- - >3,

A MONTHLY JOURNAL DEVOTED TO ORIENTAL PHILOSOPHY, ART, LITERATURE AND OCCULTISM: EMBRACING
MESMERISM, SPIRITUALISM, AND OTHER SECRET SCIENCES.

Vor. I. No.

2.

BOMBAY, NOVEMBER. 1879

SPECIAL NOTICES.

1t is ovideut that the Turosorusst will offer Lo advertisers timusual ad-
vantages in circulation. We bave already subscribors in every part of
lodia, in Ceylon, Burmuh, sud on the Perelan Gulf. Our paper also goos
to Great Britain, France, Germany, Hungary, Grocece, Hussia, Coustanti-
noplo, Egypt, Australin, and North und Soutlh Amwrica.  The following very
modorate ratos have been ndopted

ADVERTISING RaTES

First inscrtion.........16 linos and under 1 Rupee,
For each additional line. .. e 1 Auna.

Spacoe is charged for at the rate of 12 lines to the inch. Specisl arrange-

ments can bo mude for large advertisemonts, and for longer and tixed

poriod:.  For further information and contracts for adrertising, apply to

Miessis. COOPER & Co.

Advertlding Agents, Buuksellors and Publishiers, Meadow Street, Fort,
Bowb.y.

To SUBSCRIBERS.
¢ The Subscription prive at which the Turosormsr is published bare.
1y covors cost --the desigu in establishing tho journal baving lLieen rather
to reach o very wido circle of veaders, than to make a profit.  Wo cannot
utfurd, thoreforo, to seud specimen copies free, nor to supply libraries, so-
ciotics, or individuals gratuitously. For the same reason wo are obliged
to adopt tho plan, now universal in Americn, of requiring subscribers to
Rmy in advauco, and of stopping tho paper at tho end of the term paid for.
Many yeurs of practical experienco has convinced Western publishers that
this aystom of cash payment is the best and most satisfactory to both
partics ; aud ull respectable journals are now conducted ou this plan.
¢n° SBubxcribors wishing a printed receipt for their remittances must
send stanips for return postage.  Otherwise acknowledgements will be mado
through tho journal.

v ‘The Tieosorinst will appear each month. The rates,—for twelve
nmmbers of not less than 40 columus Royal 4to cach, of reading matter, or !
450 columns in all--are as follows :—To Subscriberz in any part of India, :

Its. 8 por annwn ; in Ceylon, Bs 7 in the Straits Settlements, Chiua, Japan,
and Australiu IRs. 8 ; in Africa, Europe, and the Unitod States, £1. Half
yonr (ludin) Rs. 4; Single copies anuas 12, Remittances in postal stamps
st be at tho rate of annas 17 to the Rupee to covor discount. The above
rates include postago.  No name will be cntered on the bonls or paper sent
walil the moncy s yemitted ; and invariably the puper will be discontinued
wt the erpivation of the term subscribed for. " Remittances should be made in
Money-orders, Uundis, Bill cheques, (or ‘I'roasury bills, if in registered
lattors), and made payable to the Yrorrizrons or tiue Turosormst, 108,
Girgaum Buck Road, Bombay, Tudin.

ATty : New York, 8. R. Wells & Co., 787, Broadway ; Boston, Mass,

Colby and Rich, 9, Montgomery Place ; Chicago, I, J. C. Bundy, 92, La
Salle 8t Amoricun subscribers may also ordor their papers through W. Q.
Judge, Enq., 71. Broadway, New York.

Coylou : Isatc Weeresooriya, Deputy Corouer, Dudanduwa.

THE THEOSOPHIST.

BOMBAY, NOVEMBER 1sr, 1879.

* No attention will be given to anonymous letters.  Com-
munications of every nature must be signed, asa guarantee of
good faith, Names will not be disclosed without permission,

Persons having business with the Editors or Publisher
will please apply at the new office, which has been fitted
up in the wm]muml of the Theosophical Society’s Library,
adjoining the Head-quarters residence. The peon in at-
tendance will answer questions and report the names of
visitors,

Articles intended for insertion in the following number
o this journal, should reach the Editors by the 10th of the
current wonth, never later than the 15th, it avoidable,
A careful diserimination has to be exercised, and when the
selections ure once made, it is very inconvenicnt to change

them.  As wecannot obligate ourselves to return rejected
“communications, the authors will do well to preserve copies.

“ R i informed that his ertticis upon the unfair
treatment of natives in connection with the Civil Serviee
management of the Indian Govermment, though very able
land convincing, 13 unsuitable for these columms, Ours s
strictly a rehigious. philosophical. and  scientitic journal,
and it would be nnproper for us to cither diseuss politieal
questions ourselves or permit it to be done by others. For
the same reason, we must dechne the poem addressed to
Her Majesty, the Queen-Empiess, sont from Binoda State.

Numerous enguiries having been miade for books adver-
tised in last month's issue of  the Theosophist, we would
say that the proper course 1s cither to get some loeal hook-
scller to indent for them, orremit the price by Postal Money
Order to the Publishers divect. TPor subseribers whom it
would especially accommodate we will order bouks or jour-
nals without charging any extra commission, upon their
sending us the full advertised price, together with annas 5
for vverland postage, and extra stamps to pay for discount
when the remittance is in stanps.

Correspondents—cspecially  those living outside India,
but within the limits of the Universal Postal Union—
should know that manuseripts sent to this journal for pub-
lication are classificd as “ Legal and  Commercial - Docu-
ments,” and subject to very reduced rates of postage.  The
last Overland Mail brought us in a closed envelope, a con-
tribution _from  Eugland on which the sender had paid
Rs. 3-3; whereas, if he had merely wrapped it like a news-
paper and juseribed it ¢ Press MSS. for publication,” it
Dwould have come for two annas.

\ . . . .
| Before onr journal was published some natives—perhaps

Inot over friendly—expressed their ineredulity that the
i promise of the Prospectus wonld be kept at the appointed
[ time.  When it actually appeared, promptly on the day
fixed, they hinted that many such journals had been
hitherto started only to fidl before the year was out, and
leave their subsceribers to mourn their litting rupees.  For
the comfort of such doubters et us now say that the THro-
Fsorist will punctually greet its friends on or about the
first of cvery monthof the year of subscription. It was
started for u purpoese, and the honor of our Society is
pledged tor its accomplistinent. Betore even the Prospectus
was printed, the entire cost of the undertaking was provided
for irrespective of all considerations of  patronage.  But it
may surprise, as doubtless it will also gratity, editorial
fricnds who forewarned us to wait two years for the paper
to meet its own expeuses, to learn that they were false
prophets.

As regards our “hold iunovation™ of introducing the
Amcrican and Eaglish system of “cush payment in ad-
vance,” it would seem as it its superior merits have already
struck cven the Indian public. In tact it is no more agree-
able, and even less honorable, for o man to be dunncd
month after month for his petty wrrcarages to his publisher
than for his greater ones to his landlord. “Short puyments
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make long friends.”  The debtor is always the slave of the
creditor, and in the natural order of things comes to hate
him,as soon as the latter's necessities make him importunate.
BUDDHISTIC! EXEGESIS,

We' feel honored in being able to lay before Western
thinkers  preliminary  contributions  from —two of the
most eminent priests of the religion of Buddha, now living.
They - ar¢ H.-Sumangala, High Priest of Adam’s Peak,
Ceylon, the most venerated of Buddhistic monasteries ;
and Mohottiwatte Gunananda, superior of t]n,: Vihare
Dipaduttama, at Colambo, Ceylon.  The former 1s recog-
nized by Euwropean philologists ns t‘I-I(,’. most ]cn‘rnc(‘l of.
all the representatives of his faith s in fact, Dr. Muir of
udinbuwrgh recently ealled him a polyglot, so extensive
and aceurate is his knowledge of languages and philoso-
phies.  His eminence as an instructor is also, sho\\"n in his
aceapaney of the position of President of the Elu, Pali
and Sanskrit, College Vidyodaya.  As a preacher and
expositor of doctrine he is no Tess distinguished, while Tis
personal character is &0 pure and winsome that even
the bigoted cncmies of his religion vie with cach other
in praising him. In the year 1867 a synod of the Bud-
dhist clorgy, ealled to fix the text of the Sdtras and
DPitakas, was presided over by him. When it was deci-
ded to reorganize the Theosophical Society upon the basis
of a Universal Brotherhood of humanity, uniting men
of all creeds in an effort to spread throughout the world
the basic principles of a true religion, he cheerfully gave
his addhesion to the movement, and accepted n place in
the General Council 3 thus dignifying the Society and
securing it the gond will of Buddhists, the world over.
Far from agking that it should be giveu a scctarian cha-
racter and made a propaganda of Buddhism, he sent his
“respectful and fraternal salutation to our brethren in
Bombay 7 in his letter of aceeptance, and has shown from
first o last the disposition to assist unreservedly and cor-
dially our labowrs,

‘Who our other contributor is, the Christian world, or at
any rate that portion of it with which the Missionaries in
Ceylon have relations, very well know,  For years he has
heen the bhravest, subtlest, wisest, and most renowned
champion of Buddha’s Doctrine, in Ceylon,  Six, or more,
times he has met the chosen debaters of the Missionaries
hefore vast assemblages of natives, to discuss the respective
erits of the two religions, and was never yet worsted,
In fact, it is only too evident in the admissions of Christian
papers that he silenced his adversaries by his searching
aualysis of Bible history and doctrines, and  his exposition
of the Law of Buddha. A pamphlet edition of the report
of one of these great debates was published at London and
Boston, two years ago, under the title * Buddhism and
Christianity Face to Iface,” which should he read by all
for whom the subject has an interest.  We are promised a
translation of another similar debate from the careful veport
made ab the time in the Sinhalese language,  In all, Priest
Mohottiwatte—or, as he is popularly termed in Ceylon,
Megittwiratie—has preached over 5,000 discourses upon the
Buddhistic religion, and devoted the whole strength of his
noble heart to his sacred mission.  His interest in our
Socicty is as sincere as Sumangala’s, and his avdor in pro-
moting its influence characteristic of all he does.  He has
no reluetance whatever to eobperate with our Aryan, Brah-
manic, Parsi, Jain, and Hebrew members in carrying on
our work, “We feel happier than can be deseribed,” he
writes, “to learn about the cordial receptions given you by
the brothers in London and by the unatives of India. 1
aan sorry that, without putting my congregation .and my-
self to great inconvenience, T can not be present in person
at the meeting with Swami Daydnund, But I enclose a
lettber signed by the Revd, Sumangala, the High Priest,
and myselt, recording our unqualified approbation of your
kind suggestion to place us as representatives of our faith
in your Oriental Couneil”™ T another letter to Col. Oleott
he says, “ We are rejoiced to know that such a learned, good

{

awd influential gentleman as Daydnund Saraswati Swauni,
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is every way favorably disposed towards y ‘
as these two worthily cxemplify the divi
Sakhy: Muni. : L : o
In the whole exjeriénce of the officers of the Theoso-'
phical Society, no incident has -been - mére. cheering and:.’
delightful, than the. friendliness with which "their "ad-
vimees have been met by the Buddhists. If we had'
been brothers long separated, our greeting could not have
been warmer,  Says the venerable Chief Priest Sumana-! |
tissa, of the Paramananda Vihare, ncar Point de Galle_—'
now in his sixty-sixth year~—To use an Oriental simile,
1 and my many disciples anxiously wait your arrival, ad a-
swarm of peacocks joyously long for the downpour of a
shower.”  We trust that our duties will permit us before
long to meet all onr Sinhalese brothers, in person, and
exchange congratulations over the encouraging prospects
of our peaceful humanitarian mission. ’

A THUNDER CLOUD WITH SILVER LINING.

“All comes in googl time to him who knows to wait,”
says the proverh,  The'small piitty of New York ‘Theo-
sophists who arrived nt Bombay eight months ago, tiad
searcely enjoyed the friendly greeting of the natives when
they reccived the most unmerited and bitter insult of an
aceusation of political intrigue, followed by a shower of
abuse and slander! We had coime with the best and
purest of intentiong—however utopian, exaggerated, and
even ill-timed, they may have seemed to the indifferent.
But lo! who hiath “believed our report ¥  Like Israel, the
allegorical man of sorrow of Isaiah, we saw ourselves for
no fanlt of ours “numbered with the. transgressors,” and
“bruised for the iniquities” of one for whose race we had
come to offer our mite of work, and were ready to devote
our time and our very lives. This one, whose name
must ucver pollute the columns of this journal, showed us
his gratitude by warning the police that we were come
with some dark political purpose, and accusing us of being
spies—that is to say, the vile of the vile—the mangs of
the social system. But now, as the last thunder-clap of
the monsoon is dying away, our horizon too. is cleared of its
dark clouds.,  Thanks to the noble and unselfish exertions
of an Fnglish fricid at Simla, the matter has been brought
hefore His Kxeclleney, the Vieeroy. The sequel is tol(f: in
the Allahabad Pioneer, of October 11th, as follows:

“ It will be remembered that in the beginning of this year their
feelings were deeply hurt on the occasion of a trip they made up-
country by an insulting espionage set on foot against them by the
police. It appears that some groundless calumny had preceded
them to this country, and that the police put a very clumsy con-
struction upon certain orders they received from Government res-
pecting the new wrrivals, However, since then the subject has
heen brought especially to the Viceroy’s notice, and, satisfged that
the Theosophists were misrepresented in the first. instanee, he has
given formal orders, through the Political Department, to the effect
that they are not to be any longer subject to interference.”

From the bottom of our hearts we thank his Lordship
for having with onc single word rubbed the vile stain
off our reputations, We thank Lovd Lytton rather than
the Viceroy, the gentleman, who hastened. to redress a
wrong that the Viceroy might have overlooked. The high
official has but done an act of justice, and would not
liave been wholly blameable if, under the temporary pres-
sure of political work of the highest importaince, he had
put it off to the Greek kalends, We lové to-feel that
we owe this debt of gratitude to the son of one whose
memory will ever be dear and sacred to the heart of every.:
true theosophist ; to the “son of the avthor of “ Zanoii,”
“ A Strange Story,” “The Coming Race,” and, the “ Hoube,
and the Brain ;7 one who ranked higher than any’ other
in the small number of  genuine mystical writers, for.
he knew what he was talking about, which i8 more than’
can be said of other writers in this départment of literature, .
Once more we thank Lord Lytton for having prompted
the Viceroy.. - S o T

And now, for the last time in these columng, as wé liopé, -
we will say o few words more it reference to this sad
page in the history of our Society.” We first wish to
thank - those many outside friends, us well as Fellows of -
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the Theosophical Society, who, regardless of the danger of
associating with strangers so much ostracized, kept true
to us throughout the long trial, scorning to abandou us
even at the risk of loss of employment, or of persqnal dis-
grace! Honour to them ; most gladly would we, were it per-
mitted, write their naes for the information of our Wes-
tern Fellows. But we can never forget, on the uther
hand, the two or three instances of shameful, cowardly
desertion, that have occurred. They were among those
who had talked the most, who had most loudly protested
their changeless and eternal devotion to us; who called
us “brothers” near and dear to their hearts; had offered
ua their houses, their carriages, and the contents of their
purges—if we would only accept them—which we did not.
At the first apprehension that idle ramour might become
a reality, these were the swiftest to desert us.  Oue,
especially, whose name we will refrain from mentiouing,
though we would have a perfect right to do so, acted to-
wards us in the most disgraceful way. At the first hint
tfrom an official superior, cowering like a whipped hound

-
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zation long anterior to the Greek—say from two to threc.

thousand years B. C"  Burnouf calls it the oldest forin of
.the cross lgnown, and affirms that * it is found personified
in the ancient religion of the Greeks nnder the figuro of
Prometheus “the fire-bearer,” crucified on mount Caucasuy
while the celestial bird—the Cyena of the Vedic hymns—
daily devours his entraile. Boldetti, (Osservazions L, 15,
p. 60) gives a copy from the painting in the cometery of
St. Sebastian, representing a Christian convert and grave-
d_xgger, vamed Diogenes, who wears ou both his legs and
right arm the signs of the Swasticu. The Mexicans and
the Peruvians had it, and it is found as the sacred Tau n
the oldest tombs of Egypt.

It is, to say the least, o strange coincidence, remarked
even by some Christian clergymen, that Agnus Dei, the
Lamb of God, should have the symbols, identical with
the Hindu God Agui. While Agnus Dei expiates and
takes away the sins of the world, in one religion, the God
Ayni in the other, likewise expiates sins against the gods.
man, the manes, the soul, and repeated sins; as shown in

before a danger more imaginary than real, he hastened to
repudiate not only his “ brothers,” but even to pointedly i
disclaim the remotest conneetion with the Theosophical
Society, and conspicuously published this repudiation in |
an Anglo-Vernacular paper !

To him, we have no word to say, but as a lesson fori
such others as in the future ay feel like imitating hiw,
we will quote these words of an English gentleman (not
the lowest among Glovt. officials) who has since joined -
our Society, who writes us in reference to this personage @

“If I were you, I would bless my stars that such a sneik
left our Society of his own accord befure he put us to the trou-
ble of expelling him.  Fulsus in uno, fulsus in omndbus. A Fellow
who, ufter pledgiug his word of honour *to protect the interest
of his Society, ‘also the honour of a Brother Fellow,” even *at
the peril of his life, (Rules, Art. [1.) breaksit and turns traitor |
without any other causs than his own shameful cowardice,
offers but a poor guarantee for his loyalty even to the Uovern-
ment that he has sworn allegiance to » |

In all their search after strong words to fling at it, our
enemmies never once thought of charging the ‘I'heosophical
Socicty with harboring and honoring poltrovns.

* The Theosophical Society requires no oaths,

83 it deems uo pledge wmore
binding than the word of honour. Ed. '

the six prayers accompanied by six oblations. ((‘olebrooke—-
Lissays, Vol. 1, p. 190).

If, then, we find these two—the (ross and the Five —
so closely assvciated in the esoteric symbolism of nearly

cevery nation, it 1s becanse on the combined powers of

the two rests the whole plan of the universal laws,
In astronomy, physics, chemistry, in the whole range
of natwral philosophy, in short, they always come out
as the invisible cause and the visible result : and only
metaphysies and alehemy—or shall we say metachemistsy,
since we prefer coining w new word 1o shocking skepti-
cal cars —can fully and  conclusively solve  the mys-
terious meaning.  An instance or two will suflice for
those who are willing to think over hints,

The Ceontral Point, or the great central sun of the
Kosmos, us the Kabalists call it, is the Deity. It 15 the
point of intersection between the two great contlicting
powers—the centripetal and centvifugal  forces, whiclr,
drive the planets into their elliptical orbits, that wake then
trace a cross in their paths through the Zodine, These
two terrible, though as yet hypothetical and imaginary
powers, preserve harmony and keep the Universe i stoady,
CROSS AND FIRE. jun('ensing motion ; and the four bent points of the

Perhaps the most widespread and universul among
the symbols in the old astronomicul systems, which have .
passed down the stream of time to our century, und have'!
left traces everywhere in the Christian religion as else- !
where,—are the Cross and the Fire—the latter, the emblen |
of the Sun. The ancient Aryans had them both as the
symbols of Agni. Whenever the ancient Hindu devotce
desired to worship Agni—says E. Burnouf (Science des
Roligions, c. 10)—he arranged two pieces of wood in the
form of a crpss, and, by a peculiar whirling and  friction
obtained fire for his sacrifice. As a symbol, it is called
S altiqq, qild, as an instrument manufactured out of u sa-
cred tree and in possession of every Brahmiu, it is known
a8 Arant.

The Scandinavians had the same sign and called it
Thor's Hammer, as bearing a mysterious magneto-clectric
relation to Thor, the god of thunder, who, like Jupiter
armed with his thunderbolts, holds likewise in his hand
this ensign of power, over not only mortals but also the
mischievous spirits of the elements, over which he pre-
sides. Iu Masonry it appears in the form of the grand
master’s mallet ; at Allahabad it may be seeu on the Fort
as the Jaina Cross, or the Talismuan of the Jaina Kings;
and the gavel of the modern judge is no more than this
eruz dissimulata—as de Rossi, the archwelogist calls it ;
for ‘the gavel is the sign of power and strength, as the
hammer represented the might of Thor, who, in the Norse
legepds splits a rock with it, and kills Medgar. Dr. Schlie-
mann founq jt in terrg cotta disks, on the site, as he be-
lieves, of ancient Troy, in the lowest strata of his excavations;
which indigated, according to Dr. Lundy, “an Aryan civili-

| Swastica typity the revolution of the Karth upon its axis.
Plato calls the Universe a “ blessed god " which wys mud-
i eirele and decussated in the form of the letter X. S0
much for astronomy. In Masenry the Royal Arch de-
gree retuins the cross as the triple Egyptian Tau. Tt is
the mundane circle with the astronomical cross upon it
 rapidly revolving ; the perfect square of the Pythagorean
“mathematics in the scale of numbers, as its occult mean-
ing 18 interpreted by Corunelius Agrippa. Fire is heat,
| —the central point ; the perpendicular ray represents the
cmale element, or spirit; -and the horizontal one the
\ female element—or matter. Spirit vivifies and fhractities the
| matter, and everything proceeds from the cential Point,
| the focus of Life, and Light, and Heat, represented by the
|tcrrestrml tira. So much, again, for physics and chemis-
try, for the field of analogies is boundless, and Universal.
Laws are immutable and identical in their outward and
inward applications. Without intending to be disrespect-
ful to any one, or to wander far away from truth, we
think we may say that there are strong reasons to believe
that in their original sense the Christian Cross—as the cause,
aud Eternal torment by Hell Fire—as the direct effect of
negation of the former—have more to do with these two
ancient symbols than our Western theologians are pre-
pared to admit. If Fire is the Deity with some beathens,
go in the Bible, Qod is likewise the Life and the Light
of the World ; if the Holy Ghost and Fire cleanse and
urify the Christian, on the other hand Lucifer is also
Eight, and called the “ Son of the morning star.”

Turn wherever we will, we are sure to find these cou-
joint relics of ancient worship with almost every nation
and peci})le. From the Aryans, the Chaldeans, the Zoroas-
trians, Peruvians, Mexicans, Scandinavians, Celts, aud aun-
cient Greeks and Lating, it has descended in its completeness
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to the modern Parsi. The Phamician Cabiri and the |

(treek Dioscuri are partially revived in every temple,
cathedral, and village church ; while, as will now be ghown,
the Christian Bulgarinns have cven preserved the sun
worship in full.

It is more than a thousand years since this people, who,
cmerging from obscurity, suddenly beenne famous through
the late Russo-Turkish war, were converted to Christiani-
ty. And yet they appear none the less pagans than they
were before, for this is how they meet Christmas and the
New Year's day. o thistime they eall this festival Sourj-
vaki, as it falla in with the festival in honour of the aneient,
Slavonian god Sourja.  In the Slavonian mythology this
deity—Sonrja or Sourva,—evidently identical with  the
Argan Surya—sun—is the god of heat, fertility, and abun-
danee.  The celebration of this festival is of an immense
antiquity, as, far before the days of Christianity, the Bul-
warians worshiped Sonrva, and conseerated New Year's day
to this god, praying him to bless their fields with for-
tility, and send them happiness wnd prosperity.  This
custom has remained among them in all its primitive

heathenisim, and though it varies according to localities,

vet the rites and ceremonies are essentially the same,
" On the eve of New Year'sday the Bulgarians do no work,
and are obliged to fast.  Young betrothed maidens are
busy preparing a large platiy (enke) in which they place
roots and young shoots of various forms, to each of which
a name is given aceording to the shape of the voot.  Thaus,
one means the “ house,” anothor represents the “ garden ;"
others again, the mill, the vineyard, the horse, a eat, a hen,
andd 50 on, according to the landed  property and worldly
possessions of the family.  Even articles of value such as
Jewellery and bags of money are represented in this cinblem
of the horn of abvndance, 0
ancient silver coin is placed inside the cake; it ir called
bibka and is tied two ways with a red thread, which forms
a cross,  This coin is regarded as the symbol of fortune,
After sunsel, and other ceremonies, including prayers
addressed in the direction of the departing luminary,
the whole faumily assemble about a large round table
culled paralyd. on which are placed the above mentioned
cake, dry vegetables, corn, wax taper, and, finally, a
large censer containing incense of the best quality to
perfume the god.  The head of the household, usually

the oldest in the family—either the grandfather, or the !

father himself—taking up the censer with the greatest
veneration, in one hand, and the wax taper in the other,
beging walking about the premises, incensing the four
corners, beginning and ending with the East, and reads
various invocationg, which close with the Christinn “ Qur
Father who art in Heaven,” addressed to Sourja. The
taper is then laid away to he preserved throughout the
whole year, till the next festival. It is thought to have
acquired marvellous healing properties, and is lighted
only upon oecagions of family sickness, in which case
it is expected to cure the paticnt.

After this ceremony, the old man takes his knife and
cuts the cake into ag many slices as there are members of
the houschold present.  Each person upon receiving his
or her share makes haste to aopen and search the piece.
The happiest of the lot, for the ensuing year, is he or she
who gets the part containing the old coin crossed with the
scarlet thread ; he is considered the eleet of Sourja, and
overy one envies the fortunate possessor.  Then in order
of importance come the emblems of the house, the vine-
yard, and so on; and according to his finding, the finder
reads his horoscope for the coming year. Most unlucky
he who gets the eat; he turns pale and trembles. Woe
to him and misery, for he is surrounded by enemies, and
has to prepare for great trials,

At the samo time, a large log which represents a fla-
ming altar, is set up in the chimney-place, and fire is applied
to it. This log burns in honow of Sourja, and is inten-
ded as an oracle for the whole house, If it burns the whole
night through till morning without the flame . dying out,
it 13 a good sign ; otherwise, the family prepares to see
tleath that year, and deep lamentations end the festival,
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Neither the momiree (young bachelor), nor the momnies
(the maiden), sleep that night. At midnight begins a series
of sooth-saying, magic, and various rites, in which the burn-
ing log plays the part of the oracle, A young bud thrown into
the fire and bursting with a loud snap, is a sign of happy
aud speedy marriage, and wvice wversa. Long after mid:
night, the young couples leave their respective homes, ‘atul
begin visiting their acquaintances from lhouse to house,
offering and receiving congratulations, and rendering thanks
to the deity. These deputy couples are called the Sour:
yakari, and ench male carries a large hranch . ornamented
with red ribbons, old coing, and the image of Sourja, and
as they wend along sing in chorus,  Their chant is as ori-
ginal as it is peculiar and merits translation, though, of
course, it must lose in being rendered into a foreign lan-
guage. The following stanzas are addressed by them to
those they visit, '
Sourva, Sofirva, Lord of the Searon,

Happy New Yenr mayst thou rend : .

Health and fortune on this houscholid,
Suecess and blesaings till next year,

With good crolpa and full ears,

With gold and silk, and grapea and fruit. ;

With Darrels full of wine, and stomachs full,

Yo and your house be blessed hy the Clod,.,

His blessing on yon all.—Amen ! Amen! Amen !

The singing Souryakari, recompensed  for their good
wishes with a present at every house, go home at carly
dawn...And this is how the symbolieal exoterie Cross and
Fire worship of old Aryavart go hand in hand in Chris-

Besides all these, a large and |

tian Bulgaria.......

THE MAN-SHOW AT MOSCOW,
By Her Kre'y N. A. Fadeyef, F.T'S.

Half Asiatie, white walled Mogcow, the time-honoured
i capitnl-metropolis of onr “ Sainted  Russial”-is just now
{ having the best of her fashionable modern rival—St. Peters:?
| burg, and even of the other capitals of Europe, If we
: mistake not, her present Anthropological Exhibition is the
first of the kind ever held, as it is also the most unique of
Lall expositions.  The design was to present at one view,
with the help of the geologist, palwontologist and ethno-
{ grapher, all that is known or suspected ag to the origin of
man and his history upon the plaiet; more particularly to
show the physical condition, the dress, manners, and customs
of the diverse races and tribes of the world, especially
those, so little known and studied yet, that- acknowledge
the sway of H.1.M.—our Czar.’

So problematical scemed tI¥ issue of this scientific enter-

prise, thot the eminent Russian naturalists who were itg
{»mjcctors kept their purpose very quiet fora time. They
id even decided, for fear of a failure, to make no display
of their invitations to various men of scienece, but, as soon
as the main preparations had been thoroughly achieved, to
privately send cards to a limited number of their colleagues
throughout Europe. Muscums were ransacked, and private
collections put under contribution, and the government
itself helped by sending specialists to various parts of the
Empire to collect information. And now the exhibition
has proved a thorough success.

The most interesting specimens in the palzontological
department are the implements and arms of the stone age—
the best being the private collections of Messieurs Anout-
chine, d "Assy, and Martillier. A magnificent specimen of
a well preserved skull of the man of the stone age, found by
Count Ouvarof at Mouromsk (government of Vladimir), and
n few of the bones of the skeleton, attract genern] attention
as being the first perfect specimens of that age ever found.
The interest is divided between these and the admirable
models of dolmens, the ancient tombs of the second neolitif
period of the stone age. The specimens of  the fossils of
the cave man, bear, boor, bull and deer, from thé eaves of
Swabia, sent by the Leipzic Anthropologico-Ethnogtaphi-
cal Museum (Museum fiir Vélkm'kumﬁz ), areé very firfe
also. Next to these in interest, but on an ascending seale, as
it touches directly the philanthropist as well as the ethivogra-
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pher, and may serve as a key -to unriddle the mystery of
many distinct and strange characteristics of the peoples of
the world, are the models of the cradles and infant head-
dresses of nearly all the nations and tribes—civilized as well
a8 savage. The full details of the ways of nursing a baby
from its birth, are given here. Cradles of most various forms,
—Russian, Georgian, Tartar, Persian, Red Indian of Ame-

_rica, Asiatic, Australian and African—most of them con-

trived 80 as to give a certain form to the head of the grow-
ing infant; and the curious tight-fitting head-dresses,
crowd.a whéle compartment. Beginning with the narrow
aperture of the Georgian Caucasian cradle, which compres-
ses the head so as to prevent its growing in breadth, but
forces its growth upwards that the papaha (fur cap)
might fit it the better, and down to the bourrelet of the
Bordelese of Southern France, which made a famous French
anthropologist who has just delivered a lecture upon
the effects of these various modes, affirm that this custom,
while throwing a mass of -good singers and artists upon
the world from Bordeaux, Ead prevented their raising one
good scholar in that part of his own country—all the fash-
10ns are represented here; - little manikins lying in the
cradles, and manikin mothers attending on them.
The whole intérior of the vast Exhibition Hall is made
to resemble a gigantic grotto, divided by two hillocks, re-
resenting in inihiature the various strata of our earth’s
formation ; while each of a series of immense squares,
presents a scene of some geological period—fancy and hy-
pothesis having, as a matter of course;. had a la,rge share
in the arrangement.. The glory of this charming plan
belongs to M. Karneief, our celebrated architect. And
now, thanks to his ingenious idea, in one square, the pub-
lic can stare at cleverly executed manikins of the men of
the bronze age, with tzeir implements ; in the next, at the

: Rresuma.ble inhabitant of the glacial period, crouched near

is den, in dangerous proximity to the fossil elephant and
cave-bear. At the foot-of one of the hillocks is a pond,
fed by the waters of a small cascade which falls from the
top of the adjaining rocks, and in it sports a huge plesi-
osaurus, in company with other antediluvian monsters.
All these are- most cleverly executed automata. Over
the slimy surface of artificial banks, creep, crawl and
wriggle strange organic forms of the Devoman time; the

. motion being given to them by a clever mechanism of

wires, wheels and springs. The idea suggested by these
varieties, including the gigantic mastogon, the walking
fish, and rude reptilian birds, is that the main concern of
all was, on the one hand, to devour, and on the other, to
escape from being ‘devoured, by their neighbours. The
“ s'urv}i]val of the fittest” is, in short, the ‘ lay sermon’ they
preach. - R

The living types of Turanian tribes and races——inhabi-
tants of- Siberia and other far-away provincessof Asiatic
Russia—aro also creating a regular furore.  Every people
and nation is represented here—either by living specimens
or dressed figures—so true to life in every- particular that

this has led to the most ludicrous mistakes in the -public.

An artificial woolly-headed Kaffir glistening like a freshly
blackened boot, glares at a living Zulu who threatens him
with his assegai; and, close by, a living wiry Afghan, fol-

lows with a sort of dreamy gaze the ever moving stream |.
' which | ;

of ladies and gentlemen, belonging to a civilization
he neither appreciates nor admires. - \
Curious specimens of the Aborigenes of ‘Siberia attract
the general attention. Here we see the Samoyedes of
the
Ostiaks of the river Yenisei. - The barbarous Bashkir, the
mild Yakoot, and the Kirgheez from the dreary steppes of
Irtish and Ishim. The . Calmucks, clean and' shining
in their gold-cloth. chalats, caps, and long queues of
hair ; the tribes of Sagai, Beltires, Beruisses and Katchi-
nes;  the Mongolian Bouriats of lake Baikal, and the

‘Tunguses from the frontiers of China. .Great hunters and

the most civilized: among all these tribes, these Siberian
Nimrods are now exhibited together with the fire-arms of
their. own manufacture. Next come the pastoral, horse
and - cattle breeding. nomads—the Tartar-looking Tun-

orth Western parts. of the land of exile;and the|-

ses’; and the Esquimaux Tchookchis, with their neigh-

ours, the Coriaks. All these-are distributed in several
large compartments, living in their respective tents and
dwellings, and surrounded by a scenery familiar to each,
anfl even by the animals they have been accustomed to.
For, living and stuffed specimens of the reindeer, the
roebuck, the elk; of the wild sheep, and the arctic or
stone fox ; of sables, ermines, martens, marmote and squir -
rels, are brought, together with the whité bear, the wolf,
and the lynx. Even the patient camel has found room
in a corner, where he shares his food with the strange
looking spotted little white horse of Siberia.

As, of all the nations of the world, the tribes of Nor-
thern Siberia are the least known, I may as well des-
cribe some of the most curious of their strange ways,
customs, and religious beliefs. The information was all
derived from the catalogues of the Exhibition, and the
official Reports of the men of science purposely sent to
these far-away countries, and eye-witnesses. Let us begin
with

" THE INTRACTABLE SAMOYEDES,

who will not be converted to Christianity, do what the mis-
sionaries may. - Their multicolored fchoum (tent), the
number of small bells decorating the dresses of their chil-
dren, and their own parti-coloured queer garments, pro-
voke the admiration of the Moskvitch. funny anec-
dote is told of himself by Professor Zograf, who travelled
last year among these people for the purpose of col-
lecting his data. While on the peninsula ‘of Kaninsk,
desirous to ascertain the average height of this people,
he began by measuring an old Samoyede. Seeing this,
his friends took into their heads that his operation had
something to do with recruiting soldiers, and raised an
outery ; pouring upon the man of science a shower of choice
half-Russian and half-vernacular abuse, which was follow-
ed up with a volley of stones. They confiscated his
reindeer and luggage; and would have killed him but
for his presence of mind. Taking out a revolver he show-
ed them that it could kill five men at once. Then they
got their revenge out of his collection of insects and rep-
tiles. Every drop of the spirits-of-wine in which the spe-
cimens were kept having been drunk, they became very
caressing, t.enderg' stroked the Professor’s beard, and then,
as he narrates himself, began dancing around him, repeat-
ing in chorus : “ Pig, pig...Russian pig!...Black beard!...
Pig 1...Dog, good o%d dog!...” until finally they fell around
him in promiscuous heaps, dead drunk. One ¢ld Samo-
yede lay there insensible, with an empty bottle in his hand
and the remains of a magnificent “ collection of insects ”
strewn over his mouth and breast...Before his departure
from the turbulent tribe Mr. Zograf had another adventure.
The old hostess .of the fchoum he was allowed to inha-
bit for the consideration of a barrel of whiskey, saw him
once washing his face with a piece of rose-coloured gly-
cerine soap. Imagining it to be a universal panacea
against every mortal ailing, she begged of him and re-
ceived a piece. At this moment her husband, happening
to enter. the fchowm, snatched the soap from his wife’s
hand, sniffed it, and remarking that it “stank good,”—
swallowed it as if it had been a piece of pork!
Let us move on further, to the far, far North, toward
the river Lena, where live scattered about in solitary
groups, the Yakoots. A piteous tribe, that, and -
: A DREARY, NEVER-THAWING, ICY LAND !

In its Southern portion there is a semblance of Summer
sometimes; but in its northern regions the sun, though it
never sets during a period of fifty-two days, can barely call
forth with its oblique rays a few meagre bushes, and here
and there some blades of grass, on those fields- covered
with perpétual ice, and frozen so hard that to the depth of
a yarg the ground never thaws. In July, appear clouds of
mosquitoes, which literally darken daylight. These mos-

uitoes are the plague of man and cattle;  in the former
Emeyhproduce a cutaneous fever, the latter they torture to
death, :

With the first days of November begin the fearful
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Siberean frosts, and the sun sets, to reappear only after
thirty-cight days. .This polar night is terrific. Darkness
is maderated but by the reflection of the white snow, and
oceasionally dispersed by the flaming splendors of the
anrora borealis, It isnext to an impossibility foryour Hindus,
at least, the inhabitants of Central or Southern India to
coneeive of sueh acold, and yet, at that time, the cold
reaches 86 degrees Iah. below zero ; and even the 'endu-
ring, patient reindeer hide themselves in the thickets,
and stand motionless, closely huddled together to kee
from freezing.  Clear days ure rare even in the so-called
Stmmer, for the wind chases the vapours, the sun is
darkencd, and all the sky is covered witr mirages. During
such eolds, & spoonful of soup taken directly out of the
pot- boiling on the fire, freezes before one has tine to
carry it to the month,

The surroundings of a Yakout are disgusting: the
stench mnl dirt are heyond expression ; for men and cat-
tle live together.  There is neither time, nor need, nor
yet possibility to wash, as the water is constantly frozen ;
consequently the Yakout noever washes. But he has few
wejudices,  He will drink water from the dirtiest pool,
i which his beast had just rolled itself. When there
is food, Tue eats mmeh ; but he is very enduring and can go
without any food for a long while.  The Yakonts are
hospitable, obliging, respeetful, and submissive to the
authoritios ; hittle addicted  to cheating, they have no ex-
perience of conrts of justice, but at the same time they
are lazy and enreless. Thanks to this latter fault, they
often die of accidents, but regand death with perfect in-
difference.  “T'heir life is no life,” says a correspondent
of Nowe# Vryemed it is a half-sleepy vegetation amidst
ices.‘Their nunibers diminish with every year, and not-
withstanding the care of the Russian Government to help
this raee while studying it, the ethnographer fecls that
he is writing its obituary.”  Far more poetical, and con-
soling from a moral stand-point, appear

Tie Nosmapie TUNGUSE,

The ethnologists paint, guite an ideal picture of them.
The Tunguses are deseribed by them as, “ gentle, brave,
abedient to their chiefs, and serviceable ; no quarrels or
strifes are ever heard of nmong them.  They have not the
slightest idea of o law-suit, and malice, envy, hatred and
ohstinaey are feelings quite unknown to them.”  During
the last. half-century the only cases that ever came before
the magistrates, were a few manslaughters committed by
the Tunguses when drunk.  In every instance, the poor
calprits come forwanl voluntarily to surrender themselves
to the authorities, and then submit to their sentence
without.one word of complaint.  In vivid contrast to the
Tunguse stands the passionate,

The Ferociovs AND VINDICTIVE, TCHOOKTCHA,
who never forgives an offence. When insulted he seeks
to kill his encmy on the sly. If revenge fails during his
own life-time, he will bequeath it to his son, and thus it
passes from one generation to another until the opportu-
nity arrives: for revenge ean be satisfied but with the
death of the offender. A Tchooktcha who prepares for
murder does it with a great solemnity: he dons a new
garment, all covered with bits of wolf’s fur, a similar fur
cap, and provides himself with three knives; the largest
he conceals behind his back (near the neck) under the
upper garment, the two smaller he hides in his sleeves.
He arms himself, moreover, with a spear, and goes about
armed and prepared in this wise till the desired catastro-
phe happens,  In the bosomn of his family a Tchooktcha
19 no less a tyrant ;—enraged against his wife, he will of-
ten chop off her ears or the left arin as far as the shoulder.
At the sume time, he willingly lends his wife to friends
mud acquaintances ; but deliberate unfaithfulness on' her
part, is punished with death.

Tue FeMALE TCHOOKTCHI
are far from handsome, though they have even a more
passionate love of personal adornment than our Euro-
pean ladies,  For instance, they embroider their hands
fin/«l,.uct's, employing for the purpose threads made of

P | are simplified to the uttermost.

animal tendons and veins—thus presenting a most original
style of decoration of a deep blue color in high-relief upon
their bronzed countenances. From the pattern one can
recognize a married woman from a girl. The former has
her nose embroidered in two rows, while the virgin is
denied the beauty of such delicate adornment. At the
exhibition, there are some women whose noses look like

THEIR MARRIAGE CEREMONIES
A young man on the look-
out for a wife goes to the family of the bride, and saya:
“1 want your-girl.”—" Go and feed the flock ” is the pa-
triarchal answer, Jacob like, he goes and tends the cat-
tle for three, sometimes four, years, living at the same
time with the girl as though she were his wife. In case
a mutual liking springs up between them, she becomes
his wife bonw fides ; if otherwise, the bridegroom is asked
to decamp, and the bride waits for another pretender.
During this tentative wedlock, the attentions and lit-
tle presents bestowed by the young man who conrts
his beloved are very original.  They consist neither of
flowers nor jewellery, for nothing of the sort is known in
those regions. But they have instead their reindeer,
which afford them vermin enough for a whole. zéologi-
cal garden. Towards Spring, a large, white, fat and ex-
c(‘e(fingly succulent worm makes its appearance in the fur
and under the skin of the reindeer. It is these worms
that the Tchiooktcha gallant squeezes out and brings to
his beloved. De gusti%ua non est disputandum. None the
less original, and still gloomier is the picture given of

Tur Hour or DEATH

of these eccentric, gloomy, vindictive savages. Strange to say,
a Tchooktcha dreads above everything to die a natural
death ; for it amounts with him to allowing the devil to
devour him ! Old people who feel tired of life and reluc-
tant to become a burden upon their families; or young
ones who are ecither sickly, or who simply desire to join
their deceased relatives or see their departed friends as
soon as they can,—voluntarily put an end to their earthly
peregrinations. The nearest of kin, or in his absence, a
friend, or a sim{)]e acquaintance, obligingly takes upon
himself the good office of dispatching the volunteer to a
better world, Having arrayed himself in his best clothes,
the candidate falls into the best of humours, becomes ra-
diant with f'oy, and cracks jokes while bidding good-bye
to his family and acquaintances. The latter in their turn
overload him with messages and compliments for their
friends in the “other world.” The day of the killing of
a Tchooktcha is a day of rejoicing and a general festival ;
as for the self-doomed man, he keeps his tent from early
morning, and awaits death with impatience: while all
around the tent the hubbub of many voices is heard, the
wife and children of the departing one going about in the
crowd, with the utmost indifference, And now comes the
last moment. The hum of the spectators hushes, and
they solemnly prepare. The victim bares both his sides,
and seating himself on his bed, behind the tent:wall of
skin, braces his right side against the log of wood which
serves him for beg-pillow. Then the chosen executioner,
piercing through the fur tent-wall with his spear, directs
its sharp point towards the dying man, who, placing it
carefully over the region of the heart, shouts to him :

“Knr QuickLy! Pusm!l...”

The executioner then strikes a blow with his palm on
the head of the spear-handle, and the sharp blade passing
through the man’s heart emerges from the back covered
with gore, and nails him to the log ; a feeble groan, some-
times a piercing shriek, is all that the crowd hears’ fromn
within the tent ; the weapon is pulled out and the ‘¢orpse
rolls to the ground;the wife and children, exiled: from
the ‘tent during the ceremony, re-enter their -abode and
cqoll{ examine the dead man. After that, a kind of ge-
neral “ wake” commences, with joyous songs and - drinking.

The subsequent disposal of the deceased varies: he 1s
either cremated, or cemented within a heap of stones, 'in

company with four sacrificed reindeer, and "thé grave -is
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left to the wild beasts. His tomb is soon forgotten, even
by his family, and but for occasional passers-by, who
throw a few tubacco leaves upon the cairn as a memorial
ta the bruve suicide, no one would distinguish the monu-
ment from an ordinary heap of stones.

~ We might search the whole world in vain for the paral-
Igl to this Tchaoktcha contempt for life and death.

ARYAN MUSIC.

- An additional interest and value is given to the present
number of the THEOSOPHIST by the able essay upon Indian
Music, contributed by the Guyan Saméj, or Musical Re-
forin Society, of Poona, through their respected Secretary,
Mr. Bulwant. = Though much has, we believe, been done
in Bengal by an eminent nitive musical amateur, to make
the merits of Aryan music known to our generation, and
he has been decorated by the kings of Portugal and Siam,
we, being strangers here us yet, are not informed that his
essays have had vogue in the English language. But,
whether our present paper is or is not the first formal
challenge from a Hindu to the West to recognize the claim
of India to the maternity of musical science, the challenge
is here made ; and it will be our duty and pleasure, alike; to
see that it comes to the notice of some of the best critics
of Europe and America.

Last month, Mr. Dinanath Atmaram, M A, LL.B, that
great contemporariy Hindu mathematical genius, who—
according to no less an authority than Mr. J. B. Peile,
Director of Public Instruction, Bombay Presidency—* pro-
ved his point that Sir Isaac Newton's Rule for imaginary
roots i not universally true, but that it is perfectly easy
to form Equations having imaginary roots, the existence

of which would not be made manifest by the application of

(]

Newton's Rule”Lshowed us that an Aryan geometer, and
not the Greek Hipparchus—as hitherto commonly believed
—was the author of Trigonometry. tAnd now we see the
most conclusive evidence that Music, The * Heavenly Maid,
was begotten neither by Greck nor Roman, nor Egyptian
inspiration, but sprang, a melodious infant, out of the
Aryan cradle. The fuct of the Aryans and Chinese hav-
ing had a system of musical notation, is conceded by the
Christians; but that it far antedated the epoch of the
fabulous Jubal, “ the father of all such as handle the harp
and the orgun,” of the Bible, is not admitted by them, or,
at all events, has not been until recently, if such be the fuct
even now. The peculiar poetical character of the ancient
Hindu showed itself in the question, * What is music ?”
as part of the question, “ What is Nature # remarks Mr.
Rice, treating upon Hindu music.*. The THEOSOPHIST re-
presenting Eastern and not Western views and interests
in all that concerns Oriental history, it is our ardent wish
to be helped in bringing out all the truth sbout the Aryan
priority in philosophy, science, and art, by every man who
can give us the facts,  We fear neither the frown of mo-
(lyru science, nor the wry faces and abuse of the theolo-
yists,

Mr, Herbert Spencer, true to his materialistic instinets,
uttibutes the primitive development of music tp a correla-
tion of mental and muscular excitements; “ the muscles
that move the chest, larynx and vocal chords, contracting
like other muscles in proportion to the intensity of the
feelings,” and song being but an vxaggeration of the natu-
ral language of the emotions.  (Ilustrations of Univer-
sul Progress, chapter on ‘The Origin and Function of
Music). " But one of the best of our modern musical

® WAat ¢s Muaic?, acharming monograph by Isanc L. Rica, Author of
Aualyais und P'ractice of the Scales.” (Now York., D. Appleton & Co., 649,
Broadway). ‘‘ How !difforently the Chinose and Hindus anccounted for the
vmotive puwer of music ! ' exclaims this author.” On tho oue band, the
rlvomy mysterius of the numbers and tho clemeouts ; on the other, tho bright
fantastic gorgoous heaven of sunshine, marriages and pleasures! And yet
who knows but that the Hindu J‘hilocophen, who established such a flowery
systeny, wero thinkers fully as deop as the Chineso sages—that their original
concepticn and Aidden weaning swere not as spiritual as those of modern days 1.,
It is our especial task to dispel such fatal orrors about India as the above
passage (underscored by us) contains. ‘To underrate the spirituality of the
uid Hindu philosophiers but proves that we duo not know them. ~And if
kuowing them, wo were to allow them no more thun the spirituality exis-
'tll;‘{'t:g our “ woedern days”—that' would be to insult them and truth. Ep.

critics, the abovementioned Mr. Rice, shows narrowness
of this conception. . 'He properly says that “music is not
a human invention, ¢t is a purt und parccel of Nuture.
The laws of vilbmtion are...as immutable as thoseof gravity
...There is the human thront with its remarkable arrange-
ment for the purpose of gong alone. A - far inferior con-
struction wuuLl have served the purposes of language, or
for the production of sound incidental to museular excite-
ment.”  Our Hindu contributor shows us how the Aryans
caught and clagsified the sounds of wature; and so, too,
Mr. Rice sententiously asks,  “Did not  singing-birds
exist before the time of man?  Did they evolve their
singing from specch; or did they develop it trom muscular
excitement ; or Jid they sing because it was -natural  for
them to sing? No, music is nota human invention,  The
progress in music is of the same nature as the progress in
science, it is based on discovery.  The other arts are imi-
tative of things in Nature, but musicis a very part of
Nature itself.”

While but few Western composers can ever enjoy the
o})portunity of coming to Tndia to study the beginnings of
their ennobling art, yet they may at least avail of the
patriotic assistance of the Poona Gayan Samndj, to procure
proper musical instruments, and to cxplore the ancient
Sanskrit literature ; in which the germs of musical science
have been preserved, like flies in aumber, to surprise and
instruct us. The sympathy of cvery lover of the truth
and of India should be unstintingly given to Mr. Bulwant
and lis honorable colleagucs.

Some interesting rvesults on the heraditury  transinis-
sion of artificinl injurics have been obtained by Dr. Brown-
Sequard,  He concludes that the young of parents abnor-
mally constituted inherit external lesions, but not the cen-
tral anomaly which determines such lesions,

M. (. Ponchet states that Averrocs s the flirst writer
who gives an approximately true necount of the scnsation
caused by the touch of clectienl fishes,  He compares it
to magnetism, while Galen uhed others hald  considered it
analogous to cold.

The first money in the British Isles was coined by the
Romans at Caunalodunum (Colehester) 55 B, ¢

THE SOCIETY'S BULLETIN.

The increasing duties of the several members of the
Theosophical Mission, compel the strict enforcement of the
rule that on weck-days no social visits can be received un-
til after 6 r.M. exeept by special appointment.  On Sun-
days, from 2 to 3, and after 6 .y,

Of the lust cdition of Col. Olcott’s Address at Franji
Cowasji Hall, on the “the Theosophical Socicty ol its
Aims,”—to which are appended the Rules, as revised in
General Council at Bombay—the few copics remaining
may be had, upon application to the Librarian, at the rate
of annas 4 per copy, frec of postage.  The President’s -
dress at Meerut, N. W. Poupon “1'he Joint Labors of the
Theosophical Socicty and the Arya Sindj,” i be pro-
cured of Babu Shco Narain, Depot Godown Gumashta,
Meerut, at the same price.

Tt is never too late to do an act of justice, and theretore,
in referring to Col. Oleott’s Bombay Address, the Couneil
wishes to publicly acknowledge the Socicty's obligations to
Mr. Samuldass Jagmohundass and his assoviates in the
management of the Hindu Dnyan Vurdhak  Library, for
organizing the splendid meeting of welcome at Framji
Cowasji Tnstitute, on the 23rd of March last. 1t was in-
tended that this should be said in the Preface to the Ad-
dress, but as the proofs were read, and the preface written
while Col. Olcott was absent from Bowbay, the matter wus
inadvertently omitted, ‘
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WAR IN OLYMPUS.
By I . Blavetsky.

Dark clowds are gathering over the hitherto cold and
serene horizon of exact seience, which forehode a0 squall,
Already two camps are forming among the votaries of
seientibie research,  One waves war on llm other, and hard
words are oceasionally oxe Imwrml The apple of digeord
in tlis ease 1\-\pnmmllsm Fresh and  illustrions vie-
tims are yearly decoyed away from the nn]nvon.uhlv strong-
lholds of materalistic negation, and cusnared into examining
and testing the .mllvg:-(l spiritnal  phenomena.  And we
all know that when a true seientist examines them  with-
out prejudice......well, lie genevally  ends like  Professor
Hare, Mr. Wllll.nn (rookes l‘ R.S.
Wallace, another KRS, and so many nt.ln-
of scicnen—he passes over to the enemy. ... ‘

We are really curious to know  what will be the new
theory advancel in the present erisis hy the skepties, and

eminent men

The vencrable ae-
“dotage” will ot

their luminaries, as has just occewrresd,
cusations of non compos mentis, wnd
bear another refurbishing: the eminent perverts are -
creasing nmmerieally so LM that if mental ineapacity is
ch.nue(l upon all of them who experimentally satisfy them-
wl\'cq that tables can talk sense, and mediums float
through the air, it might augur ill forseience ; therc might
SO011 ],)L none but wer II\E‘II(J] br(um in the Tearned so(lvtws
They way, possibly, for a time  find some  consolation in
.l(cnunt]n(r for the lodgment of the extraordinary  “delu-
sion” in very se holml\ lw:uk upon the theory of «lavism
—the mysterious law of latent transmission, so much fa-
voured bv tlle modern schools of I)an\nn.m crolutionism
—ospee ially in (wlm.mv, as represented hy that thorough-
aoing (lli<)§tl(‘ of “modern strugele for culture,” Frnst
Illu,('k(l profussor at Jena, lh(‘\ may aléribute the bhe-
Jiet of their colleagues in the ])lunullu'lh to coertain mole-
cular movements of the cells in the ganglin of their onee
puwmful braing, hereditarvily transmitted to them by their
ignorant medieval ancestors.  Ov, agnin, Hn'v nay split
their ranks, and ('.%L.l])hsllmn an omperinn in fneperio “di-
vide and conguer” still, All this is possible; hut time
alone will show which of the parties will come off hest.

We have been led to these retlections hy o row now
going on between  German and Russian professors—all
cnnnent and illustrious. savcants. The Teutons and Slavs
in the case under observation, arve not fighting according

to their nationality  but comformably to their respeetive |

heliefs and unbeliefs.  Having comeluded, for the oceasion,

an offensive as well as a 119h‘1mvc alliance, u-g.\l(lloss of

race—they have broken up in two eamps, one representing
the slmltu(lhsh and the other the skeptics.  And now
war to the knife is declared. Leading one party, are Pro-
fessors Zollner, Ulrvizzi, aned Fichte, ])utlvmi and Wagner,

of the Leipzig, Halle and St Petersburg Universities ; the
other follows Professors Wundi, M(-n(lvluyc f, anedd a host of

other German and Russian celelwities. Hardly has Zollner
——i most renowned astronomer and physicist—printed his
confession of faith in D Shue’s medimnistic phenomena
and set his lenened  colleagues aghast, when Professor
Ulrizzi of the Halle Umvusllv, arouses the wrath of the
Olympus of scicnee by publishing n ]nn.]lhlut entithed
“The so-celled Spiritualisin a Scientific Question,” intended
asa complete refutation of the arguments nl Professor
Wundt, of the Leipzig University, .w.lm.st, the modern he-
lief, and contained in another lmmplnld called l)_) its author
“ﬂ]»u1tuahsm——ﬂu’ so-ealled seientific question”” And now
steps in pnother ac tive combutant, Mr. Butlevof, Pro-
fessor of Che mwhy,nul Nautural Sceiences, of St Peter slnn.{,
who narrates kis experiments i London, with the medinm
Williwns, and thus rouses wp a most feroacions polemie,
The humoristienl illustrated paper  Kladderadateh, exc-
cutes 1 war-danee, and shouts with joy, while the more
serfous conservative papers ave indignant,  Pressed behind
their last entrenchments by the cool and_uncontrovertible
assertions of a most distinguished naturalist, the erities led
forward by the St. Petersburg star—DMr, Boure.nine, seem
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“own hobby,
how tln) will account for such an d]mst(lxy of several of
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(lc\pc A[L‘ amel’ (-\ulontly short oi ammumtlon since they

Lare reduceed to - the expedient of trying to rout the enelny

with the most vemarkable paradoxes. The
of the digpnite are too interesting, and our posterity might
complain were the incidents suffered to be H)vft hv)uml the
reach of English and Amevican readers interested in Spiri-
tnalisng by re m(unmtrmnlme(l to the German and Russian
NeWspapers.  So, Homer like, we will follow the comba-
Phants and condense this modern 1iad for the henefit of our
friemds,

After several years of diligent rescarch, “and investiga-
tion of the phenomena, Messis. \V(wner 'unl Butlerof, buth
distinguighed savants aml 1)10tcssm‘s in St. Petersburg Uni-

versity, hecame thoroughly convineéd of the reality of the
weeird manifestations. - As a result, hoth wrote nmmerous
and strong articles i the le: ulmg periodicals in defense of’
the “ischievous (pl(lL‘mlC —as 10 his moments of “un:

conscions (Aeu:lnatwn and “prepossession” in favour of his
Dr. Carpenter calls spivitualisun,. Both of the
above eminent gentlemen are endowed with those preciouy
qualities which are the more to be respected as they are
so seldom met with among o men of science.  These
qualities, admitted by their critic himself—Mr.- Bourenine,
are: (1) a serious and piofound conviction that what they
defend is true; (2) an unwavering courage in stating at
every hazard, l)(,lmc a prejudi-ad and inimical public that
such is their convietion: (3 ) cleatness " and consecutiveness
in their statements ; (4) the serene calmness and impartia-,
lity with which they treat the opinions of their opponents;
(5) a full and profound acquaintance with the subject un-
der discussion.” The combination of the-qualities enume-
rated, adds theiv eritie, “ leads us to regard the récent arti-
cle by Professior Butlevof, Empiricism and Dogmatism
in the Domain of Medivmship, as one of those cssays
whose commanding significance - cannot he ‘denied, and
which are sure to qt,lt)lltr13 impress ‘the readers.  Such arti- .
cles are positively. rave in onr periodicals; rare because of
the originality of the author’s conclusions, and because of -
the clea ar, procise, and serious presentation of facts™. ...

The article so dulogized may be summed-up in a few
words, - We will not stop to enumerate the marvels of spi-
ritual phenomena witnessad by Professor 7ollner with Dr

pro and con

(Slade and defended by Prof. Butlerof.. since they are no

more marvellous than the latter gentleman’s personal ex-
pericnee in this direction with Mr. Williams, a medium of
London, in 1876. The seances took place in a London hotel,
in the room occupiedd by the Honourable Alexandre
Aksakof, Russian  Tmperial Councillor, in which with the
exception of this gentleman there werve but two other per-
sons,—Prof. Butlerof aid the medium, Confederacy was
thus utterly impossible.  And 1iow, what took place under
these conditions, which so impressed one of the first scien-
tists of Russin 7 Simply this: Mr. Williams, the medium,
was madle to sit with his hands, feet, and even his person -
tightly hound with cords to his chair, which was placed in .
a dead-wall corner of the room, behind Mr. Butlerof 'S plaid,
Iung across so as to form a sereen. Willinms soon fell in-
to a kind of* letlargic stupor, known, among spiritualists
as “the france umdlim)z, “and spirits” began to appéar
hefore the eyes of the investigators,  Various voices were
heard, and Imul sentences, ]m)lllmllce(l by the “invisibles”
from every part of the rooms things—toilet appurtenances
ad so forth, began flying in every, direction thronigh the
aiv; and, finally, “John King”—a sort of king of the spouks,
wlw has been famous for years—made ]l!q appearahce
bodily.  But we must allow Prof: Butlerof to tell his phe-
nomenal story himself, “We  fust saw  moving"—he
writes—“several bright lights i the air, and nmnedmtely
after that appeared the full fignre of “John King, Hiy
apparition is generally pm(wlml by a greenish phoeplwuc
light, which “I'll]llﬂlly bueaping brighter, lllumnntcs nore
and more, the whole bist of John King. Then' it is that
those present perceive that the lght‘emanatcs from some .
kind of a luminous object held by the “spirit.” - The face
of a man with a thick black beard becomes clearly distin-
guishable; the head is enveloped in a whito turban. - Tho
ligure appears outside the cabinet (that is to say, ‘the.
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screened corner where the medium sat), and finally ap-
proaches us.  We saw it cach time for a few seconds; then
rapidly waning, the light was extinguished and the figure
becane invisible to reappear again in a moment or two;
then from  the swrrounding darkness, “John’s” voice is
heard proceeding from the spot on which he had appeared
mostly, though not always, when he had already  disap-
peared.  *John” asked us “what can L do for you 7" and
Mr. Aksakof requested him to rise up to the ceiling and
from there speak to us.  In accordance with the wish
expressed, the figure suddenly appeared above the table
and towered majestically above our heads to tho ceiling
which became all luninated  with the lwminous object
held in the spivit’s hand, when “Jolin ™ was quite under
the cciling he shouted down to us: = Will that do ?”

" During another seance M. Butlerof asked “Joln” to
approach him quite near, which . the “spirit " did, and so
gave him the opportunity of secing clearly “ the sparkling,
clear eyes of John.” Another spirit, * Peter,” though e
never put in a visible appearance during the seances, yet
conversed with Messrs. Butlerof and Aksakof, wrote for
them on paper furnished by them, and so forth,

Though the learned professor minutely cnumerates all
the precantions he had taken against possible frand, the
critic is not yet satisfied, and asks, pertinently cnough
“Why did not the respectable sarant catch “ John” in his
arms, when the spirit was but at a foot’s distance from
him?  Agaiu, why did not both Messrs. Aksokof and But-
lerof try to get hold of “Joln's” legs, when he was mount-
ing to the ceiling?  Indeed they ought to have done all
this, if they are really so anxious to learn the truth for
their own suke, as for that of science, which they struggle
to lead on toward the domains of the *“ other world”  And,
had they complied with such a simple and, at the same
time, very little scientific test, there would be no more
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need of for them, perhaps, to.... further explain the seien-
tific importance of the spivitual manifestations,”

That this importance 1s not exaggerated, and has asj
much significance for the world of scicnee, as for that of !
religious thought, is proved by so many philosophical minds |
sl)cculut.ing upon the modern “delusion.”  This is what |
Fichte, the learned German savant, says of it.  “ Modern
spiritualism chiefly proves the existence of that which, in
common parlance is very vaguely and inaptly termed ‘ap-
parition of spivits’ 1f, we concede the reality of such
apparitions, then they become an undeniable, practical
proof of the continuation of our personal, conscious  exist-
ence (heyond the portals of death).  Aud such a tangi-
ble, fully demonstrated fact, cannot be otherwise  but
beneficent in this epoch, whicl, having fallen ito a
dreary denial of immortality, thinks in the proud self-
sufticiency of its vast intelleet, that it has already happily
left bohind it every superstition of the kind.”  If such a.
tangible evidence could be really found, and demonstrated
to us, beyond any doubt or cavil, reasons Fichte further
on,—"“ it the reality of the continuation of our lives after
death were furnished us upon positive proof, in strict ac-
cordance with the logieal clements of experimental natural
sciencees, then it would be indeed, o result with which,
owing Lo its nature and peculine signitication for hununity,
no other result to be met with inall the history of civili-
zation could he compared.  The old problem about man's
destination upon earth would he thus solved, and conscious-
ness in humanity would be clevated one step. That whicl,
hitherto, could be revealed to man but in the domain of
blind faith, presentiment, and passionate hope, would  be-
coine to him-—positive knowledge ; he would have ac-
quired the certainty that he was a member of an cternal, a
spiritual world, in which Lie would coutinne living, and
that his temporary existence upon this carth forms but
a fructional portion of a future cternal life, and that it is
only there that he would be enabled to pereeive, and fully
comprehiend his real destination. Having acquired  this!
profound conviction, mankind would be thoroughly im- !
pressed with a new and animating comprehension of  life, |
and its intellectual perceptions opened  to an idealisng |
strong with incontrovertible fucts. 'J‘his would prove tanta- |
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Imouut to a complete reconstruction of man in relation
ito his existence as an entity and mission upon carth ; it

would be so to say, a *new birth.” Whoever has lost all
inner covictions as to his ¢ternal destination, his faith in
eternal life, whether the case be that of an isolated indivi-
duality, a whole nation, or the representative of a certain
¢poch, he or it may be regarded as having had  uprooted,
and to the very core, all sense of that invigomting force
which alone lends itself to sclf-devotion and to progress,
Sueh a man becomes what was inevitable—an  egotistical,
sclfish, sensual being, eoncerned wholly for his self-prescrva-
tion. His culture, his enlightenment, and civilization,
can serve him but as a help and  ornamentation  toward
that life of sensualisi, or, at best, to guard him from all
that can harm 1t.”

Such is the enormous importance attributed by Pro-
fessor Fichte and Professor Butlerof of Germany and Rus-
sia to the spivitual phenomena and we may say, the feel-
ing is more than sincerely echoed in England by Mr. A,
R. Wallace RS, (see his “ Miracles and Modern Spi-
ritualism.”)

Aninfluentinl American scientific journal uses an equally
strong lungnage when speaking of the value that a scicn-
tific demonstration of the survival of the human soul would
have for the world, It spiritualisin prove true, it says, it
will become the one grand event of the world’s history ;
it will give an imperishable lustre of glory to the Nine-
teenth Century.  Its discoverer will have no rival in re-
nown, and his name will be written high above any other.
*** |f the pretensions of Spiritualisia have a rational
foundation, no more inportant work has heen offered to
men of science than ther veritieation.” [.\'c[cw{{ﬁc Ameri-
can, 1874, as quoted in Oleott’s * People from the Other
World,” p. V. Pref) :

And now we will see what the stubborn Russian eritie
(who seems to be but the wmonth-picee of Buropean materi-

salistie scienee), has to say in response to the unanswerable

arguiients and logie of Messrs. Fichte and Butlerof,  If
skepticisi has no stronger arguinents to oppose to spiri-
tualism but the following orviginal paradox, then we will
have to dechve it worsted in the dispnte, Tustead of the
beneticial results foretold by Fichte in the case of the
tinal trivmph of spivitualisim, the eritic forceasts quite
different state of things.

“As soon,” he says, “as such scientific methods shall
have demonstrated, beyond doubt or cavil, to the general
satisfuction that our world is crammed with souls of men
who have preceded us, and whom we will all join in turn
as soon as it shadl be proven that these “souls of the
decensed ” can communieate with mortals, all the carthly
physieal scienee of the eminent scholars will vanish like
a soap-bubble, and will have lost all its interest for us
living men. Why should people eare for their propor-
tionately short life upon carth onee that they have the po-
sitive assurance and, conviction of another life to come after
the badily death; a death which does uot in the least
prechude conscions relations with the world of the living,
or even theiv post-meortem participation in-all its inter-
ests 2 Onee, that with the help of scienee, based on medi-
umistic experiments and  the discoveries of spiritualism
such relations shall have been finly established, they will
natueally become with every day more and more inti-
mate; an extraordinary  friendship will ensue between
this and the “other’ worlds; that other world will begin
divulging to this one the most oceult mysteries of life and
death, and the hitherto most inaceessible laws of the
universe those which now exact the greatest cfforts of
man’s mental powers. Finally, nothing will remain for
us in this temporary world to cither do, or desire, but to
patss away as soon as possible into the world of cternity.
No inventions, no obsercations, no sciences, will be any
more needed ! Why should people exereise their brains,
for instance, to perfecting the telegraphs, when nothing
else will he vequired hut to be on good terins with spirits
i order to avaal of their services (or the instantancous
transiission of thoughts and objeets, not only from Ku-
rope to Awcrica, but cven to the moon, if so desired ?






















































