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H e a v e n  is l o n g  enduring and earth continues long. The 

reason why heaven and earth are able to endure and continue 
thus long is because they do not live of or for themselves. 
This is how they are able to endure. Therefore the sage puts 
his own person last, and yet it is found in the foremost place ; 
he treats his person as if it were foriegn to him, and yet that 
person is preserved.— Lao-tze.

THE PATH.
V o l . V I I I .  M A R C H , 1894. N o. 12 .

The Theosophical Society, as such, is not responsible fo r  any opinion or declaration in 
th is M agazine, by whomsoever expressed , unless contained in an Official Document.

Where any article or statement has the author’s name attached, he alone is responsible, 
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.THE SYMBOLISM OF THE UPANISHADS.
hi.

TH E  third p art of the K a th a  U panish ad continues the teach
ing of D eath to N achiketas, which has a lread y  been 

follow ed through the first two p a r t s :

— Those who know the Eternal, the five fires, and the triple flame tell of 
the shadow and the light entering the cave through the long age, and drink
ing the reward of good deeds in the world.

N o better sentence for illu stratin g  the sym bolism  o f the U p a
nishads could be chosen. T h e  first words h ard ly  need an ex p la n 
ation. T h e y  need, rather, realization in the inm ost recesses of 
the heart. B u t who are the know ers or pradticers of the five 
fires?  T h ese  words allude to an ancient penance, when the as
cetic stood bare-headed betw een four fires, in the b lazin g heat of 
the Indian sun. B ut this penance in itse lf is sym bolical. T h e  
five fires are the five senses, o r the five pow ers o f sensation, 
w hich m ake up the phenom enal, illu so ry  w o rld ; and it is the heat of 
these five fires of delusion w hich the true ascetic m ust learn  to 
w ithstand. T h e  know er of the trip le  flam e is he who know s the 
H ig h e r  S e lf, the trip le A tm a, or the triad A tm a, Buddhi, and 
H ig h e r M a n a s ; that is, Sp irit, Soul, and pure reason. W hat,



then, are the shadow and the ligh t that these three tell th e kn ow - 
er of the eternal, he who w ithstands the five fires of sense, a n d  he 
who knows the trip le flam e of the H ig h e r S e lf  ? W e m ay d iscern  the 
m eaning by the w ords which follow . T h e  shadow and th e l ig h t  
enter the cave, o r the hidden w orld, and en joy for a long a g e  the 
fru it of good deeds done in the world. T h e  shadow and th e lig h t  
are, therefore, the S p irit, and its vehicle the soul, w hich, e n te r in g  
into the hidden w orld  of D evach an  a fte r death, reap the go o d  
K a rm a  of the past life.

[ Death continues : ]
— Let us teach to Nachiketas what is the bridge of sacrificers, the un- 

perishing Eternal, and the fearless shore of those who seek to pass over.

T h e  bridge b y  which the sacrificers of se lf pass o ver to the 
shore w h ere there is no fear, the restin g-p lace of the u n p erish in g  
E tern a l, is the link betw een the H ig h e r and the low er s e l f ; it  is 
the latent pow er of the low er se lf to rise  to the H ig h e r S e lf , and 
thus to cross over from  the outer w orld which is its field of l ife  to 
the inner w orld  of the H ig h e r S elf.

— Know that the Self (AtmS.) is the lord of the chariot ; that the body 
(Sharira) is the chariot; know that soul (Buddhi) is the charioteer; and 
that mind ( M anas) is the rein.

They say that the organs ( or impulses) are the horses ; and the external 
world of objects is their road. A s the self is yoked to mind and the impulses, 
the wise say the Self is the enjoyer. But he who is unwise, with mind not 
bound to the Self ( that is, with lowef Manas preponderant), his impulses are 
ungovemed, like the charioteer’s unruly horses. But he who is wise, with 
mind ever bound to the Self (with higher Manas preponderant), his impulses 
are controlled like the charioteer's good horses.

In  this sim ile of the chariot, Buddhi go vern s kam a th rough  
M anas, under the inspiration o f A tm a. T h e  reins are w ell in 
hand, the horses are controlled, when M anas is recipient o f th e 
ligh t o f A tm a, through the m ediation of B u d d h i; w hen the lo w 
er asp ires to the H ig h e r S e lf. It  w ill be rem em bered  that in the 
B hagavad-G itd  K rish n a  is the charioteer or Buddhi.

— But who is unwise, unmindful, and ever impure, obtains not that resting- 
place ( and go a l) ; but falls back into the world of birth and death.

But he who is wise, mindful, and ever pure, he indeed reaches a resting- 
place from which he is not born again.

He who has wisdom for his charioteer, keeping mind well in hand, reaches 
the end of the path, the supreme resting-place of the evolving power.

The impulses are higher than the senses ; mind (M anas) is higher than 
the impulses ; soul ( Buddhi) is higher than mind ; and the Great Self 
(Mah&mfUm£l) is higher than Buddhi. Higher than this Great is the Unman
ifested. Higher than the Unmanifested is the Logos (Purushas). Than the 
Logos none is higher ; that is the prop, the Supreme Way.



T h e  “ unw ise, u n m in d fu l”  is again  he w hose low er mind 
(M an as) is not dom inated b y  the H igh er. F o r only w ith this 
dom ination and preponderance o f the h igh er m ind over the low er, 
b y  w hich the center o f life  passes from  the low er m ind dom inated 
b y desire (kam a-m an as) to the h igh er m ind dom inated by S p irit 
Soul ( A tm a-B udd hi-M anas) is the final goal re a c h e d ; fo r the 
center o f life  th us leaves a tem porary and unstable d w elling  for 
one that is etern al and fixed ; and thus the end o f the path is 
reached, the suprem e seat o f the pow er w hich evo lves the worlds.

— The hidden Self does not shine forth in all beings ; but is seen by the 
keen and subtle soul of subtle seers.

Let the wise man restrain voice ( creative power) and mind ; let him re
strain them by the Self which is wisdom. Let him restrain this wisdom by 
the Self which is great ; and this let him restrain in the Self which is peace.

T h is  is  the secret o f the trip le S e lf, the three-fold  A tm a  ; its 
three sides are  W isdom , Pow er, and Peace. T h ese  correspond to 
the three sides o f the S e lf, Sat, Chit, A n an d a, or B ein g, Con
sciousness, and B liss, in the classification of the la te r  V edantins.

T h en , h av in g  taught the final secret, the b rid ge across to the 
G re at Beyond, and the w a y  to cross over, and the nature o f the 
S e lf  that dw ells  on the other side, D eath bids N ach iketas :

— “  Awake, arise ! having obtained thy wishes, understand them. The 
wise say the path is hard to traverse, like the keen edge of a razor ” . Then, 
having won the soundless, touchless, formless, unfading, the everlasting, that 
has neither taste nor smell, the beginningless, endless Eternal, that is beyond 
the Great, he is released from the mouth of Death. •

A n d  the In itiation  is e n d e d ; the lesson of death is learned. 
T h e  U panishad concludes :

— This is the immemorial teaching declared by Death to Nachiketas. De
claring and hearing it, the wise grows great in the world of the Eternal. He 
who causes this supreme secret to be heard in the assembly of those who seek 
the Eternal, or at the time of the union with those who have gone forth builds 
for everlastingness ; he builds for everlastingness.

A  last w ord as to the m eaning of this “ union with those who 
h ave gone fo r th ” . T h e  San sk rit w ord used is Shraddha, the 
y e a r ly  sacrifice to the sp irits of ancestors in the ascending l in e ; 
w hen the sacrificer is united in sp irit to his forefath ers in the 
other world. B ut the inner m eaning is that union w ith spiritual 
ancestors in the ascending G uru  param para chain which is  des
cribed in the last ch apter o f the “ Id y ll of the W hite L o tu s ” . 
T h is  union with the sp irit o f the G reat O nes w ho h ave gone be 
fore is  the G reat In itiation , the them e of the “ im m em orial 
teach ing of D e a th ” . C. J .



DIREFUL PROPHECIES.

TH E  whole m ystic frate rn ity  of A stro lo gers is now e n g a g e d  
in show ing how the h eavens portend great changes on th is 

our earth. T h e y  agree w ith  H .P .B .,  who said that her E a s te rn  
friends told her of com ing cyc lic  changes now ve ry  near at hand . 
B eyond doubt there is som e truth  in all these sayin gs, a lth ou gh  
here and th ere the astro logers defin itely p rognostigatin g are  not 
supported by fadt. Seph arial, for instance, staked his reputation  
on the death of the Prince of W ales, which did not com e off, and 
now w here is the reputation? Ju s t  as good as ever, fo r astro logers 
know that either the ju d gm en t of the astro loger m ay be at fau lt  
from  sundry causes, or that the b irth-hour m ay be w rong, or that 
som e sav in g  aspedt of the stars has been overlooked. G re at e a rth 
quakes like that of Zante or the one in K uch an  com e up, and the 
astrologers, w hile th ey re g u la rly  in those years foresaw  ea rth 
quakes, did not seem  able to locate them  for any spot. T h e y  w ere 
afra id  to say  P ersia  for fear it  m ight be in London. B u t earth 
quakes w ere foretold. A  stead y prognostication of d isturbance 
has been indulged in, and this gen era l outlook w ould seem  righ t. 
T h e  disturbances w ere expedted in the realm  of m ind, m orals, 
and re lig ion  b y  those true astrologers who seldom  speak, and the 
increase of crim e like that of bom b-throw ing justifies each m onth 
the gen eral predidtion. Seism ic disturbance is the physical sign  of 
disturbance in the m oral, psychic, and m ental fields. T h is  is an 
old axiom  in the E ast. In  the record of the earthquake said to 
have taken place w hen Je su s  diec^we have the Christian  refledtion 
o f the sam e idea.

T h a t earthquakes, floods, and great social changes w ould go 
on increasing has been known to T heosophists since the d ay  T om  
Paine saw  p sych ica lly  “ a new  order of th in gs for the hum an race 
opening in the affairs of A m e rica ” , before the revolution. A nd 
ever since the increm ent of d isaster has been great. T h e  motto 
adopted by the m akers of the Union— “ A  new ord er o f a g es”—  
w as an echo from  the realm  o f soul to the ears of m en on earth. 
I t  m arked a point in the cycle . T h e  record of the disasters 
during the years  since then w ould be found appalling. I t  takes 
in A sia  and E urope, and w ould show m illions of sudden deaths 
by vio lent earth-convulsions. A n d  now in 1894 even  H erbert 
Spencer, looking at the m ental and social fields o f hum an life, 
says in a m agazine artic le :



A  nation of which the legislators vote as they were bid and of which the 
workers surrender their rights of Selling their labor where they please has 
neither the ideas nor the sentiments needed for the maintenance of liberty. . 
. . We are on the way back to the rule of the strong hand in the shape of
the bureaucratic despotism of a socialistic organization and then of the military 
despotism which must follow it; if, indeed, some social crash does not bring 
the latter upon us more quickly.

E v id e n tly  this deeply philosophical and statistical w rite r  feels 
the pressure in the atm osphere o f social and m aterial life. T h ere 
is much unconscious prophecy in w hat he says. E arth q u ak es and 
deaths from  them  are dreadfu l, but th ey can be avoided when 
their probable place is known. B ut social earthquakes, moral 
pestilence, m ental change belong to m an, go with him  w here he 
goes,- and cannot be averted  b y  an y alteration  of place.

In  th& Illustrated American a  w riter on astro logy g iv es  definite 
prophecy of disaster. He ereCts a  figure of the heavens fo r noon 
o f N ovem b er i j ,  1894, show ing a conjunction o f Sun, U ranus, 
V en u s, and M ercury in Scorpio, w ith Satu rn  only fifteen degrees 
aw ay. A stro lo g ica lly  this is v e ry  bad. W ith the moon at the 
fu ll in T au ru s— the bull— it is om inous of floods and earthquakes. 
B u t we m ay add that in the psychic Zodiac it show s floods and h eavin g  
in the m oral and social structure o f the poor orphan man. U ranus 
and S atu rn  are bad planets a n y w a y ; th ey are erratic  and h eavy, 
subtle, dark, and m enacing. T h is  w rite r  predicts om inously, but 
rem ains indefinite as to place. W e will add that d y in g  nations 
like those o f P ersia  and China w ill feel most w h atever physical 
effeCts shall be d u e ; and in E urope, w hile there w ill be physical 
disturbance, the greater trouble w ill be in the social and govern 
m ental structures.

T h e  astro loger then runs forw ard  to D ecem ber 30, 19 0 1, when 
he says s ix  p lanets will be in one sign  and in a line, with a  seventh 
opposite on the sam e line projected. T h is , it is said b y  such an 
ancient sage as Berosus, w ill b rin g  a flood when it takes place in 
the zodiacal sign  Capricornus, as is to be the case in 19 0 1.

M any Theosophists believe these prognostications, others de
ride them . T h e  form er ask  w hat shall we do? N othing. S ta y  
w h ere you are. I f  you rem ove, it is m ore than lik e ly  you w ill 
run into the jaw s o f a b lacker fate. Do yo u r duty w here you find 
yo u rse lf, and if from  you r goodness you are a  favorite o f the gods 
you w ill escape, w hile if  you are not th eir favo rite  it is better for 
you to die and take another chance at b etterin g you r character. 
D eath  w ill com e w hen it w ill, and w h y should we fear, since it is 
“ a  n ecessary  e n d ” . Theosophists too often occupy them selves 
w ith  these woful lookings into the future, to the detrim ent oc



their present work. T h e y  should try  to d iscover the fine lin e  o f  
duty and endeavor, lea v in g  the astro logers o f to-day, w ho a re  
m ore at sea  than any other m ystics, to con over a zodiac th at is 
out of place and calcu late w ith tables which delude w ith  the 
subtle pow er that figures h ave to lie  w hen the basis o f ca lcu latio n  
is  w rong. W il liam  Q. J u d g e .

A NOTE ON REINCARNATION.

It  is possible that since in our W estern thought there is a  good 
deal of hesitation about accepting the idea of reincarnation , 

in vo lvin g, as it does u sually , the b elie f in a  previous o b jective  
state o f existence of which no direct evidence can be offered and 
no m em ory rem ains, m uch m igh t be done tow ards m akin g the 
w a y  plain by m ore constantly  insisting on the sim ple fact o f in 
carnation. Once people begin  to th ink o f them selves as dual 
entities, part physical and part non-physical, and of the n on -ph y
sical b ein g  incarnated in the flesh in the ord in ary  course of 
N atu re ’s providence, the further idea of a repetition of the process 
w ill easily  creep  into acceptance. Christians cannot re ject in c a r
nation in respect of Je su s  of N azareth. B y-and-bye th ey w ill a p 
p ly it to them selves. B e lie f in reincarnation  w ill fo llow  n atu ra lly . 
L e t  us teach that we are descended from  the rig h t hand of th e  
F ath er, and that our destiny lies upw ard again  tow ards that e v e r 
lastin g  seat.

I h ave  not m et in m y Theosophical read in g an y treatm en t o f 
one aspect of reincarnation  w hich has im pressed m e in con sid erin g 
the objection of fa ilu re of m em ory o f past lives. W hile not a  lin g u ist 
I h ave devoted som e attention to lan guages, and h ave been in te rest
ed in m any curious fad ls concerning idiom s, and in the com plete rep 
resentation of ideas obtained in tran slatin g from  one lan guage to an
other. In  the first place take the Irse, or Irish  K eltic . T h e  idiom  
requires that in g iv in g  expression  to sensations such as h un ger, 
thirst, fear, happiness, etc ., the verb  is  used with prepositional 
pronouns. “ I fe a r”  would in Irish  be lite ra lly  expressed  as 
“ F ea r is on m e ;”  “ I am h u n g ry ”  as “ H u n g er is on m e” ; “ I wish 
it”  as “ It  is a wish w ith m e” . In  the other case, take the sa lu ta
tions of various nations. W e ask “ H ow  do you do?”  or “ H o w d y?”  
according to our academ ic or provincial train ing. T h e  F ren ch 
man enquires “ H ow  do you ca rry  yo u rse lf?”  T h e  G erm an w on
ders “ H ow  goes it? ” , and the Chinese “ H a ve  you eaten rice?”  
A ll  these indicate the sam e u n d erly in g  idea, but a  d ifferent 
m ethod in each case o f conceiving and exp ressin g  it.



I do not purpose d iscussing the question o f the possib ility  of 
con ceiving an idea w ithout g iv in g  it form al expression , but it is 
undeniab le that the avera g e  m an cannot think w ithout w o rd s; he 
cannot h ave  ideas until he has the m eans o f exp ressin g  them. 
T h is  is adm itted by those who declare the E n g lish  lan g u age de
ficient in term s fit to convey the force of the m etaphysical concep
tions found in the Sanscrit. In terestin g  ligh t is also throw n on 
the subject in connection w ith the tra in in g o f blind deaf-m utes, 
to whom a form  or vehicle of expression  is indispensable before 
reason  m anifests itself. T h e  brain m ust be taught or trained to 
recognize certain sym bols, either of form  or of sound, before it 
can becom e a m edium  for the conveyance or expression  of ideas.

B ut most of us speak only one language, and that E n g lish . 
W e cannot understand a person sp eak in g  in a stran ge tongue, 
h ow ever c learly  he conceives his idea in his own mind. T h e  un
fam ilia r  sounds convey nothing to the brain. Could one’s brain 
respond d irectly  to another’s brain vibration , m ere lan guage 
would be unnecessary. It  is probable that the idea would be 
transm itted directly  without the circum locution of m outh and ear. 
T h is  appears to be indicated b y  w hat is called  th ought-transfer
ence, varied  in Mr. W. T . S tead ’s experience of autom atic 
w riting.

Confined, then, as w e are to one lan g u age fo r the recognition 
of ideas, and that a lan g u age scarcely  four hundred years  old, 
dou b tfu lly  in te llig ib le  even in Chaucer, it seem s unreasonable to 
suppose that we could recognize the ideas we form ed in the 
lan g u age of another birth until at least w e w ere fam iliar w ith the 
lan guage we actually  used in that previous existence, or until such 
a cu ltivation  o f the brain had been su ccessfu lly  undertaken as 
would perm it the direct reception of thought im pressions from  
the astral m atrix . N eith er can it be denied that this is the case, 
since we a ll have ideas “ o ccu rrin g”  to us, as we say, fo r which 
w e cannot account, and which h ave no apparent origin in our im 
m ediate surroundings. M ay they not be a direct su rv iva l from  
other lives  in which they had been prom ulgated  in the speech of 
the nation and period to which we then belonged? T h is  we 
could not deny or affirm  in the absence of fam ilia rity  w ith the 
forgotten  language. I t  would be of interest to m ake enquiry 
am ong linguists, especia lly  am ong those versed  in the dead 
lan gu ages o f a ll ages, as to w hether any of these old tongues pre
sented read ier channels of thought than others, or than the 
present m other-tongue.

It  is evident that the most im portant point is the necessity of



c le arly  conceiving ideas in them selves, rath er than th eir a sp e c ts  
presented  by idiom , or by the v a ry in g  expression of d iffe re n t 
lan g u ages and thinkers. T h is  o f course in vo lves the p ra ctice  o f 
concentration and the developm ent and control o f im ag in atio n , 
the creative facu lty  on the m ental plane.

A l b e r t  E .S . S m y t h e .

FACES OF FRIENDS.

Ge o r g e  E d w a r d  W r i g h t  is an A m erican  and is now  P r e s i
dent o f the C hicago T .S  and the C entral States C om m ittee 

for T .S .  w ork. H e w as born at P errysb u rgh . Ohio, A p ril 13 th , 
18 5 1. H is fath er, who w as prom inent in educational circles an d  
author o f several school-books, died in 1853, leav in g  a  w idow  w ith  
four you ng children to support by  h er own exertions. T h is  she 
did by teaching, and g ave  them  a  good education. G eorge took 
a  classical course at B elo it C ollege and C ornell U n iversity . U pon 
lea v in g  college he took up journalism  as a profession, and in 18 7 1 
went to Chicago w here he served  as a reporter on several of the 
c ity  papers, receiv in g  prom otion and recognition finally  upon the 
Chicago 'Tribune. H e  represented this im portant daily  at P h ila 
delphia  throughout the Centennial E xh ib itio n  in 1876, and the 
fo llow in g yea r w ent to E urope as w ar correspondent, represen tin g 
the Chicago Tribune, the N ew  Y o rk  Times, and the Cincinnati 
Commercial d u rin g  the R u sso-T u rk ish  w ar. R etu rn in g , he served  
upon the editorial staff of the Tribune. In  1879 he m arried, and 
becom ing dissatisfied with new spaper w ork retired  from  journalism  
perm anently. In  1882 he founded the C hicago Stock E xch an ge , 
and w as elected its first S ecretary . T h is  institution, keep in g  pace 
with C hicago ’s rem arkab le grow th, has becom e im m ensely success
ful, and he has rem ained an a ft iv e  m em ber ever since.

In 1886 the tragic death o f a brother w ith unusual phenom ena 
attending it drew  his attention tow ards Occultism , and he began 
read ing in that line, accum ulating in this w ay one o f the largest 
and most valu able occult lib raries in the country. T a k in g  up the 
study of chirom ancy, physiognom y, astrology, and kindred sci
ences, he soon drifted into Theosophical literature, and there 
found the first really  satisfactory  solutions to the problem s of 
life. H e im m ediately joined the Theosophical Society, and has 
been u n sw ervin gly  devoted to its w elfare  from  that day. D urin g  
the m onths of 1889-90, when the new spapers, especia lly  of Chi-



Digitized By





cago, w ere filled w ith  abuse of M adam e B lavatsk y , B roth er W right 
k ep t conspicuously posted upon his desk in h is public office the 
fo llo w in g  n o tic e : , •

H. P. B L A V A T S K Y  !
Let the journalistic sots continue to 

slander, and all the little hounds and 
reptiles to assail! The time will come 
when her name will be vindicated and 
her philosophy appreciated.

Stro n g  w ords these, but the provocation w as great. A n d  how 
soon h as the proph ecy been v e rifie d !

In  1892 B roth er W right undertook with the G eneral S ecreta ry  to 
secure a  p lace fo r the T . S. in the W orld ’s P arliam ent o f R e lig io n s, 
w ith  w h at success our read ers are aw are. H e w as appointed 
C hairm an  of the Com m ittee of O rganization, and w orked fa ith 
fu lly  until our C ongress w as finished and successful. A t  our v a r i
ous C onventions he has labored h ard  w ith the rest. W e thought 
distant m em bers m igh t like to see the face of the C hairm an of 
the local Com m ittee of our C ongress, and this is it.

THE FUNDAMENTAL BELIEFS OF BRAHMANISM 
. IN CHRISTIANITY.

M
o k s h a  Sh astra , or the Science of Em ancipation  or Salvation , 

is divided into three kinds ; n am ely, K a rm a  Y o g a , G nana 
Y o g a , and B hakti Y o g a . T h is  three-fold division is found in the 
Buddhistic w ritings. It  is not unknow n to the N ew  T estam en t 
w riters. W e read in I .  Corinthians, chapter x ii, 8 : “ T o  som e is
g iv en  b y  the S p irit the word of wisdom  ; to another the w ord of 
kn ow led ge b y  the sam e S p ir i t ; to another faith  b y  the sam e 
S p ir it ” .

2. T o  a ll of these system s the observance o f the m oral
and cerem onial law s is necessary. T h e  T e n  L a w s  are called by 
the B rah m ins the D asa D h a rm a ; th ey are called b y  the Buddhists 
the D asa S i l a ; b y  the C hristians th ey are called  the T en  C om 
m andm ents. v

3. A ccord in g  to the B rah m ins the cause o f S a in sara  or the 
m isery  of rebirth  is A v id y a  or Ignorance. T h e  Buddhists b elieve 
in  the sam e do<5trine. In  C h ristian ity  w e find a  sim ilar notion. We 
read  in Eph esian s, “ W e are alienated from  God through ign or
ance and van ity  of our m in d s” .

4. T o  dispel ignorance the B rah m ins and the C h ristian s



a gree  that we m ust renounce selfishness and the love of w orld ly  
obje6ls.

5. T h e 'cau se  o f m isery, according to the B rahm ins, is A v id - 
ya, w hich is defined in the Y o g a  Philosophy as the m istak in g  of 
non-eternal, im pure, and pain fu l th ings for eternal, pure, and 
p leasurab le th ings. I t  is the m istaking the carnal fo r  the sp irit
ual, o r the lo v in g  of the w orld ly  objeCts instead of the soul. A n  
allusion to th is doCtrine of the Y o g a  Philosophy is found in the 
N ew  T estam ent. In  Colossians, chap. ii, w e read, “ W h y as 
though liv in g  in the w orld  are ye  subjeCt to the ordinances? 
T ouch  not, taste not, handle n o t ; w hich are all to perish  w ith  the 
using, a fte r  the com m andm ents and doCtrines o f m en ; w hich 
th ings have, indeed, a  show o f wisdom  in h um ility  and negleCt
ing the b o d y " . In  R om ans w e read that the cause of sin is the 

phronema sarkos, or the lust o f the flesh. W e are told that the 
carnal m ind is in enm ity against God and cannot p lease God. 
T h e  G re ek  phrase phronema sarkos is in San skrit sarirabhimana.

6. T h e  u n iversal law s o f Causation and Evolution , which 
p lay  a  v e ry  im portant part in the w ritin gs o f the B rah m an s and 
Buddhists, are not opposed to the doCtrines of C hristian ity.

7. T h e  word w hich San sk rit and P ali w riters use to exp ress  
R eb irth  b y  K a rm a  is punarganmo. In  the N ew  T estam en t w e find 
the w ord paliggenesia is used to exp ress R egeneration . A s  the 
w ord paliggenesia (R e g e n e ra tio n ) is a derivative  of the S an sk rit  
word punarganm a, we m ay presum e that the N ew  T estam en t 
w riters used the G reek  w ord paliggenesia (regeneration) to e x 
press the doCtrine of R eb irth  b y  K arm a.

8. B rah m ins and the Buddhists are  all opposed to a  b e lie f in  
b lind  faith  or sim ple dogm as. W e read in the N ew  T estam en t, 
“ P rove a ll th in gs and hold fast to that which is g o o d ” .

9. B h akti Y o g a  or the doCtrine of SanCtification b y  F aith  
p lays a  v e ry  im portant p art in  the Sacred  Books o f the B rahm ins 
and the Buddhists. In  the N ew  T estam en t pistis (F a ith ) , which 
is  a  derivation o f B h akti, p lays the sam e im portant part.

10. T h e  definition of Y o g a  according to the Y o g a  philosophy 
is  the suppression or stopping o f the constant changes o f the m en
tal states. In  the N ew  T estam en t we are told that the Sou l finds 
rest w hen it is in a b lissfu l state. C hrist says “ T a k e  up m y 
yoke and you  w ill find re s t ” . T h is  is sim p ly  a  translation  o f the 
second S u tra  of the Y o g a  philosophy.

1 1 .  T h e  doCtrines o f the Serm on on the Mount are  beauti
fu lly  sum m ed up in the Y o g a  philosophy. A ccord in g  to it the 
su rest w a y  to attain en lightenm ent is  :



1. T o  love happiness.
2. T o  p ity  the m iserable.
3. T o  take pleasure in the practice o f virtue.
4. T o  d isregard  vice.

12 . T h e  fo llow in g two stanzas, w hich h ave  been taken and 
translated  b y  the Buddhists and C hristians, b eau tifu lly  e x 
press the truths o f B rahm inism .

1. T o  abstain from  evil, and to be constantly virtuous ; 
to do good and to lead an excellen t life  ; this is in fa<5t the 
surest w ay  to obtain em ancipation.

2. L e t  no one do to another that w hich he w ill not like  
to be done unto h im self. T h is , in short, is  the duty  or v ir 
tue which is b inding upon all, though one m ay pra<5tice 
other th ings or not.

13 . Ind ia  w as not an unknow n land to the early  Christians. 
T h e re  w as som e sort o f com m erce betw een Palestine and India. 
A ccord in g  to E useb iu s and other early  Christian  C hurch  histo
rians, there w ere C hristian  churches in  India, founded b y  St. 
B arth olom ew  and St. T h om as at Calim ine. T h e  word Calim ine 
m ay be derived  either from  Chola M ane or K a iran in i or T rip li- 
cane n ear M adras. T h e  S yrian  Christians o f Ind ia  call their 
saint M arthom a. T h e  w ord C hrist m ay be derived  from  either of the 
tw o San skrit words, C hrishna or Sresh ta. In  the N ew  T e sta 
m ent the w ord Chrestos is  translated ‘ ‘ easy ” , as in the phrase 
“ m y yoke is  e a s y ” . A s  ev ery  one knows, there is a good deal of 
resem blance betw een the lives  of C hrishna and Christ.

14 . In  the N ew  T estam en t the w ord G ospel does not a lw ays 
m ean the life  of Christ. W hen used by C hrist h im self the word 
m ust m ean som ething other than his own life. T h e  G reek  word 
w hich is translated Gospel is  euaggelion and litera lly  m eans a  good 
m essage. I t  exa<5tly  corresponds to the San skrit w ord agama 
used  in the Y o g a  philosophy in a  sim ilar sense. T h e  San skrit 
w ord used in  the Y o g a  philosophy to exp ress “ u n iv e rsa l”  is  sava- 
nabhumna or that which belongs to all countries or kingdom s. 
T h ere fo re  the Gospel of the K in gd om  which C hrist preached is 
the U n iversa l M oral L aw s. A ga in , the phrase “ G ospel of the 
K in g d o m ” exa6tly  corresponds to the San skrit phrase “ R a ja  V id- 
y a ”  used in the B hagavad -G ita . A ga in , the G reek  word which 
is translated  an gel is  aggelos. T h is  w ord exa<5t ly  corresponds to 
the San skrit w ord Sma Agatos or Sugatas or Tathagatas or M ahdt- 
mas or those who b rin g  good news. It is  thus clear that while 
B ud dh a preached the F o u r N oble T ru th s  or C hatur V yah as, 
C h rist preached the Gospel o f the K ingd om , or the U n iversal 
M oral L a w s  or Y am  as.

S. T . K r i s h n a m a c h a r y a .



IMMENSE ANTIQUITY OF AMERICA.
NO. II.

T h e r e  w ere, scattered over the three A m ericas, rem n an ts of 
departed civilizations, about which the natives d iscovered  

b y  E uropean s knew  little or nothing. Som e of these m onum ents 
betoken an extrem e age. C oncern ing those in  C entral A m erica  
B aldw in  s a id : 1

No well-considered theory of these ruins can avoid the conclusion that 
most of them are very ancient, and that, to find the origin of the civilization 
they represent, we must go far back into the “ deeps of antiquity” . . . .

I refer to it (Catlin’s Lifted and Subsided Hocks of America) on account 
of the very great antiquity it claims for the ancient American civilization. It 
represents that the advanced human development whose crumbling monu
ments are studied at Cop&n, Mitla, and Palenque antedate everything else in 
the human period of our globe, excepting, perhaps, an earlier time of barbar
ism and pastoral simplicity ; that its history goes back through all the misty 
ages of prehistoric time to an unknown date previous to the beginning of such 
civilization in any part of the Old World. It is hardly possible to make it 
more ancient.

From  this it would seem  that A m erica , ra th er than India, 
furn ished the cradle. The' traditions of the people go  back quite 
a w ays. A ccord in g to l ’A bbd B rasseu r de B ou rb ou rg

These traditions, traces of which are also to be met with in Mexico, Cen
tral America, Peru, and Bolivia, point to the conclusion that man existed in 
these various countries at the time of the upheaval of the Cordilleras, and that 
the memory of that upheaval has been preserved.

T h at such an event m ust h ave taken place in a rem ote a g e  is 
b est understood b y  the geologist. N adaillac w as w illin g  to adm it 
that “ U ndoubtedly A m erica  bears w itness to a  venerable p a s t” , 
“ w ith ou t” , he sa id ,’

Admittting the claims of some recent authors, who are of the opinion that 
when Europe was inhabited by wandering savages, whose only weapons were 
roughly-hewn stone, America was peopled by men who built cities, raised 
monuments, and had attained to a high degree of culture.

T u rn in g  now to recognized geo logy, w e find m an g iv en  place 
in A m erica  in the P liocene— perhaps the M iocene— age, as great 
an antiquity as he is assigned in the Old W orld. In  Californ ia, a  
portion of which, according to the Secret Doctrine,* belonged to

1 Ancient America, p.
2 Arch, del'Exp . Scientifique du Mexigue, vol. i, p. 95.
8 Prehistoric America, p. 13.
4 Vol. ii, p. 328.



A tlan tis, n u m erou s d iscoveries h ave been m ade which show  man 
to h ave lived in  th at region  in the m ost rem ote tim es. A  fossil 
skull w as found deep under the base o f T a b le  M ountain in C ala
ve ras county, the whole m ountain h av in g  been form ed since the 
m an to whom  it belonged died. T h is  is, as said b y  Prof. W in- 
c h e l l : 1

By far the best authenticated instance of Pliocene man which has been 
brought to light. There is only a presumption which weighs against i t ; the 
skull is not inferior to that of existing races.

B u t as he acknow ledged, presum ption mu,st not be arrayed  
against fadt. P ro f. W hitney, who m ade th is d iscovery  to becom e 
so w ell known, said in an address at C am bridge, M ass., A p r il 27, 
18 7 8 :

So far as human and geological evidence can go, there is no question but 
the skull was found under Table Mountain, and is of Pliocene age.

In  1872 he had w ritten :*

Evidence is now accumulated to such extent that I feel no hesitation in 
saying that we have now unequivocal proofs of the existence of man on the 
Pacific Coast prior to the glacial period, prior to the period of the mastodon 
and the elephant, at a time when animal and vegetable life were entirely dif
ferent from what they are now, and since which a vertical erosion has taken 
place . . . .  Rest assured that the Calaveras county skull is not an isolated 
fact, but that I have a whole series of well-authenticated cases of the finding, 
in the same geological position, of either human remains or objects of human 
workmanship.

In  a  le<5ture d elivered  at M anchester, in Ju n e , 1879, Mr. H . A . 
A llb u tt, H on orary  M em ber of the R o y a l A n thropological Society, 
stated the fo llow ing :

Near New Orleans, in one part of the modern delta, in excavating for gas
works, a series of beds, almost wholly made up of vegetable matter, were dug 
through. In the excavation, at a depth of sixteen feet from the upper surface, 
and beneath four buried forests, one on top of the other, the laborers discov
ered some charcoal and the skeleton of a man, the cranium of which was 
reported to be that of the type of the aboriginal Red Indian race. To this 
skeleton Dr. Dowler ascribed an antiquity of some 50,000 years.

H e afterw ard s reduced the figure to 12,000 ; but on the other 
hand, L y e ll  believes the M ississippi to h ave flowed a long its pres
ent course fo r m ore than a  hundred thousand y e a rs ,’ so the fo r
m er estim ate m ay yet be dem onstrated as the m ore corre6t. S ays 
Prehistoric A m erica :'

1 Pre-Adamites* p. 428.
a Pevue d'Artthrop.y 1872, p. 760.

* Second Visit to the United States, vol. ii, p. 188.

4 P. 477-



A m ongst the most ancient hum an relics discovered on A m erican soil m ay 

be ranked a  skull brought to light by the works of a railw ay n e a r D enver. . .

E v eryth ing  points to the conclusion th a t this skull dates from  the sam e [  paleo

lithic ]  period................. T his m an lived in the m idst of glaciers.

One of the most interesting discoveries— to the Theosophist, 
at least— was that of the gigantic footprints found during an ex
cavation at Carson, Nevada, mentioned in Secret Doctrine, vol. ii, 
p. 755. Two of them, besides a fa c  simile of the whole, were on 
exhibition in the Anthropological Building at the World’s Fair, 
and are undoubtedly human footprints, as any candid observer 
will admit. Someone assigned to them an antiquity of over 750,
000 years, which is a much greater age than ever before assigned 
by our geologists to any human relic. B. B. Redding said :

If  it is ever proven they are hum an relics, th ey  will actually upset all the 

scientific theories as to th e  age of m an upon th e  earth.

They will upset such theories as to the size of that prehistoric 
man as well, and vindicate the Secrct Doctrine, for the footprints 
are 18 inches long by 8 inches in width, representing proportion
ately twice the size of the man of to-day. The only conceivable 
reason why they have not been frankly judged human footprints 
is on account of their size. Thus it is but a matter of prejudice, 
for had they been only nine inches long, no such doubt would 
have arisen. However, if a giant, his stride was seemingly not 
much longer than that of the man of to-day, but it is possible 
that he was only strolling along. The pressure of the foot is too 
plain to give rise to the supposition that he had on large footgear. 
About a half-dozen such tracks going in one direction, with the 
right- and left-footedness plainly marked, ought to be convincing. 
Nor is it possible to say that he (or she) was walking on a sur
face that caved in, thus making the appearance of large feet, for 
there are hyena foot-tracks alongside which are not thus enlarged. 
There are also tracks of an elephaut, about which Prof. H. W Hark- 
ness said :

T h ere  can be no doubt about th eir character.

Nor should there have been any about the human footprints ; 
and since on the fifteenth of last August over a dozen more 
admittedly-human footprints— though smaller ones— have been 
found in the same excavation, it puts this point out of discussion.

Turning to Central America, we have Dr. Brinton say in g:1
T h e  discovery of hum an footprints in volcanic rocks near the shore of 

L ake M anagua, N icaragua, in circum stances which seem ed to  assign to them 
a  rem ote antiquity, has been announced for several years.

1 Proc. Amer. Philosophical Society, vol. x x iv , No. 126, p. 437.



The discoverer, Dr. E. Flint, by means of a diagram shows a 
vertical sedtion of the quarry in which they were found, and gives 
his decision that1

T he eruptions covering the southw est slope, and the disturbance caused by 

one along the ocean beach, elevating the coast range, afford us indisputable 

evidence of Pliocene man.

Brinton adds that “ there can be no doubt of these being 
genuine footprints" ; and that, since they indicate the use of san
dals or moccasins, they “ cannot be assigned to the earliest stages 
of human culture”.

South America furnished some excellent evidences of the 
great antiquity of the “ N ew ” World aborigine. Under the 
guano (sea-fowl deposits) on the Peruvian islands at a depth of 
thirty to sixty feet were found idols, water-pots, mummies, gold 
and silver ornaments, vases, etc., while, as estimated, “ the accu
mulation of the preceeding three hundred years since the con
quest had formed only a few lines in thickness”. ’ Commenting 
on this, H .P.B. sa id :’

If  we confine ourselves to a  strictly arithm etical calculation, then, allow
in g  twelve lines to an inch an d  twelve inches to a  foot, an d  allowing one line 

to every century, we are  forced to believe th a t the people who m ade these pre

cious gold vases lived 864,000 years ago ! L eave an am ple m argin for errors, 

a n d  give two lines to a  ccntury — say an  inch to every hundred  years — and 

■we will yet have 72,000 years back, a  civilization which — if we judge by its 
public works, the durability  of its constructions, an d  the g ran d eu r of its build

in g s — equalled, an d  in some things certainly surpassed, our own.

The subjedl of one of the most ancient human relics found in 
South America was discussed at the Eighth International Con
gress of Americanists, held in Paris in 1890.*

Dr. J. V illanova described a  fossil m an found by M. Carlos in the valley of 

the river de la  P lata, associated with or near to a  skeleton of a  m egatherium .
.................Dr. Villanova has studied the question of fossil m an in tim es of

high antiquity  as probably no other Spaniard  and b u t few others in all the 

world have ever done.

The Secret Doctrine agrees with Prof. Orton in his decision 
that*

Geology and  archteology are  com bining to prove th a t S orata  an d  Chim bo

razo have looked down upon a  civilization far more ancient than th a t of the 

Incas, an d  perhaps coeval w ith the flint-flakes of Cornwall an d  the shell- 

m ounds of D enm ark. On the shores of L ake T iticaca are extensive ruins

> Ibid, p . 443

* D r . H e a th  : Kansas City Review 0) Science and Industry, N o v .,  1878.

■ Theosophist, v u l, i,  p . 16 1.

4 American Naturalist, A u g . 1893, p. 758.

•  The Andes and the Amazon, p. 109.



which an ted ate  th e  advent of Manco Capac, an d  m ay be as venerable as th e  
lake-dwellers of Geneva. W ilson has traced six terraces in going up from  th e  

sea through the province of E sm eraldas tow ard Quito, an d  u n d ern eath  th e  

living forest, w hich is older th an  the Spanish Conquest, m any gold, co p p er, 

an d  stone vestiges of a  lost population w ere found. In  all cases these relics 
are situated below the high-tide m ark, in a  bed of m arine sedim ent, from  

which he infers th a t this p a rt of the country form erly stood h igher th a n  th e  

sea. If  this be true, v ast indeed m ust be the antiquity  of these rem ains, fo r th e  

upheaval an d  subsidence of the coast are  exceedingly slow.

As explained more fully by Baldwin : ’ '
T his refers to the discoveries m ade on the coast of E q u ad o r in i860, by- 

Jam es S. W ilson, Esq. A t various points along this coast he found “ a n 
cient or fossil pottery, vessels, im ag es”, and other m anufactured articles, all 

finely w rought. Some of these articles were m ade of gold. T h e  m ost rem ark

able fact connected with them  is th a t they were taken from a  “ stratu m  
of ancient surface e a r th ”, which w as covered w ith a  m arine deposit 

six feet thick. T he geological form ation w here these rem ains w ere found is 

reported to be “ as old as th e  drift s tra ta  of E u ro p e” an d  “ identical w ith th a t 
of G uayaquil in which bones of the mastodon are m et w ith ”. T h e  ancient 

surface-earth or vegetable mould, with its pottery, gold-work, an d  o th er relics 

of civilized life, w as therefore below the sea, w here th e  m arine deposit was 

spread over it. T his land, a fte r being occupied by m en, h ad  subsided  an d  
settled  below the ocean, rem ained there long enough to  accum ulate th e  m arine 

deposit, an d  again  been elevated to its form er position above the sea-leveL 

Since this elevation, forests have been established over it  which are  older th a n  
the Spanish Conquest, and now it  is once more subsiding.

A ssum ing the facts to be as Mr. Wilson reports ( an d  they have not been 

called in q u estio n ) ,  it follows tha£ there w as hum an civilization to a  certain  

extent in South A m erica a t the tim e of the older stone age of W estern  E urope

......................T he fact th a t m ay be considered in connection w ith a n o th er

m e n t io n e d ...................... .....  nam ely, th a t the m ost ancient fau n a on th is
continent, m an probably included, is th a t of South America.

Thus the voice of geology proclaims it impossible (granting 
man’s age on earth no greater than the accepted theory) to show  
that the first American people came from India. It is quite plain 
to the Theosophist that the only theory which will extricate our 
archteologists from their difficulties, when dealing with the prob
lem of the peopling of the New World, is that of the sunken 
Atlantis, which H .P.B . took up so much room iu the Secret Doc
trine to prove. J o h n  M. P ry se .

* Ancient America , pp. 274-275.

N o t e  to a rtic le  “ T h e  L e tte r  to the B ra h m a n s  ”  on p a g e  385.

The report of the new revised constitution of 1894 prints am ong the affiliations with 
the Theosophical Society a  m emoranda of resolutions passed in M ay, 1887, by  the Bharat 
Dharm a Mahamandala, held at H ardw ar, expressing sym pathy with the Theosophical 
Society. T hat w as a sim ilar m eeting to the one reported b y  Brother Laheri for Novem ber, 
1803, bu* ^ e  two are far apart as to time.



THE LETTER TO THE BRAHMANS.

IN April, 1893,' an open letter to the Brahmans was sent by 
William Q. Judge. It called them “ Brahmans of India”, be

cause its writer holds that there are Brahmans of the past now living 
in Western bodies, and because the term “ Brahman" more prop
erly refers in reality to character than to birth. Copies of the 
letter were sent all over the T .S. in India. Many criticisms were 
offered, but none were received pointing to the addition of the 
■words “ of India”. The letter was translated into Sanscrit, Ben
gali, and Hindi, and in that form was sent all over India.

Although some F .T .S ., without corresponding with the Brah
mans to whom the letter was directed, said that it was needless 
and that no idea existed among the orthodox Brahmans that the 
T .S . favored Buddhism as against other religions, and although 
the sender of the letter was chided for it, yet the many letters 
from the Brahmans who are not in the T. S. all state how glad 
they were to hear definitely that the T. S. was not to be con
founded with a Buddhist propaganda. These letters are in Sans
crit, Hindi, Bengali, and English, and may easily be seen at New  
York.

In the second place the letter aroused discussion of an important 
point, for in the West the idea is prevalent that the T. S. is a 
Buddhist propaganda, and T .S. lecturers have to constantly com
bat this false notion. It is essential that the public shall not 
misconstrue us and say that because some dodrines given by 
Theosophists are Buddhistic therefore the Society is also.

So, carrying out the idea of this Letter to the Brahm ans, Bro. 
Rai B. K. Laheri of Ludhiana, India, himself a Brahman and an 
F. T. S ., went to the great Bharat Dharma ^landala held at Delhi 
in  November, 1893, by the orthodox Brahman pundits, and laid 
before them the letter referred to. They discussed it and the 
T .S ., and he reports that they passed resolutions to help the T .S ., 
and showed they were satisfied that the Society is not a Buddhist 
propaganda. They then separated for their homes, to carry the 
letter and their own ideas thereon to the remotest corner of 
orthodox India. This result will of itself justify the letter. 
Western readers will the better understand when they know that 
this Mandala is a great orthodox Brahmanical gathering. They 
will see that the T. S. cannot afford to shut its eyes to the fa<5t 
that some millions of Hindus do not use English, in which so

J See Path  of May, 1893.



much of our literature is written, and that it might be well if we 
could in some way spread our work among’ them.

The vernacular work of Bellary members is in line with this. 
It was brought up at last Indian Convention, but so far as the  
T.S. is concerned it is now in the hands of a committee. Bros. 
Jagannathiah and Swaminathiah hope to be successful in the 
Bellary work. Bro. Laheri also will work to the same end, and 
many Americans are willing to help with needed money. It would 
be perfectly competent for the American Sedtion to raise funds for 
a work that might result in awakening a great current in India, 
leading to a revival of interest among Hindus themselves, to a 
looking up of MSS. both paper and palm leaf, to that change in 
India herself which must come so as to supplement fully the 
Western adtivity and devotion.

Brahmans are poor. They are disheartened. No one helps them. 
Old MSS. lie rotting away. Despair is around many a Brahman who 
formerly had pupils whom he fed, for now he cannot feed himself. 
Western glitter of invention and materialistic thought has drawn 
off the young, and some hand must be stretched out to help until 
the willing ones there are able to help themselves. Such help 
will be given, and even the letter to Brahmans has aroused a hope 
in the breast of many a man in India. Any one wishing to aid 
in the matter can address the General Secretary American Sedtion, 
or Bro. R. B. K. Laheri, Ludhiana, Punjab, India.

i t t l e  E d i t h  is a beautiful child, merry and loving, and pos
sessed of a thoughtfulness far beyond her years. At the 

time that the following account came to me, she was only six years

As in the case of Antonina, her ordinary childish mood is 
sometimes exchanged for one of a different charadter, in which 
she gives utterance to thoughts which her elders do not under
stand. None of her family know anything of Theosophy, and are 
apt to be alarmed, as well as puzzled, at the child’s propensity to 
•‘romance”. Her grandmother vouches for the truth of what 
follows, having written down the words as they were spoken.

When Edith was asked why she persisted in calling her mother 
“ Mamma Grace,” she replied, “ Why, don’t you know? She isn’t 
the only mamma I ever had. I have been here a great many

A CHILD WHO LIVED BEFORE.

old.



times before, and have had different mammas. But I was told I 
didn’t have to came back to this planet any more. ”

“ Who told you, Edith?”
“ Why, Twin-Soul, of course! When Twin-Soul knows a 

thing, it is just the same as my knowing it .”
“ Who »'j Twin-Soul? Is it a boy or a girl?”
With an utterly disgusted expression (no wonder!) the child 

replied, “ Oh, I can’t make you understand. Twin-Soul is the 
other me o f  me, and it isn’t a boy or a girl either, but just as if you 
were to say—well, ‘George-Caroline,’ right quick, together, and 
that is as near as I can tell you. Twin-Soul knows all about 
Venus. The people there, but they are not really people, you 
know, like we are, only I don’t know what else to call them, are 
beautiful and shiny. You can see right through them, and they 
never say only what they m ean! They don’t live in houses, and 
there isn’t anything black there. We wouldn’t know what it 
meant, because there isn’t any such th ing.”

Walking with her mother, they met a man with an ugly, sin
ister expression, and the child, shaking her head sadly, looked up 
and said, “ I am afraid that man will have to come back a great 
many times, mamma Grace, before he gets that look out of his 
face. ”

Being shown some pigs one day she gave a little shudder and 
said, “ Well, that puts me in mind of Limbus, and I don’t like 
Limbus. ”

Of course she w as' immediately importuned to tell what she 
meant by “ Limbus,” and she answered that it was the place 
where there were “ just shapes of things, animals and everything 
else you can think of, some of them, oh! just horrible! I was 
there once and saw it all, but I never want to go again."

Edith is very dainty about her food; never touches meat, and 
lives principally upon bread and milk and fruit. One night at 
tea there were hot rolls upon the table, but no other bread. When 
the meal was about half over the hostess suddenly looked around 
and said to the waitress:

“ You had better bring some bread.”
Little Edith broke into a merry laugh, and shaking her small

forefinger at Mrs. L------ , said, “ Thought is one, Auntie! I was
wishing for that bread!”

It would be interesting to watch such a child expand in sur
roundings congenial to her nature, and among people whose quick 
sympathy and intelligent comprehension would assist instead of 
hampering the child in expressing her inmost thoughts. But



Karma has decreed otherwise, and we can but hope that in the 
coming years “ Twin-Soul” will never seem less to little Edith 
than the“ other me o f  me." L. H. F.

SOMETHING FOR CHILDREN.

TH E R E  is an old apple tree in my yard with branches that 
come so close to the ground that any little boy can climb 

into it without any trouble. It is stripped of its leaves now and 
looks quite bare. But in June, just before it is time for the apples 
to get ripe, you will find that the tree is full of leaves and foliage. 
If you hunt in the grass under the apple tree you will find little 
apples that have already turned red and look good enough to eat; 
but if you turn them over, you will find a little hole in each apple. 
Of course you know what made those holes— worms. These little 
red apples once hung up there with the green ones, but they 
would not wait to grow. They left their mamma branch and 
came down here into the world to seek their fortune. They 
wanted to grow big in a hurry. But pretty soon along came the 
worms that are waiting for just this kind of apples. The worms 
crawled into their little hearts, and now they are bitter and fit 
for nothing. They are bad apples. But those green apples up 
on the tree are going to stay there and grow slow and true. That 
is the only way to be a good sweet apple, and that is the only way 
to get to be a good man or woman. The boy who smokes or chews 
or swears to appear like a man is opening his heart to the worm 
of evil habit that will make his life bitter, like those worthless 
red apples. Whenever we get in a hurry for our legs to touch the 
floor from the rocking chair, let us remember these apples that 
were in a hurry to reach the ground. W. E. M.

( A  Lotus Circle S ch o lar.) ■

CORRESPONDENCE.
A CHILD ON REINCARNATION.

Dear Mr. Judge :—
T his is a  true story and may be useful, I have a  d aughter now ju s t five 

years old,whom I have taught an d  brought up m yself an d  to whom no one h as 
spoken of reincarnation or of form er lives. She has alw ays insisted  th a t she 

lived before. One day she an d  I w ere w alking over 5a stretch  of prairie , and 
she was skipping and  running  about as we went. Coming back to  m y side she 
took my hand, and here is w hat she said:



“  Mamma, ideas come into  m y head like th is — I see two m am m as; I see 
you an d  1 see ano th er one ju s t like you. 1 say to myself, ‘ No, th a t cannot be; 

th is  is m y m am m a and  1 hold her hand. I see the other one in m y mind, an d  

sh e  is ju s t the same. How can th a t b e ? ’ ”

" W h a t pu t th a t idea into your h e a d ?” , an d  she replied:
“ N othing p u t it there. Ideas like th a t come into m y head. I w as not 

th in k in g  about an y th in g  when I saw you and  another ju st like you w alking at 
y o u r side.”

A t o ther tim es she said, “  I have lived a  long, long time ago w hen I was 

a  grown up lady, knew everything, and travelled all over the world, long be
fore I w as bom  a  baby th is tim e.”

I m ay say th a t I have not tau g h t the child an y  of the conventional notions 

o f religion, nor have I repressed her w ith fears of hell or o ther degrading 

th in g s, bu t a t  the sam e time she h as not been hearing any conversation on re

incarnation o r any m atter like it, an d  has had no ideas from others on which 

sh e  m ight weave a  structure from im agination. I reg ard  it as possibly a  recol

lection of some other life definitely. P.

S y d n e y ,  December j/s/, 181)4.
T h e  E d i t o r  P a t h :

Dear Sir:—Since last report work h as been progressing steadily in Sydney 

a n d  th e  m em bership increasing both of League an d  Branch.
T he form er has ju s t com pleted a  series of twelve S unday evening lectures, 

g iven  b y  B rothers W illans, Peell, Gulliver, and  M artyn to fair audiences.

T he fortnightly debates have been kept up an d  are  well attended. W e 

hope to commence th e  new  year with larger room s for which we are  now in 
treaty .

B rother Chappell, late of San Francisco, has left us a fte j tw elve months' 

useful m em bership for Ckristchurch, New Zealand.
Yours fraternally,

F. H. M a r t y n .

T i t e r a r y  ]\]o t e 5 .
J a n u a r y  T h e o s o p h i s t .  “ Old D iary L eaves X X II” is of H .P .B .'s  socia 

life in New York after the first in terest in the T .S . had  subsided an d  the Found 

ers w ere left as alm ost its sole representatives. Col. O lcott in tim ates th a t th  

p resen t series of rem iniscences is nearly  ended, but th a t a  second is possible, to 

cover rem oval to  India  and the experiences there. If the second is, as it may well 
be, the peer of the earlier p a rt of the first, Theosophists will clam or for its im m edi

ate  com m encem ent. “ Sepharial” contributes “ T he Horoscope of A nnie Besant” , 

which includes a  prediction th a t she will die in 1907. Some details are  singu

larly  accurate, not all; an d  it m ay be th a t she will escape death in th a t year as 

she a lready  h as d an g er from w ater and from “ large q u ad ru p ed s”. “ Violets 

a t  the Neck and T hree B ars” is a  stran g e psychological story, apparently  true 
an d  certainly  very well told. Mrs. B esant gives a  p aper on “ S pirituality", 

practical, tender, an d  glowing. Prof. Manila! N. Dvivedi in a  learned discus

sion of “ T he D octrine of M aya” com bats the theory advanced by a  w riter in



N ovem ber Theosophist. In  the S upplem ent is a  full report of the proceedings 

a t the eighteenth  A nniversary  of the T .S . T he num ber of living B ranches is 

322.—rA-P-]

J a n u a r y  L u c i f e r ,  if a  trifle heavy, contains some excellent m atter. Mrs. 

B esant’s lecture on the Indian steam er upon “ India, her P ast and h er F u tu re ' 

w as fortunately taken down on the spot, and the first half is given here. I t 

m ay be th a t the infatuation for In d ia  am ong some Theosophists tends to  repel 
by its im m oderation the rem ainder, bu t all m ust be charm ed an d  thrilled  by 

such an exponent. Dr. H artm ann's “  Esoteric T eaching” , besides its intrinsic 

w orth, is welcome because of its w arm  w ords for H .P.B . Mr. M ead's “ T ru e  

Self-R eliance” is largely of U panishadic excerpts, and therefore not overly 

intelligible. E ven th a t stu rd y  believer in the doctrine th a t a  passage m u st have 

sound m eaning if w ritten  in Sanscrit some thousands of years ago is staggered  

a t the following an d  shakes his head a  little sadly: “ W hereas, should a  m an 

m ake w ere it bu t a  stom ach within It, then fear arises for him. T his is ever a  

te rro r for him who knows and ponders upon it ”. Clearly the only safety  from 
such terror is for the prud en t am ong us to refrain  from endow ing “ I t " w ith any 

trace of digestive apparatus, and resolutely to w ithstand every tem ptation to 

either know or ponder thereupon. In “ Practical Proof of R eem bodim ent" 

Mr. John M. Pryse, whose personal attractiveness is now being supplem ented 
by literary  work, gives several rem arkable cases of clear reincarnation; an d  in 

“ T h e  Unconscious T endency of M odern T hought in the Direction of Theoso

p h y ” J .P .H . illustrates his them e. T he reviews a re  of course good: they 
alw ays a r e ; bu t have a  som ewhat subdued strain, less exhilarating th an  when 
the review er's sprightliness is “ on ta p " , so to speak.—[A .F .J

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S i f t i n g s ,  Vol. VI, No. 1 3 ,  by S .  G. P. Coryn, learnedly t r e a t s  

“ T he Z odiac”, and a t th e  close gives some most interesting figures show ing 

th e  exact proportion, in total precessional years of the equinox, of the four 

Y ugas, as well as certain concordances of astronomical facts connected w ith 
these precessional years. I t  is excellently well w ritten.—[A .F .]

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S i f t i n g s ,  Vol. V I, No. 15, is upon “ C hristian R osenkreuz 

an d  the R osicrucians” by W. W ynn W estcott. T h e  author, speaking of the 

Fama Fraternitatis, says: “ C ertainly no book th a t has been prin ted  w ithin the 

last fifty years h as created one tithe of the flutter, in the world of the learned, 

th a t was caused by this th irty-three page L atin pam phlet, published in G er

m any in 1614". T hen follow an account of Rosenkreuz and th e  discovery of 
his rem ains in the vault in 1584, a  sketch of the book, and the rules of th e  F ra 

ternity. Mr. W estcott speaks of the present E nglish Society of Rosicrucians 
a s  a  Masonic body, studying the old Rosicrucian books and  their connection 
w ith M asonry, and  w arns against the supposition th a t its m em bers claim either 

secret wisdom or magical arts, but so phrases the w arning as not a t all to repu

diate the actual possession of both. T he paper closes with an analogy between 

the original prom ulgation of Rosicrucianism and the establishm ent of the T . S .  

and the E .S . Thom as Taylor’s “ Platonic Philosopher’s C reed" is th e  other 
paper in this issue of Siftings.—[A. F .]

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S i f t i n g s ,  Vol. VI, No. 16, contains “ Man and his C reators ’• 

by C harlotte E . Woods, and “ Epidem ics from the Theosophical S tandpoint ”, the 
la tte r a  reprin t of a  good, though inadequate, article from the '1heosophist. 
B ut th e  form er is n o t good. I t  is a  mere abstract from the Secret Doctrine,



a n d  of th a t unreflecting, unintelligent type which swallows w ords as if ideas 

a n d  reproduces them  still undigested. I t  is not surprising th a t a  w riter who 

says th a t “ m an is in his entirety  the U niverse itself” should on the same page 

speak of a  river as “journeying tow ards its so u rce”.—[A .F .]

T h e  B u d d h i s t  R a y  is published in California and  misnam ed. I t  certain 

ly  violates the laws of B uddha and  Buddhism , in th a t its colum ns are  filled with 

d iatrib es against those it dislikes, including such a  fam ous B uddhist as Col. Ol

cott, P resid en t T .S . B uddhists should not abuse and vilify those of other 

faiths, an d  surely n o t their coreligionists. D harm apala is a  real B u d d h ist a  
m em ber of the T .S ., an d  yet this Californian pew ter B uddhist abuses m ost 

roundly in an  article full of lying statem ents the Society D harm apala supports 

a n d  the wom an Blavatsky—now dead—whom he reverences. C ertainly Bud
d h a 's  prophecy of old th a t his religion would be. corrupted and then counter 

feited  is being fulfilled in California. W ho is this soi disant B uddhist editor 

anyw ay ?

T h e  A u s t r a l  T h e o s o p h i s t  has appeared, the Jan u ary  num ber being its 

opening. T h e  cover is carefully designed w ith effective an d  significant symbo 

lism , all of which is fully explained in the editorial. “  W hat T heosophy offers” 

gives a  raison d'itre  for th e  m agazine : Mrs. B esant despicts the Parliam ent 

of R e l ig io n s  and also in “ A  W ord of G reetin g ” describes in the sw eetest 

sp irit an d  the wisest term s w hat is the true policy of a  Theosophical periodical; 

a  very b ad  picture of Mrs. I. C. O akley accompanies a  good sketch of h e r ; a  

p aper read  by Mr. Jam es Sm ith before th e  Victorian Theosophic L eague 
tre a ts  of “ A P lurality  of E xistences"; “ W ar in O ly m p u s” by H .P .B . is re

prin ted  from the Theosophist; Mrs. O akley tells of “ Theosophy a t the W orld’s 

F a ir ” . D oubtless local Theosophical item s will m ultiply as the m agazine 

settles to work. I t  h as an  enorm ous an d  a  rich field in A ustralasia, and w ords 

of greeting—no less sincere though less eloquent than Mrs. Besant's—go to it 

from  its far-off co-laborers in M adras, London, and New York. T h ere  

are  sixteen pages, and the subscription price in A ustralasia is six shillings. 

T h e  office is a t 117 Collins street, M elbourne. A ustralia.

M o d e r n  M y s t i c s  a n d  M o d e r n  M a g ic ,  by A rth u r Lillie, contains short ac

counts of Swedenborg, Boehme, M adam e Guyon, and  the Illum inati, the rest of 

the book being a  m inute transcrip t of S tainton Moses’ spiritualistic experiences, 
w ith a  little about M adam e Blavatsky. I t  is not absolutely w orthless, for some 

of its biographical facts are  otherwise, and it m ay not alw ays be as inaccurate 

as in the date  given for the founding of th e  Theosophical Society. B ut it is 

jerky, disconnected, ram bling, w ith no apparent purpose, an d  seem s more like 

an incoherent jum ble of w hatever came into the the w riter’s thought th an  a 

serious treatise  by one who either knew facts or had any use for them. I t  

read s a t  tim es like the rem arks of Mr. F .’s A unt in Little Dorrit. Of course 
th e  m isconceptions of T heosophy m ay be only from ignorance or carelessness, 
b u t the g eneral quality  of the book suggests a  hurried  effort to g e t som ething 

•on the m arket, not for instruction or fam e or even profit—since the book can 

hardly  sell, b u t for relief from feverish im pulse to w rite, no m atter w hat or 

how .—[A .F .]

O c c u l t  S c i e n c e  in  M e d ic in e ,  Franz H artm ann, M . D. Dr. H artm ann 

has selected a  g ran d  topic, one of m easureless im portance a t this epoch of re

aw akening faith  in th e  realities of the unseen. Y et justice forces the adm is
sion th a t his treatm ent is little m ore th an  repetition of the thought th a t knowl



edge on unm aterial planes is essential to a  true physician an d  th a t a  tru e  phy
sician m ust be spiritually enlightened. V aluable ideas appear here an d  there, 

th e  p urport of the work is entirely correct, the various analyses are  good, and 

each position is sustained by a  quotation from Paracelsus, but now here is clear 

explicit explication given or a  subject firmly dissected. U nlike the pains-taking, 

close thought of G erm ans, it is French in its talk around and  about a  subject. 

W henever is expected real statem ent of w hat Occult Science is, an d  how it 
should be used in M edicine, and w hat specific changes are  to  be m ade in prac

tice, and  wherein the present curriculum  is to  be enlarged, and w here right 

m ethods are to be found, any a ttem p t to expound is disclaimed. So th a t the 

book is really  little more than a  series of observations upon the im portance 

of spiritually-m inded p h ysicians; very sound, very healthful, w orthy of uni 

versal welcome, b u t not satisfying the appetite  w hetted  by th e  title. P age 75 

has not been carefully w ritten, for one of the grades of “  Fideles (A depts)” is 

said to be “ Dunces, pretenders, and fra u d s ” ! “ The Physician of the F u tu re ” 

gave opportunity  for a  splendid concluding chapter, b u t only an opportunity. 
Still, w hatever the inadequacy of Dr. H artm an n ’s work, it sounds out vigor
ously the essential tru th s of Theosophy, insisting on K arm a and  R eincarna
tion, the pow er of T hought, the reality of the supersensual world, the per
vading action of Spirit, and the constitution of N ature as expressing the wisdom 
of its D ivine O riginal.—[A .F .]

Th e S to ry  o f th e New GosrEL o f Interpretation, Edward Maitland. 
Belief that one has been selected, trained, enlightened, commissioned to voice 
a direct message from the Supreme Being to humanity seems of necessity im
probable and very likely a delusion ; nor has acceptance of the New Gospel 
been so large as to verify the purpose claimed. Yet the belief and the mission 
are not impossible, and certainly the strange experiences narrated, coupled with 
the singular purity, spirituality, and devotion of the two colaborers, Mrs. Kings- 
ford and Mr. Maitland, demonstrate more than sincerity, even if not conclu
sive as to teaching. The teaching was that religion was thereafter to be inter
preted by judgment and intuition, woman embodying the latter and hence 
being the crown of humanity, and it came by revelations mostly in sleep and 
trance, Daniel and St. John being the “ controlling angels". The spirits of 
departed relations also appeared visibly and spoke audibly, and the “ Gods 
themselves" sometimes indulged in “ playfulness". It sounds odd to hear 
that Hermes objected to hot foods and drinks as the worst abuse of heaven’s 
good gifts ; some interpretations of Biblical incidents seem fanciful rather 
than rational ; and the calm certainty that the two writers had received 
in plenitude truth never previously beheld save as through a glass, darkly, 
appears too strong ; but these things do not annul, perhaps hardly impair, the 
reverence and piety and spiritual insight patent through the work. Reincar
nation came to be believed in as an integral part of human evolution, and 
some admirable elucidations of it are given. There is an excellent distinction 
between Occultism and Mysticism, and the Theosophical Society is generously 
commended,— though Theosophists will scarcely grant that The Perfect Way 
“ forced the hands of the Masters” and brought about a relaxation of secrecy, 
nor that the author of Isis Unvei /ed  knew nothing of either Reincarnation or 
Karma. Even the excellent reasons given by Jesus (p. 154-5) why the high
est Initiates are not always reborn as women may not wholly cover the ground. 
Still, allowing for some extreme positions, the book is remarkable. If it does 
not convert the world it can elevate it, for it depicts two elevated souls, souls 
worthy to receive truth and to transmit it.— [ A .F .]



S e l e c t i o n s  f r o m  B u d d h a  is a  neat little book of fifty-two pages, prefaced 

w ith  a  statem ent th a t the extracts are  from the Life of Buddha translated  

from S anskrit into Chinese A .D . 420, and  thence into E nglish under supervis

ion of Max Muller. T he passages are of a high m oral an d  spiritual tone, but 

do not express any  specially strong thought or rise above very  m oderate in

tellectual level. Candidly, they are  commonplace. One ra th e r wonders to find 

B uddha saying th a t “ fear of birth, old age, disease, and death  led him to diso

bey and disregard  the extrem e kindness of his royal fa th er ”. A much higher 
idea of his m ental and religious outfit can be gotten from The Light of Asia. 
Does “ S am adhi" m ean ‘ fa i th ” ?—[A .F .] .

W h a t  is  co m m o n  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a n d  T h e o s o p h y  was the topic discussed 

in th e  A ryan Branch on Jan u ary  9th, and the P a t h  has determ ined to publish 

in  pam phlet form th e  papers then read. T hey are  by A lexander Fullerton, 

L eon L andsberg, H arrie  Steele Budd, and  W illiam Q. Jud g e, with some notes 

b y  Joseph H. Fussell. Due notice of issue will be given.

/V\irror°f the7V\p^enlerlt-
T h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  C e n t r e  in the eastern portion of New’ York City, 

which had been lying dormant for some time, has started up with renewed ac
tivity. A room has been rented for Friday evenings at Liberty Hall, East 
Houston Street. On the first Friday in every month a regular lecture is held. 
The other Friday evenings are devoted to discussions on such Theosophical 
subjects as the members and visitors show the most interest in.

Mr. B urcham H arding arrived in P ittsburg  Ja n u ary  28, an d  addressed 
th e  Branch on “ T heosophy”. W ednesday evening, Ja n u ary  31st. he spoke 
on “  Music and  Theosophy”. S aturday  afternoon, February  3d, Mr. H ard
ing gave a  general address a t a dinner tendered him by the Duquesne 
Club. S unday evening he lectured in the branch room s on the “ Practical 
E thics of T h eosophy”. T uesday  evening he gave a  lecture in Braddock, Pa., 
subject: “ How Theosophy solves the Problem s of L ife ”. W ednesday eve
ning, F ebruary  7th, he took part in the discussion a t the Branch on “ Spiritual 
A lchem y ” and also started  a  m ovem ent to form a  class in the Branch to study 
Mr. Ju d g e’s Ocean of Theosophy. F riday afternoon he addressed the W oman's 
C lub of P ittsburgh  on Theosophy an d  organized a class am ong the m em bers to 
stu d y  the Ocean of Theosophy. S aturday  evening, F ebruary  ioth, Mr. H ar
d ing  gave a  parlor talk in Idlewood, P a., and  organized a  class for study of 
Ocean of Trteosophy. S unday evening, F ebruary  11, he delivered a  lecture in 
th e  branch rooms on “ Theosophy and the B ible”. T his is all of the public 
w ork done, b u t does not include talks with mem bers, encouragem ent of all 
kinds, and general help in every direction. W e shall ask very soon for the 
loan of Miss Stabler. I see she has returned, and she is our god-m other, you 
know . Sincerely yours, S o p h i a  A. Macmillan, Secretary.

C l a u d e  F a l l s  W r i g h t  lectured a t A ryan Society on Sunday, Jan u ary  14, 
on “ T h e  T hinking  Man ” , T he sam e evening he left for Boston. On M onday 
an d  T uesday  he attended m eetings of m em bers there, and on W ednesday the 
17th lectured before the C am bridge Branch on “ O ccultism ”. T hursday  he 
left for Chicago to take tem porarily the place of Mrs. Thirds, Secretary of the 
C entral S tates Committee, who was forced to go to the country to recruit her 
health. On Sunday, Jan u ary  21, he lectured in the rooms of the Chicago 
Branch on “ T h e  Theosophical M ovem ent”. On W ednesday he attended the 
B ranch meeting. Saturday, Jan u ary  27th, he attended the Bhagavad-Gita 
class. Sunday, Ja n u a ry  28th, he lectured a t the N orth Side League on “ H .P.



B. and  the M asters". Monday, Jan u ary  29th, he held a  large m e e tin g  of 
Theosophists to propose some changes in m ethods of work an d  th e  like. 
W ednesday, Jan u ary  31st, he attended  and spoke a t the regular B rancli m e e t
ing. T hursday, Feb. is t, he atten d ed  a  m eeting of the Englewood bran ch . 
An attack  of Tonsilitis then prevented Bro. W right's lecturing until F e b ru a ry  
14th, when he discussed before the Chicago Branch “ T he Real B asis of A s
tro lo g y ”. T hursday, Feb. 15th, he attended  the Englewood branch m eetin g . 
Saturday evening February  17th, he organized an elocution class in th e  room s 
of the Society, and  on Sunday, F ebruary  18th, he lectured publicly on 
“ Symbolism ”,

A r y a n  T.S. S unday evening lectures in F ebruary  were : 4th, The Spirit
of the Ages, Joseph H. Fussell; n th ,  Cycles, W illiam Q. Judge: iS th, Eso
teric Isltim, M ahom et Alex. R. W ebb; 25th, Significance of Dreams, Miss 
K. Hillard.

B r o o k l y n  T .S. had Sunday evening lectures in February: 4th, Cycles, 
Wm. Q. Judge; n th ,  Witchcraft, Leon L andsberg; 18th, The Spirit of the 
Age, Alex. Fullerton; 25th, The Spirit of the Ages. Joseph H. Fussell.

M u s k e g o n  T.S. has issued an excellent Syllabus of Discussions from Ja n 
uary to May, coupled with a brief statement of the purposes of the T .S . for 
general distribution. Open meetings are held Wednesday evenings.

Sioux F a l l s  T .S ., Sioux Falls, South Dakota, was chartered February 
ioth, with eight members. It ranks eighty-third on the American roll.

“  H .P .B .” T .S ., New York City, had Sunday evening lectures in February: 
4th, Wheel of the Law, Miss A nna M. Stabler; n th ,  The Spirit of the Age. 
A lexander Fullerton ; iSth, The Spirit of the Ages, Joseph H. Fussell ; 25th. 
Cycles, W illiam Q. Judge.

T he S i o u x  F a l l s  T . S . ,  chartered  only last m onth, has already established 
a  C irculating Theosophical L ibrary of fifty-seven books and issued a  neatly 
prin ted  card of rules and a  card of application. A public m eeting is held each 
T uesday evening, w hereat the attendance is good an d  the in terest m an ifest 
T he hall can seat about fifty, and has usually from twenty-five to tw enty-seven 
p re se n t T he free reading room is open every evening. T h e  branch has organized 
by the election as President of Dr. E g b ert George, an d  as S ecretary  of Mr. 
H arlan P. Pettigrew . Is not the W est g ra n d !

P o r t l a n d ,  M a in e ,  has been privileged w ith a  visit and  lectures from  the 
form er Secretary of the C am bridge T .S ., Miss M arguerite L. Guild, who found 
the town ripe for Theosophy, a  previous visiting Theosophist having spread 
the doctrine and excited interest. A Branch is already contem plated.

P A C IF IC  C O A S T  IT E M S .

B l a v a t s k y  H a l l ,  Los Angeles, h ad  Sunday evening lectures in F ebruary: 
4th, The Eye and the Heart Doctrine, Mrs. L. E. Giese; 11th, The Ministry 
of Pain, Mrs. H. A. Gibson; 18th, The Rise and Fall of Continents. Dr. G.
F. Mohn; 25th, States of Consciousness, F. N eubauer.

S e a t t l e  T .S. had S unday evening lectures in February: 4th, Duty to the 
Body, Dr. H. T. T urner; n th ,  Rise and Fall of Nations. T hom as A. Barnes; 
18th, “  That" that Reincarnates, A Student; 25th, The Races, Third, Fourth 
and Fifth, Mrs. A nna L. Blodgett.

W i l l a m e t t e  T .S ., Portland, O regon, had S unday evening lectures in  F eb 
ruary  : 4th, Why we ought to be Brothers, Mrs. L. £>. D urkee ; n th ,  Results 
of Theosophy, A. R. Read; iSth, The Social Question, Mrs. A. R. R ead; 
25th, Woman from a Theosophical Standpoint, A. R. R ead.

T h e  P a c i f i c  C o a s t  L e c t u r e r  visited Sanger, Calif., on Jan . 19th, an d , 
though a  “ revival of religion” was going on, had every sea t a t his lecture oc
cupied and a  num ber of callers the next day. Books were ordered an d  a  long 
account of the lecture w as given in the local Herald. In  Porterville two lec



tures were delivered in the City Hall, a reception given the lecturer, and quiz 
classes held. Here too a •‘revival" was going on, and a minister spoke of Dr. 
Griffiths as an “ agent of the Devil". The Devil seems to have selected his 
agent well, for the Dr's labors resulted in a new Branch with eighteen members.

P o r t e r v i l l e  T. S.. Porterville, Calif., was chartered Feb. 13th, and ranks 
eighty fourth on the American roll. The President-elect is Bro. Elum C. Miles, 
Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, and the Secretary-elect Mrs. 
Nellie M. Baker. The ground had been well and zealously prepared by Bro. 
Miles before Dr. Griffiths's lectures.

Los A n g f . l e s  T.S. has been doing good work, especially in lectures, the 
distribution of leaflets, and the circulation of Library books. The Sunday 
evening lectures continue large and productive of interest, numerous quest
ions, sometimes between twenty and thirty, being handed in at the close. The 
Friday evening Discussion Class seems especially beneficial; fmm it the seven 
new members have come. It is quite informal, and every one is free to ask 
questions, and is quite at home. The Key to Theosophy is text-book.

T h e  P u g e t  S o u n d  L e a g u e  o f  T h e o s o p h i c a l  W o r k e r s  is very thoroughly 
organized, and its report for 1S93 is most honorable. It procured the delivery 
o f seventy eight lectures on fifty lour topics to 1494 hearers in twelve towns, 
besides missionizing five others, and had many articles admitted to the press. 
Victoria, B.C., is seeking a suitable hall for public meetings.

G o l d e n  G a t e  L o d g e  has adopted the course of holding closed Branch 
meetings for better study and for bringing forward new and younger speakers 
to relieve the over-worked elders. Past T .S . work begins to tell and demands 
increase of trained workers, The Mid-Winter Fair, which will run until July 
5th. has an auxiliary Tcnown as the “ Mid-Winter Fair Congress", including a 
Congress of Religions, and the Pacific Coast Committee has applied for dates at 
which to present Theosophy. The two subjects mentioned are “ The basic 
truths underlying all religions, these being identical”  and “ These truths pro
claiming the Brotherhood of Man as a universal law of Nature". They will 
include the sub-divisions of Theosophic doctrine. The Secretary of the Con
gress, an important official at the Chicago Parliament, said of the application 
that Theosophy should be an important feature of the Congress and that he 
would do all in his power to make it so. Probably April 19th and 20th will be 
granted. The greatest satisfaction exists among Theosophists on the Coast 
over the decision of the Executive Committee to hold the April Convention in 
San Francisco.

N a r a d a  T .S . keeps up its Sunday lectures, those in February being 
upon Elementals: what are they? by Mrs. Anna L. Blodgett: Who is re
sponsible fo r Humanity, F. L. Wiersmuller; Theosophy vs. Christianity, 
George Sheffield; Hypnotic and Mesmeric Forces, Jesse L. Greenbaum.

O ly m p ia ,  Wash., had three lectures in February: Theosophical View of 
Spiritualism, Mrs. Fannie A. Sheffield; Theosophy, Mrs. HiUie E. O gJen; 
Spirit and Matter, Frank I. Blodgett.

ANOTHER RELIGIOUS PARLIAMENT.
The Mid-Winter Fair at San Francisco is an echo of the World’s Fair and 

has a Religious Parliament added to it, of which Rev. A. C. Hirst, D. D. is 
President. Discussions will be had on papers, and each paper is limited to 
thirty minutes. It is to last from April 16th to 21st, thus being very close to 
our convention. The Committee of the Parliament includes, we are informed, 
Dr. Anderson of the T .S . Branch there, and to the T .S. has been assigned a 
session on April 17th for the discussion of the following :

(a )  Points of Agreement in All Religions, and _
( b)  The Belief in Reincarnation.
This arrangement, while not so good as the one we worked under in Chi

cago, is better than none, and as the Parliament is a small one it may be con
sidered a good deal in proportion. If the meetings pass off without any hitch 
we shall thus be able to make a double presentation of the Theosophical move
ment.



NEW BOSTON HEADQUARTERS.

The New England Theosophical Corporation has procured 24 Mount V er
non street, Boston, for a general New England Headquarters, the m anaging 
directors being prominent in the Boston, Cambridge, and Malden branches. 
They gave their house-warming on the 17th, invitations being sent in every 
direction and William Q. Judge, the General Secretary, coming on from Xew  
York. There was first a lecture by request on the 16th to 150 students of H ar
vard College by Mr. Judge on the subject of “  The Underlying Basis of R elig  
ions” . This was in a chapel on the campus. On the 17th a reception was 
held at the headquarters, which was crowded, Mr. Judge and the Presidents of 
the Boston, Malden, and Cambridge branches receiving the visitors. There 
was music and singing and addresses. After that there was a supper, and 
everybody was delighted with the whole affair, many of them remaining very 
late for Theosophical conversation. On the 18th Mr. Judge lectured again at 
half-past three in Brattle Hall, Cambridge, to about three hundred persons, 
many being Cambridge professors. Prof. Jam es of Harvard College was 
present and others. The Cambridge president. Miss Guild, then entertained a 
number of visitors from Boston, and after tea all returned to the headquarters 
where Mr. J  udge lectured again to about two hundred persons who filled the 
audience room of the headquarters. The subject of the lecture in both places 
was “ The Masters of Wisdom” . The headquarters was then declared form
ally opened. At 12 o’clock, when Brother Judge returned to New York, the 
last visitors departed. It was a very successful house-warming and has created 
a great deal of interest.

The new headquarters is very large, commodious, and well-arranged. The 
meeting liall is 011 the second floor, and w’ith the large corridor and library will 
seat almost three hundred people. It is decorated in a very agreeable style, 
and being in a quiet street is delightful for meetings. There is no doubt that 
the establishment of this headquarters, embracing as it does the whole of New 
England, will do much to strengthen the movement in those states, and being 
in the hands of earnest and devoted workers will without doubt be carried on 
successfully. The headquarters will also sell literature and distribute 
pamphlets, as well as attempting to furnish when possible lecturers for other 
districts. All Theosophists are welcome and should not fail to visit the head
quarters when in Boston.

THE NEXT T.S. CONVENTION, AMERICAN SECTION.
A s announced in February P a t h ,  the Eighth Annual Convention of t h e  

American Section will meet at San Francisco on Sunday, April 22d, and Mon
day the 23d. The hour of assembling will be 10 a.m.

The places are as follows. Sunday and Monday morning at Red Men’s 
Hall, 320 Post street. At Golden Gate Hall, 625 Sutter street, one session 
each evening of Sunday and Monday. The capacity of Golden Gate Hall is 
one thousand. Other meetings will probably be at the Headquarters, 1504 
Market street.

Delegates should report at the latest on the 2 rst at Headquarters; if not 
able to arrive until Sunday morning they should notify the General Secretary in 
advance by letter to 1504 Market street. A  delegate from the European Sec
tion in the person of Bro. Ernest T . Hargrove will be present and bring the 
addresses and messages from that Section.

' W lIX IA M  Q . JlTD GE,
General Secretary.

E U R O P E .

T h e  N o r t h  o f  E n g l a n d  F e d e r a t i o n  of the T .S . held its quarterly meet
ing at Manchester on February 3d. The General Secretary attended at the 
request of members and took the chair. Plans for future work were discussed 
and past activities were reviewed. Great harmony prevailed at all the meet
ings, and every sign was shown of a steady resolve for progress during the 
coming quarter-year.

B l a v a t s k v  L o d g e ,  L o n d o n ,  containes to hold well attended public meet
ings. Mrs. Cooper-Oakley, speaking on The Change that Men call Death, 
and Miss Anna Stabler with The 11 'heel of the Law as her subject, both at



tracted especially good audiences. Amongst lectures to come are the following: 
Dr. A. Keightley on Instruments of Karma; the Hon. O.S.Cuffe on Individ- 
ality and Personality; G .R .S. Mead on the The Crystallization of the Mind\ 
Mrs. A. Keightley on The Ethics of Occultism.

A  Conversazione was held by the Lodge on February 6th, which was 
generally considered a great success. About one hundred guests, mostly mem
bers, were present. The Hall was charmingly decorated for the occasion with 
Indian draperies and offered a strange contrast to its usually somewhat bleak 
appearance. •

The President, Mrs. Annie Besant, recently wrote a pamphlet which the 
Lodge published as an introduction to the study of Theosophy. This will be 
distributed gratis to all who attend the meetings, the expense falling upon 
the Lodge Treasury. This has been done so that no one might leave a 
meeting ignorant of general Theosophical tenets. It was thought that a 
lecture on Parabrahm, for instance, to both members and visitors, would leave 
the latter but little wiser as to Reincarnation, Karma, and other elementary 
teachings, and that the distribution of such a pamphlet would get over the 
difficulty. Other Lodges are purchasing it for the same purpose.

Swiss T h e o s o p h i s t s  are making slow headway. A t Zurich Brother Julius 
Sponheimer takes charge of a weekly meeting for study at which the 
attendance averages fifteen. Spiritualists predominate, and the Eastern teach
ings are received with scant favor. Pamphlets have been translated into 
German and circulated so far as very limited means permit.

T h e  S c o t t i s h  L o d g e ,  Edinburgh, has just finished its course of lectures 
on the Atonement. This doctrine was studied from the standpoint of various 
creeds, a Roman Catholic priest being the last to put forward his interpretation 
of this world-wide and little understood teaching. The subject for discussion 
during next course is to be The Nature and Constitution of the Ego.

A  n e w  T h e o s o p h i c a l  M a g a z i n e  has been started by members in Barce
lona. It is to published monthly in Spanish, and the first number promises well 
for its future usefulness. Well-printed and turned out in a thoroughly business
like form, it will be within the reach of many for whom the Madrid paper, 
Sophia, proves too expensive. It is called Antahkarana.

E n g l i s h  w e e k l y  n e w s p a p e r s  are to receive increased attention as agents 
for the dissemination of Theosophy owing to the efforts of Bro. H. Kitchin of 
Leeds. Articles on subjects likely to attract attention will be sent to various 
1weekly newspapers through his hands. The daily press have not as yet shown 
themselves willing to insert anything but controversial matter in the shape of 
letters to the editor. H.

IN D IA .

MRS. ANNIE BESANT’S INDIAN TOUR.

A  crowd awaited Mrs. Besant on the Colombo pier from 2 to 8 p.m. on 
November gth, the steamer being late, and she graciously postponed disbark- 
ing till morning in order to gratity it on reassembling. A triumphal arch had 
been erected at the T .S. Hall and at the Girls’ School, and there were speeches 
and songs at each. A t Kandy there was a torchlight procession and temple 
dancers, and the next day a presentation of prizes at the school. A  huge 
audience at Colombo attended the lecture, and at the stations en route to 
Galle the school children brought flowers. Lectures, addresses, incessant 
streams of visitors, processions, a conference with the High Priest Sumangala, 
the laying the foundation of a new College and Girls’ House on land in Colom
bo presented by Mr. Peter d'Abrew. There are now seventy-seven schools 
controlled by the T .S . in Ceylon.

On the 16th Mrs. Besant landed at Tuticorin in India and was en wreathed 
with flowers. The first speech was made at a railway station when starting 
for Tinnevelly. Travel and lecturing, perpetual interviews and discussions 
with Brahmins, visits to temples, reverent attention from priests and poten
tates, crowded audiences marked her progress. Sometimes the lecture was at 
7: 30 in the morning. Col. Olcott had prearranged all details of travel with



the utmost thoughtfulness and sagacity. Very heavy rains at times interfered 
with movements, but apparently not with audiences. One day the Colonel 
lectured to a thousand boys, anci after a speech from Mrs. Besant there was 
formed an “ Aryan League” to defend native religion and customs. A t Tan- 
jore the Maharanee attended a lecture in the Palace, received Mrs. Besant and 
the Countess behind a curtain of cloth of gold, and put upon them wreaths 
and shawls. A  significant change in India is that some of the delegates to 
Convention desired to bring their w ives! The lecture on “ Adepts" made 
special impression. A t Coimbatore the party, walked in procession from the 
station to the bungalow’, wreathed with flowers and with tom-toms beating in 
front. The Branch there has had three hundred meetings during the year and 
twenty-five public lectures. At Mysore the lecture was from a decoiated piatform, 
ODe of the sacred bulls on guard at each side, and at Bellary Mrs. Besant was 
approached with an address printed in gilt letters, her disinterested labors for 
the spiritual good of humanity being characterized as “ highly noble aDd simply 
indescribable” . A t Bangalore the Government furnished a meeting-place and 
closed the public offices early, the Prime Minister came from Mysore, a n d  
three thousand people attended. Women came everywhere to interview Mrs. 
Besant and ask explanation of their observances, etc., and attended her lec
tures, and the wives of some Fellows have joined the T .S . ! A t Madura the 
High Priest greeted her as a reincarnation of Saraswati, quoting and ap
plying a venerable tradition. A t Kajahmundy there was a torchlight proces
sion from the river to the b u D g a lo w , houses and even trees covered with 
people and an almost wild excitement prevailing. A t the middle of the route 
all had to dismount from the palanquins and hear an address.

Mrs. Besant spoke repeatedly at the Adyar Anniversary, and afterwards 
began her northward tour, the same enthusiasm rolling around her upon the 
route.

CEYLON LETTER

Before this reaches you in the far West, most readers of the P a t h  may 
have heard of the visit of Annie Besant and the Countess Wachtmeister to the 
East. They came to Ceylon during the early part of November and were the 
guests of Mrs. Marie M. Higgins. The most important event connected with 
tne visit of Mrs. Besant to Ceylon was the ceremony of her laying the founda
tion stone of the Home for Singhalese Girls on a piece of land donated for the 
purpose by Mr. Peter de Abrew. Mrs. Higgins with her school girls and a 
fairly good gathering of ladies and gentlemen, including the wife of the Direc
tor of Public Instruction of Ceylon, Mrs. Cull, were present at the Ceremony. 
A  special hymn composed for the occasion by Mrs. Higgins was sung by her girls, 
and Mrs, Besant laid the stone and spoke a few’ words invoking the blessings 
of the Masters for our work. The girls led by Mrs. Higgins and Mrs. Besant 
then laid each a pretty (lower on the stone, and the c e r e m o D y  was ended. A 
photograph was taken at the time, w'hich has turned out to be a splendid 
picture.

Every endeavor is now being made to build the Home. It is to be called 
the “ Annie Besant School and H .P.B. Home". The site is in an admirable 
locality charmingly situated in the midst of the Bungalows of the elite of 
Colombo. Now that the ground has been secured, we have only to erect 
thereon the permanent buildings to start a steady center of Theosophical 
activities in Ceylon, and we need the help of our friends. Mrs. Higgins or 
Mr. Peter de Abrew will gratefully accept any contributions in aid of the 
work.

Adjoining the site where Mrs. Besant laid the foundation stone are the 
grounds belonging to Mr. de Abrew . hereon a temporary building made of 
mud walls, palm-leafed roof, and floor is now being put up for the Home. 
Here Mrs. Higgins, her girls, and her assistant teaching staff and workers will 
live until the permanent building is put up, and continue their very useful 
work in the Island. You Western readers can form no idea of the ignorance 
and illiteracy of the people around us, both among men and women. Of 
course the status of the latter is deplorable. Cl ime in Ceylon is growing, and, 
if I mistake not, it has been proved by government statistics that Ceylon, 
comparatively speaking, has the largest criminal population of the world ! 
Y e s ! there is much truth in the “ spicy breezes” of Leylon, and that “ only 
man is v i l e * S.  P.



THE XVIII ANNIVERSARY IN INDIA.

On the 27th, 28th, 29th, and 30th of December, 1893, at the T .S . Headquar
ters the yearly meeting of the Indian Section was held. Since the change was 
made respecting General Conventions of the T .S ., the Indian meetings are in 
fact the anniversaries of the Indian Section. They are properly taken advan
tage of by the President of the T .S . to present to the whole Society, by subse
quent publication of his addresses, the reports made to him by the various 
Sections and the general accounts of the Society. It is not a legislative meet
ing of the T . S., and hence no legislation is passed by it. The Indian Section 
meets at the time and legislates for itself, as the other Sections do for their dis
tricts. Bertram Keightley appears as General Secretary of that Section, as he 
was reelected, though still compelled to be absent in England by reason of 
the state of health of a relative.

The meeting was notable from the presence of our great orator, worker, 
friend, and example, Annie Besant, now known to all the Theosophists of the 
world. Her presence made the meeting one to be remembered by all who 
were there. She was incessantly occupied, speaking publicly or conversing 
with members. She represented America as its special delegate, and the Gen
eral Secretary of this Section has had the honor of having his report to the 
President read by herself to the. meeting. An account of her influence is need
less, since we all know that for her to speak is for her hearers to be spell-bound; 
for not only does eloquence flow from her lips, but truth and sincerity, devotion 
and spirituality, surround her like an aureole.

In closing his remarks the President said : " I  mean to abandon the last
lingering thought of retirement and to stop at my post until removed by the 
hand of death. Annabai (Annie Besant) will in time become to me what H.P.
B. was All will be glad to thus know that he is now firmly determined to 
abide by the resolution written by William Q. Judge and passed by the Ameri
can Section in 1892, not to retire nor think of retiring. He then in ending 
says, “ Disciples of the same Master, devoted to the same cause, and now 
friends who know and trust each other, we may ” (he and Annie), “  I hope and 
pray, henceforth resemble in this movement the Aryan god who is dual when 
looked at from two aspects, but when properly understood is one and indivisi
ble". This is high honor to Annie, as the arguments of Old Diary Leaves 
make H .P.B . a psychic and medium, which Annie is not. A s such a senti
ment never was uttered by the President about H .P .B ., the hoped for com
parison elevates Annie to a much higher place in his esteem than ever was 
held by H .P.B.

A  Vernacular Sub-Section has been mooted and is duly mentioned by the 
President. In connection with this Bros. Jagannathiah and Swaminathiah of 
Bellary are spoken of with due praise. Of this work our old friend E. T. 
Sturdy will be secretary. This will be a great help to the Indian work. 
Countess Wachtmeister settles in India to make a new centre, and Miss Muller 
does the same. Countess Wachtmeister will probably be at Allahabad and 
Miss Muller at Bombay. These should be very strong adjuncts to the work.

The defalcation by the late Gopalacharlu is spoken of and lamented. But 
we cannot agree that caution exercised over those who have large sums of 
money in control is not a safeguard. Hereafter all money will be in Col. 
Olcott's name, and regular auditors were appointed at his request to act all the 
year and periodically look over cash and accounts.

Growth of the T .S . is shown by a table giving 352 branches up to 1893. 
Total number of live branches is fixed at 322 on December 27th. New Ameri
can and others would have to be added. Books of the year are twenty-three 
in number. Donations to the defalcation reimbursement fund are given as 
4,722 rupees, 12 annas. The sum taken was 8,649 rupees, 5 annas, thus leav
ing a deficit of 3,926 rupees, 8 annas. This will soon be covered. Another 
large remittance was sent from America too late for the report.

Donations and fees from America for the year are roughly 6444.5.11 rupees 
or $1991.92. Total donations and receipts excluding medal and permanent 
Funds are 17,080.10.13 rupees or $5277.89, of which 11,000 rupees were usable 
in the work. The American amount includes 1037.14.2 rupees to the defalca
tion fund. Thus this Section has given out of the whole total 37% per cent,



and toward the reimbursement of the defalcation it gave over not counting 
last remittance.

All the reports made from America, Europe, Buddhist work, and others are 
very encouraging and show the whole movement to be in an excellent condition. 
Finally the President announces that he has, after due consultation with the 
American, European, and Indian General Secretaries who with him compose 
the council of the T .S ., revised the General Constitution, making in respect to 
the term of office of the President the rule of seven years “ in the belief that a 
satisfactory incumbent will be indefinitely reelected, while an unsatisfactory one 
should not be immovably fixed in office". This rule has no application to Col. 
Olcott, who is president for life.

W O R L D ’ S  F A IR  T H E O S O P H IC A L  C O N G R E S S  F U N D .

SECOND SUPPLEMENTAL ACCOUNT.
Surplus reported in February P ath , S So.91
Additional sales of reports, to January- 31st, So.to

Apparent surplus, Si £>7.51
Expenses of postage, etc., to be deducted when reports are all sold.

USE OF THE SURPLUS.
In February P a t h  I announced that the surplus would be divided accord

ing to the wish of the three Sections. As the Theosophical Meeting at the 
Midwinter Fair at San Francisco will involve the payment of travel of at least 
one delegate from the Atlantic Coast or the Middle States, I shall apply the 
surplus to that purpose, which is in line with the object of the original fund. 
Of this, notice has been sent to the President, Col. Olcott, in India.

W i l l i a m  Q .  J u d g e ,
I 'ice President T.S.

N e w  Y o r k , February 13th, 1894.

THE SUPPORT OF THE T.S.

Our thanks are specially due to A .M .S., Somerville, Mass , this month 
for almost the entire increase in the fund that can be reported. Some months 
ago a small group began holding meetings there, and one result is an increase 
of five members in one of our classes. If all will do as well, the ultimate suc
cess of our undertaking will be assured.

I am informed by a correspondent in the east that there are many members 
of the T .S ., even Secretaries of Branches, who know nothing about the Fund, 
or even of its existence. Will every pledger see to it that no Fellow of his ac
quaintance remains in ignorance ? We want the aid of everyone who desires 
to help.

My report for the month is as follows :
New pledgers in the ten cents per month class :—A .P ., F. W.. A.C., B.H., 

H.W. Total per year, $6.00.
New pledger in the twenty-five cents per month c lass:— H. J . B. Total 

per year, $3.00.
Total subscribers previously reported, 7S. Pledgers dropped since last 

report, 2. Pledgers added since last report, 6. Present total, 82. Total 
value of fund previously reported, §861.85. Amount pledged by new sub
scribers, S9 00. Gross value of Fund to date, SS70.85. Amount to be de
ducted on account of withdrawals, $  10. Net value of Fund to date, $ S60. S;. 
Decrease since last report, $ 1.00. I don’t want it to occur again !

G.E.H.
247 G r e e n  s t . ,  D a y t o n ,  O., February /,-, iSyj.

Seflessness is th e  m ora l c o u n te rp a r t  of th e  g re a t  c u rre n t of N a tu r e ; to  swim  
a g a in s t th a t  c u rre n t is se lf ish n e ss .—D aily  I tem s .

OM.


