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the other, will require patient labour for years. In 
the meantime the first religious effect of Spiritualism 
is to break some of the cramping bonds of antiquity, 
such, for instance, as the doctrine of eternal punish
ment. 'When freed from several hurtful old restraints, 
new ideas begin to take their place, partly from 
spiritual sources, but in a great measure from the 
exercise of common-sense thought, on the part o f the 
individual, which is why the general teachings of 
Spiritualism are much the same as those contained in 
free-thinking books like some of those published by 
Mr. Triibner, written by persons who know nothing of 
Spiritualism, but ought to be glad of it because of the 
seal of reliability which its hard facts will attach to 
their ideas. As accurate knowledge slowly accumu
lates, it may remove some of the salient features of 
what are now called the teachings of Spiritualism, or 
may cause them to be considerably modified, but in the 
mean time speculative Spiritualism is doing good by 
promoting free-thought, and by giving men at all 
events better and brighter ideas than they had before 
of heaven and immortality*.

THE MORAL RESPONSIBILITY OF PHYSICAL 
MEDIUMS.

E x p e r ie n c e  teaches that physical mediumship has 
nothing to do with the moral character of the individual, 
and that such mediums may be either very* good or very- 
bad, or neither the one nor the other. A  medium is 
considered to be a good one if the departed friends of 
individual sitters can come back through him and 
give evidence of their personal identity ; a sensitive of 
this kind is usually easily controlled; he very often 
goes into trances, and even in the middle of ordinary 
conversation is sometimes made to utter sentences 
unexpectedly to himself, and over which he has no 
command. He is also sometimes suddenly made to 
commit actions quite as involuntarily. The sitter is 
delighted if a departed friend of his own proves his 
identity through such a medfum, yet that friend, who 
for a few minutes had possession o f the sensitive, may 
have been nearly an angel of light, or may have been 
the greatest villain that ever drew breath. In either 
case the spirit was drawn there by association and by 
the surroundings of the medium. Considering that 
during a portion of their lives these exceptionally sensi
tive mediums are thus controlled, often while insen
sible, so as not to be responsible for their actions, the 
grave question arises, to what extent they are respon
sible for their deeds, when ���  at ����	�� , and not 
generally supposed to he under spiritual control. 
During long years of experience with physical mediums, 
we can testify that some of the lowest of them, whose 
misdeeds were notorious, were capable at other times 
of generous impulses and noble acts. I f  then Spirit
ualists permit such sensitives to fight with the world 
and all the evils in it, and permit them to be surrounded 
at public circles by the lowest influences in the shape 
of suspicious and incredulous people, who, without just 
cause look upon the media as impostors, and bring an 
abundance of evil influences about them, are Spiritualists 
or are the sensitives themselves most to blame, when as 
mediums they do wrong ?

There is abundant evidence for those who will seek for 
it, that professional physical mediumship isa'bad thing 
for the mediums, bad for the development of the mani
festations, and a straining of the gift to purposes to

which it is contrary to its nature that it should be 
applied. Spiritualism may almost be defined as “  The 
Science of the Affections.”  Powerful mediums are 
invariably impulsive and passionate people, so tliey 
should bo furnished with the very best surroundings. 
When the nature of mediumship is more generally 
understood, the probability is that all will agree that 
Spiritualists only should have access to the higher 
manifestations and to the best mediums, and that in
quirers should he made to begin with ordinary mani
festations, such as table movements or raps, or should 
form circles in their own homes, which is the best plan 
of all. In the higher physical manifestations, such, 
for instance, as the materialisations with the more 
sensitive mediums, the reflex action of the spiritual 
state of the sitters upon the manifestations is most 
striking. Some time ago an account was published in 
these pages, narrating how with a thoroughly reliable 
medium who had passed through the severest tests, a 
cut and sewed string vitiated a test at a ����	�  at which 
one of the spectators had been passing his time in 
making sarcastic remarks. The particulars were 
bravely published by tbe desire of the medium herself, 
who wanted nothing but the truth. Since that time, 
at various ����	���  with different mediums, where there 
has been inharmony in the circle, we have seen similar 
suspicious results to result from strong inharmony in 
the circle, so as to demonstrate that these things take 
place either in accordance with natural law, or in ac
cordance with regularly organised plans on the part of 
the working spirits. When the news reached England 
that Mr. Robert D. Owen and others had fitted up an 
absolutely test cabinet for two powerful but untrust
worthy mediums, we knew perfectly well that he would 
get something very suspicious, not because of the 
new cabinet, not necessarily because of the untrust
worthiness of the mediums, but because tbe spiritual 
harmony of the circle was broken up by strong ele
ments of distrust, and tbe total absence of real spiritual 
unity among the sitters. I f  Mr. Robert D. Owen will 
imitate in America tbe excellent plan inaugurated by 
Mr. C. Blackburn in England, of saving a thoroughly 
reliable materialisation medium from the influence of 
tbe outside public, he will find, while regularly observing 
the phenomena at home, that if he occasionally intro
duces an unquestionably bad iniluenseinto the circle, such 
as a man who takes it for granted beforehand that he 
and his medium are no better than they ought to be, 
the most villainous apparent instances of deception will 
be given by genuine spiritual manifestations, and the 
bad influences will hang about the medium during 
several ����	��  after the cause of the evil has been 
removed, and better surroundings substituted. Eor all 
these reasons our opinion is that Mr. Robert D. Owen 
has been rather premature in distrusting that common 
sense which he exercised for some months, in respect to 
the Katie King manifestations; for, granting the un
fortunate unreliability of the mediums, his examination 
of the cabinet they then had, and his long experience 
in observing the mediums and the manifestations, 
probably caused him to draw right conclusions, and the 
article printed in another column would possibly not 
have been written by him, had he had more experience 
as to the nature of unspiritual inharmonious circles, 
upon spiritual manifestations.

M r . J. T. M a r k l e y  has appeared as a public lecturer in 
Peterborough.
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THE PH ILADELPH IA  EVIDENCE EOR SPIRIT 
MATERIALISATION .

BY THE EOS'. ROBERT BALE OWEN.

Nearly fifteen years have elapsed since the publi
cation of my first work on Spiritualism, Footfalls on 
the Boundary o f Another World. In that time, out of 
more than fifty narratives contained in the volume, 
the authenticity of one only has been questioned, 
namely, of that entitled, “  How a Livonian School
teacher lost her Situation.”  (Footfalls,early editions only, 
p. 348.) In the English edition and in all the editions 
of the work that were published here after September, 
1860, thatstory is replaced by another, “ The two Sisters,”  
which I  may state (since both the ladie9 from whom I 
obtained it are now, alas! lost to the world by death) 
was related to mo by my friends Alice and Phcebe 
Cary. (Footfalls, p. 348 ; hut the paging corresponds 
to that in the American, not in the English edition, 
which last is not at this moment within my reach.) 
The reasons for the omission of the Livonian narrative 
I  gave in a footnote, thus :—
. “  A  friend of one of the parties concerned, having 
made inquiries regarding this story, kindly furnished 
me with the result; and the evidence thus adduced 
tended to invalidate essential portions of it. A  recent 
visit to Europe enabled me to make further inquiries; 
and though, in some respects, these were confirmatory, 
yet I  learned that a considerable portion o f the narrative 
in question which had been represented to me as 
directly attested, was in reality sustained only by 
second-hand evidence. This circumstance, taken in 
connection with the conflicting statements above 
referred to, places the story outside the rule of authen
tication to which, in these pages, I  have sought 
scrupulously to conform.”  (Footfalls, p. 345.)

In the Debatable Land, containing a still greater 
variety of narratives, I  was more fortunate: during the 
lapse of three years since its publication, not one of its 
relations of fact has been impugned.

But, not being prone to suspect my fellow-creatures, 
I  have ever found it necessary, in order to escape error 
or imposition, to follow out very strict rules of evidence. 
Better to omit a dozen narratives that may he 
authentic than to admit one of apocryphal character.

Thus judging, I  deem it my . duty to say that, in 
following up, this autumn, a supplement to the ob
servations in materialisation which I  made during last 
June and July, in this city, I  have come upon un
satisfactory results. Various suspicious circumstances 
have presented themselves within the last few weeks, 
including what I  and other habitual frequenters of the 
sittings judge to bo a direct attempt to deceive. These 
do not, it is true, afford proof that all preceding mani
festations from th e ' same source are untrustworthy 
(seeing that there arc many examples in which 
mediums, when their powers fail, supplement the 
genuine with the spurious) ; hut, under the old ex pede 
Herculem rule, they do throw a doubt over the whole.

If, therefore, I  live to write another work on Spirit
ualism, I  propose to exclude from its pages all record 
of the observations in question; as being, like the 
Livonian story, outside my “  rule of authentication.”  
Eor similar reasons I telegraphed to the editor of the 
Atlantic Monthly, on the 4th of this month, a request 
that he would withhold the relation of last summer’s 
observations which I  had contributed, at his sugges
tion, for the January number— a request which 
arrived, unfortunately, too late.

That, under these circumstances, my eharaeer, not 
as regards good faith, but as a shrewd investigator, 
should suffer, is natural and just. Yet perhaps it 
ought, on the other hand, to be borne in mind that 
there is nothing genuine, not even religion itself, that 
cannot be simulated; and that the presidents and 
directors of some of our best hanks have occasionally 
accepted, as their own, notes that had been struck off 
in the secret workshop of some skilful counterfeiter.

While I regret that observations, which I  had hoped 
would prove a valuable contribution toward a most 
important inquiry, have to be dropped, as insufficiently 
authenticated, I  am glad to know that, in this matter, 
other observers have been more fortunate than I. Mr. 
Crookes had advantages which we had not. He ex
perimented with a non-professional medium of un
blemished character, and many of his observations wore 
made in the privacy of his own dwelling, time and 
place, and all surroundings, being entirely under his 
control. Then Colonel Olcott, as the New York Daily 
Graphic has been informing us week after week, has 
had an experience infinitely more varied than mine; 
not three or four, but three or four hundred figures 
having presented themselves to his observation. Thus, 
omitting the Philadelphia seances, there is a vast 
balance of evidence during this year, going to establish 
the reality of spirit materialisation. And, so that the 
cause of truth is advanced, it matters .not who best 
aids to bring about its advancement.

It is proper I  should add, in conclusion, that, so 
far as I  know or believe, no one who has ever attended 
the Philadelphia seances has aided, directly or indirectly, 
in any deception or concealment, or is responsible 
(except it he by having granted undue confidence) for 
the results, be they what they may. _

Before taking action in this matter, I  stated, in 
plain terms, to the parties concerned, that I had with
drawn all confidence from them, giving them some of 
the reasons, founded, not on report, hut on personal 
observation, why I had done so. I  also reminded them 
that they had persistently declined or neglected to_ act 
upon my suggestion, that they should set the cabinet 
on castors, so that it could be moved to any part of the 
room which the audience might select. I  added that 
by so doing, and by giving up the dark circle, and 
allowing free examination of the cabinet, both before 
and after the sitting, it was still open to them, if all 
was right, to vindicate their honest dealing to the 
public. And I  concluded by telling them that if  they 
succeeded in such vindication, no one living would 
rejoice more sincerely than I.

R o b e r t  D a l e  O w e n .
Philadelphia, Dec. 10th, 1874.

LECTURES AT  MRS. MAKDOUGALL GREGORY’S.
• THE LATE HR. J. W . JACKSON.

On Wednesday, last week, Mrs. Jackson, widow of the late 
Mr. J. W. Jackson, the well-known psychologist and anthro
pologist of Glasgow, delivered the last of a series of three lec
tures at the residence of Mrs. Makdougall Gregory, 21, Green- 
street, Grosvenor-square, London, who had- kindly lent her 
drawing-room for the purpose. Among the listeners who 
attended during the delivery of the series, were Lady Vere 
Cameron, of Lochiel: Prince Albert of Solms-Braunfels ; Sir 
William Fairfax, Bart., of Maxton, with his sister, Mrs. Gre
gory ; Miss Douglas; Mrs. Wiseman; Mrj Mayne ; Lady X. ; 
Mrs. O’Sullivan ; Miss Inglis, of Bed H all; Miss Napean; Mr.
G. Sutherland ; Mr. G. Fraser; Mr. Me’Donneli, late of 
Dublin; M r.W .H . Harrison; and the gentleman through whom 
the Spirit Teachings, occasionally published in The Spiritualist, 
are given.
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There was a principle of reincarnation equitably governing 
the movements of spirits in the human race, and I venture to 
think that what Heredotus tells us on this subject is tinctured 
with error. These papyri and these inscriptions are more 
truthful than historians. Besides, the drawings in the cata
combs of Biban-el-Molonk demonstrate sufficiently that 
human souls were also punished in the human form and not 
in that of an animal.
It has been also said that the Egyptians believed, in a final 

resurrection, and that they mummified their bodies to pre
serve them for this end. I believe that to be also a false 
opinion, for I have never read anything to that effect in the 
funeral rituals. As the Egyptians did not, like the Indians, 
burn their corpses, they mummified them to avoid pestilence. 
This reason seems all the more plausible in that the plague 
was unknown to the ancient Egyptians, and only appeared in 
Egypt with Christianity, when they began to bury the bodies 
of the dead, which, being covered by the Nile during its over
flow, were the cause of pestilential miasma.

There are, besides, countless passages in the funeral rituals, 
where a final and celestial state of happiness is spoken of as 
awaiting the souls of the virtuous, and it is even said, “ the 
bodies that they have left behind will repose for ever in their 
tombs,”  a passage from which I  have already qnoted, and which 
proves sufficiently that the dogma of any sort of resurrection 
oan never have formed a part of Egyptian teaching. _ _
Metempsychosis is therefore nothing but the Spiritualist 

doctrine of onward progress, without return to the cast-off 
body, and without incarnation in the bodies of animals inferior 
to man. Heredotus and Plato, who collected a few vague 
ideas on Egyptian psychology, give us the space of three 
thousand years for this progressive purification, but, according 
to the text of the Egyptian papyri, erring souls conld be 
myriads of yearB working out their salvation. We know that 
the idea of social progress is altogether modern, but it appears 
that the idea of individual progress existed among the Egyp
tians, and that that which the Spiritualism (or Spiritism) of 
to-day sets forth as a novelty in psychological research, was 
admitted long before our times by that learned priesthood.

The attentive investigator will Bee more than one point of 
correlation between the Spiritualism of our day and that of 
the time of the Pharaohs. Inasmuch as our Spiritualism is 
not only a science but a Bystem of morality, it was also the 
aim of the Egyptian doctrine to reform and elevate the 
people. The religion of Isis referred the judgment of human 
actions to a supreme court from which there was no appeal, 
by giving to all men equally the time necessary for the 
amendment of their faults. Champollion says on this sub
ject : “  the successive transmigrations of the soul . . . gave 

. but a picture of the trials through which the divine emanation 
had to pass in order to arrive at infinite perfection, the con
stant aim of its virtuous striving. . . , The figurative expression 
of this belief, by symbols which appealed directly to the mind 
of all, was multiplied with studied perseverance ; as the 
foundation of public morality, it was reproduced on the public 
monuments by the aid of all the arts . . . kings and citizens 
were cited before the same tribunal. . . .”
I think I  have said enough in vindication of the beauty of 

the Egyptian doctrine of immortality, a doctrine which has 
begun to reappear amongst us, and which may he summed up 
in these words : Endless progression of the Boul towards per
fection by individual effort; abolition of an everlasting hell; 
plurality of terrestrial and celestial existences; lastly, a pure 
and perfect Spiritualism! _ _

How did the Egyptians arrive at these ideas ? I believe it 
was by the study of the laws of nature and of spiritual mani
festations that these philosophic notions arose in Egypt.

These great people were eminent observers. “ One cannot, 
without injustice,”  says Champollion, “  deny to Egypt the 
honour of the sublime results of her long study of man and 
of the universe.”  According to this great archeologist, “  the 
study of man”  was the basis of the psychological doctrine 
of the people of the Nile. This study was in fact the prin
cipal occupation of the Egyptian priests. The dissections 
they used to make when preparing the mummies had given 
them an extensive knowledge of the body and of the human 
machinery. Anatomy was so advanced among them that 
there were surgeons for special branches on their medical 
corps. I will not digress from my subject by entering here 
upon a question which might be made a special object of 
study. I  will content myself with remarking that animal 
magnetism seems to have been known to the ancient Egyp
tians. The Baron Du Pbtet has published in his Journal 
several Egyptian drawings evidently representing scenes of

magnetism. There were healers among the priests, and there 
were other priests who sold dreams; that is to say, who 
knew how to dream for purposes of consultation. Somnam- 
bnlism, second sight, mediumship have been phenomena in 
all ages, and there is no donbt that the learned of that time 
took advantage thereof for the elucidation of their religious 
beliefs.

In  support o f  what I  have ju st said , I  w ill transcribe  here 
a very  curiouB passage from  Hermes Trlsmegisles, wh ich  tends 
to  p rove  tha t the  ancien t E gyptian s  were acqna in ted  With 
sp ir it -com m un ion , fo r  it  is there  said  : “  O f all the  wonder* 
wh ich  we have observed  in  m an , tha t wh ich  m ost comm ands 
our adm ira tion , is  that m en  shou ld  have known  h ow  to find  
the  d iv ine  natnre, and  to pu t it  to use. . . .  A s they  (m en) 
cou ld  n o t  m ake^sou ls, th ey  evoked  those  o f  dem ons or  o f 
angels, and  fixed  th em  in  h o ly  imageB and d iv ine  m ysteries , 
as the  on ly  m eans o f  g iv in g  pow er t o  th e  ido ls , to  w ork  good  
or  e v il.”  *
These lines have no need of comment; they are sufficiently 

clear and explicit. Spirit communications and evocations 
were well-known facts; spirits attached themselves to idols 
and images of saints as in our day to tables, and the divine 
mysteries were neither more nor less than those things which 
take place at our seances and in our cabinets.
There is much to be said on this subject, and history will 

have to he rewritten by the light of Spiritualism.
Spirit manifestations must have been known to antiquity. 

In fact, the art had been so much abused, that Moses was 
forced to expressly forbid his people to call upon the dead 
(Deut. xviii. 11). It would appear that evil magicians and 
evil spirits conspired together. The Journal Asiatique pub
lished by the Asiatic Society of Paris (November—December, 
1867), contains an interesting essay on two papyri, called re
spectively the Lee, and Eollin papyrus. They give the account 
of a trial in the reign of Eameses III. (fifteen centuries before 
Christ), in which the accused are magicians and sorcerers of 
the period, who tried to penetrate, by the force of magic, into 
the king’ s palace, with revolutionary intentions. The learned 
author of the article says that magic and incantations were 
inseparable from religion; they constituted the divine science, 
the art of all arts, and their practice was only forbidden to 
the vulgar, who abused them, and who continue to abuse them 
to this day.

This fear of abuse explains perhaps why Moses forbade 
necromancy, and never even spoke of immortality to the 
children of Israel. The great lawgiver was also versed in 
Egyptian learning, and must have been acquainted with this 
dogma. He may. have had other grounds for Bilence; he 
wished perhaps to root out Polytheism, for to the vulgar, spirits 
became as gods.* In any case it is certain that the Egyptian 
priest was always a Spiritualist. Who knows what manifesta
tions may have taken place in the darkness of the depths of 
the Memphian temples ? Who knows what raps may have 
resounded in the gloomy vaults of those immense palaces of 
granite ? There is fine material here for an historical treatise 
on “  Comparative Spiritualism,”  a study which will doubtless 
be pursued some day. The materialistic ideas of the eighteenth 
centnry had too much influence on the Egyptologists of the 
time of the Champollions, and the historical question of the 
“  Spirits ”  has been totally neglected and confounded with what 
is contemptuously called “  magic.”  But we are perhaps not far 
from the time when these errors will be rectified. And to this 
end archarologists have but to initiate themselves into the 
truths of modern Spiritualism, and to study from this point 
of view the emblematic writings of papyri and mummies, 
which speak to us so eloquently across the abyss of forty 
centuries of silence!

T h e  P r o p o s e d  I l l u s t r a t e d  S p ir i t u a l  P e r io d ic a l .— ■ 
Orders for this proposed journal are still flowing in steadily, 
and the increased list will be published shortly; the demand 
for Liverpool has increased from twenty to about fifty. Those 
who intend to take it in are roquested to send their names 
and addresses to Mr. W. H. Harrison, 11, Ave Maria-lane, 
London, E.C. If a good list of subscribers is obtained on this 
side of the Atlantic, it will remain only to be seen how many 
are obtainable on the other; by union in this matter, a very 
valuable and self-supporting journal will be introduced into 
Spiritualism, calculated to make converts among those readers 
whose adhesion would give great strength to the cause, besides 
which it will do good work by placing passing events pictorially 
on record. Specimen pages may be obtained on application.
* See Hermes Trismegistes, translated by Menard.—0. C.
* Weie the Egyptian vulgar alone in this respect?—T ranslator.
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height oi three feet from the floor, from Which it developed 
more rapidly til! the full form of a man, clad in white, 
about five feet eight inches high appeared before us. We 
asked if it was “  Benny,”  (one of the medium’s guides) ; he 
nodded in the affirmative, and waved his arms above his head. 
After two or three minor manifestations, he was requested to 
take a pencil and mark on the wall as high as he could reach, 
which having done, he retired to the door of the screen, and 
standing there in full view of all, gradually diminished in 
Bize and height till what remained appeared like a white 
pocket-handkerchief on the carpet, which itself shortly faded 
away. We were again requested to sing, during which the 
power having been restored to the medium, the meeting broke 
up, and thus ended one of the most extraordinary and satis
factory ����	��  it was ever the pleasure of your correspondents 
to witness.

Some of the sitters were so placed that they could see the 
whole of the space between the screen and the curtains while 
the door of the screen was open, and had the medium taken 
a part in the manifestations she must assuredly have been 
detected; finally, the medium was requested, when restored 
to her normal state, to make a mark on the wall with a 
pencil, which she did standing on tip-toe, and reaching to her 
utmost; it was then found that her mark was seven and a-kalf 
inches short of that made by the materialised form 11 Benny.” 
The height of the medium is 4 ft. 11 in.
In conclusion, it is needless to say that after this, none 

present were doubters as to the genuineness of the phenomena ; 
and when we reflect upon what occurred during these, to us, 
brief two hours, we recall to mind the lines from Young's 
E�%"�� �"��%"�� :—

How poor, how rich, how abject, how august,
How complicate, how wonderful is maul 
How passing wonder He, who made him such!
Who center’d in our make such strange extremes! 
FromdifT’rent natures marvellously mixt;
Connexion exquisite of distant worlds !
Distinguish’d link in beiug’s endless chain,
Midway from nothing to the Boity! 
* * * * * * * * *

. . . .  I tremble at myself,
And in myself am lost! at home a stranger,
Thought wanders up and down, surpris’d, aghast,
And wond’ring at her own. How reason reels !
0  wbat a miracle to man is man.
Triumphantly distress’d, what joy, what dread!
Alternately transported, and alarm’d !
"What eau preserve my life? or what destroy?
An angel’s arm can’t snatch me from the grave;
Legions of angels eau't eonflno me there.

We enclose our addresses and remain,
Thomas L ame J. II. I siit
Jons Mould H. A. Kersey

Newcastle, Dec. 23, Wm. Armstrong John Millee 
1874. E. Jeffrey.

a  CORRECTION.
Sir,—I observe a slight inaccuracy in the report of my 

speech in the Oxford Union as it appears in your columns. 
One sentence is printed thus :—“  From one point of view the 
' �����  is important;”  whereas what I  said was:—‘ ‘ From 
one point of view the ' �����  is the most important of all.”

St , George Stock.

ORTHODOXY,

Sir,—I would that Mr. Martheze were accurate, because 
accuracy on the part of opponents is the only method by which 
wrongs or errors can be righted. His assertion that my letter 
in �"���������������  on the 11th of December, 1S74, was a long 
one on orthodoxy, is ��������  it had only less than three lines 
about orthodoxy, and the words were—“  I  and others claim 
the right to let the outside public know, that there are 
orthodox Christian Spiritualists.”  The length of the article on 
other subjects was less than a column,—a contrast to the eight 
columns wo had from the other side.

Gladly would I answer the ten questions put to me 
by Mr. Martheze, because his heart is in Spiritualism; but 
the answer to be somewhat effective, would take ton columns 
of type, and when finished it would only be considered �&  
belief, be skimmed over, and possibly tcu more questions pu t; 
it being so much easier to put questions than give satisfactory 
answers. Every father has so felt it. I could put ten ordinary 
scientific questions to Mr. Martheze, and he could not answer 
correctly one of them. If so ignorant on tho structure and 
powers of substances ho can handle, we must not consider 
ourselves clever because we object, or consider that nothing 
exists but what we understand.

11

Orthodoxy is founded on testimony and on personal know
ledge. Iteason, like a judge, has decided on certain elementary 
principles, which have shaped themselves into terse expres
sions, to be expanded by each individual according to his con
fidence in testimony and his own experiences. Orthodoxy is 
in its broad basis, as I  stated lately in the ���� �� � —“  God 
our Father—Christ our Leader—Immortality—Heaven to the 
good-doers—Retribution to the evil-doers—Special providence. 
The Bible is the best store-house of testimony wo have; 
through its historical narratives we have a perception of the 
action of a superior mind direct and indirect on man. The 
lack of a system’ of punctuation in tho original copies of the 
Bible has produced the same confusion of mind in apprehend
ing the meaning, that we have in our law courts every law 
term, from our abstracts and parchment deeds not being 
punctuated ; and one Queen’s Counsel differs from another as 
to the true meaning, as much as theologians do. Yet the 
deeds were prepared, and the facts therein true.
When translations were made into foreign languages by 

persons practically unacquainted with oriental manners, cus
toms, habits of thought and idioms, mistakes were made, and 
that as easily as if an Orientalist were to translate English 
into Persian, and write, “ The sun set in darkness.”  The 
Orientalists might say, “  That is untrue; the sun never sets ; 
it cannot and never did set in darkness. The English 
astronomy priests were an ignorant set of men. We cannot 
rely on what they affirm.”  The discovery of copies of the 
Scriptures more ancient than those from which our authorised 
English translation was made has cleared up many am
biguities ; and I doubt not the official revision now going on 
by men accepted as qualified, will correct many other errors 
or expressions, which have been laid hold of to erect theo
logical theories by human reason based on imperfect know
ledge of facts, and so created sects on minor questions, leaving 
tho broad orthodox principles previously detailed, the basis 
for all the sects: Church of England, of Scotland, Methodist, 
Independent, Baptist, Roman, and others. Truly, one faith, 
one hope, one baptism of tho Divine. Spiritualistic pheno
mena destroy the faith of the atheist and modern Sadducee, 
and confirm that of the Christian—that the miracles recorded 
in Scripture were facts. As Spiritualists, our work is to let 
our knowledge be known, and silence the ignorance-mongers, 
who jabber in our societies founded to examine portions of 
tho products of the Infinite.
Mr. Martheze and others should earnestly find out wherein 

orthodoxy and Spiritualism are one ; if he does so, he will find 
himself almost, if not altogether, orthodox. Calmly ponder 
over each principle I  have named, and in the light of Spirit
ualistic phenomena and teachings, judge impartially.
Take them—God our Father—Christ our leader—immor

tality—special providence—heaven (or higher sphere) for tho 
good—retribution (or lower sphere) for the evil. Do not 
waste time over minor questions. Ask yourself—" Shall I  go 
and worship the Deity with the orthodox, or go and worship 
Nature with the Infidel, who denies the being of a God, of a 
spirit, of the phenomena I  have calmly and earnestly ex
amined and know to be true?" If in the Church, Mr. Martheze 
does not know a minister, so earnest as he is on spiritual 
knowledge, try and find one among the Dissenters; surely, 
all are not inferior to him ; and even if it should he so, show 
to mou—to angels—to spirits—to the ghosts who can see him 
—that he loves the same Higher being they do, by the visible 
sign of Mr. Marthezo’s actual visible body, in a house built for 
adoration—for praise. J. E nmore J ones.
Enmore-parlc, S.E.

D a l s t o n  A s s o c ia t io n .— The fourth anniversary o f the 
establishment of this 'Association is to be commemorated by 
a ������� ���������  at the Luxembourg Hall, Dalston, on Thurs
day evening, the 14th instant. The managers of the arrange
ments for the enjoyment of those who will attend, say that the 
preparations are very complete, and the event promises to be 
an attractive one in many respects, so probably many well- 
known friends of Spiritualism will be present on the occasion. 
Messrs. Qreen and Blyton, the ������  committee, inform us 
that they have received several liberal and kindly letters, 
offering the loan of various articles of interest for exhibition, 
amongst the lenders being Mr. Benjamin Coleman, Mrs. Cook, 
Mrs. Mary El. Tebb, Miss Kislingbury, Mr. T. Everitt, and 
others. The committee will be grateful for any further pro
mises of assistance from other metropolitan Spiritualists. For 
further particulars see our advertising columns.
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EVIDENCE THAT SPIRITUALISM DESERVES 
INVESTIGATION.

Spiritualism deserves investigation because -within the last twenty years 
it has found its way into all tho civilised countries on the globe; it has also 
a literature of thousands of volumes and not a few periodicals.
The. London Dialectical Society, Adarh-street, Adelphi, under the pre

sidency of Sir John Lubbock, Dart., M.P., appointed a Committee to inves
tigate spiritual phenomena. Tho Committee was appointed on the 26th 
January, 1869, as follows:—
“ H.G. Atkinson, Esq., F.G.S., G. Wheatley Bennett, Esq.; J. S. Bcrgheim. 

Esq., C.E.; H. R. Fox Bourne, Esq.; Charles Bradlaugh, Esq.; G. Fenton 
Cameron, Esq., M.D. ; John Chapman, Esq., M.D.; Rev. C. Maurice Davies, 
D.D.; Charles R. Drysdalo, Esq., M.D. D. H. Dyte, Esq., M.R.C.S.; Mrs. 
D. H, Dyte; Jame3 Edmunds, Esq., M.D.; Mrs. ISdmunds, James Gannon, 
Esq.; Grattan Geary, Esq.; Robert Hannah, Esq., F.Q.S.; Jenuer Grale 
Hillier, Esq.; Mrs. J. G. Ilillier; Henry Jeffery, Esq.; Albert Kisch, Esq., 
M.R.C.S.; Joseph Maurice, Esq.; Isaac L. Meyers, Esq.; B. M. Moss, Esq.; 
Robert Quelch, Esq., C.E.; Thomas Reed, Esq.; C. Russell Roberts, Esq., 
Ph.D.; William Voickman, Esq.; Horace S. Yeomans, Esq.
“ Professor Huxley and Mr. George Henry Lewes, to be invited to co

operate. Drs. Chapman and Drysdale and Mr. Fox Bourne declined to sit, 
and the following names were subsequently added to the Committee;—
“ Georgo Cary, Esq., B.A.; Edward W. Cox, Esq., Serjeant-at-law; 

William B. Gower, Esq.; H. D. Joncken, Esq., Barrister-at-law; J. H. Levy, 
Esq.; W. H. Swepston, Esq., Solicitor; Alfred R. Wallace, Esq., F.E.G.S.; 
Josiab Webber, Esq.” .
After inquiring into the subject for two years, the Committeo issued its 

report, which, with the evidence, forms a bulky volume, published by 
Messrs. Longmans. Among other things this Committeo reported: —
“  1. That sounds of a very varied character, apparently proceeding from 

articles of furniture, the floor and walls oi the room—the vibrations 
accompanying which sounds are often distinctly perceptible to-tho touch— 
occur, without being produced by muscular action or mechanical con- 
trivanco.
“ 2. That movements of heavy bodies take placo without mechanical 

contrivance of any kind, or adequate exertion of muscular force by those , 
present, and frequently without contact or connection with auy person. :
“ 3. That these sounds and movements often occur at the time and in 

the manner asked for by persons present, and by means of a simple code 
of signals, answer questions and spell out coherent communications.
One of the sub-committees of the Dialectical Society reported; —
“ Your committee studiously avoided the employment of professional or 

paid mediums. All wero members of the committee, persons of social 
position, of unimpeachable integrity, with no pecuniary object, having 
nothing to gain by deception, and everything to lose by detection of im
posture.’ ’ ________________________

HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES.
Inquirers into Spiritualism should begin by forming spirit circles in 

their own homes, with no Spiritualist or professional medium present. 
Should no results he obtained on the first occasion, try again with other 
sitters. One or more persons possessing medial powers without knowing 
it are to be found in nearly every household.
1. Lot the room bo of a comfortable temperature, but cool rather than

__let arrangements be mado that aobody shall enter it, and that there
hall he no interruption for one hour during the sitting of the circle.
2. Let the circle consist of four, five, or six individuals, about the same 

number of each sex. Sit round an uncovered wooden tablo, with all tho 
palms of the hands in contact with its top surface. Whether the hands 
ouch each other or not is usually of no importance. Any table will do,
just largo enough to conveniently accommodate the sittors. The removal 
of a hand from the table for a few seconds does no harm, but when one of 
the sitters breaks tho circle by leaving the table it sometimes, but not 
always, very considerably delays the manifestations.
3. Before the sitting begins, place some pointed lead-pencils and, soino 

sheets of clean writing papor on the table, to write down any communica
tions that may bo obtained.
4. Peoplo who do not like each other should not sit in the same circle, for 

Bucii a want of harmony tends to prevent manifestations, except with wcll- 
developod physical mediums; it is not yet known why. Bolicf or unbelief 
has no influence on the manifestations, but an acrid feeling against them is 
a weakening influence. .

5. Before the manifestations begin, it is weljl to engage in general conver
sation or in singing, and it is best that neither should be of a frivolous 
nature. A prayerful, earnest feeling among tho members of the circle gives 
tho higher spirits more power to come to the circle, and makes it moro 
difficult for tho lower spirits to get near.
6. The first symptom of the invisible power at work is often a feeling like

a cool wind sweeping over the hands. Tho first manifestations will probably 
be table tiltings or raps. , , c , ,  .,
7. When motions of the table or sounds are produced freely, to avoid 

confusion, let one person only speak, and talk to the table as to an 
intelligent being. Let him tell the table that three tilts or raps mean “ Yes,”  
one means' “  No,” and two mean “  Doubtful,”  and ask whether the arrange
ment is understood. If three signals bo given in answer, then say, “ If I 
speak the letters of tho alphabet slowly, will you signal every time I come 
to the letter you want, and spell us out a message? ” Should three signals 
be given, set to work on the plan proposed, and from this time an intelligent 
system of communication is established.
8 Afterwards tho question should be put, “ Are wo sitting in the right 

order to get the best manifestations?” Probably some members of the 
circlo will then be told to change seats with each other, and the signals will 
be afterwards strengthened. Next ask, “ Who is.the medium?” When 
spirits come assorting themselves to be related or known to anybody present, 
well-chosen questions should be put to test the accuracy of the statements, 
as spirits out of the body have all the virtues and all the failings of spirits
in tho body.. , . ,, . . . .

9 A powerful physical medium is usually a person of an impulsive,
affectionate, and genial nature, and very sensitive to mesmoric influences. 
Tho majority of media are ladie3. , a . .. , „
The best manifestations are obtained when tho medium and all the 

members of tho circle are strongly bound together by the affections, and 
are thoroughly comfortable and happy; the manifestations aro born of the 
spirit, and shrink somewhat from the lower mental influences of earth. 
Family circles, with no strangers present, are usually the best.
Possibly at the first sitting of a circle symptoms of other forme of 

meAhnashiP ban tilts or raps may make their appearance.
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