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book is written astrally and must be read not between the lines, but within
the words, and that only he who thus reads will get much out of it.

The daily papers are talking a great deal of claims made by certain
inventors as to transmitting light by wire. Sensitized photographic plates
are used, instead of ordinary telephone plates. One of these plates has
been placed in front of an aperture through which an image has been
cast, and this image has been forwarded, like a telephonic message, from one
end of a wire to its other end, and seen on another plate at the later point.
This is called telephotography, and its results cannot be overestimated. Ex-
periments are also being carried on with a view to abolishing the use of lamps

_in electric lighting. If they are successful, the place lit up will be filled:
with a soft phosphorescent glow, of any desired shade or tint. ‘The source
from whence the light emanates will he imperceptible. These things have
all a Theosophic importance, though at first it may not seem so. H.P.B.
says repeatedly that before the close of the century discoveries will be made
that will corroborate in a remarkable manner many of the truths revealed

" - through'our Society. And it is shrewdly suspected by some that the corro-
boration will not be altogether through the instrumentality of archelogy,
but at least partly by means of materialistic investigation itself. The Apho-
risms of Patanjali as to the hindering of the modifications of the thinking
principle, the soul taking on the form of the thing perceived, the Yogi
being in the state of a spectator without a spectacle, at the time of Yoga,
become wonderfully significant when we think that the hearing and seeing
apparati simply take on the vibration of the thing perceived, and that
the same vibration is set up in the molecules of the brain.

An interesting clipping is headed, * Can Man change the Climate ?”
and says: “'The fact that man has been able to produce many great changes
on the face of the earth is a tribute to his industry and ingenuity. But
it is possible that he is bringing about effects of equal importance, without
intending them. This reflection is suggested by a recent article of Dr. J. E.
'l'aylor on the question whether the British climate s changing. * * % %
it must be remembered that he (man) is dealing continually with giant
‘powers of Nature, which are so delicately balanced that a mere touch, as it
were, suffices sometimes to set them operating in a new way.”

It is said in substance that Prof. E. W. Scripture, the new Professor cf
Psychology at Yale College, proposes getting up a temperature map of the
body ; that he has perfected an instrument which, when passed over the body,
registers the variation in temperature ; that it has been found that, if a bit
of cold iron is passed over the surface of the hand. some spots will be found
to respond with a sensation of cold, some will not. Palmists know how
magnetic currents vary in different parts of the hand, producing sensations
of heat and cold, and how these currents correspond to, and are influenced
by, certain planets, odd as it may seem to the incredulous.

One of the last papers to come into the fold of those who talk of
“Mysticism” is The New York Times. In its issue of the 4th instant, it has
three articles of this class, onc of them an editorial, and, mirabile dictu, it

neither sneers, nor from its serene height of certitude, condescendingly cx-
plains.

H. T, PaTTERSON, F.T.5.
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T the adjourned meeting, on the evening of September 18th (1875),
Mr. Felt continued from the previous meeting, September 8th, the

interesting description of his discoveries, which he illustrated by a
number of colored diagrams. Some persons preseni.; th.ought they saw
light quivering over the geometrical figures, but I incline to the belief
that this was due to auto-suggestion, in part, and partly to Yvhat Felt
said about their magical properties.®* Certainly, I saw flothln.g of an
occult mature nor did the others present, save a very inconsiderable
minority. The lecture finished, the order of the day was taken up; I
acting as Chairman, and Mr. C. Sotheran as Secretary. The Minute
Book says :—

“The Committec on Preamble and Bye-laws reported progress, and Mr.
De Lara read a paper which he had been requested to write for the Com-
mittee. .

« At the suggestion of the Committee it was, upon motion, .

« Resolved, that the name of the Society be ‘The Theosophical So-

9

ciety.

i found by
ing important draft of a letter signed by Mr. Felt was
Col t);m::t i;;lll(]);v lvlvle%s; :::lihe point of leaving for Calcutta. Co]. Qlcott cannot re-
o b : hether the letter was sent for publication or not, but ‘mc.lmes to the latter
g}l)??ioflr sze importance of the document lies in thc}a‘ fact that :ln it, ]tSIr.l Fel: tl;lr;ﬁ-
7 istence of elemental spirl_ts, is acquired control over them,
sgrYed]g’et?r;i;h:n?nals and their relations with humanity. The author of Oldi
g)‘e“‘ ‘;Jea.ves » thinks the statements as to the influence of the Egyptian geometrica
dxl‘::‘v};rigs upon Mr, Felt’s hearers exaggerated, %}elt restnr;f:l 1}1)po;1 fa;:l!,s to i}:ll‘l)edeigtggz
i i the foregoing chapter. e would-be teachers w
g::lebt%d ]?a:::e :esx'i‘ﬁf Felt de%crit?es them, were the Spiritualist members whose
orthodoxy was unshakeable. < v

New YoRrg, June 19, 1878.
; EDITOR OF THE “ LONDON SPIRITUALIST.” . . . .
to TEIF E‘a]t.’i:le"rntion has but just now been called to certain articles, published 1fn _yot(;r
cit; m{d one of them in your paper, which reflect upon statements made by rltgrtlhs
of yr;ﬁne, respecting the ‘ Theosophical Society” and myself. One or more of the



132 The Theosophist. [December

The chair appointed the Rev. Mr. Wiggin and Mr. Sotheran a Commit-
tec to select suitable meeting rooms; and then several new members
were nominated and, upon motion, it was

“ Resolved, that these persons be added to the list of founders.”

After which the meeting adjourned, subject to the call of the chair.
The report is signed by me as Chairman and by Dr. John Stover Cobb,
for C. Sotheran, Secretary.

The choice of a name for the Society was, of course, a question for
grave discussion in Committee. Several were snggested, among them,
if T recollect aright, the Egyptological, the Hermetic, the Rosicrucian,
etc., but none seemed just the thing. At last, in turning over the leaves
of the Dictionary, one of us came across the word ** T'heosophy,” where-
upon, after discussion, we nnanimously agreed that that was the best of

writers question whether such a perscn as myseclf actnally exists, or is but * the
creation of the brains of Mme. Blavatsky and others.” Having very little in common
with the public which supports your paper, I scldom see it, and would perhaps never
have known of these statements, if they had not been pointed out to me. I am en-
gaged in mathematical pursuits, and take little or no interest in anything that can-
not be exactly demonstrated, for which reason Spiritualists and myself have very
few bonds of sympathy. I have so little faith in their so~called manifestations that
1 have long since given up trying to keep track of them,

The Theosophical Society was started under the mistaken impression that a
fraternity of that kind could be run on the modern mutual admiration plan for the
benefit of the newspapers, but very soon everything was in confusion. There wore
no degrees of membership, nor grades, but all were equal. Most members appacent-
1y came to teach, rather than to learn, and their views were thoroughly ventilated on
the street corners. The propriety of making different degrees was at once apparent
to the real Theosophists, and the absolute necessity of forming the Society into o
secret body. This reorganization into a secret society, embracing different degrees,
having been accomplished, all statements of what has transpired since the members
were so bound in secrecy, are of course to be viewed with suspicion, as, even if such
statements were true, things may have been done in the presence of the {lluminati,
of which many ex-members and novitiates had no knowledge. Of my own acts in
and out of the society, before this bond of sccresy, I am at liberty to speak, but of
my doings or the doing of others since that time, T have no right to give evidence.
Mr. Olcott’s statement about my experiments with elemental or elementary spirits,
in his inaugural address, was made without consultation with me or my consent, and
was not known to me until too long after its appearance for me to protest. Although
substantially true, I looked upon it as premature, and as something that should have
been kept within the knowledge of the Society.

That these so-called clementals or intermediates, or elementary or original
spirits were creatures that actually existed, T was convinced through my inves{iga-
tions in Egyptian archaology. While working at drawings of several Egyptian
Zodiacs, in the endeavour to arrive at their mathematical correspondeuces, I had no-
ticed that very curious and nnaccountable cffects were sometimes produced. My
family observed that at certain times a pet terrier dog and a Maltese cat, which had
been brought up together and were in the habit of frequenting my study and sleep-
ing on the foot of my bed, were acting very strangely, and at last called my atten-
tion to it. I then noticed that when I commenced certain investigations the cat
would first appear to be uneasy and the dog for a short time would try to quiet him,
but shortly the dog would also seem to be in dread of something happening. It was
as though the perceptions of the cat were more acate, and they would both then in-
sist on being let out of the room, trying to get out themseclves by running against
the glass windows. Being released they would stop outside and mew and bark as
though calling to me to come out. 'This behaviour was repeated uutil 1 was forced
to the conclusion at last that they were susceptible to influences not perceptible to
me.

I supposed at first that the hideous representations on the Zodiacs, &c., were
¢ yain imaginations of a distempered brain,” hut afterwards thought that they were
conventional representations of natural objects.  After studying these effects on the
animals, I reflected that as the spectrnm gives rvays, which though to our unaided
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all ; since it both expressed the esoteric truth we wished to reach and
covered the ground of Felt’s methods of occult scientific research. Some
stupid story has gone about that, while the Committee were sitting, a
strange Hindun walked into the room, threw a sealed packet upon the
table and walked out again, or vanished, or something of the sort; the
packet, when opened, being found to contain a complete draft of a Con-
stitution and Bye-laws for the Society, which we at once adopted. This
is sheer nonsense ; nothing whatever of the sort occurred, and the fable
was doubtless fabricated by a sensational ‘ space-writer” on some
American newspaper. Several similarly absurd yarns have been set
afloat about us by those inventive gentry, from time to time; some of
them very funny, some weird, some too childishly improbable to be

sight invisible, had been declared by eminent scientists to be capable of supporting
another creation than the one to us objective, and that this creation would probably
also be invisible, (Zéllner’s theory), this phenomenon was one of its manifestations,
As these invisible rays could be made apparent by chemical means, and as invisible
chemical images could be reproduced, I commenced a series of experiments to see if
this invisible creation or the influences exerted by it would be thereby affected. I
then began to understand and appreciate many things in my Egyptian researches
that had been incomprehensible before. As a result I have become satisfied that
these Zodiacal and other drawings are representations of types in this invisible
creation delineated in a more or less precise manner, and interspersed with images
of natural objects more or less conventionally drawn. I discovered that these ap-
pearances were intelligences, and that while some seemed to be malevolent and
dreaded by the animals, others on the contrary were not obnoxious to them, but on
the contrary they seemed to like them and to be satisfied when they were about.

I was led to believe that they formed a series of creatures in a system of evolu-
tion running from inanimate nature through the animal kingdom to man, its highest
development : that they were intelligences capable of being more or less perfectly
controlled, as man was more or less thoronghly acquainted with them, and as he was
able to impress them as being higher or lower in the scale of creation, or as he was
more or less in harmony with nature or nature’s works. Recent researches showing
that plants possess senses in greater or less perfection, have convinced me that this
system can be still further extended. Purity of mind and body, I found to be very
powerful, and smoking and chewing tobacco and other filthy habits, I observed to he
especially distasteful to them.

1 satisfied myself that the Bgyptians had used these appearances in their initia-
tions; in fact, I think I have established this beyond question. My original idea
was to introduce into the Masonic fraternity a form of initiations such as prevailed .
among the ancient Egyptians, and tried to do so, but finding that only men pure in
mind and body could control these appearances, 1 decided that I would have to find
otliers thun my whisky-soaked and tobacco-sodden countrymen, living in an atmos-
phere of fraud and trickery, to act in that direction. I found that when these ap-
pearances, or elementals could not be kept in perfect control, they grew malicious,
and despising men whom their cunning taught them must be debased, they became
dangerous, and capable of inflicting damage and harm.

With one of the members of the Society, a legal gentleman of a mathematical
turn of mind, I accomplished the following, after the manner of €Cornelius Agrippa,
who claimed for himself and Trithemus, that ‘‘ at a great distance, it is possible without
any doubt to influence another person spiritually, even when their position and the
distance is unknown.” De Occulte Phil.—lib. 111, p. 8. Several times, just before
meeting me, he observed a bright light; and at last came to connect this light with
my coming and questioned me about it. T told him to notice the hour and minute
at which these lights would be secn, and when I met him afterwards I would tell
him the exact time. I did this 30 or 40 times before his naturally skeptical mind was
thoroughly convinced. These lights appeared to him at different times of the day,
wherever he happened to be, in New York or Brooklyn, and we arranged that, in
cach case, about two hours from that time I should meet at his office.

These phenomena differ essentially from any mesmeric, magnetic, or so-called
spiritual manifestations that T am acquainted with, and are not referable thereto;
this gentleman has never been influenced by me in either of these ways.



134 The Theosophist. [December

worth even reading, but all misleading. An old jowrnalist myself, I cared
too little for such canards to take the least notice of them. While they
create temporary confusion and misconceptions, in the long ran they do
1o harm,

As regards the drafting of the original Bye-laws, we took much
pains and drew up as good a set as any society could desirc. The
Rules of various corporate hodies werc cxamined, but those of
the American Geographical and Statistical Society and the Ame-
rican Institute were thought by us to be as good models as any to
follow. All preliminaries being settled, we obtained permission from
Mrs. Britten that the next meeting should be held at her private resi-
dence (no Hall having as yet been taken) and I issued (on post-cards)
the following notice :

Once he came to my house, in the suburbs of this city, and examined some
Kabbalistic drawings upon which I was working, with one of which he was much im-
pressed. After leaving he saw, in bright day light, in the cars, an appearance of a
curious kind of animal, of which he then made a sketch from memory. He was so
impressed wlth the circumstance and the vividness of the apparition, tl.lat he went
at once to one of the illuminati of the Society, and showed his drawing. He was
informed that though apparently an ideal figure, it was really a so-called
clemental spirit, which was represented by the Egyptians as next in the order of pro-
gression to a certain reptile, which was the figure he had seen at mygfhouse, and that
it was employed by the Egyptians in making their Zodiacs, at initiations, &c., &c¢. He
then returned to me, and without comment I showed him a drawing of the very
figure seen by him, whereupon he told me that he had seen it and under what cir-

‘cumstances and produced his sketch. He was then convinced that 1 foresaw that
he would see this appearance after having been impressed by my Kabbalistic drawing.

These phenomena are clearly not referable to any familiar form of manifesta-
tions.

At one of my lectures hefore the Theosophical Society, at which all degrees
of members were present, lights werc seen by the lluminati passing to and from one
of my drawings, although they stood in the glare of several gas lights, a dark cloud
was observed to settle upon it by others, and other phenomena, such as the appa-
rent change of the Zodiacal figures into other forms or elemental representations,
were observed.

Certain members of lower degree were impressed with a feeling of dread, as
though something awful were about to happen; most of the probationers were ren-
dered uncomfortable or uneasy ; some became hypercritical and abusive ; several of
the novitiates left the room; and Mme. Blavatsky, who had seen unpleasant effects
follow somewhat similar phenomena in the Hast, requested me to turn the drawings
and change the subject. If there had previously been any doubt, the absolute
necessity of forming the society into degrees was then apparent, and I have never
‘since met others than the illwninati of the society, with similar manifestations.

The unfriendly tone of the article above referred to was entirely uncalled for,
and there was no boasting on the part of any of the members in their remarks.
Being a secret society we could not in any manner retaliate until permission to do so
was given. Having now received permission, I here publicly state that I have lately
performed what I agreed to do, and, unless the Council forbids, I hereby give per-
mission to such of the illuminati as have seen it, to come forward, if they choose, and
bear evidence of the fact.

I do not know if you will think this worth the space it will occupy in your
columns, but think that it is but just, after kecping an absolute silence for more
than two years, I should now be heard in this matter. Modern Spiritualism need
not weep with Alexauder, for there is another world for it to discover and conquer.

GeorGE H, FELT,

———
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The Theosophical Society.
New York, October 13th, 1875.

The Committee on Bye-Laws having completed its work, a meeting of
the Theosophical Suciety will be held at the private residence, No. 206 West
38th St., on Saturday, October 16th, 1875, at 8 p. m., to organize and
elect officers. If Mr. Felt should be in town, he will continue lis intense-
ly interesting account of his Eyyptelogical discoveries. Under the Bye-Laws
proposed, new members cannot be elected until after thirty days’ consideration
of their application. A full attendance at this prelinvinary meeting is, there-
fore, desirable.

The wndersigned Jissues this call in compliance with the order adopted
by the meeting of September 13th ultimo.

(Signed) HENRY 8. OLCOTT, President, pro. tem.

The copy of the original post-card sent by post by Sotheran to
H. P. B, 1 have framed, at * Gulistan,” and my own copy is also in my
possession.

Owr Minute Book records the following persons as present at this
meeting in question :

“ Mme. Blavatsky, Mrs. E. H. Britten, Henry 8. Olcott, Henry J. Newton,
Chas. Sotheran, W. Q. Judge, J. Hyslop, Dr. Atkinson, Dr. H. Carlos, Dr.
Simmons, Tudor Horton, Dr. Britten, C. C. Massey, John Storer Cobb, W. L.
Alden, Edwin S. Ralphs, Herbert D. Monachesi, and Francisco Agramonte.

“ On behalf of the Committee on Preamble and Bye-Laws, the Preamble
was read by the chair, and the Bye-Laws by Mr. Chas. Sotheran.”

Mr. Massey was then introduced by the chair and made some re-
marks ; after which he was obliged to hurry away to the steamer, on
which he was to sail for England. '

Discussion ensued and various motions were made on the adoption
of the Bye-Laws; the final result being that the draft submitted by the
Committec was laid on the table and ordered printed. The meeting
then adjourned. H. S. Olcott was Chairman and J. S. Cobb Secretary
of the meeting.

The next preliminary meeting was held at the same place on the
30th October. The Committee on rooms having reported, Mott Memo-
rial Hall, 64, Madison Avenue, (a few doors only from our recently pur-
chased New York Headquarters) was selected as the Society’s meeting-
place. The Bye-Laws were read, discussed and finally adopted, but with
the proviso that the Preamble should be vevised by H. S. Olcott, C.
Sotheran and J. 8. Cobb, and then published as the Preamble of the
Society.

Voting for officers was next proceeded with ; Tudor Horton and
Dr. W. H. Atkinson being appointed tellers of the Election. The result
was announced by Mr. Horton as follows :
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President, Henvy S, Ouncorr; Vice-DPresidents, Dr. S. Pancoast and
G. H. Firr; Oorresponding Secretary, Mme. H. P. Bravarsky ; Recording
Secretary, Joun Srover Conn; Threasurer, Hexgv J. Nuwron; Librarian,
Cuartes SorHeraN; Councillors, Rrv. J. H. Wicaiy, R. B. Wesriroox,
LL.D., Mrs. EMMa Harvinae Brirren, C. E. Siumons, m.p., and Herserr
D. MonacHEst;  Counsel to the Society, WiLLiam Q. Jupcte.

The meeting then adjourned over to the 17th November, 1875, when
the perfected Preamble would be reported, the President Elect deliver

~his Inaugural Address, and the Society be thus fully constituted.

On the evening designated, the Society met in its own hired room ;
the minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved ; the Pre-
sident’s Inaugural Address was delivered and ordered printed ; upon Mr.

" Newton’s motion, thanks were voted to the President; and the Society,

now constitutionally organized, adjourned over to the 15th December.

Thus the Theosophical Society, first conceived of” on the 8th
September and constitutionally perfected on the 17th November, 1875,
after a gestatory period of seventy days, came into being and started on’
its marvellous career of altruistic endeavour per anguste ad augusta.
Inadvertently, in our first published document, the Preamble and DBye-
Laws of the Theosophical Society, the 30th October was given as the date
of organisation, whereas, as seen above, it should properly have been
November 17, 1875.

The foregoing narrative of the origin and birth of the Society is
very prosaic and lacks all the sensational and imaginative features which
have sometimes been ascribed to the event. Tt has, however, the merit
of being historically exact; for, as T am writing history and not ro-
mance, I have stuck to the evidences of our certificated records and can

. prove every point. With an exaggeration of supposed loyalty which

has bred injustice, as bigotry invariably does, many persons have been
repeating to the echo the incorrect statement that H.P.B., and she
alone, founded the Theosophical Society ; what her colleagues did was
less than nothing. Similarly, there are thousands of worthy people who
imagine that the respounsible Editor of the Times writes all the articles.
The fact is that she herself vigorously repudiated the idea when put
forward by Mr. J. L. O’Sullivan, in 1878, She says—answering a caustic

-critic :

"“With crushing irony he speaks of us as ‘our teachers” Now I re-
member having distinctly stated ina previous letter that we (she and I)
have not offered ourselves as teachers, but, on the contrary, decline any such
office—whatever may be the superlative panegyric of my esteemed friend,
Mr. O’Sullivan, who not only sees in me a ‘Buddhist priestess’ (!) but, without,
a shadow of warrant of fact, credits me with the foundation of the Theosophical
Society and its Branches.” [Letter of H. P. Blavatsky, in the Spiritualist of
March 22, 1878].

" H. P. B. was quite wonderful gﬁugh as she actually was without

N the fulsome praise that has been lavished upon her; and the attempt to

»
i
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read into her every word and action an occult valne will only recoil upon
its authors, by the inflexible general law of action and reaction, observ.
able in Nature. Her devotees ignore the fact, that the more prevision-
ary power and infallible insight they ascribe to her, the more mercilessly
will men hold her acconntable for her every action, her mistakes in
judgment, inaccuracies in statement, and other foibles which, in an
ordinary, 7.e., an uninspired person, are often only mildly blamed
because recognized as proofs of human infirmity. It is a most unfriend-
ly act to try to make her a being above humanity, without a weakness,
spot or blemish, for her written public record, let alone her private corres-
pondence, proves the thing impossible. Only to-day, I found a letter of
hers, to me, vehemently asserting that « Poor Brown” was “the best of
men and Theosophists,” and warning me against doing or saying any-
thing that might hurt his feelings or dampen his sincere ardor for our
Society. Seeing how things turned out ; what a wretched failure Brown
was in the T. S.; and how low he stooped to please the Romish priests,
in one of whose monasteries he now is —does this look like infallibility ;
or simply misjudgment of character, hence the evidence of her humanity?
Well might she have adopted as her motto, Maréchal Villars’ pregnant
saying to Louis XIV, “ Defend me from my friends; I can defend
myself from my enemies.” Those who speak the truth about H. P. B.
are her only true friends; for only when all is told, will her greatness
be disclosed.

Though my Inangural Address was appiauded by my audience, and
Mr. Newton, the orthodox Spiritnalist, joined with Mr. Thomas Free-
thinker, and the Rev. Mr. Westbrook, to get a vote that it be printed
and stereotyped—a good proof that they did not think its views and
tone unreasonable—yet it reads a bit foolish after seventeen years of
hard experience. A good deal of its forecast of results has been
verified, much of it falsified. What we counted on as its sound ex-
perimental basis, iz, Felt’'s demonstration of the existence of the
Elemental races, proved a complete and mortifying disappointment.
Whatever he may have done by himself in that direction, he
showed us nothing, not even the tip end of the tail of the tiniest
Nature-spivit. He left us' to be mocked by the Spiritualist and every
other class of sceptic. He was a man of extraordinary acquire-
ments and had made what seemed a remarkable discovery. So probable,
indeed, did it appear that—as I have above stated—Mr. Bouton, an ex-
perienced merchant, risked a very heavy sum on the speculation of get-
ting out his book. For my part, I believe he had done what he claimed
and that, if he had but systematically followed up his beginnings, his
name would have been among the most renowned of our epoch. Having
so often seen H. P. B. employ the Elementals to do phenomena,
Signor B. do the same on several occasions, and my mysterious stranger
show me them in my own rooms, what was easier than for me to believe
that Felt could do likewise ; especially when H. P. B. assured me that he
could ? So, with the temerity of a born pioneér and the zeal of a con-
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genital optimist and enthusiast, I gave rein to my imagination and de-
picted, in my Address, what was likely to result if Ielt’s promise was
made good. Luckily for me, I put in the “if”; and it might have been
better if it had been printed thus—IF. On the plea of his pecuniary
necessities, he got out of Treasurer Newton $100 to defray the costs of
the promised experiments, but brought us no Elementals. In the Coun-
cil meeting of March 29, 1876, a letter from him was read, in which he
stated that *“he was prepared to fulfil his promise to lecture before the
Society upon the Kabbalah, and giving an outline of the different depart-
ments into which he would divide his subject.”

Whereupon, Mr. Monachesi moved a Resolution, which was passed,
that

“The Secretary be instructed to have printed and cirenlated among the
Fellows of the Society, cither the letter of V. . Felt, or a syllabus which
Fellow Felt and himself would prepare.” [ Extract, “ Minutes of the Council of
the T.8.,” p. 15].

The Circular was issued, and helped somewhat to lessen the feeling
of resentment that prevailed against Mr. Felt for his breach of promise.
He actually delivered his second lecture on the 21st June, but then he
again failed us, and I find that, in the Council meeting on the 11th
October, on Treasurer Newton’s motion, a Resolution was adopted, in-
structing Mr. Judge, the Society’s Counsel, to demand that he should
fulfil his legal obligation at an early date. But he never did. Finally,
he went out of the Society ; and having thus proved that nothing was
to be expected of him of that which had been promised, a number of
persons also vanished from the Society, and left ns others, who were not
mere sensation-seekers, to toil on as best we might.

And it was toil as all who were at all active in those days, very well
recollect. Our object was to learn, experimentally, whatever was possi-
ble about the constitution of man, his intelligence, and his place in
nature. KEspecially Mind, active as wiLL, was a great problem for us.
The Eastern magus uses it, the Western mesmerist and psychopath
employ it; one man developes it, and becomes a hero, another para-
lyses it, and becomes a spirit medium. To its resistless sway the
beings of all kingdoms and various planes of matter are obedient,
and when imagination is simultaneously active, it creates, by giving
objectivity to just-formed mind-images. So, though Felt had defaulted,
and we could count on no sailing on smooth tides, yet we had still many
fields left for research, and we explored them a little. The old records
show that we tested mediums, tried experiments in psychometry, thought-
reading and mesmerism, and wrote and listened to papers. But we
made slow progress for, though we all, by tacit consent, put the best
face upon it, every one of us was secretly discouraged by Felt’s fiasco
and there seemed no chance of finding a snbstitute: the rain-maker,
Signor B., had been driven away by H. P. B., after his futile attempt to
create a breach between her and myself ; my swarthy, elemental-summon-
ing visitor did not show his face again; and H. P. B., upon whose
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help everybody had—as we thought—not unreasonably counted, refused
to do the slightest phenomenon at our meetings. So the membership
dwindled by degrees until, at the end of a year or so, there survived the
following : the form of a good organization, sound and strong in its plat-
form ; a clangorous notoriety ; a few, more or less indolent, members;
and an indestructible focus of vitality in the quenchless enthusiasm of
the two friends and co-pupils, the Russian woman and American man;
who were in deadly earnest ; who never for a moment harbored a doubt
as to the existence of their Masters, the excellence of their delegated work,
or the ultimate complete success that would crown it. Judge was a
loyal friend and willing helper, but he was so very much our junior,
that we could not regard him as an equal third party. He was more
like the youngest son in a family. Many an evening after we had estab-
lished our residential Headquarters, when our visitors had gone and
H. P. B. and I stopped in the Library-room for a parting smoke and
chat, have we laughed to think how few we could count upon to stand
by us through everything. The fair speeches and smiles of the - even-
ing’s guests would be recalled, and the selfishness they were meant to
mask detected. The one thing we felt more and more as time went on,
was that we two could absolutely depend upon each other for Theosophy,
though the sky itself should crack; beyond that, all depended upon
circumstances. We used to speak of ourselves as the Theosophical
Twins, and sometimes as a trinity ; the chandelier hanging overhead
making the third of the party ! Frequent allusions to both these plea-
santries occur in our Theosophical correspondence ; and on the day when
she and I were leaving our dismantled apartments in New York, to go
aboard the steamer that was to take us towards India, the last thing
we did was to say, with mock seriousness, ** Farewell, old Chandelier;
silent, light-giving, unchanging friend and confidant !”

The enemy have sometimes said that when we sailed away from
America we left no Theosophical Society behind us; and to a certain -
extent that was true, for, owing to several causes, it did nothing to .
speak of during the next six years. The social nuclens—always the most
powerful factor in movements of this kind—had been broken up ; nobody
was able to form a new one ; another H. P. B. could not be created ; and
Mr. Judge, the then only potential future leader and organizer, was
called away to Spanish countries by professional business, as above
remarked.

It must be said, in justice to Mr. Judge, General Doubleday
and their associates in the original Theosophical Society, whom we
left in charge on leaving for India, that the suspended animation was
for two or three years mainly due to my own fault. There had been
some talk of converting the Society into a high Masonic degree and the
project had been favorably viewed by some influential Masons. It
was thought a good thing to complete, as it were, the current system
of instruction in Masonic Lodges by tracing back the Masonic sym-
hols and their esoteric meaning to the Kastern parent source :
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