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IN CATHOLIC CANADA.
Impressions of a Priest-ridden Country Where 

the Church Controls Education.
Montreal at first did not strike me as much 

different from any American city of similar size. 
The streets are just as dirty, Jews deal in cloth­
ing, Chinese keep laundries, Irishmen saloons, 
just as with us. However, the quaint old build­
ings remind one of Europe. Everybody on the 
street (i. e., everybody who knew how) spoke 
French. Even street urchins, scrubwomen and 
tramps spoke it, which, of course, proved the 
unusual enlightenment of the people. But what 
marked Montreal as distinctly non-Americ»n was 
the great number of black-robed, overfed monks 
and nuns; swarming the streets like certain in­
sects in the kitchens of “modern flats” on the 
East Side of New York.

“Who are these women in queer black robes?’ 
asked the inquisitive little boy. A smile lit up 
the father’s face as he answered, “Nuns, my son.’I

“What are nuns?”
“Nuns are ladies who make a virtue of a ne­

cessity.” The boy looked somewhat puzzled for 
a moment, and then asked.

“And who are these men in black?”
“Monks, my son.” 
“What are monks, pa?” 
“Monks are bull-nuns.”
Again the inquisitive boy looked puzzled, and 

asked: “What is their business?”
“They deal in phantoms, my son.”
I did not remain in Montreal. I visited a local 

statesman and financier of no mean ability, and 
we together took the train to Quebec;

My friqnd was surrounded by a crowd of poli­
ticians, who spoke much and with great anima­
tion, and drank more and with greater anima­
tion. Some fell asleep in the cozy chairs of the 
parlor cars.

As I did not participate in the drinking, I will 
not pass anv opinion on the quality of the 
beverage consumed. I am not even aware 
whether that beverage was whiskey, brandy or 
something equally strong'. I am certain that it 
was neither sodawater nor lemonade, as the par­
ticipants looked decidedly happier than mortals 
really do look when not in love, drunk, or crazy.

During my six weeks’ sojourn in the province 
and city of Quebec, I convinced myself of the 
radical difference between the capitalistic Ameri­
can and the agricultural Canadian civilization. 
In Quebec, everywhere, is repose. There is no 
hurry about anything or anybody. Time is not 

*1‘ money. Enjoyment of life is the most impor­
tant thing; business is not an aim by and for 
itself, but a means to live and consequently of 
secondary importance. Here people do not live 
to work, but work to live. Their ambition is 
not to be rich, but to be happy. There are few 
millionaires and few paupers. The Canadian is 
very conservative in his investments. He is 
averse to speculation and complex economic 
transactions. Economically and industrially the 
province is way behind the times. Its inexhaust­
ible and varied mineral resources are dormant on 
account of lack of transportation facilities and

BY ISADOR LADOFF.
Tradition relates that in the early part of the 

seventeenth century some Breton mariners, who 
were overtaken by a violent storm while navigat­
ing the St. Lawrence river, solemnly vowed to St. 
Anne that, if delivered from the dangers which 
encompassed them, they would erect a sanctuary 
in her honor on the spot on which they should 
land. The saint allowed herself to be bribed by 
this promise. The grateful mariners then fulfilled 
their pledge and built a small wooden chapel, 
which has since then become famous owing to 
the efforts of the enterprising clergy. The primi­
tive little church was replaced by a larger 
structure in 1660, which was in its turn subse­
quently enlarged, as "the healing business” in­
creased in proportions. It was then entirely re­
built in 1787 and again in 1878, near the “sacred 
spring,” whose waters have, it is claimed, miracu­
lous properties. Across the street is the magnifi­
cent edifice raised to the dignity of a basilica 
by Pope Pius IX. It is a fine specimen of 
Corinthian architcture. A colossal statue of 
St. Anne surmounts the facade between two 
towers rising to a great height. On each side 
of the entrance are large pyramids of crutches 
and canes, trusses and splints, alleged to be left 
by former owners, as mute testimony to the 
efficacy of the saint’s intervention on their be­
half. Near the altar is another statue of St. 
Anne resting on a column of onyx, and in the 
sanctuary a fragment of a finger-bone of the 
saint procured by Lavall, the first bishop of New 
France; a part of the saint’s wrist sent by Leo 
Kill., and a portion of the rock from the grotto 
in which St. Anne gave birth to the Virgin Mary. 
The Scala Santa, “holy stair,” which zealous 
supplicants ascend upon their knees, is built in 
imitation of Pilate’s palace at Jerusalem, each 
step containing relics of the holy land.

Over half a million poor, deluded incurables 
yearly visit this conglomeration of fraud and 
art called Ste. Anne de Beaupre. And the num­
ber of these unfortunate pilgrims is annually in­
creasing-—thev come not only from Canadian 
provinces, but from the United States, Europe, 
in fact, from all quarters of the globe. Accom­
modation is provided for the pilgrims on a large 
scale. There are images of saints of all descrip­
tions and sizes on every step of the village 
street. Some of the images are hideous enough 
to scare a horse. All is calculated to overawe the 
ignorant and superstitious, to excite their im­
agination and instil in their obtuse minds a blind 
faith in the absurd and impossible supernatural 
agency of phantoms called saints. And the 
results are not phantoms, but real streams of 
gold flowing into the spacious pockets of the 
dealers in phantoms, the Catholic clergy. The 
richest mine on earth always was human folly, 
and those who know how to exploit this mine 
will never need to do an honest day’s work in 
all their life!

All Canada appears to be a rich mine for those 
dealers in phantoms who are called the Catholic 
clergy. Whatever village you approach, the

enterprising spirit. Is it to be wondered at, that 
immense numbers of American tourists flock 
constantly to Canada? The contrast between the 
frenzied hustle and bustle of our distressingly 
modern “hives of industry,” with their vitiated 
air, stuffy offices, dusty workshops, filthy and 
noisy streets, shabby lunch counters and soul­
killing, nerve wrecking, tedious daily grind on one 
hand arid the placid, idyllic life in Quebec with 
.its bracing pure air, Kclear water and endless 
fields, mountains and forests, its slow-going in­
habitants on the other is so great!

There is an immense field for capitalistic 
'development here and , Americans slowly and 
surely invest their money in various enterprises.

I was besieged by Canadian gentlemen with 
propositions to acquire mining properties of all 
kinds. It was amusing to see those overgrown 
children in their economic helplessness and in­
dustrial innocence.

“Why do you not develop your mineral wealth 
yourselves? Why do ,you not build railroads 
to get access to your mines?” I asked them 
frequently. “Do you not realize that the sway 
of American capital is a menace to your lan­
guage, culture and civilization? Do you not 
realize what this peaceful conquest of your 
country means? Do you not understand that 
American capitalism spells industrial wage I 
slavery for your children? That it means 
polluted streams, air poisoned with smoke and 
laden with putrid dust, squalor and misery for a 
reserve army of unemployed?’’

“We know all that,” was the reply, “but we 
cannot help ourselves. We cannot get any 
money for industrial enterprises. But the main 
thing is—that we have no technically educated 
men in sufficient number."

“Why do you not start technical schools? You 
have too many churches and no public school 
system."

“There is our sore point. But here again we 
are powerless. The church is stronger than all 
our political parties combined. A political party 
that should dare to oppose the church would 
thereby commit suicide. It would not have even 
a ghost of a fighting chance. The Canadians 
vote as the cure wants them to vote. Contem­
porary France has forfeited all the natural sym­
pathies of a mother country among our people 
since it started its crusade against the church of 
Rome.”

The power of the Roman Catholic church over 
the minds of the people is glaringly demonstrat­
ed by La Bonne Ste. Anne de Beaupre, for 
over t\yo hundred and fifty years the meeting­
place of devout pilgrims seeking miraculous res­
toration of health. The village is twenty-one 
miles from Quebec and is reached by the Quebec 
Electric Railway.
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church is the most conspicuous building. It is 
not only by far the best, but the largest edifice 
in the place. You may pack into it the entire 
village with its inhabitants and have some space 
to spare. The best fed, the best clad and most 
influential member of the community is the 
priest.

The general impression produced by the 
country and its inhabitants on me was that of 
ancient France before the great revolution, 
miraculously preserved in the picturesque wilder­
ness of the Laurentian mountains. The language, 
the manners, the customs, the architecture of the 
houses are all relics of the “ancient regime.”

The physical type of the inhabitants, especial­
ly of the children and women, is rather attrac­
tive. They seem to possess a sunny disposition, 
and are hospitable and courteous to strangers.

But the ignorance of the French farmers is as 
dense as the dealers in phantoms desire it. The 
education of a child consists in the knowledge of 
the Catechism and is considered as terminated 
with the ninth year of age.

Another peculiarity of the “cultivateurs” is their 
bucolic innoncence in all matters pertaining to 
bodily cleanliness. They wash their faces per­
functorily once a week—before mass Sunday 
mlprning. Their bodies come in contact with 
water only incidentally when bathing on a hot 
summer day in some creek or lake of which the 
country abounds.

The habit of taking a bath frequently appears 
to these children of ancient France ludicrous. I 
heard them often say:

“These Americans are so dirty; they have to 
wash themselves every day.’’

The physician of the village of St. Urbain as­
sured me that there are hardly more than three 
bath-houses in the entire county of Charlevoix.

“Does not the priest preach cleanliness?” I 
asked the doctor. He only laughed in reply.

“Why, I once extfacted a tooth for him and 
found traces of blood on his face four weeks 
after.”

According to the testimony of the physician 
the inhabitants are physically degenerating. They 
do not have enough to eat and raise large 
families. Besides the usual burden of taxation, 
the farmers are legally bound to pay a special 
religious tax. The soil is quite fertile, but the 
modes of cultivation are rather primitive and in­
efficient.

The spiritual sway of the church is noticed 
even in the ornamentation of the interiors of the 
dwellings of the French farmers. The walls are 
covered with barbarously gorgeous, absurd and 
variegated “holy’’ pictures, crosses, crucifixes, 
and rosaries. The thorn-crowned and bleeding 
face of Jesus is endowed with a flourishing com­
plexion of cream and peaches and carefully curled 
whiskers. He is painted dressed in a sky-blue ! 
tunic, covered with a crimson mantle and repre- ! 
sented as pointing with a manicured hand to a I 
flaming heart placed just under his well-groomed ! 
chin. The incongruity of the cheap engraving is 
actually a grave sin not only against common ' 
sense, but offends yóur esthetic susceptibilities. 
In one house I found a very crude representation 
of Noah’s ark and its inhabitants marching in 
pajVs, issued by some enterprising Chicago 
house.

“And to think that the naive farmers nourish 
their minds on such horrible rubbish 1” I remarked 
to an educated French Canadian in Quebec.

“But the farmers are happy. They believe in 
a future life. There is no philosophy that would 
console, that could console, a cripple and make 
him resigned to his fate. Religion does it.”

"Now suppose that I should console myself 
in my troubles with the faith that I am the king 
of Spain:—would you not consider me ripe for an 
insane asylum?”

“I do not say to the cripple—you are the king 
of Spain. I tell him you will be the king of 
Spain after death. There is a difference. I am 
a Catholic. I believe that Jesus was a God and 
that he empowered the Pope of Rome to inter­
pret his will.”

“Where is your logic, where are your proofs?’’
“You do not need them in religion. Religion 

makes people happy—this is all that can rational­
ly be expected.”

“Religion makes people miserable, actually 
miserable, while the happiness it is alleged to 
bring along, is rather problematic in its value. 
Take for instance the celibacy of your clergy.” 

“Now you are talking,” interrupted the Cana­

dian. “I do not believe the Lord wants such 
a sacrifice from any man. A priest ought to be 
allowed to take the oath only after he had lived 
in the world and its temptations at least ten 
years.”

“I am afraid you would then have very few 
priests,” I answered.

Indeed the life, of a priest, provided he 
remains true to his oath, must be barren and 
dreary.

I had a glimpse of their life when working 
temporarily at the chemical laboratory of the 
Lavall University, a Catholic institution con­
ducted exclusively by priests.

Personally, I could not help but entertain the 
kindest feelings toward those professors I 
happened to come in contact with. I could not 
help pitying them. All they get for their labor 
is one hundred, say one hundred dollars a year 
salary 1 And a bare living besides this!

Are the dealers in phantoms themselves 
happy? And if yes, is not the price paid for it 
by the common people altogether out of propor­
tion to the intrinsic value of the peculiar kind 
of happiness of a priestly caste leading a life.con­
trary to nature and common sense? The fate of 
all priest-ridden countries, of Italy, Spain, etc., 
is an eloquent answer to the queries. The struggle 
of modern France against the conspiracy of pope­
dom, a struggle of life and death, is an eloquent 
answer to our queries. And are not the United 
States invaded by the same enemy of true dem­
ocracy?

DO WE GET OTHER CHANCES?
Maybe God Will in Another Life Repair the In­

justice He Permits in This.

BY ELIZABETH E. EVANS.
The older I grow, the more I am inclined 

to believe in continued existence after death, 
notwithstanding the many scientific facts which 
seem to favor a materialistic view of the universe 
and consequently to disprove the idea of immor­
tality. To me the strongest argument in support 
of this belief is the fact that in this life no one 
is entirely satisfied, while the great majority fail 
to attain what would make them happy.

Even lives which may be called successful do 
not satisfy their owners, who regret their mis­
takes of ignorance, or grieve over their personal 
sorrows, or sigh for more complete achievements, 
or deplore the shortness and uncertainty of re­
maining opportunities for further activity. May 
we not venture to hope that after the brief and 
unsatisfactory span of earthly life there exists 
for us all other spheres of action wherein we 
may develop our better selves according to the 
wisdom acquired through disappointment here, 
and thus atone for earlier failures?

Let us consider a few typical instances, such as 
almost all of us have known, and which seem to 
deserve another chance. A young man of respect­
able parentage, good health, and uncommon in­
tellectual power, after a few years of diligent 
study, falls into the habit of using strong, drink, 
at first as tonics after a severe illness, the crav­
ing being probably increased by a hitherto un­
suspected hereditary predisposition. He became 
a confirmed drunkard, the vice involving family 
unhappiness, loss of property and of professional 
reputation, in short, complete ruin, leading to 
early death and a dishonored grave. He was 
loved to the last by his widowed mother, and 
by the woman he had once hoped to marry, and, 
except for that one fatal weakness, he was worthy 
of being loved by all who knew him. But so 
far as this life is concerned, there was no hope. 
Now is it likely, can it be, that this was the end 
of all for him? One might say: “He destroyed 
himself, the consequences were his punishment, 
or, at least, the natural results of his conduct. 
He sleeps forever, and the world passes on.” But 
that conclusion will not satisfy any thinking per­
son. He had his own individuality and it can­
not be that of any one else. No two persons, no 
two characters are alike; this man might have 
done, might do, what no one else could perform. 
Give him another chance!

One might say: “Such a system would make 
no distinction between Right and Wrong. Where 
would be the reward of virtue, or the punish­
ment of crime?”

Virtue is its own reward. And as fòr crime 

we have the answer in the words of the great 
moralist when he s’aw a murderer led to the 
scaffold: “There goes John Bunyan, but for God’s 
grace!’’ which is another way of saying: “If I 
had had no better opportunities, I might be in 
his place!” There is no danger of the criminal 
not suffering the full measure of repentance and 
remorse for what he has done amiss. Give him 
another chance!

Let us contemplate another case, of which we 
all know many instances. A woman justly 
honored on account of her admirable conduct in 
all her social relations, yet lived and died lone­
ly and unhappy, because she had missed the 
usual destiny of her sex. She had no husband, 
no children; and for such a character there could 
be no substitute for such ties. How many wom­
en in every generation suffer the same fate in_ 
this respect! They are beloved; they are use­
ful ; they often accomplish great good for others, 
and those of their contemporaries who believe in 
the heaven of the churches say of them, “They 
will have their reward”; but harps and crowns 
would not compensate them for what they failed 
to obtain here.

Give them another chance!
Some materialistic writers (the late Mr. Pente­

cost among them) seem to find comfort in reflect­
ing upon the insignificance of the individual as 
compared with the immensity of the universe. 
They say in effect: “We are born, we exist for a 
short time, then die and make room for others, 
who come and go in like manner.”

But such a view will not satisfy the individuals 
of each generation. To every man and woman 
his or her separate experience is the most im­
portant thing that happens, and they cannot think 
otherwise. And although persons who have 
give up traditional religious beliefs no longer 
imagine that even the hairs of their heads are 
all nujnbered and that not a sparrow falls to the 
ground unnoticed, implying that’all creation is 
under the watchful care of a kind Father, there 
is comfort in the thought that in the processes 
of Nature the weary and penitent of earth may 
be allowed to correct their mistakes in some 
other dwelling-place, to remedy what is defective 
and supply what is lacking, and intensify what is 
good, and give permanence to what was here 
evanescent. We may hope that every well-wish­
er of his kind may be able tó accomplish some­
thing towards, the elevation of his own genera­
tion, and so far towards the final perfection of 
humanity; but if the individual is to perish 
.forever at the close of his- earthly career', what 
part can he have in that final perfection? If, 
as the Poet sings, there be really coming

“that far-off divine Event 
To which the whole Creation moves,”

•can it be that only the people then existing 
shall welcome that consummation and enjoy that 
bliss? The reasoning of modern scientists from 
recently discovered facts, facts which are accum­
ulating with wonderful rapidity, seems correct 
and undeniable; but considering how little we 
know of what there is yet to be learned we have 
no right to say that there is no God, and that 
there is not and cannot be any future life. It 
is more likely that when one door is shut, an­
other will be opened before us, and that our op­
portunities for knowing and doing will be end­
less. It is true that most of the so-called mes­
sages from the spirit-world are unsatisfactory, 
and we have the option of rejecting testimony 
which appears unworthy; but there may bç dif­
ficulties in the' way which we do not understand; 
at any rate, we can each hold to the Agnostic 
standpoint, and say-.with regard to all these 
questions: “I do not know.”

The aspect in which President RooseveJ.it is 
revealed by the Harriman exposure will not tend 
to dissipate the suspicions of those who have 
been led to think that he has been, secretly of 
otherwise, catering to “the Church” for the sake 
of political advantage. If for the sake of po­
litical advantage he will have such relations with 
the “money devil” as were had in the Harriman 
intrigue, it is not altogether improbable that he 
has, for the same reason, had equally or more 
reprehensible reflations and intrigues with the 
great theocratical “devil” and its representatives. 
The Storer exposure went pretty far toward 
proving the latter.

RooseveJ.it
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SOME SURVIVING SUPERSTITIONS

Absurd Beliefs That Coexist with Judaism and 
Its Successor* Christianity.

BY GILBERT PATTEN BROWN.

While education and common enlightenment 
have done much to dispel the superstitions that 
impede human advancement, we still find, flour­
ishing in these infant days of the nineteenth 
century, the same frauds of faith that were prac­
ticed thousands of years ago. And these impos­
tures have scarcely been touched by the current 
religions.

People in the Bible were as superstitious as 
those found in profane history and the incident 
of Saul going to the witch in the cave of Endor 
is proof that there were fortune tellers and di­
viners in those days who made a profession of 
telling people’s fortunes as it is called, just as 
they do at the present time. Listen to this from 
the twenty-eighth, chapter of I Samuel:

“Then Saul said unto his servants, Seek me a 
woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I may go 
to her arid inquire of her. And his servants said 
to him, Behold there is a woman that hath a 
familiar spirit at Endor.

“Arid Saul disguised himself and put on other 
raiment, and he went, and two men with him, and 
they came to the woman by night; and he said 
I pray thee, divine unto me by thy familiar spirit, 
and bring me here up whom I.shall name unto; 
thee.”

It appears that Saul had previously ordered all 
wizards, and fortune tellers to get out of the 
country on pain of death, and that in spite of the 
fact that Saul was disguised on the occasion men­
tioned, the witch recognized him and so inform­
ed him.

The purpose of Saul’s visit to the witch was to 
have his fortune told, or, in other words, to find 
out what was going to happen to him and his 
designs in the future.

Now, there are thousands of people today who 
are doing just as Saul did more than one thou­
sand years before the birth of Christ, and in this 
connection it is a noticeable fact that superstition 
in some form or other has accompanied Chris­
tianity everywhere, and remains on the ground 
in spite of every attempt to eradicate it.

The writer does not call to mind another inci­
dent in the same line as that in which Saul figur­
ed in the Old Testament, but in the New Testa­
ment soothsayers are frequently mentioned, and 
they were no doubt as plentiful at that time as 
in the days of Saul, as well as before his day and 
time.

Today in almost every town and city in the 
world there are palmists and soothsayers, who 
follow the business as a profession, and many 
are making money out of it at that.

The strangest feature of the matter is that near­
ly all these people are women, as was the case 
in days of old, and one rarely hears of a male 
palmist or fortune teller.

Most prominent among the Christian denomi­
nations is the Roman Catholic communion found­
ed upon fabricated traditions and including the 
bulk of believers in current superstitions. The 
students, of history can readily see that this 
church is the immediate offspring of paganism, 
and heir to all the mothéaten beliefs of its 
parents.

Belief in omens, auguries, oracles, and sooth­
sayers was common to the Greeks and other 
peoples of antiquity, and these old time ideas and 
beliefs could not be jarred loose from the people's 
mind even after Christianity came to be preach­
er, Bibles printed, and educated men teaching 
in every part of Christendom.

So it came to pass that among other distin­
guished passengers on board the Mayflower that 
came across the Atlantic and landed its precipus 
burden at Plymouth Rock, in 1620, old Super­
stition came along also, although his name does 
not appear on the official register of the pas­
sengers whose names are now honored and held 

. in grateful remembrance by posterity.
And strange to say that although the Puritans 

found no kinsman in the wilds of North America, 
Superstition did find such among the wild In­
dians, who already had the woods .and water­
falls peopled with departed spirits and looked 
forward to the time when he should occupy a 

prominent place in the hunting grounds. In the 
whispering winds the lone Indian heard the night 
song of departed spirits, and he made offerings 
to waterfalls and rivers in order to propitiate 
the anger of the tutelary gods thereof in favor 
of the wild children of the forest.

And, after all, what difference was there in 
the religion of the Puritans in 1620 and for years 
and years afterward, and that of the simple yet 
savage children of the wilds? The Puritans, 
banished from England on account of intolerance 
in their religion, themselves became a set of in­
tolerant bigots in their new home on the Atlantic 
shore. They tolerated no man nor set of men 
who believed not in their religion. They believ­
ed in witchcraft, and put to death hundreds of 
people who were thought to be witches, and 
banished Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson 
from their midst because the two mentioned 
were bold enough to stand out in advance of the 
age and environments of the time and conditions 
in which they lived. From all accounts, old 
Roger Williams must have been a character. 
Living in a superstition-shrouded age, he was 
bold enough to declare it was false, and in doing 
sò was, the first to proclaim and preach religious 
liberty in America.

The writer is descended from three or more 
passengers on the Mayflower, and also descend­
ed from one or more of the “Pilgrims of Bos­
ton,” but pride of ancestry does not permit him 
to state the case otherwise than upon its merits.

So from the advent of the Puritans at 
Plymouth Rock superstition in various forms has 
filtered through all conditions and classes, and 
today there is not a community in the United 
States, rior an individual in such community, who 
does not in some form or other still cling to the 
superstitions of the past.

Without such superstition it would have been 
impossible for Joseph Smith, who found, as he 
alleged, a book whose leaves were solid gold, 
and which taught a divine revelation, to have in­
duced people to become his followers. Since 
that time other Joe Smiths have received revela­
tions, and their following in many instances de­
pends upon the superstitions of the people to 
whom such revelations are preached.

A religious sect is a superstition organized, for­
mulated, and propagated on the basis of a creed, 
and the adherents of the creed regard themselves 
as the favorites of their deity. Boston, founded 
by Protestant bigots, is now ruled by Roman 
Catholic bigots. In this old city both Protes­
tants and Catholics are jealous of the Jew, a 
more recent comer. Even in the Hub of New 
England a man is secretly known by his creed. 
In the local political field, the Protestant, Catho­
lic, or Jew, each following his own particular 
superstition, votes for the man of his own 
creed. By all the Freethinker is considered an 
outlaw. The men preaching religion are inferior 
to such Freethinkers as Voltaire, Paine, Jeffer- 

I son, and Franklin, members of the institution of 
Freemasonry, which order is older than the gov­
ernments of Europe or any of the religious 
creeds.

Why Few Physicians are Christians.
BY MEDICUS.

I was very much interested in the article by 
“Medicinae Doctorem” in The Truth Seeker 
(Nov. 17, 1906) in which were given a few rea­
son's why the members of the medical profession 
are not enthusiastic believers in the Christian 
religion as represented by any orthodox church; 
but with all due charity to the doctor I beg to 
state that the reasons mentioned by him are at 
best only minor ones.

The one barrier between the educated physi­
cian and the church today is that organzied 
theology has never been ready to welcome the 
man or woman whose sole purpose in life is a 
search for truth. There are few churches in the 
world today, aside from the most liberal Uni­
tarian, where a man who recognizes the Bible 
myths as such can find membership without be­
coming a traitor to the best scientific truths of 
the universe. The real educated physician of to­
day is a constant student. He has found that 
the study of mankind in history, sociology, 
psychology, and ethics all goes to prove the ab­
surdity of the Adam myth, the miraculous con­
ception myth, and the redemption myth. Further­

more he finds that if he is to enter any of the 
so-called orthodox churches he is expected to 
subscribe to doctrines and creeds in which their 
own pastors will tell him confidentially they no 
longer believe. These men confess that they 
no longer hold to the tenets of their own church. 
What reason is there for his support of these 
moral cowards?

I give it as my opinion that the vast majority 
of the orthodox clergy do not believe that there 
was a creation day, 4004 years В. C., when a cer­
tain god created a perfect man. I give them 
the credit for more intelligence than to honestly 
believe that the man Jesus Christ was “bom of 
the Virgin Mary.” I also find few who will 
look me straight in the eye and declare that they 
believe that any man really dead has ever been 
brought to life.

It is upon this three-legged stool that incor­
porate Christianity sits today. Knock out any 
one leg and it totters. Evolution disposed of 
the Adam myth, and no educated physician be­
lieves that a child was ever bom except as the 
natural result of sexual contact, or that the dead 
are raised to life; therefore he will not be in­
terested in any organization whose only claims 
for support are myth, bigotry, and superstition, 
and he can feel but a calm contempt for men 
who continue to present to the world old-time 
fables, in the truth of which they themselves 
no longer believe.

The educated physician finds but two classes 
of clergymen among his acquaintances; those 
just described who really believe as he does and 
yet do not dare to tell in public their own be­
liefs, and those who are densely ignorant. He 
knows no other name for the first class but 
“moral cowards,” and he certainly cannot be ex­
pected to support the second class.

The man of education, whether he be a phy­
sician or not, is learning to recognize the 
Troth. He asks not whether it be of godly, 
priestly, or theological origin; whether it comes 
from shop, laboratory, or pulpit; he applies the 
test of truth, and if it gives not the ring of true 
metal, he discards it, no matter how venerable its 
ancestry.

The educated man is becoming less afraid of 
saying “I do not know.” To him there is no 
longer a reason for giving the name of a god to 
the things we know not. We are in a universe 
governed by certain laws; many of these laws 
we have developed enough brain matter to under­
stand and apply to our growth and well being. 

I Does it imply superior knowledge if we say we 
are now in the presence of a god when we enter 
the realm of the unknown?

Let the clergy dare to give the facts of the 
universe, and the conflicts between science and 
theology will cease, and all men who have been 
taught to think will unite in one common 
Church of the Universal Truth.

Roosevelt’s Promise to Help Churches

How and where is our republican government 
drifting? When a delegation of Protestant 
ministers called at the White House and asked 
the President to aid them in regaining the ac­
ceptance of their decaying superstition among 
the workingmen (as if the workingmen could 
not be their own judges on this), he promised to 
aid them. Is this what he was elected for? Is 
it not clearly enunciated that the government or 
its representatives shall not interfere in any 
religious matters whatever? Does this not prove 
his craven cowardice before the church? If he 
had been a brave and an honest man he would 
have replied, “It is beneath the dignity of my 
office as the President of the American Repub­
lic to interfere in religious matters, which our 
Constitution prohibits me from doing.” He also 
should have told them (as they loudly proclaim 
in their untaxed churches that their God rules 
everything) it must be their God’s desire that 
the workingmen should begin to open their eyes 
to the grasping dishonesty and hypocrisy of these 
self-appointed agents, who really care nothing 
for the workers except to dupe them into the 
churches and obtain their hard earned money 
wherewith to build up a religious despotism, as 
shown by their unconstitutional attempt to in­
fluence the President. Е. P. PEACOCK.
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College Girls Strain at a Gnat.
The editor of “Sequoia,’’ the Stanford Uni­

versity paper, has won the disfavor of the young 
women of the college by writing and printing a 
poem on Bathsheba. It may well be asked why 
the editorial course should have had that result. 
The verse is not bad literature nor disrespect­
ful toward the female sex. The poems in the 
Bible are coarser. The Truth Seeker can print 
the lines of the Stanford poet without a blush, 
but would hesitate to admit a true rendering of 
the Song of Solomon to its columns. Yet there 
are many Bibles in Stanford University prob­
ably, and we doubt not that the young ladies 
are exhorted to read them diligently. So they 
may read, if they wish, the scriptural rendering 
of the story of David and Bathsheba, which 
is told in 2 Sam. xi.

If such a story, idealized and versified, is in­
jurious and out of place in a college paper, which 
today is and tomorrow is cast into the oven, how 
much more inappropriate and powerful for harm 
must be the unfigleaved recital in a book which 
the girls are expected to keep close to their 
bosoms and daily to peruse. From the Bible, 
they will learn how the Sweet Singer of Israel 
committed adultery with the woman and by 
treachery compassed the death of her husband. 
They will learn that God punished David and 
.Bathsheba by killing their illegitimate but in­
nocent child, while blessing their later relations 
by making them the parents of Solomon, and 
thus the progenitors of Jesus Christ.

Of the previous and subsequent life of Bath­
sheba nothing is. told, but there is a great deal 
about David, a man after God’s own heart who 
hardly did. an honorable act in his life. As the 
anointed of God, who said, “Thou shalt not com­
mit adultery,’’ he seduced wives, and in obedi­
ence to the statute “Thou shalt not kill,” he mur­
dered their husbands. Moreover, remembering 
that “Thou shalt not steal,” he robbed right and 
left (leaving neither man, woman nor child alive 
to report his thefts), and as one who walked 
“always in the ways’’ of a God to whom “lying 
lips are an abomination,1’ he resorted to false­
hood whenever it would serve his purpose. If 
the Stanford girls deem “Bathsheba” a reflection 
on their sex they might retort with a poem on 
“David.” We should take pleasure in sending 

them, for material, Bradlaugh’s “New Life” of 
the monarch in question.

The Bible has often furnished the theme of 
poet and painter, and it is astonishing how many 
of their productions are for that reason open to 
objection on the score of decency—not so m,uch 
because their own performances have outraged 
propriety as because they carry the mind of the 
reader or beholder to the original. However 
suggestive a biblical «poem or painting may be, 
it is always certain that the incident it is found­
ed on is a great deal worse. And the devout be- 

I liever suppresses the shadow and puts the real 
thing on the altar and center table, and into the 
school attended by his children.

Want the President to Help.
The affairs of the universe being now under 

the dominion of Mr. Roosevelt as the regulator 
of all, the churchmen have applied to him to 
help him fill their churches. The officers of the 
Federation of Churches recently made a pilgrim­
age to Washington to engage his services in in­
ducing the population of this city to attend 
divine worship. As Mr. Roosevelt has shown 
such a versatile enthusiasm for such a variety 
of causes the officers were sure he would help 
them out by preaching a sermon on the duty of 
the people, when the ladies were not engaged in 
bearing babies and the men in running for the 
doctor, to go to church.

The delegation had bundles of statistics to 
show that the; churches are losing their* hold 
upon the people, and that unless somebody comes 
to the help of the Lord against the mighty 
amount of indifference to religion now mani­
fested by the New Yorkers, the churches would 
soon have to hire worshipers for their services. 
It is said that the President displayed great in­
terest in the matter, and promised to lift up his 

I voice.
The Federation statistics show that while the 

population is increasing all churches are decreas­
ing in membership and attendance. Protestants 
are vitafly affected by this indifference of the 
populace, Catholics to a lesser degree,-and the 
Jews to a still greater degree. From the investi­
gation of the Federation it would seem that 5.7 
per cent of Roman Catholic families fail to attend 
church; 28 per cent of Protestant families, and 
63 per cent of Jewish families. Yet in property, 
as the Federation points out, the church, as a 
whole, is richer than it ever was. It is plethoric 
with material wealth. In New York the churches 
own at least $204,000,000, which is exempt from 
taxation. In the early days of the various re­
ligions the church had little or no property. 
Caves and forests sufficed for religious services. 
Despite adverse circumstances, religion acquired 
a vast power. But now that the church is gorg­
ed with property it finds that it no longer has a 
hold, either spiritual or material, upon the masses 
of people. They reject its call and its forms; 
they give little attention to its teachings. This 
condition is one which has affrighted the Federa­
tion and made it strive for an explanation. It 
does not say that all of the individual churches 
are rich in wealth. On the contrary, it specifi­
cally points out that many churches have a pre­
carious time of it. But this also arises from 
the fact that their congregations have dwindled.

The Federation finds, in considering the sub­
ject, that there are two reasons for the decline 
of church-going. One is the dislike of the work­
ingman (Catholics excepted), for the church as 
an -institution. The church has drifted away 
from the plain people. The masses are no longer 
satisfied with the doctrine that they should be 
content with their lot on earth and expect their 
reward hereafter. The workers distrust the 
church and regard it as an apologist for “capital­

istic" conditions. They also say that the church 
is completely out of sympathy with real humani­
tarian aspirations. It preaches mummified doc­
trines instead of tackling live questions. The 
clergy live in ease and preach patience and hu­
mility for the workers, but never for the idle 
rich. In short, the churches are for the prosper­
ous and not for the laborer. So that a spirit of 
antagonism has taken possession of the working­
man’s mind toward the churches.

The Federation officers profess to believe that 
it is this “out-of-whackness” of the churches and 
the workingman which is responsible for the de­
creasing number found in churches, but that is 
not wholly true. Aside from the workmen of 
Roman Catholic proclivities (and they are such 
mental slaves as not to be reasoned with or 
reckoned with) the workingmen of New York 
are absent from the churches because the ma­
jority of them do not believe the doctrines of 
the churches. Particularly is this true of the 
Jews. The 63 per cent of that nationality which 
absents itself from the synagogues does so be­
cause it has no sympathy with Jewish doctrines. 
And Jews will never become Christians, Some 
of them are found at the meetings of the Philo­
sophical Association, at the Manhattan Liberal 
Club, at Mr. Coryell’s meeting. They have num? 
berless little clubs themselves. There is a huge 
element among the Jews which pays no atten­
tion whatever to things theological. They have 
escaped from] Judaism, but have no interest in 
doing anything to set others at liberty. They 
exist with money-making as their sole object in 
life. They support charities among their own 
race; some of them have built up Felix Adler’s 
society, but the great majority of them are mem­
bers of no church, synagogue, or ethical society. 
In the avoidance of race suicide the Jews are 
Mr. Roosevelt’s ideal nationality, but it does not 
lie in him to coin the words that will get them 
into churches.

The large proportion of New York’s popula­
tion that is neither Catholic nor Jewish, nor 
bigoted Protestants, are indifferentists. They 
think not at all, neither do they read anything 
but the newspapers. They are lukewarm, if not 
heretical, as to religion, but too lazy mentally to 
take any part pro or con as to either its pro­
pagation or its overthrow. Most of them make 
indirect contributions to the churches, regard 
religion as good for the women and children, and 
are themselves content to chatter business and 
politics, in the last of which they have no settled 
principles, but adhere to a party by reason of 
heredity. The Federation of Churches will have 
hard work to corral this class of religious light­
weights.

But there is another class more hopeless still. 
It is the class who have read something be­
sides daily yellows and pot-boiling novels. Sci­
entific research and discovery have alienated 
many thousands from religion. Science has so 
completely exploded the old dogmas, myths, and 
superstitions that theology has ceased to be a 
force to conjure with. The reports of heresy 
trials have had their influence. The lapses from 
virtue of the clergy affect many minds unfavor­
ably toward the church. The higher criticism 
has destroyed the dogma of plenary inspiration 
of the Bible for the many who accept its conclu­
sions because of the scholarly attainments of the 
critics. The scriptures are no longer held ' to 
je of supernatural origin, and theological teach­
ings based upon the assumption that the Bible , 
is divine have ceased to attract, for the reason 
that the people know them to be untrue. The 
spread of knowledge compels a contraction of 
supernaturalism.

In discussing this subject one writer recent­
ly brings out a point which should not be lost
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sight of. It is, that fifty years ago, when New 
York had more churches than now, in propor­
tion to population, and they were better attend­
ed, crime of all kinds was more rampant, and 
commercial and political corruption more brazen, 
as is proved by the records. How do the clergy 
account for it?

A Colorado Minister Moves Up a Little.
Denver, in Colorado, has been moved up to 

date in theology and now possesses a clerical 
heretic in the person of the Rev. Henry W. Pink­
ham, who is quite as advanced as Dr. Crapsey in 
thought if not in scholarship. The Rev. Mr. 
Pinkham wears the Baptist tag and is pastor of 
the Bethany church. At a recent meeting of 
ministers of all denominations he read a paper 
on the subject of “Miracles,” which, the Denver 
Times assures us, “created a sensation.’’

While not putting any limit to the possibili­
ties of nature, the speaker showed his disbelief 
in tlie 'miracles of the Bible by saying that “to 
the typical modern man an argument based on 
the miracles of the Bible is destitute of cogency.’’ 
The address contained this rather good thing on 
prayer:

“The governor of Nebraska appointed a day of prayer 
for rain and within a week thereafter abundant rain 
descended. It is absurd to suppose that there was the 
slightest causal relation between the Nebraskans’ 
prayers and the rainfall. The fact is that such a prayer 
does not deserve to be called a prayer at all. Here in 
Colorado we understand perfectly—even if they do not 
in Nebraska—that a good irrigating system is better 
than prayer as a means of watering the farms.”’

The preacher retains a belief in God, but does 
not depend upon the deity to do anything for 
man in a substantial way:

“If the railway builders thought that} God would 
strengthen the weak material they put into the bridges, 
when the trains run oyer them, in answer to the 
prayers of the pious people on board or of their dear 
ones at home, they could hardly be expected to make 
their bridges strong enough to bear every possible 
strain, and the bridge inspection would probably be 
very careless. But everybody knows that unless the 
bridges are built of the right material the trains will 
go through them, prayer or no prayer.”

In this behalf the Rev. Mr. Pinkham explains 
that “thus God honors intelligence, skill, and 
honesty, arid discourages ignorance, laziness, and 
carelessness.’’ But where do the prayers of the 
righteous come in? Does God honor intelli­
gence, skill, and honesty more than he honors 
worship, faith and prayer? If so, Christians 
are on the wrong tack, and should go about 
and follow science, which is materialism, instead 
of religion. »This is bad theology, but it is the 
logic of Mr. Pinkham’s argument. The fire has 
been lit under preachers for less heretical con­
clusions.

But the above is only a part of the clergy­
man’s attempt to preserve a deity after having 
demonstrated the uselessness if not the non-ex­
istence of that being. He concedes that the doc­
trine of evolution appears to have bumped 
Jehovah off his earth, but, he hastens to explain, 
evolution is only God’s way of doing things. It 
may be material, if hopeless, to ask how the 
Rev. Mr. Pinkham happens to know this to be 
the case.

About the unique origin of Jesus’ human life, 
known to modern critics as the virgin birth, he 
does not vouchsafe an opinion, merely mention­
ing it as among the beliefs on which some Chris­
tians have staked the salvation of their souls. 
Of the resurrection, however, he says:

“With all calmness we may take up the questlou 
whether Jesus arose from the dead. The evidence will 
satisfy some that Jesus actually rose from the dead; 
others with the same evidence before them will reach 
the verdict ‘Not proven.* "

After that the reverend gentleman does not 
need to tell us that he rejects the dogma of the 
resurrection. No man ever believed it who had 
once admitted it among debatable questions or 
had acknowledged there was a possibility that 
it might be uptruç,

We size the Rev. Mr. Pinkham up as one of 
those inquiring minds in the ministry who are 
finding out and giving their congregations all 
of the enlightenment that the traffic necessary 
to the support of their pulpits will stand. If he 
had a more advanced congregation he might go 
further toward the truth as Freethinkers see it. 
We have a friend who is an inventor, and who 
says that when his invention has brought him 
the million or two which it will be worth to man­
kind, he will devote a part of it to the economic 
emancipation of the preachers, so that a pro­
gressive minister may tell the whole truth with­
out creating strained relations between himself 
and his bread and butter. Such an endowment 
would fill a want acutely felt.

Torrey in Canada.
Norman Murray of Montreal, whose communi­

cations have appeared in late numbers of The 
Truth Seeker, is adding excitement to the Rev. 
Dr. Torrey’s evangelistic sojourn in Canada. 
Torrey has not ceased to slander Ingersoll des­
pite the exposure which followed his resort to 
those tactics in London, and on April 30, as re­
ported in the Montreal Daily Witness, he declar­
ed that “he had known of young men attending 
Ingersoll’s lectures, and on leaving them walking 
straight into a house of infamy.” The intima­
tion was that Ingersoll’s words excited his hear­
ers and promoted licentiousness; and Mr. Mur­
ray, who sat in the rear of the church, made as 
good an answer as the circumstances would per­
mit by asking “How about King David?” Three 
)f the Montreal newspapers agree that Torrey 
rejoined: “David was a better man than you. 
But there is hope for you even if you were ar­
rested for selling obscene literature on the 
street.” The evangelist also referred to a state­
ment attributed to Mr. Murray: “To any Infidel, 
íotorious or otherwise, who says that, you can 
give my compliments and tell him he is a liar.” 
Mr. Murray at once declared that he would 
prosecute Torrey for defamation of character, 
and informs us by telegraph that he has done 
so. The suit will give Torrey a chance to prove, 
if he can, that Mr. Murray was arrested for 
selling obscene literature on the streets.

The Rev. Dr. Torrey appears to be suffering 
from an obscene distemper. One of his stock 
libels on Ingersoll is that he acted as counsel 
for a gang of miscreants who were burdening 
the United States m,ails with obscene literature. 
When the Bible that he swears by is criticised, 
he replies that young men have been known to 
go from Ingersoll’s lectures to a house of ill- 
fame. That may be so or not, but either way, 
what of it? A man told us that he dropped into 
a Third avenue resort one Sunday and found it 
empty. It was about 11 o’clock. The barkeeper 
said it would fill up as soon as the services were 
over at St. Ann’s church. Between the two cases 
this difference is to be noted: The young men 
who went from Ingersoll’s lectures may not have 
been Freethinkers; but the men and women who 
attended St. Ann’s church and adjourned there­
from to a Raines law hotel were almost certain­
ly professed Christians, and in the rooms which 
the young men visited they about as certainly 
found crucifixes and other religious objects. The 
Bible Dr. Torrey reveres yields a large amount 
of material for the history of prostitution, adul­
tery, concubinage, etc., which passed uncon­
demned by the inspired writers, and there are 
numerous 'disreputable characters among its 
heroes, including the progenitors of Jesus Christ, 
male and female. The result is that the Bible 
is a book unfit for general circulation, as litera­
ture is now judged, and extracts from it, sent 
through the mails, have led to the prosecution 
and conviction of the sender. When the sub­
ject of indecent literature is broached, it is gen­

uine charity for Freethinkers to refrain from 
pointing out to Christians the particular pas­
sages of the Bible which come under that defi­
nition.

Purchasing Religious Influence.
In his recent address at the laying of the 

cornerstone of the Young Men’s Christian As­
sociation building in Dayton, Ohio, William H. 
Taft, secretary of war, spoke of the club houses 
which the government has provided for its em­
ployees in the canal zone and placed under the 
control of the Y. M. C. A. Mr. Taft defends the 
clubs, and says:

“And I have not hesitated, therefore, not only to au­
thorize the construction of these club houses under the 
auspices of the Y. M. C. A., but also to confirm the 
action of the commission in the payment of chaplains 
of different denominations who officiate in the church 
services held in the buildings of the association in the 
various labor centers across the Isthmus.”

Secretary Taft appears to know that this mix­
ture of government and religion is wrong, for 
he enters upon a defense of his course. “Some 
question,” he admits, “has been raised as to 
whether the expenditure of this money was with­
in the authority of the commission.” His justifi­
cation is that “the authority of the President in 
the construction of the canal is to build the 
canal, and he has therefore the right to expend 
the money in any way necessary in pursuance 
of that purpose.”

Does Secretary Taft expect any reasoning per­
son to believe that the canal cannot be built un­
less the men who do the work are preached to 
regularly? Does he himself honestly believe 
such ministry to be essential? If so, how does 
he explain the great enterprises that have been 
out through without it? To us it seems a trifle 
singular that vast engineering plans are carried 
out by private enterprise unassisted by the 
clergy, while no sooner is a knot of government 
employees brought together than there must be 
chaplains to shepherd them.

The greater part of this country was opened 
up, developed, settled, and civilized by men who 
left their parsons behind them, but the govern­
ment cannot send a regiment into the field or a 
ship to sea without its “Holy Joe.”

There is a reason but not the one given by 
apologists for the government. The truth is 
that our statesmen cultivate the good graces of 
the church and find political offices for its min­
isters for the same reason that Napoleon Bona­
parte established the Catholic church in France 
—it enables them better to govern the populace 
and to hold their own jobs. The churches of 
this country might not overthrow an administra­
tion which should ignore them, but they would 
make a strenuous effort to that end. We have 
not of late had an administration with confidence 
enough in its own merits to make the experiment 
of carrying out the provisions of the Constitu­
tion as regards disunion of state and church. 
The loyalty and patriotism of the churches is 
procured by corrupting them with gratuities, im- 
Xnunities, and preferments. Chaplains are ap­
pointed and Young Men’s Christian Associations 
promoted in pursuit of the policy of purchasing 
ecclesiastical support of government at the ex­
pense and without the consent of the governed.

Was Lincoln a Christian?
In The Christian Work and Evangelist Gen. 

Horatio C. King claims that Abraham Lincoln 
was a Christian. He says that Lincoln before 
his death gave utterance to the following:

“When I left Springfield I asked the people 
to pray for me; I was not a Christian. When I 
buried my son., the severest trial of my life, I 
was not a Christian. But when I went to Gettys­
burg, and saw the graves of thousands of our 
soldiers, I then and there consecrated myself to 
Christ. I do love Jesus.” \

In an early issue of The Truth Seeker, J. E. 
Remsburg will answer General King.
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JOHN PECK ON JOHN OF PATMOS
The Re vela tor’s Visions While in or Under the 

Influence of the Spirit.

I have been reading the book of Revelation. 
John, the author, says he was in the spirit, and 
I have every reason to believe that he was. 1 
knew a man by the name of Brown who was 
in the “spirit’’ a number of years. I have known 
others to be in the “spirit,” and it appears to 
work on a saint just as it does on others. For 
a time it seems to produce no evil effects, but if 
persisted in it brings disaster, or what has 
recently been called a brain storm. Brown 
passed through a number of these storms, and, 
like John, saw many frightful and wonderful I 
things. He told of sights that would send a 
shiver up the back of a marble statue; bugs a 
foot long creeping on the fence rails; great black 
spiders as big as turtles spinning down from the 
ceiling; hideous worms crawling over the floor; 
snakes writhing and twisting around the bed 
posts. He saw other reptiles so huge?-horrible 
and loathsome as to baffle description.

John was affected in the same way and saw 
similar sights. Brown died in one of these brain 
storms, and whether John survived is not set 
forth.

When a man is in the “spirit” he sees things 
double, but John imbibed until he could see hoofs 
and horns and dragons where none existed. He 
could not only see white horses, red horses, black 
horses, pale horses, and heavenly horses, but 
beasts with heads and horns too numerous to 
mention, with women riders.

In going through the book of Revelation, I 
noted down a few of the wonderful things which 
John saw, without any regard to arrangement. 
Indeed, if any system should be observed the 
book of Revelation would not be fairly represent­
ed. There is no system about a man when he 
is in the “spirit.”

The sights which John saw will now be in 
order, and without order, viz,: “Seven spirits of 
Gôd, seven seals, a lamb with seven horns and 
seven eyes, seven beasts full of eyes before and 
behind, and vials full of the prayers of the 
saints.”

“The sun was like black sackcloth, the moon 
was as blood, and the stars fell to the earth; 
there was a great earthquake, the mountains and 
islands moved out of place.” “And I saw four 
angels on the four corners of the earth holding 
the four winds (they did not want the corners 
to be flapping up); seven angels and seven 
trumpets, thunder and lightning and an earth­
quake, hail and fire mingled with blood, a great 
mountain burning with fire cast into the sea; the 
sea became blood. There fell a great star from 
heaven, the third part of the sun was smitten 
and the sun and the air were darkened.” “And 
the shapes of the locusts were like horses—fl^eir 
tails like scorpions, and they had stings in their 
tails, and out of their mouths issued fire and 
brimstone.”

It is pretty clear that John was not in touch 
with those who Wore the blue ribbon. Should 
not his condition prove a warning to all who are 
lured by the “flowing bowl”?

“A great red dragon with seven heads and 
ten horns, and his tail drew the third part of the 
stars of heaven.” “I saw a beast rise out of the 
water with seven heads and ten horns.” When 
a man sees so many heads and horns, isn’t he in 
a brain storm? “And I saw the heavens open, 
and behold, a white horse, his eyes were like a 
flame of fire; he was clothed in a vesture dipped 
in blood and the armies of heaven followed him 
on white horses.” Who can doubt now that 
there is a “horse heaven”? Poor Lo can take his 
dog, and the jockey can take his horse to the 
heavenly abode. “And' an angel took up a stone 
like a great mill stone.” An angel is supposed to 
be a spirit. How can a spirit handle great 
stones? It could-not have been a spiritual stone, 
for it was like a “mill stone.” The Christian will 
say this must be' explained’ spiritually, but the 
more- he explains- the more he will stir up the 
holy mud.

“An angel came down from heaven Having the 
key to the bottomless pit.” Will some minister 
who is well up on such affairs tell us where that 
pit is located, and how a pit can have no bottom ? 
Everything put in must fall through. If the 

key of hell is kept in heaven it is only through 
heaven’s consent that one can: get into hell.

“A hundred and forty thousand having their 
father’s name written in their foreheads.” Wasn t 
that a goodly number of children for one father? 
What will those Christian women who wanted 
to kick Smoot out of the Senate think of that? 
Brigham Young was not in it.

“I heard -a voice from heaven as the voice of 
great thunder.” John was always hearing voices 
and noises and thunders. There was an­
other man who was* in the “spirit,” like John, 
and heard a wonderful noise. One fourth of 
July he lay on the grass and a boy let off a fire­
cracker close to his ear. He roused up and 
wondered when they would “stop shootin’ off 
that damned old cannon.”

“I saw three unclean spirits come out of the 
mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the 
beasts; they are the spirits of devils working 
miracles.” A being to work miracles must have 
power over the laws of nature, and be able to 
change them. If God and the Catholic church 
have power over these laws on the one hand, 
and the devil on thè other, is there anything that 
we can depend on?

“And there fell upon men a great hail out of 
heaven, every stone the weight of a talent.” 
Webster says a talent weighs about 57 pounds. 
If one had struck John on the head he would 
have seen more stars than hail stones.

“And he carried me away in the spirit, and I 
saw a woman sit upon the beast with seven 
leads and ten horns.” Is it not queer that he ■ 
should see so many seven-headed and ten- 
homed beasts? But no one can tell what a saint 
will see when in the “spirit.” It is evident that 
Bacchus had shot him in the neck.

“When I saw her (the woman on the beast), 
I wondered with great admiration.” Just so; 
lundreds have been affected in the same way.

To clear my quail pipes and refresh my sc-ul 
Full oft I drained the spicy nut brown bowl. 
Wine lets no lover unrewarded go, 
As all true gamesters of the trade must know.

“Behold the beast that was and is nòt and yet 
is.” Now you see it and now you don’t see it.

“And cast him (the devil) into the bottomless - 
pit and shut him up; after that he must be loosed 
for a little season.” The power that could cast 
the devil into the bottomless pit could keep him 
there. If he is loosed it must be according to 
the will of that power. So God allows the devil i 
to lure us into by and forbidden paths and- then 
damns us for being lured. Nice scheme! Tie a 
boy up in the barn and then lick him because he 
doesn’t go after the' cows. If you don’t believe 
in God you will go to hell; if you do believe in 
him you may go there just the same.
You shall and you shan’t, you will and you won’t; 
You’ll be damned if you do, and be damned if you don’t.

Now I have studied the different systems of 
religion to some extent, but in the scope of my 
knowledge there is no system that contains so 
much that is unreal, unnatural, incomprehensible, 
extravagant, and nonsensical as is set forth in 
the book of Revelation. It is positively without 
meaning.

Sometimes I am compelled to study parts of 
Shakespeare’s plays very closely, but there is 
some encouragement, for I know that there is a 
meaning if I can reach it. But no meaning 
can be attached to the apocalyptic aberrations 
of John the revelator. But the Christian says 
there is a spiritual meaning although we may not 
be able to understand it, but I guess one must 
be in the “spirit” to get the spiritual meaning. 
One must be drunk to see things aS a drunken 
man sees them.

My Christian friend, I want to ask you, Has 
your God got common sense? If so, would he 
give us a revelation which we cannot understand 
and then make heaven and hell depend upon it? 
Talmage said there were passages of the Bible 
which he could not understand. Then one of 
two things, must be true: either God is a chump 
or he had nothing to do with the Bible. For 
a God with brains would never send a message 
to men which they cannot understand.

Think of it. God calls the preacher to ex­
plain a document which he has put into his hands 
and which he knows the preacher cannot under­
stand, Thus it is the Christian falls into a pit 
without knowing it and will neither get put nor 

' be helped out. Now select the wisest minister in 
the land and let him read Revelation, and compel 
him tò explain each passage as he' proceeds.

There is not a Bible-banger in the land that could 
worry through the first chapter. Does it not 
show that a wise God had nothing to do with it? 
11 God created us and fashioned our minds and 
gave us a revelation, would he not have adapted 
it to our understanding?

Now I want some Christian who believes the 
Bible to be the word of God “from kiver to 
kiver,” and who has got a live coal from God’s 
altar, to tell me about the heavenly horses, red, 
black, white and pale (I wonder who takes care 
of the stables up there), and also about the 
terrible beasts with seven heads and ten horns, 
upon which a woman rode, and the beast with 
eyes behind, and the dragons, the vials of wrath, 
the loud thunders, big hail stones, earthquakes, 
great chains, rainbows, trumpets, fire and brim­
stone, and the bottomless pit. What does it all 
mean? Can you explain it? Can you find a 
man who can explain it? If not, what does it all 
amount to? What useful purpose can it serve? 
Did you ever consider that every time you speak 
of the “Holy Bible” you indorse this rank non­
sense as “holy,” and that every time you do so 
you are lying? Hundreds pretend to believe that 
this insane babble is divinely inspired, while in 
reality they take the same view of it that I do. 
Ministers rehearse to the people what they want 
them to believe, but what they really believe 
they discreetly keep to themselves. The people 
furnish them with a living, and what do they 
get back from these sanctified parasites? 
Promises of robes and crowns, harps and halos, 
about as real as a hole in the air. Many are 
caught in the traps set bv these gospel grafters, 
while the knowing ones laugh in their sleeves. 
Some day the curtain will be raised, the people 
will see how the puppets are manipulated by 
the pious snob who pulls the strings; then all 
will burst out laughing.

IF NOT A GHOST, WHAT IS IT?
44You Men of Athens, I Perceive That in All 

Things You Are Too Superstitious?*
BY. L. H. DANA.

Professor Ernst Haeckel, in advancing the 
monistic theory of the universe, simply carries to 
a logical conclusion the views of Darwin. He 
conceives mind to be a product of matter, and 
says that when the brain dies, the soul dies 
also. The metaphysician scornfully denounces 
this idea as illogical and equivalent to the state­
ment that when the engine dies the steam comes 
to an end also. The objector here chooses an 
unfortunate illustration, for it is certain that 
when the apparatus for producing steam, is not 
in working condition, there is an end for the time 
being to the.power that makes the engine speed 
along the rails; this power still exists, but in an­
other form,, viz., that of water. Steam is not a 
separate entity which floats about unchangeably 
in the air and works upon water to make it pull 
the engine; it is simply a product of water. The 
locomotive, too, is made up of particles of mat­
ter—what they really are Haeckel says very 
plainly that he does not know, but he calls them 
“world-stuff”; water is also composed of this 
mysterious “world-stuff”; and on the application 
of an unknown element called fire, the steam is 
generated which .supplies the motive force for 
the twenty-hour express to New .York. All mat­
ter; not one particle more marvelous than the 
other, but all unknown and perhaps unknowable. 
I might select a simile which is still plainer, and 
speak of the electric light. It burns here vivid­
ly before me now, but I can turn this tiny screw, 
and ou . the moment it is extinguished. Or the 
tiny filament within may become burned out, and 
then there is no light. What, then, becomes of 
the l'ght? Does it float away, a mysterious distinct 
essence; reanimate again another lamp? Nó; down 
in that dark cell- which J can grasp between my 
fingers, matter is generating the force that made 
the light, and when other substances are proper­
ly arranged so as to form a circuit, the light will 
burn again-. So we might think of men; they are 
rushing along on an express train; it collides 
with another train and lo, the filament is snapped 
that made the man a living being, A moment ago 
he laughed, he hoped, he loved, he thought; now 
the circuit is broken, the livht ceases to burn. Yet 
in those cçlls òf that which we say has no longer 
being, there resides this mysterious life forte- 
this is not “dpaij" matte r, it continually changes
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and works itself into something new; and there 
seems to be no logical ground for the assump- 

- tion that it is worked upon by something of an 
essentially different essence from that with which 
we are already familiar—or better, with whose 
demonstrations we are familiar.

Recently the newspapers were devoting some 
columns of space (which might have better 
been given to describing the merits of Dr. 
Green's Pink Pills for pale people) to the re­
markable discovery of a Boston doctor of medi­
cine. This man of “science” gravely informed us 
that on carefully weighing a number of patients 
before and after death, he found a marked de­
crease in weight—sometimes as much as an ounce 
-—taking place upon the stopping of the heart; 
and he advanced the theory that this loss of 
weight was due to the departure of the “soul” 
from the body. This is scarcely the sort of thing 
we should expect from erudite Boston, for it is of 
course perfectly evident that anything having 
weight must be matter, indestructible, indeed, but 
capable of constant change, and by no means 
likely to be the “soul” of which, theologians 

. used to tell us, several thousand might be 
balanced on the point of a needle. Experiments, 
indeed, may show that all animals lose weight 
at death. So likewise, do all solids lose weight in 
water, and in this latter instance, however, sup­
pose w.e will agree that the “soul” is not in­
volved. But, says this son of Esculapius, if the 
decrease in weight is not due to the flitting of 
the soul (or ghost), what does cause it? There, 
sir, we have one of the oldest of questions. If 
Apollo does not. drive the chariot of the sun 
across the sky, how account for the rising and 
setting of that great luminary? If there is not 
a. god in the brook, why does it run down hill ? 
What explanation can there be for thunder if 
Jupiter does not produce the sound by the hurl­
ing of his powerful bolts ? It is the tendency to ex­
plain the unknown by something outside the 
realm of natural law, that makes the careful 
thinker reluctant to accept a supernatural ex­
planation for so-called “psychic’’ phenomena, 
strange as they occasionally are. I remember 
sitting one afternoon within a block of a large 
newspaper office, and that mournful poem of the 
Irish famine, “Give me three grains of corn, 
mother,” came repeatedly into my mind. It had 
probably been years since I had thought of the 
lines before, nor did the sense of hunger suggest 
them at the time, for they occurred to me shortly 
after luncheon. The next morning the poem ap­
peared on the first page of the Chicago Tribune; 
and I have several times had experiences as 
peculiar. There are a number of apparently 
authentic cases where a sense of a disaster to one 
person seems to have been communicated to a 
friend or relative at a great distance, almost 
simultaneously with the accident; but when one 
picks up the receiver of a telephone and in less 
than thirty seconds speaks from Chicago to a 
man in Evanston, or remembers that ships out 
at sea have flashed messages, without the use 
of wires, to a land station, many hundreds of 
miles away, one realizes that in the world of 
science, too, there are many things that Horatio 
would certainly have thought well outside the 
field of his philosophy, and which he probably 
would have denominated “ghosts!”

Mortality and Plague.
Last year it was generally thought that the 

plague was about to leave the country. But it 
has now set in with an increased vehemence and 
all hopes of its abatement are *for the present 
over. In the month of January there were be­
tween sixty-four and sixty-five thousand deaths 
reported from plague in the whole of India. But 
within the four weeks from ad February to ad 
March, the number of deaths from plague has 
increased to 101,068. The principal mortality is 
in the Punjab, which shows 39,5*7 deaths in the 
month of February, or nearly two-fifths of the 
entire plague mortality of India.—The Review of 
Religions, Qadiau, India, March, 1907.

Mr. John E. Remsburg’s two latest works, The 
Bible, and Six Historic Americans, should be tn 
the library of every Liberal. They are among 
the most useful books we ever published. Price, 
$1.25 each. . ■

Protection.
A Plea for the Pfeaervation of the Game Laws—by 

Fish, Flesh, Fowl and the other Hunter.
"I need and want Protection,” said the Shark,
"An “Infant Industry’ need's more'n fair play
To grow to be a giant in these days;
These Jeffersonian Jonahs would delay
‘Benevolent Assimilation.’ Nay,
Give ME more class Protection,” blew the Whale.
"I need and want Protection,” said the Shark.
"The small fry are in ev’rybody’s way,
And ought to be abated, don’t you know.
Besides, I’m on the predatory lay.
And little fishes are my lawful prey.
What I ask is Protection,” snapped the Shark.
“I need and want Protection,” said the Skunk. 
“For my light meals I’m always glad to pay 
(I buy my chicken at ’steen scents per pound— 
D’ you s’pose I’d steal? “The wise call it convey’). 
This free trade drivel’s hot air and decay!
I love Protection’s savor," sneered the Skunk.
“I need and want Protection,” said the Bear;
"The only thing my sweet tooth’s pangs allay
Is honey (though my brother George likes coal); 
And any bee’s a pig to go and say
It’s his, just because he made it—he’s a jay! 
I’m looking for Protection,” growled the Bear.

"I need and want Protection,” said the Wolf,
“I need it in my business, night and day; 
It’s vital to my int’rests, don’t you see? 
Suppose ferocious lambs should bite me? Say; 
The sheep’s a darned bad, lot when it gets gay! 
Protection’s my salvation,” snarled the Wolf.

“I need and want Protection,” said the Hawk.
“This fooling with the tariff yould betray
My whereabouts, and cut my food supply;
Those silly geese within the coop would stay. 
And furred and feathered game refuse to stray— 
You bet, I’m for Protection!” squawked the Hawk.

“I need and want Protection,” said the Man;
“How else am I expenses to defray,
And live in luxury without hard work?
How else am I to gather in the hay
Which fools have raised and cut? Just hear ’em bray! 
My Trust is in Protection,” whined the Man.

W. Е. P. FRENCH, U. S. A.

Ultima.
The seeker after Truth his guide besought.

That leaving devious ways he might be led
Unto the sacred shrine where Truth is taught. 

That he might drink at Wisdom’s fountain-head.

“ ’Tis well,” his guide made answer, “yet the way 
To that great fountain where thou fain wouldst drink

Must be pursued through many a night and day—
Place thou thy hand in mine and do not shrink.”

When but a little progress they had made 
Upon the road a priest they did espy,

To whom the guide most courteously said:
“We seek the Truth, О Father, he and I.”

The priest made answer, “Then may heaven send
The wished-for knowledge, sit thee down and pray.” 

But when they raised their eyes around the bend
He vanished from them on the backward way.

Undaunted, said the guide, “Just o’er yon hill 
Dwell learned men who spend their days in thought

And of the spring of wisdom take their nil;
Not vainly shall the truth from these be sought”

With confidence they knocked upon the door; 
An old man answered with benignant air:

“Welcome, О Seekers, to our heaped-up store 
Of human learning—we have treasures rare.”

'“Nay,” said the guide, “it is the Truth itself— 
The fountain of all wisdom we pursue.”

The gray beard hotly cried: “Upon yon shelf 
Is ranged the product of the world’s great few,”

“Your pardon, Doctor,” softly said the guide;
“The fountain gushed we seek ere man was burn.” 

Indignantly the scholar opened wide
The door and drove them forth with words of scorn.

Many they after met who paused to hear.
And gave some knowing answer, looking wise;

But tho* they kept the road full many a year 
Ne’er gaaed they on the Fountain with their eyes.

At length one day as slowly sank the sun 
Beyond the golden mountains of the West,

The guide said suddenly, “Thy journey’s done. 
Come, tired one, lay thee down a while and rest.”

“And know at last the Truth—for thou dost know 
Man can know nothing—this is wisdom’s height;

Honor to thee for seeking! Thou didst show
Thy courage. Traveler, sleep till breaks the light.” 

THOMAS O. CLARK.

Gee!
“Now I lay me down to sleep,” 
A little boy once said.

"If I should die before I wake 
How will I know I’m dead?”

The Code of Jamestown Colony.

The press dispatches from London and Paris 
make much of the criminal code put into force 
by King Leopold of Belgium in his Congo Free 
State, so called. It is bad enough, but for sever­
ity it cannot compare with the first criminal code 
of the Jamestown colony which settled on James­
town Island, in Virginia. After the departure 
of Lord Delaware from Jamestown, the colony 
fell into bad ways; vice, superinduced by idle­
ness, threatened to ruin the venture, but Sir 
Thomas Gates, lieutenant-general of the colony, 
made a strong appeal to the London Company 
for a more rigid government. The result was the 
adoption of a criminal code which for severity 
was probably never equalled. It was decided to 
administer the government of the colony under 
martial law, and this proved to be a wise de­
cision, for no half-way measure would have ac­
complished any good. Armed with this arbi­
trary code and the title of high marshal of Vir­
ginia Sir Thomas Dale was sent out to govern 
the colony, and he did it with such success that 
he was recognized as its strongest and wisest 
Governor. The fact that the great Lord Bacon 
suggested this code may add to its interest. It 
will be seen that death loomed largely in its 
making and constant terror of skull and cross- 
bones may have been the strongest factor in mak­
ing the early Virginians be good. On the loth 
of May, i6u. it was nailed on the church door 
and proclaimed by criers:

Speaking against the Trinity or articles of 
Christian faith—Death.

Blasphemy againt God—First offense, severe 
whipping; second, bodkin through tongue; third, 
Death.

Deriding God’s word—Death.
Disrespect to a minister—Thrice whipped and 

apology in public three Sabbath days.
Failure to attend Sunday service—First of­

fense. loss of allowance one week; second, same 
plus whipping: third, death.

Murder, adultery, rape, sodomy, perjury— 
Death.

Robbery of church or store—-Death.
Treasonable speech against the King—Death. 
Slander or unfitting speech against the Vir­

ginia Company of London, its council, commit­
tees. officers, representatives or against any of 
iis decrees or orders—First offense, whipping and 
public apologv: second, galleys for three years; 
third, same: fourth, death.

Unauthorized trading with the Indians—- 
Death.

Robbing an Indian coming to trade—Death.
Rendering of false accounts by any officer of 

colony—Death.
Mariner selling at higher rates than fixed by 

Governor or council—Death.
Killing any domestic animal or fowl without 

consent of the Governor—Death.
Failure to keep regular hours of work for the 

colony—First offense, to lie neck and heels to­
gether all night; second, whipping; third, galleys 
for one year.

Running away to the Indians—Death.
Robbing gardens of flowers or vegetables, 

stealing com or other grain—Death.
Refusal to go to the minister for religious in­

struction—First offense, whipping; second, whip­
ping twice and apology; third, whipping daily un­
til apology and contrition.

Fraud by any baker, cook or fisherman employ­
ed for the colony—First offense, loss of ears, 
sceond, galleys one year; third, galleys three 
years.

In spite of this savage code, which probably 
was rarely enforced, the colony survived. It in 
fact survived the code, which will be shown as 
a curiosity at the Jamestown Exposition.

The little boy who said: If God was every­
where he would get run over by the cars, hit 
theism, pantheism and every other theological 
ism a knockout blow.

A large number of America’s best judges think 
that President Eliot of Harvard is the greatest 
living American. A voice from Washington is 
heard saying: What then am I?



296 The Truth Seeker. — May 11 • 1907.

The Ecstasy of Death.
By R. W. H. Staite, B. A.

From whence I came I know not, 
My advent was unheralded to me. 
I was not, and this consciousness of life, 
Its joy, its sorrow, its responsibi’ities, 
Its hope or fear, could find no part 
In me ere I was born.
No horror of regret, nor dreams 
Of pleasures past in that long time 
Ere thence I came, enter my soul, 
And I fear not the time ere I yas born.

Whither I go I know not.
My exit is unheralded' to me.
I shall not be. This consciousness of life, 
Its joy, its sorrow, its responsibilities, 
Its hope or terror, will have ceased 
In me, when I am dead.
No horror of regret, nor dreams 
Of pleasures past in that Jong time 
When I am not, shall trouble me; 
And I fear not that time 
When I go hence.
I fear not—nay, I do rejoice; 
For, looking back. I see 
My sorrows all within this life;
Ere that, no sorrow, no remorse, _ 
And after that
Into the silence
Then welcome,
Thrice welcome,
My soul ecstatic thrills with thought of thee.

I go to whence I came— 
of eternal night.
Death—
Death.

future, we are told, all plays

a committee appointed to act 
The plays will have to be within

Ecclesiasticism Triumphant in Quebec
The idea put forward by some of our more opti­

mistic Freethinkers in Montreal, that religious 
tolerance has made great headway there, must 
have received some slight shock when Arch­
bishop Bruchesi rapped the knuckles of the 
directors of the Theatre des Nouvcautes early 
this month. In 
presented at the Theatre des Nouveautcs will 
be submitted to a committee appointed to act 
as censors.
the limits of the laws of morals and good art, 
as understood by this committee, which will be 
under ecclesiastical direction. The management 
of the theatre apologized for their act of rebel­
lion in offering “La Rafale” for one performance 
after the interdiction has been placed upon the 
play and the theatre on Sunday. The directors 
of the theatre also extended to Archbishop 
Bruchesi sentiments of loyalty to the church and 
future mandaments of the episcopal authorities. 
This action is due to the interdiction of the 
archbishop placed on the theatre. “The laws of 
morals and good art, as understood” by the 
church, is a mild way of saying that, in future, 
a play that reflects on the Romish priesthood 
in any way will be summarily squelched by the 
committee. Slie people of Quebec have thus 
to take what the priests allow them in the way 
both of literature and of art. A bright look-out 
for “toleration,” this.—Secular Thought, Toron­
to, Canada,

Truth Seeker’s

“In Memoriam: Edward Bliss Foote, Ohio and 
New York, 1829-1906,” is a pamphlet of sixty-fou" 
pages issued by Dr. Е. B. Foote, Sr., in memory 
of his father, who died in October last. It con­
tains the funeral address delivered by Thaddeus 
Burr Wakeman, which fitted the occasion and 
the subject; the letters of friends to the legatees; 
reminiscences, tributes, messages, resolutions, 
and the like, with the phonographic testimonies 
of Ingersoll and Mrs. Stanton; an observation 
by George E. Macdonald; The 
editorial eulogy; a facsimile of the engrossed 
memorial of the Ohio Society of New York; the 
writing on the fly leaf of the copy of the Home 
Cyclopedia placed in his father’s coffin by E.
B. Foote, Jr.; and also biographical sketches of 
the deceased, with numerous likenesses. The 
memorial pamphlet will be highly prized by the 
friends of Dr. Foote, any of whom may obtain 
a copy by addressing Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 120 
Lexington avenue, New York.

The late Charles Bradlaugh’s eldest sister, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Norman, has lately died in Eng­
land at the age of seventy-two.

If a dying father commits his daughters to a 
minister of the gospel for their moral and spirit­
ual instruction, and if before the oldest one is 
eighteen, the minister leaves wife and congrega­
tion to run away with her, will the fact serve 
to increase or lessen our confidence in religion as 
the guardian of morality? _ , , , , , , л

FROM WOMAN’S POINT OF VIEW.
CONDUCTED BY BERTHA W. HOWE.

Always I have been saying, “I want liberty! 
Leave me alone!” Sometimes I have been brave 
and said, “I want liberty! I will take it!” A few 
times I have said, “You need liberty! I will 
leave you alone!” and these days I have marked 
with a red letter.

KWH
Maybe we must all suffer, that we may live; 

certainly we must all love lest we die. When we 
cease to suffer, we cease to struggle, and the end 
comes. If we have not pain of our own, we 
suffer vicariously, and struggle for others, or 
dry rot sets in, and thus the end comes.

When we suffer only for ourselves, we love 
only for ourselves. But we all do love, how­
ever narrowly, and we each weigh our love 
against our suffering, and the individual lives. 
When we have grown, we love more broadly, 
and because loving is serving, the race lives.

WWW
In the morning I scrubbed the floor of a poor 

sick woman’s room for the love of humanity 
that was in my heart. In the afternoon 1 wiped 
the dust from the floor of my own rooms for 
Jove of a friend who was to visit me.

That night I dreamed I was poor, and ignor­
ant, and worn with toil, and that 1 must scrub 
floors or die. I awoke, moaning and full of re­
bellion, crying that I had been robbed, that 1 
had not been paid in good coin!

When I was calm again, and very wide awake, 
I saw that the wages of slavery is death; for 
where is the scrub-woman who knows, or can be 
taught, that when she toils for any baser coin 
than love, she has a master and he robs her?

WWW
To the mind of the average man the senti 

ments of the thirteenth chapter of Corinthians, 
and Portia’s views of the relative qualities of 
justice and mercy, are only so much high-flown 
verbiage, to be rolled from the tongues of elo­
quent speakers upon sentimental occasions, when 
there is no prisoner trembling at the bar. They 
still prefer an eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth in law, and in business, to clutch every 
thing in sight, than to trust to the reality of the 
poet’s dream.

Not to comment upon it, it is a fact, that if 
any considerable body of the people really desir­
ed to understand what makes a man a criminal 
instead of an honest man, and to apply the mercy 
and charity Which such understanding would be 
sure to engender, we would not have had the 
spectacle last week of the newspapers and the 
district attorney's office of New York “sicking 
on” a reluctant judge to give a poor thief the 
limit of punishment for stealing some property 
which he had afterwards returned!

An editorial in The Sun says that the judge’s 
exhibition of mercy in giving the man only two 
months when he might have given him twenty 
years, did credit to his qualities of heart, but 
that it is a question whether judges ought nol 
to have hard heads instead of soft hearts. Hugh 
Pentecost used to say that most men’s heads 
have turned to bone, and I think it is true. An 
honest effort of the average man to see things 
from the prisoner’s point of view, would result 
in a fracture of his cerebrum!

As religion and business are said not to mix. 
so it seems sentiment and law do not.
with my own ears, a judge of one of our New 
York courts say, in charging a 
trial, “You must lay aside all ./feelings which 
would do credit to you as men I”

And what kind of a man is wanted on a jury? 
A man of no scruples. No scruples against cir­
cumstantial evidence, no scruples against capital 
punishment, no scruples nohow. And if a man. 
after proving his unscrupulousness, can also show 
that he is a perfect idiot, in that he has 
newspaper reports about the case, but 
cent of the first idea concerning it, he 
a working model for all jurors 1

Women in the Finnish Diet.
One feature of the recent elections to 

nish Diet that makes it a memorable one, is the 
great interest taken by the women who have se­
cured the suffrage. The Finnish Diet is the 
first of modern parliaments in which women

I heard

jury in a murder

read the 
is inno- 
becomes

less than nineteen 
candidates.

hold scats, there being no 
women who were successful

An interesting fact which the press dispatches 
also reveals is that the attendance at the Uni­
versity of Helsingfors is given as 2,640 men to 
564 women, or about the same ratio as will pre­
vail in the new Diet. The latest news also has 
it that the Russian government is massing a 
arge number of troops in Finland-with the cvi- 
lent intention of dispersing the Diet should it 
prove dangerous to the ruling regime.—’Flic 
Worker.

•* •> к
He Confessed.

There are many unlovely things about men, 
but the most unlovely is politics; one of those 
careers in which, from a high point of view, ab­
solute honesty of purpose and absolute sincerity 
are impossible. (Laughter and cries of “Ohl”) 
Honorable gentlemen seem to be divided about 
that matter, but one knows that calls of party 
loyalty and the security of one’s seat—(Laughter) 
—very often compel a member to shirk an is­
sue or only to half state a truth which he ought 
to state ’in full. (Cries of ^Oh 1”) Everyone 
knows that, and it is perfectly idle to pretend 
*0 contradict it. (Hear, hear.) (Cheers.)—From 
1 speech of Mr. Julius Bertram, in the House 
>f Commons, against woman suffrage.

•», К H
In a recent article on the unpopularity of mar­

riage, Mrs. Gilman says: “The women of our 
time are rapidly developing those human powers 
and faculties, interests and aspirations so long 
forbidden them. They need for their soul’s 
health full exercise of these powers. Meanwhile 
matrimony, as existing, continues to require of 
the woman not only the love of a wife, the func­
tion of the mother, but the trade of domestic 
service. The modern woman, intelligent, edu­
cated, perhaps already experienced in business, 
-esents this demand and refuses it. Or, being 
married, and perhaps unconscious of what real- 
1v ails her, she frets about her work or in her 
idleness, and imagines that her unhappiness is 
due to her husband. Having been taught so 
long that “Love is Strength,” and finding herself 
still unsatisfied, she clamors for more love or a 
different love, and frequently jumps from the 
frying pan into the fire. Whereas, all the time 
it was not love at all which she needed. She 
had enough for all practical purposes. What she 
lacked was life—Human Life. A human crea­
ture must do human work; and all women are 
no more to be contented as house servants and 
housekeepers than all men would be. We need 
rearrangement, not in the vital principles of 
monogamy, which is good, but in the mechanics 
of the business in the trade of domestic 
dustrv.”

in­

И и и
Give Your Bp st.

There are loyal hearts, there are spirits brave, 
There are souls that are pure and true 
Then give to the world the best you have, 
And the host will come back to you.
Give love, and love to your life will flow,
A strength
Have faith, 
Their faith
Give truth, 
And honor
And a smile that Is sweet will surely 
A smile that is just as sweet.
For life is the mirror of king and slave; 
'Tis just what we are and do.
Then give to the world the besl you have, 
And the best will come back to you.

—Madeline S. Bridges

In your utmost need; 
and a score of hearts will 
in your word and deed.
and your gift will be paid 
will honor meet;

hIiow

in kind,

I

I

And

with bold- 
the people 
did before 
is now no

Thomas Jefferson said, “Question 
uess even the existence of God,” and 
ire questioning today as they never 
for the probable reason that there 
nunishment nor ostracism for such questioning.
The clergy have awakened to the fact that the 
reason is the growing intelligence of the people. 
But lei lh(,m not be alarmed. The principles 
of morality, justice and humanity are older than 
any creed or cult, and the outcome of what‘they 
are pleased to term the “Tnfidel age” will not be 
as disastrous to the nation as they would have 
us think,—T; Çt W. in the New York Times.
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Minor Editorial Note and Comment.
Coney Inland showa, and hence an op-They doubtlene have йоте very apeedy 

nilnlHlera on Long Inland. A young wom­
an of Hempstead wrote a schoolgirl 
friend that tho town, which In tho resi­
dence of persons prominent In sporting 
circles, wan "too slow" for her, and then 
she ran away with her pantor.

Kame In brief, however hardly earned. 
The Rev. Cordova of New Jersey has not 
been pardoned yet, and the Rev. Cooke 
of Long Island usurps his place In the 
public eye. From the excitement over 
Cooke one would suppose that he had no 
predecessors, whereas he Is only an Imi­
tator of scores of them, and Is likely to 
give place to another within six weeks.

Last week the announcement was made 
that Cornell University would establish 
a Roman Catholic chapel and lectureship 
in connection with the college. Later the 
male students of Cornell have started a 
formal campaign In favor of the segrega­
tion of the sexes In the University. The 
agitation may have' been Instigated as a 
further bld for Roman Catholic patron­
age:

Senator Grady has managed to amend 
the Cobb marriage license bill before 
the legislature at Albany by providing 
that marriages of persons over 21 years 
of age shall not be valid if a license Is 
not procured. As Senator Grady Is a Ro­
man Catholic It Is Inferred that the 
church would be glad to have the validity 
of marriages rest on Its own rites unen­
forced by the sanction of the state.

Spiritualism Is rapidly gaining ground 
in Porto Rico. Evidently it Is of the Ir 
religious sort, as we read of a convention 
In San Juan, April 30, where the Old 
Testament was discussed by Spiritualists 
and Protestant ministers, and the latter 
forced to admit that some of the pas­
sages therein are “Indelicate.” If the 
question whether the Indelicacies are In­
spired came up, the newspapers do no< 
mention that the point was decided.

When calling upon an Oriental poten 
tate it Is customary to open negotiations 
with a gift, after accepting and esttmat 
Ing the value of which the potentate asks 
the visitor what Is his graft. Bishop 
Hillis of Leavenworth, Kansas, had an In 
terview with the pope on May 1, which 
was marked by the transfer of $12,000 Ir 
Peter’s pence from the fob of the blshor 
to that of the pontiff. The nature o' 
Bishop Hillis’s business with his holl 
ness does not transpire. It Is said tba' 
the Vatican has learned to fear Ameri 
cans even when they bear gifts.

The good ship Kingdom, which last 
August sailed from Rockland, Maine 
with three score and ten members of the 
Holy Ghost and Us Society on board 
bound for the Holy Land, has returned t< 
Portland without Its prophet, the Rev 
Frank W. Sandford, founder of Shllob 
The survivors report that Sandford lef 
them to go ashore, while they remained 
aboard ship, In January, and they hav< 
not since heard from him. Sandford car 
rled the bag. As he was an Elijah, hi: 
absence may lead his people to bellev< 
that he has followed his namesuke. If 
one Elijah can automobile his way t< 
heaven, why not another?

Politicians In Brooklyn who have 
money invested in Goney Island amuse 
meats are using the luduence of th- 
clergy to stop Sunday baseball games by 
the Amateur City League. Tho purpose 
of the ministers In cooporating Is to get 
the people to church, and the object of 
the owners of Coney Island rosorts is tc 
got there tho crowd which would attend 
ball games*if permitted. The baseball 
enthusiasts say that if tho police Inter* 
fore with their games any further they 
will Insist that tho law bo enforced all 
around. It Is ohargod that the Brooklyn 
courts are under the ownership of Sena­
tor McCarron, who is a heavy Investor In 

ponent of ball playing.
The Rev. Dr. Charles H. Parkhurst Is 

becoming a destructive critic. Last Sun­
day he said: "There are parts of the 
Bible that are actually antagonistic 'to 
the principles of Christianity. There are 
parts that I would under no circum­
stances read to a congregation, so full 
are they of bitterness and cursing. There 
Is a large part of the Bible that must be 
rilled out, not as Bible, but as forming 
any part of Christian knowledge, teaching 
and experience." Dr. Parkhurst also 
ventured the heresy that "it is not essen­
tial what view one may take of such 
stories as that of Jonah and the whale." 
Presbyterianism has survived Dr. Park­
hurst’s sociology, and maybe his theology 
won’t shake the church, but It Is a hard 
blow.

It turns out that Madame Vltous, the 
Austrian woman who posed as a divine 
healer and committed suicide a week ago 
had swindled out of many thousands of 
lollars those misguided persons who 
sought from her love potions and the 
’ike. Many of them banked with her, 
snd one man is reported to be out $11,000. 
The madame was a devout member of 
’t. John’s Catholic church In East Seven- 
y-second street, her donations to the 
:hurch having amounted to $18,000 In the 

’ast two years. She plucked her victims 
or the benefit of the priests. There are 
ome fools who believe her to have been 

л saint, that she Is not dead, and they 
.ell of having already seen her in heaven 
n their dreams. As a survival by which 

‘o Judge the saints of the past Madame 
vltous has served a useful purpose.

Since the death of St. George Mivart. 
vho had been ex-communicated, the Cath- 
41c church has counted In Its member­
ship no man preeminent for his scientific 
attainments. Joseph McCabe, Haeckel’s 
English translator, says that few schol­
ars of even secondary rank are to be 
’ound In that church. “Such a state of 
hlngs,” Mr. McCabe remarks, “should be 
nstructive to those Rationalists who im­
agine that the Church of Rome is going 
о outlive the other sects. It Is decaying 

’aster than any of them. In France the 
Church has been reduced to what a re­
cent clerical writer calls 'an almost in­
significant minority,’ as far as practis­
ing Catholics go. In Italy the educated 
classes have, the latest authorities say. 
ilmoet entirely abandoned the Church. In 
Spain rebellion Is spreading along the 
usual lines of popular education. In 
England and America the Church has 
’ost many million followers In the course 
of the last thirty years. Rome may be 
‘mmortal. Romanism Is showing unm’s- 
’akable signs of mortality.”

As everything that smacked of innova 
‘ ion has been condemned by the church, 
surprise Is not caused by reading In 
Notes and Queries that the wearing of 
’rousers (or what the boys call “long 
nants”) .has within the past century 
been regarded as irreligious. In October, 
’812, an order was made by Saint John’s 
■ind Trinity Colleges, England, that every 
voung man who appeared In hall or cha- 
nel in pantaloons or trousers should be 
considered as absent; and eight years 
’ater the founders of a Bethel Chapel at 
Sheffield Inserted a clause In the trust 
leed ordaining that “under no clroum- 
stances whatever shall any preacher be 
allowed to occupy the pulpit who wears 
trousers.” It Is even more Impressive 
to find that the Rev. Hugh Bourne, one 
of tho two founders of the Primitive 
Mothodist Connection, said of his cofound- 
er, “That trousers wearing, beer drinking 
Clowes will never get to heaven.” And 
It would need a student of “the Breeches 
Bible,” remarks Notes and Queries, to 
say precisely whon this assumed connec­

By JOHN E. REMSBURG

A Book that Every American Freethinker will Delight 
to Own.

tion between theology and trousers be­
gan and where the departure from it will 
end.

Some of the works of Thomas Paine 
were In the library of ex-Governor Samuel 
Pennypacker of Pennsylvania Just sold 
at auction in Philadelphia. Pennypacker 
is recognized outside his state as the au­
thor of a press-muzzling bill, and ig a 
cousin of the late Matthew Quay. As a 
judge of men, he thinks Quay was great­
er than Daniel Webster, and that Paine 
and Franklin were not great but simply 
"smart.” At the auction sale the first 
edition of the "Age of Reason” brought 
$13 and the “Crisis” $21 per volume. 
“Common Sense" brought $6.50. and a re­
ply to it by the Rev. Charles Inglis $4. 
The first edition of “Dissertation on Gov­
ernment” was deemed worth $4.50. 
Among other works sold was Herndon's 
suppressed “Life of Lincoln.” the three 
volumes of which cost the purchaser 
$23.25. The first Roman Catholic book 
printed in America went for $6. There 
was also sold a work by the Rev. Jacob 
Duche, first chaplain to Congress, who 
wrote General Washington at Valley 

I Forge that it he would turn traitor to his 
country posterity would bless him. The 
Rev. Duche called Washington's soldiers 
“bankrupt attorneys” and "New England 
ruffians" unfit to sit at his table or to 
associate with him. Duche fled to Eng­
land and died in disgrace, being remem­
bered by this generation as the man who 
made the first prayer In the Continental 
Congress. His book brought a dollar anti 
a half.

Btgotry of the genuine Roman Catholic 
variety Is exhibited by Mrs. Sydney Ro­
senfeld, president of the Century Theatre 
Club of this city. The club was to make 
an exhibit for the benefit of the Actors' 
Fund, and invited Mark Twain to contrib­
ute his books and his presence to help 
make the affair a success. Mrs. Rosen­
feld is a Christian Scientist, and when 

’ she heard of the Invitation she at опее 
wrote to the moving spirit of the affair, 
Mrs. Edith Ellis Baker, that in view of 
Mark Twain's having published a book 
against Christian Science and made de­
rogatory remarks about Mrs. Eddy she 
could not permit him to appear at a club 
of which she is president nor allow his 
books or any extracts therefrom to be 
sold in any booth bearing the name of 
the club she represents. Characterising 
the humorist as “Belial,” with whom she 
could have no dealings, Mrs. Rosenfeld 
declared: “My Christ is more to me 
than anything else in the world, and if 
you insist on having Mr. Mark Twain at 
the Century Theatre Club Booth, I must 
resign from its presidency on that ac­
count.” It is interesting to note the fur­
ther statement of the lady that when 
she joined the “Mother Church’* she sub­
scribed to certain by-laws under which 
she would be disciplined if she submit­
ted to the presence of Mr. Mark Twain as 
the guest of the society over which she 
presides. If Christian Science can take 
on these arrogant airs at the present 
stage of its development, what better 
could we expect it to be than orthodoxy* 
if clothed with the powers usurped by the 
older form of Christianity?

Were the American people asked to 
name the five great historic figures of 
the first century of our national exist­
ence, the Illustrious men who contrib­
uted most to build and glorify the United 
States of America, the answer would be, 
George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, 
Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, and 
Ulysses S. Grant. To this list of immor- 

I als posterity will add another—Thomas 
Paine.

The church has claimed the adherence 
of nearly all great men. And yet the 
great men of all nations have, for the 
most part, rejected Christianity. Of 
’hese six great historic Americans, not 
one was a Christian. All were unbeliev­
er»—all Freethinkers.

For thirty years Mr. Remsburg has 
been collecting evidences of the disbe­
lief of these great men. Much of It has 
been published In books and pamphlets. 
Ml of this evidence Is now published In 
ne large volume under the title, “Six 

Historic Americans: Paine, Jefferson, 
Washington, Franklin, Lincoln and Grant, 
the Fathers and Saviors of Our Repub­
lic, Freethinkers.” The preparation and 
publication of the work was urged by 
’olonel Ingersoll before his death and It

I 'ontalns his written indorsement.

IThe work consists of two parts, 
The Fathers of Our Republic,” and “The 
Saviors of Our Republic.” In regard to 
Paine's religious views, Mr. Remsburg 

-stabllsbea the negative of the following: 
j (I) Was Paine an Atheist? (2) Was he 
a Christian? (3) Did he recant? Page 
after page of the most radical Free- 
bought sentiments are cui’ed from the 

correspondence and other writings of 
Franklin and Jefferson, which show that 
these men were as pronounced in their 

I rejection of Christianity as Paine and 
[ ngersoll. That Washington was not a 

cnurch communicant, nor even a believer 
tn Christianity, is affirmed or admitted 

I by more than a score of witnesses, one- 
I half of them eminent clergymen, Includ- 

I ing the pastors of the churches which 
he and his wife attended. In support 
of Lincoln’s infidelity, Mr. Remsburg has 
collected the testimony of more than 100 
witnesses These witnesses include Mr. 
Lincoln’s wife; his three law partners, 
Major Stuart. Judge Logan and W. H. 
Herndon; his private secretaries, Colonel 
Nicolay and Colonel Hay; his executor 
after death, Judge David Davis; many of 
his biographers, including his companion 
and confidant, Colonel Lamon; his polit­
ical advisers. Colonel Matheny, Jesse W. 
Fell, and Dr. Jayne; members of his 
cabinet, and scores more of his most in- 
rimate friends and associates.

The refutation of Grant's alleged 
Christian belief is complete, and the 
proofs of his unbelief are full and con­
vincing.

Mr. Remsburg needs no introduction 
to Freethought readers. His writings 
ire to be found on every continent. Mrs. 
Gen. A. W. Noble, a graduate of Vassar, 
and a Christian, says: “Mr. Remsburg 
has written some of the best English 
that has been written since Macaulay's 
time.” Eugene V. Debs declares him to 
be the ablest living controversialist In 
America. Long ago Colonel Ingersoll 
said: “Mr. Remsburg has done splendid 
work all over this country. He is an ab­
solutely fearless man and tells really and 
truly what his mind produces.” A little 
while before he died, alluding to Mr. 
Remsburg’s labors in opposition to priest­
craft, he said: “He is doing the best work 
of all. He goes at them with facts.”

The book conQRns about 550 pages. It 
has portraits of Paine, Jefferson, Wash­
ington, Franklin, Lincoln and Grant. It 
Is printed in large clear type, on heavy 
paper, and handsomely bound. Price, 
$1.ЯБ.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
62 Vesey Street,!New York
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Adam’s Diary.
BY MARK TWAIN.

The only fault to be found with Mark 
Twain’s new book, “Extracts from 
Adam’s Diary," is that there is not more 
of it, both pictures and print. It is 
Adam’s daily record of his life from the 
tiine he found the “new creature with 
the long hair,” which was a good deal in 
the way and which he wished would stay 
with the other animals, to the time he 
finally found that he could not be happy 
without it, and found that it was better 
to live outside of the garden with her 
than inside it without her. By that time 
Abel and Cain are grown to boyhood. 
Cain, Adam first took to be a new species 
of bear, and he concludes that if he had I 
stayed a bear it would have improved 
him. When Cain was young, Adam 
searched the woods thoroughly to find 
another animal like it but without sue- | 
cess. While he was away on one of 
these searches the animai with the long 
hair found another one. “I never saw 
such luck,” says Adam when she showed 
it to him. “I might have hunted these 
woods a hundred years; I never should 
have run across that thing.” Adam’s 
diary record on Sunday is very brief. He 
just “pulled through.” To set it apart 
as a day of rest he thinks superfluous 
when he. already had six rest days every 
week. But he finally came to know what 
the week was for: to “give time io rest 
up from the weariness of Sunday,” and it 
seemed a good idea. Eve, too, bothered 
him by climbing the apple tree, and he 
had to “clod her out of it.” She said 
there was no harm in climbing it as there 
was nobody looking.

The story is very briefly told—too brief­
ly—but- every line sparkles with wit. The 
pictures, one to each page of text, are 
by F. Strothmann.

PRICE, $1.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

EVE’S DIARY
BY MARK TWAIN.

With 55 Full-page Illustrations by Lester
Ralph. Crown 8vo. Cloth, $1.00.

This is a companion volume to “Ex­
tracts from Adam’s Diary,” which thou­
sands have laughed over. It purports to 
be a “translation from the original,” and 
tells of Eye’s experiences in the Garden 
of Eden and afterwards, it is a delight­
ful whimsical satire, written in the vet­
eran fun-maker’s breeziest style. Mark 
Twain’s half-humorous, half-serious con­
ception of Eve’s probable impressions of 
Adam, of the Garden, and of the many I 
creatures it contained, shows that the 
genial philosopher has studied and 
thoroughly understands feminine hu- ’ 
man nature. After admiring the moon I 
and trying to get some stars to put in 
her hair, Eve turns her attention to 
Adam. “1 realize that I feel more curi­
osity about it than about any of the other 
reptiles,” she confides to her diary. “It 
has no hips; it tapers like a carrot; when 
it stands it spreads- itself apart like a | 
derrick; so I think It is a reptile, though I 
it may be architecture.” Eve’s pursuit I 
of Adam drives him up a tree for refuge; 
but’ after persistently tagging about after 
him for a week., she succeeds in making 
friends. There is much to be amused at 
in Eve’s naive observations and in her 
many experiments in natural science and 
psychology. Altogether, “Eve’s Diary” is 
one of the cleverest and most amusing 
of Mark Twain’s many, absurdities.

Address The Truth Seeker.

REVELATION AND THE PLAN 
OF SALVATION.

■ By Gen. William Birney.
General Birney Is one of the ablest and eprl gh 

Itest writers among Liberals, and his lectur 
which was delivered before the Washington 
Secular League, is a good one to hand tofriende

Price, 5 cents.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO
62 Vesey Street. New York

NEW EDITION FROM NEW PLATES!

HALF HOURS WITH SOME

CELEBRATED
FREETHINKERS

BY “ICONOCLAST”—COLLINS AND WATTS.

PRICE, CLOTH, .75 NET. POSTAGE, UC.

ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

Letters of Friends.
Readers desirous of communicating 

with the writers of the letters in this de­
partment may address them in cate of 
The Truth Seeker, 62 Vesey Street, New 
York, N. Y., and tne letters will be read­
dressed and forwarded.

Ver-

of
K.
K.

cause of Freethought, Mr. 
Griswold of Meriden, Con- 

am in receipt of. a copy of 
Religion,” compiled by 
Noyes and published 
Washburn. This work
most opportune time, when

religion, and reveals 
paralytic, hopelessly 
the waves of reason 
it.

gems 
class 
much 
daily

VIEWS OF RELIGION.
Reviewed by Josephine K. Henry, 

sailles, Kentucky.
Editor of The Truth Seeker: Through 

the generosity of that untiring warrior 
in the
Nathan F.
necticut, I

I “Views
Rufus 

I Lemuel
pears at a
the mind of the American people is in 
a transition state on the subject of re­
ligion, and it will take its placé as a 
standard aid to all scholars and thinkers. 
Mr. Noyes has performed a gigantic 
task and displays vast and broad re­
search, great wisdom and untiring en­
ergy in placing within the covers of this 
-great book the wisdom that has fallen 
from the pens of the mental giants of 
the race. Every page throws a radium 
light on orthodox 
it as a struggling 
floundering amidst 
that will submerge

This book contains the richest 
from the mine of truth, and no 
need its daily companionship as 
as the orthodox clergy, as they 
preach from their Bible that the “Truth 
will make them free;” and so it will, 
and they-can find it in Dr. Noyes’ great 
compilation, which has more reason and 
common sense in it, and more than the 
human mind can accept, than can be 

I found in all the holy or so-called 
spired books of the ages.
tian’s holy Bible is the message of the 
one Almighty Go'd to the human race, 
it is but natural to think that God 

I would not only write his own book, and 
make it impossible for mystified and ig­
norant human beings to tinker with the 
original copy, and revise, and re-revise 
it, but he would also have printed it and 
used his own methods to put it in circu­
lation instead of allc-wing mere man, 
Bible societies and book concerns to 
have full charge of the divine literary 
production. A celestial printing plant 
and a circulation department under the 
direct guidance of the Divine Author 
would have at once established its divine 
authenticity and secured its general cir­
culation through the nations of the 
earth. But the state of the case is, after 
4,000 years, more than one-half of them 
have never heard of it, and those who 
have, have had it presented to them on 
the point of the sword, through the per­
suasive eloquence of the gatling gun, or 
through mental pictures of eternal pun­
ishment depicted by their spiritual 
guides, and even after accepting it, they 
cry in Bible language, “Lord, I believe, 
help thou my unbelief,” which in common 
sense interpretation of the Queen’s 
English means, “Lord, I believe, but I 
don’t believe.”

Every sentence in Dr. Noyes’ compila- 
lays the whole matter before the 
of reason.
in earnest in their search for truth, 
they want to feel the mental pulse 

Dr. 
by 

ap-

ln-
If the Chris-

If the clergy are half
tion 
bar 
way 
and
of the world, a copy of Dr. Noyes’ Views 
on Religion will help them. It is of 
vital importance to the clergy to know 
if orthodox religion is out of date, su­
perannuated, effete, and verging on col­
lapse, and reason, the lusty young giant 
that is 
nobler

Mt.
dered i
Freethought by the publication of Noyes’

capturing the race to lead it to 
living and higher thinking. 
Lemuel K. Washburn has ren- 
splendid service to the cause of

“Views on Religion.” The thinking world 
owes him a debt of gratitude it can 
never liquidate. If I were restricted to 
the reading of but six books for the rest 
of my life I should select: Buckle’s "His­
tory of Civilization,”. Draper’s “Intellec­
tual Development,” Buchner’s “Force 
and Matter,” Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought,” the "Philosophy 
of Ingersoll” and Dr. Rufus K. Noyes’ 
“Views of Religion.” These six books 

, contain more truth and more that is of 
use to the human race than all the theo­
logical libraries of the religious world. 
These six books are powerful levers in 
the mental evolution of humanity, and 
Dr. Noyes’ “Views òf Religion” is one 
Of the strongest of these mental levers. 
I extend my gratitude to Dr. Noyes and 
Mr. Lemuel K. Washburn for the -com­
pilation and publication of this book, 
and I hope the thinking world will de­
mand many editions of it in many lan­
guages, in appreciation of the valuable 
services of these two students and tire­
less workers for the cause of mental 
liberty.

JESUS AND THE WOMAN;
From F. D. Cummings, Esq., Maine.
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. In 

a recent issue of The Truth Seeker 
L. K. W. criticizes Jesus for his judgment 
of the woman taken in adultery.

I wonder if he is right? It appears 
that the Jews. were in the habit of kill­
ing the women who were found guilty 
of the. offense as charged, but that this 
law did not apply to the men. Had it 
applied to the male members of the fra­
ternity Judea would' have been depopu­
lated.

It appears to have been customary for 
the patriarchs to indulge without pen­
alty of the law, and punishment was in­
flicted only upon the women. It would 
appear that Jesus did not believe in all- 
of the harsh .things, in all the cruel 
laws, or in all the hypocrisy of those 
who invoked or enforced them.

What a grand thought it was, in that 
day, for a man to say with all the biting 
scorn occasioned by the circumstances: 
“Let him who is without sin cast' the 
first stone!”

What a rebuke tó the whited sepulch­
ers who were standing round about!

What a condemnation of the' hypo­
critical and self-righteous sneaks who 
had been made to confess their own 
true worth!

I recall nothing attributed to Jesus 
more creditable to his humanity, to his 
judgment, or to his sense of justice, 
than this act.

Picture in your mind the time, the 
place, the rigid law, .the gathering of 
hypocrites over whom the law had so 
little restraint, despite the awful pen­
alty, that there was found neither man 
nor woman to cast the first stone from 
a guiltless hand. And then, as these 
human jackals slunk away, this Galilean 
said to the woman: “Neither de I con­
demn thee; go and sin no more!"

Mir. Washburn’s ground for condemn­
ing Jesus is not well taken. The woman 
did not go away “uncondemned.” ‘‘Go 
and sin no more,” said Jesus. This rec­
ognizes the evil of the act; but does not 
recognize the right of man to inflict 
punishment as for a crime. It recog­
nized the act- hot as a crime to be pun­
ished, but as a sin to be atoned for and 
that would bring its own punishment.

It seems that the heterodox as well as 
the orthodox sometimes get mixed re­
garding sin, or wrong, and crime.

Crime, I take it, is some act for which 
one may justly be punished by the civil 
power. Wrong action may be a crime, 
and, as such, punishable, or-it may be 
an act which is to be condemned and 
discouraged and frowned upon and 
avoided, but of which or for which all 
further punishment is properly' left to 
natural consequences.

The civil power Should only punish 
incivility: which would include all in­
vasive acts, but would not include many 
things commonly called sin, the punish­
ment of which should he left to God (of 
natural law), arid the frownh of society. 
Jesus, therefore, did not "dismiss the 
criminal with a benedictioii,” not "give 
the hero’s reward tb a coward arid chftri 
acter’s crown to sçoundrelisiri.”

The comparison’’ with the iniâgiiied 
“Go steal no more" is inapt, Since steal­
ing is taking the property of another 
against his will arid without his con­
sent, and could only be compared with 
rape, and not with adüítéfy.

It appears that Mr. Warihbürn is 
wrong. In the' Bible is much to con­
demn; -but let us not condemn a thing 
simply because we find it there;' and 
whenever we find an example of justice 
and good sense let us recognize it, and 
credit it where it belongs.

THERE MIGHT BE EXCEPTIONS. 
From L. D. C.( New York.

To the Editor of The Truth Spelter:— 
The door bell rang. Standing outside, 
was Miss Delle Henry, five years old, 
her face hidden beneath curls the color 
of gold. “I have coane to return, the 
little plate sent me with some candy- 
on,” she explained as she galloped in 
and began acquainting herself with the 
surroundings.

Not being ceremonious, she was soon 
seated upon my lap, and for a full half 
hour she visited and displayed her skill 
at making the letters of the alphabet, in 
the meantime offering this information:. 
“Little boys grow up to be men and 
little girls grow up to be women.”

“But I think some little boys grbw lip 
tó be women, do they not?” She was 
asked to-test the certainty of her knowl­
edge. Being shocked at the suggestion, 
she drew -back with the self possession 
of one of superior years, cautiously, how­
ever, adding, “But some little boys with 
curls may grow up to be .women.” Then 
it occurred tó, her to'apologize for this 
seeming lack of knowledge, “I have been 
to Sunday school, but they have not 
taught me that yet, and I have never 
been to any. other school.”

This is additional proof that Sunday 
schools are not teaching young ladies' 
what they ought to know.

METHODISTS WOULD IF THEY 
COULD.

From Wm. G. Hart, Maine.
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker- 

Dear. Sir: -Accompanying I send you 
some clippings from the Portland Press 
of April 22d.

Principal of these is that of the 
Methodist fanatics on “Sabbath observe 
ance.” This subject bobs up at almost 
every conference session.

The Methodist church is a great an­
tagonist of the Roman Catholic church, 
but what would be our show for liberty 
if they held the balance of power?

The people are very docile in this 
matter, perhaps because they think that 
they will do about as- they please as to 
Sunday pleasure seeking, but one can 
see how these overbearing Protestant 
priests would throttle the masses ‘if 
they could,

CHASING THE ECONOMIC PIG. 
From Charles F. Barth, Brooklyn.

Editor Truth Seeker: Twice have I 
read in your columns of Socialists get­
ting the righit pig by the car if they 
would get after the land question. They 
are! That’s one branch of it. To quote 
John Spargo’s “Socialism,” page 221:

‘‘LAND OWNERSHIP and all that de­
pends thereon, such as -mining, trans­
portation, and the like,'must of necessity 
be collective and universal.”

So say Marx, Engels, Liebknecht, and 
л-‘А 
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most other authorities on Socialistic sci­
entific facts.

To repeat: Land, social productions, 
social distributions and the motto, 
"From each according to his ability; to 
each according to his deeds.”

As I see Single Tax (and I have got 
George’s "Progress and Poverty” at 
home), It would really fall on the pro­
ducer, because only useful and exchange­
able commodities can be taxed, which 
are all produced by workers. If I have 
a factory employing 500 hands and am 
taxed with a Single Tax on my ground, 
I will get the tax out of the productions 
of my employees. At least, so It looks to 
me.

So here ends the little journey to Mir. 
Macdonald to set him right on Socialism.

DEATH OF WILLIAM HART.
From H. A. Hart, Los Mochis, 'Mexico.

Editor Truth Seeker—Dear Sir: My 
father, William ’ Hart, author of “The 
Candle from Under the Bushel,” died at 
the home of his daughter, Mrs. R. H. 
Whitzel, at Los Mochis, Mexico, on the 
morning of April 2, 1907, after an illness 
of five weeks’ duration.

He was conscious until the last and 
communicated with his children after 
articulation was no longer possible. 
William Hart was born- in the State of 
New York on July 10, 1828, being nearly 
79 years of age at the time of his death. 
He was an inventor of some note, having 
been allowed some fifteen or sixteen 
patents during his busy life, several of 
which came into use and are now upon 
the market.

He became a subscriber to The Truth 
Seeker at the time óf its first appear­
ance, in Paris, Ill., and was on the list 
continuously until the time of his death.

DAVID AND BATHSHEBA.

The Biblical Poem That Shocked the 
Young Women of Stanford.

The following poem, entitled “Bath­
sheba,” which appeared in “Sequoia,” 
the college paper of Stanford University, 
caused the boycotting of that publica­
tion by the young woman students. It 
was written by Editor William F. Her­
ron, who defends it as pure and proper, 
declaring that the boycott indicates pru­
dery on the part of his critics:

At the time when kings go forth to the 
fight,

(“My ways are righteous,” saith the 
Lord.)

All Israel strove with the Ammonite.
(“Whoso goeth to battle must fall by 

the sword.”)

But David tarried within his abode, 
The palace he built is the city ol 

God.

No longer was he the youth who drove 
The Amalekite from Gibeon’s grove.

Nor he. who faced unarmed the wrath 
Of the giant who led the hosts of Gath;

And he cared far more for a woman’s 
sighs

Than the groan of the warrior before he 
dies.

And more for the warmth of her embrace 
Than the light that gleams in the foe­

man’s face.

It came to pass that one eve he went 
To walk on his palace battlement.

Beneath his feet the city lay 
Bathed in the light of sinking day.

Near at hand to the king’s abode 
Bordered with palms, a river flowed.

He saw a woman that eventide
(“My ways are righteous,” saith the 

Lord.)
Who came to bathe by the riverside.

(“Whoso goeth to battle must die by 
the sword.’’)

The king beheld her where she stood, 
Laving her limbs in the glowing flood.

Then the hills and city and fields grew 
dim

As light of her beauty dawned on him.

And he said to one who was standing 
there,

“Who Is yon woman that looks so fair?”
"O King, she is Uriah’s wife

(“My ways are righteous,” saith the 
Lord.)

“But her husband leads a warrior's life.” 
("Whoso goeth to battle shall die by 

the sword.”)
"Oh the night is dark, but beauty 

bright,
So send and bring her to me this night,

‘Tike the stars of Hermon she is fair, 
And my desire is pure as prayer."< • «
That night they sought Uriah's house. 
Bearing the king’s word to his spouse.

Bathsheba sighed, for she loved .her 
lord,

But she dared not cross the monarch’s 
word.

She found the king in his bower in the 
dusk,

And the air was perfumed with myrrh 
and musk.

Her falling hair in the dark was dim, 
But her eyes and bosom gleamed on 

him.
And David the King felt all the fire 
Of his youth return with his great desire.

« « «
And he said to her, “My love for thee 

(“My ways are righteous,” saith the 
Lord.)

Is stronger than fire, or wind, or sea.” 
(Put not thy trust in a prince’s word.)

* « •
But lo, ere long doth her servant bring 
A message from Bathsheba to the king.
“Thou art mighty, so pity me,
For I am undone, О king, by thee.”
Then he called a warrior true and bold 
Who had followed him in the days of 

old.
“Saddle thy charger without delay, 
And speed to Joab’s camp to-day,

“And say to Joab, whom thou shalt see 
(“My ways are righteous,” saith the 

Lord.)
To send Uriah hither to me.”

(“Whoso goeth to battle must die by 
the sword.”)

Uriah came at the king’s command;
The blood of the foeman was on his 

hand.
But his soul was white as the snows 

upon
The cedar ridges of Lebanon.
The king arose with a gracious smile, 
But with lies on his lips and a prince’s 

guile.
He was white as the foam of waves that 

roll,
But spots of blood were upon his soul.
“Go to thy house and tarry there
For I have letters for thee to bear.

“To valiant Joab who leads the fight, 
And wastes the fields of Ammonite.”

« « «
So he took the letters which David gave, 
And bore then straight to Joab brave.

Thus read the letters, “Place this man 
(“My ways are righteous,” saith the 

Lord.)
When the fight begins in the battle’s 

van;
(“Whoso goeth to battle must die by 

the sword.’’)

“And then from him let all men fly 
That he may be smitten with steel and 

die.”

So they sent Uriah to guard the place 
Of the valiant man in the foeman's face.

From Kabbah the children of Ammon 
came forth,

Like storms that spring in the darken- 
ing north.

They shot from the wall with arrow 
and stone,

And Uriah stood at his post alone,

And the meu of Israel fled away
From the face of the Ammonite that 

day;

Uriah poured forth his soul with his
blood

(“My ways are righteous,” saith the
Lord.)

in the place of the valiant where he
stood.

("Whoso goeth to battle must die by 
the sword.")

A messenger came to the king and said, 
“Thy servant, Uriah the Hittite, is dead.”

And the king replied, “Unto Joab say, 
Grieve not for that thing that was done 

this day.

“When armies clash in the battle’s 
hour

One as another the sword doth devour."

Thus fair Bathsheba came to dwell
In the house of the king of Israel.

Before the gates of Ammonite
(“My ways are righteous,” saith the 

Lord.)
Uriah lay where he fell in the fight 

(“Whoso goeth to battle must die by 
the sword.”)

GONE WITH THE GIRL.

A Long Island Minister and His Ward 
Make a May Day Move.

Hempstead, L. I., May 1.—The vestry­
men of St. George’s Episcopal church, of I 
which August Belmont is senior warden, I 
are investigating the meaning of two 
letters received here to-day which con­
cern the Rev. Jere Knode Cooke, rector 
of the church, and Miss Floret ta Whaley, 
an orphan of means, whose father just 
before death gave her into the special 
charge of Mr. Cooke. The letters re­
ceived are from Miss Whaley.

Mr. Ccoks is 36 years old and has been 
married for five years. Miss Whaley is 
not yet IS. One of the letters was writ 
ten to Miss Whaley’s grandmother. The 
other letter was written to a girl school 
friend. In the letter to her grandmother 
she said that she loved her grandmother 
and sister, and that she also loved her 
home, but that she loved Mr. Cooke bet­
ter-, and that when that letter was re­
ceived they would be out of the country.

Miss Whaley left Hempstead on Mon­
day, as she told her grandmother and 
sister, to visit friends in New York. Her 
grandmother gave her money to buy a 
spring outfit and expected her home last 
night. She did not go where she said 
she was going nor did she return. When 
she did not come back Mrs. Whaley be­
came alarmed and began an investiga­
tion which ended when the letter was 
received from her. It was postmarked 
Jersey City.

Mr. Cooke went to Manhattan yester­
day to marry Miss Rachel Kennedy and 
Birdsall Porter, Jr. He did not return. 
When Samuel Greene, the verger of St. 
George’s Church, entered the robing 
room this morning he saw that the safe 
was open and that all the rector’s per­
sonal effects were gone. The rector drew 
his month’s salary ahead of time, and 
this and the fee which he received for 
the Porter-Kennedy wedding is all the 
money he is supposed to have. If he 
has any more, his friends here do not 
know where he got it, though he has 
raised large sums for church purposes.

Mr. Cooke was married five years ago 
to Miss Matilda Clark of Hartford, who 
is now with her father in that city. For 
some time there has been talk among 
the residents of the village over the at­
tention which the rector was paying to 
Miss Whaley and several letters, it is 
said, had been sent to Mrs. Cooke an­
onymously regarding her husband's 
actions.

Mr. Cooke was curate at Grace church, 
Baltimore, before he received the call to 
Hempstead, and has had success at St. 
George’s. He has a pleasing presence 
and is a good talker.

Miss Whaley’s father died a year ago 
leaving her and her elder sister an ample 
fortune. It is said that each will be 
worth $125,000. Not long before he died 
Mr. Whaley, at one of Mr. Cooke’s pas­
toral calls, asked the clergyman to care 
for the spiritual and temporal welfare of 
the girls, who would soon be without a 
father's guidance, as they were already 
without a mother’s. Mr. Cooke promised 
to undertake the trust sacredly. Flo­
retta is comely and has been popular in 
the village younger social set.

The wardens of St. George’s Church 
are August Belmont and Adam Seabury. 
The vestrymen are В. V. Clowes, Bord- 
sall Post, C. F. Norton, B. R. Carman, 
J. W. B. Vandewater and George W. 
Earle.

The clergyman was promptly unfrocked 
by Bishop Burgess, who last Sunday 
preached in Cooke’s pulpit and denounced 
him as a traitor to the church.

A LIST OF

ПИИТ BOOKS
Arranged Under Subjects.

Historical Works
(Continued.)

THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. Comments 
on the assertion by an evangelist that 
Ingersoll had become a Christian, had ad­
mitted that Thomas Paine recanted, and 
that his own children had joined the 
church. Paper, 3 cents.

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. By G. E. 
Macdonald. Torture Instruments em­
ployed in the fifteenth and sixteenth cen­
turies for the Promulgation of Christian­
ity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, 
and including specimens from the Holy 
Inquisition. Thirty-five illustrations. 
Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Col­
lar, the Rack, the Iron Crown, Leg Crush­
er, the Stocks, the Heretic Catcher, the 
Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Mouth-pear 
(gag). Iron Masks recommended by the 
Inquisition, Breaking and Burning on the 
Wheel, the Ducking Cage, the Chastity 
Belt for women, the Spider, the Iron Vir­
gin Up to Date, the Execution Bell, etc. 
“I used to read in books,” says Colonel 
Ingersoll, ■ "how our fathers persecuted 
mankind. But I never appreciated it. I 
read it, but it did not burn Itself into my 
soul. I did not really appreciate the In­
famies that have been committed in the 
пята of religion until I saw the iron 
arguments that Christians used.” Ten 
cents per copy. Twelve copies, $1.

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? By Aus­
tin Bierblower. Paper, 10 cents.

RUINS OF EMPIRES AND THE LAW 
OF NATURE. Volney’s (C. F.) With Illus­
trations, Portrait of Volney, and Map of 
the Astrological Heaven of the Ancients. 
Also, Volney’s Answer to Dr. Priestley, a 
Biographical Notice by Count Dani, a 
Preface, and an explanation of the Zo­
diacal Signs and Constellations. 248 pp. 
Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 75 cents.

Music
COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. Compiled b.v 

I L. K. Washburn. Heretofore the price at 
$1.50 has deterred many from ordering 
this Hymn-Book, particularly Liberal So­
cieties needing large numbers. But as 

I it Is the best book of its kind, we have 
felt that a cheaper edition should be 
printed and sold at such prices that 
every Liberal family in the country 
could have one, and every Liberal society 
a dozen or two. Printed on good paper 
and substantially bound in paper and 
cloth, at the following low prices:

Paper Covers.
One copy....................................... 50 cents
Three copies....................................... $1.25
Five copies ............., ,. 2.00
Ten copies ., .. ................................... 3.50
Twenty copies......................................6.00

Cloth Bound.
One copy ..................$1.00
Three copies ............... 2.50
Five copies........................ ... .  .. .. 4.00
Ten copies .. .. ............ 7.50
Twenty copies ..............14.50

Sent by mail or express prepaid.

Economics
DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA. By Alex­

is de Tocqueville. Two volumes. Intro­
duction by John Bigelow, former United 
States Minister to France. Price $2.50.

LABOR COPARTNERSHIP. By Hen­
ry D. Lloyd. Notes of a visit to co-oper­
ative workshops, factories and farms in 
Great Britain and Ireland, in which em­
ployer, employee, and consumer share in 
ownership, management and results. 357 
pages. Illustrated. Post 8vo, $1.

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. The Pres­
ent and Future Republic of North Amer­
ica. By a Capitalist. Advocates associ­
ate life and employment as a preventive 
of poverty, vice and crime. Cloth, $1.

WEALTH AGAINST COMMON­
WEALTH. By Henry D- Lloyd. This is 
the most complete history in existence 
of the great combination of brains and 
capital which still remains the type and 
model of all trusts or monopolies. Mr. 
Lloyd has traced the growth of this in­
stitution from its origin, in the sagacity 
of one or a few business men of Cleve­
land, to its vast proportions now, when 
it controls the oil markets and trade of 
a continent, and is perhaps the most in­
fluential and most dreaded financial pow­
er in America. 567. pages. Svo, $2.50. 
Popular edition, $1.
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General Science and 
Literature

FROM INDIA IN THE PLANET 
MAR8. By Theodore Flournoy. A study 
of a case of somnambulism with Glossola- 
11a by Theodore Flournoy, Professor of 
Psychology at the University of Geneva. 
Translated by Daniel B. Vermil ye. Il­
lustrated. 467 pages. Post 8vo, $1.50.

HI8T0RY OF THE INTELLECTUAL 
DEVELOPMENT OF EUROPE. By John 
W. Draper. All the latest researches in 
history, all the most recent discoveries 
in the realms of geology, mechanical 
science, and language, every particular 
that can explain or illustrate the general 
progress of all European races, from the 
most primitive ages, are .accurately and 
copiously detailed In their several rela­
tions. Nor is the author without such an 
art of representation as can render a 
book not only such as we ought to read, 
but also such as we like to read.—West­
minster Review. 2 volumes, 896 pages. 
12mo, |3.

HYPNOTISM IN MENTAL AND MOR­
AL CULTURE. By John Duncan 
Quackenbos. This is a “popular" expo­
sition of a great and important subject, 
equally interesting to professional men 
and laymen. It explains the principles 
of Hypnosis and the rational methods of 
inducing the state. It sets forth the 
value of Hypnotic Suggestion In the In­
spiration of writers, of men and women 
of the stage, and In the development of 
musical and other talent. It gives to 
the world the startling results of the 
author's original departure in the line of 
Compulsory Hypnotism, showing how a 
person may be hypnotized against his 
will, and forced to take upon himself a 
higher and better nature. Post 8vo, >1.25.

THE CRIME OF CREDULITY. By 
Herbert N. Casson. This book is a 
masterly arraignment of Mysticism In all 
its disguises. Its chapter on Christian 
Science is the most merciless analysis 
of that delusion ever written. Mr. Cas­
son’s standpoint is that of a twentieth 
century rationalist. His purpose is to 
“draw the line sharply between what 
is rational and what is superstitious.* 
No book could be better fitted to in 
culcate common sense and clear headed 
ness. The author has ransacked the 
Middle Ages for bis facts, and applied 
them to present-day problems in a terse 
and forceful manner. His style is bright 
witty, and epigrammatic. No progress­
ive library is complete without this 
book. Cloth. 75 cents; paper, 25 cents.

THE JEFFER80N BIBLE. The Lift 
and Morals of Jesus of Nazarath Ex 
tracted Textually from the Gospels, to 
gether with a Comparison of his Doc­
trines with those of Others. Also Jef­
ferson’s letters to Benjamin Rush. Thb 
book gives the English text of what ie 
called "The Jefferson Bible," reproduced 
from a full citation of the passages con 
tained in that volume. While that vol­
ume was still in the possession of Mr. 
Jefferson’s grandson, Col. Thomas Jeffer­
son Randolph, an accurate copy of Its 
contents was made by Henry 8. Randall, 
one of Mr. Jefferson’s biographers, and 
from that copy the English 'text is re­
produced in the pages of this book. As 
a fit introduction to it, a letter to Dr. 
Benjamin Rush and a comparison of the 
doctrines of Jesus with those of others 
are published, giving perhaps the fullest 
expression of his religious views ever 
made by Mr. Jefferson himself. This 
book Is Jefferson’s notion as to the life 
and doctrines of Jesus, and it Is signifi­
cant that he ends the Life with the lay­
ing of Jesus in the sepulchre. The res­
urrection formed no part of Jefferson’s 
belief. The doctrines selected by Jeffer­
son as commending themselves to him 
are the precepts which the Christians 
sedulously avoid quoting. As a whole, 
he considered the doctrines of Jesus de­
fective, and to have been made worse 
by the Christians, and so made a wee­
little book of the doctrines he deemed 
the best. Congress contemplated print­
ing this book, but the orthodox raised 
such an uproar that the printing was 
given to a private firm. Price $1.

THE 8T0RY OF THE NINETEENTH 
CENTURY SCIENCE. By Henry Smith 
Williams. As its name implies, this vol­
ume touches upon all the Important 
branches of science, explaining their 
most complex developments in a manner 
that, while being thorough, is within 
the comprehension of the average lay­
man, It not only brings one up to date 
in all the marvels of electricity, medi­
cal and physical science, and natural 
phenomena, but it gives us an inkling of 
how the savants were led to experiment, 

(Continued on next page.)

CHILDREN’S CORNER FOR ♦

:: Boys and Girls, ■>
< - YOUNG AND OLD.
< ► T

Edited by MISS 8U8AN H. WIXON, 
Fall River, Mass.

“Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower,

Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour."

An Easy Outline of Evolution.
BY DENNIS HIRD.*

CHAPTER XIIL—LIFE AND HOPE.
Read the words 'of the master on this 

subject In The Origin of Species, page 
265, Charles Darwin says:—

"In the first place, it should always be 
borne in mind what sort of intermediate 
forms must, on the theory, have formerly 
existed. I have found it difficult, when 
looking at any two species, to avoid pic­
turing to myself forms directly inter­
mediate between them. But this is a 
wholly false view; we should always look 
for forms intermediate between each 
species and a common but unknown 
progenitor; and the progenitor will gen­
erally have differed in some respects 
from all its modified descendants. To 
give a simple illustration, tne fantail and 
pouter pigeons are both descended from 
the rock-pigeon; if we possessed al. the 
intermediate varieties which have ever 
existed, we should have an extremely 
close series between both and the rock­
pigeon; but we should have no varieties 
directly intermediate between the fantail 
and the pouter; none, for instance, com­
bining a tail somewhat expanded with a 
crop somewhat enlarged, the character­
istic features of these two breeds. These 
two breeds, moreover, have become so 
modified that, if we had no historical or 
direct evidence regarding their origin, it 
would not have been possible to have de­
termined, from a mere comparison of 
their structure with that of the rock­
pigeon, Columba livia, whether they had 
descended from this species or from 
some other allied form, such as Columba 
oenas.

"So with natural species, if we look to 
forms very distinct—for instance, to the 
horse and tapir—we have no reason to 
suppose that links directly intermediate 
between them ever existed, but between 
them and an unknown common parent. 
The common parent will have had in its 
whole organization much general re­
semblance to the tapir and to the horse; 
but in some points of structure may have 
differed considerably from both, even per­
haps more than they differ from each 
other. Hence, in all such cases we should 
be unable to recognize the parent form 
of any two or more species, even if we 
closely compared the structure of the 
parent with that of its modified descend­
ants, unless at the same time we had a 
nearly perfect chain of the intermediate 
links."

Finally, with another set of men these 
difficulties have not much weight, They 
have a different difficulty—the origin of 
life. This difficulty is one of a large 
group of difficulties which have been 
created by stating the problem wrongly. 
If we begin by saying that Time, Space, 
Motion, Consciousness, and Life are 
things in themselves apart from matter, 
then we have created a difficulty which 
the brain of man cannot solve. But note, 
this kind of difficulty is caused by a pure 
assumption.

Time and Space are not things; they 
cannot be caught or measured; they 
have no separate existence independent 
of phenomena.

Motion is not a thing in Itself; ’ft has

♦From a book entitled “An Easy Out 
line of Evolution,” by Dennis Hird, M. A., 
Principal of Ruskin College, Oxford, Eng 
land. Price one dollar.

I nowhere ever been known except as a 
property of matter; to have motion there 
must be matter capable of changing its 
form or position.

Consciousness is not a thing in itself; 
it is a state of brain action; it has never 
been found apart from matter.

The whole of this class of difficulties 
has been created by man, and Life, like 
the rest, is not a thing in itself. Is it 
likely that, in the long history of tens of 
thousands of years, man would never 
have discovered life, if such a thing ex­
isted? There is no thing which we can 
call life, if we think accurately. We 
ought to say there are living bodies, liv­
ing things, for what people mean by life 
is a state or condition found in certain 
arrangements of matter. Life, apart 
from matter, is as inconceivable as mo­
tion apart from matter.

Recently much evidence has been given 
that life and thought (including con­
sciousness) are, as Spencer defined them, 
but processes of change.

(To be continued.)

A Beautiful Will.
The will of Charles Lounsbury, who 

died in Illinois lately, was read by Su­
preme Court Justice Walter Lloyd Smith 
at a meeting a few weeks ago of the 
New York University Law School 
alumni. Those who heard it agreed that 
it was the most beautiful will that ever 
had been written. Here it is:

"I, Charles Lounsbury, being of 
sound mind and disposing memory, do 
hereby make and publish this, my last 
will and testament, in order as justly 
is may be to distribute my interest in 
the world among succeeding men.

“That part of my interest which is 
known in law and recognized in the 
iheepbound volumes as my property, 
being inconsiderable and of no account, 
I make no. disposal of in this my will.

“My right to live, being but a life es­
tate, is not at my disposal, but these 
things excepted all else in the world I 
now proceed to devise and bequeath—

“Item: I give to good fathers and 
mothers, in trust for their children, all 
good little words of praise and encour­
agement, and all quaint pet names and 
endearments, and I charge said parents 
to use them justly and generously, as 
the needs of their children may require.

“Item: I leave to children- inclusively, 
but only for the term of their childhood, 
all and every, the flowers of the fields, 
and the blossoms of the woods, with the 
right to play among them freely accord­
ing to the customs of children, warning 
them at the same time against thistles 
and thorns. And I.devise to children the 
banks of the brooks, and the golden 
sands beneath the waters thereof, and 
the odors of the willows that dip therein, 
and the white clouds that float high over 
the giant trees. And I leave the children 
the long, long days to be merry in, in a 
thousand ways, and the night and the 
moon and the train of the Milky Way to 
wonder at, but subject nevertheless to 
the rights hereinafter given to lovers.

“Item: I devise to boys jointly all the 
useful idle fields and commons where 
ball may be played; all pleasant waters 
where one may swim; all snowclad hills 
where one may coast, and all streams 
and ponds where one may fish, or where, 
when grim Winter comes, one may 
skate; to have and to hold the same for 
their boyhood. And all meadows with 
the clover blossoms and butterflies there­
of, the woods and their appurtenances, 
the squirrels and birds, and echoes and 
strange noises, and all distant places 
which may be visited, together with the 
adventures there found. And I give to 
said boys each his own place at the 
fireside at night, with all pictures that 
may be seen in the burning wood, to 
enjoy without let or hindrance and with­
out any Incumbrance of care.

“Item: To lovers, I devise their im­
aginary world, with whatever they may 
need; as the stars of the sky; the red 
roses by the wall; the bloom of the haw­
thorn; the sweet strains of music, and 
aught else by which they may desire to 
figure to each other the lastingness and 
beauty of their love.

“Item: To young men jointly, I de­
vise and bequeath all boisterous, inspir­
ing sports of rivalry, and I give to- them 
the disdain of weakness and undaunted 
confidence in their own strength, though 
they are rude; I give them the power 
to make lasting friendships, and of pos­
sessing companions, and to them exclu­
sively I give all merry songs and brave 
choruses, to sing with lusty voices.

“Item: And to those who are no long­
er children or youths or lovers, I leave 
memory, and I bequeath to them the vol­
umes of the poems of Burns and Shakes­
peare and of other poets, if there be 
others, to the end that they may live 
over the old days again, freely and fully, 
without tithe or diminution.

“Item: To our loved ones with snowy 
crowns, I bequeath the happiness of old 
age, the love and gratitude of their chil­
dren until they fall asleep.”

Show Your Manners*
We had some offish neighbors once that 

moved in down the road.
We reckoned they was 'bout the proud­

est folks we’d ever knowed.
An’ when we passed ’em now an’ then 

we held our heads up high
To make dead sure they couldn’t snub 

us if they was to try.
It really made me nervous, só I jes’ 

braced up one day
An’ thought I’d go ahead an’ show my 

manners, anyway.
On Sunday ’stid o’ turning ’round an’ 

gazin’ at the view,
I looked at them and says: “Hello!” 

An’ they says: “Howdy do!"
It wan’t the cold an’ formal greetin’ that 

you’ve sometimes heard;
They smiled ah’ said it hearty; like they 

meant it, every word.
It’s solemn to reflect on what we miss 

along life’s way
By not jes’ being natural an’ good hu­

mored day by day.
There’s lots of folks who fling the simple 

joys of life aside
Because they dread the shadows of their 

own unconscious pride.
An’ nine times out o’ ten you’ll find the 

rule works right an’ true—
Jes’ tell the world “Hello!” and it’ll 

answer “Howdy do!”
—Washington Star.

It Broke.
“Freddy, you shouldn’t laugh out loud 

in the schoolroom,” exclaimed the 
teacher.

“I didn’t mean to do it," apologized 
Freddy. “I was smiling, when all of a 
sudden the smile busted.”—Harper’s 
Weekly.

Fact» Not Fancy»
“If you please, ma’am," said the ser­

vant from Finland, ‘.‘the cat’s had 
chickens.”

“Nondense, Gertrude!” returned the 
mistress of the house. “You mean kit­
tens. Cats don’t have chickens.”

“Was them chickens or kittens that 
master brought home last night?"

"Chickens, of course.”
“Well, ma’am, that’s what the cat has 

had.”—Youth’s Companion.

An Addition to the Catechism.
An enterprising superintendent was 

engaged one Sunday in catechizing the 
Sunday-school pupils, varying the usual 
method by beginning at the end of the 
catechism.

After asking what were the prerequi­
sites for the Holy Communion and con­
firmation, and receiving satisfactory re­
plies, he asked:

“And now, boys, tell me what must 
precede baptism?"

A lively urchin shouted out: ‘‘A baby, 
sir!"—Ladies’ Home Journal.
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and adds most Interesting sketches of 
the men who have made themselves fa­
mous by their researches. It is as in­
teresting as a novel, and is profusely 
illustrated, containing over one hundred 
beafft$fully executed pictures. Cfcown 
8vo. 12.50.

THE UNKNOWN. By Camille Flam- 
marion. Contents—On Incredulity, On 
Credibility of Telepathic Communications 
made by the Dying and of the Appari­
tions, Hallucinations, The Psychic Action 
of One Mind upon Another, Transmission 
of Thought, Mental Suggestion, Com­
munications from a Distance Between 
Human Beings, The World of Dreams, 
Infinite Variety of Dreams, Cerebral 
Physiology, Psychic Dreams: Manifesta­
tions of the Dying Experienced During 
Sleep, Telepathy in Dreams, Distant 
Sight in Dreams, Actual Facts, Premon­
itory Dreams and Divination of the Fu­
ture. 8vo. $2.

LEGENDS OF THE PATRIARCHS 
AND PROPHETS AND OTHER OLD 
TESTAMENT CHARACTERS. By S. 
Baring-Gould, M. A. The reader will 
find in this book a great deal of matter 
about the Bible heroes which is not con­
tained in that “sacred volume,” and is 
likely to think the narratives more in­
terestingly told. These stories, however, 
have the same authority as those ac­
cepted as canonical, namely, the authori­
ty of tradition and legend. A unique 
collection. Pages, 379. Price $1.

MODERN SCIENCE AND MODERN 
THOUGHT. By Samuel Laing. The ob­
ject of this book is to give a clear and 
concise view of the principal results of 
Modern Science, and of the revolution 
which they have affected in Modern 
Thought. It will be appreciated by every 
thinker. Price 30 cents.

LIBRARY OF USEFUL STORIES. A 
series of little books dealing with the 
different branches of knowledge, by 
writers of authority in their various 
spheres. Illustrated. 16mo. Cloth, each, 
40 cents.

Story of the Stars. Simply told for 
general readers. By Geo. F. Chambers, 
F. R. A. S.

Story of “Primitive” Man. By Edward 
Clodd.

Story of the Earth. By H. G. Seeley, 
F. R. S.

Story of the Plants. By Grant Allen.
Story of the Solar System. By George 

F. Chambers, F. R. A. S.
Story of a Piece of Coal. By E. A. Mar­

tin, F. G. S.
Story of Electricity. By John Munro.
Story of Extinct Civilizations of the 

East. By R. E. Anderson.
Story of the Earth’s Atmosphere. By 

Douglass Archibald.
Story of Germ Life. By H. W. Conn.
Story of Life in the Seas. By Sidney

J. Hickson.
Story of Photography. By Alfred T. 

Story.
Story of the Mind. By J. Mark Bald­

win.
Story of the Cotton Plant. By F. Wil­

kinson.
Story of Geographical Discovery. By 

Joseph Jacobs.
Story of the British Race. By John 

Munro.
Story of the Living Machine. By H. 

W. Conn.
Story of the Eclipses. By G. F. Cham­

bers.
Story of the Alphabet. By Edward 

Clodd.
Story of Books. By G. B. Rawlings.
Story of King Alfred. By Sir Walter 

Besant.
Story of the Art of Building. By P. 

L. Water house.
Story of Animal Life. By B. Lindsay.
Story of the Art of Music. By Fred­

erick J, Crowest.
Story of Alchemy. By M. M. P. Muir. 
APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT. 

Being all the Gospels, Epistles, and other 
pieces now extant, attributed in the first 
four centuries to Jesus Christ, his Apos­
tles; and their companions, and not in­
cluded in the New Testament by its 
compilers. Cloth, $1.50.

APOCRYPHAL OLD TESTAMENT. 
Full leather, gilt edges. $1.25.

BOOK OF MORMON. Cloth, postpaid, 
60 cents.

CONFUCIUS, HIS LIFE AND MORAL 
AXIOMS, with likeness of the great 
Chinese Philosopher. By Marcenus R.
K. Wright. Only copy in the English 
language. 25 cents.

THE KORAN, or Mohammedan Bible. 
Cloth, 75 cents.

UNMORAL MAXIMS. A book that 
turns orthodox morality end for end. 
By Abraham Miller, Instructor of Eng­
lish, Manhattan School, New York City. 
It is called "a book for revolutionists,” 
but the revolution to which it contributes 

is one of ideas. The maxims are brief 
and pointed, and the author is a cynic. 
Price 50 cents.

Materialism
FORCE AND MATTER: or, Principles 

of the Natural Order of the Universe, 
with a System of Morality based thereon. 
By Prof. Ludwig Buchner, M. . A sci­
entific and rationalistic work of great 
merit and ability. Translated from the 
15th German edition, revised and en­
larged by the author, and reprinted from 
the fourth English edition. Contents: 
Force and Matter. Immortality of Mat­
ter. Immortality of Force. Infinity of 
Matter. Value of Matter. Motion Form. 
Immutability of Natural Laws. Univer­
sality of Natural Laws. The Heavens. 
Periods of the Creation of the Earth. 
Original Generation. Secular Generation. 
The Fitness of Things in Nature (Tel­
eology). Man. Brain and Mind-ThoughL 
Consciousness. Seat of the Soul. In 
nate Ideas. The Idea of God. Personal 
Continuance. Vital Force. The Soul of 
Brutes. Free Will. Morality. Concluding 
Observations. With portrait. Cloth, 
$1.00.

MATERIALISM AND CRIME. Paper, 
10 cents.

MATERIALISM: Its History and In 
fluence upon Society. By Dr. Louis 
Buchner. Paper, 10 cents.

MODERN SCIENTIFIC MATERIAL­
ISM. Its Meaning and Tendency. Paper, 
10 cents.

The Holy Cross Series
THE AWFUL DISCLOSURES OF 

MARIA MONK, as exhibited in a nar­
rative of her sufferings during her resi­
dence of five years as a novice, and two 
years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any 
anti-Catholic book published has created 
more excitement, and such a circulation 
as this work. To counteract its effects 
the Catholics circulated a. story that Ma­
ria Monk was “no better than she should 
be,” but investigation disclosed that her 
“child of shame” was none other than 
the child of her priest seducer. Paper, 
50 cents; cloth, 75 cents.

THE CONFESSIONAL. By W. Stew­
art Ross. Being an Exposure of that in­
famous religious rite. Contents: Licen­
tiousness of the Pre-Reformation Church 
Lechery of the Confessional. The Priest 
in Absolution. Confessions of the Es­
caped Nun. Extracts from Dens and Li- 
guori. Examination of ihe Church’s 
Claim to have Fostered Learning. Her 
Attempts at Continency even More Ruin­
ous than her Self-Indulgence. The Rela­
tive Criminal Statistics of Catholicism 
and Protestantism. Price 25 cents.

FIFTY YEARS IN THE CHURCH OF 
ROME. With portrait of the author, and 
other illustrations. 43d edition. 8 vo., 
cloth, $2.25.

“No one can read this book without 
being grateful to the heavenly Father for 
prolonging the life of this faithful ser­
vant until he had seen the errors of the 
Church of Rome and exposed them con­
scientiously, mercilessly.”—New York 
Observer.

PRIEST IN ABSOLUTION. A Criti­
cism and Denunciation, with a review of 
the system of Confession, including co­
pious extracts from a late infamous pub­
lication, from the Confessional Un­
masked. Paper, 15 cents.

PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED. A 
lecture by the Rev. George Townsend 
Fox, of Durham, Singland. Revised Ameri­
can edition, showing the result in par­
ishes of the Roman decree that priests 
shall not marry. Paper 15 cents.

THE PRIEST, THE WOMAN AND 
THE CONFESSIONAL. The Confessions 
of Mothers, Sisters, and Brothers. Over 
Forty Thousand Already Sold. By 
Father Chlnlquy, Author of “Fifty Years 
in the Church of Rome.” Its revelations 
are sensational and appalling. The work 
is conceded by the pulpit and press of 
the country to be the best authority upon 
the confessional. Its author has done 
good service in the cause of Protestant­
ism, and he speaks from a personal ex­
perience in the workings of the Roman 
Catholic Church, where ne held high po­
sition. Contents: I. The Struggle Before 
the Surrender of Womanly Self-respect 
in the Confessional, II. Auricular Con­
fession is a deep pit of perdition for the 
priest. III. The Confession is the Mod­
ern Sodom. IV. How me vow of celi­
bacy is made easy by Auricular Confes­
sion. V. The Highly-educated and re­
fined woman in the Confessional—What 
becomes of her after her unconditional 
surrender—Her irreparable ruin. VI. Au­
ricular Confession destroys all the sacred 
ties of marriage and human society. VII. 
Should Auricular Confession be tolerated 
among civilized nations? VIII. Does Au­
ricular Confession bring peace tc the 

(Continued on next page.)

Lectures and Meetings.
All Freethought societies meeting reg­

ularly may have their notices published 
in this column free of charge by sending 
them to this office.

THE MANHATTAN LIBERAL CLUB
I meets every Friday evening at 8 o’clock.

May 10;—“The Thief: His Genesis, Evo­
lution, and Mission to Mankind.” Ed­
mund Corkill.

May 17.—“The Awakening of Ireland.” 
Charles Johnson, lecturer for the Beard 
of Education.

May 24.—“Trade Unions and Industrial 
Democracy.” Hon. Alfred H. Boulton, 
Registrar of Kings County.

May 31.—“Marriage and the IndividuaL” 
Elizabeth Burns Ferm.
The Truth Seeker and Truth Seekei 

publications for sale at the door.
HENRY FRANK delivers Sunday lec­

tures at 11 A. M., in Lotus Hall, 115 
West Seventy-ninth street, near Columbus 
avenue, New York.

THE BROOKLYN PHILOSOPHICAL
I ASSOCIATION.—Meetings held every 

Sunday afternoon, at 3 o’clock, in Long 
Island Business College, South 8th street, 
between Bedford and Driggs avenues, 
Brooklyn.
May 12.—“Life and Teachings of Zoroas­

ter.” Maneckji Nusservanji Dhalla, 
Parsi High Priest from Karachi, India

May 19.—“The Legal Machinery of Cap­
italism as Seen in the Case of Moyer, 
Haywood and Pettibone.” Frank Bohn 
of the Daily People.

May 26.—Last Sunday of the Season. A 
Preachment by the Pastor of the 
Flock, and a Musical Program. (Meet­
ings will be resumed on Oct. 26,1907.) 
The Truth Seeker and Truth Seeker 

publications for sale at the door.
GREAT DEBATE. Between Henry 

Clews, banker, and Prof. George R. Kirk­
patrick, teacher. Subject: "Capitalism 
versus Socialism.” Edwin Markham will 
preside. Columbia Theatre, Washington 
street, Brooklyn, Sunday, May 12, 2:30 P. 
M. Admission 10 and 25 cents.

THE BOSTON FREETHOUGHT SOCI­
ETY meets in the Paine Memorial Hall. 
Appleton street, on Sunday, at 3 P. M. 
J. P. Bland is resident speaker. The 
Truth. Seeker for sale at the door.

HAECKEL’S
LAST WORDS on EVOLUTION

A POPULAR RETROSPECT AND SUMMARY.

BY ERNST HAECKEL.
Translated from the Second Edition by Joseph McCabe. With three plates and 

Haeckel’s latest Portrait.

PRICE, CLOTH, $1.00 NET
CONTENTS:—Introduction. Preface. Chapter I.—The Controversy about 

Creation; Evolution and Dogma; Plate L; Genealogical Tree of the Vertebrates. 
Chapter IL—The Struggle over our Genealogical Tree; Our Ape Relatives and the 
Vertebrate-Stem; Plate II.: Skeletons of Five Anthropoid Apes. Chapter III.— 
The Controversy over the Soul; The Ideas of Immortality and God; Plate III.: Em­
bryos of Three Mammals. Appendix.—Evolutionary Tables: Geological Ages and 
Periods; Man’s Genealogical Tree—First Half; Man’s Genealogical Tree—Second 
Half; Classineation of the Primates; Genealogical Tree of the Primates; Expla­
nation of Genealogical Table I. Postscript.—Evolution and Jesuitism.

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY
PUBLISHERS

62 Vesey Street New York Clt

The Wonders of Life
A Popular Study of Biological Ihilocophy

A supplementary volume to “The Riddle of the Universe

By ERNST
The-enormous success attained by Pro­

fessor Haeckel’s earlier volume, “The 
Riddle of the Universe," has led him to 
put forth another volume, which takes 
up in detail many biological questions 
only cursorily touched upon in the other

Post 8vo, Ornamented Cloth» Gilt Top, $1.50, Postage 11 cents.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

LIBERAL ART SOCIETY. Platon 
Brounoff, director. Meets at Terrace Ly­
ceum, 206 East Broadway, Friday even­
ings at 8 o’clock.
May 10.—“The Relation Between Science 

and Religion.” Theodore Schroeder.
CLUB NO. 1, BUCKEYE SECULAR 

UNION, meets on alternate Sundays in 
O. W. A. M. Hall, Ulrichsvffle, Ohio, at 
1 o’clock P. M.
May 12.—Lecture by A. C. Norrigan of 

Canal Dover.

THE LOS ANGELES, CAL., LIBERAL 
CLUB meets every Sunday afternoon at 
Monmouth Hall, 517 So. Broadway, at 
2:30 P. M. Seats free.

SOCIAL SCIENCE LEAGUE meets 
Sunday evenings in Oriental Hall, Ma­
sonic Temple, Chicago.

FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE, 715 
North Broad street, Philadelphia, meets 
every Sunday at 2:30 and 7:30 p. m. 
Liberals throughout the vicinity are cor­
dially invited to these lectures. George 
Longford, secretary.
May 19.—Debate* between the Rev. Rob­

ert Lockhart and Dr. John Kaye. Sub­
ject: “Is Man a Free Agent?”
The Truth Seeker and Truth. Seeker 

publications for sale at the door.

THE PEOPLE’S CHURCH, Aurora, Hl., 
J. M. A. Spence, minister. Meetings 
Sunday at 11 a. m.

THE OMAHA PHILOSOPHICAL SOCI­
ETY meets Sunday at 3 P. M., room 3, 
third floor Patterson Block, 17th and 
Farnham sts.
May 12.—“Restricted Immigration.” C. J. 

Andre.
May 26.—“Public versus Private Own­

ership.” C. A. Hamilton.

THE SEATTLE LIBERAL CLUB meets 
Sunday evenings at 8 o’clock on the 5th

I floor ot the Eitel building, Second avenue 
and Pike street. Alex. Horr, A1423 *4 
Third avenue, Seattle, Wash.
May 12.—“Tolstoy and Kropotkin.” Hon. 

John Norvich.
I May 19.—“Cooperation a World. Move­

ment.” R. M. Wardall.
| May 26.—“The Social Aspects ot Mor­

monism.” C. E. Randall.

HAECKEL
work. The present volume is confined 
to the realm of organic science, and 
treats of “The Knowledge, Nature, Func­
tions, and History of Life.” Professor 
Haeckel’s interesting and illuminating 
writings need no comment.
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soul? EK. The Dogma of Auricular Con­
fession a sacrilegious imposture. X. 
Some of the matters on which the priest 
of Rome must question his penitents. 
Price $1.

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL 
DISCLOSURES RESPECTING NEW 
HALL CONVENT, Boreham, Essex, Eng­
land. Showing that convents are inimi­
cal to chastity, virtue, and freedom. Pa­
per, 10 cents.

THE SECRET INSTRUCTIONS OF 
THE JESUITS. Our reprint is from an 
edition of 1723, of which the Society of 
Jesuits on the Continent purchased and 
suppressed all the copies obtainable. The 
work is redolent of Jesuit craft and is a 
plain index to the chicanery, dishonesty, 
and underhand working of that order 
against the welfare of individuals and so­
ciety. Price, 15 cents.

New Books and 
New Edittons

FRANCE AND THE POPE. By Gen­
eral Wm. Birney. The best exposition of 
the facts as to the recent separation of 
church and state that has been pub­
lished. Specially commended by the 
French Ambassador at Washington. (10 
cents.)

CREEDS NOT FOR SECULARISTS. 
By Gen. Wm. Birney. A lecture before 
the Washington, D. C„ Secular League, 
arguing against the adoption of a “creed” I 
by Liberals. (10 cents.)

GOD’S PROTEST, and the PROTEST 
OF ISRAEL. By CapL W. Е. P. French. 
(15 cents per dozen.)

ADVICE TO PARENTS to keep their 
children out of Sunday schools. By Rob- j 
ert G. Ingersoll. (10 cents per dozen.)

AGE OF REASON. By Thomas Paine. 
(15 cents.)

WHAT IS RELIGION? By Robert G. 
Ingersoll. (5 cents.)

ROME AND THE COMMON 
SCHOOLS. By L. K. Washburn. (5 
cents.)

WAS CHRIST A MYTH? By W. A. 
CroffuL (5 cents.)

LAST LINK IN EVOLUTION. By Ernst 
Haeckel. (4 cents.)

WHICH IS THE WORD OF GOD? By 
John E. Remsburg. (3 cents.)

MARTYRDOM OF MAN. By Winwood 
Reade. (Cloth, $1.)

Orthodoxy.
A Consideration of the 

Congregational Creed.
By ROBERT G. INGERSOLL.

Some of the points touched upon in this 
examination of orthodoxy are: God as a 
Governor, the Love of God, the Fall of 
Man, the Atonement, the Second Birth, 
Inspiration, Christ’s “reign of truth and 
love,” the Wars it brought, the Resurrec­
tion, the Judgment Day, Miracles of the 
New Testament, the Ascension, Casting 
out Devils, Eternal Punishment, Some 
who are Damned, Immortality.
ONE OF THE BEST OF INGERSOLL’S 

LECTURES.
Price 10 Cents. Address the Truth 

Seeker.

Speeches of
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL
FREDERICK DOUGLASS.

At a meeting held in Washington, D. C., 
Oct. 22, 1883, to give expression to con­
demnatory views of the decision pf the 
Supreme Court that the Civil Rights Act 
was unconstitutional.

In view of the prominence of the “Ne­
gro Question” to-day these speeches are 
of special interest.

PRICE 10 CENT8.
Address The Truth Seeker.

Gems of Thought.
People often confess little faults for 

the purpose of hiding big ones.

When a man is in earnest and knows 
what he is about,, his work is half done. 
—Mirabeau. -------

Enthusiasm may enable a man to 
reach a high altitude, but it doesn’t pro­
vide a satisfactory method of letting him 
down again.—Exchange.

Sometimes it is said that man cannot 
be trusted with the government of him- I 
self. Can he be trusted with the govern- I 
ment of others? Or have we found 
angels in the form of kings to govern 
him? Let history answer the question. I 
—Thomas Jefferson.

Many scientists have deferred to the 
theologians. They have admitted that 
some questions could not, at present, be 
solved. These admissions have been 
thankfully received by the clergy, who 
have always begged for some curtain to 
be left, behind which their God coraid 
still exist. Men calling themselves “scien­
tific” have tried to harmonize the “ap­
parent” discrepancies between the Bible, 
and the other works of Jehovah. In this 
way they have made reputations. They 
were at once quoted by the ministers as 

I wonderful examples of piety and learning.
These men discounted the future that 

I they might enjoy the ignorant praise of 
the present Agassiz preferred the ap­
plause of Boston, while he lived, to the 
reverence of a world after he was dead. 
Small men appear great only when they 
agree with the multitude.—R. G. Ingersoll.

The other day in New York City, a 
janitor’s wife was in tears. Her little 
girl, delicate of health, had been sent 
home from school because she had no 
doctor’s certificate of vaccination. Until 
she had such, she would not be permitted 
to the freeman-right of education in our 
public schools. Once before she had 
been vaccinated, and came near dying of 
the poison. From again torturing her 
child, injecting poison into it, this mother 
shrank. The thought of it was a haunting 
horror in which lurked sickness and 

I death. But the great state of New York, 
for her not submitting to the horror, pun- 

I ishes her with the deprivation of school 
rights,—strikes at the mother through 
her childd; punishes ah innocent child, 
dooming it to ignorance because doctors 
have entrenched their doctrines in the 
laws. And we have been inveighing 
against religious superstition and its ty­
rannies! We have .resented the cruelties 
of churches, the rack and thumbscrew, 
the faggot and the stake,—resented it so 
that we embody it in constitutions that 
there shall be no laws abridging a man’s 
right too his own religious convictions 
and the full right of their practice as his 
conscience dictates.’ And now another 
pope is on the throne, uttering infallible 
doctrines of medicine which the state 
must enforce with its cruel right arm, 
torturing a child with poison, or shadow­
ing its years with ignorance.—The Mail.

Wigwam Philosophy.
Repetition puts the council to sleep.
Petty-Man is good company for Lilly- 

Squaw.
Nice Man may be somebody else in dis­

guise.
What brute strength wins cunning en­

joys;
Before you start be sure that you can 

stop.
If the powder is bad the hunter is 

bound to be.
Fat-Man generally looks better than he 

feels.
Your own pack of skins is much the 

easiest to carry.
Almost anything beyond reach seems 

worth straining for.
Love will make a squaw man braver 

than can ambition a chief.
My son, when you make sorrow glad 

’tis your turn to laugh. .
Don’t keep wondering what to do un­

til the other fellow does it.
In smoothing your brother’s trail you 

make’ easier walking for yourself.
After you have skinned your game it’s 

the trader’s turn to skin you.
We are always most anxious to see the 

land beyond the mountains.
Most of us are too busy trying to live 

to worry much about how we shall die.
When your father’s son becomes your 

enemy his bitterness makes the oak’s 
gall taste sweet.

Do not flatter yourself that most men 
are not as honest as you would be if 
forced to follow Temptation’s trail.

We may not be half so good as we 
imagine, and at that much better than 
the tribe takes us to be.—Charles Stow.

BIBLE MYTHS,
BEING A

Comparison of the Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles with 
those of Heathen Nations of Antiquity.

CONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND HEANING. WITH NUHEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS

it is a perfect Encyclopedia on the 
subjects treated, containing a vast 
amount of out-of-the-way knowledge not 
accessible to the majority of readers, 
and all the objections to the dogmas of 
Christianity one is likely to encounter, 
grouped under appropriate heads. No 
author has struck harder blows at the 
Christian religion. It is the most import­
ant Biblical criticism that has ever ap­
peared, being the result of many years of 
study of the religions of antiquity. It is 
thoroughly reliable, every fact being veri­
fied by copious notes and authorities.

Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL said: 
“This work demonstrates the fact that 
there is nothing new or original in Chris­
tianity; that its maxims, miracles, and 
mistakes, its doctrines, sacraments, and 
ceremonies, were all borrowed; that its 
virgin mothers, miraculous babes, courier­
stars, crucifixions, resurrections, and as­
censions, were familiar things hundreds 
of years before the founder of Christian­
ity was born. It shows that all the ma­
chinery of the supernatural has been in 
active operation for countless genera­
tions; that all the nations of antiquity 
had ibosf the same religious experience, 
and substantially agreed as to the cor­
rectness of about the same mistakes. Ca­
tholicism administered on the estate of

Sixth Edition: Large 8vo, cloth, 614 pages, $2.50; half morocco, 
mottled, $5.

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 62 Vesey Street, New York, N. YJ

FreethinKer’s Catechism
From the French of

This work was first published in Ant­
werp, Belgium, in 1877. The author 
states, in a letter to the translator, that 
it had to appear in that country for the 
excellent reason that in those days there 
was no publisher in France who dared to 
undertake such a work.

Since then there has been a wonderful 
charge. The French government no 
longer cringes to the church. Montell, 
who was imprisoned in his younger days 
for his book, “The History of an Ignoran- 
tin Brother,” to-day occupies an honored 
position under that very government, be­
ing prefect of the Haute-Vienne at Li­
moges.

The Catechism created a sensation at 
the time of its appearance; the clergy 
were particularly infuriated at the bold 
opening declaration that “God is an ex­
pression,” and we can imagine their 
pious horror on meeting in another place 
the statement that Christ’s mother was 

PRICE, PAPER, 35 CENTS.

Folks Next Door
By W. A. CROFFUT, Ph.D.

About Four Hundred Pages, Handsomely Printed and Bound 

Price] $2.00
A rollicking, jovial book of travel is W. 

A. Croffut’s “Folks next Door.” The 
first of the book deScribes a ramble along 
the Atlantic coast in a yacht, going as 
far as Montreal; afterwards he goes to 
Cuba, Yucatan, and then zigzags in Mexi­
co. His description of Panama is very 
timely, as from it one can get a good idea 
of what the United States are up against 
in the canal now being dug. While wait­
ing for the chicken-pie dinner to be done 
on the old farm in Connecticut the doc­
tor discovered the secret of perennial 
youth, and has added an account of it to 
the book. He also reprints his recent 
poems, including "St. Peter's Mistake,” 
and others published in The Truth Seek­
er and daily papers. Altogether, he has 
given us nearly four hundred pages of 
wit and wisdom and there is not a dull 
one in the lot. He went fishing for cod 
off Cape Cod, robbed lobster traps, saw

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

AND ТНЕЩ PARALLELS 
IN OTHER RELIGIONS •

Paganism, and appropriated most of the 
property to its own use. Christianity fur­
nished new steam for an old engine. Far 
bles, like most other things, wear out 
and have to be patched, gilded, or re­
placed.

“The author of ’Bible Myths’ has suc­
ceeded in showing that our Bible is not 
the great central fire giving light to the 
world, but a collection of candles and 
tapers and sparks borrowed by the 
‘chosen people’ from those whom Je­
hovah, according to the scriptures, had 
left in the darkness of nature.”

Rev. M. J. SAVAGE says: “To me, the 
volume is worth twenty times its cost”

THE BOSTON COMMONWEALTH 
says: “Here we have evidence upon evi­
dence that there is no myth, legend, su­
pernatural occurrence, doctrine, rite or 
ceremony recorded in the Bible which 
cannot be paralleled in some ancient rec­
ord centuries older than the page on 
which the same thing is narrated in the 
Hebrew and Christian scriptures. We 
confess we are curious as to how the 
orthodoxies of the Christian world will 
greet this book. We more than suspect 
that they will not greet it at all, but will 
be content to pass it by in fearful silence.”

EDGAR MONTEIL
reputed to be a woman of easy virtue. At­
tempts were made to Introduce the work 
into some lay schools, and 1L is needless 
to say that this caused Intense excite­
ment among the Catholics.

The present translation covers the en­
tire text of the original, but not all of the 
footnotes. As originally published in The 
Truth Seeker it was thought impractica­
ble to give the footnotes in their en­
tirety, which is to be regretted, as they 
are uniformly interesting and back up' 
the text The author expressly states in 
the preface, using the editorial “we:” 
“Our own merit really lies in our work 
of editing. The knowledge that our cate­
chism contains is simply the fruit of hard 
work—it is a compilation. The form 
alone is ours, and we venture to say 
that It would have certainly cost us far 
less time and far less work to write out 
ten volumes than to put it into these two 
hundred pages of compact questions and 
answers.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

whales, which were very like clouds, off 
I the coast of Maine, hunted swordfish, 
I loafed among the Bluenoses, went down 
to the “vexed Bermoothes,” saw pink 

I pigs in the blue sea around Cuba, made 
jhimself familiar with the people and their 
i,religion, found out how the Mexicans 
/live, and why, found out about their hab­
its, and tried to find their morals, rakes 

I up Spanish misdeeds for God’s sake; de­
scribes the peons, and a trip over the 
Andes; wandered up among the Toltec 
ruins, investigated the land system of 
Mexico, and discovered that Eden was 
once at the North Pole. There is, be­
sides, a great deal of information con­
cerning Mexico. The whole book is the 
witty, wise and cynical journal of one 
who is not deceived by outward show, 
but accepts it all as a part of the enter­
tainment, with inunite good nature and a 
desire to see more.
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Christian Science
By MARK TWAIN

In this great work Mark Twain devotee 
himself seriously and logically to a seri­
ous theme; the result Is an earnest, pains­
taking, and impartial study of Christian 
Science In all the details of its growth 
and church organization.

This book is the result of years of care­
ful investigation of Mrs. Eddy’s cult and 
writings, and of the church which she 
has founded.' It is an honest effort to 
answer seriously those questions which 
the public generally has been asking 
about Christian Science.

The reader will like the way Mark 
Twain goes vigorously into details, writes 
plain English, and gets to the bottom of 
things. He is equally frank with praise 
or censure, as the case demands. And 
while his book must be ranked as the 
most serious and extended criticism of 
the subject that has yet been made, it 
is not without repeated tinges of humor 
which make it, while instructive, also 
deeply entertaining. Illustrated, Crown 
8vo, Price $1.75. Uniform with Book­
store Edition of Mark Twain’s Works.

.Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.
62 Vesey Street, New York.

Not for Parsons.
The Public First.—“When do you ex­

pect to begin working the mine?”
“As soon as we get through with the 

public."—Judge.

The Idle Doctor.—"Hello, Doctor! 
Writing verses?”

“Yes, in order to kill time.”
“Haven’t you any patients, then?’"— 

Noe Loisirs.

A

A

Not Even Still.
man convinced against his will 
Is òf the same opinion still;
maid convinced against her will 

not convinced, nor even still.—Judge.Is

A
time

Good Guess.—Daughter—Papa, in 
of trial, what do you suppose 

brings the most comfort to a man? 
Papa—An acquittal, I should think.—Bis­
marck Tribune.

A Sure Turn.—“I see be the sarmon 
this marnjn’ that Lot’s wife looked back 
and turned into a pillar of salt,”

“It may be, but wid me own eyes I see 
Dennis McGovern’s wife look back and 
turn into a saloon.”—Karl von Kraft in 
Lippincott’s.

Philosophy of Ingersoll
TO PLOW IS TO PRAY 

TO PLANT IS TO PROPHESY 
AND THE HARVEST

ANSWERS AND FULFILS

Selections from the lectures and writings of

beOISKWF O. INGERSObI
With a Biographical Sketch of the Author

Edited and arranged by

VERE GOLDTHWAITE
Handsomely printed on Alexandra deckle-edge paper. Bound in heavy Bjornson 

boards, with buckram back and gilt top

Price, postpaid, $ 1.65. In flexible Spanish leather, Boxed, $3.15
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 62 Vesey St. New York.

A RADICAL SCIENTIFIC TREATMENT FOR MEN. Afflicted with

France and the Pope
BY GENERAL WILLIAM BIRNEY.

A true statement of the causes which 
have led to the separation law in France, 
showing the falsity of the Catholic charge 
of confiscation against the French Gov­
ernment.

M. Jusserand, the French Ambassador 
at Washington, and others; have com­
mended, “FRANCE AND THE POPE,” 
as the best and most satisfactory presen­
tation of the matter that has been writ­
ten. You need it to understand the situ­
ation.

10 cents per copy. Per dozen, $1.00.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,

62 Vesey Street, New York.

Strictly Speaking.—“When you 
my sori,” advised the prudent sire, 
should always select the meat of 
literature?’

“Meat?”
“That’s just

“Indeed!
ing to-day?”

“Bacon and Lamb."

echoed the studious 
what I am doing, pa.” 
What have you been

Playing Safety.—Police Magistrate— 
Thirty days at the works for you.

Prisoner—Faith, an’ thot do be purty 
tough. Pfwat would yez 
V call yez an old fool?

Police Magistrate-—I’d
to your' sentence.

Prisoner—Begorry, thin
it; Oi’ll

say if Oi wuz alter all others rail, 
five years’ experience

mlnel Weaknex* and Impoteney or 
yoa or aoy of jroar friend* are Buffering from 
you send *tx 2 cent stamp* KOK. MY BOOK 
. and In wMeb a statement of these complaint* 
» sdreo, together with sworn testimonial*—«are- 
tnceess. I hare no тег seen a case of VARI- 
WEAKNESS A.1D 1MPOTEMCT properly 

than mine—a medicine applied ex- 
•■■■ a cose во far advanced that my treat 
►st benefit, and those case* are few and far 
Bpieteiy and permanently cure. 1 therefor* 
as pubite and widely extended as possible. 
elfoetlTely by mall at a distance ns In my 
advte* by mall and my FEE Is moderate.

Dr. R. P. FELLOWS,
TeBow» (в в UNotbI* * ВвовоМвИвв» and в excellent phyalctan.
<Ывквгв the tead вковМ gfvB Mtn their patronage. He curei 
gnkarly rdnniitd and tr salty and hacked by thirty*

only think it.
Oi’ll not say

Reed Smoot’s Bible
of Fire?—Police Officer Keegan: 
Rafferty, Oi love your daughter,

The United States Senate has refused 
to bow before the tempest in a commu- 
nion-cup; raised^ by the clergy and the 
orthodox women, and Reed Smoot re­
gains his seat ás Senator from Utah. 
Perhaps, just now, you would like to 
read Mr. Smoot’s holy bible, the ‘‘Book of 
Mormon,” which we are offering in a 
well-printed, neatly cloth-bound edition.

Price 60 cents.
Address .THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 

62 Vesey Street, New York.

Coals
“Mister
an’ would most respectfully ask you for 
her hand in, marriage.”

Mr, Rafferty: “Arrah, ye shnake. One 
'year ago to-day ye arrested me for 
droonkenness, an’ clubbed me all th’ way 
to th’ station house. Now Oi’ hev my 
opportunity to git riven. Ye can hev 
her.”—Exchange.

By John E. Remsburg

CRi:i;i)s

A Human Fiend.—“The meanest fiend 
I ever knew,” said a member of the Cen­
tury Club yesterday, “was a fellow who 
used to belong to this club. He used to 
bóré us for hours telling of the smart 
sayings of his children. It was some­
thing fierce. Finally he left town, and 
we discovered that he had no children— 
he was an old bachelor. He’d been 
springing that line of stuff for years, just 
to watch us writhe!”—Cleveland Lead­
er'

the Authenticity of the Bible 
on the

Eleven Chapters on
Thirteen on the Credibility of the Bible—Ten 
Morality of the Bible, with an Appendix of 
swerable Arguments Against the Divine Origin 
Favor of the Human Origin of the Bible: :
Twenty-six pages of Index, enabling the reader to 
refer in an instant to any authority quoted or Argu­
ment used by the author.

unan
and in

Not for Secularists
BY GENERAL WILLIAM, BIRNEY,
Summary of Contents: Creeds Transi­

ent — Progress Not Made Under Creeds 
—Science Better Than Creeds —Growth 
arid Decadence of Religions — Confucian­
ism — Buddhism — Christianity — Mo­
hammedanism — How Religions Grow 
and Fall — Can There Ever Be a Final 
Religion? —The Old and the New—Fruits 
of the New — Conclusions.

Price 10 cents; Per dozen, $1.00.
Address THE TRUTH 'SEEKER CO., 

62 Vesey Street, New York.

The Way to Wear ’Em.—Some young 
women in England have' begun to dress 
out and out like men. They wear a long 
coat cut like a hunting coat, a cap, riding 
breeches and top boots. It is a handsome 
costume and it is not immodest, but un­
doubtedly it attracts a good deal of at­
tention. They have been tel’ing in Lon­
don lately a story about a girl who adopt­
ed this riding rig. Pulling up her horse 
one afternoon she said to an artisan who 
was passing: “Can you tell me if this is 
the way to Warehnm?” The man looked 
her over carefully. Then he touched his 
cap in a respectful manner and replied: 
“Yes, miss, yes—you seem to ‘ave got 
’em on all right.”—Argonaut.

The book makes some five hundred pages and is printed handsome­
ly on heavy paper, with wide margins.

Price,$1^5 net Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

Paine’s Age of Beason
BY THOMAS PAINE, M. A.,

A Pioneer of Biblical Criticism

This edition of Thomas Paine’s master­
piece is the one that is sure to become 
the standard for all future correct edi­
tions. It is reprinted from one of the first 
copies in English published by Barrels at 
Paris, January, 1794, and the proofs 
werep robably read by Paine. It enables 
the world of the twentieth century to read 
Paine’s AGE OF REASON as Paine wrote 
it in the eighteenth century. It is print­
ed from large new type, 180 pages.
PRICE 16 CENTS. EIGHT COPIES, |1 
Published and sold by the Truth Seeker 

Co., 62 Vesey street. New York, N. y.

“Dey’ve all Done to Damnation.”—In 
the early half of the last century the 
Presbyterian church at Onondaga Valley 
was called the “meeting house,” and the 
examination exercises of the Onoudaga 
Academy were held there. On one mem­
orable occasion, In our family, all had 
gone to attend the exorcises hut one of 
the youngest children, about three years 
old, She was out in the trout yard by 
the gate when a gentleman rode up ou 
horsobrick and seeing the only child, In­
quired: “Little girl, where is your 
father?” “He’s done to daiuuatiou,” 
she replied to his amusement. “Where 
Is your mother?” he then asked and she 
answered eagerly, “IJere aint no one 
home but uie, dey’ve all done to damna­
tion, down to da uieetiug house.” When 
ho recovered, from his surprise he rode 
on down to the meetlug house where he 
met my griuulfiither and told him what 
his little daughter had said.—S. R. C.

Funny Bible Stories
WHEREIN IS REVEALED THE RICH­

NESS OF HOLY WRIT IN HU­
MOROUS INCIDENT.

The Zoological Occurrence in the Garden 
of Eden, with its Lesson for Women— 
The Experiences of Abraham, who 
stood before Kings, and of Sarah, his 
Wife, who went farther. Also the Re­
lation of Lot to his Daughters* Chil­
dren; the Words of Isaiah, an old-time 
Forecaster; the Winding-up of Ananias; 
the Exploits of Judge Samson, and 
other Amusing Narratives

Told by
W. A. CROFFUT, PH. D„ 

and embellished with 23 cuts by 
MR. RYAN WALKER.

Price, 10 cents. Fifteen Copies for $1.
THE TRUTH SEEKER PUBLISHING 

COMPANY.
Sixty-two Vesey Street, New York.

THOMAS PAINE’S PORTRAIT
A very fine Reprint from a rare old 

Engraving. A Sharp Engraving from the 
Romney Portrait, printed in the eigh­
teenth century. One of these Engrav­
ings was presented by Thomas Paine him­
self to a friend, with his autograph there­
on. This copy is now in the possession 
of George Jacob Holyoake. There are 
but four of the originals in this country 
that we know of, and one of them was of­
fered for sale some time ago for $7.50, 
which shows the rarity of the picture. 
Our reprint is from an original purchased 
at auction some years ago. As a portrait 
the reprint is as good, and much clear­
er, than the originals are now.

The picture is 8x10, on very heavy pa­
per, 16x20, a very nice size for framing.

Price only 50 cents.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

30 JEWELS for 15 CENTS
Send for a package of Little Jewel Men­

ders, only 15c. Mends agate, granite, 
tin. No heat or outfit needed. Agents 
wanted. A. P. Washburn, 948 E. 160th 
street, New York city.
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News of the Week
Violent assaults have attended the 

strike of the teamsters in Boston.
General Kuroki, the eminent Japanese 

soldier, has come to attend the James 
town exposition.

The gulf coast of the state of Cam­
peche, Mexico, has been devastated by a 
hurricane. More than thirty deaths are 
reported and a loss of millions in prop­
erty.

Mrs. Lillie Deveraux Blake announces 
the discovery that the eagle as repre­
sented in our pictures and images of the 
bird of freedom is the female of its spe­
cies, and a nobler bird than the male.

Emigrants from Europe are arriving at 
this port in almost unprecedented num­
bers. There were twenty thousand on 
one day last week. The emigration from 
Italy is depopulating the rural districts of 
that country.

The electric railway company of Cleve­
land, O., whose franchise expired, and 
which was permitted to operate cars on 
a three-cent basis, has suspended. The 
company says it lost money on every pas­
senger at a three-cent fare.

Municipal ownership has met with a 
reverse in Michigan. At Lansing on May 
1, five justices of the state Supreme 
Court, constituting a majority, decided 
that the city of Detroit cannot build street 
railway tracks to be leased to an oper- I 
ating corporation.

The body of the Marvin boy, supposed I 
to have been kidnapped from Dover, Del- 
in March, was found last week in a 
swamp near his home. Those who do not 
accept the theory of foul play, of which 
the body shows no trace, believe that the 
boy fell through an airhole in the ice.

The property of the “Socialist” colony 
called Equality, in the state of Washing­
ton, was sold by order of the court last 
month to pay the colony’s debts. There 
were'six hundred acres of land, a sawmill, 
a printing-plant, and twenty dwellings. 
The colony had endured for ten years.

As aftermath of the Roosevelt-Harri- I 
man controversy, Frank N. Hill, former- I 
ly stenographer for Harriman, and who I 
is accused of selling to the New York I 
World the letter that his employer wrote I 
to Webster about Roosevelt, is held in 
$1,000 bail for trial in the Court of 
Special Sessions, this city.

Walter S. Barrett, a Sunday school 
teacher in Bethany Presbyterian church, | 
Philadelphia, met his fate- in Miss Irene i 
Harris; a worker in the same congrega- I 
tion, and having gained her consent, he 
stole clothing from the store where he 
worked as .a clerk to pay the expense of 
the wedding. He was arrested and con­
fessed.

The Moyer-Haywood trial starts at . 
Boise, Idaho, on Thursday of this week. 
Governor Gooding, who has been vigor­
ous in the prosecution of the case, is , 
said to believe that he is marked for as- 1 
sassination, and on that ground has re­
moved from his home to a hotel. There 
is less excitement over the trial in Boise 
than in places remote.

Formerly $10.00 Now $1.00

HAECKEL’S GREATEST WORK

The Evolution of Man

Heretofore the cheapest edition of this masterly production has been the two 
volume edition at five dollars. That edition is now out of print and the only way 
it is obtainable in an American print is the ten dollar edition. The edition we 
have procured is the English cheap reprint, paper covered, in two volumes 
which we sell for one dollar. There are four hundred and eight illustrations in 
the two volumes, with all the text, and our readers will do well to supply them- 

, selves with it at once. It is translated from the fifth (enlarged) edition by Jo­
seph McCabe. Fifty thousand of this reprint have been sold in England. We are 
the only ones to bring it over here, and we ought to sell a large number.

Two Volumes, draper, $1.00

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 62 Wsey Street New, Yerk

John Kells Ingram, the Irish political 
economist and author, and follower of 
Auguste Comte, died in Dublin on May 1 
in his eighty-fourth year. Professor In­
gram in his early days wrote revolution­
ary poetry, such as “Who Fears to Speak 
of ’98?” and “The Memory of the Dead,” 
which he regretted after he had become 
eminent and conservative.

The widow of millionaire Charles T. 
Yerkes, who a month after her husband’s 
death married Wilson Mizner, a young 
soldier of fortune from the West, has 
sued for a divorce. It is said that Mrs. 
Mizner gave her new husband $20,000, 
but he is reported now to be on the rocks 
and somewhat the worse for the buffeting 
of the waves of adversity.

Arthur McEwen, chief editorial writer 
of the New York American, died at Ham­
ilton, Bermuda, May 1, from an attack 
of heart failure. He was fifty-six years 
old, a native of Scotland, and had a long 
experience as a journalist in the West. 
He was the author of the American’s 
satires, under the heading “A Gentle­
man”; also the Colonel Edgarton papers.

Since they cannot be admitted them­
selves, the English woman suffragists of 
England will run a parliamentary candi­
date of the other sex. Their choice has 
fallen on the Hon. Bertrand Russell, who 
will contest the Wimbledon division. Hun­
dreds of suffragettes will stump Wim­
bledon for him. Mr. Russell is the hus­
band of Alys Smith of Philadelphia, who 
leads the movement to send him to Parlia­
ment.

Meetings of Socialists to vindicate Hay­
wood against the aspersions of President 
Roosevelt, who terms the Idaho labor 
leader an undesirable citizen, are almost 
continuous. In cities of the first class 
two meetings per day are held. Haywood 
awaits trial at Boise City, May 9, for com­
plicity in the taurder of ex-Governor 
Steunenberg, and his friends maintain 
that until convicted he should have a 
square deal.

The Missouri Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, in session at Joplin, resented the 
lectures of President Roosevelt on the 
duty of all wives to populate their house­
holds profusely. “We women,” they say, 
“are at the heads of our homes. It is our 
intention to manage them as we please. 
There are certain things which each of us 
must decide for herself. The matters of 
our homes are our business, subject ’to 
interference from no one.”

After May 7 all periodicals passing by 
mail between Canada and the United 
States must pay at the rate of one cent 
for each four ounces or fraction thereof, 
prepaid by stamps affixed. Canada has 
abrogated the convention heretofore in 
force providing for one cent a pound 
rates on second-class matter. Publishers 
this side of the line protest, but Post­
master General Meyer at Washington 
says that Canada has full control of her 
own postal affairs.

A bronze equestrian statue of Major- 
General George B. McClellan was un­
veiled in Washington, D. C., on May 2, 
inder the auspices of the Army of the 
Potomac. The place, in the northwestern 
part of the city, where the monument 
stands is on the ground occupied by the 
Army of the Potomac when it was en-
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Eternity of the Earth. 
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A CONSIDERATION OF THE QUESTION WHETHER THE UNIVERSE IS 
COOLING OFF, WHETHER THE EARTH IS ETERNAL, OR 

WHETHER OUR NATURAL LIGHT AND HEAT PROCEED 
AS SUCH FROM A RED HOT SUN, CURRENT THE­

ORIES EXAMINED IN AN ATTEMPT TO DIS­
CLOSE THEIR FALLACIES AND TO AP­

PROACH THE FACTS.

CHAPTER I.—Criticism of Current Cosmic Theories—Age of the Earth as Shown 
by Geology—The Nebular Hypothesis Explained—Theory as to Sun­
light and Heat.

CHAPTER II.—The Hypothesis of Ether Criticised;—Sunlight and Heat Shown to 
be Visionary—Heat and Cold are Concurrent Forces of Nature.

CHAPTER Ш.—The Nebular Theory Discredited — Spectrum Analysis — Some 
New Astronomical Visions—What Geology Suggests — Evolution 
Does Not Build Suns and Planets—Internal Heat Caused by Grav­
itai Pressure.

CHAPTER IV.—Celestial Bodies Operate as Dynamos—Sunlight and Heat Se­
cured by the Interchange of Electro Magnetic Currents—Was the 
Universe Ever a Chaos?

A HANDSOMELY PRINTED WORK OF 105 PAGES. CLOTH BOUND. 

PRICE 75 CENTS.

A FOUR-DOLLAR BOOK FOR TWO DOLLARS

Supernatural Religion
An Inquiry into the Reality of Divine Revelation

We have in stock a limited edition of 
this great work to dispose of, which we 
have cut the price as above stated. This 
book is published in London at $15, but 
our American edition has always sold for 
$4. The work was’published anonymous­
ly, but the author is now known to be 
Walter Richard Cassels, a nephew of the 
great Dr. Pusey. Probably no work ever 
printed in England excited greater in­
terest than this. It is most damaging to 
the claims of Christianity, and its posi­
tions and statements have never been 
refuted by the clergy. It is very scholar­
ly, and enters into the examination of 
the original Greek in detail and with 
great exactness. It exhausts the sub­
ject of Miracles, the Synoptic Gospels, 
the Fourth Gospel, the Acts of the Apos­
tles, the Resurrection and the Ascension, 

TAKE NOTICE: WHEN THE SMALL REMNANT NOW OFFERED IS 
GONE “SUPERNATURAL RELIGION” WILL BE OUT OF PRINT IN AMERICA 
AND WILL TAKE ITS PLACE AMONG RARE BOOKS OF VALUE.
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camped under McClellan in the early 
days of the civil war. President Roose­
velt delivered an address at the unveiling, 
in which he said that the only person in 
the country to be put ahead of the soldier 
is the wife and mother who fulfills her 
functions as such.

The Lord Chamberlain having forbid­
den the production of a play called the 
“Mikado” by London amateurs on the 
ground that it might displease Japan, 
the humorous Mr. V. P. Kennedy, M. P., 
in the House of Commons, asks the prime 
minister whether he is aware that in a 
certain popular play called “Hamlet” the 
king of Denmark is portrayed as a mur­
derer, and whether in view of the feet 
that Denmark is a friendly power and 
this representation is likely to offend a 
friendly nation he will direct the Lord 
Chamberlain to prohibit its further pro­
duction. Oh behalf of the government 
Sir Edward Gray replied in the negative.

William MacQueen, who was sent to 
the New Jersey state prison at Trenton 
on conviction of inciting the Paterson 
silk riots five years ago, has been pa­
roled after serving three years of his 
sentence. His liberation Is the result of 
work done in his behalf by Judge G. D. 
W. Vroom of the Court of Appeals, who 
is also a member of the Court of Pardons; 
the Rev. A. W. WUshart, formerly pastor 
of one of the largest churches in Tren­
ton; Professor Wyckoff of Princeton, Mr. 
Fells, the Philadelphia soap manufactur­
er, and other influential persons. The 
Court of Pardons defines the paroling of 
MacQueen as an act of mercy rather than 
of justice. It is stipulated that he shall 
leave the country and not come back. 

and contains full replies to the author’s 
critics.

The London Times in speaking óf this 
great work used this language: “No 
book published in the world, at any time 
or in any age, has had the influence and 
effect on the thinking part of the com­
munity as this work. It has done more 
to open’ the eyes õf the ignorant and- 
credulous, and sweep away the dogmas 
and cobwebs of superstititon, than any 
other book.”

The three volumes of the London edi­
tion (which sells for $15) are accurately 
reproduced in this single volume of 1,000 
pages, and the index is full and com­
plete. While our edition lasts we shall 
sell it for $2 to the readers, of The Truth 
Seeker.

Send in your orders early.

Graduation Gifts
What can be nicer for such gifts than 

a genuine diamond, mounted in ring, pin, 
stud or otherwise? These can be had for 
$10, $20, up. They are indestructible, 
a joy forever, and will last as long as 
life, neither do they ever depreciate in 
value. Or a Gold Watch, which is use­
ful as well as ornamental.

Ladies’ Gold Watches.
Large (6) size Elgin, Waltham or 

Hampden, 20-year gold filled, hunting 
case, latest style, 7 jls., $9; 15 jls., $11; 
16 jls., adj., $15. Small (0) size 7jls., 
$11; 15 jls., $13; 16 jls., adj., $18. In 25- 
year case, $1 more. In 14k solid gold 
case, $10 to $50 more. All in velvet box, 
prepaid, with guarantee. Every Watch 
Fresh from Factory.

Chains.
Latest style, soldered links, opals or 

other sets in slides, rolled plated, $1, $1.50 
and $2. Best Filled Gold, $2.50, $3 and 
$4. Extra heavy, $5. Solid gold, $8, $10, 
$15 and $25. Gents’ Chains, same variety.

The Ideal Gentleman’s Watch.
Small (12) size Hampden, elegant, ar­

tistic, gold filled hunting case, guaran­
teed 25-years “General Stark,” 15 jls., 
$15; “Deuber Grand," 17 jls., adjusted, 
$17.50; “John Hancock,” 21 jls.j extra 
fine, $29,50. In open face screw case, 
$1.00 less. Also in solid gold.

Send for prices of watches not here 
enumerated, jewelry, rings, silverware 
Ingersoll spoons, Freethought badges, 
optical goods, ring gauge and my tract 
"Theism in the Crucible," free.

OTTO WETT8TEIN, 
LaGrange, Cook County, III,


