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THE ONE WHO WAS NOT.

Jesus Christ Not a Person but a Personification,
and Unknown to History as a Man.

.,.Is the. story of Jesus of Nazareth or Bethle-’
herir a-uiyth?

What is a myth?

Webster says it is “an allegory, religious or
historical, of sPontaneous_ growth and popular
origin, generally involving some superhuman
claim or power.”

The Century Dictionary says it is “a tradi-

tional story in. which.the operations of natural
forcés and occurrences in human history are rep-
resented as the actions of living human_beings,
or of imaginary superhuman beings acting like
men.” It might be added that myths are general-
ly accretions in ear.ly ages of the world either
before the. dawn .or beyond the domain of ac-
curate history. )
invention Iik'g'an %iﬂgng*’%l.l)é.aar(é%?er.]sc\(}g?y'gﬂmarr,‘
indeed, the myth has a nebula of fact in the ac-
tions of some hero, and upon these the fancies
of admirers or worshipers are superimposed.
Jupiter, Ulysses, Typhon, Osiris, Venus, Apollo,
are endowed with the exaggerated attributes of
human beings and are but an expression of-the
efforts of the human mind" to "account for physical
phenomena. The miracle workings of St. Lon-
ginus,St. Veronica, Faust, Tannhauser, Albertus
Magnus, Paracelsus, Theophilus, are myths out-
grown from folklore with a basis of truth.

Let us h'ope that we have arrived at a .plane
of intellectual development where we can per-
cieve that all the gods equally with all the demi-
gods and colossal heroes of antiquity were
originally remarkable men, or mosaics composed
of- parts of different remarkable men pieced
together', and that all the tales that have been
told about them arid repeated' through the cen-
turies are simply-the'facts of human life, exag-
gerated, amplified, confused and sometimes
elevated by the imaginations of pious devotees.

Some Fabulous Characters.

There is a myriad of prevalent myths and in-
credible traditions about person? who probably
in fact existed. Such are the myths about Alex-
ander, about Darius, about Tamerlane, about
Confucius and Zoroaster, about King Arthur and
Charlemagne, about Mahomet, about the Caesars,
about the Incas, about'Rameses Il'and Ptolemy
Soter. Indeed, tlie myths which embody the
most, wonderful attributes -sprang up spontane-
ously and exist in different parts of the-world
under different names. Hercules, Samson,
Theseus, and Goliath were thé same personifica-
tions of physical prowess in four different na-
tions—they fought with and conquered'lions, anfl
two of them were subdued by .women. Under

still other names muscular superiority is per-
sonified in ancient Mexico, Peril, China, ah,d the
islands of the sea. William Tell has. been demon-
strated to be a myth, not only by the .fact that
the tyrant Gessler is shown to be an imaginary
being, and .that the records of the time nowhere-
harmonize with the story, but that, at least three
other William Tells defying the tyrant and put-
ting their sons in jeopardy, have been found in
different parts of the world under other names.

BY W. A. CROFFUT, Ph. D.

iThe Tokey of Scandinavian legends was the
William Tell, of thé north. So Jonah and his
remarkable voyage was the Phenician myth of
Hesione, reappearing in the same land under an-
other name. So when Joshua made the suri
stand still in the valley of Ajalon.he but repeated
the feat of his great predecessor in. the valley
of the Euphrates. The Indians of America have
a story of-their own ancient time boasting how
that a thousand men were miraculously fed with
a single loaf of bread. Aaron has turned the
walking stick intg a snake in many lands, and
Job lia§ cursed., his. birthday and “scraped -his-
boils with broken pottery by the Hoang Ho,' by
the ancient temples in Yucatan, and in the is-
lands of the Pacific.

Sources of Heroes and Messiahs.

We must, not forget that 3,000 years ago
everything was supernatural.  Nothing Was
understood. Mystery confronted man at every
step. All the phenomena of nature were produc-
ed by cherubs; seraphs, spirits, ghosts, incubi,
succubi, vampires, elves, sylphs, gnomes, .pixies,
fiends, naiads. The wind was the breath of- in-
ferior gods. Clouds were assembled and dis-
persed by sprites. Angels opened the windows
in the firmament to let it rain and in clear
weather busied themselves by pushing planets
and stars and moon around the sky. Tides rose not
in obedience to law but because some invisible
behemoth’.of the sea, uneasily floundering in his
dreams, shouldered them ashore. Vessels went
to wreck-because of the malignity of sea-nymphs
and lorelei. Birds foretold events. -Even in-
sects had the power of prophecy. Trees waved
because playful or angry dryads, seized the
branches and pushed them to ariti fro. The earth
was the playground of capricious deities large
and small. Fairies and fays made rivers run up
hill -or down according to 'their whim. If a
hunter shot a deer it was because his ghostly
protector directed the arrow to its mark; if he
missed, it was because some malicious midget
turned the arrow aside. Man was the -slave and
victim of the mysterious inhabitants of .the -air.
He was ill because Satan arid his imps"-gained
access to him, and punished him for his good
deeds; he could be cured only by the incanta-
tions of priests. The time was ripe for Messiahs,
and secular historians record the names and
careers of a score who made their appearance
within two centuries—most of them in Asia
Minor,. Greece, and Persia. But, curiously
enough, Jesus does not appear to have been one
of these. The only record we -have of his ex-
istence is a theological record of the traditions
of his worshipers.

The Silence of History about Jesus.

It was an age of great intellectual activity
—the Augustan age. There were thousands of

writers during that generation in Greece and

Rome, Alexandria and Jerusalem, whose chron-

icles have come down to us, directly or indirect-

ly, and there is no record that Jesus was born,

or lived, or died, except the record furnished in

the New Testament. Rome had more historians
at that day than- it has ever had at any one time

since, and they wrote in great detail and with .
marvelous. fecundity. But not one of them al-
luded to. the existence, of this man-God in Jeru-
salem, while they took pains to chronicle every-
thing else.

Before alluding to these authors more specifi-
cally let us note the curious parallelisms of four
men whose worshipers claimed for them Mes-
sianic power who appeared in the same neighbor-
hood at the east end of the Mediterranean Sea.
Allusion is matte to Apoll* rj*tts-, Alrirw-a., S'ur.nn
Magus,-and" Bar Cocheba. ~Their friends, like
the admirers of Alexander, claimed for all of
them divine power. They all wrought miracles.
Apollonius and Alcides were sons of God and
born of virgin mothers, as was the case with
many of the babes of that century. Indeed, in
Greece, this miraculous paternity became so com-
mon that the reigning king issued an edict de-
creeing the death of all young women who
sc?r(])uld thereafter bear children by the Holy

ost.

Some Other Messiahs.

Apollonius was born the same year assigned
to the birth of Christ. He was early endowed
with the gift of prophecy. He foretold events
to the very day. He could transform himself
like Proteus. Great flocks of swans were seen
on the occasion of his, humble 'birth., His touch
would heal the sick, raise the dead or Cast out
devils, and he was thus able to make himself a
most useful citizen. He was violently, driven put
of Rome charged with having "committed the,
crime, of raising a young woman from the dead,
though why that should be a crime unless young
women were too plentiful, it is difficult to im-
agine. Romans were not sufficiently strenuous
to fear race suicide.'

Simon Magus was probably a historical char-
acter, for .secular historians bear witness of him.
He was proclaimed as a god; he wrought
miracles; he was charged by one of the disciples-
with sorcery; he was alleged to be Jesus Christ
and went to Rome and there a public statue of
him was set up as a memorial;

Bar Cocheba had singular success in his self-
proclaimed mission.  Giving evidence of his
power to work miracles sufficient to satisfy his
followers, he raised his banner of the star and
called upon the Jews to follow him for the re-
capture of their holy city from the Romans. He
had no money or any, powerful connections, but
thousands responded to his voice and he
rallied them upon .the plains of Palestine, earnest-
ly addressed-them as the new Messiah, unfurled
the banner of Bar Cocheba (the. “Son of the
Star”), alleging that the prophecy was to be ful-
filled in him- “there shall come a, Star put of
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Jacob,” and led them fiercely against the host of
Hadrian, i He drove the Roman army into Jeru-
salem and then by a fierce onslaught drove it
out, recapturing for the Jews the holy city of
their fathers.

Remarkable Coincidences.

In the origin and lives of the reputed Mes-
siahs of the world there are some strange re-
semblances. Their coming was generally miracu-
lously foretold. Many of them are reported to
have been born on or about the 25th of Decem-
ber.  Stars led the way to their birthplace®
which was generally obscure and humble—on
several occasions a manger was the cradle. The
divine babes were visited by angels, shepherds
and sages. Many of them were of royal descent.
In several cases their lives in infancy were
threatened by a cruel king. Many of them re-
tired from the world and fasted. Most of them
died violent deaths and afterwards rose from the
dead. Their mission in every case was the re-
demption of the wicked world from sin. Kersey
Graves in his “Sixteen QruCified Saviors” makes
note of these and other strange resemblances.

The voluntary invention of myths was not un-
known. The Gnostics deliberately furnished their
cult with a line of prophets who were known to
have never had an existence at all—Pachor,
Ennoia, Armagil, Masch, Barbelon, Bel-lammum,;
Lensiborus. And the sect of the Valentinians of
140 A. D. recognized Christ only as the collective,
emanation of their eons. Spinoza and thou-
sands of followers of the Esoteric school held
and still hold that Jesus never had a personal ex-
istence.

Nearly two hundred years ago, a religious,
society existed in England, having churches and
preachers in different parts of the realm, whose
foundation doctrine was “Jesus Christ was not
a man, but a Principle.” Rev. Robert Taylor
was the head of this Christian church, and he
published a volumie of 400 pages in mwhich he
affirmed and argued that “Jesus Christ as a per-
son never existed, the earliest Christians having
used the words as meaning nothing more than
a personification of the principle of Goodness,”,

~Not a Person, but a..Spirit.

" A little earlier, in the time of Miltoil, John:
Pearson, an Engllsh prelate of high celebrity,
wrote a book on “The Creed,” in which he held
that Jesus was only a spirit and not a person,
and says: “A metamorphosis took place between
him and Cymon the Cyrenian, who was-crucified,
in his stead while Jesus stood by and mocked at
the mistake of the Jews.” Bishop Taylor de-;,
dares Pearson to be- “the greatest of English-
divines.”

A little after Pearson came Rev. William
Jones, also an English divine, and taught-that
the Son and the Holy Ghost were one, and that
one the Holy Ghost. He wrote a book on “The
Canon of the Church,” in which he said:

"Those who receive the book called The Acts
as the utterance of the Apostles Peter, John
Thomas and Paul, must believe that Christ was
not really but only apparently,a man and was
seen by his disciples in various forms, .some-
times as a young man and sometimes as an old
man, sometimes large and sometimes small, some-
times So tall that his head would reach the
clouds, and that he was not really crucified him-
self, but another in his stead, while he laughed !
at those who imagined they had killed him.”

Even in our own day this Esoteric belief has'
been asserted and expounded by distinguished
men. Only a generation ago Ethan Allen Hitch-
cock, a major general in the army of the United
States, published a volume of 465 pages entitled
“Christ the Spirit,” which, while breathing a
spirit of great devoutness, posited and endeavor-
ed to demonstrate the conclusion that Jesus ex-
perienced neither death nor birth, but was a Mes-
siah and redeemer only in so far as he became
the spirit of personal uprightness in the lives of
his followers.

An Earlier John .Baptist.

The ancient world was crowded with myths.
The great Roman poet, the illustrious Virgil,
who lived in the century before Jesus, was a
myth in one of the characters ascribed to him.
For a thousand years after his death Virgil was
considered a magician and a sanctified worker of
miracles, instead of the most refined and finish-
ed poet the world had produced. He was re-
garded as an earlier John the Baptist, who, a
hundred years after that wandering Nazarite was
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dead, had explicitly predicted the Messiah. The
great pagan poet was the object of religious
veneration; women visited his shrines, and
prayed to him for help in time of trouble; his
verses were quoted to elucidate passages of
scripture; his birthday was sacred in the litany
of the early Christian church; his statues were
set up in cathedrals and adored; he was regard-
ed as a heaven-endowed sorcerer who was a kind
of intercessor with almighty powers. The Eneid
Was used to foretell events. Virgil and the
Virgin, the Sibyl and the vestals were wrought
into the ritual of the church. The fame, of the
wizard and soothsayer extended all over Europe,
where its traces are still found, and even in
frozen Iceland there exists today a volume of
hymns tp Virgil. It was not till the gloomy
superstitions of the dark ages rolled away that
the sweet singer of Mantua emerged from sacred
obscurity and was discovered to be simply a
brilliant and gifted poet instead of a pagan pillar
of the Christian church. Virgil the magician,be-
came a myth.

It must be regarded as significant that during
the entire century following the alleged miracu-
lous birth Of Jesus, not a single writer outside
of the church expressed any belief in the story
of his life.

Historians Who Overlooked Him.

Hadrian, Roman Emperor, less than a century
after Jesus is said to have lived, ai\d born less
than a generation after, besides governing his
kingdom found time to write many works in
prose, and verse, but he did not once refer to
Jesus.

Domitius Afer, a distinguished writer and
orator who lived less than a- generation after the
crucifixion is said to have taken place, did not
refer to-the'tragedy.

Sextus- Cecilius, a noted Roman jurist and
politician, does not seem ever to have been con-
scious of the:existence of-Jesus.

Papinianus,” the greatest of Roman jurists,
never said anything about Jesus.

Alciphron, a Greek writeriwho has left us
more than undred letters; was e S|Ient
I "rraT"p<"?hh >Rnmnn_| ||af6>r|an(\/w40 wrote

"volu fInmre"momcIes"anaIeft rfiore than torty
books on the condition of the Roman empire,

says not a word of its most conspicuous sub-i
ject

! Celsus, the great Roman philosopher who
wrote about 150 A. D., denied that any man hav-
ing the history and characteristics of Jesus had
lived in Jerusalem at the time. He seems to
have been the first heretic who mentioned him.
The Encyclopedia Britannica says. “The only
possibility of the existence Of such a person as
the Christian Jesus that he could conceive of
depended on his being demoniac, but Jesus
showed nothing of that majesty,- grandeur and
energy of will in worldly affairs' which' Celsus
deemed essential to the demon.” The Jew of
Whom Celsus was the nom de plume told the
story of one Joshua, or Jesus, who may possibly
have been crucified. But he had no supernatural
birth. He could not raise the dead-or heal the
sick or work any miracles. Mary was divorced
from her husband and becarhe the concubine of
a Roman soldier named Panthera, who was the
father bf her child. Jesus went down into Egypt
and learned a variety of cheap tricks and went
back home and practiced them, “being needy.”
Who, asks Celsus, heard the voice of his bap-
tism? Nobody but himself and a companion
who Shared his dream or imposture. His
miracles are absurd. “Anybody could see such
miracles by paying a few obols to any Egyptian
juggler.” “Who saw him after he rose again? A
half insane woman and one or two followers who
were in the very humor to trust to dreams or an
excited fancy.” The Greeks, says Celsus, appeal
to reason; Christians only cry out “Believe! Be-
lieve!” Such a religion, he declares, “is fit only
for women, children and slaves.”

Dion Cassius, a famous historian, seems to
have been unconscious Of-the existence of Jesus,
for he wrote a "detailed history of the Roman
empire in eighty volumes in which he treated of
every, province of the empire, and the manners,
custom's; and religion of its subjects, and never
once mentioned Jesus.

Seneca the philosopher; th’e most Brilliant Ro-
man of his-time,- passed, through Judea" while
this manyGod .was raising dead people, to life, and
he. says not a syllable about him in the twentv-
five books, that have come down to us.

-Dion Chrysostom, logican, orator, and author,
the first writer after Tiberius who added great-:
ly .to Greek literature, dealt also largely with
Roman customs and manners, and made no al-i
lusion to Jesus.

Erotianus, who strove to make himself familiar
with all the science of his-time; extending his-re-
searches even, to philology and ‘ethnology, and
whose principal work was done within fifty

ears of the beginning of our era, made no al-
usion to Jesus.

Among the other writers of this century -who
are uniformly silent on this most important sub-
ject and all of whom wrote much and left their
writings.to us, | have, time merely to name
Cornelius Fronto Claudius Galen, Herod Atticus,
Herodian, Heron, Lucian, Marcus Aurelius,
Martial, Pomponius Mela, Caius Rufus, Nova-
tian, Quintus Remmius, Justus Papirius, Titus
Petronlus Julius Polyenus Cladius _Ptolemy,
Qumtlllan Rufus Ephesius, Sextus Empiricus,
Silius Italicus, Publius Statius, Suetonius Tran-
quillus, Sulpitia,. Marcus Terrentianus, Thracea
Petus, Valentinus, and Valerius Maximus.

Agrippina-, the mother of Nero, 12 to 59 A. D.,
left voluminous manuscripts, by which Tacitus
profited, but she never mentioned the existence
or death bf Jesus.

Does Tacitus Mention Christ?

. Says John E. Remsburg: “In July, 64 A. D.,
agreat conflagration occurred in Rome. Thereisa
tradition to the effect that this conflagration was
the work of an incendiary and that thé Emperor
Nero himself was believed to be the incendiary.
Modern editions of the ‘Annals’ of Tacitus con-
tain the following passage in reference to this:
“ *Nero, in order to stifle the rumor, ascribed
it to those people who were abhorred for their
crimes and commonly called Christians.: These
he punished exquisitely. [The founder of that
name.was Christus, who, in the reign of Tiberius,
was punished as a criminal .by the procurator,
Pontius Pilate.] This pernicious superstition
thus checked for awhile, broke out- again; and
spread not onIy /, oyer Judea the source. of. thi’—

eVil, Lyut reach&d city- also: fther flow
from all quarters all things vile and shameful,

and where they find shelter and encouragement.
At first; only, those were apprehended who con-
fessed themiselves of! that sect; afterwards, a
-vast multitude were detected by them, all of
whom were condemned, not- so much for the
crime of. burning the city, as for their hatred of
mankind. Their executions were. so contrived
as to expose them to derision and contempt.
*Some where covered over with skins of wild
'beasts, and torn to pieces by dogs; some were
‘crucified. Others, having been daubed over
with combustible materials, were set up as
ilights in the night time, and thus burned to
death. Nero made use of his own gardens as a
theatre on this occasion, and also exhibited the
diversions of the circus,- sometimes standing in
the crowd as a spectator, in the habit of a
charioteer; at other-times driving a chariot him-
self, till at length these men, though really
criminal, and deserving exemplary punishment,
began to be commiserated as people who were
destroyed, not out of regard to the public wel-
fare, but only to gratify thle cruelty of one
man’ (Annals, Book xv, sec. -44).

“A correspondent in a late number of The
mTruth Seeker desires to know what evidence, if
any, can be adduced in disproof of the genu-
ineness of this passage. It may be declared
doubtful, if not spurious, for the following rea-
sons:

" “i.Tt is not quoted by the Christian fathers.

2. Tertullian was familiar with the writings-
of Tacitus; and his arguments demanded the:
citation of this evidence had it existed.

"3. Clement of Alexandria, at the beginning of.
thé third century, made a compilation of all the
recognitions of Christ and Christianity that had
been made by Pagan writers rip to his time.
The writings Of Tacitus furnished no recognition
of them.

“4. Origen, in his controversy with Celsus,
would undoubtedly have used it had it existed.

"5- The ecclesiastical historian Eusebius, in
the fourth century, cites all the evidences of
Christianity obtainable from Jewish and Pagan
sources, but makes no mention of Tacitus.

“6. It is not quoted by any Christian writer-

prior to the fifteenth century.
“7. At this .time but one copy of the ‘Anna’s



existed, and this cop¥, it is claimed, was made in
the eighth century—fioo years after the time of
Tacitus.

"8. As this single copy was in the possession
of a Christian the insertion of a forgery was
easy.

)s/a Its severe criticisms of Christianity do not
disprove its Christian origin. No ancient witness
was more desirable than Tacitus, but his’intro-
duction at so late a period would make rejection
certain unless Christian forgery could be made
to appear improbable.

“10. It js admitted by Christian writers that
the works of Tacitus have not been preserved
with any considerable degree of fidelity. In the
writings ascribed to him are believed to be some
of the writings of Quintilian.

“11. The bloodcurdling story about the fright-
ful orgies of Nero reads like some Christian
romance of the middle ages, arid not like Tacitus.

“12. The Roman laws at this time guaranteed
complete religious freedom .throughout the em-:
pire, and no subjlect was punished on account
of his religious belief.

““13- This' inhuman persecution of Christians
b)ifNero is disproved by the New Testament it-
self.

“Many who accept the authenticity of this sec-
tion of the ‘Annals’ believe that thé sentence
which declares that Christ was punished in the
reign of Pontius Pilate, and which | have brack-|
eted, is an interpolation. Whatever may be said
of the remainder of the passage, this sentence
bears the unmistakable stamp of Christian for-
gery. It interrupts the narrative; it disconnects,
two closely related statesments. Eliminate this
sentence, and there is no break in the narration.
In all the Roman records there was to be found
no evidence .that. Christ was put to ‘death 'by
Pontius Pilate. This sentence, if genuine, is the.
most important evidence in pagan literature.
That it existed in the works of. thé greatest and
best known of Roman historians, and was ig-
nored or overlooked by Christian apologists for
1,360 years, no sane critic can believe. Tacitus

did not write this sentence.

""Uut conceding-, for- the ssilce o0£ arg-urnent,

both the authenticity and credibility of the entire’
passage, thé consequences are favorable to Free-
thought and unfavorable to Christianity. If
Tacitus penned this passage ami. penned histori-
cal truths, it simply,.confirms what most Free-
thinkers admit—that a religious sect called Chris-
tians, who recognized Christ as their founder
and leader, existed in thé latter half of the first
century.and proves what most Freethinkers are
loath to believe, that the primitive Christians,
who have been held up to us as the highest
types of human excellence, were the most de-
praved villains that the world Jias known.”

Pliny the elder, born 23 A. D.,'never mentioned
Jesus, though hé finished the great Roman! his-
tory of Aufidius in 37 volumes, which dealt
largely with events in Palestine and left more-
than a hundred other books. He was a student
of natural history with an eye trained to ob-
serve strange events. Hé was 'born during thé
life of Jesus and his miracle working companions;
and he traveled extensively in Palestine. He
made notes upon the habits of flies and jack-rab-
bits, but did not chronicle the fact that men and
women were raised from the dead. He recorded
the flash of meteors'and the path’of comets but'
did not notice.’that the sun was extinguished at
the crucifixion, .though he. did write down in his
memorandum book that the.sun apparently went
out for a while at thé death of Caesar. He .was
an earthquake expert, but he did not’make any
note, even from hearsay, that the walls of the
temple were “rent.in; twain,” and the rocks were
sundered by an earthquake when the Man of
Sorrows expired.

Jesus' was not mentioned by Cornutus, by
Lucan, his friend, or 'by Persius Flaccus, his
pupil, who wrote historical works still extant, or
by Probus Valerius, his biographer.

Plutarch, born about the date of the. cruci-
fixion, wrote more than 100 lives of distinguished
men, but never mentioned his countryman,..Jesus
of Nazareth.

Suetonius wrote voluminously the history of
emperors, but says not ai word of Jesus' the
great martyr of the emperors.

_ Do good work, no matter whether such work
is God's or man'’s.
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OLD GOD, NLW GOD, OR NO GOD.

Is the History of Deities Such that Man Should
Desire to Preserve the Species?

BY JOHN PECK.

| have been greatly interested in and highly
instructed by the lectures of Dr. J. E. Roberts.
In depth of thought and- clearness of expression
I think he has few equals. But what surprises
me is that he should want a new God. One
would think that the intelligent people of today
had had enough of gods, who have never done
any good but'have caused infinite injury to the
human race. Gods have caused: thé most cruel
wars that ever drenched any country, in blood.
They have set men to clutching each other by
the throat with the savagery of bulldogs. They
have sent’ swords instead of olive branches, and
hatred instead of love. As for me, | have found
out that no gods are needed, new or old, and that
the world, can get along better without them.
They are like other ghosts; they do nothing but
scare and terrify. | have had quite enough of the
gods and want no more.

Will Dr; Robert’s new god iny any way affect
the operations of nature ?- Will he stop the earth-
quake, putLout; the fires; of the .volcano, bridle
the storm, or calm, the; troubled ocean?. Dr. Rob-
erts can -doubtless invent a god that will be a
great improvement.on the old god, but the ques-
tion is, ‘What do' We' want of a god anyway?

One' who has- studied the operations of -nature
knows that the universe is mgoverned, jby .law,
which no god, new or old, can change. There-
fore there can be nothing for a god t6 do. The.
old god was only a creature' of the imagination;
thé'new god will be the same. The Old God kept
changing and growing of less importance until
with the; most thoughtful he has disappeared.en-
tirely. The new, god will ultimately share the
same fate. For, as men grow moré intelligent,
the useless and imaginary will give place to the
practical.

Some-may be influenced by the.introduction of-
a new god, but they will be of the class:who are

‘pleased with a rattle and tickled with a straw.”
Dr. .Roberts seems, to think that a new god is
necessary/' 1 look forward to a time, not perhaps
in thé near future, when gods and ghosts and
the supernatural will be discarded and, men will
be guided solely by reason,- instead of being.-sway;
ed by myth and miracle.

Of course a god'could be invented, or the imag-
ination might produce one; that would not be
selfish; cruel, and .brutal; but-as long as men are
imperfect the gods which they bring into exist-
ence through imagination must be imperfect al;
so. No god can be more perfect than his creators.

It is said- in the old book that God created-man
in his own image? The reversé is- true. It was
man who created God in his image; and the image

1was of. low and .savage order.

; If Dr. Roberts succeeds in introducing- a, new
-god, no doubt he will prove to be more accep-
table than thé Old God;'because Mr. Réberts
iss a man of broader mind arid! possessed' of' moré
noble instincts than those who fashioned -the old
one.

Wherein will the, new, god differ from a. wood-
en or stone god?. A rifan who makes a god out of
Wood or stone fashions it according to his high-
est-idea-of-what-a god should be. Thé one who
introduces a new god.-will do the same, although
he will not give it shape in wood or stone. The
new god will have no more to do with the affairs
of this world than the old one. It will be a
matter of indifference to him whether you curse
him or pray to him. If lightning reduces a
church to a pile of splinters 6r knocks a man out
while on. his knees he will not interfere. If an
earthquake shakes -down a city and destroys mil-
lions of property arid thousands of lives,'.-he won’t
care' a rupee. Better understand the character
of gods before introducing new ones.

If the old god-should be retired before the new
one is installed the pious (m)asses may find
out that the affairs of this world will go on just
the same. The earth will continue to. sweep
around the sun in its orbit'; the seasons will run
their round; time will continue, and the stars will
not fall from heaven.

The, earth has not:,varied in the timé of its
revolution around, its axis a single second in a
thousand years, and all the gods ever invented
cannot change the time, What is the use of a

Oaa

;,0d that never did and never can do anythinF?

Thé man who introduces a new god! should!
be held responsible for his acts. Those who-
indorse the acts of the old god virtually indorse
nearly every crime now committed. Until the
gods behave themselves, better it is for the in-
terest of the race to banish them altogether.

In the name of God bloody wars have been
waged and millions slain. The route from the
north of Europe to the Holy Land has been pav-
ed with human bones and drenched with blood.
In the name of God men and women have been
imprisoned, banished, flayed, hanged 'and burnt.
In the name of God wives have been deserted, hus-
bands -repudiated, children disowned and then
consigned to eternal torment. More and worse,
those God-hardened fiends have rejoiced when
they believed that their nearest friends and dear-
est relatives were suffering tortures which only a
God could inflict.

The most brutal and ignorant have been the
most ardent supporters of and the strongest be-
lievers in gods and ghosts, and have done the
most to retard the progress of the world. A
belief in God is the cause of more dishonesty and
hypocrisy than can ever be atoned for. We
have in our village three churches in full blast,
and | do know that one-third of the people who
pay pew rent believe in neither gods, saviors nor
bibles, and live the lives of hypocrites and liars.
Ministers are aware of this fact, but welcome all
that pay; they are not, as a class, afraid of taint-
ed money. They care little about the sheep; all
they want is the fleece. When one studies the
character of thé god they worship, it is found
that he has the same peculiar earmark.

It is timé to stop fooling with the gods. A
god suited to our times would be discarded a
hundred years hence. Let the gods go; thev are
neither ornamental nor useful. They have made
brutes and fools and lunatics of men long enough.
One pious writer says: “No decent Christian will
give countenance to stupid Atheists.” Neither
will Atheists give countenance to a lot of stupid
hallelujah Christians who eat their God and
drink his. blé6d, and then pray to the god they
have eaten.

Will Jews Adopt the Religion of Their
Murderers?

Well meaning Christians spend their money
distributing tracts among Jewish immigrants at
Ellis Island. These tracts earnestly request th.!
Jew from Russia,. RoUmania and elsewhere to
join, the Christian church at once.

The.' tracts explain to the readers that unless'
they become Christians, they cannot go to heaven
or expect to' live with a clear conscience here jn
earth. The Jewish immigrants are requested
kindly- to lay aside the faith that has controlled
them for thousands of years and become Metho-
dists, or Baptists or Episcopalians, as the case
may be.

While the good people who hand Christian
-tracts to Jewish immigrants from Russia meat
well,'they lack a sense of humor.

Considering -that the Jewish immigrants over
here: are.,hurriedly leaving Christian countries,
where Christians have been murdering them, it
would seem advisable to give them a few' weeks'
to forget that before asking them to join the
Christian church.' Incidentally, they have come
to this country, among other things; because they
are supposed- to be permitted to mind their own
business here, and they expect to find other peo-
ple willing to mind their business.

They have cofne over here on the theory that
they can believe anything they like, as long- as
they obey the laws; and they can select the>r
own heaven, and their own way of getting there,
if thev live according to the regulations the Unit-
ed States has made on this earth.

As long as the Christian.people in Russia and
elsewhere in Europe are murdering Jews without
reason we believe that kind-hearted' people an
save money by'not sending any tracts to the Jews

at Ellis Island.—New York Journal,
(Concluded next week.)

My Immortality.

Freed from my faults, from all my weakness free.
| would myself reflected in my children see.
Of all that’s noble, good in act and thought,
'Of all that’s noble, good in act and thought.
I would be glad to have m¥ children's children be—
"Twere immortality enough for me.

Omaha, Neb. E. I* -EMERY.
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No Theological Test for Witnesses in
This State.

That a witness cannot, in the State of New,
York, be interrogated as to his belief in a, su-
preme being, who would punish him for swearing
falsely, for the purpose of affecting his' credibil-
ity, has been decided by the Court of Appeals.
The case,- which is reported from Middletown,
N. Y.,.was that-of Leander Brink-against W..D.
Stratton, Edward A. Brown and Horace Corey.
The action was brought to recover $740 on a
note made in 1893 by Stratton, Brown and Corey.
The defense claimed that the note had been paid.
The action was brought in the Supreme Court,
transferred to the County Court and a verdict
given Mr. Brink, which was affirmed by the, Ap-
pellate Division. This judgment was reversed
by the Court of Appeals. The jury disagreed on
second trial. The third trial resulted in a ver-
dict for the defendants, which was affirmed by
the Appellate Division and has now been affirm-
ed by the Court of Appeals. The costs in the
action are far in excess of the sum sued for and
the plaintiff will haye to settle.

Reports of the case do not state which of the
parties to the suit raised the question of belief
—probably it was the plaintiff Mr. Brink, the
man who lost, and it remains only to be said that
such an appeal to the religious prejudices of a
jury, by a lawyer who must be aware that un-
believers are as truthful as believers, and that the
perjury of professed Theists is one of the main
obstacles to the administration of justice, was
an act fittingly rebuked by the decision of the
court. It showed that the plaintiff was willing
to perpetrate or condone an injustice in order
to win his.case.

The idea that a supreme being is listening to
all of the. testimony given in the courts of the
world, with a view to sending to perdition every
witness whose testimony is untrue, is one of the
theological fictions with which our system of re-
ligion is rife, and the majority of intelligent per-
sons are fairly well satisfied that it is such.
Truth telling, is not promoted by allowing a wit-
ness to be examined on his theology, since ask-
ing whether he believes in this proposition is
more likely to be answered by a lie than is any
guestion put to him concerning the case on trial.
In order that one may tell the truth it is not
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necessary that he should first commit himself
to belief in a fiction.

The Family as ““God ” Founded It.

A consideration of “The Decay of Family Life
in the Christian Advocate opens with the state-
ment that “the family is a divine institution found-
ed by God and hedged in by his laws.” We do not
suppose that the- writer is a Mormon, and yet
such a conclusion might be justified, because his-
tory, sacred and profane, assures usi that the first
families were polygamous; hence the assertion
that the family is a divine institution means that
polygamy is of God.

The less Christians say about the divinity of
the family and the sacredness of family life,.the
fewer retorts will be evoked. Our writer com-
plains that nowadays “one of the pair, goes across
the state line to get permission to break the
sacred union’; but the putting away of a wife
“privily” by a just man is spoken of in the New
Testament as though the formality of obtaining
permission were unnecessary.

The view that the family was founded by God-
ought to lead those who hold it to inform them-
selves what kind of family it was that God institut-
ed. This may be learned from the Old Testament
if anywhere. Naturally the first thing forla man
to do in order that he might have a family was
to obtain a wife. This he did by capture or by
the purchase of his intended from her father or
male guardian, her consent not figuring in the
transaction. The wife thus secured became his
property as completely as though she had been
a cqw. And he was not limited to one wife. He
might have as many as he could 'buy and support.
All of his own and the woman's female slaves
became his secondary wives if he chose to take
them,jand these he.could sell. His power, over the,
"fSniale JHitembe”ot fii&"famiiyi*5i*saBloiuter |If
one of the women was unfaithful to him he could
kill her with his owp hand. They had no claims
as mothers on their own children; he did not have
to consult them when a daughter was to be sold
.into marriage or slavery. The value of a woman
was reckoned from two points of jview—her capac-
ity to work and her* fruitfulness* as a child-bearer.
She might be divorced if childless or killed if she
transferred her worship to another deity than
his. f

In the God-ordained family no reproach attach-
ed to the man who took secondary wives, or even
one who consorted with the kind of women we-
now call fallen, though they were hardly such in
those days. The acquisition of secondary wives
was in some cases arranged by the first legal
wife; as.in the cases of Sarah, Leah, and Rachel,
and children borne to the husband outside the
family were brought up in their father's house
with the children of wedlock; of this Jephthah is
an example (see Judges ii). At the death of a:
head of the family his women became the prop-
erty and the wives or concubines of his suc-
Cessor.

Children in a family such as God founded were
under the most compete subjection.. The father
felt no obligation to his daughters except to Kkill
them if they were unchaste. The girls, were mer-
chandise to be disposed of as wives, concubines,
or slaves. Neither son nor daughter was entitled
to an education, schools being mentioned nowhere
in the Old Testament If boys grew up shiftless
or dissipated the father was instructed by God to
kill them. Such was the family God founded.

To remove any element of doubt regarding the
polygamous character of marriage as God insti-
tuted it among his chosen people we will quote
from the Encyclopedia Biblica, article “Mar-
riage™:

“The man who owns his wife as a chattel can on the
same principle own as many as he pleases—as many,

that is to say, as he can afford to buy and keep. The
luxury of a %reat harem was of course attainable only
by the wealf ¥ _These, so far as we can judge, made
ample use of their privilege; witness the notices about
Gideon’s seventy sons (Judgses viti, 30 Ix, 2), David’s
wives (2 Sam. v, 13, etc.), Solomon's harem él Kings
xl. 1 ff.), and the like. The law of the kingdom for-
bidding "the possession of many wives has manifestly
a side-reference to the actual king (Deut. xvii, 17). The
Talmudists formulate the rule that, no Jew may have
more than_four wives; kings_may have at thé most
eighteen.  The ordinary Israelite at all times, like the
modern, Syrian peasant, would doubtless_have to be con-
tent with” one secondary wife in addition to the prin-
cipal wife, or at most with two wives. The last-named
arrangement seems to receive the sanction of widely-
diffused custom . . Deut xxi, 15; ron.
xxiv, 3; compare the case of Jacob).. When the first
wife proved childless, polygamy, to this extent at least,
was regarded as a necesSity. ~The examples of Sarah,
of Leah, and of Rachel show how little the amour propre
%etr?[qchlldless wife was wounded by any such arrange-

And in the early family, as God gave it to
Israel, it must have been common for children to
miss their mothers from the circle about the family
altar, for divorce at the will of the father had the
sanction of divine law. The woman being the
man’s property, his rigjit to "put her away” nat-
urally followed. If she was an Israelite he return-
ed her to her family; if a stranger, the inference
is that she had to hunt a home for herself. Her
condition was mitigated by the fact that there
were no Christian ministers then to put the stamp
of degradation on the divorced woman, and she
imight respectably marry again: The formality of
a “bill of divorcement,” required by the Deutero-
npmic law, was foreign to the original divine in-
stitution. The wife herself could not exercise the
right of divorce, and it was indecent in her to
ask! for a separation. She had, however, the re-
course of making herself so disagreeable to the
man that he would be glad to send 'her away,
and thither lay her sole road to freedom. Sal-
ome, the daughter of Herod, who sent a bhill to
her husband Costabaros, is the only femalejilain-
tift* named in thé BibIC

The custom which -permitted a man to take
all his step-mothers as wives is exceedingly an.-,
cient, and hence, of course, more likely to have
been a feature of. domestic life' as instituted by
God; Only the taking of them by a son in ad-
vance of the father's decease is frowned upon by
the. writers of holy writ; Reuben, the oldest
son of Jacob, gave notice of his intent to super-
sede the patriarch- by appropriating Bilhah,
which drew from the parent the rebuke “Un-
stable as. water, thou shalt not excel.” Again,
Absalom proclaimed himself the heir and suc-
cessor of his father, David, by publicly taking
possession of the old mans harem.“in the sight of
all Israel”—a family scene which might shock
the modern sense of propriety, but which rather
aroused the enthusiasm of God's chosen
.people. We read, too, that Abner opened hos-
tilities against the house of Saul by appropriating
Saul’s lady friend Rizpah, which proceeding in-
fringed the rights of Ishbosheth,-Saul’s son ; where-
fore the loyal Joab topic Abner quietly aside and
smote him under the fifth rib, that being the ap-
proved form of assassination in the days of which
we write. To instance another case, the beautiful
Abishag,-who failed to excite the moribund David,
became by inheritance the property of Solomon;
and when Adonijah, David’s fourth son, asked for
her, thus claiming a part of. Solomon’s heritage,
the latter penetrated his designs on the throne and
caused his removal by the hand of Benaiah. As
intimated, it was only the precipitancy, the too
previousness of the heir who took his master’s
wives out of season, that the divine founder of
the family rebuked.- Even “the Lord” himself
said to David, “l give thee thy master’s house,
and thy master's wives into thy bosom,” and
further threatened to take said wives away from
David and give them to his neighbors.

The development of the family is a subject too

vast for treatment in an “article.” It is dealt



with in books and tomes. The family was not
founded by any deity, but in human or animal in-
stincts—for even the brutes have something akin
to the human family. It will Jast as long as It
fits the conditions of civilization amidst which it
exists. It has outlasted the tribe developed from
it, and the household gods the worship of which
was one of its mainstays. The writer quoted at
the beginning of this article declares that “when
this family life is destroyed, the church has lost
its chief ally.” In the conviction thus’expressed
we find the stimulus of the church to its efforts
to hold the family together by forbidding divorce.
The policy and interest of the church are to keep
members in groups where a number can be reach-
ed at once. In a monogamie family the putting
away of the wife breaks up the home, which does
not occur under polygamy, where there are wives
to spare. The prohibition of divorce is not pro-
motive of morality (or more definitely continence),
but the ministers think it helps to jpreserve the
church, whose continued existence has come to
depend on artificially arresting decomposition.

The ““Economics” of Jesus.

The argument of Christian Socialists, so called,
by which the endeavor is made to prove that
the teachings attributed to Jesus Christ sustain
the tenets of Marx and Engel, is combated by
the Catholic Standard and Times of Philadelphia.
These are the principles of Catholicism as
against Socialism :

1. Submit at all times to lawfully constituted,
authority.

2. Acknowledge rank in authority, as did
Jesus, who, likening his'rule to a kingdom, prom-

ised that his apostles, including Judas, should “sit
o' «wwive thrones, Judsrin®r the twelve tribes of
Israel.” Remember that there are degrees in

the heavenly kingdom—angels and archangels,
cherubim and seraphim, etc.

3. Take- to heart the parable of the “lord of
the vineyard he berated those who complained
because; although they had borne the heat of a
whole day’s work, they received the same pay
as those who worked but a few .hours in the
evening.

4. Obey the injunction of St. Paul,- “Exhort
servants to bé obedient to their masters, and
to please them in all things, not answering them
again.” -

5. Be loyal to rulers and superiors, temporal
and spiritual; Bear in mind to “bé subject to
principalities and powers, to obey magistrates,
to be ready to every good work.”

6. Let the rich man have his wealth, for, since
all that we have'comes from God, if God deems
it proper he will deprive thé capitalist of his
wealth in his own good way.

7. “Seek ye therefore first the kingdom of
God and his justice, and all things” (i. e., tempor-
al necessities) “shall be added unto you.”

8. Do not be deceived by those who would
have you believe that all war is wicked, because
“the whole Bible, from Genesis to the Apoca-
lypse, upholds and encourages war in a just
cause.”

The Catholics have the best of it, but Chris-
tian Socialists who remember the anti-slavery
agitation will be. painfully reminded that the pas-
sages cited against modern Socialism are the
same that were quoted against Christian aboli-
tionism by the churches to uphold chattel
slavery.

Both ' Christian Socialists and their Christian
opponents overlook one fact which makes argu-
mentation on either side ineffective and vain.
The 'fact alluded to is that Jesus took only a
mild interest in economics, and was neither a

Socialist, a monarchist, nor a democrat. He
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had never heard that the economic history of
any epoch! determined the intellectual history of
the same period. He did not preach the doc-
trine "To each according to his deeds,” as the
parable of the "lord of the vineyard” shows. He
was indifferent to forms of government because
he expected the world to come to an-end in his
generation. ' All his arrangements were make-
shifts to get along until the horn blew. The
poor were all right; they were not stimulated by
him to improve their .condition. As for the rich,
they had got theirs here, and would hardly enter
the kingdom of God. As stated, he was not a
Socialist or anything else in an economic sense.
The'Christian Socialist is merely one.who accepts
Christianity plus Socialism, and .quotes such
sayings of Jesus a? he finds useful.

In the day of Jesus human slavery was an ac-
cepted institution. If he was. Opposed to private
property, we should suppose that he would have
mbegun his attack on it by saying something con-
mdemnatory-of private property in man. But all
of his teaching was framed to fit his notion of
the impending wind-up of earthly affairs. His
diatribes against the rich are likely to have been
inspired by their refusal to take him.as seriously
as he was taken by'himself and the poor and ig-
norant of his day.!

Let Us Reason Together.

The character of the Bible—the fact that it
smells of blood and is an overrated.bundle of He-
brew literature—is' not the sole reason why it
should not be used as a text book in the public
schools. Another reason, and the one most em-
phasized in America, is that reading the Bible as
a religious work in the schools is an unconstitu-

tional mixing of+religion with' education, a union
of church and state, and an invasion of the rights

of taxpayers who do not happen to be worshipers

of .the book. This argument can be and. is main-.

tained without going into the merits of the work
as a moral guide, by those who believe that the
.state should concern itself only with the secular
education of youth. There are Christians who
hold to’ this view. There are some who do not
think that even Sunday School teachers, unless
specially prepared, should undertake the! religious
instruction, of children. The Catholic church in-
cludes the Bible in thie “deposit of faith” placed
in its hands and does not encourage the reading
of it without the annotations and explanations
which Catholic scholars have supplied. There
is in this country, a considerable sect of Chris-
tians who take alarm at the least semblance of
union between church and state because they do
notrbelieve that the church- should be under any
obligation, so to speak, to the world, the flesh,
and the devil. The authorities of this sect work
harmoniously with Freethinkers for the divorce
of the state from the church. It would not be
proper or truthful' for Freethinkers to contend
that the Bible is too holy a book to be placed pro-
miscuously in the hands of believingand unbeliev-
ing, competent and incompetent teachers, but it
lis perfectly legitimate for them to criticise be-
lievers on the score .of consistency when they
consent to having the Bible expounded to their
children, by unbelievers in the pay not of the
church but of the secular state. The Freethink-
er has his own reasons for'advocating a separa
lion of church and state, and while working to
popularize them, he will not hesitate to point out
.the reasons which the professed followers of one
whose kingdom is not of this world should have,
from their own point of view, for espousing the
same cause.

These remarks are suggested by the letter of
a Canadian reader in criticism of an article ap-
pearing' in The Truth Seeker,
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Free Thoughts.
It is hard to fool posterity!
Whom men and women love never die.
What we leave undone someone else' has to

do

. “If a man die, shall he live again?” Not if he
dies.

Prayer is carrying a. broken pitcher to the
well.

Most men know only what others have
learned.

It is hard to play the game of life if you hold
no trumps.

The world wants men who can make them- *
selves wanted.

Do nothing that will‘make you have a low
opinion of yourself.

If prayers were answered nothing would be
done by men but praying.

What the world needs is the teaching of more
that is so, and of less that is sacred.

There are two kinds of people in the world;
the people who don’t and the people who do.

The life to come tomorrow is the one to pro-
vide for by mankind, not the life to come after
man is dead.

Not many men who have worked and earned
what they possess think it right to give a part
of it to loafers.

ulf God would only learn from the pulpits and
the weekly religious papers, he would not make
so many blunders in the administration of his
affairs.

Jesus did not die to save men, or make them
free—which is to give them a chance to save
themselves—but he died to make them slaves to
superstition..

A great many people quote 'Shakespeare as
though the%/ conferred honor upon him by so
doing, as though it was lucky for him that he
agreed with the quoter.

| passed a church edifice the other day in one
of our Massachusetts towns, and, on a tablet to
the right of the main entrance, | read these
words: "Church of All Saints.” | thought per-
haps some wag had posted this inscription on
the building, but the tablet was firmly secured in
its place, and the letters were not newly made,
so | concluded either that this was the only
church of its. kind on the earth, or that it ought
to be.

"A man is known by the company he keeps.”
Why not a God also? If so, what must we think
of the Christian, combination of divinity? The
Lord God of’the Israelites associated with a lot
of murderers, liars, thieves 1 and all-colored
rascals. Jesus kept company with Mary Magda-
lene, a woman with seven devils, at least, and a
noted prostitute. The Holy Ghost was the only
one. of the trinity who had good taste in select-

ing his companions, but he was such a bad lot
that any one was contaminated who associated
with him. The Christians ought to have gone
to the heathens for their gods and for their
morals. The world would have been the better
had they done so. L. K. W.

We have put General William Birney’s second
article on France and the Pope in pamphlet form,
and leave to our readers the work of placing his
facts and- arguments where they will do the most
good. Itis a ten-cent pamphlet, twelve copies for
a dollar, and appeals to the reason of every man
who is not a 'Catholic and destitute of that gift.
It is of great value as a historical document, as
it informs the reader of the exact status of the
Ichurch in France, past and present. If you do
not want to circulate this pamphlet, you at hast
want it in your library for your own information
and for reference,
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Known a« on Unbtll*v*r> *nd There In No Valid
Proof of Hl« Conver«lon>

nvV JOHN B, RBMVBUna.
(Oonnhidod.

That Lincoln wn* « Freethinker In Illinois in
conceded b){ nearly nil Chrintlnn claimant*. llin
election to the Prealdency removed him from hin
old nnnocinten—he Im<l no time for theological
diictltiloni, mid win too wine to indulge in them
If he had, Taking advantage of thin alienee the
Pald attorney* of the church attempt to prove
hat he changed hia opinions after he went to
Washington. ~ But to disprove these claims we
have no lack of witnesses.. The proofs that lie
remained and died a disbeliever arc as clear and
convincing as those which established the fact

of his disbelief in Illinois.

Lincoln chose for his private-secretary one' of
his Illinois friends, John G. Nicolay. ~ Colonel
Nicolay was with him every day up to the time
Of his ‘death. He enjoyed to the fullest extent
the confidence of Lincoln and the closest inti-
macy existed between them.  Six weeks after
Lincoln’s assassination Colonel Nicolay penped
the foilowing statement: )

"Mr. Lincoln did not, to my knowledge, in any-
v_vaP/, change his religious ideas, opinions, or be-
liefs, from the time he left Springfield till the
day of his death.” (Lamon's Life of Lincoln, p.
492: S. II. A, P. IL, p. 184) )

Thu statement, together with the testimony
of,Mi. Herndon, must in the minds of.all honest
inquirers, put at rest forever the question of Lin-
coln’s religious belief.

The first authentic life of Lincoln was written
by Colonel Ward H. Lamon. Colonel' Lamon
was in Illinois and in Washington his friend and
confident. When the time came for Lincoln to
take the office of President, and the trip to Wash-
ington was considered a dangerous one, to La-
mon was assigned the duty of conducting him to
the national capital. During the war he remain-,
ed at—the President’s side, -holding the office of
Marshall of the District of Columbia. When
Lincoln died Colonel Lamon, General Hunter,
and Judge David Davis were selected to convey
the remains back to Springfield. The following
extracts from Lamon’s work cover Lincoln's en-
tire life from his boyhood to his death:

"Mr. Lincoln was never a member of any-
church r.or did he believe, in' the., divinity of
Christ or the inspiration of the Scriptures, in the
sense understood by evangelical Christians” (Life
of Lincoln, p. 486; S. H. A, P. II, p. 135).

“When a boy; he showed no sign of that piety
which his many biographers ascribe to his man-,
hood. - When he went to church at all,
he went to mock, arid came away to mimic”,(lbid,
both)".

"When he came to New Saiem he consorted
with Freethi-.kers, joined with them in deriding
the gospel history of Jesus, read Volney and
' air.e,.and then wrote a deliberate and labored
essay, wherein he.reached conclusions similar to
theirs” (Lamonj p. 487; S. H. A., P. 11, 136),

.“In this work he intended to demonstrate—
"First,' that the Bible' was not God's revela-
tion ;

"Secondly, that Jesus was not the son of God”
(I amon, p. 158; S. H. A,, P. 11, 137).

"As he grew; older, he grew more cautious.

. Aspiring to lead religious communities, he
foresaw that he must not. appear as an enemy
within their gates; aspiring’to public-honors 'un-i
dcr -the auspices of -a political party which per-
sistently summoned religious people to assist in
the extirpation of that which is denounced as
the ‘nation’s sin,’ he foresaw that he could not
ask their suffrages whilst aspersing their faith.
He perceived no reasons for changing his con-
victions, but he did perceive many good and co-
gent reasons for not making them public” (La-
mon, pp. 497, 498; S. H. A., P. 11, 138, 139).

“Indefinite expressions about ‘Divine Provi-
dence.' the ‘Justice of God, ‘the favor of the
Most High,” were easy, and not inconsistent with
his religious notions. ~ In this, accordingly, he in-
dulged freely; but never in all that time did he
let fall from his lips or his pen an expression
which .remotely implied the slightest faith in
Tesus as the son of God and the Savior of men”
(Lamon, p. 502; S. II. A., P. IL, 139).
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Judge David Davis, for a time acting Vice-
President of the United States, and at the time
of his death a member of the Supreme Court
of tile United States, was Abraham Lincoln's
executor. Judge Davis testifies as follows:

“I enjoyed for over twenty years the personal
friendship of Mr. Lincoln, We were admitted to
the bar about the same time, and traveled for
many years what is known in Illinois as the
Eighth” Judicial Circuit. In 1848, when | first
went on the bench, the Circuit embraced four-
teen counties; and Mr. Lincoln went with thé
court to every county . . He had no faith
in the Christian sense of the term—had faith in
laws, principles, causes, and effects—philosophi-
cally. . . . The idea that Lincoln talked to
a sfranger about his religion or religious views,
or made such speeches, remarks, etc., about it as
are published, is to me absurd. | knew the man
so well” (Lamon's Life of Lincoln, p. 48g; S.
I.A., P. 1l,.184-186). ) _

H011. Leonard Swett, who placed Lincoln in
nomination for the Presidency, writes: "You risk
me whether he (Lincoln) changed his religious
opinions toward the close of his life. I think not
. . I his religion were to be judged by the

lines and rules of church creeds,.he would fall
far short of the standard” (S. H. A., P. II, pp.
209, 210).

Hon. ‘A. J. Grover, who was acquainted with
Lincoln in Hlinois and who during the war met
him nearly every day, either at the White House
or in the War office, he being connected with
the departmerit which had charge of the Presi-
dent’s books, says: “Mr. Lincoln was not a re-
ligious man in the church.sense. He was an Ag-
nostic" (S. H. A, P. I, p. 259).

Colonel Atrios C. Babcock, for many years
chairman of the Illinois State Republican Com-
mittee,. and one of- Lincoln’s- confidential agents
during the war, says: “As to my impressions of
Lincoln’s character, | wish it to be clearly un-
derstood as believing him to be the greatest man
that ever lived. His greatness seemed to con-,
sist in his wisdom, modération,” patience, endur-
ance and tact, in a position of the most, fearfuj
responsibility.. But 1 do not agree with some 0
the popular “impressions about him!  The minis-
ters claim him for a Christian, but without any

ood reason. About the'time of his election to
the Presidency, | heard him and Bob Ingersoll
discussing the subject of religion in Governor
Yates' office in the old capitol at Springfield;
and while it was a discussion, there was no dis-
pute for the two men were exactly agreed. Lin-
coln was an Agnostic. During the-war he some-
times talked religiously, but. it was mere state-
craft; He knew; that everything depended up-'
.on his hav.ng the support of the religious people,
and accordingly he adopted their, phraseology to
flatter them, and to attach them to him; but he
was for all that an utter disbeliever in the Chris-
tian religion” (Peoria Journal).

pion, George W. Julian, Anti-Slavery nominee
foi’ Vice-President in 1852, one of the .founders
of thé Republican party, arid during and after
the war one of the Republican leaders in Con-
gress, writes: “I knew him (Lincoln) well, and
I know that he was not a .Christian in any old-
fashioned.orthodox sense of the word™ (S H.
A, P. 11, p. 236).

One of President Lincoln’s most faithful friends
in Congress' was Hon. John B. Alley, of Massa-
chusetts. Mr. Alley says:"‘In his religious views
Mr. Lincoln was very nearly;what we would call
a Freethinker” (Reminiscences of Lincoln, p. 590;
'S.H. A, P.TI, p.237). : ,

Hon. Hugh McCulloch, one of Lincoln’s
most prominent Cabinet ministers«—his last Sec-
retary of the. Treasury—says: “He (Lincoln)
cared nothing, for the dogmas of the churches
and had Jittie respect, for. their creeds” (Remin-
iscences of Lincoln, p. 413; S. H. A., P. II, p.

?39)-

&mong the many foolish stories related of Lin-
coln are several which ascribe to-him a belief and
indulgence- in prayer. These stories, every one
of them, are absolutely false. One of the most
widely quoted of these fabrications is the fol-
lowing, which originally appeared in the -West-
ern Christian Advocate: "On the day' of the re-
ceipt of the capitulation of Lee, as we learn from
a friend intimate with the late President Lin-
coln, the cabinet meeting was held an hour ear-
lier than usual. Neither the.President nor any
member was able, for a timé, to give utterance
to his feelings. At the suggestion of Mr. Lin-

. “My earlier views of the unsoundness o

"stronger with advancin

coln all dropped on their knees, and offered in
silence and in tears their humble and heartfelt
acknowledgment to the Almighty for the
triumph be had %ranted tg the national cause."

Mr. McCulloch's attention having been tailed
to this story, he wrote as follows: "The descrip- |
tion of what occurred at the Executive Mansion, |
when the intelligence was received of the sur-
render of the Confederate forces, which you quote
from the Western Christian Advocate, is notonly |
absolutely groundless, but absurd. After | be- 1
came Secretary of the Treasury | was present at
every cabinet ‘meeting and | never saw Mr. Lin- {

coin”or any of his ministers upon his knees or
in tears” % .HOAL PO p. 83). o
One of Lincoln's most devoted Christian

friends was Judge A. Wakefield, one of the prom-
inent Free State pioneers of Kansas. .He served
with Lincoln in the Black Hawk war and in the
Illinois legislature. While in the legislature Lin-
coin boarded with Wakefield at Vandalia, then
the state capital. Lincoln visited Wakefield ten
years later at Galena, and they continued to cor-
respond until Lincoln’s death. W. H. T. Wake- 1
field, a son of Judge Wakefield, a nominee for |
Vice-President in. 1888 and who. had himself met

|
%‘

and lamented Lincoln’s Infidelity, and referred
to the many arguments between them on the sub-
ject. The” noted minister, Peter Cartwright,
mboarded"with my father at the same time that |
Lincoln, did, -and my father and mother, told me
of the many theological and philosophical ar-
guments indulged in by Lincoln and Cart- |
wright” (S. H. A, P. I, f 212}.

Writing to Lincoln in 1862, Judge Wakefield
expressed a hope that he had changed his views
regarding Christianity. To this' Lincoln re Iier?:
the
Christian scheme of -salvation and the, human or-
igin of the scriptures have become clearer and
giyears; and I see no rea-
son for thinking | shall ever- change them” (S.
H..A, P. II, p. 292)..

Another._of
ances was Jud

ation of Independence, and a son of Thomas Pope
Nelson, one of Kentucky’s most distinguished
statesmen.
were often in each other's company. Judge Ne
son’s “Reminiscences of Abraham Lincoln” were
published in the Louisville Times. "In religion,”
says "Judge Nelson, “Mr. Lincoln was of about
'the same belief as Bob Ingersoll, and there is no
account of his ever havin% changed. He went
.to church a few times with his family while he
was President, but so. far as | have been able to
find out he remained an unbeliever.”

In Lincoln’s so-called state papers are to be
found many allusions to Deity arid other semi-
religious ﬁhrases which, although not acknowl-
edging Christianity, seem inconsistent with his
supposed belief. In explanation of this it may be
said that the greater portion of these papers, es-
pecially those of minor importance, were writ-
ten, not-by Lincoln himself, but by his secretaries
and cabinet:ministers. When he wrote his im-
;mortal Emancipation Proclamation he-made no
acknowledgment of God. This was- afterwards
inserted at the urgent request of Secretary Chase.
In his Gettysburg address, American,oratory, in
the estimation of many, rose to’ high .water mark.
This address, notwithstanding it was delivered at
the dedication of a Cemetery, contains no refer-
ence to religion, save the simple phrase "under
God,” and even this, did not appear in-the origin-
al draft of the address, a facsimile of which
was printed in the Century Magazine for Febru-
ary, 1894. That Lincoln was not the author of
the seemingly pious expressions to be. found m
some of his messages, is confirmed, by Judge Nel-
son. He says:

“I asked him once about his fervent Thanks-
giving message and twitted' him with being an
unbeliever in what was published. ‘Oh,’ said, he,
‘that is some of Seward’s nonsense, and it pleases
the fools.-" ”

The few theistic expressions which Lincoln did
write or utter meant one thing to him and his
friends and another to strangers. General King
speaks of his reliance on Providence. It may in-
terest General King-to know what Lincoln’s idea
.of Providence was. In a speech on Kansas in
1856 he said: “Friends, | agree with you in Provi-
dencej bjjt J believe in the Providence of the

1
1Lincoln, writes: “My father was a member of j
the Methodist church-and frequently spoke of &

!
|
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most men, the largest purse, and the longest
cannon” (Lincoln’s Speeches, p. 140; S. H, A,
P. Il, p. 295). ) ]

I have one more witness, Mrs. Mary Lincoln,
wife of the murdered President. After his death,
in answer to an inquiry respecting Mr. Lincoln's
religious belief, Mrs. Lincoln said:

“Mr. Lincoln had one hope, and no faith, in
the usual acceptance of those words” (Lamon’s
Life of Lincoln, p. 489; S. H. A., P. Il, p. 186).

An Aged Faker’s Fraudulent Claim.

In reading a late number of The Truth Seeker
| observed an article in regard to Dr. Driver
having debated with Colonel Ingersollsomewhere
in Oregon in earlier days. This same Dr. Driver
lectured in this city, Victoria, B. C., about the
time referred to under the auspices of the Y.
M. C. A. He was heralded in the press and
dodgers scattered about the city as having met
and defeated in debate the late Colonel R. G.
Ingersoll, and in consequence of this statement
drew a moderately large audience. | was pres-
ent at this lecture, and although | do not think
that he made-this particular statement, he was
introduced to the audience by the chairman of
the meeting as having defeated and vanquished
that great Infidel Champion, Colonel Ingersoll.
The same statement was made at Port Town-
send, a number of listeners at that place as well
as in this city doubting the accuracy of the claim
made.

In order to ascertain the truthfulness of the
representations of Dr. Driver’s managers, the
Editor of the Port Townsend Leader sent a let-
ter to Colonel Ingersoll inquiring as to the facts
in the case, and the result was the inclosed reply,
which was published in the Leader at the time.
(From the Port Townsend Leader, February 27, 1891.)

Some three weeks ago the “Young Men’s Christian As-
sociation” of this city secured Dr. Driver for a course of
lectures. The reverend gentleman had been here last
year and was known as a powerful and convincing
Speaker. hIn sp|tde of _thl(? rﬁputatlon those who hlad rr]us
our in charge advertised the fact very extensiyely tha
oin i i R sl easans Spath s

himself made this statement and seemed proud of, the
reputation which it gave him. Several of those who
heard the doctor speak took no stock in his claims,
and a letter was forwarded to Colonel .Ingersoll at New
York regarding the matter. In response-the following
reply was yesterday received:

“Law _Office of Robert G. Ingersoll.
45 Wall St., New York, 'February 17,1891.

“D. W. Smith, Esqg., Port Townsend, Washington.—
Dear Sir: Your letter was only brought to my atten-
tion this week on my return from_several weeks' ab-
sence. | never debatéd with Dr. Driver in my life, only
met him incidentally once that | can remember, and
| am not sure of that once, but,my secretary says he
thinks | met him or_rather.-he met me at one of-my
lectures somewhere in Oregon. However, the matter
is not worth attention. Thanklnﬁ_you for your kind let-
ter and Mr; C. B. Reynolds for his remembrance, | am
yours very truly “R. G< INGERSOLL.”

Dr. Driver is too_good a speaker and,should be too
honest to make capital upon an incident which never .oc-
curred. Should Colonel. Ingersoll be proven the one to
be believed in the ?resen_t controversy, Dr. Driver will
And that his labors for religion will fall very wide of the
mark intended.

When this reply was received Dr. Driver had
gone, no one knew whither, and in consequence

those who disbelieved the statement were unable
to bring him to task. If I'can remember aright
there were also some comments in one of our
newspapers upon, the 'incident.

Victoria, B. C. J. JOHNSTON.

One more instance of the power' of punctua-
tion is furnished by a contemporary with a repu-
tation for' Orthodoxy. It shows that even a
comma may play the very deuce. Not many
years ago a distinguished graduate of Oxford
decided to enter the’ Nonconformist ministry,
and to wear no sacerdotal garb. Arid he an-
nounced this 'intention in a manifesto containing
the words: “lI shall wear no clothes, to distin-
guish me from my fellow-Christians.” That de-
lightful comma made him thé laughirig-stock of
the University and the joy of the picture-shops,
whose windows were flooded with illustrations
of the Rev. X. Y. Z. distinguishing himself from
his fellow-Christians.—L.iterary Guide (Lon-
don).

When the devil shut up shop, providence went
out of business, Apoth¢r case of Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde.
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“ WHAT ABOUT DAVID ?**

The Question That Got Evangelist Torrey into
Trouble in Montreal.

It has puzzled and surprised a good many
people in Montreal, why a man of Dr. Torrey’s
remarkable ability should all of a sudden be
thrown completely off his guard by such an ap-
parently simple question as “What About Dav-
id?” 1 know something about Dr. Torrey’s meth-
ods, but he did riot know much about my meth-
ods. King David has always been a hard pill
for .Christians of good moral character to swal-
low. Dr. Torrey, for reasons best known to him-'
self, has adopted the method of insinuating that
“Christian” was a synonym for good moral char-
acter, while “Freethinker;” “Infidel,” “Agnostic,”
etc;, are only more polite words, to be applied
to some people, than thieves,- murderers; drunk-
ards,'adulterers, etc. Of course this'would be a
Very ready and effective method of. influencing
a large gathering of ignorant and emotional
people.” This method lias one grave defect, how-
ever; it is not true. “Be sure you are right, then
go ahead.” The farther you travel’on the wrong
road, the farther you have to walk back to get
to the right road;

When Dr. Torrey thought' he had carried the
whole audience with him, while he was explain-
ing the awful' consequences of- 'listening to or
reading the writings of such Infidels as Ingersoll,
behold! a bolt comes 'suddenly out of a calm,
clear sky, “What about David?"i

He did not give them any extracts from the
life of David, but Montrealers will'know a great
deal more about David' and Ingersoll before the
summer is ended than they'knew before Dr.
Torrey came, to Montreal. R. G. Ingersoll was a
man of clean family 'life; a good, faithful and kind
husband, father, brother; and friend who ‘finished
a strenuous life without a stain on his character.
He was a man that any.country-might well be
proud’of. His friend, thé Rev: Dr. Field; bore
ample- testimony' to that effect in. the pages 'of
the'North American Review. Now, then; “What
about David?” He started his career by start-

iNs' a' rebellion against his master Saui--a far
better man than David in every respect: The-
matter, 6f David, Uriah, and' Bathsheba is so well
known that we will throw the mantle of charity
over it and pass it. There are; however,' other
awful incidents iri David’s life that' are":not near-
ly so well known. He had six wives and ten
concubines—a notorious Mormon .in fact. When
hé went to war he put his unfortunate prisoners
under harrows and saws of iron and- through thé
brick kiln. He repaid the kindness arid hospital-
ity of the king of the Philistines by massacring
a whole community- soithat there would be none
left-to tell the tale. He started out to 'wipe out
Nabal because he refused to supply Himself and
his.band of cutthroats'with free provisions;, arid
then, he took Abigail, Nabal’s wife,; for himself,
along with those he had already.

. This is the man that Dr. Torrey says was a
"better man than Norman Murray: He did not
say at the time that he was a better man than
Ingersoll, but | suppose' that was for. want of
time;

People, are: known by the company they keep.
Dr. Torrey- is welcome t6 the company of King
Davids thé maniafter God's own heart. As for
me |. prefer the company of Robert G. Ingersoll.

But some people will say, "What about the
Psalms?” Well, what about the Psalms? Read
the 109th. Psalm from the .6th to the 20th' verse.
Three things | wtjs taught by a good mother to
'detest—cruelty, telling lies; and profane swear-
ing. My dislike to David commenced when |
was a mere boy away in the' Island of Lewis;
When a very small boy going to school | argued
at home that the psalm should 'never have been
printed in the same book with the 5th and 6th
chapters of Matthew.

For the information of those who may wish to
compare my biography of King David- with the
Bible record, I beg to refer them to the following
passages: 1 Sam. xxv, xxvii; 2 Sam. viij, 4; 2
Sam. xxii, 26-31.; 2 Sam. xxi, 8, 9; 2 Sam. xX, 3;
i Sam. XV, 42, 43; 2 Sam. iii, 2-5. In my next |
will analyze “Torreyite Christianity” as exempli-
fied in the conduct of. some of the converts; how
Torrey's committee observe the Sabbath by-keep-
ing the legal machinery in motion all day Sun-
day; also various' other fruits of this “upas tree.”

NORMAN MURRAY.

'
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Catholics and Suicide:

In-the Literary Digest of March 2 | find an
article entitled “Suicide and Religion in Europe”
which contains copious quotations froril “Civilta
Cattolica” 6f Rothe.

Followincf; are a few of the quotations and
claims set forth: “From the destruction of re-
ligion originates the religion of self-destruction.”
“In a few years we shall see the public schools
(in France) emancipated from religion,' engaged
in rearing a generation of suicides.” “A concep-
tion of the world which is based on religion
renders every condition of life supportable, even
the lot of Job. The want of religiori. renders
life insupportable on even the Slightest reverse.”
The writer further makes the claim that during
the past sixty.years, suicide in Germany and
France has increased 400 per cent, and he lays
all the b.lame on Infidelity to the Christian re-
ligion, but unfortunately he forgets to figure out
for us the per cent of increase in murder and
assassination of Russian Jews caused by an over-
abundance of religious zeal of the same brand.

In view of the fact that these stories in regard
to suicide and heresy are continually being cir-
culated by the religious press as suitable mental
food for thé dupes who habitually read them, it
becomes interesting to know, for example, that
thelonly two suicides that have occurred in my
county (Keokuk Co., lowa) for a long time have
been of two orthodox Roman Catholics. There
is no question, either, as to their religion, or their'
suicide. The findings of the coroner’s inquest in
both cases are on file in the clerk’s office. 1 can
say from my own personal knowledge (for I
was acquainted with, both of them) that neither
of them appeared to have attended to any per-
ceptible extent at the schools which, our writer
says, are “engaged in rearing a generation of
suicides.” But on the contrary 1 knew the one,
as a boy, to atterid Catholic parochial school,
and learned from reliable sources that the other
was so piously superstitious that he would go
before breakfast to have a babe baptized lest it
should die and go to hell if he waited to first
take refreshments.

How “a conception of the world which is
based” on this wonderfully comforting belief in
hell' can make “every condition of life support-
able,” while the want of it, should "render life
insupportable even on the slightest reverse,” is
not explained by éur informant of Rome, but the
only way this conclusion cbuld be reached 'logi-
cally would be to'assume that every Christian
believed the whole creation without exception
was going pell-mell to hell, arid that it was best
to put off an extremely unpleasant condition as
long as possible. E. D. NAUMAN.

Pleasure Seekers and Hell.

The Rev. Dr. Herring has recently freed his
mind against the class of Americans whom he
styles “the'self-centered pleasure-seekers, men
and women to whom existence is synonymous
with! dining and sleeping, with automobiles arid
yachts, with Sunday jaunts and theatre parties,
who touch no burden of church or state, who have
abdicated thought and' renounced parenthood—
these are the men and women; if multiplied suffi-
ﬁiei?tly; who can sink our nation to bottomless

ell.”

A writer 'in Harper's Weekly contends, unex-
pectedly, that these people are riot nearly so
dangerous as Dr. Herring thinks. If they have re-
nounced parenthood, the chances are against their
multiplyirig sufficiently to sink our nation to hell.
“If they have abdicated thought they seem con-
siderably more likely to get into mischief them-
selves and go to pot than to bring doom on their
fellows. Dining and sleeping, automobilirig and
yachting, Sunday-pleasuring and theatre-going,
and neglect of pious and political duties may be
paths to perdition for those who travel them to
extravagant excess, but we do not observe that
the country is critically imperiled by the pleasure-
seeking of the idle rich. It is not they who
make the streets of Chicago unsafe; not they
whom the trust-busters and reformers areaftet.
| The people who have raised the most hob in the
'world have been' people of brain, energy, arid
mindustry—good people, some of them—whose ef-
forts have been misdirected. Thugs and scamps
'do mischief too, but mere pleasure-seekers count
for little that is either good or bad.”
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FROM WOMAN'’S
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POINT OF VIEW.

CONDUCTED BY BERTHA W. HOWE.

“Barbarous peoples coerce their women into
matrimony; civilized people, coerce them into
motherhood.”

These words came from the pen and sympa-
thetic mother heart of Mrs. Virginia M. Butter-
field, living now in a town in Mexico, the name of
which is only to be spoken by a strange tongue—
Culiacan, Sinaloa.* The author has written a
pamphlet* of less than a hundred pages which
fearlessly utters a desire which | think all wom-
en possess. But few have had the concentration
of mind to reason it out so thoroughly, or the
courage to tell it to the world in any systematic

way.

'Fhis is the desire for predetermined mother-

hood. You have heard these words before, prob-
ably, but | venture to say the meaning they con-
vey to you is of the vaguest kind. Mrs. Butter-
field, is not as specific as Annie Besant and
Charles Bradlaugh were, in a certain interdicted
volume published some years ago, for she had in
mind an ignorant and hypocritical post office de-
partment, but she by no means leaves her mean-
ing in the air. She makes a plea for “optional
motherhood as the result of optional conception,”
and she puts forth her plea upon such hi(];h
ground that no one not a religious zealot could
deny its force.

It goes without saying that if you can make a
woman believe that maternity is for God’s pleas-
ure and not her own, and that the more “souls”
she brings into this world the greater will be her
glory in the next, she will submit.- Woman has
excelled in submissiveness. It has been to the
interest of man and the chur.ch and the, state to
train her for submission. But she has lately-
been questioning these masculine powers that be,
and has become so indignant at what she has
learned that there is no denying the fact that
she is “talking back.””

The matter of child-bearing is one of the sub-

jects upon which we may infer_she has, spoken

er mind. Wejudge''sttrbythé'dccreasilig birth
rate among the middle and upper classes. Being
opposed in carrying out her opinions by Some
very foolish laws made by men, she has attained
her object legally when she could, illegally if nec-
essary; but always, because of these same laws,
injuriously. As the paste diamond of inconsist-
ency is flashed by both sexes, the men responsi-
ble for these foolish laws have aided women to
evade them. They have connived with them, for
instance, at late marriages. Mrs. Butterfield, in
agreement with Mrs. Elsie Clews Parsons, author
of “The Family,” attributes to late marriages a
large measure of the prostitution which infests
society. To this obviously evil result should be
added the suppression of the very natural health-
ful impulses of-young men and women, and their
careful concealment from a public which affects
to be horribly shocked at anything which looks,
like a fact. Facts are always shocking things
to a society which -has framed its theories with-
out any reference to them.

Some have attained their object by means of
denial,- which, carried to the necessary extreme,
means husbands who are cross, and wives who
look upon their marital partners as peevish ani-
mals to be avoided or endured, rather than true
companions in whom to rejoice. Another,means
is the quack doctor, as legitimate a part of our
civilization as our jails and poor-houses. It is
idle to find fault with any of these natural prod-
ucts.

Another means is the illegal one of contracep-
tics. It is Mrs. Butterfield’s treatment of this
subject which constitutes the novelty of her dis-
cussion. | cannot do better than to quote from
her remarkable pamphlet:

“If is said that at present women persistently
refuse to bear children. If this is so, it is a
natural reaction. Women have been relentlessly
driven into unwelcome and inexpedient mother-
hood by the laws and conditions of society, and
it is still so well understood that maternity is not
a labor of active choice, or the accomplishment
of an awaken'ed-parental desire, but an enforced
condition,.that it is no wonder that women avoid
it. It is not in human nature to submit willingly

+“Parental Ri
M. Butterfield,
25c¢.

%hts and Economic Wrongs,” by Virginia
tockham Publishing Co., Chicago, I,

to an enforced condition of any kind. It is a nat-
ural instinct, the God-implanted instinct of lib-
erty, to resist coercion, direct or indirect.

“We have all heard the query, ‘Is marriage a
failure?” Who can doubt that this question ex-
ists as an actual problem in civilized life simply
because the results of marriage are legally placed
beyond the control of the two persons directly
interested ?”

I am not so enthusiastic over this simple cure
for bankrupt marriages as the last paragraph
quoted would show the author to be. But there
is much in her argument.

The fact was discussed at the Woman's-meet-
ing of the recent Peace Conference in this city,
that among the more highly civilized peoples,
women are refusing to bear children at the com-
mand of the church or the state. In France) it
was pointed out, prizes offered by the govern-
ment are ineffective to raise the birthrate. This
does not imply the Continence of French hus-
bands and wives, but a more or less scientific reg-

j ulation of nature, which in this country would
* be illegal. Mrs. Butterfield attacks the law
‘against the study, use, saie and manufacture of
contraceptics on two general grounds. She be-
lieves, in the first place,'that the state can thrive
only by the welfare of the individual, and that
each individual is the best judge of, the size of
his own family.

She believes also that if motherhood and fath-
erhood were voluntary, the birthrate Would in
fact increase, because of the greater honor which
comes with the exercise of any function in free-
idoim Parenthood is now so generally uriinten-
tioned and therefore distasteful, that the preg-
nant mother is often the object of the open or
covert jest. This fact finds its reaction in the
shame of the woman, her attempts to hide her
condition, and in the feeling that the child is'
unwelcome. 1 have myself often wondered, at

almost brazen effrontery with which the con-
jugaTrelatiot™enteFéd into, and compared it
with the usual concealment of its to-be-expected
results. Mrs. Butterfield’s pamphlet gives an
ample explanation of the fact in the statement
that marriage is voluntary, while child-bearing
usually is not.

“Does anyone believe,” she asks, “that there
would be fewer children? Do not sterile people
desire children? Is not-a voluntary labor more
readily performed than the same labor, if enforc-
ed? Would not the mere fact of reproduction
being optional place motherhood on so high a
plane that, virile people would be proud to accept
it? Would not the recognized freedom of wom-
an to be or not to be a mother operate toward
placing the pregnant woman in a position of
honor and glory which Would bring happy,
healthy, wholesome .children into the- arms of
every woman capable of bearing them?”

And she says most truly:

“The subversion of the individual’'s right of
optional parenthood by the supposed interests of
the State, has resulted thus: One-half our wom-
en are deprived of the helpful companionship of
marriage; because young men fear to marry,
while the other half are forced into too frequent
maternity ;in,order to make good the deficit caus-
ed by enforced celibacy.

“No man or woman who truly loves could con-
template without repugnance .and regret, the
prospect of a barren union. In the heart of the
true lover dwells always a vision of the woman
he loves, with his babe in her arms. And there
is no woman who does not long to be the mother
of her lover’s child.”

And again:

“The rearing of children is, in its nature, not
a duty but a happiness. No one creature, nor
any aggregation of creatures in the world has a
right under any circumstances whatsoever to
command another to beget and rear children as
a duty; still less to insist that it is, and must
necessarily be, a painful duty which must nev-
ertheless be performed. It is the right of an in-
dividual to become a parent, as it is his right to
marry at his will.  The one is not dependent up-
on the surrender of his will in regard to the oth-
er. He has a right to exercise them both separ-
ately and at his option.

“His duty to the race is to refrain from bring-

ing into the world undesirable children, on the
principle that an individual must refrain from
making a nuisance of himself.”

But what is the use? We are law mad and reg-
ulation mad, and we love to meddle. Like most
laws and regulations, this particular one bears
hardest on the poor, for the rich evade it, while
the poor must submit. Is it easier, | wonder,
to teach the few not to rule, or the mass not to
submit? Or are the two conundrums the obvfefse
side of the same problem?

How Ingersoll Found the Confederacy.

I happen to have before me a copy of The
Confederate Veteran, of last February, in which
there is a statement regarding Colonel Ingersoll’s
capture, written by Col. V. Y. Cook, of Newport,
Ark., who was on the ground. From that article
I quote the following:

“The Seventh Tennessee Federal Cavalry
commanded by Lieut. Cok isadé R; Hawkins, Oc-
cupied the Federal left, in Whéat_wfiS considered
a strong pdSitiOn; but when the Tennessee Con-
federates advanced toward them, their line
vanished like vapor, and thus the position oc-
cupied by Colonel Ingersoll with the Eleventh
Illinois Cavalry, dismounted, was flanked and en-
filaded, and he and most of his officers and men
captured, together with all his artillery, small
arms, and ammunition.

“Colonel Ingersoll was a*brave and skillful of-
ficer; and had the Tennessee Federais stood well
to their colors, General Forrest might have been
defeated, for his armament was very ineffective,
being a mixture of flintlock muskets, double-
barrel shotguns, and Derringer pistols, and sup-
plied with only a few rounds of ammunition. He
was therefore in poor condition to encounter
such1 formidable equipment as Ingersoll’'s men
possessed™

“Colonel Hawkins was in ho manner respons-

ible for the bad Conduct of his regiment on this
or any other Occasion. He was a brave,, con-
scientious, though indulgent officer, and no truer
man to his government or to his friends ever_

jdonne.d the Federal uniiprtii. -
1tngersollwas-captured by Capi. Ftank

B. Gurley, of the Fourth Alabama Cavalry, who,
when commanded by Captain Gurley to sur-
render, said rather nonchalantly: Ts this your
Southern Confederacy for which 1 have so dili-
gently searched? Being assured that it was
Colonel Ingersoll- replied somewhat facetiously:
‘Then 1 am your guest until the wheels of the
great Cartel are put in motion.” He then added:
‘Here are the lllinoisans; the Tennesseeans have
inglériously fled.’

“Never in all General Forrest's captures—and
they were many—did he make such timely ac-
quisitions in war materials as here or capture a
foe possessed of so much wit and humor.

“Already aware of the aggregated number of
Federal troops stationed at different points in
West Tennessee and the fiames of the respective
commanders, and being anxious to know whose
command he had just encountered, General For-
rest accosted Cplonel Ingersoll soon after the
latter’s capture with the inquiry as to whose
command he belonged, and was promptly ans-
wered: ‘“To Colonel Ingersoll’s, if 1 was not the
.man myself. General Forrest knew of no such
command, and, being satisfied that it was only
a detachment was extremely anxious to strike
the other portion at once before its commander
heard of the discomfiture of the Ingersoll de-
tachment; so he asked Colonel Ingersoll from
where he came,,to which the wily Colonel re-
plied.: ‘From everywhere but here, and | hope to
be from here just as soon as | can secure your
genial approbation to that effect’ General For-
rest greatly enjoyed such an exhibition of humor,
and thereupon released Cplonel Ingersoll tem-
porarily on his verbal parole, which the Colonel
faithfully observed.”—The Searchlight for April.

The annual conference of the National Secular
Society of England was announced for “Whit-
Sunday,” May 19. In the list of subjects for dis-
cussion were Sunday recreation and Sunday free-
dom, Secular education, and the policy of arbitra-
tion in international disputes as the only feasible
method of minimizing the danger of war. No re-
port of the conference has arrived, but it is safe
to assume that the delegates had the good judg-
ment to reelect G. W. Foote president, to adopt
his policies and entrust him largely, as executive,
with the condM of the 8pciet/s affairs.



Minor Editorial

Lady Cook Of London, who in America
was Teuilie C. Claflin, sister and partner
of Victoria Woodhull, is the patroness of
a Roman Catholic school at Wands-
worth.

it is thé sad fate Of tile Rev. Harry
L. Baynes, a wealiliy mission preacher,
to be deposed from the pulpit of
the church he founded at Englewood.
1. Like the Rev. Jere Knode Cooke of
Hempstead, L. I, the Rev. Mr. Baynes

eloped with a girl of seventeen,
leaving a deserted wife to mourn
his  loss. Like the other couple

also, Baynes and his girl companion
QOaiihot be located. There are so many
of these eifericai goats astray now that it
will be difficult for thé detectives to hunt
long without failiiig bvfer one or more of
them.

The clergy of Baltimore, having bat-
tened down the hatches of the public
houses and the shops, are now moving to
put the lid on the sodawater fountain. So
writes Mr. John F. Clarke, who resides in
a suburb of Baltimore. The old reason
for this measure is advanced, namely,
that children on their way to Sunday
School spend their nickels for sodawater
instead ofpeeping it to put in the con-
tribution box. Appeal to the law is made
on the ground that the interests of the
churches must be protected by statute,
As well suppress the soda fountain on
week days that the thirsty may spend
their money in the saluons.

The offlciousness of clergymen in as-
suming that they may dictate who shall
and who shall not get married is thus
commented upon by a writer in the New
York Sun: “The law of this and of other

states provides who may- marry and when,
and regulates divorces. Clergymen have
no authority to .perform the marriage
ceremony except that given them by law.
Where do they get the right to override
or nullify the law of the land? In many
countries the result of their attempts in.
that direction has been to deprive them
of all power to solemnize, legal mar-
riages.” Clergymen who decline to sol-
emnize marriages that are legal should
be deprived of the authority given them
by the state, as any other official may
be who refuses to do his duty.

Sagacious is the advice given by Mayor
Dimmick of Scranton, Pa., to the Sabbath
Association which would enforce in full
the provisions of the blue laws of 1794.
The mayor warns the clergymen and lay-
men engaged in this work of persecution,
though he does not characterize the Sun-
day crusade as such, that a rigid inter
pretation of the act would be likely to de-
feat the end in view, which is the preser-
vation of Sunday as the Sabbath. Noth-
ing could be nearer the truth Continued
observance of Sunday depends not upon
regarding it as a holy day, but upon its
character as a holiday. The old Puritan
Sunday died a natural death, and if the
people cannot have a Sunday that is
something more than a day for going to
church and looking unhappy, they will
have none at all.

The ruction caused by the trustees of
Plymouth church renting the building for
a lecture.on Christian Science by Judge
Hanna was quieted by the “Scientists”
releasing the deacons from the contract,
although they had been to large expense
in issuing advertisement and tickets. The
trouble was precipitated through the big-
otry of Gen. Horatio C. King, clerk of
the board of trustees, who called the pro-
ceeding a prostitution of the church.
Plymouth church enjoys exemption from
taxation on the ground that it is used
exclusively for religious purposes; never-
theless the trustees are in the habit of
renting it out for concerts, lectures, and
other secular occasions, and it derives a
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large income from that source. Only sec-
tarian prejudice, as embodied in Gen-
eral King and his sympathisers, shut out
the “Scientists.” Had Judge Hanna hap-
pened to be a Congregationallst, and his
lecture an attack on Christian Science,
General King would most likely have
bought tickets for all his friends.

The state's WitiieSS, Orchard, who con-
fessed that he planted tiio bomb Which
killed former Governor Stunenberg of Ida-
ho, and who has just been Interviewed by
the newspaper men, is reported to be
experiencing religion. The Sun’s Boise
correspondent says: "Despite the man’s
record, there is a spiritual quality about
his face. This coupled with things that
he said led to the conclusion that the
man is posscsed of religious fervor and
ambition to styuaro his accounts with
life, so far is hfl cflfl, before he takes
leave of it.” A broken and contrite
heart, says the poet, the Lord will not
despise; but men are prone to be sus-
picious of the informer’s sincerity. Never-
theless Orchard may have got religion.
We suppose that absurdities of the Chris-
tian faith appear as reasonable to an as-
sassin as they can be expected to look
to a man who has no murders on his con-
science. The suspicion is voiced that the
interview and the unction of Orchard
have been arranged by the state to
strengthen Orchard’s credit as a witness.

It must be comforting to the Rev. Mr.
Carpenter, pastor of the Apostolic Union
Holiness church of Dover, Del., to feel
that although heaven erred when it gave
him Viola Pilling for a wife, he may now
accept Della Goodrich as an affinity in
the full assurance that in sending her to

him, heaven 'Is onl}/ atoning for its
original mistake. Still', as he'sayft, “It is

hard to explain such things to persons
who do not understand the ways of
heaven,” and we cannot blame him for
not taking his congregation into his con-
fidence. When a preacher of the gospel
has taught that marriage is a sacrament,
that man and wife are joined together
by God, that observance of the marriage
vows, is dictated by morality, and that
the sole dependence of morality is re-
ligion—when a man who has taught these
things is guilty of what the Rev. Car-
penter has done, deceiving a wife and se-
ducing a young woman from her virtue,
no confession short of the admission that
religion does not exert a moral influence
is adequate to the occasion; and of
course no preacher is going to give that
fact away.

A week ago Senator Thompson’s Sun-
day baseball bill was said to have been
killed by the attacks of Senators Agnew
and Armstrong. On May 16 the bill was
revived and passed. The Press dispatch
from Albany under that date says: “Tak-
en from, the scrap heap, where it was
thrown a week ago, the Thompson hill
to permit Sunday baseball among ama-
teur teams in New York city was put
through the Senate this afternoon with
twenty-eight votes, two more than were
required to pass it. The introducer of
the bill and its other friends believe now
that they can get favorable action In this
Assembly, and they have some hope
that Governor, Hughes will not withhold
his approval when the measure comes
before him. There was general inclina-
tion outside of the Tammany and Mc-
Carron Senators to dodge the roll call.
It was only by hustling around the lob-
bies and making personal pleas to indi-
vidual Senators that Senator Thompson
mustered a majority for his bill. The
vote stood 28 to 11. When the bill failed
a week ago, Thompson made the usual
motion to reconsider the vote by which
it had been lost. He asked to-day to
have that motion taken from the table,
and won out.”

The coroneT’s jury In the case of Mrs.
Corinne McBride, whose death by Chris-
tian Science caused some discussion in
this city, rendered a verdict stating the
cause of death, expressing the opinion
that the patient’s life could have been
saved by a doctor of medicine, and con-
cluded: “We hereby censure the hus-
band of the deceased, Robert C. Mc-
Bride, for falling to furnish such medi-
cal attendance When the same was de-
manded by the sister of the deceased,
Alice Chism. We also censure Margaret
Duncan and Mrs. Anna C. Crowley, so-
called Christian Science practitioners, for,
failing to furnish such medical attend-
ance, and We find that a number of medi-
cal doctors in New York city make it a
practice to furnish death certificates for
persons who die under so-called Chris-
tian Science treatment, thus enabling
Christian Science practitioners to evade
the laws of the state of New York In
their so-called treatment, and we re-
spectfully call the attention of the De-
partment of Health of the city of New
York, the district attorney of New York
county, and the Medical Society of New
York county to the practice of such phy-
sicians and request them to take all the
necessary steps required by law to put
a stop to such practices and punish the
perpetrators thereof.”

We have a communication from a
writer signing himself “Decency” severe-
ly censuring the Rev..John L. Clark, pas-
tor of the Bushwick Avenue Congrega-
tional church of Brooklyn for officiating
at the marriage of the actress, Mabelle
Gilman, to W. E. Corey, president of the
Steel Trust, whose wife has but recently
secured a divorce. “Disgusting as the
morally leprous union "of that creature
Corey and the woman Gilman was,” ex-

claims “Decency,” “that a minister so
mercenary could T> found (even In a. pro-

fession well stocked with mercenaries)
as to have his price for such dirty work,
is discouraging to such as believe that
mankind is improving. . . . Itis to be
doubted that even an aiderman could be
found, venal as many of them are, who
would have united the parties to that bar-
gain-and-sale affair. But a minister—that
is, among those who are on the fringe of
the profession—can always be found with
a price. What a holy farce it all is! Why a
clergyman at all?” Our anonymous cor-
respondent also exclaims: “Hats off to
the decent Catholic clergy who would not
touch the ‘unholy thing!” ” We shall try
to keep our hat on. We do not know why
a clergyman at all, but can see little
difference between this wedding and
others at which the Catholic clergy have
officiated. There, was the “bargain-and-
sale affair” celebrated by a Roman Catho-
lic archbishop called the Gould-Castellane
nuptials, in which an American girl and
her money were conveyed to a French
roue who had nothing to give in return
but an empty title. And we do not be-
lieve that any of the Catholic clergy ever
had a chance to pass up the job accepted
by the Brooklyn minister or to decline
the fee which the “creature Corey” stood
ready to pay. People fresh from the
divorce courts have been united in mar-
riage by priests of the Roman church,
and the explanation offered that as the
former wife or husband had not been
baptized the previous marriage did not
count. The Corey-Gilman marriage is to
be judged by the Intentions, good faith,
and motives of the couple, and about
these we know nothing. Naturally sym-
pathy is felt for the divorced wife, and
from all accounts she is the only one of
the parties concerned who needs it. Un-
less the Corey-Gilman marriage was
known to be lllegal, it would have been
a piece of Impertinence for any official—
priest, parson, or aiderman—empowered
by the state to perform the marriage
ceTemony, to condemn its morality by re-
fusing to officiate.
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SIXHISTORIC
AMERICANS

WITH PORTRAITS

BY

JOHN E. REMSBURG

George Washington
Thomas Jefferson
Thomas Paine

Benjamin FranKlin
Abraham Lincoln
Ulysses S. Grant

The Six Greatest Figures in Ameri-
can History, and Not One of
ThemWas a Christian. All
Were Unbelievers—All

Freethinkers

WASHINGTON
Propositions proved:

1. That Washington was not a
Christian communicant.

2. That he was not a believer in
the Christian religion.

JEFFERSON

Says Benjamin Lossing in his
“Lives of the Signers of the Decla-
ration of Independence:”

“Inreligionhe was a Freethinker
in morals pure and unspotted.”

PAINE

In regard to Paine’s Religions
views Mr. Remsburg establishes the
negative of the following: r. Was
Paine an Atheist? s. Was he a
Christian? 3. Did he recant?

FRANKLIN

“It is muchto be lamented that a
man of Franklin's general good
character and great influence
should have been an unbeliever
in Christianity, and also have done
as much as he did to make others
unbelievers.”—Dr. Priestley-.

LINCOLN
A cloud of witnesses testify to
Lincoln’s rejection of Christianity.

GRANT

The refutation of Grant’s alleged
Christian belief is complete, arid
the proofs of his disbelief are full
and convincing.

The Book Contains about 550
pages. It has portraits of
Paine, Jefferson, Wash-
ington, Franklin, Lin-
coln, and Grant

It is printed in large clear type,
on heavy paper, and hand-
somely bound

PRICE, $1.25

A Book that Every American Free-
thinker will Delight to Own

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,
62 Vesey Street, New York
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Books by Saladin.

ISAURE AND OTHER POEMS.
“The v¥ ohe enty-one g)oerrt]? are_ cul-
tured, fresh, fragrant, thoughtful. Every
verse reveals the thinker, ohserver, re-

former. Every. aqe glows with passion
_arlld throbs with Tlife."—Oldham "Chron-
"“Cloth, 9

. , BR/I Price, |1.00. . .
THE BQTTOMLES8 PIT: A Discursive
“;I'reatlse on ,Etern?l Eorrpent. d
asuccession of chapters made
of thirland, earthquake, FzZmd Ilrpe, SaH’f—
din Pere sets fort hlf haHed of the, med-
leval doctrine of hell, the appreciation
of the devil which he appears to share
with his compatriot Burns, and his con-
tempt for orthodoxy and its teachers. In
so far as the horrible notions. he here
stigmatizes still survive in Christendom
we_sympathize with him In his crusade.”

—The Literary World.
Cloth, 224 g?) Price, $1.25,
THE CONFESSIONAL: Romish and An-

lican. An Exposure. = |
ontents: _Introduction—Licentiousness
of the Pre-Reformation Church—Lechery
f the Confessional—Ritualism: “The
Priest in Absolution”—The Anglican Con-
fessional—Ingffectual Efforts t0 Suppress
Reforming Tendencies— The Anglican
Church—Confessions of an Escaped Nun
—Extracts from Dens and_Llguorl—Ex-
amination of the Church’s Claim to Have
Fostered Learnln%‘—Her,Attem;ﬁ]s at ?_? -
tm?n(r:y ven Muore Ruinous Than. e[
Self-Indulgence—The . Relative Criminal
Statistics “of . Catholicism and Protestant-
|sm—APpend|x.
Paper; 25 cents.
THE BOOK OF VIRGINS, and Lays and
Legends of the Church and_the World.
“The leading features of this book are
Its wit, its humor, and an undertone of
lasphemy. ~~ Mr. Stewart Ross is sore
upon the’virgins and the saints."—Glas-

gow Herald .
Price, $1.25.

Cloth, 224 FPFQ ) . .
BIRDS OF AY: A Discursive Series
of Monographs.

“This is one of those strenuous on-
slaughts on parsons, ecclesiasticism, and
Christianity ‘itself, with which Saladin
has made "the world so familiar.”—L.ite-

raré/ World. i
loth, 224 pEi Price, $1.25. .
GOD AND "HIS BOOK. The Bible:
Where did we Get IL and What is'lt?
“You have earned the thanks of all
who really think. You have hastened
the coming of that day when there

will be found in the world's creed
this at least: Hameess is the
only good. The time to be happ}q_ls now.

is here.” The wa!

Thé place to be happ}&
to be happy is to make others so. And,
when that”day comes, those who by
thought or. deéd have added to the sum
of human joy will be the saints, and on
that calendar will be found your name.”
—R. G. Irb%ersoll. i
Cloth, 302 pp. Price, $1.25.

THE HOLY LANCE: An Episode of the
Crusades and other Monagraphs.
“Saladin may show a sad”lack of rev-,

erence; but his iconoclastic essays are

racy and vigorous, and cannot bée read
without a feeling of respect for the au-
thor's talent, whatever we may think
of his methads. For priestcraft and
shams of all kinds, Saladin has no mercy.

‘There is more lunacy, he says, ‘In

Brompton Oratory in_a day than there

is in Bethlehem Hospital in"a year. Till,

the teeth of Priestcraft be “shattered
there is no hope for real social and
political reform. Before you can make

a people free it is necessary you should

make them sane.” Some ©of his gibes

will go home. . . . Without copious”quo-
tation we could not give our readers.an
idea of the brilliancy” of much that is in
this book.”—L iterary .World.;

Cloth, 228 pp. Price, $1.25.

WOMAN:_ Her Glory, Her Shame, and
Her God;—The object of Saladin’s book
appears to be to refute, the assertion of
Archdeacon Farrar's opinion of what
Christianity has done for woman; and
this object has been carried out in_ the
most thorough, exhaustive and plainest
manner possible. Everything relating to
woman, from her first appearacne .in the
Garden of Eden, down through all_ her
subsequent hlstorly—blbllcal_ly, religious-
ly, somal_l¥], morally, domestically, efc., is

iven with great “minuteness, ‘and her
glory and_shame’ dwelt upon most elab-
orateély. Two volumes, cloth, 528 pp.
Price "$2.50.
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Letters of Friends.

Readers desirous of communicating
with the writers of the letters In this de-
;I)_artment may address them in care of

he Truth Seeker, 62 Vesey Street, New
York, N. Y., and the letters'will be read-
dressed and forwarded.

. CONCERNING VIOLA'S EGO.
From Albert Roscoe, Massachusetts.
Mr. Editor: Our old friend Viola reap-

pears. This time (April 6) as plain Fred-
erick Taylor. Not much improved, though,
so | shall not recognize the change; for
sho is still the same faithful, credulous
creature, grasping at straws to support
old superstitions, vain hopes, and declin-
ing faiths.

Tills talk about egos is something new
in the discussion of immortality. When
| was a boy the parson had only got as
far along as the soul, and that was usu-
ally the full size of the man it inhabited
or had left. After it had left the body it
was called his ghost, and often returned
at certain hours of the night to his for-
mer haunts—his home or bedchamber, to
consult with friends as to something he
had previously neglected. Also it was of-
ten seen walking in the graveyard by
night, but always in white robes, whether
saint or sinner. Now, it appears, that
class of gentry are still lingering about
us, though not exposing themselves to
the gaze of ordinary mortals; for they
are being photographed of late by some
select few of our Spiritualist mediums,
and still in white robes, though of much
lighter and more gauzy texture than fifty
years ago. Some few of the very good
ones, if I remember correctly, have on
special occasions been known to wear -
halos. But what bothers most the carnal
man who has not experienced spirit life,
is where or how these egos, souls, or
ghosts get all this clothing. .Nature
’Sends “0s here without any, and these'

egos, souls, or ghosts, leave in the same
nude state so far as we know. At least
we never miss any clothing when they

0.
‘ Sister Viola may doubt this story of
souls being caught by the camera full
size and in white robes; but it's no use.
| have seen it in the papers, and it is.
well vouched for by some of the best and
wisest of the faithful. Why, there are
hundreds of spirit mediums here in. Bos-
ton who can vouch for it; they are earn-
ing their daily bread by calling up. these
ghosts and materializing them, and con-
suiting them on all sorts of questions of.
interest to their bereaved friends; .that
is, if said bereaved ones have the;price.
There..is also another idea.in this ques-
tion which is a matter of curiosity to
the vast and still-increasing throng of
men like myself, or the aforesaid. That
is, how these egos, souls, or.ghosts of
.ours come to know so much more when
we are dead than when we are alive—
when, it has possession of our body, with
all its equipments of brain, nerves, and
senses of sight, hearing, feeling, etc., and
as Viola-says, in the position of an en-
gineer, using our various members as its
servants. Yet, with all these God-given
advantages over the natural man, it
doesn’t seem to be able while we yet live
to help us in discovering or locating our
own internal troubles, such as a gallstone
a cancer, or a stray bullet, for.instance;
or, what would be of still greater -im-
portance to us, the detection of the pres-'
once of God’s blessed microbes in our
veins, lungs, or nerves, with proper in-
structions as to how to rout them. But,
instead', if our attendant physician is not
bright enough to do this for us, we have
only to go to some medium who will call
up the ghost of some squaw, and in less
time than | could tell the story, this
squaw will look you all through, and pre- |
ddress NO’ the
Best doctor of to-day, with even bis 41-

ploma and x-ray at hand, is no match for
a dead squaw, no matter how long deceas-
ed; or, in fact, any dead person who
never knew anything when alive.

Still 1 don't know that Viola heed feel
disconcerted by this array of facts, as 1
heard of one prominent divine not long
since, who, so far as | can judge from his
statement, seemed to be in perfect ac-
cord with lier fts to the size of the ego
or soul. He. remarked to the effect that
the human soul was so line and elusive
a quantity (so small) that a thousand ot
them could dance at the same time on
the point of a cambric needle and have
room to spare.

If this is so, 1 don't wonder that Viola
believes her ego to be the last analysis,
tho indivisible, etc., and not only so,
but most any materialist should be able
to believe it;*that is, judging from peo-
ple we see passing through this vale of
tears labeled for glory. Then we can’t
see how it can make any difference to the
man whose soul is as small as that wheth-
er it is saved, lost; or annihilated, or
how he is to know what happens to it
after he is dead, or even how his God can
find it to destroy it, in case he is so dis-
posed. Still, if we had Viola's faith,
which the Christian’s bible tells us is the
substance of things unseen, and the evi-
dence of things hoped for, we should
know. But we see by this last letter of
hers, that for all her boasted faith, when
she comes to the question of death she is
as weak-kneed as thousands of others of
her kind. In one sentence she mentions
death, the soul’s release, as an inestima-
ble boon, and in another she says, “Much
as | try to trust in God, I ,yet find the aw-
ful thought that death may (by some re-
mote possibility) mean annihilation, the
greatest nightmare of my earthly life, and
the same haunting thought makes me al-
most inconsolable in bereavement.” This
Is a very frank and truthful statement of
what the .faith of the average believer
amounts to. | have lived and associated
with professed Christians  for  sixty
years, and this exactly corroborates my
observations and experiences. | have
never yet met one of them but would
cower as quickly in the face of death or
danger as | would. It is these “awful”
and “haunting thoughts,” and these
“nightmares”,she mentions that drive so
many of the faithful to insanity and an
untimely death. And how acceptable to
their God and the angels must be these
doubting lunatics as they arrive in para-
dise!

On this point, Viola has treated us to a
marvelous piece of inconsistency. She.
says, “This ego, the soul, is the only
thing that has life.” And again, she says,
“It tenants the brain and nerves as well
as the rest of the physical body, and
gives them life, using the various mem-
bers as its servants.”

This, of course, is substantially the
claim of all supematuralists and believers
in immortality. It agrees with Professor
Bowne’s ideas of the soul, which, he says,
is the agent that thinks and feels and
wills, and knows itself in so doing. But
when | ask, “If one is simple, idiotic, or
crazy, is it his gray matter, or this ego
that has gone wrong?” She tells us, “The
soul in such case is in tne position of an
engineer whose machinery has given
out.” Now, this won't do. In this case
she is relieving her engineer- of all re-
sponsibility for our thoughts and actions.
All supernaturalists claim that this
“ego,” the soul, or engineer, is the only
thing responsible for our thoughts and
actions, when the brain, nerves, and the
other members of our physical body are
in a healthy and normal condition. And
if so, how is it this responsibility can be
shifted when we are simple, idiotic, or
crazy? for our brains, nerves and the vari-
ous members of the physical body are
still very much alive and active, and as
ready a§ ©Oyer to do the bidding of the

engineer, while Professor Bowne’s “agent
that thinks and feels and wills and
knows itself in so doing" still holds tile
fort so far as we know. We certainly
have not changed egos or engineers—got
a new one that don't know his job, and
Is allowing us to talk silly, and do idiotic
and crazy things. But Viola will have to
accept this, or admit that her engineer
has gone wrong, that this “ego,” soul en-
gineer, that spark of life, ot divinity,
that still small voice within ui, that God-
given something, that never-erring guide
as to truth and rlgnt, has gone foolish,
Idiotic or crazy; and is capable of get-
ting drunk and having deliriums; or she
must admit that It is “the gray matter”
that has gone wrong; that the gray mat-
ter, in conjunction with our nervous sys-
tem, is the agent responsible for our
thoughts and actions; that all manifesta-
tions of organic life are the result of nat-
ural causes (not supernatural), and that
any derangement of the same is also due
to natural causes. | submit this for her
consideration—if it is not to her highly
cultured and scientific mind, “simply non-
sense,” and hope to hear from her again.

As to the rest of her article, which
abounds with maybes, conjectures, proba-
bilities, and possibles, it needs no com-
ment. All the evidence she seems to re-
quire to prove the truthfulness of any of
her supernatural idiosyncrasies is the
fact that she believes them, or that they
are universally believed. She forgets, or,
perhaps, never heard, that at one time not
so very long ago the flat earth theory was
universally believed by what was then
called the civilized world.

In parting | will only say that if Viola
is really desirous of more light on the
incarnation theories of her “ego,” or its
existence, and the like, 1 would most re-
spectfully recommend her to a study of
nature, and our relations thereto, instead
Of the dreams and gucssaalof£ n 1-emoto
and ignorant ancestry, or even the more
modern Christian dogmas of the dark
ages.

A DUTY PERFORMED.
From John C. Yeevan, Canada.

Dear Editor: In your issue of April 13
you publish a short article by Grace L.
Macdonald under the heading of “A
Reason for Excluding the Bible.” This
reason is one given by people who look
so favorably on the Bible that they do
not wish it to be read to the children
by teachers, as they (the teachers) are
often incompetent in this direction and
sometimes “little better than, infidels.”
The writer, after a few remarks, then
proceeds to advise Freethinkers to adopt
as a means of excluding the Bible from
schools, this idea, viz., “that it is a
profane action to have the scriptures ad-
ministered in secular schools by impious
and unconsecrated persons.” Now, my
object in writing is to say that such ad-
vice, and appearing in such a good paper
as yours, IS most pernicious and mean
and dishonest. A Christian, friend, after
reading the article, remarked, and with
some excuse, it must be admitted, “What
else can you expect from a Freethinker?”

Usually, there are two ways of gain-
ing certain things, one of which is an
underhanded, contemptible way, and this
is the way we are asked to dispose of the
Bible. The writer might reasonably
have gone on to advise us to become
Christians, with the idea of subtly un-
dermining the people’s faith.

No; if our cause is to succeed, which
it must, it must be by earnest and
honest endeavor. And the way to have
the Bible excluded is by openly and
fearlessly denouncing it as an imposi-
tion on human intelligence; an arch-
enemy to progress and reform; an over-
rated bundle of Hebrew literature, as
Bernard Shaw puts it; and, in Robert
Blptchford’s words, a book that smells
horribly of blood. By adopting this
method. “Freethinkers and their chil-



dren may become unpopular with their |
friend«," according to your article, "and |
may have to bear the expense of lav*
suits," But at least they will be inno-
cent of miserable subterfuge and trick-
ery, and able to look the Christian
friend boldly In tbe face, having the
knowledge that solely on Its demeribs
are they striving to oust that objection*
able book from where'it pollutes the
children’'s minds.

| am sorry at having to write to this
strain, but It Is from tbe best of motives,
| can assure you. Trusting that to
fairness to your paper and Its readers
yon will give this matter publicity by
publishing this letter, 1 am yours very
truly.

GRAVITATION AND SPACE.

From W. P. Lawrence, Cape Breton.

Editor of The Truth Seeker—Dear Sir:
Although | have partly promised not to
refer to Mr. Gates or his hypothesis again,
and although he has ruled me out of the
discussion on the ground that my criti-
cism is dishonest, appointing himself leg-
islator, counsel, judge and jury gwhat a
pity he could not appoint himself execu-
tioner as well), | trust you will pardon
me for once more referring to a few
points In his articles.

In the first place, Mr. Gates takes as
the subject of his letter, which is headed
"Reply to an evasive argument,” a re-
mark of mine that was never meant for
an argument, Tbe point is simply this:
Mr. Gates claimed that if gravitation were
a pull it would be the same at all dis-
tances. "The pull of the earth at infin-
ity would be the same as the pull at the
surface of the earth” (T. S, Jan, 12).
tried to show that such a statement was
illogical, since gravitation might be weak-
ened by the resistance of the medium or
B0 CaLsgtcy gy gpinion is et
lost in spaceJust as aye its light and
heat, and any novice in mathematics can
tell you that if such is the case the force
acting on two equal masses would be in
inverse proportion to the square of their
distances. At infinity the sum total of
the sun’s attraction would be the same as
at its surface, but, being infinitely dif-
fused, it would be reduced to nothing at
any one point—that is, admitting, as the
scientists claim, that gravity is not re-
duced by any medium; but whether that
Is true or not, neither Mr. Gates nor.the
scientists can prove. However, it shows
the weakness of Mr, Gates's “hypothesis"
that he should spend so much energy on
this insignificant point in any criticisms
and utterly ignore all the real arguments
| have advanced against his theory.

| do not consider Mr. Gates a fool, nor
ever did. Fools do not read The Truth
Seeker, but many of its readers entertain
some strange ideas nevertheless. Neither
would I indulge in'such an outburst as
Mr. Gates indulges in in his last epistle.
He says “this hypothesis as given in The
Truth Seeker is as much reserved against
theft as any other property must be." Ye
Gods! Does Mr. Gates think | want to
steal his hypothesis? Does he imagine |
.am making a collecticn . of scientific
freaks?

“A man making such an argument,” he
says, "could not understand that | do not
regard Newton as silly.” Very well, Mr.
Gates; | am pleased to see that your opin-
ions are changed, but | was merely
quoting your own article, Sept. 8, 1906, in
which you said: “Two laws and two at-
tractions for the same matter. Silly
Newton, and others, who invented such a
myth as that."

He says that “a man might possess all
the books in the world, and yet be more
ignorant than an African,savage." Very
true, but the question is if he had read
all those bcoks and still remained igno- |
rant would he receive a sudden flood of
enlightenment by writing to Mr. Gates for
information regarding his new theory of
gravitation?

The Troth Seeker. — May 23, 1907.

They Changed

BY L. H.

'«peaking of circutnstoAc**s altering
cases,”" says a writer in a Chicago dally
paper, “there was a caute of Mi»« Eu-
bemla Beltox. Khe was a lecturer, and
er iconoclastic eloquence is «aid to Ixave
been largely Instrumental in securing the
suffrage for the women of Wyoming.
From which you will gather that Miss
Bellox was not any spring chicken. i5h?
was not That is, she had not been for
some time, She was a good woman, un-
doubtedly, but hardly a good-looking one,
according to common standards of beau-
ty. She was tall, but not divinely so;
fair, but with the fairness associated
with freckles. Her eyes were blue and
her hair golden, but the blueness had a
steely quality, emphasized by eyeglasses,
and the gold was pale and lusteriess and
there wasn't any too much of 1L" Miss
Bellox stood upon a platform and pried
holes in the pedestai under the present
grouping of the household lares and
penates, wickedly exhorting women not
to consider "frying 'em in lard,” the
chief end of their sex. Continues the ed-
itor, "She had a hard time of it, natural-
ly. The profession of emancipator is-
not a paying one from a pecuniary
point of view. She went here and there
over the land, attending conventions,
lecturing, organizing and what not, rid-
ing in stuffy day coaches, staying at
third-rate hotels, patronized, ridiculed,
abused, applauded in turn, and with no
prospect of anything else before her in
life. Not that she would have asked for
anything more. Then a rich relative
happened to die and left her a pretty
good thumping legacy. Within a month
after that her views became radically
changed. She grew tolerant of the mon-
. m%n, rrl(onfth I%%er she married
him, Jf you ask for the”eaeon, 1 can
only reply that it was & very good and
sufficient one. | don't know what the
man’s motives were. He may not have
been mercenary. As | have said, Miss
Sellox had many excellent qualities.
There has to be a first proposal for ev-
ery woman, however engaging, if you
come to that But the reason was that
the man asked her to marry him—and
she concluded that she liked him."

"The suffragist, having perused this ed-

itorial effort over the after-dinner coffee

cup, thoughtfully betook herself unto
her sanctum, and after awhile evolved
the fo’'towing:

The Suffragist Amendeth The Account of
Miss Sellox, And Telleth How John
Changed His Views.

John Blivens was a Socialist He used
to go about from one town to another
making speeches, and every once in a
while he would branch out on the mar-
riage question. John used to say that
it didn't seem to-him women were get-
ting fair play any way you could figure
it, and he believed in a “square deal”
for everybody, even for those whose gar-
ments were not bifurcated. He averred
that comparatively few women were
taught any useful occupation, and that
those who were, and who could do some
needed work well, were underpaid. The
consequence, John said, was that they
squeezed up their waists into a 19 inch
straight front, put on a pompadour, and
went forth to lasso the first man they
cou’d catch off the reservation. These
marriages, he was wont to continue,
were apt to be about as miserable affairs
as were ever sanctioned by Beelzebub;
they ate men’s and women’s hearts out
with worse misery than anything else
he knew of except an extra bad case of
the drink habit; and worse than that,
they made demoralized and unnatural
children, who didn't believe in anything,
and didn’'t care if they didn't This un-
fortunate kind of domestic arrangement

Their Views.

DANA.

fe paM, omU d*. very »HI L*

after it was gotten into. Hr-*a*? the
woiuao didn't fcaow bow  take ear* of
berartf, aad you were eftfeer face to
face with tbe alfaDOuy qw»*toa. or e£&?
you were la state quo until 4estb easov
a'oog and raerrifrily parted you.

Jobs nto that when be was fa ©cflege
fee saw quite a good aauy girft walking
off with tbe prize* Is Latin, Greek. axd
mathematic«, and so be eonrtHed the
»«st have sousethfang faa the tops of theflr
beads approximating brains; out be sato
he didn’t think that any man oovM car-
ry on original research in an abstruse
subject, in a small house where there
were as many children as President
Roosevelt recommended; and to save
him. be couldn't zee why a woman hadn't
just as much right to do brain work as
any man had, seeing that no one had
ever guestioned her right to scrub out
kettles. He was of the opinton that it
would be a first rate idea to fraast up
some p'aa that should leave both saes
and women free to use such menial fao-
ulties as they happened to come into the
world with and he didn't think the
patching of trousers necessarily either a
"man's work" or a "woman's wort."

John used to say, further, that the
way we ran things was calculated to
turn out women who didn't know how to
talk about anything hut cooks and
clothes, and fee confessed he didn't like
to listen to that sort of discourse for
more than about two minutes ax a time,
and he couldn’t understand for the life
of him how anybody else did. You could
get John wound up a’ong this line, and
he would talk right cm untH there wasn't
an open eye left, in the audience, and

no cae would have believed they hadn't
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urf eteratevjE Mweaee rA Pte 4afly
fc vary greafiy
ovr g-xri frt*«d Egbert H of Bar
Aurora, uMrt fa fax Nev Tart, is swt.
far vr-wg after aJl vfeeu fee rewixrex to
allude to tbe average as tfe»
~430y aewer." For Tfee Case  Mfes
Btojfeeuria Is fauaate"y vaaauaf
its footate*ee  tbe age <« Mi« KeS™x,
tbe —i"—< asfd egfor of 8ad&-, fbr
state of fecr rvaujAt.ifoa.
cafkaw for kart cf tfeeai) for W itex
fife asitriaaoulri «state; faftae £a fiuat ft
teaeaes that a voutau rtarti have so
c(b«r oeeupatfou w intercut Ja Mfe tfeaa
marriage; axri esperiany haneft'
mwtb as it revorte to the a&OM
of irriag, wfeea wg—frt to few—
vftfe rifirole a eamae vfefcfe worts to-
ward tfee b<fteraft <« tfee of
neu as vutf as wamraL! ift&e mm* wfeo
do pot reart to the btrfefCil «r aural
armpits of Tfeoatts Pita? aaf Cot. Jsger-
eoll eaa a~rrt jifniafiife” <f
Paine and "Bob” fasenoO. but tfeey caa
s<-, fit them out »ri ii™ :s-; any
foager, aor caa flaey proveat uar real-
Mag that these aaeu Viaj ia rdatfoa
to the thought of tfecr rimes wkere Sar-
asarota atad Tarter were with fo
tfeefra. No use, my dear .editor, to write
of "The Case of Miss Selaox” fa order
that we may believe ao mCmma caa be
of use in life unless she marries sccne-
body—anybody; Miss Ada Behan. Mies
Jaae Addams, LcuSaa Ateott. aa4 JCaa
Astfeony do act agree wftlh you; aaA.
rerersiag the case, Herbert S-peoeer "has
left we several ratiMiHa books, alrtcurt

been Tlistening to a reading from the lit- he was a bartefor.

erary productions of Senator Beveridge.

John had never married. The fact is,
he had been willing, but the fetes—and
the girls—weren't particnlariy kind. John
had a great, big heart but his pocket-
book was not of corresponding size, for
he didn’t find lecturing about Socia’ism
profitable a little bit—in fact, it cost
him more than he got out of it. He had
never been inside the 'Waldorf-Astoria
restaurant; and he was such an eccen-
tric fellow that he said he didn't care
very much anyhow about what he had
to eax, so long as it was ctean and
wholesome and he had a friend or a
good book along at dinner time. He
didn’t look any more like the Apol'o
Belvedere, either, than. Mr. Lincoln did;
his rather reddish locks weren’t thick
enough io render him an advertisement
for anybody’s marvel-working hair tonic;
his month was sort of put on crooked;
and his feet had never taken the step
from the sublime to the ridiculous—tuey
had always been simply -preposterous.

However, life was not to be a dismal
failure for John B’ivens—although he
had such absurd ideas that he would ac-
tually have resented your suggesting to
him that it was a failure. No; one day
a wealthy aunt went on into the religion
of the golden afterward, and left him
enough money to get him off if he broke
the ten commandments every day of the
week and hunted up a couple of extra
ones for Sunday. What do you think?
One of the girls who had turned down
John when he was too poor to get his
gloves mended and his fingers were all
poking out the ends of them, now saw
a new light. She began to shine on him
like a Barrios diamond S3J8 fine (she
may not have been mercenary, for, as
we have stated, John had many fine
qualities); and to cut matters short, the
noble soul finally grew to like him so
much that she married him, thus giving
him a career in this life and a happy is-
suance out of all his sufferings.

I "'She died ia tbe fecaafy of feer ywtfe,
| raid Waxhingtoa irving. "and young and
| beautiful she will always n ainia to aae."
| He had money, he bad porttiou. he sad
| many firleads who loved him, whrxoe
affectfoa and eoDfideace fee deserved;
but fee never married, there-
fore write articles to ridicule the mem-
oiy of the seuritive and gestae aoul tisax
dwelt at Tarrytown? The hopeless, the
appalling vulgarity of the men who M

the daily press with details of divorce

proceedings, and stories such as "The

Case of Miss Euphesiia Seilox
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Reed Smoot's Bible

The United States Senate has refused
to bow before the tempest la a coznmu-
nlon-cup, raised by the clergy and the
orthodox women, and. Reed Smoot re-
tains his seat as Senator from Utah.
Perhaps, just now, you would like to
read Mr. Smoot's holy bible, the “Book of
Mormon," which we are offering in a
well-printed, neatly cloth-bound edition.

Price 60 cents.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO,
62 Vesey Street, New York.
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Christian Science
By MARK TWAIN

_In this great work Mark Twain devotes
himself seriously and _logically to a seri-
ous theme; the fesult is an earnest, pains-

taking, and impartial study of Christian

Science in all the details “of its growth

and church organization.

This book isthe result of years of care-
ful_investigation of Mrs. Eddy’s cult and
writings, and of the church”which she
has rounded. |t is an honest effort_to
answer seriously those questions which
the public generally has been asking
about Christian Science.

The reader will like the way Mark |
Twain goes vigorously into details, writes |
lain n%hsh, and géts to the bottom of |
hings. He is equally frank with praise |
or censure, as 'the case demands. And |
while his book must be ranked as the |
most serious and extended criticism of |
the stubjetcht trt1at has{ %j/ett_ been r]per\]de, it I‘
is not without repeated tinges of humor
which make it, while instructive, also | Sense of that word.
deep|¥) entertaining.  Illustrated, Crown } In order to attempt .to_unQerstand how
8vo, Price $1.75. = Uniform yvlth Book- | living forms arose, we will first read Mr.
store Edition of Mark Twain's Works. | Herpert Spencer's letter on the subject

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, (at the end of Principles of Biology,
62 Vesey Street, New York. vol. 1.).

“l conceive that the moulding of such
organic matter into, the simplest types
must have commenced with portions of
protoplasm more minute, more indefinite,
and more inconstant in their characters
than the lowest rhizopods—Iless dis-
tinguishable from a mere fragment of al-

Edited by MI88 8USAN H. WIXON,
Fall River, Mass.

"Between the dark and the daylight,
When the night is beginning to lower.

Conies a pause In the day's occCupations
That is known as the Children's Hour.**

An Easy Outline of Evolution.
BY DENNIS HIRD.«
CHAPTER XIIl.—LIFE AND HOPE.

The phrase “spontaneous generation”
describes no phase of Evolution, for, as
far as nature is known there is no event
or act which is spontaneous in the strict

France and the Pope

BY GENERAL WILLIAM BIRNEY.

A true statement of the causes which
have led to the separation law in France,
showing the falsity of the Catholic charge
of con |tscat|on against the French  Gov- | pymen than even the protogenes of Pro-
erlr\]/lmgﬂsserand the French' Ambassador | fessor Haeckel. The evolution of specific
at Washington, and others, have com- | shapes must, like all other organic evolu-
mended, "FRANCE AND THE POPE,” | tion, have resulted from the actions and
?astigwﬁ gfestthgng] é?t%?ttsﬁé'tsf]a;smﬁ%’eﬁﬁ?ﬂ' | reactions between such incipient types

ten. You need it to understand the situ- a_nd their _enwronments, a_nd the con-
ation. tinued survival of those which happened
10 cents per copy. Per dozen, $1.00 to have specialties best- fitted to the
Address THE TRLjTH SEEKéR ClO. specialties of their environments. To
62 Vesey Street. New York.

FRANCE AND
THE POPE.--2.

BY GEN. WILLIAM BIRNEY.

Published uniform with No.

well-specialized forms of ordinary in-
fusoria must, |1 conceive, have taken an
enormous period of time.”

The conception of a first organism, in
‘anything like the correct sense of 'the-
words is wholly at variance with the con
ception of Evolution, and is scarcely less
at variance with the facts revealed by
the microscope. The lowest things are
not, properly speaking, organisms at all;
they have'no distinct parts—no traces
of organization.

This vagueness, inconstancy, want of
structure, seen in the simplest of living
things, must have been still more decided
when, as at first, no forms, no types, no
specific shapes, had been moulded. “1
distinctly deny the ‘absolute commence-
ment of organic life on the globe.’ The
affirmation of universal evolution is in it-
self the negation of an ‘absolute com-
mencement’ of anything.”

Every kind of being is conceived as a
product of modifications, either of a pre-
existing being or of pre-existing inor-
ganic compounds.

“That organic matter was not produced
all at once, but was reached through
steps, we are well warranted in believing
by the experiences of chemists. Organic
matters are produced in the laboratory
by what we may literally call artificial
evolution. Chemists find themselves un-
able to form these complex combinations
directly from their elements; but they
succeed in forming them indirectly, by
successive modifications of simpler com-
binations.”

A compound containing two elements
is called a binary compound; one con-
taining three elements is called a ternary
Compound.

For instance, beginning with a binary
compound, as ammonia, N H3, a higher
form is obtained by replacing one of the
atoms of hydrogen, H, by an atom of
methyl, so producing methyl-amine, N
(C H H); then, under the further action,
of methyl, is produced the still more com-

This is a reply to the legal argu-
ments coming under the author’s
notice after' No. | was written, and
deals with the utterances of the Ro-
man Catholic gentlemen, the Hon.
Morgan J. O’Brien, Edgar J. Gans,
Esq., Paul Bakewell, Esq., Professor
Dwight, and Paul Fuller, Esq., also
the speeches made by Judges O’Brien,1
Daly, and Fitzgerald, and by the
Hon. J. Delany arid John C. Agar,
Esqg., at the Roman Catholic mass
meeting in New York City, January
27; 1907; also the Pope’s Encyclical
letter of January 6, 1079.

A complete and convincing answer.

PRICE 10 CENTS.
12 COPIES FOR $1.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.
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BY GENERAL WILLIAM BIRNEY.

Summary of Contents: Creeds Transi-
ent — Progress Not Made "Under Creeds
—Science Better Than_Creeds —Growth
and Decadence of Religions — Confucian-
ism — Buddhism — Christianity — Mo-
hammedanism — How Religions Grow
and Fall — Can There Ever Be a. Final
Religion? —The Old and the New—Fruits
of the New — Conclusions.

Price 10 cents. Per dozen, $1.00.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,,
62 Vesey Street, New York,

_*Prom a book entitled "An Easy Out-
line of Evolution,” by Dennis Hird, M. A,
Principal of Ruskin College, Oxford, Eng-
land. Price one dollar,
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pound substance, dimethyl-amine, N (CH)
(CH)1H. In this way highly complex
substances are at last built up.

Without confusing the reader by a mass
of chemical signs, three things are
clear:

1. Organic forms can be made out of
inorganic elements.

2. These forms can only be made
gradually.

3. One compound substance can act
upon another to produce a still higher
compound.

It is in such a stage as this that the
origin of the lowest living forms is to be
looked for; then, at any rate, we shall
begin to see what we mean when we talk
of the origin of life. We are not looking
for organisms, however small, but for
bits of living protoplasm which have no
distinction of parts, and which are so
small and simple that only by scientific
instruments can they be discovered at all.

It should hardly be necessary to point
out that, when these low first living

forms were evolved, the conditions of the
earth were widely different from those
now prevailing.

We should also bear in mind that no
one can prove or disprove whether such
living forms are still coming into exist-

ence. .
(To be continued.)

Religious Belief and Bloodshed.

Disregard for human life attends belief!
in religion in its most superstitious
forms: Italy, which is the home of the
pope and of a population so Catholic that
it carries statues of the Virgin in pro-
cession to stop the flow of lava from
Vesuvius, is in a class by itself as a land
of bloodshed. The latest criminal statis-

reach by this process the comparatively tics of Italy reveal the fact that during

the year 1903, 3,106 persons were mur-
dered and 93,768 wounded. The figures

show a decrease from the preceding year
in the number of Killed, sWhbilcti*ih' attrib-

uted to the progress of surgery, but there
is an increase in the number of wounded;
It is calculated that in a period of twenty-
seven years 97,000 persons met violent
deaths and 2,000,000 have been wounded.
The statistics relate exclusively, to crimes
referred to the courts and do not include
wounds which healed within ten days or
cases which were hidden from the police.
The record for criminality is held by
Sicily, where the proportion of murders
reaches 42 to every 100,000 inhabitants
in the province of Girgenti. The propor-
tion decreases in other provinces and
falls to 25 for every 100,000 in Naples,
It still further decreases considerably in
northern Italy, where, at Bergamo, there
is only one murderx»for every 100,000 per-
sons. The religious" life in this land of
bloodshed is depicted in the current
newspapers. Here is one picture: “Both
at Torre Annunziata and Resina solemn
religious functions have been lately cele-
brated as thanksgiving for the escape
from the eruption of Vesuvius. Thb sta-
tue of Saint Antonio, the patron saint of
mthe two villages, was placed bn a wagon,
decorated with flowers and drawn by
white oxen, and carried in procession as
far as the neighboring village of Pug-
liano. The inhabitants of this village, to
show their gratitude to the saint who had
paid them a visit, insisted that their pa-
tron saints should be carried out of
church and carried over to the near vil-
lages to repay the visit of Saint Antonio.
The parish priest refused to give the
statues, so stones were thrown against
the chtfrch and finally the frightened
priest had to consent. Accordingly two
statues of Saint Januarlus and Christ
were brought out and taken to Torre An
nunziata and Resina. But Portlet was not
to be outdone, so its patron saint was al-
so requisitioned. The parish priest was
made to hand over the keys of the
church, the same arguments being used
as at Pugliano, and Saint Ciro was
brought out to procession. The four

statues paid visits to every village, fol-
lowed by about 30,000 persons, and the
procession and visits lasted over seven
hours.” And here is another: “A fanati-
cal old woman in the village of San Gio-
vanni, province of Foggia, declared re-
cently that she had had a vision in which
she saw a pig on the back of which was
an image of the Sacred Heart. Her state-
ment was believed by the superstitious
villagers, who sought until they found a
porker which seemed to fill the bill. It
proved a fine thing for the pig, which is
now not only reputed to be a miraculous
animal and is revered as such, but is
housed sumptuously and fed on the choic-
est morsels. Its triumph, however, may
be short lived, as the parish priest, who
*is outraged by the veneration paid the
beast, threatens to burn it. The' villagers,
however, pin their' faith to the porker,
and the priest, fearing for his own safety,
has refrained from meddling.”

Patsy Shea*

Say, all de kids is purty slick
Wrat runs aroun’ our way, i
But dey ain’t none can shake a stick
" At little Pa_tsx Shea.
W"&/ he kin pitch de “in” an’ “out,”
n' onct 'e_t'rowed a drop,
An’ he’s de kind youse read erbout
Fur dodgin’ from a cop. . i
An’ w'en it comes ter jumpin’ trains
An’ hoppin’ off agen, .
Dere’s where e shows ’e’s got de brains
Uv half a dozen men. *
An’ den, at shootin’ marbles—say,
He win an’ never try.
Deg/ ain’t no flies on” Patsy Shea,
ut, whew! how he kin lie!

W'y, sa ouse knows de Country Week
\X/‘t_tgkgs de poor kids out v )

An‘_ﬁlves dem grub and country air,
Till dey gits big an’ stout—

Well, dey’'re de people w'at’s ter blame

Fur all de lies we hear,
Since Patsy run ag'in deir game
One week in June dis year.

Dey on'y had 'im for a week,

rlﬁbtdiFflﬂﬁsEi”ﬁOtwr-"ﬂe lied a stréak
As _soon as he got home,

'E tried to swell our heads, but say,
| guess we're pretty fly,

An'‘we jist laugh at”Patsy Shea
W’en “e begins ter lie.

Foist lie 'e told wuz how 'e went
A-swimmin' in a creek,
An’ how nobody cared a cent
If he had swimmed a week.
D?X wuzn't any cops, ’e sed,
s fur as youse could see;
An’ dey wuz’ cherries, ripe an’ red,
A-growin’ on a tree.
An’ Youse could eat ’em if youse please.
Till youse could eat no more.
An’ apples growed on udder trees,
Like w'at’s in Clancy’s store.
He told us all dese lies, ’e did,
An’ never winked his eye—
Oh, Patsy Shea’s a clever kid,
But, whew! how he kin lie! '
—Exchange.

Tripped on Quotations*

Mr. Gladstone made the mistake of
thinking that the phrase “the land of the
leal” [heaven—Bernard Barton] referred
to Scotland, and so he used it. And it
was he also who, in one of his Midlo-
thian speeches, referred to the words of
the Psalmist, “God tempers the wind to
the shorn lamb” [Sterne]—a text for
which the devout may search the Scrip-
tures in vain.

Sydney Smith was guilty of an even
more atrocious blunder when he spoke
of “that beautiful psalm beginning ‘Now
lettest thou thy servant depart in
peace?” [Luke ii, 29.] A no less curi-
ous mistake was made by Bright on one
occasion, when he attributed the common
phrase, “Cleanliness is next to godli-
ness,” [John Wesley] to the Apostle
Paul.—Glasgow News.

He Might.
He : “Can | see you home, miss?”
She: “Yes—if you wish to. All you've

got to do is to .stand perfectly still, and
if you are not too short-sighted you’ll
manage It easily, | am living just across
the road,”
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BY RETURN MAIL.

Old Testament Stories Comically
Illustrated.

By WATSON HESTON.

CONTKNTIi

_Sustaining a Theory—Some Giants—Adventures and Work of Noah—A Hunt-
ing Anecdote—Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor—A Queer Family—Isaac and
Hib “Sister"—One of Twins—Jacob and Esau—Joseph, the Man ‘of Dreams—
Holy Moses—Balaam, the Diviner—Bloody Joshua—The Campaign of Deborah
and” Barak Against Jabin and Sisera—General Gideon—Jephthah and His Hu
man Sacrifice—Samson.the Strong—Ruth and Boaz—Unstable-as Water, God
Shall Not Excel—David. God's Favorite—Some Stories From the Book of King?
—Adventures of the Prophets—Jonah, the Truthful Sailor.

Four hundred pages—Two hundred Full-Page Pictures—The Stories Humorous!)
Told ‘and Hard Facts Given concerning the Origin and Au-
thenticity of the Old Testament.

A Page of Text to Each Picture.
ILLUMINATED COVERS, >1;

IN CLOTH, GILT SIDE 8TAMP. >1.50.

IN BOARDS,

BY RETURN MAIL,

New Testament Stories Com-
ically Illustrated.

NEARLY 400 PAGES. A PAGE OF TEXT TO EACH PICTURE

ABOUT 200 PICTURES.

These Pictures are the illustrations which appeared In_The Truth 8ooker
and were highly commended for their wit and point. The Text Is in chief part
_kl)_)(1 George E. Macdonald, most favorably known to readers of Tho Truth Seeker.

e Cover is from an original design by Ryan Walker, one of the best cartoon-
ists in the whole country.

Cloth covers, design n white and tint, >1.50. Board covers, Illuminated, $1.

_ The Book covers the New Testament from Matthew to Revelation, and the
principal incidents in the careers of the “Son of Man” and his “army” are
illustrated in a_humorous manner, accompanied with a page of text still more
effective. Mr. George E. Macdonald possesses the delicate touch of Mark Twain
and the quaint conceptions of Bill Nye, with a_style all his own. A perusal
of this book eannot fail to destroy the superstitious regard for the New Tea
tament now held by deceived Christians. The absurdity of tho events narrated. in
the Gospels, Aeta, "and Epistles If made apparent; and while there is nothing
in the work to offend by its ‘_‘b_IasphemK,” there is a great deal which will con
vinee its readers that the religion of the New Testament is equally mytholog
leal with the history of the Old Testament. The book combines amusement
with instruction, like the “moral pocket handkerchiefs" Mrs. Weller's church
s«nt to the heathen.

CLOTH COVERS, >1.50; BOARD COVERS, >1.00.

BY RETURN MAIL.

The Bible Comically Hlustrated

THE FOREGOING TWO VOLUMES IN ONE.

About 800 pages and 400 pictures.

The Old Testament Stories is one of the most popular books ever issued, and
is well calculated for serious argument and for ridlculin% superstition.  T>
qugiat conceits of Mr. Heston eoneerni ng the familiar Bible stories are prod»
uve of great mirth, and the faeta give n in the texts easily eeaviase the reader
that the Old Testament is not of divine origin. To see this book is to want
to own it Ten thousand sold.

The New Teslamont Stories Conically Illustrated is a companion work, <
the same siae. and what is said of the other volume applies equally ;o tn.
New Testament Stories.

. For eanvoaiuMe of readers we have combined the two and offer it at the
prices of the others separately.

IN BOARD COVERS, >2. IN CLOTH COVERS, $2.50.

Lectures and Meetings.

All Freethought societies meeting reg-
ularly may have their notices published
in this column free of charge by sending
them to this office.

WALT WHITMAN FELLOWSH|P.—
Fourteenth_annual meeting of The Walt
Whitman Fellowship, May 31, 1907, at
The Hotel Brevoort, Fi avenue and
Eighth street, Manhattan. The after-
noon meeting is open to all without
charge. Dinner at seven o’clock costs
$1.50. For dinner tickets, write to the
secretar¥, Horace Traubel, Camden,
N. J. The afternoon meeting opens at
three o’clock.

THE MANHATTAN LIBERAL CLUB
meets every FrldaK‘ evening at 8 o'clock
in College "Hall (New York Colleget of
Music), between Park and Lexington
avenues, on Fiftyeighth street. .
May 24—*“Trade Unions and Industrial

Democracy.” Hon. Alfred H. Boulton,

Re%lstrar of Kings County. .

May 3L—“Marriage and the Individual.”
lizabeth Burns Ferm. .

The Truth Seeker and Truth Seekei

publications for sale at the door.

HENRY FRANK delivers Sunday lec-
tures at 11 A. M., in Lotus Hall, 115
West Seventy-ninth street, near Columbus
avenue, New York.

THE BROOKLYN PHILOSOPHICAL
ASSOCIATION.—Meetings held every
Sunday afternoon, at 3 o'clock, in Long
Island Business College, South 8th street,
between Bedford and Driggs avenues,
Brooklyn.

Mia:y 26—Last Sunday of the Season. A
reachment by the Pastor of the

Flock, and a Musical Program. (Meet-

ings will be resumed on Oct. 26, 1907.)

The Truth Seeker and Truth Seeker
publications for sale at the door.

LIBERAL ART SOCIETY. Platon
Brounoff, director. Meets at Terrace Ly-
ceum, 206 East Broadway, Friday even-
ings at 8 o'clock,

May 24—"“Marriage or

Margaret P. McLeod.

THE BOSTON FREETHOUGHT SOCI-
ETY meets in the Paine Memorial Hall,
ApBIeton street, on Sunday, at 3 P._M.
JI_ . %anf{i is_resident . speaker. The
rutn Seeker for sale at the door.

Orthodoxy.

A Consideration of the
Congregational Creed.

Free Unions.”

By ROBERT G. INGERSOLL.

Some of thefpoints touched upon in this
examination of orthodoxy are: God as a
Governor, the Love of God, the Fall of
Man, the Atonement, the Second Birth,
Inspiration, Christ's “reign of truth and
love,” the Wars itbrought, the Resurrec-
tion, the Judgment Day, Miracles of the
New Testament, the Ascension, Casting
out Devils, Eternal Punishment, Some
who are Damned, Immortality.

ONE OF THE BEST OF INGERSOLL'’S
LECTURES.

Price 10 Cents. Address the Truth
Seeker.

Speeches of

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL

and

FREDERICK DOUGLASS.

At a meeting held in Washington, D. C.,
Oct. 22, 1883, to give expression to con-
demnatory views of the decision of the
Supreme Court that the Civil Rights Act
was unconstitutional.

In view of the prominence of the "Ne-
gro Question” to-day these speeches are
of special interest

PRICE 10 CENTS.
Address The Truth Seeker.

30 JEWELS for 15 CENTS

Send for a package of Little Jewel Men-
ders, only 15c. ends agate, granite,
tin.  No heat or outfit needed. Agents
wanted. A. P. Washburn, 948 EL 160th
street. New York city.

333

CLUB NO. 1, BUCKEYE SECULAR
UNION, meets on alternate Sundays in
. W. A. M. Hall, Ulrichsville, Ohio, at
1 o'clock P. M.

THE LOS ANGELES, CAL., LIBERAL
CLUB meets everg Sunday.afternoon at
Monmouth Hall, 517 So. "Broadway, at
2:30 P. M. Seats free.

SOCIAL SCIENCE LEAGUE meets
Sunday evenings in Oriental Hall, Ma-
sonic Temple, Chicago.

FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE, 715
North Broad street, Philadelphia, meets
every Sunday at 2:30 and 7:30 p. m.
Liberals throughout the vicinity are cor-
dially invited to these lectures. George
Longford, secretary.

The Truth Seeker and Truth Seeker
publications for sale at the door.

THE PEOPLE’S CHURCH, Aurora, llI.,
J. M. A. Spence, minister. Meetings
Sunday at 11 a. m.

THE OMAHA PHILOSOPHICAL SOCI-
ETY meets Sunday at 3 P. M., room 3,
third floor Patterson Block, 17th and
Farnham sts.

May 26.—"“Public versus Private Own-
ership.” C. A. Hamilton.

THE SEATTLE LIBERAL CLUB meets
Sunday evenings at 8 o’clock on the 5th
floor of the Eitel building, Second avenue
and Pike street.  Alex.” Horr, Al423%
Third avenue, Seattle, Wash.

May 26—“The Social Aspects of Mor-
monism.” C. E. Randall.

Unmoral Maxims

A Book that Turns Orthodox
Morality End for End

BY ABRAHAM MILLER.

Instructor of English, Manhattan School,
New York City.

It Is called “a book for revolutionists™
but the revolution to which It contributes
Is one of Ideas. The maxims are briei

| and pointed, and the author is a cynic.
PRICE 50 CENTS.

Paine’s Thoughts on Religion a
Paine Wrote Them.

A NEW, SUMPTUOUS AND
ARTISTIC EDITION OF THE

AGE OF REASON

Printed as a Presentation Edition,
With Special Cover Design in Colors.

Features of the Work:

It ia a reprint of the first Paris edi-
tion printed in English. It contains
Paine’s own account of his Arrest in
Paris, not found elsewhere. It contains
an Index and Chronological Notes on
Paine's Life. It contains reproductions
of all the authentic Pictures of Paine,

with a Photogravure of the celebrated
Romney Portrait It contains large half
tones of the House presented to Paine
by the State of New York, in which he
lived at New Rochelle, and of the Mon*
ument and surroundings, together with
Scenes at Yorktown, Pa., Pictures of the
Places in Paris where he lived, taken
specially for_this edition under the su-
pervision of Dr. Moncure D. Conway, and
other Illustrations.

The edition is from new plates made
from new type, with large face. The
book is 9x6*4 inches In size, printed on
antigue wove paper, with special rough
finish for this volume. The pictures are
printed on the finest plate paper, inset
and tissued. The cover design, also pe-
culiar to this edition, is rich in colors
and gold.

Part 1. is a reprint of what Dr. Mon-
cure D. Conway calls a "strange and
probably unique™ copy, the discovery of
which _enables the world to have, for the
first time, Part |. of the "Age of Rea-
son," exactly as Paine composed it.
Printed on” antique wove paper, large

oeta vo. wide margins, gilt edge. The

finest and most accurate of all
editions.

Price postpaid, $2.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO,
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THE TRUTH SEEKER
COLLECTION

OF

FORMS AND CEREMONIES FOR
THE USE OF LIBERALS

ORIGINAL AND .SELECTED

CONTENTS:
Forms for Qrganization»
Atrticles of Association»
Demands of Liberalism»
Thirteen  Principles»
invocations» .
Marrlag}\eI Services,
The Naming of _Infants,
Funeral Services,

Funeral Services, Spiritualistic,
Obituary Notices,.
Thoughts on Life and Death,
Epitaphs,
Sentiments and Toasts,
How to Get up a Lecture,
Freethought Readings.

While this Is the title of a book for-
merly Issued, the present edition Is prac-
tically a new work. We have prepared
It to meet the demand for something
which shall aid Liberals, on all occa-
sions, to do the proper thing, and particu-
larly to provide funeral forms, so that
Libérals and Spiritualists may conduct
these sad ceremonies without the assist-
ance of specially trained speakers and
writers. e have omitted from this vol-
ume the bulky collection of hymns, since
better ones, set to music, can be had in
the “Cosmlan Hymn Book,” and have ad-
ded a great deal from the best literature
of Freethought on the subject of death,

with several forms and addresses which
have been used with much satisfaction.

PRICE - - - - - 25CENTS.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO,,
62 Vesey Street, New York City.

The Priest, the Woman
antl the Confessional.

The Confessions of Mothers, Sisters
and Brothers
Over Forty Thousand Already sold.

BY FATHER CHINIQUY.
Author of "'Fifty Years in the Church of Rome.”

The work Is conceded by the pulpit and press
of the country to be the best authority upon the
confessional. ~ Its author has done good service
In the cause of Protestantism, and he speaks from
a personal experience in the workings of the Ro-
man Catholic Church, where he held high position.

CONTENTS.

I. The Struggle Before the Surrender of Wom-
anly Self-respect In the Confessional.”

I1. Auricular Confession Is a deep pit of perdition
for the priest.

I11. The Confession Is the Modern Sodom.

IV. How the vow of celibacy Is made easy by
Awuricular Confession.

V. The Highly-educated and refined woman In the
Confessional—What becomes of her after her un-
conditional surrender—Her irreparable ruin.

VI. Auricular Confession destroys all the sacred
ties of marriage and human society.

VII. Should ~ Auricular Confession be tolerated
among civilized nations?

VIIl. Does Auricular Confession bring peace to

the_soul? X .
IX. The Dogma of Auricular Confession a sac-

rilegious rmposture.
X. Some of the matters on which the priest of
Rome must question his penitents.

Sent to any address d? I HO
on receipt of price, V «+WV/

Address THE.TRUTH SEEKER

Self-Contradictions of
the Bible.

144 Propositions embodyin‘g the most pa)
pable and striking self-contradic-
tions of the Bible. With
a Summary.

COMPILED BY W. H. BURR.

Paper, 15 cents.
ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER,

REVELATION AND THE PLAN

OF SALVATION.
By Gen. William Birney.

General Birney is one of the ablest and sprigh
licit writers among Liberals, and his. lector
which was delivered before the Washington
Secular League, is a good one to hand tofriends

Price, 5 cents.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00
62 Vesey Street, New York.
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HAECKEL'S
LAST WORDS on EVOLUTION

A POPULAR RETROSPECT AND SUMMARY.
BY ERNST HAECKEL.

Gems of Thought.

Joys are our wings, and sorrows are
our. spurs.—Richter.

Genius always gives its best first;
prudence» last.—Lavater.

We ought to regard books as we do
sweetmeats, not wholly to alm at the
pleasantest, but chleflg_ to respect the
wholesomest; not for |dd|ng either, but
approving the latter most.—Plutarch.

The attempts which Paley and. others
have made to solve this mP]/stery [design
in nature] by rising from the laws to the
cause} are evidently futile, because to
the eye of reason the solution is_as in-
compfehensible as the problem.—Buckle.

The world’s great age begins anew,
The golden”years feturn
The earth doth like a snake renew
Her winter weeds outworn; .
Heaven smiles, and faiths and empires

. gleam i i
Like wrecks of a dissolving dream.
—Shelley.

The scientific method of religion is
based on the perception and proving of
the fact,- however much the form may_be
affected by the process. By it nothing
is taken for granted, but everything is
to be proved. ” The truth must Standthe
test, else it is -not worthy acceptance.
It must not be propped Up with the
stakes of tradition. " 1f it cannot_ stand
alone it had better fall. The scientific
rule of free and full investigation lias no
religious exception. The fact is all:force-
ful.” The proof must be forthcoming.
The fact is supremely important; the
form is of secondary importance.—Rev.
C. W. Casson.

The Light of Other Days.
Oft in the stilly night,.
Ere slumber’s chain, has bound me, -
Fond memory brings, the light
Of other days around me;
The smiles, the tears
Of boyhood’s years
The words of lave then spoken;”
1’\'lhe eyes that shé)*ne,
<_Now . nd* gone.
The ¢ émueldT?é_artgnowbrékén‘
Thus in the stilly night,
Ere slumber's chain has bound me,
Sad memory brings the light
Of other days around me.

When | remember all
The friends, so linked together,
I've_seen around me fall.
Like leaves in wintry weather,
| feel like one 1
Whotreads alone ,
Some banquet hail deserted,
Whose lights are fled
Whose garments' dead, .
And_all but he departed!
Thus in the stilly night, 1
Ere slumber’s ‘chain has bound me,
Sad memory brings, the light
Of other days around me.
. - —Moore.

Brain Leaks.

True love goes all the “way.
_Agitation is the mother “of reforma-

tion.

A lot of reforms are exhausted in the
preliminaries. . .

It is a waste of time to take part in a
three-handed game of love. .

.Mone%/ ma){] buy a reputation, but it
will not purchase”a character. .
‘A word of cheer costs nothing, and its
dividends are beyond computation.

The man who “admits failure and ac-
cepts it seldom has any successes to
boast about. . .

A lot of men imagine that to-day's
headache means that they had a good
time yesterday.

Men who measure success by money
accumulated usually misfigure “about a
foot to the Inch. .

_ “Good Enough” is a workingman who
is always delgendmg for a job on “Best”
quitting work. o

You can not help admiring, the man
who refuses to.accept your opinion with-
out proof to back it. i

A man will have to hunt a long while
for the crown, woni By bearing crosses of
his own manufacture. i

Just because their wives do not raise
a fuss, a lot of men are deceived into
believing that their wives accept the ex-
cuses they make. ) =

Our idea of diplomacy is prevailing up-
on a man to do something we want him
to. do when he does not want to do It
without letting him know that he is_do-
ing it because we want him to do it—
Will M. Maupin, in The Commoner.

Translated from the Second Edition by Joseph McCabe.

With three plates and

Haeckel'«” latest Portrait.

PRICE CLOTH, $1.00 MET

CONTENTS:—Introduction. _Preface.

Creation; Evolution and Dogma;

Chapter. L—The Controversy about

Plate I.; Genealogical Tree of the Vertebrates.
Chapter 11.—The Struggle over our Genealogical Tree; Qur Ape Relatives and the

Vertebrate-Stem; Plate 11.: Skeletons of Five Anthropoid Apes. Chapter —
The Controversy over the Soul; The Ideas of I_mmortalltg and God; Plate Ill.: Em-
bryos of Three 'Mammals. Appendix.—Evolutionary Tables: Geological Ages and

Periods; Man’s Genealogical Tree—First Half; Man's Genealogical Tree—Second

Half; Classification of
nation of Genealogical Table I.

e Primates; Genealogical Tree of thé Primates; Expla-
Postscript.—Evolution and Jesuitism.

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY
PUBLISHERS

62 Vesey Street

Riddle of the Universe

New York City

it the Close of the Nineteenth Century

By PROF. ERNST HAECKEL,
WITH PORTRAIT OF THE AUTHOR.

This is an English translation of Professor Haeckel's magnificent work “Die Weltrath-

sel.”

The main Strength of the book lies in a terse and tellin

summary of scientific

achievements of the nineteenth century in their relation “to the riddle of the universe.” Dr.
Haeckel has a world-wide reputation, and it will be generally conceded that this, probably
his lastgreat work, is a supreme and masterly effort.

Price» $1.50.

Address* .T.HB

The Wonders of Life

. A Popular Study of Biological Philosophy

A supplementary volume to “The Riddle of the Universe”

By ERNST

The enormous success attained by Pro-
fessor Haeckel's earlier volume, “The
Riddle of the Universe,” has led him to
put forth another volume, which takes
up in detail many biological questions
only cursorily touched upon in the other

Post 8vo, Ornamented Cloth* Gilt Top, $1.50«

HAECKEL

work. The present volume is confined
to the realm of organic science, and
treats of “The Knowledge, Nature, Func-
tions, and History of Life.” Professor
Haeckel’s interesting and illuminating
writings need no comment.

Postage JI cents.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

THE BIBLE

By John E.

Eleven Chapters on the

Remsburg

Authenticity of the Bible

Thirteen on the Credibility of the Bible—Ten on the
Morality of the Bible, with an Appendix of unan-
swerable Arguments Against the Divine Origin and in

Favor of the Human Origin of the Bible: Do

Twenty-six pages of Index, enabling the .reader to

refer in an instant to any
ment used by the author.

authority quoted or Argu-

The book makes some five hundred pages, and is printed handsome-
ly on heavy paper, with wide margins.
Price-, $1.25 net. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.



Men, Women and
Gods

and Other Lectures
BY HELEN H. GARDENER
Introduction by Robert G. Ingersoll

The first lecture gives the title to the
book, the second is on "Vicarious Atone-
ment,” and the third on “Historical Facts
and Theological Fictions.” ~All are keen,
vigorous_ atfacks on the Christian church
forms of theology. Her leading purpose
is to show that"women, of all' persons,
should least support_the Bible and the
churches which hold it in reverence, The
first lecture is a scathm({; denunciation
of the Old Testament as the sum of all
cruelty and brutality toward woman, and
she makes up a startling strong case from
the pages of the book itself. The second
lecture arraigns_ vicarious atonement as
an_inexcusable injustice_in_itself, weak-
ening and corrupting in its influence, like
indiscriminate alms-giving, and points out
that it is not peculiar "to Christianity,
but is found inxsome_form in every re-
ligious system known in history. But the
lecturer’s strongest work is done in the
third lecture, where her purpose is to
show that our_civilization is in no sense
based upon Christianity, and that the
Christian religion has especially not con-
tributed to the elevation of woman in any
respect. In support of. her view she

uotes largely from Sir Henry Maine,
showing among other things that the po-
sition of woman in Roman Taw and usage,
before the introduction_of Christianity,
was in advance of what it is even now in
some respect's, and_that the tendency of
the canon (church) law was invariably
to force her back’into the degradation
from which she. had been rescued, b¥ a
long and painful evolution. In this Tec-
ture, too, she answers the question as
to what she would substitute for the sanc-
tions of Christianity, and _shows that
morals are not at all based in or depend-
ent upon religion, certainly not on Chris-
tianity, since the so-called, “golden rule,”
the hlghe_st principle of morality, ante-
dates Christianity a thousand years.

Cloth, $1. Paper, 5U uenis

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO,,
62 Vesey St., New York.

Dr. Foote’'s New Book.
THE HOME CYCLOPEDIA

Popular nodical, Social and Sexual Science.

Contains a full, plain, and easy reading treat-
ise on “Health and Diseases, with Recipea,” all
the average reader can profitably lean of per-
gonal hygiene and common dboaaea (including spe-
cial, separate chapters tor men and women); all
right up to date, and fully illustrated with hundred!
of photo-engravinga and chromo lithographs. Oon-
taina also the already popular “Plain Home Talk”
about the relation of the aexet and social customs in
all ages and all countries, with “original and
startling” suggestions for recial reforma; newly re-
vised, enlarged, and well illustrated. All la “heart
to heart” plain home talk from a dear-thinking,
plain-speaking, liberal minded medical author of over
forty years’ experience. Nearly a million and a hah
former books sold. A curious book for curious
people, and a sensible book for every eno. Answers
1,001 delicate questions one would like to ask his
regular physician and yet doesn’t want to

1,248 pages, 400 illustrations, (80 in colors),
recipes. Price, cloth bound $2, mailed.

Address The Truth Seeker Company.

ut

Rubaiyat of Omar
Khayyam.

Rendered Into English
By Edward FitzGerald

With Notes and an Original
Introduction, brief but Sufficient

Heretofore Omar Khayyam has been known only
to a tew who cultivated him as a literary fad and
recognized FitzGerald’s interpretation as a marvel
of felicitous translation. But he should be known
to and read and circulated by Freethinkers, for the
old Persian poet is pre-eminently one of us. Pre-
vious editions are loaded down with notes and in-
troductions and lives and pictures till the cost it
high and our “old Omar™” is removed from the plain
of popularity. Our little edition has ths introduc-
tion necessary to present him to the non-orienta)
student, and the notes which make the virase plain.
All Liberals should have this poem, and they will
find it will bear reading and rereading. 5

The cover for this pamphlet is from a special anc
most appropriate design by W. Parker Bodfish
printed on the Victorieux rover paper.

Mailed foi ten cents

Address THE TRUTH —ranra CO..
62 Vesey street New York, N. Y.
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Not for Parsons.

A Suggestion That Came too Late.—
Lady—"To-day I am thirty years old.
Oh, why didn’t my parents postpone their
wedding for ten years!"—Fliegende
Blaetter.

Arms and Trousers.—Mrs. Flanagan—
Well, I suppose we'll soon be having Po-
licewomen, and then youlll be out of a

ob.

! Police Constable Flanagan—No, my
dear, | fancy ye'll find the sthrong arm
of the law “will always be wearin’ the
throusers!—Punch.

_ It was a representative in the Hungar-
ian Diet who, when hated Austria tried
to interfere .in local Magyar affars, de-
clared passionately:  “Gentlemen, (the
apple of discord has been thrown into
our midst and if it be not nipped in the
bud it will burst into a conflagration that
yvllllf‘deluge the world.”—London Chron-
icle.

Prudence in Contrition.—A man in
Texas went to a revival and was asked
to repent. He hesitated and finally arose
and said: “Friends, | want to "repent
and tell you how bad | have been, but
| dare not do it while the grand jury is
in session.”  “The Lord will forgive,”
the revivalist shouted. “Probably ‘He
will,” answered the sinner, “ijuf 'He
ain’t on that grand jury.”—Ferris Wheel.

. The Meaning of It All.—The children
in the Sunday school class were getting
restless, and the teacher, to divert them,
asked all who _wished to go to heaven
to stand up. The whole Class rose ex-
cept one little boy.

_“Don't you warit to go to heaven, my
little boy?” asked the teacher. +

“Yes,” was the response, “but | know
mother doesn’t want me to go just yet.”
—Chicago Tribune.

Much  Embarrassed.—Enrique _ Creel,
the new Mexican Ambassador, said at a
dinner in Wash\ll(}%ton apropos of unpleas-
ant truths: “Why should we ever tell
them? They are ~ always® unnecessary,

of an American countess or duchess—I
forget which—who said to her noble hus-
band, fondly: ‘You were embarassed
when you proposed to me, Percival, were
you not?’ * ‘Yes/ the man answered; '
owed $300,000.””—Pittsburg Dispatch.

A Debatable Question—She had been
explaining to her Sunday school class
the origin of man as laid down in Gene-
sis, and wishing to satisfy herself that
theﬁl had understood, she said:

“Johnny, who made you?”

Johnny_stammered and was unable to
answer. = The question, when put to Tom-

my the Tough, who sat beside him,

brought this reply: i
“Gwan now, teacher—cut it out.

There’'s been trouble enough at home

over that without startin’ suthin’ here—
see! "—Sagebrush Philosophy.

A Natural Preference.—A little girl
was put to bed at the regular time and
soon after began crying. Her .mother
brought her doll and cuddled it up in the
bed with her, at the same time admon-
ishing her “to be a good little girl ,and
go to sleep.” But the crying continued,
and the mother, to quiet the child, told
her “she need have no fear, that God
was always with her.”  The sobbin
child replied, “I don’t want no: dolly an
| don't want no God, I want somebody
with a skin face.” Most of us do, when
lonely.—Atchison Champion.

~Naming the Future President.—Some
time since a new baby arrived at a home
in this city, and when Johnny, the little
five-year-old brother, was sen« on an er-
rand to one of the neighbors a few days
afterward, the good lady, of course, had
to make the usual remarks about the
gladful event. *“I understand, Johnny,”
said she, “that you have a little baby at
your house.” “Yes, maam,” was -the
pleased reply of Johnny. “He has been
there nearly four days now.””. “Well,
when he gets older you must bring him
over to see me,” refurned the neighbor
lady. “By the way, has he been named
yet?” “NO, ma’am,” answered the young-
ster, “but | guess there will be something
doing pretty soon, for when | left father
was looking oyer the Ust of' Presidents,
mother was going tiirough the Bible and
nurse was hunting around in a history
?_f the United Stafes.”—-Scranton Repub-
ican.
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Standard FreethoughtBooks

The Truth Seeker has acquired the last lot of books remaining of the Inves*
tt! ator stock.. They are standard works, and should be in every Freethinker’s Li-

ary. The list is as follows:

HUME’S

ESSAYS.

A large octavo volume, 282 pages, bound in cloth. The contents are:

Sketch of Hume’s Life, b

Author's last illness. The Essays are:

Himself; alLetter from Adam Smith, describing the

An Inquiry Concerning Human Understanding.

Of the Different Species of Philosophy.
Of the Origin of Ideas. Of the Associa-
tion of Ideas. Skeptical Doubts. Skep-
tical Solution of These Doubts. Of Prob-

ability. Of the Idea of Necessary Con-
DISSERTATION ON THE PA3810NS.

nectlon. Of Liberty and Necessity. Of
the Reason of Animals. Of Miraclés. Of
a Providence and Future State. Of the
Academical or Skeptical Philosophy.

Four sections.

AN INQUIRY CONCERNING THE PRINCIPLES OF MORALS.

Of the General Principles of Morals

Of Benevolence. Of Justice. Of Politi-
cal Society. Why Utility Pleases. Of
Qualities Useful to Ourselves. Of Qual-

ities Immediately Agreeable to Ourselves.

Of Qualities Immediately Agreeable to
Others. Concernl_n% Moral Sentiments.
Of Self-Love. With Regard to Justice.
Of Some Verbal Disputes.

A DIALOGUE. THE NATURAL HI8TORY OF RELIG ION.

_That PR/IIythelsm_ Was the Primary Re-
ligion of Men. Origin Qf Polytheism. Va-
rious Forms of Polytheismi. Allegory,
Hero Worship. Origin_of Theism from
Polytheism. Flux and Reflux of Polythe-
ism_ and Theism. . Comparison of these
Religions, with Regard to Persecution

and Toleration. With Regard to Cour-
age or Abasement. With Regard to Rea-
son or Absurdity. With Regard to Doubt
or Conviction. ~ Impious Conceptions of
the Divine Nature in Popular Religion of
Both Kinds. Bad_Influence of Popular
Religions on Morality.

ESSAYS ON 8UICIDE, AND THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL.
DIALOGUES CONCERNING NATURAL RELIGION.

Pamphllus to Hermlppus.

The price of this Book, postpaid, Is $1.50.

QUEEN MAB. A
Percy Bysshe_Shelley's Most Famous Poem, With Notes. 12mo., 120 Pages. Ciotn

bound. Price, 50 cents.
Extract from the Book:

The name of God
Has fenced about all crimes, with holi-

ness, . .
Himself the creature of his worshipers,
Whose names and attributes and passions

change:
Siva, Bu_ddﬁ, Foh, Jehovah, God, orLord,
Even .with the human dupes who build

till hIS'Shrm‘es’th lluted Id
B0 SRRISST W RR el

Stain his death-blushing charlot-wheelr,
as on

Triumphantly .they roll, whilst Brahmins
r

e
A sacred hymn to mingle with the groans;

The volume contains a notice of Shelle

Notes, to the Poem fill fifty-five pages.

Or countless {)artners of his power divide
His tyranny to weakness; or the smoke
Of burning towns, the cries of female
helplessness, .

Unarmed old age, and youth, and Infancy,
Horribly massacred, ascend to heaven
In hondr of his name; or, last and worst,
Earth groans beneath Religion’s iron age.
And priests dare babble” of a God “ol

Even l:-’\%/Z?fﬁesivtheir hands are red with
guiltless blood i
Murdefing the while, uprooting every

erm
Of tljutqm exterminating, spoiling all.
Making the earth a slaughter-house!

by the American publishers, and the
ueen Mab is a rare poem, and every

Freethinker will find it repays reading and re-reading.

The D

Being a Discovery of the Origin,
Evidences, and Early History of Chris-
tianity, Never Yet Before or Else-
where so Fully and Faithfully Set Forth.
By the Rev. Rabert Taylor, A. B., M. R.
C. S. Written in Oakham Jail, England,
in 1828-29. Large octavo, 440 pages, cloth
bound; price, $1.50. . There is_.an Immense
amount of information_in this work, and
there is no other like it. The Rev. Rob-
ert Taylor was called the "Modern Apos-
tate,” “and "Devil's Champion.” hen
he graduated from St John’s College,
Cambridge, he was complimented by the
Master of the College as an_honor to the
University. He was ordained by the

egesis.

Bishop of Chichester, and until 1818 offici-
ated as curate at Midhurst Becoming
convinced that Christianity is untrue, he
preached heretical sermons, and was sev-
eral times prosecuted for blasphemy, his
last sentence being a year in Oakham
jail. He was also forcéd to give secur-
ity for good behavior for five years. The
contents of this book occupy three pages
of fine print  Mr. Taylor covered an
enormous amount of historical ground,
and though his opponents scoffed at him
they never could impeach the effective-
ness and thoroughness of his work. He
takes in all that was known to the sehol

ars_of his time, and sets it forth in the
plainest and most vigorous English.

The System of Nature, or the Laws of the Moral
and Physical World.

BY BARON D'HOLBACH.

A aew and Improved edition, with Notes
by Diderot Translated for the first time
by H. 1>. Robinson. Two volumes in one.
Large octavo, 449 pages. The price is
$1.56. Baron D’Holbach was bom 'in 1723.
He was an intimate associate of the cel-
ebrated French Encyclopedists, and a
contributor to the first Encyclopedia. He
was the author of forty-five works, but
this is the most important_of them all.
Volume I. contains twenty-nine chapters;
Volume n., twelve, with an Appendix of
twenty-nine more. The subjects treated

cover_a vast range, and comprise the
most important of all questions to man’s
intellectual development The book is
one for all time for those who_think upon
the great problems of the universe. He
covers much the same ground that Hume
does, and it is mterestl% to compare
these_two philosophers. Though reason-
ing differently in some mmorPomts, they
agree in the most important one—that
no system of supernatural religion io
beneficial to man.

THE TRUTH SEEKER« 6a Vesey Street, New York City.

History of the First Council
of Nice.
A WORLD’S CHRISTIAN CONVENTION
A.D., 325.
With a Life of Constantine.

BY DEAN DUDLEY.
Prie®, paper, aS cental Clot!», SO cents

THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS

Not Adapted to Modern Civilization®
With the true character of Mary
Magdalene.

By G. W. Brown, M. D.
Third Edition Revised and Enlarged

PRICE 15 CENTS.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.
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News of the Week

The longshoremen’s strike in this city
continues. ~ Both sides say they are sure
of winning.

Southern bankers have subscribed
$100,000 to save the Jamestown Fair from
financial wreck.

A bill giving the same pay to women
as to men teachers has passed the legls-
L ture of this state.

The parliamentary candidate of the suf-
fragettes, the Hon. Bertrand Russell
who stood for Wimbledon, was defeate
almost two to one .at uie elections on
May 14.

Both Mayor Adam and Chief of Police
Regan of Buffalo, N. Y., refuse to_issue
permits_to two Mormon missionaries to

do missionary work or preach the gospel
on the streefs of that city.

Two submarine boats tested by the
?overnment remained submerged for
wenty-four hours at Newport_with their
crews on board. Air conditions were
found to be good at the end of the test.

The American ambassador in London,
Whitelaw Reid, and the American mili-
tary and naval attaches, attended Roman
Catholic services, May 17, held in thanks-
giving for the birth of a Spanish heir.

~Mayor Schmitz of San Francisco has
given up_his office, having placed_ his res-
ignation in the hands of seven citizens, to
be presented to the supervisors whenever
they deem best. His trial began on Mon-

day.

_ All of the time so far since the open-
ing of the Haywood trial in Boise, lda-
ho, has been devoted to choosing a jury,
and thwe box is not yet filled. Clarence
S. Darrow of Chicago is counsel for the
defense. .

Returns from the elections held
throughout Austria on May 14 show that
the most |gow_erful partieS in the lower
house of Parliament that will assemble
June 12 will be the Socialists and the
Anti-Semites.

The royal Spanish baby was christened
on May 18 with water_brought from the
river Jordan, and received the names of
Alfonso Pio Edouardo Francisco Guiler-
mo_Carlos Enrique Eugenio Fernando An-
tonio Venancio.

Mr. Roosevelt has been presented with
a gold pass admitting him to all_ ball
games. The_gift is accompanied with an

The Truth Sécher. — May 25. 1907.
A FOUR-DOLLAR BOOK FOR TWO DOLLARS

The Rev. John Lewis Clark of the
Bushwick avenue Congregational church
in Brooklyn has been” bulldozed by his
congregation and the trustees of his
church“into gllymg up the fee he got for
marrying William™ E. Corey and Mabelle
Gilman. ™ He also admits now that he did
wrong.

A plea for clemency on_.behalf of Anisia
Louise de Massy, who Killed her employ-
er in a dispute over money and was con-
victed of manslaughter 1n the first de-
gree, was based on the fact that the
woman, a_Catholic, is “a constant com-
municant in her church.” The sentence
of the court was seven years, and five
months.

A fourteenth child has been born to
the_sultan of Turkey, who is 65. It is
a_girl, but whether the mother is one of
his majesty’s four wives or merely one of
the numerous hanums or ladies of his

sera(t;ho, whose children by the imperial
master, however, rank as legitimate with
the others, is unknown.

Herbert Knox Smith, Commissioner of
Corporations, submitted to the President,
May 19, the bureau’s second report on.
the” oil ‘industry. The report says that
the Standard Oil Company defies the law
by refusing to act as a common carrier,
failing to file tariffs, charging exorbitant
rates, and trying to destroy competition
by unfair méans for enormous profits.

The bill to recount the votes for may-
or in the election when W. R. Hearst was
defeated is likely to pass the legislature
of the state. Acash bet of $20,000 has
been offered that the recount will not
change the resu’t. The courts have de-
cided’ that Mr. Hearst, will have to give
security to indemnify the people for the
cost of the recount, "which will be enor-
mous.

The six-year-old daughter of Clarence
Byrne of this city died on May 4 of bron-
chial pneumonia, having had "no medical
treatment because her father was a
Christian Scientist. The coroner’s jury
returned a verdict which censuredthe
father and recommended legislative ac-
tion taking such cases out of the classi-
fication for misdemeanors and, making
thgm subject to prosecution for homi-
cide.

Eighty-year old John Bryan, an_Ohio
cousin of Wlilliam_J., got arried in St.
louis, Mo., last Saturday. Unusual'fea-

tures of the case are that Bryan is_80
and his wife 20, and that in marrying
the couple the justice said, “In the name
of the state of 'Missouri | pronounce you
man and wife.” The bridegroom is a far-

Supernatural

Religion

An Inquiry into the Reality of Divine Revelation

We have in stock a limited edition of
this great work to dispose of, which we
have cut the price as above stated. This
book is published In London at $15, but
our American edition has always sold for
$4. The work was published anonymous-
{Xl but the author Is now known to be

alter Richard Cassels, a nephew of the
great Dr, Pusey. Probably no work ever

rinted in England excited greater In-
erest than this. It is most damaging to
the claims of Christianity, and IfS posi-
tions and statements have never been
refuted by the clergy. It is very scholar-
Ix, and enters into the examination of
the original Greek in detail and with
great exactness. It exhausts the sub-
Ject of Miracles, the Synoptic Gospels,
the Fourth Gospel, the Acts of the Apos-
tles, the Resurrection and the Ascension,

TAKE NOTICE: WHEN THE SMALL REMNANT NOW OFFERED

and contains full replies to the author’s
critics.

The London Times in speaking of this
great work used this language: “No
ook published in the world, at any time
or in any age, has had the Influence and
effect on the thinking Part of the com-
munity as this work.” It has done more
to opén the eyes of the ignorant and
credulous, and sweep away the dogmas
and cobwebs of superstltiton, than ~any
other book.” )
_ The three volumes of the London edi-
tion (which sells for $15) are accurately
reproduced In this single volume of 1,000
pages, and_the index1s full and# com-
plete.  While our edition lasts we shall
sell it for $2 to the readers of The Truth
Seeker.

Send in your orders early.

IS

GONE “SUPERNATURAL RELIGION” WILL BE OUT OF PRINT IN AMERICA
AND WILL TAKE ITS PLACE AMONG RARE BOOKS OF VALUE.

THE TRUTH SEEKER, 62 Vesey Street, New

At a banquet tendered General Kuroki
of Japan, at the Astor Hotel, this city,
the guest handed this message to his sec-
retary to read: “The Japanese people love
peacé. They fought for peace. My na-
tion wants_peace In which to develop the
opportunities that are hers. We have no
other desire. The profession which |
have the misfortune to follow is. noble
only because sometimes it is necessary
to ‘establish conditions in which peace
may be maintained and in which the arts
of peace may flourish.”

Having borrowed heavily of his congre-
&atlon in Philadelphia and” New York, the

ev. Dr. Boyce Tupper has resigned as
pastor of the Madison Avenue "Baptist
church in this city and gone West. He
took a woman with him and there seems
to be no doubt that she is his wife, though

b BoUBatblins ThR-RSYeatupper ad
money Is Invested In Long Island land.
On the other hand, persons in a position
to know the facts assert that he invested
in stocks and got caught in the recent
Wall Street slump.

York City.

New Books and
New Edittons

FRANCE AND THE POPE. By Gen-
eral Wm. Birney. The best exposition of
the facts as to” the recent separation of
church and state that has been pub-

lished. Specially commended by the
Fre?c)h Ambassador at Washington. (10
cents.

CREEDS NOT FOR SECULARISTS.
By Gen. Wm. Birney. A lecture before
the Washington, D.”C., Secular League,
arguing against the adoption of a “créed”
by Liberals. (10 cents.)

GOD’'S PROTEST, and the PROTEST
OF ISRAEL. By Capt. W. E. P. French.

) U keep UKL
children out of Sunday schools. By Rob-
ert G. Ingersoll. %O cents per dozen.)

AGE OF REASON. By Thomas Paine.
(15 cents.)

WHAT IS RELIGION? By Robert G.

address'setting forth that “a nation is 8" Jiving near Yellow Sprinas. O. and An interesting case at law, which cen- Ingersoll. (5 cents.)
g by it ot —eaning”games [ TR UMb st g o0, e osepvnescf g ol Jew. ROHC TAND e common
Edward H. C h United land in the state. cently. A merchant, says the American cents.)
warg i LONger, who was Lnite The General Assembly of the Presby- Israelite, discharged a cClerk on account ~WAS CHRIST A MYTH? By W. A.

States minister to China at the time of
the Boxer troubles in 1900, died at Pasa-
dena, Cal, May 18, of dysentery con-
tracted during his residence in China. He
was 64 years of age.

Orrin W. Potter, one of the pioneer
business men of Chicago, sometimes
known as the “Socialist millionaire,” died
on May 17, aged 70 years. He had two
daughters; Gertrude and Margaret, who
distinguished themselves as precocious
authors of problem novels.

of neglect of duty. Among the charges
against him was that he came to the
store late in the morning because he,at-
tended service at the synagogue in order
to say Kaddish—the prayer for the dead
—for"his father. The clerk argued that
it was his PerlI_ege and his_duty to say
the prayer for his departed fathér, while
the merchant, who was also a religious
man, maintained that “if Moses had
known that a man had to pay 8,000

ulden a year rent_he would have made

ifferent laws.” The judge would not
allow such an argument, but decided in
favor of the merchant', “because the daily
attendance at the synagogue could'not be
considered the right of the clerk without
the copsent of the employer.”

Croffut. (5 cents.)

LAST LINK IN EVOLUTION. By Ernst
Haeckel. $4 cents.{N

WHICH IS THE WORD OF GOD? By

John E. Remsburg. %centsg
ARTYRDOM OF MAN. By Winwood

Reade. (Cloth, $1.)

Graduation Gifts

What can_be nicer for such gifts than
a genuine diamond, mounted in ring, pin,
stud or otherwise? These can be had for
$10, $20, up. They are indestructible,
a joy forever, and ‘will last as long as
life, "neither do they ever depreciate in
value. Or a Gold Watch, which Is use-
ful as well as ornamental.

Ladles’ Gold Watches.
Large (6) size Elgin, Waltham or

Formerly $10.00 Now $1.00
HAECKEL’S GREATEST WORK MURRAY'S
FAMOUS BROADSIDES t‘a“s%“,”?a‘i”ggfcéiﬁg 79800 Betl g

'he Evolution of Man Ll o
. $11; 15 jls., $13; 16 jls., adj., $18. In 25-
Moses and the Prophets, in verse (sup- year case, $1 more. In 14k solid gold

pressed) 10c.; A Pagan’s Confession of Case, $10 to $50 more. All in velvet box,
Faith in 39 propositions, 5c.; The British rreegildf'ro\rln\”tgac%gframee' Every Watch
Landlord, 10c.; Tolstoi's Root of Evil, 5¢c:; Y.

g Chains.
Heretofore the cheapest edition of this masterly production has been the two ~Livingston and the Boers, 5c. Paul | atest style, soldered links, opals or
volume edition at five dollars. That edition is now out of print and the only way ~Bert’s Jesuit Morals (abridged) 10c.; The

other sets in slides, rolled plated, $1, $1.50
it is obtainable in an American print is the ten dollar edition. The edition we Ten Commandments Revised Ic., 10c. a and $2. BﬁSt Filled GOII-'d$2'?g' $3 and
have procured is the English cheap reprint, paper covered, in two volumes doz: The Open Challenge to all Biblio- Extra heavy, $5. Solid gold, $8, $10,
which we sell for one dollar. There are four hundred and eight illustrations in |5 iars Ic.. 10c a doz.: Byron's Forbidden

terian church at Columbus, O., does not
ask much in the way of Sunda¥ regula-
tion. This is all at present: “The Gen-
eral Assembly urges all emﬁloyers to pay
laborers on Friday so that they may have
Saturday to prepare for the ‘Sabbath, to
cease subscribing for papers With a Sun-
day edition, to urge faculties of colleges
and seminaries to omit Monday morning
recitations in order that their students
may not have to prepare lessons on Sun-

day.”

4.
$15 and $25. Gents’ Chains, same variety.
The Ideal Gentleman's Watch.

the two volumes, with all the text, and our readers will do well to supply them- X .
selves with It at once. It Is translated from the fifth (enlarged) edition by Jo- Fruit (suppressed), 10c. All  (except tis%rgallol(&zgilIseléehSr%rﬁ]pdegésilegangrgg:
seph McCabe. Fifty thousand of this reprint have been sold in England. Weare those suppressed) sent post paid on re- o475 vears “General %tark,"' 15 jls.,
the only ones to bring it over here, and we ought to sell a large number. ceipt of stamps or coin. $15: “Deuber Grand,” 17 Zjls.,_ adjus{ed,
NORMAN MURRAY ?_17.50$izé‘%%hn IHancock,; 1 jls., extra
: ine, .50. In open face screw case,

210 St James St $1.00 less. Also ir? solid gold.

Montreal, Canada. Send for prices of watches not here

enumerated, jewelry, rings, silverware
Ingeraoll spoons, Freethought badges,
ogtlcal goods, ring gauge and my tract
“Theism in the Crucible,” free.
OTTO WETTSTEIN,
LaGrange, Cook County, IIl.

Christianity No Finality; or, Spir-
itualism Superior to
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 82 Wsey Street New, Yerk g yy -

Two Volumes, Paper, $1.00



