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person, as much as if he were passive clay in the hands of the potter.”
Quite so, but this is no new discovery for the laws controlling all such
states of mind and body have been well known, and acted wpon, for
hundreds—nay, for thousands—of years in the East: vide the cnrious
report the Chicago Tribune, which Lucifer notes this month.

Count Tolstoi’s latest and most powerful work, ¢ The Krenzer Sonata,”
together with Kemler’s execution by electricity, furnishes Mr. Robert
Buchanan with the text from which, in the-columns of the Daily Tele-
graph, he most certainly ¢ points a moral,” if he may be said not to exactly
“ adorn a tale” ! His words are weighty, and strongly indicative of the
complete dissatisfaction felt by all thoughtful minds with the direction
at present taken by our modern civilisation and cultivation. He says:—

‘¢ Amid the storm of popular indignation over the horrors of the recent execution
by electricity, one curious....circumstance appears tohavebeen overlooked. Simultane-
ously with the news of Kemler's judicial torture in the interests of science, we have
received from America the news that Count Tolstoi’s Krenzer Sonata’.........has been
suppressed in the interests of morality. It has not, possibly, occurred to you, that
there is any other than an accidental connection between those two recent events,
but to my mind they are only two aspects of the same social question, two strange
results of the sama political force which I have.........called ¢ Providence made Easy’
+«....The reverence for human life, for the human body, has departed with the

reverence for the soul, for freedom, for individunal hope and aspiration ; and, under .

the same cloak of empirical knowledge, morality and science shake hands. Was I
not justified, then, in asserting that our modern ¢ Trade’s Union’ of scientists and
materialists was merely a survival of the old Calvinism—-that Calvinism which, ever
since honest Joha triumphed in the burning of Servetus, has been ¢ cruel as the
grave P How much further will the appetite for carnal knowledge, the best for
verification, lcad the creature who loudly vaunts his descent from the catarrhine
ape, and who looks forward to the dawning @on of the new god, Humanity ? Every-
where the beneficent demagogue, who would regulate the growth of individual
evolution, who would experimentalise on the living subject, from the beast
that crawls to the beast that stands upright, is busily at work, and the voice
of the Legislature'says, ‘¢ Well done.” While the cynic in the market-place loudly
proclaims the death of all human hope and aspiration, while even the Judge on
the bench accepts the destruction of religion, but utters a pharisaic ¢ if we can’t
be pious, let us at least be moral,’ the scientific jerry-builder constructs his
lordly pleasure-house out of the bones of dead creeds. The ethics of the dissecting room
and the torture chamber replace the instincts of the human conscience, which
conscience, if forced cvolution continues to prevail, will soon become a ncw
register of average human prejudices. Meantime, having disintegrated all laws in
succession, we remain at the mercy of the empirical laws of Demiurgs. To talk
through the telephone or to talk into the phonograph is to penetrate the mysteries
of nature, and, heedless of the bolts of Zeus and kindred gods, we exult over Mr
Edison’s bottled thunder.”

1 have quoted at considerable length, because from Mr. Buchanan’s
Jetter there seems to breathe so significant a spirit of condemmation of
the present social state of the Western world ; and because, however
widely he may differ from Theosophists upon other points, upon this
one, at lcast, we can heartily shake hands with him !

A L C.
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THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH.

- [Family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares.)

A PROPHECY OF CATACLYSMS.

MY old and learned American friend, Dr. J. R. Buchanan, has recently
A employed the resources of his own science of Psychometry to
forecast a series of direst cataclysms. Until now, the Hebrew prophet
Jeremiah and the Trojan Princess Cassandra, daughter of Priam and
‘Hecuba, have distanced all competitors as prophets of woe. Let us
hope that fate may have in store for him neither the martyrdom of the
former nor the tragical end which befcll the latter after her thousand

‘true prophecies had been sneeringly disbelieved. It is an old adage

that it is never safe to prophesy unless you know, and one rarely finds a
true seer who has the courage to put his warnings into print at the
time of their utterance as a challenge to a sceptical world. But Dr.
Buchanan is one of the better sort, and twenty-odd years before tho
time which he fixes for the fulfilment of his prophecies, puts himself
on record in the pages of the Arena, an American magazine.

A large number of our readers have learnt the meaning of the
word Psychometry. The subject has heen extensively discussed in
these pages, and in the little pamphlet “ Psychometry and Thought-
transference,” issued from this office in several editions, circulated in
all parts of the globe, and republished in America. It will, therefore,
suffice to say in a word that it is a soul-sight by which its possessor can
look into the astral-light and see the pictures of cvents of past ages,

‘and even foresee the evolutionary results of present active causes.  The
“psychometrical visionary does not need to fall into the trance of mesme-
ric sleep, but can see with the inner cye while physically awake and

conscious of what goes on in the room. It wasone of the most splendid

-discoveries of our- marvellous age, and it will no doubt immortalize the

name of Joseph Rodes Buchapan, eyen if he had never done any other

[
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remarkable thing in his busy professional life, which is fa}' f;?m being
the case. Psychometry is, largely owing to t}.xe neglect o.f 11;:3t 1scoverlellf:
and the untimely death of Professor Denton, its most emlnt?nt e)}zlpone ¢
~—as yet in its infancy as a science. We are not yet,; at f;h.e poin where w0
can place perfect reliance upon thé psychometefr 8 visions : W; z;;: Ee
test by which to discriminate between what he tl.nnks he see;ilan w ho
actually does see independently of extraneous influences. e.res;ar;:u :
-of our times into Thought-transference and ,menta,l .pe'srversmfll y gd
gestion warn us not to take the psychometer’s outgivings as;l ‘law banﬁ
gospel.” For example: Prof. Denton wanting to learn Etomei;t ing t;'nm:
the geological history of ucgrtain island or ?ea.-shore or moun :3,1;1111('1 bigd S,
lays the map on the table, points to the ob]ect. he has msv(;gz)v,or o
the psychometer tell him what h.e sees occurring tl;ereif ,a nmativ,e "
);ea,rs ago. Straightway the subject obey.s'and reels o : Possbly
natural cataclysms, perhaps exceedingly vivid and interes Tg. ossibly
the visions that pass before his inner eye may be accurate pic 3 o of
what did occur; perhaps they are but thought-phf.)tos ;mfrelsise tisfpac-
his brain by the questioner. To make such an experm}en ﬁna a sa,n fo
tory, the experimenter should place the psycho::uei;ert;l1 gerhu};fetﬁc :;
hance spot in the map in total da,r.kness a}ld have the psyc 0 h
< iption given in the dark, and without either of them knowing what
dle:,zglpwl:s liarked under the finger until after the s?ance was oyerf.
%nder such circumstances there could be no' q.uestlo.n of thoug:hti
‘transference from brain to brain, and the vision, if it depicted geoi?ogtlca,f
‘cataclysms which present vestiges proved f:orrect, wouli b]e; 8 Bac 11o
ientific interest. The prophecies recorded in the Arena by r. Bucha-
g b two classes: (a) as to future social events ; (b) as to impend-
tog eml ra‘icc(;l cataclysms. Under the first category he foretells fearful
'mg g'e: O%etween labor and capital—a forecast that requires no grefa.t
conliets ke ; bloody wars between nations, the extinction of monarchies
Bef]r tf(i)xI:; dr’ea,m of every ultra-republican, of course), and the death
g s(:)veraigns now living. With thege grueson.le forebodin}?s we needdnot
the reader’s time: many of the things must appen, and so
Occu}}zh orse for those who may get pinched between the. mill-stones
n;u]({’arm:wOur present interest lies in what the new J erer.mah foreteils
:bout the' physical disasters that are to h.a,pp’en in varions ;)a,rts';r ;:f
the world where some thousands of our S.oclety.' 8 n?empers 'ris.l e. e
following passages compiled from his article will give .ltB.ng :
“1f the moon has a definite relation to the female DODS.tIt'l;ltlon alni. thefpro.
gress of diseages, may there not be an infinite Izul::)::]?:’ periodical rela 1ons‘ rom
. i1 L u
- m‘:}tr;jtr;l Z;i;:: s::’]::l:;sgi::?t;e‘:’slg:::;:r:: by myself indicates three periods of
calamity for the United States, The first was well verified in the te-rriﬁc efarth-
ke of New Madrid, the greatest yet known in our history, anfl the lmmedmte]x
?(l)ll‘;owing war with England, and the prolonggd financial depression and other f:a.la,-

ities which followed. ' ) ) )
ml'l-"‘ As the second period approached, I had snfficient confidence in 1859, to pub

Jish in the Lowisville Journa} (edited by the brilliant George D, Prentico) my cons \
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viction that we were soon to enter g period of six years of national calamity, which
was terribly verified in the war of secession or rebellion. :

“ Now we are approaching a third and still more calamitous period, which ¥
have long unticipated, and its near approach as I foresee it (though still remoto and .
doubtful in the popular mind) prompts me to place on record the date of the coming
cataclysm which in its magnitude and horror will surpass anything of which
authentio history has preserved a record ! o

‘Do not ask me, kind reader, how I have reached so positive a conviction, A
brief magazine essay does not afford room or occasion to explain or to vindicato a
peculiar philosophy unfamiliar to the reading public. I have already said that
my conviction is based on g positive, sciensific law of periodioity, tested for over
thirty years; but not published or taught, thiough I expect to place it on record
for posterity.” ' .

' ¢ Our convulsionary period is approaching, The next presidential election
will develop enough of the riotous element North and South, but especially in the
North, to give us warning,”

¢ The twentieth century will be ushered in with increasing agitation and
discontent, not because the reasons therefor are increasing, but because men are
becoming inflamed by brooding over the social condition, the contrast of princely
wealth and abject poverty. Poverty is never wise to prevent evil, but it can vote-
and it can fight, and it will do both.”

" “ How high the agitation will rige in the next eighteen years it would not bo
wise to predict, but during that time it will be increased by the war in Europe,
which will come on near . the beginning of the twentieth century and end in the
destruction of monarchy. Nineteen years hence war or quasi war will appear in

““ It will be a labor and capital war intermingled with a religious element of
discord and with a mixture of the race question from ‘the presence of a powerfy|
negro element confronting the Caucasian negro-phobia. It will be g dreary triumph,
of the destructive elements, compelling a new departure for the future and a morq .-
thorough democracy. The Church as g power . will be thoroughly shattered, for the
power in this revolution has outgrown the old Bible. The fetters of the past will
be shaken off—the marriage relation approximated to freedom, for the drift of the
future is that way and beyond. The cycle of woman is approaching, and that will
be full compensation for the horrors through which we have to pass, But Biblical
Christianity is nearing its end. The twentieth century will witnesg. its expiring
struggles, and the twenty-first will witness the existence of a voligion in which all
that was good in the past will survive, ¢ Time’s noblest offspring is the last.’ Ip
will not ignore the dawn of Christianity, nor the principles of. Jesns.”

“ Nature, too, is preparing many calamities for ug. As the destruction of
forests goes on, our floods inerease in bower, and large regions are threatened, with
barrenness, as in the old werld for the same reason desolation hag come upon Syria,
ouce like a vast garden of Eden, and upon the northern provinces of Africa, and is
now invading Greece, 8icily, Southern France and Spain.”’ )

“ And formidable, too, will be the power in tho air, the terrible cyclones and
the strange seasons that are coming among our calamities, when. the warmth of
sammer shall fail, and the bounties of agriculture be denied us,” ,

“The cold seasons coming twelve or fourteen years hence, and orushing

agriculture, will add greatly to our gocial calamities,.and the fierce discontent that
prepares men for war? . . e :



134 The Theosophist. : [Dec..

- “ Yery few have a just conception of our caithquake liabilities. The crust of
the earth, floating upon a fiery sea of molten matter, might be compared to a micros-
oopio pellicle on the surface of an egg without a shell.” )

. ¢ A change of one inch in the baromcter represents a variation of seventy-two
pounds to every foot of the surface of the carth benoath it, making a weight of over
1,843 millions of pounds to tho square mile. Three feet of occan tide represents an

.additional weight of more than 1,380,000 tons to the square mile. This is a very

trivial amount compared to the attractions of the sun and moon over the entire
surface of the globe.”

Tt i safe to say that our Atlantic coast is doomed!! Whenever I am on the -

Atlantic. border a stroug foreboding comes over me that our countrymen living
there only a few feet above the ocean level are in a perilous position. A tidal wave
might destroy the entire population of our coast, and a slight sinking of the shore
would be still more fatal. For ten years I have been looking to such possibilities,
and their imminence has compelled me to stndy the question profoundly.”

« Every seaboard city south of New England that is not more than fifty feet
above the sea level of the Atlantic coast, is destined to a destructive convulsion.
Galveston, New Orleans, Mobile, St. Augustine, Savannah, and Charleston are
doomed. Richmond, Baltimore, Washington, Philadelphis, Newark, Jersey City,
and New York will suffer in various degrees in proportion as they approximate tho
sea level. Brooklyn will suffer less, bt the destruction at New York and Jersey
City will be the grandest horror. ’

- «The convulsion will probably begin on the Pacific coast, and perhaps extend in
the Pacific toward the Sandwich Islands. The shock will be terrible, with great

loss of life, extending from British Columbia down along the coast of Mexico, but -

the conformation of the Pacific coast will make its grand tidal wave far less destruc-
tive than on the Atlantic shore. Nevertheless it will be calamitous. Lower California
will suffer severely along the coast. San Diego and Coronado will suffer severely,
especially the latter.

« The destruction of cities which I anticipate, seems to be twenty-four years
ahead—it may be twenty-three. It will be sudden and brief—all within an hour
and not far from noon. Starting from the Pacific coast, as already described, it
will strike southward—a mighty tidal wave and earthquake shock will develop

_in the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea. It will strike the western coast of

Cuba and severely injure Havana. Our sister republic, Venezuela, bound to us in
destiny by the law of periodicity, will be assailed by the encroaching waves and

" terribly shaken by the earthquake. The destruction of her chief city, Caraccas,

will be greater than in 1812, when twelve thousand were said to be destroyed. The
cuining shock will be very near total destruction.

" «Prom South America back to the United States, all Centrnl Amevica and
Mexico,_are severely shaken; Vera Cruz suffers with great severity, but the City of
Mezico realizes only a severe shock. Tampico and Matamoras suffer severely ; Gal-
vesion is overwhelmed; New Orleans is in a dangerous condition—the question
arises between total and partial destruction. I will only say it will be an awful
calnmity. If the tidal wave runs gsouthward, New Orleans may have only its
yebound. The shock and flood pass up the Mississippi from 100 to 150 miles, and
strike Baton Bouye with destructive force.” . :

« What shall we see after the crash and the war? The divers and wreckers
will- be busy in saving some of the submerged wealth. Politicians after the war
will look for the crushed fragments of their demolished parties, but the people, the
eommon people, will be a democratic power that the world has never seen.” The
méhsnres which N ationalism hopes to introduce by clubs will be introduced by war.

“The rebellion against the old order of society will be in conflict” with government,
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and conservative government will seem to put it down, but as it crushes it spreads
and finally triumphs in demolishing every form of monopoly. The people by theil"
government will hold the railroads, the mines, the transportation, the money, the
great manufactures and the great products, grain, cotton, tobacco, etc., and supply
congumers at cost. But at what a terrible cost of human life will these results be
attained, and how terrific the destruction in our great cities,”

“ Europe, too, has its great calamity, but secondary in importance to that of
Ampri'ca. The beginning of the tragedy will approach with the beginning of the
century and the war develop in about fifteen years. Two years of sanguinary revo-
lution will be her volcanic outburst from the pent-up fires that are smouldering
now in human bosoms (and in the fiery sea that supplies Vesuvius), for Europe has
not the statesmanship that could meet its crisis, neither has America. The result
will be the utter destruction of monarchy, an effete absurdity which the enlightened
have outgrown. Every throne will be destroyed except that of the ‘sick man in
Earope” The Bultan will remain, and the German Emperor will yield slowly to
the progress of constitutional government. England will be more fortunate than
the continent, on which the situation will be grandly melodramatic, for after torrents
of blpod had demolished thrones hs.ye roused the world, the limitless power of the
globe introdaces the grand climax in a terrific convulsion of the entire Mediterranean
region, the coasts of Africa, Spain, France, Italy, Egypt, Palestine, Asia Minor, and
the Archipelago. Exhausted nature and exhausted humanity will then end their
struggles.” '

“Italy will suffer severely in the shock ond the inroads of the sea along her
coasts. Rome will not escape, and Naples will suffer. Egypt will be more unfor-
tunate, Cairo and Alexandria half destroyed, and the Suez Canal demolished—its
bed washed out. The maritime cities of the Levant will be nearly destroyed, Pales-
tine and Asia Minor suffer, and even Constantinople be badly shaken, though
Greece, the favorite of the gods, will seem to be shielded. Here we drop the cur-
tain, as the tragedy is over in Europe.” .

‘“To those who have faith in my judgment, especially the readers of my works,
I would say do not remain more than fifteen years on the lowlands of the Atlantit;
coast, south of New England. Keep fully five years between yourself and the great
calamity, to be absolutely safe.”

We must keep in mind the Professor’s admission that he has
¢ profoundly studied” this cataclysmic problem for more than thirty
years. I know him well personally, and know him to be a man of
very powerful mind and determined will. Bring his will-current to
bear upon a sensitive psychometer, and the probabilities are as a thousand
to one that he or she (the psychometer) will be compelled to see what-
cver picture has been framed in the Professor’s mind. Now, he makes
it evident in his quotations from Milne, the seismologist of Japan,
and Falb, of Vienna, and Perey, of Dijon, that he has studied them,
been impressed with their ideas, and conned their seismological tables
and charts. His mind is, therefore, full of astragraph pictures of
earthquakes, and tidal-waves, volcanic eruptions and other geographical
cataclysms. 1f he were his own psychometer, scarcely any one would
venture to believe that he could, however much he might wish it, get
true unadulterated psychometrical visions of coming catastrophes.: But
I believe the fact to be that his revelations come to him second:hand;

through the exquisitely sensitive soul-facwty of his estimable wife, Is
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it" a forced ' inference, then,—remembering his’ positive’ meéntality “and
her exceptional psychometric censitiveness—that Mrs. Buchanan, or
whatsoever otlier percipient he may have employed, has seen what Prof.
Buchanan unconsciously forced her to see ¢ Grant that he has made
a number of verified prophecies, the case is still left sub judice: the
Science of Psychometry has not as yet won its place in the category
of “exact” sciences, and every fresh prophecy must be examined as
though new ground were being broken in this department of psychical
research. = ‘ ' ot

Astrological and astronomical forecasts have undoubtedly been made
as to the occurrence of earthquakes, and it may perhaps be admit-
ted that they are governed by a law of periodicity : very likely .they
are since all things else seem to be. But it must not be forgotten that

no physical gcientist has until now proved the truth of the melted-centre

theory of our globe. Specula.tions there are and clever inferences, yet
the final word has not yet been spoken. The thermometricians—Saus-
gure, Daniell, Marcet, De la Rive and Reich “ announced the general:
conclusion that the temperature of the earth increases as we descend,
at the rate of about one degree in every fifty feet—so rapidly indeed
that at the centre the hardest rocks and metals would be melted in an
instant.” (Sci. Am., October 1890). It was Humboldt who originally
agserted that the crust of the earth is, compm’ative]y with the fiery mass
within, no thicker than an egg-shell ; and I have read in another work
that the cooled crust is as to the earth’s diameter as the down on &
peach to the whole diameter of that fruit. But the difficulty has been
urged, on the other hand, that if such were the case there could be no
water in the ocean, for it would be evaporated instantaneously even if
the moisture in our atmosphere could by any now inconceivable perver-.
sion of physical law be condensed into the form of a fluid. - For the
same reason there could be no mountain rill, nor river, nor pond, nor
lake. - And it must be noﬁcd that the result of ocean-soundings proves
that the temperature in the sea decreases rapidly as the sounding-,
thermometer sinks towards the bottom. ) '

There is tho other theory that the globe is hollow. The greab

Halley’s paper in the Philosophical Transactions, entitled “ The Structure’

of the Internal Parts of the Earth and the Concave Habited Arch of the
_ Shell,” sustained this hypothesis, and the noted Captain Symmes invited
Sir Humphrey Davy and Baron Humboldt to accompany him upon an

exploring expedition to the centre through the alleged opening near the -

North Pole, so often and so mercilessly satirized as “ Symmes’ Hole.™
Readers of Isis Unveiled will recall the solemn averment of the mystical

philosopher Eugenius Philolethes that the real Earth is contained within’ ‘

this “feculent shell” upon which we live and which we ignorantly re-
gard as the Earth. When doctors disagree, then, what can we outsiders
dobut stand at attention and wait for the final discovery of the truth,
and pray that we may be Jucky enongh to finish our reincarnations before:

~minds- to see what the future may have in store for us.
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-the Dies Ire, the woeful epoch, when the terrestrial ball shall
thrf)ugh one of her alleged periodical convulsions and “ chaos come o PM’E:
Ii'; is undoubtedly a good thing for Dr. Buchanan to record his galull.
gical prophecies, and an equally good thing for us to wait with gle:c;i
consolation to know that earthquakes and tidal-waves ::e 1::0111’9
always confined to localities, 7. e., they do not occur simultaneousl i
all parts of the globe. And as Adyar is not included in the 11y 13
scheme of Buchanan’s expected cataclysms, we have the chance of lic:"rl
to record in this magazine twenty-three years hence the fnlﬁlmentu(])%
tI}e contrary of these direful prognostics. Before leaving our reader t
ngest the problem, I beg him to turn to “ Five Years of Theo 11; g
{p- 388), and see that it stands written there that: o o
" ““ We are at the end of a cycle—geological and — inni
?.nother, Cataclysm is to folloZv cutialysrﬁ. The p:::f:p ::ie? 2}: :ngn;:?r:ng o
:n ma,'ny quarters ; and not only will men be swallowed up or slain by thonsin?in:
bz:w;e lantd afppear and ‘old’ subside,.volcanio eruptions and tidal waves appu]:
wie;m;re :V : a;nﬂl;:s:l?:g;z;iolf)::r will pe :mcovered to the dismay of Westen;
R oropacy lous e prophet’s honours: but still, let this stand ag
The above is a reprint from the Theosophist (Vol. V, 43) for N ove

ber 1883, and, therefore, antedates by seven years Dr. Buchanan’s Ar o
article. - Is it possible that it was this which set him to studyin :’;“
ea?,rthquake maps, and proximately caused the transfer of certain Igr;inde
pictures of coming terrestrial disturbances to a psychometer’s brain'x;
It may or may not be ; in either case it matters little for, as above
stated, Psychometry has not yet displayed all its magnificent poten
tialities. . . ' -

H. S. Ovcorr.

THE RITES OF CREMATION AMONG THE HINDUS.

NDIA is nothing if not spiritual. In her daily practices you will

. find her so even in these days of her spiritual and religious, moral
and intellectual degeneracy. In the morning she will mutt’er her
prayer, and remgmber with veneration the sacred names of the saints
before she rises from bed. While bathing ‘she will go through the
prescribed forms of prayer adapted to the occasion and offer ¢ and
handfuls of water to the souls of the departed kith and kin, not to

‘say ancestors. . This is called the turpan which has just been celebrated

all over the great peninsula. After ablution she engages herself in
W?rshlpping her gods and goddesses with appurtenances that con-
tribute none the less to her physical well-being. In going to take
her meal she will take the name of Janardhan, which is but another
name for Narayan, one of the Hindu Triad, as you know full well. In
every day routine business she will never cease praying to Almighty
In the evening and in night before going to bed she will not bt;

found wanting in what characterizes a devotional heart. In-sick-bed
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.menstraating, should first be consecrated with #:l
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she ministers to-both the physical and spiritnal wants of the patient.
And lastly, . though mnot the least, in matter of the disposal of the

~ dead, she is not less prayerful ; having to recite certain necessary

mantras or incantations befitting the solemn occasion, and to undergo
some rites and observances prescribed by the Shastrakars or the
framers of the Shastras. I shall try to deal succinctly with the facts

_ that are intimately connected with the subject, and make mention

of those who alone are entitled to burn the mortal remains of their
relations—distant or near. In Europe and America cremation, I am
happy to say, is every day gaining ground. But I know not whether
or not any rule is observed as to the way in which the corpses are
disposed of, and by whom they are disposed of. I am afraid that

. nothing of the kind is persistently followed in either of them. The

dead bodies are burnt there, I think, by any one; the funerals being
simply attended by the relatives and friends and acquaintances of the
departed, but performed by the professional undertakers. With a
view to educate English and American public opinion on, the matter,
I have taken it up in right earnest.

1. In the absence, or in the event of the illness, or on'the failure
of the eldest legal heir, the one next to him should apply fire to tho
head of the departed.

2. A Brahmin’s corpse might be cremated by his pupils by the
Acharya (spiritual guide) who made him twice-born, whispering cer-

_ tain mantras at his ears, ‘called gayatris, from which the Sudras have

been excluded with jealous care. o .

) 3. The corpse of a child, male or female, which has not at the time
of its death completed two calendar years (365x 2 days) should not be
burnt but buried, placing the head southward.

4. One who suffered from leprosy, piles, fistula, stone, strangury,
gonorrhma, chronic bowel complaints, pulmonary diseases, carbuncle
vpa,ra.lysi}s, mumps, and the diseases of the eye, should perform Pmyasz
chittam before his death. If not, the cremator should do the same before
the cremation takes place. . ‘

5. The dead body of a woman, while yet in lying-in-room and

(sesamum seed) and

the five products of a cow (dung, urine, milk, ghee and curd made of

the milk of a cow).
6. The child should be extracted from the womb of the mother
dying in an enceinte state and buried. Then the body of the mother ig
_to be washed and burnt.
7. Should a married woman have occasion to do on
shall make use of grass and barley.

, .On the death of a person, the son or other lawful cremator shall
‘bathe and put on new clothes and boil rice. He shall bathe the corpse,

and place it on the ground overspread with kusha, having well covered

it with new cloth and placed the head towards the south, Afterwards

e’s funeral, sho

1890.] The Rites of Cremation among the Hindus. 139

it is to be besmeared with ghee. Having washed the hands he shall put
a kusha ring on the ring-finger and recite the mantras, whose purport is
as follows : — ‘

I bathe thee with the sacred water of Gya, Kurukshettra, Pindarak
and other places of pilgrimage ; of the sea; of the Ganges, the Jumna,
the Koushikee, the Suraya, the Chandrabhaga and other rivers thaf
rise from the mountains.

After the recitation the lifeless body is to be washed a second time.
New clothes and a new sacred thread in case of the three superior castes
is to be put on, if the remains were those of & Brahmin, a Kshetriya
or a Vaishya. Itis to be besmeared with powdered sandalwood, and
the orifices of the ears, the nostrils, the eyes and the mouth should:
bo each made a receptacle of seven different pieces of gold or, for want
of it, seven pieces of bell metal. All this being done, it is to be placed
on the funeral pile with the head to the south. Some portion of the
burning ground ought to be made sacred with a wash of cow-dung.
Hands washed, and seated on the ground overspread with kusha, he has
to go through the preparatory rite of achaman with the face turned
towards the east. Subsequently, turning towards the south and bending
the right knee and putting the uifariye on the right shoulder and,
should the poor cremator happen to be a twice-born, disposing it in the
same way as the sacred thread has been disposed in, he will have to draw
a four-sided figure, beginning and ending with prescribed directions.
After having gone through a series of mantras, one and all of which are
replete with significations and are to be given expression to at every
stage of this rather tedious process, according as the body happens t3 be
that of a Brahmin male, of a Brahmin female, of a Kshetriya male, of a
Kshetriya female, of a Vaishya male, of a Vaishya female, of a Sudra
male, of a Sudra female, he must walk thrice round it with a blazing
fire in his hand, which is at last to be placed at the head of the
departed.

When the cremation is almost done, he should take up seven small
pieces of wood, of the measure of the space between the thumb and the
forefinger, and throw each of them in succession on the funeral pyre on
the completion of each circumgyration. When it is done, the fire is to bo
put out with water. The next thing to be done is to place a large earthen
vessel (kalst) full of water and surmounted with an earthen plate (sara)
containing seven shells (kowries) on the extinguished pyre. The crema-
tor has then to recite the mantras, which, when rendered in English,
would amount to this:—

O Thou flesh-consuming Fire !
I pay respect to thee,

Striking the remaining unburnt picces of the wood of the funeral
pile with an axe and not eyeing it any longer, the party accompanying the
cremator-in-chief shall make for a river, wherein every one of them shall

take a dip. Prior to this they miust ask of a relation of the decensed’s
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permission to perform the turpan. He will instantly give it to t11f>m.
Precedence of birth is to be strictly observed in the question of ablution.
To make myself clearer, 1 must say that the eldest person shall
bathe first, then come forward the younger. They continue in this way
till the youngest of them all has done. Having perfo'rmed. the ceremony
of the turpan, they shall solemnize the ceremony of dtlsposmg the bones
by burying them in the bed of the Ganges or other river held sacred .by
the Hindus. The mantras necessary for the occasion vary according
to the sex and caste of the deceased.

- T will make bold enough to say that now-a-days all over India
nobody abides by the rules laid down by Raghunandan and the puissant
Shastrakars following in his wake. Rules, such as these, have a direct
bearing on the subject treated of in the foregoing few lines.

" In conclusion I beg leave to say that a learned Pandit has collect-
ed them in a brochure form. It is a Bengali publication, the price being
set very low—one anna a copy. Itis entitled the Shaba Daha Paddhati.
The name of the compiler is Pandit Adya Nath Bidyabhusam, an
inhabitant of Shibpore in the district of Howrah, Bengal.

Nakur CHANDRA Bisvas.

« MENTAL EVOLUTION IN ANIMALS.”’*

EADERS of this magazine have, of late, been so bounteously regaled
with mysticism and metaphysics that a glance at historical psycho-
logy may not pfove unseasonable. With this view in mind it has seemed
to me highly desirable that some of the leading works of great Western
thinkers on this head. should receive notice in these columns. And,
indeed, so invaluable is the bracing air of this region, so admirable
a tonic does it afford to the mind wearied with transcendentalist gam-
bols, that it is proposed in the following paper to give abrief survey of one
of the most effective works in modern science, the title of which consti-
tutes our text. 'The importance of this contribution to mordern thought
lies, of course, in its development of the thesis so ably pioneered by Her-
bert Spencer, to wit, the resting of historical psychology on the sound
foundation afforded by the doctrine of organic evolution. Needless,
also, to say it is free from all suspicion of an obscurantist mysticism and
confronts its subject furnished with all the munition of war rendered
available by the magnificent strides of modern science. Itis mnot too
much to say that this departure in historical psychology, led by our
leading evolutionist thinkers, has placed almost half of the old problems
which exercised a Plato, a Kant, or a Hegel, on quite a new footing.
' The complications mnecessarily present in works which profess to
deal at all exhaustively with the details of historical psychology are
considerable, and perhaps rather suitable to the columns of a specially
technical journal, such, for instance, as * Mind.” I do not, accordingly,

# By G. J. ROMANES, M.A.,, LL.D,, F. R, 5., Kegan Paul, Trench and Co.
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propose to do more than introduce particular works to the attention of
the reader, leaving those who list to follow up the intricacies of these
charming pursuits for themselves. With this proviso to business.

Dr. Romanes’ special work as an evolutionist has lain in the direc-
tion of elucidating the evolution of intellect emotion and will along the
line of ascending organisms. A biologist of profound depth and a most
versatile scientific thinker to boot, he is admirably equipped for his task.
He is, of course, a liberal thinker of the moderate agnostic school, regard-
ing any special theological creed as outside his domain and appertaining
par excellence to the sphere of comparative religion. Up to the present
his labours have resulted in the production of three works—* Animal
Intelligence”” (Intern. Scientific Series), “ Mental Evolution in Animals,”
and “ Mental Evolution in Man”—the latter dealing more particularly
with the origin of the conceptual order of ideation which, with the
possession of the moral sense and religious bias, marks off the human
mind from that of brutes. We are, however, promised a supplementary
volume dealing with the evolution of these latter two faculties ero
long.

In opening the treatise now before us, Dr. Romanes takes carc to
refer the reader to the basis of fact embodied in his * Animal Intelli-
gence”’—mainly consisting of a rich and varied assortment of data
bearing on the observed indications of intelligence met with in animals.
No one indeed can venture to generalize on this difficult subject from
the mere abstract standpoint. We have to look to the verdict of no self-
centred ascetic meditating in solitude on his nose or navel. He at least
is sure to go wrong. No, we have to listen to the results of those nume-
rous and patient observers—the Biichners, the Darwins, the Wallaces,
et hoc genus omme—whq go out boldly into Nature and bring back to ns
the outcome of their patient researches. The man of the study or arm-
chair metaphysician has perforce to abide by these. If he will not, his
work is thereby declared out of court. Now * Animal Intelligence” is
just one of those works which furnishes the required mass of facts in
their bounteous plenty and variety. From mammalia down to the pro-
tozoa—through Birds, Reptiles, Batrachia articulata and the rest—the
fair expanse of nature has been ransacked for the quest in view.

The author is of course not concerned to discuss organic evolution
itself—the theory of the origin of organisms by way of slow differentia-

“tion though geologic w®ons out of the primal protoplasm of the early

tepid oceans. He justly looks on that question as no longer a matter of
dispute among competent naturalists. I take it for granted,” he says,
“that all my readers accept the doctrine of Organic Evolution, or the
belief that all species of plants and animals have had a derivative mode
of origin by way of natural descent ; and, moreover, that one great law
or method of the process has been natural selection or survival of the
fittest. If any one grants this much, I farther assume that he raust
concede me the fact, as distinguished from the manner and history of























































































