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OVR PVBLICSCHOOLS.

What They Are Not Doing for the Right Education
of Pupils Who Attend Them.

The public schools, combined, are a mill for
manufacturing non-thinking citizens for this Re-
public.

The proof of this is found in the physical, men-
tal, and moral condition of the youth of the
land. When children are small their individual-
ities are strong. Every sense is on the alert.
If our schools were institutions which develop-
ed individuality, when pupils were graduated
from- them, that quality would be intensified.
That is not the case now. Most boys and girls,
after they have finished a course, have no per-
sonality. They are not.observant, not quick to
see and feel. The most of them not only show a
great lack of sense development, but they have
very little knowledge of the branches they have
studied.

One reason of this is because schools, gener-
ally try to do too much work. Pupils are crowd-

ed. The work is not only too heavy, but it is
also of the wrong kind. It is a dry routine that
only calls for a retentive memory in order to
excel. The time spent on some studies is out
of all proportion to the benefit derived from them?
Arithmetic is one of these. It used to be thought
that the study of arithmetic developed the rea-
soning powers, but educators today are begin-
ning to see that it doesn’'t develop broad inde-
pendent reasoning. All arithmetic does is to
teach accuracy and that could be learned in easier
and more profitable ways. Most arithmetic is
also a failure from a practical point of view.

There are some rules that all children should

thoroughly understand, but the majority of pu-
pils cannot do all the examples that come under
those rules. They cannot do them in an easy
practical way as business men do them. The

most of the arithmetics used are a conglomera-

tion of puzzling work. It ought to be the rule

that below the high school the pupils should be

drilled only in the rules and principles that all

persons are obliged .to use.

Grammar is another study that should be put
in its proper place. It should never be studied
except as a means to an end. The way grammar
Is ordinarily taught, it is about as damaging as
the study of arithmetic. Pupils are stuffed and
stuffed with grammatical rules and definitions
from the time they are eight years old until
they are twenty. Life is too short to spend
time that way on the husks of education. |
thing as Elbert Hubbard does, that the English
speaking people will never be a race of scholars
or writers, until they leave grammar out of their
curriculum. It would be much better if the
time generally devoted to grammar could be giv-
en to music and drawing and history and geo-
graphy, or the sciences, such as biology, botany,
zoology, geology, and ornithology, and grammar
brought in only as a supplementary study to ex-
plain the structure of the language. These stud-
les that | have mentioned are all of absorbing
interest, and all children would like them if
properly taught. They would develop genuine
thought and artistic feeling. They would sharp-
en the perceptions, and train the powers of ob-
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servation and develop the reason, and children
would get so interested in them that they would
read along those lines of their own accord after
they left school.

Enough cannot be said in praise of literature.
That branch is woefully neglected. The larger
number of students do not study literature at
all. They do not go down into literature and
delve into the classics and let the masterpieces
of the world enter into their mental life, their
very being, and cultivate and refine their tastes
in reading. They walk around about literature
a little and study a little about authors’ lives
and read a few criticisms on their works. Pupils
generally get only a very superficial knowledge
of the subject. | know a young man eighteen
years of age who has been attending school in
a town of 25,000 inhabitants for three years.
The first year he' was in the eighth grade. For
the last two years he has been attending an
academy which is the preparatory school of a
small college. In the public schools and in the
academy he studied literature. In both institu-
tions the subject was taught the same way.
They spent their time learning about “similes,”
etc. In vacations the young man picks out the
lightest kind of reading. The most of it is trash.
It is not only those in the grammar grades who
do this, but the pupils who attend high schools,
and the graduates of the high schools every-
where show the same lack of discernment in
their reading.

Our colleges and universities are not much
better than our public schools. There is very
little in their course of study that is of any bene-
fit. If the time spent in so-called “higher insti-
tutions” over dead languages could be used
teaching people how to live, it would be a good
thing, for hygiene is a subject to which almost
no attention is paid. Pupils are generally taught
how many bones they have and the names of
them, and where their stomach, liver, and heart
are. It does people no good to know where their
heart and stomach are if they don’t know how to
keep their hearts and stomachs healthy. Boys
and girls should be taught that all ill-health is
the’ result of broken laws; and that all disease is
the result of filth which lodges in the system.
They should be made to understand that mi-
crobes and disease germs never cause disease
themselves;, that they never take possession of
a body until it has become so clogged with im-
purities that it needs scavengers, All schools
ought to have a course in domestic science, that
would teach young people what kind of food
the human system needs to keep it in good con-
dition—how much it needs, and how to prepare
that food.. And they should teach how important
IS outdoor exercise; how much oxygen an in-
dividual needs in a day, and how to thoroughly
ventilate dwellings.

Some people say, “Oh, it is not necessary to

have that in schools. They learn that anyway.”

But they don’'t. We see proof of this on every

hand. Mothers who are high school, college,

and university graduates raise their children on

white bread, pie, cake, pickles, and rich meat;

never open the windows in their sleeping-rooms,

except for a crack at night, and allow their chil-

dren to learn all about sex questions on the street.

The sex question is one that needs to be thor-

oughly understood. All thinkers today realize

that there is no question on which there is such

great need of education, but people say, “No, it

mustn’t be brought into the schools.” Why not?

There is no reason in the world why it shouldn’t

be. People'say the subject is “obscene.” They

think so because our system of education has

been artificial. The subject is no more obscene

when considered from a human point of view

than it is when the lower animals are being dis-
cussed. The truth is, sex IS no more “obscene”
than music or anything else. If sexology were
taught fearlessly in our schools, and the truth,
the whole truth, taught about that subject, a
great many of the questions would be solved that
are bothering the reformers today. Our neigh-
bors of South America, the Chilians, are ahead
of us in this respect. Sex truths are taught in
their schools the same as any other subject.

There are some mothers who are not so igno-
rant on this subject. But those who are enlight-
ened, and understand health, have that knowledge
not because of the schools, but in spite of them.
I know a high school graduate who never opens
the windows in her sleeping-room in the winter
time. She says enough air comes in around the
casing. | know a college graduate who taught
for several years in a city before her marriage.
There was a ventilator in her room in the school
building. She shut that ventilator up tight and
didn’t open it all winter. Meanwhile the more
than forty children in her room were obliged to
breath impure air. That was all that college
graduate knew about health.  The world is full
of disease. It could all be avoided if people
lived right. Right living is the most important
science and study in the world and it is the
least understood of apv. The fact that people
generally do not realize this is proof of how little
attention is given to the subject in schools. A
little observation ought to convince people that
our schools need a hygienic department as much,
if not more;, than anything else at the present
time.

Political economy is another study that needs
reviewing. If that subject were taught and
studied as it should be, before very long there
would be a decided change in things. If pupils
went to the bottom of that subject they would
soon see that “supply and demand” usually have
very little to do with controlling prices of com-
modities. They would find out that it is such
men as Rockefeller in this country that put the
selling tags on commodities. They would real-
ize that over-population leads to over-competi-
tion; that over-competition is cruel and that it
produces a criminal class. Right teaching in this
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direction would be the first step towards a bet-

ter government, for it would lead people to think

on_the subject. _

The curriculum is not to blame for all the
poor work done. Most teachers do not do as
well as they might with the materials they have.
There are some good, conscientious teachers;
but two-thirds of them are not fit to teach in
the real sense of the word. They have no general
culture, no breadth of mind. They only have
a knowledge of their text-books. Often they do
not even have that. They are satisfied if they
get a second-class certificate. They would nev-
er study at all from one year’s end to another
if they were not afraid they would not “pass”
at the next examination. A person needs to
know but little to get a low-grade certificate.
I know a teacher who has taught a year, who
asked a friend what *“equinox” and *solstice”
were. She had been asked about those in her last
examination and she said she had never heard
of them.

Teachers’ examinations are much harder now
than the¥ used to be, and | have noticed that
nearly all who are complaining about the stiff-
ness of the examinations are those who never
knew enough to get a certificate—who hold a
low-grade certificate now and are too lazy to
improve themselves bK study. No person can
teach a branch unless he knows it from A to Z;
and if teachers are not progressive and willing
to improve themselves they ought not to be al-
lowed to enter the schools. Men and women who
have taught two years and cannot get a first-
class certificate ought to be put out of the teach-“|
ers’ ranks and made to stay out.

Schools cannot be good when ignorant per-
sons are at the head of them. When men teach-
ers, besides being ignorant of the branches they
teach, use tobacco and liquor, and when wom-
en teachers feed their minds continually on the
Duchess’s and E. P. Roe’s works, lace themselves,
wear French heels, do not think tobacco is any
harm, because they “like the smell of a
cigar,” we cannot expect much of the schools.
Great care ought to be exercised in choosing in-
structors. Onerhalf of the boys and girls do
not go to school after they leave the eighth grade

+ and high schools, and thse schools ought to be
such that young people leaving them will have
something to show for their years of work.

Several changes ought to be made in all

schools. Manual training has been introduced
into some, and it ought to be in all, so as to
give the individualitﬁl of each pL(JjJil a chance.
Teachers’ wages ought to be raised. If teachers
were better paid, men and women of better abil-
ity would take up the work. There certainly
ought to be a difference in the salaries paid in-
structors holding high and low grade certificates.
Examining boards should be more strict in the
grantm% of high-grade certificates. College grad-
uates should not receive first-class certificates
unless they take an examination and make the
grades. Many graduated from college slip over
the studies. They learn just enough about them
to gt?t a passing .grade of 70 and they do not
go back to those studies during their school
career. It is, maybe, right to give college grad-
uates second-class certificates without an examin-
ation; but it is certainly not for the good of the
school to. give them certificates of higher grade
unless they earn them.

At the present time the majority of teachers
do no original thinking or reasoning, and their
pupils, when graduated, are simply the result of
extreme conventionality. Parrots are what our
educational system produces.

Our schools today are exactly what the church
and the “old fogies” want them to be. They give

oun? people the shell of education without the
ernel. Youths “educated” in them furnish good
material for the army, the civil service, and the

different religious denominations.

The mass of Americans today are money-get-
ters and nothing else. NineAenths of them are
grafters, if they get the chance. If they can't

e grafters they are willing to be slaves. Why
are these things true? Because the best side,
the finest'side of the people of the United States,
is not developed. Why does the United States
P_roduce few great musicians? and little in other

ines of art? Simply because the boys and girls
of this country do not hear the world-famous
compositions during their youth, and have no
acquaintance with the arts generally. And it
is all because our educational system is wrong.
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Schools, of course, can do only so much., The
best of them can only give students a bird s-eye
view of the field of life and knowledge. But
they certainly ought to be such that they will
start the youth of the land right. Boys and
girls leaving them at the age of sixteen or twenty
ought to know how to take care of their bodies.
They ought to have a good command of English.
They ought not to be conceited. They should
realize exactly where they stand in relation to
the world of learning. Their individuality should
be strong. They should love good reading and
have an appreciation of nature. They should
have heard much of the best music and be famil-
iar with art in the broad. And they should have
an interest in some particular branch of study;
and above all, they should realize that it s
necessary when considering a subject to put all
prejudice aside and consider it impartially.

The world is advancing slowly, but our school
system is adding very little to that advancement.
But | would not dp away with our public schools.
| believe in strengthening them. | would intro-
duce live subjects and | would employ teachers
able to conduct them in a live manner. If our
schools today were what they ought to be, if
they were institutions where young people were
taught to really reason, where they were taught
to consider all questions of economics, life, health,
and religion from a reasonable and sympathetic
point of view, in fifty years extreme convention-
ality, which is only another word for orthodoxy,
in all lines in this country would die a natural
death. The result would be, health, business,
peace, individual and national.

IF ONE IS ALLEGORY, SO ARE ALL.

Denying the Creation Denies the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghost.

It would have been interesting, if, while giv-
ing us his interpretation of the Adam and Eve
story, Mr. Taylor (June 29) had also, “as a
Christian,” given us his definition of what con-
stitutes a Christian.

Christianity used to imply a belief in the in-
fallibility of the scriptures, and truly_their in-
fallibility as allegory cannot be questioned, for
the inventive mind can always find an analogy
with which to rescue a sacred absurdity, but if
you do not stick to the literal meaning of the
Bible, when speaking of its impossible state-
ments, how do we know whether to. accept its
more reasonable statements as the truth or also
as aIIegQrY? _ )

Assyriology and ancient history tell us of some
myths that are identical with those now taught
in our Sunday schools. On the walls of the
temples of the old Chaldeans have been founc
pictures portraying the “fall,” the first couple,
the tree, and the serpent; their sacred writings
contained accounts of the flood and Babel’'s tow-
er; of ten kings who reigned an impossible num-
ber of years, coinciding with the patriarchs of
fabulous age. ]

They had their priests who collected these
traditions, these attempts of credulous ignorant
minds to solve the puzzle of life, and when the
tide of civilization swept westward to Egypt,
these myths went with it and were incorporated,
changed, and fostered by the priests who had
charge of the sacred things, and is it not reason-
able to suppose that the Jewish writer, long
after, took these traditions that had been made
venerable by age and foisted them upon his
people as the true word of the one and only
God, without dreaming of “allegory,” but schem-
ing to deceive, and ambitious of authority, as the
priesthood have ever been? )

But if we call one miracle an absurdity and
an allegory, we must, to be consistent, apply it
to all impossible/things in the Bible, for the same
God who created Adam and Eve, drowned his
children with a flood, saved Noah, appeared to
Mioses, gave him the tablets of the law for the
children of Israel, led them into slavery, smote
the Egyptians with plague, pest, and death' of
their first born, delivered the Jews from bondage,
told them how to worship, and how to cut their
clothes, and performed many impossible, allegori-
cal things, and by and by this same “personal
God,” “this absurdity,” according to Mr. Taylor,
came down to earth in an impossible manner,
did many things that the scriptures, which he
had given to man, might be fulfilled, performed

many miracles, spat on the sand, told the world
to believe or be damned, was crucified by his
enemies and now waits somewhere in the skies
for those who endure and are faithful, and has
prepared another place for those who like Mr.
Taylor and myself deny him when they deny the
father, that is, the Jewish God, “the personal ab-
surdity” who sent him. _

When- you deny the personality of God, you
must deny his visit to the earth, the birth, death,
resurrection, and personality, of Christ, his son;
gou must deny the plan of salvation as laid down

y Christ; for if the god of Abraham had no per-
sonality, he could have no son. If Jehovah is
an allegory, so is Christ his son; and the Christian
who explains the rib story as “allegory" will find
the Bible and his creed barren of real promise
if he sticks to his logic all the way through.
Atheists are well aware that any prophecy can
be fulfilled if a Christian is allowed to manipu-
late it, and that the literal meaning of the Bible
was upheld until it became untenable and that
parable is more and more coming into use to
embalm the body of a superstition which is fast
going to decay. BENNETT LARSON.

Dancing-flad Dominies.

A lady, whose sister and friends had been “sat upon”
ty their parson for enjoying a social dance, asked the
writer for somethln% she could send to the dear Bap-
tist divine by way of protest. Hence these lines.

A D—D [espot] Dominie down upon dancing!
What next will they do to get into the papers?
Perhaps they will hop up the pulpit steps prancing,
And preach- as they waltz to draw crowds by their
capers.

Already we often catch Dominies tripping
[In logic], although with fine graces they're crammed;
O’er their watery texts they go gliding and skipping
As they give us the choice to be dipped or be dammed.

For example, so far from denouncing the dance,
The prophets and saints thought it wholesome and

ood,
As tﬂe sane-minded reader will see at a glance
If the Bible be searched and aright understood.

Good David, in one of his Psalms, hits the mark, .
“Praise God in the dance!” (1) and he set the ex-

ample;
He horrﬁ) iped “with all of his might” (2) 'fore the Ark;----—»
His attire somewhat scant, but no ~doyot it was

ample.

The. Prophetess Miriam (32 danced, to her profit;
If her pastor was present he gave her no blame,
She waltzed like an angel and thought nothing of it,
And despite Dismal Dominies we’ll do the same.

The Prince of all Preachers,- great Solomon, King,
Very wisest of men, said all things have their time,
“There’s0| afi[_lme you should dance," (4) give your heels a

ood fling,
No%v, the L?nwisest preachers declare this a crime!

"Twas, sure, one of these mighty Joshua saw
Whelr]l hessmlled on the dancers and scowled at “the
calf” .
A creature( ?ikg—.\ that which gave Balaam its jaw,
Whose Pharisee brayings make healthy saints laugh,

St. Paul had some Puritan cranks in his eye
When he -hinted how “foolish” (6) is some weak-
lings’ preaching.
Who, conscious their sermons are dreadfully dry,
Stir up scandal instead of the Golden Rule teaching.

Some dance with vexation when pew-rents fall lower,
Some would dance on their heads to win popularity;
They have all got some virtues, let them dance for

one more—

The rarest of all—much missed Christian charity.
ZENO.
(1) Psalmcl, 4. (2) 1 Samuel vi, 14. (3) Ex-
odus XV, 20. (4% Ecclesiastes iii, 4. (5) xodus
xxxii, 19.  (6) Corinthians i, 21.

Why is not the Christian able to understand
that if a man cannot ascend from the earth bodily
today he never could; that no one ever talked
with God; that the dead were never restored to
life; that no one ever had the power of telling
what would take place one hour in the future;
that the impossible was as much impossible two
thousand years ago.as it is today? All the super-
natural stories recorded in the Bible were accept-
ed because the people were ignorant enough to be-
lieve them. Suppose the story should be told
today that a man had been restored to life after
being dead so long that putrefaction had set in,
would anybody believe it? Such things are just
as possible today as they ever were. The truth
is, they were believed, not because they occurred,
but because the people were very ignorant; and
these were designing impostors who took advan-
tage of and profited by popular ignorance. |

John Peck.



MAX STIINEI AND BIS BOOK.

An Analysts of “ The Ego and His Own/’ ““The
Anarchists,” and the ’Isms.

BY THADDEUS BURR WAKEMAN.

I1.—Paine versus Stirner.
(Concluded.)

The people who are the backbone of the Repub-
lic, who have saved it, hitherto, and must again,
are those devoted to agriculture, manufactures,
commerce, and the learned professions, including
the Reformers. Upon all of these, too, this re-
vival of this egoistic Anarchism falls with blight-
ing effects. If there is anything great in evolu-
tional ~and historical sociology, It is the growth,
welfare, and dprogress of mankind—of civilized
peoples. And that for the future everywhere
depends, in the long run, upon their devotion to
the Republic, substantially as Thomas Paine
sketched it, and helped to institute it in America.
That rests upon the devotion and cooperation of
the | and the Thou (society and Mans) with the
It (nature, the All, the World). Out of this de-
votion and cooperation for the good of each and
all, the egoism of Anarchism, with its said pro-
gram of passive resistance, assassination, and ni-
hilism, takes the very heart. Instead of Paine’s
Republic with their threefold (tricolor) of juris-
dictions sustaining each for all, what does, what
will, what can this Anarchism leave us, but a
mass Of selfish, discordant, illusory “egos,” each
“supreme””; and looking upon the rest of man-
kind and the world as “subjects” of itself, and to
be kept so, as far as possible? Instead of frankly
recognizing and appreciating the objective—the
Infinite correlating All, and applying it to our
use by following its laws, we are told that the
only reality is the “spiritual world”-essence, not
knowable to the- senses or “sensual” at all. In-
stead of a cooperative society of men and women
“rich in help and good,”™ and equal in political
rights and obligations, and “noble” as they are
so, we are to be merely a “collectivity” of “egos,”
goin? for No. | every time, whether billionaire,
proletaire” or beggar!'—without regard to the
other factors of existence, the Thou and the It,
except as subjects of 1!  This makes equal,
hearty cooperation, to say nothing of devotion
and sacrifice, impossible! ,

The very general extension of’this unsocial and
uncooperative egoistic sentiment among our peo-
ple is the principal present danger to our. wel-
fare, our Republic, and to free institutions the
world over. It begins by proclaiming with fright-
ful stress and emphasis the present wrongs and
miseries of the-people, caused by robbery, force,
and' compulsion of “government” and “the state,”
which are to it only other names for tyrant and
thief. The first and most serious result is that
large classes of the people who are philanthropic,
free-minded, and, therefore, critical reformers in
sentiment, are by that very position led to admit
that there is “more 6r less” truth in this Anarch-
ism “as things go’’; therefore, they, will not be
responsible for the government by voting for it,
or having anything to do with it, 1ts functions, or
the political parties by which it is now run. By
this abstention from political action, the better
part of the people (including all the “isms”) en-
able the worst part to have control of the govern-
ment to effect the very wrongs and abuses de-
claimed against. Thus many “religionists,” all
Anarchists, Socialists, Prohibitionists, Populists,
and others by not voting, or by voting for can-
didates oh other than issues practically before the
people, practically elect to have a few egoistic
plutocrat's to own two political parties to effect
their own purposes, and to use the people gener-
ally as their dependent subjects and instruments
in so doing, The independent voters, the real
democratic Republicans, the real body and soul
of the Republic, are becoming less and less.
“Rome fell because there were no more real Ro-
mans.” “The Free and Independent States” and
“Republic of America” will decline and fall just
as the “free and independent citizens of Amer-
ica” become the dependent creatures of a plutoc-
racy denounced, and Ket practically sustained
and kept in power, by the reformers and citizens
who secede and upon Anarchistic “isms” fly out
of the Republic, the only real, true and endurin%
home of us alll Certainly a few more years o
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this kind of work will bring us to the end of lib-
erty in America, and make a matter of history of
its “individual sovereigns™! Anarchy will have
defeated itself. The supreme "I” commits sui-
cide that does not rest and balance itself evenly,
lovingly and cooperatively upon the equally su-
preme—the “Thou” and the “It,” out of which
the | ever grows as the conscious flower!—only
in return to sow the seeds of a better life in
both!

For there is a profound truth and need in all
the “isms,” except anachronism, which is “the un-
pardonable sin,” for time can never forgive—
never deny its present and yet live, or let live!
It is the discovery of the law of evolution that
has transformed our existence into the delight of
a triumph—ever concluding, and yet ever re-
opening the more than “Divine Comedy” of hu-
man history upon scenes even higher, and more
distinct as prophesies of the “Earthly Paradise”
of progress.

ven theology and metaphysics, and the An-
archism, which 1s their flower gone to seed, are,
with all of their vagaries and horrors, tolerable
when considered as of the past, to which only
under the process of evolution they now belong.
In that view their historical value may become
ver?/ great; for they are the cries of undeveloped
children wishing to be better off and happier now
and in a future which they begin to forefeel.
But to express and realize these feelings they
have only childish illusions about the wonderful
world or “God” around them; about his Christ-
son, or “Son of Man"—the Humanity—the “sa-
vior” who shall redeem and save them, and “atone
for all human failings™; about the “holy” breath,
spirit and “ghost” coming from this God and
son, as the “creator” of and “comforter’ in the
world, and of each and all of the human race;
about the endless All ever creating, begetting, and
correlating the world and man of the present into
their future. That future is “heaven or hell,”
for it is the correlating sum of the good or bad
of the past, ever transforming the inhuman or bad
into the good and fair, and that again into the
better, largely through its human consciousness
and its improving purposes:

For Nature is made better by no mean
But Nature makes that mean . . . .
The art itself is Nature.

(See Winter's Tale, Act 4, s. 4, L 89.)

Thus all of the “Bibles” of the past are simply
the “Marchen” (fairy tales and traditions) of
the childhood of man, but prophetic of our scien-
tific and human, and ever better future; and as
such they are invaluable, for without a feeling
knowledge of its past the future can never be
realized nor enjoyed. Thus and then the good in
the dreams of the religions and anarchies of the
past will be realized in a human future made the
real and true, that is, the natural! For the cor-
relating processes and laws of nature are simply
growth, progress, and liberty, because along lines
of no resistance—ever indicated and sustained by
the Infinite All! In that perfect “anarchy” of
the natural, the true, and the good, science en-
ables us to hope and believe that the human may
share and even now forefeel. But without the
synthetic, cooperative Republic, nothing of this
forecasting can be more than a dream. The true
home of all classes, all reforms and “isms,” is the
Republic, and it is so because they are necessary
to It, to enable it to secure the best for all. The
voice of the noble Roman is, therefore, now the
voice of science. “Go, get you home, you frag-
ments !”

The poet Mackay, following Wordsworth’s
thoughtful ode, “Westminster Bridge,” finds the
sublimity and pathos of the human in gazing
over London, or a great city at rest; in ' the early
morning—when and where?

The very houses seem asleep .
And all ‘that mighty heart is lying still!

So “The Anarchists” opens and closes with its
first and last chapters in “The Heart of the
World's Metropolis,” in this wise:

“You have greatly changed,” said Trupp [the
Socialist] seriously.

“No, Otto, | have only found myself”—“For
the free man can only belong to himself,” was the
reply of Auban, the Anarchist.

And the book closes, with' the morning sun
lightening up the mighty city, thus:

“Like the wanderer was Auban.

“And like the early morning walker he also
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c-pened his arms, saluted the future with the cry
of joy, and called it by the immortal name: An-
archy...,.,

“Then he took up his work.

“Upon his thin, hardy features lay a calm,
magnanimous smile.

“It was the smile of invincibility.”

Such is the discoveg/ and cry of Auban, the
resurrected Stirner! But is not the fact and
science of it all simply this?>—Yes, the free man
does indeed “belong to himself,” but not “only”’;
for he cannot, for one instant, belong to himself
without belonging.at the same time to the world
and its mankind that every instant correlates,
and thus “creates” him. The conscious ego is
not a ghost or entity at all, but the simple, nat-
ural process whereby it feels, remembers, fore-
sees, thinks and adjusts, so that its threefold
belongings may be cooperative within and with-
out, and so that life, in order to continue, ma
be useful, happier and more progressive to self,
to each, and to all. Human consciousness and
life are the constant objective and subjective
play and uniting balance of this trinity of.belong-
ings. Not to recognize, use, and enjoy them In
feeling, thought and deed means isolation, mis-
ery, death—the Anarchy of dissolution. In its
place must come the personal, social, natural
freedom (true Anarchy) possible only when it
says: “Liberty and Union, now and forever, one
and inseparable,” in our “home” now, and in
time to found "the Republic of Man,” boundless,
as the world.

Death of W. R. Cassels.

A book which had a tremendous influence on
the course of religious thought in England dur-
ing the last quarter of the nineteenth century is
“Supernatural Religion: An Inquiry into the
Reality of Divine Revelation.” Published anony-
mously in 1874, its author was for many years
unknown. When J. M. Wheeler brought out a
Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers about
1890. the name of Walter Richard Cassels appear-
ed in the appendix as the writer of “Supernatural
Religion.” 1n 1892 a revised edition of the work
appeared and was advertised as anonymous, but
the authorship of Mr. Cassels was no longer a
secret. Nothing was known of him personally,
however, and notices of his recent death (June
10) add little to the paragraph in “vvnos Who,”
which reads as follows:

“CASSELS, Walter Richard: b. 4 Sept. 1826;
y. s. of Robert Cassels and* Jean Scougall, Educ.:
chiefly private tuition and abroad. After some
years in Italy, went to Bombay, 1856. and joined
mercantile firm of Peel, Cassels & Co.; made J.
P.; Fellow and member of Syndicate of Bombay
University; was appointed member of the Legis-
lative Council of Bombay, 1863; left India and
retired from business, 1865, devoting himself to
literature. Publications: Eidolon, and other
Poems, 1850*: Poems, 1856; Cotton in the Bom-
bay Presidency, written at the request of the
Bombay Government, 1862; Supernatural Relig-
ion, an Inquiry into the Realty of Divine Revela-
tion, 2 vols. 1874. vol. iii. 1S76; complete edition,
1879; Reply to Dr. Lightfoot's Essays on Super-
natural Religion, 1889; The Gospel according to
Peter, a Study, 1894; many article in magazines.
Recreations: music, art, photography, cycling;
formerly shooting and deerstalking. Address:
43, Harrington Gardens, S. W. Clubs: Athen-
eum, Reform.”

The Literary Guide (London) says: “Mr.
Cassels was endowed by nature with a splendid
physique as well as a powerful mentality. He
was tall and commanding in appearance, and bore
the impress of a welldeveloped and carefully reg-
ulated life. He was a lover of athletics, and
when more than a septuagenarian he enjoyed a
ten-mile walk or a cycle ride, seldom feeling fa-
tigued at the end of his journey. He was almost
without a physical ailment, and when we last
saw him there appeared every ptospect that he
had at least a decade in front of him. At it was,
he attained his eighty-first year.”

Immortality.

Freed from mF/ faults, from all m%/ weakness free,
| would myself reflected in my children see.
Improved, evolved, from good to better brought,
Of all that’s noble, good In act and thought.
I would be glad, to have my children’s children be—
"Twere immortality enough for me.

Omaha, Neb. E. L. EMERY.
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Religious Disorders in Italy.

The returns of the late municipal elections in
Rome, which are a triumph for the popular party
as against the Conservatives and Clericals, are
sent to the New York Sun by the Rome corres-
pondent of that newspaper. As a rule, the cor-
respondent says, the municipal administration
has been representative of several parties. Here-
tofore the Conservative and Catholic elements
prevailed, while the Socialists were excluded.
The anti-clericals at every election try to reach
the Capitol and have always attributed their non-
success to the Vatican intrigues and the concilia-
tory church policy of the government, which,
said the anti-clericals, preferred to have Cath-
olics in the municipality provided they kept away
from Parliament The anti-clericals at this elec-
tion found a fresh argument. They argued that
both the Conservatives and Catholics represent-
ed the landed interests of Rome, and hence as
long as they remained in charge of the Capitol
house, rents in Rome would remain high. If
the Liberals were elected their first efforts would
be directed to reducing rents. Such a statement
impressed the needy portion of the electors, but
still the success of the Liberals seemed very
doubtful. In this contingency, the correspond-
ent avers, the Liberals “recruited all the loafers
of the city, posted them at the polling stations,
and whenever a priest or well known Catholic
elector went to vote they mobbed and attacked
him and prevented him from voting. The police
tried to interfere, but, as is generally the case
in Rome, they failed to do anything. The result
was a victory for the Liberals. The elation of
the popular party knows no bounds. The vic-
tory has been described as one against the domin-
ation of the priests, a sequel to the glorious day
when the Italian troops entered Rome in 1870.
Rome at last, they boast, is Italian. The anti-
clericals have won the capital and all Italy
should rejoice.”

But Italy ought not to rejoice if this account
is true, if the election has been carried by vio-
lence and intimidation. Such a victory is no
triumph of Freethought nor a defeat of the
church -as such. It is- only a defeat of the political
party with which the church chose fo ally itself.
The prediction may safely be made that if the
“Liberal” party establishes itself in Rome, the
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church, after a few attempts to restore the Con-
servatives, will go over to the majority, as it
has dine in this and other countries.

The report we are quoting states that “the
government remained passive while the elections
were taking place, though not entirely passive,
because every press telegram describing the ex-
cesses of the Liberals has been carefully suppress-
ed. Now it is showing a tendency to become
anti-clerical.” If the government has found out
which way the tide sets, the church will not be
long in making the same discovery. Anti-cleri-
calism is a poor principle to work upon if it
means the mobbing of ecclesiastics, as in Italy
on election day, and flocking to the churches for
worship on Sunday, and to the saints when Vesu-
vius is in eruption. The priests are more afraid
of education, Freethought, and secular principles
than they are of fanatical attacks from the men
who have turned against the church without
unlearning the lessons of intolerance which it
teaches. The church gets fat' on “persecution”
or the appearance of it, and will only be strength-
ened by an anti-clericalism disreputable enough
to intimidate voters or assault priests. To gain
the confidence of the world, the “Liberals” of
Romeshould show that they are more fit to govern
than the men they force out of office, and their
behavior at the recent elections is not in the na-
ture of such proof.

After this lesson, it is well to remember that
the Sun’s intelligence is from clerical sources,
and may be exaggerated or false.

Joker, Prevaricator, or What?

It is hard to decide whether W. Lincoln Phil-
lips of Roselle, N..J., is a joker, or a fakir, or a
myth. He professes to be a preacher of the. gos-
pel, and has joined in the discussion of “A Min-
ister's Salary” going on among the readers of
the New York Independent.

Mr. Phillips affirms: “l knew that God had
called me to serve him in preaching the gospel.
I knew | was working for God, and could not
‘hire out’ for a salary to any congregation for a
salary, and have not done so.” Nevertheless the
writer asserts that he has “never actually need-
ed a thing that was not providentially supplied.”
We note the use of the words "actually needed,’
and infer that when he did not get what he
thought he wanted he let it go that he didn’t
need it. He gives instances, and we regret that
they are not accompanied with names and dates,
and that even the places where they are alleged
to have occurred are disguised by the use of in-
itials. At “J” while he was away from home,
somebody gave his wife a dollar "In Jesus’ name”
when she was short. While at “C” he prayed,
“O Lord, send me a dollar, and send it quickly.”
There came “a knock at the door” and a boy
handed in the dollar, saying his mother had sent
it. The mother, interviewed in the kitchen, ex-
plained that "the Lord” told her to send it. He
did not inquire how she knew the order came
from God.

At “H” Mr. Phillips had no postage with which
to mail a letter. He spoke about it to “the Lord,”
whereupon a man came into the room and laid
ten cents on the paper before him, saying it was
for stamps. At "C” he wanted $2, prayed for
it, and a woman thrust a bill of that denomina-
tion through the railing of the stairs as he went
out of his room. She said, “The Lord told me
to give this to you.” Called to fill the. pulpit at
“D,” he found on the way home that his expenses
had been $6.47 (his memory for cents is good),
which was the exact amount of the collection.
Evidently the collection was not audited. At
“M” (these initials grow monotonous) there was
no bread in the house. He prayed, said grace,
there was the same old “knock at the door,” and

a little girl handed in a basket containing a big
loaf.

On another occasion, during the very cold
weather, the family had no fuel, and evidently
the minister had no credit. Also he had no mon-
ey, and the thought of earning some by working
for it did not occur to him. He prayed, a farmer
living eight miles away heard the voice of God
at 2 a. m., and came across with a jag of wood,
which he unloaded at 5.

In New York (a place safely to be named be-
cause too large for the incident to be traced)
he conducted a mission. Here persons came to
him with just the sum he needed and told him
what it was to be spent for. God, as usual, had
put them wise to his requirements.

Without knowing Mr. Phillips and the cir-
cumstances under which he preached, it would
be hasty to set him down as one unmitigated and
unqualified. He may have let it be known
wherever he went that he was beating his way
on the strength of being a preacher depending
upon prayer. He may have pondered on the
words “My God shall supply all your need” until
he became obsessed by the phrase, and persons
knowing his delusion and humoring it would
give him money, he having seen to it that his
needs became known. Suspicion attaches to the
honesty of the persons who told him the Lord
had spoken to them in his behalf. Would he
have believed them had they been asking instead
of giving dollars, and had come to him and said
“the Lord” had assured them he would let them
have it? They knew they were faking if he
did not. That he got the money is believable;
otherwise he would not have continued preach-
ing. That he got it in the way he describes,
as a response to prayer and because "the Lord”
spoke to the donors, is a story to be told to the
marines, who are reputed to be uncritical.

It is one of the tests of a religious calling that
he who follows it shall be able to speak unabash-
ed the thing which is not and never was. In
other words, truthfulness in the recital of re-
ligious experience is not required or expected.
The moral and religious purpose of any narra-
tive absolves it from the necessity of conform-
ing to fact. This is granted, but it seems to
us, with all the lee-way accorded to the preach-
ers, Mr. Phillips has gone a little too far. Hence
the probability that he is either a joker or a

myth.

Books of Biblical Criticism.

An lllinois school teacher submits to The

Truth Seeker the following inquiry:

“Kindly tell me in a future number what two or three
works to read on the Higher Criticism that are regard-
ed as the leading books in that line of thought Lest
week the Fr.se Methodists had their quadrennial con-
ference in Greenville, 1ll.  The teachers’ institute hap-
pened to be in session at the same time. _Loungin
on the veranda of the hotel in company with severa
preachers, | asked them to recommend a few good
works on the Higher Criticism. The proverbial red
rag to a bull was not in it with this innocent inquiry.
| received no answer to my request.  Knowing that you
are always courteous to a courteous questioner, | ﬁut
this request to you. You may also name_a work that
attemgts to refute the teachings of evolution. Would
Rev. Cook’s be a good one? I saw a copy once in the
hgnctig of a teacher, but got no chance to look inside
of i

We are unacquainted with the Cook book,
but should suppose that one work against evo-
lution would be about as good as another. Per-,
sons competent to write on evolution generally
accept it. The Methodist Book Concern, New
York, may publish something of the kind. In
the way of Higher Criticism, Chadwick’s "Bible
of Today” remains a favorite. We have found
the “Bible for Learners,” by the three Dutch au-
thors, Oort,'Hooykaas, and Kuenen, full of in-
struction. Delitzsch's “Babel and Bible” is a lead-
ing work. Anything by Professor Cheyne of
Oxford is up to date. Bennett’s "Primer of the



Bible” is a handy volume. Prof. G. B. Foster’s
“Finality of the Christian Religion” earned him
an accusation of heresy. All that any one can
want of the Higher Criticism will be found in the
“Encyclopedia Biblica,” which, besides giving the
latest results, cites all of the standard works by
the modern critics. But the best book of Biblical
criticism is Remsburg’s “The Bible.”

The Theosophical Succession.

Mrs. Annie Besant, successor to Col. Henry
S.Olcott as president of the Theosophical So-
ciety, is lecturing in the British Isles, and using
the same arguments against Rationalism which
she answered so conclusively when she was a
Secularist.

The London Freethinker prints an item about
the lady. Talking to a Daily News reporter,
Mrs. Besant “spoke of telepathy and said ‘there
may be free communication between mind and
mind.” It had nothing to do with the physical
body. She had come across many people who
communicated in that way—'and, of course,” she
added, ‘I myself do so frequently.” The inter-
viewer respectfull}/ asked for the name of any
weii known person with whom she had thus
exchanged thoughts. That was a poser. But
the lady is up to this sort of difficult}7 now. ‘No,’
she replied, T am not fond of making statements
of that kind without proof. | do not see that
it would do any good, and it might make en-
emies.” You see the lady did not hesitate in
‘making statements’ until she was asked for evi-
dence. It was then that she became cautious.’

Mrs. Besant, as president of the Parent So-
ciety, and hence of the Theosophists of the world,
IS not acknowledged by Mrs. Kittie Tingley of
the new Point Lomas School of Theosophy in
California, and there is a Mahatma in New York,
one Agamya Guru Paramahamsa, who asserts
that these women Theosophists do not know the
Truth and therefore cannot impart it. How
many of the branch societies in the world will
rally to Mrs. Besant's standard remains to be
seen. Mrs. Tingley has the thrift of Mother
Eddy and will have a large following. The Ti-
ger Mahatma, Paramahamsa, is not making much
of a show at present. We gather from the The-
osophist, official organ of the parent society, that
Mrs. Besant is rejected by the American section
because of an article which she wrote against
the expulsion of C. W. Leadbetter for immoral
practices constituting a “heinous offense.” The
correspondents of the Theosophists are still dis-
cussing the question whether the mahatmas can
make use of immoral persons as a medium for
Truth. Mrs. Tingley appears to have issued a
pamphlet, attacking not only the validity of Mrs.
Besant’s appointment by Olcott as his successor,
but her moral character as well. The Indian
section, which indorses the view that moral codes
are transient and not eternal, hails Mrs. Besant
with joy. So if her own receive her not, she can
still depend on a good welcome among the Hin-
dus.

m>>

One by one the pretensions of the superiority
of the Christian-Jewish religion over its content;
poraries and predecessors are exposed. We have
no reason to doubt the accuracy of the Chicago
“special to the Press,” which announces that “pre-
vious ideas of ancient history and the develop-
ment of religion have been revolutionized by a
discovery made by the Egyptian exploration ex-
pedition gf the University of Chicago and an-
nounced by the University of Chicago. Profes-
sor James H. Breasted in charge of the party
which has explored the region tributary to the
Nile, has asserted that his discovery of a relief
of Amenhotep V., the monotheist Egyptian
king, in a temple in Nubia prove? that his sway
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embraced not merely the city'and environs of
Thebes but all of Egypt This discovery means
that in the fourteenth century, before Christ,
there existed a highly developed and highly civ-
ilized state with a religion in which there was
one single Supreme God, and that the religious
conceptions ofthe Egyptians were about one thou-
sand years in advance of those of the Jews.”
The claim that the Jews were the first mono-
theists (and by the way, they never were pure
monotheists) is as empty as the one made for
Jesus Christ, that he “first brought immortality
to light,” when that doctrine had been taught
for hundreds of years. Plato lived four or five
centuries before Christ, and we have Addison
paraphrasing him thus:

"It must be so—Plato, thou reasonest well!'—
Else why this pleasing hope, this fond desire.
This longing after immortality?

Or whence this secret dread and inward horror
Of falling into nought?  Why shrinks the soul
Back on herself and startles at destruction?
'Tis heaven itself that points out an hereafter
And intimates eternity to man.”

The Jews did not introduce monotheism; they
only made it a capital crime to worship any God
but Jehovah. What Jesus brought to light was
not immortality; his distinction was that he laid
special emphasis on hell and everlasting punish-
ment.

As an indication of “whither we are drifting™’
the Census Bureau now has organized an ecclesi-
astical annex. The head of the census hierarchy
is Archbishop Glennon of St. Louis, Mo., who has
just been appointed from Washington as a special
agent to compile statistics of the Catholic pop-
ulation of the United States, “estimated at 15,-
000,000.”  As such special agent or commission-
er, the mails of the United States are placed at
the service of the Catholic hierarch; he may ap-
point such assistants as he shall elect, and the
government will authorize and remunerate them.
The graft offered is incomputable, almost, and
Archbishop Glennon may be depended upon to
see that none but Catholics enjoy it. When the
framers of the Constitution provided that no re-
ligious test should be required for any office
under the United States they supposed that if a
census was to be taken it could be managed with-
out enlisting the Catholic hierarchy. Now that
we have a Roman Catholic department of gov-
ernment established, shall we ever see it abolish-
ed, or will it exist in perpetuity, with franking
privileges for priests and power of appointment
of employees? Will the* administration explain
to wondering citizens why Catholics cannot be
counted by secular enumerators as well as the
rest of the population?

In Austria-Hungary, parallel with the move-
ment from monarchy toward Socialism, there is
a movement from Catholicism to Protestantism.
The following table is given, covering the past

nine years: _
Roman Catholics Protestants Protestant,
turned Protestant turned Catholic gains

1899 .. .. .. .. ..6,047 675 5,973
1900 .......... 4,699 705 3,994
1901 .......... 6,299 S90 5,469
1902 . 4,624 997 3,687
1909 4,056 997 961719
1904 9,983 1,009 2,974
1905 .. .. ,, .. .4,490 1.055 9,425
1906 .. .. .. 9,905 1.139 3,767

89,093 7.285 80,907

It is stated that from other sources Protes-
tantism has won ten thousand more converts, ma-
king a sum total of 40,797; while the Roman
Catholic church, in addition to its losses to Prot-
estantism, has also lost 10.91S to the Old Catho-
lic church. The loss of 41,000 in nine years by a
church that claims over two hundred million
adherents does not seem very startling, as Cur-
rent Literature observes, but it acquires some
significant from its bearing on the “Away from

' God.”
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Rome” movement. The Protestant organs
on the continent say that the slump from Catholi-
cism is the outgrowth of the “religious needs
of thinking men,” and the Catholic journals do
not deny the allegation. Yet were any real
thinking involved the Austria-Hungarians would
become Rationalists instead of Protestants. They
will come to that unless their mental operations
are checked.

For the salvation of our soul somebody has
sent ns a tract by John O. Smith of Bronson,
Mich., entitled “Christ, or Ingersoll.” Mr. Smith
deplores the erection of a monument to Ingersoll,
for the implied reason that it will serve to call
attention to the fact that a man may be "a real
gentleman™ and live above reproach without be-
ing born again. “That monument.” he declares,
'will be a standing reproach to this wayward
nation; an acknowledgment that we know not
He adds this statement: “l have pleaded
with drunken men to reform, whose only reply
was. T am an Ingersoll man.”” Just as truth-
fully we might retort: We have pleaded with
drunken men to reform, whose only reply was:
**| am a St. Paul man. Drink no longer water,
but take a little wine for the stomach's sake.”
Or. “I am a King Solomon man. Give strong
drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine
unto those that be of heavy heart Let him
drink and forget his poverty, and remember his
misery no more.” Ingersoll in his famous de-
nunciation of alcohol furnished a better argument
against intemperance than can be framed from
all that the writers of the Bible, or any of its
characters, including Christ, ever wrote, or said or
did. The scriptures have well been called the
toper's text book.

“I send you,” writes Preston Day of lowa, “a
clipping from my Sioux City Daily Journal giving
the Catholic view of the Bible by the Rev. Rich-
ard Cartwright, a Catholic priest. Are not Prot-
estant in general quite ignorant of the historical
fact that the New Testament was a product of the
Catholic church and ‘inspired* by it? Lyman Ab-
bott seems to have found it out, but he is a Maine
Yankee.” Intelligent and informed Protestants
cannot altogether have missed the fact to which
Friend Day calls attention. They must be aware
that the earliest Christians had no New Testa-
ment, and that Jesus and all of his disciples had
been dead for a century or more when the gos-
pels were written. Hence the gospel was preach-
ed for a long time before it was reduced to wri-
ting, being then composed by church “fathers.”
The gospels are not the source of the dogmas of
the church, but they are written to support them.
They are church fabrications.

Some Mississippi reader of The Truth Seeker
may be interested in looking up the facts, if there
are any, in a report from Biloxi, that State. It
is affirmed that “John Aggregard, forty years old,
was dining with his family, June 25, when his
wife expressed the hope that God would wreak
justice on the Black Hand gang in New Orleans.
‘What has God got to do with it?* exclaimed Ag-
gregard. ‘He cannot direct material things.” The
man was immediately stricken with paralysis of
the tongue. He gasped, motioned to his family,
and fell headlong. On being revived he asked
for pencil and paper, and wrote that he could
not utter a sound. He left, June 26, for New
Orleans for treatment.” The Truth Seeker has,
in the past, investigated, probably, a half-score
of stories of which the above is a specimen, and
every one of them has turned out to be a lie.

In their own hearts the earnest of the hope
Which made them great, the good will ever find.
—"fielley.
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THE SKEPTICAL CHINAMAN.

An Old Man’s Letter to a Friend on Mythology,
Heathen and Christian.

BY M. WALSH BARTLETT.

M%/ Dear Old'Friend: In a former letter, I gave
the ftollowing quotation from Shakespeare:
“The poet’s eye, in a fine frenzy rolling,

Doth glance from_heaven to earth, from earth to heaven;
And as imagination bodies forth

The forms of things unknown, the poet’s pen"

Turns them to shapes and gives to airy nothing

A local habitation and a name,

and applied that quotation to show that religion
in all its forms is a product of the imagination,
as illustrated by reference to the Elysian fields
and Pandemonium on the one hand, and the
heavenly regions and hell on the other, with the
respective inhabitants of each.

his “airy nothing” of the imagination may be
further illustrated by reference to the religion
of the ancient Egyptians, in the days of Isis and
Osiris, several thousand years ago, with that vast
population that built the gireat pyramids, when it
was a matter of congratulation among the Jews
that they had been to <

Memphis in its hour of .pride,

And saw the walls of hundred-gated Thebes,
And all the mirrored glories of the Nile,

and returned to the comparatively ignorant and
benighted “chosen people of God,” proud to
claim that they were “learned in all the wisdom
of the Egyptians.” But it is evident that their
wisdom was not illustrated by their religion,
which was obviously founded on imagination,
recognizing a multiplicity of gods- and devils,
each of which was represented by a sacred ani-
mal; with their beliet in the transmigration of
souls into higher or lower forms, being admitted
into various divisions of Hades upon giving the
required passwords; their sacred bark in which
the mummies were ferried cross the Nile; their
system of embalming bodies in the vain hope of
making them immortal. It may be noted as an
mterestln]g fact that these bodies have been
dragged from their catacombs and exhibited as
curiosities, or used as fuel, the very material used
for their preservation making their destruction
more sure and complete. These imaginative
ideas of a multiplicity of gods and devils, of
heavens and hells, with their endless rewards
and punishments, were transferred through Asia
and thence to Europe, with strange modifications
of the conditions of the soul after death, into
Buddhism, Brahmanism, Judaism, Christianity,
and Mohammedanism. _

| have been prompted to make some comparison
between the myths enshrined in the literature o.f
Greece and Rome with the miracles, so-called,
of a more ignorant and hence more superstitious
people, as recorded in the scriptures of the Old
and New Testaments, and not much to the ad-
vantage of the latter. With regard to the Bible,
when divested of the glamo r of the solemn style
of the learned English pundits in the reign of
Klnﬂ James, translated into the plain English
of the present day, or the “pigeon English” of
the Chinese, the mythological character of the
Scripture becomes more apparent. For a few
illustrations we will say: _ _

“Adam submitted to a surgical operation at
the hands of the Creator, in order that the bone
might be obtained, from which he manufactured
the first woman.”

A Chinese friend and interpreter, with whom
["had a pleasant acquaintance for several months,
had a Chinese version of the Bible, which had
been furnished' him by a missionary, and from
which he translated back into such English as
he had been able to pick up in his intercourse
with English-speaking people. He rendered this
passage as follows:

“God, he puttee Adam asleepee and makee a
hole in his side—er—and takee out a bone and
closee up the hole all right—er—then he takee
the bone and makee the first woman and callee
her name Eve—er—he makee so first Melica
woman—but no makee so first Chinee woman.”

My friend was of a mathematical turn, and ran
his fingers with great celerity over his abacus,
based upon the decimal system in vogue in China
for thousands of years. His interest in numbers
made him inquisitive and critical in regard to
some things connected with the Biblical account
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of the deluge, in which he was much interested,
as was | also in his comments arid questions
thereon; but | will omit the “pigeon-er of my
interpreter, preceded by that nasal tone with his
lips closed, expressing incredulity, as .it might
seem too monotonous.

When the Creator saw the wickedness of the
Eeople, it repented him that he had made man, and

e said, | will destroy all mankind from the face
of the earth, except one family, and also all ani-
mals, except one pair of each species/ He there-
fore ordered Noah to build an ark, a sort of
Chinese house-boat, according to certain specifi-
cations which he furnished; and, as house-boat
architect, specified the length, width, and height,
the number of stories that it should consist of,
where the window and door should be placed,
the kind of timber to be used, and the kind of
pitch to be used, and how to apply it, and how he
should take all his refugees on board. When all
were safely stowed away, somewhere in the three
stories, with all the food necessary for a long
voyage, then came the rain, to the depth of thirty
feet each hour, at least a hundred times as fast
as any rain ever known in China, as he made it
out by his abacus; and that not for one hour,
but for 960 hours. What a gurgle must have
gone up when all the inhabitants of the earth,
The youth in life’s green spring and he who was

In the full strength of years, matron and maid,
And the sweet babe and the gray-headed man,

were one and all submerged beneath the waves
of that rain-water ocean which had no island and
no shore—that terrible sacrifice of the Creator,
and all this apparently to little purpose; for we
learn that poor old Noah, soon after he landed,
became so shamefuly intoxicated, that his son
walked backward and covered him with a
mantle; showing that now, as in the Garden of
Eden, Satan lost no time in getting in his work,
the only difference being that Adam was tempted
to his fall by something to eat, and Noah by
something to drink.

The great disparity between the power applied
and the meagre result, as also illustrated by the
contest between the Creator and Pharaoh, with
the immense creative power on one side, and the
“? will and I won’'t” on the other, was still fur-
ther illustrated by the infinite sacrifice of the
only-begotten Son of the Sovereign of millions
of worlds, for the redemption of mankind from
the transgression of Adam on this little planet
of ours, which, even to that portion of his domin-
ion revealed by the telescope is as a grain of sand'
to the desert of Sahara. o

When one considers the grand civilization dur-
ing several centuries before that infinite sacrifice,
the grand achievements in art,-science, literature,
poetry, logic, architecture, republican govern-
ment, which made a populace that could appre-
ciate Demosthenes, Cicero, Homer, Virgil, Plato,
other- immortal names, whose works are models
down to the present enlightened age,, contrasted
with the thousand years following that sacrifice,
which furnished not a single name to grace the
pages of history, the establishment of the church
founded by the immediate followers of Christ,
followed by that pall of darkness over all Europe,
the obliteration of secular literature, dominatlnﬁ
rulers and people alike, overrunning Europe wit
haremic nunneries and convents, controlled by a
secret society of celibates—priests, monks, Jes-
uits, with their thumbscrews, racks, dungeons and
fagots, their confessionals, with grants and sales
of indulgences and absolutions, or their anathe-
mas, that spectacular worship in a dead language,
When, through gr.eat temples swelled the dismal

mourning i
Of dirge-like” music and sepulchral prayer,

Pale wizard priests their occult symbols dron_ing
Swung their white censers in the  burdened air,

that religious tyranny that made the Quaker
poet write:

Kneeling before his priest, the oppressor there.
Crushed human hearts beneath his knee of prayer,
and that sink of iniquity that made Shakespeare
put into the mouth of the grave-digger that sharp
criticism on the social life of Denmark in the
days of Hamlet—the Golden Age of the Grecian
and Roman republics compared with the period
universally called the Dark Ages—the Infinite
Father, as he recalled his only-begotten Son nail-
ed to the cross, might well exclaim, in the words
more recently used by Whittier, the philanthro-
pist and reformer:

. *Whittler. ¢ . 4
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Let the dark curtain fall,
| better know than all,
How little | have gained,
How vast the unattained.

But a reaction came with the revival of learning,
especially in the time of Martin Luther, that
arch-heretic, the father of all the Protestant
sects—and which has been tending towards the
light ever since, but at no place and in no time
more rapidly than at the present time in New
England—thanks to a higher education and freer
thought where “Error, wounded, writhes in pain,
and dies amid its worshippers,” and which
prompts Whittier to “scattering flowers with
pious pains on old beliefs,” dead and buried,
and Holmes to write substantially as follows:;
Brother, | see a cloud is on thy brow,

Sister, thy heart is troubled at my words;

But while” my thought has life, it needs must speak,
When aged gleamers, groping for their food.

Go blindly feeling through the close-shorn straw,
Lon?e safely garnered in the ancient barns,

While the young reapers flash their glittering steel
Where later suns have ripened nobler grain.

The comment of my Chinese friend on the
story of the fiery furnace,- seven times heated,
was “Burnee too muchee,” but | called his at-
tention to the statement that there was not., even
a smell of fire on their garments. “That .is
true,” interposed the mild voice of the commer-
cial traveler, “I was there when they came out.”
The story of Samson puzzled him.

The story of Jonah and the whale interested
him and that nasal tone and “pigeon-er” came
out again. But | assured him that it was all
right and that Jonah came out without even the
smell of fish on his garments. There was a
twinge of conscience at that interpolation, but
there was a warrant for it, and the reporter who
interviewed Jonah would doubtless have sanc-
tioned it, and so it passed unmodified.

When we oame to Gideon’s fleece of wool, that
was dry on a wet morning, and so wet with dew
on a dry morning that he wrung a bowlful of
water from it, he was greatly pleased. )

"“‘Oh, | see. Mesger gettee up early while
Gidea sleepee.” From his comments,, he se.emed
to have gotten the impression that the “mésger”
was in the fakir business on his own account.
The promptness with which the messenger ac-
cepted. Gideon’s challenge, and when Gideon
backed out, immediately accepted his second chal-
lenge, would naturally give that impression,
rather than that the suspension of the laws of
Nature for so slight a cause was due to the in-
tervention of the supreme ruler of the universe.

My friend’s wits had been sharpened by his
experience behind the scenes, in the employ of
Barnum. But his credulity was further' taxed'
in the New Testament when he read about that
which Shakespeare’'s Shylock referred to in say-
ing “what your prophet the Nazarite conjured
the devil into” with the familiar word “Go.” We
feel that he might ask some mooted questions
regarding that—as to whether there were enough
devils in one man to bedevil all the members of
the herd that ran violently down the steep f)place
into the sea. Were the swine all drowned? and
if so, were the devils also drowned? and who was
responsible for the financial loss to the owner of
the swine? But he was silent, only expressing
his incredulity by that irrepressible “pigeon-er.

My friend was of an economical turn, arid in
regard to the twelve baskets of fragments that
were taken up after feeding the multitude on the
loaves and fishes, his only comment was, “Too
muchee waste,” and it did seem like overdoing
the miracle business. _

He also expressed his incredulity as to the
quality of the wine produced from water; but I
called his attention to. the fact that mine host
tasted the wine.and complimented the wine-
maker, by intimating that it was too good to give
his guests as then conditioned.

But though my Chinese friend has taught me
something by his freedom from hereditary belief
in_creeds, strengthened by teachings of early
childhood, and'hence his unprejudiced comments
on the so-called Scripture miracles, yet we must
for the present part company.

The lines of Robert Burns

Oh, wad some power the giftie gie us
To see oursel’s as others see us.
It wad frae mony a blunder free us
And foolish notion,
are worthy of a wider than personal application,
and is respectfully suggested for consideration
by any pf the “two-“n"-sey¢nty jarring sects,”



each of which regards the others as victims of
diseased imagination, ignorance, superstition, de-
lusion, or priestcraft. _

It is a common saying, borne out by experi-
ence, that one extreme follows another. The
wet spell, of which we have such a detailed ac-
count in the early Et))art of the good book, would
naturally be offset by a corresPondlnlg dry spell.
Accordingly, near the close of the New Testa-
ment, in the epistle of St. James, we have the
following. _ _ _

“Elias was a man subject to like passions as
we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might
not rain; and it rained not on the earth by the
space of three years and six months.”

And grievous was the suffering by reason
thereof. The cultivator left his fields in blank
despair. Herds and flocks were driven afar for
drink, but many perished by the way for want
thereof. The women in their houses sadly
mourned in sackcloth soiled, the while their tubs
in pieces fell for ver¥ dryness. The earth grew
pale with death and famine walked abroad. But
all the while, by day, by night," for days and
months and years, the prayers for rain went up
o’er all the land from sorely stricken souls; but
no fain fell and the earth brought forth no fruits,
fof he who heeds the sparrow’s fall and tempers
the wind to the shorn lamb heard not their pray-
ers, his sole concern to answer the one prayer of
him who “nursed his wrath to keep It warm”
for tWO and forty months, )

“But when three years and six months were
ended, Elias prayed again, and the heavens gave
rain, and the earth brought forth her fruits.”

Ere long the earth smiled again in all its vast
attire of green. With joy the planter saw his
plants shoot forth from out the moistened soil;
and drank the flocks and herds from gurgling
brooks, grew fat and fit for food. The beds wheron
the people lay and clothing which they wore were
cleansed once more by joyful hands in new-made
tubs, well filled with that for want of which the
“Fuller’s earth” was worse than naught. And
the planters ih the fields and the shepherds on
the plains, and the herdsmen oil the hills, and
the women, in theif hotties, and the people every-
where, Sént up theif joyful thanks to nitti, who,
at last, ih answef to their prayef, sent down his
precious rain. But wheri Elias saw the holy men
who feared God arid kept his commandments,
gathered in their temples, with faces heaven-
ward turned and hands uplift, and heard their
loud hosannas as they joined thfe people ih their
songs of praise and thanks to him who sent his
raih itt answef to their prayefs, he cried, “Aha!
Ahal It is to me you Owe yOuf thanks. Had I
but held to my first pfaKar, yoUf pfaygrs were
vain, your thanks a mockery.” And he hugged
his sides with laughter at the thought thereof.
And, as he went his Wa){], he mufmufed to him-
self, “Blessed is he that hath & pull! Yea. twice
blest he that hath a graft that flourisheth! Now,
brethren of Judea and all the region round about,
behold the power of prayer, although the prayer
be ill and he that prayeth moved thereto by pas-
sion like that of other men.”
~ Now, Brother B., is not this amplification fully
justified by the Scripture text? If not, where
not, and why not?

And yet, in a pleasant conversation with the
pastor of our first church, concerning the myth-
ology of the Greeks and Romans, | referred to
the prayer of Ceres, the goddess of grain, which
was similar in its results to the prayer of Elias,
and ventured the suggestion that the latter might
also be a myth. e good man looked at me.
amazed, saying, “Why, my dear sir, that account
of the prayer of Ceres is, of course, a myth.; but
this account of the prayer of Elias must be lit-
erally true. It is in the Bible, the word of God,
written by inspiration.”

Of a truth is the saying of Thomas, of Gotham,
whose surname is Watson, “Credulity is a mon-
arch, on whose empire the sun never sets.” Yea,
verily,. credulity is an- impostor, with blind de-
votees around his throne, in every age, o’er all
the earth. ) )

But having had a pleasant acquaintance with
the pastor of the church here for the past twenty
years, | am pleased to say that they are in no
way In harmony, in sentiment or preaching, with
the clergyman above referred to, they having
more faith in Darwin’s  “Evolution” "than in
Adam’'s “Fall.” Concerning that reputed curse,
ip consecpience of Adam’s transgression, which
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necessitated the infinite sacrifice, and on which
hangs the whole scheme of salvation through
faith in that sacrifice—regarding mankind, the
necessity for labor is a blessing and not a curse,
and for the serpent, better prone on his beMy
than upright on either end.

P. S.—Perhaps you may be interested to know
that my acquaintance with my Chinese friend,
Chas. Arshowe, the name by which he was chris-
tened, dates back to London, 1851, at the time of
the first World's Fair; that he afterwards became
a tea merchant in Boston, accumulated a fortune,
and won the regards of a very estimable Ameri-
can woman, whom he married; and that his chil-
dren and grandchildren have been graduates of
the high school in a neighboring city. Have these |
latter facts anything to do with the trouble in
California in regard to the Japanese attending
the public schools? Is there a fear that the lively
Japs will prove too attractive to their white
schoolmates? _

The snow and cold weather interfered some- |
what with the work of the men engaged in re-
moving the cocoons of the %ypsy and browntail
moths from the orchards and shade trees in this
neighborhood.  Said America’s most eloguent
preacher, from his pulpit, one beautiful Sunday
morning in the month of May, when all the
countr)é was redolent with orchard perfume, “The
superabundant blossoms on our fruit tree are
typical of the large way in which the Creator loves
to do pleasant things.” Beautiful! Per contra,
so. these superabundant moths are typical of the
large way In which Satan, by Jehovah’s permis-
sion, loves to do unpleasant things.

Figures of speech are not argument.  Nay!
But “logic is logic. That's all | say.”

Astrology in the Bible.

Not long ago, says Current Literature, the
theological world of Germany was stirred to its
base by the so-called “Babel Bible” controversy
aroused by Friedrich Delitzch’'s lectures. This
able -Berlin professor took the ground that the
theory of- divine revelation in the Old Testament
must be abandoned in view of the direct descent
of the scriptural books from Assyrian inscrip-
tions. He may be said to have left a permanent
impress Upon relhqmus thought. It is no longer
possible to regard the Old Testament as an ab-
solutely isolated phenomenon in ancient litera-
ture; we know that it nlUst have had some re-

lation to contemporary religions and to Babylon |

in_particular. To a greater and greater extent
this relation is assumed by biblical scholars. And
now the work of research is being carried a step
further, and controversy has shifted to the ques-
t!on’:) What was the exact nature of this rela-
tion~

Another solution of the problem is being offer-
ed by the school of thought headed by Prof.
Hugo Winckler, of the University of Berlin, and
by Stucken, Jensen and Jeremias. It finds its
most characteristic exposition in  Winckler’s
book, “The History of Religion and the- History
of the Orient,” which was published several
months ago, but still continues to excite com-
ment.

The fundamental theory of this new school
1is that the Old Testament books are based on
the astro-mythological system of the Babylo-
nians. According to the Babylonian theory, the
earth in all its parts and relations is a reflec-
tion of the heavens; religion, science, poetry.

. statesmanship are all a reproduction and imita-

tion of heavenly happenings. The Babylonian
ods are astral gods, and In the phenomena of
the heavens, in the movements of the stars and
of the constellations, the will of the gods is re-
vealed.  The heavens are the great book of
instruction in which humanity can learn higher
wisdom. It is here that man must search for
what determines his destiny; and he who under-
stands the language of the stars can interpret
the counsel of the gods. Nothing in the fate of
the individual from the cradle to the grave,
nothing in the most important transactions of
the state, is hidden from astrological science. To
the seeing eye the fate of nations and the esoter-
ic meaning ‘of historical epochs are wrapped in
the cycle of the constellations. o

Traces of this "astral” thought, it is argued,
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are constantly discernible in the Old Testament
—in the Song of Deborah, for instance, in which
it is said that “the stars in their courses fought
against Sisera”; in the imagery of the nineteenth
Psalm; in the account of the creation of the uni-
verse in the first chapter of Genesis, in which we
rea(rj] that the stars were made to “rule the
night.”
~ The most complete collection of data support-
ing the new theory is contained in a new work
by Jeremias, entitled “The Old Testament in the
Light of the Orient.” (We have not heard of
an English translation of the work which is
printed in German.) He attempts to prove that
the biblical heroes have the distinguishing char-
acteristics of the astral divinities of the Bab?/-
lonians ; and that not only in the epochs of Israel’s
history in their entirety, but even the minutest
details of the different periods are bound up in
a network of references to the astral gods and
their mytholodqy. The story of Samson in par-
ticular is cited as & vivid illustration of astral in-
fluence, and is said to be based on earlier con-
ceptions of a solar god. The hair of Samson is
symbolic of the rays of the sun, and his loss of
strength recalls the winter sun deprived of its
i:)_ower. He is destroyed by Delilah, IJust as the
ion-slayer Gilgamesh, of Babylonian legend, was
undone by Istor. The story of Joseph, it is claim-
ed, can be paralleled in all its details in the story
of the Babylonian Thammuz, the god of spring.
According to ancient belief, Thammuz died In
summer, then descended to the lower world and
was mourned on earth, but in spring returned to
the upper world in new glory to bless mankind.
This stolq/ Is accepted as a symbol ‘of Joseph’s
career. He and the eleven brethren of his dream
constitute the twelve Signs of the Zodiac, and
Egypt is held to represent the lower world. The
story of Moses is also traced back to Babylonian
sources. _ _ _
Another remarkable interpretation of the Bible
alon% the same lines has been published by the
Marburg Assyriologist Jensen, under the title
“Das Gllgamesch Epos in der Weltliteratur”
(The Gilgamesh Epic in World Literature). Jen-
sen carries the campalgn boldly into the New
Tretament field, and shows a parallel between
the Babylonian deity, Gilgamesh, and Jesus. He
draws some striking analogies between the two.
The theories of the new-school are said to be
meeting with approval from even conservative
writers.

MARK TWAIN AS A MORALIST.

His High-minded Behavior in a Crisis Threaten-
ing a Farmer's Future.

“I remember, I remember it so well. | remem-
ber it as if it were yesterday, the first time |
ever stole a watermelon. Yes, the first time.
At least | think it was the first time, or along
about there. It was, it was. or must have been
about 1848, when | was thirteen or fourteen
years old. | remember that watermelon well.
I can almost taste it now.

“Yes, | stole it. Yet why use so harsh a word?

It was the biggest of the load on a farmer's wag-
on standing in the gutter in the old town of Han-
nibal, Missouri.  While the farmer was busy
with another—another—customer, | witihdrew
this melon. Yes, T stole’ is too strong. | ex-
tracted it. | retired it from circulation. And |
myself retired with it.
_"'The place to which the watermelon and I re-
tired was a lumber-yard. | knew a nice, quiet
alley between the sweet-smelllngh planks, and to
that sequestered spot | carried the melon. In-
dulging a_ few moments’ contemplation of its
freckled rind, I broke it open with a stone, a
rock, a domick, in boy’'s language.

“It was green—impossibly, hopelessly green.
| do not know why this circumstance should
have affected me, but it did. It affected me
deeply. It altered for me the moral values of
the universe. It wrought in me a moral revolu-
tion. | began to reflect. Now, reflection is the
beginning of reform. There can be no reform
without reflection-----

“l asked myself what course of conduct |
should ﬁursue. What would conscience dictate?
What should a high-minded young man do after
retiring a green watermelon? What would
Gecrge Washington do? Noyy \ya§ thg time for
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al(!I the lessons inculcated at Sunday School to
ad.

_"“And they did act The word that came to
inc was ‘restitution.” Obviously, there lay the

Bath of duty. | reasoned with myself. | la-
ored. At last | was fully resolved. ‘I'll do it;
said 1. TH take him back his.old melon.” Not

many boys would have been so heroic, would so
clearly have seen the right, and so sternly have
resolved to do it. The moment | reached that
resolution, | felt a strange uplift. « One always
feels an uplift when he turns from wrong to
righteousness. | arose, spiritually strengthened,
renewed, and refreshed, and in the strength of

that refreshment carried back the watermelon—

that is. | carried back what was left of it—and
made him give me a ripe one.

"But | had a duty toward that farmer, as well
as to myself. | was as severe on him as the cir-
cumstances deserved. | did hot spare him. |
told him lie ought to be ashamed of himself
giving his—his customers green melons.  And
he was ashamed. He said he was. He said he
felt as badlv about it as | did. In this he was
mistaken. He hadn’'t eaten any of the melon.
| told him that the one instance was bad enough,
but asked him to consider what would become
of him if this should become a habit with him.
| pictured his future. And | saved him. He
thanked me and promised to do better.

“We should always labor thus with those who
have taken the wrong road. Very likely this was
the farmer's first false step. He had not gone
far, but he had put his foot on the downward
incline. Happily, at this moment a friend ap-
eared—a friend who stretched out a helping
and and held him back. Others might have
hesitated, have shrunk from speaking to him of
his error. | did not hesitate nor shrink. And
it is one of the gratifications of my life that I
can look back on what | did for that man in his
hour of need.

“The. blessin?1 came. He went home with a
bright face to his rejoicing wife, and I—I got
a ripe melon. | trust it was with him as it was
with me. Reform with me was no transient emo-
tion, no passing episode, no Philippines upris-
ing. It was permanent. Since that day | have
ne\1er stolen a water—never stolen a green water-
melon.”

Spiritualists Get $250,000.

The following is a special dispatch from Bloom-
ington, Ill.:

By the action of the lllinois supreme court
in sustaining the will of the late J. T. Crum-
baugh, .the wealthy banker of Leroy, this county,
Spiritualists of the world will ﬂrobably realize
on the bequest of $250,000, which he left to
the cult.

Crumbaugh became a convert a few years be-
fore his death, and when his will was probated
it was found that he had left the bulk of his
fortune for the construction of a Spiritualist
church in his home city and also for the promul-
gation and dissemination of the tenets of that
belief in the hope of securing converts. He plan-
ned to erect a church costing fully $50,000,
while the income from the remainder ot the es-
tate was to be used for its maintenance and also
for the extension of the work. It was Mr. Crum-
baugh’s idea to make Leroy the headquarters of
Spiritualism the world over and to carry on the
work of proselyting from there. The relatives,
who were ignored In the will, succeeded in hav-
ing it set aside in the lower court, following an
exciting trial. They asserted that Spiritualists
had exerted such a peculiar control over the old
man that his mind had become affected, and that
he was not capable of writing a sane will.—Pro-
gressive Thinker.

A Versatile Devil.

It was my good fortune to be present at the
Rosston church and hear Elder Phillips's dis-
course on “Demonology.” He certainly had a
full house and an attentive audience. And tol
me his sermon was full of expectancy and hopes
not realized (by me). | expected some informa-
tion on the subject as to whether the devil was
an mdegendent creature or was subject to the
will of God. Perhaps others present might have
received some information on this subject, but
| am frank to admit that | failed to catch his
position. From .his .remarks (if they be facts)
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| am led to conclude that the devil is non-com-
| bustiblc, indestructible, first a serpent, finally a
wet swine, got drowned when he went to sea,
opce in heaven, visited the Garden of Eden, be-
| fore Adam and Eve got their clothes on, passed
the apples (it being his treat), and got mankind
into a peck of trouble, then sneaked off and left
a snake in the grass to bite men’s heels.—North-
field Correspondence, Lebanon (Ind.) Pioneer.

Religion and Catalepsy.

The strange power manifested by Mrs. Scott
M. Ladd, wife of Supreme Court Justice Ladd
of Des Moines, la., whereby she can cause an
aydience of Holiness people to go into connip-
tions, has led to her arrest. Mrs. Ladd has been
conducting a mission for several months on Mon-
roe street, Des Moines, and it is on complaint of
a neighbor, Harry Gale, that she is prosecuted.
The information signed by Gale is backed by
Dr. W. A. Guild, a leading Des Moines physi-
cian, and Miss Lillian Matthews, probation offi-
cer, both of whom attended the mission services.
*Both declare that they saw actions beggaring
description. Children in their teens became hys-
terical and went into a trance state from which
they did not emerge for several hours. Others
with eyes bulging almost from their sockets,

| stamped the floor in frenzy until they fell ex-

hausted. When mission visitors mildly protest-
ed and asked that the unconscious ones be taken
from the stifling, low-ceiled room into the open
air, Mrs. Ladd reprimanded the disturbers and
charged them with being emissaries of the devil.
Residents in the vicinity of the mission de-
clare that meetings are’ conducted all day and
nearly all night, and that the groans and cries
of the worshipers have become intolerable.
A newspaper account says that at her religious
services “Mrs. Ladd preaches the pentecostal
| power, and has thrown converts in states of
I hysteria from which they have not recovered for
| days at a time. Persons receiving the ‘power’
shout and scream. One man became totally
unconscious and lay two days and two nights
on the floor of the mission. Mrs. Ladd claims
| that those who have been prostrated are able to
' speak in a strange tongue when they regain con-
sciousness.”
Except for the relief of the neighbors, there
is little merit in the prosecution of these Holiness
| and Holy Roller people. They are simply crazy,
I though not crazy enough to.need confining. The
form of spiritual intoxication they indulge in—
which President David Starr Jordan, of Stanford,
| once said is no more respectable than the intoxica-
' tion of the gutter—is not known to have fatal
effects; mental deterioration is its usual course.
The cure for such folly is rational instruction,
| which is next to impossible under Christianity.
The victims get their ideas of the “power” from
the scriptures, in which the “gift or tongues” is
quoted as proof of the operation of the spirit.
Jumping and rolling are common features of re-
vivals and missions. Dr. Andrew D. White as-
serts that there is an element of scoundrelism in
' these religious orgies, and we believe him.
There has just come to hand a copy of the
Rocky Mountain Pillar of Fire, which appears
| to be a Holiness paper, devoted to the interests
' of “the sanctified life.” An article in it cover-
ing more than two pages recounts the offense
and attempted*justification of the I<ev. K. W.
Huckabee, president of the Texas Holiness As-
sociation and the editor of the Pentecostal Ad-
vocate, who is associated also with the Purity
Journal. The Rev. Huckabee came to Denver,
home of the Pillar of Fire, where the Colorado
Holiness Association has a *“home,” and there
committed an act of immorality with a young
woman similar to that which took place at the
door of the tabernacle when the gons of EH came

to worship. See 1 Sam. ii, 22. The editor of the
Pillar of Fire is quick to denounce the erring
“brother,” but Sister DaFoe, secretary of the
Colorado Holiness Association and matron of
the “home,” would let him off with the admoni-
tion to sin no more. The brother, she writes to
the editor, “has repented in sackcloth and ashes,
and the sorrow of his heart and the remorse are
almost unendurable.” No doubt. Remorse is
the fear of punishment, and repentance the mani-
festation of willingness to forget it. “He has,”
she writes further, “made proper confessions, re-
nounced the teachings and devices of the enemy
which led him into it, and has been, | believe,
fully restored to the favor of God.” Meanwhile
being full of remorse and looking for more re-
morse, the Rev. Huckabee takes up a collection
and sends the girl her fare to megt him in Texas,
although he has in that state a wife and a
daughter of the age of the victim.

Emotional religions generally are accompanied
with morbid developments of primary instincts.
Some of them run to celibacy and some to eroti-
cism. Holiness and Sanctification+and Sinless-
ness are especially cataleptic. The followers of
these cults hold that they may yield to tempta-
tion without sin, though they must suffer tem-
poral consequences. In the New Jerusalem they
expect to go on yielding, but believe they will
be out of reach of the earthly penalty. Sister
DaFoe intimates that she expects to roam the
parks of the Celestial City with the brethren in
the enjoyment of that exemption. A doctor
would probably locate the seat of the disorder
that has caused Mrs. Ladd’s aberration. In a
work by a Kentucky physician we find this pas-
sage: “-That there exists a relationship between
the cultivated and ethical emotion, religious feel-
ing, and the essentially natural physio-psychical
‘unction, sexual desire or libido, is a fact noticed
and commented on by many thinkers and wri-
ters.” This relation may explain the conduct of
the reverend and sanctified; or if we knew the
persons concerned we might not need to. look for
further explanation than their natural bent that

way.

His Specialty Is the Confessional.

The Truth Seeker of June 22 gave an account
of “An Interesting Decision” in the case of New-
ton L. A. Eastman of Rochester, N. Y., who was
prosecuted for attacking the Catholic confession-
al in an alleged indecent manner, and acquitted.
The following letter from Mr. Eastman has since

been received:

“E. M. Macdonald—Dear Kind Sir: A. copy of the
article you published, the per curiam and the Open Door
to Hell, etc., was sent to me by one of your readers, but
| have to return It. | am the author of the Open Door
to Hell. Will you kindly send me three copies of the
Issue containing the above? | want one for my lawyer,
one for myself, and one for another lawyer. 1"am very
%Iad you printed it. You have the credit of being the

rst paper that ever published it outside the Gospel
Worker. | am the editor of the Gospel Worker. | am
also an ordained minister and Bishop of the Gospel Work-
ers of America, an Incorporated Christian body. O'Ur
work is succeeding and doing much good. The Open
Door to Hell is only a tame description of the awful-
ness of the confessional. It is the cesspool of iniquity.
| inclose letters from a Romanist threatenlnﬂ mg life.
| send you one of our fpapers,_June issue, the Gospel
Worker, giving report of our victory. Every American
citizen should help to put Romanism where it belongs.
IL is the bitterest foe to all that Is good and pure and

holy. Yours in Christian love,
“N. L. AL EASTMAN.”

We have not yet seen Mr. Eastman’s paper,
the Gospel Worker, to recognize it, but we hope
that wherever it has gone it is full of the same
hot stuff that he dished up in his Open Door to
llell. We congratulate him on his escape from
the clutches of the law, and wish him well as
long as he keeps going after the abominations of
the confessional. . A man who can tell the truth
about the Catholic church ‘and get away with
if is to be ¢j)coyrqged.



Minor Editorial

Norman Murray of Montreal announces
a Freethought lecture tour for the win-
ter of 1907-8, and has printed a circular
Intimating the attitude he will take to-
ward Christianity. His address is 210 St.
James street, Montreal, Canada.

On his way to Seattle, where he de-
livered an address before the Christian
Endeavor convention, Vice-President
Fairbanks is accredited with rescuing a
hotel waitress at Yellowstone Lake from
“a watery grave,” and is therefore in
line for a Carnegie hero medal. There is
some question whether Fairbanks wet his
feet in “rescuing” the girl or not.

The bolt of lightning that struck Peddle
Memorial Baptist church, Newark, N. J.,
scattered the granite stones in the tower
of the sacred building more than three
hundred feet abroad, and several per-
sons had narrow escapes from being hit.
One stone, weighing B00 pounds, dropped
through the roof and two ceilings of the
church, and wrecked th.9 pastor’s study.
No building was damaged whose destruc-
tion would have been a rebuke to in-
iquity. .

Freethinkers who are Socialists have
considerable space accorded to them by
the Freethought press in which to pre-
sent their economic ideas. Are they get-
ting or claiming the same amount of
room in the Socialist papers in which
to present the idea that Socialism with-
out Freethought, or without first separat-
ing the state from the church, will make
a bad condition worse to the extent that
it enlarges the function of the govern-
ment?" This is a proposition which
proves itself, and it is useless for Free-
thinking Socialists to ignore or evade it.

In the Catholic Educational Association
at Milwaukee last week there was a dis-
cussion over the use of non-sectarian
text-books in Catholic schools.  Some
wanted to use the same books that are
used in the public schools, but the propo-
sition met with no favor. Dr. Thomas
Shields of the Catholic University at
Washington declared that a Catholic
should use no text-book that was not dis-
tinctly religious. The proponent of the
adoption of public school text-books seri-
ously misunderstands the purpose of the
church, which does not aim to adapt its
schools to the public ones, but aspires to
furnish the text-books for the use of the
latter. “We should both be using the
same books,” said a speaker, “but they
should be written by Catholics.”

A man named Talbott, who described
himself as a traveling salesman from
Boston, pleaded guilty to robbing the
poor box In a Catholic church In Dayton,
0. Talbott told the court that he went
into the church to pray and that he
prayed for half an hour, but that he was
“broke’,” needed the money, and so pil-
laged the box. On this Mr. Cyrus Sears
of Harpster comments: “Talbott would
seem to be a good mate to Ingersoll’s
saint who murdered a man for fifteen
cents and his dinner, consisting of bread
and meat; and who, being hungry, ato
the bread but .threw away the meat be-
cause It was Friday. And the woods—
and plains and hills and valleys—seeu\ to
be full of that grade of saints.” And of
such, also, Is the kingdom of heaven.

A reverend evangelist named Oliver
doing the Lord’s work in Falls City, Ne-
braska, got away with something over
$2,000. The Observer, of Lincoln, takes
exception to Oliver's methods, and says:
“For some reason or other the people of
Falls City did not rally as he thought
they .should and he waxod abusive, ban-
dying coarse language with the profi-
ciency of a fishwife. Think of a savior
of souls, getting up In a fronted relig-
ious mooting and denouncing all who
did not choose to come to hear him as
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Note and Comment.

‘cowardly bastards’ and declaring that
‘all the girls want is a pair of pants and
the boys a bunch of long hair.” ” The
editor of the Observer is not orthodox, or
he would see that his strictures are un-
called for. The preachers are refined, no
matter what they say, and only Infidelity
is “blatant.”

This note from President James Bu-
chanan, refusing a railroad pass, has late-

ly come to light:

“Washington, 24 March, 1859.
“Dear Sir: | return the free 'ticket
which Mr. Glttings has directed to be for-
warded to me for the Northern Central
Railroad, with as many thanks for his
kindness as though | had accepted it. It
has been the practice of my life not to
travel free on an?/ Railroad, being op-
posed to the whole system of granting
OPrl\{lleges to individuals not con-
nected with these roads. Yours very re-

spectfully, JAMES BUCHANAN.”
The note is declared on the best au-
thority to be genuine. It would tax our
credulity to accept it as such (though
the favor declined were a warship instead
of a seat in a railroad car) were the
signature attached that of some of Bu-

chanan’s successors.

such

Mexico has no prejudice against the do-
mestic arrangements peculiar to Mormon-
ism, and the Latter Day saints are doing
well in that country. The Mexican Her-
ald, quoted in a New York daily paper,
says: “The Mormon colonies in the north-
part .of Chihuahua are in a remarkably
prosperous condition and extensive de-
velopments are in progress. In the vil-
lage of Casas Grandes a dozen two-story
brick buildings with stone foundations are
under way and others will soon be start-
ed. A telephone system, which is under
construction, will place all the colonies
In communication with. EI Paso on the
north and Medera, Guaynopa, Conchino
and Dolores on the south. The farmers
are turning their attention to the breed-
ing of fine stock and are improving pedi-
greed Percheron and French coach stal-
lions and registered Herefords.” To an
agriculturist a plurality of husky wives
and half-grown children are a distinct
economic advantage, preferable even to
bondservants.

Vice-President Fairbanks surely queer-
ed himself with the Methodist Prohibi-
tionists of Indiana what time he served
fok'ty cocktails to his gussts. At the
meeting of the Indiana state executive
committee of the Prohibition party, In-
dianapolis, July 10, a motion condemn-
ing his action was presented by the Rev.
0. M. Kroft, pastor of the Whiteland
Methodist church and a well known mem-
ber of the Indiana conference before
wtylch Mr. Fairbanks Is a candidate for
election as delegate to the quadrennial
conference of the Methodist church to be
held at Baltimore next spring. The mo-
tion was unanimously adopted.  Accord-
ing to reports from various parts of In-
diana, several Methodist churches are
arranging to send delegates to the In-
diana conference at Columbus next Sep-
tember with Instructions to oppose the
selection of Mr. Fairbanks as one of the
lay delegates to the quadrennial confer-
ence. Aud this after all that Mr. Fair-
banks has done to endanger his chances
with the “wets” by recommending butter-
milk as a substitute for beer.

The Rev. J. Benjamin Lawrence, Bap-
tist, of New Orleans, has viewed hell
"from a scientific standpoint” and found
It ."highly probable.” Reasoning from
the nature of the ether, he finds room In
the universe for “great masses of pon-
derable matter which could emit no light”
anti which therefore would not be dis-
covered by the astronomers. This being
admitted (by the Rev. Mr. Lawrence) he
asks: "What are those dark globes?
Might not God, by his infinite power

through the operation of the divine laws

of nature, have fenced these globes off

so that no luminiferous ether could reach |
them? Under such conditions, dark suns

would burn, combustion be carried on

without emitting heat, fuel consumed un-

seen and metals fused in invisible fires.”

So, then, these dark globes, the existence

of which nobody can disprove, are the |
centre of outer darkness and eternal fire;

whence it is demonstrated that “from the
standpoint of science a material hell is
not only possible but highly probable.”
An ingenious theory, but it comes too
late. Has not the Rev. Zed Copp of
Washington, D. C., just announced, after
having devoted eight years to the subject
and "studied the entire universe time and
again,” that “hell is in the sun”? Is hell
a bird, that it can be in two places at
once?

Accepting as conclusive proof of its ex-
istence the alleged weighing of a soul by
Dr. Macdougall of Haverhill, Mass.,
Prof. Henry Price, a retired music teach-
er of Mount Vernon, this state, wants the
doctors at Bellevue Hospital to give him
a chance to photograph a soul as it
leaves the body of a dying patient. Asked
by a newspaper reporter if he had formed
any idea as to what the soul looks like,
Mr. Price said that he had not. “Neces-
sarily,” he argued, “the organism must
be very small. It may be like an oyster
or a mollusk. We cannot see its organ-
ism, yet we know that it has life.” Be-
ing questioned as to what in his opinion
hwatna of the soul after it has taken its
flight, the professor said:

“According to my belief the soul does
not really take its flight It passes into
another E)/ody, but it has to be removed
by some oné whom we will call an angel
or an agent of the Deity. The angel has
to remove it from the body while the
body is yet warm and put it into another
being. If the person don't deserve an-

other life, then the Deity don't send tor
his soul, and he is dead like a common

animal.”
Attempts to determine the existence,

form, weight, and destiny of the soul sci-
entifically will not be encouraged by the
doctors of the same. If it were to be de-
termined beyond doubt that the human
being has a soul the church would take
as little interest in that “organism” as
it now does in the vermiform appendix.

The modern Christian Endeavor con-
vention takes the place of* the old-time
camp-meeting as a provider of opportu-
nity for clandestine meetings. Such a
convention without its scandal would be
an exception, and in many cases the
scandal becomes public through divorce,
breach of promise, or similar proceedings.
The late Christian Endeavor convention
in Blair County, Pa., was marked by the
| downfall of the Rev. William N. Dellar,
who occupied the pulpit of. one of the
most prominent United Brethren
gregations in Altoona. The convention
was held at Martinsburg, the Rev. Dellar
attending as the principal speaker. A
ninet9en-year-old church worker, Miss
Margaret Guilllford, attended also, and
the two were ejected from the same
room in a hotel. They took a livery
team and went elsewhere. Before a
committee the minister confessed him-
self “down and out,” and left Altoona
without stating his destination, but the
girl was at the regular Sunday-school
service on the following Sunday, show-
ing that she did not attach so much guilt
to her conduct as did the other mem-
bers, who had her put out What is
the church going to do about the in-
creasing immoralities of its clergy? We
do not exaggerate in saying that we
could fill an entire issue of The Truth
Seeker with accounts of the same nature
as the foregoing from newspaper clip-
pings received In the past few months.
More likely the matter would fill two
numbers, and exclude the advertisements
of books.  Will the church adopt the
Catholic policy of expediency and permit
what it cannot restrain?

con- |
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SIX HISTORIC

AMERICANS

WITH PORTRAITS

BY

JOHN E. REMSBURG

George Washington
Thomas Jefferson
Thomas Paine

Benjamin Fran Klin
Abraham Lincoln
Ulysses S. Grant

i m
The Six Greatest Figures in Ameri-
can History, and Not One of
Them Was a Christian. All
Were Unbelievers—All
Freethinkers

WASHINGTON
Propositions proved:

1. That Washington was not a
Christian communicant.

2. That he was not a believer in
the Christian religion.

JEFFERSON

Says Benjamin Lossing in his
““Lives of the Signers of the Decla-
ration of Independence:”

“In religion he was a Freethinker
in morals pure and unspotted.”

PAINE

In regard to Paine’s Religious
views Mr. Remsburg establishes the
negative of the following: i. Was
Paine an Atheist? » Was he a
Christian? 3- Did he recant?

FRANKLIN

“It is much to be lamented that a
man of Franklin’s general good
character and great influence
should have been an unbeliever
in Christianity, and also have done
as much as he did to make others
unbelievers.”—Dr. Priestley.

LINCOLN

A cloud of witnesses testify to
Lincoln’s rejection of Christianity.

GRANT

The refutation of Grant’s alleged
Christian belief is complete, and
the proofs of his disbelief are full
and convincing.

The Book Contains about 550
pages. It has portraits of
Paine, Jefferson, Wash*
ington, Franklin, Lin-
coln, and Grant

It is printed in large clear type,
on heavy paper, and hand-
somely bound

PRICE, $1.25

A Book that Every American Free-
thinker will Delight to Own

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER
62 Vesey Street, New York
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Adam’s Diary.

BY MARK TWAIN.

The only fault to be found with Mark
Twain's new book, “Extracts from
Adam’s Diary,*' Is that there is not more
of it, both pictures and print It is
Adam’s daily record of his life from the
time he found the “new creature with
the long hair,” which was a good deal in
the way and which he wished would stay
with the other animals, to the time he
finally found that he could not be happy
without It, and found that it was better
to live outside of the garden with her
than Inside It without her. By that time
Abel and Cain are grown to boyhood.
Cain, Adam first took to be a new species
of bear, and he concludes that if he had
stayed a bear it would have improved
him. .When Cain# was young, Adam
searched the woods' thoroughly to find
another animal like It but without suc-
cess. While he was away on one of
these searches the animai with the long
hair found another one. “l never saw
such luck,* says Adam when she showed
it to him. “I might have hunted these
woods a hundred years; | never should
have run across that thing.* Adams
diary record on Sunday is very brief. He
just” “pulled through.” To set it apart
as a day of rest he thinks superfluous
when he already had six rest days every
week. But he finally came to know what
the week was for: to “give time O rest
up from the weariness of Sunday,* and it
seemed a good Idea. Eve, too, bothered
him by climbing the apple tree, and he
had to “clod her out of it™* She said
there was no harm in climbing it as there

was nobody looking. ]
briefly told—too brief-

The story is \_/eryg C C
ly—but every line sparklés with wit. The

gictures, one to each page of text, are
y F. Strothmann.

PRICE SI.
Address The Truth Seeker.

EVE'S DIARY

BY MARK TWAIN.

With 55 Full-page Illustrations by Lester

Ralph. Crown 8vo. Cloth, $1.00.

This is a companion volume to “Ex-
tracts from Adam’s Diary,** which thou-
sands have laughed over. It purports to
be a "translation from the original,** and
tells of five's experiences in the Garden
of Eden and afterwards. It is a delight-
ful whimsical satire, written in the vet-
eran fun-maker’'s breeziest style. Mark
Twain’s half-humorous, half-serious con-

ception of Eve’s probable impressions of
Adam, of the Garden, and of the many
creatures it contained, shows that the

enial philosopher has studied and
thoroughly understands _feminine hu-
man nature.  After admiring the moon

and trying to get some stars to put in
her hair,  Eve "turns her attention to
Adam. “I realize that | feel more curi-
osity about it than about any of the other
reptiles,* she confides to her diary. “It
has no hips; it tapers like a carrot; when
it stands it spreads itself apart like a
derrick; so 1 think it is a reptile, though
it may be architecture.** Eve’s pursuit
of Adam drives him up a tree for refu1ge;
but after persistently taggmg about after
him for a_week, shé sucCeeds in making
friends. There is much to be amused at
in Eve’s naive observations and in her
many experiments in natural science and
psychology. Altogether, “Eve’s Diary” is
one of the cleverest and most amusing
of Mark Twain’s many absurdities.
PRICE, «1;

Address THE TRUTH 8EEKER.

CHRISTIANITY:

Its Foundation and

Destiny.
BY HENRY GOLDBERG.

An examination of the prophetical book
of Isaiah, with a list of the Jewish Mes-
siahs, and an historical account of their
careers. It is an interesting and valu-
able little pamphlet Price 10 cents. Ad-
dress The Truth Seeker.

Its Final

Common Sense Thoughts on the
Bible for Common Sense People.

By WM. DENTOX.

Seventh Edition, Enlarged and Bevleed
28th Thousand

Price, 10 cents. The Truth Seeker Co.
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Letters of Friends.

Readers desirous of communicating
with the writers of the letters in this de-
prartment may address them in care of

he Truth Seéeker, 62 VVesey Street, New
York, N. Y., and the letters will be read-
dressed and forwarded.

STATE MAINTENANCE OF WOMEN
AND CHILDREN.

From M. Florence Johnson,
setts.

The Editor, Truth Seeker: In The Truth
Seeker of July 6, R. B. Kerr tells us that
Socialists in other countries make State
maintenance of children one of the prin-
cipal planks in their paltform, and says:
“On this question the Socialists of Ameri
ca are in utter antagonism to those of
Europe, and they will live bitterly to re-
gret their folly. The stand which Ameri-
can Socialists take on this point makes it
impossible for them to get women into
the movement, for most women are not
wage earners, and the great attraction of
Socialism to a woman'is that if promises
State 'maintenance of mothers and chil-
dren, and thus makes every woman abso-
lutely independent of any individual man.
The result is that although no country
has so many intellectual women as the
United Kingdom, no country has so few
women Socialists.”

It seems to me that Mr. Kerr is just a
little confused in his ideas. 1 should state
it this way: The reason that no country
has so few women Socialists as the Uni-
ted States is because no other country
has so many intellectual women. |
was told only a few years ago by an Eng-
lishman that -the American women were
a surprise to him. He asserte-i
that it would *“take generations to
bring Englishwomen to’ the independence
in thought that he saw on every side in
America;” that “Englishwomen did not
seem so free in the home nor in business
as in this country.” This may be an ex-
aggerated view, but if women in other
countries flock to a party because it prom-
ises them support for their children, it
must be true. | cannot think that such a
promise would bring recruits from the
most intellectual women of America. In-
tellectual women, as a rule, would not
desire more children than they could sup-
port without the aid of the state.
This flocking to a party that agrees to
support them and their children leads
one to think that the poor women have
not yet grasped the idea that they have
a right to choose any other vocation than
child-bearing. Indeed, he says: *“For
most women are not wage earners, and
the great attraction of Socialism to a wom-
an is its promise of state maintenance,
etc.” In may be that in other countries
there is such an utter impossibility of
women earning a livelihood that they are
willing to “breed food for cannon and love
the cannoneer,” if they can only be sup-

ported. A sad fate truly! Talking of
“thus making every woman absolutely in-
dependent of any individual man” is
amusing. Does not an individual woman
depend upon an individual man for par-
entage? It is a logical conclusion that-
as the state gives more and more to the
child and the mother, it will by the same
gradual means assume control of them
and eventually will say who shall be the
.fathers and the mothers; but the state
as actual father is as great a joke as the
Holy Ghost in that relation. Of course

I know that Mr. Kerr meant only the
financial father.

An intellectual woman would hardly
choose as the father of her child one who
did not enjoy with her the idea of par-
entage, nor one who would not assume
the responsibility of the care and educa-
tion of their progeny. Some intelligent
women think the state already has too
much ownership of the children. Amer-

Massachu-

ican Socialism does well not to interfere
too much in individual matters, especial-
ly with intellectual women and their ba-
bies.

(Why not make King Theodore the
father of the whole business?)

IT 18 THERE.

From George M. Marckres, Connecticut.
Editor of The Truth Seeker: Please
extend my subscription for a year ahd
send me Remsburg’e “Six Historic Ameri-
cans.” | have tdkéh The Truth Seeker
for many years, and think | have done
much good here in opening the eyes of
the blind. The churches all over the
United States are now active in placing
the tablet “Lincoln’s Gettysburg Speech”
in every available public place. | won-
der would their activity be as great were
those two words, “under God,” omitted.
I hope there is something in regard to
that in Remsburg's book. | have got
the idea from somewhere that those two
words were not in the original draft said
to have been written on a piece of wrap-

ping paper on the train en route.

[The Gettysburg speech is mentioned
by Mr. Remsburg, Wit_h_authorit% for the
statement that the original draft did not
_tl:_onéajin any theological allusion.—Ed

THE UNREWARDED SOLDIER.
From an Undesirable Citizen.

Mr. Editor: There was once a soldier
who was called upon to go to war. It was
a dangerous campaign, in which he en-
gaged at peril of his life, and it was wag-
ed for the annexation of a foreign terri-
tory. The soldier did not know whether
or not this territory would turn out to
be a desirable acquisition, or whether
the natives would be treated with justice
or with inhumanity once they were an-
nexed. Finally, however, he took serv-
ice with the government

It did not issue him any rations, al-
though in order that he might enroll he
had laid aside an honorable position
wherein he had a prospect of achieving
considerable success. In the very worst
of weather not even the poorest bar-
racks were furnished to him by the
state. When he was seen upon -the
streets, instead of a universal uncover-
ing of the head, some smiled and others
blushed to look at him. When his turn
of service was at an end, the country did
not pension him; it gave him no prefer-
ence on its civil service list, but instead
practically denied him government em-
ployment, claiming that his peculiar
make of uniform debarred him, no mat-
ter how well he had passed his examina-
tion for his work: and worst of all. it
turned out that the new territory was de-
cidedly not worth the having, being a
breeding-place for little else than revolu-
tions, and an especially strong, hardy
variety of mosquito. When the veteran
sought to regain his former place of of-
fice, he found it held down by another
man who had never been a soldier. On
election day he found himself without a
vote in the country of which he was sup-
posed to be a citizen.

Some time after this, the Imperator of
the Republic (sic) was delivering a har-
angue to the inhabitants. “My friends,”
said he, “l observe with the greatest
pain and distress that many of you show
no anxiety to enlist and- do your duty by
your Government. What is to become of
all of us if you thus shirk the task which
devolves upon you as good citizens?”

But a denizen of that country, who was
engaged in pleasant private enterprise,
was seen to shake his head quite doubt-
fully as he pointed to the discharged sol-
dier, who had meantime secured a posi-
tion in a department store at the luxuri-
ous stipend of $4.50 per week. “Now,
what | want to know,” said he, “is what
the government has done for that poor
soldier over yonder, to encourage any
others of us to enlist.”

BOB BURDETTE.
From John Hammes, lowa.

Friend Macdonald: Among many good
articles in The Truth Seeker, June 29,
is one on Bob Burdette. It reminded me
of his lecture on the dog years ago, be-
fore he went to the dogs himself. 1 have
more pity for him than contempt. Poor
Bob! he must have got to a place where
the road forks, toOk the wrong fdfk, ahd
lost his why, A fevivaiist is a cross be-
tween a dog biscuit and a porous plaster.
He has the objectionable features of
both and the virtues of neither; a relig-
ious fanatic, he thinks he can reform
the world by singing psalms and preach-
ing a doctrine of license to crime. To
make his poor dupes shell out their
dimes, he makes them doubt their own
reason and judgment that teaches them
that man shall suffer the consequences
of his own acts.

Poor Bob lost his own mind. A great
mind he had. He was a naturally gifted
orator, brilliant speaker, and humorist.

“DIRT CHEAP.” "
From W. H. Steen, Missouri.

Editor Truth Seeker.—Dear Sir: Please
find order for my renewal to the déat
old paper. | sometimes think the price
too high, but whén | take intd cansidéia-
tion the amount of useful information
and solid matter found in The Truth
Seeker and think of the great number
of fools that spend so much in the in-
terest of superstition, | make up my
mind that the paper is dirt cheap, so
let her come along for another year, for
it is like wine; it improves with age.
I don't remember just how long | have
been a patron of the paper, but 1 do
know that a great many of the “old
guard” have passed over to the other
side since | have been a reader.

I send a small order for books, and
hope that you may be able to fight Super-
stition for many years to COme.

THEY ARE AFRAID.
From Dr. Amds York, liiihois.

Editor Truth Baekér—My Dear Sir:
Yours at hand. Pleas© find renewal, in-
closed for the bést paper in America.
Its influence is feit in every home in
the country. Its influence has eaused
many changes in the free-sChool system,
for their élevatioh. it has caused tile
Christian to acknowledge that he has no
confidence in the dogmas he professes- to
believe.  They are afraid to read IL
They are afraid of the “Age of Reason,”
they are afraid to trust their own rea-
son. My Christian friends, why not be
as honest with your neighbor as you are
in your "closet”? Why don't you say
to him that to read Liberal literature will
destroy faith in Christianity, for 1 am
afraid there is nothing to it that will
stand criticism?

Mr. Editor, my health is’ very poor. |
have been confined to my home for near-
ly three years. This is the third time
I have renewed that | thought would be
the last

THE POPULAR STYLE PREFERRED.
From Chas. A. Egley, Missouri.

I made it a point a few years ago to
secure at least one new subscriber every
year. | have succeeded so far. This year
the prospects looked very dismal, but,
thanks to the stem fates, | got one just
in the nick of time.

Your paper is all right. 1 would not al-
ter it materially. 1 would suggest, how-
eyer, that | would print a little more cf
the kind of writings like that of John
Peck, L. K. Washburn and Dr. Roberts.
They write and speak in a plain, straight-
forward way; not too scientific or ab-
struse. Not all the readers of Ihe Truth
Seeker are able to understand or relish
abstract articles. The majority, | think,
prefer something in the “popular” style,
and it will be somewhat easier, | think,
to secure subscribers among the unscien-
tific.



However, | would not exclude the
purely scientific articles either, for many
of the subscribers do understand and
relish such articles, only I would have a
little more of the popular John Peck
style.

THE "SUBJECT UNSOLVABLE."
From "Bob White,"” New York.

To the Editor of The Truth Seeker—
Sir: | feel inclined to criticise Mr. J. R.
Perry for his “Subject Unsolvable” in a
back number of your paper.

To me the tenor of his remarks is
.not in keeping with the true spirit of a
“liberal mind."

Any subject is unsolvable to one who
persists in thinking there can be no
change, no improvement, no righting of
established wrong, and who continue to
argue on the same line of thought as do
some theologians, that “whatever is,
is right/” which is correct when applied
to nature in the physical world, but not
true, as history proves, as applied to man-
made laws in the social world.

However, let us thank our stars for the
“growlers” of the -past and bless them
for growling against existing conditions.
What of the fiery Martin Luther, when
all the world stood aghast at his impu-
dence? What of Patrick Henry, Washing-
ton, Jefferson and Lincoln?

Of course men are not all equally en-
dowed—any child could tell that. What
the Socialists are driving at is to do
away with the eruel doctrine of “the sur-
vival of the fittest” (or meanest) in the
social world by teaching that all men
should have equal opportunities; that is,
the opportunity to enjoy all the wealth
the workers create.

Because a few men have been endowed
by nature with a peculiar kind of brain
which enables them to so construct or
control the laws of the land, that they
are given the legal right to.monopolize
all those things which are. necessary to
sustain the life of the human family,
does not prove to any fair-minded per-
son that such men have the moral right
to "gobble” up the good things.

It is idle to discuss that phase of life
of those who live simply to gratify, the
animal that is In them. We think and
talk of the teeming millions who labor
and groan in order to bring to the feet
of the brainy men—the idlers—all the
good things that rightfully belong to the
workers.

“Men are better fed, housed, and
clothed, educated, work less hours, have
more comforts,” etc. Yes! some of them.
But in spite of the wonderful improve-
ments which a favored few enjoy we are
increasing in poverty: more beggars,
more paupers, more criminals, more ig-
norance—the ratio is appalling. When
there was no machinery to put labor on
the streets, there were no paupers ex-
cept among the *“animals.” Now, we
have the bread line, soup houses, free
milk, free ice. All men are not willing
loafers nor willing sensual animals; but
millions sink to that level because the
race for gold is only for the swiftest and
strongest, the vast army of mediocres are
left in the rear to die.

Machinery has placed labor on the
streets with empty stomachs, while the
owners of machinery pocket the savings.

Advertise for a man to-night, and
thousands are at.your door In the morn-
ing, willing, anxious to work. Yes! ma-
chinery has created more wealth, true;
but who has the wealth?

It is grievous to hear Mr. Perry say
“the talk is all bosh, worse than baby
talk.” No! No! it is a serious calamity,
a tragedy, that the human family should
be divided into two distinct classes—a
handful to have all the wealth they never
tolled for, and the great mass of hu-
manity forever struggling to keep life in
their bodies.

Is it not a fact that those who build
houses do not own them? they who make
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clothing go in rags, baker's children
never see cake, miners who dig coal for
the millionaire send their children out
to pick cinders, shoe-makers able to
build ten-dollar boots are satisfied to get
ninety-eight cent brogans, patched at
that? Yet brother Perry says the poor
have been equally benefited.

“So far as land is concerned there are
hundreds of millions of acres thatcan be
had for taking of it.” Ye gods!
Whore? Sure, there are, there are the
Bad Lands and the alkali deserts of Ne-
vada; beautiful crops of cactuses; there
are the Rocky mountains, huge crops of
stone; even the dismal swamps of the
Hackensack Meadows, within a stone’s

. throw of the greatest city of America,

acres upon acres, that no one can use,
are owned, and a price set upon them.
And there are the dismal swamps of
Florida and Virginia, the jungles of Afri-
ca, the Desert of Sahara, millions of
acres. | ask in all sincerity of Mr.
Perry, how far would an able-bodied man
get, with a wife and family, no money,
next month’s rent due and the grocer un-
paid? How far would he get if he should
rwant to take up some coal lands in Penn-
;sylvania or some timber lands in Ore-
mgon or Michigan or wheat and corn
fields in the rich and fertile country of
Dakota or Montana? How “far down in
the primitive life must he get in order
1to settle oh a barren strip of land, ten
jmiles from the nearest railroad, three
'miles from the nearest postoffice, a mile
from the nearest river, and dig a well
to China for drinking water. Splendid op-
portunities indeed, so far as land is con-
cerned.

Brother Perry says, land is not a free
thing like air and"water. Of course it
isn't. Just now. It was one time, but
somehow men of Mr. Perry’s cast of mind
seemed to feel, that some portion of the
earth’s crust was created especially for
them to the exclusion of all others; a
special providence ordained that certain
mtypes of brainy men had the divine rght
to own, control, parcel out and divide to
“their heirs or assigns” forever certain
portions of lands, etc.

It seems really too bad that brainy
men could not parcel out the air, the
water, and the sunshine—box it up and
boom for future generations at so much
per cubic foot.

I would advise Mr. Perry to study the
social problem a little longer. 1 am sure
he will find there is a solution in spite
of the many conflicting remedies advocat-
ed by the different schools of Socialists.
Study those points well and thoroughly,
and ask himself these questions: “What
is wealth? Who creates wealth? Who has
wealth?”

Is there not enough food and to spare,
raised by the farmer to feed every man,
woman, and child even to the loafer (the
loafer in the bar-room is no worse than
the loafer who dawdles his life away in
fashionable clubs drinking champagne).

Who gave the millionaire the right to
glut and loaf? What would become of
him if the half-starved millions of work-
ers stopped toiling?

Is there not enough coal mined and
to spare to give every widow and orphan
a fire to sit by? Is there not enough
lumber to build a home for everybody
to own and be sheltered without being
taxed to death to support the monopolist?

Does Mr. Perry know that while the
wealth created by labor amounts to ten
dollars per day per capita, the wage re-
ceived by labor is less than one dollar
per day? Will Mr. Perry tell us where
the nine dollars go to?

Does Mr. Perry honestly believe that
Mr. Rockefeller has the moral right (just
because he has brains,) to accumulate a
billion dollars of the wealth created by
labor and a product of the earth, which
product should be as free as water for
everybody?

I could go on ad infinitum, but will

close by saying, there is a solution to
the problem: If men, even Liberals,
would free their befogged minds of old
time and wornout ideas, and think honest-
ly and long on the many remedies of-
fered, some at least could be tried. For
instance, do away with the monopoly of
unused land, by placing the “single tax”
on land values; then see how quickly
land would be utilized by those who are
now landless.

Do away with taxes on everything we
eat, drink and wear; let us have our food
and clothing at its natural value.

Do away with that form of government
which can be “bought and sold like fish
in the market.” Let the people vote
what laws shall or shall not be. See
then how gnickly that vermin, the pro-
fessional politidian, will disappear, that
class of vampires who grow fat by sell-
ing the vote of the masses to the corpo-
rations for a “mess of pottage.” When
that has been established as a form of
government in place of the present cruel
system, we shall see the beginning of
the solution of the social problem.

IT IS HIS FAVORITE.

From W. W. Yamafl, Pennsylvania.

Mr. E. M. Macdonald-—Dear Sir: En
closed find ?3 for another year's sub
scription to the Truth Seeker, which is
one of the best papers published in this
or any other country, being wholly de-
voted to the best interests of humanity.
It speaks God's truth right out, unbiased
by fear or favor. | take six papers, and
I would rather part with all the rest than
with The Truth Seeker.

HEARTY RESPONSE.

From James Hamilton, New Jersey.

Editor of The Truth Seeker: Inclosed
find $10. Renew my subscription and
send the paper for a year to a new sub-
scriber. The remainder you may use in
the cause of Freethought as you see fit
I hope you will have no trouble in arous-
ing Freethinkers to send in the needful.

Death's Deathless Enemy.

Thére dwells one bright Immortal
the earth,

Not known of all men-
her not

Go IT_efnce iorgotten from the House of
ife,

Sons of oblivion.

To _her once came ]

Thaé aV\(/jfuI Shape which all men hold in
read,

And she with steadfast eyes regarded

on

They who know

im,

Withh heavenly eyes half sorrowful, and
then

Smiled, and passed by.
thou,” he cried,

“That lookest on me and art not ap-
palled: )

That seem’st so fragile,
Death?

Not thus do mortals face me!
thou?”

But she no answer
stood;

Awhile in holy meditation stood,

And then moved on thro’ the enamored

“And who art

yet denest
What art

made; silent she

air,
Silent with luminous uplifted brows—
Time's sister. Daughter of Eternity,
Death’s deathless enemy, whom ~ men
name Love. . .
—Thomas Bailey Aldrich.

Where Ignorance is Bliss.—Young_ In-
nocence: “Mama, the man who drives
the wagon here every morning must be a
mlghtg(1 good Christian.” .

Mother. “What makes you think so,
mx{ child?” .

oung Innocence: "Because, just now
he took a barrel of ashes and when he
lifted it over his head to put it into the
wagon, the barrel turned upside down
and the ashes spilled all over the man’s
face and down his clothes, and stuffed
his mouth and eyes; and the man didn’t
do anything but sit right down and just
talk to God about it."—The Bohemian..

Two Queries.

Him.—Why is it that a woman never
means half what she says?

Her.—Why is it that a man never says
half he means?
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THE HOLY CROSS SERIES

Priest In Absolution. A Criticism and
Denunciation, with a review of the sys-
tem of Confession, including copious ex-
tracts from a late Infamous publication,
from the Confessional Unmasked. Paper,
15 cents.

The Awful Disclosures of Marla Monk,
as exhibited in a narrative of her suffer-
ings during her residence of five years as
a novice, and two years as a black nun,
in the Hotel Dieu Nunnery, at Montreal.
Perhaps not any anti-Catholic book pub-
lished has created more excitement, and
had such a circulation as this work.
To counteract its effects the Catholics
circulated a story that Maria Monk was
“no better than'she should be,” but in-
vestigation disclosed that her “child of
shame” was none other than the child

of her priest seducer. Paper, 50 cents;
Cloth, 75 cents,

Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture
by the Rev. George Townsend Fox, of

Durham, Eng. Revised American edition,
showing the result in parishes of the
Roman decree that priests shall not
marry. Paper, 15 cents. )

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosure!
Respecting New Hall Convent, Boreham,
Essex, England.  Showing that convents
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and free-
dom. Paper, 10 cents.

The Confessional. By W. Stewart Rose.
Being an exposure of that Infamous re-
ligious rite. Price, 25 cents.

he Secret Instructions of the Jesuits.
Our reprint is from an edition of 1723, of
which the Society of Jesuits on the Con-
tinent purchased” and suppressed all the
copies obtainable. The work is redolent
of Jesuit craft and Is a plain index to the
chicanery, dishonesty, and underhand
working of that order against the welfare

of individuals and society. Price, 15
cents.
Fifty Years In the Church of Rome.

By Father Chinlquy. With portrait of tho
author, and other illustrations. 43d edi-
tion. 8vo, cloth, $2.25.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.
62 Vesey St, New York.

S. Laing’s Great Work

HUMAN ORIGINS

By Samuel Laing.

This Is a work that goes oack as near
to the beginning of things as study can
arrive, and traces man and his Institu-
tions from their origins. It Is in two
parts, "Evidence From History” and
'Evidence From Science.” Heretofore
the book has been obtainable only at a
high price. It has been republished in

pamphlet form.
Price, JO cents.

Address THhi TjkUTH KER,
62 Vesey St. New York.

RightLiving'

Ethics as Understood by a Student
of Science.

_Sixty chapters considering from a ra-
tional “view_ point those fair humanities
that make life worthy to be lived. It will
help everybody.

PRICE $1.00.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,

NEW EDITION FROM NEW PLATES!
HALF HOURS WITH SOM E

CELEBRATED
FREETHINKERS

BY ““ICONOCLAST”—COLLINS AND WATTS.
PRICE, CLOTH, .75 NET. POSTAGE, 14C.
ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER CO

A Few Reasons for Doubting tne
Inspiration ofthe Bible.

Paper, 10 cents.

BY ROBERT O. INGERSOLL.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.
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Christian Science
By MARK TWAIN

In this great work Mark Twain devotes
himself seriously and logically to a seri*
ous theme; the result is an earnest, pains-
taking, and impartial study of Christian
Science in all the details of its growth
and church organization.

This book is the result of years of care-
ful investigation of Mrs. Eddy’s cult and
writings, and of the church” which she
has founded. It is an honest effort to
answer seriously those questions which
the public generally has been asking
about Christian Science.

The reader will like the way Mark
Twain_goes Vigorously into details, writes
Plam n'g_lllsh, and gets to the bottom of
hings. He is equally frank with praise
or censure, as the case demands. And
while his book must be ranked as the
most serious and extended criticism of
the subject that has yet been made, it
is not without repeated tinges of humor
which make it, while instructive, also
deeply entertaining. Illustrated, Crown
8vo, Price 11.75. Uniform with Book-
store Edition of Mark Twain’s Works.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,
62 Vesey Street, New York.

France and the Pope

BY GENERAL WILLIAM BIRNEY.

A true statement of the causes which
have led to the separation law In France,
showing the falsity of the Catholic charge
of confiscation against the French Gov-
ernment.

M. Jusserand, the French Ambassador
at Washington, and others, have com-
mended, “FRANCE AND THE POPE,"
as the best and most satisfactory presen-
tation of the matter that has been writ-

tg[_n. You need it to understand the situ-
ation.

10 cents per copy. Per dozen, |1.00.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,,
62 Vesey Street. New York.

FRANCE AND
THE POPE.—2

BY (JBN. WILLIAM BIRNEY.

Published uniform with No. T

This is a reply to the legal argu-
ments coming under the author's
notice after No. | was written, and
deals with the utterances of the Ro-
man Catholic gentlemen, the Hon.
Morgan J. O’Brien, Edgar J. Gans,
Esq., Paul Bakewell, Esq., Professor
Dwight, and Paul Fuller, Esq., also
the speeches made by Judges O’Brien,
Daly, and Fitzgerald, and by the
Hon. J. Delany and John C. Agar,
Esq., at the Roman Catholic mass
meeting in New York City, January
27, 1907; also the Pope’s Encyclical
letter of January 6, 1907.

A complete and convincing answer.

PRICE 10 CENTS.
12 COPIES FOR $1.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

THE SIMPLE TRUTH

A clear and plain line of reasoning,

some advanced ideas on religion.
interesting to all, from the

preacher to the Atheist. .
For sale by the author, W. H. Rich-

Rﬂrgs, 1020 W. Baltimore St., Baltimore,
Price 10 cents.

mail, TO cents.
8t22.

30 JEWELS for 15 CENTS

Send for a package of Little Jewel Men-
ders, onl?; 5c. Mend agate, granite,
tin. No heat or outfit needed. Agents
wanted. A. P. Washburn, 948 E. 160th
street, New York city.

iXéB?K

One dozen copies by

The Truth Seeker.
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CHILDREN’S CORNER FOR ")

. Boys and Girls, -

YOUNG AND OLD.

°«(

Edited by MISS SUSAN H. WIXON,
Fall River, Mass.

“Between the dark and the daylight,
When the night is beginning to lower,

Comes a pause In the day’s occupations
That is known as the Children’s Hour.”

Indians at School.

In the extreme northeastern part of
Indian Territory is what is known as the
Quapaw Indian Agency. At this place on
a hill overlooking Lost Creek Valley is
the United States School for Indians.

In this school are the children of the
remnants of the tribes of Wyandotte,
Seneca, Shawnee, Ottowa, Modoc, Qua-
paws, Peorias and Miamis, to the num-
ber of 130. The school was establish-
ed many years ago by the Friends
Church. It has always been, says the
Kansas City Star, a place where the
hands as well as the mind were trained,
even after it passed from the control
of the Friends to the United States
Government.

At the commencement exercises this

year instead of a brilliantly lighted audi-
torium a platform built under the trees
was the scene of graduation.
Wright and Yvette Spencer gave a dem-|
onstration of the art of table setting.
This was followed by Ruth Stevens and
Rella Baldwin, who showed how to make
waffles.
were on
were eaten after they were made. When
they had finished Eva Jamison and

Hattie

The stove and waffle irons
the platform, and the waffles

Esther Crotzer washed the dishes, giv-
ing verbal instruction in the manner it
should be done.

Mabel Spencer and Effie Walker gave
an exhibition of that most abused of all
arts, bread making, and they had ex-
cellent success, even though they were
under the eyes of 200 critics, many of
them housewives who had been making
bread for many years. This was fol-
lowed by a demonstration of the way
to do a family washing by Daisy Hin-
man and lda Spicer. “From the mat-
tress up” was an exhibition of how to
make a bed correctly. The bed, the pil-
lows, pillow slips and the bed clothes
were at hand and put in place with
swift, sure touches by Myrtle Walker
and Ida Schrimpser, Indian girls
trained as housekeepers as well as in
literature.

When it came to the boys the most
interesting exhibition was the hitching
contest. There were three pairs of con-
testants.  Each pair of boys had a
wagon and team. Upon a signal the
boys unhitched the horses from their
wagons, took the harness off, tied both
horses with halters to the wagon wheels,
then harnessed up and hitched the
horses to the wagon again and started
off.  The contest was exciting and
close.

The pair of boys winning made the
remarkable time of two minutes for the
entire performance, and the next pair
was only a half minute behind. The
boys had been trained to the work and
their speed and deftness were a revela-
tion to their fathers, who had been ta-
king thirty minutes for the same work
all their lives. This was followed by
Charles Clark, who gave a practical ex-

ample of how to transplant cabbage
and tomato plants. He had the plants
and the soil on the platform with him.

There are no more pupils in the school
now than there were ten years ago.
The Indian children attend well.  The
industrial work particularly attracts
them. The Indian must have something
for his hands to do or you cannot keep
him in school.  The school owns and
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conducts its farm and garden, gives at-
tention to stock breeding and gardening
and has its own carpenter shop, built
by the students. The school manage-
ment attempts to divide literary and
industrial work about equally in the
school curriculum.

From Brown to Green.

When all the brown is turning green
The baby buds and leaves are seen;
They push their heads out, one by one,
And nod and smile to. greet the sun.

When all tne brown is turning green
The little birds their feathers preen;
They love the gomln?j of the spring,
And so they build and nest and sing.

When all the brown is turning green
Over the brook the bushes lean,
And dip their fingers in the_tide,
And scatter drops on every side.

A little child may love them all—

The buds, the brook, the birds that call,
And watch the sprln% come softly down
To change to green the eartn so brown.

And so | like to romp and play-
On such a warm and sunny day.

| feel as happy as a queen.
When all the brown is turnin (I:]reen!
ullough.

—Annie Willis Mc

Look Up.

It is actually true, believe it who can,
that there are middle aged people alive,
with two perfectly sound, clear-sighted
eyes, who do not know the ways or the
motions or the aspects of the stars over
their heads; and this despite the fact of
their harmonious, orderly behavior, their
punctual appearance in the sky at the
proper season and at the regular hours,
and their splendid, majestic whirl in
circles about the Polar Star.

Such folks miss all the serenity and
liberation of spirit that come from look-
ing up in June to the fair, bright Spica
and realizing that she (it is impossible to
explain why some stars are feminine
and some are not, but it is indubitably
true) is speeding at a white heat, at an
immeasurable distance, one of the most
rarefied and tenuous bodies in the sky,
while just above her lies a wonderful
double star, Gamma Virgo, one part glow-
ing red and the other green.

Spica herself used to be called by the
Arab's “the solitary one,” because her
position in the sky was apart from the
other bright stars. The nearest very
brilliant neighbor is Regulus, the handle
star in the summer sickle. This is one
of the most neighborly of stars, being
visible for eight months in the year; it
disappears about the end. of August, but
early in the November mornings it may
be seen again.

The summer stars are not quite so
brilliant and so dazzling as the winter
ones, but they are more easily observed;
and who fails to lie on his back on a
hillside one or two clear nights in sum-
mer to track their courses fails also to
establish one of the pleasantest and
friendliest of universal relationships.—
North American Review.

Mark Twain's First Money.

While traveling recently, according to
the New York Times, Mark Twain was
asked by a friend and fellow-passenger
if he remembered the first money he had
ever earned.

“Yes,” answered Mr. Clemens, puffing
meditatively on his cigar, “l have a dis-
tinct recollection of it. When | was a
youngster | attended school at a place
where the wuse of the birch rod
was not an unusual event. It
was against the rules to mark the
desks in any manner, the penalty be-
ing a fine of $5 or publie chastisement.
Happening to violate the rule on one oc-
casion, | was offered the alternative. |
told my father, and, as he seemed to
think it would be too bad for me to be
publicly punished, he gave me the $5. At
that period of my existence $5 was a
large sum, while a whipping was of little

consequence, and so—” here Mr. Clemens
reflectively knocked the ashes from
his cigar-r“Well,” he finally added, “that
was how | earned my first $5.”

Sir Frederick's Prescription.

The king of England’s famous surgeon,
Sir Frederick Treves, has this to say to
the rising generation. It comes from
one who knows:

“Boys, don’'t bother about genius, and
don’t worry about being clever. Trust
rather to hard work, perseverance, and
determination. The best motto for a
long march is: ‘Don't grumble. Plug
on.” You hold your future in your own
hands. Never waver in this belief.
Don't swagger. The boy who swaggers,
like the man who swaggers, has little
else that he can do. He is a cheap-jack
crying his own paltry wares. It is the
empty tin that rattles most. Be honest,
be loyal, be kind. Remember that the
hardest thing to acquire is the faculty
of being unselfish. As a quality it is one
of the finest attributes of manliness.
Love the sea, .the ringing beach, and the
open down. Keep clean body and mind.”

Obeying the Law*

A number of small North Delaware
street girls opened a lemonade stand at
the edge of the curb. The drink was
in a large glass pitcher with sliced
lemons floating appetizingly at the top.
One small girl, with a red crayon, had
lettered the word “artificial” and leaned
it against the pitcher.

“What's that for?” inquired a passer-
by.
“Pure food law,” said the* girls in
chorus.

“But why should you label it? Are
not the water, the lemons and the sugar
pure?”

“Yes.” L _an - 2

“Well, what’s artificial about It?”

“The ice.”—Indianapolis News.

Well, Never Mind.

Father—You are very backward in
your arithmetic. = When | was your age
I was doing cubic root

Boy—What's that?

Father—What! You don’'t even know
what it is? Dear me, that's terrible.
Here, give me your pencil.  Now, we'll
take, say, 1, 2, 3, 4, and find the cubic
root First you divide—no; you—Iet me
see—um—yes—no—well, never mind—
after all, perhaps you're too young to un-
derstand it.

The Candlefish.

The Indians of the Pacific Coast of
British Columbia use. a curious candle.
It is a little fish called the “eulachan,”
or “candleflsh.” It is not more than
an inch in length, and looks like a smelt.
It is richer in fatty material than any
other fish, and so makes a good substi-
tute for a candle. The Indians dry it,
when it will burn with a bright flame.
Sometimes they simply light it at the
tail, and sometimes they run a wick
through the body.

Divided.

“Johnny,” said his mother, severely,
"some one has taken a big piece of ginger
cake out of the pantry.”

Johnny blushed guiltily.

"Oh, Johnny!” she exclaimed.
didn’'t think it was in you.”

“I

“It an’t, all,” replied Johnny. "Part
of it’s in Elsie.”
June.
Gentle maidens graduate inithis month

from college, ]

Maidens who are scarce beyond the in-
teresting doll age.

Soon they’ll take this tough old world
by its horns and shake it—

Can they mix a pan of dough, and when
it's riz then bake it?
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man Sacrifice—Samson, the. Strong—Ruth and Boaz—Unstable as Water, God
Shall Not Excel—David, God’s Favorite—Some Stories From the Book of Kings
—Adventures of the Prophets—Jonah, the Truthful Sailor.

Four hundred pages—Two hundred Full-Page Pictures—The Stories Humorously
Told and Hard Facts Given concerning the Origin and Au-
thenticity of the Old Testament.

A Page of Text to Each Picture.
ILLUMINATED COVERS, $1;
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BY RETURN MAIL.

New Testament Stories Com-
ically Illustrated.

NEARLY 400 PAGES.
ABOUT 200 PICTURES.

These Pictures are the lllustrations which appeared in The Truth Seeker
and were highly commended for their wit and point. The Text is in chief part
by George E. Macdonald, most favorably known to readers of The Truth Seeker.
The Cover is from an original design by Ryan Walker, one of the best cartoon-
ists in the whole country.

Cloth covers, design in white and tint, $1.50. Board covers, Illluminated, $1.
The Book covers the New Testament from Matthew to Revelation,, and the
rincipal incidents in the careers of the “Son of Man” and his “army” are il-
ustrated in a humorous manner, accompanied with a Pac};e of text still_more
effective. Mr. George E. Macdonald possesses the delicate toucu of Mark Twain
and the quaint conceptions of Bill Nye, with a style all his own. A perusal
of this book cannot fail to destroy the suEerstitious regard for the New Tes-
tament now held by deceived Christians. The absurdity of the events narrated in
the Gospels, Acts, and Epistles is made apparent; and while there is nothing
in the work to offend by its “bIasphemK," there is a great deal which will con-
vince its readers that the religion of the New Testament is equally mytholog-
ical with the history 'of the Old Testament. The book combines amusement
with Instruction, like the “moral pocket handkerchiefs” Mrs. Weller's church

sent to the heathen.
CLOTH COVERS, $1.50; BOARD COVERS, $1.00.
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The Bible Comically Illustrated

THE FOREGOING TWO VOLUMES IN ONE.

About 800 pages and 400 pictures.

The Old Testament Stories is one of the most popular books ever issued, and
is well calculated tor serious argument and for ridiculing superstition. The quaint
conceits of Mr. Heston concerning the familiar Bible stories are productive of

reat mirth, and the facts given in the texts easily convince the reader that
the Old Testament is not of divine origin. To see this book is to want to own
it. Ten thousand sold. ) . . )

The New Testament Stories Comically Illustrated is a companion work, of
the same size, and what Is said of the other volume applies equally to the New

Testament Stories. . .
For convenience of readers we have combined the two and offer It at the price

of the others separately.
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A BOOK FOR THINKERS.
Eternity of the Earth.

Electricity the

Universal Force.

BY DANIEL K. TENNEY.

A CONSIDERATION OF THE QUESTION WHETHER THE UNIVERSE IS

COOLING OFF,

WHETHER THE EARTH

IS ETERNAL, OR

WHETHER OUR NATURAL LIGHT AND HEAT PROCEED
AS SUCH FROM A RED HOT SUN, CURRENT THE-
ORIES' EXAMINED IN AN ATTEMPT TO DIS-
CLOSE THEIR FALLACIES AND TO AP-
PROACH THE FACTS.

-CHAPTER |.—Criticism of Current Cosmic Theories—Age of the Earth as Shown
by Geology—The Nebular Hypothesis Explained—Theory as to Sun-

light and Heat.

CHAPTER IL—The Hypothesis of Ether Criticised—Sunlight and Heat Shown to
be Visionary—Heat and Cold are Concurrent Forces of Nature.

CHAPTER HI.—The Nebular Theory Discredited — Spectrum Analysis — Some
New Astronomical Visions—What Geology Suggests — Evolution
Does Not Build Suns and Planets—Internal Heat Caused by Grav-

itai Pressure.

e

CHAPTER IV.—Celestial Bodies Operate as Dynamos—Sunlight and Heat Se-
cured by tne Interchange of Electro Magnetic Currents—Was the

Universe Ever a Chaos?

A HANDSOMELY PRINTED WORK

OF 105 PAGES. CLOTH BOUND.

PRICE 75 CENTS.

Bild35al AN 1Yo,

BEING

AND THEIR PARALLELS
IN OTHER RELIGIONS;

A

Comparison of the Old and .New Testament Myths and Miracles with
those of Heathen Nations of Antiquity.

CONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND HEANING.

It is a perfect Encyclopedia on the
subjects treated, containing a Vvast
amount of out-of-the-way knowledge not
accessible to the majority of readers,
and all the objections to the dogmas of
Christianity one is likely to encounter,
grouped under appropriate heads- No
author has struck harder blows at the
Christian religion. It is the most import-
ant Biblical criticism that has ever ap-
peared, being the result of many years of
study of the religions of antiquity. It is
thoroughly reliable, every fact being veri-
fied by copious notes and authorities.

Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL said:
“This work demonstrates the fact that
there is nothing new or original in Chris-
tianity; that its maxims, miracles, and
mistakes, its doctrines, sacraments, and
ceremonies, were all borrowed; that its
virgin mothers, miraculous babes, courier-
stars, crucifixions, resurrections, and as-
censions, were familiar things hundreds
of years before the founder of Christian-
ity was born. It shows that all the ma-
chinery of the supernatural has been in
active operation for countless genera-
tions; that all the nations of antiquity
had iboe the 3a**ne religious experience,
and substantially agreed as to the cor-
rectness of about the same mistakes. Ca-
tholicism administered on the estate of

Sixth Edition: Large 8vo, cloth, 614 pages, $2.50;

WITH NUILIEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS

. Paganism, and appropriated most of the

property to its own use. Christianity fur-
nished new steam for an old engine. Fa-
| bles, like most other things, wear out
land have to be patched, gilded, or re-
placed.

“The author of ‘Bible Myths’ has suc-
ceeded in showing that our Bible Is not
the great central fire giving light to the
world, but a collection of candles and
tapers and sparks borrowed by the
‘chosen people’ from those whom Je-
hovah, according to the scriptures, had
left in the darkness of nature.”

Rev. M. J. SAVAGE says: “To me, the
volume is worth twenty times its cost.”

THE BOSTON COMMONWEALTH
says: “Here we have evidence upon evi-
dence that there is- no myth, legend, su-
pernatural occurrence, doctrine, rite or
ceremony recorded in the Bible which
cannot be paralleled in some ancient rec-
ord centuries older than the page on
which the same thing is narrated In the
Hebrew and Christian scriptures. We
confess we are curious as to how the
orthodoxies of the Christian world will
greet this book. We more than suspect
that they will not greet it at all, but will
be content to pass it by in fearful silence.”

half morocco,

mottled, $5.
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 6a Vesey Street, New York, N. Y_

Philosophy

of Ingersoll

TO PLOW IS TO PRAY
TO PLANT IS TO PROPHESY

AND THE

HARVEST

ANSWERS AND FULFILS

Selections from the lectures and writings of

ROBERT O.

INGERSOL L

With a Biographical Sketch of the Author

Edited and arranged by
VERE GOLDTHWAITE

Handsomely printed on Alexandra deckle-edge paper.

Bound in heavy Bjornson

boards, with buckram back and gilt top

Price, postpaid, $ 1.65.

In flexible Spanish leather, Boxed, $3.15

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 62 Vesey St, New York.
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Christian Science
By MARK TWAIN

_Tn this great work Mark Twain devotes
himself seriously and logically to a seri-
ous theme; the result is an earnest, pains-
taking, and impartial study of Christian
Science in all the details of its growth
and church organization.

This book is the result of years of care-
ful investigation of Mrs. Eddy’s cult and
writings, and of the church™ which she
has founded. It is an honest effort to
answer seriously those questions which
the public generally has been asking
about Christian Science.

The reader will like the way Mark
Twain _goes Vigorously into details, writes

lain English, and géts to the bottom of
hings. He is equally frank with praise
or censure, as the case demands. And
while his book must be ranked as the
most serious and extended criticism of
the subject that has yet been made, it
is not without repeated tinges of humor
which make it, while Instructive, also
deeply entertaining. Illustrated, Crown
8vo, Price LI.7b. Uniform with Book-
store Edition of Mark Twain's Works.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,
62 Vesey Street, New York.

France and the Pope

BY GENERAL WILLIAM BIRNEY.

A true statement of the causes which
have led to the separation law in France,
showing the falsity of the Catholic charge
of confiscation against the French Gov-
ernment

M. Jusserand, the French Ambassador
at Washington, and others, have com-
mended, "FRANCE AND THE POPE,”
as the best and most satisfactory presen-
tation of the matter that has been writ-

ten. You need It to understand the situ-
ation.

10 cents per copy. Per dozen, 21.00. .

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,
62 Vesey Street, New York.

FRANCE AND
THE POPE.—2.

BY OEN. WILLIAM BIRNEY.

Published uniform with No.

I*

This is a reply to the legal argu-
ments coming under the author’s
notice after No. ! was written, and
deals with the utterances of the Ro-
man Catholic gentlemen, the Hon.
Morgan J. O’Brien, Edgar J. Gans,
Esq., Paul Bakewell, Esg., Professor
Dwight, and Paul Fuller, Esq., also
the speeches made by Judges O’Brien,
Daly, and Fitzgerald, and by the
Hon. J. Delany and John C. Agar,
Esg., at the Roman Catholic mass
meeting in New York City, January
27, 1907; also the Pope’s Encyclical
letter of January 6, 1907.

A comolete and convincing answer.

PRICE 10 CENTS.
12 COPIES FOR SI.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

THE SIMPLE TRUTH

A dear and plain line of reasoning,
'me] some advanced ideas on religion.

eepK interesting to all, from the
preacher to the Atheist. ]
For sale by the author, W. H. Rich-

al\t/lrgs. 1020 W. Baltimore St, Baltimore,
Price 10 cents.

) One dozen copies by
mail. TO cents.
St22

30 JEWELS for 15 CENTS

Send for a package of Little Jewel Men-
ders, onIK 5c.  Mend, agate, granite,
tin  No heat or outfit needed. Agents
wanted. A. P. Washburn, 94? E. 160th
street, New York city.
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CHILDREN’S CORNER FOR

 Boys and Girls,

YOUNG AND OLD.

.I
!
<> D

Edited by MISS SUSAN H. W1XON,
Fall River, Mass.

“Between the dark and the daylight,
When the night is beginning to lower,

Comes a pause In the day’s occupations
That is known as the Children’s Hour.”

Indians at School.

In the extreme northeastern part of
Indian Territory is what is known as the
Quapaw Indian Agency. At this place on
a hill overlooking Lost Creek Valley is
the United States School for Indians.

In this school are the children of the
remnants of the tribes of Wyandotte,
Seneca, Shawnee, Ottowa, Modoc, Qua-
paws, Peorias and Miamis, to the num-
ber of 130. The school was establish-
ed many years ago by the Friends
Church. It has always been, says the
Kansas City Star, a place where the
hands as well as the mind were trained,
even after it passed from the control
of the Friends to the United States
Government

At the commencement exercises this

year instead of a brilliantly lighted audi-
torium a platform built under the trees
was the scene of graduation.  Hattie
Wright and Yvette Spencer gave a dem-
onstration of the art of table setting.
This was followed by Ruth Stevens and
Rella Baldwin, who showed how to make
waffles. The stove and waffle irons
were on the platform, and the waffles
were eaten after they were made. When
they had finished Eva Jamison and
Esther Crotzer washed the dishes, giv-
ing verbal instruction in the manner it
should, be done.

Mabel Spencer and. Effie Walker gave
an exhibition of that most abused of all
arts, bread making, and they had ex-
cellent success, even though they were
under the eyes of 200 critics, many of
them housewives who had been making
bread for many years. This was fol-
lowed by a demonstration of the way
to do a family washing by Daisy Hin-
man and lIda Spicer. “From the mat-
tress up” was an exhibition of how to
make a bed correctly. The bed, the pil-
lows, pillow slips and the bed clothes
were at hand and put in place with
swift, sure touches by Myrtle Walker
and Ida Schrimpser, Indian girls
trained as housekeepers ah well as in
literature.

When it came to the boys the most
interesting exhibition was the hitching
contest. There were three pairs of con-
testants. Each pair of boys had a
wagon and team, Upon a signal the
boys unhitched the horses from their
wagons, took the harness off, tied both
horses with halters to the wagon wheels,
then harnessed up and hitched the
horses to the wagon again and started
off. ~ The contest was exciting and
close.

The pair of boys winning made the
remarkable time of two minutes for the
entire performance, and the next pair
was only a half minute behind. The
boys had been trained to the work and
their speed and deftness were a revela-
tion to their fathers, who had been ta-
king thirty minutes for the «ame work
all their lives. This was followed by
Charles Clark, who gave a practical ex-

ample of how to transplant cabbage
and tomato plants. He had the plants
and the soil on the platform with him.

There are no more pupils in the school
now than there were ten years ago.
The Indian children attend well.
industrial
them.

him fn school.

The
work particularly attracts
The Indian must have something
for his hands to do or you cannot keep
The school owns and
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conducts its farm and garden, gives at-
tention to stock breeding and gardening
and has its own carpenter shop, built
by the students. The school manage-
ment attempts to divide literary and
industrial work about equally in the
school curriculum.

From Brown to Green.

When all the brown is turning green
The baby buds and leaves are seen;
They push their heads out, one by one,
And nod and smile to. greet the sun.

When_all me brown is turning green
The little birds their feathers preen;
They love the gomlng of the spring,
And so they build and nest and sing.

When all the brown is turning green
Over the brook the bushes lean,
And dip their fingers in the_tide,
And scatter drops on every side.

A little child may love them all—

The buds, the brook, the birds that call,
And watch the sprln% come softly down
To change to green the eartn so brown.

And so | like to romp and play

On such a warm and sunny day.

| feel as happ%/ as a_queen.

When all the brown is '_[urnlng ?Ireen!
—Annie Willis McCullough.

Look Up.

It is actually true, believe it who can,
that there are middle aged people alive,
with two perfectly sound, clear-sighted
eyes, who do not know the ways or the
motions or the aspects of the stars over
their heads; and this despite the fact of
their harmonious, orderly behavior, their
punctual appearance in the sky at the
proper season and at the regular hours,
and their splendid, majestic whirl in
circles about the Polar Star.

Such folks miss all the serenity and
liberation of spirit that come from look-
ing up in June to the fair, bright Spica
and realizing that she (it is impossible to
explain why some stars are feminine
and some are not, but it is indubitably
true) is speeding at a white heat, at an
immeasurable distance, one of the most
rarefied and tenuous bodies in the sky,
while just above her lies a wonderful
double star, Gamma Virgo, one part glow-
ing red and the other green.

Spica herself used to be called by the
Arab's “the solitary one,” because her
position in the sky was apart from the
other bright stars. The nearest very
brilliant neighbor is Regulus, the handle
star in the summer sickle.  This is one
of the most neighborly of stars, being
visible for eight months in the year; it
disappears about the end. of August, but
early in the November mornings it may
be seen again.

The summer stars are not quite so
brilliant and so dazzling as the winter
ones, but they are more easily observed;
and who fails to lie on his back on a
hillside one or two clear nights in sum-
mer to track their coarses fails also to
establish one of the pleasantest and
friendliest of universal relationships.—
North American Review.

Mark Twain** First Money.

While traveling recently, according to
the New York Times, Mark Twain was
asked by a friend and fellow-passenger
if he remembered the first money he had
ever earned.

“Yes,” answered Mr. Clemens, puffing
meditatively on his cigar, “l have a dis-
tinct recollection of it When | was a
youngster | attended school at a place
where the wuse of the birch rod
was not an unusual event It
was against the rules to mark the
desks in any manner, the penalty be-
ing a line of $5 or publie chastisement
Happening to violate the rule on one oc-
casion, | was offered the alternative. |
told my father, and, as he seemed to
think it would be too bad for me to be
publicly punished, he gave me the $5. At
that period of my existence $ was a
large sum, while a whipping was of little

consequence, and so—" here Mr. Clemens
reflectively knocked the ashes from
his cigar—“Well,” he finally added, “that
was how | earned my first $5."

Sir Frederick** Prescription.

The king Of England’s famous surgeon,
Sir Frederick Treves, has this to say to
the rising generation. It comes from
one who knows:

“Boys, don’t bother about genius, and
don't worry about being clever. Trust
rather to hard work, perseverance, and
determination. The best motto for a
long march is: ‘Don’t grumble. Plug
on.” You hold your future in your own
hands. Never waver in this belief.
Don't swagger. The boy who swaggers,
like the man who swaggers, has little
else that he can do. He is a cheap-jack
crying his own paltry wares. It is the
empty tin that rattles most Be honest,
be loyal, be kind. Remember that the
hardest thing to acquire is the faculty
of being unselfish. As a quality it is one
of the finest attributes of manliness.
Love the sea, .the ringing beach, and the
open down. Keep clean body and mind.”

Obeying' the Law-

A number of small North Delaware
street girls opened a lemonade stand at
the edge of the curb. The drink was
in a large glass pitcher with sliced
lemons floating appetizingly at the top.
One small girl, with a red crayon, had
lettered the word *“artificial” and leaned
it against the pitcher.

“What's that for?” inquired a passer-
by.
“Pure food law,” said the” girls in
chorus.

“But why should you label it?  Are
not the water, the lemons and the sugar
pure?”

"Yes.”

“Well, what's artificial about 1t?”

“The ice.”—Indianapolis News.

Weil, Never Mind.

Father—You ars very backward in
your arithmetic. When | was your age
I was doing cubic root

Boy—What's that?

Father—What! You don’t even know
what it is? Dear me, that's terrible.
Here, give me your pencil. Now, we'll
take, say, 1, 2, 3, 4, and find the cubic
root First you divide—no; you—Ilet me
see—um—yes—no—well, never mind—
after all, perhaps you're too young to un-
derstand 1t

The Candlefish.

The Indians of the Pacific Coast of
British Columbia use- a curious candle.
It is a little fish called the “eulachan,”
or “candlefish.” It is not more than
an inch in length, and looks like a smelt
It is richer in fatty material than any
other fish, and so makes a good substi-
tute for a candle. The Indians dry it,
when it will burn with a bright flame.
Sometimes they simply light it at the

tail, and sometimes they run a wick
through the body.
Divided.

“Johnny,” said his mother, severely,
“some one has taken a big piece of ginger
cake out of the pantry.”

Johnny blushed guiltily.

“Oh, Johnny!” she exclaimed.
didn’t think it was in you.”

“I

“It an't, all,” replied Johnny. ‘Tart
of it's in Elsie.”
June.
Gentle maidens graduate in this month

from college, .

Maidens who are scarce beyond the in-
teresting doll age.

Soon they'll take this tough old world
by its horns and shake it—

Can they mix a pan of dough, and when
it's riz then bake it?
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A BOOK FOR THINKERS.

Old Testament Stories Comically Eternity of the Earth.

BY RETURN MAIL.

Illustrated.

By WATSON HESTON.

CONTKNTTti
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New Testament Stories Com-
ically lllustrated.

NEARLY 400 PAGES.
ABOUT 200 PICTURES.
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_ The Book covers the New Testament from Matthew to Revelation,, and the
rincipal incidents in the careers of the “Son of Man” and his “army” are il-
ustrated in a humorous manner, accompanied with a page of text Still_more
effective. Mr. George E. Macdonald possesses the delicate toucn of Mark Twain
and the quaint conceptions of Bill Nye, with a style all his own. A perusal
of this book cannot fail to destroy the SUEeI‘StItIOUS_ regard for the New Tes-
tament now held by deceived Christians. The absurdity of the events narrated_ in
the Gospels, Acts, and Epistles is made apparent; and while there is nothing
in the work to offend bK its ‘_‘b_IasphemK,” there is a great deal which will con-
vince its readers that the religion of the New_ Testament is equally mytholog-
ical with the history ‘of the Old Testament. The book combines “amusement
with instruction, like the "moral pocket handkerchiefs” Mrs. Weller's church
sent to the heathen.
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THE FOREGOING TWO VOLUMES IN ONE.

About 800 pages and 400 pictures.

~ The OIld Tastamant stories is one of the most popular books ever issued, and
is well calculated for serious argument and for ridiculing superstition. The quaint
conceits of Mr. Heston concerning the familiar Bible stories are productive of
reat mirth, and the facts given in the texts easily convince the reader that
the Old Testament is not of divine origin. To see this book is to want to own
it. Ten thousand sold. . ) ) )
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Electricity the

Universal Force.

BY DANIEL K. TENNEY.

A CONSIDERATION OF THE QUESTION WHETHER THE UNIVERSE It

COOLING OFF, WHETHER THE EARTH

18 ETERNAL, OR

WHETHER OUR NATURAL LIGHT AND HEAT PROCEED
A8 SUCH FROM A RED HOT SUN, CURRENT THE-
ORIES EXAMINED IN AN ATTEMPT TO DIS-
CLOSE THEIR FALLACIES AND TO AP-
PROACH THE FACTS.

-CHAPTER |.—Criticism of Current Cosmic Theories—Age_of the Earth as Shown
by Geology—The Nebular Hypothesis Explained—Theory as to Sun-

light and Heat

CHAPTER 1l.—The Hypothesis of Ether Criticised—Sunlight and Heat Shown to
be Visionary—Heat and Cold are Concurrent Forces of Nature.

CHAPTER LWl.—The Nebular Theory Discredited — Spectrum Analysis — Some
New Astronomical Visions—What Geology Suggests — Evolution
Does Not Build Sung and Planets—Internal Heat Caused by Grav-

itai Pressure.

CHAPTER IV.—Celestial Bodies Operate as Dynamos—Sunlight and Heat Se-
cured by tne Interchange of Electro Magnetic Currents—Was the

Universe Ever a Chaos?

A HANDSOMELY PRINTED WORK OF 105 PAGES. CLOTH BOUND.
PRICE 75 CENTS.
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IN OTHER RELIGIONS ;

A

Comparison of the Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles with
those of Heathen Nations of Antiquity.

CONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND

It is a perfect Encyclopedia on the |

subjects treated, containing a vast

iTEANING.

WITH NUIIEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS

Paganism, and appropriated most of the
property to its own use. Christianity fur-

amount of out-of-the-way knowledge not nished new steam for an old engine. Far
accessible to the majority of readers, |bles, like most other things, wear out
and all the objections to the dogmas of |and have to be patched, gilded, or re-

Christianity one is likely to encounter,
grouped under appropriate heads- No
author has struck harder blows at the
Christian religion. It is the most import-
ant Biblical criticism that has ever ap-
peared, being the result of many years of
study of the r_ell?lons of antiquity. It is
thoroughly reliable, every fact being veri-
fied by copious notes and authorities.

Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL said:
“This work demonstrates the fact that
there is nothing new or original in Chris-
Manity; that its maxims, miracles, and
mistakes, its doctrines, sacraments, and
ceremonies, were all borrowed; that its
virgin mothers, miraculous babes, courier-
stars, crucifixions, resurrections, and as-
censions, were familiar things hundreds
of years before the founder of Christian-
ity was born. It shows that all the ma-
chinery of the supernatural has been in
active operation for countless genera-
tions; that all the nations of antiquity
had iboaf the seme religious experience,
and substantially agreed as to the cor-
rectness of about the same mistakes. Ca-
tholicism administered on the estate of

placed.

“The author of ‘Bible Myths' has suc-

| ceeded in showing that our Bible is not
| the great central fire giving light to the
| world, but a collection of candles and
tapers and sparks borrowed by the
‘chosen people’ from those whom Je-
hovah, according to the scriptures, had
left tn the darkness of nature.”

Rev. M. J. SAVAGE says: “To me, the
volume is worth twenty times its cost.”

THE BOSTON COMMONWEALTH
says: "Here we have evidence upon evi-
dence that there is no myth, legend, su-
pernatural occurrence, doctrine, rite or
ceremony recorded in the Bible which
cannot be paralleled in some ancient rec-
ord centuries older than the page on
which the same thing is narrated In the
Hebrew and Christian scriptures. We
confess we are curious as to how the
orthodoxies of the Christian world will
gﬂreet this book. We more than suspect
that they will not greet it at all, but will
be content to pass it by in fearful silence.”

Sixth Edition: Large Svo, doth, 614 pages, $2.50; half morocco,

mott

led, $5.

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 62 Vesey Street, New York, N. Y

Philosophy

of Ingersoll

TO PLOW IS TO PRAY
TO PLANT IS TO PROPHESY

AND THE

HARVEST

ANSWERS AND FULFILS

Selections from the lectures and writings ol

ROBERT O.

INGERSODbDb

With a Biographical Sketch of the Author
Edited and arranged by
VERE GOLDTHWAITE

Handsomely printed on Alexandra deckle-edge paper.

Bound in heavy Bjornson

boards, with buckram back and gilt top

Price, postpaid, $ 1.65.

Address THE TRUTH @BUWKWW CO.

In flexible Spanish leather, Boxed, $3.15

62 Vesey St, New York.
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THE TRUTH SEEKER
COLLECTION

OF

FORMS AND CEREMONIES FOR
THE USE OF LIBERALS

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED

CONTENTS:
Forms for Organization,

Articles of Association,

Demands of Liberalism,

Thirteen Principles,

invocations,
Marriage Services,
The Naming of Infants,
Funeral Services,

Funeral Services, Spiritualistic,
Obituary Notices,
Thoughts on Life and Death,
Epitaphs,
Sentiments and Toasts,
How to Get up a Lecture,
Freethought Readings.

While this Is the title of a book for-
merIP/ issued, the present edition Is prac-
tically a new work. We have prepared
It to meet the demand for something
which shall aid Liberals, on all occa-
sions, to do the proper thing, and particu-
larly to provide funeral forms, so that
Liberals and Spiritualists may conduct
these sad ceremonies without the assist-
ance of Wemally trained speakers and
writers. e have omitted from this vol-
ume the bulky collection of hymns, since
better ones, set to music, can be had In
the "Cosmlan Hymn Book," and have ad-
ded a great deal from the best literature
of Freethought on the subject of death,
with several forms and addresses which
have been used with much satisfaction.

PRIDE - - - - - 25 CENTS.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO,,
62 Vesey Street, New York City

The Priest, the Woman
and the Confessional.

The Confessions of Mothers. Sisters

and Brothers
Over Forty Thousand Already aolA

BY FATHBB CHINIQDY.
Author of "Fifty Years In the Church of Borne."

The work la conceded by the ?ulp_it and press
of the country to be the Dbest authority .upon the
confessional. " Its author has done good service
In the cause of Protestantism, and he speaks from
a personal experience in the workings of the Bo-
man Catholic Church, where he held high position

CONTENTS.

. The Struggle Before the Surrender of Wom-
anly Self-respect In the Confessional. .

I1. Auricular Confession la a deep pit of perdition
for the priest. .

I11. The Confession Is the Modern Sodom.

IV. How_ the vow of celibacy is made easy by
Auricular Confession. )

V. The ngr\lll\}/-educated and refined woman In the
Confessional—What becomes of her after her un-
conditional surrender—Her Irreparable ruin.

VI. Auricular Confession destroys all the aaered
*les of marriage and human society.

VII. Should ~Auricular Confession be tolerated
among civilized nations? . .

VIII. Does Auricular Confession bring peace to
the soul? . .

IX. The Dogma of Auricular Confession a sac-
rilegious Imposture. . .

. oome of the matters on which the priest of
Borne must question hie penitente.

Sent to any address @ |
on receipt of price, ® 1

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER

nn

Self-Contradictions of
the Bible.

144 Propositions embodying the most pal-
pable and striking self-contradic-
tions of the Bible. With
a Summary.

COMPILED BY W. H. BURR.
Paper, 15 cents.

ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER.

CONFUCIUS

HIS LIFE
and
MORAL AXIOMS,

with likeness of the great Chinese phi-
losopher

By Marcenus R. K. Wright.
ONLY COPY IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Price, 25 Cents.

Address THB TKUTH SEEKER CO
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HAECKEL'S

Gems of Thought.

Today is your day and mine, the only
day we have, the day in which we play
our part.—David Starr Jordan.

_Success is full of promise till men get
it; and then it is last year's nest from
which the bird has flown.—H.
Beecher.

I find the great thing in this world is
not so much where we stand as in what
direction we are moving.—Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes.

| Shall Make A Brave Death.

I shall make a brave death,
Spite of hell and all

I shall with my parting breath
Hold pale fate in thrall.

I shall make a brave death,
Stand thou by and see,
How old comrade life and |

Can part Compeﬂﬁobert Loveman

Carlyle had a sort of contempt for art.
He pursued inartistic reality for three
score of his years, and found it a skele-
ton. Then, when too aged and weak to
pursue it further, a fair lady, a pure ar-
tist, came to see him, sat with him, and
one day brought her easel. She covered
her pallette with a chaos of colors; then
made her canvas a similar pretty chaos.
Then the old man beheld his features
growing out of that chaos. He looked
into his own eye. It was mystical.” He
smiled as if once more a child—M. D.
Conway.

O ye loud Waves! and O ye Forests

high!
And.gO }/e Clouds that far above me
soared! o
Thouk rllsmg Sun! thou blue rejoicing
sky!
Yﬁayelverything that is and will be
ree!
Bear witness for me, whereso’er ye

be,
With what deep worship | have still
adored o .
The spirit of divinest Liberty.
——Coleridge.

“He (SH_uxIey) said he had not been
bothered in early life about Bible-read-
ing as a duty, and (_:onseglLuentIy used
to enjoy the Bible stories. This may ac-
count for Huxley's concession that the
Bible might be read in the public
schools. His Freethinking friends were
distressed by this, but when | spoke of
it to Leslie Stephen, he said, “What
made us Freethinkers? Why, reading
the Bible.” Nevertheless, consider
that the great mistake of Huxley’'s life,
and | have heard that he himself so
considered it in later years—M. D.
Conway.

. Says Fra Albertus:
Give us this day our daily work.
We_ Dbest redeem the past by forget-

tinEq it )
verything done in haste has to be
done over again.

Churches so far have not put in sug-

gestion boxes—only poor boxes.

_ The disadvantage of regarding relig-
ion as a good police system is that it
mellkes that kind of a’ religion perpet-
ual.

Any man who looks to doctors and
medicine to make him well, and keep
him well, is headed for the monkey
house.—The Philistine.

| dr\c;\[?pec? my pen; and listened to the
In
That sang of trees uptorn and vessels

tost—
A midnight harmony; and wholly lost

To the general sense of men by chains
confined

Of business, care, or pleasure; or re-
signed

To timely sleep. Thought I, the im-
_passioned strain,

Whlfh_, without aid of numbers, | sus-
ain,

Likef_aé:ceptation from the Wbrld will
ind.

Yet some with apprehensive ear shall

drink

A dlrget devoutly breathed o’er sorrows
ast;

AndEto the attendant promise will give
eed—

The rq[phecy,—like that of this wild
ast,

Which, while it makes heart with sad-
ness shrink,

Tells also of bright calms that shall

succeed.
—Wordsworth.

LAST WORDS

on EVOLUTION

A POPULAR RETROSPECT AND 8UMMARY.

BY ERNST HAECKEL.

Translated from the Second Edition by Joseph McCabe.

With three plates and

Haeckel's latest Portrait.

PRICE CLOTH, $1.00 NET

CONTENTS:—Introduction.

Preface.

Chapter 1.—The Controversy about

Creation; Evolution and Dogma; Plate I.; Genealogical Tree of the Vertebrates

Chapter IL—The Strugg

Vertebrate-Stem; Plate 11.. Skeletons of Five Anthropoid Apes.

le over our Genealogical Tree; Our Ape Relatives and the

Chapter

The Controversy over the Soul; The Ideas of Immortality and God; Plate LL.: Em-

bryos of Three " Mammals. A
Periods; Man's Genealogical

Half; .
nation of Genealogical Table I.

pendix.—Evolutionary Tables: Geological Ages ana
n's G ree—First Half; Man’s Genealogical Tree—Second
Classification of the Primates; Genealogical Tree of the Primates; Expla
Postscript.—Evolution and Jesuitism.

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY
PUBUSHERS

«2 Veeey Street

Riddle of the Universe

New York City

At the Close of the Nineteenth Century

By PROF. ERNST HAECKEL,
WITH PORTRAIT OF THE AUTHOR.

This is an English translation of Professor Haeckel’s magnificent work “‘Die Weltrath-

eel-.

The main strength of the book lies in a terse and telling summary oi scientific

achievements of the nineteenth century in their relation “to the riddle of the universe.” Dr.
Haeckel has a world-wide reputation, and it will be.generally conceded that this, probably
his last great work, is a supreme and masterly effort.

Price, $1.50.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

The Wonders of Life

A Popular Study of Biological Philosophy

A supplementary volume to “The Riddle of the Universe”

By ERNST.HAECKEL

The enormous success attained by Pro-
fessor Haeckel's earlier volume, “The
Riddle of the Universe,” has led him to
put forth another volume, which takes
up in detail many biological questions
only cursorily touched upon in the other

Post 8vo, Ornamented Goth» Gilt Top, $1.50*

work. The present volume is confined
to the realm of organic science,: and
treats of “The Knowledge, Nature, Func-
tions, and History of Life.” Professor
Haeckel's Interesting and illuminating
writings need no comment

Postage 11 cents.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

A NEW

CATECHISM

BY M. MANGASARIAN.

“A New Catechism” has enjoyed a re-
markable sale both in America and Eng-
land. George Jacob Holyoake, in his in-
troduction to the English edition of “A
New Catechism,” says:

“A New Catechism” is the boldest, the
brightest, the most varied and informing
of any work of the kind extant. The
principal fields of human knowledge,
which the churches have fenced around
with supernatural terrors, the Catechism
breaks into, cherishing what is fair and
showing what is deformed. The notes,
of which there are many, both ancient
and contemporary, are as striking as the
txet The book Is a cyclopedia of theol-
ogy and reason in a nutshell..

‘The author of this Catechism shows
%)od judgment in devising questions.

nswers without parade or pretension
come quickly and decisively, often includ-
ing unforeseen information, which has the
atfraction of surprise. The answers do
not dra% along like a heavily-laden team,
but flash like "a message of wireless teleg-
raphy, unhampered, unhindered, oyer
oceans of new thought. As suits the
celerity of the age, these answers are ex-
pressed with Dbrevity. Prodigality la
words impoverishes the giver "and de-

praves the taste of the receiver. Mr. Man-
gasarian. like Procion, conquers with few
men and convices with few words.
There is no better definition, says Lan-
dor, of a great captain or a great teach-
er."

Prof. C. S. Lalsant, one of the foremost
mathematicians of the College of Paris,
in the Revue Philosophique, says this of
"A New_Catechism:-"

“Admiration is_too feeble a word to
express my opinion of “A New Cate-
chism.” . . . Itis a marvelous manu-
al of rationalist philosophy and scientific
morality. To disseminate this work is
to aid the cause of European democr\a/\cP/
—the emancipation of the people. e
congratulate the French people for the
opPortunlty to read so beautiful and be-
neficent a ‘work.” ]

The New York Outlook, a semi-ortho-
dox_ publication, Lyman Abbott’s paper,
criticised “A New Catechism” by saying
that its author, Mr. Mangasarlan, “was
guilty of bald literary falSehood.” This
Started a_ correspondence between Mr.
Mangasarian, and the editors of The Out-
look.” In his pamphlet, “Orthodox At-

‘tacks,” Mr. Mangasarlan has published

the correspondence of his answer to The
Outlook. Eve_rP/one _ordering “A New
Catechism” will receive free, a copy of
this pamphlet

Price, Cloth, One Dollar
Address THE TRUTH 8EEKER.



Men, Women and
Gods

and Other Lectures
BY HELEN H. GARDENER
Introduction by Robert G. Ingersoll

The first lecture gives the title to the
book, the second is on “Vicarious Atone-
ment,” and the third on "Historical Facts
and Theological Fictions.” All are keen,
vigorous attacks on the Christian church

forms of theology. Her leading purpose
is to show that women, of all persons,
should least support the Bible and the
churches which hold it in reverence. The
first lecture is a scathin% denunciation
of the Old Testament as the sum of all
cruelty and brutality toward woman, and
she makes up a startling strong case from
the pages of the book itself. The second
lecture arraigns_vicarious atonement as
an_inexcusable injustice in_itself, weak-
ening and corruPtmg in its influence, like
indiscriminate alms-giving,'and points out
that it is not peculiar to Christianity,
but is found in some_form in every re-
ligious system known in history. But the
lecturer’s strongest work is done in the
third lecture, where her purpose is to
show that our civilization is in no sense
based upon Christianity, and that the
Christian religion has especially not con-
tributed to the elevation of woman in any
respect. In support of her view she
uotes largely from Sir Henry Maine,
showing among other things that the po-
sition of woman in Roman law and _usa_cge,
before the introduction_of Christianity,
was in advance of what itjs even now in
some respects, and that the tendency of
the canon (church) law was invariably
to force her back into the degradation
from which she had been rescued. b){ a
long and painful evolution. In this lec-
ture, too, she answers the question as
to what she would substitute for the sanc-
tions of ChI’IStIanItP/, and shows that
morals are not at all based in or depend-
ent upon religion, certainly not on Chris-
tianity, since the so-called “golden rule,"
the highest principle of morality, ante-
dates Christianity a thousand years.

Cloth, $1. Paper, 50 cents

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,,
62 Vesey St., New York.

A NEW, SUMPTUOUS AND
ARTISTIC EDITION OF THE

AGE OF REASON

Printed as a Presentation Edition,
With Special Cover Design in Coion.

Features of the Work t

It is a reprint of the first Paris edi-
tion printed in English. It contains
Paine’s own account of his Arrest in
Paris, not found elsewhere. It contains
an Index and Chronological Notes on

Paine’s Life. It contains reproductions
of all the authentic Pictures of Paine,

with a Photogravure of the celebrated
Romney Portrait. It contains large half
tones of the House presented to Paine

by the State of New York, in which he
lived at New Rochelle, and of the Mon-
ument and surroundings, together with
Scenes at Yorktown, Pa., Pictures of the
Places in Paris* where he lived, taken
specially for this edition under the super-
vision of Dr. Moncure D. Conway, and
other Illustrations.

The edition is from new plates made
from new type, with_ large face. The
book is 9x6% inches in size, printed on
antique wove paper, with special rough
finish for this volume. The pictures are
printed on the finest plate paper, inset
and tissued. The cover design, also pe
culiar to this edition, is rich in colors
and gold.

Part | is a Teprint of what Dr. Mon-
cure D. Conway calls a “strange and
probably unique" copy, the discovery of
which enables the world to have, for the
first time, Part |. of the “Age of Rea-
son," exactly as Paine composed it.
Printed on™ antiqgue wove paper, large

octavo, wide margins, gilt edge. The
finest and most accurate of all
editions.

Price postpaid, 12.
Address THE* TRUTH SEEKER CO.
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Not for

Couldn't, Be Worsen—"He plays better |
than he sings." )

"Oh, have you heard him play?”

“No, but I have heard him sing."— |
Harper’s Bazar.

A Ringing Speech.—Edyth: "You ought
to have heard Mr. Huggin's ringing
speech last night.”

May: “Why, | wasn't aware that he
could” make a speech.”

Edyth: "Well, I can't repeat the
speech but | can show you the ring.”—
London Tit-Bits.

Lay or Lie>—“Which is correct," asked
a summer boarder who wished to air his
knowledge, “to speak of a sitting hen or
a setting hen?”

‘T don't know,” replied the farmer’s
wife, “and what’s more | don’t care. But
there’s one thing | would like to know;
when a hen cackles, has she been laying,
or is she lying?”

The Missionary From Michigan.
There was a missionary
Who went from Mich.
With tracts to make more tractable
The savage heathen man.
Alas, the missionary—
The tale’s too sad to pen!
He'll go, that missionary,
From narYNMlch. ]
—Woman’s Home Companion.

His Own Business.—Cittiman: “Look
here, sir, didn't you warrant the horse
you sold me yesterday to be without

fault?” ]
David Haram: “Yes; ain’t he?”
Cittiman: “No, sir, he is not; he in-
terferes.”

David Harum: “Wai, | don't see as
you hev any reason fur complainin’ about
that. He don’'t interfere with anybody
but himself, does he?”—Lippincott’s.

Sure Way to Cure Fits.—“Moike!”
“What is it, Pat?” ]
“Shposin’ Oi was to have a fit?”

“And yez had a pint of whisky?”

“Would yez kneel down and put the
bottle to me lips?”

“Oi would not.”

“Yez wouldn't?”

“No. Oi could bring yez to yer fate
quicker by standin’ up in front of yez
gnd dhrinkIn’ it meself.”—London* Tit-
Its.

~She Couldn't Miss IL—A yeung mar-
ried couple were returning from their
honeﬁmoqn trip on a sleeping-car. Dur
ing the night when the train was running
slowly over some still, mountainous coun-
try, a soft feminine voice told John that
she wanted a drink of water.
“All right, dear,” replied John. *“The
cooler is only a step down the aisle.”
“But how shall | know which berth is
ours when | come back?” she asked
timidly. ) )
“I will stick my foot out in the aisle,”
said John, “then you can't miss it.”
When she came back there was a
large-sized foot sticking out of ever
berth in the aisle.—Ladies’ Home Journal.

Legal Advice.—“It's this way," ex-
lained the client. “The fence runs be-
ween Brown’s place and mine. He

claims that | encroach on his land, and
| insist that he is trespassing on mine.
Now, what would you do, if you were
in my place?” )

“If"1 'were in your place,” replied the
lawyer, “I'd go over and give Brown a
cigar, take a drink with him, and settle
the controversy in ten minutes. But, as
things stand, 1 advise you to sue him
by all means. Let no arrogant, dom-
ineering, insolent pirate like Brown
trample on your sacred rights. Assert
your manhood and _courage. | need the
money.”—London Tit-bits.

_A Clear Claim.—An official of the Pen- |

sion Office at Washington offers the fol-
lowing excerpt from an especially amus-
ing letter received from a claimant for
pension: )

“The way | ghot my_war ingery was
a-ketchin of a hog. "The hog were a
sow hog and our capten wanted her for
forage. ~We was chasin’ the sow, and
she crawled threw a hoal in a rale fense
—it were a big hoal, and | thot | were
above the size of the hog and tried to
crawl threw, but | stuck, and trying to
wigle out | throde the rales off and one
hit' me on my hed and nocked my sense-
less. | do not think the sow had nothing
to do with my line for duty for I did not
ketch the hog. Wich she never were
caught”

July 20, 1907
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Parsons. Standard FreethoughtBooks

The Truth Seeker has acquired the last lot of books remaining of the inves-
tigator stock. They are standard works, and should be in every Freethinker’s Li-

brary. The list is a3 follows:

HUME’S ESSAYS.

A large octavo volume, 282 pages, bound in cloth. The contents are:

Sketch of Hume’s Life, b
Author's last Illness. The

An

Of the Different Species of Philosophy.
Of the Origin of Ideas. Of the Associa-
tion of ldeas. Skeptical Doubts. Skep-
tical Solution of These Doubts. Of Prob-
ability. Of the ldea of Necessary Con-

DIS8SERTATION ON THE PASBS8IONS.

Ssays are:

Himself; aletter from Adam Smith, describing the

Inquiry Concerning Human Understanding.

neetion. Of Liberty and Necessity. Of
the Reason of Animals. Of Miracles. Of
a Providence and Future State. Of ths

Academical or Skeptical Philosophy.

Four sections.

AN INQUIRY CONCERNING THE PRINCIPLES OF MORALS.

Of the General Principles of Morals

Of Benevolence. Of Justice. Of Politi-
cal S(_)Cle%. Why Utility Pleases. Of
Quialities Useful to Ourselves. Of Qual-

ities Immediately Agreeable to Ourselves.

Of Qualities Immediately Agreeable to
Others. Concernl_n% Moral Sentiments.
Of Self-Love. With Regard to Justice.
Of Some Verbal Disputes.

A DIALOGUE. THE NATURAL HISTORY OF RELIG ION

. That Polytheism Was the Primary Re-
ligion of Men. Origin of Polytheism. Va-
rious Forms of Polytheism. Allegory,
Hero Worship. Origin_of Theism from
Polytheism. Flux and Reflux of Polythe-
ism_and Theism. Comparison of these
Religions, with Regard to Persecution

With Regard to Cour-
1 With Regard to Rea-
son or Absurdity. With Regard to Doubt
or Conviction. = Impious Conceptions of
the Divine Nature in Popular Religion of
Both Kinds. Bad_Influence of Popular
Religions on Morality.

and Toleration.
age or Abasement.

ESSAYS ON SUICIDE, AND THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL.
DIALOGUES CONCERNING NATURAL RELIGION.

Pamphilus to Hermippus.

The price of this Book, postpaid, Is JI.50.

QUEEN MAB.

Percy Bysshe Shelley’s Most Famous Poem, With Notes.

bound. Price, 56 cents.
Extract from the Book:

The name of God
Has fenced about all crimes with holi-
ness,
Himself the creature of his worshipers,
Whose Rames and attributes and passions
change:
Siva, Bu_ddﬁ, Foh, Jehovah, God, orLord
Elven with the human dupes who build
his ahrines.
Still serving o’er the war-polluted world,
For desolation’s watch-word; whether

oste

Stain his death-blushing chariot-wheeli,
as on

Triumphantly they roll, whilst

raise
A sacred hymn to mingle with the groans;

The volume contains a notice of Shelle

Notes to the Poem fill flfty-five pages.

12mo,, 120 Pages. Cloca

Or countless partners of his power divide
His tyranny to weakness; or the smoke
Of burning towns, the cries of female
helplessness, ]

Unarmed old age, and youth, and infancy.
Horribly massacred, ascend to heaven

In honor of his name; or, last and worst.
Earth groans beneath Rehglon’s iron age,
And priests dare babble of a God of

Peace, . ]
Even whilst their hands are red with

guiltless blood .
Murdering the while, uprooting every

erm
Of t[ugn, exterminating, spoiling all,
Making the earth a slaughter-house!

by the American publishers, and the
ueen Mab is a rare poem, and every

Freethinker will find it repays reading and re-reading.

The D egesis.

Being a Discovery of the Origin,
Evidences, and Early History of Chris-
tianity, Never Yet Before or Else-
where so Fully and Faithfully Set Forth.

By the Rev. Robert Taylor, A. B., M. R.
C. S. Written in Oakham Jail, England,
In 1828-29. Large octavo, 440 pages, doth
bound; price, $1.50. . There is an Immense
amount of information in tills work, and
there is no other like it. The Rev. Rob-
ert Taylor was called the “Modern Apos-
tate,” "and “Devil's Champion.” hen
he graduated from St. John's College,
Cambridge, he was complimented by the
Master of the College as an honor to the
University. He was ordained by the

Bishop of Chichester, and until 1818 offici-
ated as curate at Midhurst. Becoming
convinced that Christianity is untrue, ha
preached heretical sermons, and was sev-
eral times prosecuted for blasphemy, his
last sentence being a year in Oakham
jail. He was also forcéd to give secur-
ity for good behavior for five years. The
contents of this book occupy three pages
of fine print.  Mr. Taylor covered an
enormous amount of historical ground,
and though his opponents scoffed at him
they never could impeach the effective-
ness and thoroughness of his work. He
takes in all that was known to the sehol

ara_of his time, and seta it forth in the
plainest and most vigorous English.

The System of Nature, or the Laws of the Moral
and Physical World.

BY BARON D’HOLBACH.

A new_ and improved edition, with
Notes by Diderot Translated for the first
time by H. D. Robinson. Two volumes in
one. Large octavo, 449 pages. The price
is $1.50. "Baron D’'Holbach was born in
1723. He was an intimate associate of
the celebrated French Encyclopedists,
and_a contributor to the first Encyclo-
pedia. He was the author of forty-five
works, but this is the most important of
them all. Volume 1. contains twent%/-
nine chapters; Volume [, twelve, with
an Appendix of twenty-nine more. The

subjects treated cover a vast range, and
comprise the mast important of all ques-
tions to man’s intellectual development.
The book is one for all time for those
who think upon the great problems of
the universe. He covers much the same
ground that Hume does, and it is inter-
esting to compare these two philosophers.
Though reasoning differently in some
minor points, they agree in the most im-
portant one—that no system of super-
natural religion is beneficial to man.

THE TRUTH SEEKER, 62 Vesey Street, New York City.

History of the First Council

of Nice.

A WORLD'S CHRISTIAN CONVENTION
A. D.» 325.

With a Life of Constantine.

BY DHAN DUDLEY.
Price, paper, aS cental ClotA, SO enota

THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS

Not Adapted to Modern Civilization.

WIth the true character of Mary
Magdalene.

By G. W. Brown, M. D.
Third Edition Revised and Enlarged

PRICE 15 CENTS.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 6®.
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News of the Week.

Manufacturers in Havana will raise
the pay of the striking cigar makers and
add the increase of cost to the price of
cigars.

_Mayor Eugene E. Schmitz, of San Fran-
cisco, convicted of extortion, was sen-
Eel?cegl to five years in the penitentiary,
uly 8.

Mrs. Victoria Morton of Bellport, Long
Island, brought suit for divorce on the
round of her husband’s “cruel and in-
uman snoring.” The Supreme Court de-
nied the sufficiency of the complaint.

.The defense has put in all of its testi-
mony in the Haywood case, now on trial
at .Boise, ldaho. The witnesses denied
the particulars of Orchard’s testimony.
The state is now adducing evidence In
rebuttal. 1

The Council of Ministers at St. Peters-
burg has empowered the Ministry of Mar-
ine to include yearly in the estimates $15,-
500,000, from 1908 to 1911 inclusive, for
the construction of warships and their
armament and for torpedoes and guns.

The native newspapers of Manila in
the Philippines are attacking the Admin-
istration and Commissioner Trinidad de
Tavera for permitting the use of Gov-
ernment vessels in the Progressist po-
litical campaign in the southern islands.

On July 10 the deposits in the Bowery
Savmgs ank, this city, reached a total
of $1,000,000, which is .unprecedented in
the history of savings institutions. The
increase is attributed to a subsidence_ of
the “surburban real estate speculative
fever.”

13,

A new Texas statute effective July
doubles the price of “shooting irons” be-
cause it gives the state half of the total
amount for which a dealer sells a re-
volver. The result is the dealers have
to double the price. The law is intended
to hamper “pistol toting.”

The news%pers report “Misery in the
Home of a Woman M. P.” The woman
involved is a member of the Finnish
Diet, and the complainant is her hus-
band, who says she does not give him
money enough_to live on, although her
official salary is $75 a month.

At the celebration of the achievement
of French liberty in Paris last Sunday a
man fired two shots at President Fal-
lieres, but his aim was bad and nobody
was hit. It is not known whether the
man is an “anarchist,” a Catholic, or an
alcoholic victim with a disordered mind.

A Japanese army officer was arrested
in San Diego, Cal., July 11, for making
drawings of the fortifications of Fort
Rosecrans, and locked up pending the ar-
rival of instructions from- Washington.
As the Japanese had committed no
crime, Washington had no instructions
to give.

Mrs. William Thaw, the mother of Har-
ry EL Thaw, now awaiting his second
trial for killing Stanford White, has sold
for about $2,000,000 some coal lands in
Westmoreland County, Pa., which by the
will of her deceased husband were not to
be disposed of except in case of absolute
necessity.

The Wisconsin Senate has passed the
two-cent fare bill as amended by the
'House. The Pennsylvania Railroad has
begun suit to prevent the city of Philadel-
phia from collecting fines or otherwise
enforcing the provisions of the Pennsyl-
vania two-cent law when it becomes op-
erative on October 1.

The Democratic joint legislature cau-
cus of Alabama on July 10 unanimousl
nominated former Congressman John H.
Bankhead for United States Senator to
fill the vacancy caused by the death of
Senator Morgafi. This s better for
Bankhead than filling the vacancy caused
by the election of Hobson to Congress.

By order of the Board of Health a
large gospel tent in Jersey City was
taken down last week and the evanﬂel-
ists dispossessed of the premises. They
had been keeping up a shouting until a
late hour of the night, so that nobody

in the neighborhood could sleep, and
would not reduce the volume of noise
when requested to do so.

Admiral Baron Yamamoto, who was

Japan’s minister of the -navy during the
Russian war, is now in America. He
says concerning a possible war between

Japan and this country that the Japan-

ese are not thinking as some jingo Ameri-

cans are talking and wrltlng, and that
ac

the sending of a fleet to ,the ific is an
affair of this country’s and not of his.
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An autopsy in London shows that the
death of Mrs. Grace Hancock, wife of a
former Chicago clergyman, who was ar-
rested on suspicion of poisoning her,
was due to other causes. The husband,
the Rev. Walter Swinburne Hancock,
was assistant dpa_stor of St. James’ Epis-
copal church, Chicago. 1895-1896, but lost
the place by spending too much time
with disreputable women.

A pension of $750 a year has been
granted Ouida, the novelist, by the Brit-
iIsh government. Ouida’s real name is
Louisa_de la Ramee, and she is of Eng-
lish birth. From her writings she
realized vast sums of money, but did not
know how to take care of it, and Iatterl?/
has been living in poverty in a small
Italian village. ~She Is 78 years old and
in broken health. Her pen name, Quida,
is her childish pronunciation of Louisa.

The American flag which floated over
Fort McHenry, near Baltimore, in 1814,
during the bombardment of that city by
the British, and which prompted Francis
Scott Key to compose “The Star Span-
gled Banner,” was received at the Nation-
al Museum in Washington, Julg 9, and
ﬂlaced in a glass case for exhibition. It

as been lent to the government by its
owner, Eben Appleton of New York. The
flag is so old and tom that it had to be
reenforced with a canvas backing. It is
28 by 30 feet

King Edward of England has granted a
free pardon to Col. Arthur Lynch, who
was convicted of treason in 1903 for
fighting against the British in South Af-
rica. He was sentenced to death, but
this was commuted to imprisonment for
life. In January, 1904, he was released
on license. This_did not remove his dis-
gualification to sit in Parliament, nor his
other disabilities. The pardon wipes out
all of these, and the Colonel may take
the seat in Parliament to which he was
returned by the electors of County Gal-
way, Ireland, while he was fighting Eng-
land in the Boer war.

Mark Twain has said good-bye to Eng-
land and taken his departure. “Almost roy-
al” honors have been paid him. The Brit-
ishers have had a good deal of fun over
the coincidence that the Ascot gold cup
was stolen while he was at the races and
that the Irish crowntjewels disappeared
during his visit. Professor Boyce of the
Liverpool University, invited to meet
Mark at a banquét, regretfully wrote:
“The sudden disappearance of my coun-|
try’s _*e_welry following so rapidly upon
the li tlnf} of the Ascot cup compels me
reluctantly to forego a good dinner and
the company of an incomparable expert.

I will have my watch.”

The Munich Post repeated some time
ago statements made in the Reichstag
regarding alleged murders and cruelties
to natives committed when Dr. Refers
was governor of German East Africa.
Peters sued the newspaper for libel and
the editor of the paper -was condemned
a few days ago to pay a fine of $125 or
go to jail for fifty days and to pay the
cost of the proceedings. The editor ap-

$10.00 BOOK for $1.00.
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A rollicking, jovial book of travel is W.
A. Croffut's “Folks next Door.” The
first of the book describes a ramble along
the Atlantic coast in a yacht, going as
far as Montreal; afterwards he goes to
Cuba, Yucatan, and then zigzags in Mexi-
co. His description of Panama is very
timeI%/, as from it one can get a good idea
of what the United States are up_against
in the canal now being dug. While wait-
ing for the chicken-pie dinner to be done
on the old farm in Connecticut the doc-
tor discovered the secret of perennial
youth, and has added an account of it to
the book. He also reprints his recent
poems, including “St. Peter's Mistake,”
and others published in The Truth Seek-
er and daily papers. Altogether, he has
given us nearly four hundred pages of
wit and wisdom and there is not a dull
one in the lot. He went fishing for cod
off Cape Cod, robbed lobster traps, saw

whales, which were very like clouds, off
the coast of Maine, hunted swordfish,
loafed among the Bluenoses, went down
to the “vexed Bermoothes,” saw pink
r;1)_|gs in the blue sea around Cuba, made
imself familiar with the people and their
religion, found out how the Mexicans
live, and why, found out about their hab-
its, and tried to find their morals, rakes
up Spanish misdeeds for God's sake; de-
scribes the peons, and a trip over the
Andes; wandered up among the Toltec
ruins, investigated the land system of
Mexico, and discovered that Eden was
once at the North Pole. There is, be-
sides, a great deal of information_  con-
cerning Mexico. The whole book is-the
witty, wise and cynical journal of one
who is not deceived by outward show,
but accepts it all as a part of the enter-
tainment, with inunite good nature and a
desire to see more.
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pears to have proved his case, but the
court held that Peters had acted in ac-
cordance with what he believed to be
his rights as imperial commissioner.
The affair has become a burning ques-
tion of part politics and promises to ab-
sorb for a long time the attention of
Germany and to awaken considerable
interest elsewhere in a similar way, if in
a less degree, to the Dreyfus case in
France.

A number of influential. women of Lon-
don have been for some time organizin
a movement to improve the somal_,.le%a,
and industrial status of women in the
United Kingdom. They propose to es-
tablish a women’s congress, to which a
qualified woman from each parliamentary
constituency will be _ap()jpomted. The
congress will meet periodically to dis-
cuss and frame recommendations regard-
ing all laws affecting women’s welfare
and submit them to the government of
the day. One of the objecCts will be “to
make it possible for women’s views to be
represented authoritatively instead of
leaving their representation in the hands
of a small but noisy minority, who call
attention to themselves by unseemly con-
duct.” It is proposed to steer a middle
course between the woman suffragists
and the anti-woman suffragists, and in
the words of the secretary ‘“voice the
views of the enormous majorllgy of Eng-
lishwomen, who do not desire Parliament
to try to enfranchise them, but who
recognize the CQ/mg need of reform.”
Every trade and profession ’in which
women are emplo¥ed will be represented
in the congress, the motto of which will
be “dignity, sympathy, and truth.” The

radual fading of these “respectables”
rom public view will be watched with-
out much interest.’

Wanted.—Respectable lady’s correspon-
dence. Address O. Johnson, Box .35,
Missoula, Mont.

VWARK !

The Elgin and Waltham’ Watch Cos.
have indirectly declared war on John 0.
Duober of the Hampden Watch Co. and
smaller competitors. By continually re-
ducing prices they hope to drive out
competitors or force them into a Trust.
John C., many times a millionaire,- but
who_employs Union Labor only—will
not join them in their nefarious scheme.
He prompt% meets all reductions made

e

by the older companies, until now
watches -are actually sold far_ below
value. Note the latest quotations; 23

jeweled "Sp’l. Ry” $26; “Ndw R'y”, 23
J.wis.  $20; John Hancock,” 21 ~jwls.,
$16.50, or "Dueber W. Co.” 21 jwls., only
$15. Above all in silverine sCrew case,
in 20 year gold-filled case, $3 more.
Above new from factory and guaranteed
to_pass R’y inspectors. ]

he 17 jeweled Hampden, adjusted,
$8; 17 jwls. not adjusted, $7; 15 jwls. $6;
7 Jwis. $4.50. In 20-year gold-filled case
$3° more. All prepaid with _guarantee.
Buy now! When this war is over you
will pay 30 per cent more.

OTTO WBTTSTEIN,
Lagrange, Cook Co., ll.

Prose Poems
and Selections

BY ROBT. G. INGERSOLL.
A Handsome Quarto, Containing

Over 400 pages. The book
Is designed for, and will be
accepted by, admiring friends

as a rare personal souvenir.
CONTENTS:

At- a Child’s Grave. Benefits for -In-
juries. We Build. Tribute to the Rev.
Alexander Clark. The Grant Banquet.
Apostrophe to Liberty. A Tribute to John
G. Mills. The Warp, and—Woof:--- The
Cemetery. Originality. Then and Now.
Voltaire. Lazarus. What is Worship?
Humboldt. God Silent. Alcohol. Auguste
Comte. The Infldell Napoleon. The Re-
public. Dawn of the New Day. Reform-
ers. The Garden of Eden. Thomas Paine.
The Age of Faith- Origin of Religion.
The Unpardonable Sin. The Olive Branch.

Free Will. The King of Death. The Wise
Man. Bruno. The Real Bible. Benedict
Spinoza; The First Doubt. The Infinite

Horror. Nature. Night and Morning. The
Conflict. Death of the Aged. The. Char-

i\tﬁ/ of Extravagance. Woman. The Sécred
yths. Inspiration. Re|I?IOUS Liberty of
the Bible. The Laugh of a Child. The
Christian Night. My Choice. erlzy? Imaﬁ-
ination. ~ Science. ~ If Death Ends All.
Here and There. How Long? Liberty.
Jehovah and Brahma. The Free Soil. Life.
Tribute to Henry Ward Beecher. Tribute
to Courtlandt Palmer. The Brain. The
Sacred Leaves. Origin and Destiny. What
if Poetry? My Position. Good and Bad.
The Miraculous Book. Orthodox Dotage.
The Abolitionists. Providence. The Man
Christ. The Divine Salutation. At the
Grave of Benjamin W. Parker. Fashion
and Bea_utK. Apostrophe to Science. El-
izur Wright. The Imagination. No Re-
specter of Persons. Abraham Lincoln.
he Meaning of Law. What is Blas-
hemy? Some Reasons. Selections. Love.
he Birthplace of Burns, Ida Whiting
Knowles. "Art and Morality. Tribute to
Richard H. Whiting. Mary H. Fiske.
Horace Seaver. The Music of Wagner.
Leaves of Grass. Vivisection. The Re-
public of Mediocrity.

Boards, gilt top, $1.50.

Address The Truth Seeker Company,
62 Vesey Street, New York, N. Y.

Inertia the Only Force

Gravitation Nota Pull, but a Push
BY CLARENCE C. GATES

Price, 15 cents
Address TH» TRU'JH SEEKER,



