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Prospectus was issued of the Colony Scheme, with all these names put
down ag directors, without the Draft having first been submitted to
them for their approval, which was virtnally putting their names in
without their consent. The prospectus was so bad on the surface that
no city man would have looked twice atit, Several of those whose
names were so fraudulently put in as directors, ijmmediately wrote and
demanded that their names should be withdrawn.

Almost simultaneously with the issuing of this swindling prospectus,
one of the Yorkshire neophytes wrote to their astrologer to have his
horoscope cast. In the hand-writing of this astrologer, he recognised
that of a man, whom he bad formerly the calamity to come across, who
was well known about Leeds and Bradford, and who had ceased to
afflict the eyes of the people of that part of the world by a seven morrths
imprisonment in Armley Jail for a most atrocious swindle, since which
he had disappeared altogether from view. The Yorkshireman having
made quite sure by comparing the astrologer’s hand.writing with
numerous letters in his own possession and that of others, and by this
scrutiny finding that the hand-writing identified him also as the Secre-
tary to, and prime promoter of the Order, he communicated the dis-
covery toan active member who, for some time, had been very suspicious,
and also happened to have letters and a photograph of the felon. This
photograph wags sent to the other chief promoterof this knavish order,
and he was asked if he knew the original of that photograph. He
acknowledged that he did, and was proud of the acquaintance, and was
plainly quite indifferent whether he was a convicted felon or not, so
long as he could help him to make money.

Upon this, without a moment's delay, every known member in~

England and America was written to and warned that its chief promoter
was a convicted felon. This was done in time to prevent them making
the haul of the £10 shares.

The convicted felon and his pal now fled to America, to the land in
Georyia they were negotiating for, ou which to plant the colony, evi-
deutly hoping at that distance to be able still to carry out the fraud.
They were confronted on their landing by Americans who had been
warned, and they were well heckled as to the felony. A great contro-
versy ensued, but it all ended in their being ignominiously ejected froni
the land they intended to purchase by the very intelligent and most
honorable gentleman, the owner of it, who saw whut knaves they
were.

Notwithstanding all this, they, or one of them, continue to publish
the magazine, and I have good reason to believe they still find dupes in
America, in London, in England generally, and even in India, will-
ing to send them guinea subscriptions, and perhaps even to buy £10
shares.

The Police say that, had it not been for the Yorkshireman above-
mentioned and those acting with him, it would have been one of the
most gigantic swindles perpetrated for along time.

The detectives had been watching them and knew that some fraud
was contemplated.

I hope, therefore, I may be excused for giving this warning against
Orders and Societies professing to teach Occultism, which is being broughs
into disrepute and ill odour by such abominable attempts, as above
shortly, and only imperfectly narrated.

Yours faithfually,
: A Vicrry,

THE THEOSOPHIST.

Vor. VIII. No. 89.—FEeBruarY 1887.
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THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH. ~

[Faneily motto of the Maharajahs of Benares.] -

PARACELSUS AND HIS WORKS.*

~TUDENTS of mystical literature will be grateful to Dr. Hart-
mann for his lucid account of the philosophy of Paracelsus.

The fact that the majority of the one hundred and six works
written by this adept are in Latin and the remainder in somewhat
difficult German, while many of his treatises exist only in manu-
seript and all are obscured by the use - of a terminology invented
by and peculiar to himself, has hitherto been an almost insur-
mountable obstacle in the way of many readers. Dr..Hartmann
has had the advantage of consulting the manuscript as well as the
printed works, fogether with contemporary treatises on kindred
subjects, and this 1s probably the first time that the philosophy of
Paracelsus as a whole has been placed before the reader in an easily
accessible form. Philippus Aureolus Theophrastus Bombast of
Hohenheim (Paracelsus) was born in 1493 near Maria-Einsiedeln
in Switzerland, where his father, the descendant of an old German
family, had established himself as a physician. From his father
Paracelsus learned the rudiments of alchemy, surgery and medicine.
After continuing his studies under the tuition of the monks of the
convent. of St. Andrew he went to the university of Basel. On
leaving the university he received further instruction from J ohann
Trithemius of Spanheim, a renowned master of alchemy, magic
and astrology, and afterwards he entered the library of the
alchemist Sigismund Fugger at Schwatz in Tyrol.

" Later on Paracelsus travelled much, visiting Germany, Italy,
France, the Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden and Russia. It is also
said that he wenttoIndia, because he was taken prisoner by the Tartars

and brought to the Khan, whose son he afterwards accompanied

to Constantinople. Dr. Hartmann thinks it probable that during

# «The Life of Paracelsus and the Substance of his Teachings’” by F. Hartmanm
M, D., London, G, Redway, 1887.
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his captivity in Tartary Paracelsus received instruction i
4 in the
iSéecrée_t ]?octyllrlle from Eastern teachers, as his system is practically
. entical with that of the Eastern Adepts. This might however
have happened in Constantinople, as according to C. Van Helmont
11t5v2vf.s th';fle that Paracelsus received the Philosopher’s Stone (in
152 {;o have };Adept fron‘1 whom Paracelsus received this stone is
said e been one Solomon Trismosinus, a countryman of his
After travelling through the countries along the Danub
celsus came to Italy, where he became an arm;r surgeon in t?hePriIIfl‘-
p:rla.& army and saw a good deal of fighting. ~ At t?his, and indeed
:io af times of his life, .Para,celsus gathered much useful informa-
lea.l;n é‘gm othe;s. He did not_confine himself to physicians and
X _men, but hg questioned “ executioners, barbers, shepherds,
ews, gipsies, midwives, fortune-tellers”—in fact all sorts and condi-
tions o£ men, and thus he learned many a curious fact and “rule of
thumb” all useful as materials for wider generalizations. “After
t?vglllng for ten years Paracelsus returned to Germany at the age
ﬁ thirty-two and soon became celebrated by the marvellous cures
e effected. In 1525 he went to Basel, and two years later was
appointed a professor of medicine and city physician. The follow-
ing year he had to leave Basel secretly, as.he made himself obnoxi-
ous to the members of the City Council by  writing a severe publi-
cation against a decision which he considered vzry unjustp and
tI\:}nch was rendered in favour of a certain Canonicus Cornelius of
: ;:llit;riszls, Wltomd .he]O ha.cﬁ saved from death after the latter had
n up to die by the other ici
vei')y ungi‘a,tegully towa?xr'ds ° otk physicians, and who had acted
aracelsus now resumed his strolling life, w ing
iountry attended by several disciples. In 1529 1?: (i?;ilti?i %zf':ﬁ
laizg. %ere the “regular physicians” denounced him as a char-
; nta.n a quack. In reply Paracelsus requested the City Council
0 eﬁl rust him with the care of patients given up by the faculty
is opeless. They sent him some cases of elephantiasis which
e soon cured without asking any fee, as attested by re-
cords still extant in the archives of Nuremberg. He diS:i not
however settle at Nuremberg, but continued to wander about
Gern;uany, until about' 1536 we find him at Salzburg, whither he
1was m?tid by the Prince Palatine, Duke Ernst of Bavaria, a great
tcl>1ver of the secret arts. Par'a,celsus was now famous, and freed from
e opposition and persecution he had endured during the toilsome
ieag gf ]:;15 wanderings. But his rest was not for long ; in 1541
S: Se after a short illness, and was buried in the churchyard of
.'d ebastian, where his monument is still to be seen. There is
ﬁw ellnlge to show that his death was the result of a fall on a rock
wyc;u:xvdliil }nfs sk(liﬂ! was fractured, and long after his decease a
physician?‘s ound in the skull when it'was examined by a German
There is however some mystery ab i
-ere 80 ry about his death. Dr. Hartmann
x)rl;ges ?1111 olgaltradltlon says—and those who are supposed to know
o ?n;l e tale—that his astral body having already during
physical existence become self-conscious and independent of the
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physical form, he is now a living Adept, residing with other
Adepts of the same Order in a certain place in Asia, from whence
he still—invisibly, but nevertheless effectually—influences the
minds of his followers, appearing to them occasionally even in
visible and tangible shape.” :

Misunderstood and abused during his lifetime, no reproaches

have been too severe to be hurled at the head of the quack, the
charlatan, the impostor, by more recent writers. He paid the
penalty exacted from all who depart from the beaten track, only
his score was the heavier in that his wanderings were wider.
Even in this enlightened age a paper on the higher aspects of
protyle, showing its relation to astral-light vortices, treated from
the standpoint of occult philosophy—with experiments—would
hardly be received with complacency by the Royal Society. Yet
Paracelsus has left works that are mines of suggestive thought to
the patient seeker, and despised as he 1, he is the originator in
Furope of more than one well-known remedy.

Though no bigot, he was a Christian in the highest sense of the
term, as the following extract well shows:—

« Everything that happens takes place through the will of the
Supreme. Conscience s the state which we have received from
God, in which we should see our own image, without attempting
to discover reasons in the guidance of our life in regard to morals
and virtues. We should do that which our conscience teaches
for no other reason but because our conscience teaches it.
He who does not burn himself will not be burned by God, and
God has provided him with a conscience in which he may put his
implicit trust. To learn from others, to accept the opinion of
others, to act in a certain manner because others are acting im
that way, is temptation. Therefore faith in the things of the
earth should be based upon the holy Scripture and upon the
teachings of Christ, and it will then stand upon a firm basis.
Therefore we shall put the fundament and the corner-stone of
our wisdom upon three principal points, which are : first, Prayer,
or a strong desire and aspiration for that which is good. Itis
necessary that we should seek and knock, and thereby ask the
Omnipotent Power within ourselves, and remind it of its promises
and keep it awake, and if we do this in the proper form and with
a pure and sincere heart, we shall receive that for which we ask,
and find that which we seek, and the doors of the Kternal that
have been closed before us will be opened, and what was hidden
before our sight will come to light. The next point is Faith : not
a merqbelief in something that may or may not be true, but a
faith that is based upon knowledge, an unwavering confidence,
a faith that may move mountains and throw them into the ocean,
and to which everything is possible, as Christ has Himself testified.
The third point is Imagination. If this power is properly kindled
in our soul, we shall have no difficulty in making it harmonize
with our faith. A person who is sunk in deep thought, and, so
to say, drowned in his own soul, is like one who has lost his senses,

and the world looks upon him as a fool. But in the consciousness

of the Supreme le is wise, and he is, %o to say, the confidential
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ixl-ie:;l((i) :f t(i’;octi, knqwmg a great deal move of God’s mysteries than
2l tho ; a .regeelve their superficial learning through the avenues
of the s xf;sgtsh, cause he can reach God through his soul, Christ
thr ig , 2l ’I and .attract the Holy Ghost through an exalted
andgt]c::af :;g.neitllll ef‘héz avgy We may grow to be like the Apostles,
neither fatigue nor hunger?fofgzﬁﬁgztg;.ﬂl fering nox e

o P:l:;::lsusf has been represented as a man who passed his life
o asta e of almost constant intoxication. Dr. Hartmann says
that i;xs agt:zllsaplon_ls founded on a passage addressed to some
biboner; 3 (:5 3 }11’10‘1‘1 In which Paracelsus addresses them as Com-
é,rtners(]}JP vmi. “It seems however more probable that the
fefer ) tinp in gingﬂnng alluded to in the expression was meant to
Fopoid ; mojeo:;xr-le th%fcvglid()ltn * gtilher lthan to any more material
H > the contents of that letter are very seri
&a;f:ot;%ral}g.shg no 1n1<111ca,t10n of frivolity or a love t%r dﬁﬁgiﬂl 9;
¢ 16 13 known that i icati ink
utho e ’t o D0 yeaJr.a. Paracelsus drank no intoxicating drinks
oasting and vanity have also been lai
' aid to the ch
Il:zl;zcillsls:fl, anl%. t]l;erfe 13 no doubt that he did profess ?;glr;o?vf
) cou e found in the books of hi d
learning of his contem i ¢ 1o, that o wae avons
1 : poraries. “ The fact is, that he was
gorlilfl; I(:iv;mo Wal.fmbutes orlaccomplishments;’ but he didp I‘(;llg:
slor s person, only the spirit that lted ’
Beeing himself surrounded by i : sindged i o
1 y ignorance, misjudged and mis-
represented, but conscious of his o ; M Y
¢ _con trength, he asserted hi
nghts. He maintained that the Tue of the ‘o taugh
] ! value of the truths he t
;;v:l;ii:)g a}i}f)reﬁlated in due time, and his prophecy has projgf ?ﬁ
i . :} was reﬁlly and truly an adept possessed of
fe D! tosop er’s Stone 1t would have been extremely difficult
for him ao g1ve others any idea of the extent of his knewledge
thout pg)earlﬁlg to boast. A mere enumeration of the powers
it e by the man who has“ created himself anew” 1d
Fmosi(;1 heali'ers with amazement. ‘ i
or details of other accusations brouch i
t against P
;'e_fgr our readers to Dr. Hartmann’s bc%)k. gHe Wasal:;csizu]iavzz
ﬁ;m;ngne tof éhe best abused men of his own or any other time.
calone ;rsa I?\l:s;ngh 311;}1 eani'l ayte };‘,lwo factors whose resultants are
5 s uncharitableness, now as in the sixte
zg?:;:gr}.le nE(‘iolI;a1 leiz;al%i abusei what théy can neither explainelxlxg}xl'
prehend, > eosophists have had an i
b Shonprndi ( in opportunity of
stud y g | b?) diz:}a;mxcs of this natural law experimentally on their
Eliphas Levi in one of hi i
I s unpublished letters s
sor‘n‘u'ar gf the thecimes and methods of Paracelsus as follgsjskzs about
erea.tivg f’rga‘t kabbalists attributed to the ¢ primerdial earth’ a
ereative ; llli ‘conservatlve virtue capable of acting both on inani-
ving forms, and the discovery of this ¢ primordial earth’

. % At a time wben Arabic
channels through which a kn,
of the Sufis are hardly to b
visited Constantinople—Ed,

was studied all over Europe as one of inei
L ' the prineipal
owledge of science was to be obtained, the m%tapl:g:s

R
.
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was one of the objects of their researches. Paracelsus, the wisest:
seeker of his times, pretended that he had found it; he dug out
virgin earth taken from below organic strata, purified it by fire, air
and water; then by the use of lenses he impregnated it with the
rays of the sun by day, and at night allowed it to absorb the dew.
He then enclosed it within discs of porous clay, such as that used
for making porous cells in electric batteries, and applied these
discs to the persons of his patients to bring about the absorption
and equilibration of the vital fluid. He states that one of these
“medals’ inscribed with certain signs, applied on the navel, will:
enable a man to live fifteen days without food and without feeling
hungry. By means of this apparatus he used to fast for long
periods without feeling other inconvenience than a great calming
of the blood and an extraordinary cerebral lucidity. At the same.
time he made use of an elixir the name of which he gives in an
enigmatical manner in these terms, according to d’Espagnet, a
somewhat celebrated hermetic philosopher:

« There is a part of man the name of which may be expressed
in six letters. By adding P and changing S into M you will find
the true name of the subject of the sages.” - ’

“The elixir of Paracelsus,” says Levi,“ is not the primordial
earth, but is used solely to augment its fortifying virtue and its
action on the brain ; the real word of Paracelsus is oculus, the eye,
a part of man the name of which has six letters in Latin. By
adding P and changing S into M, you get the word poculum, a
Latin word meaning a glass of wine. In other words the experi-
menter, after exhausting himself by fasting, excited himself with
wine, always retaining the sigil fixed by agirdle over his navel.
Then by violent exercise, accompanied by profuse perspiration, he
threw off all excess in the exciting agent. He used to practise
fencing, alone, with a heavy two-handed sword, in the pommel of
which was enclosed a little of this primordial earth. After a
little while he fell down exhausted, and slept a sleep full of visions
more or less lucid, which he only remembered vaguely on awaken-
ing. But then he sat down to write without interruption after
the fashion of a modern medium. At such times it seemed to him
that the soul of nature dictated to him revelations on mysterious

things, and hypotheses that seem sometimes like madness and
are oftentimes marvellous divinations that science has already jus-.
tified and will one day justify still more completely. This mode of
proceeding must not be lightly taxed with extravagance. Para-
celsus had divined ‘ magnetism’ and magnetised himself, in a some-
what violent fashion, it is true, but certainly an efficacious one.”
Now let us turn to Dr. Hartmann’s book, and from it give a
brief skétch of the philosophy of Paracelsus. '
The cosmology of Paracelsus is in accordance with the doctrine
of emanations. He postulates a Supreme First Cause, essence of.
all things, constructor and designer of the universe. Creation
took place through the expression of the inherent Will of that
Creative Power in the “ Word ** (logos) or Fiat (active and efficient
thought) “ in the same manner as if a house would come into exist-
ence by a breath,”” Out of the First Cause was developed Chaos
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or Primordial Matter—of a monistic nature, manifesting itself not
only as vital activity, a spiritual force, an invisible, incomprehensi-
ble and indescribable power ; but also as vital matter, of which the
substance of living beings consists. By the action of the dividing
differentiating and individualizing power of the First Cause, the
elements of fire, water, air and earth were produced out of Chaos.

All beings were born from the elements, and the latter are of an

invisible spiritual nature, and have souls. o

“ Nature being the Universe, is one, and its origin can only be
one eternal Unity. It is an organism im which all natural
things harmonize and sympathize with each other. It is the

Macrocosm. Every thing is the product of one universal creative

effort ; the Macrocosm and man( the Microcosm) are one. They

are one constellation, one influence, one breath, one harmony, one
time, one metal, one fruit.” ’

“There is nothing dead in Nature. There is nothing corpo-

real which does not possess a soul hidden in it Dying

Is but change of form or the change from one plane of existence
to another one. In each thing there are two factors —Body or
form, and Activity or qualities. “The laster is nothing else bus
an effluence of the Supreme Cause, because everything exists from
the beginning in God, into whose unmanifested state all things
will return in the end, and from whose power they all receive their
qualities, or whatever they deserve on account of their capacity to
receive or attract it.”  “ Life is an universal omnipresent principle

and nothing is without life.” * Each element has its own
peculiar living existences,” these are ““the elemental spirits of
nature ; they cannot manifest any higher spiritual activity, but
otherwise they live like animals or even human beings, and ’they
propagate their species. Some of them know all the mysteries of
the elements.”

Maj;ter and _spirit, he tells us, are connected by an intermediate
principle received from the Spirit. This principle is the astral
body of minerals, plants, animals and men, and by this intermediate
element or soul ““ each living being is connected with the Macro-
cosmos and Microcosmos,”

_All things are one, and “any difference existing between two
dlssun}la,r things arises only from a difference in the forms in which
the primordial essence manifests its activity.”

Man is said to constitute a world of his own. By knowing man
we may know the universe. In him lie the germs of all the ;owers
1n the world and it is within his power to develope these in himself,
But in order to comprehend the universe in its reality man “ must
be able to turn the exterior into the interior, but this is an art
which he can only acquire by experience and by the light of Nature
which is shining before the eyes of every man, but which is seexi
by few.”

. Remarkably suggestive is that part of the works of Paracelsus
in which he developes the theory that each natural form is the
outward expression of inward power and capacity. There is, say
those who know, a natural alphabet, in terms of which N;,ture
herself seems to work. By the knowledge of this alphabet the
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visible secrets of nature may be unriddled and by making use of a
corresponding force-correlation, a dynamic aspect of this alphabet
may be brought into play, and its letters will marshal themselves
into words and phrases for the exposition of higher truths. Our
author says ““ The soul does not perceive the external or internal
physical construction of herbs and roots, but it intuitively perceives
their powers and virtues, and recognizes at once their signatum.

“This signatum (or signature) is a certain organic vital activity,
giving to each natural object (in contradistinction to artificially
made objects) a certain similarity with a certain condition produced
by disease, and through which health may be restored in specific
diseases in the diseased part. This signatum is often expressed
even in the exterior form of things, and by observing that form we
may learn something in regard to their interior qualities, even
without using our interior sight.” In an analogous manner we are
often enabled to judge a man’s character from his outward
appearance, his walk, the timbre of his voice, etc. “ As long as
man remained in a natural state, he recognized the signatures of
things and knew their true character; but the more his mind
became captivated by illusive external appearances, the more this
power became lost.”

Speaking of medical science Paracelsus says “If the physician
understands the anatomy of medicines and the anatomy of diseases,
he will find that a concordance exists between the two. There is not
only a general relationship existing between the Macrocosm and
the Microcosm, but a separate and intimate inter-relation and
interaction exist between their separate parts, each part of the
great organism acting upon the corresponding part of the small
organism in the same sense as the various organs of the human
body are intimately connected and influencing each other, and
manifesting a sympathy with each other that may continue to exist
even after such organs have been separated from the trunk.”
Dr. Hartmann adds “ There is a great sympathy existing between
the stomach and the brain, between the mamme and the uterus,
between the lungs and the heart. There is furthermore a great
sympathy existing between the planets and stars and the organs
of the human body. Such a sympathy exists between the stars and
plants, between stars and stars, between plants and plants, and
between the plants and the organs of the human body, in con-
sequence of which relationship each body may produce certain
changes in the activity of life in another body that is in sympathy
with the former. Thus may the action of certain specific medi-
cines in certain diseases be explained. As a bar of magnetized
iron may induce magnetism in another bar of iron, but leave cop-
per and brass unaffected, likewise a certain plant, possessing cer-
tain powers, may induce certain similar vital powers to become

active in certain organs if the plant and the organ are related to
the same ‘star’. Certain plants may therefore act as antidotes in
certain diseases, in the same manner as fire will destroy all things
that have not the power to resist it. The neutralization, destruc-
tion, or removal of any specific elements producing disease, the
change of an unhealthy and abnormal action of the vital principle
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into a normal and healthy state, constitutes the basis of the thera-
gfutlc system of Paracelsus. His object was to re-establish in the

seased organism the neeessary equilibrium, and to restore the
lost vitality, by attracting the vital principles from living
objects and powers. Remedies containing the required quality of
that principle inthe greatest quantity were most apt to replace
such lost powers and to restore health.”

It is unnecessary to remind the reader that in all systems of
astrology certain signs govern certain parts of the body. The action
of drugs on sensitives, when not taken, but merely held, is described
in the Theosophist, vol. vii, page 512, and in the same volume, page
671, will be found a brief notice of Sachs’ observations on the effect

- of light on plants. Itis known that the movements of the moon

have an effect on the currents of terrestrial magnetism, and there
s 1no reason why the planets should not also act upon these
currents. As we know that human beings are able to assist their
vital powers by the assimilation of terrestrial magnetism (certain

Yoga practices being, it is said, intended to serve this purpose)

plants may do so likewise, specialising the magnetism—so to speak’

—in accordance with their respective differences of constitution.

It may be added that it is possible to recuperate human vitality

;vll;(e;liln att 1211, lkc;w e}%b tby lying on the baek in a pine forest and

e bare feet agains i i
placi; t;gh [ho bar gainst the trunk of a tree, and so drawing
The main lines of Paracelsus’ theory of cosmolo re simi
those of the medern evolutionists, zth the diﬁegznize}fér;g:;rf ;
says Dr. Hartmann, “ that Paracelsus looks upon the continua.lly’
evoluting forms as necessary vehicles of a continually progressing
living, spiritual principle, seeking higher modes for its mani-
festation, while many of our modern speculative philosophers look
upon the intelligent principle of life as non-existing, and upon life
as being merely a manifestation of chemical and physical activity
of dead ma.tf;(,ar in an incomprehensible and causeless state.of
development.” And the theory of Paracelsus is also that of the

Secret Doctrine.
Mavurice FREDAE..

(To be continwued.)
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«“ COINCIDENCES.” :
IF people, in their desultory readings, would only take the tronble

to jot down little facts that momentarily arrest their attention,
it would surprise them to find how much minute corroborative evi-
dence could be obtained in support of the occult truths set forth in
the publications of the Theosophical Society. Take but this one
fact, stated at page 78 of “ Man : Fragments of Forgotten History” ;
that *the sense of smell attained its greatest perfection in the
Fourth Race”, and see what an overwhelming mass of evidence can
be found with a little trouble in corroboration of the statement.
Among other places inhabited to this day by remnants of the
Fourth Race are the Phillippine Islands; and from a book of travels,
published by F. Jagar, 1 g1ve the following extracts (from page 161)
concerning their inhabitants.

« Every aperture of the house is closed up by the husband, early
during travail, in order that Patianac may not break in—an evil
spirit who brings wischief to lying in women, and endeavours to
hinder the birth.”

« Tt is one of the greatest insults to stride over a sleeping native,
or to awaken him suddenly. They rouse one another, when neces-
sity requires, with the greatest circumspection and by the slowest
degrees. The fear of waking sleeping persons really refers to the
wide spread superstition that during sleep the soul leaves the
body ; numerous instances of which occur in Bastian’s works.
Among the Tinguianes (North Luzon) the worst of all curses is to
this effect : Mayest thou die sleeping.” :

«The sense of smell is developed amongst the Indians to so
great a degree that they are able by smelling at pocket-hand-
kerchiefs to tell to which persons they belong” (Reisesk, p. 39) ;
and lovers at parting exchange pieces of the linen they may be
wearing, and during their separation inhale the odour of the
beloved being, besides smothering the relic with kisses. Lewin
(Chittagong Hill Tracks, 1869, p. 40) relates of the mountain people
of that place : ‘Their manner of kissing is peculiar. Instead of
pressing lip to lip, they place the mouth and nose upon the cheek,
and inhale the breath strongly. Their form of speech is not ¢ give
me a kiss,” but ¢smell me.’—”

The following, from an article by a native writer, in the last
number of the Orientalist” to hand, throws some interesting
light on this point (see Vol. II, notes 6, 451, 969). “ The Sinhalese,
in common with other Eastern nations, do not kiss, but smell.
We sometimes hear them characterising the act of kissing as a
piece of nonsense, or a meaningless proceeding ; but smelling the
face, they say, is something by which affection may be indicated.
The nose is gently pressed against the face, and the breath is
drawn several times with a vehemence proportioned to the affection
or love borne to the object !”’

In conclusion, I subjoin a newspaper cuiting, which bears ouf
some remarks made by Madame Blavatsky in her article on “ Occult
or Exact Science” in the May number of the Theosophist.

« A gentleman in Sydney, N. S. W. writing on the 29th August
last, stateg the following facts.~There have been heavy floods in

9

-
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parts of the colony. Some months ago the blacks said that the
~floeds would occur, and consequently left their camping grounds
on the flats, and got into higher country. Their prophecy has
come true. They, being close observers of nature, noticed that
the ants and other insects which live on and in the ground
commenced to build their nests in trees ; and when the ants do
this a flood is sure to happen, sooner or later. Query—how did
the insects know that a flood was coming ? For it was months
before the rains set in that the blacks prophesied it. Instinet must

ionk very far aliead, and be able to read signs that are invisible
o us.” ~ :

With respect to the Fourth Race, it is true that among them the
sensations and attributes of hilarity, merriment and boisterous
galety were wanting ; for F. Jagar in' his travels speaks of the
expressionloss and immobiie faces of the Indians in the Philippine
Islands on holidays, festivals, and occasions of mirth. Travellers
have remarked the same want of gaiety amongst the Indians of
America ; and some of them ascribe it to the small development of
the nervous system prevalent amorg these peoples, to which cause
also they attribute their wonderful courage in bearing pain. But
others observe that the Indian’s countenance is so different from

ours that it takes us several years to learn rightly to interpret its
expression,

A. T. Baxox, F. T. s.

OCCULTISM IN MODERN LII'ERATURE.
VI.
Continued from page 238.
IN Heliobas’ explanation of his Circle Theory, we find a distinct
: manifestation of the narrator’s inexperience in occultism. As
under nternal electricity, when Heliobas speaks of the *‘ germ of
soul or spirit” dependent on the will for development, and
indestructible ; but which, if neglected at death, goes elsewhere
" to seek another chance of development,” and which if fostered by
a resolute will becomes a spiritnal creature for which an endless ex-
istence commences when its clay chrysalis perishes : he speaks of the
soul,—leaving spirit out of the question,—as an entity evidently
comprising Nos. 3, 4, 5and 6 of the septenary constitution, with
all their capabilities and liabilities. The entity in that combination
can never as a whole become the spiritual and indestructible crea-
ture mentioned, for the simple reason that the lower parts of it at the
close of one earth-life disintegrate as completely as the body does.
And further no process lower than Dhyan Samadhi is capable of
releasing the higher principles from the body in a state sufficiently
unfettered to enable them to penetrate the spiritual spheres; and
that process, which bears no real resemblance to the setting free”
effected by Heliobas, would be all but a practical impossibility to
persons living in the world in the manner described. With
external electricity he says, “ our wills have nothing whatever to
do.. Lach one of us walks the earth encompassed by an invisible”
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to bodily eyes)  electric ring,—wide or marrow according to our
((:a.pabiliges,}’r’ Z’Sz;c. This Wﬂ% recall to my readers the rings or
layers of colour visible to. clairvoyants, in the ¢ photosphere,” or
erfvelope of aura surrounding human beings, referred 370 ina fo;men;
paper of this series. The description given of the photosphere

and its functions, as far as it goes, is fairly corr?ct. ; but we: have
yet to learn that there is a single molecule of the ‘photosphere’ that
does mot bear witness to the will and its workings. As to these
rings’ “ being capable of attraction and repulsion,” it may be new
to some of our less advanced students to hear that they are §a,1§
to come in contact, and act automatically, (i. e. without conscious
impulse from the will) when two persons come within three %eeﬁ of
each other ; and it is owing to the making and breaking of these

" contacts that many people of sensitive temperaments feel, or

cause to be felt, something like a very faint and small hqlectfm
shock on shaking hands with certain of their friends ; ltl 1s.l a ?o
helps to explain how the waves of emotion roll through ¢ osetyt
packed audiences in places of public worship or enterta,mmt_elr)x i
yet there is nothing to show that these effects are to be ascribe
any more entirely to electricity than they are to magnetism.

The analogy between the electric organs of certain fish ailnd
others in the human body is so far known to be correct that
occultists acknowledge the existence of seven centres of (electru;
magnetic, &c.,} energy in the body ; but though by a deveh()iprl:ten1
of these a man may increase his own energy to a degree only defined
by the strength of his will, we have as yet no reason to belu;vel in
the possibility of a person being made a storage batteryho+he ec-
tricity pure and simple, capable of being discharged throug,d the ex-
pression of intense dislike, either by the consumption of drugs o‘r
otherwise. That one however can evolve sufficient energy through
his own organs to stun or even kill another under certain conditions,
is neither new nor impossible, but there the force is no more pure
electricity than the operator is a sterage battery. i’;[‘ms fetct was
knownto the late Lord Lytton, and is exemplified {(in “The Coming
Race”) by the “Vrilya” slaying animals, blastmg"rgcks, &e., by
means of « Vril” (electric) discharges from “Vril staﬁs,—;or
storage batteries,—instead of from their bodily nervous centres®.

The application of the Dual Law to the human soul forms a
basis for speculation of a kind that exercises a powerful fasglna-
tion over writers of the occult schools in modern literature. Most
of them seem to have come to the conclusion that a nsumbe?,
if not the majority, of flesh-bound soulsought to ,}o.ok for their
true mates, ““ twin-flames,” or “companion-spirits ” in_any other
sphere but this. The principal theories as to whether the positive
and negative (or male and female) halves of the soul are, or are
not, separate entities for a part of their existence have been already

* 1t is believed by some practical occultists that.; these seven centres can be iden-
tified with certain glands (whose use is undetermined by anatomists) in the human
body, that by rousing the &undalinithese glands may be used as batteries for thg
generation and discharge of certain forces, the 'fourt]? of which is said to correspon
to electricity, though probably a higher principle of the same than tha.t;v known tes
modern science.—Ed.
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