THE Manager of the Theosophist wishes to draw particular attention to the alterations in and
+ 7 4 " additions to the list of books for this month. Sinceé much may often be very pleasautly

frequently of great importance for a man (cspecially if engaged in teaching, or in the study
‘of law or medicine) to be able at a glance to form an estimate of the character, temperament,
and capabilities of those with whom he is brought into contact, some space has also been devoted
. _«'. -to Character-Reading, and books treating of all the various methods employed for this end will
_ .. be found under thai heading. i ’ . S .

' BOOKS NEWLY ARRIVED.
Heads and Faces.

.. of Phrenology and Physiognomy in such a manner as, with the help of the numecrous illus-
. {'. trations, to render the path of the student of this fascinating subject as easy as possible.

", .Its size and appearance will surprise the purchasér; it contains 184 pp. large 8vo. (moro’

R matter than many books at double its cost) and 188 illustrations—many of them portraits

. of distinguished men—and is altogether really a wonderful work for its price--quite the

* cheapest ever published on the subject: while the fact that the author is the celebratéd Pro-

fessor Nelson Sizer is a guarantee of its accaracy. It was published only three months

ago in America, and has already had an enormous sale there. .

" Indications of Character in the Head and Face, By H. S. Drayton, M. D. A work on
the same subject by another author, and consequently valuable for comparison with the last.

Across the Zodiac: a Story in 2 vols, by Percy Greg. This is a most remarkable

. ‘'occult novel. Every one will read with pleasure and profit its ingenious description of life

in another planet and under entirely different conditions ; while students of Occultism cannot

fail to be deeply interested in the account of the mystic Brotherhood of the Silver Star and

- its initiations. This edition was originally published at a guinea, but the few remaining

‘copies are now offered at a much reduced price.

The Wonderful Story of Ravallette, by P. B. Randolph. This book well deserves its
title of ‘‘'I'he Wonderful Story ;”” and those who once read it will never forget it. ~Some of its

descriptions of magical performances are startlingly correct and very suggestive, though the
~ magic employed is more of the black than the white order.

The Virgin of the World. (See articles on pp. 95 and 153 of the Theosophist). A few

 damaged copies of this rare work are still for sale as advertised.
Zoroaster, a high-class Occult Story by F. Marion Crawford, author of the well known
‘¢ Mr. Isaacs.” It was so fully reviewed in the December Magazine that no more need be said

here.

‘The Aim of Life, by Siddhesvar Ghosh. A useful book giving instructions how to -

, prolong life.

Hints on Esoteric Theosophy in Urdu, by Thakur Ganesh Singh. It is a very useful

* . bouk for Urdu knowing peoplo who are ignorant of English.
The Sankhya Karika of Iswara Krishna ; an exposition of the system of Kapila, with
+ an appendix on the Nyaya and Vaiseshika systems: by John Davies. In this book the loarned
~.author exhibits “the connection of the Sankhya system with the philosophy of Spinoz,
_ and the connection of the system of Kapila with that of Schopenhauer and Von Hartmann.”
.. It is a valuable addition to a philosophical library.
The Birth of the War-God, by Kalidasa, translated by Professor Ralph T. H. Griffith,
- A very spirited rendering of the Kumdrasambhava, well known to all who are interested in
... Indian literature. ’

) by Madhava Acbarya: translated by Professors Cowell and Gough. Tn this book the anthor
. ., passes in review the sixteen philosophical systems current in the fourteenth century in the

" South of India, giving what appear to him to be their most important tenets, and the principal

- arguments by which their followers endeavoured to maintain them.
'" .- Modern India and the Indians, (with illustrations and map) by Professor MonierWilliams.
-~ A much enlarged edition of a well known book, containing the impressions of an able and
* * thoughtful man on some of the most important questions relating to the Empire of India.
History of Indian Literature, by Professor Albrecht Weber. Perhaps thie most compre-

" hensive and lucid survey of Sanskrit literature extant, though unfortunately somewhat partisan .

~—espocially useful to students in our Indian Colleges and Universities.

Indian Poetry, containing the Gita Govirdo. of Jayadeva, two books from the Mahabharata,
the Hitopadesa, and other Oriental poems, by Edwin Arnold, C. S. I. A volume by the talented
author of The Light of  Asia, whose name needs no introduction to lovers of high-class English

poetry. '

NOW READY FOR SALE.—Reply by A. P. Sinnett to the Report of the Socicty for Psychical
Research. “ The Oceult World Phenomena” and the Socicty for Psychical Rescarch, Re. 1.

%7 and easily learnt from Occult Stories, a spocial heading has been opened for them; and as it i -
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THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH

[Family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares.]

OCCULT OR EXACT SCIENCE?
11.

T r}:(a: t:}lreaqy lt)f;?n. l;‘mlr}a,rked that neither the medical faculties
r the scientific bodies of physicists i ,
' : ] sicists, could ever ex
primum mobile or rationale of the simplest’; phenomenon g::;?d;h%
\ . . . 0
{)ur(,]y ]})hymologlca,l causes ; and that, unless they turn,ed for hel
o occultism, they would have to bite the dust before the ‘Qig
century was very old. S
pag . -
th'_lgllsfsecms.:m bold assertion. Nevertheless, it is fully justified b
l;l& Ot f,;ltﬂ.ll.l, wedical celebrities : that no phenomenon is powzy
m,(izg-}(:g stde of }t)}llz.g/.ezol()gLC(ll and purely phystcal causes Théy
reverse thig statement and sa { ) igation
: v ] and say no final investiqation 1
possible with the light of only physiologi ol e
ght of only physiological and physical ¢
That would be mey phrysiotogie I physical causes
¢ correct. They might add the ' ;
o ‘ { ght add that, as men of exact
'1(,]1)(63\:g§(,)1511§y could n«.{b en:lploy other methods of investigation
: re, having conducted their experim ; ain "
avin ir experiments to a certain 1
dary, they would desist ¢ l ) eecmplishe.
sist and  declare their t mpli
d S are thewr task acco
Then the phenomena might be passed on to trans ( e
i o qppculq{: " ps e o o transcendentahists and
osophers to speculate upon. Had thoy spoken in such a spivi
’ : ) ! 3 suen a Spi
of bb]inceuty no one would have the right of saying that tvhvylh'utl;
:10 ]1 oxﬁe their duty : for they would have dono the best th(‘yz(‘nu’](l
inder the circumstances, and i shown,
stances, and, ag will presently he shown, t
" . ssently  he n, the
(Oll'](ll do no more. Bub at presont the neuropathic plw;ioi'ufz
merely impedo the progress of real psychological knowledg ) U/l' ‘
there is an opening, however small, for the p Sy from
a man’s higher self to chase tho dark fp«’lSSﬂpi'C et oo
? § shi kness of purely material ¢
‘, : > 6] : be on-
},lcjgthns lfrom the seab of hig intellect, and to rcplzy;cc it by light
}]iqutla'::kpcane of cmlstenco entirely unknown to the ordinary somg;":
s task can never be wrought to a successf inati And
ght to « scessful terminat A
as all such abnormal casos, 1 i .
: al casog, in order to be manifested to i
: rmal : 3 of onr physi-
cal as well as spiritual senses, in other words, to bccome'objéct'iyve
3
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must always have their generating causes interblended between
the two spheres or planes of existence, the physical and the spiri-
tual, it is but natural that a materialist should discern only those
with which he is acquainted, and remain blind to any other.

The following illustration will make this clear to every intellec-
tual reader. ' ' .

When we speak of light, of heat and sound, and so on, what do
we mean ? Each of these natural phenomena exists per se. But for
ug it has no being independently of our senses, and exists only to
that degree which is perceived by a sense corresponding to it in
us. Without being in the least deaf or blind, some men are
endowed with far less acute hearing and sight than their neigh-
bours; and it is a well known fact that our senses can be deve-
loped and trained as well as our muscles by exercise and method.
It is an old axiom that the sun needs an eye to manifest its light;
and though the solar energy exists from the first flutter of our
Manvantara and will exist to the first killing breath of Pralaya,
still, if a certain portion of that energy did not call forth in us
those modifications that we name perception of light, Cymmerian
darkness would fill the Kosmos and we should be denying the very
existence of the sun. Science makes a distinction between the
two energies—that of heat and that of light. But the same science
teaches us that the creature, or being, in which the corresponding
external actions would cause a homogeneous modification, could
not find any difference between heat and light. On the other
hand, that the creature, or being, in which the dark rays of the
solar spectrum would call forth the modifications that are produced
in us by the bright rays, would see light there, where we saw
nothing whatever.

Mr. A. Butlerof, a professor of chemistry and an eminent
scientist, gives us many instances of the above. He points to
the obervations made by Sir John Lubbock on the sense of colour
in ants. It was found by that distingnished man of science, that
ants do not allow their eggs to remain subjected to light, and
carry them off immediately from a sun-lit spot to a dark place.
But when a ray of red light is turned on those eggs (the larv),
the ants leave them untouched as though they were in complete
darkness : they place their eggs indifferently under a red light or
in utter darkness. Red light is a non-existent thing for them:
as they do not see it, it is for them darkness. The impressions
made onthem by bright rays are very weak, especially by those
nearest to the red—the orange and yellow. To such rays, on the
contrary, as light and dark blue and violet—they seem very
impressionable. When their nests are lit partly with violet and
partly with red rays, they transfer their eggs immediately from
the violet on to the red field. To the ant, therefore, the violet
ray is the brightest of all the spectral rays. Their sense of colour
is therefore quite the opposite of the same sense in man.

But this contrast is still more strengthened by another fact.
Besides the rays of light, the solar spectrum contains, as every
one knows, the so-called heat rays (for red) and the chemical (for
violet). We sec however neither the one nor the other, but term
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b‘oth of them dark rays:while the ants perceive them clearly.
For, as soon as their eggs are subjected to the action of those dark
rays, the ants drag them from that (to us) quite obscure field on
to the one lighted by the red ray : therefore, for them, the chemical
ray s violet.  Hence says the professor— Owing to such a
peculiarity, the objects seen by the ants must ap?)car to them
quite different from what they seem to us ; those insects find
evidently in nature hues and colours of which we haye not, nor can
lmve,.the slightest conception. Admit for one moment the exi;t-
ence 1n nature of such objects as would swallow up all the rays of
t}ll)e'j solar spectrum, and scatter only the chemical rays: theso
gh gl?t:eiv;lg(:]{;mam tnvisible to us, while the ants Wogld perceive

And now, let the reader imagine for one moment the following :
that there may be a possibility within the powers of man wi%h'
the help of secret sciences, firstly of preparing an ¢ object”’ (call
it talisman if you will) which, detaining for a longer or short‘er
period the rays of the “solar spectrum” on some one given point
will cause the manipulator of it to remain invisible to all becausa
he places himself and keeps within the boundary of the’chexnic;xl
or “ dark” rays; and secondly—reversing it, to become enablefl
to see in nature by the help of those dark rays that which ordinay
men, with no such “ talisman” at hand, can never see with t};eir
natural, naked eye! This may be a simple supposition, or it
may be a very serious statement, for all the men of science’know ‘
They protest only against that which is claimed to be superna,tural.
above or outside their Nature ; they have no right to object to the
acceptance of the supersensuous, if shown within the limits of
our sensuous world.,

The same holds good in acoustics. Numerous i
have shown that ants are completely deaf to the Zgiird‘;atiﬁz
we hear; but that is no reason why we should suppose that
ants are deaf. Quite the reverse; for taking his stand on his
numerm;ls ol;lserva,tlons, the same scientist thinks it necessary to
P q (14
t?ic};)c]?;p:otu;e’t e ants hear sounds, “ only not those that are percep-
. Every organ of hearing is sensitive to vibrations i i
ity, butin cases of diﬁeregnt creatures such ra,piditie: fngl;’;f; I:;Is):;i—
not coincide. And not only in the case of creatures quite diﬁel:erl‘yt:
from us men, but even in that of mortals whose organisations im
peculiar—abnormal as they are termed—either naturally, or throu, h
trammg_.* Our ordinary ear, for instance, is insensible t(; vibratio%ls
surpassing 38,000 a second, whereas the auditive organ of not onl
ants but some mortals likewise—who know the way to secure iliz -
tympanum from damage, and, that of provoking certain correlations
1 ether—may be very sensitive to vibrations exceeding by far thé&
38,000 in a second, and thus, such an auditive organ —abnormal
only in the limitations of exact science,—might na.tu;‘ally enable
1ts possessor, whether man or ant, to enjoy sounds and melodies in

* The case of Kashmiri natives and especially girls who work i
given in Isis. They perceive 300 hues more than Europeans do, on ishawls ia
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nature, of which the ordinary tympanum gives no idea.” “There,
where to our senses reigns dead silence, a thousand of the most
varied and weird sonnds may be gratifying to the hearing of
ants,” says Professor Butlerof,* citing Lubbock ; and these tiny,
intelligent insects could, therefore, regard us with the same right
as we have to regard them—as deaf, and utterly incapable of
enjoying the music ef nature, only because they remain lllSBLlSlble
to the sound of a gun, human shouting, whistling, m}d 50 on.

The aforesaid instances sufliciently show that the scientist’s know-
ledge of nature is incapable of coinciding wholly and entirely with all
that exists and may be found in it. Even without tresPassmg.on.other
and different spheres and planets, and keeping strictly within the
boundaries of our globe, it becomes evident that there existin it
thousands upon thousands of things unseen, unheard, and impal-
pable to the ordinary human senses. But let us admit, only for thesake
of argument, that there may be—quite apart from the supernatural—
a science that teaches mortals what may be termed supersensuous
chemistry and physics; in plainer langnage—alchemy and the
metaphysics of concrete not abstract nature, and every d‘l‘ﬁlcu]by
will be removed. TFor, as the same Professor argues— If we
sce light there, where another being is plunged in darkness ; and
see mothing there, where it experiences the action of the light
waves ; if we hear one kind of sounds and remain deaf .to-another
kind of sounds, heard, nevertheless, by a tiny insect—is it not as
clear as day, that it is not nature, in her, so to say, primeval
nakedness, that is subject to our science and its analysis, but
simply those modifications, feelings and perceptions that she
awakens in us ? Itis in accordance with these modifications onl,y
that we can draw our conclusions about external things and nature’s
actions, and thus create to ourselves the image of the wgrld.sur-
rounding us. The same, with respect to every “finite” being :
each judging of the external, only by the modifications that are
created in him (or it) by the same.” ]

And this, we think, is the case with the materialist : he can judge
psychic phenomena only by their external aspect, and no modifica-
tion is, or ever can be, created in him, so as to open h.ls' insight to
their spiritual aspect. Notwithstanding the strong position of those
geveral eminent men of science who, becoming convinced of izh.e
actuality of “ spiritual” phenomena, so-called, have become spiri-
tualists ; notwithstanding that—like Professors Wallace, Hare,
Zéllner, Wagner, Butlerof—they have brought to bear upon the
question all the arguments their great knowledge could suggest
to them—their opponents have had, so far, always the best of them.
Some of these do not deny the fact of phenomenal occurrences, but
they maintain that the chief point in the great dispute between
the transcendentalists of spiritualism and t.he matgr'mhsts 18
gimply the nature of the operative force, the primum mobile or the
power at work. They insist on this main point : the spiritualists
are unable to prove that this agency is that of intelligent spirits of
departed human beings, 80 as to satisfy the requirements of exact

# Scientifie Letters. X.
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science, or of the unbelieving public for the matter of that.” And,
viewed from this aspect, their position is impregnable.

The theosophical reader will easily understand that it is imma-
terial whether the denial is to the title of “spirits” pure and
simple or to that of any other intelligent being, whether human,
sub-human, or snper-human, or even to a Force—if it is unknown
to, and rejected @ priori by science. For it seeks precisely to limit
such manifestations to those forces only that are within the domain
of natural sciences. 1In short, it rejects point blank the possibility
of showing them mathematically to be that which the spiritualists
claim them to be, insisting that they have been already demon-
strated. - o

It becomes evident, therefore, that the Theosophist, or rather
the Occultist, must find his position far more diflicult than even
the spirvitualist ever can, with regard to modern science. For it
is not to phenomena per se that most of the men of science are
averse, but to the nature of the agency said to be at work. 1f, in the
case of  Spiritual” phenomena these have only the materialists
against them, not so in our case. The theory of ¢ Spirits” has only to
contend against those who do not believe in the survival of man’s
soul. Occultism raises against itself the whole legion of the Acade-
mies ; because, while putting every kind of ““Spinits,” good, bad and
indifferent, in the second place, if not entirely in the back-ground,
it dares to deny several of the most vital scientific dogmas; and in
this case, the Idealists and the Materialists of Science, feel equally
indignant; for both, however much they may disagree in personal
views, serve under the same banner. There is but one science, even
though therearetwo distinct schools—theidealtstic and the material-
tstic; and both of these are equally considered authoritative and
orthodo in questions on science. Few are those among us who
clamoured for a scientific opinion expressed upon Occultism, who
have thought of this, or realized its importance in this respect.
Science, unless remodelled entirely, can have no hand in occult
teachings. Whenever investigated on the plan of the modern
scientific methods, occult phenomena will prove ten times more
difficult to explain than those of the spiritualists pure and simple.

It is, after following for nearly ten years, the arguments of
many learned opponents who battled for and against phenomena,
that an attempt 1s now being made to place the question squarely
before the Theosophists. It is left with them, after reading what
I have to say to the ond, to use their judgment in tho matter, and
to decide whether there can remain one tittle of hope for us ever
to obtain in that quarter, if not efficient help, at any rate a fair
hearing in favour of the Occult Sciences. From none of their

- members—I say—not even from those whose inner sight has com-

pelled them to accept the reality of the mediumistic phenomena.

This is but natural. Whatever they be, they are men of the
modern science even before they are spiritualists, and if not all,
some of them at any rate would rather give up their connection
with, and belief in, mediums and spirits, than certain of the great
dogming of orthodox, exnct science. And they would have te give
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up not a few of these were they to turn Occultists and approach
the threshold of THE MYSTERY in a right spirit of enquiry.

It is this difficulty that lies at the root of the recent troubles of
Theosophy ; and a few words upon the subject will not be out of
season, the more so as the whole question lies in a nut-shell.
Those Theosophists who are not Occultists cannot help the investi-
gators, let alone the men of science. Those who are Occultists
work on certain lines that they dare mot trespass. Their mouth

is closed; their explanations and demonstrations are limited. -

What can they do? Science will never be satisfied with a
half-explanation. : }
To know, to dare, to will and to remain silent—is so well known
as the motto of the Kabbalists, that to repeat it here may perhaps
seem superfluous. Still it may act as a reminder. As it is, we
have either said too much, or too little. I am very much afraid it
is the former. If so, then we have atonéd for it, for we were the
first to suffer for saying foo much. Even that little might have
placed us in worse difficulties hardly a quarter of a century ago.
Science—I mean Western Science—has to proceed on strictly
defined lines. She glories in her powers of observation, induction,
analysis and inference. Whenever a phenomenon of an abnormal
‘nature comes before her for investigation, she has to sift it to its
very bottom, or let it go. And this she has to do, and she cannot,
as we have shown, proceed on any other than the inductive
methods based entirely on the evidence of physical senses. If
these, aided by the scientific acumen, do not prove equal to the
task, the investigators will resort to, and will not scruple to use,
the police of the land, as in the historical cases of Loudun, Salem
‘Witcheraft, Morzine, etc. : the Royal Society calling in Scotland
Yard, and the French Academy her native mouchards, all of
whom will, of course, proceed in their own detective-like way to
help science out of difficulty. Two or three cases of “an extreme-
ly suspicious character” will be chosen, on the external plane of
course, and the rest proclaimed of no importance, as contaminated
by those selected. The testimony of eye-witnesses will be rejected,
and the evidence of ill-disposed persons speaking on hearsay
accepted as “ unimpeachable.” Let the reader go over the
20 odd volumes of de Mirville’s and de Mousseau’s works, embrac-
ing over a century of forced enquiry into various phenomena by
science, and he will be better able to judge the ways in which
scientific, often honourable, men proceed in such cases. -

What can be expected then, even from the idealistic school of
science, whose members are' in so small a minority. Laborious
students they are, and some of them open to every truth
and without equivocation. Even though they may have no
personal hobbies to lose, should their previous views be shown
to err, still there are such dogmas in orthodox science that even
they would never dare- to trespass. Such, for instance, are their
axiomatic views upon the law of gravitation and the modern
conceptions of Force, Matter, Light, etc., etc. \ E :

At the same time we should bear in mind thé actual state
of civilized Humanity, and remember how its cultured classes
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stand in relation to any idealistic school of thought, apart from
any question of occultism. At the first glance we find that two-
thirds of them are honey-combed with what may be called gross
and practical materialism. '

“The theoretical materialistic science recognizes nought but
Substance. Substance is its deity, its only God.” We are told that
practical materialism, on the other hand, concerns itself with
nothing that does not lead directly or indirectly to personal
benefit. “ Gold is its idol,” justly observes Professor Butlerof ¥
(a spiritualist, yet one who could never accept even the elementary
truths of occultism, for he ““ cannot understand them.”)— A lump
of matter,” he adds, “ the beloved substance of the theoretical
materialists, is transformed into a lump of mud in the unclean
hands of ethical materialism. And if the former gives but little
importance to inner (psychic) states that are not perfectly demon-
strated by their exterior states, the latter disregards entirely the
inner states of life...The spiritual aspect of life has no meaning
for practical materialism, everything being summed up for it in
the external. The adoration of this external finds its principal
and basic justification in the dogmas of materialism, which has
legalized it.”

This gives the key to the whole situation. Theosophists, or
Occultists at any rate, have nothing then to expect from material-
istic Science and Society.

Such a state of things being accepted for the daily routine of
life,—though that which interferes with the highest moral aspi-
rations of Humanity cannot we believe live long,—what can we
do but look forward with our hopes to a better future ? Mean-
while, we ought never to lose courage ; for if materialism, which
has depopulated heaven and the elements, and has chosen to make
of the limitless Kosmos instead of an eternal abode a dark and narrow
tomb, refuses to interfere with us, we can do no better than leave
it alone.

Unfortunately it does not. No one speaks so much as the
materialists of the accuracy of scientific observation, of a
proper use of one’s senses and one’s reason thoroughly liberated
from cvery prejudice. Yet, no sooner is the -same privilege
claimed in favour of phenomena by one who has investigated
them in that same scientific spirit of impartiality and justice,
than his testimony becomes worthless. “ Yet if such a number of
scientific minds,” writes Prof. Butlerof, “accustomed by years
of training to the minutest observation and verification, testify
to certain facts, then there is a primd facte improbablity thab
they should be collectively mistaken.” ¢ But they have and in.
the most ludicrous way,” answer his opponents ; and this time we
are at one with them.

This brings us back to an old axiom of esoteric philosophy :
“nothing of that which does not exist somewhere, whether in the
visible or invisible kosmos, can be reproduced artificially, or even in

human thought.”

# Scientific Letters, X,















































































































