New Series: Vorume ITT, No. 1 — SEPTEMBER 15, 1931

THE THEOSOPHICAL FORUM

Published under the authority of THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY
Point Loma, Caiifornia, U. S. A.
G. bE BURUCKER, M. A, D. LITT, Leader
J. H. FussELL, D. rnEOs and M. M. TYBERG, M. A., Associate Editors -

Neither The Theosophical Soaety nor its Leader is responsible for any statements
herem, except when signed by the latter

e

-Report of the H.P.B. Centennial Conference

~ HELD ON JUNE 24, 1931, AT THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE ENGLISH

SecTiON oF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 62 BAKER ST.
. LonpoN, W. 1, ENGLAND

E text of the invitation sent to the kist of members and executive officers
of the different Theosophical Societies in Europe printed below, was: as
follows: ' : ‘ :

Dear ~, As you know, 1931 is the Centenary of the birth of H. P. B,,
and we are endeavoring to make the year a memorable one in the history of
the Theosophical Movement by inviting representative members of all the dif-
ferent Theosophical Societies to come together in f{riendly conference — not
only to pay a tribute in words to the memory of H. P. B, but to realize practi-
cally the great ideal of a “real living fraternity” for which she laboured and gave
her life. '

We feel sure that you will have constructive ideas which would be of value
to the whole Movement, just as we hope and believe that we, may have ideas
which would be of similar benefit. For these reasons we are confident that
nothing but good can result if some of the active members of the different so-
cieties ‘come together on this occasion for a fair, free and friendly exchange of
views in the true spirit of Theosophical comradeship. The time is surely ripe
for us all to realize that the ideal of Universal Brotherhood must be given a wider
application than mere harmony amongst the individual associates of one parti-
cular society — absolutely necessary as that may be.

Owing to the practical impossibility for many European Theosophists of

‘undertaking the long and expensive journey to Point Loma for the Centennial
‘Conference which will take place there on August 11th, we are holding a similar

gathering here in London on June 24th, which should be more convenient. for

~ the majority. Therefore on behalf of the Leader of the Society, Dr. de Pu-

rucker, who intends to be in London himself, it is with very great pleasure that
T exter.d to you his invitation to take part with us in what should prove .a truly
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memorable gathering. The meeting will begin probably at 11 a.m. at this ad-
dress. Admission will be by card only, and this will be sent to you in due course.

It is not proposed, and I would emphasize this, that our Conference should
take the form of a business meeting at which definite undertakings would be
entered into. On the contrary the procedure will be as informal as possible, and
there will be no voting. All those taking part will meet on equal terms, and
everyone will be invited to state his views without fear or favor, so that by
mutual understanding and good-will we may learn to know each other better.

May we ask you to be so good as to reply at an early date to this invitation,
which we trust, in the interest of the Movement, you will see your way to accept.

Believe me, Very sincerely and fraternally yours,

A. TrREVOR BARKER,
President English Section.

The list of those to whom Invitations were sent follows.

Dr.and Mrs. Arundale T, S. (Adyar) Accepted

Mrs. Margaret Jackson . Gen. Sec. England ’

Mr. H. S. L. Polak . Treas. England ”

Mr. E. L. Gardner » -

Mr. Peter Freeman " Gen. Sec. Wales "

Mr. J. P, Allan ’ Gen. Sec. Scotland .

Mrs. E. Robinson ’ Gen. Sec. Ireland "

Dr. Anna Kamensky . Gen. Sec. Russia ’

Mme. E. de Rathonyi ” Gen. Sec. Hungary "

Miss Karsai . Austria ’

Mrs. Sola de Sellares " Spain '

Mr. Cochius v Holland '

Mr. J. Kruisheer ' ’s "

Mr. Shuurman »s . .

Miss Serge Brisy " Belgium »

Dr. Thorin v Denmark ’

Mr. R. Smyslov v Rumania "

Mrs. Engel " Germany "

Miss Baumann ’ Switzerland »

Mrs. Kern ’ . -

Miss Selever - Hungary ”

Mr. T. Kennedy " Ireland "

Mme. Koenig v Russia o

Miss Hembold " Sweden v

Mr. J. W. Hamilton- Jones ’ Pres. Phoenix Lodge, London, England  Accepted
Dr. D. de Nagy ’s England Accepted

Mr. L. Pepe - - ”

Mrs. Ivens ’ » B

Mrs. D. Lindquist " ” .
*Miss A. Banks ’ Wales ’
*Sefiora L. Gamberini . Cen. Sec. Italy ’
*Lady Emily Lutyens . England Kindly refusal as no longer active member T.S.
*Prof. J. E. Marcault ' ' No reply .
*Mr, Bertram A. Tomes " ’ - Prevented by duties l
*Mr. Joseph Bibby o . Courteous refusal, owing to advanced age
*Dr. Van der Leeuw v Gen. Sec. Holland Courteous refusal owing to de- /

parture for U. S, A.

*Mr. Armas Rankka ’ Gen. Sec. Finland  Regretted unable to attend

*These were not present.
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*M. Charles Blech (T.S. Adyar) Gen. Sec. France  Cordial acceptance
l *Herr Verweyen . Gen. Sec. Germany No reply
*Mme. Romniciano “ Gen. Sec. Rumania ,, ,,
*Mr. Parchansky " Gen. Sec. Czechoslavakia No reply
*Mr. Svernild o Gen, Sec. Denmark No reply
*Mr. Jelisava Vavra " Gen. Sec. Jugoslavia Regretted unable to attend
*Sefiorita Ester Nicolau ” Gen. Sec. Spain  Regretted unable to attend: sent
delegate
*Mme. Rollier . Gen. Sec. Switzerland No reply
*Mr. ]. Salvador Marquez ’ Gen. Sec. Portugal Greatly regretted unable to attend
*Mr. Cordes ' Gen. Sec. Austria  No reply
*M. Polak ’ Gen. Sec. Belgium ,, ,,
*Mr. Michelsen »” Gen, Sec, Norway ,, .,
*Mrs. Matthiasson ” Gen. Sec. Iceland  Refused, not understanding G. de
P.’s attitude to Dr. Besant
*M:. Nickoft . Gen. Sec. Bulgaria No reply
*Mr. G. H. Liander v Gen. Sec. Sweden  Regretted unable to attend
*Mr. ]. D. Ros - Holland Greatly regretted unable to attend
*Mr. R.C. Gravestein "> » T 12 » P 2
*Myr. Prinaris v QGen. Sec. Greece No reply
*Mme. Wrzesniewska ’s Gen, Sec. Poland v s
*Mr. Perez ’ Gen. Sec. Egypt v
Mr. D. N. Dunlop Anthroposophical Soc. Gen. See.  Accepted
and Mrs. D. N. Dunlop
*Miss Bothwell-Gosse Soc. Divine Wisdom, Pres., Eng. v

Miss M. C. Debenham

Miss M. M. Sharples
*Herr Hugo Vollrath
*Herr Hermann Rudolph

*General Secretary

*M:. Wm. Kingsland

*The Hon. Mrs. A, J. Davey ,, '

*Miss Ettie Beswick
*Mr. J. Mackenzie
*Mr. L. S, Doraisarm
*Mr. T. F. Vreede
*Mr. B. P. Wadia
*M. Louis Revel
*M. M. Girardet
Mr. R. A. V. Morns
Miss Maud Hoffman
Mr. H. J. Strutton
*Mr, T. C. Humphreys
*Mr. Pekka Ervast

*Miss Maria von Szlemenics  ,,

*Capt. Bowen
Dr. J. H. Fussell
Miss Elsie Savage
Mrs. Hector Geiger
Mrs. Trevor Barker

" 1 "” &c" bad 2

Soc. for Promoting the Study of Religions, Hon. Sec., Eng.
Theosophische Gesellschaft, Germany Accepted
International Theosophische Verbriiderung

{(Hartmann Society) Leipzig, Germany Courteous refusal
International Theosophische Verbrii-

derung, Hamburg, Germany Courteous refusal
Blavatsky Association, Eng. Refused after much correspondence
Hon. Sec. Courteous refusal

U.L.T., London, Refused: for reasons see letter belowt

»” ”» i 3 ” L3 3 ”

Accepted

29 HO"and 3 » s ”» ) )
» India » ” 1 ’ " "”
- France » » » » " "
1 s 3» 3 ? b4 ] 3 »
Independent; England Accepted
" Ed. Occult Review, Eng. .
.  Pres. Buddhist Lodge, Eng. ,,
’ Finland Accepted circumstances permitting
Hungary - » -
. Ireland Regretted unable to attend

T. S. (Point L.oma) Secretary General
. International Lecturer
” English Section

*These were not present.

TThis letter (see p.4)is published as being typical of the reasons for refusal given in the replies
. received from members of the United Lodge of Theosophists.
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Miss E. Medd-Hall T.S. (Point Loma)  English Section

Miss E. G. Wilkinson . "
Prof. H. P. Shastri v v
Mr. Percy Leonard ’ ”
Mz. Peter Stoddard ” ”
Miss E. Atkinson . s
Dr. Kenneth Morris » Pres. Welsh Section
Dr. Anie Goud » Pres. Dutch Section
Mr. J. H. Venema ’ Vice-Pres. Dutch Section
Dr. Osvald Sirén » Swedish Section (Member Leader’s Cabinet)
Mr. and Mrs. H. Norman > Ireland
*Mr. E. A. Gyllenberg - Sweden
*Dr. Eric Bogren - Pres. Swedish-Finnish-Danish Section
*Mme. Anna Wicander v Sweden
*Mr. Lars Eek " v

*These were not present.

9, Greuille Place, London, N. 1. 6. April 27, 1931,

(+)Dear Mr. Barker: I am in receipt of your letter of April 12th, inviting me,
in Dr. de Purucker's name, to be present at your meeting of June 24th in order
that “by mutual understanding and good-will we may learn to know each other
better” and so that we could ‘realize practically the great ideal of a real living
fraternity’ for which she (H. P. B.) “laboured and gave her life.”

If you will turn to a “Puzzle from Adyar” you will see that she wrote “H. P. B.
is loyal to death to the Theosophical Cavusg, and those great Teachers whose
philosophy alone can bind the whole of Humanity into one great Brotherhood.”

If you will look up the various claims made by vour “Leader” you will see
that these claims are definitely against the philosophy of Theosophy, and hence
must stand in the way of the realization of the one Brotherhood above referred
to. For, in Mr. Judge's statement at the Convention of 1894, he says —after
having admitted that he heard from and was an agent of the Mahatmas —“I
deny that I have ever sought to induce that belief in others and fhis is the first
time to my knowledge that I have ever made the claim now made. 1 am pressed
into the place where I must make it. My desire and effort have been to distract
attention from such an idea as related to me.” (Italics mine)

When, therefore, Dr. de Purucker himself follows the “lines laid down” and
his similarity of aim and purpose and of teachings to those of H. P. B. begins
to show itself, he and ali other Theosophists so embued will already be one
Brotherhood and it will not be necessary to arrange meetings where brotherhood
.can be practically realized for that Brotherhood will be in actu and not only in
name.

It is therefore a cause for regret that the various Theosophical Societies can-
not join together on the basis of Teaching and of strict adherence to the lines
laid down, to celebrate the centenary of Her from whom all of us claim life and
sustenance. Let the “Claims™ be put aside and the first barrier will be removed,
but so long as the claims persist so long will conferences be useless.

Therefore, “in the interest of the Movement” I must decline to accept your

invitation. . )
Yours sincerely,

ETHEL BESWICK.
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THE CoNFERENCE came to order at the sounding of seven strokes on the
gong, followed by a few moments of silence.

The Chairman — Dr. Trevor Barker:

Fellow Theosophists and Brothers: We are assembled here together today
to pay a tribute to the work and memory of H. P. Blavatsky who founded The
Theosophical Society in 1875 as the agent and messenger of that holy Brother-
hood of living men whom we call the Masters of Wisdom, Compassion, and
Peace. In Their name she performed her great work for humanity through toil
and sacrifice and suffering which is only paralleled in the lives of the Great
Teachers and Saviours of the Human Race. She lived and worked to make
possible a real living Fraternity among men — and with the same high end in
view we have come here at the invitation of Dr. de Purucker.

Because 1 happen to be President of the English Section of The Theosophical
Society with Headquarters at Point Loma, California, the great privilege has
been given to Mrs. Barker and me to act today officially as your hosts, and it
gives me the most sincere pleasure and satisfaction to be able to welcome you
here today, on an occasion unique, I believe, in the history of the Theosophical
Movement.

Brothers, there is no higher tribute we can pay to the memory of the Great
Teacher than to honour the Truths she taught, to demonstrate them practically
in our own lives and make them part of the very fabric of our being.

1 venture to say that in coming here today, many from long distances by
land and by sea, and accepting the hand of friendship so sincerely held out to you,
you have by that act alone paid a genuine tribute to H. P. B., and have proved
before the world that Theosophists are capable of practising the Brotherhood
they preach. Just as you have trusted us in coming here today, so do we trust
you not to break the sacred law of Brotherhood in anything you may say from
this platform. We want to use this magnificent opportunity to get to know and
understand each other better and to discuss in an entirely impersonal and con-
structive way how as members of different Theosophical organizations we can
best co-operate to present H. P. B.'s message to the world. It is a great oppor-
tunity, Brothers, and we must all feel called in this hour to rise above limited
personal views into the pure air of Eternal Ideas. Let us disabuse our minds
here and now of any intention in our speeches to criticise any brother Theosophist,
present or absent, and that applies equally to the policy pursued by any Society.
This conference is not merely to listen to the views of the Point Loma Society
or its Leader, not at all; on the contrary, we are sincerely desirous of hearing
from you an expression of the ideals for which you stand, of the hopes and aspira-
tions towards which you are looking in the sacred cause which we all hold dear.
The Society to which I belong stands simply and truly for what is known as the
Blavatsky tradition in Theosophical work. We are proud to wear the uniform
of H. P. B,, and to uphold her teaching in any and every circumstance. We
believe that in remaining true to the lines she laid down as the direct agent of
the Masters who sent her forth, lies the road of Salvation for the Theosophical
Movement today.

Because of other engagements our Conference today must come to an end
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by 4 or 5 o'clock, and therefore because we have a list of some 18 representative
speakers. the time that can be allotted to the majority must necessarily be
short: but two or three of the more prominent members present, have been
asked to speak at somewhat greater length. We thought that as we are many
of us unknown to each other, it would be best to have a number of short
speeches before luncheon at 1 p. m. and then on the basis of the constructive
ideas which we shall hear this morning we can enter into fuller discussion this
afternoon. Brothers, this is not a debate. but we are here to listen to the ex-
pression of your highest ideals in sympathy and silence. I invited Mrs. Jackson
as the General Secretary of the Adyar Society in England to be the first speaker,
but at her urgent request 1 am going first to ask Dr. de Purucker to address us
for a short while only now, and he will speak at greater length later in the day.
Then I shall call upon Dr. Arundale as one of the most prominent members
present of the Adyar Society to speak next, with other speakers as I call upon
them. I will ask you to forgive me in advance for failing to pronounce foreign
names correctly! I shall try to tell you in each case the particular office which
each speaker holds in his own Society, but please correct me if I go wrong.

In conclusion may I read to you three significant paragraphs from H. P. B.'s
Message to the Convention of the American Section of the Theosophical So-
ciety in 1888:

“This should never be forgotten. nor should the following fact be overlooked.
On the day when Theosophy will have accomplished its most holy and most
important mission — namely to unite firmly a body of men of all nations In
brotherly love and bent on a pure altruistic work, not on a labor with selfish
motives — on that day only will Theosophy become higher than any nominal
brotherhood of man. This will be a wonder and a miracle truly, for the realiza-
tion of which Humanity is vainly waiting for the last eighteen centuries, and
which every association has hitherto failed to accomplish.

“Orthodoxy in Theosophy is a thing neither possible nor desirable. It is
diversity of opinion, within certain limits, that keeps the Theosophical Society
a living and a healthy body, its many other ugly features notwithstanding.
Were it not, also, for the existence of a large amount of uncertainty in the minds
of students of Theosophy, such healthy divergencies would be impossible, and
the Society would degenerate into a sect, in which a narrow and stereotyped
creed would take the place of the living and breathing spirit of Truth and an
ever growing Knowledge. . . .

“Men cannot all be Occultists, but they can all be Theosophists. Many who
have never heard of the Society are Theosophists without knowing it themselves;
for the essence of Theosophy is the perfect harmonizing of the divine with the

. human in man, the adjustment of his god-like qualities and aspirations, and
their sway over the terrestrial or animal passions in him. Kindness, absence of
every ill feeling or selfishness, charity, good-will to all beings, and perfect justice
to others as to one's self, are its chief features. He who teaches Theosophy
preaches the gospel of good-will; and the converse of this is true also. — he who
preaches the gospel of good-will, teaches Theosophy.”
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Dr. G. de Purucker:

My Brothers: This is an occasion which, I think, will in future years be

registered as an important historic event in the annals of the Theosophical
Movement. For the first time since the very unfortunate and, indeed, mis-
fortunate separation of this holy Movement into divers and diverse portions — so
far as I know, at least — do Theosophists of different kinds today assemble in
a General Conclave,* in a spirit of genuine Theosophical devotion to the
fundamental ideals which we all hold, no matter with what Society we may as
individuals be affiliated, and no matter what views we may hold as individuals
or collectively, as contrasted with those grand fundamental principles of natural
truth (and by ‘natural’ I include all the spheres of the spiritual world) which
imbody rules of action that all genuine disciples of the great Teachers of man-
kind accept and try to follow.

Think then of what this means — Brothers, Comrades, Friends! We meet
today, this morning, in a spirit of brotherly love, of comradeship: of genuine
friendliness, each to all and all to each. I pray, I trust, that today not one single
jarring note will be heard; I do not think that such a note could be uttered by
anyone to disturb the harmonious atmosphere which now exists here, and of
which we are all so keenly cognisant.

I have been deeply gratified personally, and also may I not say in an official
capacity, by the very generous acceptance of our invitation on the part of so
many to participate in this gathering. I would that our hall were ten times
as large as it i1s, and that you Brother-Theosophists were ten times as numerous
as now you are, so that an even greater impression might be made on the public
mind of what Theosophists, genuine Theosophists, can do to show to the world

by their example that they themselves practise the brotherhood which they
teach.

It has been a shameful thing that in the past any inter-Theosophical mis-
understandings and disagreements should have arisen and in some instances have
taken the form of aggressively uniriendly action. We must stop all that. 1t
matters little to me what you of other Societies hold in the way of belief or of
teaching or doctrine. To me at least that is a matter of relative indifference.
What I vearn for, what my Teacher has told me to work for, is the dissemina-
tion of our main doctrines, of the fundamental ideas, on which the Theosophical
Movement rests; and first among these fundamental teachings is that of Univer-
sal Brotherhood —not an artificial brotherhood of mere sentimentalists, but
a fervent recognition in our common intercourse as Theosophists and as men
who represent this noble, this lofty spiritual movement, before the world, that

*1 here refer to a general or quasi-Oecumenical gathering or conclave. But
in accordance with the Fraternization-work inaugurated at Point Loma about
eighteen months ago, smaller gatherings of Theosophists of different affiliations
and of diifering views have been held and are continuing to be held most suc-
cessfully in various places. One of the most noteworthy of these Fraternization-
gatherings was that held at Hollywood, California, on the evening of May 8, 1931,
commemorating the passing of our beloved H. P. B,

- ek e-
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we can feel and practise among ourselves the brotherhood which we so loudly
oreach to the public.

Are we whited sepulchers, filled with the dead bones of a sublime past, and
now existing only as degenerate and crumbling remnants of that past — mere
whited sepulchers enclosing cherished memories of a noble history to which we
have forgotten to be faithful? Ch, it must not be! It must not be!

Unfortunately, my time is too short this morning to elaborate the ideas with
which my mind is filled. 1 hope, however, to speak again briefly to you this
afternoon; but I desire to say a few things to you now before I sit down, and first
by way of a welcome. 1 am very, very happy to see you all. As the originator
of this movement of Fraternization, may I in addition, Mr. Chairman, welcome
those present personally: not only our own dear Brothers, our own F. T. S.
but also the Brothers of Fellow-Theosophical Societies, for their generosity of
heart and mind in coming here today. You will easily see what this gathering
signifies. Last but not least, we make an honest and significant gesture before
the world. That gesture will be taken due note of. we may be assured, and here-
after nobody can truthfully say that Theosophists preach noble and lofty themes
which they themselves do not practise in even a minor degree.

I do hope and pray that today we all will leave our individual and perhaps
differing personal opinions outside of the door of this Lodge-room. and that all
the speakers, as I shall myself do. will keep to the purpose for which this gathering
was mainly called: a common tribute of gratitude to our beloved H. P. B. She
came to a world which was spiritually dying, sinking into a mire of materialism,
which would have brought about the absolute death’ of the noblest spiritual and
intellectual aspirations of the human soul; and single-handed she fought a battle
against the most subtil forces of darkness. By means of her remarkable ability
and her splendidly unusual personality she made an impression on the wall
of materialism which was then enclosing and stifling man’s noblest ideals, and
finally crashed through it, broke through it, and ended by gathering around her
men and women possessing spiritual and intellectual yearnings and aspirations,
each one of them pledged in his or in her heart to carry on the sublime Tradition
which she brought to them.

We all accept that Tradition. and in this declaration of our common and
fundamental unity of purpose, let us pause and hold fast. Let us render tribute
to her great Mind and to her great Heart; and could anyone suggest, could anyone
find, a nobler tribute to her than the beginning of a work of Theosophical
unification such as this gathering itself is? For the first time — with the ex-
ception of previous Fraternization-meetings which have been taking place for
the last eighteen months and which are growing in frequency constantly — since
H. P. B. passed on, or at least from a very few years after her passing, have
Theosophists of different and in some cases differing Societies come together in
a General Conclave or General Assembly in mutual trust, in friendship, in a
fervent spirit of brotherhood. As you must know, this is exactly what our
Masters and Teachers most desire.

I foresee in the future a reunification of the various Theosophical Societies
into one universal Theosophical Brotherhood, more or less precisely as it was in
H. P. B.'s own time. Let us nol pause now in trying to solve the details of the
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problem as to how this may come about. Sufficient be it for the day that we have
taken the first steps in that direction, that we have shown our good-will each to
the others and all others to each, that we have met here as brothers and as
equals — that we have established a precedent of momentous historical im-
portance. Indeed, this is a great event! To me it is a long step forwards, and
I am very happy that this has come about.

It has been suggested by a number of prominent Theosophical thinkers,
some of them Independents I think they call themselves — I am not very well
acquainted with the various Societies, because they do not much interest me, for
it is Theosophy that interests me — it has been suggested, I repeat, by a number
of Theosophists, Independents or belonging to one or another Society, that
our work of inter-Theosophical Fraternization might be most effectually followed
by means of a more or less formal Concordat, or by a drawing up of a body of
Theosophical doctrines or principles of belief and of action; and, do you know,
I for my part honestly could not accept this as the best thing to do, and I will tell
you frankly why. In the first place, it is not in accordance with our broad and
universal Theosophical Tradition: we must keep Theosophy undogmatic, free
from even the suggestion of any doctrinal asseverations in the form of a Credo
or a list of doctrinal teachings to which all must subscribe, We must keep our
Theosophy, T mean our Theosophical foundations, as broad as it and they were
in our H. P. B.'s days, when anyone could join the Theosophical Society, no
matter to what religion he belonged, or whether he were a non-religionist, and the
only prerequisite to membership was an acceptance of the principle of universal
brotherhood. That single prerequisite still exists with us in our T. S., and I
believe that it also exists as the single prerequisite for membership in other
Societies. I simply state the fact that such is the only prerequisite for affiliation
that exists in our T. S.; but, just as it was in H. P. B.’s day, among the members
of the Theosophical Society which I have the high honor of leading, there are a
great many who accept Theosophy itself as the conviction of their minds and
hearts and as best answering the aspirations and yearnings of their souls and of
their intellects.

Suppose, for instance, that some applicant for membership, were a Buddhist,
or 2 Brihmanist, or it may be an Agnostic, or a Roman Catholic, or something
else, and were presented with a list of doctrinal tenets to be subscribed by him
before he could join our Theosophical Brotherhood. Would such a situation be
in strict accordance with the noble Tradition that H. P. B. left to us? Certainly
not; and consequently on this ground of objection alone, outside of others, am
1 forced to reject any such proposition of a more or less formal Concordat as a
means of uniting different and differing Theosophical Societies or individuals
professing Theosophy.

I might, and perhaps would, accept every individual item of such a Concordat
or list of Articles of Belief as being quite accurately Theosophical in accordance
with our Tradition. But I would object most strenuously to having to lay such a
formulated list of Articies of Belief before any applicant and asking him to sub-
scribe them before he could be admitted to fellowship with us. He would be
obliged to say: “Yes, I accept this list, may I then be permitted to join your
Society?” The entire proposition savors too much, smacks too greatly, of the
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same lamentable errors into which the various Christian sects fell in the early
centuries of their history. when the spirit of the Avatira Jesus had faded away,
and had given place to the subtilties and requirements of a Credo fabricated
by honest but mistaken men following brain-mind objectives.

Let us not limit and circumscribe our platform by any such brain-mind
fabrications. Every such tenet or doctrine I might and probably would accept
whole-heartedly as an individual declaration of a Theosophical teaching: but I
should do my work a fearful injustice, I should fail grossly in my duty, were I
to lend a hand in limiting the sphere of the Theosophical Tradition to a prepared
list of Theosophical teachings. I could not. I cannot, do it. Do you mean to
say, any one of you, that when the great Teachers sent their Messenger H. P. B.
forth, they said: “Here is a list of Theosophical tenets, doctrines, which you
should put before men and gain their acceptance of, and those who accept these,
try to bring together into a Brotherhood?” No! What our Chiefs want is a
Universal Brotherhood. That is all. That. therefore, is what we Theosophists
must hold to, hold to strongly and lovally at whatever cost, because such is our
Master's wish.

The influence of H. P. B. lives in the hearts and minds of all of us. Her
great work will always be remembered. In each of us there burns the holy flame
of devotion to the ideal: not necessarily to her, although I personally love her, but
to the divine Truth which she brought to us. That devotion is more sacred, more
beautiful to follow, more illuminating, and working with stronger power on
the human soul, than any devotion to persons. I respect and admire all Theo-
sophists of whatever creed or belief, if they are genuine in character and sin-
cere in loyalty. To our own T. S., for instance, anyone may belong who accepts
the sole prerequisite of membership, which is the principle of Universal Brother-
hood, and it has always been so with us.

I state these facts at some length, my Brothers, because there has been some
misunderstanding about us, due to certain very necessary measures of exoteric
and esoteric training which my great Predecessor Katherine Tingley found it
necessary to put into effect. I do not blame anyone for this misunderstanding.
It is in fidelity of heart and thought to that Tradition coming directly from the
great Lodge, that I call to your hearts and minds to help us in keeping the Theo-
sophical platform free, universal, and uncircumscribed, as it was in H. P. B.’s
time,

As an instance of one aspect of this misunderstanding, let me illustrate by
making a personal remark, which I will ask you kindly to forgive. It has been
said of me by those who do not know the facts, that I aspire to be a ‘dictator,’ and
that I control. at least to some extent, the thoughts and labors of our membership.
This is wholly wrong, indeed it is not so. Not one single instance can ever be
brought forward to show that I have ever said to any one of the dear Comrades
who know me and who believe in me: Do thou this, or Do thou that. Qur -mem-
bers do not follow me unless they so desire; but they all do follow me because
they know me, because they love me; and part of my work is that I desire to
have them know others as they know each other, I want them to know our
Brothers of other Societies. I desire them to have the same feeling of kindliness
towards other Theosophists that they have voluntarily given to me; and with
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equal yearning do I desire other Theosophists to know us; and therefore I think
that our general gathering in commemoration of our beloved H. P. B., wherein we
all meet as equals and as brothers, is one of the best things that could have hap-
pened in Theosophical life and history. It is, indeed, an historic event; and. do
you know, 1 think that any merely social intercourse in this Conference after the
other speakers here have all had their opportunity of expressing themselves, would
spoil this present atmosphere of inner peace and mystical quiet. Don’t you
think that it would be a beautiful thing to go from our meetings in utter silence
and in quiet of mind — in the beautiful spirit of devotion that we all feel now
exists here? I so feel; and I suggest that we reassemble this afternoon in the
same quietf, without any preliminary social conversation. I leave it with you,
my Comrades.

I do not quite know. my Brothers, just how far I should go in saying certain
things that I have in mind and in heart to say to you this morning, but I think
that 1 will ‘follow my feeling.” as the saying goes, and in accordance with my
feeling at the present instant, and before sitting down this morning, I want to
speak briefly of a great and wondrous truth. You all know it, doubtless, but 1
bring it again to your attention this morning. It is this: Children of the Universe,
sons of the Boundless. we are fundamentally one in essence; springing from the
same ultra-divine Source, we have passed. each one of us. through many and
devious pathways to our present sphere of life, and to our present stage of evolu-
tionary development; and it is our living and sojourning in the material spheres
which have brought about the evolution from within the material parts of our
own inner constitution of the enshrouding veils of the lower selfhood which
enwrap us straitly, and which to some extent blind us therefore to the great
luminous Reality at the core or in the divine essence of each of us. We must
rend these veils of the lower selfhood so that the divine sun within may shine
down into our minds and illumine them, and so that our hearts may expand
with the universal love which even now is working within us, did we only recog-
nise it. We must, in short, make our consciousness, as we evolve further along
the Path, progressively more inclusive, so that in time it may become relatively
coextensive with the Universe, which is our Home: and when I say Universe, you
will understand me, as Theosophists, not to mean solely the physical spheres, but
the vast reaches of the Boundless, extending from the super-divine even to our
own material world and to the spheres of being below this latter.

This is our Native Home. Brothers all, following the same pathway, march-
ing towards the same destiny, and all subject to the same universal energies, can-
not we reach into this inner essence at the core of each of us, and feel after realiz-
ing it, or realize after feeling it, our essential oneness? This is Universal Brother-
hood. What a sublime teaching of hope and of comfort and of inspiration this is:
that the same essence of the cosmic divinity works through and in all of us, and is,
indeed, the very fundamental of each of us. Why should we not become fit
vehicles, appropriate bodies, for expressing those divine, spiritual, and intellectual
Powers and energies lying latent within each one of us? When we do so suc-
cessfully, then indeed we become Masters of Life; but even in doing it in less
degree, we enter upon the noble Path of Chelaship; and all evolution is but un-
folding the inner deity, the god within — call it the Brahmi of the inmost of us,
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the phrase matters not, of the hid splendor, even as the acorn brings forth the
majestic oak from within its own heart. As the oak evolves out of the inner life,
s0 does man on a much higher plane, through the ages bring out the inner divini-
ty, and shows it ever more and more as he develops in faculty and power of ex-
pression; and following the path of chelaship is but a deliberately guickened
evolution of the same latent and unexpressed seeds of greatness.

Let us, then, Brothers, recollect these and the many other great and lofty .
teachings which unguestionably we all accept. Let us try to live in the spirit
of them, and let us feel that we here, when we separate tonight, shall take to
the different corners of the earth to which we may journey heme, the recollec-
tion that on this, the one hundredth anniversary year of H. P. B.'s birth, we
Theosophists, members of the Movement which she founded, have come to-
gether in spiritual unity, in a lively sense of genuine brotherhood, and have pro-
claimed to ourselves and to the world that hereafter we shall co-operate as best
we may on the lines on which we can all agree to bring about the purposes for
which the Theosophical Movement was founded.

Each one of you is an inner god. This inner god expresses itself through its
outward vehicles, the sheaths of consciousness. If we can only reach inwards
to this divinity within and become at one with it, no more shall our brains be
filled with hatreds or our hearts with dislike. This is my plea this morning for
brotherhood, for peace, for unity!

D