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THE CHILD’S LIBRARY.
We are happy to. inform the readers of tlie Monthly, that we have just issued

the first of a series of little volumes for Children. The first volume is entitled

Smgfun fItafraixnns for {Kljilbnn,
It is a neat little volume of Sixty-four pages, bound in muslin, large fair type, 
containing six interesting stories, with appropriate hymns for children, by Mrs* 
L. M. Willis. The stories and hymns were prepared by her for her Sabbath 
School class, in Coldwater, Mich., and they are admirably adapted to the pur
pose for which they were designed.

CONTENTS OF VOL. I.
The Little Peacemaker.—Child’s Prayer.—The Desire to be Good.—Little Mary.— 

Harry Marshall.—Wishes.—The Golden Rule.—Let me Hear the Gentle Voices. 
—Filial Duty.—Unfading Flowers.—The Dream.—Evening Hymn.
Persons sending twenty-five cents, will have one copy mailed to them post

paid. Five copies for One Dollar. Usual discount to the trade for cash* It is 
the best thing for children we have seen.

BOOK OF WORSHIP*
We will send to all wishing, a prospectus for the publication of our Book 

of Worship. We will also furnish a specimen sheet.

We now have on hand the First, Second and Third Volumes of out 
Monthly, bound in muslin, and will furnish them at $1.50 per volume, and 
pay the postage. Orders will be promptly attended to*

J. TIFFANY*

FREDERICK CARRICK
, ' ■ FIRST-OLASS

BOOK *A.ISrTO JOB
249 CANAL STREET,

Between Centre and Him.

GOODYEAR’S PATENT TRADE NOTICE.J Ct -
All Manufacturers and Dealers in Suspenders* Garters, Shoe'and other Webs, 

Tapes* Braids* Belts, Cords, Gloves* Wristlets, and all similar Goods*
ARE INFORMED

That the Exclusive License and Ownership of C* GOODYEAR for VULCANIZE!) 
RUBBER, applied in these Fabrics, and many others* are in me; and all such goods 
sold without my name and authority, are in violation of exclusive rights, adjudicated 
to be mine; and I must hold all parties infringing responsible.

LICENCES TO SELL THE PATENT
May be had on application at my office or warehouse,

JSTO- 23 COBTLAJNDT STREET.
Orders for every article, in this line executed promptly, or reference for supply to 

parties to whom specific rights have been consigned.
HORACE H. DAY.
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FAMILY EXERCISES.

At request we publish in this number some suggestions upon 
the subject of Family Worship, together with suitable forms. 
We cannot account for the opposition there is to religious exer
cises in the family and social circles, unless there is a very wide
spread religious Atheism among those calling themselves reform
ers. They may have a sort of intellectual or mythical substitute 
for that Being which should deeply and reverently engage the 
soul’s highest powers, and call that the “ Great Magnetic Center,” 
“ Supernal Intelligence,” “ Divine Mind,” etc.; but such Being 
can only dwell in their thoughts; He does not extend to their 
affections and life. He becomes not to them,“ The All in All.”

Why do not all men desire affectional communion with the 
“ Heavenly Father ?” If they have any faith in his existence 
and loving presence, such desire must be inevitable. The truth 
is, but few comparatively, have any living, all-abiding faith in 
God. They have a simple assent that there may be something 
which they cannot understand, “ by whose ” or cc by which ” 
power all things are fashioned and regulated. But this some
thing so exists in their minds, as not to call them up into their 
higher and holier natures—filling them with deep earnest hunger- 
ings and thirstings after righteousness. It does not challenge 
their deepest love, awaken their loftiest aspirations. It does not 
break in at all upon their love of self, and the pleasures of sense. 
It does not summon them away from those delights and toys 
which engage the simple worldling, and which can last but a 
few days. It calls them not to the work of laying up treasures 
in heaven, or to the converting the things of this life to the uses 
of that which shall never end. To all such our article on Family 
Worship will be unwelcome. They will reject and despise it. 
But to others it may be a little “ bread upon the waters.” 

vol. iv.—32.
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FAMILY WORSHIP.

The importance of begetting the right kind of influence in 
the family circle cannot be over-estimated. Our associations and 
communions with spiritual beings will be according to our inter
nal states: and the influence which externals will have upon us 
also depends upon our spiritual condition. It therefore becomes 
a matter of much importance that we attend early and faithfully 
to the means by which the highest and best internal states may 
be fostered. Any means by which the aspirations are elevated 
to a higher, purer and more truthful condition, are calculated to 
develop and strengthen in us such conditions. And as we become 
what our most earnest aspirations make us to be, let our aspira
tions become pure, true and just, and we shall become so.

Family Worship should become an exercise of a pleasing and 
social character. All who engage in it should do so from a sense 
of pleasure and delight rather than from a feeling of duty. It 
should become to each a season of social aspiration, by means 
whereof they can aid each other in attaining to a purer and holier 
condition of mind.

Family Worship should become a season of internal examina
tion, where each can aid the other in their mutual experiences, 
doubts, difficulties and trials, through kind suggestions, and 
appropriate information.

It should be a season for forming high and holy resolves, 
from which place each soul might go forth armed with fixed and 
determined purposes of loeing rigid and doing rigid.

These exercises should be varied according to the states, con
ditions and consequent feelings of those engaging in them. 
Readings of a devotional kind, such as suggest spiritual truths, 
awaken holy aspirations, and stimulate to firm resolves to be and 
to do for God and humanity, would be appropriate. Singing 
appropriate hymns, spiritual songs, chanting sentences, etc.

Moral and religious conversations, of a cheerful kind, tending 
to make all feel free and united, finally bowing down together in 
prayer, either silently or vocally, some member leading in the 
exercise, will do much for the spiritual states of those thus 
engaged. A season .thus spent in the morning, preparatory to 
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tlie labors of the day, would breathe a holy and purifying influ
ence over every member of the household; would do much to 
guard against temptation and to protect and support the tried 
and tempted spirit; would bring us into communion with a 
higher and better class of spiritual beings, and hasten our onward 
progress in the divine life.

It is desirable as far as may be, that each family should have 
a little Chapel or Family Altar set apart and consecrated to this 
social and private worship. Every house should contain a room 
suited to this use, and used for no other purpose. And this 
family sanctuary should be comfortably and tastefully furnished, 
so that a sense of ease and neatness may be present during these 
heavenly exercises. A little expense would furnish each family 
with such an apartment, and, if properly attended to, it would 
soon become unto them a Bethel—“ none other than the house of 
God, and the gate of heaven.”

In conducting these exercises, every family must be left to its 
own sense of use, need and propriety. The following order sug
gests itself to us as usually appropriate, as well also as the variety. 
Each family will use as many of the exercises as to them seems 
fit and proper.

1st. Select Readings ; which should be of a spiritual and 
devotional character, in which all present take part, if convenient.

2nd. Social Conversations upon moral and religious subj ects. 
Care should be taken to avoid all disagreement and disputation.

3rd. Singing select hymns, spiritual songs or chanting 
sentences.

4tii. Prayer, either silent, all bowing down, or vocal, some 
member leading: or there may be seasons of both silent and 
vocal prayer.

For the purpose of aiding those who wish to engage in these 
seasons of social aspiration, and yet do not feel competent to 
dictate suitable forms of expression, we will present a few forms 
of prayer.

Before presenting these forms, we will first call attention to 
one expression which, according to popular theology, some are 
quite liable to misunderstand. That exnression is “ through 
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Christ our Lord.” To present the deep significance of that 
expression in its religious and philosophical meaning, would 
require more space than we can occupy in this article. We will 
devote an article to that subject at our earliest leisure. As we 
use the expression in our forms, we wish the term “Christ” 
translated, “ the divine presence; ” and when applied to us, as 
“ through Christ our Lord,” let it signify, if you desire, “ through 
thy divine presence in us.” This will approximate to the original 
meaning of the expression.

MORNING- PRAYER.

We would come before thee this morning, Heavenly Father, 
and bowing meekly and reverently in thy presence, acknowledge 
our weakness and dependence upon thee for life, health and every 
needed blessing. In deep humility of spirit would we remember 
and confess all our transgressions, and breathe forth our prayers 
for mercy and forgiveness. In thee is our hope ; in thee is our 
strength; 0 grant that our trust also may be in thee. Enlighten, 
we pray thee, our understandings by thy truth, quicken us by 
thy spirit, and purify our hearts by thy love, through Christ our 
Lord.

Response.—We pray thee to hear our prayer.
Our Heavenly Father, we thank thee for the many blessings 

thou are constantly bestowing upon us; for life and being ; for 
the degree of health and strength we possess; for the enlighten
ment of our understandings ; for the development of our true 
affections ; for those better desires of our souls which lead us to 
seek unto thee; for the perfect destiny which awaiteth all thy 
children. We thank thee for the light of this morning: that thy 
watchful presence and power has been wuth us, and over us, 
during the hours of darkness and night. Help us, 0 Lord, to be 
truly grateful for these, and for other innumerable blessings 
which await us on every hand: and we humbly pray that the 
same provident care and watchfulness may be over us through 
this day, keeping us from all temptation and delivering us from 
all evil.

Response.—We thank thee, 0 Lord.
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Give us this day our daily bread, as well for the spirit as for 
the body ; feed our understandings 'with thy truth, and our souls 
with thy love; and may we grow in our knowledge and love of 
thee, unto the stature of perfect men in Christ.

Response.—Hear our prayer.
Grant O most merciful Father, that our steps this day may be 

wisely directed, so that we run into no danger to our bodies or 
to our spirits. May we observe and keep all the requirements 
of truth, purity and righteousness, that we may not become false, 
impure or wicked in our desires or actions: but may we in all 
things obey thee, and thus honor and glorify thee before men.

Response.—Keep us from all sin.
Bless, we pray thee, Our Heavenly Father, every member of 

this household, whether present or absent. May they ever dwell 
together in peace and concord. Let nothing ever occur to dis
turb that pure and holy love which should bind each member 
to the other, and all to thee. Fill each and all their souls with 
thy truth. Clothe them with thy righteousness, and baptize 
them with thy spirit, that they may become one family in heaven, 
through Christ our Lord.

Response.—Amen.
Bless also these little children. May they early become lambs 

of thy fold. O keep their tender minds from imbibing error. 
May they be guarded and protected against all temptations to 
evil. Keep them, Heavenly Father, in their simplicity of faith 
in thee : in their child-like trust and confidence ; in their meek
ness and purity of spirit. Awaken in their souls that perfect 
love for all that is true, pure, just and good that shall guide them 
in the straight and narrow way to thee. Give unto us wisdom 
so to teach them, and so to deport ourselves in their presence as 
to lead them in the ways of holiness. O may they ever be pre
cious to us and thee.

Response.—Amen.

{Insert Special Form if proper.)
Heavenly Father, we would remember before thee all the 

poor and the destitute ; the sick and the afflicted; the outcast 
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and. wandering; the downtrodden and oppressed. We pray thee 
that each and all may be blessed according to their several needs. 
To that end incline our hearts and the hearts of* all to seek them 
out and to become thy angels of ministration unto them.

Response.—Amen.
Forgive, we pray thee, our enemies, persecutors and slander

ers, and turn their hearts. Bring them into harmony with thee 
and thy government. Teach them, and us, the divine quality of 
that charity which suffereth long and is kind: which enviet.h 
not: which is not puffed up : which seeketh not her own: and 
thinketh no evil.

Response.—Amen.
Heavenly Father, cleanse us, we pray thee, from evil 

thoughts, affections and desires: purge our souls from all lust 
and impurity; fashion us in thine own divine image; and teach 
us in spirit and truth to pray.

AU together.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is done in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temp
tation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the 
power and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

EVENING PRAYER.

Oui’ Father, who art in heaven, we come before thee this 
evening to render unto thee most humble and hearty thanks for 
thy continual goodness and loving-kindness towards us. We 
thank thee that life, strength and health have been preserved 
unto so many of us, while others around have sickened and died. 
We thank thee for kind and loving friends; for the guardianship 
and protection of thy holy angels ; for the means of unfolding 
our souls in love and understanding. We thank thee for the 
food for our bodies and for our spirits ; for the hungerings of our 
souls after a higher and better life; for the perfect destiny which 
awaits all thy children ; and for all blessings, past, present and 
prospective.
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Response.—We thank thee, 0 Lord.
Enable us now at the close of this day to call to mind all the 

thoughts, feelings and actions which have been amiss, that we 
may here in our souls confess them before thee, and with true 
and penitent hearts turn from them and renounce them for ever. 
Enable us, O Lord, in thy strength, to enter upon higher resolves 
to obey thee in all things. Grant that we so live as ever to grow 
wiser and better day by day; that we take warning from the 
past to renew our offences no more. Show us our weakness, and 
cause us to feel our dependence upon thee. Incline our hearts 
to look up unto thee at all times, praying without ceasing, and 
in all things giving thanks through Christ our Lord.

Response.—We pray thee to hear us, O Lord.

(Insert Special Form if required!)
And now as we retire to our slumbers, we pray thee, our 

heavenly Father, that thy protecting power may be over us ; let 
thy good angels be very near unto our pillows, keeping away all 
harm, filling our souls with inspirations of love, in filling our minds 
with visions of the beautiful and pure, so that our slumbers may 
be peaceful and calm : bring us to the light ofanother day full of 
health, strength and goodness, ready to go forth in thy love and 
power, a light unto the world, a living way unto thee.

Response.—We pray thee to answer our request.
And now unto thee, kind and indulgent Parent, do we com

mend our souls, trusting to thy wisdom, love and power for all 
we need for time and eternity. ILear, answer and save through 
Christ in us.

Response.—Amen.

[Here follow special forms to be used as occasion require. 
They can be inserted at the appropriate places in the Morning or 
Evening Service. In the Morning Service they would more ap
propriately come in after the prayer of blessing upon the children, 
if that form should be used ; if not, then after the one preceding 
it. In the Evening Service, they would come in after the second 
form—according to suggestions in those places.]
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SPECIAL FORMS.

If any member in the Family is sick.

Father we would remember with pity and compassion him 
who is sick. Grant that we may be faithful and constant in our 
attention to his needs. Give us wisdom to administer truly and 
properly according to his necessities; and grant, we pray thee, 
that he may speedily be restored to health and comfort. May 
his spirit be refreshed by thy presence, and may this affliction 
be sanctified to us all.

Response.—Amen,

If there has been any Disagreement or Unkind Feelings in the 
Family.

Our heavenly Father, we feel humbled before thee and thy 
holy angels, that the peace and sanctity of this household has 
been disturbed and profaned by feelings of contention and ill- 
will. We mourn that the enemy was permitted to come near the 
shrine of our hearts’ love. Heavenly Father, we now draw near 
unto thee confessing our sins, and we pray thee, by thy love, to 
aid us in putting away this false and wicked condition of our 
hearts. And grant, we pray thee, O most merciful Father, that 
nothing may ever again occur to disturb our affections, or mar 
our social and domestic happiness. Pardon us, we pray thee, as 
we pardon others, and love us as we love others, through Christ 
our Lord.

Response.—Amen.

If any member of the Family be absent.
Remember, we beseech thee, with thy merciful kindness, that 

member of our household who is absent from us. Watch over, 
guide and protect him. Keep him from all danger, from all 
temptation and disobedience to thy divine requirements. Bestow 
upon him all needful blessings. Keep him in physical and spir
itual health and honor, and glorify thy name and power in and 
through him now and ever.

Response.—Amen.
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If any member of the Family is abozct to journey.
Our Heavenly Father, we commend to thy merciful care and 

keeping our dear--------------who is about to go out from us.
Protect and keep him from all danger and temptation, may his 
thoughts, feelings and desires be continually unto thee. Be 
about his path by day and his bed by night, and may he be 
speedily returned unto us (or liis friends whither he goes) full 
of health and strength, being greatly confirmed and established 
in all truth, purity and righteousness, receiving and imparting of 
thy fullness grace for grace.—Amen.

Recovery from Sickness.
We thank thee, O most merciful Father, that our-------------

has been raised from sickness and languishing and is again re
stored to our circle. We bless thee that his sickness was not 
unto death. O be pleased to accept our grateful homage in this 
behalf. Continue him in health and prosperity long to live, and 
at last to attain to the ioys of thy salvation, through the baptism 
of thy Holy Spirit.

Response.—Amen.

When others unite with us in Family Worship.
Blessed Father, we rejoice that our friends are permitted to 

be with us at this time and to unite with us in worshiping before 
thee. Grant that our season of social and religious communion 
may be profitable to us in the advancement of our spiritual and 
religious conditions. We commend them to thee and thy grace, 
asking that thy mercy and loving-kindness may ever be mani
fested toward them through us and all thy children, now and 
ever.

Response.—Amen.

When there is Death in the Family.
In this hour of our bereavement, our Heavenly Father, we 

would acknowledge thy boundless goodness and mercy to us 
and all mankind. In our sorrow we are not of those who mourn 
without hope. We thank thee for the gift of immortality and



506 FAMILY EXERCISES.

eternal life to all men. We bless thee, that in this assurance 
death has lost its sting and the grave its victory. Holy Father, 
by this affliction draw oui’ souls unto thee. Reveal unto us the 
perishing and transitory character of all outward relations, and 
grant that in all our aspirations and desires, we may be found 
seeking a city which hath eternal foundations.

Response.—Amen.

Death of a Child.
To thee, our Heavenly Father, do we render most humble 

and hearty thanks for the gift of immortality and eternal life to 
this young and sinless being, which has just embarked upon the 
ocean of thy love. We bless thee, that having left this world 
of sin and sorrow, it can never know its pollutions and griefs. 
That being pure in its spirit, it is surrounded by thy holy angels, 
guarded and protected by thy seraphs, and led in the ways 
of eternal life. We pray thee, our Heavenly Father, that we 
may be found worthy of its companionship. Make us to be 
pure and holy in our spirit that we may commune with it and 
thee now and ever.

Response.—Amen.

Another Form.
We bless and praise thy holy name, 0 most merciful Father, 

that death has rnot the power to separate between our affections 
and the loved one who is removed from our sight. We thank 
thee that love still answers to love, and affection unto affection. 
That the dear departed is still within the reach of our prayers, 
and can partake of our holy aspirations unto thee. O most mer
ciful Father, help us to realize this, that we may be stimulated 
in our efforts after thee. May we strive to become altogether 
true, pure and holy in all our desires and aspirations, that 
through us the dear one may be aided in becoming truly sancti
fied. Hear us through Christ in us.

Response.—Amen.
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THE YEARNINGS OF THE SPIRIT

For communion with the departed are most strikingly exhibited 
in the following Poem, written by Mrs. ITemaxs. Read it, ye 
caviling ones, who declare that it is wicked to seek for commun
ion with the departed loved ones. Did Mrs. Hemans sin in 
desire as she prayed, “Answer me? ” And if she did not, would 
it have been wicked for the loved one to have answered her ? 
Would it have led her to love God and his government less, had 
the departed spirit appeared in answer to her deep yearnings ? 
Speak from the fountain of thy affections, and I will trust thee 
for the answer!

TO A DEPARTED SPIRIT.

From the bright stars, or from the viewless air,
Or from some world- unreached by human thought,

Spirit, sweet spirit! if thy home be there, 
And if thy vision with the past be fraught, 

Answer me, answer me !

Have we not communed here with life and death ?
Have we not said that love, such love as ours,

"Was not to perish as a rose's breath,
To melt away, like song from festal bowers ?

Answer me, oh I answer me!

Thine eyes last light was mine. The soul that shone 
Intensely, mournfully, through gathering haze—

Didst thou bear with thee to the shore unknown, 
Haught of what lived in that long earnest gaze?

Hear, hear, and answer me!

Thy voice—its low, soft, fervent, farewell tone
Thrilled through the tempest of the parting strife,

Like a faint breeze—oh ! from that music flown
Send back one sound, if love’s be quenchless life,

But once, oh! answer me!

In the still noontide, in the sunset hush,
In the dead hour of night, when thought grows deep,
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When the heart’s phantoms from the darkness rush, 
Fearfully beautiful, to strive with sleep—

Spirit I then answer me!
By the remembrance of our blended prayer ;

By all our tears whose mingling made them sweet;
By our last hope, the victor o’er despair;—

Speak! if our souls in deathless yearnings meet;
Answer me! answer me 1

The grave is silent:—and the far-off sky, 
And the deep midnight—silent all, and lone !

Oh ! if thy buried love make no reply, 
What voice has earth?—Hear, pity, speak, mine own!

Answer me! answer me!

--------------4-------------

BE UP AND DOING.

No class or society of people can prosper who are not actively 
engaged. All must work earnestly. The feeling that there is 
nothing for us to do, or nothing we can do for humanity, is fatal 
to true social and spiritual development. Our liberal Christian 
men and women, have work enough on hand to engage all their 
time and tax their utmost powers. Our opponents are busy. 
They leave no means unemployed. They will incur almost any 
expense to so occupy the times and plans of lecturers as to exclude 
those who disagree with them. Why then should we be idle. Let 
liberal tracts be purchased and circulated in every community. 
The Ladies’ Religious Publishing Association, in Albany, are 
publishing a tract each month, filled with the most interesting 
matter, such as is needed by all inquiring minds. They are of a 
liberal Christian character, and make religion to be a matter of 
practical life. Now, why not form associations in every com
munity to obtain those tracts for gratuitous distribution. They 
are only $2.00 per hundred, and will do more for the cause of 
truth than any other equal expenditure. Any information can be 
had by addressing Mrs. Lucy C.Mayo, 50 Hudson-street, Albany 
Just form your clubs, send on your money, and resolve yourselves 
into societies for diffusing liberal, Spiritual Christian truth.
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THE SYMPATHY OF DEPARTED FRIENDS.

A TALE FOUNDED ON FACTS.

“ The listening angel heard her prayer, 
And calmly smiling said—

Fear not, we’ll give thee day by day
Thy daily bread.”

When troubles and afflictions assail mankind, they instinct
ively turn to a power superior to themselves; there is a drawing 
of the soul to an all-pervading spirit, whose presence and power 
they acknowledge, and ere they are really conscious why, or 
wherefore, their thoughts are raised in earnest supplication to 
that ever present Being.

The silent watches of the night often witness the deep heart
felt aspirations of some humble soul, for blessings on those around 
whom their affections cling.

Why do they thus pray ? Is it not because they feel that there 
is around them an Almighty Father, who can and will listen to 
them, and by some means their petitions will be answered ? Who 
can say that angels are not around us ? That they are not minis
tering spirits to execute missions of love and mercy to us poor 
erring mortals ?

In ancient times angels were sent on errands of mercy, and 
often appeared in the form of man, and do they not watch over 
the children of men as much now as in the days of the prophets 
and apostles?

If God has ceased to watch over and communicate with his 
children on earth, will some wise seer tell us when He ceased? 
Has not many an earnest prayer been answered, many a suffer
ing individual been relieved through the ministry of angels ? 
Most assuredly; and to the truth of the assertion, many a poor 
mother can testify.

In one of the counties of N. II., a short distance from the 
thriving manufacturing village of C------ , a poor inebriate had
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found a shelter for his family. It could hardly be called a home,
though Ins wife, a very neat industrious woman, made every
effort to render their habitation comfortable and inviting to her
husband and children.

The wife was once ■lit star in the circle in which she
moved. She was cheerful, well educated, with a degree of refine
ment seldom met with in one who had struggled with poverty 
in all its changing phases.

Iler husband’s occupation (when he found employment), took 
him from home many days at a time, so that the mother and 
three small children were often left alone, and with scanty means 
of support. The mother trusting in Him without whose per
mission “ Not a sparrow falls to the ground,” had ever been able 
to furnish her little ones with food. Never had she laid them in 
their cheerless bed, without feeling that she had something to 
supply the returning demand for food from her little ones; but 
the time came when there was not a morsel for even the infant 
just old enough to look up with tearful eyes into its mother’s face 
and beg for food.

During one of the cold northeast storms that drift the snow 
mountain high, until like miniature

“ Alps on Alps they rise,”

There was no track of man or beast to be seen. The mother 
and her little ones were alone. Night came on ; they were given 
the last morsel of food the house afforded, then with all the 
yearnings of a mother’s heart she committed them into the hands 
of guardian angels. Wearied with the sports and gambols of 
childhood, they soon sank to sleep. The mother alone, with want 
staring her in the face, with no visible means to prevent suffering 
and death, in order to divert her thoughts from the sad picture 
before her, took her wheel and commenced .spinning ; but why 
she was not cast down she knew not; hope cheered her at her 
toil; her soul was drawn out in earnest supplication for her 
dear ones, “ Give us this day our daily bread.”

The sweet voice of her mother was on that dark and stormv
night whispering words of courage and trust to her soul. 
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child, you shall not be forgotten,” was ever sounding in her cars; 
it was so distinct that she often looked around to satisfy herself 
that she was really alone, she felt her mother’s arms around her, 
and the still sweet voice, “ My child, you shall not be forgotten,” 
rang in her ears. She often said, “ It is my mother,” but how it 
could be, surpassed her comprehension. She was not fearful; 
not unhappy. Thus the time passed until the village clock told 
the hour of ten.

The bleak winds of a cold December night whistled through 
the pines that clustered at the base of one of the White Mountains, 
and made mournful music to the weary and careworn who had 
sought shelter in the village of C------ , but to those who had
cheerful homes, and good fires, their music was almost unheard, 
save when now and then a sudden gust of wind threw the snow 
against the windows, the inmates would give a slight shiver, 
with the careless remark, that the storm was severe.

In the village of C------ , a bright blazing fire cheered the
hearts of the dwellers of an elegant mansion. Its owner was 
reclining on a sofa, with his wife and children around him. Tie 
was not what was considered a very benevolent man. On this 
evening he appeared unusually restless, often walking to the 
window and looking out into the storm, as it whirled and hissed 
against the glass, and then return to his seat by the fire. Why 
he was restless no one knew. At length he observed to his wife, 
“ Do you recollect our old friend Mrs. S------ ? ” (who had been
dead fifteen years). She replied, “ Yes, but I have not thought 
of her for many years.” Mr. D------, (for that was the name of
the gentleman), replied, “ She seems to be whispering in my ears, 
‘ Go to my child, she needs you.’ ” Mrs. D------ , having forgot
ten about Mrs. S------ ’s family, inquired “who her child, or chil
dren were ?” “ Mrs. F------ , who lives in the old house at the
foot of the mountain, is the youngest daughter; I fear they must 
be in want, and if the storm was not so severe I would go out 
and see them.”

The fearful howling of the storm abroad made home more 
dear, and Mr. D------ once more settled himself to spend the even
ing at home; as he did so a quick low whisper sounded in his
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ear, that made him start, “ Go to my child, she needs you.” He
tried to drive it from his mind, but the same sweet voice he had
heard so often in former times, still urged him on, until lie could
resist it no longer.

Calling his servant, he ordered his horse harnessed to the 
sleigh, and gave directions to his wife and daughters to prepare 
a basket of provisions, and many other necessaries, and he would 
take them to Mrs. F------ , as the impression on his mind was too
strong to be resisted. Mr. D------ , according to the impulse
within, went to Mrs. F------ , late as it was, through fearful drifts
of snow, which almost defied the power of man or beast to pass 
them, and left his basket of provision and other things, which he 
felt were needed, though to what extreme poverty they were 
reduced he little knew.

Mrs. F------ , was a stranger to him, but a strong feeling she
could not resist, led her to inquire, “ Why, on such an inclement 
night, he thought of coming so far to her ? ” He replied, “ That 
in his youthful days he had known her mother, as a dear friend, 
but he could not say why he had never known any of her chil
dren ; but to-night the sweet voice of your mother, as I had heard 
it in former days, has been in my ears, urging me to come to 
you, that you needed me.”

Mrs. F------then related the sad state of her family, that not
one morsel of food remained in her house, and that she had not 
broken her fast that day; but she was not cast down, for the spirit 
of her mother had assured her she should not be forgotten.

Mr. D------ returned to his family, related the incidents of his
interview with Mrs. F------ , remarking, “I never believed in im
pressions, but this was too strong to be resisted,” and for many 
years he took care of Mrs. F------and her family, and at all times
asserted that the voice of his old friend Mrs. S------ often directed
him to them.

The incidents above narrated occurred within the writer’s own 
knowledge, and before modern Spiritualism was known. Was 
it not the angel spirit of her mother that watched over that 
family, and directed her old friend to visit her child, and supply 
her wants ?

vol. iv.—30.



PEDANTRY AND POWER. 513

Readers, wlio are not. believers in Spirit influences, harden
not your hearts against the impressions of benevolence that arise
in your minds. Listen to the voice of conscience, or what ever
you may call it, be guided by it, and you will be sure to do
right.

In prosperity or adversity call upon “ Our Father in heaven,” 
in trust and confidence, and lie will hear you and send his angels 
to watch over you. II------ .

PEDANTRY AND POWER.

In a former discourse we have unfolded the true idea of men
tal culture for the citizens of the Empire State. But we are 
aware that when this is attained we encounter anancient and unre
conciled quarrel between the man of letters and the man of action. 
The practical genius of our great Commonwealth is always j ealous 
of the interference of the scholastic mind in affairs. It would 
drive the scholar and professional man off into a narrow circle 
of mental operations and claim the whole field of actual life for 
itself. As a consequence, the scholar is forced to underrate 
practical efficiency and is confirmed in his own isolation from 
society. The great end of all human culture is yet imperfectly 
understood, even by those who claim to be cultivated. As a 
completion to our review of the education of the people of New 
York, let us state the true object of all developments of the mind; 
and as truth is often enforced by contrast, we may speak of that 
false culture whose result is seen in an all-prevailing pedantry, 
and set it over against that true education whose finest attain
ment is the acquisition of Power.

We shall be greatly mistaken if we suppose that what often 
goes by the name of “ Culture ” in Society develops spiritual 
Power. Indeed the well nigh universal result of culture in all 
departments of American life is pedantry. Pedantry and power 
are the antagonistic ends of two ideas of education. To the vast 
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majority of men, culture means the imposition of knowledge and 
arbitrary rules from without, — an exercise chiefly taxing the 
memory, leaving the man unaffected. The cultivated man, ac
cording to this idea, is he whose memory is crowded with the 
results of other men’s thoughts, whose life is spent in recollecting 
what he has learned, and squaring his opinions and conduct to 
such laws as may find their way to this storehouse of the mind. 
The deep places of his nature are undisturbed; his reason, affec
tions, imagination, will have never been roused, fired, concen
trated in any crisis of original thought, but are cold spectators 
of mental pictures thrown upon the walls of the soul by the 
camera obscura of memory. This kind of culture makes pedants, 
or men in whom life waits upon knowledge, not men in whom 
knowledge is fused into life.

We shall greatly mistake if we suppose the pedant is found 
only in the study. The literary pedant, the little man tottering 
under the crushing weight of his own memory, has been so often 
held up to ridicule, that it may be supposed his failing is the 
peculiar infirmity of the literary class. Not so! Society is 
crowded with pedants—the apt scholars of a system of education 
that would change men by dressing them in certain garments 
of conventional law and miscellaneous knowledge. Behold the 
merchant pedant, who has toiled himself into gray hairs and 
chronic restlessness, and never learned the alphabet of his trade; 
that a merchant is a man applying the eternal laws of nature 
and justice to practical affairs, not a man driven in a harness, 
whose reins are clutched in the unfeeling gripe of a false popular 
system of business. Behold the agricultural pedant, who spends 
fifty years trying to adjust the earth to the few notions of farm
ing he has inherited from his ancestors or gathered from his 
neighbors. Have you not seen the female social pedant, whose 
idea of woman is a creature made to keep house and rear chil
dren like everybody else, be clothed upon as the Juno nods from 
the sacred mount of fashion whence descends the apparel of the 
“ angels upon earth,” to revolve in the monotonous treadmill 
which somebody calls good society, and pilot her soul within 
the breakers whereon she is assured all who venture outside the
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reigning conventionalism are fatally wrecked ? I think I have
seen the pedant of politics whose platform is “ man for constitu
tion,” not “ the constitution for man.”

Practical people are fond of ascribing all pedantry to the 
men of letters — the preachers, the lawyers, the doctors, the 
scholars. We accept their most severe criticism, and only hope 
grace will be given us to see that man is the true centre of all 
professional life ; but we cannot be ignorant that pedantry is the 
curse of common life and most destructive thereto. Whatever 
sinks the man into an appendage to the memory and crowds the 
mind with knowledge without arousing the soul, is false culture 
and ends in folly. How has the sacred office of instruction 
suffered at the hands of such men and women, schoolmasters 
and schoolmistresses who shout forevermore to their scholars 
from behind a barricade of w'ords, disjointed facts, superficial 
theories, and conventional rules; whose souls never touch the 
soul they affect to teach ; who know not what it is to stand by 
human nature and invoke its sublime energies to harmonious 
power.

There is another style of culture which arouses the nature, 
by the contact of life and the stimulant of science, and when the 
faculties are actually awakened and trained, leads the mind up 
to the avenues of knowledge, and points along these grand vistas 
the way to Spiritual Power. “ Strait is the gate and narrow is 
the way” of this high culture, “ and few there be that find it.” 
Few indeed are they in any walk of life who have gained posses
sion of their own powers, assimilated their knowledge and expe
rience into the blood of life, who grow in human excellence as 
the years bear them on; who placed before a new subject of 
thought or thrown into a new complication of affairs, bring to 
the solution of their present problem a fresh original Spiritual. 
Power. These souls are the rulers of life, the only “ cultivated.” 
It has been a tradition of the past, that these men must always 
remain a class ; but we are bound to show that this is the natural 
training to which every soul has a right.

Tlie constituents of Spiritual Power are Freedom, Earnestness 
and Purity.
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It is a criminal mockery to demand Spiritual Power where 
Freedom is denied. Freedom is the unlimited privilege of search
ing for truth, and making its unrestricted application in life. 
Caprice is not freedom; willfulness is not freedom; incontinence 
of body or soul is not freedom; these are the slavery of the 
higher to the lower faculties of man. Only through reverence 
for the true, and love for the good, does the soul rise into an 
ever-widening universe of thought and life, and under the lead 
of such an inspiration, no man can be safely hindered in his 
journey to Spiritual Power. For there is no faculty in man 
which may not rightly claim its legitimate exercise. Who shall 
forbid the ocean of human affection, whose waves conceal the 
awful boundary line between the soul and its Maker, to ebb and 
flow responsive to divine attraction in God and Man ? What 
pretentious philosophy will dare to chain reason within the 
bounds of a foregone conclusion, and thus insult Omniscience 
through its only delegate on earth ? Is any conventional notion 
of morality so valuable, that we can afford to sacrifice the imagi
nation, whereby we behold and reproduce the eternal beauty on 
its altar ? Is it not a shameful thing that man claims the abso
lute power over his fellow-man, and scorns the will which is our 
most human possession ? And if all our hopes of success in this 
state of being depend on the welfare of the temple in which our 
spirit dwells, is it not a crime to degrade the body and vilify 
nature, either by a narrow asceticism or a beastly sensuality?

And if all human faculties may rightfully claim Freedom, 
who will presume to fence off any portion of the field of human 
knowledge and life, and forbid the entrance of man therein? 
who knows what subjects are beyond the reach of human 
thought ? who has surveyed the universe, that he should draw a 
chart of the coast along which man must inevitably sail ? Away 
with this pedantryi Far more reverent is the most daring ex
plorer of God’s spiritual creation, than he who assumes to fix the 
limits of the soul at the point where he became tired and fell 
asleep. Limits to human knowledge there may or may not be, 
but no man yet knows where the adamantine hills cut off the 
horizon. Doubtless Freedom is perilous, but the peril is not of 
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our creation; it is tlie peril of our nature, from which there is no 
escape, least of all through slavery. It is a very perilous thing 
to be a man, but we have been created men, and what shall we 
do with ourselves? We cannot become trees or clods, or irra
tional beings; we can spoil our manhood by throwing away the 
Freedom which is its glory and peril, or we can gird ourselves 
to the eternal work of vindicating ourselves. Weakness lies in 
the one path, the other path is the highway to spiritual power.

And who will dare to be at once a traitor to human nature 
and his native land, and withhold Freedom from the American 
youth? Do you point to the follies and crimes of Young Ame
rica as the fruit of Freedom? This bad boy is the fruit of Des
potism ; his scandal is the reaction against the tyrannical social 
shams that have come over the water, and yet poison our Repub
lican Society. No American generation has yet been reared in 
true independence; what wonder that those who have not been 
awakened to the glories of Spiritual Freedom should mistake 
license for liberty. The American young man and woman are 
compelled to go forth upon a new Continent, and organize a 
new State, Church, School, Household, Art, Business — for all 
these things spoil in a voyage over the ocean. There are many 
fine things of this sort abroad; grand results of the whole past 
of the Eastern Continent; and the admiring traveler longs to put 
them aboard the first steamer for home use; but somehow he 
cannot keep England, France, and Germany healthy, during a 
fortnight’s voyage, and these majestic institutions issue from 
their state-rooms in New York and Boston, the sickly shadow 
of what charms the conservative American abroad. No, we 
must make America out of the world’s whole past, and the 
whole European present, plus ourselves, and if this latter quantity 
be false, where is America to come from ? How can we know 
what is good in the world’s past, what is valuable in Europe’s 
present; how to adopt, how to combine, how to create, how to 
organize the life of a continent, unless we are free ? And free 
men and women are not extemporized on 4th July or election 
days, but are formed by a free culture — a culture that, begin- 
ging with trust in our nature, unfolds all human powers, throws
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open all fields of thought, leads the soul to the heights that over
look the vast areas of obligation, and sends it forth to become a
citizen and a man in the might of Spiritual Power.

Another element in Spiritual Power is Earnestness. I use 
this term to indicate the whole group of qualities that form the 
habit of efficient labor. Thousands of well meaning people read 
books, associate with learned men, take degrees in literary insti
tutions, or mingle in stirring scenes of life, without forming the 
idea of that habitual labor which is the working power of genius, 
and the assurance of success. To this Earnestness belongs a 
perpetual Industry which rejects every plea for laziness, however 
wreathed in pleasant fancies or disguised in the pretence of duty, 
that toils on unobserved, and rests only while energy may accu
mulate. And along with this goes Prudence, jealous of wasted 
efforts, with clear eyes watching for opportunities to accomplish 
difficult things in the most decisive way, guarding the thoughts, 
lips, and life, not to shirk responsibility, but to meet it in the 
most uncompromising style ; a power whose absence brings con
fusion and defeat upon the most generous mind. And to this 
we must add Courage, without which Earnestness dwindles to a 
nervous irritability of the conscience on the side of truth ; Cour
age, that fears not to encounter the eye of a foe, to differ from a 
friend, to face labor, to cut the meshes of skepticism, to take 
arms against whatever lurking selfishness would unman the 
spirit.

Its decisive moments are unimown to the world, for the 
things that really scare men are spectres seen by them alone. 
Beside these we must gain persistence, the power of doing things 
again and again, doing our best whether anybody is or is not 
looking on ; for somebody knows of every noble word or deed ; 
that enlists for life, uses failure for a schoolmaster, despises any 
success that claims to be a finality, and has pressed on out of 
sight while men are shouting their approbation or displeasure. 
And what will all this come to without patience ; the cahn, for
giving, relentless waiting for the result, which keeps the time 
man firm when his companions fall into discouragement, that 
sees the end in vision and toils a whole life towards it. In these
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and similar virtues resides that quality of the soul, which under
the name of earnestness, chains observers, wins men, overcomes
obstacles and culminates in power.

We shall confess the necessity of this quality when we 
remember that spiritual power is not an instantaneous, natural 
endowment or an inheritance, but something into which a faith
ful man grows. No great soul could ever “ tell its experience.” 
The autobiographies of great lives surprise us by their meagre 
outlines; they relate how this admirable person got up in the 
morning and drank his tea, chatted with his neighbors, went to 
his study, his work, or his fighting, resting after dinner, saw com
pany and went to sleep — in short, lived outwardly almost as 
every dunce has lived since Adam. Where is the history of 
the man’s power ? Ah, that is what he cannot write, what he 
knows less about than we suppose, what he sometimes doubts 
himself. All he or anybody knows is, that moved by the im
pulse, willing and faithful to conscience, he pushes on, his earn
estness like a slow fire burning its way through whatever brush
wood or rock obstructs his path. He does not think he has 
attained, but is dimly conscious of a growing vigor and consist
ency of being. And now and then, lifted on the spring-tide of 
his own power, he is borne into new regions of hope, and feels 
along his nerves the sublime thrills of an incomprehensible en
ergy, beholds new worlds to conquer, and resolves like an arch
angel. This is his hour of vision, when like the wanderer among 
interminable mountains, he comes out upon a new summit, and 
beholds far below the former peak of his ambition and throws 
his gaze with eager longing to the blue spectral heights that 
haunt the horizon line. Well it is for us that we camiot know 
the mysterious growth of spiritual power; better than such 
knowledge is the earnestness that drives us towards it with 
motion as steady and fatal as the march of the systems, or the 
swing of the sea.

Let me urge this complete earnestness upon the young who 
hear me. Do not mistake for it the mental neuralgia that afflicts 
so many American youth. An American is but a man, no law 
of life has been suspended for his sake, and any outrage of the 
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virtues that make up true earnestness will bring him into the 
same trouble that besets all transgressors. Rashness, imprudence, 
caprice, foolhardy and heated action, thinking like chain light
ning and doing like the thunderbolt, may be fine fun for a while, 
but such play turns out the dearest kind of work that must be 
done over again. “ A fast man ” is one thing, an earnest man 
quite another. Jehu the son of Jonathan drives furiously 
in the year 1858, as old Jehu drove in Bible days. He yokes 
the unwhipped horses of speculation and over-trading to his 
chariot of business and vanishes in a cloud of dust, and to-mor
row is hauled out of the ditch from beneath the ruins of his 
equipage by some poor patient donkey that has been plodding 
on far behind. Jehu drives fast in domestic affairs; up goes the 
brown stone front, in and out the doors flash Mrs. Jehu and the 
little Jehus, resplendent in diamonds and taffeta; what a crowd 
mobs his saloon on reception nights! Alas! one silent gentle
man rings the bell, calls Jehu aside, and, lo ! the sheriff has dis
solved the illusion, and old Slow jogs up to the auction and buys 
out the concern at a ruinous discount. How Jehu cracks his 
whip in the Senate. Onward and upward, new worlds to con
quer ; a fig for justice, hurra for success; man and God stand 
aside! Alas, the poor creature is only running himself blind 
and mad, and will soon lie breathless, his hot cheek pressed 
against the cold adamant of the higher law. Poor Jehu does no 
better at his books — he may study himself into any of the fifty 
new American diseases, shriek through high-pressure oratory, 
write new theories of the universe in extempore trance, rave in 
the newspapers, and swear upon the stump; old Germany can 
take the noisy boy upon his knee and teach him his A B C’s. 
Jehu is attractive, but his steeds always run away with him. It 
is a sorry ambition, this rage for being “fast;” better be an 
earnest man, an earnest woman, and grow as the years grow, and 
you will see all along your way, the bleaching bones of these 
insane runners for the prize of life.

The crowning element in Spiritual Power is Purity. By 
Purity I mean more than that negative amiability, or general 
inoffensive habit whose sphere is the drawing-room and whose 
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resistance to evil culminates in a flood of tears, or a passive 
submission to violence. The virtue I enforce is the combination 
of all mental and moral powers in a character that responds to 
the Divine Perfections, and realizes the ideal of humanity. In 
such a character, heroism, strength, firmness, invincible rectitude 
and uncompromising hostility to evil are the central substances 
enveloped and harmonized by enduring love and unaffected 
grace ; for men have yet to learn that power is really not power, 
till it is dissolved in affection and spiritualized into beauty.

Spiritual Power in its last analysis, is the consolidation of all 
gifts, acquirements, and opportunities into Character. A soul 
has not possession of its self, till it has banished every lower aim 
of life ; for any partial object, however inspiring, becomes finally 
a chronic weakness. To cultivate all faculties, to seize every 
occasion, to acquire all possible learning, skill and experience, 
for the sake, first and last, always and everywhere of character; 
to toil in professional life as a help in this grand profession; to 
value social enjoyment and human affection, not for the pleasure 
they bring, but the manhood they enlarge; to become a good 
citizen, that one may be a noble man; to obey the decrees of 
nature, and wreathe life with joy, that the character may be 
refined ; this is the end of life, this is Spiritual Power, the end of 
culture. For Character is good in itself, is not a coin to buy 
happiness, but is the sublime object of human existence in time 
and eternity.

IIow such a purpose, inaugurated in youth, aids the man at 
every step in the acquisition of Spiritual Power, can only be 
known by joyful experience. How many knotty problems of 
action does it solve for the young man winding through the 
mazes of common life. How many confusing dilemmas does it 
clear up for the young woman ensnared in the cobwebs of false 
society. A whole class of questionable occupations, perilous 
associations, and doubtful adventures, that beset every youth, are 
looked out of sight by the clear, forward-gazing eyes of Purity. 
Can it be a question to the young man or woman, resolved to 
make Character the end of life, whether dishonest business, selfish 
politics, sensual indulgence, calculating marriage without love, 



522 PEDANTRY AND POWER.

followed by an ambitious domestic career without peace, shall be 
accepted, or rejected ? These are questions that bewilder half the 
world, and to which no refinement of logic will bring a solution, 
but which answer themselves the moment we step up to the 
heights of a worthy manhood. How does Purity clear the mind 
for all investigations; how it stirs the fire of industry; how it 
consoles and sustains us in failure ; how wise it makes us in suc
cess ; infinite are the modes in which it is our right hand of 
success in honorable enterprise. It brings the soul into union 
with the laws of nature, and led by the star of manhood, we go 
escorted by the servants of Omnipotence, and our best deeds are 
but the symbol of the grander works done through us.

And no less does Purity serve us in the use of our Power. 
The vital question with every human being, on which rests the 
whole claim to manhood is not, “what is the extent of his power ; 
but, how does he use his power ? ” Whether the power resides in 
great possessions, in vast acquirements, in splendid genius, is all 
the same; whether it has secured lofty position, or yet awaits its 
fitting place, is not the question; but what motive lies behind it, 
of what quality and character is the man who wields it ? Divorced 
from Character, Power is as hateful for its evil as contemptible 
for its weakness.

There can be no compromise in the use of Power. In pro
portion to its quantity must it declare itself for good or evil. 
It is of little importance on which side the moral line a fool 
stands ; he is impotent for good, harmless for evil; but as a man 
rises above that zero of human ability, the good claims him, the 
evil fights for him with deadly persistence. Anything short of 
entire consecration to the Truth is then treason to the Spiritual 
order of the universe. It is a sin to withhold countenance from 
the Truth ; it is wicked to propose any agreement that admits the 
supposition that Error has right in the world ; it is ruin to go 
over to the bad side, and be a respectable or a flagrant villain. 
All such experiments, often as they are tried, come out finally 
in Spiritual Suicide. A temporary success, however brilliant, is 
only part of a bad man’s retribution, for it brings new respon
sibilities to be evaded and lays up a fearful account for the day 
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of reckoning—a madness which finally compels sane men to rise 
and pnt him down. But Character is an ever growing wisdom, 
an ever culminating power, a quiet advocate for all men’s 
suffrage ; a success whose only question is of time. Happy the 
youth that has learned this fact out of his books, and teachers, 
and School years—that Purity is the synonym of Spiritual Power.

Every advance position of man makes Purity more indispen
sable and evil more destructive. Never was it so important that 
the power of a people should be wielded by character as to-day 
in America. What unnumbered curses beset us from a selfish 
culture! All over society, in every corner of our civilization, 
swarms this crowd of cultivated mercenaries. Practical men, 
strong with the gifts of modern science and large experience in 
affairs, ready to sell their influence for gold and monopoly; 
women, radiant with beauty, and more radiant with mental gifts 
and social tact woven into the most subtle power that guides the 
world, turning traitors to the eternal laws of love and honesty; 
refined Circassians, glorying in their price at the market-place, 
where fashion and Plutus bid for womanhood; shrewd men, 
versed in public affairs who know history, know the law, hold 
the mysteries of popular influence, and the Chinese puzzle of 
parliamentary tactics at their fingers’ ends, calling out—“ Who 
pays most for the cleverest defence of infamy, the subtlest cheat 
of the people, the most decisive betrayal of Freedom?” deeply 
read men of science ; men that write books that everybody reads; 
editors that overlook the nation from their sanctum windows; 
poets and artists that the refined love and honor ; men and women 
apt in conversation, whose presence is a magic centre in the com
munity ; divines who have studied the fathers and overlooked 
reverent crowds—all for sale—some bought with the pottage of 
personal comfort, some bribed with the devil’s gold, some baited 
with popular approbation, some purchased with office; spiritual 
Hessians—each ready to fight for the Truth or against the Truth, 
according as either gives better pay and rations. This mob of 
cultivated mercenaries, not the mob of barbarians that make a 
night of civilization in the heart of the city and hold back the 
great day in the country, is making our republicanism a jest, and 
befogging a people in its search after manhood. The masses 
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are driven hither and thither by contrary gusts of passion and 
interest, and clouds are scaling our zenith, frowning as they 
climb, because so many able men and women have their price— 
seem not to know that character in such as themselves is the 
nation’s ballast—that where the culture of a generation is vitiated 
and debased by sovereign selfishness the crowds below are 
degraded ..to base instruments to work its wicked will. Every 
mercenary powerful mind in America is a gun charged with hot 
shot aimed at the inflammable citadel of our freedom. Will you, 
young men, young women of New York, go forth to join this 
pretorian band? or shall Purity lead you to the ranks of that 
little army, which hard beset and often driven from the field, 
bears in its heart the hope of the continent. We can go on with 
such mental culture as we have; there are clever people enough 
in the United States, if we can only have Purity to direct the 
actual energy we have. Oh, could all this skill, this money, this 
enterprise, this daring heroism, this learning, this popular intel
ligence, all that is strong in man and lovely in woman, become a 
weapon in the hand of a genuine national character, what a 
republic this would be!

We look to the youth of our commonwealth to bring in this 
reign of Spiritual Power, the antagonist of Pedantry, the result 
of Freedom and Earnestness culminating in Purity. In the great 
school of our best civilization, man and woman can be furnished 
together for the holy mission of civilizing the republic. Each 
may here be developed in characteristic power, both may here 
join hands in lofty purpose, together they may swear a great 
oath against the barbarism that yet shadows our sunniest uplands 
and broods over all the deep places of the land—one and all, they 
may resolve to give ignorance, ugliness, superstition and evil no 
quarters. Happy are you who are thus ready to meet your 
duties, for outside yonder door of maturity waits the proudest 
State of modern times, encircled by her children, to welcome you 
to a noble office. In every vocation, in every community, where- 
ever you may be and whatever you may be called to do, in your 
fidelity reposes the hope of society. Go forth, young men, young 
women, and mock this ideal of power by the glorious reality of 
a cultivated and Christian State.
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HAS MAN FALLEN FROM GOD’S ORIGINAL DESIGN ?

This is one of the questions which grave theologians and 
Doctors of Divinity have long been discussing. The proposition 
is, “ Has God been disappointed by the deviations of man from 
a course of purity, truth and holiness.” The proposition cannot 
be affirmed without impeaching all the perfect attributes of God. 
The term “ original design,” implies that there has been some 
change or modification of his first plan. Experiment revealed 
his miscalculation, and want of foresight rendered his first calcu
lations impracticable. Consequently he so modified his (( original 
designs,” as to accomplish the “best possible” under the 
circumstances.

All this kind of theological talk and reasoning is the merest 
nonsense and absurdity, and is calculated to beget nothing but 
falsehood and error in the minds of those who exercise any faith 
in their pretended learning. The individual who is not wise 
enough to account for the nature and existence of evil among 
men, without involving Divinity in such foolish and absurd con
ditions, should never take to himself the title of D. D., or make 
the least pretensions to learning in that direction.

“Has man fallen from God’s original design?” What a 
question for a theologian to propound ! So far as history and 
observation go, the human race are progressing in intellectual, 
moral and religious character, and have been from the earliest 
dawn of the race till now : and will continue to progress until 
man individually and socially, shall ultimate in the perfections of 
the divine character. That man or the race is less wise, moral 
and religious now than he was six thousand years ago, cannot be 
maintained. On the contrary, philosophy and fact demonstrate, 
that both man and the race are progressing.

The further back history carries us toward the dawn of the 
race, the more savage, ignorant and brutal they appear. The 
Bible, upon which many rely to prove the primitive perfection 
and subsequent fall of man, demonstrates the very opposite of 
the doctrine of human retrogression. The first saints of the early 
Church who, according to the moral and religious standard of 
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that ¿lay, were pre-eminent for their morality and virtues, would, 
in the light of to-day, be the most ungodly men in community. 
If Enoch, Noah, Lot, Moses, Aaron, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,and 
a host of others, were bright and shining examples in their day, 
their light has never reached unto us. Not one ray can be 
gathered, not one virtue be illustrated and enforced by their 
example.

There is a species of idolatry in the worshipers of their 
name and fame. The divine attributes of truth, purity and holi
ness challenge our reverence and worship wherever we find them. 
When they appear in the human, they so far transfigure it that 
the light of divinity is upon it, and we bow before, and do 
homage in the presence of such divinity. We worship not the 
human, but the divine in the human. It is the “ God in Christ” 
which challenges “ the knee to bow, and the tongue to confess.” 
The soul must bow in deep reverence and love when it perceives 
the divine radiance, whether gathered about the summit of Sinai, 
in thunderings and lightnings, speaking terror; or beaming in 
gentler and milder rays about the head of some “ well beloved 
son” in the “ mount of transfiguration.”

But when the human in mere name and form is presented, 
divorced from the manifest attributes of Deity, when nothing but 
the opacity of a clod is before our eyes in the name of an Enoch, 
a Lot, or a Moses, then it is base robbery and idolatry to bow 
before such name. We look to it in vain for life and instruction. 
It is a mere goblin of old theology, and may do to cut up into 
relics, amulets and charms, with which to mock and cheat the 
poor darkened and bigoted soul, but it will never give bread and 
wine to the hungry, perishing spirit.

What aid or instruction can the child or the man get from 
the records of the life of Enoch ? What single truth or virtue is 
evidenced or illustrated thereby ? “ Enoch walked with God; and 
he was not; for God took him.” How did Enoch walk with 
God ? In what did his walking with God consist ? How, from 
his example, can I walk with God ? These and many other like 
questions might be propounded, but from whence would the 
answers come ?



HAS MAN FALLEN FROM GOd’s ORIGINAL DESIGN ? 527

Let him who boasts of so much light and instruction from 
the example of righteous Enoch, inform the world of the source 
from whence he has drawn his light. Let him make manifest 
the virtues he has learned by studying the examples of pious 
Enoch. Let him name one truth, let him point to one virtue, let 
him show the solution of one problem of life, which righteous 
Enoch helped him to understand, acquire or solve. The truth is, 
he is an idolater ; reverencing a mere name; bowing before an 
ideal image some Nebuchadnezzar of his fancy has set up. The 
idol of his worship does not reflect a single attribute of divinity. 
It is as bare of any divinity of character, as the base unmummied 
clay of the pit. He reverences it as a mere bigot, for bigotry’s 
sake.

The same is true of Noah. In what did his righteousness 
consist ? What light does his life reflect upon the dark and diffi
cult problems we are called upon to solve ? Why should I spend 
days and nights in meditating upon his extraordinary righteous
ness ? The record is, ££ He found favor with God,” or, “ found 
grace in the eyes of the Lord.” That God told him, saying,“ the 
end of all flesh is come before me,” for ££ all flesh has corrupted 
its way upon the earth,” ££ and I will destroy them with the 
earth.” Therefore ££ make thee an ark,” etc., giving directions 
how it should be made, and when the ark was made, he said 
unto him, ££ Come thou and all thy house into the ark: for thee 
have I seen righteous before me in this generation.” In what 
respect had the Lord seen Noah to be righteous ? How can I 
learn to be so from the example of Noah ? There is no light 
shining from his life ; there is no truth illustrated by his example. 
If, then, I attach any significance to the life of Noah, I must 
make it myself; the history does not aid me.

In truth, while his particular virtues are not instanced, enough 
is recorded of his vices to show that he was subject to the pre
vailing influence of his lusts. That notwithstanding his abund
ant reasons to be grateful for the goodness of God, he indulged 
in an intemperate use of intoxicating drinks. And a man who gets 
drunk now-a-days is not supposed to be the best the world can 
produce. Imperfect as modern saints are, every city can furnish 
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more than ten who will neither get intoxicated or b e guilty of incest.
And the mentioning of this vice of Noah, does not seem to be 

for the purpose of condemning it. It is rather spoken of as a 
matter of course. Thus, “ And Noah began to be an husband
man, and he planted a vineyard.” And he “ drank of the wine 
and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent. And 
Ham the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and 
told his two brethren without. And Shem and Japheth took a 
garment and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went back
ward and covered the nakedness of their father, and their faces 
were backward, and they saw not their father’s nakedness. And 
Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his younger son had 
done unto him. And he said, Cursed be Canaan ; a servant of 
servants shall he be unto his brethren. And he said, Blessed be 
the Lord God of Shem ; and Canaan shall be his servant. God 
shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; 
and Canaan shall be his servant.”

We know but little of the righteous doings of Noah. In 
truth, we know nothing thereof, because the history gives us no 
imformation. But if his general character comports in any 
degree with his conduct in getting drunk and cursing his son, or 
rather his grand-children, there is probably a sufficient reason 
for the silence of history on the subject of his virtues. Can any 
one find anything in fact or in principle to admire in such a char
acter? If so, what is it? It is certain the student can get no 
aids to a virtuous life, by an attempted imitation of his recorded 
examples. There is nothing therein stimulating one to higher 
and purer aspirations. It lacks every element of encouragement 
to the pure and the true. So far as the example of father Noah 
goes, it is on the wrong side, according to the principles of Chris
tianity. He has, more than once, been quoted as authority for 
drinking and getting “ high” If righteous Noah could do it 
and be blessed of God, why not I ? ” says the authoritarian. 
And many who have not said it have thought it, and have done 
it too. Many a poor being has been enslaved upon the authority 
of Noah’s drunken curse. Many a heart has been crushed with
out compunction, because Noah said “ Cursed be Canaan.” 
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Ministers preach it in the pulpit, and slaveholders and slave- 
drivers carry it out in practice. More than once have we heard 
the enslavement of four millions of human beings excused and 
justified, because of this scrap of Noah’s history above quoted. 
Wo be unto Noah, and to any and every other character, whose 
life shall have such an influence upon after ages : who, being dead, 
shall yet live to do evil.

In the same manner might we examine the character of St. 
Lot, the righteous man of Sodom ; five of whom would have 
saved that ill-fated city : but they could not be found. Also we 
might add the characters of St. Judah, St. Daniel, and St. Solo
mon, and a host of others, all tending to prove that the standard 
of moral and religious character was very low in those days. 
But we will not dwell on them. The theme is not pleasant. 
We have referred to these things, not for the purpose of caviling, 
but for the purpose of illustrating the fact, that society have 
progressed largely in their moral and religious standard, since 
those days of ignorance and barbarism and lust. And the man 
who, shutting his eyes to the life and character of Jesus, goes 
back to that grave of humanity to get authority, does so, to find 
excuse for vice and crime.

But upon what evidence of fact or principle of philosophy 
should we infer that man was created perfect in understanding 
and volition, and that he has since fallen from his first estate ? 
All reliable history from whence we glean our facts, is against 
such an hypothesis. The further back we go, the nearer man ap
proaches to savageism. All writers agree that the first state of 
society is savageism ; next barbarism ; then, semi-civilization, and 
so on. These facts of history clearly indicate that the infancy 
of the race was far, far down in animalism. That material 
conditions largely prevailed. That it was long before the lowest 
order of civilization appeared.

But not only does human history indicate the fact, but like
wise geological history and philosophy confirm it. The record 
of the rocks, written by the finger of God, before man was, and 
which, man has never been able to destroy or alter, tells of the 
divine method of creation, in language so plain and unmistak
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able, that all who read it can not fail to see, that man, as a 
human and spiritual being, as an individual, and belonging to 
the race, is a progressive being. That his first conditions were 
largely material and animal; and that true progress consists in 
the development of the spiritual, bringing the animal into sub- 
j ection thereto. The act of civilization consists in giving mind 
the ascendancy over matter.

Why should it not be inferred with the same propriety, that 
all things else were perfected in their first creation or formation ? 
Why not the forest tree, before the algae? Why not the elephant 
before the coral ? Why this gradual development of conditions 
in every kingdom, and in every department of each kingdom ? 
The chain of existence is regular onward and upward. Each 
link is found in its appropriate place, and not out of it. Without 
this progress of conditions, the higher forms of life, and compli
cations of power, could not have been manifested. All nature 
is the divine workshop, preparing conditions and relations to 
produce a form in which the divine spirit could incarnate itself. 
And if it gradually came up from the mineral kingdom to the 
human, progressing by degrees so small as to be almost imper
ceptible, why, on reaching the line of the human, should we 
infer that it leaped to the summit at a single bound? Why 
make man an anomaly in God’s government, for the sake of 
damning him ? Why not let God have it his owm way, and 
work according to his own principles ? Then every thing ap
pears in its proper time and place. But set man, the theologian, 
at work, and he turns every thing wrong side up, and wrong 
end too. For ourself, we protest against this false method, 
called supematuralism, as though God was above his own work, 
and took delight in astonishing his creatures, by contradicting 
himself.

We do not belong to that class of philosophers, who believe 
that man the human, is a progressed animal. We do not believe 
that man’s spirit ever came to him through the animal kingdom. 
But we do believe that man the animal, came through the animal 
kingdom. That every thing pertaining to his ipaterial nature, 
came from the earth and is earthy. That his form was prepared 
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by God, through the well established laws of material formation 
and individualization, and, when material conditions were so far 
perfected that the spirit could unite, and co-operate with them, 
then man the human was born.

If man had not derived his material nature from the material 
kingdoms, he would not be dependent upon them for his devel
opment. If his spirit came from thence, he would not be obliged 
to look beyond for satisfaction. But as his material body is from 
the earth, to it, it must return; and as his spirit is from God, to 
him must it gravitate. We say most distinctly, man has not 
fallen from the original design of God. Neither can he. God’s 
government is in him, over him, and around him, and he can not 
escape it.

AN APPROPRIATE FORM FOR THE SPIRIT.

We clip the following from a country newspaper. We dare 
not vouch for the correctness of the statement. We see nothing 
improbable in it. The spirit of the act is found in many of the 
nominally free States, and has taken upon itself the form of law. 
The literary character of the following production, is as good as 
the moral character of those entertaining its spirit: and if the 
following—said tobe a literal—copy of the bill drawn up for the 
Califomian Legislature be really so, there is harmony of spirit 
and expression. We meet with this hatred of color among a 
very low class of the white faces, but black hearts, ruling the 
people of the new world.

Indeed, low must be the soul in the scale of civilization, 
who can forget the claims of humanity, and trample upon the 
principles of justice and right, upon the paltry plea that the 
victim has not so white a skin as his standard of justice requires. 
The man or class of men, who lose the perception of justice in 
the presence of color, are unfit to have any voice, where the 
rights of humanity are liable to come in question. Such a spirit 
is not likely to be found in one who has made any progress 
toward the attainment of a true civilization.
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California Legislature.—The following is a literal copy of
a bill drawn up and about to be introduced in the California
Assembly, by an honest miner—a member of the Lower House,
and a National Democrat, of course:

AN ACKT
TO PREVENT NIGGERS SUMMING TO KALLYFORNY.

The People of the Stait of Kallyforny represented in Sennit 
and Assembly, du enact as follows :
Section 1. No nigger now an inhabitant uv, in, and legal 

voter of this Stait, shall be permitted to liv, reside or stay in 
this stait enny longer.

Sec. 2. Enny nigger hoo willfully or axidently violates the 
first seckshun of this ackt shell be transported from this stait 
and sold to the highest bidder, Chinamen excluded.

Sec. 3. Niggers who kum with their masters, to sojourn tem
porarily, shall not be included in the provisions uv this ackt; 
provided, such sojourning don’t exseed forty years. If eny ship 
gets recked on the shores of this stait with a nigger on horde, 
and if sech shell tri to swim, he shell be pushed under the woter.

Sec. 4. All ackts or parts uv ackts contraventin this, is re
peeled.

Enacting Claves.—A nigger is herebi deklared an obnokshus 
newsans, not to be permitted, and every sherif in this stait may 
be a nigger driver if he chuses.

------- 4-------------
♦

ASPIRATION.

BY L. M. W.

Father, hear the prayer I offer; 
For sweet peace I do not cry, 

But for grace that I may ever 
Live my life courageously.

Not within the fresh, green pastures 
Will I ask that I may lie,

But the steep and rugged pathway 
That I tread rejoicingly.
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Not beside the clear, still waters 
Doi pray thou wilt me guide, 

But I’d smite the rocky pillar 
Whence the living spring may glide.

If I go where flowers of summer 
Still the rugged path adorn, 

Let me weave them into garlands 
Though each one should bear a thorn.

Not the glorious sunlight only 
Will I crave, oh God, of thee, 

But to see thy fiery pillar 
In the darkness guiding me.

Be my strength in every weakness,
In my doubt be thou my guide; 

Through each peril, through each danger, 
Draw me nearer to thy side.

------------- 4-------------

PIOUS FRAUDS.

Spiritualism is charged, and, to a certain extent, is charge
able with, the practices of fraudulent or pretended mediums. 
Real mediums, who possess the faculty of medium ship, under 
certain conditions they cannot always control, are known to have 
been guilty of trickery and deception. These things are seized 
upon and heralded before the world by the Pulpit and the Press, 
for the purpose of convincing the people that there is no truth 
in Spiritualism. That from its Alpha to its Omega it is all trick 
and deception.

This argument can be used with no more force against Spirit
ualism, that it can be against Christianity, or any and- every 
other religious sect. The like frauds have been practiced and 
justified by the Christian teachers and writers of almost every 
age. The practice was openly justified by many of their early 
writers and teachers.

Mosheim, in his history of the Church, speaking of the doc
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trines of the Church during the second century, says: “ The Pla- 
tonists and Pythagoreans held it as a maxim, that it was not 
only lawful, but even praiseworthy to deceive, and even use the 
expedient of a lie, in order to advance the cause of truth and 
piety. The Jews, who lived in Egypt, had learned and received 
this maxim from them, before the coming of Christ, as appears 
incontestably from a multitude of ancient records; and the 
Christians were infected from both these sources with the same 
pernicious error, as appears from the number of books attributed 
falsely to great and venerable names; from the Sybilline verses, 
and several supposititious productions which were spread abroad 
in this and the following century. It does not indeed seem pro
bable that all thesep&ew frauds were chargeable upon the pro
fessors of real Christianity; upon those who entertained just and 
rational sentiments of the religion of Jesus. The greatest part 
of these fictitious writings undoubtedly flowed from the fertile 
invention of the Gnostic sects, though it cannot be affirmed that 
even true Christians were entirely innocent and irreproachable 
in this respect.”

This philosophy of the Platonists, Pythagoreans, and early 
Christians has never been utterly discarded by the more modem 
writers and preachers of Christianity. Any person acquainted 
with the religious literature of the Church of to-day, will not be 
permitted to doubt the continuance of this spirit of deceiving 
for the benefit of the Church. It can be observed in the exag
gerated statements of the clergy respecting the doctrines, char
acter, and influence of the Church, the Bible, the institutions 
and sacraments, etc. The shifts and turns with which they seek 
to evade the force of a truth, or to defend a dogma of the Church; 
the recklessness with which they attack the reputation of an 
opponent, and the many falsehoods they invent and circulate to 
destroy his influence, all indicate the presence of this spirit of 
fraud. The clergy often make positive affirmations respecting 
the Bible, which, if true, they do not know and cannot prove; 
and when questioned, too often fly into a passion, and deal in 
denunciation for lack of truth and argument. Thus we have 
heard the clergy in extolling the Bible, say, “that it taught 
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every science and every art. That there was nothing of truth 
or philosophy which was not found therein;’’ but when called 
upon to make their assertion good, they have utterly failed. 
The strongest argument they could offer was to denounce as 
infidel the one who presumed to cjuestion their word. Now all 
this vaunting has its birth in the spirit and letter of that philo
sophy, which says, “ that it is lawful and praiseworthy to use 
the expedient of a lie to advance the cause of truth and piety.”

The argument of the mind is very simple and direct on this 
point, and all, most all use it, notwithstanding their higher sense 
of right must repudiate it. The lawyer uses it in getting his 
cause before the court and jury. Being persuaded that justice 
is on his side, and that his antagonist is determined to defeat 
him therein, he feels justified in the little exaggerations in which 
he indulges for the sake of securing justice. Exact integrity is 
not expected of the advocate in presenting and sustaining his 
cause before the court and jury. The principle of straining the 
truth to accomplish a just purpose, does not mortally wound the 
conscience of the lawyer.

The physician likewise is not unfrequently induced to put on 
an air of wisdom and confidence to assure his patient. He says, 
“ it will not do to let the patient know my uncertainty and my 
fears. It is right ai^l proper to deceive in that respect, for the 
purpose of obtaining a good, or of avoiding a bad result.” This 
principle of philosophy is deep seated, and it takes strong integ
rity of soul to always combat it. This “ choosing the least of 
two evils ” belongs to the same family.

Spiritual mediums have too often been subject to this frailty. 
It can not be doubted that many have been misled by this spe
cious philosophy. They know themselves to be possessed, at 
times, of the faculty of communing with the invisible world in 
the many ways of mediumship : and at other times they can get 
no communication. The faculty is not under their control. They 
are called upon to give evidence of their mediumship. Particu
lar phenomena are demanded. They become anxious. They 
desire to satisfy and convince all of that which they believe to 
be true. They secretly try to aid in producing the phenomena.
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They make a sound, move a table, or do something in the name 
and behalf of the spirits, to give the desired satisfaction. They 
reason thus : “ If I make the sound at this time, and the skeptic 
hears and believes it to be from the spirits, and thus is led to 
believe that the spirits can and do produce sounds, he is made 
to believe a truth which I know, and which he ought to believe.” 

In this way the mind naturally seeks to excuse this lack of 
integrity; and in this way many mediums and Spiritualists have 
excused themselves to themselves for practicing deception for the 
purpose of convincing the skeptical, or comforting the mourning, 
etc. In this way many genuine mediums have destroyed their 
influence for good, and have sadly injured the cause of Spiritual
ism by practicing deception. When once an individual is de
tected in trying to deceive, all foundation for confidence in him 
is gone. His power to certify the truth is at an end.

Herein is to be found one of the evils of this philosophy, “ that 
it is excusable to lie for the cause of truth and piety.” Because 
many Christian teachers and writers during the early age of the 
Church entertained and practiced this sentiment, the general 
history is made the object of suspicion. The skeptic denounces 
the whole system of Christianity, so far as facts are concerned, 
as a fraud and a forgery; and he attempts to sustain himself by 
showing the prevalence of this doctrine dicing the first ages of 
the Church, and certain practices under it. And thousands and 
tens of thousands more regret the truth from the influence of 
these frauds, than ever embraced it through believing in them. 
The credibility of those historians being thus impeached, nothing 
can restore confidence and give certainty to the convictions.

The same lias been observed of Spiritualism. Because of the 
frauds and impositions which have been practiced by real and 
spurious mediums, the cause itself is denounced by tens of thou
sands, as being all a fraud and a cheat. The denunciations of 
the Pulpit and the Press are based upon these impositions. They 
reason falsely, to be sure. They have the like spirit of fraud 
which they profess to condemn. They affirm that which they 
do not know to be true; and often, from a false spirit, try to 
prove it.
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Let a medium of well-known powers be detected in an attempt 
to deceive, and all his genuine manifestations will be doubted. 
Those who had doubts before, will become confirmed in their 
skepticism. An exposure of such fraud will do more to dis
credit Spiritualism, than many well attested examples of genuine 
spiritual manifestations will do to give it credit. Skeptics and 
doubters will not act the part of philosophers in the formation 
of their judgments. Because of one instance of fraud, they will 
denounce all as fraud. Because one medium has been guilty, 
they affirm that all are alike guilty.

Man is a singular being; demanding that reason shall be 
enthroned, and in the same breath, dethroning it. Demanding 
one standard by which to try himself, and another by which to 
try his neighbor. For example, take the case before us. The 
Christian Church take their history, and their sacraments even, 
through the hands of those who advocated and practiced these 
“pious frauds.” They find the evidence of the presence of this 
spirit among the early transcribers of their sacred books, in the 
almost endless forgeries, interpolations and emendations, abound
ing therein. These things are not matters of dispute among 
them. They are known and talked of by them in all their con
troversies with each other, about doctrines, etc. And when the 
skeptic refers to these things, and applies their argument against 
Spiritualism, to themselves, what is their reply? They say, “ the 
presence of the counterfeit proves the existence of the genuine.” 
When false or pretended miracles are detected and exposed, do 
they thence conclude that all the wonderful works of Jesus and 
the apostles were of this class ? By no means. They then begin 
to exercise a rational judgment. They then discover that tlierfc 
may be true men, engaged in earnest truthful labor, at the same 
time that there are false-hearted pretenders laboring to deceive. 
They can even go further, and discover that the more truthful 
and real the genuine are, the more certainly the impostor and 
counterfeiter will appear.

But apply this argument to modern manifestations and they 
do not feel its force. They deny the truth of their position, 
“ that the presence of the counterfeit proves the existence of the
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genuine,” and they now become the irrational skeptic, affirming 
the falsity of ¿z7Z, because of the frauds of the few. They say 
Spiritualism is all a deception. How do they prove it? By 
referring to the frauds and impositions of A B, C D, and E F, 
professing spiritual mediumship, and because they are impostors, 
therefore till are impostors. Such men are untruthful in spirit. 
They have prejudged the cause without the proper evidence 
upon which to base a true judgment. And they know it; and 
the instant you attempt trying them by such a standard, they 
protest against it as being unfair and false. Thus they condemn 
themselves, and prove themselves to be as false as those they 
condemn. They thus become guilty of “ pious frauds f in their 
argument.

The same spirit also is apparent when they attempt to judge 
of the influence of Spiritualism upon the minds and characters of 
those who believe therein. They say that its doctrines lead to gen
eral licentiousness. How do they prove it? Not by pointing out 
the particular doctrine, and showing such to be its natural and 
legitimate tendency. Not by showing the advocacy of any such 
principle as a part of Spiritualism, but by referring to individuals 
professing a belief in Spiritualism, and then to their doctrines or 
practices. When inquired of, if that is their only kind of evi
dence, to sustain so grave a charge ? they affirm “ that is suffi
cient.” But when the scales are turned, and they are reminded 
that daily we are shocked with the recital of the crimes of lewd
ness and debauchery practiced by clergymen of the various 
religious denominations, their reply is, their wickedness proves 
nothing beyond their own characters. They were hypocrites, 
professing that which they did not possess. They were wicked, 
not because of their profession, but, notwithstanding their pro
fession.

This shows that the false judgment they pronounce against 
Spiritualism, based upon these isolated instances of obliquity, is 
not the result of ignorance, but of a false and prejudiced con
dition of mind. Whenever they will, they can discover the 
fallacy of their argument against Spiritualism ; and they are sure 
to do so when the argument is applied to themselves. If it be 
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true that men and women may be false and impure, notwith
standing their professions of faith in Christianity, is it not equally 
true, that men and women professing any other faith, may like
wise be false and impure ? And, if in the former instance, their 
falsehood and impurity does not impeach the character of Chris
tianity, why, in the latter instance, should the faith professed, be 
impeached by the unfaithfulness of its professor ? If a man or a 
woman professing Christianity, may be false notwithstanding 
their profession, without impeaching Christianity, may not a 
man or a woman, professing Spiritualism, be false notwithstand
ing their profession, without impeaching Spiritualism? Then 
why be guilty of pronouncing such unfounded judgments as the 
Pulpit and the Press are continually pronouncing against the 
cause of Spiritualism? The evidence is, that, in spirit, they 
are themselves guilty of an attempted fraud, by using an argu
ment which is confessedly unjust, the moment you apply it to 
themselves.

EXTERNAL MEDIUMSHIP.

We find we cannot make ourselves to be understood by a 
certain class of spiritualists on the subject of mediumship. 
Either they lack the faculty of perceiving our meaning, or the 
will. In either case we are called upon to be patient and labor 
with earnestness and good will. External mediumship, as a state 
through which the progressing soul is to pass on its upward way, 
is well enough. It is orderly and proper. But as a condition 
in which one is to abide and become stationary, for any purpose, 
is pernicious in the extreme.

We will illustrate. Man is first born into his external or 
physical state; endowed with physical sense as a means of be
coming consciously or spiritually possessed of those conditions 
and attributes of existence, which must come to him through 
such a channel. These facts of the outward world become 
truths in the inward or world of consciousness. This physical 
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state, this junction with the physical, in passing onward and up
ward, is necessary and proper; is, to a certain extent, funda
mental to future development and progress. But to gather up 
all the forces and abide here, in affection and action, to the 
neglect of the higher and better, is pernicious and not to be 
encouraged.

There is a time when man is naturally under the rule of his 
selfish and sensuous nature. When he does not perceive or ap
preciate the force of moral or religious truth, or obligation. 
When, if left unrestrained, he would trample upon the claims of 
right, violate the conditions of truth and purity, and make ship
wreck of himself and others. During this period of selfish and 
sensuous rule, it becomes necessary to govern him through an 
appeal to his selfish nature. Hence governments of force become 
necessary, and the law must be sanctioned by penalties appeal
ing to the offender’s fears; threatening “life for life,” “blood 
for blood,” etc. Without such institutions and regulations 
there would be no society to develop man’s social and moral 
nature. Therefore the government of force is as necessary 
for the selfish and sensual, as the means to sustain animal or 
physical life. In the unfolding of society from savageism to the 
highest civilization, these conditions are met with and are need
ful and proper. But to sit down and abide in this state, requir
ing this kind of administration, is not good for the sold. Unless 
our aspirations lead us onward and upward through these con
ditions of needful force, we shall find we are living to no very 
good purpose.

In the unfolding of our earth from its void and shapeless 
gaseous state to that of a garden of immortality and eternal life, 
it necessarily passed through the mineral, vegetable, and animal 
kingdoms before it reached the spiritual. The foundations of 
immortality, of individuality, were being laid in the first formation 
of the crystal, continued through the vital organisms of the 
vegetable and animal kingdoms. The birth of these forms was 
as necessary to immortality as the “breath of God” to infuse the 
living soul. But it does not follow that these conditions, legi
timate and proper aspassing states, are to be made abiding ones.
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No, no. Every tiling is to pass onward and upward in that
omnific current.

Now can not Spiritualists understand us? This external me
diumship we do not denounce as a manifestation necessary and 
proper, while passing onward and upward from the materialism 
of the physical to the spirituality of the moral and religious. 
There is a time and condition for all these things, and in their 
time and place they are good. But the individual who, for any 
purpose, halts or abides in this external kind of mediumship, will 
violate the conditions of his own true development and become 
an evil in the circle in which his influence is felt.

No one who is earnestly striving for a higher life, who is 
seeking with all his powers to attain to his soul’s highest and 
best, can remain in this external mediumistic state for any con
siderable length of time. There will, necessarily, be such refine
ment of spiritual condition as to separate such soul from the 
conditions of physical or outward manifestations, and there will 
also cease to exist, in such soul, any need for any such outward 
manifestation. It is disorderly and improper for any one to sit 
down in such mediumship, and make it an occupation or profes
sion. They should work faithfully and earnestly while there, 
finishing their work and going forward, leaving it for others who 
are coming after them to minister to the world while passing 
the like states.

Reflection and experience speak alike on this point. The 
revealments which have been made through these outward mani
festations are of little value beyond the mere fact of spiritual 
existence and power. The language of their phenomena is to be 
understood according to the translations of philosophy. They are 
to be studied as we study geological phenomena, and they be
come valuable to us upon the same principle. But one is not to 
concentrate all his powers to the production of these phenomena 
and thus become a phenomenon maker, that others may wonder 
or even learn to translate them. He has other and higher 
spiritual faculties to cultivate, which demand attention, and un
less he attends to their demands, he will find himself wandering 
in a wilderness of error from which he will find it difficult to 
extricate himself.
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As a means of communicating spiritual truth, these external 
manifestations are of little value. The spelling out of words, the 
constructing of sentences by spirits, etc., are no better for the 
enlightenment of the mind than the ordinary means of communi
cation, such as speaking and writing by individuals in the form. 
And so far as good sense and integrity are concerned, the class 
of spirits in external communication with the earth are not above 
the ordinary level of minds in the form. Understand us; we do 
not say that spirits of a very high degree of intellectual and 
moral development may not communicate externally with man. 
But we do say that such communications are the exception and 
not the rule, taking the mass that are given to the world as 
coming from that source. Furthermore; the uniform experience 
of medium and people demonstrates that this external medium- 
istic condition is not favorable to the cultivation and development 
of spirituality in the soul. It does not tend to awaken earnest 
aspirations after a higher and holier life. And those who make 
the external manifestations a profession, do exceeding well if 
they avoid going backward in their condition of spirituality. It 
matters not what they say, their condition, spiritually considered, 
is manifest in their lives and conversations.

We wish to be understood. We admit the existence and 
propriety of this externally mediumistic condition as & passing 
state. But we deny its propriety as an abiding ^^professional 
one. And we affirm, and are ready to prove, that to direct all 
the spiritual energies of the soul to the cultivation of these states, 
tends to evil both in the individual and community. It becomes 
unnatural and evil upon the same principle that the intensifying 
of any faculty unbalances the vital and mental systems, and 
tends to discord and ruin.

If Peter had stopped at the manifestation on the Mount of 
Transfiguration and builded him spirit rooms, as he proposed, he 
would never have progressed beyond the condition of denying 
his Teacher and swearing he did not know him at all. Let one’s 
aspiration end here, and there will be an end to his progress. 
Let them continue, and he will pass on to a higher and better 
place, leaving those who come behind to minister in their turn 
in that department.
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SERMON.

PREACHED BY A. D. MAYO, BEFORE DIVISION-STREET CHURCH, ALBANY.

“ Where the spirit of the Lord is, there is Liberty.”—2 Cor. iii., 17.

The theology preached and lived by Jesus Christ is proved 
Divine by its simplicity and unity. The paternity of God is its 
central fact, which, like a sun shining for ever, illuminates all 
regions of the spiritual creation. The native dignity, everlasting 
obligation and glorious destiny of man revolve around this idea of 
the Immortal Love, and fill the mind of the Christian with a 
sublime elevation and a perfect trust. Such was Christianity in 
the soul of Jesus, such must it ever be ; for a conception of life 
so simple and comprehensive has only to be uttered in the world 
to insure its duration as long as the existence of the human 
race.

But, from the simplicity and unity of this religion, come 
many partial apprehensions and a great variety of creeds and 
styles of character in its disciples. No man has been permitted 
to know Christianity as it lay outlined in the mind of the Christ. 
Millions of men have sincerely striven after its entire apprecia
tion in doctrine and life ; and it has not been uncommon for men 
to suppose they have compressed it into their formulas ; indeed, 
men, sects and nations have been so assured of their own infalli
ble comprehension of this theology, that dissent from their creeds 
has been declared a crime, punishable with as severe penalties 
as the spirit of the age permitted against heresy. Yet, after the 
persecution and bigotry of eighteen centuries, it remains as true 
as when the Master was alive, that he alone held Christianity in 
its entire proportions j and that each man’s, seeds, nation's creed 
is only the best explanation this nation, sect, man can give of it. 
Thus, the positive truth of every religious creed, the vital side of 
every Christian character and civilization, can alone give the 
best human appreciation of this faith, and every sincere man’s 
conception of it is interesting as showing his own condition in 
relation thereto.
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Every right-minded man, who endeavors to understand and 
live Christianity, must therefore have a theological creed of his 
own. What this creed shall be depends first upon his natural, 
spiritual and bodily constitution—for he cannot get outside the 
bounds with which his Creator has surrounded his being; and 
secondly, on his culture, using the word in its widest sense. 
What he is by nature, what he has made himself by education, 
decides his cha/racter ; and his theology is only a statement of 
the belief about God and man which naturally flows from his 
style of character. It must be peculiar, because his character is 
like that of no other man, and decides how much he shall 
comprehend of Christianity.

Few men have intellectual discipline enough to know their 
own creed ; because few men know entirely their own character 
or have sufficient honesty to stand firmly on what they actually 
believe. Thus a man’s account of his own creed cannot always 
be trusted ; for when he begins to talk about it he mixes what 
he does believe in his heart with what his mother, his minister 
and society have told him, and what he would like to believe or 
finds it profitable to adopt. Only after long and intimate 
acquaintance can a wise observer decide what his theology is; 
His superficial faith is entitled to the same reverence as other 
superficial opinions; his real theology demands respect as the 
expression of his character. Whoever tries to change that the
ology, without changing the whole man, is a bungler in the great 
art of education; and whoever thinks all men can be converted 
to one formula brandishes his conceit in the face of common 
sense. All men’s creeds are not equally true; no man’s creed 
includes the entire faith of Jesus; but each man’s real doctrine 
is the statement of his comprehension and realization of Chris
tianity ; is the only creed possible for him until he becomes a 
greater and better man; is valuable in proportion to his true 
Christian manliness.

Every Christian race and nation must construct its own the
ology. For according to its constitutional peculiarities and 
national culture will be its national character, and its creed will 
be the statement of the belief naturally flowing from this charac-
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ter. A nation is not made by a church and creed, but a church
and creed grow out of a nation’s character.

Every modern nation has thus constructed its creed and 
church. Germany, Italy, France, Russia, England, have thus 
wrought out tlicir own theology; for although the inhabitants of 
these lands are nominally gathered under similar churches, the 
Catholicism and Calvinism of Germany are not the Catholicism 
and Calvinism of England, France or Italy, but quite other 
forms of religion. The national character modifies their doc
trinal forms and creates a theology of its own. Few men are 
wise enough to read off these great national creeds and tell us in 
few words exactly what Russia, England, Italy, France, Germany, 
believe about God and man. We have shrewd guesses at their 
theologies, but only their history, impartially written, can deter
mine the amount and style of their faith; and the same rules of 
judgment that apply to the creeds of individual men apply to 
the estimate of national conceptions of Christianity.

The great theologians who have written the creeds that now 
nominally rule the Christian world were men who represented 
large classes of minds or national characteristics. Augustine, 
Luther, Calvin, Wesley, Edwards, Swedenborg, Channing, only 
wrote out the natural religious creeds of certain classes of minds 
better than other men. Thus, in place of better statements, 
thousands of men, even nations, adopt their creeds as their own ; 
as a man not given to self scrutiny accepts a phrenological chart 
of his character, declaring it a perfect map of his mind, because 
it fits him in a few striking characteristics. Yet everyman, sect 
or nation gives a peculiar interpretation to these statements of 
religion, and whatever theological catechism we may swear by 
in our youth, if we sincerely strive after the Lord, we, in the 
end, make our own catechism, which, published or unpublished, 
is our guide-book to Heaven, our best description of the unat
tained grandeur and simplicity of “ the truth as it is in Jesus.”

It will not, therefore, be thought strange, if, in this discourse, 
I speak of Theology in America. It is no disparagement of 
Christianity to say, that America must construct her own The
ology^ which will be her appreciation of the religion of Jesus 
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Christ. This theology must be detemined by the American 
character, which is itself the result of the constitution of Ameri
can society and the popular American culture. Nothing can be 
more interesting to us, as Americans, than to study our national 
character for this purpose, and trace, amid the chaos of our the
ological and ecclesiastical fluctuations, the silent growth of the 
American theology and church; to know how far the present 
creeds express the national faith ; and in what quarters we are 
to look for the appearance of the most characteristic belief of the 
people.

Let us therefore endeavor, first, to estimate the American 
character ; secondly, to inquire how far the present creeds and 
churches truly represent the faith naturally flowing therefrom; 
and thirdly, to consider where wre shall look for the signs of the 
coming theology that shall truly state the national comprehension 
and practice of Christianity.

There is no confirmed American character by which we can 
at once be distinguished among modern nationalities. We are 
too young, and have grown too fast, to have a character, in the 
mature, national sense of the word. Our 26,000,0000 of inhabi
tants, scattered over our 3,000,000 square miles, is a multitude 
gathered in from the four quarters of the globe. Our 22,000,000 
of white people are composed of the three great classes whose 
contentions are the key to the English history of the last three 
centuries, and the various elements of German, French and other 
European extraction. In connection with these, we find 4,000,000 
from Africa and Asia. These people, strewn over a vast coun
try at the ratio of only seven to a square mile, separated by 
barriers of language, position, culture and distance, cannot, at 
the present stage of our national growth, be one in any vital 
sense. We are yet many nations, living peaceably together, 
because we have so much room to dwell in.

But doubtless the elements of the American character do 
exist, and can be seen by those who look beneath the surface 
of the national life of to-day. As yet they are unformed, and 
only hint at the ideal, and it is by no means certain that this 
ideal is to be realized as to the whole country: but somewhere
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oil this continent we believe the American character is to be
fully developed and flower out in its genuine results.

Practical, individual and social freedom is the ideal seen in 
vision by our fathers, and cherished by the few righteous men 
of to-day, for whose sake we hope the nation will be saved. Our 
Declaration of Independence and Constitution were the best 
statement of this idea our fathers could make. They wrote it in 
the moment of their highest inspiration, and left it as the mark 
at which our civilization should aim ; but the American people 
have realized only a few of the facts there written. We may be 
assured that writing a constitution and organizing a government 
do not make a people free. After this conies the experiment, 
and our people must conquer the freedom described in our 
Declaration of Independence; conquer it in every sphere of life, 
from business up to religion. It must be acknowledged, we have 
realized it only partially; and less in its higher than in its more 
common relations.

We have spent nearly three-quarters of a century in vindi
cating human freedom in its most primitive condition; the 
liberty to live in the enjoyment of the material comforts of life. 
Business is the real life of our people, and business, in this 
country, means the attempt of 26,000,000 of human beings to 
banish poverty from a continent. What with our unparalleled 
industry, our proverbial enterprize, our dogged perseverance, 
our restless spirit of emigration, and our mania for invention, we 
have come in sight of the day when no American need be a 
slave to his bodily wants, except for crime. This is the first 
and most successful application of our national idea, and must 
be kept in mind when we are accused of materialism. We are 
a material, trading people; but we have become this by our 
efforts to release man from the despotism of nature; and it is 
more inspiring to see a whole people trading for a century for 
such an end, than to behold the extremes of culture in awful 
contrast to the beastly ignorance and destitution that prevail 
abroad.

The next movement towards realizing the national idea will 
be the effort to emancipate the whole people from the slavery of 
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ignorance. First business, next the common school, that these 
26,000,000 may all be able to walk in the ways of knowledge, 
and the grandest privileges of mental culture become the common 
inheritance of every American child. We are not so far advanced 
in this application as in the former, but already the forces are 
gathering and thousands of good men and women are thinking 
and toiling to this end with an intensity that must insure 
success. Business and the common school, aided by the news
paper and lecture, are the most vital and characteristic parts of 
American life. They are the real beginning of our national 
character, and in time will clear themselves from present hin
drances and infirmities, and rise to an honest commerce and a 
genuine culture which shall insure bread and knowledge to a 
greater number of people than ever before possessed them.

Our fathers, threatened by oppression from abroad and em
barrassed by slavery at home, did not lapse away into the hea
thenism imputed to them by some of their degenerate children; 
but rose above their time, and in the inspiration of the great hour 
of revolution wrote the sublime translation of the golden rule into 
politics, men are created equal.” To suppose they could 
fully embody that ideal of republicanism in their institutions 
were unreasonable. They did all that men could then accom
plish. They fashioned a constitution within whose elastic boun
daries a mighty nation could be developed into a pure democracy 
—a constitution radically founded on the natural equality of man, 
veiling its temporary concessions to slavery under language 
which nowhere acknowledges the right of property in a human 
being, and might remain unaltered did not a slave pollute our 
soil—and incorporated into it a provision for its own amendment. 
The barbarism of our new and crude nationality has hitherto per
verted that constitution, and is now busy in its vile work of 
making the charter of freedom the charter of despotism. But 
there were never half so many people in the United States as 
to-day who believe in a Christian democracy. Our great North 
is pushing its free industry, free education, free church and social 
reforms at a rate hitherto unknown in the annals of mankind. 
Let the enemies of man take their fill of rejoicing now, for their 
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doom is already written in a thousand workshops and a myriad 
schoolhouses, and in the homes of millions of free men. Give 
us another quarter of a century to erect our batteries and bring 
our great guns into place, and we will rake the continent with a 
fire that will make the most obscure plantation, yea the remotest 
everglade, too hot to hold a trader in the souls of men.

When we are further along we shall begin to apply our 
national idea to social life, and be no longer the slaves of customs 
inappropriate to our position, that we now are. Our best social 
life but hints at what the family and neighborhood shall one day 
become under the inspiration of the sentiment of equality of 
human rights.

Then Literature and Art will have a Fourth of July, and 
declare that the nature and life of America deserve a represen
tation for which we now search in vain among the bookshops 
and studies.

And at last a theology, the result of all national living, will 
slowly grow up, fit to represent a Republican interpretation of 
the Gospel of Christ.

Such is our present condition and prospects. We are “ grow
ing ” a national character which shall realize the idea A practical. 
Individual and social freedom. The material side is assuming 
shape; the intellectual side is less formed, but slowly changing 
from a nebula to a star; the political, social, literary and relig
ious phases are still more unformed. For when we speak of the 
American character we mean not the style of manhood illustrated 
by partisan political demagogues, or swaggering disciples of the 
gospel according to Young America, or fastidious imitators of 
foreign manners and culture; but that peculiar development of 
manhood and womanhood which is now, perhaps, found oftenest 
behind the counter, in the mechanic’s shop, on the engineer’s 
beat, in the log-cabin of the emigrant, in the school-room, in the 
editor’s sanctum, and upon that fatal lecture platform, where 
every man in America who pretends to be somebody must stand 
on a pine board between two candles, to be judged by the people; 
but which, not wholly confined to these departments, goes out 
into other spheres of fife and gives the salt that saves our house



550 SERMON.

hold, the ten righteous men for whose virtue our State is not 
overwhelmed, the half dozen authors whose mental life was bom 
in America, the few prophets whose manhood saves the present 
American Church from public contempt. When I speak of 
“ Theology in America,” I shall ask : How far the popular creeds 
and Church are expressing the idea of Religious Freedom into 
which these men and women by and by must grow ; and what 
movements of the theological world point towards the appear
ance of that liberal Theology which shall be the real confession 
of faith for a great Republic?

The present theology of the United States is organized into 
36,000 churches, which afford accommodations for 14,000,000 of 
worshipers. These institutions are divided among some five- 
and-twenty sects, although the seven largest absorb 28,000 of the 
churches. Of these denominations but two or three have origin
ated in America, and these not in a manner to illustrate the 
American character to a great degree. The churches which now 
represent the popular theology of the United States are chiefly a 
growth from seeds planted by the early settlers of the country. 
Their doctrines and discipline come down in regular line of 
descent from an European ancestry ; and instead of springing 
out of, and representing, the genius of our country, have only 
reluctantly yielded to occasional modifications which were abso
lutely demanded by their position. The chief mark of America 
upon them is, their independence of the State ; and it must be 
confessed that this is a grand victory of Republicanism over 
Ecclesiasticism ; but the internal management of their affairs and 
the scope of their creeds is yet but partially affected by that 
spirit of individual and social freedom, which is the central idea 
of American life.

If we turn to the theological creeds that rule the churches in 
the United States, we find, according to the census of 1850, 
33,000 of these institutions, Roman Catholic and Protestant, 
founded on a system of doctrine essentially the same. Doctor 
Baird, in his work on “The Religion of America,” estimates the 
number of evangelical clergymen in 1855 at 29,430, and the 
number of people under tlieir direct and indirect instruction as 
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18,000,000. Although the Roman Catholic differs from the so- 
called “ Evangelical ” creeds, and the Evangelical differ among 
themselves by numberless shades of doctrine, amply sufficient to 
breed bitter disputes among their zealous advocates, yet an im
partial observer, looking from the outside, soon discovers that 
they all naturally spring from a common view of human nature, 
and give substantially the same account of the relations between 
God and man.

How man, created originally in God’s image, fell, through 
willful disobedience, into a state that entailed perpetual natural 
inability on his race; an inability that, quibble about it as old 
and new schools may, virtually annihilates human freedom, and 
dooms the human family to an endless hell; how God, by virtue 
of his three-fold nature, assumed this crime of man’s, and, in the 
person of Jesus, suffered the infinite penalty, due to himself, that 
he might placate himself; and how, after this stupendous exhi
bition, the divine forgiveness is burdened with new conditions, 
so that, in spite of the sacrifice, a large proportion of the race 
perish for ever; these are the radical ideas which, variously 
modified and explained, flower out into all these creeds. A vast 
majority of the people in American churches hear only this 
account of the relation between God and man.

Now this theology is, in no essential respect, the account of 
the great facts of life, that the American people, developing into 
their national character, would give. It is a system that natu
rally arose fourteen centuries ago, and, doubtless, was the best 
description that the cultivated mind of Europe could give of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, during successive centuries of despotism 
and darkness. It is an outgrowth of another state of society, 
and of other habits of thought and life than those which prevail 
in our day. Its whole representation of God and man, of the 
objects of life in this world and the modes of achieving human 
excellence, is foreign to our nature as Americans. And the only 
reason that 30,000 churches in America are founded on it, is, 
that the American people have not yet investigated theology as 
they have investigated business and education, and formed inde
pendent opinions expressive of their real faith' but are content 
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to accept the present church as a convenient social arrangement, 
pleasant in many of its associations, respectable in its deport
ment, and inclosing within its walls much of the genuine piety 
and philanthropy of the land. The American popular church is 
but a way station, where the mass is glad to be refreshed, and 
grateful for polite attentions; well enough, until the whistle 
sounds and the cry, “ All aboard! ” leaves it tenantless.

For how can this popular theology, preached in 33,000 
American churches, stand for our best statement of the sublime 
doctrine of Love, taught by Jesus Christ? Its conception of 
God was formed before the birth of our natural science, and 
differs in nothing very essential from the gross, material notions 
of the Jew and Greek; the “Evangelical” God being, 
indeed, a sort of etherialized Jupiter or Jehovah. We look in 
vain through the catechisms for traces of that awful, spiritual 
presence that confronts the modern inquirer into nature at every 
point, revealing himself in a regularity which has driven the 
church into excommunicating nature and half the scientific 
world into atheism. Its theory of God’s miraculous appearance 
in the natural world could never have grown up in the light of 
a knowledge that revolves the miracle of to-day into the law of 
to-morrow, and annihilates theological prodigies by spiritualizing 
the whole outward universe. Its account of the nature of man 
was made up when the drama of human life in this world had 
not passed even to its second act. It explains, in its way, the 
painful problem of old ages of wrong, when great men were 
everything and man nothing, but it lias not been revised since 
the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth, and Cromwell ruled in Eng
land, and Europe began to rock with the preliminary throes of 
an agitation that will shake down every despot into the dust and 
leave the people on the throne. It was well enough for men like 
Augustine and Calvin, to write what they had seen of man and 
try to account for the Alexanders, and Neros, and barbarian 
invasions, and middle-age darkness of the old time, by their doc
trine of natural depravity ; but natural depravity don’t explain 
the England and America of to-day. Its notions of sin, retribu
tion, salvation and the future life were all written under th«
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shadow of an irresponsible despotism in political and ecclesias
tical affairs, which in its highest dignity rose only to a severe 
legal justice, and made its own will the measure of right and 
wrong. The intellectual habits inherited from such a state of 
human affairs insensibly colored the estimate of the whole destiny 
of man; and the eternity of the creeds is only the infinite expan
sion of a Roman or Eastern Empire, with the grandest speci
men of Roman, or Eastern Emperor at its head. Its philosophy 
of revelation and inspiration flows from its contempt of man and 
its reverence for men, which resulted from the same state of 
society. The common soul is not good enough for the temple of 
the great God, but a few select Jews are chosen from all the 
earth, and Jesus is resolved into the Almighty, to hold the sacred 
treasure revealed to the mass. Its whole idea of .a religious 
life is such as a retired, unmarried priesthood would construct in 
ages of violence ; when the out-door world was shaken with con
stant war and change, and God was sought in the calmness of 
the cloister and the serene retirement of the church. It is 
unxvorldly, sensitive, pale and sedentary, and stands aghast at the 
phenomena of American industrial life. Thus do all these 
cardinal doctrines of the popular creeds represent, not the 
account the people of the United States would give of their 
belief in God, man, duty and destiny, but the account given by 
the European literati ten centuries ago, piously handed down 
from church to church, and in these late days republished, newly 
edited and revised by scholars in colleges and pulpits to suit the 
meridian of America.

It is not to be denied that the genius of our country has some
what modified this organized statement of the Gospel. It has 
separated state and church; compelled larger latitude in the 
interpretation of these creeds; split churches again and again on 
such interpretations, and grafted some new, vigorous stocks of a 
working religion on the old trunk. These partial modifications are 
the most vital part of the popular theology. They are illogical 
deductions from the radical ideas of the creeds; but the mass of 
religious people are not logicians, and fasten on them, thereby 
excusing the presence of the middle ages in the church. But 
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notwithstanding these modifications the church life of America 
is unnatural. It is not disputed that it is often very beautiful 
and impressive, and meets the partial wants of many minds ; but 
it does not express the profoundest religious convictions of the 
mass of people in America who think and feel on Christianity. It is 
a world of its own, artificial, skillfully adjusted to appeal to various 
tendencies in the popular mind, but still artificial, and represents 
more certainly the wealth and social life of the land than the 
religious faith, depending on the banker, the architect and the 
upholsterer, no less than the Gospel, for its existence. We go out 
of America when we go into the popular church. One step 
from the pavement of Broadway in New-York cames us over 
the threshold of Trinity Church, its great temple, into the middle 
ages. Broadway has yet no characteristic American church, 
though the voices of righteous and eloquent men are heard therein. 
We all wait for the day when that temple arises whose doors 
shall not be the boundaries of ages, whose aisles shall be only the 
American street ascending towards the heights of our manhood ; 
whose brotherhood shall be the summit where all noble and 
chracteristic national tendencies culminate to produce the 
American type of Christianity.

This church does not exist, neither can any man now draw 
the theological series of ideas that shall represent the best con
victions of a truly republicanized America concerning Christian 
truth, and which are to be organized into the American form. 
All we can do towards such a prediction is to observe carefully 
the present indications of its approach, and guide our conduct 
thereby till the work is more advanced. These indications are 
partly negative, partly positive ; and although they may appear 
unsatisfactory and threatening to some minds, to me they arc 
but the natural manifestations of a national faith.

The first negative indication of the growth of our people to
wards a new belief in religion, I find in the restless condition of 
the popular theology. A faith that truly expresses the life of a 
people is active ; but with the vigor of advancing power and 
health, not the neuralgic energy witnessed in the fluctuations of 
the American church. This church is not content or self-sus
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tained ; but, under an outside show of strength and confidence, 
it carries a timorous heart that quakes daily before the portents 
of American society. It is afraid of every living, characteristic 
development in our time; afraid of science, afraid of German 
theology, afraid of the best literature of the day, afraid of the 
socialists, the reformers, the spiritualists, the infidels—afraid of 
its own noblest men and women. It stands like a giant before 
the people—awful and authoritative; yet a close observer can 
detect in the quivering lip, the tremulous knees and the blanched 
cheek, the signs of a mortal fear. The Revival system is the 
most significant indication of the loss of self-respect in the 
American church. Just as a proud man, who feels his strength 
going down, springs madly from his bed and tears through a 
two days’ work in one, fancying that such exertions will cure 
him, does the church every year blow all its trumpets and for 
the hundredth time try to inflame the popular passions on the 
subject of eternal salvation. But the work is more feebly done 
every year. Old districts have been “ burned over,” and new 
excitements anticipate its efforts, and the disease is not cured or 
stayed by this means, but only comes back more relentless in 
the hour of weariness and collapse. The popular theology is 
slowly dying because the vital blood of America no longer runs 
in its veins; it feels its fate dimly, and by frantic efforts would 
arrest it; but it must pass away.

And from present indications we can predict what we are to 
expect during the season of its dissolution. Skepticism on the 
whole subject of religion now prevails in America to an extent 
that no good man dares confess to himself and is more and more 
to prevail during the coming century. I doubt not much of this 
unbelief is the result of our one-sided, material business life ; but 
the grand reason for its existence is found, not in the influence 
of German Rationalism, American “ Parkerism,” or any form of 
liberal faith, but, in the utter incompetency of the Popular 
Theology to deal with the great facts of our national life. The 
masses are reared in the assent to this theology as religion; 
they grow up into our daily American existence and find them
selves out of intimate sympathy with it in proportion as they 
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fulfill the duties of their time and sphere. Many get along with 
grafting new ideas into their old creed; as the New England 
farmer, twenty-five years ago, built an addition to his house to 
accommodate every new married son or daughter. But thousands 
cannot live on such a. patch-work of opinions, and secretly let 
slip the whole catechism; and either do not concern themselves 
at all about religion, or form an anti-religious creed of their own. 
This state of things is increasing, and by and by, when the bands 
of the Roman Catholic Church begin to shrivel in the fires of our 
Democracy, there will be a falling away of its members into all 
kinds of disbeliefs, and such blasphemous Atheism as now raves 
through our lowest German prints. To a man who thinks the 
hope of religion in America rests on the success of the popular 
theology, this skepticism is a fearful development; but to one 
who sees the real currents of American life, it is but an indica
tion of a natural state of transition from the crumbling away of 
the old creeds to the building up of the new religious ideas that 
are to rule the continent.

And this spirit not only affects the church in a negative way, 
but is making positive changes in its belief and form, which 
will open a door to innovation that all the councils in America 
cannot shut. The growth of Congregationalism is one of these 
most hopeful tendencies. In many parts of our country the first 
battle against the popular theology is to be fought on this field. 
Emancipate the churches f rom the Anti-Republican central or
ganisations^ that now hotel so many of them in bondage, and a 
work is done whose importance nobody can fairly estimate.

Another of these signs is seen in the increasing latitude of 
interpretation allowed in accepting the creeds. Thousands of 
churches in America would be split in fragments by a rigid en
forcement of the original meanins: of their articles-of faith as a 
test of membership. The sticklers for the straight interpretation 
have logic on their side, and they rightly charge their opponents 
with tampering with the doctrines of the church ; but the lati- 
tudinarians have the spirit of the age on their side, and that law 
of human nature which compels a man unconsciously to stretch 
every cord that binds him to a departing opinion to the utmost 
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before lie breaks it. Tlie time will come when sober men will 
be wearied of the endless hair-splitting of Park, and the obstinate 
mystification of Bushnell, and the wearisome theological war of 
words, in pulpits and newspapers, which means only this; that 
the American so-called' Evangelical Church does not believe its 
own catechism • and leaving the old system in the hands of 
those prepared to defend it out and out will begin to work inde
pendently for a theology.

More positive than these tendencies are three great move
ments outside of the Church: Transcendentalism, Reform and 
Spiritualism.

Transcendentalism has been confined to the circles of the 
cultivated, though in many ways it is helping to form the na
tional theology. This habit of thinking on religion, which has 
been ridiculed in every Evangelical pulpit and newspaper as the 
essence of absurdity and infidelity, is simply the Anmco cul
tivated rendering of the words of Jesus, “ The kingdom of God 
is within youT It is a protest against the banishment of God 
from nature and the soul; an assertion that the Deity lives in 
America as he did in Palestine, and underlies our consciousness 
as surely as that of Moses anil Isaiah. To it we are indebted for 
the substitution of the simple doctrine of Jesus concerning Uni
versal Inspiration, in place of the worn-out machinery of the 
orthodox IToly Spirit. I do not defend all the consequences that 
various thinkers have deduced from this great fact; but affirm 
that, so far from being an irreligious manifestation, it is one 
of the healthiest signs of religious life in America; and denotes 
a real desire in her best minds for that, simple, direct sense of 
communion with God, without which all religious experience 
is second-hand and smitten with death from the beginning.

Among the people, the most striking movement towards a 
national theology is in the Reform movement. I know the 
thousand extravagances of the Reformers, and appreciate the 
conservative criticism on their philosophy and methods; but I 
must behold in this mighty awakening of the American mind 
the dawn of a grand, religious idea, the application of religion 
to life. Wearied of the incessant preaching of a salvation that 
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concerns itself chiefly with the rescue of the soul from a future 
hell, and dares not attack the devil in his American fortresses of 
Intemperance, Negro Slavery and widespread social wrong, the 
people are making a church of their own, in which the lecturer 
's the priest, the mass meeting and convention the assembly, and 
the doing practical good the communion. They think, if Chris
tianity means anything it means that America shall not go to 
Ilell in this world, while Americans a,re agonizing to keep out 
of Ilell in the next. Of that remote theological danger they are 
somewhat uncertain ; of the impending practical calamity they 
are in no doubt; and they believe the surest way to Heaven is 
to open a road of duty on earth which shall dip into the grave, 
trusting that God will continue it on the other side. This move
ment is mightily shaking the American Church ; severing great 
ecclesiastical bodies, rending churches, depopulating fashionably 
furnished temples, and every year coming up with increased 
assurance to demand of the popular theology an account of its 
stewardship. A portion of the Churches have welcomed it, and 
will be saved by their wisdom ; but woe to the sect or Church 
that sets its face against it. It is not to be stayed by criticism 
from a theological or sesthetical point of view. Doubtless it is 
partial in philosophy and coarse in manners; but it is bound to see 
religion applied to the every-day life of the nation, and will drive 
on to its end over the bodies of aristocratic churchism, literary 
diletanteism, feeble refinement, theological bigotry, and political 
and commercial proscription ; for the power of God is in it, and 
it must prevail.

The last outbreak of popular religious enthusiasm is common
ly known as Spiritualism. It has two sides, the mesmeric and 
theological. The mesmeric certainly offers curious topics for 
scientific investigation, and we shall, probably, one day derive 
from it much light on the obscure problems of the influence of 
mind on matter, and the laws of mental association. But it is 
not as a body of people interested in mesmeric media, that this 
large religious denomination, now numbering 3,000,000 of dis
ciples, chiefly concerns the observer of American theology but as 
an exhibition of the popular tendencies of thought on religion. 
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Spiritualism is a natural awakening of the American masses to 
the doctrine of the Immortal Life taught by Jesus. The mate
rialism of our society has brought the popular faith in immortal
ity to a very low ebb ; while the evangelical Church has so 
caricatured the sublime idea by its doctrines of probation, judg
ment, heaven and hell, that the people have begun to feel this 
part of their religious belief slipping from them. The natural 
recoil from these influences has produced that outbreak of 
mingled fanaticism and piety which some mistake for a new 
Gospel: yet all that a rational spiritualist believes of the future 
life and communion of souls was taught by Jesus and lias been 
believed by spiritually minded people for eighteen centuries. 
But we, in America, were getting so far away from that sublime 
doctrine, in our life and theology, that human nature could 
endure it no longer, and by a great rebound has shown how the 
soul of man needs the assurance of an endless existence. I look 
upon the alliance of this movement with mesmerism as accidental 
and temporary. The tipping tables and rattling wainscots will, 
in good time, be left with other prodigies in the hands of curious 
men of scientific leisure for experiment; but this great cry of 
the popular heart after a rational faith in immortality will shiver 
numberless Churches, and burst the bonds of many a man now 
enfolded in materialism or petrified into theological marble. We 
shall learn out of it what it means in the Vdth century to believe 
in the immortality of the soul • and it will be found that this 
doctrine will come to us fraught with vaster relations, suggest
ing larger duties, and elevating with nobler aspirations, than to 
the darkened masses of the early ages of Heathenism or middle 
ages of Christianity.

Among the 36,000 churches in the United States, less than 
2,000 distinctly profess an anti-evangelical theology, although 
there are several sects and divisions of sects that have made im
portant steps in advance of the main body of American religion
ists. These churches are divided between the Progressive 
Quakers, Independent Liberal Churches, Swedenborgians, 
Universalists and Unitarians; and the two last are the most 
numerous.
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The Unitarian movement was originally a protest of the 
cultivated reason of New England against the absurdities of the 
popular creeds; the Universalist, an indignant protest of the 
heart of the New England people against the Jewish idea of the 
character of God, transmitted bv the Puritans to their descend- 
ants. While the former arose, in a large degree, from the gradual 
liberalizing of the Evangelical Congregational churches of New 
England, and questions the popular theology chiefly on the doc
trines of the Trinity, and sacrificial atonement, the natural 
depravity of man and the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures; 
the latter was an independent revolt from the most obnoxious 
doctrine of the popular creeds—the eternal retribution of the 
wicked—though it included, in a subordinate degree, the Unita
rian estimate of man, the nature of God and the mission of the 
Saviour. The Native Divinity of Han and the Love of God may 
be considered their radical contributions to the American the
ology, and these ideas must form the poles of theAmerican church. 
Both these intelligent and growing sects have done a preparatory 
work towards building the National Church, whose importance 
cannot be overrated. Neither has arrived at a theological creed 
that satisfies its own followers; nor is it desirable they should. 
They are gradually melting into each other, and blending with the 
other elements of advanced theological opinion in the land ; and 
no manufacturing of systems or tightening of the cords of church 
discipline can separate them from the companionship of all the 
liberal elements. Neither of them, in its present form, is to be 
the American Church of the future ; but they have the lead in 
the organized movement in that direction. With churches 
gathered on strictly congregational principles, instructed by a 
cultivated and thoughtful clergy, alive to the wants of American 
society; abstaining from the temptation to hunt heresy, and 
ceasing to have the fear of the Westminster Catechism before 
their eyes ; keeping an open platform for opinions and elevating 
personal holiness and unity of spiritual graces to the test of dis
cipleship ; they have a grand career of usefulness before them. 
Their crystal] zati on into a narrow sectarianism will not destroy 
liberal Christianity, but their own existence as influential religi
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ous bodies ; for, at a time like tins, when a nation is feeling after 
its characteristic faith, no such contradiction as a liberal sect 
dictating a whole creed and casting out of the church for heresy, 
will be tolerated by the people. Unity in love, toleration in 
connection with the severest examination of doctrines, is now 
their cardinal duty. Thus can they gradually mold and direct 
the masses of half-way Christians, and win the thousands of 
skeptics and fanatics stranded on the shores of the popular 
theology, to a rational faith in Christianity.

I look upon the Independent Liberal Church, which is now 
springing up in various portions of the land, as the most 
characteristic religious organization of our country. It is an 
assembly of people, united on the broad foundation of love to 
God and man, proposing, first, the achievement of the Religious 
character and Philanthropic Service, and secondly, the improve
ment of each man’s creed by amicable and honest comparison of 
theological views. Wherever the ground is not encumbered by 
previous organizations, the free people of our country can do 
nothing better than unite in such churches, around pious and 
large minded teachers; and thus labor in anticipation of the day 
when a regenerated America shall be covered with free religious 
congregations, wherein each soul may be tempted out into its 
finest native development of Christianity, while a great national 
call to a moral effort for the relief of human suffering or the 
rebuke and reformation of human wrong, shall insure the unity 
contemplated by Ilim who prayed that all his might be one, 
even as he is one with his Father.

Such are a few of the indications pointing towards the 
American theology and church. If they seem vague and dis
couraging, it is because we have not yet pondered the vast 
significance of a theology which shall typify the highest life of 
the Republic. A nation moves to its faith by slow steps along 
circuitous paths. It does not receive creeds nicely drawn in the 
study, or trouble itself about the disputes of divines. It lives 
on some great theology representing a past civilization until its 
own begins to form, then disengages itself slowly from the old, 
and painfully expresses itself through the transitional period that 
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leads to the new; and when the time is ripe, it inspires some
great man to write its creed.

The man may not be born who will write the theology of 
America; but meanwhile our duty is, as men, to stand by our 
own best light, love God and man, and believe all we can; as 
churches, to organize on the broadest Congregational platform, 
and live in the service of the community, by hostility to all error 
and wrong, and the teaching and doing all we know to be true 
and good ; as religious sects, to be careful lest we hinder the 
grand work of the future by any precocious ambition for power, 
or unmanly fear of heresy. Liberal Christianity is now in the 
minority : but the people of America are gradually making us a 
majority. We live in a time of transition, when a holy life is 
the first, and a clear head the second qualification for disciple
ship of Jesus. Let us toil on in simplicity and rectitude, doubt
ing not that amid this shifting warfare of opinions the great 
cardinal ideas of our national theology are being laid deep in the 
life of the people; and, rising on these foundations, the national 
Church shall grow, year by year, till the inspired faith of our 
noblest men, individual and social freedom, shall get expression 
through that Liberal theology and Liberal Church, which will 
be the American interpretation and realization of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.

The self-satisfied soul has nothing to ask for, and consequently 
is without that aspiration which lifts it up to the higher good. 
Unless we “hunger and thirst after righteousness,” we shall not 
be filled with righteousness. And if our life is not directed for 
the good, it will fall to an evil use. If the earth is not culti
vated, it will bring forth briars and thorns. The life is there, 
and its going forth cannot be repressed.

Our lusts are the result of the misdirected energies of our 
spiritual forces. When we do not properly exercise our faculties 
and employ our forces, our spiritual energies take the direction of 
our .actions and intensify those faculties we thus exercise. In this 
manner lust is begotten, which, “ when it conceiveth, bringeth 
forth sin;” which, “when finished, bringeth forth death.”
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“ LITTLE ELLA” VIRGINIA BURNS.

The wonderful performances through the mediumship of this 
little girl are exciting the wonder and admiration of all classes. 
Priest and people admit there is no trick here. But they have 
not philosophy enough to account for what they behold. As 
nothing has been said about Spiritualism or mediumship, her 
performances do not give the ague chills to the clergy, by the 
near proximity of the devil, and it may be cruel in us to let them 
into the secret. But after all, we think the truth should be 
spoken for the benefit of people and child. “Little Ella” is a 
medium. She has a very perfect organization and a simple un
perverted mind, which enables the controlling spirits to use her 
as they would bodies and organs of their own.

“ She reads without knowing her letters.” She does not read 
at all. Iler own little mind is dormant during the reading. She 
furnishes eyes and organs of speech and of motion, that is all the 
part “Little Ella” has in the performance. Her little spirit is 
in no way benefited by it, and, aside from these controlling in
fluences, she knows no more than any other child. It is strange 
that men of sense can deceive themselves in this matter. There 
is nothing in those characters, called letters and words, from 
which the little uneducated spirit can gather any meaning. Eng
lish words, written or printed, are no more to Ivor, she being 
uneducated in them, than Hebrew, Arabic, or Chinese; yet they 
would find a vast difference in her performance, should they put 
Chinese into her hands to be read.

She could read Chinese, Arabic, or any other language, in 
the same manner she reads the English, provided a spirit under
standing the language should have control of her. But a few 
experiments would demonstrate that there would be times when 
she could not perform in diverse languages.

It is said, that as soon she has finished her reading, she is a 
child again. What, else should she be? NAe has been nothing 
but a child during the performance. All else was a spirit, not 
her own, holding her spirit in a dormant state; and as soon as



564 u LITTLE ELLA” VIRGINIA BURNS.

the obsessing influence is withdrawn, the child is restored to its 
own consciousness and body.

Another remark. We pity little Ella. She is in the greatest 
possible danger of being ruined. These performances, if pressed, 
will ruin her. Iler own mind will be neglected, because they 
will be likely to take what comes through her, as her own; and 
suppose those astonishing powers to be her’s, which do not in 
any manner pertain to her development. The child should be 
in skillful hands. But who among her admirers is skillful enough 
to educate her ? The first thing to be done is to put her through 
a thorough course of physical and mental training. It would 
destroy her powers as a reader. Develop and strengthen her 
mind, build up for her a strong individuality, and she could not 
be thus controlled. Education, discipline of Aer own is what 
she needs, and must have to save her.

Others have been prodigies in some special department; 
Zerah Colburn as a matliematican. Education is a sovereign re
medy for these deformities. This constant use of certain faculties 
by the obsessing spirit overtaxes them, and tends to destroy their 
susceptibilities. Insanity arising from inflammation, w inanity 
arising from a softening of the brain, are to be apprehended in 
such cases. A general education of all the faculties is the best 
specific. It will be sure to destroy the specialty. The educa
tion of “little Ella” will destroy her powers as a reader, but it 
will save her from insanity or inanity, or something ecpially to 
be deplored.

We clip the following from the columns of “Life Illustrated,” 
as giving an account of her performances.

“We give a beautiful illustration of Ella Virginia Burns, 
better known to the public as Little Ella, the wonderful child
reader, whose marvelous powers have justly excited the delight 
and astonishment of all who have had the privilege of hearing 
her readings and recitations from the poets and dramatists.

“ Little Ella is only four years of age, having been born on the 
11th of December, 1854, at Cincinnati, Ohio. Little Ella’s 
mother, Mrs. Martha Burns, is now in this city with her lovely 
and wonderfully gifted child, where they have, after various trials
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incident to their unprotected position, at length secured favor, 
friends, and recognition from our most intelligent, wealthy, and 
influential citizens, who have, with remarkable unanimity, pro
nounced Little Ella’s readings to be beyond all merely human 
instruction—the bright upgushings of genius and feeling—nigh 
akin to inspiration. No one who witnesses her naturalness and 
uustudied grace of manner, but will at once concede that she 
would impart instruction rather than receive it from any pro
fessed elocutionist whatever.

“Little Ella, with her mother, came to this city from Wash
ington about the middle of August last, at which time she read 
frequently in the parlors of the St. Nicholas Hotel, and has been 
a reader for the past two years, having learned while being car
ried about, seeing and hearing the names of signs; also from 
asking the names of pictures. She catches words from their form, 
as other children do letters.

“The following extract from an editorial in the Christian 
Advocate and Journal, will give Dr. Stevens’ impression of this 
wonderful child:

“ ‘ Little Ella, with her mother, called on us, one morning 
last week, and gave several of her recitations and readings before 
a number of our ministers and attaches of the Book Boom. These 
recitations excited a high degree of surprise and admiration.

“‘This remarkable child is a natural reader, and before two 
years of age she learned to read without learning her letters, and 
could read poetry and dramatic scenes with fine effect, appa
rently apprehending and appreciating the meaning and proper 
expression of the various authors, whether she had ever read 
them before or not. Little Ella is about three and a half years 
old, a fine, healthy child, with a cloud of soft brown curls about 
her little face, which becomes grave and animated by turns, as 
she reads and recites. Her voice is strong, and admirable in 
quality and modulation. Her recitation of General Moms’ 
celebrated poem, entitled ‘My Mother’s Bible,’ brought tears to 
eyes ‘ all unused to the melting mood,’ as did her recitation of 
Mrs. Hernans’ poetic gem, ‘Bring Flowers.”

“ Little Ella, unlike most remarkable children, possesses a
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robust constitution, and exercises her wonderful faculty as the 
wild birds sing, apparently unconscious of the effect she pro
duces.

“She is remarkable for her sense of obedience and truthful
ness. She is very kind, considerate, and intensely fond of 
children and never fails to produce a profound impression on all 
who come into her presence, even as strangers, without knowing 
her.

“Nothing can be imagined more exquisitely beautiful than 
her repetition of the Lord’s Prayer, as is her invariable custom 
on retiring to rest. To see her as she kneels on the white coun
terpane by her pillow, her sweet little face upturned and all 
aglow with the very sentiment of devotional fervor, her little 
hands clasped, and her voice softened to the intensity of tender 
entreaty, is a feast of the soul not to be often enjoyed this side 
the pearly gates of Paradise.

“The editor of the Musiccd ’World, in speaking of her, says: 
‘ She is all that she has been represented. Her readings are 
among the marvels which a journalist is called to note in making 
up his record. Some of our philanthropic and wealthy citizens 
could not do a wiser thing than to look after the education of 
this gifted child. Little Ella recites and reads poetry with 
wonderful delicacy, force, and appreciation, without the least 
apparent effort, her voice being sustained and modulated to the 
sentiment in a manner rarely excelled by the most accomplished 
readers. She is withal a perfect child, full of life and impulsive
ness.’

“N. P. Willis, in one of his Idlewild Papers, in a recent 
number of the Homa Journal, speaking of her, says:

“ ‘ I was in at Brady’s, on Broadway, looking at his new 
Gallery of the Full and Fair—the distinguished women, that is 
to say, whose development both of form and destiny is complete 
—and with my mind thus turned upon the beauty that is so 
strangely undervalued in our country, that of fullness in the 
female proportions, I was struck suddenly by an exceedingly fine 
type of the promise of it, in a child playing about the room.
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She was apparently three or four years old, and most exquisitely 
beautiful, but plump and glowing, to her fullest natural model 
in every pore. The profuse brown ringlets had the gold tinge 
which the Italian painters so value, the eyelashes were prodigally 
long, the eyes deep-colored and most expressive, the teeth even 
and perfect, the lips ripe and rosy, the forehead and features 
ample and noble. Then the dimpled shoulders of the little 
creature, the flat back and swelling chest, were wonderfully fine, 
and her movements, her voice, her laugh, her countenance, her 
manners, were all strikingly expressive of completeness—the 
lovely and budding infancy of the ripe ideal I was pondering upon.

“‘While I stood watching her movements, and marveling 
how all art was outdone by so simple and easy a work of Nature 
as a little child, Brady touched me on the shoulder, and told me 
I was looking at a famous wonder—no less a personage than 
‘ Little Ella,’ as she is called, the wonderfully precocious child 
who is now running a race of celebrity, which Heaven grant 
may lead to fortune. Without ever having been taught spelling 
or the alphabet, but having herself picked up a knowledge of 
words by intuitive quickness of eye, she takes any book of poetry 
presented to her and reads verses she has never before seen, with 
a cadence and a pronunciation which do the fullest justice to the 
sense and rhythm. She recites, also, humorous passages from 
comedies, acting the fun most astonishingly. I have not time 
to describe to you the half hour that I afterward passed in listen
ing to her. Brady presented me to her mother (Mrs. Burns), 
and gave us a room where the little prodigy could be called 
upon for her recitations. Poetry could scarce be better read or 
delivered by an elocutionist than what she there recited to us; 
and the beauty of it is, that the moment it is over she frolics off 
as unembarrassed as a bird, or runs to give you the expected 
kiss, or scampers away to play, as absolute a child again as if 
she had never been a wonder! How either parents or children 
could be more delighted than by witnessing one of the perform
ances of this little beauty, I can not conceive. Still it is difficult 
to look on her without tears. She is a flower of heaven that has 
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chanced to blossom too soon—opening the sweet petals of angelic 
wisdom amid the snows of this cold world—and may God watch 
over and shelter her, till the safe Summer, beyond Death’s tardy 
Spring, when such bloom is in season for eternity!’”

------------- 4

MORMONISM.
The sect claiming to be “Latter Day Saints,” and known to 

the world as “Mormons,” claim to have received a revelation 
from God through the agency of angels and prophets. The 
Book, called the Mormon Bible, was written principally during 
the spring and early summer of 1829, by Oliver Cowdery, at the 
dictation of Joseph Smith, jun. The manner in which it was 
written I have received from the lips of Martin Harris, who is 
one of the original witnesses to the spiritual origin of such book. 
Feeling that it was due to posterity, as well as to the cause of 
truth, that the facts connected with the origin of Mormonism 
should be carefully gathered and preserved; and knowing that 
Martin Harris, now of Kirtland, Ohio, was the only living wit
ness who possessed the entire knowledge necessary to a full 
understanding of the subject, we made a journey to Ohio a few 
weeks since, for the purpose of obtaining a full statement from 
him of all the facts coming within his knowledge, and upon 
which he bases his faith in the genuineness of those revelations. 
"We succeeded according to our purpose. We secured a copy of 
the original publication, so that we have a volume of the first 
edition of the Mormon Bible published. We also procured a 
copy of the revelations made from time to time from the 
beginning, until the death of Joseph and Hiram Smith. We 
also procured a copy of an expose, published about twenty 
years ago, by E. D. Howe, of Painesville, so that we are now in 
possession of the facts and early literature of the Mormon faith. 
We deemed it a part of our business to collect and record these 
things in our magazine, as that is devoted to an investigation of 
all mental and spiritual phenomena. We shall commence a 
series of short articles upon this subject in the first number of 
the next volume.
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INFORMAL ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION

OF THE FIRST INDEPENDENT CONGREGATION OF TROY, N. Y.

For the purpose of an informal organization preparatory to a 
more permanent one, We, the undersigned, do hereby enroll our 
names as members of the First Independent Congregation of 
Troy, N. Y.

Being members of a common humanity, we recognize God 
as our Father, and man as our brother. We mutually covenant 
to make our earnest and persistent effort to live true, virtuous, 
and religious lives. It shall ever be our aim to be right in spirit, 
and to do right in deed. In our religious work, we will strive 
for the perfection of our own characters in every virtue, and also 
for the aiding of others in the like work. The atonement which 
we will seek, shall be that of being in harmony with God and 
his government; the salvation, that which is attained through 
perfect obedience to all the divine requirements. We will ever 
recognize as of the highest authority, God’s truth revealed in our 
own souls, and our highest responsibility to God and humanity 
dwelling in our own consciousness of justice and purity.

--------------- $---------------

We would again call the attention of our subscribers to the 
fact that this number closes the fourth Vol., and we do earnestly 
request those who have not paid for the past year, to remit to us 
immediately their dues. We would also notify them and all 
that we shall continue the publication another year, and we will 
that each would renew his subscription and lend us his influence 
to extend its circulation. We are determined to enlarge and 
improve it. We shall diversify its contents by selecting from all 
the departments of art, science, and literature. Please lend us 
a helping hand.
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Died at Painesville, Ohio, on the 23rd of February, Mrs. Cornelia M. 
Tiffany, wife of the Editor, of congestion of the lungs. She was nearly 47 
years of age at the time of her death. She had been in excellent health up 
to within four days of her death—consequently her departure was sudden and 
unexpected to me. I was at Troy when I received a dispatch informing me 
ot her sickness. I hastened to the cars, and within twenty minutes from the 
time I heard of it, I was on my way West, and within twenty hours at 
Painesville. But I was too late to meet her in the body. She had died about 
ten hours before my arrival. About four weeks previous to her death I had 
spent about ten days at home with the family, and w'hen I left for my 
Eastern labors, there was a feeling of gloom and sadness possessing my spirit, 
quite unusual. Although I was expecting to be with them again within a few 
weeks, I could not help feeling great reluctance in leaving them. This feeling 
extended to other members of the family, and while we were quietly awaiting 
the hour of departure, the tears would silently steal down our cheeks. This 
is now explained. This was our last meeting in the body. On my way West 
I felt certain that I should be too late—that she would have passed away from 
the form before my arrival; and all the incidents of the funeral and the 
removal of the family just as have since occurred passed through my mind. 
In truth I knew the exact hour of her death. I was between Pome and 
Syracuse. I felt-the pressure of a hand upon me, with the impression that she 
was then passing away. I looked at the time, and found on arriving at home, 
that she died at that hour.

Another incident. On my way I fastened my mind upon the room and 
place in which she lay, that I might, in spirit, see her. I could not see her 
distinctly. An occasional glimpse would come to me, but quickly disappear. 
But in this effort, I saw my own mother and my children who were in the 
spirit-world. They were there, clearly and distinctly to be seeD. This but 
confirmed me still in the opinion that she was passing away.

Another incident. As I -was approaching Conneaut, the first town we 
enter in Ohio, I thought of two tall poplar trees to be seen standing side by 
side as we look toward the lake on entering the town. I said in my mind, I 
will see if both are standing as they were the last time I had passed that way. 
If one is down I shall take it as a sign of the death of Mrs. Tiffany. What 
were my feelings when on looking, I saw that one of them had disappeared! 
Let me be understood. I do not believe that the fall of that tree had any
thing to do w-ith the death of Mrs. T., nor do I believe that her death had any
thing to do with the fall of that tree. But I do believe that a spirit took that 
method of informing me of the fact of her death.

All this was preparatory for the announcement of her decease. Indeed 
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my mind liad dwelt on it so constantly during my journey, that it had become 
a reality to me before my arrival. I dreaded to come in sight of the house, 
knowing that the symbol of death would be there. The Doctor met me at 
the cars, and informed me of the result—saying, you must not be surprised at 
it. I replied, Doctor, I am not surprised. Had you told me she was living, 
I should have been more so.

The effect of her death upon my mind has been such as to reveal to me a 
class of truths with which I was not before familiar. I will refer to them in 
another article at another time.

A PLEASANT PASSING AWAY.
Death of Mbs. Celia Gilbert, Wife of J. Gilbert, Esq., of Coldwater, 

Michigan.—We have intended for many months, noticing in our monthly, 
the closing scene of Mrs. Gilbert, which took place the early part of last 
summer. We had been acquainted with Mrs. Gilbert many years before. She 
was one of those gentle, loving spirits, that to be loved needed but to bo 
known. There was that integrity and purity of spirit about her, which could 
not fail to secure the highest respect and confidence of all who knew her. We 
would say, if death separated her from earth and those she left behind, the 
world could illy afford to spare her. She had been confined but a few days 
before her death, from which confinement she never recovered. I received 
the following account of the closing scene, from her cousin, Mrs. Jane B. 
Clark, wife of J. B. Clark, Esq., of Coldwater :

Mrs. Clark says, “ On the morning preceding her death, she sent for us all, 
believing that she could not live until night. We went up together, and 
found her, indeed, just ready to take her departure. She was cheerful and 
happy; but still said, if her life could be prolonged, she wished it might be 
for the sake of her little family ; wished everything done to restore her that 
could be. ‘ But still,’ said she, ‘ I am conscious that I shall leave you and enter 
upon a sphere of higher activity.’ And only when she looked upon her 
family did her lip quiver, and her eyes fill with tears. When the sun was 
about setting on the last day of her earth-life, she wished the curtain drawn 
aside, that she might look upon it once more from earth. Saying, ‘that 
before it should rise again she would be in the spirit land.’ As she was 
taking leave of her little ones, who came into her chamber in their night 
clothes, just as they were retiring, to take the last kiss from the lips of their 
dying mother, she said, ‘Would to God I could fold you all in my arms, and 
take you with me.’ She told Alice and Anna, her little girls about ten and 
eight years old, ‘that when they should come in there again in the morning, 
they would only find her body. Her spirit would not be in it. That after 
that time they would have no mother that they could see.’ ‘But,’ said she, 
‘ I want to tell you, that although you will not be able to see me, yet I shall 
be with you, and when you go to bed at night, I shall go up with you; but 
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some one else must carry the light. I cannot do that.’ And seeing her little 
Anna, with her eyes full of wonder, she. spoke cheerfully to her and said, 
(that is the way it goes, Anna.’ The scene was most touching when she 
parted with her little babe. She was assured by her husband, and Henry, and 
others, that her children should all be well cared for, which comforted and 
strengthened her during her fleeting moments. She had something to say to 
each one as they carne in to see her. She enjoined it upon us all, that we 
should not mourn or grieve, but be calm and quiet during the last scene, say
ing, ‘I love a quiet death-bed.’ And she had it. About ten o’clock she 
recommended that all excepting three or four should lie down and rest: say
ing, 1 there would be time enough to call them when she was going.’ She had 
finished her preparation, and was quietly and patiently awaiting the arrival of 
the angel of death. About midnight, I was sitting by her side, and her hus
band sitting upon the lounge, but not asleep ; she said to me, ‘ I think I can 
sing,’ and asked me to commence something familiar. I sang, ‘When I can 
read rnv title clear,’ etc. She sang with me the first verse. Then several of 
those who had retired at her request, hearing the singing, returned. She 
requested her husband to sing with her, which he did. After finishing the 
second verse, she said she would rest awhile. But her next song was with 
those who were waiting to bear her to the celestial world. She remained until 
six in the morning—a dear glorious morning in June—speaking words of com
fort and loving encouragement to us all. Having taken leave of her children 
she did not wish them called again ; the parting was too painful.

“She had given directions the night previous about her burial-dress, and 
other things. She wished to be taken down stairs and laid upon the sofa in 
the back parlor. And she requested that all the vases might be filled with 
flowers. She said to Alice, ‘ in the morning go and gather a bouquet for me ; 
it will be the last you will ever gather for your mother; and place it by me. 
Gather the tulips, the iris, and other flowers.’

She said to her husband, ‘ when evening comes, I wish you, with the 
family, would go into the parlor, and sit there and talk as you always have 
done. Have the piano played as usual, and all be cheerful.’ This was done 
as she requested, and her little Alice played and sang, ‘ What kind of a place 
is heaven, Mamma.’ From the first day of her confinement to her room, she 
had looked forward to the Sabbath on which she was buried, as the one on 
which you were to return from the East. And she had often said, I hope I 
shall be well enough to go to the Hall and hear Mr. Tiffany. But the angels 
claimed her before that time, and she is now a messenger of love for us all. 
She has laid a loving hand upon my head while I have been writing. I often 
feel her presence, and am conscious that she suggests to my mind many things 
which aid me from day to day, teaching me patience and forbearance, and 
giving me hope of a blissful reunion. I am your friend, etc.

“Jane B. Clark.”
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Mbs. Margaret Ballard, wife of Gen. E. F. Ballard, died at Waterford, 
N. Y., on Tuesday morning, the 15th Feb., of consumption, in the 25th 
year of her age. We were at Boston, and were telegraphed to attend her 
funeral, which took place on the 17th inst., which we did. We cannot forbear 
paying a tribute to the memory of Mrs. Ballard. We became acquainted with 
her about the first of October last. She was then in the last stages of con
sumption. At the request of Mr. B. we visited her for the purpose of afford
ing such aid to her body and her spirit as lay within our power. She was 
then in a very unpleasant frame of mind which we soon perceived was the 
result of external spiritual influence, probably from this and the spirit sphere. 
We thought then and still think, that she was subjected to very severe trials 
through the influence of spirits. She was irritable, gloomy and desponding— 
felt that she could not think of dying without great shrinking back. “ The 
dread of what might come.”. By constant attention and earnest effort, we 
succeeded in giving her great relief of body and of mind. All her symptoms 
were very much improved, and we began strongly to hope that she might yet 
recover. Indeed, there was some time we felt confident that could we have 
had the benefits of a propitious climate, we could, through such aid as we 
could secure, have restored her to physical health. As it was, our hopes were 
very strong. We were obliged to be absent some twenty days, when her 
symptoms were the most favorable—and before our return she had a relapse 
from which we felt it impossible for her to recover. During the ten weeks 
she was so rapidly improving in her physical condition, she was likewise im
proving in her spiritual condition. We had impressed upon her mind the 
importance of trusting in the power and goodness of her Heavenly Father, 
through the agency of his angels, to protect her from the influence of less 
propitious spirits. When she felt darkness and sadness coming to her soul, to 
go to her Father, in prayer, and he would send his angels to bear her up. 
She did so, and realized the sustaining power. She testified more than once 
of His ever present help in time of need. Our business called us away so 
much, that we could be with her but little during the latter part of her sick
ness. For a time darkness and sorrow came again over her spirit. The 
dread of death returned. She felt that she could not die. She seemed utterly 
incapable of being reconciled. She had lost her faith in prayer—in every 
means of spiritual good. Argument seemed to be lost upon her—prayer 
seemed unanswered. We felt we could not give her up so. On Monday, the 
7th inst., we were about to start for New York, to be gone for two weeks. 
Just before the time of starting, Gen. Ballard called on us, and wished, if pos
sible, that we would go and see “Maggie,” not for physical, but for spiritual 
good. We did so—and we thank God that we did. It was the last—best 
visit—on earth. We went full of faith and prayer. Our visit lasted but a 
few hours: but it was blessed by angelic aid. Our dear friend came out of 
her spiritual darkness into light, which continued while she remained in the 
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form. Iler last days were bright and joyous—full of hope, trust and charity, 
bringing forth in her the fruits of joy and peace. The last evening was spent 
in company with a few friends, full of life and joyousness. Her nurse lodged 
in the room with her. She was up, full of life and glee, about four o’clock in 
the morning, walking about her room. She lay down and dropped into a 
quiet sleep, from which she never awoke in the body. She passed away 
without a struggle or a groan, about nine o’clock Tuesday morning, the 15th. 
We were at Boston at the time, and received a dispatch announcing her death 
and requiring our presence at her funeral. For she told us, that wherever we 
might be at the time of her death, we must come and preach her funeral 
sermon. We promised her to do so and we did.

Our friend had passed many severe trials during her brief years upon earth. 
From the intimate acquaintance we had with her spirit, we early learned to 
sympathize deeply with her. She had a pure and noble spirit. It had been 
wounded and bruised by the wickedness and cruelty of the proud cold world. 
But she triumphed at last. When her husband read to her the account of the 
trials and persecutions which Jesus endured at the hands of his enemies, and 
how he prayed forthem, she replied, “From my heart I forgive and love 
them all.” And she did so. She was endeared to the poor. Her heart was 
touched when suffering and need stood in her presence. She knew no limit 
but her means to relieve. She is remembered in their affections—and every 
thought in them of her is a prayer. She now is an angel and will do an 
angel’s work.

Sung at the close of the discourse, at the reguest of 2frs. Ballard while living—

I KNOW TIIOU ART GONE.
I know thou art gone to the home of thy rest, 

Then why should my soul be so sad;
I know thou art gone where the weary find rest, 

And the mourner looks up and is glad.
In thy far away home, wherever it be,

I know thou hast visions of mine;
And my heart hath revealings of thine, and of thee,

In many a token and sign.
In the hush of the night, or the waste of the sea, 

Or alone with the breeze on the hill,
I have ever a presence that whispers of thee,

And my spirit lies down and is still.
I never look up with a wish to the sky— 

But a light like thy beauty is there,
And I hear a low murmur like thine in reply, 

When I pour out my spirit in prayer.
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Sung while depositing the Remain# of Mrs. Ballard in the vault at Waterford, 
February 17, 1859.

Gather the beautiful home to their rest; 
Strew the pale roses over her breast;

Like her in beauty let them decay, 
When the most beautiful passeth away.

Bury the faded under the shade 
Of the sad willow where they have played;

Let a sweet flowret lovingly bloom,
In the bright green sward over the tomb.

Weep for the beautiful, hallow with tears 
Graves which the love of lost ones endears;

Trust to their pillow beautiful dead;
Beings of glory watch o’er their head.
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1. Hark I a voice I a heavenly voice I Floating lightly, lightly by I “ Come to Je-sus and re-joice;
2. Hark! a voice 1 a heavenly voice! Singing sweetly, sweetly now;“ ’Tis the hour to make thy choice, 
¿^4—F-K-l—«—|-A—

FINE. Second Division. 
J 

^zzfzidz^—1=
Live with Him on high! Yes! we come I to Jesus come; For, our Sa-viour, Sa-viour dear, 

Come I to Je - sus bow; Je-sus’ love—worth more than gold Dug from out the richest mines,

«---- :------
’

----- t*----- &

(Repeat First Part in Full Chorus.) D. O al Fine.

,
—5

Soon will call us to His home, Free from every fear, 
Jesus’ love, like wealth untold, Round the heart entwines.
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First Division.
3. Hark ! a voice ! a heavenly vc^ce !

Hear it! sounding through the land, 
u Souls on earth make heaven rejoice,

Who for Jesus stand.

Second Division.
Jesus ! take us in thino arms ;

Suffer that we come to thee:
With thy blessing, earthly harms

From our path will flee.
[Repeat First Division in Chorus.J
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From Anniversary Book, No, 2, by permission of Horace Waters, Publisher.



MUSIC STORE IN CHICAGO

Messrs. IIIGGINS BROTHERS,
©eaïws îa Masse aai Masîeaï Jaste®»®irts8 

No. 45 LAKE STREET, Chicago.
They have by far the most extensive Establishment in that city. They are enterprising business men, just suited for their position. They cannot.be called “ Fast.” yet they are always up to the times.
Their Sale Room is in the large Iron Block, No. 45, Lake Street, and is 165 feet deep by 24 feet wide, and 17 feet high, and it is thoroughly filled with everything pertaining to their business.
Pianos, Melodeons, Guitars, Violins, Flutes, Drums, etc., etc., without end, and of the best quality and most modern styles. Persons wishing Music or Musical Instruments, can not do better than go direct to

HIGGINS BROTHERS,
45 Lake Street, Chicago, 

AND MAKE THEIR PURCHASES.

E. WATERS, TROY, N. Y.,
Manufactures the best INK of every variety and description, we have used. We tried almost all kinds in market, and we shall use no other when his can be obtained. We have used his for three years, and find it perfect in every respect. He manufactures BLACK, BLUE and CARMINE, and puts them up in every variety of style. He also manufactures

INDELIBLE INK, to be used with or without preparation. The Best.—Also, 
LIQUID HAIR DYE—instantaneous —with Preparation. Warranted better and cheaper than any other in the United States.
FILTERING CONES, the points secured with cloth to prevent breaking, which renders them the most durable and perfect article. They filter feist and. fine.

WATERS’ PATENT BREAST CUP —Perfect and indispensable to Women needing anything of the kind. It is a superior and perfect article.
PULMONIC SYRUP ,—Will Cure nine cases in ten; pleasant to take, and should be kept in every family.
LIQUID MIRROR BLACKING—Will not injure the Leather, and equal to Day 

and Martin’s, or any other in the world.

E. WATERS IS ALSO THE PATENTEE OF THE FOLLOWING:
A NEW METHOD OF MAKING SQUARE BOXES.
ALSO, “ “ ROUND
PATENT MATCH BOX.
PATENT HEAD REST FOR CAR SEATS.
PATENT DOVETAILING MACHINE, WORKED BY HAND.

In truth our friend Waters, of Troy, is an earnest and an honest man. What he does he does right, and there is no cheat in him, or about him. Whoever sends orders for what, he has will be promptly and honestly dealt by. We are not afraid to say so _ and take the consequences—here and hereafter. He puts up the best, handsomest, 
STRONGEST and CHEAPEST

COLLAR BOXES
In the World. Whoever wishes anything of the kind, by addressing E. WATERS, 
Troy, New York, will get all necessary information.
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THE CE2STTTERY;
-4 National Newspaper of Politics, Commerce, Finance, Economy, 

Literature, Science and Art.
Tiie weekly edition of The Century is published every Saturday. It will be followed by the Daily and Semi-Weekly editions, on the completion of arrangements in 

preparation for that purpose.
The Century consists of Eight imperial pages, and is the largest journal of its class in the United States. It is designed that it shall not be surpassed by any other in the extnt and evariety of its reading matter, nor in the efficiency of its Advertising and 

business relations.
The Century will not bo tho organ of any political party. It will endeavor to represent national and common interests. It will not hesitate to censure what is wrong in legislation and government, nor to maintain what is right, without respect to political or geographical divisions. The size of the sheet will afford ample room for the thorough discussion of all questions relating to the common welfare; and no res

traints will be imposed on the expression of opinions but such as are required by courtesy, or are necessary to conciseness.Although not connected with any political party, The Century cannot be neutral when great issues are before the country; but it will aim to be impartial and truthful. It will especially endeavor to instruct the popular mind in the use of the elective franchise, by candid and fearless examination of the character of men and measures which may be proffered for the public support; and it will resist the party manage
ment and drill by which corrupt leaders control nominations for office, and by which voters are often left to such a doubtful choice between evils, as to make them indiffer
ent as to the result.To the various social questions of tho day, space will be allotted proportionate with 
their importance.The collation and systematic arrangement of Commercial Statistics, including Finance, will be one of the leading features of The Century. This will embrace all departments of productive labor and enterprise—Agriculture, Mining, Railroads, Navigation, Manufactures, Mechanics, and generally whatever contributes to the material 
wealth of a country.The arrangements for trustworthy Correspondents, both Foreign and Domestic, are in part already made. No effort will be spared to obtain early and correct information of events transpiring in other parts of the world.The Editorship of The Century will be impersonal. Able and experienced writers will be employed in all the respective departments which are necessary to a First-class Newspaper, adapted to the Family Circle, as well as to the man of business.

The subscriber refers confidently to his long experience, as an assurance to the public that the plan set forth in the circular will be faithfully carried out.Subscriptions and advertisements are respectfully solicited.
Specimen numbers of The Century will be sent free of charge to any person in the city or county whose address may be furnished to the Publisher.Editors noticing this Prospectus and desiring an exchange, will confer a favor by sending their papers at once to The Century, New York.

TERMS:
Single Subscribers for one year, 50.Two Subscribers, by mail, for one year, OO.To Clergymen, of ail denominations, in advance, OO.In all places where there arc no News’ Agents, clubs of five or more will be fur

nished at a reduced rate.Subscriptions may be remitted by mail at the risk of the Publisher—the attention 
of the Postmaster being called to the mailing of the letter.Persons wishing to have The Century left at their residence or place of business, in NEW YORK or BROOKLYN, will please leave their address at the Office, 37 Park- 
Row, or send it through the Post Office. The Carriers will collect the subscriptions 
monthly at the rate of FIVE CENTS a copy.Bills of all specie paying Banks in the United States or Canada received at par. 
Address

THOMAS M’ELRATH,
No. 37 Park Row, New York.



CONDENSED TIME TABLE.

LAKE SHORE & MICHIGAN SOUTHERN RAILROAD LINE.
ADOPTED JAN. 3, 1859.

Trains do not Stop at /Stations designated by a Star—thus*

WESTWARD TRAINS.

D
is. from

 
Buffalo.

STATIONS.

0 D
is. from

1 
Chicago.

EASTWARD TRAINS.

Western
Exp. Mail.

Accommodation Chicago 
Night Ex.

Accommodation 
Trains.

I New York 
Express.

Buffalo 
Night Ex.and Erng’t.

11 30 L M. 4 00 P.M. 2 40 A. M. — Depart. .BUFFALO......... Arrive
....“.........IS Mile Creek.....................
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....“....... Girard...................................
435 10 10 ‘‘ 12 55 “ 4 30 ‘‘

4 16 Cl 10 20 ll 7 39 “ 108 430 8 50 “ 12 ‘20 ‘4 3 51 “
4 29 u 10 45 44 *7 51 “ 115 ....“......... Springfield........................... 422 8 19 “ *12 07 A. M. 3 35 ‘‘
4 47 u 11 52 “ g 

A. M.
44 n.

S 09 “ 123 ....“......... Conneaut.............................. 415 © 7 51 ‘‘ 11 5-2 ‘‘ 3 18 “
5 04 ll 12 80 S 26 “ 129 ....“........Kingsville............................. 409 'S 7 21 -4 *11 36 ‘4 2 59 “
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* 5 80 <1 1 52
2 14 
2 30 
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JO P. M

11 01 ‘4 7 12 *3 54 “ 526 ....‘‘........ Ainsworth............................
1140 A. M. 7 50 P. M. 4 30 A. M. MS Arrive. .Chicago...............Depart —

WESTWARD TRAINS.
11 40 A. M. - - Leaves Daily, except Sunday
4 00 P. M. - - - “ “ “
2 40 A. M. - ‘ “ Monday

Trains between Buffalo and Erie, are run by “Buffalo Time,” 
between Toledo and Chicago, by “ Chicago Time.”

EASTWARD
5 50 A. M. -
6 45 A. M.
S 06 P. M. -

TRAINS.
Daily, except Sunday 

U <4 44

- “ “ Saturda
between Erie and Toledo, by “ Columbus Time, and 

Respectfully Yours,
WILLIAM R. BARR,

GENERAL AQENJ.



SPIRITUAL AND REFORM PUBLICATIONS.
The subscriber keeps constantly on hand a full supply of works on Spiritualism and Reform, including those of the best thinkers of the age. He is also publishing, lrom time to time, in pamphlet and other forms, the writings and sayings of Spiritual Mediums, Lecturers, &c.
Single copies of books or pamphlets, and catalogues, sent to any direction. Postage free. A liberal discount will be made to wholesale dealers.

S. T. MUNSON,
No. 5 Great Jones Street, N. F.

S. T. MUNSON
Is agent for, and will receive subscriptions for the following Papers and Magazines :

PERIODICALS.
TIFFANY’S MONTHLY - - - - - $2 00
THE SPIRITUAL TELEGRAPH, weekly - - 2 00
THE SPIRITUAL AGE, weekly - - - 2 00
THE BANNER OF LIGHT, weekly - - - 2 00
THE PRINCIPLE, monthly - - _ _ 0 50

HOFFMAN & CO.
Practical. DrangMsm.en.?, Engravers

ON WOOD AND STEEL,

No. 452 BROADWAY, Second Floor, Bank of Albany, N. Y.

Checks, Notes, Drafts, Certificates, Business, Visiting, Wedding Cards, Show 
Cards, Portraits, Views of Cities and Hotels, Landscapes, Maps, &c.

THE SABBATH SCHOOL BELL.
A New Collection of choice Hymns and Tunes, original and standard, carefully 

and sun ply arranged as Solos, Duetts, Trios, Semi-Choruses and Choruses, and for organ, melodeon or piano. This Book contains nearly two hundred hymns and tunes, 
and is one of the best collections for Sabbath Schools ever issued. Among the large number of new and popular tunes may be found—“Kind Words can never Die,” 
„Shining Shore,” “I was a Wandering Sheep,” “Beautiful Zion,” &c. Price 12 cents, or $8 per hundred. Elegantly bound, 20 cents single; $15 per hundred. Just 
published by

HORACE WATERS,333 Broadway, N\ Y.

INTE-W nSZETTSIO.
“I’m with Thee Still;” Ballad; words by Mrs. A. M. Edmonds—first published 

in The Nolker's Journal—music by Augustus Cull, “The Wilds of the West,” “Kind 
Words can never Die,” “The Angels Told me So,” “Give Me Back My Mountain 
Home,” “Thoughts of God,” and “Ode to Liberty.” Price 25 cents each, mailed free. 
Just issued by

HORACE WATERS, Agent, 333 Broadway, N. Y.

POPULAR TPVSTEi’U'IVrEINrT-ZVlL 2M2TTSICJ-
“The Piccolomini Polka," with beautiful vignette of M’lle Piccolomini. Price 35 cents. “Palace Garden, or Singing-Bird Polka,” with vignette. Price 40_ cents. 

Both by Thomas Baker. “The Swinging Schottische,” with vignette. Price 35 cents. 
And the “Very Last Varsovienne.” Price 25 cents. Both by Augustus Cull. Beau
tiful vignettes of M’lle Piccolomini, for 25 cents each.



1859.] WINTER ARRANGEMENT. [1859.

K-A_ILTï.O>kD LINE!

Forming a Direct 'and Expeditious Route from
Niagara Falls, Buffalo and Dunkirk to Cleveland—Columbus 

—Cincinnati — Toledo — Chicago—Milwaukee—Galena— 
Rock Island—Burlington—Dubuque—St. Paul—Madison— 
Cairo—St. Louis, and all Points in the West and South-West.

Until further notice, Trains will leave Buffalo, from Exchange Street Depot, as follows:
11-30 A. M. WESTERN EXPRESS MAIL. Daily, Except Sunday.

Arrives at DUNKIRK 1-40 P. M., [Dine,] ERIE 3-45 P.M., CLEVELAND 1-30 P.M. [Supper,] TOLEDO (via Clyde) 12-30 A. M., CHICAGO 11-40 A.M., connecting with trains at Chicago for the West, North and South.
4-00 P. M. ACCOMMODATION AND EMIGRANT. Daily, Except Sunday.

Arrives at DUNKIRK 6 25 P. M., [Supper,] ERIE 9 00 P. M., CLEVELAND 5 45 A. M., TOLEDO 3 15 P. M., connecting with Night Mail Train leaving TOLEDO at 12 50 A. M.
2-40 A. M. NIGHT EXPRESS. Daily, Except Monday.

Arrives at DUNKIRK 4 40 A. M., ERIE 6 50 A. M., [Breakfast,] CLEVELAND 11 00 A. M., [Dine,] TOLEDO 4 38 P. M., CHICAGO 4 30 A. M., connecting with morning trains from Chicago by all the various lines.
The above Trains connect at

CLEVELAND FOR COLUMBUS, SPRINGFIELD, DAYTON, INDIAN
APOLIS, CINCINNATI,

And all Points South, Leaving Cleveland as follows:
Via COLUMBUS, at - - - 11 30 A. M. & 8 10 P. M.
Via CLYDE & DRAYTON, - - 11 40 A. M. & 8 00 P. M.

Accommodation Train leaves CLEVELAND for SANDUSKY at 4 30 P. M. 
Returning leaves SANDUSKY 7 00 A. M., and arrives in CLEVELAND 11 16 A.M., 
connecting with the Mail Train for the East.________ '

Connections are also made at Toledo with the
Toledo, Wabash and Western Railroad for Fort Wayne—

Wabash—Peru—Logansport—La Fayette—Dan
ville—Springfild and St. Louis,

LEAVING TOLEDO AT 1 15 A. M. & 9 00 P. M.

BAGGAGE CHECKED THROUGH to Cincinnati, Toledo, Chicago, St. 
Louis, Milwaukee and all principal points West and South.

THROUGH TICKETS BY THIS ROUTE can be obtained at all the prin
cipal Ticket Offices in the United States, and in Buffalo, at the Company’s Ticket Office, Exchange Street Depot. Also, at the General Union Ticket Office, 17 Ex
change Street.

WILLIAM R. BARR,
GENERAL AGENT, BUFFALO.Buffato, Jan. 3d, 1859.



MICHIGAN SOUTHERN
AND

TSTOZRTTZEETÂT USTJDI^lSr^ RAILROAD.

WINTER ARRANGEMENTS.
On and after Sunday, December 26th, 1858, and until further notice, Trains will run as follows:— *

TRAINS WESTWARD.
LEAVES— 'Jb Chicago Ex.

Passenger.
Mail and 
Accom.

Tel. Express 
and Pas. Way Freight.

Toledo......................... 4 45 P. 11 8 00 A. M. 12 50 A. M. 8 30 AM.Sylvania....................... 5 12 8 29 9 30Adrian......................... 6 12 9 30 11 30Hudson........................ 7 03 10 22 1 46 P.M.Hillsdale...................... 7 50 11 07 3 20Jonesville..................... 8 04 11 19 3 45Allens......................... 8 24 11 39 4 30Quincy......................... 8 38 11 51 4 55
Coldwater................................ 8 58 12 01 P.M. 5 30Bronson........................ 9 29 12 43 6 30Burr Oak..................... 9 48 1 02 7 30
Sturgis......................... 10 05 1 21 7 45
White Pigeon................. 10 35 1 55 8 50Middlebury.................... 11 08 2 25 • • • •Bristol......................... 11 24 2 41j Elkhart........................ 11 55 3 05 7 00South Bend.................... 12 43 a.m. 3 50 7 42Carlisle......................... 1 16 4 24 8 17Laporte........................ 1 55 5 05 9 07Calumet........................ 2 41 5 54 9 52Chicago................. arrives 4 30 7 50 11 45 lì 1Ó

TRAINS EASTWARD.

JOHN CAMPBETA, Superintendent



ENVELOPES FOR THE MILLION, &c.
AND WHAT IS BETTER,

M Serial Envelope filled with the best .Moral & Religious Instruction.
nEZRXÆZNT <Sc JOISTES3( 

No. 134 William street, new iork,
Are Manufacturers of Envelopes of every variety, quality, etc., to suit customers. They 
publish a new and instructive kind. The inside of the Envelope is filled with the 
choicest reading matter—containing much valuable information. Food for the mind— 
incentives to thought. When the letter is removed, the Envelope remains a fountain 
of knowledge, dispensing its blessings freely. Who will not buy their Envelopes of 
Berlin & Jones, and help to circulate knowledge among the people ? Remember

BERLIN & JONES,
4 ■' I J'.' ’«

184 William Street, New York.

THE BANNER OF LIGHT.
Contains Weekly reports of Beecher’s and Chapin’s Sunday Morning Discourses; 

Lectures and doings of Mediums, and a variety of interesting literary matter, includ
ing reports of the Conversational Meetings, of a philosophical character, of the highest 
importance to the practical Mechanic and Farmer. These meetings are conducted by 
Professor J. J. MapeS, whose practical knowledge as a chemist, has been of incalcu
lable service. This Paper is published by Colby, Foster & Co., 3 1-2 Brattle Street, 
Boston, Mass. New York office, 5 Great Jones Street.

Subscriptions ($5 per year, or in clubs of four and upwards, $ J, 50,) received by
S. T. MUNSON, .

5 Great Jones Street, N. Y.
----------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------i-------------------------------------- r-V • -n -I--------—’--------------------------------

HORACE WATERS, Agent, 333 BROADWAY, N. Y,
PUBLISHER OF

wtofe tw .ilW .
Dealer in Pianos, Melodeons, Alexandre Organs, Organ Accordéons, Martin's 

celebrated and other Guitars, Violins, Tenor Viols, Violincellos, Ac
cordéons, Flutinas, Flutes, Fifes, Clarionetts, Triangles,

Tuning Forks, Pipes and Hammers, Violin Bows, 
best Italian Strings, Brass Instruments for 

bands, Piano Stools, and Covers,
and all KINDS of musical instruments.

Sheet Music, from all the publishers in the U. S. ; Bertini’s, Huntin’s and Mo-* 
dern School, and all kinds of Instruction Books for the above instruments; Church , 
Music Books; Music,elegantly Bound; Music Paper, and all kinds of Music Mer
chandise, at the lowest prices.

New Pianos, at $175, $200, $225, $250, and upto $800; Second hand Pianos 
from $25 up to $160; New Melodeons, $45, $60, $75, $100 and up to $200; Second 
hand Melodeons, from $30 to $80; Alexandre. Organs, with five stops, $160, nine 
stops, $185 and $225, thirteen stops, $250, $275 and $300, fifteen stops, $3^0 and' 
$375’; Alexandre Organ Accordéons—a new instrument just imported—price $30 
and $35. A liberal discount to Clergymen, Churches, Sabbath Schools, Seminaries 
and'Teachers. 'The Trade supplied at the usual trade discounts. Pianos and Melo
deons for Rent, and rent allowed if purchased within a specified time. Monthly pay
ments received towards the purchase of Pianos, Melodeons and Organs.



VFANY’S MONTHLY
FOB 185©.

We shall continue the publication of our Monthly. We shall enlarge its size and
diversify its contents. We shall continue to investigate the phenomena and philoso
phy of mind in the physical, intellectual, moral and religious planes thereof. We shall 
continue to urge as a necessity that a higher moral and religious standard be taken 
by all Spiritualists and Christians. We ask the earnest co-operation of all who desire 
to sustain a liberal and spiritual Christianity.

Single Subscription per annum, 
Five copies for........... ,

Cl

44

<4

Ten “
Twenty 
Single

Office No. 6 Fourth Avenue, N. Y.

$2
8

12
20

00
00
00
00
18

JOEL TIFFANY, Editor and Proprietor.
All Publications, Books, &c. in the city, can be obtained by addressing our office.

WILLIAM B. TILTON’S
PATENT GUITARS AND VIOLINS

Pg AT 62 WHITE STREET, NEW YORK.
n This improvement succeeds in entirely freeing the Sound Board from all strain what- 

'T ever caused by the tension of the strings, and fully realizing the object which the old 
improvement accomplished only in part. The manufacturing of these Guitars, and 
improving of Violins, are under the entire supervision of the Patentee, and made of 
the best materials, warranted to be superior in quantity and quality of tone as well as 
workmanship, and to stand any climate, or they can be returned, and the money 
promptly refunded.

PRICE LIST OF GTJIT-AJRS-
No. 1—Fine Rosewood, with Machine head, oval finger-board, good case.... $15

2— Ditto.....................  . .ditto....... . ............ ditto..........with case.
3— Ditto...........................ditto............. ........ ditto. .■..........ditto ...
4— Ditto...........................ditto......................ditto..............ditto ...
5— Ditto...........................ditto.......................ditto, .very handsome, do.
6— Ditto...........................ditto........... silver-plated, oval finger-board, a

beautiful Instrument, with case.....................................................

20
25
30
35

40

00
00
00
00
00

00

I

• • V

IMPROVED VIOLINS.
From Twelve to Fifty Dollars—finger-board warranted not to settle.

Guitars and Violins improved or repaired at the shortest notice, and a liberal dis
count made to the trade.
Every one interested in Music or Musical Instruments, ptease caU at No. 62 White 

Street, before purchasing elsewhere, and examine for themselves.

---------


