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The Papal Argument Against Reparation Rhown
to Lack Basis In Fact and Law.

At the time of writing my No. | of these
papers, | had not seen any legal arguments on
the side of His Holiness. | had read what had
been printed in the American press; the Pope’s
Encyclical of February, 1906; sundry state-
ments of prelates and priests, and resolutions
passed at Roman Catholic mass meetings. |
wrote as a lawyer would with the documents of
the case before him, including the history of
France. Since that time | have received, by the
courtesy of Roman Catholic gentlemen, copies
of the arguments made by Hon. Morgan J.
O’Brien, Edgar J. Gans, Esqg., Paul Bakewell,

F.-rgr,--ProfeeFr Dwigjit, and Paul Fuller, Esq.,
-ala-C | ~ the. 'Iu&dt.—btﬁ. Judges
O’Brien, D.aly, and Fitzgerald, and by" th-c j

J. Delany and John C. Agar, Esqg., at the Roman
Catholic mass meeting in New York city, Janu-
ary 27, 1907; also a copy of the Pope’s En-
cyclical letter of January 6, 1907.

Grouping the Papal Arguments.

Each of these distinguished gentlemen pre-
sents many points and merits a special answer,
but this is impracticable. Some ground com-
mon to all of them must be found, if possible,
so that they may be answered together. To ac-
complish this, I have read with care all their
essays. The differences between them are chiefly
on matters of detail which may be regarded as
negligible.

Discreﬁancies on minor points are numerous
among the Pope’s friends; but their arguments
may be grouped together on the single principle
of consistency with the Encyclical letter. In
the following summary | have sought to em-
body the features of the claims for the Pope,
making it a composite of all the claims made by
him and his friends.

Summary of Papal Claims.

Whereas, In 1789, the National Assembly of
France wrongfully confiscated all the property
belonging to the Papal See in that country and
sold part of the same; and

Whereas, In 1801, the First Consul Napo-
leon being desirous of restoring to the Papal
See the unsold part of such property and of mak-
Ing compensation for the part sold, made with

the Pope an “oath-bound” convention, known as
the Concordat, by which it was agreed as fol-
lows:

First: To convey to His Holiness, and keep
in reﬁair forever all the cathedrals, temples,
churches, seminaries, and other property confis-
cated in 1789 and not since alienated by the
State; His Holiness agreeing that neither he nor
his successors will ever trouble in any manner
the purchasers of any portion of the property
alienated: o )

Second: To provide, in-perpetuity, and when-
ever required by the POﬁe or his successors, such
other and additional churches and property as
may hereafter be needed for the worship ot the
Hply Roman Catholic Church in France;
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Third: To keep all such Roman Catholic
| churches and real estate in good repair;

Fourth: To provide, as may be required by
His Holiness, and keep in repair forever, a suf-
ficient number of seminary buildings and grounds

for the education and training of all young men

| desiring to become Roman Catholic priests; and
to exempt such young men from all military
service;

Fifth: To provide rent free and keep in re-

air forever suitable residences for al? arch-

ishops,. bishops, priests, and, curates of the Ro
man Catholic church;

Sixth: To provide, in perpetuity, suitable
salaries for all archbishops, bishops, priests, and
curates.

Seventh: To surrender, absolutely, the
ri%ht of the State to legislate on any matter
whatever affecting the interests of the Church
of Rome, unless the previous consent of His
Holiness shall have been obtained;

Eighth: To maintain the Concordat in full
force forever as a binding contract between the
two powers; and

Whereas, On the nth of December, 1905, the
Republic of France, without the consent of His
Holiness, enacted a law which repealed the Con-
cordat and repudiated the aforesaid obligations;

Now, therefore, in protest against this breach
of contract and act of spoliation, plunder, and
sacrilege, “we do, by virtue of the supreme
authority which God has confided to us” .
“reprove and condemn the law voted in France
for the separation of Church and State,” Sign-
ed. For the Pope.

The above | regard as a fair statement of the
claims made by the Pope and his lawyers. |
propose to show that it has no foundation either
In fact or law.

The Confiscation of 1789,

An eminent Catholic judge wants this contro-
versy brought down to “the question of right
and wrong.” Accepting this ruling, we can In-
quire into the means used for acquiring ecclesias-
tical property before the great Revolution in
France. They were three in number:

Exemption from taxation.

Tithes taxation, and

Gifts by church members.

All three of these had been in operation for
centuries. They were supplemented by corvees.
or forced unpaid labor of peasants for church
dignitaries, monasteries, abbeys, etc., but they
were sufficient by themselves to bring gradually
one-fifth of the real estate of France and a large
part of its personal property under the control of
the clergy. They enjoyed also many well-paid
benefices and offices, their bishops ranked with
nobles, their priests enjoyed many privileges, and

j the common people.
l'in luxury, the

| was in a most patriotic spirit.
i E:rllasses vied with each other in offers to help
| the
j privileges and otherwise. The -bishops.abandon-
) ed the plurality of benefices and the annual trib-
| utes to the court of Rome; the curates ceased
| to collect certain fees; the clergy agreed to a
| large reduction in tithes; the archbishop of Paris

| tendered to the government a large amount of

| silver plate and as many churches as could be

j their abbes figured at the courts as gay and gal-
| lant gentlemen. The priests produced no wealth,

but lived in abundance. They differed from the
nobility in this—that they enjoyed a large an-
nual revenue from the taxes levied on the people.

| As the nobility was also exempt from most of

the taxes, the burden of government rested on
The favored classes lived
O\ooor were starving. A system
so unequal could not endure; it was, for a time,
prolonged by government loans, but the Revolu-

| tion was inevitable.

When the National Assembly met in 1789 it
The favored

overnment by surrendering their special

spared; and the archbishop of Aix offered, in be-
half of the clergy, a loan of eighty million dol-
lars, secured upon church property. A discus-
sion ensued in which it appeared that the Pope
of Rome was not a corporation sole in France,
that the HOIY Roman Church was not a legal
person capable of holding property or convey-
Ing it, and that all the property used for ecclesi-
astical purposes had been donated to the several
congregations for their use, and not to the
priests, or to the Ho}y Roman Church, or to
the Pope. To the offer of the Archbishop of
Aix, Thouret, an ‘eminent lawyer, answered:
"You make your offer in the name of a body
not existing.” Maury, a churchman, declared
that the Church was-in possession; “the State
did not create us; we exist without the State.”
Thouret replied, "How could you possess? You
do not exist.” On motion of irabeau, the
words “belonging to,” etc., were struck out,
and the decree made to read, “That all ecclesias-
tical property is at the disposal of the nation,”
etc. (See ! Thiers, 186, 2 de Moteville, 189, and
| Mignet, 189.) This phraseology was adopted
because neither the Pope nor the Holy Roman
Church was competent to make a legal convey-
ance of the property. The words finally used
do not convey title; and have never been em-
ployed in the French language for that purpose.
What is true is, the property was taken over by
the State and part of it was sold. Private parties
would not buy, for fear of excommunication, but
the city of Paris bought forty millions of dol-
lars’ worth; other municipalities, departments,
and communes bought forty millions more; and,
after the promise given by the Pope not to ex-
communicate purchasers, other sales were made,
the amount of which is not known. The pro-
ceeds averted the bankruptcy of the State.
Right and Wrong of It
If there is any one point on which historians
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are agreed it is on this—that the confiscation of
1789 was not only a wise and just but an un-
avoidable measure. The property taken was a
part only of what had been wrung from the
people by the tithes taxation of centuries, and
It had aIWféys been exempted from taxation. In
all the sad history bf misgoverned humanity,
there is no case in which the people paid so
much to one class, and received so little from
it. For more than a thousand years the people
of France had toiled -and practiced all the frugal
virtues that the clergy might live in ease and
luxury; what had the clergy given in return?
In strict justice, the 'clergy should have dis-
gorged their accumulations and have made com-
pensation for what they had squandered.
Legal Effect of the Confiscation in 1789.

The title to all property used for ecclesias-
tical purposes was taken over by the State. The
constituent 'Assembly so decreed. There was
and could be no appeal from this supreme legis-
lative body. No court has questioned the legal-
ity of its act. The title, to the property was
vested at once in the State or in its grantees.
All claims in behalf of the Pope or the Holy
Roman Church were barred by the fundamental
law of France; and the only means of- redress
left .to the Poge was excommunicating any in-
dividual who should purchase property formerly
in ecclesiastical use.

From 1789 to 1801.

In the arguments on the Pope’s side, the con-
dition of ecclesiastical matters in this period is
|g?nored; and the general expressions used im-
ply that, during these eleven or twelve years,
the French government paid no salaries to the
priests or bishops, allowed them to use no
church buildings or parsonages, permitted no
church services, encouraged the massacre of
Catholic priests, hunted out of France all who
could not be killed, and set up the worship of
the Goddess of Reason. It is true that in that
period the priests as a class were not popular
in_all localities, that some were Kkilled, others
driven into hiding, and others fled out of the
country. But the Goddess of Reason was wor- .
shiped one day only;.the Catholic service was
regularly continued in most of the churches, and
the priests who performed their functions were
paid their salaries by the State. At the time
of passing the Confiscation Act, the Assembly
decided “to provide suitably for the expenses of
worship, the maintenance of ministers, and the
relief of the poor, under the supervision of the
provinces.” The priests were elected by the
people of the parishes and took an oath of fidel-
Ity to the State. They became functionaries of
the State instead of the Pope, and were known
as “constitutionals.” They officiated’ in- the
churches of Paris which had been boufght by that
municipality. In the constitution of 1791, the
State provided for salaries to the clergy, mean-
ing the schismatic Catholic clergy. Nearly all
the people were Catholics and wanted to hear
the Catholic service.  So when Bonaparte
brought back the Pope, the salaries of the arch-
bishops, bishops, and curates were “continued”
only, though the priests who would not acknowl-
edge their sin of schism were dismissed. When
the State Church was reestablished, the pay-
ment of suitable salaries was implied. If the
matter had not been mentioned in the Concor-
dat the salaries would have been paid. ~ And no
sums were specified in that instrument.

Mistakes Corrected.

In his Encyclical Letter of February, 1906,
His Holiness speaks of the Concordat as an
“oath-bound” treaty; and afterwards as a “sworn
promise.” The parties contracting took no oath.

In the same, he says: “He (the Pope) did so
on only one condition, that the French govern-
ment would bind itself, in perpetuity, to endow
the clergy suitably and to provide for the ex-
penses of divine worship.” The words “in per-
petuity” are not in the Concordat. _

In the “Legal Opinion” pamphlet published by
the Messenger, New York, Jan. 8, 1907, occurs
the following:

“For the $200,000,000 of Church property that
had been taken, the Pope agreed to make no
claim” (p. 2).

In the Concordat the Pope made nd agreement
relating to any “claim” made by him. No men-
tion was made of a claim.

On page 2 of the “Legal- Opinion” pamphlet
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I find: “The French Government bound itself”
.. . “to provide a certain revenue from por-
tions of the confiscated property to support the
clergy.” This is absolutely without foundation.
No obligation of this nature is found in the Con-
cordat. _

On page 3 of the same pamphlet | find: “It
was intended to be and was declared to be a
portion of the fundamental law of the nation.”

When, how and where? _ _
On OPa e 13: “The clergy were paid certain
stipends for their support” . . “by way of partial
indemnity for lands and propert% that had been
taken from the clergy during the Revolution.0

This is purely imaginary; it substitutes the
lawyer’s theory of what ought to have been done
for an averment of what was done.

On page 19: Under the Concordat it was pro-
vided “that a part of what the Revolutionary
government had stolen from the Church in
France should be returned in the form of interest
on a sum agreed upon as liquidated damages.”
This statement does not harmonize with the
“partial indemnify” theory of the lawyer of page
13. Neither of them has any foundation in the
Concordat.

The able lawyer who made the leading legal
argument at the New York mass meeting on Jan-
uary 27 denounces the confiscation of 1789, and
says: “That act of confiscation was undone and
the property restored to its owner in 1801.”

It is the right of that gentleman to reconcile,
if he can, his-opinion on this point with those ex-
pressed I%y His Holiness and by other lawyers
on his side. The differences are patent.

Concordat and Organic Articles.

The Concordat was signed by the plenipoten-
tiaries, September 10, 1801, and it and the
seventy-seven “organic articles” were enacted in-
to law April 8, 1802.

The Republic did not claim that the Articles
were a part of the Treaty. It claimed, however,
the right to make them:

First: Under its legislative power
sovereign government™ .

Second: ™ "Under the first article ot—tfac O>p>—
cordat, which provides for the free exercise in
France of the Catholic religion, “conforming it-
self to the police regulations which the govern-
ment shall deem necessary for the public tran-
quillity””; and,

Third: Under the sixth article, which pro-
vides that every member of the Catholic hier-
archy shall, before entering on duty, take an
oath beginning with: “l swear and promise to
God, upon, the holy gospels, to preserve
obedience of fidelity to the government estab-
Iisg?_d by the Constitution of the French Re-
public.”

Under these powers, the government caused
to. be prepared the “organic articles,” consistin
of seventy-seven sections, under the title: *“O
the regulation of the Catholic Church in its
general relations to the Police Rights of the
State.” The Pope was not consulted and knew
nothing of them until they were enacted into
law. He continued to protest against them un-
til as late as 1809. The French government ap-
pears to have enforced both the Concordat and
the organic articles up to December, 1906. It
does not appear that the Pope ever withdrew his
protest, but the archbishops, bishops, and cur-
ates drew their salaries under the sixty-fourth
“organic article,” and the bishops found the
seventy-seventh article extremely useful. It
reads:

“77. In the parishes where there is no edi-
fice available for public worship, the bishop will
act in concert with the prefect for the designa-
tion of a suitable edifice.”

It is certain that most of the 30,000 Catholic
churches claimed to have been erected between
1801 and 1905 owed their erection in whole 0/
in part to the 77th organic article.

he Pope avers that he has faithfully observed
the Concordat, but admits by implication that
he has not observed- the “Organic Articles.”
As the Papa! See derived great benefit from them
for more than a_century, 1t should have observed
them. But is it true that it has observed the
Concordat itself? That law prescribes a
solemn oath of “obedience of fidelity” to the
French government, to be taken by every mem-
ber of the priesthood; and yet the entire priest-
hood is alleged to be arrayed now against an im-

as a

portant law of that government, at the instiga-
tion and under the orders of the Pope!

We may well ask, Is there any form by which
he can be bound? Or,- is he not like the famous
juggler, Houdini, who can slip his arms out of
any shackles?

The Concordat Extorted.

The Pope could make a stronger case against
the Concordat than against the “organic articles.”
It was extorted from him. The traditions and
sympathies of the Papal See were with the Bour-
bons. It had recognized the Pretender to the
throne of France; and it dreaded and abhorred
Bonaparte, that man of blood and iron, who, in
1801, was the dominating representative of the
Revolution. Some change in political conditions
might reestablish the Bourbon dynasty. The
policy of the Papal See was to temporize. By
his victory of Marengo, June 14, 1800, Bona-
parte became master of Italy. He had the Pope
In his power. About this time he knew that an im-
perial crown was within his reach; he wanted an
established church to add to the glory of his
throne, and he made the proposition through a
friend to the Pope. So many obstacles were in-
terposed by papal diplomacy that the treaty was
not signed for about fifteen months. Every fact
and every existing document relating to the Con-
cordat has bheen collected bY Boulay de la
Meurthe in five large,' closely-printed octavo
volumes published in 1881; and Moncrief O’Con-
nor, a Catholic, has published a pretty fair
synopsis of Boulay’s work. This was refublish-
ed by the Messenger, of New York, July 22, 1904.

On July 14, 1801, the Papal plenipotentiaries
signed a paper. O’Connor says: “It was sent
to Bonaparte, who, incensed beyond endurance
by the reiterated delays, on reading it lost all
control, tore it to pieces, declaring that if it had
been signed he would have torn it up in their
faces. For the 4hird and very last time,’, he
demanded the French project exactly as it stood.
He would hear no answer, would tolerate no
change. Either that or nothing.”

In May, Bonaparte had threatened ~r <.
o>"ordat was not signed in five days he would

at. once occupy the Papal States under title
of conquest. _Z/O’Conno_r, 357.) About the first
of June he reinforced his army in Tuscany and
occupied two towns near Rome. Bonaparte was
determined to have the Roman Catholic church
reestablished, because the great majority of the
people were Catholics.  To him, personally,, it
made no difference; he said he would establish
the Protestant church if it were in the majority;
that he had become a Mussulman to get control
of Egypt, and would become a Catholic to get
better control of France. If the Pope had not sign-
ed the Concordat he would have been in five days
either a prisoner or a fugitive; and Bonaf)arte
would, probably, have established and built up
the Constitutional Schismatic Church. The Pope

did not want that; all he wanted was delay.
(Concluded next week).

A Pious Fraud in Enduring Bronze.

No one of any common sense and liberality of
view will object to the criticisms which are to
be found in the New York papers these days
directed against the ridiculous fiction which fur-
nishes the subject of a bronze tablet fastened to
the United States subtreasury building in. Wall
street, representing Washington at Valley
Forge. This emblem is an absurdity and should
have no place on the outside or on the inside of
a public edifice, no matter what sentiment is
sought by its presentation. In this particular
instance the design in bronze shows General
Washington kneeling iri prayer on the snow-
covered ground among the bare trees of a deso-
\.te and deserted region. The idea is evidently
to inspire the thought on the part of the be-
holder that Washington was sustained in the
critical days of the Revolution by a faith in, and
the frequency of prayer. It is safe to say, even
at this remote day, that George Washington's
piety was of the sort which did not lead him
to indulge in sacred petitions in the open under
conditions which would have, in real life, robbed
the incident of its solemnity and seriously
brought in question the sanity of the commander-
in-chief of the continental army. George Wash-
ington may have prayed . . . but there is noth-
ing artistic, respectful or realistic, noth-



in% in any way to commend it in making this a
subject of enduring bronze stuck on to the front
of a public building in one of the most irrelig-
ious thoroughfares in the entire world. It is
nothing short of a mistake—if it is not, indeed,
fully a sacrilege—to place such a metal represen-
tation of George Washington where his country-
men may sec it. Of all the emblems which have
stood for endurance, determination, and self-
sacrifice of the army of the Revolution—and there
are many of them—there is nothing quite so
freakish aS this latest corruption which cheapens
sentiment and bids for -sympathy because it per
petrates on an indifferent community the trap-
pings of a pious fraud.—-Army and Navy Regis-
ter.

Real Materialism Not in Danger.

The Rev. Chas. F. Aked, of Pembroke chapel,
Liverpool,. England, is coming to America “to
fight the Materialism that is destroying Ameri-
can life.” According to this statement, the
“spiritual” forces of Christianity, presided over
by its God, are weakening before the grand in-
tellectual marcli of science and reason and the
servants of “the spiritual Lord,” in America,, are
not able to Jhold their ground; they need, it
seems, reinforcement from abroad—a material
reinforcement, in the person of the Rev. Chas. F.
Aked: As a matter-of fact the Christian Church
never had any other than a material force to help
it; and a vicious, unrelenting force at that. No
“spiritual” power has ever been revealed within
its overbearing and audacious pale: material
churches, 'material popes arid priests, material
prisons, fires and racks; all its pratings about
‘spiritual things” have come from material
minds so gross in their coriceptions that a lot of
savages could not invent a doctrine so void of
truth and justice as Christianity is. Its help in
time Of trouble has been the material State which
has feared it and which has assisted it in its
barbarous persecutions. It is protected now by
fhp material pre.ys~TTTTH—— - state, two
Fowerf_ul material faccors-ttiat will be as resolute-

against it as they, are now for it when the
merican “spiritual” life is destroyed which
now holds the Jaebple in “spiritual” bondage.

Let Mr. Aked come over and let all the “spirit-
ual” forces join hands; the sooner the fight be-
gins between the bogus spiritual Lord and the
real material power, the better. The minds of
the masses have been falsely misled by the ex-
hortations of such men as Mr. Aked to give all
attention to “spiritual things” that have no real
existence;

When the people get their eyes open to the
fact that there is a great difference between
“spirituality” and morality, the latter being more
beneficial for the good of all, they will begin
to build up the American life with that which
IS more substantial and enduring. There is no
Materialism destroying American life; Material-
ism is fast destroying the bogus spiritual life
which has been a %reat hypocritical factor in:
the success of the Christian Church.  Material-
ism is leading to true American life and all the
“spiritual”: preachers in the world will not be
able to withstand its victorious advance. AS
soon as the people find that material things give
the most pleasure they will follow after them.
When they see that their spiritual advisers are
attending strictly to material things in getting
their material support out of them and givin
nothing but empty promises in return, they wi
drop the “spiritual” theory and walk in the true,
material path which leads to real happiness.

The proof of insanity is in a person vehement-
IK affirming to be that which he is not. As
there has never been a case of spiritual relief in
times of distress it is logical to affirm that be-
lievers in spirituality are so far insane. It is
a remarkable fact that the masses have been
kept in intellectual slavery by the falsehoods ex-
pressed by the priests concerning things that
never had any existence in reality. This is
what the Rev. Aked is coming over for—to keep
the “spiritual” lies in motion that have destroy-
ed the American life; that have forced the rep-
resentatives of the American People to break
their constitutional oaths of office by pandering
to the fraudulent spiritual church in making
religious laws in its favor.

The Truth Seeker. — April 27, 1907«

But the true American life must be material-
ly forced into right material action and this
is the work of Materialists. The bold assump-
tion of nothing has had a long and successful
run, but the end will come and Materialism wilt
be victorious. JOHN MADDOCK.

Canada’s Rigorous Sunday Law Goe&
Into Effect.

The new Sunday law of the Dominion of
Canada, passed at the solicitation of the religious
champions of Sunday observance at last year’s
session of the Dominion parliament, and perhaps
the most rankly Sabbatarian measure that has|
been enacted in any country in Christendom in
the last half century, went into effect on March
I. Itis said to penalize “every kind of secular,
commercial, and industrial activity, except the
running of drug stores, livery stables, and boat-
houses.” “All sorts of severe penalties for vio-
lation of the law are prescribed against persons
who direct Sunday work to be done as em-

loyers, as well as against those who do it

hile it is intended to discourage Sunday pas-
senger trains, work in connection with the tran-
sit of passengers and mails and the operation of
ferry lines and drawbridges is classified with
the supplying of gas, water, and electricity, the
maintenance of fires in power plants, and carry-
ing of perishable products, and the making of
maple sugar as ‘works of necessity and mercy.’
The Dominion railroad commission may on ap-
plication authorize Sunday work in connection
with freight traffic, and crews may handle cars
in yards before 6 2. m. and 3 p. m. But all ex-
cursions and entertainments which charge an ad-
mission fee outside of churches are forbidden.
The operation of street-car companies is left to
be governed by provincial or municipal legisla-
tion. The discrimination against Sunday news-
papers is so severe that one is inclined to sus-
pect this to be a main purpose of the law. There
are few Sunday newspapers in Canada, most of
those read there being imported from the United
States. This importation is prohibited as well
as me sale and distribution of domestic Sunday
papers, and no work can be done on the Mon-
day' morning issue before 6 p. m.” The penalty
for the violation of the provision relating to
newspapers is a fine of $250 or two months in
jail. ~A meeting of Canadian newsdealers was

eld in Toronto on March 9 to see what plan if
any could be devised for handling American Sun-
day newspapers, but “the legal advice was that
no Io_c()jphole_emsted by which the papers could
be paid, for in advance or on Monday and given
or delivered in rooms or at the homes of cus-
tomers on Sunday.” It is doubtful if there will
be a literal enforcement of the law, at least for
an?/ length of time. It is said to be “full of loop-
holes and contingent exceptions.” The most im-
portant and significant of these is “the curious
provision that no prosecutions shall be begun
under the act without the consent of the at-
. torney general of the province in which the
- prosecution is to be made. This gives the func-
tionary power to enforce the act in full, in part,
or not at all, as he may elect.” And it shows
that even Sabbatarian Canada is not able, or at
least does not undertake, to so defy the spirit of
the age as to really and literally enforce the Sab-
batarlan dogma. She enacts the dogma quite
literally into statute and then provides that in
no case shall its enforcement be begun without
notification and consent of the provincial at-
torney general! It is needless to say that at-
torney generals, even in Canada, are not Sabba-
tarian theocrats or Sabbatarian zealots. A few
years ago the King’s counsel for the Province of
Manitoba made public speeches and published
pamphlets in opposition to the position of the
clergy of that province with respect to Sunday
legislation, and went to’the heart of the matter
by showing that in this matter the clergy were
today pursuing the policy which had marked
them for centuries in resisting wherever their
theological dogmas were concerned the irresis-
tible advance of human thought and progress es-
pecially as shown in the gradual elimination of
theology from the political government of
society. But whatever may be the attitude of
the provincial attorney generals, it is clear that
the necessity of obtaining their consent before
beginning a prosecution under the law puts a

259

serious practical impediment in the way of its
enforcement. Under that impediment it cannot
be promptly and effectively enforced.

Why Is This Thus?

After the manner of Jean Jacques, | accuse
the church:

|. Of having imposed upon us a thoroughly
inferior standard of ethics, inasmuch as it has in-
stituted a system of rewards as an incentive to
the doing of good. The Jew was absolutely in-
caﬁable of the pagan idea of good for its own
sake; he prayed in private that his Father might
“reward” him openly, and his mercenary mind
weighed in the balance the advantage of the
whole world versus the loss of his soul. *“What
shall it profit a man?” was the keynote to Jew-
ish thought in the time of Christ, as it is today.

I1. Of having stupefied and undermined the
reasoning powers of men by conjuring up the
idea of a future region of eternal torment.

I11.  Of still attacking with infamous and out-
ra?eous insult the memory of those benign, un-
selfish friends of all of us who strove to lift from
the growing thought of man the weight of
superstitious terror. A “filthy little Atheist,”
says the great and %Iorlous Teddy, speaking of
a man x>f heart and brain so great that his own
commonplace mind cannot grasp their quality.

IV. Of acting as an eternal dra% upon the
rogress of the human race; of steadfastly com-
ating every step that is taken toward the ad-
vancement of our species.

| affirm: That science and religion are in-
herently and forever irreconcilable, since science
formulates its laws in accordance with painstak-
ing observation of phenomena, while religion is
based upon the childish qualities of imagination
and feeling, referring all questions to a book writ-
ten many hundred years ago, and which seems
to have been considerably behind the spirit of
the times even then.

| do not believe: That anyone knows, or ever
will know, the ultimate meaning of existence.

[ marvel: That on the shelves of our public
library we have _man?/ copies of an inferior vol-
ume, most audaciously labeled the “holy Bible,”
while there is not a single cop?/ of the bible
of Ingersoll which can be taken from the build-

ing.

? wonder: What the public librarian would
say were a Liberal to ask him for a copy of holy
Socrates, or the latest book by St. Haeckel?
| object: To the passage of the proposed law
in the legislatures making obligatory the read-
ing of the Bible in the public schools. There is
no reason why this book should be read to our
children, and many most excellent reasons why
it should not. Books on pure ethics are "“one
thing; a book filled with the most degrading
superstition and impurity of thought is quite an-
other. | object most seriously to Christians
closing the theatres on Sunday, so long as we
do not attempt to close their churches.

| hope, with Goethe: For “more light,” and
for the speedy removing of every obstruction
that throw's a shadow on the heart and mind of
man. L. H. DANA.

The late M. Berthelot was the subject of the
“Literary Causerie” in last week’s Academy, the
writer being Mr. John Butler Burke. Berthelot,
it is well-known, was a lifelong friend of Renan,
and a profoundly interesting correspondence be-
tween them was published a few years ago.
“They were both,” Mr. Burke says, “enemies of
Christianity.” That is a frank admission. Re-
nan is frequently called the finest French prose
writer since Voltaire, and Berthelot was the
greatest French scientist of his age; and “they
were both enemies to Christianity.”—London
Freethinker.

In this age we do not want good Catholics, a
good Methodist, a good Baptist. ~We want
ﬂood citizens, good men, good neighbors, good
usbands.  And it does not need any religion
to make the latter. The courts, the jails, the
crimes and penalties therefor, show that good
Christians may be bad citizens, bad men, bad
neighbors and bad husbands. The lesson of the
past is this: Good morals pay larger dividends
than religions. L. K. W.
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Christian church as a firebrand among nations.
Wars caused by religion fill the calendar of politi-

cal crime. The more religion a man has the
more bloodthirsty is he. The history of religion
proves it. The Catholics, the Covenanters, the
Cromwellians, the Puritans, are all examples. The
religious fanaticism of the Mohammedans inten;
sified their cruelty. An insignificant instance,
but an evidence unimpeachable, occurred in this
city two or three weeks ago. The juror in the
Thaw trial who wanted to begin the delibera-
tions of the jury with prayer was the man who
held out fiercely to commit the degenerate to
the electric chair.

There will be no universal peace while man is
influenced by a bloody religion, nor while the

children are trained to arms and taught that it
is “Old Glory” against the world.
so trained the brotherhood of man extends only
to the Canada line, Mexico, and the two oceans.
Jesus Christ said that he came not to bring peace,
but a sword.
words literally, and the more orthodox the fol-
lower the more literally does he construe them.
There is only one Christian sect, the Quakers
(and they are not really Christian) who have
made peace their religious doctrine.

With those

His followers have taken those

Christian-

ity must be outgrown before universal peace can
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>¢ an accomplished fact.

If the people of this or any country really

desired peace, if it were more than the dream of

Hr. Carnegie’s Peace Congress.

The Peace Congress which was in session for
several days in this city last week was a good
thing, as bringing to the attention of the world
the desirability of universal peace. But as a step
toward accomplishing that desirable end it was a
failure, and never once reached the core of the
question. The speakers were of all sorts and con-,
ditions, from Wm. T. Stead, who damned the
Aniens of the Methodists, and said the churches
were not worth a row of pins as peacemakers, to'
Perpetual Candidate Bryan, at present the most
pious man in the country, but none of them seem-
ed to see the vital point. President Roosevelt
wrote a letter vaunting “righteousness,” which
means his own religious notions, and the distin-
guished speakers present (and they were all more
or less distinguished) ran the gamut of peace
prattle. They extolled the Hague Tribunal,
Teddy as the winner of the Nobel Peace prize
(though he never could have got the Russian and
Japanese envoys to agree had it not been for the
German emperor), and advocated disarmament
by the nations. Then they resolved to the extent
of a column of the newspapers, the gist of the
resolutions amounting to a demand that the
Hague Tribunal be made a sort of supreme
court as between nations to settle internation-
al differences. The delegates to the coming con-
ference of that Tribunal are to have copies of
these resolutions, and are to be urged to work
for the settlement of international questions by
the Tribunal instead of by the dread arbitrament
of war.

But so far as we have read the proceedings of
the Peace Congress no speaker brought to its
attention the fact that our school children are
being trained in arms, are having "that damned
prejudice called patriotism” aroused daily by the
display of the American flag before 'the school-
house doors, which they are told to defend
against all other nations. The country is thick-
fy strewn with military academies, there are
cadet' corps attached to Sunday schools, and
President Roosevelt desires to have rifle ranges
established in public schools on which to teach
the boys of the nation how to shoot—a prepara-
tion for the next war.

And no speaker alluded to the record of the

the plilanthropists, the expression of the humani-
tarian sentiment of a few broadminded men, the
children would be trained in the schools to think
>eace rather than war.
>¢ held up for them to worship, nor would an
insular prejudice be instilled in their forming
minds.
brotherhood of men—all men—and not be

Old Glory would not

The brotherhood of man would mean tin
limited
by the boundaries of each country.

The Hague Tribunal as a Supreme Court
among nations will be a grand accomplishment,
but it will be effectual only when the growing
generations are taught to look to it as the court
of last resort, whose decision must be obeyed.
But training them to arms in military academies,
Sunday schools, and on rifle ranges, will not
make them lovers of peace. All nations:may
pretend they desire peace, but they do not, for
the reason that the individuals composing the
nations are all fighters. The women are as
ferocious as the men, urging them on to die for
glory. Not until all children are taught to think
peace and not war will an international supreme
court be possible among nations.

“ Sabbath’-Breaking.

March 25th Mr. Beverly R. Robinson, Repub-
lican, of this city, introduced in the Assembly
a bill "to amend the penal code relative to Sab-
bath breaking.” It was read once and referred
to the Committee on Codes. It was intended to
prevent theatrical performances on Sunday and
reads as follows:

"Sec. 277-a. The giving of any exhibition_or the per
forming or rendering of any monologue, dialogue, Im-
personation, or other act or performance of the stage,
not prohibited by other sections of this chapter, with
or without costuming or changln? of costume, on tho
first day of the week, for which a fee or admission price
or departure price, or a collection is_ taken, is for-
bidden, and every person violating this provision in
uilty of a misdemeanor. Every person
I exhibition, performance, or rendering,
by advertisement, posting, or otherwise, and every
owner or lessee of any garden, building, or room, place
or structure, who uses, or leases or lets the same fou*
any such purpose, or who assents to the use of the
same for any such IEurpose If it be so used, is guilty
of a misdemeanor. Every such exhibition, performance,
or rendering of itself annuls any license which may
have been previously obtained by the manager, super-
intendent, agent, owner or lessee, using or letting such
building, garden, room, place or structure, consenting to
such exhibition, performance or rendering.”

YVhy that should be called a bill relative to

any part is
aiding in suc

| thee? She said: No man,
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Sabbath breaking and apply to Sunday is not ex-
plained. Probably because the words Sabbath
and Sunday are interchangeable in the minds
of most people, even in those of our intelligent
lawmakers.

It is, however, a bill which should not be en-
acted into law, and Freethinkers should take
an interest in defeating it. Worite to your As-
semblyman protesting against its enactment, and
to the Assembly chairman of the Committee on
Codes, Assembly Chamber, Albany, N. Y. The
letters may have an influence upon the mem-
bers of the Assembly who are not bigoted Sab-
batarians.

A Funny Judge.

In the gospel of no particular value, in the
eighth chapter; is a story of a very funny judg-
ment pronounced by Jesus against a woman
taken in adultery.

In the days of Moses, or in the days when
Moses is said to have lived and moved and had
a human existence, a woman found guilty of
adultery, was put to death. .

This law of Leviticus xx, prevailed probably
among the Israelites for many generations, and
was respected in the time of Jesus.

Some scribes and Pharisees, who professed
veneration for the ancient lawgiver of their
people, and who openly rejected the assumptions
of Jesus and despised his teachings, brought to
him an adulteress and asked what should be
done with her, quoting the hoary statute of
Sinai against her.

In answer, Jesus said to the accusers of the
woman: "He that is without sin among you let

him first cast a stone at her.” Not a pebble was

thrown. Ono by one they all sneaked .off Irav—
jno: *m« woman alone with Jesus® Then Jesus

said to the woman: "Hath no man condemned
Lord. And Jesus
said t6 her: Neither do I condemn thee, go and
sin no more.”

Such a story no sensible person would pretend
had a historical leg to stand on. It was doubt-
less invented to show the great compassion of
Jecus for the sinful.

The world does not imitate this judgment. Man
mhas learned that forgiveness of wrong comes
pretty near declaring it to be right. Mercy is
generally the defeat of justice. Nature never for-
gives, but she punishes the wrong that man may
learn the right.

It is true that many human acts against the
well-being of society were in ages gone by great-
ly exaggerated as to their pernicious influence,
and were unjustly punished, but to dismiss the
vicious and criminal with a benediction is to give
the hero’'s reward to a coward and character’s
crown to scoundrelism.

If Jesus meant that the woman taken in adul-
tery was to go uncondemned, surely he would
have to extend equal immunity to other offenders
against society in order to be just.

Suppose a burglar, a thief, or a defaulter had
been taken before Jesus and lie had shown a like
leniency towards such an offender and said to
him: (10 and steal no more,” would his judg-
ment be applauded?

Is it because mercy to a sinning woman is so
rare that this story of the adulteress has so
wonderful a charm? Or are we to see in the
act of forgiveness on the part of Jesus the
sympathy of a kindred spirit? "A fellow-feeling
makes one wondrous kind." 'Phis Jesus of gospel-
fame, who could condone, perhaps the worst sin
against the home, against the family, against an
honest husband and innocent children; this Jesus
poured out all the damnations of hell upon those
who refused to accept him as the Christ of his



people, and he damned no man so long and so
loud as the unbeliever.

The “followers of Jesus” do not follow him.
Everybody knows it. No man and particularly
no woman forgives an adulteress. And only the
clergy damns the unbeliever as did Jesus. The
courts of the land pay no heed to the judgments
of Jesus in rendering their verdicts, and many a
judge on the bench of this country rejects him as
the Christ, and takes no stock in his foolish teach
ings.

It is time to cease quoting Jesus in support of
the good or in condemnation of the bad. The
world has repudiated him. L. K. W.

The Shallows flurmur.

Some of the men who are or aspire to be po-
litical leaders are, with respect to intellectual ad-
vancement, a half a century or more in the rear
of their enlightened constituents. They are even
behind the clergy, barring evangelists and camp-
meeting exhorters. We have in mind Mr. W,
J. Bryan, a man who possesses many qualities
which commetui him to favorable notice, but
who in the warfare of religion and science, the
battle of’the church against progress, is an in-
corrigible reactionary.

Mr. Bryan was in Washington the middle of
April and addressed the Young Men's Chris-
tian Association of that city. The Sun, of Balti-
more, reverently reports his remarks in defense
of the Christian faith, observing that many who
had thought of him only in association with na-
tional politics “were afforded an opportunity of
studying the Commoner in another, and one of
the finer, phases of his nature.” That is to say,

fnr thoir-abservation of Mr. Bryan as a dema-
bub**- n.0y were enabled t6 SllibstittrH- contem-

plation of him as a hypocrite.

“When | was a young man,” said Mr. Bryan,
“lI wrote to Robert G. Ingersoll for his views
on God and immortality, and | received a letter
from his secretary saying that the Colonel was
away, but that he inclosed a speech that would
answer my questions. | scanned the speech
with eagerness, and all | gathered was: T do not
say that there is no God; | simply say | do not
know. | do not say there is no life beyond the
grave; | do not know.” How can a man take
from a human heart his belief in immortality
and put into its place the cold and cheerless doc-
trine, T do not know’?”

The confession of ignorance about the unknow-
able puzzles Mr. Bryan. That is a height of
candor to which he cannot rise and of which he
has no conception.

But to guarantee his complete orthodoxy, and
to assure his hearers that he had made no intel-
lectual progress since the fathers fell asleep, Mr.
Bryan touched lower depths than this. He said
that in the plastic period of life, before he enter-
ed college, he joined the church. He was worried,
he confessed, about the different theories of crea-
tion, and in his perplexities went back to the Old
Testament, and found a passage in Genesis that
had been a great consolation to him. We quote:

“It says: _In tho beginning God created heaven and
the earth.* Then | too% up_ghe theodos ot creation to

see It any ofthem~—went buck of the beginning. and |
could not find uny that wont back ot Genesis, and | aiu
still waltlng for tomebody with a theory of creation
that goes back of tho beginning.”

Truly profound! ‘file researches of scientific
men into the origin of the earth and of man are
to be thrown aside in favor of the borrowed
guess of some antiquated mythologist because
none of these researches *“goes back of the begin
niug." But there arc theories that go far hack
of Genesis, which really is not, as Mr. Jlryan
may believe, the verified history of creation.

Not satisfied with what he hud ahcady said
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that would give informed persons his intellect-
ual measurement, the “Commoner” went on as

follows:

“Some believe In the theory ot evolution. Some carry
It. to the extent of believing thnt man comes from the
monkey. | hnve no objection to anybody believing any
theory he pleases, for If a man has not the right to
choose his ancestors, what right has he? [Laughter.|
But | shall not accept his family tree on the evidence

presented to me.”

His introduction of the monkey into the dis-
cussion reveals the speaker's slight familiarity
with the theory of descent; and the fate of theo-
logians before him who resorted to the “grand-
father” argument, and thereby delivered them-
selves into the hands of the enemy, has been
lost upon Mr. Bryan as a warning. In the year
1860 Bishop W.ilberforce of London, having
made a speech in which declamation usurped
the vacant place of argument, finished his
harangue by asking Huxley whether he was re-
lated by his grandfather’'s or his grandmother’s
side to rtn ape. To a friend at his side Huxley
whispered, “The Lord hath delivered him into
my hands,” and in reply to the personal inquiry

he said:

"I have asserted, and | repeat, that a man has no
reason to be ashamed of having an ape for his grand-
father. If there were an ancestor whom | should feel
slinme In recalling, it would be a man, a man of ver-
satile and restless Intellect, who. not content with an
equivocal success in his own sphere of activity, plunges
nto scientific questions with which he has no real ac-
quaintance, only to obscure them by an aimless rhetoric,
and distract the attention of his hearers from the real
point, at issue by eloquent digressions and skilled ap-
peal to religious prejudice.”

That was forty-seven years ago. showing tha'
Mr. Bryan has not been a sharer in the knowl-
edge acquired by mankind in general since that
date. W.ith less excuse than had Bishop Wilber-
force, he has committed the same indiscretion
\nd must suffer the same rebuke, even to the
illusion to “equivocal success uT his own sphere
)f activity.” He professes to be a disciple oi
Thomas Jefferson, or an expounder of his doc-
trine. Can he imagine Jefferson addressing a
Young Men’'s Christian Association and, ignor-
ing the scientific progress of a half century,
aligning himself with the orthodox theologians
of 1750?

If Mr. Bryan would bring himself up to date
in theology theie would be better grounds for
supposing that his political views are the result
of his thinking and not of his reading something
that he does not understand.

A Short History of the Inquisition.

Several of our readers who have bought the
“Short History of the Inquisition” are asking us
if we are ever going to get it out. We are. Five
hundred and fifty pages are in plates already, and
about one-third of the pictures are made. The
delay has been caused by the addition of over
two hundred pages, made desirable by* the pub-
lication of several authoritative histories last fall
and winter, containing information of great
value, which we have condensed and added; by
the difficulty of obtaining pictures new to Eng-
lish readers, mostly from old German books
aud paintings; and, lastly, by the slowness of
the people who are setting the type.

There will be between six and seven hundred
pages of text, with a hundred or more pictures.
The price upon publication may be raised to
$j, which we fee! sure our readers who intend
buying It will not mind. Those who have
bought aud paid for it at $1.45 will get the book
of course, but no more orders will be taken at
that price, If others of our readers desire to
save a little, and help pay the cost, we will take
orders to the day of publication at $1.50, As
far as we can now see, counting the cost, the
price will be two dollars. Three weeks should
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see it all in plates; a month more should see it
out of the pressman’s hands, and another month
for the binder. Say three months We have yet
to make the Index, which will be very full and
complete, but that will be practically done by
the time the printers have the last plates made.

Free Thoughts.
Common sense is better than divine revela-

tion.

It is easier to be a fool than almost anything
else.

Persons who talk a great deal generally say

too much.
Marriage covers a multitude of sins, and some

other things.
Flowers are beautiful, but one can live longer

on potatoes.
When a person says God and Nature, which

does he mean?
| do not want the respect of others at the

sacrifice of my own.
There will be more morality in the world when
it is not necessary to have so much religion.
ft not necessany to know anything about
X order to believe in him. L. KL W.
lne peverend Mr. Hammond, professional
revivalist, is exploiting his conversion of one P.
C. Checks, Mr. Checks having given him a long
letter which he uses in a tract, Mr. Cheeks
claims to have been the secretary of a “Philo-
sophical Citub* in Washington, D. C. One of
our readers sent the tract to us, and we for-
warded it to General Birney as one likely to know
about tilie Club and Mr. Cheeks, if the story be
true. General Birney writes*. “On inquiry among
I Liberals who were in  asbington in the seven-
ties, \ find that there, was. a man here about that
time named P. C. Cheeks, and that he was an
occasional visitor at the ‘Freethought Exchange,*
the only known Liberal Club of that epoch. He
was never its secretary: nor did he hold any
J office in the club. He had the air of a soured
person, an<l was bitter in his remarks about
persons and things, religion included. At eight-
een he had left his home to enlist in the navy
| for three years: then he served four years in the
army, ami another four in the marine corps;
then he became a Roman Catholic proselyte, and
after that a Methodist preacher. In a year or
| two he lost his standing with the Metl
then came to Washington. While h
no visible occupation until the Rev.
' mond converted him. What he has |
since his conversion no one of his former ac-
quaintances seems to know; the Rev.
nto>nd may be able to tell. The Pli
Club* has «ever existed in Washin
its ex-president, who is now, accordi
Cheeks, 'preaching the unspeakable
Christ,* is also imaginary; if not, wl
Mr Hammond is welcome to his convert;
him teach him truthfulness.

One of the best books recently published by
the Rationalist Press Association of England is
Philip Vivian's "Tbe Churches and Modern
Thought, Au Inquiry into the Grounds of Un->
belief and an Appeal for Candor.” It is much
less dry reading than many English rationalist
books, and the authorities used to support the
contention of Freethought are the best. The ar-
guments of Agnosticism are very clearly put, the
inquiry is searching, and Mr. Vivian states clear-
Iv the latest results of destructive criticism of
the Bible and Christianity, and the latest asser-
tions, or proofs as it may be, of science. The
price of the book over here is $1.50.

k

D
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THE CHDRGH AND MORALS.

The Characteristic Feature of Christianity Has
Been Its Doctrines Opposed to Progress.

BY EDGAR A. TIBBETTS.

1.

Even if Protestantism clung to the old faiths,

it was the child of rationalism and had raised a
barrier between itself and the old creeds which
foiever separated them. If it still defended
Oriental thought it gave to the individual the
right of private judgment, it did not formulate
creeds said to be divinely inspired but-only such
as were published by fallible men, it abolished
in time the rigid laws of centralized power and
destroyed those plague spots of othodox Chris-
tianity—celibacy and monasticism.

Protestantism was half rational Hellenism, half
Semitic faith. It was a step in the progress of
human thought if it did- not reach the utmost
limits. Considering the education and training
of the men who made the great protest, it is
wonderful to observe how surely these men diag-
nosed the disease and how skilfully they applied
a drastic remedy.

It is useless to say that they might have done
better. That is only another way of saying that
all men, except the pope, are fallible. They
broke the inflexible chain of so-called divine
ordinances and gave men a chance to progress if
they were able or willing to do so. What does
it signify that they stopped on a low rung of the
ladder? Others might go higher when they had
left it. The frog at the bottom of the well will
reach the top if he goes a little higher every
day. Let there be all honor to whom honor is
due!

Is modern humanity the result of half Hellenic
Protestantism or Oriental Orthodoxy? It seems
to have developed entirely from modern ration-
alism and knowledge rather from either, for the
first permitted free thought reluctantly, the last
made every effort to suppress it. For two thou-
sand years nearly human life and human suffer-
ing have been very cheap in Christian countries,
and the teachings of Epictetus, Socrates, and
Plutarch will compare favorably with those of
orthodox moralists.

The Roman code will compare favorably with
that of England of a century ago, where over a
hundred offenses were punishable by death,
where men were hung for stealing the value of
a shilling, and England was one of the most
progressive countries in Christendom.

The Christians of medieval Europe might
have given lessons in the art of torture to any
of the savage people whose deeds as recorded in
history we execrate; in fraud and chicanery
they have never had their peers; in cold-blooded
cruelty and enthusiasm for his holy faith the
medieval monk will stand forth as a landmark
for many years to come. It should not be for-
gotten that it was not pagan malice but Chris-
tian zeal which instituted the tribunal of the
Holy Inquisition.

If civilization is to be estimated by physical,
mental, and moral development, we may legiti-
mately inquire how far the bodies, minds, and
morals of humanity have improved under ortho-
dox Christianity and what measures it has taken
for the care of any one or all of them.

In the earlier centuries, when religious perfec-
tion was thought to be best reached by the
monastic life, those who wished to become truly
holy devoted themselves to asceticism. The church
has always extolled highly its holy fathers of the
monasteries and the desert and lavished her
praises on those holy women who exhausted the
flesh by unceasing self-inflicted torture.

It did not believe in a sound mind in a sound
body, but, as a physician might put it, in a dis-
eased mind in a diseased body.

The Greeks had developed a system of gym-
nastics for exercising the body, but this died
with paganism. The monk was too much oc-
cupied with mortifying the body that thereby
be might lay up treasures in heaven.

Dirt was accounted the proper garb of holiness,
and the great unwashed became the salt of the
earth. It was thought worthy of a saint to go
without a bath for twenty, thirty, or forty years,

and the sanctity of the holy man or woman was
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believed to be enhanced in proportion to his or
her filthiness.

Simon Stylites in the type of the sort of saint,
and his memory is still cherished by the church
as that of one worthy of unbounded admiration.

This idea of mortifying the body has been one
of the distinguishing features of the church. It
is not exclusively Christian, but has been prac-
tised among many peoples and by the votaries
of many sects. The modern scientist would
probably say that it is a symptom of imperfect
development and what we might expect among
barbarians. It seems to arise from fear and
from a desire to placate a jealous or angry god.

From the self-tortures of these holy men and
women the church has accumulated in heaven a
large stock of works of supererogation, a credit
balance, as it were; which merits may be ap-
plied to the remission of the sins of worthy or

-unworthy persons or even sold as indulgences
for a consideration at the discretion of the
sovereign pontiff. This last method of disposing
of these treasures stored up in heaven once upon
a time had a very unfortunate effect on’the papal
revenues, for it provoked the rebellion of Luther.

How has the church advanced the mental
development of man? It found the Roman em-
pire teeming with schools and filled with stu-
dents and teachers. In these schools of Hellenic
learning the early Christian fathers imbibed the
knowledge which they used for the destruction
of learning, science, and taste, to bring on that
night of ignorance and barbarism which brood-
ed over Europe for a thousand years till Hellen-
ism and Germanism relighted the torch which
had so long been extinguished by religious fana-
ticism.

Neo-Platonic teaching ceased in Alexandria
after the death of Hypatia, the beautiful daugh-
ter of Plotinus; she was murdered for her be-
lief by the fanatical monks of St. Cyril of Alex-
andria, doubtless at his instigation. She was not
the first victim, nor the last, of the. intolerance
of the church.

The works of renowned pagan writers, nota-
bly those of Sappho and A”cams.
signed to the flames as ruthlessly as would have
been their persons had they still survived. No
provision was made to replace the learning which
was destroyed, for the monks hated enlighten-
ment as they have always hated it. It was not
the barbarians outside the Roman empire who
overthrew its civilization, it was the barbarians
who were bred in the new faith whose religion
inspired them with a contempt for all earthly
things.

In the West the ruin was complete, and the
progress lost was not regained in a thousand
years. In the East the decay was slower, but
the Empire was smitten by a wasting disease
which gradually consumed its strength till it
sunk under the dominion of a more virile people.
There was much religion, much fasting and pray-
er, but there was no physical nor mental strength
nor initiative and the affairs of this world went
to decay while men were preparing for another.

The church was triumphant, but she brought
savagery to the fair lands of Southern Europe
which had first seen the dawn of civilization.
She had so weakened the lands where she ruled
that Syria, Egypt, Africa and Spain became the
prey of the Arab, England and France of the
Norsemen, and, finally, Greece of the Turk.

In the West she saved a few volumes of the
Latin classics from the wreck, and added to them
a few volumes of monkish chronicles. A map
who could read and write was considered learn-
ed, and Christian culture had descended so far
below that of the Arabs that those desirous of
knowledge went to the Arabic schools of Spain.
In the East many of the Greek classics were pre-
served in the monasteries, but their study
brought no culture, for the eyes of those who
read them were blinded, their ears were deaf.

Thus the world brooded in darkness for a thou-
sand years, while the monks sang litanies, heard
confessions, and burned heretics. Then came
the age of the schoolmen with its subtilties and
useless disputes. In the meantime the church
jealously suppressed everything that savored of
free thought or innovation and remained lord of
a barren heritage—a generation of slaves. Un-
wittingly the chain was broken by her own ef-
forts.

The Crusades roused the dormant energies of

the human mind and began a ferment which
ultimately ended in degrading the pope from his
high position of sovereign of the West. In the
East the slumber continued till our own day,
but at last it seems as if an awakening had come
to the torpid minds of the oppressed Russian
people.

Knowledge is triumphant, but she has had a
hard struggle. She engaged in a strife of cen-
turies with the all-powerful church and call
count more martyrs than died, in the war of
Christianity against paganism. Let their memory
be preserved forever as a memorial of the eternal
credulity and stupidity 6f man.

They had a hard struggle to show that the
Universe was governed by natural law, not by
miracle, and thousands died inCthe cause. Even
today the church flaunts her miracles in the face
of science and worships the bogus heads and
heels of dead men.

How has the church advanced morality?
Nero, Caligula, and Heliogabalus are held up as
monsters of iniquity, but, if a palm were to be
offered for shameless wickedness,- Pgpe John
XIl., John XXIII., or Alexander Borgia would
doubtless carry off the prize. The two last
were no frantic boys like the Romans, but men
grown old in vileness and crime. .They added
to the coarse brutality of the emperors the re-
fined subtilties and falsehoods and hypocrisies
of priestly Rome. If history records sttch deeds
as it does of the holy pontiffs of the holy church,
what must the rank and file have been?

Machiavelli in his work only sets forth the in-
famous political maxims of his time. They had
been approved in practice by the church for cen-
turies, and the secular princes of Italy merely
followed the infamous example of their spiritual
guides. When the Jesuits afterward justified
lying, theft, assassination and every infamy
which the vileness and corruption of man could
devise, they added little that was new, they
only formulated the time-honored precepts of
the church.

gj-eats IOTF | 1,17ij ; wuix upLiOIll aim

d /- vem-- -e-frtfie which has distinguished the church may

be attributed to the high estimation in which
celibacy and monasticism were held for centuries.
These institutions were so closely connected
with the structure and growth of the church that
they may almost be regarded as fundamental
principles. Here, as in other cases, nature re-
pressed in one direction breaks out in another.

The celibate who has sworn an oath of chastity
either keeps his vow or breaks it. In the first
case he is an abnormal man and has a career and
aspirations different from the mass of mankind.
Hence arises the fierce fanaticism and bigotry
which is generally observed in monastic history.
In the second case he breaks his oath and, if
he keeps up his pretensions, becomes a hypocrite..

Thus we have here two powerful incentives
to corruption and abnormal excesses. The his-
tory of ‘the church shows that these poisons were
always at work. The monasteries and nunneries
always needed reform, for they were always sinks
of corruption, and the only effective way to re-
form them which has been found is to destroy
them root and branch.

The same story is repeated whatever age of
the world you may take: the earliest times of the
church, that of Gregory VII., Luther’s age, or
Our own, as the investigation of the friars in the
*Philippines shows.

It may well be questioned whether Christian
Europe stood higher in average morality than
did heathen China or India from the time of
Constantine to a date later than that of Luther.
It does not seem doubtful that they were general-
ly surpassed in this particular by the Mohamme-
dans.

In one respect they marked an advance over
the more cruel faiths which they abolished.
They had a greater respect for human life. In
this matter the precepts of their master were
never entirely forgotten. They abolished the
gladiatorial contests, human sacrifices wher-
ever they were able and the exposure of newborn
infants. Yet race suicide survives even to our
own cultivated day, although the manner of pre-
venting the undesirable increase of population
has changed somewnhat.

Secular brutality and secular wickedness have
stained every page of history, but every tyrant
seems to have felt regret when he was left to

A.
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FROM WOMAN’S POINT OF VIEW.

CONDUCTED BY BERTHA w.

| have been trying to think why it is that the
man who has a message is so much more at-
tractive to us than the one who has not. Some
book on psychology might tell me, but I haven't . €
time to read one. Besides, it is good practice difference in the world to the President of he
to follow a problem (the eternal “problem” Unlt?d States what | think Of_hlm. |_d0nt
again) without the aid of guide-posts—which | (can’t) vote, and am of no possible use in po-
anyway’ are qurte as apt to be Wrong as rlght | Ilt'cal_ mat'[el’S, fOI’ [ dO not Unqersta’.nd the In-

One reason why we like this man is because tricacies of the tariff or the President’s views on
Hope abides with him. He believes in humanity It if he has any, or his exact views on the
and its capacity for progress, otherwise he would federal control of railways, if he has any. |
drop his message. Sometimes he does drop it, Must frankly admit that free trade and govern-
but when that happens we know that Hope has | ment ownership or some other short cut to jus-
flitted. She generally moves her belongings out ' ticé are much more easily apprehended by the
little by little, until one day she hands the door- | Simple processes of the feminine mind.
key to the man and he sees her no more. That _ But what | think of the President matters
night he goes out in the darkness and buries his ; S0mewhat to me, for in a way | have always liked
message. He never visits the grave afterwards, | Nim. There is a certain joyous bonhomie about
and for a long time he does not talk about it, | Nim which is most engaging. | once thought

the reproaches of his own conscience. We have
few records of the repentance of priests or pon-
tiffs, though they were monsters in crime. Their
religion was a nepenthe which brought the con-
solation due to true piety.

In pagan Rome the pagan priests refused to
absolve Constantine from the guilt of the mur-
der of his wife and son. He was received by
the Christian priests with open arms, and prob-
ably was not subjected to even the pains of pur-
gatory. He gave the empire of the world to
the priests, and they could cheaply promise what
they did not possess. Since his time every
princely criminal has found little difficulty in
reconciling himself with Heaven, or at least its
vicegerent on earth, by boundless gifts.

These gifts might be treasures in gold or land
to endow churches, monasteries, and nunneries
where the religious could acknowledge their
gratitude by chanting requiems for his soul, or
they might be what was more grateful to the
church—the blood of heretics or the ashes waft-
ed from their funeral pyres.

No crime was too revolting, no stain too deep

HOWE.

How Mr.Roosevelt Wrote Himself Down Unsym
pathetic, Bigoted, and Cruel.

I do not flatter myself that it makes the least

to be pardoned or washed away by an endow-
ment for the church, and we have no evidence
to show that the Charleses, the Ferdinands, the
Louises, and the Philips did not sink peacefully
to rest lulled by the prayers of the church, what-
ever the crimes they had committed, whatever
the blood they had shed.

But these happy days of faith have gone; let
us hope that they have gone forever. The flood
of Semitic despotism has reached its height and
is, for the present, receding. We are going
back to the free development of the individual,
which is the basis of Aryanism, Germanism,
Hellenism. It is said that this is an age of
skepticism and irreligion, but it is an age of
search for the truth, of knowledge and humanity.

Let those who wish, long for the myths, the
poetry, the piety, the blind credulity, the filth,
force, and fraud and savagery of the ages of
faith; for us moderns there is a fairer promise
véstigate given to us to in-
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our faith, and we are satisfied if what we dis-
close is true. The frauds of dying beliefs have
no attractions, even if they promise Paradise
with the ease with which they find dupes.
Opium or alcohol may soothe for a time, but
their powers rest on deception, and the awaken-
ing will be more terrible when it comes. So
with beliefs which are outworn and fallacious,
they may stimulate for a time, but can only end
in loss and disappointment. Faith without rea-

son is dust and ashes, but justice and truth are
eternal.

The Wolf’s Wooing™

Said the Harriman-Wolf to the Public Lamb,
“Dear, let us cooperate;

It is sinful for Lambs to distrust kind Wolves,
And love to repay with hate.

“I'm in love, with your beautiful, long, soft wool
(Pulled low o’er your trusting een

And your figure (no figure’s too large for me)—
Come

“I will take you for better or worse, my love,
I'll take you for woe or weal;

You shall grace with your presence my well-filled- board,
And make a substantial meal.

“And whatever is mine shall be yours, sweet heart,
For you will be part of me;

When the Lamb lieth down with the Wolf outside,
Those twain are one flesh, you see.

“I will merge you, beloved, to have and hold,
In loving copartnership,

And, for once in a way, | will guarantee
No slip 'twixt the cup and lip.

“I will furnish the water (you’ll do the rest)
When you are my blushing bride,

And I've taken my Lamb in out of the cold—
I've plenty of room inside.

“l have great capacity, which is the same
As genius, you know, m?/ soul;

Tho' the demagogues howl that capacity
Is much the same as a hole.

“If you'll rest in my yearning and hungry atom—
I should say, my love-torn heart,

I will temper the wind till it’s real hot air,
And vow we shall never part.”

Said the Harriman-Wolf to the Public Lamb,
“Be mine; you will find me true.
If you'll only have faith in your Wolfy fond,
He won’t do a thing twou.”
. B. P. FRENCH, U. S. A.

not until he is well acquainted with the new
tenant of the room where Hope lived and sang—
Old Age, perhaps, or Prosperity. Sometimes it
is Disappointment.

Whoever now dwells there induces the man
to buy an insidious narcotic, at a dear price.
That narcotic is conceit, and its price is a dwarf-
ing soul. When the drug has finished its numb-
ing work, the man’s friends speak of him aside
and say, “Poor fellow, he is done for!" and they
fall away from him, for the man is dead. He
wonders why his joy in life is gone; but, stupid
with the drug, he does not know that .when he
buried his message he was conducting his own
funeral.

X at w

It would be unfair, perhaps, not to say that
many people who do not carry a message, are
themselves one. They may be a message of

© this trait proceeded from genuine good will

toward his fellowmen; but recent events have
convinced me that an unhappy combination of
egotism and thick skin must be blamed for it.
However that may be, it gives me some satis-
faction to say that I do not now intend to vote
for him even if I should get the chance. He has
lately showed an unkind, even a cruel disposi-
tion which nothing, | think, could explain away.
The President and Mr. Edward H. Harriman,
the railroad king, have just been having a war
of letters on in the public prints. Many un-
favorable inferences have been drawn by the
newspapers, about which | have nothing to say.
But | happen to be aware that two men, Mr.
William D. Haywood and Mr. Charles H. Moyer,
have been, since the 17th of February, 1906, lan-
guishing in various jails in the state of Idaho,
being held there upon the charge of murdering a
former governor of that state. The murder was

amiability, of physical perfection, of sweet guile- | committed when these two men were admitted-

lessness, even of neatness in dress.

I am thinking now of those men who are filled
to bursting with what’is to them a great idea,
and are drawn irresistibly to mankind that they
may ‘'empty themselves of their swelling
thoughts.  No cloud ever gathered moisture
more automatically or poured its burden forth
in raindrops more naturally than does the genu-
ine reformer who gathers his panacea, from the
Lord knows where, and discharges it upon what
seems to him a parching world.

< It at

| think, too, that an old standard of art in
dress will partly explain the attractiveness of the
man with a message. In an artistic gown, it is
said, every part, trimmings, buttons, everything
“must serve, or seem to serve, some useful pur-
pose.” We all stand aside for the man bent on
an errand, and are fascinated by one who serves,
or even seems to serve, some useful purpose.
Watch the idle men standing near the gardener
who is loosening the mould in the flower-bed
in the park. When 1 pass him, soiled and per-
spiring and odorous as he is, | have to remember
that perfect ladies are not supposed to loiter on
the streets, or | should stop too. We all “like
to watch the thing go on,” as Sam Foss says.

The man with a message is moving, He is
going somewhere, even though he may never
arrive; he serves some useful purpose, even
though he may toil amiss. Learning, culture,
wealth alone, never moved the world an inch.
The gardener in the tulip-bed does more. Here
Is life, movement, something iiresistible, a mis-
sion, a message, a revelation which we have
awaited.

H K H

Is the message a false one? To us, perhaps;
but it fills someone else’s. need, and the man who
bears it is honest, so we love him for that. Our
messenger is on the way, too, and we speed our
neighbors that he may speed ours.

But when all is done it is the messenger him-
self, whether he comes to us or to another, who
is his own best message. He is life and hope
incarnate, and men who are really alive and have
not the poison of conceit in their veins, when
they behold him, rejoice and are glad.

And some | Iv in their homes in the state of Colorado, but

warning—but Iet_they areaopusehiPt. cAgsRIring

tte_ﬂrojq_qre the
that they were arrested at their homes in Febru-
ary of last year upon, requisition papers secret-
ly applied for by the governor of Idaho, and
secretly granted by the governor of Colorado;
put upon a special train, being given no time
to obtain counsel or take the first steps to de-
fend themselves, and were rushed through to
an ldaho prison on a train which made no stops
except at water-tanks.

These were men against whom no word of
scandal had ever been spoken. But they had
powerful enemies—the members of the Mine and
Smelter Trust and their sympathizers, including,
it appears, Mr. Roosevelt himself. They hated
Moyer and Haywood because these men were of-
ficials of the Western Federation of Miners, who
had organized the workers to such an extent that
they were not quite the dumb driven beasts
Whiﬁh the Mine and Smelter Trust liked to deal
with.

Now, Mr. Roosevelt, not thinking any pie can
be good unless it has his finger in it, has not only
interfered in the matter—in behalf of the Mine
and Smelter Trust, of course—by sending Mr.
Taft to Idaho last fall to save the state for the
officials then in power, and in other ways, but
he has had the effrontery, and cruelty, and bad
judgment to refer to these men by name unfavor-
ably, in the correspondence above referred to, to
wit: In a long letter written to Representative
James S. Sherman on October 8, 1906. And he
has dragged their names in wantonly and gra-
tuitously, and prejudged them while they are
awating trial for their lives.

In the letter referred to, after speaking of a
statement supposed to have been made by Mr.
Harriman, he says:

“It shows a cynicism and deep-seated corrup-
tion which makes the man uttering such senti-
ments, and boasting, no matter how falsely, of
his power to perform such crimes, at least as
undesirable a citizen as Debs, or Moyer or Hay-
wood.”

Personally 1 know little of the character of
Eugene V. Debs, though | have no reason to be-
lieve he would steal a whole railroad; and I re-
member to his credit that he has disagreed pub-
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licly with a former President of the United States
as to some matters connected with the Chicago
railroad strike in 1893.

As to the other gentlemen, | have stated the
unfortunate position in which they are and were
at the time the President wrote his now famous
letter. They are presumed to be innocent, and
whatever Mr. Roosevelt’s private opinion is, it
Is not worthy of the hero which he blushingly
admits himself to be, to kick men who are down.
The respect | had for Mr. Roosevelt is gone.
| believe him to be at heart unsympathetic, and

bigoted and cruel, and | do not like that kind of
a man.

Let’s Haye Peace.

Let's have peace!
Yelled “Andy” and his gang,
Till all the country rang,
And even the children sang,
“Let's have peace!” [
But Teddy whispered, “Bang!”

Let’'s have peace!

The only righteous stuff;

But Potter took a huff

When Dix called loud the bluff.
Let's have peace!

Cried Teddy, “That’s enough!”

Let’s have peace! )
But Maxwell clinched with Stead,
And “Andy’ raised Old Ned
For what Professor Hugo said.
Let’'s have peace!
“l told you s0,” quoth Ted.

Let’'s have peace!
Build _ug a navy grand,
And fI? t on sea and land,
Till all the world is spanned
With battle, blood, and brand.
Let’'s have peacel
Said Teddy, “Here’s my hand!
You quarrel to create i,
You ftight to propagate it,
| strongly advocate it,
Let’s have peace!”

JOHN B. OPDYCKE.

The Pious at the Peace Congress.

MWiULcr<<b | bear?* sai~Mes-"N -
Sergeant said. o ) ‘
“It sounds like Jeff a-poundin’ Fitz.,” said Fftee-oTy-PaTa/le.
“That’s where you're off, away 'way off,” the Color

Sergeant said. . . .
“It ain't a scrap like Fitzy fights with knuckles bare
and fists.

But just a word-match, like ye find among philanthro-

ISts, . . .
It's E’eace Commissioner Billy Stead a-damnin’ Metho-
ists.”

“l thought | heard a fearful cry,” said Files-on-Parade.
“I heard it too—it sounded fine!-" the Color Sergeant

said.
“HasF> Injduns scalped some baby boy?” said Files-on-
arade,
“Stop askin’ foolish questions, you,” the Color Ser-
geant said. ] . . )
“Thim friends of Misther Carnegie’s got in_another mix,
They're at each other, hammers, tongs, knives, scizzors,
. clubs, an’ picks; . ] ]
"Tis Bishop Potter larrupin’ our old friend Doctor Dix.”
—John Kendrick Bangs.

The Rev. Dr. I. D. Driver of Oregon is allow-
ing his press agent to circulate the following
statement, which we find in the Portland Even-
ing Telegram of April 10 under the signature of
W. P. Strandborg:

“Dr. Driver bears the unique reputation of bein?

only man that ever lowered the colors of Ingersol
Freethinker and Agnostic.

the
the
€ ! In a debate at Eugene some
thirty years ago, Driver comPIeter worsted the_silver-
tonglied orator from the East. Ingersoll, sometime af-
terward in an address before a society of Freethinkers
in Chicago, said that he had never had such_a time
in all his life as he had had out on the Coast in a de-
bate with a ‘damned old Methodist circuit-rider, mean-
ing_Driver. . )

The news of Ingersoll’s undoing spread so rapidly
throughout the East that he felt called upon to deny
ever having met Dr. Driver upon the forensic platform,
and he issued a 5|?_ned statement to that effect, but
he, was given the Tie so readily that his attitude in
this matter was one of the blights on the character
of the great Agnostic.”

Whence arose this tradition that Ingersoll de-
bated with Driver at Eugene City and was van-
quished? Did it originate with Dr. Driver him-
self, and will he make affidavit that it has any
foundation in fact? If the debate took place in
Eugene there are persons there who will remem-
ber it, though it Is thirty years ago. The story
may be safely dismissed, like certain pnous
frauds in the scriptures as “an unhistorical
product of abstract reflection.”
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Getting After Evangelist Torrey in
Montreal.

Having heard SO much about Dr. Torrey’s
methods iii Other places, | have been studying
Avar tactics in advance. | wrote to him as well
as to the committee who invited him here t6
the effect that if he preached against vice and
succeeded in reforming any dftihkards, gamblers,
or criminals, no one Would rejoice more than
myself; at the same time if he attacked the moral
character of men whose memory was sacred to
me such as Ingersoll, Paine and Voltaire, |
would consider it my duty to hit back-.

| followed his lectures day and night for ten
days, like a cat watching a rat hole, and at last
| got him. In an unguarded moment he made a
challenge, which he said he made in all places
where he lectured, and no one ever took it up.
He wanted anyone to point out any moral pre-
cept n'ot found in the Bible. | immediately
sprang to my feet and asked him to please re-
peat his challenge, which he did, and then my
legal rights were secured and | cornered him.
| told him there was no precept in the law of
Moses teaching parents their duty to their chil-
dren. 1 told him that one. of the ten command-
ments told children to honor their parents, which
of course was right, but that the more impor-
tant duty of parents to their children was abso-
lutely missing. | reminded him also of the
command of Moses to slaughter men, women,
and children, and this was a libel on God. He
made also the statement that unbelievers were
either living in open sin or living in wilful pride.
At the end of the service, | immediately marched
up to the platform and told him that though I
was a pagan, | was all my life fighting against
gamblin% and drunkenness, and that the hardest
cases | had to deal with were church members

who played whiskey poker till two o’clock Sun-.

day morning and then went to church to
gather the collection. This was an actual fact.
Thg irnlpident caused an immense sensatiq4n.
exactly as it is printed in- fusJmnkr b
\Aetety .

As his lectures on “Why He Believes the
Bible,” have been given in the afternoons from
Monday to Thursday, when very few attended,
no local newspaper has taken anK notice of the
ectures. | have, "however, given him some p'rob-
ems, a copy of which | herewith enclose These
problems were submitted to the local newspapers
and the editors sent them to him to reply to
before printing them. 1 also gave him a copy
so as to make sure that there would be no mis-
take about it. He has so far replied to noth-
.ing, even when | attacked him in the church
in resronse to his challenge. Yet, .notwithstand-
ing all that, the following bravado appears in
the Gazette this morning:

“ T have yet to find the first sincere doubter,
the first sincere agnostic, the first sincere atheist,
the first spiritualist, who really wanted to know
the truth, that | could not show the way to find
it” So declared Dr. Torrey last night, without
eliciting, however, the immediate inquiries of
anzJ local philosophers in the audience.”

nfortunately 1 was absent when that chal-
lenge was made. As | have sat for ten days in
the same place, where we both kept a close
watch on each other, he evidently took advan-
tage of my absence. This morning, however,
| immediately went up to the Windsor where
the professed representative of Him who had no
place to lay his head is living in gorgeous luxury.
| went" for the purpose of personally challen?-
ing him to repeat his challenge when 1 should
be present. He sent word that he had too many
engagements. | then telephoned to him wnd had
a long conversation with him, by that method,
I challenged him to repeat his challenge and |
promised him a new audience which needed con-
version very badly, but he said he could not go
over the same ground again. _

Our last resource, therefore, is to attack him
through the Freethought papers and sell these
papers to those who wish to hear the other side.

Some Problems for Dr. Torrey.

To the Editor—Sir: It is really refreshing
to find in this age, .a man of Dr. Torrey’s learn-
ing and ability who is willing to face some of
the elementary Bible problems that other critics

have given dp in despair long ago. Now | am
going to give the learned doctor a few vety
simple Bible problems, and if he will éolVte theffi
I will go up to the penitent fof-ffi aftd give tip
my paganism, and cohi'e back to Christianity.
Dr. Tofrfey is willing to stand or fall by the in-
errancy of the Bible. Now then for the prob-
lems. Let us start with the simple axidffi that
it is possible for two coOhtfadictoty accOunts 'df
the same event to be both wfohg, but it is im-
possible for both t6 bé correct. Two genealo-
gies of Jesuis are given—one in Matthew and one
In Luke, and the one is entirely different from
the other. How can both be correct? If Jesus
had no earthly father how did he have any
genealogy? The wording of the tablet put up
above Jesus’ head at the cross is entirely differ-
ent in the four gospels. How can the whole four
be correct, when they are entirely different?
The account of the visit to the grave is entirely
different in the four gospels, In one case, two
of the gospels state that the women saw two
angels at the grave, and two Other of the gospels
state that they only saw one angel-.

The same discrepancy runs through the four
gospels when the same event is recorded in tnOfe
than one. In one case 6né man is cUred who
was possessed of the devil, and another gospel
says there were two. In the Old Testament
we are told in.one place that God tempted
David to number Israel, and another account
says that the Devil tempted David to number
Israel. Which is the correct account? The
ethical teachings of the Bible will be dealt with
later as Dr. Torrey proceeds with his reasons
for believing the Bible to be the inspired word

of God. NORMAN MURRAY.
Montreal, Canada.

Odd Things in New York.

A lawyer making a long speech in a great mur-
der trial for $25,000 more or less. It's hard to
tell IhE_"~?7~igymen applauding Editor Stead
rot -worth a damn |’

Mr. Carnegie inviting strike leaders and labor
men to his house—and only a short time ago he
said they should be arrested, jailed and shot!

Mr. Belmont says we are too C!orosperous. Lets
see. Ten percent of all that die in New York
city are buried in the Potter’s field!
much properity?

Thousands of men and women on starvation
wages; hundreds idle; women doing men’s work
for half wages.

Millionaires and church-members that employ
thousands of women in department stores at $6
and $7 a week—and the social evil grows! Are
we too prosperous? Rich church-members and
hyJIJ_ocrites go hand in hand. _

he state legislature passing the'police bill. If
that $82,000 had reached those honest men the
bill would never have been passed. Is there" any
thing in this City free from graft?
~ The Young Men’s Christian Associagion teach-
ing drummers how to smile and tell Mre truth—
good, good. If they can make men tell the truth,
never mind about the smile.

A woman reads a paper at the woman’s club
on morality, and tells us that in heathen
countries, where the people go naked and are
accustomed to look at all the human body per-
fectly nude, they are more moral than we. are!

The President of the United States and a Rail-
road man with the gloves on, still at it in the
ring! JOHN H- SMITH.

Is this too

The April Uonist contains a criticism of
Christian Science, by Henry White, which is Well
mand strongly put, and is much more convincing
than Mr. Carus’s editorial in the same number.
Writing to Mr. White commending the article,
Gen. William Birney adds these judicial reflec-
tions: “It looks now as if Christian Science
would not be able to hold its own much longer.
The lawsuit will, 1 think, do it more damage
than any reasoning. That will take off the
glamour. Dowie prosperous had accessions;
Dowie bankrupt logf fojlawgrs, So goes, the
world.”



Minor Editorial

The fights in Philadelphia churches
over collections, in which the vestrymen,
wardens, ahu ugtiéts burilmeied one an-
other, evfen th'e Vector being in one case
badly shaken up, shows that the veneer
of Christian love is quickly peeled off
when the elemental passions are
aroused. Apparently these passions are
the same that come to the surface when
differences arise among the ungodly who
shoot craps.

The American Baptist Missionary
Union, with headquarters in Boston, has
received $125,000 from John D. Hocke
feller, attd ah additional gift of $75,000
awaits the call of the treasurer. The
niOnfey is to be used irt substituting the
Christian supferstitioh fOr the particular
superstitions Of the héathén against
whom thé Missionary Union Operates, and
is provided ‘by the consumers of kero
sehé bit

The skfeietohs Of several gigantic pre
historic animals have Been unearthed in
the Quarries of thé 'American Lime and
Stone Company along the line of the
Pennsylvania Railroad just east Of Hol-
lidaysburg, Pa. The bones are thought
to have been deposited' there twenty-
thousand years ago, the animals being
among those which Adam came too laté
to name. The discovery is of importance
to sciencé, biit not to religion.

The girls and hoys of the High Schoo’
in Danbury, Conn., played football any
basketball and made fancy articles to sell
that they might purchase statues of “Th<
Discus Thrower” and “Apollo” to grac
their assembly room. Two members o’
the school board have given the young

In iudecency, or

SImmadsst g unseemiy;, and, thafher Tyl ot

persoils that if ah immodest thought can
be made to grow where there was none
before, the principles of morality have
been materially advanced.

Waiting from Egypt, a correspondent
of the London Tablet tells how a Ger
man lady there paid a considerable sum
for the mummy of a sacred cat of great
antiquity, and with the curiosity of her
sex examined her prize, and even picked
a hole in it. “Then, encouraged by what
she saw, she proceeded to pull it open,
and found the sacred object to be stuffed
with a copy of the Daily Mail.” That
mummy much resembles a certain sacred
book for which vast antiquity is claimed
Opening up this book the critics find it
stuffed with matter much more modern
than the date to which the mummied
writings are assigned.

The Italian government, having more
funds than it knows what to do with, hat-
given the pope $600,000 in cash and a
million in government stock, “represent
ing property seized on the sequestration
of certain religious houses in 1879.” This-
is a straight-out gift of the people’s
money to the church; for unless some ar
rangement subsisted in Italy different
from other church-and-state countries
the churches and all property controlled
by them was public property in 1879
The money thus diverted has come from
the tax on wheat which causes bread
riots among the starving population of
Italy.

The French clergy are bo be relegated
to the rear in this year’s celebration &
Orleans of the fete-day, April 29, of Joan
of Arc, the maid of that ilk. The mili-
tary will take leading place, and the
priests in their vestments may fall in
behind if they wish. Joan conducted the
battle in which the English were de-
feated In 1429 and the Dbeleaguered city
of Orleans relieved. The priests of Paris
condemned her as a witch, and she was
burned as such, "with every circumstance
of indignity and cruelty,” May 30, 1431

The Truth Seeker. —

Note and Comment.

As successors to her murderers, the
French priests should be satisfied with a
back seat at the celebration of her fete
day.

A young man who committed suicide in
the Broadway Central Hotel because he
had lost all his money on the races left
a letter to a woman in which he stated
that he was going to God, who would for-
give him, and that in heaven he would
love her as he had on earth. On the ac-
cepted theory that suicide arises from
unbelief, it is not explainable why this
young man (now with God) should have
destroyed himself.

The Art Students* League, whose cata-
logue was Seized last year by Anthony
Comstock, had its reveiige this year at
the auction sale of “‘fake” pictures. The
auctioneer was made up to Wonderfully
resemble the only original Anthony, and
sold fake nudes and other examples of
outrages on art. The audience enjoyed
the take-off and contributed generously
toward the education of indigent art Stu-
dents of promise.

The Rev. Morgan Dix, rector of Trin-
ity parish, in this town, has do hope of
life separated from “the ancient, hon-
orable, and necessary art of war.” With-
out the army, he believes, as he stated to
the Loyal Legion of the United States,
the community would be in a state of
riot inside a month. And all this in a
Christian nation after the reign for two
thousand years of the prince of peace.
Dr. Dix may have as small faith in the
restraining influence of religion aS his
remarks indicate, but the world has more
faith than that in the common sense of
humanity.
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By JOHN E.

REMSBURG

A Book that Every American Freethinker will Delight
to Own.

was enough of the Virgin's milk in ex-
istence at the time he wrote to start a
dairy. Some of the grossness of the relic
business has been dropped since then,
but none of its superstition.

“Let no motive, social, financial, or po-
litical, lead you to fling your children
into the jaws of Infidelity and Atheism.”
In such language does the Catholic Arch-
bishop Farley of the New York diocese
warn the Daughters of Faith against al-
lowing their offspring to attend Protest-
ant schools. All Catholic children, the
archbishop decides, must be sent to Cath-
olic schools. His admission that there is
“a constant and growing tendency among
parents to violate this most binding duty”
would show that everything is not smooth
sailing for the great Lying Church in its
piratical warfare on education.

The Bible Teachers’ Training School
has imported from Glasgow, Scotland, the
Rev. Dr. James Orr to lecture in the
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian church on
“The Virgin Birth of Christ,” a dogma

Were the American people asked to
name_the five great historic figures of
the first century of our national exist-
ence, the illustrious men who contrib-
uted most to build and glorify the United
States of America, the answer would be,
George Washington, Benjamin Franklin,
Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, and
Ulysses S. Grant. To this list of_immor-
tals posterity will add another—Thomae

Paine.

The church has claimed the adherence
of nearly all great men. And yet the
great men of all nations have, Tor the
most part, re{ect_ed Christianity.  Of
these six great historic Americans, not
one was a Christian. All were unbeliev-
ers—all Freethinkers.

| For thirty years Mr. Remsburg has
| been collecting evidences of the disbe-
lief of these great men. Much of it has
| been ublished in books and pamphlets.
| All of this evidence is now published in
one large volume under the title, “Six
Historic’ Americans: Paine, Jefferson,
Washington, Franklin, Lincoln and Grant,
| the Fathers and Saviors of Our Repub-
lic, Freethinkers." The preparation and
ublication of the work was urged b
| Colonel Ingersoll before his death and it
| contains his written indorsement.

' The work consists of two parts,

Dr. James Edward Le ROSSignOl, prOfeS- | that has been getting some hard knocks | “The Fathers of Our RepUb“C,” and “The

000X Socialism”, that “opposed to the

fact of inequality and aristocracy is the | giner children were divine, saying that

idea of equality and brotherhood, large- | ;¢ they were not it must have been hard

ly derived from Christianity.” If Dr. Le |
Rossignol knows the derivation of equal-
ly and brotherhood to be from Christian- |
ity, he should be preaching instead of
lecturing on economics. He could in-
struct the pope and his hierarchy, who |

km «noktenfltlea»Or»

how to answer objections.
1155 a -woman "Iim  mw'taeVbfer

on the younger children to know that
they were inferior to the firstborn. Dr.
Orr side-stepped the inquiry, Another
inquirer wanted to know if by “false min-
isters” St. Paul meant the higher critics.
Dr. Orr

At one meet-

Paing’s religious views, M% B.ﬂnshurg
establishes the negative ot the o owmgﬁ.

Was Paine an Atheist? (2) Washe
a Christian? (32 Did he recant? Page
after page of the most radical Free-

thought sentiments are cul’ed from the
corresPondence and other writings of
Franklin and Jefferson, which show that
these men were as_ pronounced in their
rejection of Christianity as Paine and
Ingersoll. That Washington was not a

did not commit himself, and he

practice an opposite principle, together
with all Christian sovereigns and the
nobility, and the body of the Christian
ohurch so far as heathen and depressed
I peoples are concerned.

London theologians, including Father
Bernard Vaughan and Archdeacon Sin-
| clair, are bewailing what they call the
 “degeneracy” of English women. One
thing is certain, declares Priest Vaughan:
“Women are daily becoming not only
less religious, but more unreligious. The
danger is that owing to the entente cor-
diale they may become like some of the
French sisters, irreligious.” Are the
English women waking up? When the
subordinate position that religion gives
to woman is remembered, with the fact
that she has never enjoyed any rights
not won in opposition to the church, the
wonder is that she should ever have had
any use for religion.
It is designed that the heir to the
throne of Spain shall be born in the
midst of all the appurtenances of super-
stition. In preparation for the queen’s
accouchement the Holy Girdle from the
Cathedral of Tortosa has been brought to
Madrid and placed in her apartments, to
be given to the mother and kissed by her
at the critical moment of childbirth,
thereby procuring safe delivery—if no
malign influence intervenes. The source
of this relic is not named in the news-
paper dispatches. It may perhaps be re-
garded as the one worn by the Virgin
Mary, but if so it has been invented since
Calvin wrote his “Treatise on Relics, as
he does not name it -in the list of articles
which the Catholic church was in his day
using as relics of the Virgin to deceive
the multitude. Calvin said that there

| refused
the question, “If we are not sons of God,
what are we?” Thus were Bible Teach-
ers shown how to deal with skepticism.
The only justification of the belief in the
virgin birth is the fact that it has been
approved by some of the learned persons
of the past who also believed in demons
and witches.

The New York Sun’'s Man About Town

[ has the following reminiscence and reflec-

tions: “The raising of flags on the City
Hall recently in celebration of the 100th
anniversary of the appointment of a com-
mission to lay out streets above Houston
recalls the fact that part of the ouilding
in which the commisson had offices is
still standing at the northeast corner of
Bleecker and Christopher streets and is
used as a butcher shop. This was the
commission that got itself into hot water
by naming a street Reason. Thomas
Paine lived in the neighborhood, just
around the corner from the commission’s
offices, ov the site of the present 59 Grove
street, and the commission wanted to do
him honor. To name a street directly
for him was out of the question, so, by
a happy thought. Reason was selected, af-
ter his ‘Age of Reason,” which was then
attracting much attention. This thinly
veiled compliment was detected and the
hubbub which followed resulted in a
change to ‘Raison.” Even this would not
do; the people would have neither Rea-
son nor Raison, so it was called Barrow,
as it is to-day.” Paris has done better
than New York by Paine in the matter
of eponymies (if that is the word). It
has a street called Droits de I'Homme,
Rights of Man.

to launch into a discussion of

America.
said:

church communicant, nor even a believer
hi Christianity, is affirmed or admitted
by more than  a score of witnesses, one-
half of them eminent clergymen, includ-
ing the pastors of the churches which
he and his wife attended. In support
of Lincoln’s infidelity, Mr. Remsburg has
| collected the testimony of more than 100
witnesses These. withesses include Mr.
| Lincoln’s wife; his three law partners,
Major Stuart, Judge Logan and W- H.
Herndon; his private secretaries. Colonel
Nicolay and_Colonel Ha}s; his executor
after death. Judge David Davis; many of
his biographers, “including his companion
and confidant, Colonel Lamon; his polit-
ical advisers, Colonel Matheny, Jesse W.
Fell, and Dr. Jayne; members of his
cabinet, and scores more of his most in-
timate friends and associates.

The  refutation. of Grant's alleged
Christian  belief is complete, and the
proofs of his unbelief are full and con-
vincing.

Mr. Remsburg needs no introduction
to Freethought readers. His writings
are to be found on every continent. Mrs.
Gen. A._ W. Noble, a graduate of Vassar,
and a Christian, says: “Mr. Remsbur
has written some Of the best Englis
that has been written since Macaulay’s
time.” Eugene V. Debs declares him to
be the ablest .living controversialist in
Long ago Colonel Ingersoll
“Mr. Remsburg has done splendid

*Remsburg’s labors in opposition to

work all over this country. . He is an ab-
solutely fearless man and tells really and
truly what his mind produces.” A’little
while before he died, alluding to Mr.
riest-
craft, he said: “He is doing the best work
of all. He goes at them with facts.”
The book contains about 550 pages. It
has portraits of Paine, Jefferson,” Wash-
ington, Franklin, Lincoln and Grant. It
is printed in large clear type, on heavy
gzi\%%r, and handsomely bound. Price,
.25. K
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THE TRUTH SEEKER
COLLECTION

OF

FORMS AND CEREMONIES FOR
THE USE OF LIBERALS

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED

CONTENTS:
Forms for Organization,
Articles of Association,
Demands of Liberalism,
Thirteen Principles,
invocations,
Marriage Services,
The Naming of Infants,
Funeral Services,

Funeral Services, Spiritualistic,
Obituary Notices,
Thoughts on Life and Death,
Epitaphs,
Sentiments and Toasts,
How to Get up a Lecture,
Freethought Readings.

While this Is the title of a book for
merly Issued, the present edition Is prac-
tically a new work. We have prepared
it to meet the demand for something
which shall aid Liberals, on all occa-
sions, to do the proper thing, and partlcu
larly to provide funeral forms, so that
Liberals and Spiritualists may conduct
these sad ceremonies without the assist-
ance of Weually trained speakers and
writers. e have omitted from this vol-
ume the bulky collection of hymns, since
better ones, set to music, can be had In
the "Cosmlan Hymn Book,” and have ad-
ded a great deal from the best literature
of Freethought on the subject of death,
with several forms and addresses which
have been used with much satisfaction.

PRICE.................. 25 CENTS.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,
62 Vesey Street, New York City

Thp Pripct. thp WftmQn

The Confessions of Mothers» Sisters

and Brothers
Over Forty Thousand Already sold.

BY FATHER CHINIQUY.
Author of “Fifty Years in the. Church of Rome.”

The work is conceded b%/ the pulpit and press
of the country to be the best authority upon the
confessional. ~ Its author has done good service
In the cause of Protestantism, and he speaks from
a personal experience in the workings of the Ro-
man Catholic Church, where he held high position

CONTENTS.

I. The Struggle Before the Surrender of Wom-
anIY Self-respect in the Confessional.

I1. Auricular Confession is a deep pit of perdition
for the priest.

I11. The Confession is the Modem Sodom.

IV. How the vow of celibacy is made easy by
Auricular Confession.

V. The Highly-educated and refined woman In the
Confessional—What becomes of her after her nn-
conditional surrender—Her irreparable ruin.

VI. Auricular Confession destroys all the sacred
ties of marriage and human society.

VII. Should ~ Auricular Confession be tolerated
among civilized nations?

VIIl. Does Auricular Confession bring peace to
the soul?

IX. The Dogma of Auricular Confession a sac-

rilg(qious imposture. X .
. Some of the matters on which the priest of
Rome must question his penitents.

Sent to any address 1! I'1r1

on receipt of price, ¢ | .UU

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER

Self-Contradictions of

the Bible.

144 Propositions embodying the most pa>
pahle and striking self-contradic-
tions of the Bible. With
a Summary.

COMPILED BY W. H. BURR.

Paper, 15 cents.
ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER.
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Letters of Friends.

Readers desirous of communicating
with the writers of the letters in this de-
f?artment may address them in care of

he Truth Seeker, 62 Vesey Street, New
York, N. Y., and the letters will be read-
dressed and forwarded.

QUALIFIED APPROVAL.
From Grace Macdonald, Montclair, N. J.
Dear Eugene: Your editorial on
woman suffrage agrees with my ideas
exactly. You should have quoted more
of my letter in the Sun. One paragraph
does not do me justice. You will see by
taking the entire letter that my opinion
is the same as yours. The “wish” for
industrial rights started women to work-
ing for them; their ability and talent
gained for them such rights. And | said
in that letter that “all men are not
identified with these great industries,
nor are all men capable of managing
railroads,” etc. That naturally meant
the truckman in the street. It was un-
derstood that only men or women who
had ability would wish or care for such
positions. When a youth leaving high
school wishes to become a physician
lawyer, or civil engineer he goes to such
a school or enters such an office as will
fit him for his chosen profession. It :s
understood that his ability and talent and
industry are necessary to procure his
wish. Women have been subdued and
suppressed for so many generations that
it is really surprising that they have
reached the present industrial state, and
have shown ability and talent for the dif-
ferent kinds of industries they now oc-
cupy. With political rights gained they
will make greater progress towards
equality with man. Justice is what we
want. ,
You are all right, Eugene, and I am

terial for an editorial article.

APPEARS TO BE SERIOUS.
.From F. D. Cummings, Maine.

To the Editor of the Truth Seeker: |
have just read the article on “The Pon- |
derable Soul” appearing in your issue of
April 13.

The author of the article appears to
be serious, and this fact keeps me iron
expressing the amusement which | must
confess | feel. According to this gen-
tleman, the loss in weight of the human
body (or the body of an animal) of one
to one and one half ounces at death in-
dicates two things, namely: That the
soul weighs that amount, and that there
is an equal diminution of the ponderable
matter of the planet.

Yes, but only think of what a loss there
is when a fat man gets lean!

The rapidity with which the human
body loses weight under particularly
trying circumstances is a matter of com-
mon knowledge. | can not think that
the trifling loss of weight at death is
other than a natural result of cessation
of life.

I sympathize with the man who desires
to find proof of life beyond the grave, but
such desire should not lead us to accept
desire for fact, or the most flimsy evi-

| dence, as it seems to me is offered in
this case, as proof positive.

SCORE ONE FOR "SCIENCE.”
From Geo. C. Bartlett, Connecticut.
Dear Editor: | think the reason that
Christian Science has had such a remark-
able following is because-a great multi-
. tude of people in the Orthodox churches

REVELATION AND THE PLAN | became convinced of the falsity of the

OF SALVATION.
By Gen. William Birney.

General Birney la one of the ablest and s rltgh
eetur
which was deliveréd before the Washington
Secular league, is a good one to hand to friends

lieat writers among Liberals, and his

Price, 5 cents.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO
62 Vesey Street, New York.

creeds and dogmas of-their Church; they
saw the ludicrousness of a God giving
birth to millions of people, then repent-
ing of his mistake, and drowning them
like rats; later creating another human
family, the father of which was a notori-
ous drunkard—the very worst kind of
heredity—another mistake! and then be-
came so angry with his wicked children

that he built a furnace of fire in Hades
to burn, forever, the majority of them.
Later the Holy Ghost became the Father
of a beautiful baby boy, whom God
claimed as his only son, and foreordain-
ed (to save a few) that he should be
killed as a sacrifice—murdered most
cruelly, dying by inches while being ridi-
culed, spit upon, nails driven through his
flesh- to pin him to the cross—what a
horrible myth—why should the innocent
animals have been drowned—all but
the fishes?

Christian Science, with one sweep of
the sponge, wiped out hell, and an angry
God forever, told the people that salva-
tion was universal, that there was no
such thing as sin. If Christian Science is
false and mythical, it is at least cheer-
ful, and a relief from the former horrible
delusion.

THE DEVIL AND THE SKY-PILOT.
From Sam Larson, Alberta, Can.

Editor Truth Seeker: As | never see
anything in your columns from this part
of the Dominion, perhaps it would inter-
est you to hear from at least one who
appreciates your valuable paper and to
receive a convert’s thanks.

We have had a noted revivalist from
some Eastern city who has been preach-
ing repentance and redemption for two
weeks, and the way he has been sprink-
ling hellfire and heavenly happiness
amongst the combined forces of Baptists
and Methodists and backsliders in gen-
eral would make the devil hit the high
spots on the way back to the kingdom
where he reigns supreme, without inter-
ference from sky-pilots and hypocrites,
and | don't suppose I'll ever have the
pleasure of meeting him in this town
again, especially now since the Lord’s
day alliance act is law and enforced.
of these appointed and" oixiainecT répre"
seniauves 0T LLe “ueavemy—KLIOUALL
about trying to tear down the teachings
of men like Paine, Ingersoll, Darwin, and
all true champions of liberty, truth, and
justice. 1 do not think it could be possi-
ble if people’s minds were not poisoned
from early childhood through the teach;
ing of religion in the public schools and
the Sunday school.

Five years ago, while I Was in the min-
ing camps of British Columbia, an or-
ganizer of the Lord’s Day Alliance was
making the rounds of that province. |
came to the conclusion- there was some-
thing rotten about religion and later on,
after reading The Truth Seeker, handed
me by a friend, 1 was a free man; no
more four thousand years’ old supersti-
tion for me. | have read all the books |
received December last, and some of them
have gone the rounds amongst my
friends. Have only one word for them—
| “Great.” They are “Bible of Nature,”
“Age of Reason,” “Queen Mab,” “Satan’s
Power,” “Prose, Poems and Selections,”
by Ingersoll, not forgetting the grand old
Truth Seeker with all its contributors.

MONARCHY AND CAPITALISM.
From J. Mooney, Washington State.

Mr. Editor: Is it not grossly inconsis-
tent on the part of Freethinkers who In-
dorse Paine’s “Crisis,” and who yet op-
pose Socialism? Is not every statement
made therein against Monarchy as true
of Capitalism as of Monarchy? By sub-
stituting Capitalism for Monarchy, wage-
workers for colonists, etc., would not the
“Crisis” be a good Socialist book?

If the evidence is equally strong against
the Court as against the criminal—what
then? Should the criminal be buried
deeper in the dungeon than should be the
Court? If every charge brought against
Monarchy can be as reasonably brought
against Capitalism, where is your consist-
ency? Why should a political or an eco-
nomic lie be less offensive to a lover of
Truth than is a religious lie?

S1-1 e eFRe 1> X— 1—
several times since. By the

AN "ISM” DOFFED.
From Mrs. Clara M. Bisbee, Massachu-
setts.

Editor Macdonald—Dear Sir:  Will
you please, in the next issue of The
Truth Seeker (correspondents’ column),,
state that | have withdrawn, from the-
Association of Materialists, for the sim-
ple reason that, after laboring so many
years against the theological and phil-
osophic “isms,” it seems incongruous to
me to accept, as a finality, any so called
“scientific ism.”

My outlook now is materialistic, but I
prefer to pass simply as a “truth seeker;”
Kindly do justice to the forenamed asso-
ciation and myself by this announce-
ment, at an early, date, in your columns.

THE PARSON AND THE GIRL.
From Marshall Walker, Lancaster, Pa.
Editor Truth Seeker.—Dear Sir: | see

by March 30 Truth Seeker an account of
some of the antics in the West of the
Rev. O. C. Burt, of Chicago tand Newton,
Pa. About three years ago this rever-
end gentleman had a charge in Quarry-
ville, Lancaster county, near my home.
While ministering to his flock, he became
attached to one of his- pretty Sunday
school teachers, although at that time
he had a wife and several children with
him. He was so fascinated with her
that he had her almost persuaded to
elope with him, and go to Europe, but
in some way the girl’'s father got wise
and one night when he was calling on
the girl, her father pounced on the rev-
erend gentleman and gave him a good
sound thrashing in his own yard. This
made quite a stir in the quiet little vil-
lage for a time; the townspeople took
the matter up, and invited the minister
to leave the town forthwith. The congre-
gation met and unfrocked) their shep-
herd at once. He~LWnp~™oar+LLE
fime, but | have seen some a‘ccount of
*villay, | used
to associate with the young lady a good
deal 'myself and | always regarded her
as a pure, lovely girl. After this cantico
she joined the Mennonite Church, and
sank out of sight from the world. There
are others of the Burt stripe in this part
of the country who should be on the
roll in your book, “Crimes of Preachers.”

THAT DEBATE IN CONNECTICUT.
From Adam Abet, Bridgeport.
Dear Editor: Kindly put the inclosed
$5 against my subscription, as | do not

want to be found in arrears again.

While at it I may as well write a few
lines that might be of interest to you.
In the first place, |1 will mention that de-
bate between Mr. Custer and Evangelist
Marshall, which was a very one-sided af-
fair, the former doing the lion and the
latter not being equal to a mouse. At
the outset Mr. Marshall apologized at
great length for being there, and among
a lot of irrevelant talk stated that God
is glorified by the very weakness of his
advocates. Well, on this basis there was
plenty of glory for God. Mr. Custer
proved to be good enough to go after
some real game. At the conclusion of
the debate Mr. Marshall asked that all
who prefer to be Christians should rise
from their chairs, and out of an audi-
ence numbering more than two hundred,
only four stood up. | do not know wheth-
er or not they were~blushing. So you
see the church has not a hold of every-
body yet, although it manages the pub-
lic institutions all right.

That the children in public schools, be
they Infidels, Jews, or indifferent, are
made to say the Lord’'s prayer is no ex-
ception to .the general rule, but here 'is
a scheme that might be out of the or-
dinary. The library (supported by pub-
lic appropriation) had a notice out ask-
ing for suggestions on acquiring addition-
al books. | thought it timely to ask for
the works of Robert Ingersoll, giving as



reasons that he was one of the best
English writers of America; that his
books would be enjoyed by many, and
that the theological literature of the in-
stitution is one-sided and incomplete
without them. Now, although, and not-
withstanding, | have held a membership
card nigh on ten years, and also am a
direct “taxpayer,” my suggestion was not
even acknowledged, much less acted up
on.

A more pleasing bit of news might be
the fact that there, is a “Truth Seekers’
Assembly” in this town. At least | have
seen their meeting advertised, the lec
turer being Mrs. Hand. My better half
and her chum went to find out if W3
could be of any use there, but found no
meeting just then. A copy of Th?
Truth Seeker was left in the place, but
we have heard nothing from there yet,
did you? | will conclude by saying that
in this city, too, there were shed some
precious tears for H. O. Pentecost.

A HEW REMARKS.
From A. J. Speare, Missouri.

Mr. Editor: It is indeed an exceedingly
strange thing to me that so few of our
population are constant readers of divine
history, and the only reason | can ascribe
for this misfortune is the dry, ancient
style in which the same is written.

By a careful perusal of the first chap-
ter of Genesis we find that the world was
started with but one man, whose name
was Adam; that the creation of woman
was a second thought, and that under the
sacred light of the lamp of reason second
thoughts are best. By reason of the pre-
mature exhaustion of the original crea-
tive substance the woman was made
from one of the ribs of this one man, who
was first.hypnotized, and thereupon the
above rib was extricated from the lower

In this case courtship was dispenscu
with, and amid the fragrance of flowers
and the sweet melodies of the songbirds
they were quietly married about half-past
four in the evening, and went to house-
keeping in the Garden of Eden. A short
time after this the devil made his first
investment, on which there has been a
handsome dividend declared every year
since.

Things rocked along in this way for a
few months, when in the early part of Oc-
tober little Cain stepped from a Pullman-
palace reclining chair and dining car into
the grand central depot of human exist
ence. On this noted occasion, however,
no ceremonies out of the ordinary took
place. They didn’'t even have the band
out, and no one was there to meet him
except the father of the youth, the nurse,
and a certain Dr. Culp to whom our suc-
cessful practioner of. Thayer, Mo., by
the same name to this day traces his an-
cestral record. When proud Adam had
wrapped little Cain in a didy in order to
ascertain his exact weight (which was
customary in those days) it came to pass
that he tipped the beam at 125 pounds.
He talked fluently from birth, and the
doctor said he never had had a case that
got along so well.

How proud these young parents were of
this, the first son; but alas! Cain was a
murderer from the beginning. Not more
than an hour from his birth he looked in-
to the doctor’s face and offered to wager
his clothes on a game of seven-up, and
the nurse was compelled to slap him sev-
eral times while adjusting his clothes in
order to prevent him from Kkissing her.
Being unsuccessful in this line he began
to find fault with his new suit of clothes
and tried to induce the nurse to let him
put on a pair of the old man’s pants.

Cain was the first pugilist of which
history gives account, and when his
brother Abel came down the pike and
they became involved in pugilistic encoun-
ters it came to pass that Abel was quite,
unable to knock Caln out of the ring.
They would fight each other on their way
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to and from school, and cultivated their
combative forces until finally in an un-
guarded moment on the part of Abel, Cain
knocked him in the head with a stick of
stove wood, for which grave offence he
was placed on trial for his life, and in
the beginning made an affidavit and filed
a motion for a change of venue. This be-
ing a failure he tried to further delay mat-
ters by an attempt to put off the trial by
reason of the absence of an important
witness, all of which was refused and to
.which ruling and action of the court the
defendant then and there duly objected
and excépted at the time.

Having thus gone over the history of
creation so far, doubtless the reader has
concluded that the good Lord has lost
money on the human race ever since its
installation in the Garden of Eden, as well
as other acts in which the creator has
missed it; but when you get old and be-
come burdened with the ripe fruit of ex-
perience you will comprehend that the
Universe was launched into existence and
is being governed as well as you could
have done it yourself.

MRS. EDDY DEFENDED.
From V. O. Strickler, Christian Scientist.

To the Editor of Truth Seeker—Sir: It
is to be regretted that the gentleman who
wrote the article about the Salvation
Army, in The Truth Seeker of March 30,
should have seemingly gone out of his
way to say so many unkind things about
Rev. Mary Baker G. Eddy.

In spite of her advanced years, Mrs.
Eddy is engaged in the work of doing
good to others to the best of her ability.
There are hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple who hold her in affectionate regard
because of the practical good that has
come to them through her teachings. It

is obviously unkind to taunt any one
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improper for one who has never seen
Mrs. Eddy to state that she is “rapidly
approaching imbecility.”

The name of Truth Seeker indicates
that its purpose is to seek and to dissem-
inate truth, and yet it is permitted to
become an avenue for untrue statements
about Mrs. Eddy, to the effect that she
“is beginning to lay claim to the incar-
nation of the ‘Virgin Mary,”” and also,
“Mother Eddy—of the many aliases with
her millions of ducats ‘garnered’ in on
the O. P. M. principle,” etc.

Mrs. Eddy does not now claim, nor
has she ever claimed that she is the in-
carnation of the Virgin Mary; she has
not “many aliases,” and has never used
any name but her own; she has not “mil-
lions of ducats ‘garnered’ in on the O. P.
M. principle,” but upon the contrary, the
money or property she possesses has
come to her as the hard earnings of her
pen. Her sole income is derived from
her literary labors, and no fair-minded
person would dispute her right to this.
Other writers receive royalties upon their
books without question, and why should
any one question Mrs. Eddy’s right to the
same compensation?

Mrs. Eddy’s teachings appeal to a large
and ever growing body of people, who feel
that because of the good she has done
aud is now doing she should be respected
and not vilified.

REPLY TO AN EVASIVE ARGUMENT.
From Clarence C. Gates, Illinois.

“l say that the force of gravity ma}q_be
weakened by the medium through which
it passes.”—W. P. Lawrence, In Truth
Seeker (page 107), Feb. 16, 1907.

“By underlining the word ‘may,” and by
admitting that we do not understand why
gravitation is reduced by distance, |
thought | had precluded any charge of
advancing a theory of my own. | merely
stated it as a possibility that gravitation
might be reduced in that way, although
| do uot maintain for a moment that it
is so."—W. P. Lawrence, in Truth Seek-
er (page 202), March 30.

To the Editor: Is there a devil? If
there is, in the name of his hell, his an-

gels and the devil himself, what kind of
an argument is this anyway that W. P.
Lawrence wastes good Truth Seeker ink
and paper to palm off onto me? Is he
playing “goosey” with me? Does he con-
sider me a fool? If he does, then, for his
own self-respect, he should not conde-
scend to argue with a fool.

He promises not to do so any more.

But since | consider Mr. Lawrence any-
thing but a fool, and as an intelligent
man, worthy of much respect, | must an-
swer the strange argument he has made
in his last letter to the Truth Seeker.
If 1 find him dishonest in his argument,
he must, from now on, keep out of the
Truth Seeker any mention of my name
or my hypothesis, which he dishonestly
criticises, as | will show. The Editor, |
am sure, will approve the justice of this

| decision, since this hypothesis, as given

in The Truth Seeker, is as much reserved
against theft as any other property must
be.

Mr. Lawrence is dishonest in his ar-
gument for these reasons:

In Truth Seeker, Feb. 16, he says (in
reference to an article of mine, in Jan.
12 number, page 27, first 19 lines of next
to the last paragraph, first column of the
page): “There is one paragraph so glar-
ingly stupid that I must quote it fully.”
which he does, giving the 19 lines re-
ferred to above. In that paragraph |
proved by everlastingly certain ani com-
mon-sense premises and logic, that dis-
tance alone could not decrease attractive
force of gravitation, and that it should be
the same at infinity as at the surface of
the earth (given as an instance). What
follows? | left that to the reader to de-
termine then. Now | will give the de-
tails of the absolutely certain conclusion.

Attractive force does not and cannot

exist if no medium reduces it-
Mr —LAK—huX.
Teauceu.

| say it must be reduced it it exists at

all.

Mr. Lawrence says that | am “glaring
ly stupid” for not allowing that a medium
“may” reduce the attraction of gravita-
tion. | am more positive, for | say it
must be reduced by a medium, if it ex-
ists at all. Any sensible reader will see
that 1 had but this positive “must be re-
duced” as a "Hobson's choice,” if | had
accepted gravitation as an attraction or
pull. It is a Hobson choice to any other
man  The physicist says attraction is
not reduced by a medium, but by distance
alone. Who is right, the physicist or
myself? | will leave it to any intelligent
reader to decide.

But as to Mr. Lawrence, his argument
is anything but sincere, as proven by the
guotations given at the beginning of this
letter. If I am “glaringly stupid” to him,
Feb 16, what is he to me, March 30?

Mr. Lawrence’s logic, Feb. 16, “force
of gravity may be weakened (reduced)
by ®\e medium through which it passes.”

In reference to this statement, Mr.
Lawrence says, March 30, “I do not main-
tain for a moment that it is so.”

Mr. Lawrence proves himself a quib-
bler and a sophist Upon the point that
attraction “may be weakened by the
medium through which it passes” | am

roven to be “glaringly stupid”, by him,

eb. 16, though | was arguing, not from
my point of view, but from that of phy-
sicists, who declared that attraction was
not weakened, interrupted, destroyed, or
reduced by any intervening medium.
This point, made by Mr. Lawrence, Feb.
16, he will not “maintain for a moment,”
March 30. o

Such an argument as that is dishonest,

A man making such an argument could
not understand that | do not regard New-
ton as “silly’”; that | do not regard the
“bald-headed” physicist and astronomer
as “idiots”; that consistency is a jewel
or a lump of dirt, as it is understood,
or not; that a man might possess all the
books in the world, and yet be more ig-
norant than an African savage.

Some time | will write a short letter,
explaining clearly every point of my

hypothesis. That will not be for Mr.
Lawrence. To him I am a fool. It is
forbidden to argue with a fool. SO BE

IT.
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A LIST OF

Arranged Under Subjects

Historical Works

(Continued.)

THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. Comments
on the assertion by an evangelist that
Ingersoll had become a Christian, had ad-
mitted that Thomas Paine recanted, and
that his own children had joined the
church. Paper, 3 cents.

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. By G. E.
Macdonald.  Torture Instruments em-
ployed in the fifteenth and sixteenth cen-
turies for the Promulgation of Christian-
ity. Being the Nuremberg Collection,
and including specimens from the Holy
Inquisition. hirty-five illustrations.
Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Col-
lar, the Rack, the Iron Crown, Leg Crush-
er, the Stocks, the Heretic Catcher, the
Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Mouth-pear
(gag), Iron Masks recommended by the
Inquisition, Breaking and Burning on the
Wheel, the Ducking Cage, the Chastity
Belt for women, the Spider, the Iron Vir-
gin Up to Date, the Execution Bell, etc.

I used to read in books,” says Colonel
Ingersoll, “how our fathers persecuted
mankind. But | never appreciated IL |
read it, but it did not burn itself Into my
soul. 1 did not really appreciate the In-
famies that have been committed in the
name of religion until 1 saw the Iron
arguments that Christians used.” Ten
cents per copy. Twelve copies, $1.

WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? By Aus-
tin Bierblower. Paper, 10 cents.

RUINS OF EMPIRES AND THE LAW
OF NATURE. Volney’s SC. F.) With Illus-
trations, Portrait of Volney, and Map of
the Astrological Heaven of the Ancients.
Also, Volney’s Answer to Dr. Priestley, a
Biographical Notice by Count Darn, a
Preface, and an explanation of the Zo-
diacal Signs and Constellations. 248 pp.
Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 75 cents.

Music

COSM1AN HYMN-BOOK. CompWefl by
L. K. Washburn. Heretofore the price at
$1.50 has deterred man?/ from ordering
this Hymn-Book, particularly Liberal So-
cieties needing large numbers. But as
it is the best book of its_kind, we have
felt that a cheaper edition should be
printed and sold at such prices that
every Liberal family in the cogntry
could have one, and every Liberal society
a dozen or two. Printed on good paper
and substantially bound in paper and
cloth, at the following low prices:

Paper Covers.

One copy - -weemanan-- 50 cents
Three copies ....... ° . .$1.25
Five coples - . _.._._.._..... .. 2.00
Ten copies . ......... .. 350
Twenty copies ........ . 6.00
Cloth Bound.
One copy - wvwcemnann-n >1.00
Three copies .. ....... . 2.50
Five copies........cccoceevennne 4.00
Ten copies.......ccoveenne. 7.50
Twenty copies . ....... 14.50

Sent by mail or express prepaid.

Economics

~ DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA. By Alex-
is de Tocqueville. Two volumes. ~ Intro-
duction by John Bigelow, former United
States Minister to France. Price $2.50.

LABOR COPARTNERSHIP. By Hen-
ry D. Lloyd. Notes of a visit to co-oper-
ative workshops, factories and farms in
Great Britain and Ireland, in which em-
ployer, employee, and consumer share in
ownership, management and results. 357
pages. Illustrated. Post Svo, $1.

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. The Pres-
ent and Future Republic of North Amer-
ica. By a Capitalist. Advocates associ-
ate life and employment as a preventive
of poverty, vice and crime. Cloth, $1.

WEALTH  AGAINST COMMON-
WEALTH. By Henry D. Lloyd. This is
the most complete history in existence
of the great combination of brains and
capital which still remains the type and
model of all trusts or monopolies. Mr.
Lloyd has traced the growth of this in-
stitution from its origin, in the sagacity
of one or a few business men of Cleve-
land, to its vast proportions now, when
it controls the oil markets and trade of
a continent, and is perhaps the most in-
fluential and most dreaded financial pow-
er in America. 567 pages. Svo, $2.50.
Popular edition, $1.
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THE TRUTH SEEKER
COLLECTION

OF

FORMS AND CEREMONIES FOR
THE USE OF LIBERALS

ORIGINAL AND SELECTED

CONTENTS:
Forme for Organization,
Articles of Association,
Demands of Liberalism,
Thirteen Principles,
invocations,
Marriage Services,
The Naming of Infants,
Funeral Services,

Funeral Services, Spiritualistic,
Obituary Notices,
Thoughts on Life and Death,
Epitaphs,
Sentiments and Toasts,
How to Get up a Lecture,
Freethought Readings.

While this is the title of a book for
merly Issued, the present edition is prac-
tically a new work. We have prepared
it to meet the demand for something
which shall aid Liberals, on all occa-
sions, to do the proper thing, and particu-
larly to provide funeral forms, so that
Liberals and Spiritualists may conduct
these sad ceremonies without the assist-
ance of specially trained speakers and
writers. We have omitted from this vol-
ume the bulky collection of hymns, since
better ones, set to music, can be had in
the “Cosmlan Hymn Book," and have ad-
ded a great deal from the best literature
of Freethought on the subject of death,
with several forms and addresses which
have been used with much satisfaction.

PRICE - - 25 CENTS.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,
62 Vesey Street, New York City

Thp Privet, thp Wnminj

The Confessions of Mothers, Sisters

and Brothers
Over Forty Thousand Already sold.

BY FATHER CHINIQUY.
Author of “Fifty Years In the Church of Rome.”

The work is conceded b
of the country to be the best authority upon the
confessional. ~ Its author has done good service
in the cause of Protestantism, and he speaks from
a personal experience in the workings of the Ro-
man Catholic Church, where he held high position

the pulpit and presa

CONTENTS.

I. The Struggle Before the Surrender of Wom-
anly Self-respect in the Confessional.

I1. Auricular Confession is a deep pit of perdition
for the priest.

I11. The Confession is the Modern Sodom.

IV. How the vow of celibacy is made easy by
Auricular Confession.

V. The Highly-educated and refined woman In the
Confessional—What becomes of her after her un-
conditional surrender—Her irreparable ruin.

V1. Auricular Confession destroys all the sacred
ties of marriage and human society.

VII. Should ~ Auricular Confession be tolerated
among civilized nationsl

VIIl. Does Auricular Confession bring peace to
the soul?

IX. The Dogma of Auricular Confession a sac-
riIg{qious imposture. . .

. dome of the matters on which the priest of

Rome must question bis penitents.

Sent to any address @ | I
on receipt of price, d | .Uw

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER

Self-Contradictions of
the Bible.

144 Propositions embodying the most pa>
pable and striking self-contradic-
tions of the Bible. With
a Summary.

COMPILED BY W. H. BURR.

Paper, 15 cents.
ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER.

REVELATION AND THE PLAN

OF SALVATION.
By Gen. William Birney.

General Birney is one of the ablest and sprl gh

licet writers among Liberals, and his lectar

which was deliveréd before the Washington
Secular lasagne, is a good one to hand to friends

Price, 5 cents.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO
62 Vesey Street, New York.
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Letters of Friends.

Readers desirous of communicating
with the writers of the letters in this de-
;Ia_artment may address them in care of

he Truth Seeker, 62 Vesey Street, New
York, N. Y., and the letters will be read-
dressed and forwarded.

QUALIFIED APPROVAL.
From Grace Macdonald, Montclair, N. J.
Dear Eugene: Your editorial on
woman suffrage agrees with my ideas
exactly. You should have quoted more
of my letter in the Sun. One paragraph
does not do me justice. You will see by
taking the entire letter that my opinion
is the same &s yours. The “wish” for
industrial rights started women to work-
ing for them; their ability and talent
gained for them such rights. And | said
in that letter that “all men are not
identified with these great industries,
nor are all men capable of managing
railroads,” etc. That naturally meant
the truckman in the street. It was un-
derstood that only men or women who
had ability would wish or care for such
positions. When a youth leaving high
school wishes to become a physician
lawyer, or civil engineer he goes to such
a school or enters such an office as will
fit him for his chosen profession. It is
understood that his ability and talent and
industry are necessary to procure his
wish. Women have been subdued and
suppressed for so many generations that
it is really surprising that they have
reached the present industrial state, and
have shown ability and talent for the dif-
ferent kinds of industries they now oc-
cupy. With political rights gained they
will make greater progress towards
equality with man. Justice is what we
want. ,
You are all right, Eugene, and | am

terial for an editorial article.

APPEARS TO BE SERIOUS.

.From F. D. Cummings, Maine.

To the Editor of the Truth Seeker: |
have just read the article on “The Pon-
derable Soul” appearing in your issue of
April 13.

The author of the article appears to
be serious, and this fact keeps me iron
expressing the amusement which 1 must
confess | feel. According to this gen
tieman, the loss in weight of the human
body (or the body of an animal) of one
to one and one half ounces at death in-
dicates two things, namely: That the
soul weighs that amount, and that there
is an equal diminution of the ponderable
matter of the planet.

Yes, but only think of what a loss there
is when a fat man gets lean!

The rapidity with which the human
body loses weight under particularly
trying circumstances is a matter of com-
mon knowledge. | can not think that
the trifling loss of weight at death is
other than a natural result of cessation
of life.

I sympathize with the man who desires
to find proof of life beyond the grave, but
such desire should not lead us to accept
desire for fact, or the most flimsy evi-
dence, as it seems to me is offered in
this case, as proof positive.

SCORE ONE FOR “SCIENCE."
From Geo. C. Bartlett, Connecticut.
Dear Editor: 1 think the reason that

Christian Science has had such a remark-
able following is because a great multi-
tude of people in the Orthodox churches
became convinced of the falsity of the
creeds and dogmas of tlieir Church; they
saw the ludicrousness of a God giving
birth to millions of people, then repent-
ing of his mistake, and drowning them
like rats; later creating another human

family, the father of which was a notori-

ous drunkard—the very worst kind of

heredity—another mistake! and then be-

came so angry with his wicked children

that he built a furnace of Are in Hades
to burn, forever, the majority of them.
Later the Holy Ghost became the Father
of a beautiful baby boy, whom God
claimed as his only son, and foreordain-
ed (to save a few) that he should be
killed as a sacrifice—murdered most
cruelly, dying by inches while being ridi-
culed, spit upon, nails driven through his
flesh to pin him to the cross—what a
horrible myth—why should the innocent
animals have been drowned—all but
the fishes?

Christian Science, with one sweep of
the sponge, wiped out hell, and an angry
God forever, told the people that salva-
tion was universal, that there was no
such thing as sin. If Christian Science is
false and mythical, it is at least cheer-
ful, and a relief from the former horrible
delusion.

THE DEVIL AND THE SKY-PILOT.
From Sam Larson, Alberta, Can.

Editor Truth Seeker: As | never see
anything in your columns from this part
of the Dominion, perhaps it would inter-
est you to hear from at least one who
appreciates your valuable paper and to
receive a convert’s thanks.

We have had a noted revivalist from
some Eastern city who has been preach-
ing repentance and redemption for two
weeks, and the way he has been sprink-
ling hellfire and heavenly happiness
amongst the combined forces of Baptists
and Methodists and backsliders in gen-
eral would make the devil hit the high
spots on the way back to the kingdom
where he reigns supreme, without inter-
ference from sky-pilots and hypocrites,
and | don't suppose I'll ever have the
pleasure of meeting him in this town
again, especially now since the Lord’s
day alliance act is law and enforced,

of these appointed and . ortlainecF repre-
sentatives or tne ueaveiuy—nwbhnw o "

about trying to tear down the teachings
of men like Paine, Ingersoll, Darwin, and
all true champions of liberty, truth, and
justice. | do not think it could be possi-
ble if people’s minds were not poisoned
from early childhood through the teach-
ing of religion in the public schools and
the Sunday school.

Five years ago, while 1 Was in the min-
ing camps of British Columbia, an or-
ganizer of the Lord’s Day Alliance was
making the rounds of that province. |
came to the conclusion- there was some-
thing rotten about religion and later on,
after reading The Truth Seeker, handed
me by a friend, | was a free man; no
more four thousand years' old supersti-
tion for me. 1| have read all the books |
received December last, and some of them
have gone the rounds amongst my
friends. Have only one word for them—
“Great.” They are “Bible of Nature,”
“Age of Reason,” “Queen Mab,” “Satan’s
Power,” “Prose, Poems and Selections,”
by Ingersoll, not forgetting the grand old
Truth Seeker with all its contributors.

MONARCHY AND CAPITALISM.
From J. Mooney, Washington State.

Mr. Editor: Is it not grossly inconsis-
tent on the part of Freethinkers who In-
dorse Paine’s “Crisis,” and who yet op-
pose Socialism? Is not every statement
made therein against Monarchy as true
of Capitalism as of Monarchy? By sub-
stituting Capitalism for Monarchy, wage-
workers for colonists, etc., would not the
“Crisis” be a good Socialist book?

If the evidence is equally strong against
the Court as against the criminal—what
then? Should the criminal be buried
deeper in the dungeon than should be the
Court? If every charge brought against
Monarchy can be as reasonably brought
against Capitalism, where is your consist-
ency? Why should a political or an eco-
nomic lie be less offensive to a lover of
Truth than is a religious He?

AN “ISM” DOFFED.

From Mrs. Clara M. Bisbee, Massachu-
setts.
Editor Macdonald—Dear Sir: Will

you please, in the next issue of The
Truth Seeker (correspondents’ column),
state that | have withdrawn from the
Association of Materialists, for the sim-
ple reason that, after laboring so many
years against the theological and phil-
osophic “isms,” it seems incongruous to
me to accept, as a finality, any so called
“scientific ism.”

My outlook now is materialistic, but I
prefer to pass simply as a "truth seeker!"
Kindly do justice to the forenamed asso-
ciation and myself by this announce-
ment, at an early, date, in your columns.

THE PARSON AND THE GIRL.
From Marshall Walker, Lancaster, Pa.
Editor Truth Seeker.—Dear Sir: | see

by March 30 Truth Seeker ail account of
some of the antics in the West of the
Rev. O. C. Burt, of Chicago tand Newton,
Pa. About three years ago this rever-
end gentleman had a charge in Quarry-
ville, Lancaster county, near my home.
While ministering to his flock, he became
attached to one of his- pretty Sunday
school teachers, although at that time
he had a wife and several children with
him. He' was so fascinated with her
that he had her almost persuaded to
elope with him, and go to Europe, but
in some way the girl’s father got wise
and one night when he was calling on
the girl, her father pounced on the rev-
erend gentleman and gave him a good
sound thrashing in his own yard. This
made quite a stir in the quiet little vil-
lage for a time; the townspeople took
the matter up, and invited the minister
to leave the town forthwith. The congre-

gation met and unfrocked) their shep-
herd at once.

time, but | have seen some account of

A b S . :-_,_ == XK1/ . —_—
several times smce.>< TB§1/bthe way, | used

to associate with the young lady a good
deal-myself and | always regarded her
as a pure, lovely girl. After this cantico
she joined the Mennonite Church, and
sank out of sight from the world. There
are others of the Burt stripe in this part
of the country who should be on the
roll in your book, “Crimes of Preachers.”

THAT DEBATE IN CONNECTICUT.
From Adam Abet, Bridgeport.
Dear Editor: Kindly put the inclosed
$5 against my subscription, as | do not

want to be found in arrears again.

While at it | may as well write a few
lines that might be of interest to you.
In the first place, 1 will mention that de-
bate between Mr. Custer and Evangelist
Marshall, which was a very one-sided af-
fair, the former doing the lion and the
latter not being equal to a mouse. At
the outset Mr. Marshall apologized at
great length for being there, and among
a lot of irrevelant talk stated that God
is glorified by the very weakness of his
advocates. Well, on this basis there, was
plenty of glory for God. Mr. Custer
proved to be good enough to go after
some real game. At the conclusion of
the debate Mr. Marshall asked that all
who prefer to be Christians should rise
from their chairs, and out of an audi-
ence numbering more than two hundred,
only four stood up. | do not know wheth-
er or not they were~blushing. So you
see the church has not a hold of every-
body yet, although it manages the pub-
lic institutions all right.

That the children in public schools, be
they Infidels, Jews, or indifferent, are
made to say the Lord’'s prayer is no ex-
ception to .the general rule, but here ‘is
a scheme that might be out of the or-
dinary. The library (supported by pub-
lic appropriation) had a notice out ask-
ing for suggestions on acquiring addition-
al books. I thought it timely to ask for
the works of Robert Ingersoll, giving as



reasons that he was one of the best
English writers of America; that his
books would be enjoyed by many, and
that the theological literature of the in-
stitution is one-sided and incomplete
without them. Now, although, and not-
withstanding, | have held a membership
card nigh on ten years, and also am a
direct “taxpayer,” my suggestion was not
even acknowledged, much less acted up-
6ib

A more pleasing bit of news might be
the fact that there, is a “Truth Seekers
Assembly” in this town. At least | have
seen their meeting advertised, the lec
turer being Mrs. Hand. My better half
and her chum went to find out if we
could be of any use there, but found no
meeting just then. A copy of The
Truth Seeker was left in the place, but
we have heard nothing from there yet,
did you? I will conclude by saying that
in this city, too, there were shed some
precious tears for H. O. Pentecost.

A FEW REMARKS.
From A. J. Speare, Missouri.

Mr. Editor: It is indeed an exceedingly
strange thing to me that so few of our
population are constant readers of divine
history, and the only reason | can ascribe
for this misfortune is the dry, ancient
style in which the same is written.

By a careful perusal of the first chap-
ter of Genesis we find that the world was
started with but one man, whose name
was Adam; that the creation of woman
was a second thought, and that under the
sacred light of the lamp of reason second
thoughts are best. By reason of the pre-
mature exhaustion of the original crea-
tive substance the woman was made
from one of the ribs of this one man, who
was first.hypnotized, and thereupon the
above”rib was extricated from the lower

In this case courtship~was~dispem»ea:
with, and amid the fragrance of flowers
and the sweet melodies of the songbirds
they were quietly married about half-past
four in the evening, and went to house-
keeping in the Garden of Eden. A short
time after this the devil made his first
investment, on which there has been a
handsome dividend declared every year
since.

Things rocked along in this way for a
few months, when in the early part of Oc-
tober little Cain stepped from a Pullman
palace reclining chair and dining car into
the grand central depot of human exist,
ence. On this noted occasion, however,
no ceremonies out of the ordinary took
place. They didn't even have the band
out, and no one was there to meet him
except the father of the youth, the nurse,
and a certain Dr. Culp to whom our suc-
cessful practioner of. Thayer, Mo., by
the same name to this day traces his an-
cestral record. When proud Adam had
wrapped little Cain in a didy in order to
ascertain his exact weight (which was
customary in those days) it came to pass
that he tipped the beam at 125 pounds.
He talked fluently from birth, and the
doctor said he never had had a case that
got along so well.

How proud these young parents were of
this, the first son; but alas! Cain was a
murderer from the beginning. Not more
than an hour from his birth he looked in-
to the doctor’s face and offered to wager
his clothes on a game of seven-up, and
the nurse was compelled to slap him sev-
eral times while adjusting his clothes in
order to prevent him from kissing her.
Being unsuccessful in this line he began
to find fault with his new suit of clothes
and tried to induce the nurse to lot him
put on a pair of the old man’s pants.

Cain was the first pugilist of which
history gives account, and when his
brother Abel came down the pike and
they became Involved in pugilistic encoun-
ters it came to pass that Abel was quite
unable to knock Cain out of the ring.
They would fight each other on their way
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to and from school, and cultivated their
combative forces until finally in an un-
guarded moment on the part of Abel, Cain
knocked him in the head with a stick of
stove wood, for which grave offence he
was placed on trial for his life, and in
the beginning made an affidavit and filed
a motion for a change of venue. This be-
ing a failure he tried to further delay mat-
ters by an attempt to put off the trial by
reason of the absence of an important
witness, all of which was refused and to
which ruling and action of the court the
defendant then and there duly objected
and excepted at the time.

Having thus gone over the history of
creation so far, doubtless the reader has
concluded that the good Lord has lost
money on the human race ever since its
installation in the Garden of Eden, as well
as other acts in which the creator has
missed it; but when you get old and be-
come burdened with the ripe fruit of ex-
perience you will comprehend that the
Universe was launched into existence and
is being governed as well as you could
have done it yourself.

MRS. EDDY DEFENDED.
From V. O. Strickler, Christian Scientist.

To the Editor of Truth Seeker—Sir: It
is to be regretted that the gentleman who
wrote the article about the Salvation
Army, in The Truth Seeker of March 30,
should have seemingly gone out of his
way to say so many unkind things about
Rev. Mary Baker G. Eddy.

In spite of her advanced years, Mrs.
Eddy is engaged in the work of doing
good to others to the best of her ability.
There are hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple who hold her in affectionate regard
because of the practical good that has
come to them through her teachings. It
is obviously unkind to taunt any one

improper for one who has ' never seen
Mrs. Eddy to state that she is “rapidly
approaching imbecility.”

The name of Truth Seeker indicates
that its purpose is to seek and to dissem-
inate truth, and yet it is permitted to
become an avenue for untrue statements
about Mrs. Eddy, to the effect that she
“is beginning to lay claim to the incar-
nation of the ‘Virgin Mary,”” and also,
“Mother Eddy—of the many aliases with
her millions of ducats ‘garnered’ in on
the O. P. M. principle,” etc.

Mrs. Eddy does not now claim, nor
has she ever claimed that she is the in-
I carnation of the Virgin Mary; she has
not “many aliases,” and has never used
any name but her own; she has not “mil-
lions of ducats ‘garnered’ in on the O. P.
M. principle,” but upon the contrary, the
money or property she possesses has
come to her as the hard earnings of her
pen. Her sole income is derived from
her literary labors, and no fair-minded
person would dispute her right to this,
Other writers receive royalties upon their
books without question, and why should
any one question Mrs. Eddy’s right to the
same compensation?

Mrs. Eddy’s teachings appeal to a large
and ever growing body of people, who feel
that because of the good she has done
and is now doing she should be respected

and not vilified.

REPLY TO AN EVASIVE ARGUMENT.
From Clarence C. Gates, lllinois.

“l say that the force of gravity ma}q_be
weakened by the medium through which
it passes.”—W. P. Lawrence, In Truth
Seeker (page 107), Feb. 16, 1907.

“By underlining the word ‘may,” and by
admitting that we do not understand why
ravitation is reduced by distance, |
thought | had precluded any charge of
advancing a theory of my own. | merely
stated it as a possibility that gravitation
might be reduced in that way, although
| do not maintain for a moment that it
is s0.”—W. P. Lawrence, in Truth Seek-
er (page 202), March 30.

To the Editor: Is there a devil? If
there is, in the name of his hell, his an-

gels and the devil himself, what kind of
an argument is this anyway that W. P.
Lawrence wastes good Truth Seeker ink
and paper to palm off onto me? Is he
playing “goosey” with me? Does he con-
sider me a fool? If he does, then, for his
own self-respect, he should not conde-
scend to argue with a fool.

He promises not to do so any more.

But since | consider Mr. Lawrence any-
thing but a fool, and as an intelligent
man, worthy of much respect, I must an-
swer the strange argument he has made
in his last letter to the Truth Seeker.
If | find him dishonest in his argument,
he must, from now on, keep out of the
Truth Seeker any mention of my name
or my hypothesis, which he dishonestly
criticises, as | will show. The Editor, I
am sure, will approve the justice of this
decision, since this hypothesis, as given
in The Truth Seeker, is as much reserved
against theft as any other property must
be.

Mr. Lawrence is dishonest in his ar-
gument for these reasons:

In Truth Seeker, Feb. 16, he says (in
reference to an article of mine, in Jan.
12 number, page 27, first 19 lines of next
to the last paragraph, first column of the
page): “There is one paragraph so glar-
ingly stupid that I must quote it fully,”
which he does, giving the 19 lines re-
ferred to above. In that paragraph |
proved by everlastingly certain and com-
mon-sense premises and logic, that dis-
tance alone could not decrease attractive
force of gravitation, and that it should be
the same at infinity as at the surface of
the earth (given as an instance). Whal
follows? | left that to the reader to de-
termine then. Now | will give the de-
tails of the absolutely certain conclusion.

Attractive force does not and cannot

exist if no medium reduces it.
ik i rm—IHHW, Amx

| say it must be reduced if it exists at

all.

Mr. Lawrence says that | am “glaring-
ly stupid” for not allowing that a medium
“may” reduce the attraction of gravita-
tion. | am more positive, for | say it
must be reduced by a medium, if it ex-
ists at all. Any sensible reader will see
that | had but this positive “must be re-
duced” as a “Hobson's choice,” if | hal
accepted gravitation as an attraction er
pull. It is a Hobson choice to any other
man. The physicist says attraction is
not reduced by a medium, but by distance
alone. Who is right, the physicist or
myself? | will leave it to any intelligent

reader to decide.

But as to Mr. Lawrence, his argument
is anything but sincere, as proven by the
guotations given at the beginning of this
letter. If I am “glaringly stupid” to him,
Feb 16, what is he to me, March 307

Mr. Lawrence’s logic, Feb. 16, “force
of gravity may be weakened (reduced!
by The medium through which it passes.”

In reference to this statement, Mr.
Lawrence says, March 30, ‘T do not main-
tain for a moment that it is so.”

Mr. Lawrence proves himself a quib
bier and a sophist Upon the point that
attraction “may be weakened by the
medium through which it passes” | am
Eroven to be "glaringly stupid”, by him,
eb. 16, though | was arguing, not from
my point of view, but from that of phy-
sicists, who declared that attraction was
not weakened, interrupted, destroyed, or
reduced by any intervening medium.
This point, made by Mr. Lawrence, Feb.
16, he will not “maintain for a moment,”
March 30. o

Such an argument as that is dishonest.

A man making such an argument could
not understand that | do not regard New-
ton as “silly’’; that | do not regard the
“bald-headed” physicist and astronomer
as “idiots; that consistency is a jewel
or a lump of dirt, as it is understood,
or not; that a man might possess all the
books in the world, and yet be more ig-
norant than an African savage.

Some time | will write a short letter,
explaining clearly every point of my
hypothesis. That will not be for Mr.
Lawrence. To him | am a fool. It is
forbidden to argue with a fool. SO BE
IT.
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A LIST OF

Arranged Under Subjects

Historical Works

(Continued.)

THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. Comments
on the assertion by an evangelist that
Ingersoll had become a Christian, had ad-
mitted that Thomas Paine recanted, and
that his own children had joined the
church. Paper. 3 cents.

THUMBSCREW AND RACK. By G- E.
Macdonald.  Torture Instruments em-
ployed in the fifteenth and sixteenth cen-
turies for the Promulgation of Christian-
ity. Being the Nuremberg Collection,
and including specimens from the Holy
Inquisition. hirty-five illustrations.
Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Col-
lar, the Rack, the Iron Crown, Leg Crush-
er, the Stocks, the Heretic Catcher, the
iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Mouth-pear
(gag), Iron Masks recommended by the
Inquisition, Breaking and Burning on the
Wheel, the Ducking Cage, the Chastity
Belt for women, the Spider, the Iron Vir-
gin Up to Date, the Execution Bell, etc.

| used to read in books,” says Colonel
Ingersoll, “how our fathers persecuted
mankind. But | never appreciated it. |
read it, but it did not burn itself into my
soul. | did not really appreciate the in-
famies that have been committed In the
name of religion until 1 saw the Iron

arguments that Christians used.” Ten
cents per copy. Twelve copies, $1.
WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? By Aus-

tin Bierblower. Paper, 10 cents.

RUINS OF EMPIRES AND THE LAW
OF NATURE. Volney’s SC. F.) With Illus-
trations, Portrait of Volney, and Map of
the Astrological Heaven of the Ancients.
Also, Volney’s Answer to Dr. Priestley, a
Biographical Notice by Count arn, a
Preface, and an explanation off the Zo-
diacal Signs and Constellationd] 248 pp.

Cloth, 75 cergs.

Paper, 50 cents.

Music

COSM1AN HYMN-BOOK. CompWefl by
I L. K. Washburn. Heretofore the price at
$1.50 has deterred man?/ from_ordering
this Hymn-Book, particularly Liberal So-
| cieties needing large numbers. But as
"it is the best book of its kind, we have
felt that a cheaper edition should be
printed and sold at such prices that
every Liberal family in the coqntry
could have one, and every Liberal society
a dozen or two. Printed on good paper
and substantially bound in_ paper and
cloth, at the following low prices:
Paper Covers.

One copy .. ..M. 50 cents
Three copies ....... . . .$1.25
Five coples . .......... .. 2.00
Ten copies . ......... .. 3.50
Twenty copies - ....... . 6.00
Cloth Bound.
ONE COPY..ooieiiiirieriieniieniens $1.00
Three copies .. ....... 2.50
Five copies........ccocceeenneene 4.00
Ten copies..........coeeeee 7.50
Twenty copies 14.50

Sent by mail or express prepaid.

Economics

DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA. By Alex-
is de Tocqueville. Two volumes. ~ Intro-
duction by John Bigelow, former United
States Minister to France. Price S2.50.

LABOR COPARTNERSHIP. By Hen-
ry D. Lloyd. Notes of a visit to co-oper-
ative workshops, factories and farms in
Great Britain and Ireland, in which em-
ployer, employee, and consumer share in
ownership, management and results. 357
pages. Illustrated.'" Post Svo, $1.

RATIONAL COMMUNISM. The Pres-
ent and Future Republic of. North Amer-
ica. By a Capitalist. Advocates associ-
ate life and employment as a preventive
of poverty, vice and crime. Cloth, $1.

WEALTH  AGAINST COMMON-
WEALTH. By Henry D- Lloyd. This is
the most complete history in existence
of the great combination of brains and
capital which still remains the type and
model of all trusts or monopolies. Mr.
Lloyd has traced the growth of this in-
stitution from its origin, in the sagacity
of one or a few business men of Cleve-
land, to its vast proportions now, when
it controls the oil markets and trade of
a continent, and is perhaps the most in-
fluential and most dreaded financial pow-
er in America. 567 pages. 8vo, $2.50.
Popular edition, $1.
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General Science and
Literature
FROM INDIA IN THE PLANET

MARS. By Theodore Flournoy. A study
of a case 0f somnambulism with Glossola-
lia by Theodore Flournoy, Professor of
Psychologa/ at the University of Geneva.
Translated by Daniel B. Vermilye. |I-
lustrated. 467 pages. Post Svo, $1.50.

HISTORY OF THE INTELLECTUAL
DEVELOPMENT OF EUROPE. By John
W. Draper. All the latest researches_In
history, all the most recent discoveries
in_ the realms of geology, mechanical
science, and language, every particular
that can explain or illustrate”the general
progress of all European races, from the
most primitive ages, are _accuratelly and
copiously detailed in their several rela-
tions. Nor is the author without such an
art of representation as can render a
book not only such as we ought to read,
but also such as we like to read.—West-
minster Review. 2 volumes, 896 pages.
$EL{)\ZgnOo, $3; half seal, $4.50; half calf,

HYPNOTISM IN MENTAL AND MOR-
AL CULTURE.. By John Duncan
Quackenbos. This is a “popular” expo-
sition of a great and impaortant subject,
equally interesting to _professional men
and laymen. It explains the principles
of Hypnosis and the rational methods-of
mducmg the state. It sets forth the
value of Hypnatic Suggestion in the in-
spiration of writers, of men and women
of the stage, and in the development of
musical and other talent. It gives to
the world the startling results of the
author’s original departure in the line of
Compulsory Hypnotism, showing how a
person may be hypnotized against his
will, and forced to take upon himself a
higher and better nature. Post Svo, $1.25.

THE -CRIME OF CREDULITY. By

Herbert N. Casson. This book is a
masterly arraignment of Mysticism in all
its disguises. Its chapter “on Christian
Science is the most merciless analysis
of that delusion ever written. Mr. Cas-
son’s standpoint is that of a twentieth
century rationalist. His purpose is to
“draw” the line sharply, between..whai
No UOUE'could* be better fitted to in
eulcate common, sense and clear headed

ness. The author_ has ransacked the
Middle Ages for his facts, and applied
them to present-day problems in a terse
and forceful manner.  His s%le is bright
witty, and epigrammatic. No progress-
ive " library "is complete without™ this
book. Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 25 cents.

THE JEFFERSON BIBLE. The Life
and Morals of Jesus of Nazarath Ex-
tracted T_extuall% from the Gospels, to-
ether with a Comparison of his Doc-
rines with those of Others. Also Jef-
ferson’s Letters to Benjamin Rush. This
book gives the English text of what is
called “The Jefferson Bible,” reproduced
from a full citation of the passages con
tained in that volume. While that vol-
ume was still in the possession of Mr.
Jefferson’s grandson, Col. Thomas Jeffer-
son Randolph, an accurate CO% of its
contents was made by Henry S. Randall
one of Mr. Jefferson’s blpc};]ra hers, and
from that coRy the English text Is re
produced in the pages, of this book. As
a fit introduction fo it, a letter to Dr.
Benga_mm Rush and a_ comparison of the
doctrines of Jesus with those of others
are published, giving perhaps the fullest
expression of his_religious views ever
made by Mr. Jefferson himself. This
book is “Jefferson’s notion as_to the life
and doctrines of Jesus, and it is signifi-
cant that he ends the Life with the lay-
ing of Jesus in the sepulchre. The res-
urrection formed no part of Jefferson’s
belief. The doctrines selected by Jeffer-
son as commending themselves” to him
are the precepts which the Christians
sedulously avoid quoting. As a whole,
he considered the doctrines of Jesus de-
fective, and to have been made worse
by the Christians, and so made a wee-
little book of the doctrines he deemed
the best. Congtgess contemplated print-
ing this book, but the orthodox raised
such an uproar that the printing was
given to a private firm. Price $I.

THE STORY OF THE NINETEENTH
CENTURY SCIENCE. By Henr¥ Smith
Williams. =~ As its name implies, this vol-
ume touches upon all the important
branches of science, explaining their
most complex developments in a manner
that, while being thorough, is within
the comprehension of the average lay-
man. It not only brings one up to date
in all the marvels of electricity, medi-
cal and physical science, and” natural
ﬁhenomena, ut it gives us an inkling of

ow the savants were led to experiment,

(Continued on next page.)
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An Easy Oatline of Evolution.
BY DENNIS HIRD.*
CHAPTER XII.—HOW IS ORGANIC
EVOLUTION CAUSED?

Some find an extraordinary difficulty
in the fact that the human hand or nose
does not show continued signs of evolu
tion to some other form. All such diffi-
culties are answered by the. preceding
case. The hand has practically been used
in the same way and in the same condi-
tions for thousands of years. Besides,
there is the law of fixity of form, known
as heredity, upon the force of which I
have already insisted.

No organ which has developed through
many ages from a simple (homogeneous)
state to one of great complexity can be
regarded as being in that unstable condi-
tion which we saw in the preceding chap-
ter is the first necessity for further de-
velopment.

Hence also it is that man is evolving
far more in his brain than in any other
part of his body, because the brain is far
less rigid than the other organs.

If we have instability of an organ, we
know that the complex forces acting up-
on it will produce great variety of struc-
ture in the organ, and that all parts of
the organism will be more or less affect-

“Suppose that the head, of a bison be-
comes much heavier—what must be the
indirect results? The muscles of the
neck are put to greater exertions; and
its vertebrae have to bear additional ten-
sions and pressures, caused both by the
Increased weight of the head and the
stronger contractions of the muscles that
support and move it. These muscles
also affect their special attachments; sev-
eral of the dorsal spines have augmented
strains; and the vertebrae to which they
are fixed are more severely taxed:
Further, this heavier head, and the more
massive neck it necessitates, require a
stronger fulcrum: the whole thoracic
arch, and the fore limbs which support
it, are subject to greater continuous
stress and more violent occasional
shocks. And the required strengthening
of the fore-quarters cannot take place
without the center of gravity being
changed and the hind limbs being differ-
ently reacted upon during locomotion.
Anyone who compares the outline of the
bison with that of its congener, the ox,
will see how profoundly a heavier head
affects the entire osseous and muscular
systems. Besides the multiplication of
mechanical effects, there, is a multi-
plication  of  physiological  effects.
The wvascular apparatus is modi-
fied throughout its whole' structure
by. each considerable modification in the
proportions of the body. Increase in the
size of any organ implies a quantitative,
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when the development of these is pre-
vented, the minor sexual peculiarities do
not arise. No further proof is, | think,
needed that in any individual organism
or its descendants a new external action
must, besides the primary internal
change which it works, work sundry
secondary changes as well as tertiary
changes still more multiplied” (lbid,

§155).

Thus we realize that these changes,
which would go on to a comparatively
small extent were organisms exposed to
constant external conditions, are kept up
by the continual changes in external con-
ditions produced by astronomic, geologic,
meteorologic, and organic agencies. So
the result is that, to previous complica-
tions of structure caused by previous
forces, new complications are continually
being added by new forces. Hence there
arises greater and greater variety in the
structures of individuals and in the struc-
tures of species, both of plants and of
animals.

Had the whole of the universe been
edesigned as one factory for the sole pur-
pose of trying every possible experiment,
in order that natural selection should
have the- widest possible chance of de-
termining which forms were best suited
for the several environments, no surer
method could be imagined than this
which we see in operation in the world,
with its ever-changing organisms.

Hence it is that we find progression to
result, “not from a special inherent ten-
dency in living bodies, but from a gen-
eral average effect of their relations to
surrounding agencies.”

This outline is far too incomplete; but
it shows, at any rate, that there is no
lack of number and variety in forces to
produce organic evolution. And when
some ill-informed opponent says that he
S~ NysNr tW >=> [F8S
clods,” he but tells us that he has
neither grasped the principles of evolu-
tion nor .once realized that millions of
ever-changing influences have been at
work on millions of plastic forms through
a period of time of practically infinite
duration. Here, however, reason may
irest. Whatever are the difficulties in the
way of accepting evolution, the absence
.of sufficient forces and of efficient causes
is not one of them.

(To be continued.)

Schoolboy Guesses.

Charon was a man who fried soles over
'the sticks.

Simon de Montfort formed what was
(known as the Mad Parliament—it was
(something the same as it is the present
‘day.

%\n abstract noun is one that cannot be
felt, heard, seen, touched or smelt.

The heart is over the ribs in the midst
1of the borax.

A thermometer is an instrument for
emeasuring temperance.

The chairman replied in a few appro-
| priated words.

Marconi is used to make delicious pud-
I dings.

In 1234 A. D. the A. D. shows that it

is A Date.—University Correspondent.

An Admirer of Indian Names.
Mr. James Bryce, the new Ambassa-

and often” a qualitative, reaction on the 'dor to the United States from Great

blood, and thus alters the nutrition of all | Britain, says that should he at any time
other, organs. Such physiological corre- |be inclined to embark upon a reform
lations are exemplified in the many !mover_n(_ant it would be in the direction of
differences that accompany difference of @ revision of names for American and
sex. That the minor sexual peculiarities | Canadian cities. o
are brought about by the physiological ~ He especially abhors duplications for
actions and reactions is shown both by !the reason that they lead to confusion in
the fact that they are commonly but the mails and telegraph. As an illustra-
faintly marked Until the fundamentally tion he said that while in Canada recent-
distinct organs are developed, and that, | Iy he had occasion to write a number of
despatches to his government and ad-
_#From a book entitled "An Easy Out- dressed them “London.” The despatches
line -of Evolution.” by Dennis Hird,”M. A., went to London, Ontario, Canada. Now

mg.cipglrigg %hjgkérélﬁ?lllege, Oxford, ENg- a s convinced that there should be but

one London in the world. Likewise he
believes there should be but one.Wash-
ington, and he was- surprised to learn
that there are a dozen states in this
country that have Washingtons.

A lover of Indian names, the ambassa-
dor is of the opinion that there is no
occasion for duplication in the United
States and Canada, for the Indians have
provided an unlimited supply of rippling
musical names that may be given to
cities, rivers, and other geographical
points. The wisest thing the people of
Toronto, Canada, ever did, said Mr.
Bryce, was to adopt the present name of
the city in the place of York, by which
the settlement was first called.—Wash-
ington Star.

A Poem of Poems.
Why all this toil for triumphs of an
‘hour?' (Young.)
Life’s a short summer, man a flower. (Dr.
Johnson.) ]

By turns we catch the vital breath and
die. (Pope. )
Th% cradle and the tomb, alas so nigh.

rior.
To be is better far than not to be. (Sew-

all.

Though all man’s life may seem a trag-

ed?/_. (Spencer.) ]

But light cares speak when mighty cares
are dumb. (Daniel.)

The bottom is but shallow whence they-
come. (Sir Walter Raleigh.)

Your fate is but the common’ fate of all.
(Longfellow.)

Unmingled ioys here to no man befall.
(Southwell.) ]

Nature to each allots his proper sphere.
(Congreve.) ]

Fortune makes folly her peculiar care.

(Churchill.)
Custom does often reason overrule.
(Rochester.) ]

And throw a cruel sunshine on a fool,
(Armstrong.) .
Live well, how long or short, permit to

heaven. (Milton.)

They who forgive most shall be most for-

given. (Balley™l, 5o close we cannot
see its face. (French.) |

Vile intercourse” where” virtue has not
place. (Somerville.)

Then keep each passion down, however
dear. (Thompson.) .

ThFBu pen(;Iqum betwixt a smile and tear.

ron.

The )s/ensual snares let faithless pleasure
I_ax. (Smollett.?(_ ]

With craft and skill to ruin and betray.
(Crabbe.? .

Soar not too high to fall, but stoop to
rise. (Massinger.) )
We masters grow of all that we despise.

(Crowley.) L
O ‘then -renounce that impious self es-
teem. (Beattie.) .
Riches have wings and grandeur is a
dream. (Cooper.)

Think not ambition wise because 'tis
brave. (Sir Walter Devenant.)
Theraths of glory lead but to the grave,
r

ay.
W&E/ﬂ\}_lﬁé_ ambition? 'Tis a glorious cheat.
illis.
(I d_est)ructive to the brave and great.

On
% ddlson.z .
W( I%‘[’sdall he gaudy glitter of a crown?
ryden.
The \yvay 0 bliss lies not on beds of

down.” (Francis Quarles.) .
How long we live, not years, but actions,,

tell. atkins.) . . .
That man lives twice who lives the first
life well. (Herrick.)

The trust that's given quard and to

yourself be just. ~ (Dana.)
For live we how we can, yet die we must.
Shakespeare.) | ]
. [Mrs. H. A. Deming of San Francisco,
is said to_have occupied a year in hunting
up and fitting together the above thirty-
six lines from thirty-six. English poets.]

Ready if Needed.

A Chicago office boy, looking for a job,
was asked whether he used profane lan-
guage. He replied: “I kin, if neces-
sary.” He got the place.—Atlanta Jour-
nal;

Where the Wild Beasts Are.

A little girl at Great Totham, Essex,
when asked to write about wild animals
and the countries they inhabit, wrote:
“Wild animals used to abound in Eng-
land, but now they are only to be found
in the Theological Gardens.”—Lloyd’s
Weekly,
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sketches of

and adds most interestin
emselves fa-

the men who have made { f
mous by their researches. It is as in-
teresting as a novel, and is profusely
illustrated, containing over one hundred
beau!tgfullal executed pictures. Clgown
8vo. $2.50.

THE UNKNOWN. By Camille Flam-
marion.  Contents—On ~Incredulity, On
Credibility of Telepathic Communications
made by the Dying and of the Appari-
tions, Hallucinations, The Psychic Action
of One Mind upon Another, Transmission
of Thought, Mental Suggestion, Com-
munications from a Distance Between
Human Beings, The World of Dreams,
Infinite Variety of Dreams, Cerebral
P_hy5|olog¥, Psychic Dreams: Manifesta-
tions of the Dying Exlgerlenced During
Sleep, Telepathy In Dreams, Distant
Sight in Dreams, Actual Facts, Premon-
itory Dreams and Divination of the Fu-
ture. 8vo. $2.

LEGENDS OF THE PATRIARCHS
AND PROPHETS AND OTHER OLD
TESTAMENT CHARACTERS. By S.
Baring-Gould, M. A. The reader will
find in this book a great deal of matter
about the Bible heroes which is not con-
tained in that “sacred volume,” and is
likely to think the narratives more in-
terestingly told. These stories, however,
have the same_ authority as those ac-
cepted as canonical, namély, the authori-
ty of tradition and legend. A unique
collection. Pages, 379. Price $1.

MODERN SCIENCE AND MODERN
THOUGHT. By Samuel Laing. The ob-
ject of this book is to give & clear and
concise view of the principal results of
Modern Science, and of the_ revolution

which the¥ have affected in Modern
Thought. 1t will be appreciated by every
thinker. Price 30 cents.

LIBRARY OF USEFUL STORIES. A
series of little books dealing with the
different branches of knowledge, . by
writers of authority in their “various
spheres. lllustrated. 16mo. Cloth, each,
40 cents. .

Story of the Stars. Simply told for
Eenl_sraA resaders. By Geo. F. Chambers,

C|0dd * " ’blu'n” Mnm . By EdWard
. Séor% of the Earth. By H. G. Seeley,

Story of the Plants. By Grant Allen.

Story of the Solar System. By George
F. Chambers, F. R. A. S.
_ Story of a Piece of Coal. By E. A. Mar-
tin. F.”G. S. .

Story of Electricity. By John Munro.

Story_of Extinct Civilizations of the
East. "By R. E. Anderson.

Story of the Barth’s Atmosphere. By
Douglass Archibald.

Story of Germ Life. By H. W. Conn.

Story of Life in the Seas. By Sidney
J. Hickson.

Story of Photography. By Alfred T.

r

Story.
Story of the Mind. By J. Mark Bald-

win.
_Story of the Cotton Plarit. By F. Wil-

kinson. ] ]
Story of Geographical Discovery. By

Joseph Jacobs. .
Story of the British Race. By John

Munro: o ]
Story of the Living Machine. By H.
nn

W. Conn. ]
Story of the Eclipses. By G. F. Cham-

bers.
Story of the Alphabet. By Edward
Clodd.

Story of Books. By G. B. Rawlings.

Story of King Alfred. By Sir Walter
Besant. T

Story of the Art of Building. By P.
L. Waterhouse. ) ]

Story of Animal Life. By B. Lindsay.

Story of the Art of Music. By Fred-
erick J. Crowest.

Story of Alchemy. By M. M. P. Muir.

APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT.
Being all the Gospels, Epistles, and other
ieces now extant, attributed in the first
our centuries to Jesus Christ, his Apos-
tles, and their companions, and not in-
cluded in the Hew Testament by its
compilers. Cloth, $1.50.

APOCRYPHAL OLD TESTAMENT.
Full leather, gilt edges. $1.25. )

BOOK OF MORMON. Cloth, postpaid,
60 cents.

CONFUCIUS, HIS LIFE AND MORAL
AXIOMS, with likeness of the great
Chinese Phlloso?her. By Marcenus R.
K. Wright. Only copy ‘in the English
language. 25 cents. i

THE_KORAN, or Mohammedan Bible.
Cloth, 75 cents.

UNMORAL MAXIMS, A book that
turns orthodox morality end for end.
By Abraham Miller, inStructor of Eng-
lish, Manhattan School, New York City.
It is called “a book for revolutionists,”
but the revolution to which it contributes
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is one of ideas. The maxims are brief
and pointed, and tho author is a cynic.
Price 50 cents.

Materialism
FORCE AND MATTER: or, Principles
of the Natural Order of the Universe,
with a System of Morality based thereon.
By Prof. Ludwig Buchner, M. . A sci-
entific and rationalistic work of- great
merit and ability. Translated from the
15th German edition, revised and en-
larged by the author, and reprinted from
the fourth English edition. Contents:
Force and Matter. Immortality of Mat-
ter. Immortality of Force. Infinity of
Matter. Value of Matter. Motion Form.
Immutability of Natural Laws. Univer-
sality of Natural Laws. The Heavens.
Periods of the Creation of the Earth.
Original Generation. Secular Generation.
The Fitness of Things in Nature (Tel-
eology). Man. Brain"and Mind-Thought.
Consciousness. Seat of the Soul. In
nate ldeas. The Idea of God. Personal
Continuance. Vital Force. The Soul of
Brutes. Free Will. Morality. Concluding
Olbggrvatlons. With porfrait.  Cloth,
MATERIALISM AND CRIME.
10 cents. .
MATERIALISM: Its Histor
fluence upon Society. By
Buchner. " Paper, 10 cents.
MODERN SCIENTIFIC MATERIAL-
Il(S)M. Its Meaning and Tendency. Paper,
cents.

The Holy Cross Series

THE AWFUL DISCLOSURES OF
MARIA MONK, as_exhibited in a nar-
rative of her sufferings during her resi-
dence of five years as a novice, and two
ears as a black nun, in_the Hotel Dieu

unnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any
anti-Cathalic book published has created
more excitement, and such a circulation
as this work. To counteract its effects
the Catholics circulated a story that Ma-
ria Monk was “no better than she should
be,” but investigation disclosed that her
“child of shamé” was none other than
the child of her_priest seducer. Paper,
50 cents; cloth, 75 cents.

THE CONFESSIONAL. By W. Stew-
Being an Exposure of. thalLJIT

Paper,

and In-

r. Louis

art Ross.

fiousness of the Pre-Reformation Church | J. P. Bland is resident speaker.
The Priest | Truth Seeker for sale at the door.

Lechery of the Confessional.
in Absolution. Confessions of the Es-
Extracts from Dens and Li-

uori. Examination of the Church’s

laim to have Fostered Learning. Her
Attempts at ContmencY even More Ruin-
ous than her Self-Indulgence. The Rela-
tive Criminal _Statistics of Catholicism
and Protestantism. Price 25 cents.

FIFTY YEARS IN THE CHURCH OF
ROME. W.ith portrait of the author, and
other illustrations. 43d edition. 8 vo.,
cloth, $2.25. . .

“No one can read this book without
being grateful to the heavgenl¥ Father for
prolonging the life of this faithful ser-
vant until he had seen the errors of the
Church of Rome and exposed them con-
scientiously, mercilessly.”—New York
Observer. o
_PRIEST_IN ABSOLUTION. A_Criti-
cism and Denunciation, with a review of
the system of Confession, including co-
i)_IOU_S extracts from a late infamous pub-
ication, from the Confessional Un-
masked. Paper, 15 cents.

PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED. A
lecture by the Rev. George -Townsend
Fox, of Durham, England. Revised Ameri-
can edition, showing the result in par-
ishes of the Roman decree that priests
shall uot marry. Paper 15 cents.

THE PRIEST, THE _WOMAN AND
THE CONFESSIONAL. The Confessions
of Mothers, Sisters, and Brothers. Over
Forty Thousand Already Sold. By
Father Chiniquy, Author of “Fifty Years
in the Church of Rome.” _Its revelations
are. sensational and appalling. The work
is conceded by the pulpit and press of
the country to be the best authority upon
the confessional. Its author has done
good service in the cause of Protestant-
ism, and he speaks from a personal ex-

erience in the workings of the Roman

2atholic_Church, where ne held high po-
sition. Contents: 1. The Struggle Before
the Surrender of Womanly Self-respect
in the Confessional. Il. Auricular Con-
fession is a deep pit of perdition for the
priest. Ill. The Confession is the Mod-
ern Sodom. V. How tne vow of celi-
bacy is made easy by Auricular Confes-
sion. V. The Highly-educated and re-
fined woman in the ‘Confessional—\What
becomes of her after her unconditional
surrender—-Her irreparable ruin, VI. Au-
ricular Confession destroys all the sacred
ties of marriage and human society. VII.
Should Auricular Confession be tolerated
among civilized nations? VUI. Does Au-
ricular Confession bring peace tc the
(Continued on next page.}

caped Nun.

Lectures and Meetings.

LYRIC CONGREGATION. Sixth ave-
nue, near Forty-second street. New York.
John Russell Coryell, speaker.

April 28—"Liberty and the State.”

THE MANHATTAN LIBERAL CLUB
meets every Frld@/ evening at 220 East
15th street, New York, at 8 o’clock.

April 26—A symEosium on the Social

8uestion. Speakers, Wm. J. Ghent
eor%e L. Rusbhy, Joseph Wanhope, and
Jas. F. Morton, Jr.

The Truth Seeker and Truth Seekei
publications for sale at the door.

HENRY FRANK delivers Sunday lec-
tures at 11 A. M., in Lotus Hall, 115
West Seventy-ninth street, near Columbus
avenue; New York.

April 28—"The Vice and Virtue of Skep-

ticism. )
May 5—“The Promise of Human Broth-

erhood.”

THE BROOKLYN PHILOSOPHICAL
ASSOCIATION.—Meetings held every
Sunday afternoon, at 3 o’clock, in Long
Island” Business College, South 8th street,
between Bedford and Driggs avenues,
Brooklyn.

pril 28.—"Is the Resurrection a Pagan
Festival?” Henry Frank.

The Truth Seeker and Truth Seeker
| publications for sale at the door.

LIBERAL ART SOCIETY. Platon
Brounoff, director. Meets at Terrace Ly-
ceum, 206 East Broadway, Friday even-
ings at 8 o’clock.

April 26.—“The Dangers of Socialism and

Anarchism.” Debate: Mr. Isaak and
Mr. Quinlan.
THE PEOPLE’S CHURCH, Aurora. 111,
. M. A. Spence, minister. Meetings
Sunday at 11 a. m. )
April © 28—"Insects in Relation to
Health.” Dr. S. A. Forbes. State En-

tomologist and Professor of Zoology in
the University of Illinois.

THE BOSTON FREETHOUGHT SOCI-
The

269

CLUB NO. 1, BUCKEYE SECULAR
UNION, meets on alternate Sundays in
0. W. A. M. Hall, Ulrichsville, Ohio, at
1 oclock P. M.

April 28—"Sunday Closing and Sunday

Funerals.” ]
M@/ 12—Lecture by A. C. Norrigan of
anal Dover.

THE LOS ANGELES, CAL., LIBERAL
CLUB meets everg Sunday afternoon at
Monmouth Hall, 517 So. "Broadway, at
2:30 P. M. Seats free.

THE = WASHINGTON SECULAR
LEAGUE, founded in 1870. Meetings open
to the public every Sunday afternoon at 3
o'clock in Pythian Temple, 1012 Ninth
street, N. W.

April 28—Some Jewish Problems, Dr.
abbi Abraham Simon.

SOCIAL SCIENCE LEAGUE meets
Sunday evenings in Oriental Hall, Ma-
sonic Temple, Chicago.

FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE, 715

| North Broad street, Philadelphia, meets

every Sunday at 2:30 .and 7:30 p. m.
Liberals throughout the vicinity are cor-
dially invited to these lectures. George
Longford, secretary.
May 5—2:30 P. M.
cal?” Daniel K. Young. 7: . M,
“Why Jews Are Not Christians.” Rab-
bi Krauskopf.
The Truth Seeker and Truth Seeker
publications for sale at the door.

THE OMAHA PHILOSOPHICAL SOCI-
ETY meets Sunday at 3 P. M., room 3
third floor PatterSon Block, 17th and
Farnhar'. sts.

April 28.—"Ideals vs. ldols.” J. J. Points.

THE CHURCH OF HUMANITY

A branch of the CHURCH OF HUMAN-
ITY in the City of New York. Getready
for a great time when organized. For par-
ticulars call on or address, J. Frantz, Lo-
%?I &)rganlzer, 119 East 116th street, New

ork.

“Is Socialism Practi-
30 P. M

A PRINTER.
A _young man, who finds himself in
straitened  circumstances, after a pro

longed- illness™ would greatly appreciate

finding him an opening. Case or Lino-

t pek Address, PRINTER, care ot Truth.
eeker.

HAECKEL'S
LAST WORDS on EVOLUTION

A POPULAR RETROSPECT AND SUMMARY.
BY ERNST HAECKEL.

Translated from the Second Edition by Joseph McCabe.
Haeckel's latest

X With three plates and
ortrait

PRICE, CLOTH, $1.00 NET

CONTENTS:—Introduction.

Preface.

Chapter |.—The Controversy about

Creation; Evolution and Dogma; Plate I.; Genealogical Tree of the Vertebrates.
Chapter IL—The Struggle over our Genealogical-Tree; Our Ape Relatives and the

Vertebrate-Stem; Plate Il.: Skeletons of Five Anthropoid Apes.

The Controversy over the Soul; The Ideas of Immortalit '
Appendix.—Evolutionary Tables: Geological Ages and

ree—First Half; Man’s Genealogical Tree—Second
e Primates; Genealogical Tree of the Primates; Expla-
Postscript.—Evolution and Jesuitism.

bryos of Three"Mammals
Periods; Man’s Genealogical
Half: Classification of
nation of Genealogical Table I.

Chapter [1l.—
and God; Plate LU.: Em-

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY
PUBUSHERS

62 VVesey Street

TheEvo
J

New York City

utionof Man

By WILHELM BOELSCHE.

ODERN SOCIALISM Is closely allied to the modern
| scientific theory of evolution, and it is impossible

to understand it without some knowledge of that
theory. Now evolution is accepted as a working
basis “in every university of Europe and America,

and nd”one with ascientific education wastes time in Ques-

tioning it.

Neverthelers, there has until now been no popu-

lar explanation of the evolution of man in simple form at a

low price. There is a very good reason for this.

If laborers

understand science, they become socialists, and the capitalists

who control most publishing houses naturally do not want
them to understandit.

**The Evolution of Man" tells in full detail, in a clear,
simple style, illustrated by pictures, just how the descent of
man can be traced back through monkeys, marsupials, am-
phibians, fishes, worms and lower forms of life, down to the

animals composed each of a single cell.

Moreover it proves

that there is no such fixed line as was formerly thought to

exist between the organic and the inorganic,
same life-force molds the crystal that molds the cell.
notonly simple; itisu
eries. in"science.

ut that the
! Cltis
to date and gives the latest discov-

It is THE book on the subject.

Handsomely bound in cloth, 50 cents postpaid.

CHARLES H. KERR*» COMPANY,

56 Fifth Avenue, CHICAGO.
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soul? IX. The Dogma of Auricular Con-
fession a sacrilegious imposture. X
Some of the matters on which the priest
of Rome must question his penitents.
Price $1.

SISTER LUCY AND HER AWFUL
DISCLOSURES RESPECTING NEW
HALL CONVENT, Boreham, Essex, Eng-
land. Showing that convents are inimi-
cal to chastity, virtue, and freedom. Pa-
per, 10 cents.

THE SECRET INSTRUCTIONS OF
THE JESUITS. Our reprint is from an
edition of 1723, of which the Society of
Jesuits on the Continent purchased and
suppressed all the copies obtainable. The
work is redolent of Jesuit craft and is a
plain index to the chicanery, dishonesty,
and underhand working of. that order
against the welfare of individuals and so-
clety. Price, 15 cents.

New Books and
New Editions

FRANCE AND THE POPE. By Gen-
eral Wm. Birney. The best exposition of
the facts as to the recent separation of

church and state that has been pub-
lished.  Specially commended by the
-French Ambassador at Washington. (10

cents.)

CREEDS NOT FOR SECULARISTS.
By Gen. Wm. Birney. A lecture before
the Washington, D. C., Secular League,
arguing aﬁyamst the adoption of a “creed”
by Liberals. (10 cents.)

GOD’'S PROTEST, and the PROTEST
OF ISRAEL. By Capt W. E. P. French.
(15 cents per dozen.)

ADVICE TO PARENTS to keep their
children out of Sunday schools. By Rob-
ert G. Ingersoll. (10 cents per dozen.)

AGE OF REASON. By Thomas Paine.
Ingersoll. (5 cents.)
ROME AND THE COMMON
By n. K. Wasbbum. (b
cents.)
WAS CHRIST A MYTH? By W. A
Croffut. (5 cents.)
LAST LINK IN EVOLUTION. By Ernst
Haeckel. (4 cents.)

WHICH IS THE WORD OF GOD? By
John E. Remsburg. (3 cents.)

MARTYRDOM OF MAN. By Winwood
Reade. (Cloth, $1.)

SOW THE GOOD SEED
LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE

CIRCULATE TRUTHFUL DOCUMENTS!
PASS AROUND THE TRUTH SEEK-
ER TRACTS,
and other Liberal publications to do mis-
sionary work, and help to open THE

EYES OF THE BUND!

The Truth Seeker Tracts

are furnished at prices very low, so that
Societies and generous individuals can

buy them for gratuitous distribution.
LARGE DISCOUNTS

to those who purchase by the quantity.
Probably a few dollars can be expended

Let Liberals exercise liberality enough
give away thousands and tens of thou-
They are well de-
work, and in
If a
Broper enthusiasm is enkindled in the
reasts of lovers of Freethought and Men-
tal Liberty much good can be accom-

to
sands of these Tracts.
signed to do missionary
spreading the glad tidings of truth.

plished.

Prices range from two cents to ten.
be ordered
of the various numbers, and a
discount made to those who buy

From one to one hundred ma

of any

heav%/
e

by the quantity.

Friends, Invest $5 or $10 in this w\?\y,

e
certainly ought to be as zealous in promul-
gatmg truth as our adversaries are In

and see how much good it will do.

isseminating error.
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,

62 Vesey Street, New York, N. Y.
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Gems of Thought GyST AL ¥IYL'HS,

Drinking water neither makes a man
sick nor In debt nor his wife a widow.
—John Neal.

Let none of you treat his brother in a
way he himself would dislike to be
treated.—Mohammedan.

Those who believe that heaven s,
what earth has been, a monopoly in the
hands of a favored few, would do well
to reconsider their opinion; if they find
that it came from their priest or their

randmother, they could not do better
than reject it.—Shelley.

The athletic boy is a creature becom-
ing painfully familiar to us—a gapin
fool, ever babbling of bats and balls, al-
ways hotly eager to diffuse his wide
knowledge of the athletic world, gro-
tesqueI%/ unable to talk or to think about
any other subject; in a word, a dreary
example of the intellectual ruin some-
times worked by excessive devotion to
so-called physical culture.—The Clarion.

The world believes too much in the
power of evil and not enough in the
power of good. It believes in the power
of money, in physical force, in self-will,
in self-love, in the survival of the strong-
est and the consequent destruction of the
weak. It believes in the power of hate,
of cunning, of subtlety, and in the. futility
of love r1 a force or energy. As a con-
sKquL_Jence, evil predominates.—Charles

ein.

It was -not a technical collegian, but
Edison, the newsboy, who began to
think electricity, and kept on at his joys
until acres of electric lights came forth
to brighten the darkness of cities and
homes. Your technical orators have sel-
dom voiced the great eloquence. Edward
Everett at Gettysburg is forgotten; Lin-
coln is eternally remembered. Your pro-
fessional writers have seldom written
the great book. It was Mohammed, the
camel-driver, who gave the Oriental
world the centuries-lived Koran.—The
Grail.

A Fallen Idol.
Millions of freemen acclaimed him, the
leader commissioned of God.

Both to interpret the law and to smite

with the punishing rod.

Justice beheld and approved his begin-

ning, but now she disowns

The arrogant servant who mimics the

gold coated kings on their thrones.

Flushed with the wine of ambition, and
coarsely exchan?tlng the lie, )
What is there left of the flower of his

fame that can wither and die?

To the wall turn the face of the statue,
and tear the Igreen chaplet away,
Hasten the fall of the curtain that hides

him and closes the play.
—New York Sun.

_If an educated man of sixty asks of
himself how much is left to him of re-
ligion as taught to him in his childhood,
he may well be startled at the answer
to his inquiry. The creation of the world,
4004 B. C.; the Noachian deluge; the
tower of Babel; the standing still of the
sun and moon at Joshua’s command; the
remarkable biology of Leviticus; or, on
another side, the "vicarious atonement;
justification by faith; everlasting pun-
iIshment; the ~dubious condition™ after
death of unbaptized {infants land the
countless millions of heathens; the ver-
bal inspiration of the Bible; these doc-
trines, and many more, where are they in
the intellectual world of the educated
man? Whither have they gone? Where-
in have they been submerged?—Mrs. An-
nie Besant.

One of the greatest, if not the greatest,
of social problems to-day lies hidden in
a gradual change in thé way in which
;I)_eople_ regard the question of marriage.

he diminishing sense of the sanctity of
marriage may be due to the increasing
recklessness "and hurry of our modern
life; it may be due to the lessening dis-
like of the publicity of divorce proceed-
ings and to the growing temptation of
divorce as an escape from momentary
and trifling incompatibilities; it may be
due to an Increasing worship of and de-
sire for wealth as the guerdon of success
that is replacing glory; it may be due
in some sense to all that. But its real
cause is the setting up of other pretexts,
other motives, other incitements to mar-
riage than affection. That must be the
one and only incitement, motive, pre-
text,-or the structure of the _cgmmuni_t?/
and the happiness of the individual will
shatter together.—Princess Estelle de
Broglie.

and theik parallels
in OTHER RELIGIONS;

BEING A

Comparison of tlie Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles with
those of Heathen Nations of Antiquity.

CONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND MEANING.

K is a perfect Encyclopedia on the
subjects treated, containing a Vvast
amount of out-of-the-way knowledge not
accessible to the majority of readers,
and all the objections to the dogmas of
Christianity one is likely to encounter,
grouped under appropriate heads. No
author has struck harder blows at the
Christian religion. It is the most import-
ant Biblical criticism that has ever ap-
peared, being the result of many years of
study of the reli?ions of antiquity. It is
thoroughly reliable, every fact being veri-
fied by copious notes and authorities.

Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL said:
“This work demonstrates the fact that
there is nothing new or original in Chris-
tianity; that its maxims, miracles, and
mistakes, its doctrines, sacraments, and
ceremonies, were all borrowed; that its
virgin mothers, miraculous babes, courier-
stars, crucifixions, resurrections, and as-
censions, were familiar things hundreds
of years before the founder of Christian-
ity was born. It shows that all the ma-
chinery of the supernatural has been in
active operation for countless genera-
tions; that all the nations of antiquity
had tbcr.' the same religious experience,
and substantially agreed as to the cor-
rectness of about the same mistakes. Ca-
tholicism administered on the estate of

Sixth Edition: Large 8vo, cloth, 614 pages, $2.50;

WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS

Paganism, and appropriated most of the
property to its own use. Christianity fur-
nished new steam for an old engine. Fa-
bles, like most other things, wear out
and have to be patched, gilded, or re-
placed.

“The author of ‘Bible Myths’ has suc-
ceeded in showing that our Bible is not
the great central fire giving light to the
world, but a collection of candles and
tapers and sparks borrowed by the
‘chosen people’ from those whom Je-
hovah, according to the scriptures, had
left in the darkness of nature.”

Rev. M. J. SAVAGE says: “To me, the
volume is worth twenty times its cosL”

THE BOSTON COMMONWEALTH
says: “Here we have evidence upon evi-
dence that there is no myth, legend, su-
pernatural occurrence, doctrine, rite or
ceremony recorded in the Bible which
cannot be paralleled in some ancient rec-
ord centuries older than the page on
which the same thing is narrated In the
Hebrew and Christian scriptures. We
confess we are curious as to how the
orthodoxies of the Christian world will
greet this book. We more than suspect
that they will not greet it at all, but will
be content to pass it by in fearful silence.”

half morocco,

mottled, $5.
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 62 Vesey Street, New York, N. Y’

FreethinKer’s Catechism

From the French of

JHIS wurik was ulol CAA/AAOAAC*HA  AAA  XX.AAb-

werp, Belgium, in 1877. The author
states, in a letter to the translator, that
it had to appear in that country for the
excellent reason that in those days there

was no publisher in France who dared to
undertake such a work.

Since then there has been a wonderful
change. The French government no
longer cringes to the church. Montell,
who was imprisoned in his younger days
for his book, “The History of an Ignoran-
tin Brother,” to-day occupies an honored
position under that very government, be-
ing prefect of the Haute-Vienne at Li-
moges.

e Catechism created a sensation at
.he time of its appearance; the clergy
were particularly infuriated at the bold
opening declaration that “God is an ex-
pression,” and we can imagine their
pious horror on meeting in another place
tLe statement that Christ's mother was

PRICE, PAPER, 35 CENTS.

EDGAR MONTEIL

Xcpuuea to be a woman of easy virtue. At-
tempts were made to introduce the work
into some lay schools, and it is needless
to say that this caused intense excite-
ment among the Catholics.

The present translation covers the en-
tire text of the original, but not all of the
footnotes. As originally published in The
Truth Seeker it was thought impractica-
ble to give the footnotes in their en-
tirety, which is_to be regretted, as they
are “uniformly interesting and back up
the text The author expressly states in
the preface, using the editorial “we:”
“Our own merit really lies in our work
of editing. The knowledge that our cate-
chism contains is simply the fruit of hard
work—it is a compilation. The form
alone is ours, and we venture to say
that it would have certainly cost us far
less time and far less work to write out
ten volumes than to put it into these two
hundred pages of compact questions and
answers.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

Folks Next Door

By W. A. CROFFUT, Ph.D.

About Four Hundred Pages,

Handsomely Printed and Bound

Price, $2.00

A rollicking, jovial book of travel is W.
A. Croffut's “Folks next Door.” The
first of the book describes a ramble along
the Atlantic coast in a yacht, going as
far as Montreal; afterwards he goes to
Cuba,. Yucatan, and then zigzags in Mexi-
co. His description of Panama is very
timelﬁ/, as from it one can get a good idea
of what the United States are ug_agaln_st
in the canal now being dug. While wait-
ing for the chicken-pie dinner to be done
on the old farm in Connecticut the doc-
tor discovered the secret of perennial
youth, and has added an account of it to
the book. He also reprints his recent
poems, including *“St. Peter's Mistake,”
and others published in The Truth Seek-
er and daily papers. Altogether, he has
given us nearly four hundred pages of
wit and wisdom and there is not a dull
one in the lot. He went fishing for cod
off Cape Cod, robbed lobster traps, saw

whales, which were very like clouds, off
the coast of Maine, hunted swordfish,
loafed among the Bluenoses, went down
to the “vexed Bermoothes,” saw pink
ﬁigs in the blue sea around Cuba, made
imself familiar with the people and their
religion, found out how the Mexicans
live, and why, found out about their hab-
its, and tried to find their morals, rakes
up Spanish misdeeds for God’s sake; de-
scribes the peons, and a trip over the
Andes; wandered up among the Toltec
ruins, investigated the land system 01
Mexico, and discovered that Eden was
once at the North Pole. There is, be-
sides, a great deal of information coun-
cerning Mexico. The whole book is the
witty, wise and cynical journal of one
who is not deceived by outward show,
but accepts it all as a part of the enter-
tainment, with inanite good nature and a
desire to see more.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER



Christian Science
By MARK TWAIN

In this great work Mark Twain devotee
himself seriously and logically to a seri-
ous theme; the result is an earnest, pains-
taking, and impartial study of Christian
Science in all the details of its growth
and church organization.

This book is the result of years of care-
ful investigation of Mrs. Eddy’s cult and
writings, and of the church which she
has founded. It is an honest effort to
answer seriously those questions which
the public generally has been asking
about Christian Science.

The reader will like the way Mark
Twain goes vigorously into details, writes
plain English, and gets to the bottom of
things. e is equally frank with praise
or censure, as the case demands. And
while his book must be ranked as the
most serious and extended criticism of
the subject that has yet been made, it
is not without repeated tinges of humor
which make it, while instructive, also
deeply entertaining. Illustrated, Crown
8vo, Price $1.75.  Uniform with Book-
store Edition of Mark Twain’s Works.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.
62 Vesey Street, -New York.

France and the Pope

BY GENERAL WILLIAM BIRNEY.

A true statement of the causes which
have led to the separation law in France,
showing the falsity of the Catholic, charge
of confiscation against the French Gov-
ernment.

M. Jusserand, the French Ambassador
at Washington, and others, have com-
mended, "FRANCE AND THE POPE,”
as the best and most satisfactory presen-
tation of the matter that has been writ-
ten. You need it to understand the situ-
ation.

10 cents per copy. Per dozen; $1.00.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,
62 Vesey Street, New York.

R—eed Smoot’s Bible

The United States Senate has refused
to bow before the tempest in a commu-
nion-cup, raised by the clergy and the
orthodox women, and Reed Smoot re-
tains his seat as. Senator from Utah.
Perhaps, just now, you would like to
read Mr. Smoot’s holy bible, the "Book of
Mormon,” which we are offering in a
well-printed, neatly cloth-bound edition.

Price 60 cents.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO,,
62 Vesey Street, New York.

CREEDS

Not for Secularists

BY GENERAL WILLIAM BIRNEY.

Summary of Contents; Creeds Transi-
ent — Progress Not Made Under Creeds
—Science Better Than Creeds —Growth
and Decadence of Religions — Confucian-
ism — Buddhism — Christianity — Mo-
hammedanism — How Religions Grow
and Fall — Can There Ever Be a Final
Religion? —The Old and the New—Fruits
of the New — Conclusions.

Price 10 cents. Per dozen, $1.00.

Address THE TRUTH iSEEKER CO.,
62 Vesey Street, New York.

Paine’s Age oi Beason

BY THOMAS PAINE, M. A.,
A Pioneer of Biblical Criticism

This edition of Thomas Paine’s master-
piece is the one that is sure to become
the standard for all future correct edi-
tions. It is reprinted from one of the first
copies in English published by Barrols at
Paris, January, 1794, aud the proofs
werep robably read by Paine. It enables
the world of the twentieth century to read
Paine’s AGE OF REASON as Paine wrote
it in the eighteenth century. It is print-
ed from large new type, 180 pages.
PRICE 15 CENTS. EIGHT COPIES, >1.
Published and sold by the Truth Seeker

Co., 62 Vesey street. New York, N. y.
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Not for Parsons.

So Easy.—Speaking with a young lady,
a gentleman mentioned that he had failed
to keep abreast of the scientific advance
miof the age. “For instance,” he said, "I
don’t know at all how the incandescent
electric light is produced.” "Oh, it's very
simple,” said the Iad%/. "You just press
a button, and the light appears at once/’

Had Her Started.—"Biddy,” says Pat,
timidly, “did ye iver think 0’ marryin'?"

"Shore, now,” says Biddy, looking de-
murely at her shoe, "shure, now the sub-
j?lct has niver entered me mind at all, at
a 7

“It's sorry Oi am,” says Pat, and he
turned away.

"Wan minute, Pat,” said Biddy, softly.
“Ye've set me thinkin'.”—Tacoma Ledger.

A Woman Suffrage Anthem.

‘When my pa is writing letters,
must always linger near

To assist him in his spelling and to
make his meaning clear.

If he needs advice, her judgment, he ad-
mits, is always best; )

Every day she gives him pointers, most-
ly at his own request.

She keeps track of legislation and is
taxed on bonds and stocks,

But she never gets a look-in at the good
old ballot-box.”

~ A Surprise for Him.—The modern wife
is beginning to astonish the modern hus-
band. A man came home at 3 a. m.
He took off his shoes on the front door-
step. Then he unlocked the door and
went cautiously upstairs on tiptoe, hold-
ing his breath. But light was streaming
through the keyhole of the bedroom
door. With a sigh he paused. Then he
opened the door and entered. His wife
stood _bal the bureau fully dressed.

“I didn’t expect you'd be sitting up for
me, my dear,” he said.
~ "I haven't been,” she said. “l just came
in myself.”—Woman’s Journal.

Ma

Too Long.—Dr. George Dana Board-
man, the famous Baptist preacher, used
|o tell this story against himself: “I

and spoke longer than was my custom.
The undertaker was a man of nervous
temperament, and as the afternoon was
oing he began to be anxious to be on
the way to the cemetery. He finally whis-
pered to one of my members, ‘Doés your
minister always preach as long as that
at a funeral? Well, said the brother,
‘that is a good sermon.” ‘Yes, said the
undertaker, ‘the sermon is all right, and
| believe in the resurrection; but I am
afraid if he does not stop pretty soon |
will not get this man buried in time.””

An Appeal To Kentucky.

Note: President Roosevelt and several
other Government experts are endeavor-
ing to answer the question: ‘What is
whiskey ?” ) )

Whiskey? What is whiskey? Oh,

Labr;d where the tasselled” corn blooms
oWw.

Land where the fertile soil gives up

The sap of its soul to fill the cup

Of golden glamor, of heart’s desire,

Of dreams strung on a topaz wire

About the necks of bottled bliss

Whose lips await the famished Kkiss

Of such a thirst as makes one cry

To feel again that fervent drY_;

Land of the juice of pure delight,

Land of the swallow’s heavenward flight,

Land of the oil of happy nows.

Land of the Bourbon blossoming booze,

Land of the Blue Grass honey dew,

Answer the question. It's up to you.

A Maine Man’'s Epitaph.
Speaking of odd inscriptions ou tomb-
stones, here is one which somebody has
copied from a monument in a West Rip-
ley cemetery:
—John L. Jones—
—Born Feb. 7, 1811—
—Died Aug. 11, 1875—

| came without my own consent.

Lived a few years, much disconteut,
At human errors grlevmgi;

| ruled myself by reason’'s Taws,

But got contempt ‘and_ not applause
Because of disbelieving.

For nothing e’er could me content,

To faith some people did assent
Alone could gain salvation.

But now the grass does me inclose

The superstitious will suppose
| am doomed to hell’s damnation;

But as to that they do uot know—

Opinions oft from ‘ignorance flow
Devoid of sane foundation.

'Tis easy men should be deceived

When anything by them’s believed
Without a demonstration.

—Keunébec Journal.

Philosophy
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of Ingersoll

TO PLOW IS TO PRAY
TO PLANT IS TO PROPHESY
AND THE HARVEST
ANSWERS AND FULFILS

Selections from the lectures and writings of

ROBERT G.

INGERSOLL

With a Biographical Sketch of the Author

Edited and arranged by
VERE GOLDTHWAITE

Handsomely printed on Alexandra deckle-edge paper.

Bound in heavy Bjornson

boards, with buckram back and gilt top

Price, postpaid, $ 1.65.

in flexible Spanish leather, Boxed, $3.15

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 62 Vesey St. New York.

A RADICAL SCIENTIFIC TREATMENT FOR MEN

Varleeeele. Seminal
Lost Manhood-

Afflicted with

Wealcnesw and Impoiency or
It you or any of your friends are suffering from

these diseases see that you send six 2 cent stamps FOR MV BOOK
explaining »y treatment, and la which a statement of these complaint»
and their evil effects are given, together with sworn testimonials—unre-

fMed evldeDees of my success.

I have never seen a case of VARI-

COCELE, SEMINAL WEAKNESS AND IMPOTENCY properly
treated by any other method than mine—a medicine applied ex-

ternally.

I bare never seen a case so far advanced that my treat

meat would not give th» greatest benefit, and those cases are few and far

between which it will Dot completely and cPermanently curo.
wish to make my treatment ee public an

| therefor»
widely extended aa possible.

I can give treatment just as effectively by mall at a distance as In my

office.

Dr. R. P.

1 make an charge for advice by mall and my FEE la moderate.

FELLOWS,

Dr. Fellows Is a Liberal. a Humanitarian, and a most excellent physician.

Freethinkers af tbe land should give hhn their patronage.

He is regularly edncared and legally qualified. and backed by thirty-

afterall others fail.
five years’ experience

He cure»

By John E. Remsburg

Eleven Chapters on the Authenticity of the Bible
Thirteen on the Credibility of the Bible—Ten on the
Morality of the Bible, with an Appendix of unan-
swerable Arguments Against the Divine Origin and in
Favor of the Human Origin of the Bible: : ;

Twenty-six pages of

Index, enabling the reader to

refer in an instant to any authority quoted or Argu-

ment used by the author.

The book makes tome five hundred pages, and is printed handsome-
ly on heavy paper, with wide margins.
Price, $1.25 net. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.

Funny Bible Stories

WHEREIN IS REVEALED THE RICH-

NESS OF HOLY WRIT IN HU-
MOROUS INCIDENT.

The Zoological Occurrence in the Garden
of Eden, with its Lesson for Women—
The Experiences of Abraham, who
stood before Kings, and of Sarah, his
Wife, who went farther. Also the Re-
lation of Lot to his Daughters’ Chil-
dren; the Words of Isaiah, an old-time
Forecaster; the Winding-up of Ananias;
the Exploits of Judge Samson, and
other Amusing Narratives

Told by
W. A. CROFFUT, PH. D,

and embellished with 23 cuts by
MR. RYAN WALKER.

Price, 10 cents. Fifteen Copies for $1.
THE TRUTH SEEKER PUBLISHING
COMPANY.

Sixty-two Vesey Street, New York.

THOMAS PAINE'S PORTRAIT

A very fine Reprint from a rare old
Engraving. A Sharp Engraving from the
Romney Portrait, printed in the -eigh-
teenth century. One of these Engrav-
ings was P[esenteq by Thomas Paine him-
self to a friend, with his autograph there-
on. This copy is now in the possession
of George Jacob Holyoake. There are
but four of the originals in this countr
that we know of, and one of them was of-
fered for sale some time ago for_ $7.50,
which shows the rarity of the picture.
Our reprint is from an original purchased
at auction some years ago. As a portrait
the reprint is as good, and much clear-
er, than the originals are now.

The picture is 8x10, on very heavy pa-
per, 16x20, a very nice size for framing.

Price only 50 cents.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

30 JEWELS for 15 CENTS

Send for a package of Little Jewel Men-
ders, onl)(1 15c. ends agate, granite,
tin. No heat or outfit needed. * Agents
wanted. A. P. Washburn, 948 EL 160th
street, New York city.
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News of the Week

The exposition at Jamestown, Va.

opens April 26.

All the medicine men in the churches
of Cuba prayed for rain last Sunday.

The trial of Haywood, implicated in
the murder of ex-Governor Steunenberg
of Idaho, is set for May 9 at Boise City.

_The native portion of lloilo, the second

city in importance in the Philippine Is-
lands, was destroyed by fire on April
19, leaving 10,000 persons homeless.

In_the Spanish elections, April 1, for
the Cortes, the Republicans and the Carl-
ists made gains, and the government was
also strengthened. The Socialists were
unsuccessful.

The loving are the daring. A New
York man named O’'Neill, who wears sev-
eral medals won at life-saving and other
forms of heroism, is held to await the
action of the grand jury for having two
or more wives.

‘The Rev. Dr. Aked drew a big house at
his first appearance last Sunday in the
pulpit of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian
church, which Rockefeller attends. The
Rev. Aked looks like Roosevelt and
preaches “righteousness.”

Peace has its tragedies. The Rev. Dr.
Tennis Slingerland Hamlin of the Pres-
byterian church of the Covenant in Wash-
ington, D. C., came here to attend Mr.
Carnegie’s Peace Congress, and met sud-
den death from apoplexy while doing so.

The President's friend, Herbert J.
Hagerman, appointed governor of New
Mexico, failed to fit into his position, and
resigned. Capt. George Curry, now gov-
ernor of the province of Samar, in the
Philippines, succeeds Hagerman. Curry
was a Rough Rider.

It was proposed in the British House
of Commons, April 17, to follow the
American example to the extent of taxing
immigrants five shillings a head. Home
Secretalg/_ Gladstone informed the pro-
ponent, Sir Charles Howard Vincent, that
the suggestion was impracticable.

April 15 was the anniversary of the big

Jire uaiian .Eratandd- -ThO
from the ashes. They say that the wealth
ot the town is greater

anA that it has

population of 450,000.

_Following dissensions in the congrega-
tion of the Rev. Father Yoncola, pastor of
St. Joseph’s church at Hazleton, Pa., the
Parsonage_ was dynamited at 3 o’clock on
he morning of "April 18. Father Yon-
cola sustained only slight bruises, but
the house was a sight.

In the court which spent two months
or more on the Thaw case and reached
no conclusion, Joseph Figlia, an_ltalian
tailor who shot and killed a girl, was
condemned inside of three hours, April
18, and on Monday was sentenced to
imprisonment for life.

Residents of White Lake, in Michigan,
say that the surviving members of the
house of Dowie are in dire straits. Mrs.
Dowie will endeavor to make money by
keeping a little summer resort. She has
said she will take a typewriter with her
and do some writing, and it is supposed

Formerly $10.00
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that she intends to publish stories rela
tive to the inside workings of Zion City.

There are_now twenty-eight American
women qualified to practice as lawyers
before the Supreme Court of the United
States. Miss Ida M. Moyers of Wash-
ington, admitted April 18, is the twenty-
eighth. The first was Belva A. Lock-
wood, admitted in 1879. Mrs. Lockwood
has frequently appeared to argue cases,
Ibut few of the others have used the privi-
eges.

The Florida State Senate, by a vote of
23 to 5, has adopted a %omt resolution to
declare the Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Amendments to the United States Con-
stitution void and to disfranchise the ne-

gro. Senator Beard, who introduced the
resolution, made-a speech in which he de-
clared his belief that the Supreme Court
of the United States would uphold this
action of the Senate.

As the result of the murder of two
ﬁollcemen by an Italian desperado, who
ad already shot another man, the New
York police are gathering in all persons
known to carry concealed weapons, and
the courts impose severe fines. The
worst offenders are Italians or Sicilians of
the more ignorant class who pack about
statues of saints and hold religious cele
brations in the street.

The Theosophical societies of many
countries are considering the nomination
of Mrs. Annie Besant as world president
of the Theosophical Society which has its
headquarters in India. On the advice of
two “Masters” Col. H. S. Olcott, the presi-
dent-founder, named Mrs. Besant as his
successor just before his death, Mrs. Be-
sant accepts the nomination, She will
come to American in June.

The Central Federated Union of Labor
has appointed a committee to wait_upon
President Roosevelt and request him to
reverse or retract his judgment of Hay-
wood, one of the men indicted for the
assassination of Steunenberg. Mr. Roose-
velt has prejudged Mr. Haywood as an
undesirable citizen, In Chicago 500 labor
leaders, representing 175,000 workers,
met last Sunday and denounced the Pres-
ident for that utterance.

v..Th«bJ?3XIR aE&jnxjjg_printing

respondence, which. reveals the pagal
an ever-before, nuncio’s secretary as a gay_boy. ne
ot bach its previous \ letter is from a male friend inviting the

Reverend Monsignor Montagnini to share
four women with him. In his courtship
of a Catholic wife of a Protestant hus-
band, the friend reminds the secretary
that the latter has made two persons
ealgus, himself (the friend) and the hus-
and.

The pope’s secretary of state, Cardinal
Merry del Vai, has been appointed sec-
retary of apostolic briefs, a position
where he may remain in obscurity for
the rest of his'days, and there are-advices
from authoritative sources that he will be
asked to resign his post as secretarel of
state. There is a feeling among Cath-
olics that Del Vai’'s diplomacy is respon-
sible for the loss of France to the church.
It is said that he deceived the pope, who
is not infallible in politics.

The Peace Congress in New York last
week was fproductlve of much spirited dis-
cussion of methods. The Congress re-

Now $1.00

HAECKEL’S GREATEST WORK

The Evolution ol

Heretofore the cheapest edition of this masterly production has been the two
That edition is now out of print and the only way
The edition we
two volumes
undred and eight illustrations in
the two volumes, with all the text, and our readers will do well to supply them-
selves with it at once. * It is translated from the fifth (enlarged
Fifty thousand of this reprint have been sold in

volume edition at five dollars.

it is obtainable in an American print

have procured is the English cheap reprint,
There are four

which we sell for one dollar.

seph McCabe.

Man

is the ten dollar edition.
P]aper covered, in

edition b
ngland.

the only ones to bring it over here, and we ought to sell a large number.

Two Volumes, Paper, $1.00

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 62 Vbsey Street New, York
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A BOOK FOR THINKERS.

Eternity of the Earth.
Electricity the Universal Force.

BY DANIEL

A CONSIDERATION OF THE QUESTION WHETHER THE UNIVERSE
WHETHER THE EARTH

COOLING OFF,

K. TENNEY.

IS
IS ETERNAL, OR

WHETHER OUR NATURAL LIGHT AND HEAT PROCEED
AS SUCH FROM A RED HOT SUN, CURRENT THE-
ORIES EXAMINED IN AN ATTEMPT TO DIS-
CLOSE THEIR FALLACIES AND TO AP-
PROACH THE FACTS.

CHAPTER |.—Ceriticism of Current Cosmic Theories—Age of the Earth as Shown
by Geology—The Nebular Hypothesis Explained—Theory as to Sun-

light and Heat.

CHAPTER Il.—The Hypothesis of Ether Criticised—Sunlight and Heat Shown to
be Visionary—Heat and Cold are Concurrent Forces of Nature.

CHAPTER I1l.—The Nebular Theory Discredited — Spectrum Analysis — Some
New Astronomical Visions—What Geology Suggests — Evolution
Does Not Build Suns and Planets—Internal Heat Caused by Grav-

itai Pressure.

CHAPTER IV.—Celestial Bodies Operate as Dynamos—Sunlight and Heat

Se-

cured by tne Interchange of Electro Magnetic Currents—Was the

Universe Ever a Chaos?

A HANDSOMELY PRINTED WORK

OF 105 PAGES. CLOTH BOUND.

PRICE 75 CENTS.

A FOUR-DOLLAR BOOK FOR TWO DOLLARS

Supernatural

Religion

An Inquiry into the Reality of Divine Revelation

We have in stock a limited edition of

this great work to dispose of, which we

have cut the price as above stated. This
book is published in London at $15, but
cur American edition has always soid fpr

I\X? but the author is now known to be
alter Richard Cassels, a nephew of the
great Dr. Pusey. Probably /
printed in England excited greater in-
terest than this. It is most damaging to
the claims of Christianity, and its posi-
tions and statements have never been
refuted by the clergy. It is very scholar-
I%’ and enters into the examination of
the original Greek in detail and with
great exactness. It exhausts the sub-
Ject of Miracles, the Synoptic Gospels,
the Fourth Gospel, the Acts of the Apos-
tles, the Resurrection and the Ascension,

no work ever

TAKE NOTICE: WHEN THE SMALL REMNANT NOW OFFERED

and contains full replies to the author’s
critics.

The London Times in speaking of this
great work used uUns_lanjguf™ “Eg

any’age, has had the influence and
effect on the_thinking ‘part of the com-
munity as this work. It has done more
to open the eyes of the ignorant and
credulous, and sweep away the dogmas
and cobwebs of superstititon, than any
other book.”
_The three volumes of the London edi-
tion (which sells for $15) are accurately
reproduced in this single volume of 1,000
pages, and the index 1s full and com-
plete. While our edition lasts we shall
sell it for $2 to the readers of The Truth
Seeker.

Send in your orders early.

IS

GONE “SUPERNATURAL RELIGION” WILL BE OUT OF PRINT IN AMERICA
AND WILL TAKE ITS PLACE AMONG RARE BOOKS OF VALUE.

THE TRUTH SEEKER, 62 Vesey Street, New York City.

solved that “a general treaty of the ar-
bitration for ratification by all the na-
tions should be drafted by the coming
conference, providing for the reference to
the Hague court of international dis-
putes which may hereafter arise, which
cannot be adjusted by diplomacy.” An-
drew Carnegie paid the expenses of the
C#ngrless, the delegates to which were un-
official.

For criticising the Vatican’s policy to-
ward France the pope has suspended Don
Romolo Murri, a_democratic priest_ of
Rome, from all priestly functions. Priest
Murri’s views have _beeP interpreted as
showing sympathy with the popular anti-
clericaism which is reported to be in-
creasingly rampant in Rome. As he has
a large following_the opinion is expressed
that this inhibition will result in a ser-
ious schism in the church.

" As the result of one faction bringing in
a new preacher, men and women were
knocked down and trampled upon and

women fainted during a pitched battle in |
the Free Will Baé)tlst church_at Ports-1
morning. Hymnj

mouth, Ohio, last undax

books were hurled back and forth, "and
the pews and other furniture were demol-
ished.- The_ fight lasted fifteen minutes
and was at its height when a patrol wag-
on loaded with policemen rolled up to
the door. The appearance of the patrol-
men stopped the conflict and the patrol
wagon was used to convey several hys-
terical women to their homes. No one
was seriously injured, although a num-

ber were badly hurt.

Earthquakes _in Mexico have destroyed
the cities of Chilpancingo, Chilapa, and

Tixtla, with the loss of hundreds of lives.
The disturbed territory embraces all of
the state of Guerrero,” the western part
of Oaxaca, and the eastern portion of

Michoacan. The lower part of the city
of Acapulco was swept by a tidal wave.
Railroads in the affected district are

ut out of business. The volcanic moun-
ain Colima seems to be on the verge of
an eruption, and threatens the city of
Colima. The pious Mexicans are pray-
ing. The practical ones are establish-
ing refuge camps and organizing relief.
Earthquakes have been recorded in Eu-
rope, .in the_Philippines, and in South
America.  The volcano PL_J?/eh_ue in
the province of Valdivia, Chile, is still
in active eruption and new craters have
opened. The losses in the neighboring
country are enormous and the  inhabi-
tants are panic stricken.

TheSimpleTruth

BY W. H. RICHARDS.

Is not only selling rapidly, but the au
thor is receiving letters from hosts of
people everywhere similar to the follow-
nar-

Ing:

g‘Dear Sir:  Your little book 'The
Simple Truth,” is certainly filled from
cover to cover with truth, and should be
read by everyone. It is intensely inter-
%stm .- Yours truly, Dr. G. A. B.,.Colum-
us, Mo."

Price 10 cents. Address W. H. Rich-
R/Tgs’ 1020 W. Baltimore St., Baltimore,

4tl4.



