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V I B R A T I O N S .
T h e r e  i s  a  r h y t h m  v i b r a t i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  u n i v e r s e  w h i c h  c a u s e s  a l l  t h i n g s  t o  v i b r a t e  i n  u n i s o n  w i t h  i t .  I t  m a k e s  i n a n i m a t e  N a t u r e  t a k e  f o r m  i n  h a r m o n i o u s  l i n e s  o f  b e a u t y .  N o t  e v e n  a  s n o w f l a k e  b u t  j o y f u l l y  o b e y s  t h i s  r h y t h m i c  l a w  o f  b e a u t y .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  i t  t h e  b u t t e r f l y  p a i n t s  h e r  w i n g s  a n d  t h e  n i g h t i n g a l e  t u n e s  h i s  l u t e .  T h e  c o m p o s e r  a r r a n g e s  h i s  a n t h e m ,  t h e  p a i n t e r  h i s  c o l o r s ,  t h e  p o e t  h i s  w o r d s ,  a n d  t h e  t r u e  m a n  h i s  d e e d s ,  t o  c o m e  i n t o  u n i s o n  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  g r e a t  s o n g  o f  l i f e .  T h e  e f f o r t  i s  w i t h  m o s t  o f  u s  u n c o n s c i o u s  t o - d a y .  W h e n  w e  s h a l l  b e c o m e  c o n s c i o u s  o f  w h a t  w e  a r e  d o i n g  w e  s h a l l  c o m e  i n t o  t h e  g r e a t e r  j o y  t h a t  a  M o z a r t  p o s s e s s e s  o v e r  a  n i g h t i n g a l e ,  o r  a  R a p h a e l  o v e r  a  b u t t e r f l y .  T h e  j o y  o f  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  h a r m o n y  i s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  m e r e  f e e l i n g  o f  t h e  h a r m o n y .  I t  i s  t h e  j o y  o f  t h e  s o u l  o v e r  t h e  b o d y .L i f e  i s  t h e  s u c c e s s i v e  a n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  s h o r t e r  r h y t h m i c  w a v e s  b y  t h e  l a r g e r  o n e s ,  a  c o n t i n u o u s  p r o g r e s s i o n  t o  a n  i n f i n i t e l y  g r e a t  v i b r a t i o n .  Y o u  h a v e  s e e n  a  s t o r m  b e g i n  a t  s e a — f i r s t  a r e  t h e  r i p p l e s ,  t h e n  t h e  s h o r t ,  c h o p p y  w a v e s ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  c o m e  t h e  g r a n d ,  h e a v i n g  s w e l l s  w h i c h  a b s o r b  a l l  t h e  l i t t l e  w a v e s  a n d  r i p p l e s  t h a t  p r e c e d e d  t h e m .  H u m a n i t y  i s  n o w  i n  t h e  s t a g e  o f  t h e  r i p p l e s ,  b u t  t h e  t i d e  i s  f l o w i n g ,  a n d  a l l  m e n  a r e  b e i n g  i r r e s i s t i b l y  f o r c e d  f r o m  t h e i r  p e t t y  v i b r a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  l i t t l e  r i p p l e s  t o  m o v e  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e r  a n d  l a r g e r  w a v e s  o f  h u m a n  t h o u g h t  a n d  s y m p a t h y  n o w  s o  r a p i d l y  f o r m i n g  o n  t h e  o c e a n  o f  l i f e  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  r i s i n g  s t o r m  o f  h u m a n  t h o u g h t .
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O n e  o f  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  o f  a n  e d i t o r ’ s  l i f e  i s  t h a t  a n  e d i t o r  m u s t  h a v e  n o  o p i n i o n s .  M a n y  a n d  h a r d  a s  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  p u z z l e s  a r e ,  t h i s  o n e ,  p e r h a p s ,  i s  t h e  m o s t  s e r i o u s  o f  a l l ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  s o  h a r d  t o  a b s t a i n  f r o m  f o r m i n g  d e f i n i t e  o p i n i o n s  a n d  s t i l l  m o r e  h a r d  a l w a y s  t o  k n o w  a n  o p i n i o n  f r o m  a  p r e j u d i c e  o r  a  m e r e  f a d .“ B u t  i f  y o u  h a v e  n o  o p i n i o n s ,  I  h e a r  m y s e l f  a s k e d ,  w h a t  i s  i t  t h a t  g u i d e s  y o u r  w o r k  ? ”  W h y , — a  k i n d  o f  a n  u n s p o k e n  i n s t i n c t i v e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  d r i f t  o f  t h i n g s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  n e a r e s t  d e f i n i t i o n  I  c a n  g i v e ,  b u t  d e v o u t l y  h o p e  t h a t  I  h a v e  s a i d  e n o u g h  t o  i n d i c a t e  w h a t  a  p o t e n t  e n e m y  a  w e l l  d e f i n e d ,  w e l l  p o i s e d ,  s e l f - r e s p e c t i n g  a n d  c o n s i s t a n t  o p i n i o n  w o u l d  b e  t o  t h i s  v a g u e ,  y e t  i m p e r a t i v e  s e n s e .S o m e t i m e s  I  g e t  w e l l  w r i t t e n  a r t i c l e s  a b o u t  t h i n g s  w h i c h  h a v e  a  v i v i d  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  f o r  m e ,  a r t i c l e s ,  i n  f a c t ,  w h i c h  c o m m a n d  m y  i m m e d i a t e  g o o d  o p i n i o n .  Y e t  u n q u e s t i o n a b l e  a s  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  s u c h  a r t i c l e s  a r e ,  t h e r e  a r e  c a s e s  w h e n  I  r e s i g n e d l y  p o c k e t  m y  o p i n i o n  a n d  r e f u s e  t o  p r i n t  t h e  a r t i c l e .T h e  f a c t  i s ,  t h a t  m y  s e n s e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  d r i f t  o f  t h i n g s  k n o w s  i t s  o w n  m i n d  a n d  i s  n o t  t o  b e  a r g u e d  w i t h .  A n d  t h e  o n e  q u a l i t y  i t  p o s i t i v e l y  a n d  r e l e n t l e s s l y  d e m a n d s  f r o m  t h e  a r t i c l e s  f o r  t h e  
Theosophical Forum i s  a  c e r t a i n  q u i c k  t o u c h  o f  t h e  f i r e  o f  l i f e ,  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  a u t h o r  m u s t  b e  c o n s u m e d ,  w h i l s t  w r i t i n g ,  o t h e r w i s e  t h e  Theosophical Forum w i l l  h a v e  n o n e  o f  h i m .N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y  a n  a r t i c l e  a n s w e r i n g  t h e  p u r p o s e  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  m a y  b e  v e r y  d e f i c i e n t  i n  m a n y  o t h e r s :  i t  m a y  b e  p o o r l y  w r i t t e n ,  i t  m a y  b e  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  l a c k  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  i t  m a y  b e  s l i g h t l y  c r a n k y ,  a n d  o f t e n  i t  m a y  r u f f l e  a l l  t h e  p e t  t h e o r i e s  o f  t h e  e d i t o r .  Y e t  i f  t h e  t o u c h  o f  t h e  f i r e  o f  l i f e ,  a  t o u c h  w h i c h  c a n n o t  b e  d e s c r i b e d ,  b u t  o n l y  f e l t ,  i s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e — i n  i t  g o e s .G o o d  l i t e r a r y  s t y l e ,  a n  a m p l e  s u p p l y  o f  r e l i a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  s w e e t  r e a s o n a b l e n e s s  o f  t h e  a u t h o r  a r e  v e r y  e x c e l l e n t  t h i n g s ,  a n d  I  d o  m y  b e s t  t o  s e c u r e  t h e m  f o r  t h e  Theosophical Forum. Y e t  p l e a s i n g  a s  t h e y  a r e ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y ,  a n d  b e s i d e s  t h e y  c a r t  b e  h a d  e l s e w h e r e .  T h e  o n e  a b s o l u t e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  m a g a z i n e ’ s  a c c e p t a n c e  i s  t h a t  t h e  a r t i c l e  s h o u l d  b e  s o  i n t e n s e  i n  i t s  f e e l i n g ,  s o  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  m  i t s  p u r p o s e ,  s o  s i n c e r e  a n d  s o  i m -
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p e r s o n a l ,  a s  n e v e r  t o  f a i l  t o  s p e a k  t o  t h e  s o u l s  o f  t h e  r e a d e r s  i n  a  d i r e c t  a n d  i r r e s i s t i b l e  w a y .I t  d o e s  n o t  m a t t e r  w h e t h e r  t h e  s o u l  o f  t h e  r e a d e r  i s  s t i r r e d  i n t o  e n t h u s i a s m  o r  r u f f l e d  i n t o  o p p o s i t i o n .  B e  i t  b u t  a  s h o r t  l i v e d  s p a r k ,  t h e  f i r e  o f  l i f e  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  a u t h o r  s u c c e e d e d  i n  e n k i n d l i n g  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  r e a d e r .  F o r  t h e  m o m e n t  t h e  b a r r i e r  o f  s e p a r a t e n e s s  w a s  b r o k e n ,  a n d  t h a t  i s  a l l  t h a t  w a s  n e e d e d .  T h e  t r u e  p u r p o s e  o f  a l l  t r u e  l i t e r a r y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w a s  r e a l i z e d ,  t h e  
Theosophical Forum s m i l e d  a p p r o v a l ,  a n d  m y  s e n s e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  d r i f t  o f  t h i n g s  w a s  p a c i f i e d .F o r  t h e  r e a l  p u r p o s e  o f  t r u e  l i t e r a r y  a r t — o f  a l l  a r t  i n  f a c t —  i s  j u s t  t h i s  l i f t i n g  o f  t h e  c h a i n s  o f  o u r  l i m i t a t i o n s :  t h e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  o f  g o o d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  m e n ,  o t h e r w i s e  h i d e  b o u n d  b y  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  t h e  g r a d u a l  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  y o u r  p a i n  i s  m y  p a i n ,  t h a t  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i s  m y  i n t e r e s t ,  i n s e p a r a b l e  a s  w e  a r e  i n  t h e  b o n d s  O f  t h e  c o m m o n n e s s  o f  o u r  h u m a n i t y .  A n d  t h i s  c o m m o n n e s s  o f  o u r  h u m a n i t y  c a n  n o t  b e  r e a l i z e d ,  i t  c a n  n o t  e v e n  b e  d i m l y  p e r c e i v e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  s p a r k  o f  t h e  f i r e  o f  l i f e  g o i n g  f r o m  o n e  h e a r t  i n t o  a n o t h e r .T h i s  w i l l  e x p l a i n  t o  a l l  s i n c e r e  p e o p l e  w h y  t h e  Theosophical 
Forum p u b l i s h e s  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  w h i c h  f o l l o w s ,  a n d  t o  w h i c h  I  g a v e  t h e  t i t l e  o f  “ F r o m  a  L o n e l y  C o m r a d e , ”  f o r  w a n t  o f  a  b e t t e r .O f  c o u r s e ,  i t  i s  n o t  j u s t i f i a b l e  t o  t a l k  a s  i t  d o e s  a b o u t  “ o u r  s t a n d a r d  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  l i t e r a t u r e , ”  f o r  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  h a s  n o  l i t e r a t u r e ,  u n l e s s  i t  i s  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  b o o k s ,  T h e o s o p h i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  e x c l u s i v e l y  a n d  l o g i c a l l y  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  Movement, n o t  t o  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  Society. O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  a u t h o r  h a s  n o  g r o u n d s  w h a t e v e r  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  i n t o l e r a n c e  i n  o u r  r a n k s .  N e v e r  f o r  o n e  d a y  o f  m y  l i f e  h a v e  I  g i v e n  u p  m y  d e v o t e d  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  c h u r c h ,  i n  w h i c h  I  w a s  b r o u g h t  u p ,  a n  a l l e g i a n c e  w h i c h  o n l y  g r o w s  m o r e  r e a s o n e d  a n d  s t a b l e  w i t h  y e a r s ,  y e t  t h o u g h  n o  “ p e t t e d  m e m b e r  o f  a n y  b r a n c h , ”  I  a m  t h e  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  
Theosophical Forum a n d  l i k e l y  t o  c o n t i n u e  s o ,  f o r  m y  s i n s .  A n d  s o  t h e  “ s t i n g , ”  w h i c h  m y  L o n e l y  C o m r a d e  i s  i n c l i n e d  t o  f i n d  s o  “ t e r r i b l e , ”  w o u l d  b e  t e r r i b l e  i n d e e d ,  i f  i t  w a s  t r u e ,  b u t  t h e n  i t  i s  n o t .  O f  c o u r s e ,  I  c o u l d  j u s t l y  p u t  f o r w a r d ,  t h a t ,  t h o u g h  n o t
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“ b r o t h e r l y , ”  i t  i s  d i s t i n c t l y  “ m o t h e r l y ”  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  o n e ’ s  l o w e r  n a t u r e .F l a w s  a r e  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  i n  t h e  p a s s i o n a t e ,  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  c o n t r o l l e d  a p p e a l  o f  t h e  L o n e l y  C o m r a d e .  B u t  I  h a v e  n o  d e s i r e  t o  d o  s o .  T h e  L o n e l y  C o m r a d e  k n o w s  j u s t  a s  w e l l  a s  I  t h a t  “ T h e o s o p h i s t s  t r u l y  a r e  t h e  h a p p i e s t  o f  a l l  p e o p l e , ”  if  t h e y  a r e  T h e o s o p h i s t s .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  o f  t h e  a p p e a l  m o s t  a d e q u a t e l y  a n d  t r i u m p h a n t l y  d i s p r o v e s  m o s t  o f  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n s  m a d e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t ,  w i t h  s o  m u c h  p a i n  a n d  b i t t e r n e s s .N e e d  I  r e m i n d  m y  p u b l i c ,  t h a t  b e s i d e s  “ L i g h t  o n  t h e  P a t h , ”  t h e  “ B h a g a v a d g i t a , ”  e t c . ,  w e  a l s o  h a v e  t h e  “ S o n g  o f  L i f e , ”  w h i c h  n o t  e v e n  t h e  s o m b r e s t  o f  p e s s i m i s t s  c o u l d  a c c u s e  o f  b e i n g  s a d .F l a w s  a r e  e a s y  t o  f i n d  i n  t h e  l e t t e r  u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n .  B u t  s o  t h e y  a r e  i n  e v e r y  l e t t e r ,  a r t i c l e  o r  b o o k  u n d e r  t h e  s u n .  B u t  w h a t  i s  n o t  a s  c o m m o n l y  f o u n d ,  w h a t  m o s t  l i t e r a r y  p r o d u c t i o n s  l a c k  a l t o g e t h e r ,  f a u l t l e s s  a s  t h e y  m a y  b e  u n d e r  e v e r y  o t h e r  a s p e c t , — i s  a  q u a l i t y  o f  e n t i r e  s i n c e r i t y ,  o f  p a s s i o n a t e  d e v o t i o n  a n d  s e n s i t i v e  s o l i c i t u d e ,  w h i c h  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o m m a n d  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  a p p e a l  o f  o u r  L o n e l y  C o m r a d e  i s  p e r m e a t e d .N o  d o u b t  w h a t e v e r ,  t h a t  f o r  t h e s e  e a g e r  e y e s ,  a t  l e a s t ,  f o r  t h i s  b u r n i n g  h e a r t ,  t h e  c o u n t e n a n c e  o f  m o d e m  T h e o s o p h y  i s  “ a  b e l o v e d  f a c e ”  i n d e e d .A n d  t h i s  i s  m y  r e a s o n  f o r  n o t  o n l y  p r i n t i n g  t h e  a p p e a l  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  c o m m e n t s  o n  i t ,  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  w r i t t e n  b y  p e o p l e ,  w h o  h a v e  n o t h i n g  i n  c o m m o n  b u t  t h e  v e r y  r e a l  a t t e n t i o n  t h e y  g i v e  t o  T h e o s o p h y .M y  p u r p o s e  i s  t h e  h o p e ,  t h a t  e v e r y  r e a d e r  w i l l  b e  e n k i n d l e d  i n t o  w a n t i n g  t o  s e e  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r ,  a n d  b y  h i s  s i n c e r i t y  h e l p i n g  o u r  c o m m o n  w o r k .
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FROM A LONELY COMRADE.
A s  o n e  l o o k s  s o m e t i m e s  w i t h  a l i e n  e y e s  u p o n  a  b e l o v e d  f a c e ,  n o t  t o  d e t e c t  f l a w s  i n  a n  i d e a l ,  b u t  t o  g e t  f r e s h  i m p r e s s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  i t ,  s o  a  d e v o t e d  T h e o s o p h i s t  m a y  p u t  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  m e n t a l  a t t i t u d e  o f  a n  u n p r e j u d i c e d  o b s e r v e r ,  w i t h  a  k e e n  d e s i r e  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h y  t h e  A n c i e n t  W i s d o m  R e l i g i o n  i s  n o t  w e l c o m e d  b y  t h e  w o r l d ,  a s  o t h e r  s y s t e m s  o f  t h o u g h t  h a v e  b e e n  w e l c o m e d .T h a t  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  w o r l d  d o e s  n o t  g i v e  T h e o s o p h y  i t s  t r u e  p l a c e  i n  m o d e m  t h o u g h t ,  i s  a  r e g r e t a b l e  f a c t .  T h a t  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  e t h i c a l  t e a c h i n g s  h a v e  n o t  y e t  p e r m e a t e d  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  m a s s e s ,  i s  s t i l l  m o r e  s a d .Y e t  T h e o s o p h y  h a s  h a d  i t s  m a r t y r s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  d e r i d e d ,  f e a r e d ,  a t t a c k e d ,  s l a n d e r e d ,  a l m o s t  e x t e r m i n a t e d ;  a l l  t h a t  a n y  r e l i g i o n  r e q u i r e s  t o  g a i n  a  l a r g e  f o l l o w i n g ,  a n d  w i e l d  a  w i d e - s p r e a d  i n f l u e n c e .I f  i t  i s  n o t  r e c o g n i s e d  t o - d a y  a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  l i f e  e v e r  g i v e n  t o  m a n ,  e i t h e r  i t  h a s  b e e n  p o o r l y  p r e s e n t e d ,  o r  e l s e  t h e r e  i s  s o m e  i n h e r e n t  f l a w  i n  t h e  s u b l i m e  t e a c h i n g s  a p p a r e n t  t o  o u t s i d e r s ,  a n d  u n n o t i c e d  b y  T h e o s o p h i s t s .W e  m a y  b e  a b l e  t o  g e t  t h i s  i m p a r t i a l  v i e w ,  b y  t a k i n g ' t h e  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  a c q u a i n t a n c e s ,  a n d  t h e  t o n e  o f  t h e  p r e s s ,  a n d  b y  r e - r e a d i n g  o u r  s t a n d a r d  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  l i t e r a t u r e  w i t h  t h i s  o b j e c t  i n  m i n d .  W h a t  w e r e  our f i r s t  i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  T h e o s o p h y — b e f o r e  w e  g r e w  i n t o  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  i t s  g r a n d e u r  o f  o u t l i n e ,  i t s  v a s t  b r e a d t h  a n d  d e p t h ,  i t s  m a j e s t i c  h e i g h t s — a l l  i t s  d i v i n e l y  b e a u t i f u l  t e a c h i n g s ?D i d  w e  n o t  f i r s t  h e a r  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  w e i r d  w o n d e r - m o n g e r i n g  f a d , — a  c r a z e  f r o m  t h e  O r i e n t ,  t o  b e  a v o i d e d  a s  a  p l a g u e ,  o r  d e r i d e d  a s  s u p e r s t i t i o n s  o f  t h e  d a r k e r  a g e s  o f  t h e  c h i l d h o o d  o f  h u m a n i t y ?  T i m e  h a s  p r o v e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  a  m e r e  f a d .  P e o p l e  d o  n o t  l i v e  a n d  d i e  h e r o i c a l l y  f o r  f a d s ,  n o r  d o  t h e y  l i g h t l y  s a c r i f i c e  f r i e n d s h i p s ,  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  c h u r c h  d i g n i t i e s  f o r  a  c r a z e .  H o w  m u c h  w e r e  o u r  p i o n e e r  T h e o s o p h i s t s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  c o m m o n  c r i t i c i s m ,  a n d  t h e  c o n t e m p t  o f  s c h o l a r s ?P e r h a p s  s e n s a t i o n a l  m e t h o d s  w e r e  n e c e s s a r y  e v i l s  a t  f i r s t ,  b u t  w e  h a v e  a l l  r e g r e t t e d ,  ( i n  p r i v a t e ,  a n y h o w ) ,  t h o s e  q u a s i - o r i e n t a l  r o b e s ,  t h o s e  r a t h e r  t a w d r y  m i r a c l e s ,  t h o s e  s t a r t l i n g  e f f e c t s ,  t h a t
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s e e m e d  t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  t y p e  o f  m i n d s  t h a t  g l o a t  o v e r  t h e  a s t o n i s h i n g ,  t h e  m y s t e r i o u s ,  r e m o t e ,  s e l e c t ,  a n t i q u e ,  e t c .A l l  t h e s e  u n f o r t u n a t e  a s p e c t s ,  a r e  o f  c o u r s e ,  f l a w s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  n o t  i n  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y .  T h e y  a r e  c o u n t e r  t o  t h e  q u i e t ,  r e s i s t l e s s  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g s — b u t  a l a s — t h e y  w e r e  w h a t  t h e  m a s s e s  h e a r d  o f  T h e o s o p h y ,  d u r i n g  s t o r m y  y e a r s  o f  p r e s s  a t t a c k s ,  r i d i c u l e ,  a n d  c a l u m n y .  I t  h a s  a n t a g o n i z e d  m a n y  f i n e  n a t u r e s  w h o s e  c u l t u r e d  t a s t e s  s e e k  s i m p l i c i t y ,  n o t  b o m b a s t ;  p r o o f s  i n  d a i l y ,  b e a u t i f u l  l i v i n g ,  n o t  e n d l e s s  n o i s y  q u a r r e l l i n g s ;  d i g n i f i e d  l o g i c a l  a r g u m e n t ,  n o t  a s s e r t i o n ,  ( w h i c h  n e v e r  c o u l d  b e  p r o v e d ,  b e c a u s e  o f  s o m e  o c c u l t  p l e d g e  o f  s e c r e c y — o r  o t h e r ! )  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  o u r  g l o r i o u s  t e a c h i n g s  i n  us, t h e  d i s c i p l e s .  T h e n  n o  m o r e  n e e d  o f  s t u m p  l e c t u r e s ,  c o m e t  s o l o s ,  c r u s a d e s ,  o r  l a w - c o u r t s !T h i s  f l a w  i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  T h e o s o p h y  n e e d  n o t  c o n c e r n  u s  s o ’  m u c h  n o w .  I t  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  g r a d u a l  r e f i n e m e n t  o f  t a s t e  a m o n g  t h e  p e o p l e .  W e  c a n  b e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  a l l  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  r e c e i v e d  t h r o u g h  o u r  l i o n - h e a r t e d  p i o n e e r s ,  a n d  a f f o r d  t o  o v e r l o o k  p o o r  t a s t e ,  a n d  m i x e d  m e t a p h o r s .B u t  w h a t  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  f l a w ,  m o s t  o f t e n  c r i t i c i s e d  b y  o u t s i d e r s  ?  . “ Y o u  a r e  t h e  n a r r o w e s t  l i t t l e  s e c t ,  t o  b e  s o  b i g o t e d ,  I  e v e r  h e a r d  o f ! ”  “ T h e  o r t h o d o x  a r e  b r o a d  a n d  tolerant i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  y o u r  s m a l l  s o c i e t y ! ”S h o w  t h e s e  c r i t i c s  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h i s  m a g a z i n e ,  a n d  t h e y  l a u g h .  “ R e v e r e n c e  f o r  o t h e r  p e o p l e ’ s  f o r m s  o f  f a i t h  ?  W h y ,  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  y o u  a l l  a g r e e  a b o u t ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h e s  a r e  f u l l  o f  h y p o c r i t e s ,  o r  i g n o r a n t  f o o l s !  H o w  v e r y  p a t r o n i s i n g  f o r  t h i s  t i n y  s e c t ,  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  h a n d  o f  g o o d  f e l l o w s h i p  t o  a l l  c h u r c h e s  a n d  s o c i e t i e s  o n c e  a  m o n t h ,  o r  a t  w o r l d ’ s  c o n g r e s s e s ,  w h i l e  y o u r  m e m b e r s  a r e  b i t t e r l y  p r e j u d i c e d  a g a i n s t  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  w a y s  o f  t h i n k i n g ,  a n d  y o u r  l e c t u r e r s  a t t a c k  o u r  m o s t  c h e r i s h e d  i d e a l s ! ”T h e r e  i s  a  t e r r i b l e  s t i n g  i n  t h i s .  W e  h a v e  b e e n  c h o s e n  t o  t e a c h  b r o t h e r l y  l o v e ,  t o l e r a t i o n ,  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  o t h e r  f a i t h s ,  a n d  a l l  c r e e d s .  Y e t  e a r n e s t  T h e o s o p h i s t s ,  w h o  h a p p e n e d  t o  b e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  a r e  n o t  e x a c t l y  p e t t e d  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  b r a n c h e s !  I n  f a c t ,  a  T h e o s o p h i s t  f r o m  s o m e  o t h e r  s o c i e t y  i s  a b o u t  a s  o b n o x i o u s ,  a s  a  C h r i s t i a n ,  o r  t h e  m e m b e r  ( i n  g o o d  s t a n d i n g )  o f  a n y  o t h e r  d e n o m i n a t i o n  i n  C h r i s t e n d o m .  W e  s t i l l  p r e f e r  a  c o f f e e - c o l o r e d  b r o t h e r  f r o m  o n e  o f  I n d i a ’ s  i n n u m e r a b l e  s e c t s — t o  a  w h i t e  n e i g h b o r  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t .
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S u c h  i s  h u m a n  n a t u r e !  W e  T h e o s o p h i s t s  a r e  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  o u r  t e a c h i n g s  u p l i f t  t h e  h u m a n ,  t o  a  d i v i n e  p l a n e .  T h e r e  a r e  w a y s  o f  u p l i f t i n g  w h i c h  d o  t h e  w o r k  a s  t h o r o u g h l y ,  a n d  m o r e  l a s t i n g l y ,  t h a n  k i c k s .  F o r  c e n t u r i e s ,  h u m a n i t y  h a s  t r i e d  t o  i m p r o v e  i t s e l f  b y  v i o l e n t  m e a n s ,  b y  a t t a c k s ,  r o w s ,  n o i s e ,  f i e r c e  d e n u n c i a t i o n s  o f  e v i l s .  I t  i s  t i m e  t h a t  w e  “ o c c u l t i s t s ”  ( i s n ’ t  t h a t  a  c o m i c a l  n a m e ? )  l e a r n e d  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  s t i l l ,  s m a l l  v o i c e ,  t h e  r e s i s t l e s s  p o w e r  o f  p e a c e f u l  a n d  l o v i n g  t h o u g h t - v i b r a t i o n s .  “ M o r e  t h a n  t h i s ,  c o m e t h  o f  e v i l ! ”P o o r  t a s t e  i s  n o t  a  s e r i o u s  d e f e c t  i n  o u r  b e l o v e d  S o c i e t y ,  b u t  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  r e l i g i o u s  i n t o l e r a n c e  i s  a n  o l d  f o e  i n  n e w  d i s g u i s e .  B u t  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e s e  l i t t l e  h u m a n  f r a i l t i e s ,  ( w h i l e  t h e y  m a y  h a v e  r e t a r d e d ,  a n d  e v e n  i n j u r e d ,  t h e  c a u s e  f o r  a  t i m e ) ,  c a n n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  v i t a l  d e f e c t s  i n  o u r  g r e a t  m o v e m e n t .  T h e  o n e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s ,  w h i c h  d e m a n d s  o u r  t h o u g h t ,  i s  o n e  w h i c h  i s  m a d e  b y  a l m o s t  e v e r y  o n e ,  w h o  l o o k s  i n t o  T h e o s o p h y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e :  “ H o w  s a d  i t  a l l  i s ! — R e n u n c i a t i o n ,  s a c r i f i c e — e t e r n a l  s t r u g g l e  u p w a r d ,  a w f u l  l o n e l i n e s s ! ”  N o w  h e r e ,  p e r h a p s ,  i s  t h e  r e a s o n  w h y  s o - c a l l e d  “ n e w  t h o u g h t ”  s e c t s  i n n u m e r a b l e  a r e  s p r i n g i n g  u p  e v e r y w h e r e ,  f l o u r i s h i n g ,  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  r e s p e c t e d ,  w h i l e  T h e o s o p h y ,  ( t h e  r e a l  s o u r c e  o f  t h e i r  s u p p l i e s ) ,  c a n  b a r e l y  m a i n t a i n  a  q u o r u m  o f  f o l l o w e r s .  B y  a  d i v i n e l y  a p p o i n t e d  i n s t i n c t  f o r  t h e  t r u e ,  m a n  w a n t s  H a p p i n e s s .  W h e t h e r  h i s  l o t  h e r e  b e  s a d ,  o r  p l e a s a n t ,  h e  h u n g e r s  f o r  g o o d  t i d i n g s  o f  g r e a t  j o y  f o r  a  f u t u r e  e x i s t e n c e .A n d  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  a n  i n s i s t e n t ,  d o m i n a n t  n o t e  o f  s a d n e s s  i s  h e a r d  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  o u r  m a r t y r  p i o n e e r s ,  b u t  t h r o u g h  t h e  s u b l i m e s t  p a s s a g e s  o f  o u r  g r e a t e s t  b o o k s .  T a k e  Light on the 
Path , — o r  The Voice of the Silence, o r  t h a t  g l o r i o u s  b i b l e ,  The 
Bhagavad Gita!O n e  c a n  r e a d i l y  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  t h e  l i v e s  o f  o u r  p i o n e e r s  w e r e  s o m b r e  a n d  s t e r n  a n d  p r o n e  t o  t h e  d a r k  s i d e  o f  t h i n g s ,  b u t  a  c e r t a i n  b i a s  o f  m i n d  t o w a r d s  a s c e t i c i s m ,  a n d  p r o f o u n d  s a d n e s s  i s  n o t i c e a b l e  a m o n g  o u r  m o s t  m o d e r n  s p i r i t s .  B i r t h  o n  a n y  p l a n e  i s  p a i n f u l .  T h e  r e - b i r t h  o f  T h e o s o p h i c a l  t h o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  c a l l e d  f o r  h e r o i c  m e a s u r e s ,  a n d  h e r o i c  a s s i s t a n c e .  T h e r e  w e r e  e n d l e s s  u p h e a v a l s ,  e x c i t e m e n t s ,  v i o l e n t  s t r u g g l e s  a n d  s u c h  o u t c r i e s ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  w o n d e r  t h a t  t h e  D i v i n e  V i b r a t i o n  c o u l d  b e  h e a r d  a t  a l l .  B u t  a f t e r  E a r t h ’ s  c a t a c l y s m i c  t h r o e s ,  t h e  G a r d e n  o f  E d e n .  T h o s e  s t o r m y  t i m e s  h a v e  p a s s e d  a w a y .  I t  i s  t i m e  t h a t  o u r  g l o r i o u s  t e a c h 

Digitized by * ^ . o o Q L e



228

i n g s  p r o d u c e  a  g l o r i o u s  r a c e  o f  p e a c e - l o v i n g ,  w e l l  p o i s e d  a n d  r o y a l l y  m i n d e d  m e n  a n d  w o m e n .W e  b e c o m e  l i k e  w h a t  w e  t h i n k  u p o n .  H e r e  i s  o u r  p i c t u r e :  a  n a t u r e  h a l f  d i v i n e ,  h a l f  d e m o n i a c ,  p e r p e t u a l l y  f i g h t i n g  g i g a n t i c  t e m p t a t i o n s ,  i n  a  h i d e o u s  s e t t i n g  o f  m e d i a e v a l  d a r k n e s s  a n d  d e s p a i r .  A  h o u s e  d i v i d e d  a g a i n s t  i t s e l f  c a n n o t  s t a n d .  T h e  m a n  a t  w a r  w i t h i n ,  a n d  f i g h t i n g  s h a d o w s  w i t h o u t ,  i s  n o t  a  h a p p y ,  s a n e ,  o r  w e l l - p o i s e d  c h a r a c t e r .  I s  i t  brotherly f o r  o n e  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  s t r u g g l e  against h i s  l o w e r  n a t u r e ?A n d  i s  i t  l i k e l y  t h a t  p e o p l e  w i l l  t u r n  t o  h i m  f o r  h e l p  a n d  c o u n c i l ,  i f  h e  i s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  g a p i n g  w o u n d s , p r e c i o u s  l i f e  b l o o d ,  a n d  d e s o l a t i o n ?  T h e  m o r e  w e  d w e l l  o n  t h e s e  m e n t a l  p i c t u r e s  ( i m a g e s )  o f  s o r r o w s ,  s i n s ,  a n d  s u f f e r i n g ,  t h e  m o r e  w e  m u l t i p l y  t h e i r  p h a n t o m  s h a p e s ,  a n d  g i v e  t h e m  p l a c e  a n d  p o w e r  t o  a s s a i l  u s .  T h e  p r e s e n t  i s  f u l l  e n o u g h  o f  m i r a g e s  a r i s e n  f r o m  n e g l e c t e d  a n d  p a r c h e d  d e s e r t  p l a c e s  i n  o u r  n a t u r e s .  I t  d o e s  n o t  e x a c t l y  c h e e r  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  a  s e n s i t i v e  p e r s o n  t o  b e  c o n t i n u a l l y  r e m i n d e d ,  n o t  o n l y  o f  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  K a r m a  i n h e r i t e d  f r o m  p a r e n t s ,  b u t  a  g r i e v o u s  s p i r i t u a l  h e r e d i t y  f r o m  h i s  p a s t  c r i m i n a l  s e l f !  T h o s e  e n d l e s s  a g e s  o f  s i n  c o i l e d  b e h i n d  h i m ,  c a s t i n g  a  d i r e  b l a c k  s h a d o w  u p o n  h i s  s t r a n g e  a n d  l o n e l y  d e s t i n y ! ,  B e w a r e  t h e  a w f u l  d a n g e r  o f  s t a r t i n g  t o o  s o o n  a n d  r a s h l y  o n  t h e  P a t h !  B e w a r e  o f  m a d n e s s  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  s t a r t  a t  o n c e ,  o r  r i s k  b e i n g  s w e p t  i n t o  t h e  v o r t e x  w i t h  h o s t s  o f  i d l e  s o u l s ,  i f  w e  d o n ' t !Q u a g m i r e s  b e n e a t h  o u r  f e e t :  g h a s t l y  s e r p e n t s  l u r k  b e n e a t h  e v e r y  b l o s s o m — ( e x c u s e  m i x e d  m e t a p h o r s  w h i c h  d o  n o t  e f f e c t  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e ! )  c e a s e l e s s  e f f o r t s  o n w a r d  a g a i n s t  f e a r f u l  o d d s .  S e v e n  i n c a r n a t i o n s  o f  a n x i o u s ,  d e s p e r a t e  s t r u g g l e s  t o w a r d s  t h e  P a t h !  T e a r i n g  o u t  o f  o u r  h u m a n  h e a r t - s t r i n g s ,  t e a r l e s s  a n d  a w f u l  a g o n y ,  d i s t r u s t i n g  o f  e v e n  o u r  h i g h e s t  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  l e s t ,  a f t e r  u n t o l d  a g e s ,  w e  f o r f e i t  t h e  g r e a t  p r i z e ,  o n l y  t o  f i n d  t h a t  w e  h a v e  c r o w n e d  o u r s e l v e s  m a s t e r s  o f  s e l f i s h n e s s ,  a n d  l o s t  a  s w e e t  e a r t h ,  f o r  a n  e m p t y  h e a v e n .C e r t a i n l y ,  p a i n  a n d  w o e  a r e  d o m i n a n t  s t i l l ,  b u t  w e  T h e o s o p h i s t s  h a v e  b e e n  t a u g h t  t h e i r  m a y a v i c  q u a l i t y — t h e i r  i n h e r e n t  n o t h i n g n e s s .  T h e n  o f  a l l  p e o p l e  w e  s h o u l d  b e  h a p p i e s t .  W e  m a y  t h i n k  o f  T h e o s o p h y  a s  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  L i g h t — a n d  o f  o u r s e l v e s  a s  l i g h t - b r i n g e r s ,  b e a r e r s  o f  g o o d  t i d i n g s  o f  g r e a t  j o y !  W e  k n o w  t h e  l i m i t l e s s  p o w e r
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o f  t h o u g h t  o n  t h e  c a u s a l  p l a n e .  H o w e v e r  d r e a r y  o u r  e x t e r n a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  w e  c a n  a d a p t  o u r s e l v e s  c h e e r f u l l y  t o  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  t h e  G o o d  L a w .  W e  a r e  n e i t h e r  c h a n c e - t o s s e d  a c c i d e n t s  o f  l i f e  i n  a  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  w o r l d ,  n o r  a r e  w e  ( w h a t  w e  l o n g  b e l i e v e d ! )  t h e  c r i n g i n g ,  t e r r i f i e d ,  w o r s h i p p e r s  o f  a  G o d  o f  w r a t h  o r  a r b i t r a r y  l o v e .  W e  k n o w  t h a t  w e  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  o u r  p a s t  c h o i c e  o f  t h o u g h t s ,  a n d  t h e  c a u s e  o f  o u r  f u t u r e  d e s t i n y .  K n o w i n g  t h i s ,  w h a t  s h a l l  d a u n t  u s  ?  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  “ K i n g d o m  o f  h e a v e n  m u s t  b e  t a k e n  b y  v i o l e n c e . ”  O n c e  t a k e n ,  ( a n d  i t  i s  a  mental s t e p ,  f r o m  s e e m i n g  d i s c o r d ,  t o  r e a l  h a p p i n e s s ,  w h i c h  m u s t  b e  t a k e n ,  e v e n  b y  v i o l e n c e  t o  o u r  l o w e r  s e n s e s ) ,  t h e  k i n g d o m  i s  o u r s .  W e  c a n  w e l l  a f f o r d  t o  i g n o r e  i l l u s i o n s  o f  s i n ,  a n d  s o r r o w ,  k n o w i n g  t h e  p l a c e  o f  p e a c e  w i t h i n .  T h e  m a s t e r  C h r i s t  s a i d  o f  e v i l :  “ I  n e v e r  k n e w  y o u ! ”  H e  r e f u s e d  t o  g i v e  p l a c e  i n  H i s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t o  e v e n  i t s  e m b o d i e d  f o r m  i n  t h e  b l a c k  m a g i c i a n  b e f o r e  H i m .  W e  n e e d  g i v e  n o  m o r e  t h o u g h t  t o  t h e s e  o l d  d e v i l s  o f  f e a r ,  d e s i r e ,  d i s c o r d — t h e y  w i t h e r  a n d  b l o w  a w a y  i n t o  n o t h i n g n e s s ,  w i t h o u t  o u r  t h o u g h t !  E n o u g h  o f  s h a d o w -  f i g h t i n g !  N o  d o u b t  a  b l a c k  m a g i c i a n  i s  a n  a w f u l  s p e c t a c l e ,  a n d  a  v e r y  t a n g i b l e  d a n g e r  t o  h i s  t r e m b l i n g  d i s c i p l e s ,  o r  t o  w e a k  s o u l s  o n  h i s  l o w  l e v e l  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  b u t  t o  u s ,  n o t  o f  h i s  w o r l d ,  h e  i s  a b o u t  a s  t h r e a t e n i n g  a s  t h e  m u m m y  o f  a  l o n g - d e a d  P h a r a o h ,  a n d  a s  p o w e r f u l .  T h e  i l l u s i o n s  o f  o t h e r s  d o  n o t  h a r m  u s .  L e t  t h e  d e a d  g o  b u r y  t h e i r  d e a d .  W e  l i v e  i n  p e r f e c t  s a f e t y  j u s t  i n  t h e  m e a s u r e  w e  r e a l i s e  o u r  ' i n n a t e  o n e n e s s  w i t h  t h e  O n e  d i v i n e  L i f e .  W e  h a v e  p u t  a w a y  c h i l d i s h  t e r r o r s .  T h e  m i n d s t u f f  i s  p l a s t i c .  W e  w i l l  m a k e  n o  m o r e  m u d - p i e s ,  s c a r e  e a c h  o t h e r  w i t h  n o  m o r e  d r e a d f u l  g h o s t - s t o r i e s .  D w e l l i n g  o n  s u c h  u p l i f t i n g  t h o u g h t s  a s  t h e  o m n i p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  L i f e ,  w h e r e  a r e  t h e  g h o u l s ,  t h e  v i s c i d  s w a m p s ,  t h e  h i d e o u s  d r e a m s ,  t h e  i n t o l e r a b l e  l o n e l i n e s s  o f  o u r  p a s t  s p i r i t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e ?  W e  h a v e  s t u d i e d  q u i t e  m i n u t e l y  t h e  p r o t o z o a  o f  t h e  o c e a n  o f  l i f e .  C u t t l e  f i s h  h a v e  t h e i r  p l a c e ,  b u t  t h e y  w i l l  k e e p  t o  i t ,  i f  w e  k e e p  t o  o u r ' s .  W e  p r e f e r  t o  t h i n k  m o r e  u p o n  t h e  g r e a t  E l d e r  B r o t h e r s  o f  h u m a n i t y ,  a n d  o f  o u r  o w n  g l o r i o u s  d e s t i n y  a s  c h o s e n  s e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  r a c e .  T h e  m o r e  e x u l t a n t  o u r  h a p p i n e s s ,  t h e  b e t t e r  w e  s e r v e .S u p p o s e  w e  have “ b u i l t  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  f o r m s  o f  p h a n t a s m a l  h o r r o r ? ”  W e  c a n  b u i l d  b e t t e r , — a n d  w e  w i l l .  W h o  s h a l l  s a y  w h e n  o u r  m o m e n t  o f  f r e e d o m  i s  t o  c o m e  ?  I t  m a y  b e  n o w — t h i s  m o m e n t !
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Man is ruler of the story and stronger than old bonds of Karma. 
There is not a dead atom in all the universe, and in each, is the 
Divine Life! Our real being is in unimaginable bliss, with arch
angels eager to help us, an eternity for work and joy, a myriad 
brother-soul to share our divine prerogatives.

“Know ye not that ye are gods?”
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I am asked to express an opinion on the article entitled “ From 
a Lonely Comrade.” Not being a member of any Theosophical 
Society, having but recently become interested in Theosophy, and, 
moreover, having but a very vague idea of the causes that lead to 
the various differences of opinion, and the final separation of the 
parent society into the many branches that exist at present, I am 
unable to express any opinion on the past history of the Theosophical 
movement, and must limit myself to giving an idea of how, in my 
opinion, matters stand at present.

In regard to the miracles: were these so called rather tawdry 
miracles and sensational methods necessary evils? Doubtless they 
were, under the former dispensation, or we would not have had 
them. Surely they served to call people’s attention to the new 
teaching, if nothing else. Personally I must confess to a secret 
longing, at times, for just a little “magic,” of the “tea cup” and 
“astral bell” kind, but, after all, do the miracles, or the absence of 
them, affect the truths taught by Theosophy in the slightest degree ?

Naturally there have been quarrels among Theosophists, as 
among every body of people gathered together for a particular pur
pose, since the world began. And mistakes have been made by 
people, who had the best possible intentions. To become a Theoso
phist is not to become infallible, and again, these quarrels and mis
takes do not affect the truth or falseness of the teachings of Theo
sophy in the least. If some people have become antagonized, and 
have given up Theosophy for something else, is it not possible that 
they have quarrelled with the teacher instead of the teaching, and 
while apparently following one of the many lines of the “new 
thought,” they in reality are following the old teaching under a 
new name?

And is the sadness the result of Theosophy? Is it not rather 
the natural condition of the people who are attracted by its teach
ings and one reason, at least, why they are attracted ? Were not a 
man tired of material pleasures, wearied of the things of this world 
and feeling about for something better and more stable, there would 
be no attraction in Theosophy. Conditions are not readjusted in a 
day, and it is unreasonable to expect we can toss aside the things

AN OUTSIDER’S OPINION.
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of this world as one would an old garment. There is renuncia
tion—yes. But there also is the desire to renounce, or why should 
we be willing, though be it only at times, to attempt renunciation?

And is the way so awfully lonely? On the contrary, it seems 
to me, that there are many people, who have not the faintest idea 
of what theosophy is, and yet are good Theosophists.

It seems to me, that the Lonely Comrade takes an unwarranted 
pessimistic view of the present condition of the movement. To 
one who has been through the campaign, it is always a depressing 
sight to see the army disbanded and the soldiers returning to their 
duties as citizens. And that seems to be the position of theosophy 
to-day. At first the work was done in a body, many hard knocks 
were given and received and there was the noise and confusion of 
battle; Theosophy once given out to the world, the work was done 
and the army of Theosophical workers disbanded to resume their 
various callings, still bearing in their hearts the teachings which they 
can no more forget than a conscript can forget his years of military 
training.

Theosophy is anything but almost exterminated. When we 
look about us and see the rapidly increasing “new thought” move
ments, among whose branches there is not one that did not teach 
some part of Theosophy or something derived from it, we cannot 
but realize that the work still is going on. Difficult as it is, in 
many cases, to identify their connection with what is so truly said 
to be “the real source of all their supplies,” still they are the result 
of the work of Theosophy. And in the forsaking of dogma, the 
stirring of dry bones, the striving for spiritual things and the broad
ening of ideas, we see the results for which the early pioneers of 
Theosophy worked so hard and so bravely.
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I have read the article of a .Lonely Comrade with interest, so 
much does it contain of valuable contribution to questions of present- 
day moment in the Theosophical world, and so many points does 
it suggest which it is well worth while to consider. To one who 
has been a student of Theosophy for a long time, and who has 
moreover participated in the work of the Theosophical Society, many 
of the objections raised would appear to be easily disposed of by 
further information, and the clearer understanding such informa
tion of necessity would bring. It is of importance that this clearer 
understanding become more general if possible, and each opportunity 
that presents itself should be gladly welcomed. Particularly is this 
so when our own members are concerned; for Theosophy and the 
Theosophical Society, both, have shared the common lot, in suffer
ing more from the half-knowledge and intense zeal of their ad
herents than from any other source whatsoever.

The first point I should like to advance therefore,—one of fun
damental importance, and one which this article ignores,—is the 
essential difference between Theosophy and the Theosophical 
Society. This point is invariably overlooked by the general public, 
something in no wise to be wondered at since it is an error into 
which our own members continually fall. The Theosophical Society 
is merely a Society, “with no creed, dogma, nor personal authority 
to enforce or impose.” In the apt words of a fellow student, “the 
Theosophical Society has no doctrines, and is merely a place of in
quiry,—an ante-room, where the news of the spiritual world are laid 
out on tables, for every one to take exactly what he pleases.” This 
was the idea of the original founders; it has always been the idea 
of those in charge of the government and organization of the 
Society; and when anyone in a position of prominence or authority 
has held otherwise, a careful survey of our history will show their 
invariable removal, sooner or later. That Fellows of the Society 
have held, written, spoken and acted otherwise, does not in the least 
disprove this fact. On the contrary, it proves that the Theosophical 
Society has been true to its chief object, absolute tolerance, and 
has therefore tolerated its own worst enemies—none the less such 
in fact, because they believed themselves friends.

AN OLD WORKER’S COMMENT.

Digitized by * ^ . o o Q L e



234

The Boston Proclamation, as it is called, contains the exact 
and literal exposition of the Society’s attitude and intentions. (You 
will note that in it the distinction is made between, “ students of 
Theosophy,” and “members of Theosophical Societies.” ) That 
individual members do not carry this out either in thought or prac
tise is no fair argument. Broad as our Society is, we must expect 
to have both the tolerant and the intolerant in our ranks, with a 
probable preponderance of the latter, since human nature is much 
given to this error. Bigoted students of Theosophy are just as 
bigoted as bigoted Christians or bigoted Buddhists. Bigotry is 
bigotry, no matter what cloak we may try to hide it under. Truly, 
a bigoted F. T. S. must find himself in an extraordinary position, if 
he ever stops to analyse it, and realizes what a contradiction he is : 
there are many such, nevertheless. As for a bigoted Theosophist! 
well, such simply cannot be: in the mere fact of his bigotry, he 
would cease instantly to be a Theosophist, no matter how much of 
the philosophy he had studied, how many lectures he had given, 
nor how many societies he belonged to or supported.

What a Theosophist really is has been already defined by high 
authority, and in terms which should make the vainest man hesitate 
long ere he honour himself with the title. I have worked with 
students of Theosophy and members of the Theosophical Society 
for years. All the same I can count on the fingers of one hand all 
the “Theosophists” it has ever been my privilege to know, and some 
I have known best were not F. T. S. at all.

So much for the Society. Theosophy on the other hand is 
a distinct body of philosophy, with distinct theories, explanations 
of life, etc. It is an elaborate, systematic, and most ancient scheme 
of thought, claiming the attention and the belief of many, and in
viting the investigation of all. Quite true is it that many members 
of the Theosophical Society are students of this philosophy, a fewer 
number believers in it, but the Society, for all that, must not be 
held responsible therefor. In certain parts of the world, the ma
jority of Theosophical Society members are Buddhists. So much 
so, and to such an extent is this known, that members of the Society 
have been accused of being Buddhists. I have several times had 
this happen to me, and have been asked, in all good faith, if I were 
not a Buddhist because I was an F. T. S ! The term “Theosphical,”

Digitized by * ^ . o o Q L e



235
we must not forget, has a general as well as a special meaning. Its 
general significance is well known to all scholars, and makes its 
use eminently fitting as the title of a Society such as ours. The 
special meaning has become prominent in recent years, as identi
fied with the writings of Mme. Blavatsky.

One or two further comments and I have finished. The article 
of a Lonely Comrade starts by inquiring “why the Ancient Wisdom 
Religion is not welcomed by the world as other systems of thought 
have been welcomed.” Surely that is strange! What great re
ligion ever emerged from its initial period of obscurity and ridicule 
in less than thirty years? Are we seeking the cheap notoriety and 
immediate benefit of the short-lived systems, which spring up in 
a night, become a fad, and disappear utterly from view after a few 
short years ? Like the seed falling upon stony ground “where they 
had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up because they 
had no deepness of earth: and when the sun was up, they were 
scorched: and because they had no root they withered away.” 
We are sowing, not for cime, but for Eternity: we are labouring 
not for the present generation, but for those to come: our harvest 
day is still a long time off.

Then we are reproached with sadness! Now for this reproach 
I can find no reason whatsoever. It would almost seem as if 
sadness had been confused with seriousness. Serious we certainly 
are, as those who concern themselves with Life and Death and the 
Beyond, must ever be: but sad!—Only a materialist could find 
us so. To him all religion, all spiritual thought and speculation, 
must be sad,—reminding him forever that those things to which 
his life and heart are wedded, are in their essence ephemeral and 
transitory, soon to be engulfed in oblivion, he with them. If some 
of our “martyr pioneers” have been sad, we need not blame them, 
since they were human after all: still less the philosophy, for which 
they spent their lives. Without the strength and the courage their 
faith gave them, they would never have accomplished what they 
did: and it was where they failed, not where the philosophy failed, 
that the sadness entered in. Immortal life and immortal hope are 
the keynotes of Theosophy: eternal progress and eternal joy our 
most clearly defined facts. When our books address the sensualist, 
or the man of the world, they depict this path of endeavour as one
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of woe,—for woe indeed it would mean to him until his higher 
nature woke to life. And they do this, not to entice him to this 
path, as the article implies, but to warn him from it, bidding him 
wait until the eternal progress of the ages will have brought him 
to another desire and another sense of life. It may appear a hard 
saying, but all this woe and agony belong to the veriest tyro,—to 
him who has not yet taken the first step. We are bidden to “grow 
as the flower grows, unconsciously, but eagerly anxious to open 
its soul to the air,”—not by a painful process of uprooting. This 
agony is “a phantasmal outer form of horror” which we have built 
up for ourselves: the reality is “ faith, hope, and love,” the “ song 
of life.” “Life itself has speech, and is never silent. And its 
utterance is not as you that are deaf may suppose, a cry: it is a 
song.”

Only that which is ephemeral is ever sad. All brief-lived 
things bear on them this sure sign of overshadowing nothingness. 
We may take comfort for our sorrows in this thought; and 
Theosophy is misunderstood if construed to teach that pain is any
thing but an illusion,—the shadow of the reality, which is joy!

One sentence in this article stands out for me in words of fire: 
“Yet earnest Theosophists who happened to be Christians, are not 
exactly petted members of our branches!” Can this anywhere or 
at any time, be, or have been, an actual fact! If there were any 
branch of the Theosophical Society of which I knew this to be so, 
I would never rest satisfied until I had succeeded in having its 
charter rescinded, and its individual members remonstrated with in 
the plainest and most uncompromising terms. Fortunately I am 
acquainted with none such nor ever have been since my early days: 
bigoted individuals I have found in plenty, but branches in which 
intolerance ran such riot, it has never been my tragic fate to know.

In conclusion it might be wise to state, that the article of a 
Lonely Comrade contains just criticism of some people’s ideas, but 
could never be fairly considered a criticism either of Theosophy 
or the Theosophical Society.

Cave.
Twenty-ninth March, 1903.
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I have read the complaint of our Lonely Comrade, and find in 
it much that is suggestive. However, I shall confine myself to one 
point, and that a very important one: the association of sadness 
and sorrow with spiritual life. This association, if it is to be found 
in any marked degree in the books of modem Theosophists, does 
not by any means begin there. It is as old almost as the history of 
religion. Let us trace a few mile-stones on the path of man’s re
ligious psychology.

In the ancient religion of Egypt, or, to speak more accurately, 
in one of the many forms of faith and teaching belonging to old 
Egypt, we have the tragical story of the persecution and death of 
Osiris, and the scattering of his limbs along the shores of the sea. 
The story is full of pathos and tragedy, and the atmosphere which 
surrounds it is full of gloom.

We find fewer of these shadows in the old faith of China; in
deed there is a certain sunny calm in the oldest forms of Chinese 
religion, the like of which it is difficult to find elsewhere. But 
when we come to Babylonia, we again find the dominant note of 
tragedy and gloom and when we pass to the younger members of 
the same stock, the Hebrews, we are in the very midst of religious 
tragedy. The Old Testament is a record of woes, and the central 
figure of the New is the Man of Sorrows.

In the oldest of the deeper manifestations of religion in India, 
the Upanishads, we have once more the sunshine of the golden age; 
but in all the later manifestations of Indian wisdom, there is the 
note of renunciation and sadness. The lamentations of Prince 
Siddhartha over all human life, as doomed to decay, were recently 
given in these pages; and the other great sage of more modern 
times, Shankara Acharya, has pages of exactly the same import, full 
of words of renunciation.

Therefore the history of religion has always been tinged with 
sadness; not merely in our day, or by some of the writers we may 
have known personally, but in all lands, and through all times. So 
far our facts. Let us come now to the explanation of the facts.

Why is religion, or the teaching of the great awakening, the 
new birth, so universally associated with sadness ? What is the 
hidden link between religion and sorrow? Why is the Man of

PATIENT PERSON’S IDEA.
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Sorrows so universally accepted as the symbol of the new life, in the 
thought, the art, the devotionalism of twenty centuries?

To find the deep and underlying reason, we shall have to con
sider what the new birth, the great awakening is ; and this is a very 
large question, in reality being the determination of what religion 
and wisdom and philosophy are, and why they should be followed.

To put it in one way, the great awakening is the change from 
individual to universal consciousness; from the self-centered in
dividuality, to something wider, including new elements, and there
for breaking down old barriers and limitations. We come to the 
full growth of the individuality, the conscious personal self, in this 
way: Life takes as its basis the consciousness of the animal, with 
its range of sensations, its great dominating instincts of self-de- 
fence and race-continuity. Then the psychic life is added to this, 
the purpose being to change the conscious animal to a self-con
scious man. This is done by focussing and condensing the animal 
consciousness, and transferring it to the psychic world,—in which 
we all habitually live and move and have our being, merely wearing 
the animal consciousness as an outer veil.

By focussing and condensing the animal instinct of self-de
fence, it is permuted to the passion of egotism or ambition, in virtue 
of which every man or woman has the innate desire to excel or out
strip or overreach, or outdo, or in some way get the better of, every 
other man or woman in general, or to get the better of some par
ticular man or woman, in some definite undertaking or purpose. 
We have all this tendency, and we can feel its influence at any 
moment, in the instinctive habit of the mind to consider ourselves 
cleverer or better or at any rate more important, more in the center 
of things, than any other person; with a latent inclination to sac
rifice another to our interest rather than sacrificing ourselves to the 
interest of another. It will be an instructive exercise for anyone 
to watch this instinctive motion of the mind in its many expres
sions, with its single essential characteristic, the desire to put our
selves ahead of the other person, to advance our interest, or, much 
more profoundly, our idea of ourselves, above our idea of the other 
person.

Besides the instinct of self-defence, the animal has the instinct 
of individual continuity and race continuity, each moved or guided
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by sensation; in the one case the sense of hunger and taste, and in 
the other the sense of sex. When these are focussed and condensed 
in the personality, they are transmuted into the desire of sensation, 
which is present all the time, unceasingly, in complete contrast to 
the alternate waking and sleeping of the sensations of the animal.

We have thus two things brought to a head in the personality 
a centralised consciousness, the abuse of which is egotism or am
bition and a perpetual sense of sensation, the abuse of which is sen
suality. The purpose evidently is, to make a certain approach to 
divine consciousness, which is dear and vivid, and which is also 
perpetual. The personal consciousness has, therefore, the qualities 
of both animal and divine; it gives to the consciousness of the ani
mal that quality of self-knowledge, which belongs to the gods; it 
gives to the sensational consciousness of the animal that perpetual 
duration which is of the eternities.

For the animal, there are the two states: waking and sleeping, 
both for the entire group of bodily powers, and for each sensation. 
Thus the sense of sex sleeps for months in the animal.

When we have the perpetual consciousness of personal man, 
this alternation of waking and sleeping is, of course, shut out by the 
very conditions of that consciousness; it cannot be at once con
tinuous and not continuous. Therefore, as the continuance of one 
quality of sensation means a deadening and dullness, resulting in 
a loss of sensation, the only way to secure perpetual feeling is by 
alternating the quality of feeling; in other words, by splitting sen
sation into two groups, with the pleasant on the one side and the 
painful on the other, and by alternating these two, replacing pleasure 
by pain, and so on. It is evident that, since the one aim of the 
personal life, is, to get perpetual feeling or emotion, pain is as 
much its necessary food as pleasure. A stick must have two ends. 
Sorrow is the bread of life of the emotional nature, because, without 
alternating sorrow, pleasure would become meaningless and inert. 
Therefore there are as many tragedies among the world’s dramas 
as there are comedies; and our natures, even unconsciously, always 
tend to recognize the superiority of the tragedy, the tragical motive, 
the gloomy plot, as having more dignity, more relation to our human 
life.

This pedigree of emotion is only a brief suggestion for a
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great theme; but this much becomes clear: that the so-called tragic 
emotions are keener and more strongly felt than the so-called 
pleasures and we are therefore led to think that, when the great 
epoch of emotional life is about coming to an end, and getting ready 
to give place to something else, we shall have an accumulation, a 
culmination of tragical emotion, the last and finest manifestation 
of psychic life, when psychic life is about to make way for a life 
not psychical.

The two things which will be eliminated, are the dependence 
on sensation for a sense of being alive; and the dependence on 
egotism, or the feeling of one’s own all-importance, for the sense 
of being real. And we may say here, that, in the getting rid of 
these two things, there are fine opportunities for emotion, and there
fore for the greatest of all the emotions, the emotion of sorrow. 
These two things, the dependence on sensation, and the dependence 

• on self-importance, are to be put away, and he will indeed be a man 
of sweet and singularly balanced character, who can do the great 
work with an unbroken smile.

Thus the outgrowing of the psychical is of necessity subject 
to sorrow, since sorrow is the quintescence and fine flower of the 
psychical. What is to take the place of these things, is part of a 
larger theme.
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Of Mr. W . Q. Judge’s Edition of the

_^BHAGAVAD O m w
Has been prepared and can be supplied 

for 75 cents, postage paid.

Other books on Theosophical, Philosophical and Religious 
subjects can be secured through the Secretary T. S. A.,

Box 1584, New York City.

SECOND YEAR 

THE WA-WAN PRESS
Newton Center, Massachusetts

WE INVITE THE ATTENTION OF 
All musicians, All music lovers, All who wish to have American 
compositions that stand for artistic progress, All who wish to make 
an incomparable ARTISTIC  gift to a musical friend, All who see 
that the Declaration of Independence is inevitably beginning to 
include music, All who see that America’s specific gains in musical 
composition are the world’s gains

TO THE FACT
That we are making it possible, for the first time, to procure that 
work of our composers which represents their highest talents and 
ideals, printed in an attractive and artistic manner, at a LESS 
PRICE, than is given for the most ordinary sheet music,

That we wish to make our composers living realities to our sub
scribers,

That the Wa-Wan Press stands for no particular composer or 
coterie, but for American composition.

For particulars write to THE WA-WAN PRESS,
Newton Center, Massachusetts.
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Theosophical Society in America
Will be held in j M  
New York City on

(April 26, 27 and 28.

The question of reviving Dues will be raised.
Details of place and procedure will shortly be sent to 

Branches and Members at large.

For the Executive Committee:

SEC R ETA R Y T. S. A.
Box 1584, New York City.

“ A  New Pamphlet on Karma/'
A copy of this pamphlet will be sent gratis to any reader of 

the Forum who will send his name and address on a postcard to 
the publisher. Thomas Green, 10 Park Road Mansions, Wands
worth Common, London, S. W. For Propaganda purposes copies 
will'be supplied at 3 cents each plus postage at the rate of 16 cents 
per dozen. Payment may be made in postage stamps.

Entered at the Post Office at Flushing, N. Y., as second-class matter, 
April 20, 1901.



THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY IN AMERICA.
Founded b y H. P. B l a v a t s k y  at New York in 1875.

The Society does not pretend to be able to establish at once 
a universal brotherhood among men, but only strives to create the 
nucleus of such a body. Many of its members believe that an ac
quaintance with the world’s religions and philosophies will reveal, 
as the common and fundamental principle underlying these, that 
“ spiritual identity of all Souls with the Oversoul” which is the 
basis of true brotherhood; and many of them also believe that an 
appreciation of the finer forces of nature and man will still further 
emphasize the same idea.

The organization is wholly unsectarian, with no creed, dogma, 
nor personal authority to enforce or impose; neither is it to be held 
responsible for the opinions of its members, who are expected to 
accord to the beliefs of others that tolerance which they desire for 
their own.

The following proclamation was adopted at the Convention of 
the Society held at Boston, April, 1895:

“The Theosophical Society in America by its delegates and 
members in Convention assembled, does hereby proclaim fraternal 
good will and kindly feeling toward all students of Theosophy and 
members of Theosophical Societies wherever and however situated. 
It further proclaims and avers its hearty sympathy and association 
with such persons and organizations in all theosophical matters ex
cept those of government and administration, and invites their cor
respondence and co-operation.

“To all men and women of whatever caste, creed, race, or re
ligious belief, who aim at the fostering of peace, gentleness, and 
unselfish regard one for another, and the acquisition of such knowl
edge of men and nature as shall tend to the elevation and advance
ment of the human race, it sends most friendly greeting and freely 
proffers its services.

“ It joins hands with all religions and religious bodies whose 
efforts are directed to the purification of men’s thoughts and the 
bettering of their ways, and it avows its harmony therewith. To 
all scientific societies and individual searchers after wisdom upon 
whatever plane and by whatever righteous means pursued, it is and 
will be grateful for such discovery and unfoldment of Truth as shall 
serve to announce and confirm a scientific basis for ethics.

“And lastly, it invites to its membership those who, seeking a 
higher life hereafter, would learn to know the Path to tread in this.”

The expenses of the Theosophical Society in America are met 
by voluntary contributions, which should be sent to the Treasurer 
T. S. A., Box 1584, New York, N. Y.

Applications for membership should be addressed to the Sec
retary T. S. A., P. O. Box 1584, New York.
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