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&ebenteen gears %Lqo antr Noto.
N November, 1875,—seventeen years ago—the Inaugural Ad
dress of Col. Henry S. Olcott as President of the Theosoph
ical Society was delivered at Mott Memorial Hall in the City
of New York. The members present included a great many who
have since abandoned our ranks. The spiritualists were perhaps
in the majority on that day, but they soon retired. Col. Olcott
remains in the same office; the Secretary of the meeting, Bro.
John Storer Cobb, is yet a member in Boston; but H. P. Blavatsky,
who then as afterwards was really the central figure, has for the
present left this life. The first great change, then, between
seventeen years ago and now is the removal from the scene of the
personage who for so long was the pivot of the whole movement.
The other differences are in the geographical distribution of
Branch Societies, our status both in workers and means for ac
complishing our work, the increase of members, and the sphere
as well as the depth of the influence wielded by the Society and
the literature bearing its name.
Until H. P. B. and Col. Olcott went to India in 1879 the Society

f

was confined to New York, with a few scattered members in India
and other foreign lands. The foreign diplomas and those given in
America were for a long time engrossed by hand, and among the
first European members were some in Corfu, Greece. But upon
the advent of the two pioneers in Asia Branches sprang up there,
and in England the London Lodge was started by Mr. A. P. Sin
nett. For some time the centre of activity was in Asia, because
there, in a nation which had been for centuries under the heel of
a conqueror, the pioneers were working to gain its confidence in
oxtler that the influence of the mysterious and distant East might
rea<5t upon the West and enable us to bring to light again import
ant religious and philosophical truths. This reaction came, and
manifesting itself first in America with full force, a host of
Branches began to arise in different cities throughout the United
States, until now they number over sixty, reaching to California,
entering Canada and British Columbia, and running down to New
Orleans.
The so-called “ Coulomb ex p o si" in Madras resulted in H. P. B’s
coming again to Europe, where she settled down in London and
once more became, even in old age, the centre of an a<5tive pro
paganda. This last outburst of the same energy and force which
were manifested at New York in 1875 led to the founding of the
Blavatsky Lodge, now having over four-hundred members, the
inclusion among the workers of such a well-known, a<5tive, and
sincere woman as Annie Besant, to the foundation of many lodges
throughout Europe, and at last to the formation of the European
Section.
Thus in seventeen years the whole movement spread itself over
the globe, with three principal official centres, in India, Europe,
and America.
December, 1878, witnessed the departure of H. P. B. and Col.
Olcott from New York, leaving not more than three persons who
could carry on any official work here, although there were quite
a number of members in the country. The movement was still
so young that it was weak, but °ne book had appeared which was
distinctively its own. That was Is is U nveiled. This was the fore
runner of many another. Upon reaching the hospitable shores
of India the two pioneers founded the Theosophist, which began to
emit article after article from the pens of both editors as well as
from those of more or less learned Hindus. In it also appeared
those articles—called Fragments of Occult Truth—which were af
terwards embodied in Esoteric Buddhism . To-day, instead of hav
ing but Is is U nveiled, we have a long list of works all distinctively

Theosophical and creating almost a new language for the needs
of a very metaphysical philosophy. Humbler workers arose too
on every hand. At first Damodar K. Mavalankar at the Indian
Headquarters, then others in Europe and elsewhere. To day the
sun never sets on the labors of those devoted men and women
who in the face of every obstacle diligently work for the move
ment which was laughed at in 1875, so that now when the busy
Theosophist lays the work aside in India it is taken up in Europe
to be carried forward in New York, travelling with the light
across the wide United States, until upon the Pacific Slope the
band of devotees hands it over agafn to the lands beyond the
Western sea. Yet, strange to say, this is all done without wealth
but with nearly empty purses. We thus have to our hand organ
ized Branches, smoothly working Sections, many books to offer
enquirers, pamphlets and leaflets uncountable, magazines at all
the centres in English and other languages, everywhere activity
and energy, while all with one accord must draw their chief in
spiration from the life, the labors, and the words of that wonder
ful and still but faintly understood woman, Helena P. Blavatsky.
A handful of members but seventeen years ago—to-day enrolled
friends of the movement in every land on the planet.
When the Society began its work but little attention was paid
to psychical research except among the spiritualists, and that
continued in a rut made some forty years before: it was profit
less ; it represented an immense opportunity unused. The world
of science, and those whose thoughts are affected by science,
thought hardly at all about the psychic nature of man. General
literature was devoid of it. The great and ancient dodlrines of
Karma and Reincarnation were unknown to our people, all refer
ence to them being rare and fugitive. To-day the literature of
the West is full of all these things, and “ Theosophy” has become
a word so familiar that it can be found even in our humorous
publications, a sure sign that it has ceased to be unknown. When
such a weekly as H a rp er s prints a column about the shrine in
London for the ashes of H. P. B., illustrating it with a pidture
reproduced from the photograph brought from Europe by the
General Secretary, we can see what extension the influence of
our labors has had.
H. P. B. and her teachers declared in 1875 that the age, in the
West, was about to swing back from a materialism “ which en
throned scepticism while it destroyed spirituality ”, and an effort
had to be made to furnish the only philosophy which would pre
vent a return to dogmatism or superstition by giving a rational

explanation to the race mind now about to put questions that
science is yet unable toanswer and the churches had never pre
tended needed any reply
save a referenceto the mercy or the fa
vor of God. This satisfying system of philosophy was once more
brought out from its place of preservation, and to-day it brings
comfort to many who without it would be forced to blaspheme
against nature. Nothing but the influence of these doftrines
could have raised up on every hand men and women who without
money or hope of fame work on for the real man who is mind and
not body. The sphere of influence of the Society is, then, not so
much in works of a material character, where physical wants are
supplied for the moment and the real man left to his own devices
for the perpetuation of a civilization that breeds poverty and a.
criminal class, but is in the field of man’s real nature, which lasts
through crash of civilization or cataclysm of nature. Its depth
therefore is measurable only by a plummet which touches the
depths beyond to-day. It will be known in its entirety when the
present centre of eternity shall have moved itself into the far-dis
tant future and become a new present, a glorious reincarnation.

&albatton fcg iFattf).
'H E making safe by faith defines the popular idea that a
human soul is to escape punishment for evil, not through a
reformation of character, or through the cancellation of
evil by a subsequent effectuation of good, but through gratuitouspardon made possible because the one believed in has already suf
fered to an extent which the law will regard as a vindication.
Beyond trusting wholly to the merits and work of a Savior, the
culprit has nothing to do in the procurement of salvation. It is
an aft of reliance, not a process of relief. Later reformation at
tests the reality of the faith, but does not constitute it.
There are many grave obje<Stions to this scheme, logical, ethical,
and moral. It is eminently artificial, it is in harmony with nothing
else in nature, it enthrones unreality in Heaven. By making pun
ishment a ntere matter of debt, it voids it of its other two aspedts
—disciplinary and deterrent, and by making it transferable the
connedtion between it and offense is lost. Nor is the suffering
congruous. It is resolved wholly into physical pain. But this is
a different thing from compundtion, sorrow, remorse, which men
tally follow transgression. The poignant shame of repentance
cannot be recast in terms of bleeding flesh and agonized nerves.

Then, too, moral sentiments are unbalanced. The shock at seeing
the innocent suffer and the guilty escape may be to some extent
checked by urging that the suffering was voluntary and from love
of the guilty, but a question then arises as to the sacrifice of
justice. Surpassing love can hardly supplement defective justice,
for in a Divine and therefore perfedt system all moral qualities
are equally exhibited. And the supposed effect is circuitous. If
a man is aroused to consciousness of guilt by perceiving what
some one else has undergone on his behalf, the stimulants are
sympathy and gratitude. Yet these do not demonstrate that the
broken law was right in itself, or that he ought not to have disre
garded it, or that an arrangement made without his consent binds
him in honor to future obedience. Indeed, if the debt of all hu
manity has been paid, it cannot properly be exaCted a second time,
and therefore the inducement to obedience is to that extent logic
ally lowered. Moreover salvation by faith has but a partial oper
ation. It deals only with the sentimental side of man. It is not
educative nor reformatory; still less does it take hold of the
several elements in our composite nature and make each evolve
to the ideal of perfection.
These are but a few of the logical objections to the doCtrine.
Historically and individually its consequences are what might be
expeCted from the disconnecting of character from retribution,
and from the use of any other faCtor than desert in determining
destiny. Substitute a mechanism for a simply-aCting law, and
you are sure to have not only complication but disaster. And so
the consequence of displacing Karma for Faith has been to set
religion apart from morals, and to relieve from responsibility at
the very point where it needs the sternest enforcement. The test
of character has become not merit but belief, and the guage of
acceptability is not the degree to which self-discipline has at
tained, but the degree in which self-discipline is renounced and
the spiritual interests handed over to another.
And yet here, as in so many other theologizings, there is a root
of truth beneath the perversion and distortion. It is in the faCt
that a real faith in spiritual law must precede any aCtual attempt
at improvement. Men will not greatly exert themselves to secure
that which is hazy or dubious. If a thing is uncertain or ill-de
fined, there can be no heart in the pursuit of it. If evil is not
seen to be real, salvation will not appear to be valuable. Before
there can be any wish, much more any effort, to attain security
from the penal consequences of wrong, the wrong must be sensed,
the consequences apprehended, and the security assessed. Only

as the solemn reality of these spiritual fadts is felt acutely by the
soul standing in their presence, will it rouse itself to adt thereon.
And so salvation must come by faith.
The same faith must attend any true salvation, any scientific
salvation, at every step of its progress. As the steady discipline
by which ordinary man is transformed from a vacillating, incon
stant tool of prejudice and passion to the calm, collected master
of himself and Nature goes on through incarnation after incarna
tion, there is not an adtion of the will without its background of
assured certainty in the corredtness of the training. The human
constitution, the method of its evolution, the possibilities it en
shrines, the laws regulating the seen and the unseen spheres, the
validity of the process, the certitude of its outcome, the existence
of Those who have attained, the assurance of Their sympathy and
aid,—all these must be truths to the advancing soul or there can
be no advance at all. It is not a blind faith, for it has evidence
sustaining it; yet it is not entire vision, for much is still unseen.
But the faith grows. Its inception is only partial and may be fee
ble. It was enough for the first step. As each increment of vision
verified the prophecy, the faith was confirmed. Things it took
on trust are now portions of consciousness; much that was confi
dence has now become certainty. Still, the same condition to ad
vance persists. The new step must be made because it is believed
to lead to greater heights, and if there was no such belief the soul
would pause and droop. Doubt would check, not as criminal but
as weakening. And if faith is “ the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen”, it is because as a scientific fadl
there can be no pressing forward into the region of the as yet
experimentally unknown without an inward certainty that we
shall find it as represented and shall rejoice when there.
And so we are saved by faith. Not faith in another’s merits,
but in the possibility of evolving our own; not faith in another’s
atoning work, but in our ability to so work that atonement shall
be needless; not faith in a visionary mechanism of substitution,
but in the universal scheme of Law; not faith in ecclesiastical
systems, but in Divine order; not faith in a revelation fro m God,
but in a revelation o f God. Braced with such a faith, salvation
progresses steadily to its end. It is a salvation from ignorance
and paucity and feebleness, a salvation of the Divine in man
from the animal.
A le x a n d e r F u lle r to n .

Scientific g>albatfom
^^ A L V A T IO N means “ the making safe”. But safe from
what? In the usage of contemporary religionism, safe
from future punishment for sin. If we inquire further as
to the means to safety, we find it to be reliance upon another who
has purchased the right to save by having himself undergone the
punishment. The popular conception therefore considers the
safety as from suffering, its date the hereafter, and its reception
a gift.
But this whole operation is evidently external to the cause which
once produced the liability to punishment and may produce it
again. Punishment is the result of breaking of law; law is broken
because the individual’s sympathies are with the thing prohibited;
and if still with the thing prohibited, they will continue to violate
the prohibition. Hence law will be broken and penalties incurred
just so long as the law is distasteful, and the only way to ensure
obedience and a consequent immunity is a reversal of sympathy
from the thing prohibited to the prohibition.
Now the springs of this sympathy are in the physical appetites,
the intellectual convictions, and the moral sense. The state of
the body, the mind, and the soul dictates the attitude towards law,
and if the attitude is to be changed, that state must be changed
because its cause. If a man who loves drunkenness, for instance,
is to become sober by preference, it must be through his body’s
loss of craving for stimulant, his mind’s conviction of the good of
sobriety, and his soul’s repugnance to the evil of indulgence. In
other words, the whole man must face about,—not his taste merely,
or his judgment, or his morals, but all in their totality. Only
then is he “ safe”, for he has no inducement to offend, no coitvic- •
tion to oppose, no impulsion to resist. All unite in producing
harmony with the law, conformity to its injunction, immunity
from its penalty.
In such a change, furthermore, each seCtion of the composite
being must receive distinCt treatment. A cancellation of the . .
physical appetite will not alter the mental status or affeCt the
moral sense. Intellectual beliefs will not cure a disordered phy
sique or reverse the pose of the soul. Revolution in moral senti
ment will not effeCt corresponding revolution in the body and the
mind. A radical change—“ conversion”, from con, together, and
verto, to turn—can come only as each is turned, and each can only
be turned as the handling appropriate to it is given.
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^rNthe earlym
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efewm
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f
^ theT
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. in L
ondonw
hofelt that if T
heosophydidnot re
ceive som
e vital im
pulse, the centre there w
ould be con
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how
ere pursuing andw
ould
continuetopursuetheir studies. O
fcoursetherem
ayhavebeen
m
anyw
hofelt the sam
e, but I w
rite here of thosew
ithw
hom
Iw
asaduallyinco
n
taC
t. T
herew
ere m
anyanxious discussions
as tohowa vital interest could be aw
akened in the truths of
T
heosophy, andhowattentionshouldbe restored tothe ethical
philosophy. T
hisw
asthem
orenecessary, forinthepublicm
ind
the philosophyhad been inseparablyconnectedw
ith thepheno
m
ena. W
eall felt that w
ew
erew
orkinginthedarkandthat w
e
w
ereignorant ofthereal basisuponw
hichthephilosophyrested.
O
bviouslyw
erequiredaleaderw
hom
ight intelligentlyd
ireC
t our
efforts. W
e then determ
inedeachseparatelytow
ritetoH
.P
.
B
lavatsky, w
how
as theninO
stende, layingbefore the F
ounder
of the T
.S
. andthe M
essenger of the M
asters the positionas
eacho
f us sawit. W
e askedher toreplyina collective letter
givingusadviceastow
hat tod
o
. S
hereplied, how
ever, toeach
individual, w
ritinglettersofeight totw
elvepages. T
heresulto
f
thisw
asthat w
eall w
roteandaskedher tocom
eover andd
ireC
t
ourefforts. S
he hadtoldusthat shew
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ritingtheSecret Doc

trine andm
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ishthat beforeundertakingotherw
ork. N
ever
thelessw
ew
rote toher that therew
as, w
ebelieved, urgent need
ofherdiredtingpresence, andthat shecouldfinishtheSecret Doc
trine inL
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ell as or better than inO
stende. A
fterre
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ertramK
eightley
w
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stendeduringthe latter part of February or be
ginningof M
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ew
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ondoninw
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w
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eB
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e
w
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w
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m
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S
w
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.
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andassist M
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r.
A
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adam
eB
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otherinflam
m
atoryattackonthekidneys, that shew
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ost danger. D
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t interventionof her M
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o
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tn the m
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follow
edhimabout the25thor 26
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. W
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eB
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leave insuchw
eather as thenprevailed, especiallyonaccount o
f
her late serious illness. H
er landlordsaidshe m
ust leave, for
theroom
sw
erelet. C
ountessW
achtm
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for S
w
edentoattendtourgent businessaffairsthereunderprom

isetorejoinM
adam
eB
lavatskyinL
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tayinginthehouse
w
ithusw
asafriendof D
r. E
llisw
hoassistedintherem
oval.
T
he fateddaycam
e, and inplaceof beingbright but co
ld
, as
hadbeenthecasetw
odaysbefore, them
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andfoggy, w
ithasteadydrizzlingrainfallingandpenetratingall
ittouched, thetherm
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arfieB
lavatskyw
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. N
everthelesssheappearedthat m
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erepacked, andall w
asready.
T
hecarriagearrivedandM
adam
eB
lavatskyw
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ando
ffitdrovetothew
harf. It m
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indowopeninher roomw
hileshew
asinit (andw
ould
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hile she w
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, andinconsequence that therew
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w
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agine
ourdism
ay. M
adam
eB
lavatsky, how
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lyandw
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nglishrailw
aycarriage
stepsw
erehigh. It requiredthe unitedeffortsof all the party
(andthepierm
enasw
ell) toassist M
adam
eB
lavatskyinhercrip
pledstateintothecarriage. T
H
ejourneytoL
ondonw
asunevent
fu
l, andw
ith thehelpof aninvalidchair anda carriageshew
as
safelylodgedinthe house w
e hadsecuredfor her. S
ecretlyI
w
as afraidthe journeyw
ouldhaveseriousresults, but, w
hatever
w
asthereason, she seem
edtoenjoybetter healthfor som
etim
e
afterher arrival inE
nglandthanshehadfor m
onthspreviously.

T
he dayafter her arrival shew
asat w
orkonthe Secret Doctrine
at 7a. m
., anddidnot appearbest pleasedbecauseshehadbeen
preventedfromanearlierstart throughherw
ritingm
aterials not
havingbeenunpackedthepreviousnight.
A
. K e ig h t l e y .
[ E d it o r ’s n o t e .—
D
r. K
eightleyw
as askedto give the above
short accountofanim
portantpoint inourhistory. It w
asaturn
ingpoint indeed, since it resulted in the re-aw
akeningof the
L
ondon centre. Apostal cardsent tothe E
ditor byH
.P
.B
.
aftershegot toL
ondonm
aybeof interest andisheregiven.
A
ddressed“ W. Q. JudgeE
sq., E
ditor P ath , N
ewY
ork, U
.S
.
A
. ”, postm
arkM
ay7
, ’8
9
.
M

ayco t,

C

r o w n h il l ,

U

pper

N

orw ood,

L

ondon,

M ay yth.

Oh thy prophetic soul! Didn't know old H. P. B. was for seventeen days
hovering between life and death; drawn irresistibly by the charm beyond the
latter and held by her coat-tails by the Countess and some London Lodges?
Nice intuitional friend. Anyhow saved once more, and once more stuck into
the mud of life right with my classical nose. Two Keightleys and Thornton
(a dear, r e a l new Theosophist) came to Ostende, packed me up, books, kid
neys, and gouty legs, and carried me across the water partially in steamer, par
tially in invalid chair, and the rest in train to Norwood, in one of the cottages
of which here I am, living (rather vegetating) in it till the Countess returns.
Write here “ 1000 words for the P a t h " ? I’ll try, old man. Very, very seedy
and weak; but rather better after the mortal disease which cleansed me if it
did not carry me off. Love and sincere, as usual and for ever. Yours in
heaven and hell.—‘ O. L.’ H. P. B.”]

Ctoo Cfjeoaopfjtcal lEbenta.
A LIBEL RETRACTED — COL. OLCOTT STILL PRESIDENT.

E
PT
E
M
B
E
R
,1
8
9
2
,w
ill standas a redletterm
onthinour
T
w
oeventsof im
portanceoccurred, the onere
m
ovinga cloud, the other reassuringthe S
ocietythat its
P
resident Founderw
ouldrem
ainino
ffice.
InJuly, 1
8
9
0
, theSun, a dailynew
spapero
f great influencein
the cityo
fN
ewY
ork, published a new
s article inw
hich gross
chargesw
erem
adeagainst thecharactero
fH
.P
.B
lavatsky, the
F
ounderof theT
heosophical S
ociety, and chargingalsoC
o
l. O
l
cott, W
illiamQ
. Judge, andm
anyothers w
ith assistingher in
fraud andw
ithlivingupon the S
ociety. It w
as intendedtobe
ageneral sw
eepingattackon all w
how
ere in the S
ociety, and,
havingbeen w
ritten byan enem
yw
hooncew
as countedinthe
ranksof our m
em
bers, it w
as carefullysent byhimtoas m
any
peopleashecouldthinkofw
how
ouldbehurt byit infeelingsor
@1 h
istory.

w
arnedo
ff fromthew
orkof theT
.S
. T
w
osuits forlibel w
ere
then begun byM
m
e. B
lavatskyand M
r. Judge against the Sun
andD
r. E
.C
ouesof W
ashington.
S
om
em
em
bersthought thenthat w
eoughtnot tohavegoneto
law
, but asw
edonot professtolivebythecodeof Jesusbut felt
that thehonor andthe peace of m
indof the m
em
bers at large
w
ereinvolved, w
etooktheonlycoursegiven bythe law
s of the
land. T
hesuitsw
ent onthecalendarofthecourtsofN
ewY
ork,
andtherew
eredelayedbythe im
m
ense m
ass of cases aheadof
them
. M
eanw
hiletheauthor of the libel andcertain Spiritual
isticfriendsinanothercitykept upthe attack andasserted that
nothingw
ouldeverbeheardof thesuitsagain. In1
8
9
1H
. PB
.
died, and, asheradtionw
asforapersonal injurytocharacter, her
dem
isew
orkeda determ
ination of the suit begun inher nam
e,
andbythat fadt thepaperthat put out the libel w
as at once re
leasedfromanyfearfromthat adtion. T
his shouldbe notedin
viewof w
hat fo
llo
w
s. O
nthe 26thof S
ep., 1
8
9
2
, theSun pub
lishedthefollow
inginitseditorial colum
ns:
We print on another page an article in which Mr. William Q. Judge deals
with the romantic and extraordinary career of the late Madame Helena P. Bla-vatsky, the Theosophist We take occasion to observe that on July 20, 1890,
wo were misled into admitting to the Sun’s columns an article by Dr. E. F.
Coues of Washington, in which allegations were made against Madame Bla
vatsky’s character, and also against her followers, which appear to have been
without solid foundation. Mr. Judge’s article disposes of all questions relating
to Madame Blavatsky as presented by Dr. Coues, and we desire to say that
his allegations respecting the Theosophical Society and Mr. Judge personally
are not sustained by evidence, and should not have been printed.

T
henew
scolum
nsof that issuecontainedasketchof M
adam
e
B
lavatskybyM
r. Judge, w
hich, althoughhavingsom
e errors as
printed, isinthem
aincorredt. T
heretradtionissm
all inrespedt
totheareaof thepapercovered, but it isageneral one, andat a
single blowsw
eeps aw
ayall that our enem
ies had thought w
as
accom
plishedbythelibel. A
sm
anynew
spaper m
en sincehave
said, it isascom
pleteasanythingof thekindthat w
aseverpub
lished. A
ndinviewof the fadt that nosuit byH
.P
.B
.w
as
then pending, it refledts credit onthe paper in this age w
hen
new
spapers ingeneral never retradt except w
henforced bylaw
or loss of m
oney. T
hus ends this libel. T
he suits against the
Sun havebeend
iscontinued, andtheonlyonependingis that by
M
r. Judgeagainst D
r. C
o
u
es.
W
henC
o
l. O
lcott resigned the o
fficeof P
resident before our
C
onventionof A
pril last, theuniversal desireinthiscountryw
as
that heshouldrem
ainino
fficeevenif hedidnogreat am
ount of

w
orkinconsequenceofbadhealth, andtheC
onventionaskedhim
toreconsiderhisd
ecision. Indiahadexpressedthesam
ethought
before. R
eplying to the cable sent himfromthe C
onvention
m
eetinginC
hicago, he saidhew
asw
illingtodow
hat w
as right,
andlaterannouncedthat theim
portant m
atterof thelegacyleft
totheS
ocietyinA
ustraliaw
as not settledsoas tobe secure to
the organization, andalsothat theproperty ow
nedinIndiahad
not beentransferredtotrusteessoastoput thetitleinashapeto
prevent loss or trouble. T
hese delayedhis goingout of o
ffice.
Just beforetheJulyC
onventioninE
uropehepublished a notice
rather am
biguouslyw
orded, but w
hichw
as m
eant toread that
verylikelyhew
ouldrevoke his resignation. T
his possibilityo
f
tw
oconstructionsledtheE
uropeanC
onventiontoassum
ethat he
had declared definitivelyhe w
ouldnot revoke, andit therefore
sawnoneedoftakinganyaC
tio
nonthequestionashadbeendone
inA
m
erica.
B
ut inA
ugust C
o
l. O
lcott cam
e tothe conclusion that as his ■
healthhadbeenfullyrestoredhecouldnot d
obetter thanrevoke
theresignation, andsotelegraphedtotheV
ice-P
resident, andthe
o
fficial circulartothat effeC
tw
ent out last m
onth. H
eisthusstill
our P
resident, andsurelynoonethereisbut hopeshem
aysore
m
ainuntil thedayof hisdeath.
S
om
ew
ordsbyH
.P
.B
. onthem
atter, w
rittenyearsago, m
ay
beof interest. S
hesays, speakingof C
o
l. O
lcott:
As long as I live I shall never go against one who for ten years was my best
friend, my staunchest, dearest, most loyal defender and brother, and one.
moreover, whom the Master wants to stand firm at his post till his death-day.

T
oanother:
It may be that you and others and even myself do not always agree with
Olcott, and find faults in him, but it is Master’s wish that he shall be president
until his death or that time which is equivalent to it. There is a quality in
him that not many have, and that is the power and disposition to stand for his
cause against all and every obstacle.

T
heseservetoshowthat it isbetter, w
iser, andsaferforhimto
rem
ain, andthat it is not tim
e, nor right, nor just, nor w
isethat
heshouldgoout either corporeallyor o
fficially
. B
ut let ushope
that w
iththem
onthinw
hich theA
m
ericanS
eC
tio
nheardof his
aC
tio
nandof theretraftionofthelibel onH
.P
.B
. andall T
heo
sophistsanewerabeganforthem
ovem
ent.

B
e not deceived; G
odis not m
ocked: for w
hatsoever a m
an
sow
eth, that shall healsoreap.—
Galatians.

Dogmatism m tfte &. §>
SOME OPINIONS OF ITS MEMBERS.

k
H
EE
ditorofthep a t h , desiringtoknoww
hether thecharge
ofdogm
atismcouldjustlybebroughtagainst ourliterature
orprom
inent w
riters, sent out tothosew
hoserepliesfollow
aquestionpaper, printedhereunder, andnowgivestherepliesas
received. T
heyarefromm
em
bers inall partsof theA
m
erican
S
edtion.
The P a t h would be glad to have from you, for publication with your name,
200 words only, in reply to the following question, which is sent to several pro
minent Theosophists:
To what extent, if any, is there in our literature or in the words of Theosophical leaders a dogmatic spirit or a tendency to demand a belief in any
writer’s or teacher’s views?
Please reply immediately, beginning on this sheet. Address Editor P a t h ,
144 Madison Ave, New York City.
During fourteen years of very careful reading of Theosophical literature and
familiarity with the Theosophical movement and its leaders and promoters, I
cannot recall a single instance of “ dogmatic spirit or a tendency to demand a
belief in any writer’s or teacher’s views”. On the contrary, from the issue of
the first number of the Theosophist in 1878 to the present time dogmatism has
been avoided and condemned inside as outside the Society. The motto, “ No
doctrine gains weight by any pretended authority”, has been kept prominent
and strictly adhered to. The idea has been that the only authority for any
statement must be the statement itself, its reasonableness or demonstrability,
and such weight as any reader might give to the name of its author. Alike
in the closing section of the Key to Theosophy and the opening pages of the
Secret Doctrine, always and everywhere H. P. Blavatsky was the first to avoid
and condemn dogmatism and to repudiate and denounce intellectual bondage,
and every leader and writer with whom I am acquainted has followed her lead
in this regard. Even the Secret Doctrine, itself a definite body of laws, phi
losophy, and science, must stand or fall solely on its merits, and absolutely
without extraneous support, other than corroborative facts and coincident
testimony.
J. D. B u c k , M. D., F. T. S.
Cincinnnati.

I have seen absolutely none. There has been a strong effort, which I heart
ily endorse, to put forward the truths of Reincarnation and Karma as Theos
ophic tenets. But this has been and is being done solely upon the appeal to
logic and reason, and never in the spirit of dogmatic authority.
.
If there be in Theosophy a message to the Western world, this must be clear
and convincing. It is useless to prate of universal brotherhood unless we are
prepared to show why and how this is practicable and necessary. Therefore
Theosophy, being a religion, philosophy, and science, must have formulae for
the expression of the forgotten truths for which it demands a rehearing. And
in Karma, Reincarnation, the compound nature of man, etc., these formula
are found. They can never degenerate into mere creeds or dogmas because

their demonstration must lie in reason and scientific observation of facts, and
never in the appeal to authority, though that authority be a Dhyan Chohan.
Therefore, while the outer body of the Society may be composed of people
with no clear cut. definite knowledge of its philosophy, it will fail in its mission
if at the center it have not a heart composed of those who know and teach this,
even though their utterances seem at times a little dogmatic to those who have
not given its teachings the same concentrated study.
J e r o m e A . A n d e r s o n , M. D., F. T. S.
San Francisco , Calif.
A dogmatic spirit demands the acceptance of a teaching without regard to
independent action in the mind of the receiver.
H. P. B. and many writers on Theosophy have been earnest in their state
ments and untiring in their efforts to place their reasons for belief before the
minds of others. They sometimes ask the reader not to object prematurely,
but to accept certain tenets provisionally, that the whole philosophy may be
outlined correctly and then either accepted or rejected with intelligence.
This, however, is but the common-sense method of searching for truth, which
so many forget to practice. A few who have endeavored to ride the ecclesias
tical hobby of some special religion into the Theosophical field, have written
in a somewhat dogmatic vein. I may mention in illustration the articles en
titled “ The true Church of Christ" which appeared in L ucifer.
We are prone to worship the lower Ego, the root of all dogmatism. Theos
ophy leads to impersonality. As the outlines of its majestic philosophy are
realized, the transient self is dwarfed to a mere tool and vanity seems absurd.
The personality of even the greatest teacher becomes as the vehicle which has
brought the traveler within sight of a snow-capped mountain range.
W

m.

M

a in

.

Brooklyn , N. Y.

It appears to me that, as a rule, Theosophical writers express their intention
and wish to be an avoidance of dogmatism. This is their premise. Following
on this premise come the statement and development of their views. These
views generally are based upon the teachings of Eastern wisdom, and are de
cided, precise, definite. In order to put them clearly, vigorous English is
employed and an earnest spirit displayed, sometimes with great fervor and in
sistence. Such positive statement, coupled with faithful acknowledgment of the
source of these beliefs, might lead the casual reader to infer dogmatism. It is
evident that if the writer hedges the article about with caution, proviso, and pre
amble, it is much weakened, both in style and in its impress. Hence the prior
statement, in the earlier writings of an author, that no authority is claimed
no dogmatism intended, ought—as it appears to me—to cover all but the most
flagrantly dogmatic utterances, and ought to be inferred even amid great fer
vor of utterance. Have not almost all authors of prominence in the T. S. dis
claimed “ authority” and deprecated blind belief? I think so.
J . C. K e i g h t l e y .
N ew York City.

The definition of the phrase “ dogmatic spirit” is, as I understand it, to be
found in the phrase “ a tendency to demand a belief in any writer’s or teach
er's views”. So understood, I do not call to mind any dogmatic spirit in The
osophical literature. I suppose that in talking there is at times a greater ap
parent tendency to dogmatism. But I am sure it is apparent rather than real.

And I have noticed but seldom in the words of Theosophists even any ap
parent tendency to dogmatize, and no tendency that I can call to mind in the
words of our leaders. Earnestness of opinion and forcefulness of statement
are to be found in abundance, but no dogmatism that I remember.
G e o r g e D. A y e r s .
Boston, Mass.

The very absence of dogmatism in Theosophic teaching constitutes its great
est force.
E. A u g N e r e s h e i m s r , F . T. S.
N ew York City.

Except in a L u cifer editorial last October, which was afterwards manfully
modified, I recall no instance. H. P. B. was emphatic in discountenancing
dogmatism, and her most immediate pupils evidently cultivate the same spirit,
even where their own convictions are most decided. I think that every leading
Theosophical writer disclaims the right, the power, and even the wish, to co
erce opinion, insisting that no human being has the prerogative of enforcing
orthodoxy, as also that a belief under strain has no validity. The Theosoph
ical Society, organically and by its foremost members, has repudiated a dog
matic purpose, and the consistency of its and their course I judge open to no
impugnment.
A lex a n d er F u llerto n .
N ew York City.

That the tendency of Theosophy is to emancipate, not to fetter, the mind is
shown by the very make-up of the Theosophical Society. Its members live in
all parts of the world and are of many nationalities and creeds, yet they all
meet on the common platform of fraternity. This is against the teachings of
dogmatic religions everywhere, which discourage their votaries from friendly
intercourse with those of opposing beliefs. Hence it follows as a matter of
course that only the most liberal followers of any religion are found in the
ranks of the Theosophical Society. Nor does it seem possible that a dogmatic
tendency should ever develop to any appreciable extent, although a member
here and there may think to impose a particular set of views upou the rest.
And the reason why dogma cannot prevail is because all Theosophic study
leads to the giving up of dogma. A liberal thinker after joining the T. S. be
comes more liberal; the narrow thinker grows enlightened. It seems to me
the loftiest claim of Theosophy is that it widens the horizon of the mind. Cer
tainly no one can read the works of H. P. Blavatsky without acknowledging
that they breathe the very spirit of religious freedom.
G e o . E. W r i g h t .
Chicago, III.

I am a subscriber to all the Theosophical magazines, and own most of the
literature published during the past five years; I have never noticed in this
mass of literature, or in the words of Theosophical leaders, any dogmatic
spirit or tendency to demand a belief in any writer’s or teachers's views. To
assert positively what one knows cannot be called a dogmatic spirit, and those
in the Society who so assert are the last to demand belief in such assertions,
even though they know them to be true ; each individual is left to take what
he can assimilate, and, whether he takes part or rejects all of what is said or
written by leaders of the movement, such action does not in the least impair
his standing in the Society. Never have I known a Theosophist to say or
write, “If you do not believe this, you are not one of us"; such a position would

be a dogmatic one as I understand the term. It is the right and the duty of
every member to voice his honest conviction, and to give the result of his
studies for the benefit of all: all are students, from the leaders to the latest
member; there is no dogmatic authority, nor can there be, for “ There is no
religion (authority) higher than truth ”.
R o b e r t C r o s b i e , F. T. S.
Boston , Mass.
I do not see any dogmatic spirit in our literature. Theosophy is not a sys
tem of negations, but an assertive, positive philosophy, religion, and science,
nothing new but the very old.
The writer or speaker presenting Theosophy must do so positively and as
sertively, and it is so presented, but not to my view in the disreputable sense
that has become attached to the word dogmatic , /. e., arrogant, dictatorial
presentation, the spirit of “ Believe or be burned: I have the only truth!"
The individual who studies Theosophy, who thinks, begins to have a dogma
at once, this being the meaning of “ dogma”, and we need more people having
a dogma of their own!
Theosophy is my dogma: I think, I believe it, but it only a “ hypothesis” for
you, presented for your consideration, until you may “ think ” it also.
Until you can do so, you are right where you are mentally, and filling your
place in humanity as well as I. This is the spirit of our literature and leaders.
The less we know of Theosophy, the warmer we become in writing and argu
ment, but this I notice becomes temperate, cool, in him who knows.
E d w a r d B. R a m b o .
San Francisco.

So far as my reading has extended and so far as my mingling and talking
with Theosophical leaders have gone, I have not at any time been impressed
with the idea that there was such a spirit as dogmatism anywhere in the lit
erature or in the minds of Theosophists. Theosophy comes free from any
demands as to belief or action. The problems are presented, the method of
proof suggested, and the student left to work out the answer; and whatever con
clusion has been reached must serve as the guide to the person who is climbing
the Theosophical ladder, must show him where to grasp the next rung. The
knowledge so obtained cannot be transferred to a brother as you would pour
water in an empty pitcher. Therefore there can be no room for the class of
persons who demand a belief in their particular views, and Theosophy must
remain free from dogmatists and dogmatism, or cease to be of any value to the
human family.
A. P. B u c h m a n , F. T. S.
Fort IVayne, Ind.

T
hew
orldof devotion is full o
f circlesw
hicharem
ade up o
f
sm
aller circles, andtheseagainareincludedinlargerones; all o
f
themtogetherm
akeupthegreat circleo
f devoteesw
how
orkfor
the goodof the H
um
anF
am
ily. T
here is nopart of theround
w
orldw
hichisnot coveredbysom
epart o
f this great sphere o
f
theheart’seffort.

Kings, Kmmtrs, antr 0fcscuratton.
N
U
M
B
E
Ro
f correspondents have propounded questions
grow
ingout of arecent articleon“E
volution”andrelat
ingtothegreatprogressroundthechaino
fglobesofw
hich
thisearthisone. O
neof theseis:
If we are transferred to the next planet of our chain, shall we be born there
like a child on this one, or have we to evolve through minerals, plants, etc. ?

N
odetails, suchas are requestedinthis enquiry, have been
givenout bytheA
depts, all that has beensaidbeinggeneral in
itsnaturew
herevertheotherplanetsofourchainw
erespokeno
f.
IntheSecret Doctrine H
.P
.B
lavatskydistinctlysaystheteaching
hastodow
iththisearthparticularly, andthat w
henotherplanets
arem
entionedthereareonlyhints, except inregardtothegrand
faC
t that the hum
anlife-w
avepassesfromthistothenext globe,
andsoonthroughthechain. T
heonlyotherw
ritero
nthisw
ho
quotes authority is M
r. Sinnett inEsoteric Buddhism , and inthat
hecopiestheletters sent himbyH
.P
.B
.’sM
asters. H
ehasin
form
ationof detail regardingonlythis earth. C
onsequently, to
hazard an answ
er to the questionw
ouldbe guessing. N
oone
know
sw
hat ex
aC
t functiontheotherplanetsinthechainperform
;
all w
eknowis that the hum
anlife-w
avedoes pass intothenext
planet w
hen the cycle is com
pletedfor this one. W
hether w
e
shall be bomthereas hum
anchildrenorintootherform
sw
edo
not know
. A
nddoubtless it is not necessaryw
e shouldbe in
form
ed, inasm
uchas ages m
ust pass beforew
eshall bereleased
fromthisw
orld. B
ythat tim
ew
eshouldhaveforgottenthefaC
ts.
T
heseconsiderations applytoanother question, w
hetheronlya
part, or thew
hole, ofthehum
anfam
ilyisatthesam
etim
eonone
globe. O
fthisw
ecannot speakw
ithauthority. B
ut intheSecret
Doctrine th
eauthorsaystheA
deptsteachthat sevenracesappear
inthebeginningonsevendifferent portionso
f the earth. T
his
w
ouldappear toindicate that the egos w
ithin those race-form
s
com
e fromanother planet inthe chain. A
ndas it is distinctly
taught that anobscurationovertakesaglobew
hentheentirerace
desertsit foranother, it isverysafetoassum
ethe teachingtobe
thatdesertedplanetsgointoobscurationiftheracesthatleftthem
havenot com
pletedall their rounds. A
ndas them
atterof ob
scurationas com
paredw
ithp ra laya — or total destruction—
isalso
raised, w
em
aykeepinm
indat thispoint that atotalp ra laya only
com
esw
hentheentiresevenroundsofthesevenracesaroundthe
sevenglobesiscom
pleted. T
heobscuration issim
ilar tothesleep

of m
an’s body, m
akingareaw
akeningpossible; w
hiletotal pra
laya issim
ilartotheadtual deathof the bodyo
f am
an, follow
ed
byhis ego’s goingintothe stateofDevachan. T
his agreesw
ith
theview
sgivenbyH
.P
.B
., asfromtheM
asters, that theNirvana
forthegreat hum
anfam
ilyisreallythat longperiodw
hichinter
venesbetw
eenthe total deathof aplanetarychain andthe new
birthof anewplanetarychain, uponw
hichahigherformof evo
lutionw
ill bestartedat thehourofthat newbirth.
W
hen the article inJuly P a t h said “w
em
ust goround the
w
holechainof sevenplanetsthreetim
esm
orebeforeas a race w
e
are perfected,”thew
ordsas a race w
ere intended to, as theyd
o
,
point out that sub-races w
ere not beingdealt w
ith. S
ub-races
growontheplanet, andnot bygoingtootherones. H
encethere
is noobscurationorpralaya after asub-race. A
sthese, intheir
process of form
ation, proceedw
ith their developm
ent uponthis
globe—
or anyother theym
aybe on, cataclysm
s for that globe
takeplace fromtim
e totim
e, involvingeithertheentirem
assor
onlyaportionofit. T
hesecataclysm
sarenot obscurationsofthe
globe. Forthelatter canonlycom
eonw
hentheegoso
ftherace
have abandonedthe globeforthepurposeofcontinuingw
orko
n
anotherof the sam
echain. A
ndcarryingo
nthecorrespondence
forthepurposeof illustration, thosecataclysm
saresim
ilartothe
sicknesses and accidents w
hichcom
e toa m
an duringa single
lifetim
e. W
henall the necessarysub-races have beenevolved,
andtheroot, trunk, branch, tw
ig, leaf, blossom
, andfruit—
seven
inall—
arecom
pleted, thentherace, havingbeenthus perfected
assuch, passesontothenext globeinthechain. T
hisisw
hat is
involvedinthesentencequotedfromtheJulyP a t h .
C
onfusionm
aybe avoided byrem
em
bering that the race of
w
hichw
eformapart includesm
anysub-races, andthat theterm
4‘su
b-races”does not m
ean that anewsub-race com
es ononly
w
hena preceding one has disappeared. T
he true H
indus and
m
anyE
uropeanraces ax
einourrace, sothat w
eandtheyareall
sub-races. InA
m
erica a newsub-race is beingform
edas pre
parationfor m
anyothers, all preparing the groundfor the fin
al
great race. It is onlyw
hen sub-races have fully accom
plished
their task that theyleave thisearthaltogether. A
ndinsaying
theyleaveor disappear, w
hat ism
eant isthat theraceasaphysi
cal expressiongoesout, not that theegosinthe bodies leave this
w
orldandgotoanothero
n
e.
A
sall theegosengagedinthisevolutionarenot inequal stages
of progress, but areveryvariedintheir developm
ent, som
e for
w
ardandothers backw
ard, thew
holeprocess isam
atterofedu

cationfortheegos. T
heygobackw
ardandforw
ardinthevari
o
ussub-racesw
hichareontheearthat thesam
etim
ejust as the
developm
ent o
f the egos requires, inthe sam
ew
ayasoneincar
nates infam
ilyafter fam
ilyinhis o
w
nrace. S
othat inonelife
onem
aybeinanadvancedsub-race inaccordancew
ithpredom
i
nating qualities, but in that incarnation m
aybring up certain
defedtsorgeneratecertaincausesrequiringhimtopassovernext
lifetosom
eother less progressedsub-raceforthepurposeo
f ex
tirpatingthedefedtsorw
orkingo
ffthecauses.
Inthisw
ayaccurateadjustm
ent, perfedt developm
ent, regular
ityandroundness are all am
plyprovidedfor. C
lasses of egos
fromtim
etotim
em
oveupen masse, andat last noegois left re
quiring the developm
ent afforded bysom
e sub-races, and the
latter then, as physical form
s, begintodieaw
ay, beinginhabited
onlybyverylo
wordersofintelligencew
hichneednodescription.
B
ut as thesearem
uchlow
erinpow
erthaneventhem
erebrainm
atter o
f theform
s theycom
einto, theresult is that theydrag
thephysical racedow
n, theyareunable togivethenatural brain
capacityits norm
al expression, and that race w
ill showall the
signso
f hum
andecrepitudeuntil its rem
ainingm
em
bers, gradu
allybecom
ingcuriositiesinE
thnology, areat last engulfedalto
gether bydeath. T
his is o
neof thegreat fadtsinracial history
not yet understoodbythe w
orld. Arace is both physical and
spiritual. T
hephysical bodyandbrainrequireaninform
ingin
telligence of a degree of pow
er sufficient tokeep upthe exadt
am
ount of tensiondem
andedbythat sort of body, andif this is
not furnished the consequence w
ill be that equilibriumis de
stroyed, follow
edintim
e bysterility am
ong thefem
ales of the
race, leadinginevitablytoextindtion.
It is an obscure point, but of the highest im
portance. N
ot
im
probablym
anyw
ill rejedt it, but thefadt ofracial extindtionis
know
n, asinthecaseof H
ottentotsandothers, andordinarytheo
riesfail toshoww
hya perfedt blight falls uponsom
em
asseso
f
people.
R
eturningtothegreat progressof the sevenraces, it is tobe
noted that w
henthecom
pletesevenhave all finished the seven
roundstheentirefam
ilyofegosevolvingonthesevenglobescom

m
encestoleave the w
hole chainforever, andthevariousglobes
com
posingit begin todie altogether. T
his, how
ever, does not
takeplaceatthesam
etim
eforthew
holeseven. T
heydieoneby
onebecausethe“hum
anlifew
ave”never arrivesatorleavesany
globeinacom
pletem
ass. S
uchcom
ingandgoingissim
ilartothe
m
igration of birdsfromzonetozone, theybeingknow
ntogoin

detachm
entsuntil allhavem
igrated. T
headvanceportiono
fthe
life-w
ave w
ill arrive at globesevenonits last journey, the re
m
ainderfollow
ing; andthusthew
holew
avew
ill beat last w
ith
draw
nfromglobeafterglobebeginningw
ith num
ber one—
orA
—
until theentirestreamhaspassedout fromthe seventh, it be
ing, as it w
ere, the door of departure. It isevident, then, that
globe A
, being the one tobe first com
pletelyabandoned, has
tim
etothrowitsenergieso
ffintospaceforthepurposeof begin
ningtheform
ationo
f anewfirst-planeglobetobereadyinthat
newchainfor theincom
ingrushof pilgrimsouls as soonas the
rest betw
eenchainsisover.
T
his is exaftly w
hat happenedfor the predecessors of this
chaino
fglobes, and, asourearthisafourth-roundorfourth-plane
globe, it w
as form
edin space bythe energies of the oldm
oon
w
hichisafourth-planeglobeof aform
erchain. For thisreason
theA
deptscall theM
o
o
nourparent, m
eaningthe parent of our
globe. A
ndtheM
o
o
nm
ayIllustratethe questionabout obscura
tion andpralaya, assheisnotinobscurationbut isinher fin
alpra
laya and is disintegrating as quicklyas naturew
ill perm
it, this
earthm
eanw
hileabsorbingher particles slow
lyfromdaytoday
w
hilethegreat cycleo
fourevolutionunerringlygoeso
n
. It has
alsobeenstatedinletters fromthe A
depts that the w
ell-know
n
planet M
arsisnowinobscuration. T
hism
eansthat thebodyo
f
theplanet is, asit w
ere, sleepinginspace, asit rollsaboutthesun
andhasnoinhabitantsonit suchas w
e. T
helife-w
avebelong
ingtoit haspassedontothenext orsom
eotherglobeof itso
w
n
chain, but sincethat w
avehas toreturn, the bodyof theplanet
doesnot gointopralaya, but w
aitsfor thenewday. Itslifeasa
sleepingglobeism
aintainedbya certain subtle principlew
hich
is not publiclyreferred to bythose w
hoknowof it, andw
hich
w
ill not perm
it it todieuntil thew
holechainof globeso
fw
hich
it is one has been traversedseven tim
es, or the equivalent o
f
seven, bythew
aveof lifebelongingtoit.

W at

f

m e Call ©uraelbca?

D
Onot knowhoww
idespreadis the tendency, but I have
beennoticingam
ongm
anyof ourbest andm
ost thoughtful
m
em
bers a reluC
tance tostyle them
selves “T
heosophist”.
Instead, theunw
ieldytitle, “am
em
beroftheT
heosophical S
oci
ety”, isused. T
othis is usuallyadded“and I amtryingtobe
com
ea T
heosophist”. T
he reasongivenfor this courseisthat

tothemaT
heosophist is, orm
oretrulyw
ouldbe, abeingofper
fect virtueandperfect w
isdom
.
W
iththism
eaningattached tothe title it is entirelycom
pre
hensiblethat theydisclaimit forthem
selves. B
ut it isam
eaning
w
hich, to m
e, seem
s to have been needlessly and arbitrarily
assigned. N
eedlessly, becausew
ehave m
anyother w
ordsw
hich
w
illbetterservethepurpose, as“altruist”fromtheE
uropeanter
m
inology, and, in the rarelyrichvocabularyw
hichhas com
e to
usfromtheE
ast, aserieso
ftitlesforthew
holehierarchyofspir
itually-strivingbeings, from
thelow
lyC
helatotheB
uddhaofC
om

passion; arbitrarily, for theetym
ologyim
plies nosuchm
eaning.
Inm
ostw
ordso
flikeform
ationthesuffixim
pliesonly“onew
ho
laborsat”, w
hileinw
ordssuchasrealist andm
aterialist it m
eans
still less, m
erely“onew
hobelievesin”. W
edonotrefusetoterm
am
an“geologist”because he is not an A
gassiz; w
ecall m
any
am
an, andrightly, anartist, althoughbetw
een himand M
ich
ael A
ngelotherebedegreesw
hichitm
ust takehimagestoclim
b.
A
ccordingtoallanalogy, then, aT
heosophist isnotonew
hohas
attained, but onew
holaborstoreach, D
ivineW
isdom
. T
om
ake
perfectionanecessaryqualificationforbearingthetitlew
ouldb
e,
inK
ali Y
uga, toput that titleout of u
se.
F
ortunately, w
hateverthestruggleof individuals, thew
orldin
general w
ill not be content touse a phrasew
hen it canfin
da
w
ord: anda w
ordit m
ust andw
ill fin
dtoexpressthat a m
anis
not m
erely“am
em
bero
ftheT
heosophical S
ociety”, but that he
recognizesthetruthof itschief teachings, that hebelievesinthe
U
niversal B
rotherhood of H
um
anity, in K
arm
a and R
eincarna
tion, and—
inH
.P
.B
.
S
ince, then, toraise the w
ord toits highest is todebar our
selvesfromusingit, andsince there is a needw
hichinitslow
er
m
eaningit w
ell fills, let us accept this low
er m
eaningand call
ourselvesT
heosophists. T
hetitlem
aybeborneinall hum
ility;
tosay“I strive”is but toconfess the goal unreached. In so
usingthew
ordw
ecannot belittle it, for not theachievem
ent but
theeffort that m
akesit possibleistrulygreat.
M
. L o r in g G u il d .

©tttes untrer £tttes.
O^HE theory that the rem
ains o
f ancient cities exist under
y§) those of the present is not a newone. D
r. S
chleim
ann
held it. andw
orkinguponthe clues foundin H
om
er un
earthedtheburiedT
roy. S
om
ehaveheldit inrespedttoL
ondon,

assertingthat S
t. Paul’s stands over the ruins of anold P
agan
tem
ple, andR
om
anruins havebeenexcavated indifferentparts
of E
ngland. In India there is a m
ass of traditions tellingof
m
anym
odemcitiessaidtostandoverancient onesthat lieburied
in
taC
tm
anyfeet belowthepresent level. Lucifer forS
eptem
ber
noticedthe “find”of anA
m
orite fortress sixtyfeet belowthe
surface, w
ithw
alls tw
enty-eight feet thick. It isw
ell know
nto
those w
hoenjoyed intim
ate conversations w
ith H
.P
.B
lavatsky
that she frequentlygave m
ore detailed and precise statem
ents
about great citiesbeingbuilt ontheex
aC
t spotsw
hereothershad
stoodlongagesago, andalsoabout thoseoverw
hichonlyvillages
standnow
. A
ndas theconstant explorationsof thepresent day
—
reachingalm
ost totheN
orthP
ole—
giveprom
isethat perhaps
soonthe prophecies about revelations fromm
other E
arthm
ade
byherw
ill befulfilled, I amem
boldenedtogivetheoldtheory,
verylikelyknow
n to m
anyother students, to account for this
buildingandrebuildingof citiesover eachotheraftersuchinter
vals that there canbe no suspicion of com
m
unicationbetw
een
present andpast inhabitants.
A
sm
an’scivilizationhastraveledaroundtheglobem
anytim
es,
fillingnowone countryand nowanother w
ithpopulous places,
creatingan enorm
ousm
etropolishere andanother there, his in
fluencehasbeenleft onnearlyeveryspotupontheearth, andthat
asw
ell uponlandsnowbeneaththeseas aso
nthoseabovethem
.
If w
e canim
agine the first com
ingof a populationtoa place
neverbeforeinhabited, theoldtheoryasksustobelievethat cer
tainclassesof elem
entals—
calleddevas genericallybytheH
indus
—
are gatheredover the placeandpresent picturesof houses, o
f
occupations of busylife oneveryhand, and, asit w
ere, beckon
tothem
en tostayandbuild. T
hese“fairies”, astheIrishcall
them
, at last prevail, and habitations are ereC
teduntil a city
springs up. D
uring its occupation the pictures in the astral
light are increased anddeepeneduntil the dayof desertion ar
rives, w
henthe genii, dem
ons, elem
entals, or fairies have the
storeof naturallyim
pressedpictures intheether toadd totheir
o
w
n
. T
hese rem
ainduringtheabandonm
ent of theplace, and
w
henm
an com
esthat w
ayagaintheprocess is repeated. T
he
pictures of^buildings andhum
anaftivityaC
t telepathicallyupon
thenewbrains, andthefirst settlers think theyhave beeninde
pendent thinkers inselectingaplace torem
ain. S
otheybuild
again and again. N
ature's processes of distributingearthand
accum
ulatingit hidefromviewthetracesof oldhabitations, giv
ingthespot avirginappearancetothenewcom
ingpeople. A
nd

thus arenot onlycitiesbuilt inadvantageouspositions, but also
inplaceslessconvenient.
E
vidence is accessible andplentiful ineverycountrytoshow
thatthew
inds, thetrees, birds, andbeastscanintim
ecoverover
com
pletely, w
hileleavingthemin
taC
t, therem
ainsof roads and
buildings onceusedandoccupiedbym
en. InC
entral A
m
erica
therearevast m
assesof ruinsam
ongw
hichtreesof considerable
girthare nowgrow
ing. In other districts the rem
ainsof w
ellm
aderoadsaresom
etim
esfoundcreepingoutfromtangledunder
brushanddisappearingunderacoveringofearth. A
tE
lephanta
near B
om
bay, and inother places inIndia, the earthhas been
blow
ngraduallyunder pillars andgatew
ays, renderingentrance
im
possible. O
nthe P
acificC
o
ast, inoneof theM
exicanS
tates,
there is oldandnewS
anB
ias, theoneonthehill, desertedand
alm
ost coveredw
ithtrees anddebris of all sorts w
hichis surely
constructinga coveringthat w
ill erelongbesom
efeet inthick
n
ess. S
ow
ithoutregardtovolcaniceruptionsorlandslides, w
hich
of coursesuddenlyandforciblyoverlayacity, it isquitepossible
for N
ature throughher slow
er processes toaddtothickness o
f
earthy coveringat anyplace abandonedbym
an, and the very
best illustrationof this is inthecoral islands w
hich riseout o
f
theoceantobeso
o
ncoveredw
ithearthandtrees.
B
ut, our ancient theorysays, noprocess of a m
echanical or
physical kindhas anypow
er over the pictures im
pressedin the
retentive ether, nor over thoseclasses of elem
entals w
hich fin
d
theirnaturalw
orkinpresentingpicturesofcitiesandbuildingsto
thereceptivebrainof m
an. If he is m
aterialistichew
ill recog
nize these pictures onlysubconsciously. B
ut the subconscious
im
pressionsw
ill translate them
selvesintoaC
tsjust ashypnotized
subjectsrespondtoasuggestiontheyhavenom
em
oryo
f. W
hen,
how
ever, theseelem
entalsencounter a raceof m
enw
hoarepsy
chicallydevelopedenoughtosee not onlythe pictures but also
thoseentitiesw
hichpresent them
, it w
ill then result that a con
sciouschoicew
ill bem
ade, leadingtoadeliberateselectionofone
placeforbuildingo
nandtherejectionof another.
I present thisinterestingoldtheoryw
ithout proof except such
as canbeobtainedbythosefewpersonsw
hoarethem
selvesable
toseethedevasat w
orkontheirow
nplane.
B

ryan

K

in n a v a n .

T
heancientsconsideredthingsdivine astheonlyrealities, and
that all othersw
ereonlytheim
agesandshadow
sof thetruth.

T i t e r a r y IVJo t e s .
S e p t e m b e r L u c i f e r is not very interesting. Mr. Edge describes well the Elephanta caves near Bombay, Mr. Mead’s “ Simon Magus" continues its learned
exposition, and Mrs. Besant begins a serial “ Death—and After?" “ Vasudevamana” exhibits that intimate knowledge of the inmost nature and exper
iences of Atma with which theologians of both East and West astonish simple
folk. How a Calvinist and a Vedantin must smile at Herbert Spencer and his
“ Unknowable” !—[A. F.]
S e p t e m b e r T h e o s o p h is t .
“ Old Diary Leaves VI” deals mainly with the
experiences with spiritualistic mediums under examination for fitness as to the
proposed examinations in Russia, and is not only an intensely interesting
and vivid description of the phenomena wrought (particularly those by Mrs.
Thayer, the “ flower medium”), but is interspersed with instructive facts and
incidents and suggestions, all in Col. Olcott’s delicious style. From a mossrose bud falling on his hand at one of these stances and given afterwards to
her, H. P. B., to the astonishment of Col. O. and another lawyer, caused a
solid gold ring to emerge; and eighteen months later, when the ring was lying
in the hand of the Colonel’s sister, added three small diamonds to it. In a
powerful paragraph the Colonel shows how H. P. B. never wearied of insisting
that phenomena were insignificant as compared to spiritual philosophy, and in
variably taught that “ the psychical experiment has the same relation to spirit
ual philosophy that the chemical experiment has to the science of chemistry."
Mr. S. V. Edge, in “ The Hour of India’s Need”, addresses Hindus in expos
tulation and warning upon their listless apathy, and with no fear of either de
nial or offense manfully states and laments the prevalent indifference to the
efforts made for them and their country. Flattery and flowers are abundant,
but not zeal and cooperation. And, in truth, not much enthusiasm for India can
be felt either by Masters or by Westerners until Indians wake up and do some
thing. Bertram Keightley translates from the Sphinx a singularly minute in
terpretation of The Id y ll o f the White Lotus, and in a footnote Col. Olcott
says that a very curious history connected with the writing of this book will
be revealed by him in “ Old Diary Leaves”. At the close of the Supplement
Col. Olcott, with evident shrinking, prints “ The Olcott Pension Fund: a Per
sonal Explanation". It shows how most of the profits of the Theosophist and
of book sales went to the T. S. (67 per cent), and how the depreciation of the
currency has long enhanced the cost of living and of publication. His finan
cial future is gloomy indeed, yet he makes no complaint and maintains the in
dependent spirit of the man and the army officer. But the whole T. S . has a
duty and a privilege towards the one who has worn himself out in its work.—
[A. F.]
T h e o s o p h i c a l S i f t i n g s , vol. v, No. g. W. R. Old with fine analysis and much
thought-power treats “ The World as Subject and Object”. Edward Ellis’s
paper, “ The Ethics of Theosophy”, is peculiarly what an American would call
“ level-headed”, and shows up shams with delightful vigor and impartiality.
“ A Beginner’s Sorrows” very truly depicts an experience apt to occur to as
pirants, but becomes somewhat indefinite in the philosophy of its outcome.—
[A. F.]

T h e W o m a n w h o D a r e s , by Ursula N. Gestefeld, P. T. S. This is a remark
able book, not very strong in its early part, but growing stronger and stronger,
nobler and richer, in its sweep towards a grand consummation. A devoted
wife slowly realizes that the utter loss of individuality in marriage frustrates
its end, and that the physical ministrations which both her physician and her
pastor assure her are its essence should not be involuntary. How she vindi
cated the law of Nature over the law of State and Church, and the blessed re
sult, are the purport of the tale. Its finest parts are the scene at the natural
cross on the wayside rock (chapter 15), the admirable lesson of the boy and the
bird (chapter 20), and the discussions with the doctor and the minister (chapters
21 and 22). These are masterly, masterly in logic, sentiment, delicacy, and
wording. But all through the book are delicate touches or the keenest strokes,
pages 186 and 245 illustrating the latter. Only a union of a clear head, a lov
ing nature, and an exalted ideal could produce this work. If not by name
Theosophical, it is really so in its full-voiced proclamation of the truths of the
Higher Life, the responsibility of individuality, the triumph coming through
the sacrifice of self rather than duty, the need for a rational solvent to the
sex problem, the glory of womanhood as God intended rather than as man has
in his selfishness supposed. Little, if any, deference is due to a brute merely
because he is a father, and one should not use “ transpire” when he means
“ occur”, or ever say “ I am mistaken", but these are small blemishes in a
book so tender in sentiment, so high in conception, so affluent with truths in
valuable to humanity and so certain in time to enrich its future.—[A. F.]
T h e o s o p h i c a l S i f t i n g s , Vol. v, No. 10, is a reprint from L u cifer of two im
portant conversations between H. P. B. and a student upon “ Astral Bodies”
and “ The Mysteries of the After Life". Even if the explanations are some
times a trifle confused or indefinite, and, in one case on page 16, the question
quite dodged, the general statements are abundantly clear, large information
is given, and the illustrations are telling. The T . P. S . is sage in reprinting
just such articles, and thus ensuring to them a wider influence than L n cifer
alone could give: such was the plan proposed when T. P. S . was begun.—
[A. F.]
T h e L i g h t o f t h e E a s t is a new Hindfi magazine issued in Calcutta and
devoted to Aryan Philosophy, Religions, and Occultism. Its opening article,
“ The Signs of the Times”, is an able exposition of the service East Indian
thought can at this epoch render to Europe, and Schopenhauer is quoted as
predicting that the most remarkable historic event of the Nineteenth Century
will be the introduction of Aryan religious philosophy to the West. The mag
azine promises for European readers expositions of the Hindfi system by its
ablest expositors—the Brahmins, the great Vedantic doctors of Benares and
Southern India being consulted on every difficult and intricate problem. An
attempt will be made to give a rational explanation of the Shastric injunctions
so closely followed by millions of Hind&s even in these days. Valuable San
skrit works with Sankaracharya's commentaries will be translated. But what
is stated as by far the most important object of the new magazine is help to
those who sincerely wish to lead the true life but have no trustworthy guide.
Assurance is given that the greater articles will be from the pen of those who,
by virtue of y o ga , are on a higher level of spiritual consciousness than the
mass of mankind, and therefore able to give practical hints of the utmost value.
Readers are cautioned against supposing that the whole truth regarding the
secret aspects of ancient science is to be revealed, even if some of the contrib

utors are acquainted with them. Sacred mysteries are never revealed, but
•everything will be done to bring to light all that can be disclosed without pro
fanation. “ A Study of the B h a gavad -G ild " is begun; also “ Psychic Ex
periments” by a Chela; and among other articles is a discussion of the Sea
Voyage Question. If this magazine fully covers the ground of its promises,
and if all its articles equal “ Signs of the Times”, it may indeed be a Light
streaming through its own land and reaching far to the West. The subscrip
tion in India is 5 rupees, outside is 15 shillings,—a somewhat exaggerated dis
proportion.

7V\irror°f the7V\pVerrierit.
B l a v a t s k y T. S, Washington, D. C, has changed its Headquarters to 9 1 9 F
st. N. W., second story, where it has two large rooms with seating capacity for
125. They are convenient and tastefully decorated. They are open all day.
and evening, and books are sold there for the T. S. It purposes weekly or
bi-weekly meetings on Sunday evening, conducted by the Branch members
with such help as may be rendered by speakers and lecturers from elsewhere.
Much expense has been incurred for alterations and fittings, but this is part of
the vigorous work projected for the winter. Very many persons of a scientific
turn of mind are in the Government employ, but have never yet been reached,
and these are specially had in view. All prospects are hopeful. The library
is open daily from 10 to 5, and the Universalist Church may be had for lectur
ers of exceptional prominence. On the 21st of October Bro. William Q. Judge
lectured to the Branch on The Lost Chord o f Christianity. Although several
attractions were in the city the room was crowded, and all remained during
the hour and twenty minutes the lecturer spoke, The Post next day gave a
very good report of the lecture. The work of this Branch is broadening out
D r . J . D. B u c k , thanks to the preliminary efforts of our devoted and selfsacrificing sister, Mrs. L. D. Nugent, who, though sick and alone, has filled
Dayton, Ohio, with seeds of Theosophical truth, made a most successful mis
sionary visit to that city on the 9th of October. The Doctor addressed 100 for
an hour in the morning, in the afternoon gave instruction and responses to a
group of 20 inquirers at Mrs. Nugent’s rooms, and in the evening spoke to an
audience of from 150 to 200, answering questions for half an hour longer. All
were intent, and the speaker was urged to return. Mrs. Nugent has already
founded a “ Club”, and there are indications of spreading interest in Theo
sophical topics. Dayton is another of the towns ripe for a visit from a Theo
sophical lecturer.

T. S. Sunday evening lectures in October were: 2d, H eaven and
A . Keightley; 9th, The Common-Sense o f Theosophy, Alexander
Fullerton; 16th, Teachings Christ Withheld, Claude F. Wright; 23d, N a
tu re's Workshops, William Main; 30th, Theosophy and Christianity, William
Q. Judge.
A

ryan

H ell, Dr.

B r o o k l y n T. S. Sunday evening lectures in October were: 2d, Secret Doc
trine, C. F. Wright; 9th, E volu tion and Theosophy, Wm. Main; 16th, The
Lost Chord o f Christianity, William Q. Judge; 23d, Miss E. B . Hooper; 30th,
The Three Objects o f the T. S., Miss K. Hillard.

“ H. P. B.” T. S. Sunday evening lectures in Octobcr were; 2d, Evolution
o f the Soul, William Q. Judge; 9th, The Sixth Sense, C. F. Wright) 16th,
A s tr a l M atter and A s tr a l M an, Myron H. Phelps; 23d, The Rationale o f
Heaven, C. F. Wright.
B o s t o n T. S . has moved its Headquarters to Room 2, 136 Boylston st, which
is not far from the former, is pleasantly situated, and seats about as many.
The first meeting was held on Oct 6th, and on the 13th Mrs. Mary H. Wade
of Malden lectured upon What is Theosophy?

Isis T. S, Decorah, Iowa, has elected as President Mr. Geo. W. Adams, and
as Secretary Miss Idena C. Schrubbe.
B r o . A b b o t t C l a r k , who has rendered active service to the T . S. in South
ern California, has removed to San Francisco, and will add his strength to the
local work there.
T h e O h i o L i b e r a l S o c i e t y , Cincinnati, invited from Dr. J. Buck a Theo
sophical lecture, and on Oct 16th he gave “ Karma and Reincarnrtion” to an
audience both large and enthusiastic. The materialists present attempted
puzzling questions, but not with encouraging success.
T h e I n d i a n a p o l i s T. S. is the latest Branch chartered. The Charter was
issued October 13th, and the Branch, which is 67th on the American roll, has
six Charter-members.

T h e A r y a n T . S . has decided to adopt the system found so valuable in Lon
don, Brooklyn, and Harlem. It provides that visitors to Branch meetings are
admitted on tickets signed by any member, and that after four visits a person
can continue only through Associate Membership for three months, that not
being renewable, though an opening to regular membership.
O b it u a r y .
Mrs. Susie A. English, who with her husband and daughter had
consecrated herself to the work of female education in Ceylon, and who started
in a sailing vessel for Colombo last summer, expired at sea on the nth of Aug
ust The journey aggravated some ailments long held in check, and fatal com
plications of heart and kidneys ensued. Mrs. English had long labored for the
welfare of women as physician, teacher, and lecturer, and her purpose was to
supply instruction in medicine and nursing to the Sangamitta Girls’ School.
She had taken with her a manikin as part of her equipment. Thus sadly ends
before it was begun a noble purpose which was the culmination of a dutiful
life. Mrs. English was deeply earnest in her Theosophical convictions and in
their conscientious outcome, and her death, like her life, was in the path of ef
fort for others’ good.

co l.

o lco tt’ s g if t
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h ead q u a rters.

H. P. B. very properly willed to Col. Olcott, who had corrected its proofsheets and immensely aided its publication, her interest in the copyright of Isis
Unveiled. From the profits since her death Col. Olcott has given one-half to
Adyar, the other half to the American Headquarters. Its debt is thus less
ened by $187.50. How often has it been the case that he has divided his re
sources between the country of his birth and the country of his heart, keeping
nothing for himself ! Thus and otherwise does he illustrate as a man what he
has taught as President of the T. S.—that patriotism is better than selfishness,
and philanthropy better than patriotism.

G I F T FROM M R . B E R T R A M

K E IG H T L E Y .

Mr. Bertram Keightley has sent from Adyar as an expression of personal in
terest in the Headquarters Library the five volumes already published of the
translation into English of Valmiki’s Ramayana, the remaining two to follow
as soon as in print This important work will be a great addition to the grow
ing library, which has its thanks ready for all other kind donors of valuable
Theosophical literature. Nor will they be lacking for him who shall present
an album, a number of photographs of members lacking that accommodation.
There are three albums, yet a fourth is needed. Indeed, it has been for long
time, but the General Secretary naturally hesitates to multiply appeals when
many members are now so taxed. Still—Theosophy and its Society are worth
all that we can do for them.

^adCit Qoa»t
T. S, Portland, Oregon, has the following course of public lec
tures on Sunday evenings: Oct. 2d, Why we need Theosophy, Miss M. E.
Keene; 9th, “ We are Seven", A. R. Read; 16th, Self-Discipline, Mrs. M. J.
Robinson; 23d, A s tra l L igh t and Kama-Loka, J. H. Scotford; 30th, What
are Dream s?, Mrs. L. D. Durkee; Nov. 6th, The Study o f Occultism, H. H.
Griffiths; 13th, The Great Renunciation, J. H. Scotford; 20th, The Idea of
Rebirth, A. R. Read; 27th, A r e we Brothers?, Miss M. E. Keene; Dec. 4th,
Theosophy and Science, A. Schuz; nth, The Soul o f Things, H. H. Griffiths;
18th, Theosophy and the Christian Doctrine, Mrs. A. R. Read.
D r . G r i f f i t h s gave two lectures in Masonic Hall, Santa Cruz. Oct 9th
“ Reincarnation” was given, and Oct nth “ Karma”. Branch meetings and
parlor talks were held. The press gave long and excellent reports.
W
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A D -IN T E R IM

C O N V E N T IO N

At San Francisco, Oct. ist, 2d, and 3d.
The Convention was called to order by E. B. Rambo at 10 a.m., Oct ist
The Secretary’s report of the Second Ad-Interim Convention was adopted as
printed.
F. I. Blodgett of Seattle T. S. was elected President, and Abbott Clark Sec
retary. The Branches were represented by 29 delegates.
Two business sessions were held, at 10 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., Oct. ist
At the morning session the report of the treasurer of the Pacific Coast Com
mittee, E. B. Rambo, was read. The library is in a flourishing condition. A
considerable amount of Theosophical literature has been circulated, including
41, n o leaflets. The receipts at the treasurer’s office for the two years had been
$2400, and the disbursements the same.
The Pacific Coast lectureship was tendered to Dr. Allen Griffiths in the lat
ter part of February, 1892. On March 19th the lepturer left San Francisco for
Southern California and was absent two months, during which time fifteen
cities and towns were visited, twenty-six lectures given, and many parlor talks
held. From June 3d for three and a half months Dr. Griffiths was in the
Northwest, from Victoria, B. C., on the north, Spokane on the east, and Boise
City on the southeast, to the ocean on the west Twenty-two cities and towns
were visited, thirty-eight public lectures given, and many parlor talks. Two
new Branches were organized, one at Victoria, with eleven charter-members,
and one at Elgin, Oregon, with seven charter-members.

A report by Dr. Copeland of Tacoma was received with applause. Short ad
dresses were made by Miss Walsh of San Jos6, Mrs. A. J. Patterson of San
Diego, Mrs. M. B. Smith, F. I. Blodgett, of Seattle, Mr. Ettle, Mrs. McIntyre,
and Dr. A. Griffiths.
A recess was taken to meet at Red Men's Hall at 2 p.m.
Rev. Mr. Copeland announced that he had prepared a Theosophical burial
service, and submitted the proof-sheets for the approval of the Convention. It
includes services of song, admonition, memorial tributes, and selections from
the B hagavad-G itd , for the home, at the grave, and at the crematory.
Resolutions were adopted continuing the Pacific Coast Committe for Theo
sophic work; thanking Miss Gertrude Piper for her work as Secretary and Li
brarian ; recognizing the value of the Lecturer’s work and recommending that
he be kept in the field and that funds for the purpose be continued to be raised;
thanking Bro. A. Griffiths for his work; and lastly, renewing and reiterating
the unswerving loyalty of the Coast to Theosophy and sending greetings of
loyalty and friendship to Col. Olcott, Annie Besant, and William Q. Judge.
Five public meetings were held and had good audiences. Practical phases
of Theosophy were dealt with by Dr. Copeland, Miss Walsh, Bro. Blodgett,
Dr. Anderson, and Allen Griffiths. Excellent reports were made by the daily
papers. The greatest harmony and earnestness marked the Convention. It
was resolved to hold the next Ad-Interim Convention in San Francisco.

There was an immense meeting in South London on Sept. 18th, at one of
the big music halls, to hear a lecture from Annie Besant on “ Theosophy and
Labor”. It was listened to with very close and critical attention, and an hour
of questioning followed. The applause at the end seemed to show a good deal
of sympathy, though it is always hard to say if applause means assent or only
momentary pleasure in listening to a fluent speaker.
The Blavatsky Lodge has just issued its syllabus for the autumn session: it
ranges over a wide area, from “ The Criminal Brain in the Light of Theoso
phy” to “ The Symbolical Paintings in the Lecture-Hall”. Ancient religions
are to be dealt with by lectures on Zoroastrianism, the Purdnas, the Upan
ishads , the Bhagavad-Gitd, and the Book o f Jo b . Conduct will be consid
ered under “ Asceticism, is it good or bad ?”, “ Western Idols and Eastern Ide
als”, and “ Man in the Universe, King or Slave ?” The occult side of Nature
claims two lectures, one on Sound-Forms and the other on Psychometry. No
names are attached to the lectures, as it has been found that this plan pre
vents overcrowding.
On the Saturday evening meetings, confined to members, it has been de
cided to take the Bhagavad-G itd for study. Mohini’s and Subba Row’s com
mentaries will be used, and members have been requested to bring with them
any translations they have, so that all the light possible may be thrown on this
priceless work.
The Headquarters staff has received a welcome addition in the person of
Miss Amy Dickinson, who has put herself under our Bro. James Pryse to learn
printing in order to devote herself to the work of the Society. What a good
thing it would be if all the work of the Society could be done by its own chil
dren!

The North Dublin Centre has just started a printing press of its own, and is
going to issue an 8-page monthly for propagandist purposes. May it prosper
as well as its elder sister, the H. P. B. Press.
Bro. Kingsland’s tour arpong the Lodges is doing much good. He has nearly
every day filled up till the end of October, and when he returns to London at
the beginning of November, he will have visited Scotland and Ireland and the
northern counties of England. It is impossible to overestimate the amount
of good that might be done by an extension of this kind of work, and, in ad
dition to the propaganda thus effected, the bands of brotherhood are drawn
closer and the spirit of unity grows. Bro. Kingsland has been to Liverpool
and North Wales.
Countess Wachtmeister has been to Ramsgate and Margate and arranged for
two lectures.
Bro. James Pryse had a successful meeting at Peckham Rye, Sept. 26th, lec
turing for an hour and then answering questions.
The artisan population in London is becoming interested in Theosophy and
asks for lectures.
The General Secretary of the European Section desires universal notice tobe given that Mr. Alberto de Das has been expelled from the Theosophical So
ciety, that action by the Spanish Group having been affirmed.
D O N A T IO N S TO H . P . B ’ s U R N .

To October 15th:
C. A. G. $10.00; M. L. S
., A. H. S
., A. W. S
., J. S
., $5.00 each; J. D., $4.75;
A. M. W„ $2.50; R. L. L. $2.00; D. N., A. V. E„ O. E. S
., E. M. D„ T. H. S
.,
$1.00 each; J. E. S
., 50 cts; total, $44.75.
Previously acknowledged, $152.83; in all, $197.58.
NEW Y O R K H E A D Q U A R T E R S B U D G E T .

Deficiency reported in October................................................................$1969 97
Contributions since October report:
Members of Aryan T. S .. . . $46.00 E. L. D. M............... $ 5.00
San Francisco T. S ............. 10.00 R. J. N ......................
5.00
A. E. P...............................
5.00 K. M. T......................
5.00
A. K..................................... 10.00 G. F. M......................
5.00
R. O. R. B.........................
1.00 Col. Olcott...............
187.50
-------279 50
Actual deficiency October 15th........................................................... $1690 47
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f o r a c o p y o f i t s i s s u e f o r F e b r u a r y , 18 9 0 .

T h e lig h t o f th e e y e fa d e th , th e h e a r in g le a v e th th e e a r , b u t th e p o w e r to se e a n d
to h e a r n e v e r d e s e rte th th e im m o r ta l b e in g , w h ic h liv e th fo re v e r u n to u c h e d a n d u n d im in is h e d .—B o o k o f Ite m s .

OM.

