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THEN it became known, in 1892, that I wished to retire from
office, five offers were made me by kind friends to give me a

home and support during the rest of my life ; among them the Raja
of Pakur, then a stranger to me personally. From Bhagalpur my
itinerary of the present tour took me to Rajmahal, where I stopped
for the day and lectured, and thence to Pakur, this gentleman’s
place, where I was cordially welcomed by him and his Dewan, Babu
Patiram. I slept at the station and lectured at the Raja’s High
School, but I had so many engagements booked that I had to hurry
away at 5-30 A.M., on the 27th (February), to Berhampur (Bengal),
the seat of that once super-excellent Branch, led by Babu Dinanath
Ganguly, Government Pleader, and his colleagues, Satcori Mukerji,
Kali Prasanna Mukerji, Nafar Das Roy and the others whose
names are so well known in our Indian history and who got
their inspiration originally, in 1882, from their then Ileader,
the late Nobin Krishna Banerji, one of the strongest and most
devoted men we ever had in the So\ciety. On the present occasion
I was to preside at the celebration of the Eleventh Auniversary of
the Branch, an event to which I looked forward with pleasure. It
is one of the delights of one’s inspection tours to meet with
Branches which are full of enthusiasm and anxious to do their
uttermost to help on the movement; this compensates for the
depression one feels when in contact with other groups whose
interest is intellectual and fervour not yet aroused. In India, it is,
as I have often remarked, wonderful how much of the power for

* Four volumes, in series of thirty chapters, tracing the history of the
Theosophicai Society fromits beginnings at New York, have appeared in the
Theosophist, and two of the volumes are available in book form. Prices : Vol. 1.,
cloth, illnstrated Rs. 3-12-0, or paper, Rs. 2-8-0. Vol. IL,, beautifully illustrated with
views of the headquarters, Adyar; cloth, Rs, 53 paper, Rs, 3-8-0. Apply to the
Manager Theosophist or to any Theosophica_\ book agency thraughout the world,
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good and usefulness ina Branch depends upon having one strong
man for leader. Iet him be ordered by Government to another
station and the ashes of indifference soon cover over the live coalg
of activity which his exainple had kept flaming, Only this very
‘morning I have read ina Madras paper that the * Theosophical
enthusiasm ” in a certain large town was dying out since the de.
parture of the gentleman who had headed the group at its forma.
tion and had led it from good deed to good deed until now, making
it one of the most influential centres in the Kmpire. This isun.
pleasant and yet nothing to be surprised at, since human society,
the world over, is composed of masses and classes led by afew
strong personalities. The more one mixes with public men and
parties the plainer is this ‘fact perceived. Our own movement has
afforded ample proofs, and of a character that really were surprising:
the Judge secession, for instance, a movement based on no more
substantial foundation than falsehood and vulgar ambition. As for
the phase it now presents, thatis beyond words to express; a fall
into intellectual slavery that must be seen to be believed. And of
people who were in search of the Higher Self, of that supreme
wisdom which makes man a god in power after self-develop:
ment, and the condition of which latter is the bursting of all tram.
mels of servility, the rising inch by inch by struggle and self-reli-
ance. Can the reader see, then, what it means to become an
Adept, or wonder that such an evolution is so rare that the existence
of such beings is to most men a mere intellectual surmise? Let us,
then, prize those who show any quality of leadership in this great
sociological movement, and make the most of them while they are
fit and ready to work, '
- Berhampur was reached at 1 p.M,, o the same day, and a most
kind and brotherly address was read to me. 7The Branch public
function came off at 7-30 the next morning, and Mr. Edge rejoining
me during the day, we both lectured at the Theatre Hall iu the
evening to a large audience of both nationalities. The next morn-
ing I opened the T. S. Library and Reading Room and had the
pleasure of announcing that that philanthrophic lady, Maharani
Surnomoyee, whom the late Queen Victoria so much respected and
who was affectionately called by her compatriots the Lady Burdett
Coutts of India, had given Rs. 300 towards the Library. My lec-
ture that evening was on « Occultism, true and false” und, whether
drawn by curiosity or not, to know something about that subject or
only to see me, I cannot say, but there was scarcely a resident
European absent. My visit ended with this function and on the
next morning Mr. Edge and I left for Calcutta, where Dr. Salzer
had his usual welcome ready for us.

A strong fever attacked Mr. Edge and made him very ill during
the next few days, but was finally hroken up by Dr. Salzer with the
soth Dilution of Natrum Muriaticum (sea salt), in which the

e —






580 'i‘ixe Theosophisf. fJuly

sence of fifty or sixty visitors, he made others. In his case it did not
seem like mere “ muscle-reading,’”” but the perception of the agent’s
thought. Writers upon these interesting psychical experiments
have not made the mention they deserve of a series of demonstrations
of the thought-reading power which were made at Yale University
in the year 1873 or 1874 in the Sheffield School of Science, under
the direction of Prof, W. H. Brewer. The percipient was a young
American named Brown, whom I met and once tested myself. It must
be confessed that one of his feats excels any that have since been
recorded by experimenters. At the Sheffield School a wire was carried
from the cellar to the amphitheatre in the top story, with enough
slack there to reach across the room. The thought transmitter, ze.,
the person whose thought was to be read, was stationed at the
cellar end of the wire and Brown held the otherend upstairs, The
gentleman formulated the thought, if my memory serves me—itis
now nearly thirty years ago—that Brown should make a mark on a
blackboard and then lay the piece of chalk in a certain place.
Under the observation of the committee of scientists the latter held
the end of the wire against his forehead, was seized with a nervous
shivering, ran hither and thither, still holding the wire, and finally
went to the blackboard and did what was mentally ordered by the
“agent.” Where is the muscle-reading here ? Prof. Brewer published
a report of the experiments at the time and it was widely copied
and commented upon in the press. Of course, even this wonderful
test is far less important than the multitudinous feats of thought-
transference that are recorded in the literature of clairvoyance, but
tor materialistic skeptics it is more satisfactory as having been made
in a School of Science under the direction of University Professors,
and with the substantial wire as a piece de conviction. It is acom-
fort to such to have a wire to hang one’s ideas upon to ripen in the
sun of common-sense ! Yet, what had the wire to do with the thing
after all; is metallic wire a:;conductor of thought? What would
Marconi say ? |

On the 28th I had a letter from Mrs. Besant telling me that she
would be able to come out to India, which of course gave us all
great pleasure,

A chance seemed to offer itself at this time to acquire the
Maha-bodhi stupa and some 3,000 bigahs of adjacent laud by pur-
chase from the Tikari Raja’s estate, the presumed owners of the fee
The Honorary Pleader of the Maha-bodhi Society at Gya, Mr, Nund
Kissore Lal, conveyed this idea to me in a telegram and I at once
communicated with Dharmapala. A wealthy Burman was said to be
ready to give Rs. 1,00,000if the shrine could be bought—so I was told
by Dharmapala. Private negotiations were accordingly entered into
and all was proceeding peacefully until the Governtnent of Bengah
or in other words, Mr. Cotton—whose son was engaged as cout’
sel for the stubborn Mahant of Buddaha Gya—came to know of it
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The next thing we learnt was that a peremptory order had been given
to the European Manager of the Tikari Raj underthe Court of Wards,
that he should not sell the piece of property in question to the
Buddhists on any cousideration. This seemed to me an impertinent
and unjust meddling in a perfectly blameless business transaction,
and I could not help suspecting the motive which prompted the
order, However, that chance was lost aud the monstrous injustice of
debarring the Buddhists of the world from owning their most sacred
and most famous shrine was continued, Worse than that, the Sivite
Mahant had allowed Buddhist images to be defiled, and had
smeared some with forehead caste-marks as though they were
Hindu idols : this after the Buddhists began to bestir themselves
to regain possession of the shrineand to cover an empty pretext
that Buddha Gya was a Hindu place of worship. As I went farther
and farther in the case I became thoroughly disgusted with the view
it presented of religious hypocrisy masking private greed. Mean-
while both Dharmapala and his legal adviser wrote so encouragingly
that 1 determined to go over to Burma and see what the chances
were for securing the purchase money. On reaching Rangoon, on
the 11th April, it did not take long to convince me that nothing
was to be hoped for in that matter : the whole body of middlemen
—Burmese merchants—in the rice trade were just then in the grip
of a European syndicate, and were in a way to lose all their
savings. So, after stopping with our dear friend Mr. Moung
Hpo Myin twenty-four hours, 1 sailed for Calcutta in the s.s,
“Canara,” After a three days’ run, 1 got there on the 15th and with
Dharmapala went over the whole Maha-bodhi question. Thence,
by train the next evening to Bankipur, where our Gya attorney met
me at the house of Mr. Guruprasad Sen, the great lawyer, editor
and politician. Together we threshed out the case, agreed upon a
course, and on the following day I returned to Calcutta. That
same night I slept on board the P, & O. s.s. ‘ Bengal,”” which left for
Madras early on the foliowing morning. I reached home on the
25th after an absence of only sixteen days.

When we first settled at Adyar some of our leading Indian
members urged us to buy the next estate to us on the Western
side, so as to have residential conveniences for friends when they
came to town. It was a large mausion, originally the residence
of Lord Elphinstone when he was Governor of Madras, and around
it a park of over an hundred acres. The price asked was very
moderate and the money could then have been raised, for that was
in the days when the worship of H. P, B. was active and there
was always the off chance of seeing phenomena. But the
scheme did not recommend itself to my practical instinct and I
refused, The property lay empty for some more years, but at last
was bought by the Brotherhood of St. Patrick and made into an
orphanage for boys, since which time the work has been earried oy
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NIV, of the first Volume, and the case is so thoroughly argued that
I must refer the reader to the book itself. One thing is certain, so
far as I am concerned, 1 got my Theosophical education while
helping her to write it.

As the World’s Parliament of Religions was to meet at Chicago
in the following September, and as it had been arranged that our
Society should participate in it, [ deputed the Vice-President, Mr.
Judge, to represent me officially, and appointed Mrs. Besant, special
delegate to speak there on behalf of the whole Society. How great
a success it was for us and how powerfully it stimulated public
interest in our views will be recollected by all our older members,
Theosophy was presented most thoroughly both before the whole
Parliament, an audience of 3,000 people, and at meetings of our
own for the holding of which special halls were kindly given us. A
profound impression was created by the discourses of Professor
Chakravarti and "Mrs. Besant, who is said to have risen to unusual
heights of eloquence, so exhilarating were the influences of the
gathering, Besides these who represented our Society especially,
Messrs. Vivekananda, Gandhi, Dharmapala, representatives of the
Hindu Vedanta, Jainism and Buddhism respectively, captivated
the public. who had only heard of the Indian people through the
malicious reports of interested missionaries, and were now astounded
to see before them and hear men who represented the ideal of spirit-
uality and human perfectibility as taught in their respective sacred
writings. Said one Chicago editor: ‘“ We have been for years
spending millions of dollars in sending missionaries to convert
these-men, and have had very little success; they *have sent over a
few men, and have- converted everybody.” From a report which
Mrs. Besant made to a London paper I cite the following conclud-
ing paragraph:

“ The Theosophical Concress as said one of the leading Cliicago
papérs, wasia rival of the Parllament itself-iri: the interest it excited.
The plan of the Department of Religion was a. good one. Each
body strong enough to- hold omne, had a congress of its own on one
or niore days, fixed by the committee; in addition to this, chosen
speakers occupied one session in presenting the views of their body
to-the Parliament. The Theosophical Society was given two days
for its congress, the evening of the second day being devoted to the
presentation of Theosophy before the Parliament. The hall origi-
nally granted to it seated about 300 people, but it was so densely
packed before the first meeting opened, that the managers gave us
another hall seating about 1,200, This was promptly filled, and at
each succeeding session the crowds grew, filling passages and pack-
ing every inch of room, until at our fifth session two adjoining halls
were offered us, and we held two overflow meetings in addition to
our regular session. The sixth session was the presentation of
TheosoPhy to the Parliament, and some 3,000 people gathered ina
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regards duration—the presens —will alone remain ; so that whatever
the mind directs its attention upon, it will immediately become
fully cognisant of, in much the same manner as it now is of what-
ever may pass before the immediate sense-perceptions. To put this
in other words, there will, for the mind, be neither a past nor a
future-—we shall not merely #4ink about things of the past time,
scenes and incidents of the long ago, or what were the events of
past ages and the state of the world then ; nor shall we, as now,
merely speculate about the future and endeavour to forecast it by
probabilities and other more than uncertain means ; for by that time
we shall be in possession of a mental instrument which will once for
all do away with those uncertainties, If thereis anything in the
gradual increase of intelligent perception which thewhole of the
evolutionary process shows to have been the rule, we appear to be
sufficiently warranted in assuming such a conclusion ; but doubt-
less we caunot forecast to anything like the extent which our per-
ceptions will eventually reach ; simply because at present we lack
the power to understand that for which our mental apparatus is
unfitted ; since up to that understanding it is not yet developed.

At the point in our evolution which we are now occupying, we
endeavour to reach this omnipresent perception in a very partial
and necessarily imperfect manner; and yetthe means we adopt
now, like the scales which the child practises in learning music,
are the exercises by aid of which we shall eventually develope facul-
ties superseding present appliances. As it is now, we seek to cognise
the past by the means of history and research, and are too often
more or less baffled by these uncertain guides—thus having always
to be revising our conclusions and revamping our theories as each
new fact is slowly ascertained, and fights its way into acceptance
against the prejudices and the efforts of those who, not looking
far enough, are always seeking for finality where there can be none;
and thus endeavouring to prevent further progress by . forging fet-
ters for it out of that already gained. How often do we not hear the
silly remark, ““ If yougo in for this sort of thing, where are you going
to stop ?” But nature and the law of Evolution do not contemplate
any such stoppage, except it may be for rest, and in order to sort
over and put in form that which we have gained ; so as to be ready
with the more advantage for some further-forward movement when
the time comes for it to re-commence,

As for the present, we are most of us aware how little we really
know concerning it; and how vastly much there is which we might
further know, if only life were long enough and our daily necessities
permitted—and this alone seems a good enough argument, if one
were needed, to show that our reincarnations must always lie upon
this earth-plane so long as there is anything more to be learned
from it. With most of us, the present means just the assimilation
of so much as formerly we may have cultivated the capacity to,

2
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perceive ; for the ability to receive and assimilate truth is, like
every other faculty, one which is developed only by experience,
How many times must we return to this earth, before we shall
have gained all the experience which it hasto offer ! Our conscious-
ness has expanded up to the present point through a long and
slow evolution, and it has developed means of cognisance which are
doubtless large in their way ; but their limits are, upon a very
little examination, most painfully apparent.

Take, for instance, the faculty of memory. According to what
we are told by those who have made a study of the subject, there
was a time when it was a thing very much less developed than at
present—in fact, it was so limited that it would not reach back to
even the previous days. From that point it has expanded and
evolved until it is now nearly capable of recording the major portion
of one lifetime ; but let anyone try the simple experiment of at-
tempting to recall the events which were passed through in earliest
infancy, and the mind will only present a blank by way of answer
to this effort. Or let the attempt be made to sort over the recol:
lections which seem to crowd the mind from, let us say, oue's
tenth year ; and endeavour to put these down in cousecutive order,
filling up all the gaps—the attempt will, as everyone knows, be
complete failure. This is because the faculty of memory is as yet
but partially developed, and is quite unequal to the task proposed to
it. For though not one single item of one’s whole life experience
has in reality been lost, but is all stored up in what hypnotists call
the sub-conscious self, and Theosophists the Ego; yet the brain-
instrument is but partially responsive to the vibrations received
thence—evolutionary processes have not yet made it sufficiently
responsive to enter into that great storebouse and take thence the
full measure of what it might have were it capable of so doing.

But if it be true that evolution has done so much for the faculty
of memory, and is yet to do more—then, since it has 1eached the
point where we begin to be able to recollect the entire details of the
present life, what, after that shall have been fully completed, may
we expect will follow ? Obviously, since all memories are stored in
the Ego asa centre of the amount of consciousness we have been
able to awaken, so in the series of lives which stretch backward from
the present, it is a clear inference that in the future there is reserved
to us the faculty of recollecting all those lives, as now we do with
the present one only.

Returning to the present, however, with its limitations, we can
nevertheless discern indications that a great expansion of our
means of cognisance is possible—all those things which now we
perceive by instrumental aid, for instance, might be cognised with"

out such help, if we had bhiit senses sufficiently evolved, Which
means, that in us there are lying latent the faculties which shall i
course of time render all our telescopes, microscopes, telegraphs
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the end that its own experience may be its only guide, and thus the
sole means to its further and further expansion. And this appears
to be the only hypothesis which affords some rational explanation
and reason for the state of things we see about us—the only theory
which is at all points in accord with the facts, and therefore the only
one which deserves to be accepted, in default of one more perfect.
We have taken a very brief glimpse at the course of its evolution
from the degree which is seen in the affinities of the atoms up to
that which it exhibits in man—thatis, upto the point where material.
ists, considering the five senses as the limit of perception, and in
contravention of the law of Evolution, claim that for the present it
ends, They do not admit any greater degree of consciousness than
that which average humanity now exhibits; and apparently they do
not look for more than this—only anticipating that its means of ex-
pression along present lines shall reach further perfection, But, as
seen in the foregoing, it has passed through many different phases;
and it by no means follows that the last of these has been reacled,
or that we can from its present phases lay down the axiom that it
can go no further.

Man, as at present seen, is thus but the latest expression which
the consciousness takes; and this, divided among millions of
different instruments scattered over cur particular world, is now,
and has been for many a million years past, engaged in probing
and examining the effects which ensue from its own activities,
When it has fully exhausted this enormous field of experience and
research, it will doubtless take other and higher forms. By aid of
these if will pursue similar paths, gradually expanding its in-
struments and methods; and thus proceed onward in getting rid of
limitation after limitation, in a course to which we can see no end.

But what men are to the world upon which they exist, so are
those other worlds, with which space is crowded, to the universe.
And as all men differ from each other in so many ways, whilst still
preserving a general resemblance—so all these worlds, which we see
have a general similitude, are yet very different each from each.
They doubtless represent so many different steps in the ladder of
progressive consciousness—so many different degrees of its mani-
festation; and the collective consciousness of each world may be
looked upon as so many separate beings, each of whom has gone
through many different phases before reaching that one where it
is now. Asman has his days of work and his nights of rest—his
whole lives of activity upon the present objective plane, and his

resting intervals upon the subjective—so have each and all of these
worlds, ex-Aypothesis, had their similar phases. Like men, they
have their periods of work and of rest—their summers of bloom and
their winters of torpidity, as wesee in the vegetable world-—and like
all that exists, they come into being and pass out of physical exist-
ence when their time comes. Aud if the vast and innumerable




1902.] Evolution and Consciousness. 589

streams of humanity are to the earth like the sands of the seashore
for multitude, so are the numbers of the celestial orbs to the illimit-
able space which is their playground and their field of action.
They play their part in the manifestation of the great All-Conscious-
ness upon a vast scale, where man does the same upon a smaller
one, and thus each, in its special degree, is doing the same work
more or less. As man is to his particular phase of manifestation, so
are the worlds to their variousaspects of it ; and as the worlds are to
each other in this respect, so are the magnificent suns, the same
great analogy extending throughout the whole manifest plane, as
likewise before and behind it into we know not what realms of
nature which are unseen and unknown to us in the present state of
our evolution,

It is to this great extension in the philosophical field that we
are now to look in the most modern phase of thought; for the field
of scientific investigation along the old familiar lines has been
carried into such minute detail that it can- scarcely go very much
further and be of gteat use in doing it. When science reaches this
stage—where its great leading motives are swallowed up and lost
sight of in a mass of prurient detail and disputation—there
always happens some great revolution in thought and a corres-
ponding departure in action; and it appears as if we are now
upon the very brink of such an ome. We begin to glimpse new
fields of research and new aspects of thought and of nature,
filled with vast possibilities hitherto unthought of except in that
forni:of expression 'which ‘intuition prompts us to make use of
in the absence of certain knowledge—and which the prosaic world
calls romanee. But the rémance of the past is often the actuality of
to-day ; as the romance of the present may become the solid fact of
the future, We can idealise only those things which either have
been in the past, or which shall be in the future ; for as all rational
idealising consists in the mere variation and combination of real
things in ways which the mind alone can suggest, so, as the mind is
the origin of all things, nothing which we can imagine is so entirely.
fictitious as never to be possible of occurrence in some degree. We
all know how the half-knowledge of some occurtence often makes it
seeth incredible and false, when more extended information verifies
it throughout ; and hence the present state of our powers of compre-
hension often makes that appear false, which by a more extensive
means of knowledge will be seen to be true.

So 1t is that occult science, so long looked upon by many as the
wildest of all crazy delusions, may yet come to be generally recog-
nised as the truest of all science—nay, as being the very basis of all
that we now possess in the way of knowledge. For the name occult
science only signifies the science which is hidden and unseen by the
world-in general at its present state of development—and there-
fore simply means the science of the futyre, which must necessarily
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be unknown to most of us now. Therefore those who study occult-
ism are simply the people who study to learn that which for the pre-
sent the externals of things cannot supply ; but which, as lying at
the basis of all, may not the less be found by those who will diligent.
ly seek for it. And if it is anywhere to be found, surely it must he
sought in the study of consciousness, as being the one element
which lies beneath all manifestation—the one great reality of which
all else is but the temporary expression, The true occultist is there.
fore the truest and closest student of nature ; and thus all students
of nature are occultists in so far as they may endeavour to penetrate
to the root of things, and are not merely occupied in observing the
relations of external nature and the material world. For this latter,
being an evolutionary product, must be forever changing its rela-
tions ; and thus the exact definition of these as they may exist ata
given moment in the infinitude of time, cannot be true forever—
nor can the philosophy which is founded upon such relations be
otherwise than of the same temporary kind ; although it must of
course contain a certain amount of absolute truth, or it could not
have any actual value.

And it is probably because the world begins to recognise this
sort of distinction between the external and the internal—between the
outward materialistic science and the inward occult philosophy—it is
on account of its recognition, more or less perfect, of such a distinc-
tion, that,occultism begins to be the more sought after ; while the col-
lective consciousness of the mass is ever ready to seize upon, and, in
some degree endeavour to assimilate, that which the individual units
of our world so often despise and contemn. But as those who study
occultism are engaged in a research which, from its abstruse and
recondite nature, is out of the reach of the great bulk of people as
the world is now constituted, so it cannot be understood except by
the few who may have been able to escape the general lot far enough
to do so; and thus occultism and occult things will always, in our
time, be more or less the subject of attack and ridicule by the
others, who do not know that they are thus attacking the very
source of all knowledge, and running counter to the very purpose of
their own being. So rapid, however, is the progress of knowledge
in our day, that the prejudice against occult study at present is
nothing like so great as it was only twenty years ago; for as one
after another of the old landmarks of science begin to lose their im-
portance in the light of more recent discoveries, so the certainty of
the grounds of attack which were formerly relied upon becomes
more and more doubtful ; and consequently the opposition less
and less determined. If anyone had claimed, some twenty years ago,
that it would be possible to see through a deal-board, and takea
photograph of things enclosed in a light-tight box, he would imme-
diately have been proclaimed a fraud; and some wiseacre would
have been forthcoming who would (no doubt !) most conclusively
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of truth, of virtue, of consideration for others, of justice, and of that
integrity of character which we may sum up as humaneness, is sq
sad and pitiable, and so fraught with evil consequences. Men iy
the mass are being accounted as mere machines to be utilised for
the accomplishment of their selfish ends, and not as kindred to be
aided and stuiccoured on life’s pathway by their more favoured
brethren,

It is not our purpose to dwell upon this undesirable aspect of
evolution by commercialism, or one might fill in many pictures of
a most direful character, but a thousand illustrations will occur to
every one who has casually studied the subject, Thata crisis is
approaching ; that the present strained conditions cannot endure ;
that radical changes in the vital principles of our civilisation ; that
what may almost be described as a revolution in the direction
of outward activities in the flow of the mental and physical
energies of mankind is approaching, and is mnearer than
many realise, is, we believe, most certain, And here the question
arises,  What form is the new era of civilisation to take ? ” That it
will be a stepping forward and onward, and not backward, the newly
awakened activities among all the leading nations ofthe earth is,
I think, a guarantee,

This new trend of thought and its incipient outcome among
the leading European nationalities is referred to by Mrs. Besant in
her valuable little book “on Dharma,” pp. 63-4, as follows :—* Weare
now on the path towards unity, we are approaching nearer and near-
er to each other. We must now unite in order to grow further, The
purpose isthe same though the method has changed in the evolution
through the ages. The public conscience is beginning to recognise
that not in separateness but in unity there lies the true growth of a
nation. We are trying to substitute arbitration for war, co-opera-
tion for competition, protection for the weak for trampling them
under {oot, and all this because the line of evolution now goes toward
unity and not toward separateness. ..... The world is on the upward
trend, although thousands of souls may lag behind. The ideal now
is for peace, co-operation, protection, brotherhood and helpfulness.
The essence of sin now lies in separateness.”

“ Separation,” says Mrs, B., “is the mark of descent into matter,
and unification is the mark of the ascent to spirit,” When further
on we treat the subject of war, we shall find this statement some-
what inconsistent with the position which Mrs. B. takes on that
subject in other parts of the volume,

We are finding in the great movement which is generally
known as Socialism, that men are everywhere awakening to the
perils of the spirit of commerce run mad : they perceive that the
old idea of peaceful commerce through the interchange of the prod.
ucts of varied climes, is entirely changed and rapidly passing
away, That this undesirable change has been largely brought
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about by the economic laws governing production, and its exchange,
through the rapid means of transit ; resulting ina fierce internecine
war, affecting with its selfish spirit all who engage in it, from the
great steel and copper trusts to the petty retailer of household
necessaries ; from the Railway Corporations and Tammany rings to
the seller of u bicycle, the ‘sweaters’ and the keepers of low lodging
tenements, and houses of ill-fame. Every city, township and vil-
lage settlement, form centres of fierce competitive warfare, wherein
the helpful convenience of the community has small place. Whose
problem appears to be, how most neatly to sell those with whom
the concerus of trade are transacted,

That these evils so rapidly ripening before our eyes are
preparatory to a great onward movement of an altruistic as opposed
to a selfish aini, of a unifying as opposed to a disintegrating ten-
dency, is most apparent ; and also that social and national changes
are looming ahead in the near future, which shall bring about con-
ditions wherein progress on moral and spiritual lines will be render-
ed possible to multitudes to whom they are now practically denied,
is the silver lining which heraids the dawning of brighter times,

We have spoken of competitive commercialism as warfare, for
such in truth it is. We will now direct attention to a consideration
of war itself, and the War Spirit which has also undergone a rapid
and remarkable revival in recent times. The modern revolution in
the production and distribution of the materials of commerce, has
accompanied, and to a large extent created, the growth and revivi-
fication of the War Spirit: and also given impetus to the rapid crea-'
tion and development of the immense land and marine armaments
under which the nations suffer, as well as of a spurious patriotism,
which is entirely antagonistic to such ideals of human concord and
brotherhood as are promulgated by all good men, however diver-
gent their ideas in many directions, This revival of militarism is
utilised entirely in the interests of commercialism as represented
in the great capitalistic and speculating corporations, who very
largely influence the policy of cabinets ; who direct, control and
absorb the profits connected with mining, manufacture and distri-
bution of the earth’s products. A conspicuous example of the co-
operation of these two great factors in modern life is seen in the in-
ception and conduct of the late deplorable Boer war: the smallest
losses in which were the hundreds of millions sterling, and the tens
of thousands of lives which have been sacrificed. The moral degra-
dation of the British peoples through means of this war is
beyond all calculation ; and from a national point of view there is
nothing to place in the other balance. It is an evil business, viewed
from any and every aspect; a disgrace and shame to the name of
Englishman.

The great international movement which is manifesting itself
under varied forms, the most prominent of which are socialistic
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under varying phases, carries within itself the principles which in
their application will uproot and destroy this incubus of the nations,
this irrational and cumbrous mode of adjusting their differences,
War is anti-christian in spirit, inhuman in action, always re-action-
ary, tending backward to barbarism, degrading and brutalising
those who use it and obstructing their normal evolution. Of course
there is no evil force but in the marvelous laboratory of Nature is
made to answer some wise purposes, to yield some good and benefi-
cent results, not excepting war. And it needed just such an exhi-
bition of its futility to answer any of the ends which are supposed
desirable of attainment as have been evidenced in South Africa, to
awaken the dull and deadened national conscience regarding its
brutality, and to arouse the intellect to a perception of its utter futil-
ity, and the useless expenditure of blood and treasure which it
involves.

Let us give a little attention to the position taken by the
Christian Teacherand Master, Jesus, in regard to war. One is often
astonished when considering the little we know of His simple life,
and of His teaching and actions which may be claimed as illustra-
ting his ideas, and the position which he took on this question,
and comparing them with that of those who bear His name. All
the great churches and the greater part of the smaller sects into
which Christendom is divided, either entirely ignore, or actively
oppose, the letter and the spirit of His declarations and personal
action in regard to war. Perhaps in no direction has the teaching
and practice of the Christian church been more glaringly opposed
to that of Jesus than that of bearing arms. He taught non-resistance
to evil ; the church teaches and practices aggressive warfare, prays
for, and blesses the combatants, appealing to the god of war to give
them success, however unjust the cause in which they are engaged,
leaving this which should be its chief concern, to secular govern-
ment.

I think we must admit the socialist’s claim to Jesus, in so far
as His outward life and teaching is concerned, as an exemplar of
their position ; as the first modern socialistic leader and teacher.
And I think that we caunot hope for the more spiritual side of his
character and teaching to be generally understood and appreciated
until Christendom is obedient to that phase of His teaching which
has been given to the world ; the nature and tendency of which we
have ample evidence in the synoptic Gospels; more particularly as
laid down in the so-called ¢ Sermon on the Mount,’” of St. Matthew,
and illustrated in the parables of St. Tuke.

In studying the outward history of the Christian Church and its
faith, one is surprised to find so little on this important phase of
the teaching of its founder. War, so far as we have been able to
trace, has never been even condemned in the abstract by any sec
tion of the orthodox church. Yet not only is the teaching of the
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subjected to relentless persecution ;* thousands were thrown into
pestilential jails and subjected to privations, hunger, disease and
death., Fox himself endured great hardships, and passed years in
confinement in various parts of England.

These persecutions were inflicted on them, not on account of
their religious beliefs, but chiefly for refusing to bear arms against
King and Church on the one hand, or Puritan and dogma on the
other., An enumeration taken soon after the Restoration revealed
the fact that 4,200 were in the various prisons at that time.

In those days many from among all social classes joined them ;
and with others, the young aristocratic courtier William Penn
was ¢ convinced,” and sought admittance to the Society. In an inter-
view with Fox, pointingto his sword he asked, *“ What shall I do
with this ?” Geo., Fox replied, “ Wear it as long as thee canst,
William.” On the next occasion of their meeting it had dis-
appeared from his side.

When the early settlements were made by the English on the
eastern coasts of the North American continent, thousands of the
native Indians were ruthlessly murdered by Episcopalian and Puri-
tan alike, Penn, in consideration of a debt due from the impecunious
Charles II., received a charter granting full powers to colonise,
administer and govern the present state of Pennsylvania, and it
is a well-known historical fact that he took a new departure in his
policy and treatment of the native tribes. He eschewed the old
methods of war and retaliation, went staff in hand to the Indians
and concluded a treaty of peace and amity with them, which was
unbroken for seventy years.

The Society of Friends, who claim Fox as their founder and
chief apostle, amid all the changes of later times, have held stead.
fast in their adherence to those peace principles which they received
from him. During the American civil war many of them endur-
ed great hardships and suffering on account thereof.

In the British Empire and the U. S. A. there are upwards of
100,000 adherents to the principles of Geo, Fox in regard to war;
who refuse military training, or to take any part in war, or the
manufacture or supply of any necessaries pertaining to it. There
are also some religious sects in Russia, the Doukhobors and others,
who have through a long series of years, suffered persecution,
imprisonment, banishment and death for their persistent adherence
to the same principles. )

While it is a tenet with international Socialists, that upon the
practical adoption of their principles war will have no raison d'etre,
and that all occasion for it will cease, I am not aware to what ex-
tent they refuse niilitary service : but their chief ideas on social
questlons are said to very largely permeate the German army. The

* 1t is to the honor of the Protector, Cromwell, that he, as far as he was
able, prevented, or mitigated these persecutions,
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adoption of the principles of peace and arbitration is greatly to be
desired, and is most certainly a step in advance of the great
body of Christendom, and should commend itself to all who helieve
in human brotherhood as a forward and upward step in evolutlon
as the herald of the Kingdom of the Prince of Peace,

MRs. BESANT'S VIEws oN WAR.

In the little work on ¢ Dharma ’ from which we have already
quoted, in treating of the ancient caste system of India, pp. 41-3 and
elsewhere, Mrs. Besant incidentally discourses of war. I have care:
fully read and re-read these passages, but always with increased dis-
satisfaction with the views on war which are therein expressed. It
has always seemed to me that on this subject our dear friend and
revered teacher allows her enthusiasm for the ideals of Ancient
India, to lead her into a line of special pleading for this monstrous
evil, which is calculated—coming from one whose valued teaching
carries so great weight with many—to seriously affect, if not to
rivet in their minds, the old immoral ideas regarding war. Ideas,
from which we are slowly, yet none the less surely escaping.

Of the place of the warrior caste in the old Indian civilisation
it would be unbecoming of me to say anything. But when, as it
appears evident from an impartial reading of these passages, a plea
is made to Western peoples, or even to the India of to-day, in :con-
donation of war, and for the recognition of a place for it in our
civilisation, I am obliged to enter a protest. When Mrs. B. says,
“ War is terrible, fighting is shocking, our hearts revolt from it, and
we shrink before the anguish of mutilated and mangled bodies,”
we are with her most heartily : but when she continues, *“Toa
great extent this is because we are utterly deluded by form
etc.,, etc,” through the paragraph, pp. 41-2, we pause, and re-
membering the words of another Seer, “ What, know ye not that
your bodies are temples of God’s Holy Spirit which dwelleth in
you ? ’ we ask, can it be right to take these bodies into a battle-
field where men and horses are mingled in a carnage of blood and
death ; where the worst passions of our common humanity are
aroused to a high tension and in a very large degree dominate the
consciousness; where every possible deception is practised
to bring the enemy within range of the deadly Ilyddite shell and
terribly destructive repeating rifle, and the one dominant thought
is, to kill, kill, kill ?

All this deadly and brutalising business of war might perhaps
be somewhat condoned, were the cawse in which it is engaged a just
one, but when and where is such a plea valid ? Some go so far as to
assert that it is impossible that any war can be either just or right-
eous, And if we could fully and fairly view all sides of the matter
in every instance where force has been resorted to, I believe that
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THE COLOMBO T.S.

‘I'he President of our Colombo Buddhist Brauch cabled me on the
17th ultimo, the congratulations of the members on the occasion of the
celebration of its twenty-second Anniversary. The Branch was formed
by the President-Founder in 1880, during the memorable tour in Ceylon
which the two Founders and a united committee of the Bombay T. S.
made, and which was the beginning of the present Buddhist revival.
The faithful leaders of the Colombo Branch deserve the respect and
thanks of their colleagues throughout the world, for the persistence,
despite numberless obstacles, which they have shown in carrying on
the Society work, and their unswerving fidelity to their religion and to
the uplifting of their nation.

H.S. 0.

NEW BRANCHES.
EUROPEAN SECTION.

A charter was issued on May 28th to James H. Duffell, F. A. John-
son, J. T. Perry, B. Old, W. E. Dawson, J. V. P, Mitchell, I&. C. Smith,
A. Scotti, E. Johnson, S. Bartram, A. Wilkinson, S.De Welles, H. B.
Dawson and G. I’. Davis, to form a Branch of the Theosophical Society
at Nottingham, England, to be known as the Nottingham Branch.

BERTRAM KEIGHTLEY,
General Secretary.
SOUTH AMERICA.

1 take pleasure in informing you of the foundation of a new Branch
of the T. S. at Valparaiso, Chili, denominated * I.ob-Nor,”” the charter
having been issued on April 4th. The President is Dr. Eugenio
Morizot, Plaza Pinto 17, Valparaiso ; the Secretary is Mr. Pedro Car-
vajal, Rios Casilla, 750, Valparaiso.

LUIS SCHEINER,
Presidential Agent.

FRENCH SECTION.

The following new Branches have been chartered in this Section : —
“Maya’ at Marseilles, on the 1oth March, 19o2. Pres.,, M. Bruno Maurel
29a Rue Curiol ; Sec’y, M, Jean Bonnin ; Treas., M. Vatere Bernard.

* Fraternité” at Marseilles, on March 23rd ; Pres., M. Dianoux, 32
Grand Chemin d’ Aix ; Vice-Pres., Mme. Fabre ; Treas. M. Ch.Banquis;

“ VEffort,” at Bordeaux, on March joth; Pres., M. René. André.

V. PI;QS., M. Emile Marcault ; Treas., Mme. G. Dufan, 61 Rue Tondandége

TH. PASCAL,
General Sccrelary.

AMERICAN SECTION,

Des Moines T. S., Des Moines, Jowa, and Olympus ILodge, T. S.
Spokane, Wash., have dissolved, and their charters have been cancelled.
The number of Branches on the American roll is now 71.

ALEXANDER FULLERTON,
General Secrefary.

ITALIAN SECTION.

The following Brauches have recently beeun chartered : at Naples on
April 20th, the *“ G. B, Vico’’ Lodge of the T. S.; Pres., Guiseppe Rino-






Tne GoLDEN RuULES oF BUDDHISM.

COMPILED FROM THE
NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN BUDDHIST SCRIPTURES
BY

H. S. OLCOTT, P.T. S.

A new and enlarged edition of this jewel-box of the Buddha's moral

precepts is in the press and will be ready very soon.

Orders booked now at the price of 4 as., postage 1 anna.

NOW READY

Mrs. BESANT’S Convention Lectures of December
27, 28, 29, and 30, 1901, at Adyar.

THE RELIGIOUS PROBLEM IN INDIA

Embracing discourses on Isiam, Jainism,
Sikhism and’ Theosophy.

Price 15 annas; Postage 1 anna.

Apply to The Manager,
“Theosophist” Office, Adyar, Madras.

JUST OUT.
The 6th Edition of “Isis Unveiled.”

This first great work by H.P.B.—an ‘epoch-making’ one—is
still in demand, and no Theosophist’s library is complete without it.
Another edition of this Master Key to the Mysteries of ancient and
modern Science and Theology has recently been issued by Bouton of
New York and Quaritch of London ; 2 Vols. 8vo. |

Price, Rs. 32, Postage 12 annas.












