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arrears due to him throughont the principality, amounting to no less a sum
than £185253 10s.; and in 1885 he similarly cancelled a large proportion of
the rents due to him, amounting to £53,079 12s. When asked, as a pious
.Hindoo, to subscribe to the Benares drainage works, he put down a contribu-
tion of a lakh of rupees (10,000.)” . . L

The gift which he has promised the Theosophical Society, and to which his
name will be attached, has the double of value being spontaneously offered as
a mark of his good opinion of the work of the Society is doing. ~“I can sec
on every hand,” he said to the President in the year 1885, * the beneficial
effects the Society is having upon the people of India: {ou need help; put
me down for Rs. 1,000 a year.” The annual payments for that and the succeed-
ing two years have been paid, and appear in the published accounts of the
Society. “His present munificent subscription of Rs. 25,000 is, as explained
in his telegram, (read to the late Convention) to take the place of the annual
gift and secure it in perpetuity. Any Society which can have such names
as his upon the roll of its General Council, is indeed fortunate. Iie is a
Hindu Prince in heart as well as in rank. Of such men, Dryden said—

¢ His tribe were God Almighty’s gentlemen.’” .-
e ‘ R : s ©' H. 8. 0.

" CREEDS AND CRIMINALITY. .

The following cutting from the Tablet, the leading English Roman Catholic
organ, (?) is very suggestive and might be. reprinted with advantage in all
misgionary reports :

“The official statement as to the moral and material progress of India, which
has recently been published, supplies a very interesting contribution to the
controversy on the missionary question. It appears from these figurcs that
while we effect a very marked moral deterioration in the natives by convert-
ing them to our creed, their natural standard of morality is so high that,
however much we christianise them,  we cannot succced in making them
altogether as bad as ourselves. The figures representing the proportions of
criminality in the several classes are as follows:—Europcans, 1 in 274;
Furasians, 1 in 509 ; Native Christians, 1 in 799; Mahomedans, 1 in 856;
Hindoos, 1 in 1,361 ; and Buddhists, 1 in 3,787. The last item is a magnificent
tribute to the exalted purity of Buddhism, but the statistics are instructive
throughout, and enforce with resistless power the conclusion that, as a mere
matter of social polity, we should do much better if we devoted our super-
fluous cash and zeal for & generation or two to the ethical improvement of our
own countrymen, instead of trying to npset the morality, together with the
theology, of people who might reasonably send out missions to convert us.”

MR. STURDY.: '

" Our valued Brother, Mr. E. T. Sturdy of New Zecaland, has reached Saﬁ
Francisco on his tour around the world.” His observations upon the progress
of Theosophy in the United States are most cheering. -
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THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH.

[Family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares.)

ELEMENTARY OCCULTISM.

UR learned brother Papus, of the Isis (French) Branch of the
Theosophical Society, has just published an * Elementary
Treatise of Occult Science,””* intended to show that occult science
is composed ‘“ of a body of doctrines with well established foun- "
dations,” and that it is not * the collection of vague reveries which
people imagine its name implies.” This work seems, in a small °
compass, to give an excellent general idea of what is meant by
occult science, and as we know of no single book that answers the = .
purpose quite so well, we propose to offer our readers a translation
of part, at least, of this work, inserting a few notes from time to
time.

I :

At the present day there is perhaps too great a tendency to con-
found science with the sciences. The latter are as variable,
according to the caprice of men, as the former is immutable in its
principles ; what was scientific a century ago, in physics for
instance, has now nearly passed into the domain of fable,t for learn-
ing about special subjects constitutes the domain of the sciences,—
a domain whose rulers, I repeat, are changing every instant. -

No one is ignorant that these special subjects are just those
towards which the study of modern savants is directed, so much
so that we apply to science the real progress accomplished in a
number of special branches, The fault of this conception appears,
however, when we try to bind all together, to really constitute
science a synthesis, the total expression of eternal Truth. ‘

* Traité Elémentaire de Scienco Occulte. Paris: G. Carré, 1868. Price 3fr. 50,
+ Phlogiston for instance,
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This idea of a synthesis embracing within a few immutable

laws the enormous mass of knowledge of detail accumulated in a
couple of centuries, appears, to the seekers of our time, to become
lost in a future so remote, that each only hopes his descendants
mav see its rise on the horizon of human knowledge.

We shall seem very bold when we affirm that this synthesis has
existed, that its laws are so true as to be exactly applicable to
modern discoveries, theoretically speaking, and that the Egyptian
initiates, the contemporaries of Moses and Orpheus, possessed it in
its entirety.

To Egype let us add India, whose initiates claim that this synthesis, when
expressed in words, may be formulated into a few general conceptions and
propositions, the whole of which might be included in a couple of printed
pages.

To say that science existed in antiquity, is to pass, among most
serious persons, for a sophist or a fool, yet I am going to try to
prove my parodoxical claim, and I beg the attention of those who
contradict me.

In the first place, I shall be asked, Where are we to find any
traces of this pretended antigue science ? What branches of know-
ledge did it include ? What practical discoveries has it produced ?

How did they learn this pretended synthesis of which you speak ?

All things considered, it is not the material that is lacking for
the reconstruction of this ancient science. The relics of old monu-
ments, symbols, hieroglyphics, different rites and initiations, and
manuscripts, are there in crowds to aid our investigations.

But some cannot be deciphered without a key which few care to
possess, the antiquity of others (rites and manuscripts) is far from
being admitted by contemporary savants, who consider that they
date back, at farthest, but to the Alexandrian School.

In India, living tradition and the feats of many a yogi and fakir, still keep up

a vague, universal conviction, that there ¢s such a thing as occult science.

Few are the Hindus who have not themselves, or through their relations and
immediate friends, had some experiences that seem to transcend ordinary
explanation.

We must then seek some more solid bases, and we shall find
them in the works of authors much anterior to the Alexandrian
School—Pythagoras, Plato, Aristotle, Pliny, Titus-Livius, etc. etc.
This time there will be no dispute about the antiquity of the texts.

It has been indeed no easy matter to seek out this antique
science piece by piece in ancient authors, and we owe all gratitude
to those who have undertaken and succeeded in this colossal work.

Among the most estimable we must cite Dutens,* Fabre d’Oli-
vet,T Saint-Yves d’Alveydre.t

Let us open the book of Dutens and see the effects produced by
antique science; let us read Fabre d’Olivet and Saint-Yves
d’Alveydre and penetrate into the temples whence radiates a civi-
lisation, the productions of which would astonish the moderns
who pretend to be civilised.

* Dutens. Origine des Découvertes attrib. auz Modernes, 1825, 2 vol. in-8, .
t Fa})re UOlivet. Vers Dores de Pythagore. Histoire philosophique de I’humanités
% Saiot-Yves d’Alveydre. ission des Juifs, ch. iv.
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Sanskrit literature is, however, the greatest treasure-house of occult sci-
ence. But just because the old Rishis went more deeply into the absolute
basis of things than any others, their writings are harder to be understood.
Thousands of volumes on occult science by later writers await intelligent

-examination, but they are mostly mystical writings written for mystics. Here

we are confronted not only with the difficulty of interpretation, but with the
colossal mass of available material.

In this chapter I can only glance at these authors, and they must
themselves be consulted to verify the affirmations I shall produce,
and for which they supply the needful proofs.

In astronomy the ancients knew that the earth moved round the
sun,* the theory of the plurality of the worlds,t of universal attrac-
tion, of tides produced by lunar attraction,§ of the constitution of
the milky way, and especially the law re-discovered by Newton. In
this connection, I cannot resist the pleasure of citing two very
significant passages taken from Dutens. The one, on universal
attraction, is from Plutarch, the other, on the law of squares, is
from Pythagoras:

“ Plutarch, who was acquainted with almost all the brilliant
truths of astronomy, also recognised the reciprocal force which
makes the planets gravitate one on another, and, after having
undertaken to explain the reason of the tendency of terrestrial bodies
towards the earth, he seeks its origin in a reciprocal attraction
between all bodies which is the reason that the earth causes terres-

-trial bodies to gravitate towards itself, just as the sun and moon

cause to gravitate to their bodies all the parts belonging to them,
and, by an attractive force, retain them in their particular sphere.
He afterwards applies these special phenomena to other more
general ones, and, from what happens in our globe, he deduces, by
applying the same principle, all that ought to take place in the
celestial bodies respectively to each in particular, and afterwards
considers them in the relation they ought to bear, according to this
principle, to one another.

«“ He speaks again, in another place, of this inherent force in
bodies ; that is to say, in the earth and the other planetary bodies,
which draws towards them all bodies subordinate to them.”q

« A musical string, says Pythagoras, gives the same sounds as
another string whose length is double, when the tension, or the
force with which the latter is stretched, is quadruple; and the
gravity of oue planet is quadruple the gravity of another which is
at a double distance. In general, that a musical string may be
brought into unison with a §horter string of the same kind, its
tension ought to be increased in the same proportion as the square
of its length is greater, and, that the gravity of one planet may
become equal to that of another planet nearer to the sun, it ought
to be increased in proportion as the square of its distance from the
sun is greater. If then we suppose musical strings stretched from
the sun to each planet, that these strings may be brought into

* Datens, ch, ix.
+ Id. ch. vii.
+ Id. ch. vi.
§ Td- ch. xv.
T Dutens, I, p. 160, De fucic in orbe lunce (Plutarch),
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- unison, we must increase or diminish their tension in the same

proportions which would be necessary to'make the gra.viti'es of the
planets equal. It is from the similarity of these relations that
Pythagoras deduced his doctrine of the harmony of the spheres.”’*

“These are general discoveries which the force of mind might
have sufficed to attain ; but can we show, among the ancients,
experimental discoveries, the glories of the nineteenth century and
the proofs of the progress which draws us on ?

Since we are speaking of astronomy, consult Aristotle, Archi-
medes, Ovid, and especially Strabo, cited by Dutens,t and you will
find the telescope, concave mirrors,{ magnifying glasses serving
for microscopes,§ the refraction of light, the discovery of the iso-
chronism of the vibrations of the pendulum, etc.

You will be doubtless astonished to see that these instruments,
commonly believed to be so modern, were known by the ancients ;
but this at least you will admit.

I have not yet mentioned the most important questions :

‘Where are steam, electricity, photography and all our chemistry,
in ancient science ?

Agathias lived in the sixth century of our era. At that epoch
he wrote a book which was reprinted in 1660. At pages 150 and
151 of his book, you will find a complete description of the man-
ner in which Anthemius of Tralla used steam as a motive power in
order to remove a whole roof. All is there : the way to place the
water, to stop up the outlets to produce steam at high pressure, to

manage the fire, etc., etec.

Saint-Yves d’Alveydre also cites the fact in his work,** wherein
he shows us that the science was known long before this epoch.

Our electricians would look very small before the Egyptian
priests and their initiates (Greek and Roman) who handled  light-
ning as we employ heat and made it descend and fall it at will.
Saint-Yves shows us the working of this secret, which constituted
one of the most occult practices of the sanctuary.

What then would they say to the use of such weapons as those described

in the article “ An ancient weapon,” which appeared in tie November number

of this journal? Fancy the effect of a power that could use a hundred-ton
gun like a repeating-rifle with a limitless magazine!

“In the Histoire Ecclésiastique de Sozoméne (Liv. IX, ch. vi.) we
see the sacerdotal corporation of the Etruscans defending the town
of Narnia, which was not taken against Alaric.”’iT

Titus Livius (Book I, ch. xxxi.) and Pliny (Hist. Nat. Book 11, ch.
1, iii, and Book XXVIII, ch.iv.), describe the death of Tullins Host-
lius trying to evoke the electric force according to the rites of a

manuscript of Numa, and dying from the shock through inability
to repel the return current. '

* Dutens, pp, 167—168, Loi du Carré des distances (Pythagoras),
+ Chap. x.
I Chap. viii. t. IT.
§ Chap. ix. t. II.
".;' Chap. vi, t. II.
oo Azathins. De rebus justinis, Paris, 1660, in fol.
Chap. iv,
H Miss, des Juifs, ch. iv.
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It is known that most of the mysteries among the Egyptian
priests, were but the veil wherewith they covered the sciences, and
that, to be initiated into their mysteries, was to be mstrpcted in
the sciences which they cultivated. For this reason J upiter was
called by the name of Elicius or the electric Jupiter, being con-

- gidered as personified lightning, allowing himself to be drawn to

the earth by the virtue of certain mysterious practices and for-
mulas ; for Jupiter Elicius merely means dJupiter susceptible oﬁ
attraction, Elicius being derived, according to Ovid and Varro,*
from the verb elicere.
ici upiter unde minores.
Ellifllcu;fuf;ig ::’cé{el?;;nt, Eliicumque vocant.—(Ovid, Fast. Book III, 'v.
327,328.
s this clear enough ? :
IThe fourth chaptegr of the Mission des Juifs tells us moreover that:
¢ The manuscript of Panselenus, a monk of Aphos, reveals, from
ancient Ionian authors, the application of chemistry to photogra-
phy. This fact has been brought to light with respect to the pro-

_cess of Niepce and Daguerre. The dark room, the optical apparatus,

and making metal plates sensitive, are described at length.” ‘

As to the chemistry of the ancients, I have strong reason to
believe, from my slight acquaintance with alchemy, that it was,
theoretically and practically, much superior to modern chemistry.
But as we must cite facts and not opinions, listen again to Dutens

. . II). o

(CE 'gllxze[’ :.nci()ant Egyptians were a:cquainted with the process of
metal working, gilding, dyeing silk in colours, glass-making, arti-
ficial egg-hatching, extracting medicinal oils from plants and pre-
paring opium, making beer, cane sugar, which they called reed
honey, and many unguents; they knew how to distil and were
acquainted with alkalis and acids.” ) )

“In Plutarch (Life of Alexander, ch. XXIX), in Herodotos, in
Seneca, (Natural Questions, Book III1, ch. xgv), in Quintus Curtius
(Book X, last chapter), in Pliny (Natural History, Book XXX, ch.
xvi), in Pausanias (Arcad., ch. xxv) we find our acids, our bases,
our salts, alcohol, ether, in a word, the qnmlsta.keable traces of an
organic and inorganic chemistry, of which t}}ese authors no longer
possessed, or would not deliver up, the key.”

Such is the opinion of Saint-Yves supporting that of Dutens.

But one question still remains—that of guns and gunpowder.

“ Porphyry, in his book on the Administration of the Empire,
describes the artillery of Counstantine Porphyrogenetes.

“Valerianus, in his Life of Alexander; shows us the bronze
cannon of the Indians. .

¢« In Ctesias we find the famous Greek fire, a,mlxtpre off saltpetre,
sulphur, and a hydrocarbon employed‘long.before Ninus in Chaldea,
in Iran, in India under the name of fire of Bharawa. This name,
which alludes to the sacerdos of the red race, the first legislator of
‘the black race of India, itself denotes an immense antiquity.

We should like more particulars about this red sacerdos.

# Dutens, t, I, p. 273,
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¢« Herodotus, Justin and Pausanias speak of mines which swal-
lowed up under a rain of stones and projectiles and flame, the
Persians and the Gauls who were invading Delphi.

“Servius, Valerius Flaccus, Julius Africanus, and Marcus
lGl.gecus;, de§cribehgunpowder according to ancient traditions; the
ast even gives the proportions used at the pres g int-
Yves d’Aloveydre). PrOP present day.” (Saint

In another branch of knowledge we see the pretended modern
medical discoveries, among others the circulation of the blood
anthropology and general biology, perfectly well known by the
ancients,* especially by Hippocrates.

We may indeed admit what you advance, it will be said, for in
each of our new discoveries there will be always found some one
to show that some old author spoke more or less about it ; but has
there been any experiment that we no longer possess, any physical
or chemical phenomenon, the production of which would be impos-
sible for us?

There,again, there are a crowd of thingsto quote; butto weary you
no longer, I will only name Democritus and his discoveries, lost for
us; among others the artificial production of precious stones ; the
Egyptian discovery of the art of making glass malleable, that of
preserving mummies, of painting in an indelible manner by soaking
canvas worked over with different varnishes in a single solution
whence it came out covered with varied colours, without mentionino,'
the products employed by the Romans in their architecture, °

Why is all this so little known ?

. Perhaps, because of the habit among historical authors of copy;
Ing one another without troubling themselves with works foreign
to the question that interests them ; perhaps because of the public
habit of believing only its journals which believe only in Ency-
clopzdias made God knows how ; perhaps...but what is the use of
wasting time looking for causes the knowledge of which would not
lead us any further ?

The facts exist, and that is enough for us, the science of antiquity
has given multiplied proofs of its existence, and either they must
be believed or human testimony must be denied for ever.

We must now enquire whence this science was learned, and for
that purpose tke Mission des Juifs will be useful (page 79) ;

“ Elementary education and i i i i
givthby on fgmily. d instruction were, after Callipedy,

“This was religiously constituted according to t i
ancient cult of ancestors and sexes at the hearth a,lei 11'111{:3?: of)tg;g
sciences which it is useless to mention here. ’ d

“ Professional education and instructio i
' . n were given by what the
?l?mer'lt Italians call the gens and the Chinese the Jin, inSa: word, by
he fgz‘llbe m the ancient and little known sense of this expressic;n.
V.ore complete studies, analogous to our secondary instruction,

were the lot of -
Tooner mys(t)e rci'ést’:he adult, the work of the temples, and were called

® Dutens, t. I, ch, i ; Saint. Yves, ch, iv.
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¢ Those who had acquired, sometimes after long years, the know-
ledge of nature and man from the lesser mysteries, took the title of
Son of the Woman, Hero, and Son of Man, and possessed certain
social powers, such as therapeutics in all its branches, mediation
with the ruling powers, arbitration, etc., etec.......

“The greater mysteries completed this instruction by another
hierarchy of sciences and arts, the possession of which gave the
initiate the title of Son of the Gods, or Son of God, according to
whether the temple was or was not metropolitan, and, besides, cer-
tain social powers called sacerdotal and royal.”

Thus it was in the temple that was confined this science whose
existence we have first sought and which we are now about to
examine more closely. We have arrived at these mysteries about
which so many speak and so few know anything.

But, in order to be admitted to undergo these initiations, was
one obliged to belong to a special class, was one part of the nation
forced to bow in an ignorance exploited by initiates recruited from
a close caste ?

By no means : every man, of whatever rank he might be, might
present himself for initiation, and, as my simple affirmation might
not alone suffice for some, I refer to the work of Saint-Yves for
the general development, and I quote an author well versed in all
these questions, Fabre d’Olivet, to elucidate this particular point.

“The antique religions, especially that of Egypt, were full of

mysteries. A multitude of images and symbols composed the tis-
sue: admirable tissue! sacred work of an uninterrupted succes-
sion of divine men, who, reading turn by turn, both in the book of
Nature and in that of Divinity, translated the ineffable into human
language. Those whose stupid gaze, fixed on the images, on the
symbols, on the holy allegories, saw nothing beyond them, were
sunk, it is true, in ignorance ; but their ignorance was voluntary.
As soon as they wished to quit it, they had only to speak. All the
sanctuaries were open to them; and if they had the necessary
firmness and virtue, nothing prevented their marching from
knowledge to knowledge, from revelation to revelation, up to the
most sublime discoveries. They could, living and human, and
according to the force of their will, descend to the region of the
dead, raise themselves up to the gods, and penetrate everything
in elementary nature. For religion included all these things ; and
none of the things that composed religion was unknown to the
sovereign pontiff. That of the famous Egyptian Thebes, for
instance, only arrived at the culminating point of this sacred
doctrine, after having passed through all the inferior grades, after
having successively drained the draught of science presented at
each grade and having shown himself worthy to arrive at the
highest........ .

% They did not multiply the mysteries because the mysteries
were something real ; they did not profane the knowledge of Divi-
nity, because that knowledge existed ; and to preserve the truth
for many they did not give it vainly to all.”*

* Fabre d’Olivet, La Langue Hebraique restituée, p. 7, 2nd, vole
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What then was the antiquity of these mysteries ?
What was their origin ?

We find them at the base of all the ancient civilizations, to what-
ever race they belong.

For Egypt alone, whose initiation has formed the greatest men
among the Hebrews, Greeks and Romans, we can go back more
than ten thousand years, which shows us how false are the classi-
cal chronologies.

Here are the proofs of this assertion.

“ Do you speak of Egypt 7*

« Plato, initiated into its Mysteries, may well tell us that ten
thousand years before Menes there existed a complete civilization,
the proofs of which he had before his eyes ;

“Herodotus may well affirm the same fact, adding, when refer-
ence is made to Osiris (god of the ancient synthesis and of the
ancient universal alliance), that excellent oaths sealed his lips and
he trembles to utter a word ;

“ Diodorus may well certify that he knows from the priests of
Egypt that, long before Menes, they have the proofs of a complete
social state that had lasted eighteen thousand years up to Horus;

“ Manetho, the Egyptian priest, may indeed trace, starting from
Menes only, a consecutive chronology, taking us back six thou-
sand eight hundred and eighty three years before the present
year : o
“ He may tell us that before that sovereign Indian Viceroy many
immense cycles of civilization had succeeded one another on the
earth and in Egypt itself ;

¢ All this august testimony, to which we may add that of Bero-
sus, and of all the libraries of India, of Tibet and of China, are
null and void before the miserable spirit of sectarianism and obscu-
rantism which takes the mask of Theology.”

At this stage of our enquiry, let us take a bird’s-eye view of the
points we have raised, and examine the conclusions we are justi-
fied in forming. '

In the first place, we have determined the existence, in ancient
times, of a science that was as powerful as our own in its effects,
and we have shown that the ignorance of the moderns with regard
to it arose from the nonchalance with which they approached the
study of the ancients.

We have next seen that this science was confined in the temples,
centres of high instruction and civilization.

_ Lastly, we have learned that mo-one was excluded from this
1mt1mtion, the origin of which is lost in the night of primitive
cycles. :

_ Three kinds of trials were placed at the beginning of all instruc-
tion: physical, moral, and intellectual trials. Jamblichus, Por-
phyry, and Apuleius among the ancients, Lenoir,t Christian} and

elaage$ among the moderns, describe at length these trials on

; izill‘;t:;:e; d’Alveydre, Mission des Juifs, p. 95.
sedaconner: , sa ver i Tt g
I Histoire de la an;:;c({ggg.';c & sa ver itable oryine (1814).

La Scicnee dy frai (Dentu, 1884),

1888.] ELEMENTARY OCCULTISAL 333

which I shall not now dwell. What is evident from all this is,
that before all things the science was hidden science.
Even a superficial study of the scientific writings left us by the

" ancients enables as to affirm that if their knowledge attained the

production of similar effects to ours, it yet differed greatly as to
method and theory.

In order to know what was taught in the temples, we must look
for the remains of this instruction in the materialy we possess,
and which have, in great part, been handed down to us by the
alchemists. We shall not trouble ourselves about the more or
less apochryphal origin (according to modern savants) of these
writings. They exist and that ought to be enough for us. If we
can manage to discover a method that will at once explain both
the symbolical language of the alchemists and the ancient sym-
bolical histories of the Golden Fleece, the Trojan War and the
Sphinx, we shall be able to boldly affirm that we-have got hold of a
portion of the ancient science. '

Let us first glance at the way in which the moderns treat a
natural phenomenon, that we may be the better able to appreciate
the contrary method of antiquity.

What would you say of a man who would describe a book in

" this fashion :

«The book you have given me to examine is placed on a shelf

. two metres and forty-nine centimetres distant from the table at

which I sit, it weighs forty-five grammes eight decigrammes, it 1s
formed of one hundred and forty-two small leaves of paper on
which are impressed one hundred and eighteen thousand two
hundred and eighty printed characters which have consumed, three
hundred and ninety grammes of black ink.” ,

"This is the experimental description of the phenomenon.

If this instance shocks you, open the books of modern science

~ and see if it does not exactly correspond, as to method, with the

astronomer’s description of the sun or of Saturn, giving the place,
weight, volume and density of the stars, or with the physicist’s
description of the solar spectrum enumerating the number of the
rays! : :

What interests you in the book is not the material, physical
side, but what the author intended to express by the signs, what
is hidden beneath their form, the metaphysical side, so to speak.

This instance suffices to show the difference between the ancient

" and the modern methods. The former, in the study of phenomena,

always occupy themselves with the general side of the question,
the latter remain a priors encamped 1n the domain of the fact.

To show that this is indeed the spirit of the ancient method, I
quote a very significant passage from Fabre d’Olivet on the two
ways of writing history.®* -

% Por it must be remembered that the allegorical history of
these past times, written in a different spirit to the positive history

* [ apologise to the reader for the quotations with which this treatise is loaded ;
but T am obliged, at oach step. to lean on solid bases for support. What I advance
acems so improbable to many, and I do not know why, that any number of proofs
will hardly serve to combat an incredality founded on prejudice.

3}
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