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“Is there aught visible, tangible, measurable, that has never
been mixed up with sentiency? Atom that has never vibrated to
pleasure or to pain? Air that has never been cry or speech? Drop
that has never been a tear? Assuredly thisdust has felt. It has
been everything we know; and much that we cannot know. It has
been nebula and star, planet and moon, times unspeakable. Deity
also it has been—the Sun-god of worlds that circled and wor-
shipped in other aeons. Remember, Dust, Thou hast been Sun,
and Sun Thou shall become again.......... Thou hast been Light,
Life, Love! And into all these, by ceaseless cosmic magic, Thou
shalt many times be turned again!”

“The giving up not only of one life, but of countless lives,—
not only of one world, but of innumerable worlds,—notonly of
natural, but of supernatural pleasures,—notonly of selfhood, but
of godhood,—is certainly not for the miserable pleasure of ceasing
to be, but for a privilege infinitely out-weighing all that even para-
dise can give. It means only the passing of conditioned being into
unconditioned being,—the fading of all mental and physical phan-
toms into the light of Formless Omnipotence, and Omniscience. But
the Buddhist hypothesis holds some suggestion of the persistence of
that which has once been able to remember all births and states of
limited being,—the persistence of the identity in Nirvana, notwith-
standing the teaching that all Buddhas are one.”

“Gleanings in Buddhaniields” by Lafcadio Hearn.
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AN EDUCATIONAL PROBLEM.

Have you ever thought how much the educational outlook has
to do with the acceptance or non-acceptance of reincarnation?

On one hand you haVe a being created and launched into the
material world. It possesses a soul—a kind of latent something
which is to be used some day when material life is ended and the
being passes out into heaven, where souls belong. It can keep
in touch with the maker of souls if it wishes, by means of prayer,
and even if the prayers remain unnoticed, there is the maker’s
“Will.”

It is obvious, then, that the first business of humans it to live
successfully in the material world, and get all they can out of it
Certain ethics are propounded because of an innate sence of fair-
ness.

The whole business of education then, should be to train the
child to “meet the world.” He shall tarry not in childhood's golden
realms longer than he can help. He must not spend his first years
in learning all about himself. That is a waste of time. His real
self he will not need until he passes out. His material needs are
provided for, but he must hurry for he is expected to provide for
himself as soon as he can. He shall not learn things. He shall
learn only to write the names of things. He shall have Life at
second hand from those “older and wiser” than himself. He is
not to learn self-control in those first years—oh no. He must go
to school where he will be taught to write self-control. He must
not learn all about cat and dog, and fire and clay, and incidentally
much else. No. He can learn to write these words at school, and
when he can read a newspaper—the doings of a world he should
not yet be in—he will be his parents’ pride.

Take the other view—that of re-incarnation. A soul comes
into the material world, for certain experiences and developments.
A soul that has been in the world many times before. A long past
it has had, tho' its human self remembers not. Its very environ-
ment is its own—because related to it by the immutable law of at-
traction. Itis a Soul. It has a body in order to be more in touch
with matter.

It is obvious, then, that the humans should live from the soul,
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and that all education should be with that aim; the child by himself
obeys this law—for play is the highest expression of man—at the
child stage. Froebel truly says: “The spontaneous play of the
child shows the future, inner life of the man.”

We shall, with this view of re-incarnation governing us, keep
our hands off the child, standing as it were in an active-passive
relation to him.  For in his self-activity the child goes according
to the law of his own development. Those who would educate the
child, should be to him the interpreters of his own life. They can-
not insist upon the form his life shall take. One soul may need to
make certain mistakes over and over again in order to get certain
reactions. If we could get at the law governing that soul’s develop-
ment, we should see that the mistakes were more lawful than any
seeming virtues. The child should always be held up to his true
self—in matters of vital importance. He should be left judiciously
alone in other matters.

For if the child is a soul, be sure that it will speak to the per-
sonality and more forcibly, too, than any other can, knowing better
its needs.

The first way—get all you can out of the material world. If
you have made mistakes, or have done wrong, you can settle that
all with God when the time comes for going to God’s world.

The other way—Live from the Self and it will nourish and sus-
tain you. You are always living—either in the causal or in the
material world. See to it that the sequence of that Life is known
to you. Study Life that you may interpret it to the child.
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VICARIOUS  ATONEMENT.

AN APPLICATION OF THEOSOPHY.

Atonement, At-One-Ment, we are told sometimes, means at one
with the Over-Soul, but the popular image conjured up by this
term is “expiation,” vicarious atonement meaning expiation by
proxy. However pernicious this may appear to dissenters in its
doctrinal form, it covers essentially a truth.

The story of any great religious teacher is a story of miracles;
I use the word miracles because it is a term designating the numer-
ous and apparently inexplicable acts, related of a Master, in which
he heals the sick and cures the afflicted. It is not necessary that
reference should be made to specific instances; such reference pre-
venting, in a degree, an apprehension of the principles when the
attention is fixed on the form in which they manifest. Whether
this one was so or that one does not matter; | admit the possibility.

In regard to miracles; the everyday person is likely to either
doubt their authenticity, or, believing them, suppose the cause to
proceed primarily from an extra-cosmic deity. But students of
the law of cause and effect view it differently. It is contended that
not only in particular cases, but as regards all mortals, causes had
been generated in previous lives which bore fruits of physical,
mental and moral infirmities. That they are reaping as they had
sown, and, viewed from one aspect, were deserving of their lot.

How then can their Master relieve them of their just des-
serts? By voluntarily becoming responsible for the unpaid debts
of the beneficiary, in so doing exercising a discrimination born, not
of cold mental logic, nor unreasoning, emotional compassion, but
of the refined and united spirit of both.

These statements will hardly surprise anybody, but there are
some phases of the subject interesting to consider. It is entirely
possible to arrive at the above conclusion by approaching the ques-
tion from the standpoint of the law of cause and effect. Further,
the most important, why do these miracles not happen daily instead
of occuring only on particular occasions.  Surely it is not because
of lack of sincere faith.

No; it is because the conditions and circumstances are different.
While physically before the world a Teacher does wonders with
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physical things. All who approach Him, firmly believing in Him,
are the recipients of benefits corresponding with the nature of the
contact. The bodily afflicted, having no clearer idea of happiness
than good health, are restored to health; and the philosopher, de-
siring spiritual illumination, is shown the light. He is the channel
for unlimited regenerating and purifying influences, shed upon the
human life around Him; all the burdens of their souls that the mul-
titude can give up, He takes upon Himself, and thus the cumulative
effect of these acts of self-sacrifice becomes physically unbearable.

Always the Master stands ready to help those who aspire to
reach Him, but the aspirant must go to the place of the Master.
He cannot come to us except at the end, or beginning, of cyclic
periods. The only condition now permitting conscious communion
between Master and disciple is the desire on the part of the disciple
to unify his tendencies and merge them into the one purpose in
which the Master’s intent and will is centered; to completely under-
stand the fundamental principles and purpose of human evolution
and work in harmony therewith.

It follows then that conscious communion between the aspir-
ing student and the spirit of his Master implies a spiritual develop-
ment so unusual and extraordinary, though not impossible, that,
the ideal condition existing, it is a matter of little concern to the
aspirant what his worldly condition may be.
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THE TIDE OF LIFE.
(Concluded.)

The pressure of the descending evolution of the Planetary
Spirits or Elohim—seeking for objective, physical existence—upon
the previously formed animal kingdom, caused the evolution of a
fitting physical vehicle from the highest representatives of that king-
dom. Hence we get physical man as we know him, descended on
the one side from the animal kingdom, and on the other from his
divine progenitors, the Planetary Spirits. We have compared this
dual evolution to two converging curves. A too great attraction
towards the material, physical side of man’s nature keeps the modern
materialist from seeing more than one of these curves. The modern
Scientist is colour-blind to spirit, to him man is merely—

“A quintessence of dust.”

But to intuitional minds at the present day, as to our more
spiritual ancestors, both curves are visible; besides the physical man
they could see the spiritual man

“In action like an angel; in apprehension like a God.”

To return to the standpoint from which we viewed the previous king-
doms, we perceive that the introduction of this new factor in evo-
lution corresponds to the addition from above of a new element in
the series of ascending spirituality. With man is added the Fire-
Element, in its aspect of the divine light or reason. It corresponds
to manas in Eastern systems. Another aspect of manas, considered
idealistically this time, by virtue of which it “creates for itself an
external world of delight,”l would correspond to the quality of
colour in the fire element. Of the earliest races of men we learn
that they were purely frugivorous and perhaps androgyne.

With the formation of man the cosmogony of Genesis closes.
We are justified in supposing that, as the union of form with the
elements of Earth, Water, Air, and Fire produced the objective
Mineral, Vegetable, Animal, and Human kingdoms, so these ele-
ments, divorced from Form, should have their appropriate king-
doms of beings, or forms of life, if we can use this term for some-
thing so widely different from all ordinary forms of life. These

i Vide Sankaracharya’s “Viveka Chudamani.”
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subjective kingdoms of the four elements would correspond to the
Rosicrucian conceptions of “primordial earth” and the “Fire, Air,
and Water Elementals.”

We may go further than this, and, carrying on our inference,
postulate for the spiritual ether, and even for the divine Logos, their
appropriate qualities of being. To a conception somewhat similar
to what the last of these would involve, the Gnostics gave the name
of ~ons; for the first—the ether-beings—we have the Indian titles
of gandharva,—celestial musician,—or Deva. But having gone thus
far, we are driven a step further. We have already seen all the links
in the chain of elements in ascending spirituality picked up one by
one by the ascending tide of Evolution, up to the elemental fire;
let us advance a step, and postulate that the other two emanations or
planes—the Ether-Spirit and the Logos—should ultimately be picked
up by the Evolutionary tide. With the resumption of the first, in-
stead of a human being we should have a “ Spiritual Man,” and form
a re-union with the Logos we should have a “Divine Man, Perfected
and Eternal,” or, giving to these conceptions the names already ap-
propriated to them in the East, we should have in the first case a
Mahatma, in the second a perfect Buddha.

It is now time to point out that the pure elements of Ether,
Fire, Air, Water, and Earth are not these bodies as we know them.
The five classes of objects (corresponding to these five elements)
known to us, being all on the physical plane, all belong properly to
a single category, and may be called for the sake of distinction the
Mundane Elements. To make this clearer, let us suppose that Mun-
dane Earth—the mineral kingdom in its various forms—is composed
of five parts of the element earth, while Mundane Water (everything
cognized by the sense of taste) is composed of four parts of the
element of earth added to one part of the element of water.  Simi-
larly the Air-element known to us on the physical plane (correspond-
ing, as we have seen, to the sense of touch) is composed of four parts
of the earth elements, with one part of the pure elemental air added,;
and the Fire and Ether elements as known to our physical or wak-
ing consciousness are each composed of four parts—with one part
of fire and ether respectively added.

These considerations will prepare us to believe that the real
elements are purer and more spiritual than their representatives on
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the physical planel, and that they will be represented by different
compounds on each plane (or as it is called in some works, planet)
on the water plane (or planet), for instance, what we may for con-
venience term Undine Earth will be represented by four parts of
the earth element; Undine part will be five parts elemental water;
while Undine air will be composed of four parts elemental water,
added to one part elemental air, and so on.

The composition elements as present on each plane or planet,
may similarly be deduced by observing carefully the principle which
governs these combinations. We should warn our readers that
these examples are given by way of illustration, and not as represent-
ing accurately and numerically the combined elements as they
actually occur; they are really formed on a much more complex
principle.2

In our illustrations we have, for convenience sake, confined our-
selves to the five objective elements, though of course it must not
be forgotten that the energising spirit runs through the whole series
on every plane.

The pure spiritual or elemental ether is the macrocosmic
counterpart of that principle of the microcosm termed Buddhi by
eastern mystics.3

The Logos corresponds to the Atma in the same speculations.

We have seen that to the four principles—Form or Linga,
vitality or Jiva, substance or Sthula Sarira, motion under desire or
Kama—of the animal, man has added a fifth,—corresponding to the
macrocosmic elemental Fire,—human reason or Manas.

Our speculations as to the two superhuman Kingdoms are also

1 This is one reason for calling the objective phenomenal world
an “illusion.” It is an illusion and ever impermanent because the
matter of which the objects are composed continually returns to the
primordial condition of matter, where it is invisible to mortal eyes.
The earth, water, air and fire that we think we see are respectively
only the effects produced on our senses by the primordial matter
held in either of the combinations that bring about the vibration
properly belonging to those classes: the moment the combination is
entirely broken, the phenomena cease and we see the objects no
more—[H. P. B.]

2 Vide “Man; Fragments of Forgotten History,” p. 13, note.
3 Vide “Esoteric Buddhism.”
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in harmony with these eastern theories; the element of Buddhi
being added to form the Mahatma; and Atma completing the
Buddha, perfected and divine.

The perfect Buddha, though not possessing a physical body, or,
indeed, being united to principles on any of the objective planes,
will still retain the spiritual counterparts of these principles, corre-
sponding to groups of experiences gained on each plane. It is by
these spiritual principles that the Buddha is richer than the Aeon;
it is in virtue of them that the Ascending excels the Descending
Planetary Spirit, or Dhyan Chohan. These spiritual principles con-
stitute the end and aim of evolution, and justify the cosmic expan-
sion and involution.

The evolutionary tide, in generating the higher kingdoms, has
flowed, as we have seen, from the earth element towards pure Spirit.
In obedience to this tendency, man in achieving his apotheosis must,
gradually losing his hold on the world of matter, add to his treasure
in the world’s divine; until humanity becomes ever freer, stronger
and more perfect, and returns at last, refreshed, to his home in the
bosom of the perfect God.
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DAUDET'S PSYCHOLOGY.

Now that his admiring countrymen have determined to erect
a monument to Alphonse Daudet, we, though mere foreigners, who
yet have found in him delight and solace, may well try to render
ourselves some account of him, to show that we too know why he
is admitted to the temple of fame.

I am the more willing to weave my own wreath of laurel for
the adorning of his pedestal, because | came to know him under such
happy auspices,—the man invisible, not the outer man; reading his
masterpiece in his own Midi, close to that Tarascon, which he has
made beloved of the world, though losing its own love, and following
that adventurous voyage in phantasy while threading the blue waves
of the Mediterranean, the holiday sea of a land of carnival.

Coming fresh from Gibraltar with its swarthy faces and Moor-
ish battlements, its outlandish Maugrabins and Almohades rubbing
shoulders with degenerate Dons and Hidalgos; under the shadow
of the secular Rock, where Africa shakes hands with Europa, and
pours out a tribute of gorgeous-colored fruit in the cloistered mar-
ket-place; where fezes and crimson sashes glow in the golden haze,
and eyes like black velvet flowers gleam through veils of lace, my
mind was well attuned to follow with love and sympathy the prodi-
gious adventures of the Man from Tarascon. Therefore | tender
the more gladly my wreath of bays.

Tartarin remains Daudet's best creation, the standard and
measure of all the rest, a new organic type added to literature, the
Meridional, the typical Man of the South. The fervent fancy, the
fickle will, the tumultuous energy, and that mirage of golden sun-
shine which, bathing his favored land, overflows the natural world,
and flooding inward through his eyes and mind, tinges his whole
world supernatural,—this complex and self-contradicting psychology,
Tartarin of Tarascon embodies it all.

Yet for all the mirage and phantasy, with what perfect defin-
iteness of realisation, with what Gallic lucidity of detail, with what
infinite art and artifice Daudet attains his effect. In comparison
with these skillful Frenchmen, all our writers of prose are mere
apprentices. Note how Daudet approaches his theme. We come
to Tartarin our Meridional, through a colored haze, the mirage of
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his sunlit land. Daudet does not flash his hero on our haze at once,
performing some act of valor, for this would be to risk a discordant
mood in us; he rather leads us, very daintily and courteously, to
the bank of his beautiful Rhone, with its bronzed olive-gardens
swimming in the sunshine, its ruddy clusters of Muscat grapes amid
autumn-tinted leaves, its blue wavelets rippled to the Southern air;
then over the Beaucaire bridge, he leads us across the river, and into
Tarascon itself, while we vent our wonder and delight at the scene’s
enchantment in such eloquent interjections as zut and pecaire. So
the mirage gathers round us, as we come to Tartarin’s garden-gate;
that sturdy structure barred and bossed with iron, which the hero
swung open before him, till its clang disturbed the echoes, and
waked from their slumbers the brown-eyed shoeblacks from Savoy
among the mountains.

In his snug retreat, at the bottom of that garden wherein are
none but African or Oriental growths, though the cocoa-nut palms
are but as big as beet-roots, and the baobab (arbos gigantea) finds
a roomy dwelling in a mignonette-pot, we find the hero himself,
with a medley of foreign weapons, from the flint arrows of the In-
dian, the poisonous barb of the Amazon savage, and the treacherous
Malay kriss to the latest rifle and many-chambered revolver, adorn-
ing his walls. On the table are the work of all travelers, pioneers,
explorers, adventurers, from the Chronicles of Mungo Park to the
hardly less authentic histories of Fenimore Cooper. Armed with
a huge pipe, encircled with wreaths of smoke, the Man of Tarascon
reads, shouting to himself as the guns flash and the bullets fly, and
brandishing his hairy fist, as he sticks out that terrible underlip which
accentuates the fierceness of his stubby beard. In this heroic at-
mosphere, we overlook, or note only to forget, the checked silk
handkerchief bound round his brow, the flannel shirt and drawers,
and the feet slip-shod. The hero looms large through a golden
haze, short, stout, sturdy, hairy, ruddy-faced, and with terrible
gleaming eye,—for as he looks up, he is tracking the Sioux through
the pathless forest, and the smell of blood is in his nostrils.

All this is an authentic embodiment of the magic of fancy; not
imagination, which is in reality very different, but fancy; and, when
we rightly understand him, Daudet's Man of the South, I'hnommc
du Midi, the Meridional, is the Man of Fancy, in whom will and
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action flow neither from intuition nor from reason, neither from re-
ligious enthusiasm nor even from sensual imaginings, but direct
from half-faeric, half-demoniac phantasy, whose creations have
charm, color, richness, or even grim and formidable terror, all
things, in a word, except reality.

This is why Daudet has heaped up such lavish decoration, and
skillfully intertwined so much of artifice; this is the secret of that
luxuriance which he breaks forth in, and which, in trying to indicate
him, we have reproduced; he is singing the hymn of Fancy, most
fascinating and most elusive of the Muses. And before we go
further, let us try to make quite clear in our own minds what we
mean by fancy, and why and wherein we hold it to differ from
imagination.  For the two, while popularly intermixed, are really
polar opposites, as different as wit and humor, as far from each other
as is regenerate from unregenerate man.

Let us begin by an example. Take one of the loveliest things
on earth, a Gothic cathedral. There both imagination and fancy
run riot, and we can visibly apprehend their difference. The up-
right lines of the pillars, the walls, the buttresses, the fine curve of
every arch, are works of imagination; the corbels carved grotesque
and grim, the gargoiles, those hideous faces with lolling tongues or
wierdly grimacing, even the puffy cherubs, are works of fancy,
things of a different order, of a different world. For the lines of
pillar and buttress are a part of nature, of reality, being no other
than upward growths of the axis of our venerable mother the earth,
leading to her very heart; and on their so leading, depends the very
life of the cathedral. And the delicate yet infinitely firm and de-
finite curves of every arch are derivative from these, no more sub-
ject to caprice than are the orbits of the stars; lines of force made
visible, as are the lines of filings which, in curves quite analogous,
span the void between pole and pole of a powerful magnet. We
may truly say that every line of the cathedral was there beforehand,
nay, from the very beginning of things, and all the builders have
done, is to have followed the invisible plan, traced out by immemorial
reality.

But the corbels, the grinning faces, the wreaths of acanthus,—
these have no necessity in nature; violate every line of the human
face, every structural detail of the leaf or flower, and the corbels
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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY IN AMERICA.
Founded by H. P. Blavatsky at New York in 1875.

The Society does not pretend to be able to establish at once
a universal brotherhood among men, but only strives to create the
nucleus of such a body. Many of its members believe that an ac-
guaintance with the world’s religions and philosophies will reveal,
as the common and fundamental principle underlying these, that
“spiritual identity of all Souls with the Oversoul” which is the
basis of true brotherhood; and many of them also believe that an
appreciation of the finer forces of nature and man will still further
emphasize the same idea.

The organization is wholly unsectarian, with no creed, dogma,
nor personal authority to enforce or impose; neither is it to be held
responsible for the opinions of its members, who are expected to
aﬁc_ord to the beliefs of others that tolerance which they desire for
their own.

The following proclamation was adopted at the Convention of
the Society held at Boston, April, 1895:

“The Theosophical Society in America by its delegates and
members in Convention assembled, does hereby proclaim fraternal
good will and kindly feeling toward all students of Theosophy and
members of Theosophical Societies wherever and however situated.
It further proclaims and avers its hearty sympathy and association
with such persons and organizations in all theosophical matters ex-
cept those of government and administration, and invites their cor-
respondence and co-operation.

“To all men and women of whatever caste, creed, race, or re-
ligious belief, who aim at the fostering of peace, gentleness, and
unselfish regard one for another, and the acquisition of such knowl-
edge of men and nature as shall tend to the elevation and advance-
ment of the human race, it sends most friendly greeting and freely
proffers its services.

“It joins hands with all religions and religious bodies whose
efforts are directed to the purification of men's thoughts and the
bettering of their ways, and it avows its harmony therewith. To
all scientific societies and individual searchers after wisdom upon
whatever plane and by whatever righteous means pursued, it is and
will be grateful for such discovery and unfoldment of Truth as shall
serve to announce and confirm a scientific basis for ethics.

“And lastly, it invites to its membership those who, seeking a
higher life hereafter, would learn to know the Path to tread in this.”

The expenses of the Theosophical Society in America are met
by Dues of Two Dollars, and voluntary contributions, which should
be sent to the Treasurer T. S. A., Box 1584, New York, N. Y.

Applications for membership should be addressed to the Sec-
retary T. S. A, P. O. Box 1584, New York.
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