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Atma Fairy Stories
B Y

MAUDE RALSTON, ELIZABETH P. CHAPIN, 
LAURA C. H. LANGFORD.

“ The dawn of a new day in the intellectual and spiritual 
“ development of the child.

' “ These stories, which embody the higher laws of being, 
“ are so simply told that the youthful mind can easily 
“ comprehend them.
“ Between each story is an exquisite Moonlight Lullaby,”  
etc.

P R IC E , S E V E N T Y -F IV E  C EN TS.
Send orders to F . L O E S E R  & Co. or A BR A H A M  a n d  

ST R A U S S , BR O O K LYN , N. Y .

THIRD YEAR
OFTHE WA-WAN PRESS

Newton Centre, Massachusetts.

WE IN VITE THE ATTENTION OP 
A ll  musicians, All  music lovers, All  who wish to have American 
compositions that stand for artistic progress, A ll  who wish to 
make an incomparable A R T IS T IC  gift to a musical friend, A ll 
who see that the Declaration of Independence is inevitably be
ginning to include music. A ll  who see that America’s specific 
gains in musical composition are the world's gains

TO THE FACT 
That we are making it possible, for the first time, to procure that 
work of our composers which represents their highest talents 
and idaals, printed in an attractive and artistic manner, at a 
L E S S  PRICE than is given for the most ordinary sheet music, 

That we wish to mate our composers living realities to our 
subscribers,

That the Wa-Wan Press stands for no particular composer or 
coterie, but for American composition.

For particulars, write to THE WA-WAN PRESS,
Newton Center, Massachusetts.
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F a t h e r  o f  u s .  t h o u  i n  t h e  d i v i n e  w o r l d s ;  m a y  t h y  w o r d  o f  
t o n g u e d  f l a m e  b e  h e l d  b y  u s  i n  r e v e r e n c e ;

M a y  t h y  r u l i n g  p o w e r  c o m e  d o w n ,  t h y  g o v e r n i n g  w i l l  d o m i 
n a t e ,  i n  t h i s  m y  b o d y  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  a s  i n  m y  d i v i n e  a n d  i m m o r t a l  
b o d y ;

L e t  n o  d a y  p a s s  f o r  m e  w i t h o u t  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h y  d i v i n e  n e a r 
n e s s  a n d  p r e s e n c e ;

W h e n  I  m u s t  e n t e r  t h e  t r i a l s  t h a t  a r e  t o  p u r i f y  m e ,  l e t  m e  n o t  
f o r  a n  i n s t a n t  l o s e  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h e e ,  s o  s h a l l  I  p e n e t r a t e  w i t h  i n 
s i g h t ,  a n d  w i t h  p o w e r  o v e r c o m e  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  s e e m  e v i l .

G i v e  m e  t h e  d i v i n e  p o w e r  o f  l o v e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o ,  w a r m  a n d  
f o r t i f y  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h o s e  a b o u t  m e ,  a s  t h y  h o l y  p o w e r  e n t e r s  a n d  

b r i n g s  l i f e  t o  m y  h e a r t .
F o r  t h e  r e a l m  i s  t h i n e ,  t h e  p o w e r  i s  t h i n e ,  t h e  r a d i a n c e  i s  t h i n e :
T h u s  m a y  i t  b e ,  i n  P e a c e .
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TWO LETTERS.

A s  t h e  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  F o r u m  h a d ,  n o  d o u b t ,  o c c a s i o n  t o  n o t i c e ,  t h i s  s m a l l  b u t  v a l u a b l e  p u b l i c a t i o n  s t a n d s  i n  a  g r e a t  t e r r o r  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y .  T h e  f e a r  i s  n o t  g r o u n d l e s s .  Y e t  i t  m u s t  n o t  b e  c a r r i e d  t o  a n  e x t r e m e .  H e r e t o f o r e  M m e .  B l a v a t s k y ’ s  n a m e  w a s  u s e d  o n  t h e  p a g e s  o f  t h e  T h e o 
s o p h i c a l  F o r u m  v e r y  s p a r i n g l y  a n d  c a u t i o u s l y ,  f o r  f e a r  o f  o u r  h e r o - w o r s h i p p i n g  t e n d e n c i e s  d e t r a c t i n g  f f l o m  t h e  s o u r s e  o f  e n e r g y  w h i c h  o u g h t  t o  b e  u s e d  s o l e l y  f o r  t h e  f i n d i n g  o f  t h e  r e a l i t y ,  t h a t  s h e  t a u g h t  u s  t o  s e e k .  B u t  n o w  t h e  g l a m o u r  o f  h e r  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  h u m a n  h e a r t s  d e i f i e d  o r  h a t e d  i n  h e r ,  e q u a l l y  t o  t h e  d e t r i m e n t  o f  h e r  t r u e  p u r p o s e ,  h a s  l o s t  m u c h  i n  i n t e n s i t y .  ’  T h e  r i g i d i t y  w i t h  w h i c h  s h e  w a s  e i t h e r  a d o r e d  o r  d e s p i s e d  a n d  c o n d e m n e d  e q u a l l y  v i t i a t e d  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  p e o p l e ’ s  j u d g m e n t .  C o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  h e r  n a m e  w a s  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  s u r e  t o  d o  m o r e  h a r m  t h a n  g o o d .  B u t  n o w  t h a t  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  u n d e s i r a b l e  i n t e n s i t y  i n  p e o p l e ’ s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  h e r  h a s  b e e n  l e s s e n e d  b y  t h e  f l i g h t  o f  y e a r s ,  e v e n  h e r  p e r s o n a l i t y  m a y  n o w  m a n i f e s t  p r o p e r t i e s  w h i c h  i t  n e v e r  c o u l d  b e f o r e .  A l l  t h a t  w a s  c h i l d l i k e ,  s p o n t a n e o u s  a n d  s w e e t ,  i n  h e r  h a s  g r e a t  h u m a n i z i n g  p o w e r s .  A n d  n o w h e r e  d o e s  s h e  a p p e a r  m o r e  c h i l d l i k e  s p o n t a n e o u s  a n d  s w e e t  t h a n  i n  h e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  h e r  s i s t e r  l o n g  b e f o r e  a n y  o f  t h e m  w e r e  g r o w n  u p .T h e y  a l l  h a v e  p r e s e r v e d  m a n y  o f  h e r  l e t t e r s ,  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  o n e  o f  t h e m .S e v e r a l  p o i n t s  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  I  w o u l d  e s p e c i a l l y  r e c o m m e n d  t o  t h e  r e a d e r s ’  a t t e n t i o n .  T o  b e g i n  w i t h  t h e  p e r f e c t  s p o n t a n e i t y  w i t h  w h i c h  s h e  t a l k s  t o  t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l  o n  t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l ’ s  o w n  l e v e l .  T h e  s e c r e t  o f  t h i s  s p o n t a n e i t y  l a y  i n  M m e .  B l a v a t s k y ’ s  p e r f e c t  i n a b i l i t y  t o  f e e l  a n y  k i n d  o f  s u p e r i o r i t y  t o w a r d s  a n y  m o r t a l .  W h o e v e r  i t  w a s  s h e  t a l k e d  t o ,  t h e  d o m i n a n t  n o t e  o f  t h e  t a l k  w a s  t h a t  t h e y  t w o  w e r e  j u s t  p e o p l e  t o g e t h e r ,  o r  f r i e n d s  t o g e t h e r ,  a s  i t  s o m e t i m e s  h a p p e n e d .  I t  s i m p l y  w a s  n o t  i n  h e r  t o  t a l k  d o w n  t o  a n y b o d y .  A n o t h e r  p o i n t  i s  t h e  q u a i n t  t e r m s  o f  e n d e a r m e n t  M m e .  B l a v a t s k y  g i v e s  t o  t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l .
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Y e t  a n o t h e r — t h e  e x t r e m e  e a g e r n e s s  t o  t u r n  a n  h o n e s t  p e n n y  b y  h e r  w r i t i n g s  i n  h e r  s p a r e  m o m e n t s .  E a r n i n g  h e r  o w n  b o a r d  a n d  k e e p  w o u l d  s e e m  q u i t e  w o r k  e n o u g h  f o r  a n y  o n e  w o m a n ,  e v e n  i n  o u r  d a y s ,  l e t  a l o n e  3 0  y e a r s  a g o ,  y e t  M m e .  B l a v a t s k y  c o u l d  d o  s o  o n l y  w h e n  h e r  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  a l l  a b s o r b i n g  w o r k  w a s  d o n e .  O n e  m o r e  p r o o f  o f  t h e  c o l o s s a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  h e r  m i n d  a n d  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  f l o w  o f  h e r  e n e r g y .  S h e  e a r n e d  a  g o o d  d e a l  b y  h e r  A m e r i c a n  a n d  I n d i a n  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  R u s s i a n  p a p e r s ,  a n d  g a v e  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  h e r  e a r n i n g s  t o  t h e  s a m e  c h i l d r e n  o f  h e r  s i s t e r .I t  i s  a l s o  v e r y  n o t e w o r t h y  t h a t  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  w r i t t e n  i n  1 8 7 8 ,  s h e  c l e a r l y  m e n t i o n s  r e i n c a r n a t i o n ,  t h o u g h  m a n y  o f  h e r  f r i e n d s  c a r r i e d  t h e  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  s c r u t i n y  o f  t h e i r  m i n d s  t o  t h e  e x t r e m e  p o i n t  o f  d e n y i n g  t h a t  s h e  k n e w  a n y t h i n g  o f  r e i n c a r n a t i o n  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  “ I s i s  U n v e i l e d , ”  a n d  o n l y  p r e t e n d e d  s h e  d i d . H e r  i n s t i n c t i v e  c a r e  n o t  t o  c u m b e r  t h e  c h i l d ’ s  m i n d  w i t h  b i g  a n d  u n u s u a l  w o r d s  i s  a l s o  r e m a r k a b l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l e t t e r .  S h e  m e n t i o n s  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t h e  S o c i e t y  she serves, b u t  s h e  n e v e r  u s e s  t h e  w o r d  T h e o s o p h i c a l .B . ,  t o  w h o m  t h e  l e t t e r  r e f e r s ,  w a s  o n e  o f  h e r  R u s s i a n  p u b l i s h e r s .T h e  o t h e r  l e t t e r  w a s  w r i t t e n  b y  a  n e p h e w  o f  M m e .  B l a v a t s k y ’ s ,  a t  a  m u c h  l a t e r  d a t e ,  i n  f a c t  a l m o s t  e l e v e n  y e a r s  a f t e r .•  T h e  t w o  l e t t e r s  w e r e  w r i t t e n  t o  t h e  s a m e  p e r s o n :  t h e  f i r s tf r o m  N e w  Y o r k  t o  T i f l i s ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  T r a n s - C a u c a s u s ,  t h e  o t h e r  f r o m  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  t o  a  s m a l l  B r i t i s h  C i v i l  s t a t i o n  i n  L o w e r  B e n g a l .  T h e  w r i t e r  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  l e t t e r  i s  t h e  v e r y  r  “ R o s t i a , ”  t h e  n e p h e w  t o  w h o m  M m e .  B l a v a t s k y ’ s  l e t t e r  r e f e r s ,s t a t i n g  h e  i s  a  “ g r e a t  f e l l o w ”  a n d  e x p r e s s i n g  a  p i o u s  h o p e  h e  w i l l  s o o n  b e  a n  o f f i c e r .  A n  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  Z a r ’ s  a r m y  h e  d i d  b e c o m e  a n d  s t i l l  i s .  A s  t o  h i s  b e i n g  a  “ g r e a t  f e l l o w . ”  t h e  r e a d e r s  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  j u d g e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  I n  1 8 8 9 ,  h e  w a s  s t i l l  v e r y  y o u n g ,  b u t  m u c h  g r i e f  a n d  s o r r o w ,  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  h e  h a d  p a s s e d  a  f e w  m o n t h s  b e f o r e ,  h a d  m a t u r e d  h i s  m i n d ,  n a t u r a l l y  m y s t i c a l .T h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  h i s  l e t t e r  w i l l  b e  i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  e y e s
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of all earnest theosophical searchers by the fact that he does 
not know a word of English and that of all theosophical liter
ature he is acquainted only with the Light on the Path  and a 
few stanzas of Dzyan, which were translated for him. Such 
knowledge of theosophical affairs as he had at the time, came 
entirely from his own heart. Yet it really does seem, that in 
1889, before the death of either Mme. Blavatsky, or Mr. 
Judge, his letter to his younger sister spoke of things and con
ditions, which came about only in 1894, 1896 and later.

— E d it o r .

“ N e w  Y o r k , 25 April, 1878.
My much beloved Niece and dear Sheep of the “ Golden Fleece,” 

in spite of your progress in algebra, it is evident, my brother, you 
are far from having studied mathematics and geometry sufficiently, 
as you do not know that “ the whole is equal to the sum of all the 
parts taken together,” or that “ the lesser can not contain the 
greater.”  In the language of the mere unlearned mortals, all this 
means that it is impossible for your aunt—though she does enjoy 
the reputation of an Eastern Magus—to write more letters a day 
than she now succeeds in writing, often depriving herself of sleep.

However, I do not want to give you the impression, that I in
tend to deprive myself of a correspondence with such a learned 
latinist and algebraist, as you show yourself to be. My next work 
we shall write together, I hope, and we shall call it “ The fifth 
dimension of space, as it exists between the Cities of N ew  York ’  
and Tiflis, from the point of view of an American aunt and a Tiflis 
niece, etc., etc.: in nine (9) volumes and three and a half (3 !) 
chapters”

Well, the news is that I have bought a doll for Lena, and a 
toy telephone. The latter is not particularly good. One of these 
days I was given a most wonderful object, which I am thinking of 
despatching to you. But my wish is that it should remain in 
Mama’s keeping, until you are old enough. This object is a golden 
cage (golden to the eye only, it goes without saying, all is not gold 
that glitters). Well, you will say, there is nothing wonderful in a 
cage. True enough, but there is a bird in this cage. Why, you 
will say, how can anybody wonder at a bird, it is a creature well
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k n o w n  t o  e v e r y b o d y  o f  o l d ,  e v e r  s i n c e  t h e  w o r l d  w a s  s t a r t e d .  B u t  m y  b i r d  s i n g s  !  A n d  a g a i n ,  I  k n o w ,  y o u  w i l l  o b j e c t ,  t h a t  a l l  b i r d s  s i n g ,  w h e n  t h e y  d o  n o t  s i m p l y  t w i t t e r .  Y e s ,  b u t  d o n t  y o u  s e e  t h a t  m y  b i r d  c a n  b e  m a d e  t o  s i n g  f o r  t w o  h o u r s  c o n s e c u t i v e l y  o r  i t  c a n  b e  s i l e n c e d  t h e  m o m e n t  y o u  a r e  t i r e d  o f  s o n g .  T h e  t h i n g  i s  a  v e r y  c u r i o u s  m e c h a n i s m ,  a n d  h e r e  i t  c o s t s ,  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  a t  l e a s t  $ 1 5 0 ,  a n d  i n  T i f l i s  y o u  w o n ’ t  b u y  i t  f o r  $ 1 , 0 0 0 .  B u t  w h e n  i t  a r r i v e s ,  m i n d  y o u  d o  n o t  t o u c h  i t  b e f o r e  y o u  h a v e  r e a d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n .  Y o u  m a y  d a m a g e  t h e  t h i n g ,  a n d  n o b o d y  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  m e n d  i t .  T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  w h i c h  I  s e r v e  a s  s e c r e t a r y ,  h a v e  p r e s e n t e d  m e  w i t h  t h e  b i r d  o n  a  p r e t e n d e d  b i r t h d a y  o f  m i n e .  I  d o  n o t  c a r e  i n  t h e  l e a s t  h o w  m u c h  I  s t a r t l e  t h e m :  I  s i m p l y  h a v e  a  b i r t h d a y  a n y  t i m e  I  l i k e .  H e r e  i n  N e w  Y o r k  I  a l w a y s  h a v e  s e v e r a l ,  a n d  w e l l ,  i t  c o m e s  o f f  e x c e l l e n t l y  e v e r y  t i m e .  I t  w i l l  s o o n  b e c o m e  a  u n i v e r s a l  f a s h i o n  h e r e  f o r  o n e  a n d  t h e  s a m e  p e r s o n  t o  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  b o r n  i n  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s ,  a n d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  t o o .  W h e n  y o u  h a v e  l e a r n e d  a l g e b r a  w e l l  a n d  k n o w  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  unknown quantity ( I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  w h a t  y o u  c a l l  i t  i n  R u s s i a n ) ,  t h e n  y o u  w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  l i t t l e  b r o t h e r ,  t a k e  i t  o n  m y  w o r d .  A l s o  d o n ’ t  w r i t e  

you  t o  m e ,  I  d o n ’ t  l i k e  i t .  T o  b e g i n  w i t h  I  a m  a  d e m o c r a t ,  a n d  t h e n  I  d o  n o t  c a r e  f o r  t h i s  o l d - f a s h i o n e d  m a n n e r  t o  s a y  you  t o  r e l a t i v e s ,  i f  y o u  l o v e  t h e m .  D o n ’ t  w e  s a y  thou a n d  n o t  you  t o  G o d  ?A l s o  y o u  m u s t  n o t  f o r g e t  t h a t  t h e  d a y  I  l e f t  T i f l i s  y o u  h o w l e d  s o  t h a t  a l l  t h e  b l o c k  h e a r d  y o u  a n d ,  h a v i n g  c r a w l e d  u n d e r  a  b e d ,  y o u  c r i e d :  “ A u n t i e ,  y o u  a r e  a  f o o l ,  y o u  a r e . ”  T h i s  i s  m y  l a s t  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  m y  a f f e c t i o n a t e  n i e c e .W e l l ,  I  r e a l l y  d o n ’ t  k n o w  h o w  t o  h a v e  t h i s  b i r d  s e n t  t o  y o u .  T h e y  w o n ’ t  t a k e  i t  a t  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e .  I  s h a l l  h a v e  t o  f i n d  o u t  s o m e  P a r c e l  C o m p a n y .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  n e e d  n o t  c o n c e r n  y o u .T o - m o r r o w  I  a m  t o  s t a r t  f o r  C a l i f o r n i a ,  w h e r e  I  s h a l l  s t a y  a b o u t  a  m o n t h ,  d o i n g  s o m e  w o r k .  I  m a y  w r i t e  f r o m  t h e r e ,  b u t  p o s s i b l y  I  s h a l l  h a v e  n o  t i m e .  I  a m  s e n t  t h e r e  b y  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  w h i c h  I  s e r v e ,  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  i l l n e s s  b y  m e s m e r i s m  i n  v o g u e  a m o n g s t  t h e  R e d  I n d i a n s .  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  w h a t  B .  w i l l  t h i n k  o f  t h i s  s u b j e c t  f o r  a n  a r t i c l e ,  o t h e r w i s e  I  w o u l d  d e s c r i b e  i t  f o r  y o u r  n e w s p a p e r .B y  t h e  w a y ,  m y  d e a r  s i r ,  I  t e l l  y o u  w h a t  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  t o  d o :
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y o u  w i l l  h a v e  t o  t a k e  t h e  t r o u b l e  t o  c a r e f u l l y  w r i t e  d o w n  f o r  m e  B . ’ s  f u l l  n a m e ,  a s  y o u r  p r o g e n i t r e s s  f o r g o t  t o  d o  s o ,  w i t h  h e r  u s u a l  l i g h t - h e a d e d n e s s ;  s o  t h a t  w h e n  I  t r i e d  t o  w r i t e  t o  h i m ,  I  f e l t  a s  s t r a n d e d  a s  a  c r a y  f i s h  o n  a  s a n d  b a n k .F r o m  y o u r  l a s t  p h o t o g r a p h s  I  s e e  t h a t  y o u  a n d  R o s t i a  b e a r  m u c h  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  t h e  I m p e r i a l  f a m i l y ,  i n  y o u r  n o s e s  a n d  l i p s ,  a n d ,  a s  I  t h i n k ,  i t  i s  t h e  R o m a n o f f s  a n d  n o t  y o u  w h o  a r e  t h e  g a i n e r s .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  R o s t i a ’ s  p o r t r a i t .  H e  i s  a  g r e a t  f e l l o w ,  a n d ,  w i t h  G o d ’ s  h e l p ,  h e  s h a l l  s o o n  b e  p r o m o t e d  t o  a n  o f f i c e r ’ s  r a n k .  B u t  f o r  a l l  t h i s ,  I  w i s h  h e  w o u l d  s t a y  h o m e ,  i n s t e a d  o f  f i g h t i n g  t h e  T u r k s .  D o  w r i t e  t o  m e  a b o u t  e v e r y  s i n g l e  o n e  o f  y o u :  a b o u t  S a s h a ,  F e d i a ,  V a l i a ,  L e n a ,  M a s h a .  E s p e c i a l l y  a b o u t  M a s h a ,  I  h o p e  s h e  i s  s t i l l  w i t h  y o u ?I  w a n t  y o u  t o  d o  m e  a  g r e a t  f a v o u r .  I f  m y  l e t t e r s  a r e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  H e r a l d ,  g e t  c l i p p i n g s  o f  m y  a r t i c l e s  e v e r y  t i m e  a n d  s e n d  t h e m  t o  m e .  I  n e e d  t w o  c o p i e s  e v e r y  t i m e ,  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d ,  t o  p a s t e  t h e m  i n t o  m y  s c r a p  b o o k ,  t h a t  i s  a  k i n d  o f  a n  a l b u m  i n  w h c i h  I  k e e p  a l l  m y  n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s .I  d o  h o p e  t h a t  B .  w i l l  s e n d  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  r e g u l a r l y .  T h i s  y e a r  I  h a v e  n e v e r  h a d  a  s i n g l e  c o p y  a s  y e t .  B u t  I  e x p e c t  t h e  p a p e r  w i l l  b e  s e n t  t o  m e  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  d a y  w h e n  m y  a r t i c l e  a p p e a r s .  D o  t r y  t o  g e t  N o .  1 5  f o r  t h i s  y e a r  f o r  m e ;  e v e n  t w o  c o p i e s  o f  i t  i f  t h e  n o t i c e  o f  m y  “ I s i s ”  w a s  p r i n t e d  o n  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  p a g e .  Y o u  u n d e r s t a n d ,  d o n ’ t  y o u ?  I f  y o u  d o  a s  I  a s k ,  I  s h a l l  s e n d  y o u  t e n  o r  e v e n  f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s ,  a s  s o o n  a s  I  g e t  t h e m  c h a n g e d  f o r  R u s s i a n  r o u b l e s  h e r e .  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  o r d e r e d  t h e m .S o ,  d e a r  s o u l ,  p l e a s e  d o n ’ t  b e  n e g l e c t f u l ,  a n d  s e e  t h a t  i t  i s  d o n e .  Y o u r  m a m a  i s  n o t  t o  b e  t r u s t e d .

A n d  h o w  i s  p a p a ?  K i s s  t h e  t i p  o f  h i s  n o s e  f o r  m e .I  d o  n o t  s h a r e  y o u r  p a s s i o n  f o r  t h e  t h e a t r e .  I  h a v e  f r e e  t i c k e t s  f o r  m o s t  t h e a t r e s ,  b e c a u s e  I  w r i t e  a b o u t  t h e m  f o r  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s .  B u t  I  m u s t  c o n f e s s  t h a t  t h e  m o m e n t  I  a m  c o m f o r t a b l y  i n  m y  s e a t ,  I  g o  t o  s l e e p .  I  a m  v e r y  t i r e d  o f  m o s t  t h i n g s .  B o t h  t h e  P a r i s  “ F i g a r o ”  a n d  t h e  “ R e v u e  S p i r i t e ”  a s k  m e  t o  w r i t e .  B u t  a s  i t  i s ,  I  h a v e  n o  t i m e  t o  b r e a t h e .  I t  i s  h a l f  p a s t  t h r e e ,  a n d  I  s t i l l  s i t  a n d  w r i t e ,  b e c a u s e  u n t i l  m i d n i g h t  I  h a d  v i s i t o r s .  N o  h o l y  i n c e n s e  c a n  s m o k e  t h e m  o u t .
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W e l l ,  g o o d  b y e  t o  y o u .  I  a m  r e a l l y  a l t o g e t h e r  d o n e  u p .  I  e m b r a c e  y o u  a l l  w i t h  a l l  m y  h e a r t .B u t  y o u  r e a l l y  m u s t  s t o p  c o u n t i n g  l e t t e r s  w i t h  m e .  I f  I  d o  n o t  w r i t e ,  i t  m e a n s  t h a t  I  h a v e  n o t  a  m i n u t e .Y o u  w e r e  m y  p e t ,  w h e n  y o u  w e r e  a  b a b y .  N o w  I  h o p e  I  s h a l l  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  t o  m a k e  p e t s  o f  y o u  a l l .Y o u r  l o v i n g  A m e r i c a n  “ u n c l e ”  o f  f e m a l e  s e x ,H .  B l a v a t s k y ..”

“ S t  P e t e r s b u r g , J a n .  1 0 t h ,  1 8 8 9 .. . .  A s  u s u a l .  I  w a s  a  v e r y  l o n g  t i m e  a b o u t  w r i t i n g  t o  y o u .  A n d  n o w  I  h a v e  b e g u n  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  n e w s  t o  g i v e ,  a s  t h e r e  i s  n o n e .  I  g o  t o  t h e  r i d i n g  s c h o o l ,  I  r i d e ,  a n d  I  s t a y  a t  h o m e .  T r u l y ,  i t  i s  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  t h a t  I  f i n d  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t  a n d  v a r i e t y .  W e r e  I  t o  l i v e  i n  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  w i t h o u t  m o t h e r  a n d  t h e  g i r l s ,  I  w o u l d  f o r g e t  h o w  t o  s p e a k ,  a s  s p e a k i n g  w o u l d  b e c o m e  p e r f e c t l y  s u p e r f l u o u s .  I n  m y  w o r k ,  t h e  a r t  o f  t a l k i n g  i s  p r a c t i c e d  v e r y  l i t t l e ,  a n d  e v e n  t h i s  a s  a n  u n n e c e s s a r y  l u x u r y .  A n d  w h e n  w o r k  i s  d o n e  a n d  I  a m  l e f t  t o  m y s e l f ,  c o m m u n i o n  w i t h  f e l l o w  c r e a t u r e s  f a s t  l o s e s  i t s  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  m e .  A t  t i m e s ,  I  t h i n k ,  t h i s  i s  r a t h e r  u n f o r t u n a t e .I  b e g i n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t ,  w h e n  w i t h d r a w n  i n t o  o n e ’ s  o w n  s h e l l  a n d  e x a m i n i n g  w h a t  i t  c o n t a i n s  c l o s e l y ,  a  m a n  m a y  f i n d  a  w o r l d  m u c h  w i d e r  a n d  b r i g h t e r  t h a n  t h e  o n e  o u t s i d e .  Y e t  I  s a y  t h a t  m y  i s o l a t i o n  i s  r a t h e r  u n f o r t u n a t e ,  f o r  I  a m  o n l y  c a t c h i n g  g l i m p s e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  w i t h i n ,  a n d  G o d  a l o n e  k n o w s ,  w h e t h e r  I  s h a l l  e v e r  f i n d  i t .T h e  o n e  t h i n g  I  a m  p e r f e c t l y  c e r t a i n  o f  i s :  “ A s k  a n d  y e  s h a l l  r e c e i v e ,  s e e k  a n d  y e  s h a l l  f i n d ,  k n o c k  a n d  i t  s h a l l  b e  o p e n e d  u n t o  y o u . ” I  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  t h e  m o m e n t  t h e  w o r l d  w i t h i n  i s  a b l e  t o  i n f l u e n c e  a  m a n ,  b e  i t  e v e r  s o  s l i g h t l y ,  i t  w i l l  g i v e  h i m  p e a c e  b e f o r e  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  b o o n s ,  t h a t  i t  m a y  r e v e a l  a f t e r .  T h i s  i s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  a n d  i t  i s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e  r e s t  b e i n g  a l t o g e t h e r  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  t h e  m a n ’ s  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  f a c u l t y  o f  r e f l e c t i n g  l i g h t ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y  h i s  p e r s o n a l  p o w e r s  a n d  h i s  g i f t s  f r o m  a b o v e .Y o u  s e e m  t o  b e  r a t h e r  d i s a p p o i n t e d ,  t h a t  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  m o v e m e n t  i n  I n d i a  l o o k s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  d i f f e r e n t  w h e n  o n e  i s  n e a r  i t .  I t  i s  a l w a y s  s o .  S e e i n g  a  p i c t u r e  a t  a  d i s t a n c e ,  w e  l o s e  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  d e t a i l s  a n d  r e c e i v e  a n  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  a  m o r e  p e r -
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f e e t  f i n i s h .  T h e o s o p h y ,  o r  r a t h e r  w h a t  w e  l o n g  t o  f i n d  i n  i t ,  c a n  e x i s t  i n  a  l i m i t e d  c i r c l e  o n l y ,  n o t  c o n d i t i o n a l l y ,  b l i t  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  v e r y  e s s e n c e .S o c i e t i e s  m a y  b e  f o u n d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d ,  b u t  i n  s p i r i t ,  T h e o s o p h y  h a s  g a t h e r e d  i n t o  a  v e r y  l i m i t e d  b o d y ,  l i t  u p  w i t h  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t r u t h  a n d  r e f l e c t i n g  l i g h t  l i k e  s i l v e r .  I  m e a n  t h e  l i g h t  i n  w h o s e  s c a t t e r e d  r a y s  w a n d e r  a l l  k i n d s  o f  s o c i e t i e s ,  s i n c e  A d a m ,  s e e k i n g  t h e  p a t h  i n  k n o w l e d g e ,  r e l i g i o n s ,  s c i e n c e s  a n d  v a r i o u s  s y s t e m s .  R a r e  i t  i s  f o r  a  m a n  t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  o n e  i n s t r u m e n t  t h a t  c a n  g i v e  k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d ,  e n t e r i n g  t h e  r o a d  o f  p a i n f u l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t o  f i n d  t h e  path w i t h i n  h i m s e l f .  O n l y  h a v i n g  c o n q u e r e d  o n e s e l f ,  o n l y  h a v i n g  r e a c h e d  t h e  d e p t h  a n d  f e l t  o n e s e l f  i n  o n e ’ s  r e a l i t y ,  m a y  o n e  g i v e  l i g h t - s e n s i t i v e n e s s  t o  t h e  feeler, o r  t o  t h e  o r g a n  i f  y o u  l i k e  i t  b e t t e r ,  w h i c h  i s  b u r i e d  d e e p  w i t h i n  u s .  I t  i s  c r u s t e d  a l l  o v e r  w i t h  o u r  c o a r s e  m a t e r i a l i t y ,  a n d  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  i s  h a r d l y  e v e r  r e c o g n i z e d .B u t  o n c e  t h i s  l i g h t - s e n s i t i v e n e s s  a c q u i r e d ,  w e  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  f r e e  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  s e c r e t  b o d y ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  e a r t h l y  a b o d e  o f  t h e  s p i r i t ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  “ t h e  F a t h e r . ”T h i s  m y s t e r i o u s  b o d y  e x i s t s ,  h a s  e x i s t e d  a n d  w i l l  p a s s  a w a y  o n l y  w i t h  h u m a n i t y .  W h e r e  i t  i s  I  d o  n o t  k n o w ,  b e c a u s e  t h i s  i s  t o  b e  k n o w n  o n l y  b y  h i m  w h o  h a s  e n t e r e d  i t .  B u t  I  k n o w  t h a t  i t s  w o r k  i s  i n  s p i r i t  a n d  t r u t h ,  a n d  a l s o  t h a t  i t  w o r k s  i n  s p h e r e s  f a r  a b o v e  a l l  r e l i g i o u s  s u b d i v i s i o n s .  I n  s p h e r e s  w h i c h  m a y  b e  o p e n e d  t o  a n  u n e d u c a t e d  m a n ,  w h o  h a s  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  f o l l o w e d  t h e  p a t h  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  h a s  r e a c h e d  o n e  o f  t h e  p r o m i s e d  a b o d e s ,  o n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  h i s  o w n  f a i t h .  H e  g e t s  r i d  o f  t h e  p o w e r  o f  h i s  f l e s h ,  t h i s  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  l i v i n g  c e l l s ,  o f  m i c r o b e s  a n d  b a c i l a e ,  w h i c h  t e e m  i n  a  h e a p  o f  a l l  k i n d s  o f  f i l t h  a n d  a t  w h i c h  s o  g r e a t l y  w o n d e r  o u r  s c i e n t i f i c  m e n ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  f i n d i n g  i n  i t  a  s o u r c e  o f  d e l e c t i o n .  T h e  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  a l l  k i n d s  o f  s u b s t a n c e s  a n d  l i v i n g  o r g a n i s m s  i s  o u r  p h y s i c a l  b o d y ,  y e t  i t  c a r r i e s  o n  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  w o r k .  I t  h a s  s u c c e e d e d  i n  s o i l i n g  a l l  t h a t  m a k e s  a  m a n .  I t  h a s  s p r e a d  a  t h i c k  c l o u d  o v e r  a l l  o u r  f i n e s t  o r g a n s  o f  h i g h e s t  p e r c e p t i o n .T h i s  t h i c k  c l o u d  i s  m a n ’ s  “ o r i g i n a l  s i n . ”  A n d  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  “ o r i g i n a l  s i n ”  o n l y  w h e n  t h e  d i r t  i s  w i p e d  o f f  t h e  r e c e p t a c l e s  o f  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t r u t h ,  a n d  t h i s  c a n  b e  d o n e  e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a t h  o f  f a i t h ,  w h i c h  p u r i f i e s  o u r  i n t e r i o r  r e a s o n i n g ,  o r  t h r o u g h
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t h e  p a t h  o f  c o n s t a n t  l a b o u r  w i t h i n  o u r s e l v e s ,  w h i c h  s h a l l  r e v e a l  t o  u s ,  a t  t h e  e n d ,  t h e  m a n  i n  u s  r e s t o r e d  t o  s i g h t  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t r u t h .  T h a t  l i g h t  w i l l  s h o w  t o  u s  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t r u e  b e i n g  i n  e v e r y  m i c r o s c o p i c  p a r t i c l e .N o t  m a n y  m e n  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  c a r r y i n g  o n  t h i s  k i n d  o f  l a b o u r ,  f o r  i t  i s  h a r d  a n d  o b s c u r e ,  a n d  d i f f i c u l t  i t  i s  t o  g e t  a c c e s s  i n t o  t h e  m y s t e r i o u s  b o d y .I  a m  b u t  l i t t l e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  a n d  k n o w  i t  m o s t l y  o n  i t s  e x t e r i o r  s i d e .  A n d  y e t  I  a m  i n  s y m p a t h y  w i ^ h  i t ,  a n d  y e t  i t  s e e m s  t o  m e  i t  i s  b u t  a n  o l d ,  o l d  s t o r y  b e i n g  t o l d  o v e r  o n c e  m o r e .  T h e  c a r e e r  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  w i l l  b e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  m a n y  p r e c e d i n g  o n e s .  I t  i s  n o t  i t s e l f  t h a t  i s  m e a n t  t o  g o  a h e a d  u n l i m i t e d l y ,  b u t  a few are meant to progress and to pass on through 
it. A s  t o  i t s e l f ,  i t  w i l l  r e m a i n ,  h a v i n g  l o s t  i t s  p r e c i o u s  k e r n e l ,  a  m e r e  e m p t y  s h e l l  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  l o d g e s ,  w h i c h  s h a l l  m u l t i p l y  a n d  d i v i d e  u n t i l  t h e y  b e c o m e  p e r f e c t l y  u n l i k e  e a c h  o t h e r .  I t s  v e r y  e s s e n c e  w i l l  b e c o m e  a n  u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  h i e r o g l y p h ,  w i t h  n o  m o r e  m e a n i n g ,  t h a n  t h e  k e y  o f  P e t e r  t h e  A p o s t l e  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  P o p e  o f  R o m e .T h i s  h a p p e n e d  t o  t h e  F r e e m a s o n s ,  t h e  R o s i c r u c i a n s ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  s o c i e t i e s  w h i c h  e x i s t e d  s t i l l  e a r l i e r .I s  i t  n o t  t h a t  T h e o s o p h y  i s  j u s t  t h i s  s o r t  o f  f i l t e r i n g ?  R e l i g i o n s  a r e  a l s o  f i l t e r s ,  o n l y  w i t h  a  m o r e  i n e r t l y  c o n s t a n t  b a s i s .  B u t  I  h a v e  w r i t t e n  s o  m u c h ,  I  m a y  b e  w r i t i n g  n o n s e n s e .  .  .  . ”
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The following is an excerpt from the “Life and Teachings of Abbas Effendi, by Myron H .  Phelps, published by Putnam, New York. The book was sent to the Theosophica l Forum to be reviewed. Printing the few first pages is the best review an editor can give. The Theosophical Forum is not that the editor should have a chance to air a few pet theories and private opinions, but that the readers should have something on which to exercise their judgment and form their own convictions.—Editor.
S m a l l  a s  t h i s  w o r l d  i s ,  b o a s t  a s  w e  m a y  o f  o u r  m e a n s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  h o w  l i t t l e  w e  r e a l l y  k n o w  o f  o t h e r  l a n d s ,  h o w  s l o w l y  t h e  a c t u a l  t h o u g h t s ,  h o p e s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  o t h e r  p e o p l e s ,  t h e  d e e p  a n d  r e a l  t h i n g s  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  r e a c h  u s ,  i f  i n d e e d  t h e y  e v e r  r e a c h  u s  a t  a l l !  W e  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  “ C h r i s t i a n ”  l a n d s  t h i n k ,  p e r h a p s ,  t h a t  i f  C h r i s t  w e r e  a g a i n  t o  a p p e a r  u p o n  t h e  e a r t h ,  t h e  g o o d  n e w s  w o u l d  b u r d e n  t h e  t e l e g r a p h ,  t h a t  h i s  w o r d s  a n d  d a i l y  l i f e  w o u l d  b e  m a r s h a l l e d  f o r t h  u n d e r  d o u b l e  h e a d l i n e s  f o r  o u r  c o n v e n i e n t  p e r u s a l  a t  b r e a k f a s t  o r  o n  t h e  r a p i d  t r a n s i t  t r a i n s ,  g i v i n g  u s  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h o u t  i n t e r r u p t i n g  o u r  r e a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  o c c u p a t i o n s .  A h  n o !  W e  b u t  d e c e i v e  o u r s e l v e s .  T h e  M a n  o f  N a z e r e t h  m i g h t  p u r s u e  h i s  h o l y  l i f e  o n  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  J o r d a n  a n d  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  G e n n e s a r e t  f o r  a  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  m e n ,  b u t  t h e  f a i n t e s t  r u m o u r  o f  h i m  w o u l d  n o t  r e a c h  o u r  m i n i s t e r s  o r  o u r  s t o c k - b r o k e r s ,  o u r  c h u r c h e s  o r  o u r  e x c h a n g e s .I m a g i n e  t h a t  w e  a r e  i n  t h e  a n c i e n t  h o u s e  o f  t h e  s t i l l  m o r e  a n c i e n t  c i t y  o f  A k k a  w h i c h  w a s  f o r  a  m o n t h  m y  h o m e .  T h e  r o o m  i n  w h i c h  w e  a r e  f a c e s  t h e  o p p o s i t e  w a l l  o f  a  n a r r o w  p a v e d  s t r e e t  w h i c h  a n  a c t i v e  m a n  m i g h t  c l e a r  a t  a  s i n g l e  b o u n d .  A b o v e  i s  t h e  b r i g h t  s u n  o f  P a l e s t i n e ;  t o  t h e  r i g h t  a  g l i m p s e  o f  t h e  o l d  s e a  w a l l  a n d  t h e  b l u e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n .  A s  w e  s i t  w e  h e a r  a  s i n g u l a r  s o u n d  r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  p a v e m e n t  t h i r t y  f e e t  b e l o w — f a i n t  a t  f i r s t ,  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g .  I t  i s  l i k e  t h e  m u r m u r  o f  h u m a n  v o i c e s .  W e  o p e n  t h e  w i n d o w  a n d  l o o k  d o w n .  W e  s e e  a  c r o w d  o f  h u m a n  b e i n g s  w i t h  p a t c h e d  a n d  t a t t e r e d  g a r m e n t s .  L e t  u s  d e s c e n d  a n d  s e e  w h o  t h e s e  a r e .I t  i s  a  n o t e w o r t h y  g a t h e r i n g .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  m e n  a r e  b l i n d ;  m a n y  m o r e  a r e  p a l e ,  e m a c i a t e d  o r  a g e d .  S o m e  a r e  o n  c r u t c h e s ;
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s o m e  s o  f e e b l e  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  h a r d l y  w a l k .  M o s t  o f  t h e  w o m e n  a r e  c l o s e l y  v e i l e d ,  b u t  e n o u g h  a r e  u n c o v e r e d  t o  c a u s e  u s  t o  w e l l '  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  t h e  v e i l s  w e r e  l i f t e d  m o r e  p a i n  a n d  m i s e r y  w o u l d  b e  s e e n .  S o m e  o f  t h e m  c a r r y  b a b e s  w i t h  p i n c h e d  a n d  s a l l o w  f a c e s .  T h e r e  a r e  p e r h a p s  a  h u n d r e d  i n  t h i s  g a t h e r i n g ,  b e s i d e s  m a n y  c h i l d r e n .  T h e y  a r e  o f  a l l  t h e  r a c e s  o n e  m e e t s  i n  t h e s e  s t r e e t s — S y r i a n s ,  A r a b s ,  E t h i o p i a n s  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s .T h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  r a n g e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  w a l l s  o r  s e a t e d  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  a p p a r e n t l y  i n  a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  e x p e c t a t i o n ; — f o r  w h o m  d o  t h e y  w a i t ?  L e t  u s  w a i t  w i t h  t h e m .W e  h a v e  n o t  t o  w a i t  l o n g .  A  d o o r  o p e n s  a n d  a  m a n  c o m e s  o u t .  H e  i s  o f  m i d d l e  s t a t u r e ,  s t r o n g l y  b u i l t .  H e  w e a r s  f l o w i n g  l i g h t - c o l o r e d  r o b e s .  O n  h i s  h e a d  i s  a  l i g h t  b u f f  f e z  w i t h  a  w h i t e  c l o t h  w o u n d  a b o u t  i t .  H e  i s  p e r h a p s  s i x t y  y e a r s  o f  a g e .  H i s  l o n g  g r e y  h a i r  r e s t s  o n  h i s  s h o u l d e r s .  H i s  f o r e h e a d  i s  b r o a d ,  f u l l  a n d  h i g h ,  h i s  n o s e  s l i g h t l y  a q u i l i n e ,  h i s  m o u s t a c h e s  a n d  b e a r d ,  t h e  l a t t e r  f u l l ,  t h o u g h  n o t  h e a v y ,  n e a r l y  w h i t e .  H i s  e y e s  a r e  g r e y  a n d  b l u e ,  l a r g e  a n d  b o t h  s o f t  a n d  p e n e t r a t i n g .  H i s  b e a r i n g  i s  s i m p l e ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  g r a c e ,  d i g n i t y ,  a n d  e v e n  m a j e s t y ,  a b o u t  h i s  m o v e m e n t s .  H e  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  c r o w d ,  a n d  a s  h e  g o e s  u t t e r s  w o r d s  o f  s a l u t a t i o n .  W e  d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e m ,  b u t  w e  s e e  t h e  b e n i g n i t y  a n d  k i n d l i n e s s  o f  h i s  c o u n t e n a n c e .  H e  s t a t i o n s  h i m s e l f  a t  a  n a r r o w  a n g l e  o f  t h e  s t r e e t  a n d  m o t i o n s  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  c o m e  t o w a r d s  h i m .  T h e y  c r o w d  u p  a  l i t t l e  t o o  i n s i s t e n t l y .  H e  p u s h e s  t h e m  g e n t l y  b a c k  a n d  l e t s  t h e m  p a s s  h i m  o n e  b y  o n e .  A s  t h e y  c o m e  t h e y  h o l d  t h e i r  h a n d s  e x t e n d e d .  I n  e a c h  o p e n  p a l m  h e  p l a c e s  s o m e  s m a l l  c o i n s .  H e  k n o w s  t h e m  a l l .  H e  c a r e s s e s  t h e m  w i t h  h i s  h a n d  o n  t h e  f a c e ,  o n  t h e  s h o u l d e r s ,  o n  t h e  h e a d .  S o m e  h e  s t o p s  a n d  q u e s t i o n s .  A n  a g e d  n e g r o '  w h o  h o b b l e s  u p  h e  g r e e t s  w i t h  s o m e  k i n d l y  i n q u i r y — t h e  o l d  m a n ’ s  f a c e  b r e a k s  i n t o  a  s u n n y  s m i l e ,  h i s  w h i t e  t e e t h  g l i s t e n i n g  a g a i n s t  h i s  e b o n y  s k i n ,  a s  h e  r e p l i e s .  H e  s t o p s  a  w o m a n  w i t h  a  b a b e  a n d  f o n d l y  s t r o k e s  t h e  c h i l d .  A s  t h e y  p a s s ,  s o m e  k i s s  h i s  h a n d .  T o  a l l  h e  s a y s ,  “ M a r h a b b a h ;  m a r h a b b a h ” —  “ w e l l  d o n e ,  w e l l  d o n e . ”S o  t h e y  a l l  p a s s  h i m .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  c r o w d i n g  a r o u n d  h i m  w i t h  e x t e n d e d  h a n d s ,  b u t  t o  t h e m  h e  h a s  n o t  g i v e n .  H o w e v e r ,  a t  t h e  e n d ,  a s  h e  t u r n s  t o  g o ,  h e  t h r o w s  a  h a n d f u l  o f  c o p p e r s  o v e r  h i s  s h o u l d e r ,  f o r  w h i c h  t h e y  s c r a m b l e .
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D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  t h i s  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  p o o r  h a s  n o t  b e e n  u n a t t e n d e d .  S e v e r a l  m e n  w e a r i n g  r e d  f e z e s  a n d  w i t h  e a r n e s t  a n d  k i n d l y  f a c e s  f o l l o w e d  h i m  f r o m  t h e  h o u s e ,  s t o o d  n e a r  h i m  a n d  a i d e d  i n  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  c r o w d ,  a n d  n o w ,  w i t h  r e v e r e n t  m a n n e r  a n d  a t  a  r e s p e c t f u l  d i s t a n c e ,  f o l l o w  h i m  a w a y .  W h e n  t h e y  a d d r e s s  h i m  t h e y  c a l l  h i m  “ M a s t e r . ”T h i s  s c e n e  y o u  m a y  s e e  a l m o s t  a n y  d a y  o f  t h e  y e a r  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  A k k a .  T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  s c e n e s  l i k e  i t  w h i c h  c o m e  o n l y  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  w i n t e r  s e a s o n .  I n  t h e  c o l d  w e a t h e r  w h i c h  i s  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  p o o r  w i l l  s u f f e r ,  f o r ,  a s  i n  a l l  c i t i e s ,  t h e y  a r e  t h i n l y  c l a d .  S o m e  d a y  a t  t h i s  s e a s o n ,  i f  y o u  a r e  a d v i s e d  o f  t h e  p l a c e  a n d  t i m e ,  y o u  m a y  s e e  t h e  p o o r  o f  A k k a  g a t h e r e d  a t  o n e  o f  t h e  s h o p s  w h e r e  c l o t h e s  a r e  s o l d ,  r e c e i v i n g  c l o a k s  f r o m  t h e  M a s t e r .  U p o n  m a n y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  m o s t  i n f i r m  o r  c r i p p l e d ,  h e  h i m s e l f  p l a c e s  t h e  g a r m e n t ,  a d j u s t s  i t  w i t h  h i s  o w n  h a n d s  a n d  s t r o k e s  i t  a p p r o v i n g l y ,  a s  i f  t o  s a y  “ T h e r e !  n o w  y o u  w i l l  d o  w e l l . ”  T h e r e  a r e  f i v e  t o  s i x  h u n d r e d  p o o r  i n  A k k a ,  t o  a l l  o f  w h o m  h e  g i v e s  a  w a r m  g a r m e n t  e a c h  y e a r .O n  f e a s t  d a y s  h e  v i s i t s  t h e  p o o r  a t  t h e i r  h o m e s .  H e  c h a t s  w i t h  t h e m ,  i n q u i r e s  i n t o  t h e i r  h e a l t h  a n d  c o m f o r t ,  m e n t i o n s  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  a b s e n t  b y  n a m e ,  a n d  l e a v e s  g i f t s  f o r  a l l .N o r  i s  i t  t h e  b e g g a r s  o n l y  t h a t  h e  r e m e m b e r s .  T h o s e  r e s p e c t a b l e  p o o r  w h o  c a n n o t  b e g ,  b u t  m u s t  s u f f e r  i n  s i l e n c e — t h o s e  w h o s e  d a i l y  l a b o r  w i l l  n o t  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s — t o  t h o s e  h e  s e n d s  b r e a d  s e c r e t l y .  H i s  l e f t  h a n d  k n o w e t h  n o t  w h a t  h i s  r i g h t  h a n d  d o e t h .A l l  t h e  p e o p l e  k n o w  h i m  a n d  l o v e  h i m — t h e  r i c h  a n d  t h e  p o o r ,  t h e  y o u n g  a n d  t h e  o l d — e v e n  t h e  b a b e  l i s p i n g  i n  i t s  m o t h e r ’ s  a r m s .  I f  h e  h e a r s  o f  a n y  o n e  s i c k  i n  t h e  c i t y — M o s l e m  o r  C h r i s t i a n  o r  o f  a n y  o t h e r  s e c t ,  i t  m a t t e r s  n o t — h e  i s  e a c h  d a y  a t  t h e i r  b e d s i d e ,  i n  p e r s o n  o r  b y  t r u s t y  m e s s e n g e r .  I f  a  p h y s i c i a n  i s  n e e d e d  a n d  t h e  p a t i e n t  p o o r ,  h e  b r i n g s  o r  s e n d s  o n e ,  a n d  a l s o  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  m e d i c i n e .  I f  h e  f i n d s  a  l e a k i n g  r o o f  o r  a  b r o k e n  w i n d o w  m e n a c i n g  h e a l t h ,  h e  s u m m o n s  a  w o r k m a n ,  a n d  w a i t s  h i m s e l f  t o  s e e  t h e  b r e a c h  r e p a i r e d .  I f  a n y o n e  i s  i n  t r o u b l e — i f  a  s o n  o r  a  b r o t h e r  i s  t h r o w n  i n t o  p r i s o n ,  o r  h e  i s  t h r e a t e n e d  a t  l a w ,  o r  f a l l s  i n t o  a n y  d i f f i c u l t y  t o o  h e a v y  f o r  h i m , — i t  i s  t o  t h e  M a s t e r  t h a t  h e  s t r a i g h t w a y  m a k e s  a p p e a l  f o r  c o u n s e l  o r  f o r  a i d .  I n d e e d ,  f o r  c o u n s e l ,  a l l  c o m e  t o  h i m ,
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r i c h  a s  w e l l  a s  p o o r .  H e  i s  t h e  k i n d  f a t h e r  o f  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e .T h i s  m a n  w h o  g i v e s  s o  f r e e l y  m u s t  b e  r i c h ,  y o u  t h i n k .  N o ,  f a r  o t h e r w i s e . .  O n c e  h i s  f a m i l y  w a s  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  i n  a l l  P e r s i a .  B u t  t h i s  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  l o w l y  h a s ,  l i k e  t h e  G a l i l e a n ,  b e e n  o p p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  g r e a t .  For fifty years, he, with his family, have been exiles 
and prisoners. T h e i r  p r o p e r t y  h a s  b e e n  c o n f i s c a t e d  a n d  w a s t e d ,  a n d  b u t  l i t t l e  h a s  b e e n  l e f t  t o  h i m .  N o w  t h a t  h e  h a s  n o t  m u c h ,  h e  m u s t  s p e n d  b u t  l i t t l e  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  t h a t  h e  m a y  g i v e  m o r e  t o  t h e  p o o r .  H i s  g a r m e n t s  a r e  u s u a l l y  o f  c o t t o n ,  a n d  t h e  c h e a p e s t  t h a t  c a n  b e  b o u g h t .  O f t e n  h i s  f r i e n d s  i n  P e r s i a — f o r  t h i s  m a n  i s  i n d e e d  r i c h  i n  f r i e n d s — t h o u s a n d s  a n d  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  w h o  w o u l d  e a g e r l y  l a y  d o w n  t h e i r  l i v e s  a t  h i s  w o r d — s e n d  h i m  c o s t l y  g a r m e n t s .  T h e s e  h e  w e a r s  o n c e ,  o u t  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  s e n d e r ;  t h e n  h e  g i v e s  t h e m  a w a y .  A  f e w  m o n t h s  a g o  t h i s  h a p p e n e d .  T h e  w i f e  o f  t h e  M a s t e r  w a s  a b o u t  t o  d e p a r t  o n  a  j o u r n e y .  F e a r i n g  t h a t  h e r  h u s b a n d  w o u l d  g i v e  a w a y  h i s  c l o a k  a n d  s o  b e  l e f t  w i t h o u t  o n e  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  s h e  l e f t  a  s e c o n d  c l o a k  w i t h  h e r  d a u g h t e r ,  c h a r g i n g  h e r  n o t  t o  i n f o r m  h e r  f a t h e r  o f  i t .  N o t  l o n g  a f t e r  h e r  d e p a r t u r e ,  t h e  M a s t e r ,  s u s p e c t i n g ,  i t  w o u l d  s e e m ,  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  d o n e ,  s a i d  t o  h i s  d a u g h t e r ,  “ H a v e  I  a n o t h e r  c l o a k ? ”  T h e  d a u g h t e r  c o u l d  n o t  d e n y  i t ,  b u t  t o l d  h e r  f a t h e r  o f  h e r  m o t h e r ’ s  c h a r g e .  T h e  M a s t e r  r e p l i e d ,  “ H o w  c a n  I  b e  h a p p y  h a v i n g  t w o  c l o a k s ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  t h a t  h a v e  n o n e ? ”  N o r  w o u l d  h e  b e  c o n t e n t  u n t i l  h e  h a d  g i v e n  t h e  s e c o n d  c l o a k  a w a y .H e  p e r m i t s  n o  l u x u r i e s  t o  h i s  f a m i l y .  H e  o r d i n a r i l y  e a t s  h i m s e l f  b u t  o n e  m e a l  a  d a y ,  a n d  t h e n  b r e a d ,  o l i v e s  a n d  c h e e s e  s u f f i c e  h i m . H i s  r o o m  i s  s m a l l  a n d  b a r e ,  w i t h  o n l y  a  m a t t i n g  o n  t h e  s t o n e  f l o o r .  H i s  h a b i t  i s  t o  s l e e p  u p o n  t h i s  f l o o r .  N o t  l o n g  a g o  a  f r i e n d ,  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h i s  m u s t  b e  h a r d  f o r  a  m a n  o f  a d v a n c i n g  y e a r s ,  p r e s e n t e d  h i m  w i t h  a  b e d ,  f i t t e d  w i t h  s p r i n g s  a n d  m a t t r e s s .  S o  t h e s e  s t a n d  i n  h i s  r o o m  a l s o ,  b u t  a r e  r a r e l y  u s e d .  “ F o r  h o w , ”  h e  s a y s ,  “ c a n  I  b e a r  t o  s l e e p  i n  l u x u r y  w h e n  s o  m a n y  o f  t h e  p o o r  h a v e  n o t  e v e n  s h e l t e r ? ”  S o  h e  l i e s  u p o n  t h e  f l o o r  a n d  c o v e r s  h i m s e l f  o n l y  w i t h  h i s  c l o a k .F o r  m o r e  t h a n  t h i r t y - f o u r  y e a r s  t h i s  m a n  h a s  b e e n  a  p r i s o n e r  i n  A k k a .  B u t  h i s  j a i l o r s  h a v e  b e c o m e  h i s  f r i e n d s .  T h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  C i t y ,  t h e  C o m m a n d e r  o f  t h e  a r m y  c o r p s ,  r e s p e c t  a n d  h o n o r
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h i m  a s  t h o u g h  h e  w e r e  t h e i r  b r o t h e r .  N o  m a n ’ s  o p i n i o n  o r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  h a s  g r e a t e r  w e i g h t  w i t h  t h e m .  H e  i s  b e l o v e d  o f  a l l  t h e  c i t y ,  h i g h  a n d  l o w .  A n d  h o w  c o u l d  i t  b e  o t h e r w i s e  F o r  t o  t h i s  m a n  i t  i s  t h e  l a w ,  a s  i t  w a s  t o  J e s u s  o f  N a z a r e t h ,  t o  d o  g o o d  t o  t h o s e  w h o  i n j u r e  h i m .  H a v e  w e  y e t  h e a r d  o f  a n y o n e  i n  l a n d s  w h i c h  b o a s t  t h e  n a m e  o f  C h r i s t  w h o  l i v e s  t h a t  l i f e ?H e a r  h o w  h e  t r e a t s  h i s  e n e m i e s .  O n e  i n s t a n c e  o f  m a n y  I  c o u l d  r e l a t e  w i l l  s u f f i c e .W h e n  t h e  M a s t e r  c a m e  t o  A k k a  t h e r e  l i v e d  t h e r e  a  c e r t a i n  m a n  f r o m  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  a n  a u s t e r e  a n d  r i g i d  M u s s e l m a n .  T o  h i m  t h e  M a s t e r  w a s  a  h e r e t i c .  H e  f e l t  a n d  n o u r i s h e d  a  g r e a t  h a t r e d  t o w a r d s  h i m .  H e  r o u s e d  u p  o t h e r s  a g a i n s t  h i m .  W h e n  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f f e r e d  i n  g a t h e r i n g s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  a s  i n  t h e  M o s q u e ,  h e  d e n o u n c e d  h i m  w i t h  b i t t e r  w o r d s .“ T h i s  m a n , ”  h e  s a i d  t o  a l l ,  “ i s  a n  i m p o s t e r .  W h y  d o  y o u  s p e a k  t o  h i m  ?  W h y  d o  y o u  h a v e  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  h i m  ? ”  A n d  w h e n  h e  p a s s e d  t h e  M a s t e r  o n  t h e  s t r e e t  h e  w a s  c a r e f u l  t o  h o l d  h i s  r o b e  b e f o r e  h i s  f a c e  t h a t  h i s  s i g h t  m i g h t  n o t  b e  d e f i l e d .T h u s  d i d  t h i s  A f g h a n .  T h e  M a s t e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  d i d  t h u s .  T h e  A f g h a n  w a s  p o o r  a n d  l i v e d  i n  a  m o s q u e ;  h e  w a s  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  n e e d  o f  f o o d  a n d  c l o t h i n g .  T h e  M a s t e r  s e n t  h i m  b o t h ,  w h i c h  h e  a c c e p t e d ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  t h a n k s .  H e  f e l l  s i c k .  T h e  M a s t e r  t o o k  h i m  a  p h y s i c i a n ,  f o o d ,  m e d i c i n e ,  m o n e y .  T h e s e  a l s o  h e  a c c e p t e d ;  b u t  a s  h e  h e l d  o u t  o n e  h a n d  t h a t  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  m i g h t  t a k e  h i s  p u l s e ,  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  h e  h e l d  h i s  c l o a k  b e f o r e  h i s  f a c e  t h a t  h e  m i g h t  n o t  l o o k  u p o n  t h e  M a s t e r .  For twenty-four years t h e  M a s t e r  c o n t i n u e d  h i s  k i n d n e s s ,  a n d  t h e  A f g h a n  p e r s i s t e d  i n  h i s  e n m i t y .  T h e n  a t  l a s t  o n e  d a y  t h e  A f g h a n  c a m e  t o  t h e  M a s t e r ’ s  d o o r  a n d  f e l l  d o w n ,  p e n i t e n t  a n d  w e e p i n g ,  a t  h i s  f e e t .“ F o r g i v e  m e ,  S i r , ”  h e  c r i e d .  “ F o r  t w e n t y - f o u r  y e a r s  I  h a v e  d o n e  e v i l  t o  y o u ,  f o r  t w e n t y - f o u r  y e a r s  y o u  h a v e  d o n e  g o o d  t o  m e .  N o w  I  k n o w  t h a t  I  h a v e  b e e n  i n  t h e  w r o n g . ”T h e  M a s t e r  b a d e  h i m  r i s e ,  a n d  t h e y  b e c a m e  f r i e n d s .T h i s  M a s t e r  i s  a s  s i m p l e  a s  h i s  s o u l  i s  g r e a t .  H e  c l a i m s  n o t h i n g  f o r  h i m s e l f — n e i t h e r '  c o m f o r t  n o r  h o n o r  n o r  r e p o s e .  T h r e e  o r  f o u r  h o u r s  o f  s l e e p  s u f f i c e  h i m ;  a l l  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  h i s  t i m e  a n d  a l l  h i s  s t r e n g t h  i s  g i v e n  t o  t h o s e  w h o  s u f f e r ,  i n  s p i r i t  o r  i n  b o d y .  “ I  a m , ”  h e  s a y s ,  “ t h e  s e r v a n t  o f  t h e  s e r v a n t  o f  G o d . ”S u c h  i s  A b b a s  E f f e n d i ,  t h e  M a s t e r  o f  A k k a .
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B u r g e s s  a n d  h i s  w i f e  h a d  a l w a y s  s e e m e d  s u c h  g o o d  f r i e n d s /  T h a t ,  I  t h i n k ,  w a s  w h a t  f i r s t  s t r u c k  a n y o n e  w h o  m e t  t h e m — e v e n  t h e  m o s t  c a s u a l  o b s e r v e r ,  b u t  I  w a s  n o t  c a s u a l ,  a n d  w h e n  I  m e t  t h e m  a g a i n  a f t e r  f i v e  y e a r s  s e p a r a t i o n ,  I  b e c a m e  c o n s c i o u s ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  o r  t h r e e  m i n u t e s ,  o f  a  b l a n k ,  a  g a p ,  a  w a n t .  T h i s  e f f e c t  i n c r e a s e d ,  a n d  a s  m y  v i s i t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r u n  i t s  c o u r s e ,  I  c a m e  t o  f e e l  a s  i f  f o u r  w a l l s  o f  i c e  w e r e  s l o w l y  c l o s i n g  r o u n d  m y  f a c u l t i e s ,  h e m m i n g  t h e m  i n ,  h e n u m b i n g  a l l  c e r e b r a l  a c t i v i t y .I  d o n ’ t  m e a n  t h a t  i t  w a s  a n y t h i n g  c r u d e ,  o r  e l e m e n t a r y ,  t h i s  e f f e c t .  O n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  i t  w a s  s u b t l e  t o  a  d e g r e e .  I t  d i d  n o t  a t  o n c e  d e c l a r e  i t s e l f .  O n l y  a s  o n e  b e c a m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  s t r a n g e n e s s  o f  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e ,  o n e  r e m e m b e r e d ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  t o  h a v e  f e l t  i t  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  b a c k ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e  v e r y  s t a r t  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  t h i s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  s t r a i n  a n d  c o l d n e s s .  I t  w a s  e v e n  m o r e  t h a n  t h a t .  I t  c r e a t e d  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  f o r e i g n  t o  a l l  a c t i v i t y ,  m e n t a l ,  e m o t i o n a l  o r  p h y s i c a l .  O n e  s a w  t h e  g u e s t s  a t  W e a r d a l e  h o u s e ,  a s s a i l e d  o n e  b y  o n e  b y  t h i s  i n v i s i b l e  f r o s t ,  l a n g u i s h i n g ,  b o r e d ,  t h e n  s t r u g g l i n g ,  s u c c u m b i n g  b e n e a t h  t h e  e f f o r t ,  f i n a l l y  r e c e i v i n g  p e r e m p t o r y  s u m m o n s  b y  l e t t e r  a n d  w i r e  a n d  d e p a r t i n g  f a g g e d ,  t h e i r  e y e s  s h a d e d  a s  b y  t h e  r i n g s  o f  i n s o m n i a .  I  w a s  a n  o l d  f r i e n d ,  a n d  I  s t o p p e d  o n  a s  d i d  s o m e  o f  t h e  h u n t i n g  m e n — o u t  a l l  d a y  a n d  s l e e p i n g  s o u n d l y  a n d  e a r l y — a n d  t h e  b r i d g e  p l a y i n g  w o m e n ,  w h o  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  n o t i c e d  e v e n  t h u n d e r  o r  a  m o u s e  i n  t h e i r  a b s o r p t i o n — b u t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s u c h  g u e s t s  a s  t h e s e  s e r v e d  o n l y  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  d e a d n e s s ,  i n  w h i c h  w e  w e r e  i m m e r s e d .O n e  e v e n i n g  i n  e s p e c i a l  i t  s e e m e d  t o  c l o s e  i n  a r o u n d  u s .  B u r g e s s  a n d  I  s a t  a l o n e  o n  t h e  t e r r a c e  o u t s i d e  t h e  d r a w i n g - r o o m  a f t e r  d i n n e r .  T h e  w o m e n ,  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  m e n ,  h a d  r e s u m e d  b r i d g e ;  o t h e r  m e n  w e r e  a t  t h e  b i l l i a r d  t a b l e  o r  s t r o l l i n g  i n  t h e  g a r d e n s  u n d e r  t h e  m o o n  w i t h  t h e  w o m e n  o f  t h e i r  p a s s i n g  f a n c i e s .  M r s .  B u r g e s s  h a d  b e e n  w i t h  u s  a  m o m e n t  b e f o r e ,  a s k i n g  s o m e  q u e s t i o n  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d  w i t h  a l l  h e r  a c c u s t o m e d  g e n t l e n e s s  a n d  s w e e t  g r a v i t y ;  a n d  h e  h a d  r e p l i e d ,  a s  h e  a l w a y s  d i d ,  w i t h  e x c e e d i n g  c o u r t e s y  a n d  k i n d n e s s .  A s  M r s .  B u r g e s s  p a s s e d  d o w n  t h e  t e r r a c e  a n d  w e  r e s u m e d  o u r  s e a t s ,  I  c a u g h t  a  s u d d e n  g l i m p s e  o f  h e r ,  i l l u m i n e d  b y  a n  e l e c t r i c  b u l b  i n  t h e  d r a w i n g - r o o m ,  a n d  I  s a w ,  w h a t  I  h a d  n e v e r
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b e f o r e  o b s e r v e d  i n  h e r ,  t h a t  h e r  f e a t u r e s ,  a s  i f  r e l a x e d  b y  a  s p r i n g ,  h a d  s e t t l e d  i n t o  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  r e m o t e n e s s ,  o f  a l o o f n e s s  a n d  a b s t r a c t i o n  o f  w h i c h  w o r d s  c a n  c o n v e y  n o  i d e a .  T h e  a l t e r a t i o n  t h i s  e f f e c t e d  i n  h e r  w a s  i m m e n s e  a n d  s t a r t l i n g ,  s o  t h a t  I  l e a n e d  f o r w a r d ,  s h i f t i n g  m y  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  t o  s e e  w h e t h e r  t h e  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  h a d  n o t  p l a y e d  m e  o n e  o f  i t s  w e i r d  t r i c k s ;  a s  I  d i d  s o ,  R e a r d o n ,  t o  w h o m  s h e  h a d  s t o p p e d  t o  s p e a k ,  r e l e a s e d  h e r  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  s h e  p a s s e d  o n .  I  t u r n e d  t o  B u r g e s s ;  h e  w a s  w a t c h i n g  h i s  w i f e  a n d  a s  o u r  e y e s  m e t ,  t o  m y  a m a z e m e n t ,  I  s a w  t h a t  h i s  h a d  a  s o m b r e  d e s p a i r  i n  t h e i r  d e p t h s ,  w h i c h  s i m p l y  t o o k  m y  b r e a t h  a w a y .  W e  s t a r e d  a t  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  h e  m a k i n g  n o  a t t e m p t  a t  c o n c e a l m e n t ,  a n d  t h e n  a t  o n c e ,  R e a r d o n  w a s  u p o n  u s ,  a  s h e e t  o f  d r a w i n g  p a p e r  i n  h i s  h a n d .“ S e e  h e r e ,  o l d  c h a p ;  t e l l  m e  w h a t  y o u  t h i n k  o f  t h i s , ”  a n d  s m i l i n g  a t  m e ,  h e  p l a c e d  b e f o r e  B u r g e s s ,  t h e  s k e t c h  o f  a  w o m a n .  M o v i n g  n e a r e r  m e ,  B u r g e s s  b y  a  g e s t u r e  i n v i t e d  m e  t o  i n s p e c t  t h e  s k e t c h  w i t h  h i m ,  u n d e r  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  g a r d e n  a r c h - w a y  n e a r e s t  u s ,  a n d  a s  I  l o o k e d ,  I  c o u l d  b a r e l y  r e s t r a i n  a n  e x c l a m a t i o n  o f  s u r p r i s e — a  s t a r t ,  I  d i d  n o t  r e s t r a i n — a n d ,  a s  h e  f e l t  t h i s ,  B u r g e s s  l o o k e d  a g a i n  i n t o  m y  e y e s  w t h  t h a t  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  s o m b r e  d e s p a i r .  W h a t  h e  h e l d  i n  h i s  h a n d  w a s  a  s k e t c h  o f  h i s  w i f e ’ s  h e a d ,  a n d  y e t  i t s  s e e m e d  t h e  f a c e  o f  a  s t r a n g e r .  I n  e v e r y  l i n e  o f  t h e  f e a t u r e s ,  i n  t h e  l i f t  o f  t h e  e y e l i d s ,  t h e  c u r v e  o f  t h e  l i p s ,  t h e  u p w a r d  a n d  b a c k w a r d  c a r r i a g e  o f  t h e  h e a d ,  i n  t h e  w h o l e  f i x e d  a b s t r a c t i o n  a n d  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e  f a c e  w a s  a  w o r l d  o f  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  i m a g e  a n d  t h e  o b s e r v e r s ,  a s  i f  t h e  w o m a n  g a z e d  t h r o u g h  u s  f r o m  a n o t h e r  p l a n e  o f  e x i s t e n c e .  O u r  s i l e n c e  w a s  b r o k e n  b y  a  c h e e r y  l a u g h  f r o m  R e a r d o n .“ R i p p i n ,  i s n ’ t  i t ? ”  h e  s a i d .  “ I  t h o u g h t  i t  w o u l d  t a k e  y o u  c h a p s  a b a c k  , a n d  y o u , ”  ( t u r n i n g  t o  m e ) ,  “ h a v e  k n o w n  M r s .  B u r g e s s  l o n g e r  t h a n  a n y  o f  u s .  I ’ m  r a t h e r  p r o u d ,  d ’ y e  k n o w ,  o f  h a v i n ’  c a u g h t  t h a t  e x p r e s s i o n ,  f o r ,  y o u  k n o w  B u r g e s s ,  i t s  a s  r a r e  a s  i t  i s  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  y o u r  w i f e  d o e s n ’ t  l o o k  l i k e  t h i s  w h e n  w e ’ r e  a n y  o f  u s  a b o u t ,  a s  y o u  k n o w .  B u t  i t ’ s  y o u r  b i r t h d a y  t o - m o r r o w ,  o l d  c h a p ,  a s  M r s .  B u r g e s s  t o l d  m e ,  a n d  I  w a n t e d  t o  g i v e  y o u  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  r e a l l y  v a l u e ,  s o  I  t h o u g h t  y o u  w o u l d n ’ t  m i n d  m e  s e e m ’  a n d  r e c o r d i n ’  t h i s  l o o k  w h i c h  y o u  m u s t  k n o w  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y o n e .  A r t i s t s  h a v e  p r i v i l e g e s ,  a n d  i t  i s n ’ t  o f t e n  w e ’ r e  a l l o w e d  a  g l i m p s e  o f  t h e  i n n e r  n a t u r e  o f  a  m o d e r n  w o m a n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n
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i t ’ s  a s  e x q u i s i t e  a s  t h i s  o f  M r s .  B u r g e s s .  I  c a l l  t h i s  s k e t c h  t h e  “ D r e a m e r , ”  a s  y o u  s e e  I ’ v e  l e t t e r e d  i t ,  b u t  o f  c o u r s e  i t s  f o r  y o u r  e y e  o n l y . ”W h i l e  R e a r d o n  s p o k e ,  B i t r g e s s  h a d  b e e n  t u r n i n g  t h e  s k e t c h  t h i s  w a y  a n d  t h a t ,  a s  i f  t o  s t u d y  i t  b e t t e r ,  a n d  o n l y  I  n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e  r a t t l i n g  o f  t h e  p a p e r  i n  h i s  h a n d  w a s  n o t  d u e  t o  t h e  l i g h t  b r e e z e  p l a y i n g  r o u n d  t h e  t e r r a c e .  H e  t u r n e d  t o  R e a r d o n  n o w ,  h o l d i n g  o u t  o n e  h a n d .  “ I  s i m p l y  c a n ’ t  t h a n k  y o u  n o w ,  o l d  m a n , ”  h e  s a i d .  “ H a s  M r s .  B u r g e s s  s e e n  t h i s ? ”“ N o ;  o f  c o u r s e ,  s h e  k n e w  I  w a s  d o i n ’  i t ,  a n d  f o r  y o u r  b i r t h d a y ,  b u t  s h e  d i d n ’ t  a s k  t o  s e e  i t  a n d  I  t h o u g h t  I ’ d  r a t h e r  h a v e  y o u r  o p i n i o n  f i r s t .  D o  y o u  t h i n k  I ’ v e  c a u g h t  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  a l l  r i g h t ?  I t ’ s  a w f u l l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t ,  d o n ’ t  y o u  k n o w .  J u s t  a  g l e a m — a n d  i t ’ s  d o n e — b u t  y o u  m u s t  k n o w  i t  w e l l  a n d  I  t h o u g h t  y o u ’ d  r a t h e r  h a v e  t h e  s k e t c h  j u s t  s o — t h a n  h a v e  a n y  m o r e  c o m m o n  m o o d . ”“ Y e s — I  k n o w  i t  w e l l ,  a s  y o u  s a y , ”  B u r g e s s  q u i e t l y  a n s w e r e d ,“ A n d  I  d o n ’ t  r e a l l y  k n o w  w h a t  t o  s a y ,  R e a r d o n ;  I - - - - ”“ S t o w  t h a t ,  o l d  m a n , ”  t h e  p a i n t e r  p u t  i n .  “ I  a m  g l a d  y o u  l i k e  i t  t h o u g h ,  a n d  i f  y o u  l i k e ,  I ’ l l  w o r k  i t  u p  i n t o  a  p o r t r a i t .  I ’ m  k e e n  o n  i t ,  i f  M r s .  B u r g e s s  d o n ’ t  o b j e c t . ”A  b u r s t  o f  l a u g h t e r  f r o m  t h e  d r a w i n g - r o o m  a n d  v o i c e s  c a l l i n g  n i s  n a m e  i n t e r r u p t e d  h i m .  L a u g h i n g ,  h e  t u r n e d  a n d  w e n t  i n  b y  t h e  n e a r e s t  w i n d o w .B u r g e s s  d r o p p e d  i n t o  h i s  c h a i r ,  t h e  s k e t c h  f l u t t e r i n g  a n d  r a t t l i n g  i n  h i s  h a n d ,  l i k e  a  l i v e  p r o t e s t i n g  t h i n g  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a w a y .  H e  t u r n e d  h i s  w h i t e  f a c e  t o  m e .“ T h e  f e l l o w ’ s  s e e n  i t ,  d a m n  h i m , ”  h e  g a s p e d .  “ A n d  y o u  t o o .  S h e ’ s  l e t t i n g  e v e r y o n e  n o t i c e  i t ;  i t ’ l l  b e  c o m m o n  p r o p e r t y  s o o n , ”  a n d  t h e  p o o r  f e l l o w  w e n t  w h i t e r  t h a n  b e f o r e .“ B u t  w h a t ?  W h a t  i s  i t ?  W h a t  t h e  d e v i l  a r e  y o u  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ?  P u l l  y o u r s e l f  t o g e t h e r  m a n !  T e l l  m e  i f  y o u  l i k e ,  o r  l e a v e  i t  a l o n e .  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  w h a t  y o u  m e a n . ”“ T h a t ’ s  j u s t  i t , ”  p o o r  B u r g e s s  a n s w e r e d .  “ I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  m y s e l f ,  b u t  t h e  t h i n g  i s  t h e r e .  I t  h a u n t s  o n e .  I t  m a k e s  t h e  p l a c e  f e e l  l i k e  a  v a u l t  o r  a  t o m b .  I  c a n ’ t  n a m e  i t ,  n o r  c a n  y o u ;  a n d  y o us a w  i t ,  a n d  n o w  t h i s - - - - t h i s - - - - - ”  a n d  h e  s h o o k  t h e  s k e t c h ,  a no a t h  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  l a s t  w o r d s .I ’ d  n e v e r  h e a r d  B u r g e s s  t a l k  l i k e  t h i s  i n  m y  l i f e ,  a n d  I  h a d
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known him from the start of his, being a bit his senior. So I 
took the sketch from his hand and sat down beside him, determined 
to see the matter through, and this is the queer tale I got out of 
him. It was bald in the extreme and the worst thing about it was 
that facts so simple and so innocent should produce an ensemble, 
an effect which was ruining the lives of two people. What he told 
me, in short, was in effect as follows:

Mrs. Burgess and he married from a mutual affection; For 
two years their lives passed on pleasantly and without a jar. After 
that, Mrs. Burgess met with an accident. She broke her arm in 
falling from a horse and, when that had healed, a slight form of 
nervous exhaustion had caused her surgeon to order her abroad 
for a few months.

Accompanied by her mother and by her husband, she went to 
the Riviera and afterwards travelled about with her mother for 
some eight months or so. Burgess himself being recalled to Eng
land by the pressure of his affairs. At the close of the ninth month, 
Mrs. Burgess returned, having visited France, Spain, Switzerland, 
Italy, Greece, Egypt, India and Japan and Ceylon, returning home 
by way of the States. Before going and as she travelled, she had 
to some extent studied the history and the conditions of the countries 
she expected to visit. At her age—she was twenty-five—and with 
her quick and bright intelligence, one would naturally expect to 
find her mind opened, her nature expanded, and this was indeed the 
case. But Burgess himself, a few years her senior, was a man of 
limited intellect. Her mind, on broadening, had not expanded be
yond his. The trouble lay beyond—not there. In the first hours 
of their reunion, the effect which made itself felt and which in
creased day by day, was a separation of consciousness. She was, 
as it were, aware of a side of life, of a series of experiences and 
conditions which wholly escaped his consciousness. These had 
opened and evolved her mind, had furnished it with points of com
parison, with memories, with new ideals and new points of view 
from which to judge life. Not one of all these was known to him. 
They escaped him utterly. In reply to my question he said she 
had written home, but in the constant travel her letters gave a mass 
of data merely; the form her travels took was on record; the at
mosphere, the spirit of the places and her reflections, their effect
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on her impressionable nature, these were lost to him. A stranger 
had returned to his hearth, gracious, serene, but one whose every 
thought and action were based upon ideas which utterly escaped 
him, a consciousness which he never shared. He did not even 
know if she was aware of it. Sometimes he thought she was. He 
had tried to talk of her experiences, and she too had tried—-4)ut the 
result was words only. She was not introspective. She had ma
tured and ripened, without being in the least aware, in the least 
self-conscious, and could not have put her finger on her mental 
pulses for her H£e. They had not an idea in common; they never 
disagreed—-did not come close enough for that. The bald, simple, 
untouchable, fact was that here was a consciousness he never shared, 
a mind whose central point he never glimpsed, a being whose raison 
d’etre he could not know. The common daily ideas even, had a 
basis, a reason which entirely escaped him. He never knew the 
reason for a single opinion that she held—nor could she have told 
him, for she had developed unconsciously, "as a flower opens its 
soul to the air,” Could not mutual affection bridge the gap? It 
made their life together patient, courteous, kind; it could not supply 
identity of consciousness; it could not relate their consciousness 
when every thought revealed a separate basis of experience and 
idea. Together, they moved apart. Attached, they were increas
ingly conscious of separation. Only their very real regard—respect 
even—for one another, prevented discord. It could not evade an 
ever increasing unhappiness.

Had either of my young friends been of deep intellectual fibre, 
one or the other of them might have fathomed the situation and 
might have discovered a remedy. Burgess himself had hoped that 
motherhood, parentage and its identity of experience and respon
sibility would draw them together. The supreme hour had come 
and gone. They would appear to have trembled toward one 
another, in the warm dawn of a mutual joy—and then, hour by hour, 
arose the innumerable new questions and new decisions for the new 
life as for themselves, and again arose, implacable and over mast
ering, the separate consciousness. To the depths of their minds 
they dwelt apart. Would time and daily experience draw them 
together in the future ? Burgess confessed with despair in his eyes 
that he had no hope. For said he: “ I find that we form our ideas
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early in life and whatever we experience afterward only expands 
and does not alter the basis of consciousness. Duality of experience 
in the formative period, produces separation of mental conscious
ness, view it as you will. We dwell always apart.” And he buried 
his face in his hands.

For a moment I felt myself baffled, I confess. But as I sat 
beside my friend, waiting for him to regain his self-control, frag
mentary thoughts, long absent from my mind, flitted one by one 
into mental view. And as I examined these, the light of hope 
streamed from them. I touched Burgess on the arm.

“Tell me this,” I said to him, “ Suppose for a moment that, be
fore you parted, your wife and yourself had had some common ideal, 
something that so permeated your lives that you viewed all ex
perience and explained all life by its light. Provided that each one 
maintained this ideal intact—would separation of consciousness 
have resulted as now?”

“Certainly not,” he answered after a pause. “ But I do not 
see how this affects the situation. We had no fixed ideal, either 
separate or common.”

“ No. That is evident. But could you not have such an ideal ? 
I am aware that very few people have a conscious ideal, an aim to 
which they direct their lives; the mass has direction, but not a con
scious ideal goal. But is there anything to prevent your having 
such an ideal? Anything to prevent your raising the question of 
the existance of such an ideal, of the search for it? Even discus
sion in regard to it, to the search for it, the directions in which it 
might or might not be found, would supply a temporary unit of con
sciousness, and when we consider that during this process you 
would together pass most of your thoughts and experiences in re
view like people going through a hapstack together to find the pro
verbial needle—why, upon my word, Burgess, I think you may be
gin to hope.”

He wrung my hand, sprang up, and left me without a word. 
Looking from my window two hours later, I saw by, the sundial in 
the rose garden, where its shadow fell blackest in the moonlight, 
two forms, seated close together, eagerly talking. It was my friend 
and his wife. I’ve often seen them since, and always with the same 
pelasant sensation of warmth about the heart. It is as yet early 
days to speak, but I think the wife who went away is coming back. 
Perhaps she will bring a diviner spirit with her.
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THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY IN AMERICA.
Founded by H. P. Blavatsky at New York in 1875.

The Society does not pretend to be able to establish at once 
a universal brotherhood among men, but only strives to create the 
nucleus of such a body. Many of its members believe that an ac
quaintance with the world’s religions and philosophies will reveal, 
as the common and fundamental principle underlying these, that 
“spiritual identity of all Souls with the Oversoul” which is the 
basis of true brotherhood; and many of them also believe that an 
appreciation of the finer forces of nature and man will still further 
emphasize the same idea.

The organization is wholly unsectarian, with no creed, dogma, 
nor personal authority to enforce or impose; neither is it to be held 
responsible for the opinions of its members, who are expected to 
accord to the beliefs of others that tolerance which they desire for 
their own.

The following proclamation was adopted at the Convention of 
the Society held at Boston, April, 1895:

“The Theosophical Society in America by its delegates and 
members in Convention assembled, does hereby proclaim fraternal 
good will and kindly feeling toward all students of Theosophy and 
members of Theosophical Societies wherever and however situated. 
It further proclaims and avers its hearty sympathy and association 
with such persons and organizations in all theosophical matters ex
cept those of government and administration, and invites their cor
respondence and co-operation.

“To all men and women of whatever caste, creed, race, or re
ligious belief, who aim at the fostering of peace, gentleness, and 
unselfish regard one for another ,and the acquisition of such knowl
edge of men and nature as shall tend to the elevation and advance
ment of the human race, it sends most friendly greeting and freely 
proffers its services.

“ It joins hands with all religions and religious bodies whose 
efforts are directed to the purification of men’s thoughts and the 
bettering of their ways, and it avows its harmony therewith. To 
all scientific societies and individual searchers after wisdom upon 
whatever plane and by whatever righteous means pursued, it is and 
will be grateful for such discovery and unfoldment of Truth as shall 
serve to announce and confirm a scientific basis for ethics.

“And lastly, it invites to its membership those who, seeking a 
higher life hereafter, would learn to know the Path to tread in this.”

The expenses of the Theosophical Society in America are met 
by Dues of Two Dollars, and voluntary contributions, which should 
be sent to the Treasurer T. S. A., Box 1584, New York, N. Y.

Applications for membership should be addressed to the Sec
retary T. S. A., 159 Warren Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.
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