
the incongruity Of the idea of a father who can­
not forgive his own creations. In the words of - 
Old Omar, the Tentmaker,

Attar a momentary silence spake
Some Vessel of a more ungainly Make;'

“They sneer at me for leaning all awry ;
What! did the Hand then of the Potter shake?”

If we are to conceive of the universe work- 

we are to find out and follow as best we can, 
that is quite another and entirely different con­
cept; similar to the thought that if wé do not 
have proper plumbing in our houses we shall 
get diphtheria and perhaps die; but no human 
father would willingly allow his children to dwell 
in such a house; if necessary, he would forget 
his dignity and theirs, and turn them all out of 
doors nolens volens, if he could, rather than see 
them fall victims to the scourge of a fatal dis­
ease.

Mr. Quayle bewails the héartlegsriësg df the 
Christian Scientist, who, like the follower df the 
Stoic philosophy, rides hot dissolve-in the weak­
ness of tears 0v6f thé inëxrirâble rind inevitable 
fate df rriâri-. Hé sâys, “Sdirietinies Chfisfiari 
Scientists sit at thè bedside Of their dying arid 
even of their dead and have not the anguish Of 

. a tear. I am sayirig that in the long run there 
is no pity at all nrif sympathy; Mf. Quayle 
belongs tri a ehufeh that fof cëntufieS Has burn­
ed into thé brains df nieti thè hideous and Atroci­
ous- thought that the creator df the universe 
consciously prodiiced initiions of mèri for ilri 
other purpose than that they might everlastirig- 
ly endurë thë tofmënts df hell: Suòli 3 belief is 
not prOdlictivè df teats, it is vêrÿ tfue; it dried 
the milk of hümati kifldnësé in the Breast; it 
drove the moisture óf féfeling and thé véfy light 
of reason from thfe hilmàn éyfe, Arid reputable 
alienists wili tell us that it is filling th& inëurablë 
wards of out insâne âsylüms today: Tflérë is â 
story of a Japanese aitisi who rincé pâiritéd. â 
picture of the infernal regions, cruël, hidëpus,- re­
pulsive in the extreme; when he Had finished 
his work, he tdofe one good. l.òng làst ioolt—add 
had the grace to fall dead with hofror at thé fddt 
of the canvas. For such a man, deluded, but sym­
pathetic, we can feel respect; but what words 
shall we devise, to express our repulsion , for the 
man who gazes at such a picture with com­
placency, even with thanksgiving, that he does 
not behold his own face painted among the pro­
spective victims? If Mr. Quayle and his church 
no -longer believe ■'thêsfê'”thîiigy,- lef^ïrfCTff^com^^ 
forth boldly and say so, and express their ever­
lasting contrition over the irreparable harm they 
have done by. the formulation of, and insistence 
upon, such a creed. What makes one set of men 
in Russia today fall upon innocent, helpless 
Jews,' burn and beat and pillage and flog until 
men and women go mad with the horror of the 
very recollection ? Who -burned Giordano Bruno 
in the public square of Rome? Who tortured 
Galileo? Christians have done- these things and 
they have done them not in spite of, but in ac­
cordance with, the very book which Mr. Quayle 
regards as the cornerstone of our civilization, 
without which he thinks there can be no ele­
vated sentiment, rio depth of feeling.. We shall 
get our evidence for this assertion at first hand:

“If thy brother, the son of thy mother, cr thy 
son, ór the wife of thy bosom, or the friend 
which is as thine own soul, entice thee secretly, 
saying, Let us go and serve other gods, . . . thou 
shalt stone him with stones, that he die” (Deut. 
xiii, 6-11).

“If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, 
which will not obey the voice of. his father or 
the voice of his mother, . . . all thé men of his 
city shall stone him with stones” (Deut. xxi, 
18-22).

“Ye shall keep the Sabbath therefore; for it is 
holy unto you. Everyone that defileth it shall 
surely be put to death” (Exodus xxxi, 14).

“Take heed to yourselves that ye go not up 
into the mount . . . whosoever toucheth the 
mount shall surely be put to death” (Exodus xix, 
12). ‘ ,

“When the tabernacle is to be pitched, the 
Levites shall set it' up; and the stranger that 
cometh nigh shall be put to death” (Num. i, 51).

“A man also or woman that hath' a familiar 
spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put 
to death ; they shall stone them with stones, 
their blood shall be upon them” (Levit. xx, 27)..

“And the Israelitish woman’s son blasphemed 
the name of the Lord and cursed; and they 
brought him unto Moses, and they put him in 
ward that the mind of the Lord might be shown 
them. And the Lord spake unto Moses saying. 
Bring forth him that hath cursed without the 
ça.mp and le( all that heard him lay their hands
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Upon his head, and let all the congregation stone 
him . . . and he that blasphemeth the name of 
the Lord, he shall surely be put to death, and 
all the congregation shall certainly stone him, 
as well the stranger as he that is born in the 
land, when he blasphemeth the name of the Lord 
shall be put to death.”

“But he that blasphemeth against the Holy 
Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of 
eternal damnation” (Mark iii, 29).

And yet Mr. Quayle says: “You cannot find 
anything in Christianity that doesn’t bring 
brightness and beauty and bird song to the 
world; and the Rev. Dr. Burns of Chicago rises 
and tells us, “The trouble today is that the Bible 
ho longer is taken as history. It is being denied 
as the word of God, instead of being taken as the 
message of the Creator to man, containing an 
unfailing record of fact, truth and all that is 
necessary for man to know. It is the only stand­
ard for the Christian church—the only supernat­
ural record of the divine being ever given to any 
people.” Bigotry and ignorance could scarcely 
go further than this; but words to the same ef­
fect are still Uttered from hundreds of our 
churches today, especially among the smaller, 
less cultured communities.

Some Of the clergymen say they no lodger 
suppóse these ideas to be true; why, then, do 
they revile Robert Ingersoll and Thomas Paine, 
whose only fault was that they, too, had no faith 
in them? If the Old Testament is not believed 
in nowadays by Christians, why do they bind it 
in the first part of their Bible? Why not put in 
selections from Socrates or Aristotle? The world 
has indeed grown too good to believe a large 
part of what is in the Bible, but let not Mr. 
Quayles ascribe, as he does, this advance in 
thought to the teachings of the Christian church; 
every step of it has been made in the face of 
the most dogged opposition on the part of the 
clergy. Step, by step they have yielded, but only 
as they were forced from without to do so; and 
they have ever been ready to hurl threats of eter- 
na7 damnation against the reforming “blasphem- 
ers.” To this day some people believe (and the 
church taught it to them) that the devil carried 
away Thomas Paine ; and they believe that In­
gersoll died in an agony of remorse, while the 
facts of the case are that he died with a smile 
upon his face, and the last words that left his 
lips were, “Better now!” The world certainly 
is “better now” because Robert Ingersoll lived 
awhile in it.

Mr. Quayle’s inquiry whether any other relig­
ion than Christianity created “a life that could 
stand up and say, ‘I am a man and I have a 
right to stay because I am a man,’,” is too ab­
surd to be considered. Christianity says: in the 
words of Job, that man is a wcfrm ;. and the Bible 
further inquires, “What is man, that thou art 
mindful of him?” It was left for a revolter 
against Christianity, for Robert Burns,- to -say 
these great words:

“For a’ that and a’ that. 
Our toils obscure and a* that. 

The rank is but the guinea stamp, 
The man’s the gowd for a’ that.”

“What has Christianity done for us?” asks Mr. 
Quayle. “It has made,” he answers himself, “a 
free America not only possible but actual.” 1 
think it has been shown how much freedom there 
would be in America if we really had Christian^ 
ity here—not a few things selected from Chris­
tianity, but the scheme in its entirety. We 
might further remember that it made it “not only 
possible but actual” for us during several hun­
dred years to love our black brother (and inci­
dentally his wife also) so that for the general 
good of his soul we stole the labor of his hands, 
emphasizing our fraternal affection in the mean­
time by blows on his defenseless back from the 
whip of the tender-hearted overseer, while hun­
dreds of clergymen all through the North and 
South stood up in their pulpits and enjoined 
slaves to obey their masters! The abolition of 
slavery in this country was not due to the efforts 
of clergymen. They did not think that “the 
man’s the gowd for a’ that.”

5. Intelligent men and women do not like to 
read in the Bible (1 Samuel xxviii) how “Saul 
seeketh a witch and calleth up the spirit of Sam­
uel and converseth with it,” if they are to be 
asked t° consider tK'? book “an upfailing record 

of fact, truth, and all that is necessary for man 
to know,” They do not like to hear stories about 
“miracles,” We go out in the morning and we 
see the Sky beginning to assume an exquisite 
flush of pleasure at the first signal of the sun’s 
approach; we see the colors deepen and become 
ever more and more resplendent, and at last we 
behold the great hero pushing his indomitable 
head over the eastern hills; we know that he 
did this before the pyramids were built on the 
plains of Egypt; we presume that he. will still 
rise in all his gorgeousness long after men have 
forgotten that pyramids ever were;, and that is 
miracle enough for us. We do not believe a word 
about Joshua telling the great fire orb to stand 
still—he doesn't move anyway, at least, not so 
as to. be perceptible to us.

We hold out our black coat sleeve in winter, 
and down come myriads of what the poetic 
Japanese call “snow flowers.” We look at them 
through our microscope, and lo, they aré of the 
most wonderfully beautiful and varied shapes; 
and even aS we look, they turn into another form 
and run away from us; and there is a miracle so 
far beyofld our comprehension that we áre speech­
less with delight and wonder. These aré the 
marvels that wé loVe to Contemplate; but we do 
not like to hear about dflncing Sticks, and the 
changing Of One liquid into another,' for w'e can 
go to Out theatres and see the, wizard Kellar 
turning bits of papef into steaming chocolate and 
hot milk, or see him shake great baskets Of real 
roses from a'small square of paper. He will 
tell us how the better class of fakirs in the East 
do these very things and scorn to take money 
for such performances, because they aré a part of 
their religion. That is the religion of-an innate­
ly. dishonest people, for the Oriental,^ as a rulé, 
has no' idea of honesty, all travelers are agreed 
on that point ; that is not the sort of belief we 
want in our country today and that we desire 
to have taught to boys and girls who we hope 
may develop into honest sensible men' and 
'women. We will do well, when we are thinking 
about these things -to remember- that disitigenu- 
ousness of thought in one direction leads most 
logically to deviation from truth in another; and, 
furthermore, that when a. human being 'tears 
from him, as no 'longer beautiful, the róbe which 
his mother wrapped about him in his child­
hood, he -finds that, like the poisoned garment 
of mythology, it has grown tó his very flesh; he 
rends it away only with the greatest' anguish, 
and with it, perhaps, will come much of truth 
and much óf beauty that could ill be spared:

6. Christianity tó many of'us' seems without 
that due sense of balance which Horace com­
mended. And Antoninus says, in enumerating 
the good qualities of his father: “And the .things 
which conduce in any way to the commodity of 
life, and of which fortune gives an abundant 
supply, he used without arrogance and without 
excusing himself, so that'when he had them, he 
enjoyed'them without affectation, and when he had 
them not, he did not want them.” Hów different- 
from the vow of the church-to “poverty, chastity, 
and obedience!” How far more mindful of the 
tendency of the pendulum to swing to the op­
posite extreme, so that when. a man has long 
suffered the pangs of hunger,' he grasps raven­
ously of food, and, unless-restrained, dies from 
putting it too greedily into a diseased stomach. 
When Marcus Aurelius says again, “It is not 
fit that I should give myself pain, for I have 
never intentionally given pain to another,” how 
his admirable sanity distinguishes him from a 
fanatic who scourges his back- for the good’'Of 
his, soul, sits lamenting in sackcloth and ashes, 
or yvho stands, St. Simon-like, upon a pillar! “By 
their works ye- shall know them."

A Japanese Criticism.
Professor Chamberlain, the great English au­

thority upon all things Japanese, says: “From 
hints dropped by several of the educated, and 
from the still more interesting, because frankly 
naive, remarks made by Japanese servants 
whom I have taken with me to Europe at differ­
ent. times, I found that the traveled Japanese 
consider our three most prominent character­
istics to be dirt, laziness and superstition.’’-^- 
Kansas City Star,

HR. ROCKEFELLER AND HIS 
IMPORTED PULPIT MAGNATE.

The Domestic Product Replaced by a "Great” 
Preacher with Healing in His Whoop.

BY ZENO.
Never was the pulpit of a great country and a 

brainy people so poorly manned as in these 
United States today. Great preachers have had 
their day-and ceased to be and the same seems 
true of great statesmen, not only here, but in Eu­
rope.

We are primarily » business 'people and have 
gloried in carrying the export and import game 
into the very holy of holies. For' fifty years 
we, as a nation of saints, mourning the domestic 
lack of pious 'scholarship, combined with the 
preaching gift, have been busy importing Irish, 
Welsh, Scotch, and English "divines” (a cross 
between diety and humanity) to exemplify the 
angelic heights to which tailor-made pulpiteers 
can soar, and to improve the breed of us com­
mon sinners. These imports are mostly, if not 
whplly, Protestant, as the others are not given 
.to' carnal alliances. A.goodly number of these 
models survive, but those of the first-water (to 
use a trade term which equally suits the preach­
er business) are mostly extinct,,and the remain­
der are moribund.

Of course, it- is only fair to remember that 
thefe are two theories, of the pulpit, one is that 
it exists to wake us up; the. other, that its mis­
sion is to, put us to sleep. Success Has crowded 
itself upon the able workers in the latter class in 
the.form- of golden aureoles for, mark you, our 
managers of the pulpit departments in the church 
concerns are keen buyers, and never stick-at 
offering a price that will corner the market in 
their special brand of spiritual cocktails or 
opiates,, as the case may be. So we have seen 
a generation of foreign contract laborers imposed 
—by grace of God and his business trustees— 
upon our great universities, sectarian colleges, 
and gilt-edge' pulpits. Moderately good of their 
kind, none of them approached our home prod­
ucts, Beecher, Talmage, Sam .Jones, Moody, et 
al.,- as performers able to draw crowded houses, 
or circuses, which is, after all, the one thing 
needful in a ‘¿great” preacher. Of truly genteel 
pulpiteers, polished, worldly-wise, easy-going, 
“who never mention hell to ears polite,” we have 
been, and are, afflicted with a superabundance. 
But does not one of New York’s most, fashion­
able Fifth-Aventie churches proclaim itself the 
Church of the Heavenly Rest?

In trade exchange we have exported our home­
grown Evangelists, in gangs and hordes, in our 
eagerness to get rid of preaching that disturbs 
our heavenly rest. These truly self-denying 
Variety performers combine the distinct arts of 
sermon-reciting, and praying; by the clock, sing­
ing and gymnastics, playing the Hamlet ghost 
and Lady Macbeth delirium tremens, giving 
parodies of the priest in the confessional as they 
slink around whispering pious drivel in the'ears 
of hysterical women squirming between the 
seats.

.So,touching, to our hearts and pockets, is this 
self-sacrifice of the Evangel mongers and their 
exporters, it sets us wondering how either group 
has the brazenness before God and man to ban­
ish'these,: our human saviors, to foreign lands 
before they have exterminated sin and sinners in 
their own native land. Europe is certainly not 
entirely saved, even yet despite our exports, but 
do not we Americans lead the world in every­
thing great, and is not sin a great commodity?

At last; at last, we have an import guaranteed 
to be worth more than his- weight in diamonds. 
Only a ^Rockefeller could furnish the bait that 

t would catch so great- a whale alive. A Rocke­
feller who supplies the oil of grace that keeps 
the sacred lamp of standard religion burning in 
a Fifth Avenue church, ever soaking in water, 
’Tis he, ’tis he! Saint John of the Holy Pipe Line 
and Tank, who has vouchsafed to secure the 
Only One who is pining to save the American 
people, and has the goods on him that will do 
the trick.

The Patron has not posed as a mighty intel­
lect, like brother Carnegie, so it was not to be 
expected that hi§ whale would prove to be as
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SOME PAGAN CONTRASTS.
HEATHEN AND CHRISTIAN MORALS 

AND PHILOSOPHY COMPARED.

Superior Attitude of Greek, Roman, and Persian 
'Commentators on the Affairs of Life, Including 
■Conduct Toward Man and the Supposed Dei­
ties—Ignorance of Christian Representatives.

BY L. H. DANA.
I. The Jewish-Christian religion was "evolved 

by a nation without courage. The Jews were 
seldom victors, they were often conquered ; they 
sometimes came out ahead when wrestling with 
angels, but such conquests as they won over men 
were brought about mainly by the blowing of 
trumpets and by appeals to Jehovah, not by 
actual recourse to arms. Consequently there is 
not in their writings the spirit of independence 
which is admired by Western nations; on the 
contrary, there dominates instead the sadness of 
the forever vanquished, which is opposed to the 
natural cheerfulness and healthfulness of mind of 
the Occidental. To the Christian death appears 
as an event full of terror, for the enduring of 
which he depends upon divine assistance ; he has 
much to say about the shadow of death, the ter­
rors of death, the bitterness of death, the re­
moving of the “sting”' of death, of deliverance 
from death, and the like; and he avoids evil in 
this world, not primarily because it is. abhorrent 
to his moral sense, but in order that he may 
have a clear conscience in .thé hour of this last 
ordeal. No such idea occurs to the mind of the 
Persian, the Greek, or the Roman, members of 
sturdy and victorious races in their time. Says 
the philosophical Horace:

Ut melius, quidquid erit paid, 
Seu plures Memes, seu tribuit Juppiter ultimam 
......... .Vina liques.

■And Omar,
■Why, it the Soul can fling the Dust aside, 
And naked on the Air of Heaven ride,

Were’t not a Shame—were’t not a Shame for him 
In this clay carcass crippled to abide?

Says Seneca : “That man can never be miser­
able who finds it easy, to die,” and “Fear of 
death drives the wretched tp prayer.” Aristo­
phanes: “To fear death is great fol'ly, since it is 
fated to all of us to die.” . Plautus : “Death I es­
teem a trifle when not merited by evil actions.”

Listen to Marcus Aurelius: “Thou hast em­
barked, thou hast made the voyage, thou art 
come to shore, get out. If indeed’ to another 
life, there is no want of gods, not even there; 
but if to a state without sensation, thou wilt 
cease to be held by pains and pleasures. . . . If 
any god told thee that thou shalt die to-morrow; 
or certainly on the day after to-morrow, thou 
wouldst .not care much whether it. was .on the 
third day or on the morrow, unless thou wast in 
the highest degree mean-spirited ; "for how small 
is the difference ! So think it no great thing to 
die after as many years as thou canst name 
rather, than to-morrow.”

Here is a spirit we shall not find in thé Chris­
tian ritual, which prays to be delivered from sud­
den death. These great Pagan minds are not 
seeking external assistance to bear death; they 
do not fear it, forasmuch as fear is a tiling be­
low their nature.

2. The philosopher objects to the Christian re­
ligion for another-reason, growing directly-from 
the above: namely, that the Jews were cruel— 
for lack of physical courage and cruelty are of 
course entirely synonymous terms: The Jewish 
Jehovah enjoined upon his chosen people such 
atrocities in war that they now make .most pe­
culiarly unpleasant and repulsive reading.1 “By 
their fruits ye shall judge them,” says the 
Rev. Wm. Quayle of Chicago; and if we are to 
be allowed to pick out the very worst fruits, 
as he does in the case of the Buddhist and Mo­
hammedan religions, we shall indeed say that 
the “brew of its wine was poisoffous, and the 
brew of its breath was poisonous, and its light 
was darkness,” as he himself remarks of another 
religion. We shall think'of the Crusades, and of 
St. Bartholomew’s Day, and of the thumbscréw, 
the hot pincers', the rack, the fagot, and all the 
refinement of torture that long made Christian 
warfare a thing to stagger the brain and to break 

the tièârt; and then we shall turn to Confu­
cianism, arid in its philosophy we shall find noth­
ing which might have produced these unfor­
tunate results of'bigotry. Why,.then, the cruel­
ty which, as the Rev. MF. Wôayle observes, has 
been so widely ttejAOMl by travelers in "China? 
Simply because thé vHriese, as reported by all 
travelers, hfe %. na’turally cowardly and there­
fore ft bWêl nation ; and we shall say, in .tile 
dfôÜ&n "ôf Mr. Quayle, “You go and plaster fruit 
On the tree; it is not the tree's fault, it is the 
fault of,him who plasters it on”; in other words,' 
the Chinaman is cruel in spite of Confucianism, 
not because of it. Ah, how plain this appears 
to Mr. Quayle in relation to his own religion; 
how obscure it is to him in the case of Others! 
The worst atrocities that have ever been prac­
ticed by man have been done in the nftriie 0f 
various religions. Why was this?. Let lis stop 
a moment and refleet again, that fear is efuel, 
and I think , we shall see why it is.

The Japanese are a kindly, courteous, cultured 
nation; they lack our vulgar ostentation ; they 
combine in the most curious and altogether Un­
paralleled way the characteristics i of the Stoics 
with the art-lovihg.Qualities, of the Athenians. It 
is indeed doubtful, think those most conver­
sant with the'to as a .people, whether we shall 
be able to effect any improvement by the in­
troduction of our “civilization” and Ouf Wâÿs of 
thinking.

■England is a.-Christian nation. It forced war 
upon the inoffensive Chinese that' it might sell 
them opium—One of. the riirist perftiêiôüs and 
deadly drugs whieh has ever Shattered th'e health 
of men-. Recently it’ took ‘lip the Burdên of. the 
Kimberly diârftônd mïneS âgâinSt thé ..just pro­
tests of the Shelf's, ftnd is Still chberftilly and 
resignedly carrying ftbôüt this . Weight—in,, its 
pockets. It iS ft Christian nation. “By their 
works ye Shall.ldtoW them,” quotes .the Rev. Mr. 
Quayle.

3. The Rev." Mr. Quayle' of Chicago thinks the 
Christian Bible contains thé most- - elevated 
thought and has inspired the -most noble litera­
ture, of. any., book-that has-been-written. I do 
not know where' there is in it, or in the. writings 
of its adherents, such an admirable sentiment 
as these from Marcus Aurelius : .

“One man, when hé has done' a service to t 
'another, is ready to set it: down, to his account 
as .a favor conferred. Another is not ready to do 
this, but still, in his own mind he thinks of 
the man as his debtor, and he knows what he 
has. done. A. third in a manner does not even 
know'What he has done, but hé is like a'vine 
which has produced grapes, and seeks- for noth­
ing more:after it- has Once produced its proper 
fruit.” “Never value: anything as- profitable - to 
thyself which shall compel .thee to break thy 
promise, to lose ’thy self-respect, to hate any 
man, to suspect,', to curse, to act the hypocrite, to 
desire anything which needs walls and curtains.” 
“Does any one do wrong? It is to himself that 
he does the wrong!”

“Every moment think steadily as a Roman 
and a .man tp do what thou hast in hand with 
perfect and simple' dignity, and feeling of affec­
tion, and freedom, and justice, and to give thy­
self relief from all other thoughts.” •

There is nothing which repels us or offends 
our sensibilities, in the meditations of the great 
Stoic:philosopher,; all his thoughts are beautiful 
and simple thoughts; no man can go wrong who 
fashions his life in accordance with them ; but 
Marcus Aurelius does not say, “Thus saith the 
Lord,” and “Hé that does riot act in accordance 
with'what I say, let him be stoned.” Ah, no; 
rather, speaking of men’s ignorance of good and 
bad, he says, “This defect (lack of moral percep­
tion) being not less than .that which deprives 
us of the power of distinguishing things that are 
white and black,” so that, as he says, the mis­
takes of men move our pity, not our implacable 
anger.

And this brings us to objection No. 4, namely, 
the incongruity of the idea of a father whp can­
not forgive his own creations. In the words of 
old Omar, the Tentmaker,

After a momentary silence spake
Some Vessel of a more ungainly Make;

“They sneer at me for leaning all awry;
What! did the Hand then of .the Potter shake?”

If we are to conceive of the universe work­

ing in accordance with inexorable laws, which 
we are to find out and follow as best we can, 
that is quite another and entirely different con­
cept, similar to the thought that if we do not 
have proper plumbing in our houses we shall 
get diphtheria and perhaps die; but no human 
father would willingly allow his children to dwell 
in such a house; if necessary, he would forget 
his dignity and theirs, and turn them all out of 
doors nolens volens, if he could, rather than see 
them fall victims to the scourge of a fatal dis- ,
ease.

Mr. Quayle bewails the hëaftlegsnëss of the 
Christian Scientist, who, like the follower of the 
Stoic philosophy, does hot dissolve -in the weak­
ness Of tears Over the inexorable, and inevitable 
fate Of iriâri. He sâys, "SOirietlnles Chfistiâri 
Scientists sit at the bedside of their dying arid 
even of their dead and have not the anguish Of 
a tear. I am sæÿiilg that in the long run there 
is no pity at an nst sÿnipathy; Mf, Quayle 
belongs to a church that fof cëntufieS Has burn­
ed into the brains Of rriefl the hideotls and atroci­
ous- thought that the creator of the universe 
consciously produced millions of mèri fof no 
other purpose than that they might everlasting­
ly endurë the tofmëntS Of hfelL Such a belief is 
hot prOdlictivfe Of leafs, it iS vêrÿ trrie; it dried 
the milk of hllmarl kifidnësS in the Breast; it 
drove the moisture of fééling and the vfery light 
of reason from thé hümàn feÿë, ârid reputable 
alienists will tell us that it is filling th& inëurablë 
wards of ouf irisâne âsylümS todây; THerë iS â 
story of a.Japanese âftist who rincé pâiritéd â 
picture of the infernal regions, cruêl, hidëôus,- ré­
pulsive in the extreme; when he had flnishëd 
his work, he ttìoli one good. 18ng lâst look—àrie! 
had the grace to fall dead with horror at thé fddt 
of the canvas.- For such a man, deluded, but sym­
pathetic, we. can feel respect; but .what-words 
shall we. devise to express our repulsion for the 
man who gazes at such a p.icture with com­
placency, even with thanksgiving, that he does 
riot behold his own face painted among the pro­
spectivevictims?. If Mr. Quayle and his church 
rio -longer believe-these- things, Tet them' come 
forth boldly and say so, -and express their ever­
lasting contrition oyer the irreparable harm they 
have done by. the formulation of, and insistence 
upon, such a creed. What makes one’set of men 
in Russia today fall upon innocent, helpless 
Jews,' burn and beat and pillage and flog until 
men and women go mad with the horror of the 
very recollection? Who.burned Giordano Bruno 
in the public square of Rome ? Who tortured 
Galileo? Christians have done- these things and 
they have done them not in spite of, but in ac­
cordance with, the very book which Mir. Quayle 
regards às the cornerstone of our civilization, 
without which he thinks there can be no ele­
vated sentiment, no depth of feeling. We shall 
get our evidence for this assertion at first hand :

“If thy brother, the son of thy mother, cr thy 
son, or the wife of thy bosóm, or thé friend 
which is as thine own soul, entice thee secretly, 
saying, Let us go and serve other gods, . . . thou 
shalt stone him with stones,- that he die” (Deut. 
xiii, 6-11).

“If a man have a stubborn and rebellious sori, 
which will not obey the voice of his father or 
the voice of his mother, . . . all the men of his 
city shall storie him with stonés” (Déut. xxi, 
18-22).

“Ye shall keep the Sabbath therefore; for it is 
holy unto you. Everyone that defileth it shall 
surely be put to death” (Exodus xxxi, 14).

“Take heed to yourselves that ye go not up 
into the mount . . . whosoever toucheth the 
mount shall surely be put to death” (Exodus xix, 

' I2)' ' , ,
“When the tabernacle is to be pitched, the 

Levites shall set it’ up; and. the stranger that 
cometh nigh shall be put to death” (Num. i, 51).

“A man also or woman that hath a familiar 
spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put 
to death ; they shall stone them with stones, 
their blood shall be upon them” (Levit. xx, 27)..

“And the Israelitish woman’s son blasphemed 
the name of the Lord and cursed; arid they 
brought him unto Moses, and they put him in 
ward that the mind of the Lord might be shown 
them. And the Lord spake unto Moses saying, 
Bring forth him that hath cursed without the 

■ camp ^nd Içt MB that heard him lay their hands
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upon his head, and let all the congregation storte 
him . , . and he that blasphemeth the name of 
the Lord, he shall surely be put to death, and 
all the congregation shall certainly stone him, 
as well the stranger as he that is born in the 
land, when he blasphemeth the name of the Lord 
shall be put to death.”

"But he that blasphemeth against the Holy 
Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of 
eternal damnation” (Mark iii, 29).

And yet Mr. Quayle says: "You cannot find 
anything in Christianity that doesn't bring 
brightness and beauty and bird song to the 
world; and the Rev. Dr. Burns of Chicago rises 
and tells us, “The trouble today is that the Bible 
no longer is taken as history. It is being denied 
as the word of God, instead of being taken as the 
message of the Creator to man, containing an 
unfailing record of fact, truth and all that is 
necessary for man to know. It is the only stand­
ard for the Christian church—the only supernat­
ural record of the divine being ever given to any 
people.” Bigotry and ignorance could scarcely 
go further than this; but words to the same ef­
fect are still uttered from hundreds of our 
churches today, especially among the smaller, 
less cultured communities.

Some Of the clergymen say they no lodger 
Suppóse these ideas to be true; why; then, do 
they revile Robert Ingersoll and Thomas Paine, 
whose only fault was that they, too, had no faith 
in them? If the Old Testament is .not believed' 
in nowadays by Christians, why do they bind it 
in the first part of their 'Bible? Why not put in­
selections from Socrates or Aristotle? The world 
has indeed grown too good to believe a large 
part of, what is in the Bible, but let not Mr. 
Quayles ascribe, as he does,, this advance in 
thought to the teachings of the Christian church; 
every .step of it has been made in the. face of 
the most dogged opposition on the part of. the 

. clergy. Step, by step they have yielded, but only 
as they were forced from without to. do So;, and 
they have ever been ready to hurl threats of eter­
nal damnation against the reforming “blasphetn- .1 
ers.” To this day some people believe (and the 
church taught it to them) that the devil carried 
away Thomas Paine ; and they, believe that In­
gersoll died in an agony of remorse, while the 
facts of the case are that he died with a smile 
upon his face, and the last words that left his 
lips were, “Better now!” The world certainly 
is “better now” because Robert Ingersoll lived 
awhile in it.

Mr. Quayle’s inquiry whether any other relig­
ion than Christianity created “a life that .could 
stand up and say, T am a man and I have a 
right to stay because I am a man,’.” is too ab­
surd to be considered. Christianity says, in the 
words óf Job, that man is a worm and the Bible 
further inquires, “What is man, -that thou art 
mindful of him ?” It was .left for a révolter 
against Christianity, for Robert 'Burns, to .say 
these- great words :

“For a* that and a’ that.
Our toils obscure and a’ that, 

The rank is but thè guinea stamp, 
Thé man’s thé gowd for a’ that.” 

“What has Christianity done for, us ?” asks Mr. 
Quayle. “It has made,” he answers Himself, “a 
free America not-only possible but actual.” 1 
think it has been shown how much freedom there 
would be in America if we really had Christian­
ity here—not a few things selected from . Chris­
tianity, but the scheme in its entirety. We 
might further remember that it made it “riot only 
possible-but actual” for us during1-several'hun­
dred years to love our black brother (and inci­
dentally his wife also) so that for the general 
good of his soul we stole the labor of his hands, 
emphasizing our fraternal affection in the mean­
time by blows on his defenseless back from the 
whip of the tender-hearted overseer, while hun­
dreds of clergymen all through the North and 
South stood up in their pulpits and enjoined 
slaves to obey their masters ! The abolition of 
slavery in this country was not due to the efforts 
of clergymen. They did not think that “the 
man’s the gowd for a’ that.”

5. Intelligent men and women do not like-to 
read in the Bible (1 Samuel xxviii) how “Saul 
seeketh a witch and calleth up the spirit of Sam­
uel and converseth with it,” if they are to be 
asked to çonsidep thi^ book “an iipfgiling record

of fact, truth, and all that is necessary for man 
to know.” They do not like to hear stories about 
"miracles.” Wc go out In the morning and We 
see the Sky beginning to assume an exquisite 
flush of pleasure at tile first signal of the sun’s 
approach; wc sec the colors deepen and become 
ever more and more resplendent, arid at last we 
behold the. great hero'pushing his indomitable 
head over the eastern hills; wc know that he 
did this before the pyramids were built oil the 
plains of Egypt; wc presume that he. will still 
rise in ail his gorgfeoushess long after.men have 
forgotten that pyramids', ever were;.and'that is 
miracle enough for us. We do not believe a word 
about Joshua telling the great fire orb to stand 
still—he doesn't move anyway, at least, riot so 
as to be perceptible to US.

We hold out our black coat sleeve in winter, 
and down come myriads of what' the poetic' 
Japanese call "snow flowers.” We look at them 
through our microscope, and lo;' they' afe óf thè 
most wonderfully beautiful and varied Shapes; 
and even as WC look, they turn into another foriti 
and run away from US ; and there is a miracle so 
far bfeyofld out comprehension that we are speech­
less with delight and wonder. These are' the 
marvels that we love to Contemplate ; but wè do 
not like to hear about dancing sticks, and the 
changing Of One’liquid Irtto another, for We can 
go tó duf theatres and See the wizard Kellar 
turning bits óf paper into steaming chocolate and 
hot milk; or'see him shake great baskets Of real1 
roses from :i‘small ■ square of paper. He will 
tell us how'thè better class of fakirs in the East 
do these very things arid scorri to take money 
for such performances, because they arc á part of 

' their religion. That is thè religion of-an innate­
ly dishonest'people, for the Oriental,x as á'rille, 
has no idea of honesty, all travelers are 'agreed 
on that point; that is riot the sort óf belief we' 
want in our- country today and; that we desire 
to have taught to boys' arid girls who we .hope 
may ' develop into honest sensible men' and 

’women. We will do Well, wheti we are thinking 
about these thing's-io remember- that disingenu­
ousness of thought in one direction leads most 
logically tó deviation from truth'in another ; arid, 
furthermore, that when a. human -being tears 
from him;' as ño longer beautiful, the robe which 
his mother wrapped about him in his child­
hood, he 'finds that, like the poisoned garment' 
of mythology, it has- grown tò his very flesh ; 'he 
rends 'it away orily 'with the greatest anguish, 
and with it, perhaps, " will' come much of truth 
and much óf 'beauty that could'ill be spared;

6. Christianity tó many of'US'’seems without' 
that due sense of balance Which Horace com­
mended. And Antoninus says, in enumerating 
thè good qualities of his father :■ “And the .things 
which conduce in any way to the commodity of 
life, and of which fortune gives ari abundant 
supply, he used without arrogance and without 
excusing himself, so that when he had them, he 
enjoyed'them without affectation, and when he had 
them not, he did not-want "them.” Hów different 
from the vow of thè church'to “poverty, chastity, 
and' obedience!” How far more mindful of the 
tendency of the pendulum to - swing to the op­
posite extreme; so that when ; a man has long 
suffered the pangs of hunger.,' he grasps raven­
ously of food, and, unless restrained, dies -from 
putting it too greedily into a diseased' stomach'. 
When Marcus Aurelius says again' “It is not 
fit that I should give myself paini, for -I have 
never, intentionally given pain to another,” how 
his. admirable sanity: .distinguishes Him from a 
fanatic who scourges his back 'for the good'Of 
his, soul, sits lamenting in sackcloth arid ashes, 
Or jvho stands, St. Simon-like, upon a pillar! “By- 
their works ye1 shall know them."

A Japanese Criticism.
Professor Chamberlain, the great English au­

thority upon all things Japanese, says:' “From 
hints dropped by 'several of the educated, ' and 
from the still more interesting, because frankly 
naive; remarks made by Japanese servants 
whom I have taken with me to Europe at differ­
ent times, I found that the traveled Japanese 
consider our three most prominent character­
istics' to be dirt, laziness arid superstition,”^-. 
Kansas City Star,

MR. ROCKEFELLER AND HIS 
IMPORTED PULPIT MAGNATE.

The Domestic Product Replaced by a "Great” 
Preacher with Healing in His Whoop.

BY ZENO.
Never was the pulpit of a great country arid a 

brainy people so poorly manned as in these 
United States today. Great preachers have had 
their day-and ceased to be and the same seems 
true of great statesmen, not only here, but in Eu­
rope.

We are primarily » business'people and have 
gloried in. carrying the export and import game 
into'the. very holy of holies. For' fifty years 
we, as a nation of saints, mourning the domestic 
lack of' pious 'scholarship, combined with the 
preaching gift, have been busy importing Irish, 
Welsh, Scotch, and English "divines” (a cross 
between, diety and humanity) to exemplify the 
angelic, heights to which tailor-made pulpiteers 
can soar, and to improve the breed of us com­
mon sinners. These imports are mostly, if not 
whplly,, Protestant, as the others are not given 
.to carnal. alliances. A goodly number of these 
models survive, but those of the first - water (to 
use a trade term which equally suits the preach­
er, business) are mostly extinct,, and the remain­
der are moribund.

Of course, it- is only fair to remember that 
there are two theories of the pulpit, one is that 
it exists to,wake us rip; the other, that its mis­
sion is .to, put us to sleep. Success has crowded- 
itself, upon, the able workers in the latter class in 
the form of golden aureoles for, mark, you, our 
managers of the pulpit departments in the church 
concerns are keen buyers, and never stick ■ at 
offering a price that will corner the market in 
their special brand of spiritual cocktails or 
opiates,, as the case may be. So. we have seen 
a generation of foreign contract laborers imposed 
—by grace of God and his business trustees—- 
upon our great universities, sectarian colleges, 
and gilt-edge; pulpits. Moderately good of their, 
kind, none of them approached our home prod­
ucts, Beecher, Talmage, Sam .Jones, Moody, et 
al.; as performers able to draw crowded houses, 
or circuses, which is, after all, the one thing 
needful in a ‘(great” preacher. Of truly genteel 
pulpiteers, polished, worldly-wise, easy-going^ 
“who never mention, hell to ears polite,” we have 
been, and are, afflicted with a superabundance. 
But does not one of New York’s most fashion­
able .Fifth„Avenue churches proclaim itself the 
Church of the Heavenly-Rest?

In trade exchange .we have exported our home­
grown Evangelists, in gangs and hordes, in our 
eagerness to get rid of preaching that disturbs 
our heavenly rest. These truly self-denying 
Variety performers combing the distinct arts of 
sermon-reciting, and praying; by the clock, sing­
ing and gymnastics, ..playing the Hamlet ghost 
and Lady Macbeth delirium tremens, giving 
parodies of the priest in the confessional as they 
slink around whispering pious driv.el in the ears 
of hysterical women, squirming between the 
seats.

So.touching, to Our hearts and pockets, is this 
self-sacrifice of . the Evangel mongers and their 
exporters, it sets us wondering how either group 
has the brazenness before God and man to ban­
ish! these, our human saviors, to foreign lands 
before they have exterminated sin and sinners in 
their own native land. Europe is .certainly not 
entirely saved, even yet despite our exports, but 
do not we Americans lead the world in every­
thing-great, and. is not sin a great commodity?

At last, at last, we have an import guaranteed 
to be worth more than .His- weight in diamonds. 
Only a Rockefeller could furnish the bait that 

' would catch so great, a whale, alive. A Rocke­
feller who supplies the oil of grace that keeps 
the sacred lamp of standard religion burning in 
a Fifth Avenue church, ever soaking in water. 
’Tis he, ’tis he! Saint John of the Holy Pipe Line 
and Tank, who has vouchsafed to secure the 
Only .One who is pining to. save the American 
people, and has the, goods on him that will do 
¡the trick.

The Patron has not posed as ä mighty intel­
lect, like brother Carnegie, so it was not to be 
expected that his whal? would prove to be as



Bsiiig big, 
but your born trader likes to feel he is paying 
for bulk as well as quality—how much nicer it 
would have been for all! A sardine is delicious 
enough to set before a king, oleaginous enough 
to delight the watery soul of even an oil king, 
and then we of the common herd, the Lazarus 
tribe who eat of the spiritual crumbs our Lord 
graciously Jets fall, could soak them with the 
unction from the bones and tail of the sardine 
whale.

But we must come down to earth. These exalt­
ing thoughts of saints and gospel peddlers set our 
heads ballooning. Let us just sing in silence our 
little orthodoxology to calm our souls for dry 
business. We of the Rockefeller Baptist faith 

Praise John from whom our best things flow, 
This water dear, cheap oil below, 
Fill Aked fuller than a ghost 
That we a pulpit god may boast.

Perhaps the prayer has been answered in ad­
vance ; perhaps the imported article has been his 
own inspirer; perhaps thè hiring fee has had 
its influence. The American people are dimly 
conscious that a Presence has descended upon 
them. From the church counting room point of 
view, the Rev. Charles F. Aked has decidedly as­
cended. God never calls his favorites from suf­
ficiency to little, but always from much to more. 
He accepts the way of the world.- Mr. Aked is 
no more a “Dr.” of divinity in thè strict scholas­
tic sense, earning the degree by merit alone, than 
nine-tenths of the silly D.D.’s of this day are, 
and it is to his honor that he threw up the empty 
and dishonest title conferred by some obscure 
institution for its own ends. Therefore we honor 
him by straightforward speech, which such a 
man always welcomes.

•The New York Times, of July'28, gives Mr. 
Aked a half-pageful of immortality and throws 
in liis portrait, and the “Dr.” by way of candy. 
From this we gather sundry charming sidelights 
on the hero’s make-up. He was a poor youth, 
launching on a business career, but turned to the 
gaping pulpit. In his England, as here, nearly' 
all the brilliant young fellows these twenty-five 
years have taken to the brainy professions rather 
then enter a pulpit which has long lost its glory, 
and is crumbling into contempt. It is a great 
temptation for ambitious yòung store clerks to 
cram their heads with just enough theological 
wool to ensure their acceptance by deacons verg­
ing on despair, weary of their old parsons, and 
little disposed to quiz the learning, piety, or solid­
ity of young aspirants so long as they have the 
gift of gab and abundance of gall.

Mr. Aked, however, has evidently a fair supply 
of pulpit talent, as the standard is now, but as a 
stalwart social worker and reformer he has de­
servedly won popularity, respect, and now, an ex­
ceedingly rich reward. With his pastoral office 
we have here nothing to do. Our interest in him 
is as a talker, and a Chautauqua. Here he prom­
ises to be great. One of the first newspaper in­
troductions told.ps of his physical resemblance 
to President Roosevelt. Even St. John the Di­
vine could not have hit upon a cuter trick to 
boom his tabernacle. A Roosevelt in a pulpit! 
This, of course, has been seen, but it was in the 
obscure Dutch Lutheran church, in which all 
the Roosevelts have been traditionally most fer­
vent worshipers. But even a Roosevelt double 
in a Fifth Avenue Baptist (of all!) church is a 
sight to tickle the gods, and draw the uncount­
able throng of pious Republican politicians to 
prostrate themselves in Sabbath homage before 
the image of their earthly Providence.

The anticipation overwhelms the expectant 
worshiper so much that this intended inter­
change of ide'as with Mr. Aked as reported must 
be resumed next week. Here followeth an in­
terval for spiritual refreshment’.

Aked Ought to Know.
John D. Rockefeller’s pastor says “there are 

many men in this country who are willing to 
prostrate themselves and lick the blacking from 
a rich man’s shoes just because'he is rich,” and 
the pastor ought to know about what he is talk­
ing.—Fort Worth Record.

Some people have such active imaginations 
that they believe they enjoy going to church, '

Five- millions in Greater New York are horror- 
stricken over the wave of crime which has swept 
their city. The crimes, briefly, are these: that 
two women have been strangled and two girls 
outraged and murdered. Hideous crimes indeed! 
But I have been horror-stricken with the crimes 
of the race since the first man was born. Ac­
cording to the Bible, of. the first children of Adam- 
and Eve, one brother slew the other; and that 
murder "business has traveled along the line of 
history. Indeed, what is history? It is the chron­
icle of a butcher shop. The only difference is 
that in the butcher shop are killed oxen, cows, 
calves, etc., while history records the killing of 
nations.and peoples. Where lies the motive for 
all this killing? It lies in religion. Religion 
taught men to slaughter- First were sacrifices 
of innocent animals, and then sacrifices of human 
beings who did not believe in the dogmas of 
the assassins. Even Christ said: 1 come to bring 
strife, and not peace. Scientific hunters have 
told me that by nature the tiger is afraid of man, 
but having been forced in self-defense to. kill 
one, the tiger was henceforth thirsty for human 
blood and became a man-hunting beast. The 
moment the first man tasted human blood he be­
came a brute also, and the heritage passed from 
father to son. Since that time history is crim­
son with human blood.

They accuse the police by .saying the women 
were killed by murderers whom they cannot 
find; but when hundreds of women and chil­
dren were slaughtered in Russia and Roumania 
the murderers were known. I know who’ they 
were, but-1 cannot arrest, them. The leader in 
the massacre was religion; and can anyone ar­
rest religion? So long as people believe that 
it is a virtue to shed blood in the cause "of re­
ligion, so long I will not believe that the in­
dividual is responsible for the crime. Men are 
trained f>y religion to kill; and slaughter. The 
killing of two women drew the attention and 
excited the horror, of. millions^n this city; but 
in" Russian'when nundreds of women were 
butchered, their bodies .opened, and. children 
that were to come into the world taken out and. 
their places filled with stones, feathers, and rags, 
the world was not horror-stricken. .To the world 
it was a midsummer night’s dream. The victims 
were only Jews, and the Christian religion has 
pronounced it a virtue to murder Jews. The 
whole of New York’s ,police force hunts for- the 
stranglers- of women and violators of little- girls, 
and cannot find them. But the world knqws 
who massacred the women of Russia, and can­
not touch the criminal." It was religion.

MAX IMBUE.

Twilight of the Church in Italy.

The decadence of the Catholic church in Italy 
is marked by acts of violence on the’ part of the 
adherents it has kept in mental slavery.

Reports from various parts of the country 
indicate that anticlerical sentiment is spreading, 
seriously. Two churches at Florence and one, 
church at Pisa have been set on fire by mobs. 
Convents and monasteries have been attacked, 
at Terni, Venice, Leghorn, and other cities.

The pope is suffering from extreme mental 
anxiety as a result of the situation. The church, 
he feels, is being made to suffer for the misdeeds 
of a few black sheep. Two of these he has pub­
licly unfrocked. They were rectors of parish 
churches in Rome whose gallantries had’ become 
notorious.

The pope’s decision to suspend pilgrimages on- 
the occasion of his jubilee in September, in ad­
dition to his fear of public disturbances, has a 
political object, namely,, to afford opportunity for 
a protest to the powers respecting the position of 
the church in Italy.

August 6 was the fourth anniversary of the 
election of Pius X. It was not an occasion of 
rejoicing, by the church, for it is inflicted with 
troubles such as it has not had in more than five 
decades.

In South America; the. church has been losing 
ground within the past few months, as witnessed 
by the demonstrations against the Jesuit order 
in Chile and the recent Protestant proselytizing 

nils proved iligmy sucwoaru<—
Australia is not.making so much progress as it 

was hoped would be the case. In fact, recent 
reports received from there show a great falling 
off in church attendance, as compared with con­
ditions a few years ago.

The same is the case in England, where Catho­
lics are beginning to draw away, so that at the 
present moment, outside of. the members of the 
Catholic aristocracy and the servants employed 
in their homes,, and the large number of Irish 
Catholics who have emigrated to England, there 
are hardly enough people left to the church to 
support it properly.

This situation was made known to the Vatican 
two or three years ago by a group of English 
Catholics of prominence, who feared Catholicism 
in the British Kingdom would die out. Their 
report was then turned down at the Vatican as 
absurd, but it is now a matter of public knowl­
edge that the Vatican authorities have since as­
certained the alleged facts to be correct.

The progress of Catholic missions in China, 
Japan, and Australia has been very slow, not­
withstanding that millions have been spent 
there for the support of missionaries and the ex­
penses of running the missions. Thousands of 
priests have been sent there, mostly from Rome 
or from institutions established for the purpose, 
but recent reports show that very little in the 
way of practical results was obtained.

There is only one continent regarding which 
the pope and the cardinals have sufficient rea­
sons to congratulate themselves, and that is 
North America, in which it is useless to deny 
that the church has made rapid progress within 
the past few years. At the same time it is ad­
mitted that a large loss is suffered by the church 
because of the fact that thousands of Catholics, 
after emigrating to the United States or Canada, 
never set foot in the church, causing the genera­
tion following to be lost to the church. Ameri­
can bishops have reported time and again that 
the class of Italian immigrants arriving in the 
United. States is utterly unavailable for the’ sup­
port of the church. The same kind of reports 
have recently been received concerning the Po­
lish population, Spaniards, and the South Ameri­
cans .who have emigrated to the northern repub­
lic.

If there is any place secure from the invasion 
of! sudden death of the sort reckoned providen­
tial and dispensatory, that place should be the 
pulpit. But, strange as it may appear, there 
are more preachers stricken at the altar than 
murderers stopped in- the commission of crime. 
We once heard Ingersoll ask, in public, when 
Providence was ever known to stand between a 
good man and the assassin’s bullet, and there 
was no response either then or in the quarter 
century that has since elapsed. Down in Louisi­
ana, a few weeks ago, as reported, a man was de­
prived of speech for remarking that God did not 
interfere in material matters, but no criminal 
has been paralyzed. These reflections are made 
timely by the afflictive providence which on July 
28 visited the Rev. W. F. Smith, a well known 
preacher of the Presbyterian connection in Mad­
isonville, Tenn, The Rev. Mr. Smith was re­
marking on the uncertainty of life (they are al­
ways doing that) when he was stricken and died 
without recovering consciousness. In an equally 
sudden manner passed, July 30, Mrs. C. S. Whit­
ney, an evangelist from this city, While preach­
ing in the Baptist church at Roway ton, Conn. 
The Bible which she held open in her hands 
dropped to the floor and the woman sank 
beside it, and soon breathed her last. Death is 
always a tragedy, never to be spoken of lightly, 
but- it has been robbed of its dignity by the the­
ologians who have made it an instrument of ven­
geance wielded against scoffers by the Almighty. 
When the person smitten does not happen to be 
a scoffer, as occurs in all authentic cases, com­
ments Vfoniqal are suggested, and uttered.
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Minor Editorial Note and Comment.
It is a heresy and an error to hold, 

'says the pope, that the Roman Catholic 
church became the head of all churches 
not by divine ordinance but by purely 
political circumstances. Whatever made 
the church, it is clear that Freethought 
is destined to unmake it

After twenty-seven years of married 
life, the Rev. James I. Cameron of 
Roselle, N. Y., seeks to divorce his wife 
on the plea of a recent discovery that 
she was a divorced woman when he took 
her. The suspicion naturally arises that 
the Rev. Cameron has his eye on another 
woman.

A Richmond pastor, the Rev. George 
iSpooner, went out to pitch for an amateur 
tba.ll team, and in trying to throw one 
With a twist on it he broke his arm. The 
Rev. Mr. Spooner’s twists are not so 
well adapted to the box ns to the pul­
pit, There only the truth is wrenched 
by the clerical method of delivery.

The books of Mark Twain» which the 
excessively moral trustees of the public 
library of Worcester. Mass., threw out 
in company with Walt Whitman and 
K. W. Chambers, have been joined by 
those of Horatio Alger, which the librari­
an chucked after them as undesirable. 
’Our youth are carefully guarded by the 
perniciously pure against anything that 
is neither solemn nor pious, nor dry and 
uninteresting.

A .New York murderer named Warner, 
who, the doctors say, is shamming insan­
ity, seems to think that a denial of belief 
in “any God” is one of the evidences of 
an unsound mind, and at the coroner’s 
inquest he put forward his "atheism” 
to the accompaniment of much coars? 
profanity. Convicted and in the shadow 
of the electric chair, when shamming 
will no longer help him, he may make 
different professions.

Who wouldn’t be a priest when the 
•policeman gets .peevish and tells you to 
?io on and remember what he told you? 
Policeman Curry of the Delaney street 
station was “aggressive” in his talk to 
Father Patrick McNamee of the church 
•of St Rose of Dima on Cannon street 
who wanted him to arrest some boys for 
playing in front of the rectory, and 
Deputy Police Commissioner Hanson 
fined the officer ten days’ pay.

French "noblemen” are said to be 
chosing business careers in preference 
to joining the army. The nobility is 
Catholic, and, as the case is put, mem­
bers cannot be expected to serve in an 
army which is being used as a weapon 
against the Catholic religion and which 
has fallen under the control of a semi­
Socialist government The Catholic 
church recognizes the nobility as its chief 
prop in France. Boni Castellane, the 
disreputable little count who married 
Anna Gould and was divorced by her, 
was one of the props.

The Catholics of Roslyn, Long Island, 
have been defeated in their attempt to 
get control of the public school by elect­
ing members of their church to the school 

Jboard. The election at that place last 
week was a religious fight, in which the 
non-sectarians won, the Catholic candi­
dates being beaten two to one. The 
church could have had no interest in 
this public school election unless it in­
tended to make the schools Catholic 
by engaging sisters for teachers, as has 
been done in places where Catholics are 
in the majority on the board.

Supreme Court Justice Dickey in Brook­
lyn should have been on the bench two 
or three hundred years ago. In denying 
an application for the continuance of a 
temporary injunction restraining the po­
lice from interfering with certain Sunday 
baseball games, he declared that he 
would suppress all baseball on Sunday if 
tha matter were left to him. Bigotry, 
on the bench or elsewhere, has never 

been able to see that back of suppression 
is always a tyranny productive of crime 
and violence far worse than any that re­
sults from liberty or even license.

Firmly convinced that "the church 
which would win men these days 
must be up and doing,” the Rev. Dr. 
Fiske of the First Baptist church in 
Franklin, Pa., proposes to install a bil­
liard table to draw the young men. "1 
would just as soon hear the click of 
billiard balls in a church as the reading 
of tile Bible, providing it won a man 
to the cause of Christianity/’ lie says. 
The cause of the Church, and not the Sal­
vation of souls, seems to come first with 
the Rev. Fiske. It is hard to believe that 
playing billiards WOdld hftvb fifty theo­
logical value beynftd increasing the reve­
nues of the house.

Chaplain Harry W. Jones, U. 8. N., 
had his first day before the court mar­
tial, Aug. 5, which ib trying him on 
charges of crookedness that amounts to 
swindling. The chaplain had a way of 
drawing checks on banks where he had 
no, funds, and of beating the hotels at 
which he stayed. Vouchers to this effect 
were examined by the court. In some 
cases the chaplain paid the bill after 
the vouchers were made out. He left 
the court well pleased with the proceed­
ings, and in full possession of the clergy­
man’s mind. "Providence is with me 
with both feet,” he told a reporter. Of 
a buoyant nature, evidently; is this cler­
ical sharp.

After reading the definition formulated 
by Dr. Sir James Crichton-Browne and 
submitted to the International School 
Congress in London everyone should un­
derstand the nature of ."first love.” That 
hitherto mysterious passion, said the 
eminent man of science, is due to two 
causes. These he set forth in cold, un­
emotional phraseology, saying the first 
was "a species of cerebral commotion,” 
and the second "the stirring of some- 
hitherto dormant association centres by 
an appropriate affinitive impression.” 
We usually have it and recover before 
we are old enough to guess What the 
definition means; but the enlightenment 
comes better late than never.

Thè Press has a story of Dr. Berckman. 
the viticulturist. It says that in his old 
age he decided to join the church, and af­
ter making some investigation called on 
his lawyer. “What’would you advise?” he 
asked. "I have been to every church in 
the city.. The Episcopals want $50 a 
year, the Presbyterians $46, the Baptists 
$34, the Methodists $22, the Lutherans j 
$13,-the Roman Catholics $6 and the Ply­
mouth Brethren only $2. What shall I do? 
Do I get the same amount of religion for 
$2 that I get for $50? If so, why should 
I waste $48 a year?” As it happens, reli­
gion is not what the churches charge for. 
They ask the communicant to pay what 
they represent it is worth to him socially 
and commercially and as an advertise­
ment to belong to their crowd.

"There is the pious hypocrite, the hypo­
crite who has a conscience for other 
people, the hypocrite who is a downright 
falsifier of the truth.” These words, ut­
tered by Prof. Shaler Mathews, dean 
of the Chicago University Divinity 
School, in an address at Chautauqua, are 
supposed to refer to the ¡pious Mr. Rocke­
feller. Professor Mathews added, "There 
is constant danger that the Christian 
altitude may be lost in the Unscrupulous­
ness of business.” W!hat right have 
these teachers of divinity to denounce 
the pious hypocrite for lying in the in­
terests of his business now, when they 
have never objected to his habitually 
doing the same thing in the interests of 
their religion? It was in Sunday school 
and church that he acquire^ and pen 
fected his art. _

A "spasm of morality” which attacked 
the English clergy widely advertised the 
Godiva carnival at Coventry, in England, 
this year. The original Lady Godiva 
some centuries agof rode through the 
town in the altogether on condition that 
her husband should remit a tax on the 
people. At subsequent celebrations of 
the event women in more or less scanty 
attire have impersonated her. This year 
the ministers got after the custom, with 
the intent to abolish it, but a professional 
living statue volunteered for the part, 
and when she had passed the inspection 
of the mayor Was permitted to appear, 
August 7. The exhibition did not tufn 
out, to be so wicked as the clergy had 
led the spectators to hope that it would.

At this writing the police , are as Car 
as ever from apprehending the assail­
ants of yoftng girls; the “rippers” are 
still at lfirge, ahd the yellow journals 
will not permit the “crime wave” to sub­
side as .long as news continues to be 
scarce. But—on Sunday August 4, no 
less than four merchants were arrested 
for selling goods to a female sleuth. One 
sold a collar, another a handkerchief, 
another a spool of thread, while the 
fourth committed the felony of taking 
money for a pair of garters for which, 
the woman detective declared, an emer­
gency had arisen through her own in­
ability to keep her stocking from fall­
ing down. Magistrate Wahle, after hear­
ing the evidence, fined the merchants $5 
each for contributing to the “crime 
wave.” Some of the worst hold-.ups in 
these days occur in the courts established 
to administer justice.

The Truth Seeker is well supplied with 
clippings that tell about the ill-luck of the 
Rev. Dr. Wilber P. Ferguson, who, after 
a “sensational” trial, has been suspended 
from the Methodist ministry. The Rev. 
Mr. Ferguson was pastor of the Univer­
sity Place church, in the suburbs of 
Lincoln, Neb. A man well known through­
out his own and adjoining states, he was 
candidate for the presidency of the Ne­
braska Wesleyan University. One Sun­
day recently he preached an eloquent 
sermon On “Virtue,” which so affected his 
landlady, Mrs. Gross, that she fainted. It 
is presumed that the preacher handled 
sinners without gloves, for Mrs. Cross, on 
recovering, was moved to seek out her 
former pastor, the one who converted her, 
and make a confession. The confession 
involved the author of the discourse on 
“Virtue,” so that the Rev. Mr. Ferguson 
became indirectly the victim of. his own 
powers of persuasion. The woman told 
the usual story of ministerial conduct by 
the preacher, while other witnesses be­
fore the church jury testified to, his nu­
merous indiscretions. If the Rev. Mr. Fer­
guson is convicted and cast out by the 
Nebraska conference before which he is 
cited to appear on Sept. 25, he will de­
serve no sympathy, for he is a hypocrite. 
It was enough for him to lead the woman 
astray, but he added a very mean sort of 
insult to injury when he took the seventh 
commandment for a text, and preached 
on the sin of breaking it. The incident 
verifies what all observers have noted: 
that the clergy do not. practice, what they 
preach; that precepts are not always 
translated into conduct; that ministers 
denounce the sins of others without being 
conscious that they -are denouncing their 
own; that the lapse of which the woman 
was guilty did not seem so great an of­
fense to her in the doing as it did in tne 
telling, which is generally the case. The 
minister felt himself to be* innocent be­
cause he reprobated the act, though com­
mitting it; the woman’s sense of guilt be­
came active when she found that she had 
not viewed the act as wrong. The minis­
ter had not made her guilty by his rela­
tions with her, but she became so when 
he condemned those relations as sinful. 
He might have had the decency to preach 
about something else when Mrs, Cross 
was in her pew.

Side-Lights on 
Astronomy

BY SIMON NEWCOMB, LL.D.
Author of “Elements of Astronomy,” "As­

tronomy for Everybody,” etc.
Illustrated. Grown 8vo. Cloth, $2; 

postage, 20 cents.
The various chapters of this work have 

to do with the larger aspects of astron­
omy rather than with its minute, tech­
nical details. The book is designed to 
put before the reader the nature of the 
big problems which excite the curiosity 
of the ordinary man as much as that 
of the scientist. How large is the uni­
verse? Has it any definite bounds? How 
long will it last? What is the origin of 
the sun’s heat and light, and what be­
comes of all the energy which it contin­
ually radiates into space? These . are 
some of the questions which Professor 
Newcomb discusses, in the light of the 
best knowledge obtainable. The book is 
written with the enthusiasm of the sci­
entific investigator, which it communi­
cates -to the reader, but It is perfectly 
sane in its speculations and devoid of 
technical obscurity. It tells what astron­
omers are doing, and in a general way 
describes their methods. As a whole, the 
book gives much easily assimilated infor­
mation, and particularly impresses the 
reader with the grandeur of astronomical 
ideas. Professor Newcomb is a very 
great scientific authority, and his Style 
is that of an accomplished man of let­
ters.

Address The Truth Seeker.

Rubaiyat of Omar 
Khayyam.

Rendered into English 
By Edward FitzGerald

Vi th Notes and an Original
Introduction, brief but Sufficient

Heretofore Omar Khayyam has been 
known only to a few who cultivated him 
as a literary fad and recognized Fitz­
Gerald’s* interpretation as a marvel of 
felicitous translation. But he should be 
known to and read and circulated by 
Freethinkers, for the old Persian poet is 
pre-eminently one of us. Previous edi­
tions are loaded down with notes and in­
troductions and lives and pictures till the 
cost is high and our “old Omar” is re­
moved from the plain, of popularity. Our 
little edition has the introduction neces­
sary to present him to the non-oriental 
student, and the notes which make the 
verses plain. All Liberals should have 
this poem, and they will find it will bear 
reading and rereading.

The cover for this pamphlet is from a 
special and most appropriate design by 
W. Parker Bodfish, printed on the Victor- 
leux cover paper.

Mailed foi ten cents

God and My Neighbor 
By Robert Blatchford, London.

Contents: The Sin of Unbelief, One 
Reason, What I Can and Cannot Believe, 
The Old Testament—Is the Bible the 
Word of God? The Evolution of the Bible, 
The Universe, Jehovah, Bible Heroes. 
The Book of Books, Our Heavenly Father, 
Prayer and Praise, The New Testament 
—The Resurrection, Gospel Witnesses, 
The Time Spirit, Have the Documents 
Been Tampered With? Christianity Be­
fore Christ,. Other Evidences, The Chris­
tian Religion—What is Christianity? De­
terminism—Can Men Sin Against God? 
Christian Apologies—Christianity and 
Civilization, Christianity and Ethics, The 
Success of Christianity, The Prophecies, 
The Universality of Christian Belief, Is 
Christianity the Only Hope? Spiritual 
Discernment, Some Other Apologies. 
Counsels of Despair. Conclusion—The 
Parting of the Ways.

Mr. Blatchford is one of the very 
strongest writers in England to-day, and 
American Freethinkers have a rare treat 
in this book.

Price: Cloth, $1.
Address THE T^UTH SEEKER CO.

THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS
Not Adapted to Modern Civilization.

With the true character of Mary 
Magdalene.

By 6. W. Brown, M. D.
Third Edition Revised and Enlarged 

PRICE 15 CENTS.
Address thb truth seeker co.
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succulent a Sunday dainty as a shad. Now if St 
John had brought us a really fine flavored sar­
dine—which is none the better for being big; 
but your born trader likes to feel be is paying 
for bulk as well as quality—how much nicer it 
would have been for alii A sardine is delicious 
enough to set before a king, oleaginous enough 
to delight the watery soul of even an oil king, 
and then we of the common herd,.the Lazarus 
tribe who eat of the spiritual crumbs our Lord 
graciously lets fall, could soak them with the 
unction from the bones and tail of the sardine 
whale.

But we must come down to earth. These exalt­
ing thoughts of saints and gospel peddlers set our 
heads ballooning. Let us just sing in silence our 
little orthodoxology to calm our souls for dry 
business. We of. the Rockefeller Baptist faith

Praise John from whom our best things flow, 
This water dear, cheap oil below, 
Fill Aked fuller than a ghost 
That we a pulpit god may boast

Perhaps the prayer has been answered in ad­
vance ; perhaps the imported article has been his 
own inspirer; perhaps the hiring fee has had 
its influence. The American people are dimly 
conscious that a Presence has descended upon 
them. From the church counting room point of 
view, the Rev. Charles F. Aked has decidedly as­
cended. • God never calls his favorites from suf­
ficiency to little, but always from much to more. 
He accepts the way of the world.- Mr. Aked is 
no more a "Dr.” of divinity in the strict scholas­
tic sense, earning the degree by merit alone, than 
nine-tenths of the silly D.D.’s of this day are, 
and it is to his honor that he threw up the empty 
and dishonest title conferred by some obscure 
institution for its own ends. Therefore we honor 
him by straightforward speech, which such a 
man always welcomes.

The New York Times, of. July 28, gives Mr. 
Aked a half-pageful of immortality and throws 
in his portrait, and the “Dr.” by way of candy. 
From this we gather sundry charming sidelights 
on the hero’s make-up. He was a poor youth, 
launching on a business career, but turned to the 
gaping pulpit. In his England, as here, nearly 
all the brilliant y.oung fellows these twenty-five 
years have taken to the brainy professions rather 
then enter a pulpit which has long lost its glory, 
and is crumbling into contempt. It is a great 
temptation for ambitious young store clerks to 
cram their heads with just enough theological 
wool to ensure their acceptance by deacons verg­
ing on despair, weary of their old parsons, and 
little disposed to quiz the learning, piety, or solid­
ity of young aspirants so long as they have the 
gift of gab and abundance of gall.

Mr. Aked, however, has evidently a fair supply 
of pulpit talent, as the standard is now, but as a 
stalwart social worker and reformer he has de­
servedly won popularity, respect, and now, an ex­
ceedingly rich reward. With his pastoral office 
we have here nothing to do. Our interest in him 
is as a talker, and a Chautauqua. Here he prom­
ises to be great. One of the first newspaper in­
troductions told us of his physical resemblance 
to President Roosevelt. Even St. John the Di­
vine could not have hit upon a cuter trick to 
boom his tabernacle. A Roosevelt in a pulpit! 
This, of course, has been seen, but it was in the 
obscure Dutch Lutheran church, in which all 
the Roosevelts have been traditionally most fer­
vent worshipers. But even a Roosevelt double 
in a Fifth Avenue Baptist (of all!) church is a 
sight to tickle the gods, and draw the uncount­
able throng of pious Republican politicians to 
prostrate themselves in Sabbath homage before 
the image of their earthly Providence.

The anticipation overwhelms the expectant 
worshiper so much that this intended inter­
change of ideas with Mr. Aked as reported must 
be resumed next week. Here followeth an in­
terval for spiritual refreshment’.

Aked Ought to Know.
John D. Rockefeller’s pastor says “there are 

many men in this country who are willing to 
prostrate themselves and lick the blacking from 
a rich, man’s shoes just because he is rich,’’ and 
the pastor ought to know about what he is talk­
ing.—Fort Worth Record.

Some people have such active imaginations 
that they beheve they enjoy going to church,

THE WAVE OF CRIME.

Five millions in Greater New York arc horror- 
strkken we- the wave of crime which has swept 
their city. The crimes, briefly, are these: that 
two women bare been strangled and two girls 
ostT2ge<i and murdered. Hideous crimes indeed! 
But I have been horror-stricken with the crimes 
of the race since the first man was born. Ac­
cording- io the Bible, of, the first children of Adam- 
and Eve, one brother slew the other; and that 
murder business has traveled along the line of 
history. Indeed, what is history? It is the chron­
icle of a butcher shop. The only difference is 
that in the butcher shop are killed oxen, cows, 
calves, etc., while history records the killing of 
nations and peoples. Where lies the motive for 
all this killing? It lies in religion. Religion 
taught men to slaughter. First were sacrifices 
of innocent animals, and then sacrifices of human 
beings who did not believe in the dogmas of 
the assassins. Even Christ said: 1 come to bring 
strife, and not peace. Scientific hunters have 
told me that by nature the tiger is afraid of man, 
but having been forced in self-defense to kill 
one, the tiger was henceforth thirsty for human 
blood and became a man-hunting beast. The 
moment the first man tasted human blood he be­
came a brute also, and the heritage passed from 
father to son. Since that time history is crim­
son with human blood.

They accuse the police by saying the women 
were killed by murderers whom they cannot 
find; but when hundreds of women and chil­
dren were slaughtered in Russia and Roumania 
the murderers were known. I know who they 
were, but I cannot arrest them. The leader in 
the massacre was religion; and can anyone ar­
rest religion? So long as people believe that 
it is a virtue to shed blood in the cause of re­
ligion, so long I will not believe that the in­
dividual is responsible for the crime. Men are 
trained by religion to kill and slaughter. The 
killing of two women drew the attention and 
.excited thfr horror of millions .iit this city; but 
^in” Russia, "when * hundreds of women were 
butchered, their bodies opened, and children 
that were to come into the world taken out and 
their places filled with stones, feathers, and rags, 
the world was not horror-stricken. To the world 
it was a midsummer night’s dream. The victims 
were only Jews, and the Christian religion has 
pronounced it a virtue to murder Jews. The 
whole of New York’s police force hunts for the 
stranglers of women and violators of little girls, 
and cannot find them. But the world knqws 
who massacred the women of Russia, and can­
not touch the criminal.* It was religion.

MAX IMBRE.

Twilight of the Church in Italy. 

The decadence of the Catholic church in Italy 
is marked by acts of violence on the part of the 
adherents it has kept in mental slavery.

Reports from various parts of the country 
indicate that anticlerical sentiment is spreading 
seriously. Two churches at Florence and one 
church at Pisa have been set on fire by mobs. 
Convents and monasteries have been attacked 
at Terni, Venice, Leghorn, and other cities.

The pope is suffering from extreme mental 
anxiety as a result of the situation. The church, 
he feels, is being made to suffer for the misdeeds 
of a few black sheep. Two of these he has pub­
licly unfrocked. They were rectors of parish 
churches in Rome whose gallantries had become 
notorious.

The pope’s decision to suspend pilgrimages on 
the occasion of his jubilee in September, in ad­
dition to his fear of public disturbances, has a 
political object, namely, to afford opportunity for 
a protest to the powers respecting the position of 
the church in Italy.

August 6 was the fourth anniversary of the 
election of Pius X. It was not an occasion of 
rejoicing by the church, for it is inflicted with 
troubles suth as it has not had in more than five 
decades.

In South America the church has been losing 
ground within the past few months, as witnessed 
by the demonstrations against the Jesuit order 

1 in Chile and the recent Protestant proselytizing

among the Italians emigrated to Argentina and 
I Brazil, which has proved highly successful.

. Australia is not.making so much progress as it 
was hoped would be the case. In fact, recent 
reports received from there show a great falling 
off in church attendance, as compared with con­
ditions a few years ago.

The same is the case in England, where Catho­
lics are beginning to draw away, so that at the 
present moment, outside of the members of the 
Catholic aristocracy and the servants employed 
in their homes, and the large number of Irish 
Catholics who have emigrated to England, there 
are hardly enough people left to the church to 
support it properly.

This situation was made known to the Vatican 
two or three years ago by a group of English 
Catholics of prominence, who feared Catholicism 
in the British Kingdom would die out. Their 
report was then turned down at the Vatican as 
absurd, but it is now a matter of public knowl­
edge that the Vatican authorities have since as­
certained the alleged facts to be correct.

The progress of Catholic missions in China, 
Japan, and Australia has been very slow, not­
withstanding that millions have been spent 
there for the support of missionaries and the ex­
penses of running the missions. Thousands of 
priests have been sent there, mostly from Rome 
or from institutions established for the purpose, 
but recent reports show that very little in the 
way of practical results was obtained.

There is only one continent regarding which 
the pope and the cardinals have sufficient rea­
sons to congratulate themselves, and that is 
North America, in which it is useless to deny 
that the church has made rapid progress within 
the past few years. At the same time it is ad­
mitted that a large loss is suffered by the church 
because of the fact that thousands of Catholics, 
after emigrating to the United States or Canada, 
never set foot in the church, causing the genera­
tion following .to be lost to the church. Ameri­
can bishops have reported time and again that 
the class of Italian immigrants arriving in the. 
United States is utterly unavailable for thé sup­
port of the church. The same kind of reports 
have recently been received concerning the Po­
lish population, Spaniards, and the South Ameri­
cans .who have emigrated to the northern repub­
lic.

If there is any place secure from the invasion 
of' sudden death of the sort reckoned providen­
tial and dispensatory, that place should be the 
pulpit. But, strange as it may appear, there 
are more preachers stricken at the altar than 
murderers stopped in the commission of crime. 
We once heard Ingersoll ask, in public, when 
Providence was ever known to stand between a 
good man and the assassin’s bullet, and there 
was no response either then or in the quarter 
century that has since elapsed. Down in Louisi­
ana, a few weeks ago, as reported, a man was de­
prived of speech for remarking that God did not 
interfere in material matters, but no criminal 
has been paralyzed. These reflections are made 
timely by the afflictive providence which on July 
28 visited the Rev. W. F. Smith, a well known 
preacher of the Presbyterian connection in Mad­
isonville, Tenn. The Rev. Mr. Smith was re­
marking on the uncertainty of life (they are al­
ways doing that) when he was stricken and died 
without recovering consciousness. In an equally 
sudden manner passed, July 30, Mrs. C. S. Whit­
ney, an evangelist from this city, while preach­
ing in the Baptist church at Roway ton, Conn. 
The Bible which she held open in her hands 
dropped to the floor and the woman sank 
beside it, and soon breathed her last. Death is 
always a tragedy, never to be spoken of lightly, 
but it has been robbed of its dignity by the the­
ologians who have made it an instrument of ven­
geance wielded against scoffers by the Almighty. 
When the person smitten does not happen to be 
a scoffer, as occurs in all authentic cases, com- 

I ments ^oniqal are suggested 3-txd uttered.
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Minor Editorial Note and Comment.
It is a heresy and an error to hold, 

'says the pope, that the Roman Catholic 
church became the head of all churches 
not by divine ordinance but by purely 
political circumstances. Whatever made 
the church, it is clear that Freethought 
is destined to unmake it.

After twenty-seven years of married 
life,' the Rev. James I. Cameron of 
Roselle, N. Y., seeks to divorce his wife 
on the plea of a recent discovery that 
she was a divorced woman when he took 
her. The suspicion naturally arises that 
the Rev. Cameron has his eye on another 
woman.

A Richmond pastor, the Rev. George 
¡Spooner, went out to pitch for an amateur 
tall team, and in trying to throw one 
with a twist on it he broke his arm. The 
Rev. Mr. Spooner’s twists; are not so 
well adapted to the box as to the pul­
pit, ’/here only the truth is wrenched 
by the clerical method of delivery.

The books of Mark Twain, which the 
excessively moral trustees of the public 
library of Worcester, Mass., threw out 
In company with Walt Whitman and 
R, W. Chambers, have been joined by 
those of Horatio Alger, which the librari­
an chucked after them as undesirable. 
'Dur youth are carefully guarded by the 
^perniciously pure against anything that 
5a neither solemn nor pious, nor dry and 
■'uninteresting.

A -New York murderer named Warner, 
who, the. doctors say, is shamming insan­
ity, seems to think that a denial of belief 
in "any God” is one of the evidences of 
aw. unsound mind, and at the coroner’s 

• inquest he put forward his > "atheism” 
to the accompaniment of .muck coarse 
profanity. Convicted and'in-the shadow 
<of the electric chair, when shamming 
will no longer help him, he may make 
(different professions.

Who wouldn’t be a priest when the 
'policeman gets .peevish and tells you to 
(go on and remember what he told you? 
Policeman Curry of the Delaney street 
station was “aggressive” in his talk to 
-Father Patrick McNamee of the church 
<of St; Rose of Dima on Cannon street 
who wanted him. to arrest some boys for 
playing in front of the rectory, and 
Deputy Police Commissioner Hanson1 
fined the officer ten days’ pay.

French “noblemen” are said to-be 
cbosing business careers in preference 
to joining the army. The' nobility is 
Catholic, and, as the case. is put, mem­
bers. cannot be expected to serve in ,an 
army which is being used as a weapon 
against the Catholic religion and which 
has fallen under the control of a semi­
Socialist government The Catholic 
church recognizes the nobility as its chief 
prop in France. Boni Castellano, the 
disreputable little count who married 
Anna Gould and was divorced by her, 
was one of the props.

The Catholics of Roslyn, LOng Island, 
have been defeated in their attempt to 
get control of the public school by elect­
ing members of their church to the school 

Jjoard. The election at that place last 
week was a religious fight, in which the 
non-sectarians won, the Catholic candi­
dates being beaten two to one. The 
church could have had no interest in 
this public school election unless it in­
tended to make the schools Catholic 
by engaging sisters for teachers, as has, 
been done in places where Catholics are 
in the majority on the board.

Supreme Court Justice Dickey in Brook­
lyn should have been on the bench two 
or three hundred years ago. In denying 
an application for the continuance of a 
temporary injunction restraining the po­
lice from interfering with certain Sunday 
baseball games, he declared that he 
would suppress all baseball on Sunday if 
the matter were left to him. Bigotry, 
on the bench or elsewhere, has never 

been able to see that back of suppression 
is always a tyranny productive of crime 
and violence far worse than any that re­
sults from'liberty or even license.

Firmly convinced that “the church 
which would win men these days 
must be up and doing,” the Rev. Dr. 
Fiske of the First Baptist church In 
Franklin, Pa., proposes to install a bil­
liard table to draw the young men. “1 
would just as soon hear the click of 
billiard balls in a church as the reading 
of the Bible, providing it won h man 
to the cause of Christianity/' he says. 
The cause of the church, and not the sal­
vation of souls, seems to come first with 
the Rev. Fiske. It Is hard to believe that 
playing billiards would iiâvé ftfty theo­
logical value beÿOfid increasing the reve­
nues of- the house.

Chaplain Harty W. Jolies, U. S. Ñ., 
had his first day before the court mar­
tial, Aug. 5, which IS trying him on 
charges of crookedness that amounts tó 
swindling. The chaplain had. a way qf 
drawing checks on banks where hé had 
no. funds, and' of beating the'hotels at 
which he stayed; Vouchers to this effect 
were examined by the court, In some 
cases the chaplain paid the bill after 
the vouchers were made out. He left 
the court 'well pleased with the proceed­
ings, and in full possession of thé’ clergy­
man’s mind; "Providence is with me 
with both feet,” he told a reporter. Of 
a buoyant nature, evidently; is this cler­
ical sharp.

After reading the .definition formulated 
by Dr. Sir James Crichton-Browne and 
submitted to the International School 
Congress in London everyone should un­
derstand the. nature of,“first love,” That 
hitherto mysterious passion, said the 
eminent man óf science, is due to two 
causes. These hé set forth in cold, un­
emotional phraseology, saying the first 
was “a species of cerebral commotion,” 
and thé second “the stirring of some- 
hitherto dormant association centrés fey 
/an. appropriate’ affinitive impression.” 
We usually have it and recover before 
we are old enough tó guess what the 
definition means; but the enlightenment 
comes better late than never.

Thé Press has a-story of Dr. Berckman. 
the viticulturist. It says that in his old 
age he decided to join the Church, and’af­
ter-making some investigation called on 
his lawyer. “What’would you advise?” he 
asked. "I .have been to every church In 
the city.;, The Episcopals want $50 a 
yéàr, the Presbyterians $46, the Baptists 
$34, the Methodists $22, the Lutherans 
$13,-the Roman Catholics $6 and the Ply­
mouth Brethren only $2. What shall I do? 
Do I get |he same amount of religion for 
$2 that I get fó"r $50? If so, why should 
I waste $48 a year?” As it happens, reli­
gion is not what the churches charge for. 
They ask the communicant to pay what 
they represent it is worth to him socially 
and commercially and as an advertise­
ment to belong to their crowd.

“There is the pious hypocrite, the hypo­
crite who has a conscience for other 
people, the hypocrite who is a downright 
falsifier of the truth.” These words, ut­
tered by Prof. Shaler Mathews, dean 
of the Chicago University Divinity 
School, in an address at Chautauqua, are 
supposed to refer to the pious Mr. Rocke­
feller. Professor Mathews added, “There 
is constant danger that the Christian 
altitude may be lost in the unscrupulous­
ness of business;” WJhat right have 
these teachers of divinity to denounce 
the pious hypocrite for lying in the in­
terests of his business’ now, when they 
have never objected to his habitually 
doing the same thing In the interests of 
their religion? It was in Sunday school 
and church that be acquired and per* 
fected his art. _

A "spasm of morality”, which attacked 
the English clergy widely advertised the 
Godiva carnival at Coventry, in England, 
this year. The original Lady Godiva 
some centuries agof? rode through the 
town in the altogether on condition that 
her husband should remit a tax on the 
people. At subsequent celebrations of 
the event women In more or less scanty 
attire have impersonated her. This year 

i the ministers got after the custom, with 
the intent to abolish it, but a professional 
living statue volunteered for the part, 
and when she had passed the inspection 
of the mayor Was permitted to appear, 
August 7. The exhibition did not turn 
out to be so wicked as the clergy had 
led the spectators to hope that It would.

At this writing the police, are as far 
as ever from apprehending the assail­
ants of, yoiing ¿iris; the "rippers” are 
still at fàrge, ahd thè yellow journals 
will not permit the “crime wave” to sub­
side as .long as news continues to be 
scarce. But—on Sunday August 4, no 
less-than four merchants were arrested 
for selling goods to a female sleuth. One 
sold a collar, ■ another a handkerchief, 
another a spool of thread, while the 
fourth committed the felony of taking 
money for a pair, of garters for which, 
thè woman detective declared, an emer­
gency had, arisen through her own in­
ability , to keep her stocking from fall- 
ing down. Magistrate Wahl e, after hear­
ing the evidence, fined the merchants $5 
each for contributing to the “crime 
wave.” Some of the worst hold-ups in 
these days occur in the courts éstabiished 
to administer justice.

The Truth Seeker is well supplied with 
clippings that tell about the ill-luck of the 
Rev. Dr. Wilber P. Ferguson,' who, after 
a “sensational” trial, has been suspended, 
from the Methodist ministry. The Rev. 
Mr. Ferguson was pastor of the Univer­
sity Place church, in the suburbs of 
Lincoln, Neb. A man well known through­
out his own and adjoining states, he was 
candidate for the presidency of the Ne­
braska Wesleyan University. One Sun­
day recently he preached an eloquent 
sermon on “Virtue,” which so, affected his 
landlady, Mrs. Dross, that she fainted. It 
is presumed that the preacher handled 
sinners without gloves, for Mrs. Cross, on 
recovering, was moved to .seek out her 
former pastor, the one who converted her, 
and make a confession. The confession 
involved the author of the discourse on 
“Virtue,” so that the Rev. Mr. Ferguson 

, became indirectly the victim of his own 
powers of persuasion. ..The woman told 
the usual story of ministerial conduct by 
the preacher, while other witnesses be­
fore.,the church jury testified to his nu­
merous indiscretions. If the Rev. Mr. Fer­
guson is convicted and cast out by the 
Nebraska conference before which he is 
cited to appear on Sept. 25, he will de­
serve no sympathy, for he is a hypocrite. 
It was enough for him to lead the woman 
astray, but he added a very mean sort of 
insult to injury when he took .the seventh 
commandment for a text, and preached 
on the sin of breaking it. The incident 
verifies what all observers have noted: 
that the clergy do not practice, what they 
preach; that precepts are not always 
translated into conduct; that ministers 
denounce the sins of others without being 
conscious that they -are denouncing their 
own; that the lapse of which the woman 
was guilty did not seem so great an of­
fense to her in the doing as it did in tee 
telling, which is generally the case. The 
minister felt himself to be. innocent be­
cause he reprobated the act, though com­
mitting it; the woman’s sense of guilt be­
came active when she found that she had 
not viewed the act as wrong. The minis­
ter had not made her guilty by his rela­
tions with her, but she became so when 
he condemned those relations as sinful. 
He might have had the decency to preach 
about something else when Mrs. Cross 
was in her pew.

Side-Lights on 
Astronomy

BY SIMON NEWCOMB, LL.D.
Author of "Elements of Astronomy,” "As­

tronomy for Everybody,” etc.
Illustrated. Crown 8vo. Cloth, $2; 

postage, 20 cents.
The various chapters of this work have 

to do with the larger aspects of astron­
omy rather than with its minute, tech­
nical details. The book is designed to 
put before the reader the nature of the 
big problems which excite the curiosity 
of the ordinary man as much as that 
of the scientist. How large is the uni­
verse? Has it any definite bounds? How 
long will it last? What is the origin of 
the sun’s heat and light, and what be­
comes of all the energy which it contin­
ually radiates into space? These . are 
some of the questions which Professor 
Newcomb discusses, in the light of the 
best knowledge obtainable. The book is 
written with the enthusiasm of the sci­
entific investigator, which it communi­
cates 4o the reader, but it is perfectly 
sane In Its speculations and devoid of 
technical obscurity. It tells what astron­
omers are doing, and in a general way 
describes their methods. As a whole, the 
book gives much easily assimilated infor­
mation, and particularly impresses the 
reader with the grandeur of astronomical 
ideas. Professor Newcomb is a very 
great scientific authority, and his style 
is that of an accomplished man of let­
ters.

Address The Truth Seeker.

Rubaiyat of Omar 
Khayyam.

Rendered into English 
By Edward FitzGerald

Vith Notes and an Original
Introduction, brief but Sufficient

i Heretofore Omar Khayyam has been 
known only to a few who cultivated him 
as a literary fad and recognized Fitz­
Gerald’s interpretation as a marvel of 
felicitous translation. But he should be 
known to and read and circulated by 
Freethinkers,. for the old Persian poet is 
pre-eminently one of us. Previous edi­
tions are loaded down with notes and in­
troductions and lives and pictures till the 
cost is high and our “old Omar” is re­
moved from the plain, of popularity. Our 

‘little edition has the introduction neces­
sary to present him to the non-oriental 
student, and the notes which make the 
verses plain. AU. Liberals should have 
this poem, and they will find it will bear 
reading and rereading.

The cover for this pamphlet is from a 
special and most appropriate design by 
W. Parker Bodfish, printed on the Victor- 
ieux cover paper.

Mailed foi ten cents

God and My Neighbor
By Robert Blatchford, London.

Contents: The Sin of Unbelief, One 
Reason, What I Can and Cannot Believe, 
The Old Testament—Is the Bible the 
Word of God? The Evolution of the Bible, 
The Universe, Jehovah, Bible Heroes, 
The Book of Books, Our Heavenly Father, 
Prayer and Praise, The New Testament 
—The Resurrection, Gospel Witnesses, 
The Time Spirit, Have the Documents 
Been Tampered With? Christianity Be­
fore Christ, Other Evidences, The Chris­
tian Religion—What is Christianity? De­
terminism—Oan Meh Sin Against God? 
Christian Apologies—Christianity and 
Civilization, Christianity and Ethics, The 
Success of Christianity, The Prophecies, 
The Universality of Christian Belief, Is 
Christianity the Only Hope? Spiritual 
Discernment, Some Other Apologies. 
Counsels of Despair. Conclusion—The 
Parting of the Ways.

Mr. Blatchford is one of the very 
strongest writers in England to-day, and 
American Freethinkers have a rare treat 
in this book.

Price: Cloth, $1.
Address THE T^UTH SEEKER CO.

THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS
Not Adapted to Modern Civilization.

With the true character of Mary 
Magdalene.

By G. W. Brown, M. D.
Third Edition Revised and Enlarged 

PRICE 15 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.
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A NEW

CATECHISM
BY M. MANQA8ARIAN.

“A New Catechism" has enjoyed a re­
markable sale both in America and Eng­
land. George Jacob Holyoake, in his In­
troduction to the English edition of “A 
New Catechism,” says:

"A New Catechism" is the boldest, the 
brightest, the most varied and Informing 
of any work of the kind extant. The 
principal fields of human knowledge, 
which the churches have fenced around 
with supernatural terrors, the Catechism 
breaks into, cherishing what is fair and 
showing what is deformed. The notes, 
of which there are many, both ancient 
and contemporary, are as striking as the 
text The book is a cyclopedia of theol­
ogy and reason., in a nutshell.

“The author of this Catechism shows 
good judgment in devising questions. 
Answers without parade or pretension 
come quickly and decisively, often includ­
ing unforeseen Information, which has the 
attraction of surprise. The answers do 
not drag along like a heavily-laden team, 
but flash like a message of wireless teleg­
raphy, unhampered, unhindered, over 
oceans of new thought As suits the 
celerity of the age, these answers are ex­
pressed with brevity. Prodigality In 
words impoverishes the giver and de­
praves the taste of the receiver. Mr. Man­
gasarian. like Procion, conquers with few 
men and convinces with few words. 
There is no better definition, says Lan- 
dor, of a great captain or a great teach­
er.”

Prof. C. S. Laisant, one of the foremost 
mathematicians of the College of Paris, 
In the Revue Philosophique, says this of 
“A New Catechism:”

"Admiration Is too feeble a word to 
express my opinion of **A New Cate­
chism.’ . . . It is a marvelous manu­
al of rationalist philosophy and scientific 
morality. To disseminate this work is 
to aid the cause of European democracy 
—the emancipation of the people. We 
congratulate the French people for the 
opportunity to read so beautiful and be­
neficent a work."

The New York Outlook, a seml-ortho- 
dox publication, Lyman Abbott’s’ paper, 
criticised "A New Catechism" by saying 
that its author, Mr. Mangasarian, “was 
guilty of bald literary falsehood.” This 
started a correspondence between Mr. 
Mangasarian and the editors of The Out­
look. In his pamphlet, "Orthodox At­
tacks," Mr. Mangasarian has published 
the correspondence of his answer to The 
Outlook. Everyone ordering, "A New 
Catechism” will receive free, a copy of 
this pamphlet

Price, Cloth, One Dollar
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

Paine’s Age of Beason
BY TH0MA8 PAINE, M. A.,

A Pioneer of Biblical Criticism

This edition of Thomas Paine’s master­
piece is the one that is sure to become 
the standard for all future correct edi­
tions. It is reprinted from one of the first 
copies in English published by Barrels at 
Paris, January, 1794, and the proofs 
werep robably read by Paine. It enables 
the world of the twentieth century to read 
Paine’s AGE OF REASON as Paine wrote 
it in the eighteenth century. It Is print­
ed from large new type, 180 pages.
PRICE 15 CENTS. EIGHT COPIES. SI. 
Published and sold by the Truth Seeker 

Co.. 62 Vesey street. N*» York. N. T •

THOMAS PAINE’S PORTRAIT
A very fine Reprint from a rare old 

Engraving. A Sharp Engraving from the 
Romney Portrait, printed in the eigh­
teenth century. One of these Engrav­
ings was presented by Thomas Paine him­
self to a friend, with his autograph there­
on. This copy is now in the possession 
of George Jacob Holyoake. There are 
but four of the originals In this country 
that we know of, and one of them was of­
fered for sale some time ago for $7.50, 
which shows the rarity of the picture. 
Our reprint Is from an original purchased 
at auction some years ago. As a portrait 
the reprint is as good, and much clear­
er, than the originals are now.

The picture is 8x10, on very heavy pa­
per, 16x20, a very nice size for framing.

Price only 50 cents.
Address THE. TRUTH SEEKER CO.

Letters of Friends.
Readers desirous of communicating 

with the writers of the letters in this de­
partment may address them in care of 
The Truth Seeker, 62 Vesey Street, New 
York, N. Y., and the letters will be read­
dressed and forwarded.

AMERICAN WOMEN SUPERFICIAL. 
From R. B. Kerr, British Columbia. 
Editor of The Truth Seeker: M. Flor­

ence Johnson’s reply to me in The Truth 
Seeker of July 20 raises the question of 
the relative intelligence of Americans 
and Europeans. I think Buckle hit the 
nail on the head when he spoke of the 
United States as “a country of which 
it has been truly said that in no other 
are there so few men of great learning, 
and so few of great ignorance.” Buckle 
adds: "The stock of American knowl­
edge is small, but it Is spread through 
all classes.” That is almost as true to­
day as when Buckle wrote it. Nobody 
will deny the general intelligence and 
refinement of the American people,- but 
Americans of great knowledge and depth 
of thought are very rare. Some years 
ago Carl Snyder, an American, wrote 
an article in the North American Re­
view, in which he pointed out that Ameri­
ca has contributed almost nothing to the 
progress of science. Medicine and sur­
gery are the sciences that have done 
most for the relief of human suffering, 
but. Snyder says that in these sciences . 
America has done practically nothing at 
all.

It is the same with women as with 
men. As Mrs. Johnson truly says, 
American women are very independent in 
thought, and there is a larger number of 
fairly intelligent women in the United 
States than in any other country. In 
women of real. Intellectual -eminence, 
however, America stands- infinitely’ be^ 
hind Europe. No American woman has 
ever been a scientist like Madame Curie, 
or a mathematician like Mrs. Somerville, 
or a painter like Rosa Bonheur, or a 
novelist like George Eliot, or a leader 
of women like Josephine Butler, or .an 
actress like Sarah Bernhardt. I am 
very fond of American women, and ad­
mire their pluck, but I have 'always 
found them a little superficial com­
pared with English women.

The superficiality of Americans has 
always -prevented them taking the lead 
in movements of advanced thought. With 
the exception of Single Tax, no great 
movement has originated in (America. 
Secularism, Socialism, and Anarchism are 
all importations from Europe, and all of 
them have made far greater* headway in 
Europe than in America. For instance, 
European Socialists boldly attack the 
church, while those of America timidly 
avoid the conflict. The same applies 
even to the woman question. In spite 
of the independence of American women, 
the best books on the woman question 
have nearly all been written by natives 
of Europe, and- the theories of the most 
advanced American women have been 
taught to them by Europeans.

History will repeat itself in the case 
of the demand for state maintenance of 
children. Although this has always been 
a demand of European Socialists, it has 
only lately become a very prominent 
one. Now, however, it has become a 
burning issue, especially in France, Eng­
land, Belgium and Italy, and in all of 
these countries the feeding of school 
children by the public authorities has 
already commenced. Payment of mothers 
is still only a theory, but it was advo­
cated by the last International Socialist 
■Congress, and has been greatly boomed 
in England during the past year by three 
eminent men, Sidney Webb, George Ber­
nard Shaw, and H. G. Wells. At »pres­
ent the American Socialists are so bit­
terly opposed to these measures that 
there is not a Socialist paper in America

which will allow the opinions of Euro­
pean Socialists on these questions to 
be mentioned in Its columns. That, 
however, is simply due to the fact that 
the leaders of American Socialism are 
more Ignorant, and therefore more timid 
men than the great Socialists of Eu­
rope. What Europe says to-day, Ameri­
ca will always say to-morrow; and in 
a few years America will be covered with 
speakers demanding payment of mothers 
and state maintenance of children. It 
will be a tremendously popular cry. I 
have already tried it with audiences of 
American women, and it worked like a 
charm.

Mrs. Johnson imagines that the lib­
erty of' women will be interfered with 
if they are paid for being mothers and 
their children are publicly maintained. 
It would be more’to the purpose if Mrs. 
Johnson could mention a case in which 
this has happened. If the freedom of 
English, French, Belgian, or Italian 
women has been restricted by the pub­
lic feeding of their children, I sincerely 
hope that Mrs. Johnson or some other 
person will draw attention to the fact. 
Payment of mothers is a very similar 
thing to old age pensions. Have the old 
men and women of Australia and New 
Zealand been deprived of their liberty by 
receiving old age pensions? Is a United 
States pensioner a deplorably down-trod­
den individual? I have always under­
stood that government pensioners were 
considered the most independent per­
sons in the world, and I- do not believe, 
that state paid mothers will be an ex­
ception to the rule.

WOULD CUT OFF DELINQUENTS.
From W. F. Grounds, California,

Dear Truth Seeker: I herewith in­
close $9 to pay back dues and advance 
me on toanothermile post. I am sorry 
that I have been so slow, but hope to be 
more prompt in the future. However, I 
believe it would be better if you would 
drop us short off when our subscription 
expires, as that would make us hustle 
for another’s year subscription to keep, 
from losing the dear old paper. I have 
been taking it so long I feel lost without 
it. I am going to take a look around 
and see if I,can’t get you a subscriber or 
two. I find many orthodox people here 
in Fresno, and as soon as they learn that 
you do not acknowledge-their creed, or 
at least their god, they drop you "like a 
hot potato.” I took the old Boston In­
vestigator for about twenty-five years; 
also the Ironclad Age till ‘it passed to The 
Truth Seeker, and have been taking the 
Truth Seeker ever since. I hope you 
may continue the good work until super­
stition is entirely blotted from the land.

THOSE NEW SAYINGS OF CHRIST.
From Theo. Brill, Wisconsin.

London, July 20.—Two archaelogical 
discoveries in Egypt of exceptional in­
terest have become • known here. They 
consist of some new sayings of Christ 
and of extremely ancient crude manufac­
ture, conjecturally a hundred thousand 
years old.

The sayings of Christ were found near 
an old Coptic monastery at Eofu by na­
tives, who sold them for a few pounds to 
an Arab trader. There are about a doz­
en' rolls of sixth century Greek papyri. 
They include twenty-five leaves of apo­
cryphal sayings of Christ in a Coptic 
translation of a lost Greek original, of 
which previously only thirteen leaves 
were known, twelve of them being iir 
the national gallery at Paris and one at 
Berlin.

The discovery also includes parts of 
the gospels of St. Matthew, St. Mark, 
and St. Luke in Greek.

Editor of The Truth Seeker: The above 
I clipped from our local farm and dairy 
paper. I would like to know what you 
think of it, It seems to me that if 
Christ lived only 1,900 years ago, they 
could not find any sayings, new or old, 
from him thousands of years before he 

was born. And how about the parts of 
St Luke, St. Mark, and St. Matthew?

(The way the dispatch is printed 
makes it a trifle misleading. The alleg­
ed sayings of Christ are not a hundred 
thousand years old. That age is as­
signed to the specimens of “ancient crude 
manufacture" mentioned In the same 
sentence. The sayings of Christ which 
the explorers have found are what would 
be called apocryphal; that is, the church 
has never decided that they are genuine 
and inspired. The ancient, monks and 
theologians busied themselves making 
copies of the sayings that were attribu­
ted to Christ, and hence many such cop­
ies would be in existence now if not des­
troyed. The parts of the gospels of 
Luke, Mark, and Matthew would be cop­
ies of the gospels then in circulation and 
ascribed to those apostles. A number Of 
"gospels” and "epistles,” now lost are 
known to have been In existence in the 
early centuries, as quotations from them 
have been found. These sayings of Je­
sus may not have been set down umil 
centuries after the time he is said to 
have flourished. The four gospels in the 
Bible are patched up from previously ex­
isting documents something like these 
“sayings,” probably.—Ed. T. S.)

MR. JENNERS’ MONUMENT. 
From “D. C.,” Lafayette, Ind.

Editor Truth Seeker—Dear Sir: Know­
ing Mr. Martin P. Jenners to be a regu­
lar subscriber to your very able, interest­
ing and instructive paper, I thought that 
no doubt you would like to see the last 
Sunday issue of the Indianapolis Star 
which contains a likeness and brief his­
tory of my long known and well liked 
freethinking friend and consequently 
send you a copy.

' I can say, with certainty, that while his 
portrait is all O. K. and the tombstone 
looks just as it stands in the very beau­
tiful and extensive cemetery, Springvale, 
that the figure reclining on top is a dis­
tasteful addition, for Mr. Jenners does 
not believe in any kind of ̂ angels outside__ ,
of those that perambulate the eartn ana 
wear petticoats. Mr. Jenners has re­
ceived several letters from different peo­
ple in various parts of the country con­
gratulating him on the stand he has ta­
ken in regard to religious belief. Truly 
“the world do move.” Don’t for a moment 
doubt that my nfriend' Jenners has the 
“courage of his convictions.”

[We reproduce the article from the In­
dianapolis Star. The picture would fill a 
page—Ed. T. S.]
Lafayette Man Arraigns Religion in 

Unique Manner.
“When you are dead, that’s the end of

you. Then it’s oblivion—finis.”
That is the solution of man’s ultimate 

destiny as announced by Martin P. Jen­
ners, aged 76, of Lafayette, when asked 
what he proposed to do about moving a 
monument erected on his lot in beauti­
ful Springvale Cemetery, northeast of La­
fayette.

The granite stone was erected over a 
year ago and ever since has been an eye­
sore to the trustees of the cemetery as­
sociation, who believe that the inscrip- 

i ion on the granite is sacrilegous. Recent­
ly a movement has been discussed look­
ing to the bringing to bear of some influ­
ence on Jenners to have the stone re­
moved, but he is adamant on this prepo­
sition, although in other matters he is 
ready to indulge the opinions of others, 
and if not convinced by their arguments 
he is at least tolerant.

Thousands of visitors to the city have 
gone to the graveyard since the erection 
of the monument for no other purpose 
than to see if it is true that any man 
would so tempt the anger of a higher 
power in the future as to have chiseled 
on the stone that marks his last resting 
place the sentiment that they believe is 
a direct insult to divinity.

The following is the inscription:
“Martin P. Jenners was born 

August 21, 1832, in a log cabin on the 
northwest corner of Ferry and Fourth 
streets. Died----- , 19—, My only ob­
jection to religion is that it is not 
true—1 Cor. xv. 52; Is. xxvi, 14. No 
preaching, no praying, no psalm sing­
ing permitted on this lot”
Below the main inscription and to the 

right are the words, “See other side.” 
On the other side is the insignia of the 
Red Men’s lodge, bearing the letters I. 
O. R. M. over the eagle and beloyr the 
bird the words, “Wabash Tribe No, 11,” •
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This man, whom those religiously in­
clined believe has dared to brave the 
wrath of God, claims to be the oldest liv­
ing man born in the city of Lafayette. 
He has lived there all his life and as he 
says received training in the Sunday 
schools and churches of his youth, such 
as they were at that early day. From the 
first, however, he was a skeptic, and was 
the despair of his Sunday school teachers 
and those who essayed to instruct him. 
They always found it an easy matter to 
explain puzzling points to others, but in 
Martin Jenners they always met their 
Waterloo in his everlasting "Why?” 
which he would fling at them on every 
occasion when doubt assailed him.

As he grew to manhood, he says he 
made a careful study, of the Bible, .and at 
last came to the conclusion that no de-' 
pendence could be placed In its teachings, 
fis he insists that "Its contradictions and 
Inconsistencies mark it as the dreams of 
Writers who lived thousands of years af­
ter facts alleged in its chapters could 
have occurred/'

The two verses of the Bible that Jen­
ners relies upon most staunchly to sup­
port his contentions are those chiseled 
oh his monument. 1 Cor. xv, 52 reads: 
"In fi moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
fit the last trump: for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised In­
corruptible, and we shall be changed.” 
The fourteenth verse of the twenty-sixth 
chapter Of Isaiah reads: ‘‘They are dead, 
they shall not live'; they are deceased, 
they shall not rise; therefore hast thou 
visited them and destroyed therm/’. He 
s'fiyS that here is shown such a contra­
diction concerning the resurrection that 
hd efin not bring himself to believe in 
it. H€ Will furnish similar alleged in- 
66fi§istehcies by the hour if'asked to do 
sG. Frhm these supposed contradictions 
MF.- Jgfiiiers firgues that the entire fabric 
of feiigibh based on the Holy Writ is false 
and unsound in its teachings.

When asked as to his belief Mr. Jen­
ners said that so far fifi he knows there 
may be one God or there may be fifty; 
he will not deny that there is a supreme 
being, but he says he does not believe 
there is. He presents some interesting 
arguments in support of his theories. For . 
instance he said: ‘‘Every once in a while 
you will see $60,000 or $100,000 put into a magnificent temple of worship. With 
imposing ceremonies it will be dedicated 
to the Lord. And then the’ very first 
thing that the trustees do is to put up 
lightning rods. It strikes me as strange 
that if the Lord can stay the lightning’s 
bolt, calm the raging waves, or still the 
disastrous wind, he would look out for 
his own property without the intervening 
agency of the lightning rod.”

Jenners does not try to impress his be­
liefs on others. He is remarkably well 
read and an entertaining conversation­
alist. He has received letters from all 
over the world concerning his object in 
placing the inscription on his monument. 
Some of these letters have praised him 
for ■ the courage he has shown; others 
censuring him and endeavoring to make 
him see the error of his opinion. Some 
of the letters of the latter character have 
even come from abroad. In speaking of 
these, Jenners says: "It seems to me 
that as we are sending missionaries over 
there from this country they have ma­
terial to work on at home without both-, 
ering me.”

He dresses in a dark blue suit of serge 
after the fashion of twenty years ago, as 
he does not like the cut of the men’s 
clothes of to-day. He wears a large Red 
Man’s emblem. He has enough money to 
live comfortably the rest of his life and, 
therefore, takes things easily. He wan­
ders about from store to store and en­
gages in conversation with whomsoever 

.may be near and willing to talk. His 
greatest boast is that his check will be 
honored at any business house or bank 
in the. city.

Mr. Jenners says he is not at all wor­
ried over the attitude of the trustees, as 
he owns his lot and took great pains to 
have his tombstone erected just as he 
wanted it and means it.shall stay where 
•he put it. He is an enthusiastic Red 
Man and helped draw the design of the 
emblem of his lodge for one side of his 
stone himself. The tombstone in which 
so much interest is centered is a hand­
some red granite with a brown stone 
foundation.

"I think when I am laid away beneath 
that stone,” said Mr. Jenners, "that every­
thing is ended for all time. So many peo­
ple ask me why, so long as I believe this 
I try to lead a decent life and conform 
to all the laws of the land and of so­
ciety, I tell them not for the same rea­
son they do—the fear of hell afterwards 
or the anger of a God, but because I have 
a natural decency about me that tells 
me it is rigfyt to do right for right’s sake,

SAYINGS AND MEANINGS OF JESUS. 
From Glynn Arvon, Wyoming.

Editor Truth Seeker: Having for some 
time past been in a district where the 
mail runneth not, and news enters but 
slowly, I have not úntil now been in a 
position to reply to the strictures of Mr. 
Otho Sullivan on an article of mine 
which appeared in The Truth Seeker.

After reading Mr. Sullivan’s letter, I 
was filled witlf a vast sympathy for our 
blessed “Lord and Savior.” Alack and 
alas! Why couldn’t Mr. Sullivan have 
been born two thousand years ago? If 
he could only have been at the elbow of 
the “Holy One” in the capacity of guide, 
philosopher and friend, what infinite mis­
ery might have been avoided. Then the 
world would not have wallowed in dark­
ness and doubt for two millenniums as to 
the meaning of Jesus’ utterances. Then 
the oceans, of blood spilt by his followers 
would not have been shed. The bound­
less wealth wasted by the followers of 
the “Lamb” might have been saved to 
the profit and advancement of the race. 
And we would have been spared the mid­
night of the Dark Ages with its attendant 
misery, ignorance, bigotry and brutality. 

But let us be cheered. The darkness 
is dispelled and the gloom is dissipated. 
The torch of enlightenment has appeared 
and the key to the riddle is at hand. 
Bismillah!

It is all exceedingly simple. Jesus 
taught by opposites. When he said one 
thing, he really meant the reverse. Thus 
when he said “Hate your parents,” he 
meant love them. When he said ‘‘Take 
no thought; for the morrow,” he really 
meant “be exceedingly industrious.” 
When he insisted on the necessity of in­
dividual salvation, he was really teach­
ing social reform. Apply this method to 
his sayings, and the hidden becomes evi­
dent. The “ways that are dark” are 
lightened, and “the tricks (of speech) 
that áre vain” are made clear.

Thus when at the age of twelve he is 
insolent and unfilial in his conduct to his 
parents, he really was "propagating com­
munism with a recklessness of personal 
consequence and safety, and an enthu­
siasm that are always characteristic of 
youth.” When he says God, he meant 
good; this notwithstanding Jesus knew 
nothing of Greek, and when he used the 
word that is translated God, he meant 
the tribal god of the Jews, and used 
the words Yahveh, Adonai, etc., which 
certainly aré not derived from a Greek 
word meaning good.

His unfeeling conduct towards the 
Canaanite woman is explained on- the 
ground that he was too busy propagating 
communism to bother with such trifles 
as the sickness of her daughter. He 
was busy “striving to set up a system 
where the sickness of the Canaan wom­
an’s daughter, and all other sicknesses, 
would be very materially lessened if not 
abolished.” This notwithstanding he 
never intimated that he had any idea of 
a better social state, and said nothing 
in favor of communism. This in spite of 
the fact that his whole life was spent in 
casting out devils, raising the dead, and 
healing the sick among the Jews. His 
assertion that he was "come but to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel” was 
nothing but an exhibition of his racial 
dislike of the Canaanites.

All this high-flown and far-fetched talk 
about the high ideals and exalted teach­
ings of Jesus is simply gush. There is 
nothing in the scriptures to justify the 
construction placed on his words by Mr. 
Sullivan. By similar reasoning his 
words might be twisted into a discourse 
on race suicide, or a dissertation on Ham 
chowder.

Has it never occurred to Mr. Sullivan

and wrong to do wrong for the sanifi fefi- 
son. The fact that everything end? With 
death is no reason why we should not 
live uprightly and honestly while in this 
world."

WALT WHITMAN.
An Address by 

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL.

“ LIBERTY IN LITERATURE.”
Portrait of Whtman.

A Testimonial to Walt Whitman, by Col­
onel Ingersoll, being a Lecture 

delivered in Philadelphia
Oct. 21, 1890. Also the 

FUNERAL ADDRESS 
Delivered by Colonel Ingersoll at Har­

leigh, Camden, March 30, 1892.
The Lecture and Funeral Address are 

sublime poems in themselves, marveloir* 
imagery, and wonderful diction. Each ad­
mirer of both these great men should 
have this book. Ingersoll brought out 
the best of Whitman in his own incom­
parable way—In the way no other man 
since Shakspere could do it. It is not 
only more than “a grand, sweet song.” 
It is a canvas whereon In the most won­
derful colors are painted pictures of life 
and love and liberty; the most poetic 
and finest delineations of nature’s myriad 
forms. It is a book which will be read 
and re-read with ever increasing delight.
Paper covers, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

Speeches of
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL

and
FREDERICK DOUGLASS.
At a meeting held in Washington, D. C., 

Oct. 22, -1883, to give expression to con­
demnatory views of the decision of the 
Supreme Court that the Civil Rights Act 
was unconstitutional.

In view of the prominence of the "Ne­
gro Question” to-day these speeches are 
of special interest.

PRICE 10 CENTS.
Address The Truth Seeker.

that If Jesus meant wbat Sullivan claims 
he did, he COuld just as well have said 
so, fis sfiy Whfit he did. Yet so It appears 
to me.

Again, when ho Say§, "Do good to them 
that hate you,” does he rttvritt. "Brethren 
and friends, when I say do good W Ifaffto, 
I do not of course mean in the sefide 
that you would to a friend. But there 
are several kinds of good, and the su­
preme good is that which, turns a man’s 
thoughts towards his maker.”

How infinitely superior is the teach­
ing of Confucius on this subject One of 
his disciples having been to hear Laotze 
(I believe it was) who was teaching this 
same sickly sentimentalism of loving 
your enemies, on his return asked the 
master, “What say you, Master, concern­
ing the precept that we love our ene­
mies?” And Confucius answered, "What 
then will you do for your ffiends? Will 
you do no more for your friends than 
your enemies? I say, Love your friends 
and be just to your enemies.” Here no 
impossibilities are asked, yet a course 
is outlined which will inevitably improve 
the relationship between men.

But Mr. Sullivan may reply that he 
doesn’t believe in the supernatural char­
acter of Jesus, and therefore the con­
struction- which I place upon the passages 
quoted above appears ridiculous to him. 
To which I reply that I am unable to 
comprehend why he is at such pains to 
rescue the character of Jesus from the 
oblivion to which it belongs, and attrib­
ute virtues to him which he doesn’t pos­
sess. And Mr. Sullivan has no more 
right to twist the words of this mythical 
Jew* into declarations in favor of social 
reform, than the religious fanatic has to 
twist them into declarations in favor of 
his particular brand of supernaturalism. 
If Mr. Sullivan’s arguments are sound, 
then there is no piece of idiotic balder­
dash into which sublime thoughts and 
lofty teachings may not be read.

He claims that Jesus was misunder­
stood, and denounces those who misun­
derstood him as vampires, rabble, hypo­
critical and brutal. I would like to ask, 
How in the name of the great horn­
spoon could they help misunderstanding 
him, when he purposely misled them? In 
reply to the query of his disciples as to 
the reason for his teaching in parables, 
he answers, "So that seeing they may 
see and not perceive, and hearing, they 
may hear and not understand, lest being 
warned they flee from the wrath to come; 
but unto you it is given to know the 
secrets of the kingdom.” And then he 
proceeds to explain the parable to them. 
Here he specifically declares that he 
doesn’t desire the multitude to escape 
the wrath to come. His disciples, pre­
sumably selected for their fitness for his 
purpose, familiar with his utterances and 
modes of thought, could see no 
sense in his harangues, but had to be 
privately enlightened as to what it was 
all about. How, then, I ask again, could 
the multitude help misunderstanding him, 
when he purposely, deliberately, and with 
malice aforethought, as the lawyers say, 
misled them?

Mr. Sullivan explains this as using 
diplomacy to secure recruits. I assent 
to this explanation, but it was recruits 
for hell he wanted.

I gather from Mr. Sullivan’s letter that 
he is a Socialist. I would like to ask him 
if he thinks the plan adopted by Jesus for 

i securing recruits would be an efficient 
one for Socialist lecturers to pursue. 1 
imagine Socialist lecturers purposely 
speaking in language their hearers could 
not understand, “lest being warned” they 
flee from the evils of capitalism. And 
this to continue for two thousand years 
until some Sullivan arose to describe It 
as a diplomatic method of obtaining re­
cruits. How many recruits does he imag­
ine they would get? And does he sup­
pose the Socialist ideal would be realized 
before the arrival of the Greek kalends? 
If so, then he has infinitely more faith 
than I have.

Orthodoxy.
A Consideration of the 

Congregational Creed.
By ROBERT G. INGERSOLL.

Some of the points touched upon in this 
examination of orthodoxy are: God as a 
Governor, the Love of God, the Fall of 
Man, the Atonement, the Second Birth, 
Inspiration, Christ’s "reign of truth and 
love,” the Wars it brought, the Resurrec­
tion, the Judgment Day, Miracles of the 
New Testament, the Ascension, Casting 
out Devils, Eternal Punishment, Some 
who are Damned, Immortality.
ONE OF THE BEST OF INGERSOLL’S 

LECTURES.
Price 10 Cent*. Address the Truth 

Seeker.
62 Vesey street, New York, N. Y.

Reply to Lambert3 s 
Notes on Ingersoll 

By B. W. Lacy
Cloth, 60 cents. 184 pp large octavo.

(Former price $1.)
This is a reply to all of Priest Lambert’s criti­

cisms of Colonel Ingersoll’s statements. It is written 
In a calm and judicial style, exhaustive in reason­
ing, and conclusive as to the points advanced by the 
priest. Lambert has been heralded as the man who 
had answered Mr. Ingersoll by many churchmen— 
all of the more ignorant of them, in1 fact—and 
his book has been cited by many journals as a 
refutation of the Colonel’s attack upon the church 
arid a rehabilitation of Christianity. Lambert’s book 
does not deserve the reputation it acquired, and It 
would never have acquired it if it were not about 
all the churchmen had. Colonel Ingersoll regarded it 
as weak and puerile, and Mr. Lacy shows that his 
estimate was just.

Every Freethinker should get this book bo that 
when Lambert is quoted to him by some church­
man he can produce the book which shows the false 
logic and weak argument of the priest.

Addresa THE TRUTH 8EEKER CO.

A Few Reasons for Doubting the 
Inspiration of the Bible.

Paper, 10 cents.
BY BOBERT 0. INGERSOLL. 

AddrM* THE TRUTH SEEKER.
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FRANCE AND
THE POPE.—2.

BY OBN. WILLIAM BIRNEY.

Published uniform with No. I

This is a reply to the legal argu­
ments coming under the authors 
notice after No. 1 was written, and 
deals with the utterances of the Ro­
man Catholic gentlemen, the Hon. 
Morgan J. O’Brien, Edgar J. Gans, 
Esq., Paul Bakewell, Esq., Professor 
Dwight, and Paul Fuller, Esq., also 
the speeches made by Judges O’Brien, 
Daly, * and Fitzgerald, and by the 
Hon. J. Delany and John C. Agar, 
Esq., at the Roman Catholic mass 
meeting in New York City, January 
27, 1907; also the Pope’s Encyclical 
letter of January 6, 1907.

A complete and convincing answer.

PRICE 10 CENTS.
12 COPIES FOR $!.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

OR
Not for Secularists

BY GENERAL WILLIAM BIRNEY.
Summary of Contents: Creeds Transi­

ent — Progress Not Made Under Creeds 
—Science Better. Than Creeds —Growth, 
and Decadence of Religions — Confucian­
ism — Buddhism — Christianity — Mo­
hammedanism — How Religions Grow 
and Fall — Can There Ever Be a Final 
Religion? —The Old and the New—Fruits 
of the New — Conclusions.

Price 10 cents. Per dozen, |1.00.
Address THE TRUTH .SEEKER CO., 

F* Vesey Street. New York.

REVELATION AND THE PLAN 
OF SALVATION.

By Gen. William Birney.
General Birney is one of the ablest and 

sprightliest writers among Liberals, and 
his lecture which was delivered before 
the Washington Secular League, is a 
good one to hand to friends.

Price, 5 cents.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

62 Vesey Street, New York.

HOW CHRISTIANITY BEGAN 
Date and Place of the New 
Theological Evolution....

The personality of Jesus—When was he 
born, how old was he when he began his 
mission, and hew long did it last? The 
gospels and the Acts—Doctrines intro­
duced by the Fathers—Small part in 
church history played by the apostles.

By WILLIAM BIRNEY.
Price, 7 cents. The Truth Seeker Co.

HELL, OR HADES
By Gen. William Birney

Evolution of thought about the after 
life and punishment beyond the grave. 
The Hades of Homer, where the shades 
of the departed followed the same pur­
suits as in this world. Demigods among 
the inhabitants of the nether-realm. The 
Nirvana of the Buddhists, Roman, Jewish, 
Christian, and Mohammedan infernos.

PRICE, 10 Cf NTS.
Address The Truth Seeker Co.

30 JEWELS for 15 CENTS
Send for a package of Little Jewel Men­

ders, only 15c. Mend agate, granite, 
tin. No heat or outfit needed. Agents 
wanted. A. P. Washburn, 948 E. 160th 
street. New York pity.

CHILDREN'S OORNER FOR 

Boys and Girls, 
YOUNG AND OLD.

Edited by MISS 8U8AN H. WIXON, 
Fall River, Mau.

"Between the dark and the daylight,
When the night is beginning to lower. 

Comes a paus^ In the day’s occupations
That la known as the Children's Hour.**

Cathedral Shadows.
Just beyond one of our dockyard towns 

lies an elevated «plateau of level green, 
which can hardly be matched for the 
view which it commands of river and 
hills, meadows and woods, government 
buildings and public-houses, chapels, 
churches, also a cathedral, a castle, and 
a Tower of Jezreel.

It was a sunny morning in June, early 
Sabbath, therefore very few persons but 
were resting; yet, as I descended the hill 
towards the town I saw two faded women 
smoothing out their hair, adjusting their 
unfashionable hats, and shaking the dust 
from their clothes; for they had been 
sleeping out.

Just in front of me was a collection 
of miserable houses, part streets, part j 
alleys; and even in gardens of an earlier 
time one or two tenements had been 
built. The medical officer of health had 
condemned most of these dens years 
previously, when he was young and con­
scientious, but the .council had quietly 
ignored his recommendation.

A close study of the. rate-book would 
have revealed most of the respected mem­
bers« of the local religious .bodies as the 
owners of these miserable houses, many 
of them tenanted by woman of light repu­
tation. The young men ■ of this district 
were of the “unemployable? class, sellers 
of "specials/* runners -for—bookmakers, 
dealers in firewood, and the many other 
devious ways by which the poor manage 
to exist.

' Its young women and its girls almost 
fresh from the ‘•church’’ school in its 
midst, could make more money by com­
panionship v/ilh men who could afford to 
spend their earnings on drink and luxury 
and vice than by factory work., - '

Certainly the church made an effort to 
"rescue” some of these "fallen’’ girls, 
but several of the fashionable ladies on 
the committee were indirectly interested 
in slum property or in broweri er., whilst 
one in particular was the wife of a man 
who had reduced to a science the collect­
ing of high rents from low reputations.

The actual owners of these curious 
properties turned them over entirely to 
his management, whilst interested per­
sons took six »r even more, houses at the 
time, letting them, house by house or 
room by room—a pretty subdivision of 
responsibility woicli completely deceived 
the police.

The cathedral in whose shal^w *hese 
slums anl others were situate actually 
holds a public-house as part of its chap­
ter property, thus illustrating that alli­
ance of beer and Bible which has made 
our land so happy and prosperous, and 
kept the worker? in quiet slumber and 
the fear of hell.

Just over the river were rows of 
smoking shafts, making cement day and 
night, without even Sabbath remission, 
although the land on which some of them 
stood was the property of religious 
bodies, who in earlier and less strenu­
ous times had regulations against Sunday 
labor.

My thoughts on that early Sabbath 
morning, the contrast between sunshine 
and shadow, between country and town, 
would occupy too much space; but my 
daily life brings me in contact with con­
trasts of poverty and riches, of cant and 
crime, of humbug and hypocrisy, only 
to be found in the enervating shade of 

medieval clericalism tempered by com­
mercial greed.—The Clarion (London).

If Pa Was King of Spain.
We’ve got a bran’ new baby too, 

An’ pa he has to keep
Awake at night until the new

One wants to go to sleep.
It cries, it does! It yells an’ screams 

With all its might an' main,
An’ pa says he'd have pleasant dreams 

If he was King of Spain.
If he was Klug of Spain, pa says, 

He’d sit upon Ills throne,
All’ folks would tremble in his gaze 

An' leave him all alone.
An’ he’d have ministers to come

An’ play games for the kid,
An’ soldiers to play on the drum

An’ shake up old Madrid.

Why, pa says kings don’t have to rise
At 1 o’clock A. M.,

Although the head uneasy lies
In crown or diadem—

But kings just hang their crowns some­
where

An’ tumble off to sleep,'
Their royal garments on a chair

Or, piled up in a heap.

An’ .pa says kings don’t have to chase
To drug stores in the night

To get some paregoric quick
To set the baby right—

They just wake up a duke or earl
.An’ make them rock the crib

Or twist the baby’s hair in. curl
Or tuck its little bib.

An’ every night while my pa walks
All up an’ down the floor,

He talks. an’ talks an’ talks an’ talks, 
An’ says it makes him sore

Because the common people must
Hope on ah’ hope in vain— .

He’d give a lot, he mutters, just
To be the King of Spain;

—Chicago Post.

An Army Horse Under Fire.
We had in our company a young Ger­

man named .Schulte., His horse was his . 
especial~ pride. Sometimes Schultz went 
to sleep without rations, but his horse 
never. No matter . how scarce or how 
hard it was to get forage, the young Ger­
man’s horse always had an evening feed, 
a thorough rubbing down, a loving pat, 
and a “good-night, Frank,” in two lan­
guages—broken English and German. 
Many a time have I seen Schultz skir­
mish for a lunch for his horse when we 
halted to make coffee instead of prepar­
ing his own lunch. While the rest of us 
stayed in our tents and read or played 
cards, Schulte would keep Frank’s com­
pany for hours, sometimes talking Ger­
man to, him and sometimes English. 
Some of our horses showed lack of care; 
Frank was always in good order; 
in, camp .he glistened like a new plug hat, 
and seemed as fond of his master as his 
master of him. When the Atlanta cam­
paign opened, in May, 1864, there was not 
a prouder soldier or a prettier horse 
than Schultz aqd Frank in the 1st.

Our first fight of note in that cam­
paign was at Varnell’s station, May 9. 
Somebody—never mind who—made a 
mess of it. Our little brigade, the 2d of 
the 1st cavalry division, consisting of the 
2d and 4th Indiana and the. 1st Wiscon­
sin, commanded by Col. O. H. LaGrange, 
was thrown against Gen. Joe Wheeler’s 
entire command, and we fought it all day. 
We started to charge, but were halted 
in a piece of woods and were ordered to 
fight on foot. We were already under 
fire and in considerable confusion, and 
only a portion of the command heard the 
order, so it happened that some of us 
fought as cavalry and some as infantry. 
Schultz remained mounted and did he­
roic service. Early in the fight his pet 
was shot. As the animal made but little 
fuss over it and steadied down quickly 
his rider thought it was only a slight 
wound and remained in battle all day, 
having traveled many miles in the per­
formance of -important and'dangerous 
tasks, the wonderful animal seeming to 

enter into the spirit of the work as com­
pletely as his master. That night at 9 
c’clock the brigade camped.

The moment Frank was unsaddled he 
lay down. Schulte thought it was be­
cause the horse like himself was tired, 
and after patting him and telling him in 
both languages what a splendid fellow he 
had been that day, and thanking him for 
carrying him safely through one of the 
hottest battles, he busied himself with 
supper getting. In the forage bag were 
several extra ears of corn. After his own 
repast of black coffee, crackers and un­
cooked white pork, such a banquet as 
many a soldier has been more thankful 
for7 than he was for the feast of last 
Thanksgiving, Schulte shelled the corn 
and took it to Frank. The horse did not 
welcome him as usual, did not rest his. 
head on the master’s shoulder and look, 
if he did not speak, thanks for such a 
master. He didn’t hear Schultz announce 
in German that he was coming with a 
double ration. Frank was dead and stif­
fening, showing that soon after lying 
down life had departed.

When Schulte realized that his pet was 
dead he threw the corn down, dropped 
by the side of the animal, tenderly laid 
one hand on his neck, and with the other 
gently rubbed his head, as he had done 
many times before, and sobbed like a 
child. In talking about his loss the next 
day he said: "My poor Frank couldn’t 
tell me he was badly hurt and ask to go 
to the hospital, as I would have done had 
I been shot. He carried me all day as 
if he thought it was his duty, and that 
things would go wrong if he didn’t, and 
when the battle was over and I was get­
ting supper he lay down and died.

“That horse was a better soldier than 
I am—than any man in the regiment. Not 
one of us would have fought all day with 
such a hurt as that. No one would have 
expected it of us, yet I expected it of 
Frank, and he did not fail ine..'’~W'ith this 
Tjutburst the poor fellow broke down 
again, and none of his comrades made 
light of the young German’s sorrow. They 
knew it was sincere.—James F. Lyon in 
Chicago Times-Herald.

Questions for Boys and Girls to 
Think About.

If you are good at guessing or answer­
ing, here are a few questions you can 
wrestle with:

You can see any day a white horse, but 
did you ever see a white colt?

How many different kinds of trees 
grow in your neighborhood, and what are 
they good for?

Why does a horse eat grass backwards 
and a cow forwards?

Why does a hop-vine wind one way 
and a bean-vine the other?

Where should a chimney be the larger, 
at the top or bottom, and why?

Can you tell why a horse when teth­
ered to a rope always unravels it, while 
a cow always twists it into a kinky knot?

How old must a grape-vine be before i* 
begins to bear?

Can you tell why the leaves turn upside 
down just before a rain?

What wood will bear the greatest 
weight before breaking?

Why are all cow. paths crooked and 
none straight?

Revised Version.—In one of the Atlan­
ta Sunday-schools recently the lesson for 
the day had to do with Mammon and the 
corrupting influences of great riches.

Toward the close of the exercises the 
superintendent called upon the infant 
class to repeat the Golden Text. The 
response was immediate, though a slight 
departure from the original, for in a 
voice that was distinctly heard in all 
parts of the room there came the follow­
ing modification:

"Ye cannot serve God and mamma!”— 
Harper’s Monthly.
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VIEWS OF RELIGION.
A Compilation of Over 6,000 Quotations from More than 3,000 

Authors—Poets, Philosophers, Editors, Artists, Clergjmen, 
Scientists, Professors, Statesmen and Others

BY RUFUS K. NOYES, M.D.
All of the opinions quoted are against supernatural religion, showing that the 

thinkers of the world have always been opposed to theology and superstition. 
Ancient and modern, heathen and so-called Christians, are arrayed together In 
opposition to the false teachings of priests. The authors drawn from reach 
from Buddha to Premier Clemenceau of France. The book 1b a mighty arsenal 
of weapons against the pretensions of priestcraft and the falsehoods of dogmat­
ic religion.

The Doctor says In his preface: "THE OBJECT OF THIS BOOK IS TO 
SHOW THAT SOME OF THE BEST AND MOST HONORABLE MEN AND WO­
MEN, AS WELL AS THOSE MOST HIGHLY ESTEEMED |N PUBLIC LIFE, ARE 
ON RECORD AS BEING EITHER EXTREMELY LIBERAL, ANTI-RELIGIOUS, 
OR SKEPTICAL ON RELIGION,”

The keynote of the volume Is given In the following quotation from John 
Stuart Mill: “THE WORLD WOULD BE ASTONISHED IF IT KNEW HOW 
GREAT A PROPORTION OF ITS BRIGHTEST ORNAMENTS, OF THOSE 
MOST DISTINGUISHED EVEN IN POPULAR ESTIMATION FOR W18DOM 
AND VIRTUE, ARE COMPLETE SKEPTICS IN RELIGION.”

The compiler in most instances has made his selections with excellent taste 
and rare judgment, and, apart from Its avowed object, the book is calculated to 
stimulate thought and thereby add to the intellectual enjoyment of the world.

Says L. K. Washburn: "Dr. Noyes has made a collection of opinions, sayings, 
and sentiments that for brilliancy, mental sanity, and profound speculation has 
never been equaled; and when the Freethinkers of the land realize that this mag­
nificent work is in the interest and for the glory of Freethought they should 
manifest their appreciation of his giant labors.”

The book is printed on Stratford paper, deckled edge, gilt top and handsomely 
bound in silk cloth and contains a photogravure of the author. It also has a com­
plete Index.

Price, Postpaid, $5.00
ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER, 62 VESEY STREET, NEW YORK.

BY RETURN MAIL.

Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated.

CONTENTS)

Sabbath-breaking and Crime.
Mrs. Emma Harner, a little woman 

who says she has done private detective 
work for twelve years, engineered four ! 
arrests for Sunday selling on upper ! 
Eighth avenue yesterday and secured four 
convictions in the Harlem Police Court 
this morning. She carried on her sleuth­
ing for the West Side Merchants’ Asso­
ciation. Accompanied by a young woman 
witness and Detective McManus of the 
West 125th street station, who remained 
lu the background until time for the ar­
rest, Mrs. Harner visited four clothing es­
tablishments and trapped the merchants.

At Louis Harburger’s store, 2518 
Eighth avenue, she bought a collar, tell­
ing him that she wanted one In a hurry 
for her husband. Louis was nabbed..

Abraham Michel’s store, 2337 Eighth 
avenue, was entered next. Here the 
woman detective got a handkerchief, and 
Abraham was taken In tow by Detective 
McManus. At Pascal Leon’s store, 2324 
Eighth avenue, ths woman Sherlock 
Holmes also made a hasty purchase an.I 
Mr. Leon joined the procession.

On reaching Morris Goldberg’s store 
Mrs. Harner was at her wit’s end to think 
what to purchase, but finally demanded a 
pair of garters. The gallant Goldberg 
was touched by her apparent need and 
quickly produced the two bright-colored 
bits of elastic.

All four were fined $5 each by Magis­
trate Wahle today.—Evening Sun, Augu&t 
5.

Inane and Trifling “Reformers.”
To the Editor of the Evening Sun: Of all the news items appearing in your 

Columns in months, none has been more provocative of disgust and indignation 
than the report of the doings of one Emma Harner, a private detective, with her 
subordinate, Detective McManus, supposedly an employee of the city. Particu­
larly at this time, when the whole greater city is torn with excitement and alarm 
by reason of the daily, almost hourly, assaults on women and children, many of 
them culminating in murder; when burglaries, hold-ups, and assassinations by 
gangs of organized killers, occur every hour of the twenty-four, and when there 
is a constant demand for a large increase of the police force to enable the de­
partment to protect citizens from robbery, rape, mutilation, and violent death, it 
is exasperating beyond endurance to have city officers trailing around as the serv­
ants ot women meddlers in the pay of "Merchants’ Associations,” committing 
outrages against business men who have done nothing that they had not a per­
fect right to do under the Constitution of the United States and the fundamental 
law of New York. The piffling performance is robbery of the taxpayer and an 
insult to every victim of thug, burglar, assassin, and ravisher. Magistrate Wahle 
should have had power to fine or imprison Mrs. Harner, not the men she had 
trapped, and should have notified the head of the police department to send Me 
Manus out to Brooklyn or Staten island on his legitimate business.

If we are to have fool Sunday laws, to have that made a misdemeanor on one 
day which on all others is innocent, why not go about the idiocy in a way to com­
mand respect for the crusaders’ sincerity, even though that course could not pos 
sibly increase our contempt 'for their alleged thinking, by making the law apply 
impartially to all? Why not arrest the big men of the traction interests for their 
wholesale "Sabbath-breaking”? Why not actually close both doors of the saloons? 
Why not fine a few clergymen and church organists for earning their salaries by 
work done on Sunday? In short, why not give evidence of the possession of a 
rudimentary sense of decency and fair play in order in a slight measure to dis­
tract attention from the gallingly apparent lack of sanity?

Is it any wonder the police department so largely has come to be an object 
of suspicion and contempt? Is it any wonder that so many of the men have no 
clear conception of the difference between crime and its opposite? The fault 's 
not theirs, except secondarily. Primarily, it lies at the doors of those who pro­
claim themselves men and women of light and leading, paragons of all the per­
sonal and civic virtues, but who in fact are, as egotists of their sort always 
have been, disturbers of social peace, per verters of reason, conf users of issue, un­
intentional corrupters of all classes of officials, and so the strongest influence 
working for the perpetuation and diffusion of crime in the community. This Is 
the Puritan faction, into whose ranks inevitably gravitate the majority of the un­
fortunate men and women who are cursed with a constitutional inability to dis­
tinguish crime from vice, and both from actions that harm no one and are no 
one else’s business.

* EDWIN C. WALKER.
Sustaining a Theory—Some Giants—Adventures and Work of Noah—A Hunt­

ing Anecdote—Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor—A Queer Family—Isaac and 
His “Sister”—One of Twins—Jacob and Esau—Joseph, the Man of Dreams— 
Holy Moses—Balaam, the Diviner—Bloody Joshua—The Campaign of Deborah 
and Barak Against Jabin and Sisera—General Gideon—Jephthah and His Hu­
man Sacrifice—Samson, the Strong—Ruth and Boaz—Unstable - as Water, God 
Shall Not Excel—David, God’s Favorite—Some Stories From the Book of Kings 
—Adventures of the Prophets—Jonah, the Truthful Sailor.
Four hundred pages—Two hundred Full-Page Pictures—The Stories Humorously 

Told and Hard Facts Given concerning the Origin and Au­
thenticity of the Old Testament.

A Page of Text to Each Picture.
IN BOARDS, ILLUMINATED COVERS. $1;

IN CLOTH, GILT SIDE STAMP, $1.50.

Blue Laws
“'Connecticut

Taken from the Public Records of the Colony of Con­
necticut previous to 1665, as printed in a compilation of the 
Earlier Laws and Orders of the General Court of Connect! 
cut, from the Original Records remaining in the Office of 
the Secretary of State; and from Dr. Lewis’s book on Sun­
day Legislation; also an Extract from the Constitution, or 
Civil Compact Entered into and Adopted by the Towns 
of Windsor, Hartford, and Wethersfield in 1638-9, as con­

firmed by the General Court of Connecticut, and showing 
it e Biblical basis of Colonial Legislation. Nine Illustra­
tions specially made for this volume. Special cover design 
in colors.

Nine Illustrations by W. Parker Bodfish.
The book includes an account of the Persecution of 

Witches and Quakers in New England, and a summary of 
Blue Laws of Virginia.

PRICE, 25 CENTS. Specimen Illustrations.

Memories and Experiences of 
Moncure Daniel Conway.

IN TWO LARGE VOLUMES. WITH PORTRAITS AND FAC­
SIMILE LETTERS.

Mr, Conway has had unusual opportunities for observing men and events— 
the position of an unofficial and independent witness. His autobiography is unique, 
and closely related to an unique epoch. He has had a very varied and active 
life among famous men and historical movements. A son of Old Virginia, he 
was a kinsman of the Washingtons and o ther historic families. He was an. advo­
cate of slavery at eighteen; an exile for abolitionism at twenty-two; Methodist 
itinerant near Washington; listener in the capitol in the time of Webster, Clay, 
Calhoun, Benton, Cass; graduate of the Harvard Divinity School, Unitarian min­
ister at Washington and Cincinnati; publicist and editor during the war. He was 
personally acquainted with Abraham Lincoln, and with the anti slavery leaders m 
Congress and throughout the country; and was a resident of Concord and friend 
of Emerson, Thoreau, and other eminent men there.

Mr. Conway kept careful diaries of his friendship with Carlyle, Emerson, 
Browning, and Tennyson, and many other men with whom he was thrown In 
contact. A mere list of them is a prompt invitation to open his book. Besides 
those already mentioned are such men as Hawthorne, Lowell, Holmes, Thoreau, 
Garrison, Agassiz, Alcott, W. H. Channing, Beecher, Theodore Parker, Thackeray, 
Martineau, Newman, Tennyson, W. J. Fox, Cobden, Disraeli, Gladstone, Palmer­
ston, Burne-Jones, and Brooke Herford. The two volumes are profusely illustrated 
with portraits and with facsimiles of interesting letters from famous men.

These large volumes are more entertaining than any novel printed within our 
recollection. I

Price, $6.00. Postage, 43 cents extra.
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 6a Vesey Street, New York, N. Y;
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THE HOLT CROSS SERIES
Priest In Absolution. A Crltlolam and 

Denunciation, with a review of the sys­
tem of Confession, Including copious ex­
tracts from a late Infamous publication, 
from the Confessional Unmasked. Paper, 
15 cents.

The Awful Disclosures of Marla Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her suffer­
ings during her residence of five years as 
a novice, and two years as a black nun, 
In the Hotel Dleu Nunnery, at Montreal. 
Perhaps not any anti-Cathollc book pub­
lished has created more excitement, and 
had such a circulation as this work. 
To counteract Its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Marla Monk was 
"no better than she should be,” but In­
vestigation disclosed that her "child of 
shame" was none other than the child 
of her priest seducer. Paper, 50 cents; 
Cloth, 75 cents.

Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture 
by the Rev. George Townsend Fox, of 
Durham, Eng. Revised American edition, 
showing the result in parishes of the 
Roman decree that priests shall not 
marry. Paper, 15 cents.

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosure! 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Boreham 
Essex. England. Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and free 
dom. Paper, 10 cents.

The Confessional. By W. Stewart Rosf 
Being an exposure of that Infamous re 
liglous rite. Price, 25 cents.

The Secret Instructions of the Jesuits. 
Our reprint is from an edition of 1723, of 
which the Society of Jesuits on the Con 
tlnent purchased and suppressed all the 
copies obtainable. The work Is redolent 
of Jesuit craft and Is a plain Index to the 
chicanery, dishonesty, and underhand 
working of that order against the welfare 
of Individuals and society. Price, 15 
cents.

Fifty Years In the Church of Rome. 
By Father Chiniquy. With portrait of th', 
author, and other Illustrations. 43d edi 
tion. 8vo, cloth, 52.25.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.
62 Vesey St, New York.

The Priest, the Woman 
and the Confessional.

The Confessions of Mothers, Sisters 
and Brothers

Over Forty Tbonund Already sold.

BY FATHER CHINIQUY.
Author of "Fifty Year/ In the Church of Rome.”

The work Is conceded by the pulpit and press 
of the country to be the best authority upon the 
confessional. Its author has done good service 
In the cause of Protestantism, and he speaks from 
h personal experience in the workings of the Ro­
man Catholic Church, where he held high position.

CONTENTS.
I. The Struggle Before the Surrender of Wom­

anly Self-respect In the Confessional.
II. Auricular Confession Is a deep pit of perdition 

for the priest.
III. The Confession 1b the Modern Sodom.
IV. How the vow of celibacy is made easy by 

Auricular Confession.
V. The Highly-educated and refined woman In the 

Confessional—What becomes of her after her un­
conditional surrender—Her Irreparable ruin.

VI. Auricular Confession destroys all the sacred 
‘lee of marriage and human society.

VII. Should Auricular Confession be tolerated 
among civilized national

VIII. Does Auricular Confession bring peace to 
the soull

IX. The Dogma of Auricular Confession a sac­
rilegious imposture.

X. Borno of the matters on which the priest of 
Rome must question his penitents.

Sent to any address d? I f|A 
on receipt of price, I .UU

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER

The Secret Instructions of 
the Jesuits.

FROM AN EDITION OF 1723
The work is redolent of Jesuit craft, 

and is a plain index to the chicancery, 
dishonesty and undehand working of 
that order against the welfare of in in­
dividuals and society.

The edition of 1723, quoted by the high­
est authorities as authentic, was so far 
as possible purchased and

SUPPRESSED BY THE JESUITS
Our reprint is from a c opy of the book 

secured at a sale of rare works, and it is 
doubtful that another could be found.

Price, 15 cents -
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

Gems of Thought. FreethinKer’s Catechism
Every school-house is a fort.—Inger­

soll.
It is a pity one had not twenty minds 

and forty hands; double pity one did not 
faithfully employ1 the mind and hands 
one has. The sweat of the brow Is not a 
curse, but the wholesomest blessing in

* life.—Carlyle;
The impression that Nature makes 

upon the mind, the stories told by sea, 
and star, and flower, must be natural food 
of thought. Leaving out for the moment 
the impression gained from ancestors, the 
hereditary fears, and drifts, and trends— 
Xhe natural food of thought must be the 
impression made upon the brain by com­
ing In contact, through the medium of 
the five senses, with what we call the 

1 outer world. ' The brain is natural. Its I 
food is natural. The result—thought- 
must be natural. The supernatural can 
be construed with no material except the 
natural. Of the supernatural, we can 
have no conception.—Ingersoll.

Cain took care not to commit another 
murder, unlike our railway shareholders 
(I am one) who kill and maim shunters 
by hundreds to save the cost • of auto­
matic couplings, and make atonement by 
annual subscriptions to deserving chari­
ties. Had Cain been allowed to pay off 
his score, he might possibly have killed 
Adam and Eve for the mere sake of a 
second luxurious reconcilation with God 
afterwards. Bodger, you may depend on 
it, will go to the end of his life poison­
ing people with bad whisky, because he 
can always depend on the Salvation 
Army or the Church of England to ne­
gotiate a redemption for him in consider­
ation of a trifling percentage of his 
profits.—G. Bernard Shaw.

We are all of us willing enough to ac­
cept dead truths or blunt ones; which 
can be fitted harmlessly into spare 
niches, or shrouded and coffined at once 
out of the way, we holding complacently 
the cemetery keys, and supposing we 
have learned something. But a sapling 
truth, with earth at its root and blossom 
on its branches; or a trenchant truth, 
that can cut its way through bars and 
sods; most men, it seems to me, dislike 
the sight or entertainment of, If by any 
means such guest or vision may be 
avoided. And, ’ indeed, this is no won­
der; for one such truth, thoroughly ac­
cepted, connects itself strangely with 
others, and there is no saying what It 
may lead to.—John Ruskin.

All orthodox ministers now know that 
fossil animals—that Is, representations 
of animals in stone, were placed in the 
rocks on purpose to mislead meh like 
Darwin and Humboldt, Huxley and Tyn­
dall. It is also now known that God, for 
the purpose of misleading the so-called 
men of science, had hairy elephants pre­
served in ice, made stomachs for them, 
and allowed t^igs of trees to be found 
in these stomachs, when, as a matter of 
fact, no such elephants ever lived or 
ever died. These men who are endeavor­
ing to overturn the scriptures with the 
lever of science will find that they have 
been deceived. Through all eternity 
they will regret their philosophy. They 
will wish, in the next world, that they 
had thrown away geology and physiology 
and all other "ologies” except theology. 
The time is coming when Jehovah will 
"mock at their fears and laugh at their 
cal am ity. ”—Ingersoll.

A SONG AGAINST LOVE.
There Is a thing in the world that has 

been since the world began:
The hatred of man for woman, the hatred 

of woman for man.
When shall this thing be ended? When 

love ends, hatred ends,
For love is a chain between foes, and 

love is a sword between friends.
Shall there never be love without hatred? 

Not since the world began.
Until man teach honor to woman, and 

woman teach pity to man.

O that a man might live his life for a 
little tide

Without this rage in his heart, and with­
out this foe at his side!

He could eat and sleep and be merry and 
forget, he could live well enough, 

Were it not for this thing that remem­
bers and hates, and that hurts and 
is love.

But peace has not been in the world since 
love and the world began,

For man remembers the woman, and the 
woman remembers the man.
—Arthur Symons, in The Papyrus.

From the French of
This work was first published in Ant­

werp, Belgium, in 1877. The author 
states, in a letter to the translator, that 
it had to appear in that country for the 
excellent reason that in those days there 
was no publisher in France who dared to 
undertake such a work.

Since then there has been a wonderful 
change. The French government no 
longer cringes to the church. Montell, 
who- was imprisoned in his younger days 
for bls book, “The History of an Ignoran- 
tln Brother,” to-day occupies an honored 
position under that very government, be­
ing prefect of the Haute-Vienne at Li­
moges.

The Catechism created a sensation at 
who time of its appearance; the clergy 
were particularly infuriated at the bold 
opening declaration that "God is an ex­
pression,” and we can imagine their 
pious horror on meeting in another place 
the statement that Christ’s mother was

PRICE. PAPER, 35 CENTS.

SUBSCRIBE FOR THE TRUTH SEEKER ONE YEAR, OR RENEW YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION FOR THAT PERIOD AND SEND 25 CENTS EXTRA TO COVER 
COST OF MAILING, AND WE WILL SEND YOU THE BELOW DESCRIBED 
BOOK, ASTRAL WORSHIP, WORTH $1.

The Origin of Christianity Illustrated 
ASTRAL WORSHIP

By J. H. Hill, M.D.
CONTENTS :

Personifications of the Divisions of Time. 
Zodiacal Symbols of Solar Worship. . 
Signs of the Cross. 
Future Rewardsand Punishments. 
Jewish or Ancient Christianity. 
The Prophecies.
Roman or Modern Christianity. 
Freemasonry, and Druidism. 
The Sabbath.
Pious Frauds

Geocentric System of Nature.
Sacred Numbers, 7 and 1». •
Twelve Thousand Year Cycle
Ancient Triad.
God Sol.
Aacient Cosmogony.
Fall and Redemption of Man. 
Incarnations of God Sol. 
Fable of the Twelve Labors. 
Anniversaries of Solar Worship. .

This booz will be found to be a valuable contribution to the current discussion of religions 
pioblems.

Proceeding on lines parallel to those followed by Robert Taylor in his Astro-Tneolcglc? Lect­
ures, the author by the aid of

Numerous Illustrations and an Elaborate Planisphere
Traces most of the myths which lie at the base of Christianity to their origin in sun and star worship 
•r to the natural phenomena which played so important a part in those systems.

The astronomical facts given possess great value aside from their relation* to Christian myth­
ology.

The Illustrations are rare and curious, and the Planisphere (a representation of the celestial 
iphere upon a plane with adjustable circles) will interest the most careless.

Owing to the construction of its cover, to which the Planisphere is attached, the book is bound 
■ one style only—heavy boards.

62 Vesey street. New York. the TRUTH SEEKER CO.

A BOOK FOR THINKERS.

Eternity of the Earth. 
Electricity the Universal Force.

BY DANIEL K. TENNEY.

A CONSIDERATION OF THE QUESTION WHETHER THE UNIVERSE I81 
COOLING OFF, WHETHER THE EARTH IS ETERNAL, OR 

WHETHER OUR NATURAL LIGHT AND HEAT PROCEED
AS SUCH FROM A RED HOT SUN, CURRENT THE­

ORIES EXAMINED IN AN ATTEMPT TO DIS­
CLOSE THEIR FALLACIES AND TO AP- 

PROACH THE FACTS.

CHAPTER I.—Criticism of Current Cosmic Theories—Age of the Earth as Shown 
by Geology—The Nebular Hypothesis Explained—Theory as to Sun­
light and Heat.

CHAPTER II.—The Hypothesis of Ether Criticised—Sunlight and Heat Shown to 
be Visionary—Heat and Cold are Concurrent Forces of Nature.

CHAPTER III.—The Nebular Theory Discredited — Spectrum Analysis — Some 
New Astronomical Visions—What Geology Suggests — Evolution 
Does Not Build Suns and Planets—Internal Heat Caused by Grav- 
ital Pressure.

CHAPTER IV.—Celestial Bodies Operate as Dynamos—Sunlight and Heat Se­
cured by the Interchange of Electro Magnetic Currents—Was the 
Universe Ever a Chaos?

A HANDSOMELY PRINTED WORK OF 105 PAGES. CLOTH BOUND. 

PRICE 75 CENT8.t

The Clerical Profession.
ITS PRETENSIONS AND ITS INFLU­

ENCE EXAMINED.
1 BY ROBERT DALE OWEN. 

Price, 7 cents.
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

EDGAR MONTEIL
reputed to be a woman of easy virtue. At­
tempts were made to introduce the work 
into some lay schools, and it is needless 
to say that this caused intense excite­
ment among the Catholics.

The present translation covers the en­
tire text of the original, but not all of the 
footnotes. As originally published in The 
Truth Seeker it was thought impractica­
ble to give the footnotes in their en­
tirety, which is to be regretted, as they 
are uniformly interesting and back up 
the text. The author expressly states in 
the preface, using the editorial "we:” 
“Our own merit really lies in our work 
of editing. The knowledge that our cate­
chism contains is simply the fruit of hard 
work—it is a compilation. The form 
alone is ours, and we venture to say 
that it would have certainly cost us far 
less time and far less work to write out 
ten volumes than to put it into these two 
hundred pages of compact questions and 
answers.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

Common Sense Thoughts on the 
Bible for Common Sense People.

By WM. DENTON.
Seventh Edition. Enlarged and Revised 

88th Thousand
Price, 10 cents. The Truth Seeker Co,
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THE CHRIST MYTH. Not for Parsons.
A Study.

By Elizabeth E. Evan».
Thia little book la the result of Investi­

gations by Mrs. Evans as far back as 1875 
In a department of Christian doctrine 
having no connection with dogmas con­
cerning the Identity of Christ At that 
time she did not know that his historical 
existence had been questioned, though 
she had, after long and painful mental 
conflict, given up her early belief in the 
trinitarian creed.

Everyone interested in the truth or 
falsity of the claims of the Christian 
church will And this a most helpful work. 
It will not shock the most devout; it will 
satisfy the most radical. It Is charmingly 
written, all the author’s points are care­
fully and conscientiously considered, and 
once its perusal is begun the book will 
not be laid down till the conclusion is 
reached.

Price, 25 cents.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,

62 Vesey Street, New York.

Religion and the Bible
A Series of Sixteen Freethought Essays 

BY F. D. CUMMINGS.
SUBJECTS.

Introduction. I. The God and Man of 
the Bible. II. God and the Devil. III. 
Is the Bible Contradictory? IV. Jesus— 
Was He the Fulfillment of Hebrew Proph­
ecy and Expectancy? V. Jesus, the 
Teacher of Righteousness. VI. Did the 
Disciples Look for an Immediate Resur- 
restlon ? VII. What Does the Bible Teach 
Regarding the Second Coming of Christ?
VIII. The Christ Spirit Outside the Bible.
IX. What Is the Bible? X. How Man 
Advances. XI. Why Do Men Cling to 
the Bible? XII. Belief, Unbelief, Faith. 
Reason, and Prayer. XIII. Is There a 
God? XIV. Reward and Punishment. 
XV. Immortality. XVI. Conclusion.
A Book That Should Be In the Hands o* 

All Who Seek the Light.
PAPER, 50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

62 Vesey Street, New York.

Men, Women and 
Gods

and Other Lectures
BY HELEN H. GARDENER 

Introduction by Robert G. Ingersoll
The first lecture gives the title to the 

book, the second is on “Vicarious Atone­
ment,” and the third on “Historical Facts 
and Theological Fictions.” All are keen, 
vigorous attacks on the Christian church 
forms of theology. Her leading purpose 
is to show that women, of all persons, 
should least support the Bible and the ' 
churches which hold it in reverence. The 
first lecture is a scathing denunciation l 
of the Old Testament as the sum of all 
cruelty and brutality toward woman, and 
she makes up a startling strong case from 
the pages of the book itself. The second 
lecture arraigns vicarious atonement as 
an inexcusable injustice in itself, weak­
ening and corrupting in its influence, like 
indiscriminate alms-giving, and points out 
that it is not peculiar to Christianity, 
but is found in some form in every re­
ligious system known in history. But the 
lecturer’s strongest work is done in the 
third lecture, where her purpose is to 
show that our civilization is in no sense 
based upon Christianity, and that the 
Christian religion has especially not con­
tributed to the elevation of woman in any 
respect. In support of her view she 
quotes largely from Sir Henry Maine, 
showing among other things that the po­
sition of woman in Roman law and usage, 
before the introduction of Christianity, 
was in advance of what it is even now In 
some respects, and that the tendency of 
the canon (church) law was invariably 
to force her back into the degradation 
from which she had been rescued by a 
long and painful evolution. In this lec­
ture, too, she answers the question as 
to what she would substitute for the sanc­
tions of Christianity, and shows that 
morals are not at all based in or depend­
ent upon religion, certainly not on Chris­
tianity, since the so-called “golden‘tule/’ 
the highest principle of morality, ante­
dates Christianity a thousand years.

Cloth, $l. Paper, 50 cents
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 

62 Vesey. St., New York.

The Choice.—Suburban Host (to unex­
pected supper guest).—Now, then, Miss 
Hobson, will you have a little of this rah- | 
bit pie or—er—or (looking around and 
discovering there Is no other dish)—or 
not?—The Tati er.

Too Particular.—Matrimonial Agent: I 
can strongly recommend Mr. Softly. He’s 
financially solid, and he neither drinks, 
smokes, nor takes snuff.

Applicant: Do you think I Will marry a 
man that I can’t find fault with?—File- 
gende Blaetter.”

Button Pressure.
lhe young wife was reading. “Oh, 

George, did you see the description in 
this newspaper of the house where every­
thing is done by electricity? Oh, wouldn’t 
it be lovely to live In a home like that? 
All you have to do when you want to get 
anything is to touch a button.” The hus­
band replied, gloomily: “That wouldn’t 
interest you, Clara, for nothing would in­
duce you to touch a button—just look at 
this coat of mine!”

Very Affecting.—The congregation of a 
little village church had been untiring In 
their efforts to raise a certain sum of 
money much desired by the pastor, to be 
used in beautifying their place of worship. 
During evening service, shortly after a 
generous and unexpected amount had 
been placed in the pastor’s hands, he was 
quite overcome and praised their kind 
and generous impulses, explaining that, 
no matter how small the offering, God 
would reward them. “Take, for instance,” 
said he, “the case of little Mary—poor 
but generous—who wanted to contribute, 
and nothing affected me so much as 
when little Mary Kelly walked down the 
air.ie and laid an egg on the altar.”

A Masculine Victory.—A woman mem­
ber of the bar gives to our correspondent 
the following correspondence . with the 
reservation that no names shall be quo­
ted.

The first letter was from a man lawyer 
and was as follows:

Dear Miss Blank: We agree to the 
compromise as proposed in your favor of 
this date. Not because your client has > 
just right to such settlement, but from 
the fact that we do not care to open a 
contest with a woman lawyer.

To which this.reply was sent: .
Gentlemen: I note yours agreeing to a 

settlement, although I cannot congratu­
late you on your gallantry in begging the 
question. Like the original Adam, you 
seem inclined to hide behind a woman’s 
petticoat.

And the following letter closed the cor­
respondence:

Dear Miss Blank: If you will turn to 
the early pages of Genesis you will dis­
cover that Eve did not wear a petticoat.— 
Cleveland Plain Dealer.

Tribute From the Former Parishioners or 
Fellow Townsmen of the Rev.

Dr. C. F. Aked.
[A cartoon represents the Rev. Dr. 

Aked, as a street urchin in raiment of 
stars and stripes, violently assailing with 
chunks of black mud a statue, of Britan­
nia. In the background J. Dj Rockefel­
ler, in a skull cap, watches the perform­
ance from the front steps of a Fifth ave­
nue mansion.] 
The breath of freedom fills my lungs, 
Here let me speak with many tongues

All to Britannia’s shame!
She gave me birth, and home and fee, 
She nursed me long and lovingly 
That I this day should willing be

To spit upon her name!
At length I’ve reach’d the only land 
Where Truth and Freedom strongly stand 

Sister’d with Charity!
Here prospers every noble cause,
Here all respect the marriage laws. 
Here white man gives the black applause;

A lie’s a rarity!
Allegiance none to King or peer! 
At English Church I proudly jeer!

None can my equal be! 
And if the dollars many are 
That “combines” squeeze from near and 

far,
I get full share; nor sticks the tar

To my good company!
Ofttimes I look’d from Mersey’s shore 
Across the wide Atlantic’s roar

For haven fit for me!
Here shall I rest, content, sublime; 
A happier, holier, purer clime, 
Ideal spot for all my time—

Perchance eternity!
— Liverpool Courier.

Robert G. Ingersoll’s I 
Complete Works. I

Dresden Edition.

This is the only edition of Colonel Ingersoll’s Complete I
. Works in print. It is published with the authority and under I
the supervision of his family from his manuscripts, notes, I
and literary memoranda, I

Twelve octavo volumes, containing from five hundred to I
six hundred pages each, handsomely illustrated with Photo- I
gravures, Etchings, and Half Tones. Pictures of Colonel I
Ingersoll from young manhood to old age; pictures of his I
various homes, autographs, etc. I

Nearly half of the volumes are filled with new matter, I
and what is practically new matter. One entire volume is I
devoted to Interviews, and another to legal speeches. All I
of his famous speeches are, of course, given entire, and for I
the first time his first lecture—-on “Progress”—and another I
on Robert Burns, are to be had. In collecting the matter I
for these volumes the family was solicitous to get all, and I
spent many months in gathering it. All the matter origi- I
nally published in and by The Truth Seeker is included in I
these volumes. Lectures, Interviews, Discussions, Prose I
Poems, Legal Speeches, Tributes, Funeral Addresses, that I
magnificent poem “The Declaration of the Free,” and the I
little verses on Robert Burns, all, everything, is included.

Every FreetHinKex* Should Have these Books on His 
Shelves to Read in His Leisure Hours, as the 

Pious Read the Bible.

The color of the cloth binding is the favorite one of 
Ingersoll, olive green. The books have paper label backs. 
They are printed on finest laid rag paper, wide margins, 
gilt top, trimmed or uncut edges, and bound library style, 
They are mechanically worthy of the splendid genius of the 
author.

PRICE: CLOTH, DELIVERED, $30; THREE-QUARTER LEVANT, $60.
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62 VESEY STREET, NEW YORK.

4OO Years
of Freethought 

BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM
The. object of this work Is to presen t the Course of Freethought throughout 

the Civilized World for the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and 
Bruno to the time of Ingersoll.

It Is a radical Historic Record of the greatest Developments of the Human 
Race, revealing Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, 
and Political Movement, and showing what Freethought Is in itself, how mani­
fold are its influences and with what hope and promise we can hail its future tri­
umph. It contains the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Great­
est Men in one Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, a vivid picture of man’s sub- 
limest evolution, with the added glory of Woman’s Emancipation from the chains 
and slavery of a barbaric creed and church.

THE FIRST PART of the book deals with Freethought as a Universal Power, 
as a Spirit, a Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department 
of Human Growth.

THE SECOND PART deals with Freethought as an Organized Movement, es­
pecially in America and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with 
the first, and should be justly understood and the Pioneers of our work recog­
nized. Eight Hundred Pages of Printed Matter, and nearly

One Hundred and Fifty Fullpage Halftone Portraits 
of the Pioneers of Freedom and the Illustrious Reformers who have lived and 
labored to make thia world better.

More than One Hundred Biographies
and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most 
Interesting and valuable, for it is in individuals that we find the best interpreta­
tions of the age.

The Price ot This Superb Book is $5.00 
With The Truth Seeker One Year, $6.50

and not elsewhere for the same amount of money can be found such an array of 
facts, such a survey of history, and such a galaxy of Freethought

It is elegantly bound. It is a book for the home and the fireside. It is a 
book to give to your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it 
done and what is it doing in the world?

This Is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the pub­
lic, and no Freethinker can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself.

Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,
62 Vesey Street, New York.



528 The Truth Seeker. — August 17. 1907

News of the Week. obtained decrees of divorce, and a few 
days ago, at a double wedding celebrated 
in Arizona, each took as wife the woman 
the other had divorced. The two men 
and their wives had been friends and in­
timates for years. With no ill feeling on 
the part of any of them they agreed that 
it would .be best for the two men to 
trade wives, and the husbands went to 
South Dakota and got divorces, the wives 
permitting the divorces to he obtained 
without contest.

The Rev. Ludwig Szcygiel, a Polish 
priest of Chicago, came to Pittsburg, Pa., 
last week and put up at a hotel kept by 
Stephen and Andrew Starzynski. Here 
he was joined by Francesca Stroek, a 
comely looking, dark haired and dark 
skinned woman who, it is said, was his 
housekeeper in Chicago. The couple re­
tired shortly before midnight and the 
proprietors sat in the restaurant drink­
ing. The couple upstairs became noisy 
and Andrew went and cautioned them to 
be quiet The priest came down and 
upon invitation took a glass of beer, then 
without warning he shot both brothers 
fatally. The priest and woman are in 
jail.

The telegraphers’ strike reached New 
York on Monday, when some 400 mem­
bers of the local union walked out of 
the offices of the Western Union and 
Postal Telegraph companies. This raised 
the number already on strike, mostly in 
the West and South, to 2,000. The Chi­
cago telegraphers had decided to defer 
action until after a mediative conference, 
but the course taken by the New York, 
operators was approved by the national 
secretary of the union (Wesley Russell,: 
now in Chicago), and it was announced 
that a general strike would be called 
on Tuesday. It is said that the Western 
Union Telegraph Company - is rapidly • 
filling the places vacated by the strikers 
and that the Postal Telegraph is not suf-, 
f ering seriously. The. worst conditions 
prevail on thè railroads, where operators 
are necessary-to the safe dispatching of 
trains. There is general demoralization 
of the service throughout the country, 
except ?in New England. The ocean 
cables are still working.

The Standard Oil Company has sacri­
ficed the interests of the American. con­
sumer for the purpose of securing foreign 
business; according to Herbert Knox 
Sniith,-commissioner - of corporations.— 
a report, just submitted to President 
Roosevelt. Another charge made by 
Commissioner Smith is that the Stand­
ard has maintained high monopoly prices 
in non-competitive communities, thus 
making up losses in communities where- 
it had to meet or cut the prices quoted 
by independent concerns. Further, the 
Standard nas practically forced Amèrican 
railroads to pay exorbitant prices for lu­
bricating oils favoring some roads to 
the prejudice of others. The commission­
er charges the Standard Oil Company 
with deceit and falsehood in its dealings 
with the Government and with unfair, 
unjust and unlawful methods in develop­
ing and extending its business. “Bogus,” 
“bribing,” “falsity,” “illegal” and “extor-

Carnegie has given a half million dol­
lars to King Edward’s Hospital Fund in 
London.

Troops are maintaining order in Tell 
City, Ind., where there is a factory strike 
accompanied with violence and rioting.

There is a small epidemic of yellow 
fever among the soldiers at Cienfuegos, 
in Cuba, causing some anxiety in Havana.

Joseph Forney Johnston will take the 
place of Edmund Wilson Pettus, de­
ceased, as United States senator from 
Alabama.
- Mrs. Catherine Tingley, head of the 
Point Lomas Theosophlsts in California, 
sailed from this port last Saturday with 
the intent of establishing a Theosophical 
colony near London.

The Standard Oil Company has not yet 
paid the nearly thirty million dollar fine 
inflicted upon it by Judge Landis of Chi­
cago. Nor has the price of kerosene 
been raised.

The Russian terrorists have made way 
with General Karangosoff, who was for­
merly in control of Odessa, where he 
earned a reputation for cruelty. Three 
assassins shot him to death at Pjatigorsk, 
Caucasus, Aug. 5.

Chicago has 2,367,000 population, ac­
cording to the estimate of the compilers 
of the new city directory for 1907. The 
population as computed from the direct­
ory for 1906 was 2,300,500. The city has 
gained 66,500 inhabitants..

In a riot incident to the present stn e 
in Belfast, Ireland, a mob that had out­
fought the police was charged last Sun­
day by troops with bayonets fixed. There 
were few fatalities, as the mob could 
run as well as throw bricks.

Mrs. Adelaide Mentz, whose husband 
has a notion store at 1472 Fifth avenue, 
was arrested for selling goods on the 
Sabbath. Miss May Lange of 924 Colum­
bus avenue, an agent for the West Side 
Merchants’ Association, said she bought 
from Mrs. Mentz a handkerchief for five 
cents. So the work of stilling the crime 
wave goes on!

The Police Department was denounced 
by the Socialist delegates at last Sun­
day’s meeting of the. Central Federated 
Union for the arrest Saturday, night of 
fifteen speakers at a Socialist mass meet­
ing in 125th street near Seventh avenue, 
this city. Albert Abrahams of the Press­
men’s Union declared that the politicians 
had singled out the Socialists for arrest.

The district attorney of New York has 
secured a copy of the constitution of the 
Hunchakist Society (Armenian) which 
has been blackmailing citizens and com­
mitting murders, and of which the in­
dicted Rev. Martoogessian is a leading 
member. The articles provide for remov­
ing any person by death upon whom the 
society passes sentence.

Forty druggists in Topeka, Kansas, 
(Prohibition), have been examined by 
the sheriff and county attorney. Several 
of them confessed that their heavy busi­
ness is in the sale of liquors. One drug­
gist said that in the month of July 94 
per cent of his receipts came from his 
traffic in liquors, amounting to more 
than $1,400. His prescription business 
for the month amounted to $4.50.

A committee representing 15,000 Rus­
sians who have joined a movement to 
establish a colony in Mexico is now in 
that country negotiating for the purchase 
of 100,000 acres of land near Tampico, 
upon which the colony will be placed. It 
is said that about 2,000 of the colonists 
will go from California and the remain­
der will be brought direct from Russia. 
The money necessary to buy the land 
has already been paid in by the members 
of the colonization organization.

Joseph Armstrong, one of the most 
prominent officials of the Christian Sci­
ence Church in Boston and a co-defend- 
ant in the lawsuit for an accounting of 
the estate of Mrs. Mary Baker G. Eddy, 
has been for six weeks under treatment 
by a doctor of medicine for an attack of 
pleurisy. He has been forced to plead 
illness, which is not recognized by the 
doctrine of Christian Science as laid 
down by Mrs. Eddy, as a reason for not 
appearing to give his deposition. Mr. 
Armstrong is manager of the Christian 
Science Journal and publisher of all 
Christian Science literature.

Abraham N. Endler and Edward D. 
Winspeer, farmers of Sweetwater coun­
ty, Neb., have contrived in a lawful way 
to trade wives. They applied for and

Folks Next Door
By W. A. CROFFUT, PIi.I).

About Four Hundred Pages, Handsomely Printed and Bound

Price, $2.00
A rollicking, jovial book of travel is W. 

A. Croffut’s "Folks next Door.” The 
first of the book describes a ramble along 
the Atlantic coast in a yacht, going as 
far as Montreal; afterwards he goes to 
Cuba, Yucatan, and then zigzags in Mexi­
co. His description of Panama is very 
timely, as from it one can get a good idea 
of what the United States are up against 
in the canal now being dug. While wait­
ing for the chicken-pie dinner to be done 
on the old farm in Connecticut the doc­
tor discovered the secret of perennial 
youth, and has added an account of it to 
the book. He also reprints his recent 
poems, including “St. Peter’s Mistake,” 
and others published in The Truth Seek­
er and daily papers. Altogether, he has 
given us nearly four hundred pages of 
wit and wisdom and there is not a dull 
one in the lot. He went fishing for cod 
off Cape Cod, robbed lobster traps, saw

Address THE

TRUTH SEEKER, Publishers,
62 Vesey Street, New York.

tionate” are some of the terms used in 
the report.

On August 5 French and Spanish 
troops to the number of 100 were landed 
at Casablanca, Morocco, to protect the 
consulates from the tribesmen who had 
massacred Europeans in a holy war 
against Christians and Jews. The troops 
were fired upon by Moorish soldiers, and 
a bombardment of the town followed. 
Several hundred tribesmen were killed. 
The landing party lost six wounded. Af­
ter the bombardment they occupied Cas­
ablanca, and 3,000 more troops were put 
ashore. The town was afterwards at­
tacked by 20,000 tribesmen, who were re­
pulsed. Late advices say that “the situ­
ation in Morocco has reached a desperate 
point and the French government is pre­
paring to send additional troops to the 
City of Morocco. The dispatches of the 
correspondents of the. London,papera-dei. 
pict - horrors in- the city of Casablanca/ 
where the Arabs áre looting, burning, 
and killing. The French troops have had 
a desperate task to save thé foreign con­
sulates.” The Casablanca correspondent 
of the London Daily Mail writes: “In 
the back part of the town (of Casablan­
ca) the French shells wrought infinitely 
less death than the Arab bullets. Corpses 
were lying contorted on the streets. 
Many are stabbed and gashed with 
knives. Heads were battered with axes, 
and enormous bullet holes blackened 
with powder showed where men died at 
short range by Arab weapons. Many so 
killed were Arabs. The plunderers had 
fought among themselves for one an­
other’s plunder and killed one another in 
a contest to escape alone- the narrow 
lanes when the French reinforcements 
landed. Many women and children were 
among the dead littering the streets.”
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I whales, which were very like clouds, oft 
the coast of Maine, hunted swordfish, 
loafed among the Bluenoses, went down 
to the "vexed Bermoothes,” saw pink 
pigs in the blue sea around Cuba, made 
himself familiar with the people and their

I religion, found out how the Mexicans 
live, and why, found out about their hab­
its, and tried to find their morals, rakes 
up Spanish misdeeds for God’s sake; de­
scribes the peons, and a trip over the 
Andes; wandered up among the Toltec 
ruins, investigated the land system, of 
Mexico, and discovered that Eden was 
once at the North Pole. There is, be­
sides, a great deal of information con­
cerning Mexico. The whole book is the 
witty, wise and cynical journal of one 
who is not deceived by outward show, 
but accepts it all as a part of the enter­
tainment, with iniinite good nature and d 

] desire to see more.
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TRACTS REPRINTED.
The following tracts have been for a 

time out of print, but new editions have 
been struck off, and they may now be < 
had at the prices indicated:

WHAT IS RELIGION? By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. His last public lecture, con­
taining the poem, the “Declaration of the 
Free.” 5 cents.

WAS JESUS CHRIST A MYTH? By 
Dr. W. A. Croffut. 5 cents.

WHICH IS THE WORD OF GOD? De­
scriptions of the principal Versions of, 
the Bible, with their Variations. By 
John E. Remsburg. 3 cents.

THE LAST LINK IN EVOLUTION. A 
short treatise on the Immediate Ances­
tors of Man. By Prof. Ernst Haeckel. 4

ROME AND THE COMMON 
SCHOOLS. Showing the Catholic En­
mity to our Educational System. _By L. 
K. Washburn. 5 cents. -

The Earth’s
Beginnings

By Six* Robert «Stawell Ball
This book is an explanation of the 

Nebular Theory, and is comprehensive 
and thorough. In the words of the au­
thor “It is a popular exposition of that 
splendid branch of astronomy which 
treats of the evolution of the earth, the 
planets, and the sun from the fire-mist.”

It contains nearly four hundred pages, 
with four colored plates, and sixty-three 
other illustrations.
Price $1.80 net Postage 14 cent
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Secret of the East
By Prof. Felix L. Oswald.

Against Christianity Dr. Oswald finds 
Seven objections to lie with a force un­
shaken by all the efforts of all the theolo­
gians who have “expounded” its mys­
teries or “reconciled” with science its 
plain and irreconciliable inconsistencies 
and contradictions. No one, he says, 
can overlook the facts,that: 1. The rise 
of the Christian faith corresponds with 
the sunset of the great south-European 
civilization; 2. That the zenith of its 
power coincides with the midnight of 
medieval barbarism; 3. That the decline 
of its influence coincides with the sunrise 
of a north-European civilization; 4. That 
all the principal victories of Freedom and 
Science have been achieved in spite of 
the church, and in the face of her open 
hostility; 5. That the exponents of the 
Christian dogmas persist in their hostil­
ity to the progress of all reform; 6. That 
the worst enemies of political and iritel- 
th'e .dogmas of the New Testament; 7. 
That among the contemporary nations of 
the .Christian world the most skeptical 
are the most civilized, while the most 
orthodox are the most backward in free­
dom, industry, and general intelligence.

Cloth $1.
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lectual liberty were flrm believers in


