
FORUM
A U G U S T  1903

OUR ARTICLES:
PAG E

* * * _ .  .  _ 6 l
H A BIT  OF MIND . . . .  63
SH A N K A R A ’S PH ILO SO PH Y - - 65
H E A R T ’S D E S IR E  70
SC IE N T IF IC  N E C E S S IT Y  OF R EIN C A R N A T IO N  74 
R IC H A R D  ST R A U SS , T SC H A IK O W SK Y  AND TH E

ID EA  OF D EATH  - - - 78

ISSUED M ONTHLY
V o l . 9 No. 4

Flushing

New York
Ten Cents a Copy One Dollar Yearly

Digitized by Google



An Outline of the Secret Doctrine:
COSMOGENESIS.

A series of articles with this title was published twelve years ago 
in LUCIFER, an attempt being made to follow the 
Stanzas, and to make clear the metaphysical and 
scientific principles involved in the teaching of the 
Building of the Worlds.

Repeated requests have been made to the Editor of 
the Theosophical Forum to reprint these articles, but 
it may be more advisable to issue them in book 
form, uniform with Ancient and Modern Physics. 

Readers who approve of this suggestion are invited 
to send an expression of their views to

CHARLES JOHNSTON,
FLUSHING, NEW YORK.

“A New Pamphlet on Karma/’
A copy of this pamphlet will be sent gratis to any reader of 

the Forum who will send his name and address on a postcard to 
the publisher. Thomas Green, 10 Park Road Mansions, Wands
worth Common, London, S. W. For Propaganda purposes copies 
will be supplied at 3 cents each plus postage at the rate of 16 cents 
per dozen. Payment may be made in postage stamps.

Entered at the Post Office at Flushing, N. Y., as second-class matter, 
April 20, 1901.
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V O L .  9. A U G U S T ,  1903 No. 4

♦ *  *

The one road open to those who long for spiritual growth is 

the road of aspiration. '

It is in fact the Path; and the reason for this is obvious. 

Aspiration is always possible: if we think long and intently upon 

any subject the way is often blocked by fatigue; the brain is tired 

or exhausted, as we say, and no longer acts or responds readily to 

our efforts. But when we aspire there is no brain fatigue.

The soul or higher Ego expresses itself on and through desire, 

and desire is longing which we might call the interior process of 

aspiration.
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No soul is ever quite incapable of aspiring—for all souls have 

desires and longings for something better than they know. The 

highest expression of the full bom soul is found in aspiration— 

and in flight upwards from the world of material limitation to the 

boundless plane of immaterial hope no obstacle interposes, no 

exists.

Every one can long for goodness, every one can desire purity, 

every one can hope to become unselfish—every one can desire “ that 

which is beyond knowledge.”

And through aspiration the path to higher experience will in

evitably open up, that which the soul gives out in longing for the 

best, will come back to it in full measure, “pressed down and 

running over,” as happiness, as joy, as bliss.
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HABIT OF MIND.
In the phenomenal world, acts habitually repeated tend to per

petuate themselves, thus forming types.
Each single act, the impression of which is sufficiently clear, 

forms a basis for its objectivation. In the beginning its recurrence is 
brought about by the use of memory, and later on by memory and 
its own impetus added to memory, through which repetition be
comes more frequent, coming, as it were, of itself, without effort 
on our part.

The same law is true in the domain of thought, but there it 
is more intense, more precise and more potent and its scope is 
larger, because we are able to recall a thought at will and with an 
unlimited frequency.

How often do we despair about a fancied impotence of ours 
in one direction or another, saying: It is impossible for me to do 
this or that, my mind is so constituted as rtot to allow of any other 
expression than the one familiar to me at present. We do not 
realize or want to realize that this expression is wholly within our 
control and direction. The thought is ever the stimulus of the act 
and the habit of directing it into a definite channel will ultimately 
incite a corresponding act.

Therefore it is wholly within our power to acquire control and 
learn to direct our desires as well as to create the foundation for a 
proper course of action.

Few of us realize that when we become slaves to some domi
nant thought, it is an indication that we have fostered in our hearts 
an undue amount of energy, tending towards our personal interest.

What is so often called natural impulse is generally instinct 
perverted by the habitual wrong thought of a fanciful mind. We 
must ever remember that the mind, as well as any other organ, can 
not be taken for an absolute guide, being subject to making mis
takes and going into abuses, which are very potent in their re
actions.

Now, we are subject to habits of thought and act only in that 
degree in which we are willing to stimulate them and give them 
impetus.

Therefore it is of the highest importance that we analize,
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check and direct the mind through the will. Through the per
sistence of fanciful images, which our thought has made strong by 
indulgence, good instincts are as it were transposed and made to 
lend their energy to the wrong powers in us. Therefore I repeat 
once more, if we must act from habit, let us acquire such tendencies 
and dispositions, which will tend to accumulate a force gravitating 
towards the greater, the universal. But let us not act wholly from 
habit, but ever from moral incentive, at the same time keeping our 
minds flexible, so as to be able to encompass that, which may yet 
be known and which is not as yet within our tenets.

And throughout all our labor, let discrimination and sympathy 
be ever our guide.
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It is very remarkable that we still know nothing for certain 
of the date of so striking a personality, so great a man as Shan- 
karacharya. In all the later ages of India, there are only two men 
whose work is of universal significance, Gautama Buddha, and 
Shankaracharya; and of these two it is hardly to be doubted that 
Shankara has had a far deeper influence on Indian thought and 
life. And besides this, whatever doubts we have of Shankara’s 
date, we are quite certain that he lived somewhat later than 
Buddha; so that the events of his life should be far more certain 
and easily ascertained, and yet quite the contrary is the case. 
Buddha’s date can be fixed by several independent lines of evi
dence; his life has been written in many of the languages of Asia, 
and the great events of his wonderful career stand out clear and 
sharp, almost free from the mists of historical uncertainty. But 
of Shankara, what can we tell for certain? And yet Shankara 
was not a man to pass unnoticed by his contemporaries; his work 
was not such as to remain hidden for a time, or cherished only 
among an obscure, uninfluential band of faithful followers; to be 
made known only by the gradual recognition of later ages.

Had Shankara been only the commentator on the Upanishads, 
the Bhagavad Gita, and the Vedanta Sutras, it would be credible 
that his life might have been lived in seclusion, and that only the 
lapse of time would have revealed the excellence of his work; and 
in this way we could understand that the outward events of his 
life might have passed unnoticed until the time had gone by when 
they could be ascertained exactly. But Shankara was a great 
deal more than this, a great deal more than an excellent commen- ' 
tator on the most valuable books of Ancient India. He was the 
founder of a philosophy which, for lucidity, profundity, self-evident 
truth, and beauty of illustration, can match anything the great mas
ters of the world have produced; and, lastly, he was a practical 
reformer, who achieved, as far as we can judge, entire success, and 
whose influence on the most learned and powerful section of the 
Indian peoples has been so deep and lasting that he has simply 
overshadowed every one else for a series of centuries, and is to-day 
absolutely predominant in Indian thought.

SHANKARA’S PHILOSOPHY.
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Here then is the perplexing element in the matter: that of a 
man of this magnitude we should have to say his influence has been 
predominant for a “series of centuries” ; and that we should not 
be able to say, with any certainty at all, how many these centuries 
are. Even learned natives of India, excellent Sanskritists, Vedan- 
tins, who have “ sworn into the words of this master,” have to fix 
his date by the chance, uncertain remark of a Chinese traveller. 
The thing is absolutely without a parallel in the history of the 
modern world. It is as if those in Europe had to fix Julius Caesar’s 
date by a chance notice of some Ethiopian chronicler, although 
Caesar’s influence on modern Europe is so great that his family 
name has been made the proudest title of all our living Emperors.

The thing is incomprehensible; or would be, in any land ex
cept India, among any people except the Brahmins, Shankara did 
not appear among an illiterate people, for we have seen recently 
that it is morally certain that the people of India were vfamiliar 
with writing three thousand years ago, long before Buddha’s day, 
and therefore still longer before Shankara’s. There was, there
fore, every opportunity for Shankara’s life to be put on record. 
His influence was great during his life-time. He founded three 
great centres of philosophy, with Shringeri in Mysore at their 
head; and his successors have been uninterrupted till the present 
day. It is quite certain that the Brhadaranyaka Uuanishad is one 
of the oldest of the theosophic treatises in India; and yet we find 
in this ancient book several lists of spiritual successions, “ Guru- 
parampara chains,” which show us that the practice of recording 
the spiritual succession of teachers was known in India from very 
early times. Is it, then, possible that the Guru-parampara chain, 
the list of spiritual successors, of Shankara could have failed to 
be preserved, from the year of his reforms, in the schools of philo
sophy which he founded himself? It is almost certain that the 
chain of Gurus must have been preserved, not only at Shringeri, 
but also in the other maths. True, we have already obtained from 
Brahmins several lists which claim to be true copies of the Shan
kara chains; but even they are not quite satisfactory. They do 
not all perfectly agree. And several have assigned to an im
mediate successor of Shankara a chiefship of eight hundred years. 
They cannot, therefore, be authentic copies of an authentic con
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temporary record; and although it is incredible that lists of Shan
kara’s successors should not exist, it is certain that they are not 
genuinely represented in the lists we have seen. We must, there
fore, satisfy ourselves with hoping that a genuine list of the Gurus 
of each of Shankara’s maths may some day be published by the 
authorities of the maths themselves; for only thus can the date 
of one of the greatest men in the History of India, or, indeed, in 
the history of the world, be finally and satisfactorily established. 
Till this is done, Shankara’s followers must reconcile themselves 
to the date of their splendid patron being fixed on the most em
pirical grounds, by a series of airy hypotheses; or on the chance 
remark of some travelling Chinaman. Now that the transcendant 
value of Shankara’s philosophy is recognised as clearly in the West 
as in the East, it would be an act of wisdom as well as of grace 
for the best of his followers in India to establish his date once 
for all on irrefutable evidence.

But the value of Shankara’s philosophy does not in any way 
depend on his date. Its value is exactly the same, whether Shan
kara lived only yesterday or two thousand years ago. The pro
gress of the centuries and ages makes little difference to the great 
problems of Being which Shankara set himself to solve. The 
only influence of time seems to be the alteration of periods of 
lucidity and periods of stupidity, which succeed each other like the 
white and black fortnights of the moon. It was certainly a black 
fortnight when the great Church Council declared that the earth 
was flat; a “black fortnight,” which lingered till the burning of 
Giordano Bruno ushered in the seventeenth century of our era. 
We have issued from the blackness of that period of stupidity in 
some measure to-day; but in many things we are a long way be
hind the period of lucidity of Periclean Greece, and Greece was, 
in many things, the inferior of older Egypt ; while Egypt might 
happily have had much to learn from still older India.

So that it matters very little when Shankara worked, as far 
as the intrinsic excellence of his philosophy is concerned. 
Many have many a time insisted on the enormous antiquity 
of man in these columns, and we may do so once again by 
saying that, as far as philosophy is concerned, the fundamental 
problems of knowledge hardly altered at all in the last million
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years; and that our means of solving them have altered about as 
little. We stand face to face with the same old universe, the same 
pictures of river and mountain, of the sleepless sea, and the silent 
stars unfolding themselves. We appear in the midst of the great 
picture gallery; gaze a while, and then disappear.

Before all things, Shankara was an Idealist. The universe 
has, he says, only a dependent reality; it is like the snake which 
a man thinks he sees, where there is no snake at all, but a coil of 
rope. It is like a dream, very coherent and convincing while it 
lasts; but we shall presently wake, and then it will wear another 
face. An idealist cannot be made by argument; a man is a “naive 
realist” as the Germans say, until he reaches insight; until he 
realises for himself that he has no evidence, and never can have 
any evidence, of the existence of outer things, beyond the mere fact 
that he perceives them; that they are objects of his perception. 
In this way, by insight, the “naive realist” becomes an idealist, and 
not by argument. The arguments of the realist are utterly con
vincing to himself. He cannot understand how any one can have 
misgivings as to the reality of this solid-seeming world. Then, 
some day, he wakes up to an altered universe; insight has come to 
him; he perceives that outer things have only a secondary, a de
pendent reality; he has become an idealist. A materialist may be
come an idealist, as Emerson says; but no idealist ever became a 
materialist. Neque ulla retrorsum! When we are awake, no one 
can convince us by argument that we are still asleep. But the 
awakening must come by insight, and not by argument; and this 
Shankara always recognises, and states again and again, with ad
mirable lucidity. What is the first qualification for a profitable 
study of my idealism? he asks; and then answers himself; the 
first and indispensable qualification is insight; insight into the 
secondariness; the dependent reality of the world.

This is his famous and oft-repeated atma-anatma-vweka;  the 
discerning between the primary reality of the Self, the perceiver; 
and the secondary reality of the not-Self, the perceived. The 
reality of the Self depends on the consciousness that I am I ;  and 
this consciousness does not depend on anything, but is self-depen
dent, self-existent, self-sufficient, and self-poised. To this primary 
reality, “ I am I,” we add the secondary reality, “ I perceive outer
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things;” so that the reality of outer things is, at best, a second 
rate, dependent reality. Or perhaps it is also primary? Perhaps 
outer things that have also the consciousness of I am I? If so, 
then they are also consciousness; they are also self; and nothing 
exists but consciousness.

„Problems like these are the starting point of Shankara’s philo
sophy. With a starting point like this, where shall we expect the 
teacher to lead us? His conclusion is Thyself is the Eternal; and 
nothing is but the Eternal. But the* last conclusions and even the 
first step to these conclusions can only be taken on the conditions 
Shankara himself lays down, the first condition being insight: the 
insight into the dependent reality of the world.

At the present moment, some of the foremost thinkers of the 
West are finding their way to this condition. They are already 
growing out of materialism; out of the “naive realism” of the ma
terialist school. And with their growth, the due appreciation of 
Shankara is becoming for the first time possible to them.
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H EARTS DESIRfc.

The Angels of the four Quarters met and conferred concern
ing Man. The great Archangel Michael had given them a charge 
concerning him; they had gone upon their errand, each to his 
own quarter of the earth, and each had failed in his mission.

Said the Angel of the North:
“When Michael told us that the Power Divine commanded 

that we should discover the heart’s desire of man, I, as ye know, 
went Northward. For when all is said and done, when the result 
of all action is burned to an ash, it is the mind which governs Man. 
Even in animal man it is instinctive mind. Hence, working in 
that Northern region of Nature which, as ye know, exists in every 
point of space and is not a point of the compass, I, the Northern 
Power, endeavoured to satisfy man with the things of mind. Re
ligions, gave I to him; philosophies; the clear light of science, 
penetrating through great spaces of time. Ever as man asked 
more, I gave more; as he explored, I revealed. His every de
mand has been met. Man has wearied, not I. He has turned him 
again and again, from the things of the Mind. In the Northern 
quarter his heart’s desire cannot be found.”

The Angel of the North paused, proudly defiant, and his eyes 
sought the Angel of the Southern quarter with a passive expect
ancy in their look as of one who again sees defeat coming from a 
point already forseen.

But the Angel of the South smiled; it was a warm sweet 
smile which made the summer seem at hand, and he said:

“ I too, have failed, as our brother of the North has failed— 
if indeed he will not still succeed. But I—Ihave given to man the 
things of the heart, those which most men so readily pursue. Love, 
passion, affection; the emotions and the emotional forms of music, 
Religion and the Arts; love of country too, the fire of patriotism; 
the fevered fret of the senses and the sweet satisfactions of the 
affectional nature. All these lures have I spread, and man has 
followed after, eagerly, keenly pursuing as a child pursues one 
winged thing after another. Yet always he wearies. Always he 
turns from me to you, my Brothers. True, he returns again to
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me, but again, in a flash of reaction, he is gone. His heart’s de
sire is not with me. I confess it. In the all pervading Southern 
plane of human nature there is no permanent satisfaction. Never 
once have I quenched the desire fire; I only excite it. For me it 
bums higher, higher, still higher and reacts in leaps and bounds 
towards the North, that still fine coolness from which I am forever 
expelled.” And regret was in the sweet look which he turned upon 
the Northern Angel, who gazed back with eyes lit by a swift and 
shining spark.

Then arose the Angel whose charge was the Western Quarter.
“ I went, as you know, to that place which is mine, thinking 

easily to discover the heart’s desire of Man. For, as I see him, 
an intense activity is his, a bland of brain and feeling which causes 
him to desire and discover, to know,to invent, to excel. Man feels 
nearer the gods when he creates. These faculties have I stimu
lated. The inventions of man are marvels. His brain activity is 
prodigious. Just when he seems most insatiable, just when I ask 
myself if my own resources will be overtaxed and will fail, man 
drops the pursuit as a bird folds its wings in mid air and falls. His 
heart’s desire is never with me. I never remotely touch it. I too 
have failed.” And he ranged himself at the side of the Southern 
and Northern" Angels, and all three looked steadfastly upon the 
Angel of the Eastern Quarter.

The Eastern Angel did not return their gaze. Unlike them, 
he had been seated, and he continued to sit, his eyes downcast, his 
finger tracing strange characters upon the rock. They had never 
understood him, and no one ever knew if he understood them at 
all: his ways were silent ways; his eyelids were rarely lifted. Yet 
his Brothers knew that at any moment a sudden light might break 
from his speech, or his least movement. Among themselves they 
called him the Wonder Worker, for the Eastern Angel knew the 
things of the Soul.

He did not now raise his eyes, however, but spoke as one who 
speaks in a dream.

“As ye know, I went to mine own place. The things which 
happen there, it is not lawful to utter. Nor are they reflected in 
any speech. It must thus suffice that I say I too have failed. Men 
of all Lands have I approached, in their millions, and some held
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c o n v e r s e  w i t h  m e ,  b u t  n o n e  h a v e  I  h e l d  o r  r e t a i n e d .  T h e  H e a r t ’ s  D e s i r e  i s  n o t  w i t h  m e .  I  h a v e  s a i d . ”A n d  h e  f o l d e d  h i s  p i n i o n s  a b o v e  h i s  b e n t  h e a d ,  p l u n g i n g  a g a i n  i n t o  m e d i t a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e i r  s h a d o w .H i s  b r o t h e r  A n g e l s  l o o k e d  a t  o n e  a n o t h e r  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  a  w o n d e r i n g  c o n s t e r n a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  e y e s .  T h e  D i v i n e  M a n d a t e  Jw a s  n o t  o b e y e d .  B u t  b e f o r e  t h e y  h a d  r e g a i n e d  s e l f - p o s s e s s i o n ,  a  r a i n b o w  h a l o  s h o n e  u p o n  t h e m  a n d  M i c h a e l  s t o o d  i n  t h e i r  m i d s t  a n s w e r i n g  t h e i r  s a l u t a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  s a l u t e  o f  h i s  d r a w n  s w o r d .“ I  h e a r d , ”  h e  g r a v e l y  s a i d .  “ Y e t  t h i s  s t a t e  c a n n o t  l a s t .  F r o m  jt h e  P o w e r  D i v i n e  i t s e l f  w e n t  f o r t h  t h e  M a n d a t e  t h a t  t h e  H e a r t ’ s  D e s i r e  o f  H u m a n i t y  s h o u l d  b e c o m e  k n o w n  t o  t h e  A n g e l s  o f  t h e  f o u r  Q u a r t e r s . ”“ C a n s ’ t  t h o u  n o t  t e l l  i t  u s ,  M i c h a e l ,  t h o u  w h o  w e r t  o n c e  h u m a n ,  _  a s  w e  w e r e  n e v e r ? ”  a s k e d  t h e  S o u t h e r n  A n g e l .“ I t  i s  n o t  k n o w n  t o  m e  o r  t o  m y  B r o t h e r  A r c h a n g e l s , ”  M i c h a e l  g r a v e l y  s a i d .  “ F o r  s e e ,  w e  a r e  a s  g o d s  a n d  o u r  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  h a s  p a s s e d  o n  u p w a r d s  a n d  i n w a r d  t o  t h e  g o d  s t a t e ,  f o r g e t t i n g  t h e  h u m a n .  H e n c e  t h e r e  h a s  a r i s e n  a  w a n t  i n  t h e  S p i r i t u a l  W o r l d ,  w h e r e  t h e  A n g e l s  k n o w  n o  l o n g e r  t h e  d e e p e s t  n e e d  o f  M a n  a n d  c a n n o t  t r u l y  k e e p  h i m  u n t i l  t h a t  b a s i c  n e e d  i s  k n o w n . ”A g a i n  t h e  c o n s t e r n a t i o n  d a w n i n g  i n  t h e i r  e y e s !“ W h a t ’ s  t o  b e  d o n e ? ”  t h e  t h r e e  e x c l a i m e d .M i c h a e l  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  c o n t e m p l a t i v e  A n g e l  o f  t h e  E a s t  a n d  h e ,  s t i l l  f o l d e d  i n  t h e  s h a d o w  o f  h i s  w i n g s ,  w i t h  a  g e s t u r e  p o i n t e d  e a r t h w a r d s .  M i c h a e l  b e n t  h i m s e l f  o v e r  t h e  r i m  o f  t h e  h e a v e n s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  l i s t e n i n g  l i k e w i s e ,  b e c a m e  a w a r e  o f  a  s i l v e r y  n o t e  r i s i n g  s w e e t l y ,  s t e a d i l y  f r o m  t h e  w o r l d  o f  m e n .  I t  w a s  a  m o t h e r  p r a y i n g  t o  t h e  g o d  o f  h e r  p e o p l e  f o r  h e r  s o n ,  h e r  o n l y  c h i l d .  H e  w a s  a  g r e a t  K i n g ,  a  C a p t a i n  a m o n g  C a p t a i n s ,  b u t  t o  h e r  h e  w a s  ,e v e r  h e r  l i t t l e  o n e  f o r  w h o m  s h e  t r e m b l e d ,  a n d  s o  t h r o u g h  t h e  n i g h t s  s h e  b e s o u g h t  h e r  g o d  f o r  h i m ;  e v e r  m o r e  a n x i o u s ,  e v e r  m o r e  t e n d e r ,  t h u s  s h e  p r a y e d :“ T h y  l a s t ,  b e s t  g i f t  g i v e  t o  m y  c h i l d ,  o h  L o r d  o u r  G o d !  T e a c h  Ih i m  t o  k n o w  h i s  o w n  h e a r t . ”M i c h a e l  r a i s e d  h i m s e l f ,  t r i u m p h a n t ,  a n d  h i s  v o i c e  b o o m e d  l i k e  t h e  s e a .“ I t  i s  t r u e .  M a n ’ s  d e e p e s t  n e e d ,  h i s  i n n e r m o s t  d e s i r e ,  t h a t
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w h i c h  h e  r e a l l y  s e e k s  t h r o u g h  e v e r y  f o r m  o f  a c t i o n  i s  w h a t  t h e  M o t h e r  y o n d e r  p r a y s  f o r — t o  k n o w  h i s  o w n  h e a r t ,  a n d  t h e  h i d d e n  m y s t e r y  t h e r e . ”
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(Continued.)
T h e  e g o  i n c a r n a t e d  i n  a  p h y s i c a l  b o d y  w e a r s  o u t  t h i s  b o d y  w i t h  a g e ,  i f  n o t  w i t h  a b u s e .  A n d  t h i s  s a m e  f a c t  i s  t r u e  e v e r y w h e r e ,  w h e t h e r  i n  m a n ,  a n i m a l ,  o r  p l a n t .  A l l  t h e s e  w e a r  o u t  w i t h  o l d  a g e :  e v e n  t h e  r o c k s  c r u m b l e  w i t h  t i m e .  Y e t  a l l  t h e s e ,  h a v i n g  e x i s t e d  f o r  a g e s  p a s t ,  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x i s t ,  f r o m  a g e  t o  a g e .  T h i s  i s  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  p l a n ,  t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  f o r m ,  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c h a r a c t e r  o r  n a t u r e  i s  n o t  e l i m i n a t e d .  T h e s e  t h e n ,  t h e  f o r m  a n d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ,  r e - a p p e a r s ,  r e i n c a r n a t e s ,  w i t h  o n l y  s u c h  c h a n g e s ,  a s  w o u l d  b e  n a t u r a l l y  e x p e c t e d  u n d e r  t h e  i m p u l s e  o f  e v o l u t i o n  a n d  e t e r n a l  p r o g r e s s .T h e r e  c a n n o t  b e  o n e  l a w  o f  n a t u r e  o p e r a t i n g  u p o n  m a n ’ s  b o d y ;  b u t  w h a t  t h a t  s a m e  i d e n t i c a l  l a w  i s  e q u a l l y  o p e r a t i v e  u p o n  a n y  o t h e r  p l a n e  s p h e r e  o r  b o d y .T h e  s t u d e n t  o f  T h e o s o p h y  t h e r e f o r e  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  w h y  t h e  b o d y  o f  m a n  r e m a i n s  t h e  s a m e  d u r i n g  m a n y  t i m e s  s e v e n  y e a r s ,  i s  t h e  i d e a ,  t h e  p l a n ,  w h i c h  d e c i d e  t h e  f o r m  t h e  p h y s i c a l  m o l e c u l e s  a r e  t o  b e  g r o u p e d  i n t o ,  a r e  f a r  m o r e  l a s t i n g  t h a n  t h e  m o l e c u l e  i t s e l f ;  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h a t  t h e  i n n e r  a s t r a l - p s y c h i c  m a n  i s  m o r e  p e r m a n e n t  a n d  m o r e  r e a l  t h a n  t h e  v i s i b l e  m a n .  T h a t  t h e  w o r n - o u t  p h y s i c a l  m o l e c u l e s ,  b e c o m i n g  u s e l e s s  t o  t h e  r e a l  m a n ,  r e n e w  t h e i r  s u b s t a n c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  a f f o r d  t h i s  i n n e r  m a n  t h e  f u l l  m e a s u r e  o f  y e a r s  w h i c h  i s  d u e  t o  h i m .  S o  i t  i s  w i t h  t h e  e a r t h  a l s o .  B u t  b e f o r e  w e  g o  o n  w i t h  o u r  a r g u m e n t ,  w e  m u s t  g r a n t  t h a t  t h e  b o d y  o f  a  m a n ,  a s  a  w h o l e ,  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  b o d y  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  t h a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  o f  m o l e c u l e s  i n  m a n ’ s  b o d y  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  m e n ,  a n i m a l s ,  p l a n t s ,  e t c . ,  w h i c h  a r e  t o  t h e  e a r t h  a s  t h e  p h y s i c a l  m o l e c u l e s  a r e  t o  a  m a n ’ s  b o d y .  T h i s  g r a n t e d ,  w e  m a y  p r o c e e d  t o  s t a t e ,  t h a t  e a r t h  a l s o  h a s  a  p e r i o d  o f  l i f e  w i t h  w h i c h  e v e r y  o n e  o f  h e r  m o l e c u l e s ,  t h e  m e n ,  t h e  a n i m a l s  a n d  t h e  p l a n t s ,  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d ,  a n d  w h i c h  w i l l  r e i n c a r n a t e  u p o n  t h e  e a r t h ,  a s  l o n g  a s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d  o f  e a r t h ’ s  l i f e  s h a l l  l a s t .  T h e  s a m e  i m p e r i s h a b l e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  i n d e f i n i t e l y  l a s t i n g  p u r p o s e ,  i d e a  o r  p l a n ,  w o r k e d  t h r o u g h  l o n g  s e r i e s  o f  p e r i s h a b l e  f o r m s .  S u c h  i s  t h e  p r o c e s s  a n d  t h e  l a w  o f  n a t u r e ,  w i t h i n  a l l  h e r  d o m a i n .  H e n c e ,  w e  s a y ,  r e i n c a r n a t i o n  is a  s c i e n t i f i c  n e c e s s i t y !
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O n c e  m o r e .  R e i n c a r n a t i o n  i s  a  s c i e n t i f i c  n e c e s s i t y ,  t h o u g h  p o s s i b l y  n o t  q u i t e  a s  s e l f - e v i d e n t ,  a s  t h e  t w o  f o r m e r  p r o p o s i t i o n s .S c i e n c e  p o s t u l a t e s  t h e  i d e a  o f  C y c l e s ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  s e c u r i n g  p e r i o d s  o f  e v e n t s .  S c i e n c e  f o r e t e l l s ,  o r  r a t h e r  t r i e s  t o  c a l c u l a t e ,  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  a  p l a n e t ,  o r  a  c o m e t .  I t  p r o g n o s t i c a t e s  m a n y  t h i n g s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  s t a r s ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  a r e  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  f a c t  o r  f a c t s  o f  t h e  r e t u r n ,  a c c e p t e d  a s  a b s o l u t e  t r u t h .  S c i e n c e  r e l i e s  u p o n  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  s o l a r  y e a r s ,  a n d  t h e  e c l i p s e s  o f  s u n ,  m o o n ,  p l a n e t  o r  s t a r .  A l l  i s  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  r e c o g n i z e d  f a c t  t h a t  n a t u r e  w o r k s  i n  r e c u r r i n g ,  r e t u r n i n g  p e r i o d s ,  o t h e r w i s e ,  i n  C y c l e s .M y r i a d s  o f  m i n o r  c y c l e s  a r e  n o t  n o t e d ,  b y  r e a s o n  o f  e i t h e r  t h e i r  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  o r  s h o r t n e s s  o f  d u r a t i o n .S o m e  o f  t h e m  a r e  n o t i c e d  b y  u s ,  m a n y  w e  n e i t h e r  s e e  n o r  r e c o g n i z e ,  n o r  d o  w e  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  t h i n g s  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e m .  Y e t  w e  a l l  n o t e  t h e  y e a r l y  c y c l e  o f  t h e  s u n .  T h e  f o u r - w e e k e d  c y c l e  o f  t h e  m o o n ,  o r  t h e  d a i l y  c y c l e  o f  t h e  e a r t h ’ s  r e v o l u t i o n .  T h e  e n t i r e  c o s m o s  o p e r a t e s  o n  t h e  p l a n  o f  r e c u r r e n c e ,  o f  r e t u r n i n g  p e r i o d s .  T h i s  a g a i n  i s  a  f a c t  i n  n a t u r e  w h i c h  c a n  n o t  b e  b u t  t r u e  i n  a l l  h e r  K i n g d o m s  a n d  p l a n e s .I  r e p e a t  o n c e  m o r e ,  t h a t  n a t u r e  c a n  n o t  p o s s i b l y  c h a n g e  m e t h o d s  o r  m o d e s  o n  d i f f e r e n t  p l a n e s .  T h e  l a w  o f  r e c u r r i n g  p e r i o d s ,  t r u e  f o r  t h e  p h y s i c a l  u n i v e r s e ,  m u s t  b e  t r u e  a s  w e l l  f o r  t h e  n o w  f u l l y  a d m i t t e d  i n t e r i o r  p l a n e s ,  t h e  e t h e r i c  f i e l d s  o f  v i b r a t o r y  e n e r g y .  T h e s e  i n t e r i o r  p l a n e s  i n c l u d e ,  i )  t h e  a s t r a l ,  2 )  t h e  c o h e s i v e  ( D e s i r e )  p l a n e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  3 )  t h e  s t i l l  f i n e r  r e a l m s  o f  t h e  n o e t i c  f o r c e  o r  e n e r g y  o f  t h e  m i n d ,  o r  h u m a n  s o u l  p l a n e .T h e n  c o m e s  t h e  p l a n e  o f  S p i r i t ,  w h i c h  e x c e e d s  t h e  n o e t i c  w i t h  t h e  K i n e t i c  f o r c e .  T h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  p l a n e s  r e p r e s e n t  o n l y  d i f f e r e n t  n o t e s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  v i b r a t o r y  e n e r g y ,  s t o r e d  i n  c o s m o s ,  t h e  f e e d e r s  o f  a l l  e x i s t e n c e s .  T h e  d i f f e r e n t  d e g r e e s  o f  e t h e r  o r  s u b s t a n c e  i n  t h e m  c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  t h e  a c h i e v e d  e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o g r e s s .  T h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  m e r e l y  i n  t h e  r a t e  o f  v i b r a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  c a n n o t  i n v o l v e  a n  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  l a w .  T h a t  w h i c h  p r o v e s  i t s e l f  t o  b e  t h e  l a w  i n  n a t u r e  u p o n  i t s  p h y s i c a l  p l a n e ,  m u s t  a l s o  b e  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  l a w  u p o n  e a c h  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  p l a n e s ,  w h e t h e r  w e  m a y ,  o r  m a y  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  o r  c o m p r e h e n d  i t .I f  t h e  e a r t h  a s  a  p l a n e t ,  w i t h  a l l  t h e  b e i n g s  u p o n  i t  n o w ,  p e r f o r m s  a  c y c l e  e v e r y  2 4  h o u r s ,  t h i s  o n e  f a c t  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  t r u t h  o f
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t h e  r e t u r n  o f  e v e n t s ,  e q u a l  f o r  a l l  t h i n g s  a n d  b e i n g s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  c y c l e .  S o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  t h e  h u m a n i t y  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  o b s e r v e  t h e  d a y s ,  w h i c h  s u c c e e d  t h e  n i g h t s ,  a n d  a l l  u p o n  t h e  e a r t h  i s  r e g u l a t e d  b y  t h a t  c y c l e .  T h a t  i s  e v e r y  o n e  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h i s  c y c l e  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  e v e r y  o t h e r  g r e a t  o r  s m a l l  c y c l e .  S o  i s  t h e  e a r t h  i t s e l f ,  a s  a  c o s m i c  b o d y ,  a f f e c t e d  a n d  r e g u l a t e d  a n d  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  s t i l l  l a r g e r  c y c l e  o f  t h e  s u n  a n d  t h e  s u n ’ s  s i s t e r  p l a n e t s  i n  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  o u r  s o l a r  s y s t e m .  F u r t h e r ,  o u r  s o l a r  s y s t e m  i s  a g a i n  c o n t r o l l e d  a n d  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  t h e  s t i l l  l a r g e r  U n i v e r s e  a n d  i t s  s u b l i m e  l a w  a n d  o r d e r .  L e t  u s  n o w  c o n s i d e r  t h e  c a u s e  o f  a l l  t h i s  o r d e r l y  m a t e r i a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n .  I f  t h i s  p h y s i c a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  u n i v e r s a l  l a w  ( a n d  i t  c a n n o t  b e  a n y t h i n g  e l s e ) ,  t h a t  g o v e r n s  b y  t h e  r e c u r r e n c e  o f  e v e n t s ,  a n d  i t s  c o n d i t i o n s ,  c a n  w e  i m a g i n e  t h a t  t h e  c a u s e  u n d e r l y i n g  a n y  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o p e r a t e s  u n d e r  a n y  o t h e r  l a w ?  N o !  t h e  e n t i r e  u n i v e r s e  i s  g o v e r n e d  a n d  u p h e l d  b y  t h e  s a m e  c a u s e ,  a n d  t h i s  c a u s e  i s  a s  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  t r u e  w i t h  t h e  s m a l l e s t  o f  t h e  s m a l l  a s  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  u n i v e r s e  o f  a l l  u n i v e r s e s .

T h e  c a u s e  w h i c h  o c c a s i o n s  t h e  r e c u r r i n g  o r  r e i n c a r n a t i n g  o f  e v e n t s  i s  a l s o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  r e c u r r i n g  o r  r e i n c a r n a t i n g  o f  t h e  s o l a r  s y s t e m s ,  o f  t h e  p l a n e t s  a n d  o f  m a n ,  w h o  b y  h i s  o w n  a c t s ,  t h o u g h t s  a n d  w i l l  i s  i n d i s s o l a b l y  t i e d  t o  a l l  t h e  e v e n t s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  C y c l e s  o f  t h e  p l a n e t s ,  o f  w h i c h  m a n  f o r m s  a n  i n s e p a r a b l e  p a r t .  T h i s  l i n k  b e t w e e n  m a n  a n d  h i s  s o l a r  s y s t e m  c a n n o t  b e  c o m p l e t e  i f  i t s  d u r a t i o n  i s  m e a s u r e d  o n l y  b y  t h e  s p a n  o f  a n y  o n e  l i f e  o f  m a n .  H i s  e x i s t e n c e  m u s t  a g r e e  i n  a l l  i t s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  p l a n e t  o f  w h i c h  h e  f o r m s  a n  i n s e p a r a b l e  p a r t .  F o r  e x a m p l e :  T h e  s a m e ,  a s  t h e  m o l e c u l e s  o f  h i s  b o d y  a r e  l i n k e d  w i t h  h i s  l i f e ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  p h y s i c a l l y  e x c a m a t e  a n d  r e i n c a r n a t e  i n t o  h i s  b o d y  m a n y  t i m e s ,  s o  m a n  i n  h i s  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  h i s  p l a n e t ,  m u s t  e x c a r n a t e  t o  t h r o w  o f f  t h e  o l d  w o r n - o u t  m a t t e r ,  a n d  r e i n c a r n a t e  t o  b r i n g  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  m a t t e r  a b l e  t o  r e n e w  t h e  v i g o r  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  h i s  p l a n e t .  N o w  t h e  i n n e r  p u r p o s e  o f  h i s  b o d y  i s  p e r m a n e n t ,  i t  m u s t  e n d u r e  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  l i f e  o f  h i s  p l a n e t  e n d u r e s .  A n d  s o  w h e n  h i s  e a r t h  c h a n g e s  i t s  s u b s t a n t i a l  b o d y  f o r  a  m o r e  e t h e r i a l  o n e ,  m a n  w i l l  h a v e  t o  d o  t h e  s a m e .T o  s u m  u p  m y  a r g u m e n t .  I t  a m o u n t s  t o  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  m a n  i s  a n  i n s e p a r a b l e  p a r t  o f  t h e  e a r t h ’ s  b o d y ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  h i s  c y c l e  o f  l i f e  m u s t  a l s o  b e  a n  i n s e p a r a b l e  p a r t  o f  t h e  e a r t h ’ s  c y c l e  d f
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l i f e .  H e  i s  l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  e a r t h ’ s  e n t i r e  h i s t o r y ,  f r o m  i t s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  i t s  e n d ,  a n d  i n  o r d e r  t o  p a r t a k e  O f  t h e  e a r t h ’ s  p r o g r e s s  a n d  e v o l u t i o n  d u r i n g  i t s  o w n  l o n g  p i l g r i m a g e ,  m a n  r e i n c a r n a t e s  a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h a t  l o n g  j o u r n e y  o f  t h e  e a r t h .  T h a t  i s ,  m a n  d o e s  f o r  t h e  e a r t h  w h a t  t h e  p h y s i c a l  m o l e c u l e s  d o  f o r  h i m .  T h e  u n i v e r s e  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  c o m p l e t e .  T h a t  i s ,  n o t  o n e  a t o m  c a n  b e  a d d e d  t o  i t s  c o m p l e t e n e s s ,  n e i t h e r  c a n  a  s i n g l e  a t o m  b e  t a k e n  a w a y ,  w i t h o u t  i n v o l v i n g  i t s  d e s t r u c t i o n .  H e n c e  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  i n  i t  i s  e t e r n a l ,  a n d  e v e r  p r e s e n t  i n  s o m e  f o r m  o r  c o n d i t i o n  s o m e w h e r e .T h e  s a m e  i s  t r u e  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  f o r c e  o r  e n e r g y  i n  t h i s  v a s t  u n i v e r s e .  I t  i s  a l s o  e t e r n a l ,  n e i t h e r  c a n  a n y  f o r c e  b e  a d d e d  o r  t a k e n  a w a y .  T h i s  a b s o l u t e n e s s  i s  c o m p l e t e .  T h i s  f o r c e  a n d  i t s  v e h i c l e  s u b s t a n c e ,  m u s t  b e  i n  u n i o n  o r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c y c l e  o f  c a u s e  a n d  e f f e c t ,  w h i c h  g o v e r n s  i n  d u r a t i o n .  E n e r g y  c a n n o t  m a n i f e s t  u n l e s s  i t  h a s  s u b s t a n c e  t o  m o v e ,  a n d  s u b s t a n c e  t o  b e  i n  m o t i o n  m u s t  e v o l v e  s o m e  k i n d  o f  f o r m  d e v e l o p e d  b y  e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  l a w  o f  e t e r n a l  p r o g r e s s .  W h e n  w e  w i t n e s s ,  a s  w e  c o n t i n u a l l y  d o ,  t h a t  m a t t e r  a p p e a r s  i n  a n y  n e w  o r  c h a n g e d  f o r m ,  w e  m u s e  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h i s  f o r m  i s  a  v e h i c l e  o f  e n e r g y ,  t h a t  t h i s  e n e r g y  i s  a d e q u a t e  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  f o r m  a n d  n a t u r e  w i t h  w h i c h  i t  i s  i d e n t i f i e d ,  w h e t h e r  t h a t  f o r m  b e  a  m o l e c u l e ,  a  m a n  o r  a  p l a n e t .  T h e r e f o r e  w h e n  e n e r g y  h a s  e x h a u s t e d  t h e  e n d u r a n c e  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  i n  w h i c h  i t  i s  i n c a r n a t e d ,  t h i s  e n e r g y  m u s t  o b t a i n  r e n e w e d  m a t t e r ,  a n d  a  n e w  f o r m ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a n i f e s t .  T h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a  n e w  f o r m  c o n s t i t u t e s  r e i n c a r n a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  c o m p l e t e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  m u s t  b e  t h e  l a w . R e i n c a r n a t i o n  i s  t h e  o n e  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t ,  o r  l a w ,  i n  n a t u r e ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e t e r n i t i e s  o f  m a t e r i a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n .  I t  i s  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  l a w  w h i c h  a l l o w s  n o  e s c a p e s  o r  e x c e p t i o n s ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  K o s m o s ,  a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a  p l a n e t ,  a  m a n ,  o r  a  m o l e c u l e .I t  i s  t h e  g r e a t  n e c e s s i t y  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s e  m a n i f e s t i n g  i n  S p a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  e t e r n i t i e s .
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R I C H A R D  S T R A U S S ,  T S C H A I K O W S K Y ,
A N D  T H E  I D E A  O F  D E A T H .

( . Reprinted, by permission, from “ The Musical W orld” )

I  h a v e  s t i l l  a  v i v i d  r e m e m b r a n c e  o f  t h e  l a s t  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  N e w  Y o r k ,  b y  M r .  G e r i c k e  a n d  h i s  a m a z i n g  b a n d ,  o f  R i c h a r d  S t r a u s s ’  “ T o d  u n d  V e r k l a r u n g ; ”  a n d  a s ,  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  t h a t  p o i g n a n t  a n d  h a u n t i n g  s c o r e  h a s  v i b r a t e d  a g a i n  w i t h i n  m y  b r a i n ,  i t  h a s  s e e m e d  t o  m e  a s  i f  t h e  i d e a  o f  d e a t h ,  a n d  t h a t  t e r r o r  a n d  d e s p a i r  a n d  s a d n e s s  w h i c h  a r e  i t s  h u m a n  m i n i s t e r s ,  c o u l d  h a v e  n o  m o r e  c o m p l e t e  a n d  w o n d e r f u l  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  t h a n  t h e y  h a v e  h e r e .  I  t h o u g h t ,  t o o ,  o f  t h a t  o t h e r  m a r v e l o u s  c a n t i c l e  o f  m o r t a l i t y :  t h e  P a t h e t i c  S y m p h o n y  o f  T s c h a i k o w s k y ;  a n d  t h e n  I  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  S t r a u s s ,  i n  h i s  t e r r i b l e  a n d  s p l e n d i d  v o i c i n g  o f  t h e  s u p r e m e  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  h a s  c o m p l e t e d  t h a t  m e s s a g e  i n  w h o s e  d e l i v e r a n c e  t h e  v o i c e  o f  t h e  e l d e r  m a s t e r  f a l t e r e d  a n d  b r o k e — t h a t  h e r e ,  i n  t h e  p r o f o u n d  a n d  e n t i r e  c o n t r a s t  o f  t h e s e  t w o  g r e a t  w o r k s ,  i s ,  i f  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d i s c e r n  i t ,  t h e  p o i n t i n g  o f  a  s p i r i t u a l  m o r a l .T s c h a i k o w s k y ’ s  m a t c h l e s s  t h r e n o d y  h a s  b e e n  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  S h e l l e y ’ s  Adonais, w h i c h  i s  i t s  c o u n t e r p a r t  i n  l i t e r a t u r e :  f o r  a s  t i m e ,  w r i t e s  S h e l l e y ,  ‘ l i k e  a  m a n y - c o l o r e d  d o m e  o f  g l a s s ,  s t a i n s  t h e  w h i t e  r a d i a n c e  o f  e t e r n i t y , ’  e v e n  s o ,  T s c h a i k o w s k y  i n  t h i s  s y m p h o n y  h a s  “ s t a i n e d  e t e r n i t y ’ s  r a d i a n c e :  h e  h a s  c a p t u r e d  t h e  y e a r s  a n d  b o u n d  t h e m  i n t o  a  m o m e n t a r y  e m o t i o n a l  p a n g . ”  W h a t  S h e l l e y ,  n o  d o u b t ,  w o u l d  h a v e  s a i d  i n  t h e  u t t e r a n c e  o f  h i s  g r e a t  g r i e f ,  h a d  S h e l l e y  b e e n  a  m u s i c i a n ,  T s c h a i k o w s k y  s a y s  i n  h i s  m o s t  g r i e v o u s  s w a n - s o n g .  H e r e  i s  m u s i c  p a s s i o n a t e l y  a v i d  o f  l i f e  f o r  l i f e ’ s  o w n  s a k e — m u s i c  f i l l e d ,  f r o m  b e g i n n i n g  t o  e n d ,  “ w i t h  t h e  u t t e r  a n d  c o m p l e t e  d a r k n e s s  o f  t h e  g r a v e . ”  T h e  f i n a l i t y  o f  d e a t h — t h e  i r r e v o c a b l e  o b l i v i o n  o f  t h e  g r a v e — a n  i n a p p e a s a b l e  a n d  h o p e l e s s  g r i e v i n g :  t h a t ,  i n d i s p u t a b l y ,  i s  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  s u b s t a n c e  o f  T s c h a i k o w s k y ’ s  t o n e - p o e m :  t h a t ,  b e y o n d  q u e s t i o n ,  i s  w h a t  i t  s a y s ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  i t  s a y s .  O n e  h e a r s  i n  i t  t h e  d e s p a i r f u l  c r y  o f  t h a t  b r a v e s t  o p t i m i s t  o f  t h e m  a l l ,  i n  o n e  o f  t h o s e  “ d o w n c a s t  h o u r s ”  w h i c h  a t  t i m e s  a f f l i c t e d  e v e n  h i s  m o s t  v a l o r o u s  a n d  s t e a d f a s t  s p i r i t  :  “ M a t t e r  i s  c o n q u e r o r — m a t t e r ,  t r i u m p h a n t  o n l y ,  c o n t i n u e s  o n w a r d . ”  T s c h a i k o w s k y  r e v e a l s  h i m s e l f  i n  t h i s ,  h i s  a u t h e n t i c  m a s t e r p i e c e ,  t h e  p e r f e c t  m a t e r i a l i s t ,  t h e  p e r f e c t  s p i r i t u a l  c r a v e n .  T h a t  s t u p e n d o u s
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adagio lamentoso i s  a  s a b l e  “ g a r m e n t  o f  u n t r u t h , ”  d y e d  w i t h  t h e  h u e s  t h a t  a r e  g a t h e r e d  o u t  o f  c o w a r d i c e ,  a n d  d e s p a i r ,  a n d  i g n o b l e  a n d  s u p i n e  g r i e f .  H i s  w a s  a  m i n d  “ h e l d  e v e r  e a r t h w a r d  o n  t h e  t r a i l  o f  e a r t h l y  t h i n g s ; ”  h i s  w a s  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  o u t l o o k ,  o f  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  b a r b a r i a n .  H e  h a s  g i v e n ,  i n  t h i s  m o s t  i n t i m a t e  o f  h i s  d i s c l o s u r e s ,  a  s u p e r l a t i v e l y  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  p u i s s a n t  e x p r e s s i o n  - t o  t h a t  i n  h i m s e l f ,  a n d  i n  u s ,  w h i c h  i s  m o s t  u n r e c l a i m -  a b l y  a n d  g r o s s l y  e a r t h - b o u n d — t o  t h e  a n i m a l ,  t o  t h e  v e s t i g e  o f  t h e  s a v a g e  i n  u s :  t o  t h a t  l a m e n t a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  p r e c i o u s  t h i n g s  o f  t h e  s e n s u a l  l i f e  w h i c h ,  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  i t s  p a n i c  a n d  d e s p a i r  t o  a l l  w h o  h e a r ,  d i v e r t s  t h e  e y e s  f r o m  t h e  v i s i o n  o f  t h o s e  i m m u t a b l e  t h i n g s  b y  v i r t u e  o f  w h o s e  p e r c e p t i o n  a l o n e  d o  w e  a p p r o a c h  t h e  g o d s .  F o r  t h o s e  o f  u s  t o  w h o m  t h i s  w o r l d  s e e m s  n o t  w h o l l y  i l l -  d e s i g n e d :  w h o  f i n d  n o  s h u d d e r i n g  h o r r o r  i n  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  d e a t h ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a  s u r e t y  o f  p r o m o t i o n  a n d  f u l f i l l m e n t — f o r  t h o s e  o f  u s ,  I  s a y ,  w h o  s o  i n c l i n e ,  t h i s  m u s i c  o v e r w h e l m s  w i t h  t h e  s e n s e  o f  a n  i m m e n s e  a n d  f u t i l e  p a t h o s ,  a n d  a  t r a g i c  f a l s i t y  a s  m a l e f i c e n t  a s  i t  i s  c o m p l e t e .A n d  l e t  m e  n o w  t u r n  t o  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  f r o m  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  s i d e ,  o f  t h a t  m a g n i f i c e n t  e l e g y  i n  w h i c h  I  h a v e  f o u n d  s o  v i t a l  a n d  s u g g e s t i v e  a  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  S l a v o n i c  m a s t e r .W h e n  R i c h a r d  S t r a u s s  s e t  d o w n  t h e  l a s t  n o t e  o f  h i s  “ T o d  u n d  V e r k l a r u n g ”  h e  b r o u g h t  t o  a  s u p e r b  c o m p l e t i o n  a  s c o r e  w h i c h  i s ,  I  a m  c o n v i n c e d ,  t h e  m o s t  m o m e n t o u s  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t  a c h i e v e m e n t  i n  p o s t - W a g n e r i a n  m u s i c .  I t  i s ,  t h r o u g h o u t ,  g r e a t l y  c o n -  c t i v e d  a n d  g r e a t l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  T h e r e  i s  n o t ,  f r o m  b e g i n n i n g  t o  e n d ,  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  d e p e n d e n c e  u p o n  m e r e  t h e a t r i c a l i s m  o f  e f f e c t —  n o  s e n s a t i o n  c o n t r i v e d  s i m p l y  f o r  s e n s a t i o n ’ s  s a k e :  b u t  r a t h e r  a  s t u p e n d o u s l y  e l o q u e n t  e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r r o r ,  t h e  a w e ,  t h e  p a t h o s ,  o f  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  e p i s o d e  o f  d e a t h ,  a n d ,  f i n a l l y ,  o f  t h e  m a j e s t y  a n d  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  a n  u l t i m a t e  f u l f i l l m e n t ,  a  t r i u m p h a n t  s p i r i t u a l  s u r v i v a l .I  a m  f u l l y  a w a r e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  p r a i s e  o f  a  w o r k  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  c o m f o r t a b l y  d i s p o s e d  o f  b y  s o m e  a s  “ c h a r n e l - h o u s e ”  m u s i c ,  t h e  u n w h o l e s o m e  i s s u e  o f  a  d i s o r d e r e d  i m a g i n a t i o n — w h a t  e x c e s s  o f  m o r b i d l y  r e a l i s t i c  i m a g e r y  h a s  n o t  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  S t r a u s s ’  s c o r e  b y  c e r t a i n  c r i t i c a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e s !  A n d  y e t  I  p r e f e r  r a t h e r  t o  a g r e e  w i t h  a n o t h e r  a n d  j u s t e r  v i e w ,  t h a t  h e r e  i s  m u s i c  “ i n  w h i c h  t h e r e  i s  n o  m o r b i t  t a i n t ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e r e  i s  t h e  f u l l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  d e a t h . ”
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A n d  h o w  w o n d e r f u l  a  j u s t i f i c a t i o n !  W h a t  a  s o l e m n  a n d  h a u n t i n g  t e n d e r n e s s ,  w h a t  a  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  s h e e r  l o v e l i n e s s ,  i n  t h e  b r o o d i n g  p a s s a g e s  o f  t h e  o p e n i n g — a n d  h o w  k e e n l y  t h e  a u t h e n t i c  m o o d ,  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  t h e  t h i n g ,  p i e r c e s  o n e  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t ;  w h a t  a n  i m m e n s i t y  o f  p a s s i o n  i n  t h e  p h a s e s  o f  r e v o l t  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n ,  a n d  h o w  a p p a l l i n g  i s  t h e  m o m e n t  o f  t r a n s l a t i o n !  B u t — a n d  h e r e  i s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o i n t — S t r a u s s  d o e s  n o t  s t o p  a t  t h a t  p o r t e n t o u s  e p i s o d e ,  t h a t  h e a r t - c h i l l i n g  c r i s i s  o f  e x t r e m e  d i s m a y :  d i s s o l u t i o n  i s  n o t  f o r  h i m ,  a s  f o r  T s c h a i k o w s k y ,  a n  i n e x o r a b l e  c o n c l u s i o n ,  i a n  i r r e t r i e v a b l e  e x i t :  h e  c o n f r o n t s  u s ,  a s  w e  a r e  c o n f r o n t e d  i n  t h e  “Pathetique, w i t h  t h e  v e r y  g a t e s  o f  d e a t h ,  b u t ,  u n l i k e  T s c h a i k o w s k y ,  h e  d o e s  n o t  l e a v e  u s  t h e r e ,  o v e r w h e l m e d  a n d  s h u d d e r i n g  i n  t h e  d a r k n e s s .  O u t  o f  t h a t  t e r r i b l e  q u i e t u d e  e m e r g e s  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  c h a n t ,  a  g r a d u a l  a n d  s u f f u s i n g  r a d i a n c e .  N o t e  b y  n o t e  t h e  t r a n s f i g u r a t i o n  i s  a c c o m p l i s h e d — “ a n d  w h e n  h e  i s  w r a p t  b y  t h e  r a d i a n c e ,  t h e  b r i g h t  o n e  n o  l o n g e r  s e e s  d r e a m s :  t h e n  w i t h i n  h i m  t h e  b l i s s  a r i s e s ” — s o  m a y  o n e  p o i n t  t h e  m o r a l  o f  a  t o n e - p o e m  o f  t o - d a y  w i t h  t h e  i m m e m o r i a l  w i s d o m  o f  t h e  E a s t !I f  I  c a n  f i n d  s o  l u m i n o u s  a n d  h i g h  a  m e s s a g e  i n  “ T o d  u n d  V e r -  k l a r u n g , ”  I  s h a l l  s c a r c e l y  a s s u m e  t o  r e g a r d  R i c h a r d  S t r a u s s  a s  a  d e l i b e r a t e  a n d  c o n s c i o u s  s e e r ;  a n d  I  d o u b t  i f  h e  w o u l d  c a r e ,  o r  t h a t  h e  d e s e r v e s ,  t o  b e  c a l l e d  a  m y s t i c .  G r e a t  m u s i c i a n  a n d  p o e t  t h a t  h e  i s ,  h e  i s  n e i t h e r  s o  d e e p  n o r  s o  w i d e  a s  t h e  Upanishads. B u t  I  s h a l l  i n s i s t ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  u p o n  c l a i m i n g  f o r  h i m  t h a t  h e  h a s ,  a f t e r  s o m e  m a n n e r  o f  h i s  o w n ,  “ b e h e l d  t h e  i n d w e l l i n g  s p i r i t ; ”  a n d  t h a t  h e  h a s  c h o s e n ,  “ k n o w i n g  t h a t  k n o w a b l e  s p i r i t , ”  t o  s a y  t o  u s ,  w i t h  t h e  i n c o m p a r a b l e  p r o p h e t  o f  t h e  O r i e n t :  “ L e t  n o t  d e a t h  d i s t u r b  y o u . ”
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T h a t  w e  a r e  m a k i n g  i t  p o s s i b l e ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  t o  p r o c u r e  t h a t  w o r k  o f  o u r  c o m p o s e r s  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e i r  h i g h e s t  t a l e n t s  a n d  i d e a l s ,  p r i n t e d  i n  a n  a t t r a c t i v e  a n d  a r t i s t i c  m a n n e r ,  a t  a  L E S S  P R I C E ,  t h a n  i s  g i v e n  f o r  t h e  m o s t  o r d i n a r y  s h e e t  m u s i c ,T h a t  w e  w i s h  t o  m a k e  o u r  c o m p o s e r s  l i v i n g  r e a l i t i e s  t o  o u r  s u b s c r i b e r s ,T h a t  t h e  W a - W a n  P r e s s  s t a n d s  f o r  n o  p a r t i c u l a r  c o m p o s e r  o r  c o t e r i e ,  b u t  f o r  A m e r i c a n  c o m p o s i t i o n .

F o r  p a r t i c u l a r s  w r i t e  t o  THE WA-WAN PRESS,
Newton Center, Massachusetts.
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THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY IN AMERICA.

Founded by H. P. B lav a tsk y  at New York in 1875.
The Society does not pretend to be able to establish at once 

a universal brotherhood among men, but only strives to create the 
nucleus of such a body. Many of its members believe that an ac
quaintance with the world’s religions and philosophies will reveal, 
as the common and fundamental principle underlying these, that 
“ spiritual identity of all Souls with the Oversoul” which is the 
basis of true brotherhood; and many of them also believe that an 
appreciation of the finer forces of nature and man will still further 
emphasize the same idea.

The organization is wholly unsectarian, with no creed, dogma, 
nor personal authority to enforce or impose; neither is it to be held 
responsible for the opinions of its members, who are expected to 
accord to the beliefs of others that tolerance which they desire for 
their own.

The following proclamation was adopted at the Convention of 
the Society held at Boston, April, 1895:

“The Theosophical Society in America by its delegates and 
members in Convention assembled, does hereby proclaim fraternal 
good will and kindly feeling toward all students of Theosophy and 
members of Theosophical Societies wherever and however situated. 
It further proclaims and avers its hearty sympathy and association 
with such persons and organizations in all theosophical matters ex
cept those of government and administration, and invites their cor
respondence and co-operation.

“To all men and women of whatever caste, creed, race, or re
ligious belief, who aim at the fostering of peace, gentleness, and 
unselfish regard one for another, and the acquisition of such knowl
edge of men and nature as shall tend to the elevation and advance
ment of the human race, it sends most friendly greeting and freely 
proffers its services.

“ It joins hands with all religions and religious bodies whose 
efforts are directed to the purification of men’s thoughts and the 
bettering of their ways, and it avows its harmony therewith. To 
all scientific societies and individual searchers after wisdom upon 
whatever plane and by whatever righteous means pursued, it is and 
will be grateful for such discovery and unfoldment of Truth as shall 
serve to announce and confirm a scientific basis for ethics.

“And lastly, it invites to its membership those who, seeking a 
higher life hereafter, would learn to know the Path to tread in this.”

The expenses of the Theosophical Society in America are met 
by Dues of Two Dollars, and voluntary contributions, which should 
be sent to the Treasurer T. S. A., Box 1584, New York, N. Y.

Applications for membership should be addressed to the Sec
retary T. S. A., P. O. Box 1584, New York.


