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few Americans, she never changed from her
standpoint of the U.S.A. She was a fervent
patriot of her country, and in a way, while she
was perfectly sympatheticto everything Indian,
Indian customs and ‘ways were not her ways
and customs because she was an American.
To the end there was in her thinking a deep de-
votion to her own fatherland, while at the same
time perfect service in the name of Theosophy
to those whom she served in the cause of
education. )

I should like to mention very briefly what a
strong connection the Theosophical mévement
and our schools have with the U.S.A. First,
Colonel Olcott, the President-Founder, was an
American. Secondly, greater than he as a
Theosophical leader was Madame Blavatsky,
who was born a Russian, but became a citizen
of the U.S. by naturalization in New York
before she came to India. Then for a time we
had help in our educational work from Mrs.
Courtwright, then we had also Miss Mary K.
" Neff helping in the school at Benares and in
other places. Two Americans, though they
did not help in the educational work of India,
did help in another part of the educational
work begun by Colonel Olcott—Mr. C. F.
Powell who was general manager of Buddhist
Schools in Ceylon, and Mr: Fritz Kunz who
acted as Principal of the Ananda Buddhist
College in Colombo.

When I think of Miss Palmer and her ser-
vices to us in a strange land, I often wonder
how many of us in India would be willing to
make a similar act of sacrifice and live in a
strange country, and help on the other side of
the world. Suppose there was a call to teach
the Vedanta. How many would go into a
cold climate, live among strangers, make new
friends there, and end the life there ? I am
told Miss Palmer only went back to America
once for a visit from the time she came here.

I would like to give my tribute to this re-
markable woman with strong will, strong de-
votion to her own country, who yet at the
same time in the name of education gave of
her best to help wherever there are Indian
boys and girls.

Mrs. Margaret Cousins

who has almost completely recovered from
the paralysis that struck her two years ago,
passed her 68th birthday quietly at Adyar on
November 7. Dr. and Mrs. Cousins are living
. in Sevashrama, near the beach, and there she
was serenaded by the Besant School and
Kalakshetra. She was remembered also at
the Madanapalle Theosophical College where
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she' was hostel “Mummy” for a number of
years and where she began the movement for
enfranchisement and social uplift of Indian
women and for the welfare of Indian children.
She was actually the founder of the All-India
Women’s Conference.

Adyar's Village Children

have since 1927 been quietly and unostenta-
tiously cared for in the Child Welfare Centre
in the Estate, under the supervision of Mrs.
Sri Ram who was the organizer and origina-
tor of this valuable help to the village women
and children. The daily routine work is bath-
ing and treating mothers and children for
minor ailments, ante and post natal care, feed-
ing of undernourished ‘mothers and babies!
The maternity cases average about 20 a
month in about 22 villages under this Centre
and the delivery is conducted in the home by
the midwife, serious cases being sent to the
Hospital free. Special food and medicine is
given to these cases, sheets and blankets are
lent and clothes donated for the baby.

. Recently Mrs. Sri Ram has started a new
social activity—a weekly sewing class for
women and girls of the villages. About two
dozen girls are at present learning to make
their own blouses as well as pillow cases,
handkerchiefs, embroidery, which they can
sell. The girls also learn each time an item
of special cooking with less expensive and
more wholesome ingredients than generally
used, and even know how to make articles of
necessity such as soap for less than the market
price.

The Madras Pinjrapole

which is a place where old animals, mostly
cattle, are kept till their natural death, has in
its present condition long distressed the Animal
Welfare workers at Adyar. It is a 5-acre
compound about 8 miles from Adyar, unfortu-
nately situated in a crowded residential area,
without a single blade of grass for grazing and
hardly any trees for shade. So, on the 21st
October, 25 trees were planted in loving mem-
ory of Dr. Arundale, and the Secretary of the
Pinjrapole Committee as well as the Superin-
tendent joined in the planting and themselves
offered to plant some 15 more trees.

There are many more improvements to be
made in this Pinjrapole. Some have already
been achieved through the instigation of our
Animal Welfare workers whose aim is to
better the living conditions of these animals
who have a long life of service to mankind
behind them.





















