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MR. OTTO GOLDSCHMIDT.

Trxr Iditor expresses his unfeigned regret for having
in the last number of this paper, under the head of
«“ Woman’s Rights,” given circulation to certain state-
ments derogatory to the character of Mr. Otto Gold-
schmidt. He admits thatthe insertion of these statements,
particularly with the addition that they might be “ true
or false,” was wholly unjustifiable and without excuse.
e has tendered, and now publishes, his unqualified
apology to Mr, Goldschmidt for the pain and any other
injury caused by the article in question. Our readers
will have alrcady lcarned, from the reports in the
Times and other papers of the late trials at Kingston,
that the statements were singnlarly without foundation
in every particular, and that the Printers and Tub-
lishers of three other papers which had inserted similar
statements have been cast in damages amounting in all
to £2,000 besides costs. The Lditor thanks Mr. Gold-
schmidt for his forbearance in not taking similar pro-
ccedings against this paper, and allowing” him an
opportunity for the insertion of this :contradiction and
apology. e ;’ -
HOW THE ¢“SPIRITUALIST” NEWSPAPER

LIBELLED MR. OTTO GOLDSCHMIDT. S

NEWSPAPER EDITORS, PROPRIETORS, AND PRINTERS, AND
TIIE LAW OF LIBEL.

By the Editor.

A oruel libel, without a vestige of foundation in truth,
about Mr. Goldschmidt, the husband of Jenny Lind, was
published in a New York paper, from which it was
eopied into Public Opinion, and thence into otherjournals,
ineluding the London Reader, tho dmerican Register,
the Haverfordwest Telegraph, the Spiritualist, and how
many more, if any, I know not. In the philanthropic
work of advocating the cause of “ Woman’s Rights,”
the paragraph was quoted into this journal from the
Haverfordwest Telegraph. I did not know its unreliable
American origin.

At the Kingston Spring Assizes, on the 30th of last
montlh, before the Lord Chief Justice, Mr. Goldschmids
brought three actions for libel, and the Kingston jury
awarded damages as follows:—Mr, Wyman, of Public
Opinton, £750; Mr. Spottiswoode, of the American
Register, £750 ; and Mr. Stiff, of the London Reader,
£500; total, £2,000. In the case of Public Opinion,
the Solicitor-General (specially retained), Mr. {. Pol-
lock, Q.C., and Mr. Thesiger were for the plaintiff;
Mr, Sergeant Ballantine and Mr. Ilolt were for the
defendant.

After the appearance of the quotation in this journal,
a lady reader bronght it under the notice of a friend
of Mr. Goldschmidt’s, and when the latter saw it he
placed the matter in the hands of his solicitors, who
wrote :—

“ We arc instructed to commence legal procecdings against you
immediately unless you undertake to insert in your next number an
apology in terms to be previously settled by us on bohalf of Mr.
(Goldschmidt, accompanied by a full report from the shorthand
notes (with which we will furnish you) of the recent trials, and

unless he is also indemnifled against any expenses with refercnce to
your paper.”

When it was pointed out to Mr, Goldschmidt that
the filling of this number of the journal with long law
reports of trials would spoil it for its readers, he at once
waived that one point out of the three,

After the apology at the head of this column reached
me, I wrote to the solicitors as follows :—

“With some curiosity to Imow what a legal apology was like,
1 have read the one you have sent, and after carefully considering
it sentence by sentence, I find I agroe with the principles involved
in cach, there never having been any intention on my part to
libel Mr. Goldschmidt, and he being move than entitled to have the
matter put right in this journal. As no two people write alike, the
style of composition is not mine, but that is a small matter, so I
accept, adopt as my own, and will publish the said apology. With
reference to the shorthand notes Mr. Goldschmidt had taken, to
print as a pamphlet for private circulation: if he wishes to have
them distributed, and would like to preseut them to the readers of
this journal, I shall be very pleased to issue his pamphloet as a
supploment with the Spiritualist next month, if he will send copies
for the purpose.

The above is all T have fo say about this celebrated
Goldschmidt libel case, and now change the subject to
make known what, for some years past, printers, and
others connected with newspapers, have considered to
be “ grievances ” in the law of libel, and a man with a
grievance is always an object of popular interest.

In the first place, if an editor libel anybody, the law

permits the person injured to recover damages from the
printer, or the publisher, or both. I know one printer
who has been nearly ruined three times in his life, for
the printing of libels he knew nothing about, and he says
he would not have known them to be libels had he seen
them before they were printed. The Printers’ Iegister
calls attention, among other cases, to one in which an
eminent printer was put on his trial for libelling some
one of whom he had never heard, and on searching for
proofs of his own guilt, he found it atlast in the follow-
ing thrilling entry in one of his books :—
¢ A two-sheet demy octavo tractate.”

The guilt of the publisher in the same casc, consisted in
his having been made a trade agent without his know-
ledge or consent, by a customer at a distance.

Even if those printers or publishers who issuc, say a
dozen newspapers weekly, kept a literary lawyer on the
staff to examine them for libels, it would often be im-
possible for the said intelligent supernumerary to tell
what was and what was not a libel, without knowing
all the facts of the case. :

Should a printer or a lawyer’s
sible for the acts of his principal ?

This 1s no laughing matter. It is one which often
threatens men of high character with ruin. It would
be well, perhaps, for some of the chief newspaper pro-
prictors in Fleet-street to call a meeting to consider
these things, and to pass resolutions thereupon for sub-
migsion to the government.

But a few months ago the House of Commons was
employed in revising the law of libel, and it decided
that a newspaper editor should no longer be prosecuted
for libel for truthfully reporting a speech containing a
libel, he not knowing it to be such, but that_he should
be bound to print a contradiction of the slander directly
after being informed of its nature, the speaker of the
libel being alone held responsible for the eonsequences
of his acts. The inference therefore is, that the House
of Commons holds the opinion, not yet expressed in
law, that if one English newspaper incautiously make
a truthful quotation of a libel from another English
newspaper, saying where the quotation eame from, the
first Linglish newspaper uttering the libel, shall stand
on the samc footing as the person who speaks a libel.
The two eases should be parallel in law. I say “ the
House of Commons ” passed this good and just law, It
may have been maimed or thrown out by the House of
Lords. Really I have no knowledge whether it is now
the law of theland or not.” It never having been my
intention to libel anybody, and a knowledge of Acts of
Parliament being worthless to the posscssor after he
quits the body, manifestly the acquiring of more
knowledge of them than is neccessary for temporary
needs, is waste of time. 'With scientific knowledge, the
case is just the reverse.

Asthelaw now stands, supposing a libellous quotation
to find its way into newspapers half printed in London,
there at once is ground for legal action against some
hundreds of newspaper proprietors, and a thorough
going British jury might award the samc damages (for
they could hardly award different ones) in each case,
amounting altogether to some hundreds of thousands of
pounds.

If public men or women,once great popular favourites,
fall into great distress in later years, is it for the general
good that such facts should be mentioned in newspapers?
Clearly, ¢ Yes,” and for three reasons:—1. Because it
tends to arouse popular sympathy to help them out of
their affliction. 2. Because if the said trouble be
caused by some legal or social error, publication helps
to remove one of the sources of pain to the community.
3. Because secrecy in anything whatever is a mistake
and unnatural. It is a thing which can only exist
while the people in the world, having passed through
the phaso of physical barbarism, are savages and can-
nibals in morals, ever warring with each other.
Children have no secrets, unless cunuing be hereditary
in the family, or the ways of the world be forced upon
them in early age by bad parents. Spirits also can
read each other’s thoughts, and mediums while in the
trance or clairvoyant state, very often read off the
present thoughts and past lives of those.in the room,
In a few years each reader of thesc lines will be where
his friends or enemies can by means of the wonderful
natural powers possessed by spirits read off all the acts and

clerk be held respon-

thoughts of his life, so the sooner we all of us try to help

each other in everything, and begin to have no secrecy
or privacy down here, the better. We do not know why
disembodied human beings have such powers, any more
than we know how waves of light, after setting in
motion the wonderful “pegs® on the surface of the
retina of the eye, produce by such mechanical action
the sensations called “ vision,”

TIE “DAILY TELEGRAPH” ON SPIRITUALISM.

Ox, Good Friday, last. week, the Duily Telegraph
published the following, which is onc of a series of
articles on “ Unorthodox London,” now heing issued in
that journal. It contains, perhaps, mere truthful infor-
mation about Spiritualism than has ever before been
published officially by any London daily paper:-—

“To the uninitiated inquirer the line of demarcation
between Swedenborgianism and modern Spiritualism—
or Spiritism, as it is now called—must of necessity be
shadowy and ill-defined. Tt would appear, at first
sight, that the position assumed by Swedenborg, as the
prophet of the New Jerusalem Church, would almost
oblige that Church to recognise the so-ealled revelations
claimed by the Spiritualists. To a certain extent this
is the case: that-is, the Swedenborgians are prepared
to admit—what a great many of us cannot admit—not
only the genuineness of the phenomena, but also their
spiritual source; nay, they advance a step further, and
even identify the communicating spirits. It is here,
indeed, they part company with the professed Spirit-
uvalist, and. approach very nearly, without quite reach-
ing, the position assumed by the, ordinary orthodox
mind on the subject—that is, when orthodoxy does not
go the length of denying the facts altogether. Where

these; facts .are admifted, wholly.rory partially,: the: i -

tignale usually appended is thatythieir xS"Oll'I;C‘e' 16 a: diaho-
lical one.  The Swedenborgianssadopt+this:theory in
spirit, ;though varying the letter,»and couching it in
their own peculiar phraseology. -~ They - claim finality
for the revelation of Ewmanuel:Swedenborg. The Spi-
ritualists, then, are in the position of a kind of Sweden-
borgian Nonconformists. /The question of the legitimacy
of Spiritualistic communications has, in fact, gone far
towards forming an open schism in the New Chnrch.
If the Spiritists may be correetly described as Sweden-
borgian Dissenters, the New Church, in its turn, is but
an established, formulated, orthodox Spiritism.

“ The announcement, then, which appeared recently,
that Professor Tafel would lecture at the New Jerusalem
Church, Cross-street, Hatton-garden, on ¢ Mesmerism
and Spiritism, as viewed by the light of the New Jeru-
salem Church,” offered an irresistible attraction to one
who, like myself, has made it his business to examine
the nicer shades of religious belief. I must confess
that T expected to find the New Jerusalem Church
thronged with the Spiritualistic celebrities of Tondon.
I have got to know them pretty well by sight; but to
my amazement I did not recognise one in Cross-street,
Hatton-garden. Is it that the Sunday evening services
of Mrs, Emma Hardinge, at Cleveland Hall, demand
the undivided attention of the faithful; or—gently be
it insinuated—do the Spiritualists lean to ¢mutual
admiration’ and avoid the possibility of hearing their
orced roughly handled? They would certainly have
done so had they been present at Cross-street; but, as
T said, there certainly was not a Spiritist of any stand-
ing there on the occasion of Professor Tafel’s sermon,

“The congregation was by no means so large as might
have been expected, seeing the sermon had been frecly
advertised. Beyond one or two gentlemen armed like
myself with note-books, and seemingly bent on business
rather than edification, the assembly appeared to consist
of the regular attendants at the church. The service
was exceedingly short, being composed of a few prayers
and two hymns only, after which Professor Tafel
plunged ¢n medias res. It was a new sensation to hear
such a topic broached by one arrayed in the familiar
clerical attire of surplice and bands, though mounted
withal on the rostrum of Nonconformity instead of the
orthodox pulpit. The question could not but occur—
Why do the clergy not handle such topics as these?
Spiritualism is emphatically a question of the hour, and
has been fairly described by one of its adherents to be
¢ either a gigantic delusion or the most important sub-
ject that can possibly be broached.” Gamaliel's argu-
ment may be sound enough—that, if the thing be not

from God, it will come to nothing; if it be from God
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we must not ficht against Him. Still,_pcople ha‘ve a
perverse habit of thinking, that if a subject is avoided,
it is because it cannot be grappled with. This, how-

ever, by the way. Professor Tafel grappled with it

hand to hand, beyond a doubt. He had read, as the
‘lesson from the Word, Deuteronomy xviii., which so
emyphatically denounces € an enchanter, or a witeh, or
a eharmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a
wizard, or a necromancer;’ and these denunciations he
proceeded at once to apply to the modern Spiritualists.

« He spoke with alarm of the growing numbers of these
people, whom he alleged to bz eounted by the hundreds
of thousands. The men of science were aghast. This
tilting of tables, if authenticated, entirely destroyed
their theory of gravitation. Thesc responses of invisible
beings by raps on the table, or by the hand of writing
mediums, distracted the minds of those who believed
“that man was going to rise again with his physical body,
and who located the soul in the interim in some non-
descript place, cither below or above the earth, The
men of science believed in material existence only, and
either denied the facts, or, admitting some of them, said
they were beyond the pale of science, because they conld
not be explained by natural causes. In tho meantime
the Spiritualists went their way unembarrassed, and
their principles spread more widely day by day. The
¢theologians of the old school’ again, he said, were
powerless. They went to the Bible to prove that it was
wrong to consult diviners, yet they themsclves, in the
face of the Bible and of reason, taught the doctrine of
the resurrection of the body. Science and theology were
alike powerless to stem the rising tide of Spiritualism,
The danger had,in one respcct, abated of late. Common
sense had begun to judge Spirifualism by its fruits, and
these were anything but satisfactory. It had hbecn
found to have a bad effect on the mental and: bodily
health. Nevertheless, a rational explanation and ex-
hibition of its dangers was still a desideratum. It was
incumbent, then, on the ¢ New Church’ to supply that
want. The works of Swedenborg bearing on the
question had been written between 1747 and 1772,
just one hundred years ago. The phenomena of modern
Spiritualism were evidently not permitted by God until
the corrcetive came in the revelations of Swedenborg !

“ The teaching of the New Church, said the Professor,
was that every phenomenon in the natural world is due
to a spiritual cansc, All objects in the three kingdoms
of Nature—the mineral and vegetable, as well as the
animal—are produced and animated by corresponding
objects in the spiritual world. Sinee God was in the
human shape, so all the spiritual world was in the
human form; and the tendency to assume this form was
ingeribed on all nature. The New Church taught that
the spiritual world keeps the natural world in order by
influx. The Church, therefore, did not & priori declare
the phenomena of Spiritualism impossible, It viewed
them in an affirmative state of mind. It believed in
the immortality of the soul—that when the body dies,
the soul enters at once into the spirit world, This spirit
world it believed—with the Spiritists—to be in and
around the natural world, and therefore, it acknowledged
the possibility of men in this world conversing with the
departed. The New Church, however, held it impossible
to see the departed with the natural eyes. Those only
could see whose eyes were opened by the Lord, and who
were introduced by the Lord into the spirit world.
Emanuel Swedenborg’s eyes were thus opened, and the
Lord Himself so introduced him, commanding him to
write down what he saw.

“The Professor here went deeply into the arcana of
what is termed general and particular influx, to appre-
ciate which a previous acquaintance with the works of
the Swedish seer is indispensable. Man he represented
as in equilibrio between the influence of angels and
spirits—presumably bad spirits—with his will left free.
This is, in fact, the orthodox position, stated with
technical differences of expression only. In a word,
the revelation of the Spiritists were traced to the (bad)
spirits, and those of the New Church to the angels;
which, of course, every Spiritist would set down as
simply ¢ begging the question.” Finally, the preacher
dwelt at great length npon Swedenborg’s writings, and
read voluminous extracts to prove the untrustworthy
nature of spiritual communications ; a position which, I
fancy, all but very bigoted Spiritists indeed would
freely concede. The spirits, he remarked, were ©fond
of making up stories.” Swedenborg was not allowed
to belicve them.” They were always ¢inventing lies.
Then, again, man reacted on the communicating spirits,
until those spirits reallyfancied they were the individuals
they personated. Thesc facts, he remarked, were
written down by Swedenborg one hundred years ago,
when he had little idea how far the ¢talking with
spirits” would extend, The only means of revelation
as to God and the spirit world was the written word.
Every other method was disorderly.’ Surely it must
have struck the preacher that he was herc almost
quoting the theologians of the old school > and the
‘men of science !’

¢ Such, however, is the light in which the New Church
regards modern Spiritism. Mesmerism was not touched,
though included in the announcement. A final ob-

jection was couched in the somewhat broad assertion,
that almost all Spiritualists held Christ to be mere man;
after which the relations of Spiritualism and the New
Church were summed up thus: Both recognised the
existenze of the spirit world in and arcund the natural
world; bcth admitted that man enters the spirit world,
and lives, immediately after his departure from the
natural world. The Spiritualists made the revelations
of spirits their criterion of truth; whercas the New
Church said that there is only one criterion, the Word
of God; and if man studies this prayerfully, he is led
into the ‘state of illustration” When new revelation
is required, he said a ¢vessel’ was chosen, and the
work was not entrusted to ¢ low spirits.” Swedenborg’s
mind was prepared from childhood, and, whilst he read
the Seripture, he was so illuminated that he was enabled
to formulate his revealments ‘in an orderly and rational
manner.’

“As the distinguishing feature of Swedenborg was
unquestionably the cacoethes scribendi, so is his disciple
not altogether frce from the cacoethes loquendi. The
sermon was long but lucid, and no analysis can quite
do it justice. I have endeavoured to lay it fairly
before the public, remembering that my office in these
papers is to describe, not teo discuss, and so leaving them
to say what amount of <light’ the New Jerusalem
Church of Emanuel Swedenborg throws on the eon-
fessedly dark—and, to some, the ¢uncanny ’—subject
of medern Spiritualism.

SCIENCE AND SPIRITUALISM.

Tur religions of savages, or rather the beliefs of
savages touching the supernatural, which of late years
have attracted so much attention, are to the student of
Spiritualism matter of peculiar interest. Irom them
are gathered a not unimportant part of that vast accu-
mulation of testimony borne by all nations and all ages,
from the earliest records of the human race, to the
occurrence of apparitions of the dead. Some minds far
from allowing weight to the belief of savages in this
respect, regard it as telling rather against than in favour
of the alleged facts, but this notion appears to arise
from a confusion of two things entirely distinet. How-
ever incapable, may be the braing of savages of drawing
correct conclusions from what meets their senses, their
senses themselves are undeniably as acute and as trust-
worthy as our own, and their belief in apparitions rests

solely on the evidence of their senses, on the simple
fact that, as they affirm, they see them. What adds
greatly to the value of their testimony in this matter is
that from knowledge of the ideas of existing savage
races, we are, as cthnologists have pointed out, enabled
to infer what must have been the ideas prevalent at
the same stage of development in primitive times. From
the fact that savages in the present day believe that
they are visited by spirits of the departed, and on that
ground anticipate a future state of existcnce, we are
warranted in concluding that such must have been the
belief of our primeval ancestors. Study of the re~
ligions of savages, of which so complete an account has
been given by Sir John TLubbock in his work on ¢ The
Origin-of Civilisation,” affords no doubt abundant proof
of the low and childish nature of the savage idea of u
fature state : an idea not connected with hope of reward,
or fear of punishment, not extending further than to
expectation of a certain prolongation of life beyond the
grave. So widely, indeed, does 1t differ from that idea in
the mind of civilised man, that some observers of savage
life have not recognised the radical identity of the two,
yet do they differ surely only as the conceptions of a
low mental period must ditfer from those of onc im-
measurably more advanced, only as 'the rudimental
differs from the developed. Then be it regarded as
founded on fact or on delusion, belief in apparitions of
the dead has been, it appears,—strangely as the words
may fall on some ears,—the starting point of belief in
the immortality of the soul.

Another point of the Spiritualist ereed—the belief
that some persons arc endowed with an organisation
peculiarly fitting them to enter into eommunication with
the spirit world—receives support from facts occasionally
turning up, and carclessly noted in fields of scientific
research. Of this an instance occurs in a striking
passage of an eminent writer’s « Lectures on the Science
of Religion.” After enunciating the opinion that the
influences under which men in primitive times formed
themsclves into a people were language and religion,
but that religion was even a more powerful agent than
language—after observing that this opinion is not one
“of philosophers only, but of historians, and more
particularly of students of the history of law, of whom
those who look below the surface have quickly perceived
that ancient law derives its authority, its force, its very
life from religion,”—Mr. Max Miiller proceeds to remark
that ¢ the belief that the lawgiver enjoyed some closer
intimacy with the Deity than ordinary mortals pervades
the ancient traditions of many nations,” Now, bearing
in mind that in primitive times the term Deity meant
merely spirit, and was applied to the departed spirits of
mighty men as equals of the highest spirits of nature,
how strikingly significant is this observation! Considered

in connexion with the context, it contains recognition
not only that, in the infancy of soeiety certain persons
were held to be in communication with the spirit world,
but that, as the founders of law, they have exereised
the most powerful influence for good over the human
race ; in"a word, as the inevitable deduction from high
authoritative showing, it would surely seem that just
as belief in apparitions of spirits of the departed appears
to have been the starting point of belief in the immor-
tality of the soul, so reverence for the injunctions of
exalted spirits of the departed, communicated as it was
believed through privileged persons, has been the starting
point of civilisation.

It is gratifying to behold science, while averting her
eye from Spiritualism, still, unconsciously, from her
effulgent lamp, shedding light on that which corroborates
the facts on which it 1s founded.

It will doubtless be objected, that though scientific
rescarch has produced testimony to the existence, at the
the earliest period, of belief in the supernatural, and
to its important action on the progress of mankind,
it has yet adduced no proof of the reality of the alleged
facts on which that belief is grounded. The questions
however arise : Can belief, of which the results have been
thus beneficial, have been caused by imposture and
delusion ? Is there indeed in the false such force for
good ? Is there not something in those results which
gives additional weight to the testimony of thousands of
educated, and of not a few eminent persons, as to phe~
pomena proceeding in the present day from the spirit.
world ? Something suggesting with peculiar force the
idea that, in the words of an eamrmest truthseeker,
¢ Perhaps, nay, probably, some mystie law, ccntring
deep in our nature, and touching far distant spheres of
‘untried being,’ runs through these undefined pheno-
mena ; which, if it ever be ascertained, will throw not
a little light upon the past beliefs and actions of mankind,
perhaps add to our assurance that there is an immaterial
and immortal part within us, and a world of relation
beyond that now pressing upon our scnses.” These
words are those of one but just departed from a life of
long and eminently useful labours; of one who for many
years had investigated the phenomena of Spiritualism
with close attention, and with characteristic freedom
from passion and prejudice: they are the words, in his
admirable paper on ¢ Testimony,” of Doctor Robert
Chambers, J.H. D.

SPIRIT LIGHTS.

Ar every large spirit-circle which sits in the dark,
there are almost sure to be two or three observers
present, who experience symptons of seeing-mediumship,
and see lights of more or less brilliancy Hashing to and
fro in different parts of the room. There arc some
mediums, however, in whose presence luminous phe-
nomena are produced, visible to the normal eye, and
scen by all the observers at once; manifestations of
this kind have recently been eommon at the séances of
the well-known medium, Mrs. Everitt. Recently we
saw thesc lights. Sometimes they were stationary, and
then they usually appcared two or three feet above her
head; they sometimes first became visible as a mere
point, and gradually enlarged to the size of a shilling,
then contracted again and disappeared, all in the course
of perhaps one-third of a minute—sometimes more,
sometimes less. In most eases they were in rapid
motion, and not stationary, so as to produce the optical
illusion of being a streak, instead of a spot of light.
Sometimes these streaks or flashes were only three or
four inches long, and sometimes a yard or two, making
graceful curves, from within a few inches of the ceiling,
down to ncar the centre of the table, which was sur-
rounded by perhaps a dozen observers. The lights were
unaccompanied by the slightest noisc or smell of any
kind. They had a lambent phosphorescent appearance,
but gave off not the slightest trace of smoke, either
luminous or otherwise, and they had a cold bluish-white
colour. They cast no illumination upon any maferial
object ; perhaps they did not approach near enough to
any such object to do so. Mr. Everitt says they are
refleeted by a looking-glass, when ono is in the room
and in the right position. Although they were visible,
and brightly visible at times, to cverybody present,
gsome saw them beforec and after otbers, and to such
secrs they were larger and more brilliant when they
reached their maximum size. This may indicate that
what is called the “rnormal state” of human vision
may not be a fixed point, but a sliding scale.

Some members of Mr. Stokes’s circle, 29, Kings~-
down-road, Upper Holloway, told us a few days ago,
that Mrs. Everitt was once at a séance there, that the
lights were produced, but presently one of them gave
a brilliant flash which lit up the room, accompanied by
a slight explosive noise, of a crackling nature. John
Watt, the spirit, afterwards made his voice heard, and
said that the spirits around Miss Kate Stokes, after
sceing the lights made, tried to make them too, and by
accident produced the explosion ; the conditions whereby
the lights were produced were sucly, he said, that the
accident attending the cxperiment might have injured
Mrs. Everitt.

So far, there is nothing very strange in supposing
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that beings who have some powers over matter which
we have not, can make lights which shall be visible to
the physical eye. But now comes an element of per-
plexity. Mr. E. Bird, of 98, Lothian-road, North
Brixton, is a secing medium, and seems likely to prove
to be a very good test-medium. When the lights seen
at Mrs. Lveritt’s circle were described to him, he said
that he always saw such lights before he saw spirits.
The lights appeared to him to bc openings in a dark
atmosphere ; they grew larger and larger, till at last, in
the illuminated opening, he saw spirits. Some of them
were of exquisite beauty, but at a great distance, and
in the brightest part of the light; but those nearer fo
him were commonplace sort of people, and some of
them the very reverse of those he saw in the distance.

Now as spirits, by acting upon the organs of vision,
often give seeing-mediums symbolical teachings, by im-
pressing picture-scenes upon their minds, these constant
experiences of Mr. Bird may have been meant fo teach
him that the lower spirits are mearer the earth and
nearer to earthly conditions, while the higher ones are
further réemoved from us. But the remarkable thing is
that, in a lctter recently published in Zke Spiritualist,
Miss Nisbet, of Glasgow, told how one of the lights, pro-
duced through Mrs. Everitt’s mediumship, was seen to
expand into a spirit-form. Now Miss Nisbet and Mr.
Bird have made their statements independently, neither
at the time having any knowledge of the experiences of
the other.

MR. HOME IN RUSSIA.

Mgr. HoME returned to London again a few days ago, from
‘St. Petersburg, where the Emperor of Russia attended some
of his séances. The Standard a day or two ago published
mueh newspaper abuse about him, written by the St. Peters-
burg correspondent of that journal, who managed to pick up
some hearsay rumours about what had been going on. The
following is a portion of the abuse in question :—

“The sueeess he had met with in the salons of St. Peters-
burgh appears to have turned hishead. Judging the Russians
by those who believed in him, he expected to find them all
equally credulous, and in an evil hour he offered to exhibit
his manifestations before a committee of seientific men. The
challenge was aecepted, the committee stipulating that the
locality should be chosen by them ; that instead of an ordinary
table one of glass should be substituted, and that Home
ghould not cnter the room before the time fixed for the experi-
ments. To these conditions Home consented. Six gentlemen,
prineipally professors, met in a room prepared for the purpose
at the University of St. Petersburgh. Home eame at the
appointed hour, expressed himself satisfied with the arrange-
ments, and the party formed the chain round the table,

and' waited patiently for the wusual rappings. A
lamp, with a powerful reflector, prevented the possi-
bilicy of any trickery under the table passing un-

noticed, and for some time there was mno indieation of
the appearanee of the spirits. At length Home pretended
to be awarc of their presenee by the wavering light of a
candle on the table; but this was explained as being caused
by the ventilator, which was immediately closed, and the
candle burned steadily. Then he declared that the arrival of
the spirits was announced by a peculiar rushing noise, which
was heard by all present; but on scarching for the eause, it
was found that a hot air pipe had been left open, and on its
being shut, the noise ceased. Rather out of countenance by
the failure of the experiment thus far, Home next drew atten-
tion to the rapidity of his pulse; but this was shown to be the
effeet of the heat of the room and the excitement of straining
the attention for such a length of time; moreover, one of the
sentlemen present had exactly the same number of polsations.
Though baffled and confused, Home did not wish to give in,
and offered to change the weight of any objeet in the room.
Tor this the committee were prepared. A pail was plaeced in
a pair of seales, and there it remained without moving the
balanee in the slightest degree. These cxperiments took up a
great deal of time ; everybody was tired; the trial was at an
end; but, not wishing to acknowledge himself beaten, Home
offered to meet the committee again on afuture day. It must
not be supposed that Home’s dupes are merely fashionable
loungers in want of excitement; some of them are superior
men, and many are reasonable enough on other matters, but
when they talk of Spiritualism they really seem to have taken
leave of their senses. Home’s first wife was a Russian, and he
is again going to marry into a Russian family.

Assuming that there were some fragments of foundation for
the foregoing story, the reason of the failure is plain, and may
be gathered from the information about “ conditions’ given
to Professor Tyndall on another page. Supposing some of
these men to have been intellectual * Gradgrinds,” with more
of the porcupine or the fox than of the dove in their natures,
what sympathy could there have been between them or their
spiritual surroundings, and a medium of an affeetionate
nature, with a taste for poetry and flowers.

Here is Mr. Home’s reply to the newspaper abuse, which
reply was published in the Standard :—

“8rr,~—In a letter headed ¢Russia (from our own eorres-
pondent), St. Petersburgh, April 7, and published by you this
evening, I find myself spoken of in a manner so utterly at
variance with the truth that I must request the publieation of
this my reply.

“ 1 did propose to meet some seientifie gentlemen, but it
was my stipulation not to see the room previous to the séunce.
It is untrue that ‘a lamp was arranged with a powerful
reflector’ (not that I would in the least have objected to any
sueh arrangement). It is untrue that I or any one ‘pretended
to be aware of any presence from the wavering light of a
candle.” It is untrue that I, or any one ‘prctended to be
aware of the arrival of the spirits by a peculiar rushing noise,
which, on search being made, was found to proceed from a
hot-air pipe being left open.” It is untrue that I offered to
ehange the weight of any objeet in the room, and that a pail
was plaeed on scales.

1 am not certain that the latter part of his letter may not

be treated as libel; that it is an unwarranted and most
gross falschood is certain. .

“I had a sapphire ring presented to me by his Majesty the
Tmperor, and one of trifiing value from an old friend. In the
latter was an emerald worth seme two or three pounds, and
this is the only emerald T had.

« T had remained in Russia six weeks longer than I intended,
and for four weeks had aceepted no invitations execpting with
a proviso, my presence being required elsewhere.

¢ T left with the understanding that I am to meet the same
gentlemen (one of whom is Professor Butleron, my future
brother-in-law) next winter in St. Petersburgh, and 1 may be
allowed to express a hopc that you will by that time have
found a eorrespondent who can furnish you with the truth
when he writes, and who will not insult men of whom he
knows nothing.—Your most obedient servant,

“D. D, HouE.
20, North Audley-street, Grosvenor-square, April 13.

SPIRITUALISM IN WOOD GREEN.

(Abridged and amended from last Saturday’s North Londoner.)

A FORTNIGHT ago, at a meeting of the Wood-green Literary
Society, the subject chosen was that of ¢Spiritualism.” Mr. Rees
presided, Although the general rule is to hear the positive side
prior to the negative, yet on this occasion the reverse was adopted.
Mr, Townsend opened the subject by reading his paper against
¢ Spiritualism.” He gave copious extracts similar to those
contained in The Spiritualist, and other publications of the
class, The passages translated by Mason, from the Greek,
respecting. man being a triune being, were adduced. According
to that idea man possesses a body, soul, and spirit. The body
is material ; the soul and epirit are immaterial, and as distinct
in nature from the body as hydrogen is different from oxygen
but whether man is so eonstituted as to be able to obtain a
glimpse of the spiritual world is a question which has occupied
the attention of men in all ages. In nearly all the ancient
civilised countries Spiritualism had been believed in ; it is even
carried out at the present time in Tndia, but there they practice
“ devil worship.” We may account for the origin of Spiritualism
from the time that,in the days when thc angels mingled their blood
with that of the human race, mankind may have been raised to a
standard which enabled them to hold communion with spiritual
beings ; that standard man has never reached since nor ever will
again, Although astronomy kept its watch for ages over Chal-
dea, and the priesthood seemed long to have retained some of the
wisdom of the angels, yet, as to the apparent supernatural powers
possessed by the priests may they not be ascribed to other causes?
True, diseases of the epileptic class were oftentimes cured without
the aid of medicine, but is it not a fact that magnetism has occa-
sionally a most beneficial effect on patients of this class ? "The
Spiritmalism of modern times, however, appears somewhat different
to the Spiritnalism of other ages. At the séances it is alleged
that the mediums ean and do converse with the spirits of those
who have passed from earth ; information can also bc obtained
of the “hidden life beyond the grave.” Writers inform us that
modern Spiritualism arose in New York in 1834. At the present
time there arc said to be from five to eleven millions of Spiri-
tualists in the United States. In 1855 modern Spiritualism was
introduced into England, where we believe it is spreading, if we
may judge of it from its increasing literaturec and places of
meeting. The paper then went into a description of the effects
produced by electro-biology, animal magnetism, and clairvoyance.
The writer ridicnled the idea of the moving of substances or the
elevating of tables by spirit power ; as for spirit-painting, it was
absurd to think that spirits would come on the earth to make
sketehes, they might do something more useful, Again, Spiri-
tualism was said to be useful in rousing the sceptic, but how is
this to be done when the Great Teacher has said—*“If they hear
not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though
one rose from the dead.” It may be asked if it is right to con-
sult spirits, He (the writer) would say, “No.” God in His
word forbids it— Regard not them that have familiar spirits.”’
He did not think Spiritnalism was necessary, nor did he think
that God’s Word approved of it. He thereforc entered his protest
against it.

Oun account of the indisposition of Mr, J. 'I'. Taylor, that gentle-
man's paper on the positive side of Spiritualism was read by the
hon. sceretary (Mr. Sutcliffe). To those unacquainted with it,
the aileged phenomena might appear untrue, indeed many per-
sons judged of the possibility of a thing from tbeir own standard
of knowledge. When the sailor told his mother that he had seen
a flying fish, the old lady at once rejected the assertion as impos-
sible, but when he spoke of their having fished up the whecls of
Pharaoh’s chariot in the Red Sea, she at once believed it as being,
in a sense, something within her own experience. The number
of flying fishes in the world had been very numerous ; geology,
astronomy, indeed almost every discovery in science had been
accepted by the world in the same spirit as Jack’s mother accepted
the intimation that there were fishes which occasionally made an
aerial voyage. Sir Walter Scott ridiculed the idea of supposing
that a town could be lighted by gas; and he, the essayist, had
heard Sir David Brewster argue against the possibility of ob-
taining a correct portrait by means of the camera obscura, In
like manner electricity and spectrum analysis had had their day
of adversity, and Spiritualism was now passing through the same
phase. He spoke at some length on the laws and value of testi-
inony, and the reasonableness of accepting or distrusting thc evi-
dence of the senses, and referred to Faraday’s assertion that there
was no trusting our senses unless the judgment had been largely
cultivated for their guidance, showing that if this principle werc
adhered to in everyday life, there would cxist no such a thing
as commercial or social confidence. He also spoke of Faraday’s
principle in the investigation of phenomena, viz., that before pro-
ceeding to consider any question involving physical principles, we
must set out with clear ideas of the possible and the impossible,
But if nothing were to be investigated until its possibility were
known, by what means was its possibility to bc known unless by
investigation ? In the ease of a table being lifted from the floor
without the contaet of the hands of any of those surrounding
it, Faraday would say that as it was impossible, therefore it never
happened, no matter how many witnesses attested the contrary.
Had they been trained to habits of scientific observation, thcy.
would have found that the table was not raised because it could
not be. He then procceded to give them the testimony of some
of the first scientific men of the day in support of the proposi-
tion that the alleged Spiritnal phenomena were real, and were
not the product either of hallucination or imposture. Mr, William
Crookes, F.R. 5., the editor of the Chemical News and the Quar-
terly Journal of Science, had borne public testimony to its reality.
Mr. Cromwell Varley, whose discoveries in electrical science are
of the most brilliant and useful character was cited as one who
had repeatedly testified to tbe truth of Spiritualism. Lerd Broug-
ham, Professor De Morgan, Dr. Robert Chambers, Mr. Alfred
Wallace, the naturalist, Mr, and Mrs. 8. C. Hall, William and
Mary Howitt, Thaekeray, Lord Lyndhurst, Lord Adare, the Earl

of Dunraven, Archbishop Whately, N. W. Scnior, late Master in
Chancery, and many other names of persons eminent in science,
literature, and art were mentioned among those who had not
merely given in their adhesion to the new faith, but who had
written in its behalf, and quetations were given from the writings
of each of those mentioned. Mur. Taylor had often seen Spiri-
tualistic phenomena of the most astounding nature; he had not
merely seen material bodies of the most ponderous character
fresly moved about without being so much as touched by any
one in the room, but he had been present when, without any con-
tact of any of them, elaborate drawings and writings of a high
character had been produced in an incredibly short space of time,
These had been done in presence of artists, and scientific and
literary men of the highest reputation, who could not possibly be
deceived as to the reality of what was taking place. These
things he had seen repeatedly, and what was more, they eould be
seen by every person present who desired it. Concerning me-
diums, many spoke loudly because three or four made a profes-
sion of it and took payment for their services. But what of the
thousands of spiritual teachers of another kind, who took payment
and high payment too for their services ? Qught they all to
descant on spiritual things for the mere love of it? If they
asked the Archbishop of Canterbury for his opinion of sueh a
doetrine, it would be given in no uncertain manner, * Much,”
he said, “ has been said concerning the suspicion that must neces-
sarily attach to dark séances, and some have unthinkingly averred
that what has been alleged to have been effected or performed in
the dark, could, if it were true, also be done in the light. Those,
however, who make such a statement have but a very superficial
acquaintance with the nature and power of light. In the mean-
time and pending the efforts now being made to diseover the law
under which spirits can, with the majority of physical mediums,
manifest better in darkness than in light, let me observe that in
such a matter of fact seience as chemistry, light is recognised as
a powerful agent in inducing change. Ior example, if I form
iodide of silver in a room from which light is excluded, it will
differ in a most important degree from that formed in even a
fecbly lighted room; if I mix together chlorine and olefiant
gas in a glass globe or bottle, they will remain together so
long as they are kept in the dark; but the instant that light,
even that from a luminous taper, is allowed to fall upon the mix-
ture, they combine chemically with a loud explosion like the
report of a pistol. If pure ehloride of silver be sealed in a glass-
tube, and then be exposed to light,it will acquire a violet colour ;
but if it be taken in a dark room, it will regain its white colour;
even the influence of a beam of sunlight in putting out a fire is
recognised by many. Now seeing that these things are so, how
absurd it is for people to prate with a volubility in the inverse
ratio of their knowledge, about the conditions under which spiri-
tual force should be exerted. The superficial wits of fifty years
ago indulged in unrestrained merriment, accepted by some as
reason, at the bare idea of the light radiated from a human
figure ever being able to record the appearance of that figure,
and yet photography is now a recognised and widely practised
branch of science. Some experiments of a seientific nature made
by me, warrant me in asserting that it is by no means impossible
that the presence of a spirit form, either in a dark or a light
room, may vet be renderved visible to the ordinary eye of sense.
The reason for this will be discovered in the following, to which
I invite special attention, Light, as many of you are aware, pos-
sesses a threefold property: that of rendering material bodies
luminous, that of heating, and that of inducing chemieal change,
Now it is possible to so scparate these properties as to fill a room
with one to the exclusion of the others. For example, I could
flood a chamber with light taken directly from the sun, which
should be quite luminous, permitting us o see every object as we
could outside of the house, and yet which should have all the
chemical power entirely abstracted. No chemical phenomenon
depending upon tlie agency of light, such as the faking of a pho-
tograph, could possibly take place in such a light. Then, con-
versely, I can flood a chamber with light which to our eyes shall
be total darkmess. The room may be so dark as to render
it utterly impossible to distinguish any object whatever, even a
white object on a black ground, and yet that room shall be so
luminous in a chemical or actinic sense as to permit the persons
sitting there to be photographed. To the eye of the camera the
room shall be full of light. I thinkit very probable that the room
in which a dark séanee is held may be lighted by light which to the
officiating spirits may be darkness, but which shall permit us to see
all that transpires, and when I next have leisure to resume
my investigations into the physics of Spiritualism, I purpose try-
ing some experiments which I expect will prove exhaustive.”
One great use of Spiritualism was the affording of demonstrable
evidence that there really was a life beyond this—a kind of evi-
dence that, at the present time, was much wanted, even in the
Churches, in which there was muech practical materialism, and
the majority of the ministers of which were ntterly incompetent
to grapple with the great questions of the day. A little Latin
and less Greek were but poor weapons for the man who had to
par1y the thrusts of Huxley, Darwin, and thinkers of that class.
If they were wise, they would accept the powerful aid of Spiri-:
tualism, which rightly understood and used, might yet restore to
them the influence as teachers that they had now undoubtedly
lost, and wonld permit the occupant of the pulpit to descant with .
a power that is now unknown, on the problems of man’s destiny
and happiness. In the course of the paper, the essayist instituted
& comparison between the Spiritualistic phenomena recorded in
the Bible, and those taking place around us at present, and
directed attention to the marked similarity that existed between
them. Spiritualism taught that God inspires men now as in
former times—that He is not exhausted, and that religion con-
sisted mot in words, but in acts; that man’s state hereafter
depends upon his actions, and not upon his theological belief.

The interest aroused was such that an adjourned meeting was
resolved upon for the purposs of discussion, and at that meeting
Messrs, Rees, Fitt, Emcrson, Mackenzie, Orr, Taylor, and
Townsend, spoke. A report of the discussion will be found in
the North Londoner,of April 8th, and that paper remarks—
“The arguments on the Spiritualistic side seemed to carry weight.”’

W are informed that in consequence of the vigorous action of
My, Taylor, several of the preachers in Wood-green have since
beer. delivering sermons against Spiritualism.

Mz, J. J. Mowrsg, tranee-medium, lectured last Thursday
night, under spirit influence, on “ The Philosophy of Spiritual-
ism,” to the St. John’s Association of Spiritnalists,” Corporation-
row, Clerkenwell. The public were admitted free.

Tue ZovAVE Jacos.—The present address of the ¢“Zouave
Jacob ” is 89, Dorset-street, Portman-square, W. He will pro-
bably return to Paris as soon as the throat-cutting there, and
other murderous work, resulting from selfish legislation and:
popular ignoranee, are over. We have not heard of any
sudden and remarkable cures effected by him in London, such
as Dr. Newton performed, but in some eases speedy rccovery
has resulted. Tor instance, see the letter by Mr, Collen, of
St. Alban’s, in another eolumn,
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PROFESSOR TYNDALL AT A SPIRIT CIRCLE.
SPIRITUALISM AND SCIENTIFIC MEN,

Proressor Trnparr has just brought out a new book,
published by Messrs. Longman, entitled ¢ Fragments of
Science for Unscientific People,” in which he devotes &
chapter to ¢« Science and Spirits.” The said chapter 18
in fact a reprint of an article he published several years
ago in the Reader newspaper, and we now quote it here
in its entirety, making comments as we go along:—

¢ Their refusal to investigate ¢ spiritual phenomena ’ is often
urged as a reproach to scientific men. I here propose to give
a sketch of an attempt to apply to the ‘phenomena’ those
methods of inquiry which are found available in dealing with
natural truth, . .

“ Some time ago, when the spirits were particularly active
in this country, a celebrated philosopher was invited, or rather
entreated, by one of his friends to mect and question them,
He had, however, already made their acquaintance, and did
not wish to renew it. T had not been so privileged, and he
therefore kindly arranged a transfer of the invitation to me.
The spirits themselves named the time of meeting, and I was
conducted to the place at the day and hour appointed.”

The gentleman who entreated Faraday to attend a
séance, was not a Spiritualist, but Sir Emerson Tennent,
F.R.8. Faraday, great and good man as he was, un-
fortunately for his historical reputation, wrote an uneivil
and ungentlemanly letter at Mr. Home, {0 Sir Emerson
Tennent, of which letter Mr. Home took no mnotice.
Dr. Tyndall, however, is here speaking of some other
séance.

WHAT IS MEANT BY ‘‘HARMONY’ AT SPIRIT CIRCLES.

 Absolute unbelief in the facts was by no means my condi-
tion of mind. On the contrary, I thought it probable that
some physical principle, not evident to the Spiritualists them-
selves, might underlie their manifestations. Extraordinary
effects are produced by the accnmulation of small impulses.
Galileo set a heavy pendulum in motion by the well-timed
puffs of his breath. Ellicot sct one clock going by the ticks of
another, even when the two clocks were separated by a wall.
Preconceived notions can, moreover, vitiate, to an extraordi-
nary degree, the testimony of even veracious persons. Hence
my desire to witness those extraordinary phenowena, the
existence of which seemed placed beyond a doubt by the
known veracity of those who had witncssed and described
them.”

The latter statement is a graceful admission. Asa
part of the instruction and education we intend to impart
10 Dr. Tyndall in this article, on the branch of natural
philosophy known as Spiritualism, we begin by telling
him that a knowledge of the laws of synchronous
vibrations is useful, analogically, in the investigation of
Spiritual phenomena. When the spirits who wish to
communicate are mentally and spiritually “in harmony”
with the spirit and mind of the medium, they can com-
municate with ease; the more they differ from him in
nature, the greater is their difficulty in communicating,
and the more pain do they inflict upon him by the
process. If the persons in the circle be also of the
same spiritual and mental nature as the medium, then
do ¢ harmonious” communications flow with greater
ease; also, good physical manifestations are more easily
preduced. The presence of one or two antagonistic
persons may not much weaken the manifestations,
except with some media, like Mrs. Everitt for instance ;
others, like Mrs, Mary Marshall the younger, arc not
so sensitive to repelling influences. Mr. Home is very

sensitive to them.

THE RELATIVE POSITIONS OF MEDIA, INVESTIGATORS,
AND SPIRITS.

‘‘The meeting took place at a private residence in the
neighbourhood of London. My host, his intelligent wife, and
a gentleman who may be called X., were in the house when I
arrived. 1 was informed that the ‘medium’ had not yet
made her appearaunce ; that she was sensitive, and might re-
sent suspicion, It was therefore requested that the tables and
chairs should be examined before her arrival, in order to be
assured that there was no trickery in the furniture. This was
done ; and I then first learned that my hospitable host had
arranged that the séance should be a dinner-party. This was
to me an unusual form of investigation ; but I accepted it, as
one of the accidents of the occasion,

“ The ‘medium* arrived—a delicate-looking young lady,
who appeared to have suffered much from ill-bealth. T took
her to dinner and sat close beside her. TFacts were absent for
a considerable time, a series of very wonderful narratives sup-
plying their place. The duty of belief on testimony was fre-
quently insisted on.”

The medium was “ gensitive.” So are some reflecting
galvanometers used by physical philosophers, and if
the needle be disturbed, the operator must wait till it
settles at zero before he uses the instrument to get
accurate indications.

It is bad policy to narrate wonderful stories to
enquirers about to attend a séance, so as to unduly raise
their expectations; it is best to tell them that the
manifestations are not under human control, and that,
perhaps at the eoming sitting, the spirits may not he
able, or may mnot ehoose, to manifest themselves.
Possibly there are persons living to whom certain
spirits see no reason why they should trouble them-
selves to demonstrate, scientifically, the reality of a life
beyond the grave ; many new attendants at circles talk
as if it were a great favour that they should be present
to accept such an enormous boon. Once we were
present when an important gentleman of this tempera-
ment put, in an authoritative way, many questions
which he had prepared in writing beforehand, to the
spirit “ John King.” John, who slightly loses his temper

sometimes, said, ¢ Shall I give you a piece of advice?”
“Yes,” was the reply. ¢ Hold your tongue,” said
John, and he took no notice of theimportant gentleman
all the rest of the evening. There are some of Dr.
Tyndall’s associates in the Royal Society, as well as out
of it, who are perfectly well aware, from personal
knowledge, of the existence of the John King aforesaid,
as a disembodied spirit. Whether they express their
knowledge is another matter. Some of them would,
perhaps, put on a look of blank unconsciousness if
questioned on the subject, and speak very learnedly
abont a ¢ new force "~—which speaks with an audible
voice, sometimes of deafening intensity, and, in rare
instances, with a “ volume” much the same as if the
bellows of a cathedral organ took the place of
lungs.

As Spiritualism can give scientific evidence to
enquirers, to prove its facts, there is no necessity to say
anything to nninformed novices about the duty of
belief on testimony.

THOUGHT-READING.

“ X, appeared to be a chosen spiritual agent, and told us
many surprising things. He affirmed that, when he took a
pen in his hand, an influence ran from his shoulder down-
wards, and impelled him to writc oracular sentences. I
listened for a time, offering no obzervation. *And now,’ con-
tinued X., ¢this power has so risen as to reveal to me the
thoughts of others. Only this morning I told a fricnd what
he was thinking of, and what he intended to do during the
day.” Here, I thought, is something that can be at oncec
tested. I said immediately to X.—* If you wish to win to
your causc an apostle, who will proclaim your principles to
the world without fear, tell me what I am now thinking of.’
X. reddened, and did not tell me my thought.”

Dr. Tyndall is unfortunate in writing about a scien-
tific subject on which he has no knowledge, Many of
the difficulties in the way of giving him what he asked
are perfectly well known, but would requirc a column
of space to explain. Here is ane difficulty as a sample.
The spirits around Dr. Tyndall-—and he, like everybody
elsc, has plenty about him—may have becn perfectly
invisible to the spirits around the medium, and living
in altogether a different mental and spiritual sphere.
If so, how could they get at the medium ?

IS IT RELIABLE?

*Some time previously I had visited Baron Reichenbach, in
Vienna, and I now asked the young lady who sat beside me,
whether she could sce any of the curious things which he
describes—the light emitted by crystals, for example? Here
is the conversation which followed, as extracted from my
notes. written on the day following the séance.

# Medium—* Oh, yes ; but I see light around all bodies.’

¢ 1—¢ Bven in perfect darkness?”

“ Medium——*Yes; 1 see luminous atmospheres round all
people. The atmosphere which surrounds Mr. R. C. would fill
this room with light.’

“I—fYou are aware of the effects ascribed by Baron

Reichenbach to magnets ?’

“ Medium—* Yes; but a magnet makes me terribly ill.”

«JT—¢ Am I to understand that, if this room were perfectly
dark, you could tell whether it contained a magnet, without
being informed of the fact I’

¢ Medinm—* I should know of its presencc on cntering the
room.’

“ I— How ¥

“ Medium —* I should be rendered instantly ill.’

“ T—*How do you feel to-day ?’

“ Medium—¢ Particularly well; I have not been so well for
months.’

%T—*Then may I ask you whether therc is, at the present
moment, a magnet in my possession?’

“The young lady locked at me, blushed;, and stammered,
‘No; I am not en rapport with you.’

“ 1 sat at her vight hand, and a left-hand pocket within sie
inches of her person cortained a magnet.’

Assuming the absence of error in this report of a
conversation, the medium was a little loose in her state-

ments.
THE VALUE OF SCIENTIFIC EDUCATION.

#“ Our host here deprecated discussion, as it ‘exhausted the
medium,” The wonderful narratives were resumed ; but Ih‘ad
narratives of my own quite as wonderful, These spirits, in-
deed, seemed clumsy creations, compared with those with
which my own researches had made me familiar. T therefore
began to match the wonders related to me by other wonders.
A lady present discoursed on spiritual atmospheres, which she
could see as beautiful colours when she closed her eyes. I
professed myself able to see similar colours, and more than
that, to be able to see the interior of my own eyes. The
medium affirmed that she could see actnal waves of light
coming from the sun. I retorted that men of science could
tell the exact number of waves emitted in a second, and also
their exact length. The medinm spoke of the performances of
the spirits on musical instruments. 1 said that such perform-
ance was gross, in comparison with a kind of music which had
been discovered some time previously by a scientific man.
Standing abt a distance of twenty feet from a jet of gas, he
could command the flame to emit a melodious note; it woul.d
obey, and continue its song for hours. So loud was the music
emitted by the gas-flame, that it might be heard by an
assembly of a thousand people. These were acknowledged to
be as great marvels as any of those of spiritdom, The spirits
were then consulted, and I was pronounced to be a first-class
medium.”

This is the very best paragraph in Professor Tyndall’s
article, and the one of which he will be least ashamed
when he has more knowledge. He, and men like him,
can teaeh most Spiritualists a very great deal, just as
Spiritualists can give him, and men like him, very much
which they require. Some dozens of Dr. Tyndall’s
listeners on the red benches of the Royal Institution,
already oscillate between his lectures and those of

the redoubtable John King and other spirits; such

listeners have many a quiet laugh at the want of
knowledge of the learned lecturer, whenever he makes
allusions to thc absurdity of the spirits playing such
irreverent pranks with the respectable old law of
gravitation,

WHAT DR. TYNDALL DID ‘‘NOT’ DO AT A SPIRIT CIRCLE.

“ During this conversation a low knocking was heard from
time to time under the table. These were the spirits’ knocks.
I was informed that one knock, in answer to a question, meant
‘No ; that two knocks meant ‘Not yet; and that three
knocks meant ‘ Yes.’ In answer to the question whether I
was o medium, the response was three brisk and vigorous
knocks. I noticed that the knocks issued from a particular
locality, and therefore requested the spirits to be good enough
to answer from another corner of the table. They did not
comply ; but I was assured that they would do it, and much
more by-and-bye. The knocks continuing, I turned a wine-
glass upside down, and placed my ear upon it, as upon a
stethescope. The spirits seemed disconcerted by the act;
they lost their playfulness, and did not quitc recover it for a
considerable time.”’

So Dr, Tyndall heard knocks coming from a table
under his nose, without finding out where they origina-
ted. Such is scientific investigation.

If thereis one thing firmly cstablished in Spiritualism,
it is that the sitters at a circle should be ¢ passive
observers,”” but they may be as intelligent as they
please. Yet far want of this clementary knowledge,
Dr. Tyndall sat trying all kinds of clever things—
turning wine glasses into stethoscopes, and wagging his
legs, as we shall sec further on.

A DELICATE PART OF THE STORY.

¢ Somewhat weary of the proceedings, I once threw myself
back against my chair and gazed listlessly out of the window.
While thus cngaged, the table was rudely pushed. Attention
was drawn to the wine, still oscillating in the glasses, and I
was asked whether that was not convincing, I readily granted
the fact of motion, and began to feel the delicacy of my
position. There were scveral pairs of arms upon the table,
and several pairs of legs under it ; but how was I, without
offence, to express the conviction which I really entertained ?*

If he thought it to be ‘unconscious muscular action,”
or anything else unconscious, there was no difficulty in
saying so. Really, in these days of libel actions, he and
Messrs. Longman had hetter be cautious, and consult
Mr. Spottiswoode before printing sentences like this.

A BEMARXABLE BUZZING XNOISE.

“To ward off the difficulty, I again turned a wine-glass up-
side down and rested my car upon it. The rim of the glass
was not level, and the hair on touching it, cansed it to
vibrate, and produce a pceuliar buezing sound. A perfectly
candid and warm-hearted old gentleman at the opposite side
of the table, whom I may call A., drew attention to the
sound, and expressed his entire belief that it was spiritual.
I, howevcr, informed him that it was the moving hair acting
on the giass. The explanation was not well received ; and
X., in a tone of severe pleasantry, demanded whether it was
the hair that had moved the table. The promptness of my
negative probably satisfied him that my notion was a very
different omne.”

Professor Tyndall will shortly give a serics of lectures
at the Royal Institution on ““Sound.” Should he then
repeat this experiment, and with the hair of his head
make a wine-glass buzz like a humble bee, the per-
formance will be viewed with breathless interest.

THE MECHANICAL POWER EXERTED BY SPIRITS.

“ The superhuman power of the spirits was next dwelt upon.
The strength of man, it was stated, was unavailing in opposi-
tion to theirs. No human power could prevent the table from
moving when they pulled it.”

This statement is not accurate. Is Dr. Tyndall
quite sure that he reported it correctly ? Usually the
spirit power in this way is very weak. With very good
physical media it is common enough for spirits to pull (or
move)objects with a force equivalent,say, to ten or fifteen
pounds. In some very rare and exceptional cases much
greater force than this has becn exerted by disembodied
spirits.

WHAT DR, TYNDALL ‘‘DID” DO AT A SPIRIT CIRCLE.

“ During the evening this pulling of the table occurred, or
rather was attempted, three times. Twice the table moved
when my attention was withdrawn from it ; on a third occa-
sion, I tried whether the act could be provoked by an assumed
air of inattention. Grasping the table firmly between my
knees, I threw myself back in the chair, and waited, with
evyes fixed on vacancy, for the pull. It came. For some seconds
it was pull spirit, hold muscle; the muscle, however, pre-
vailed, and the table remained at rest. Up to the present
moment this interesting fact is known only to the particular
spirit in question and myself,

A species of metal scene-painting, with which my own
pursuits had long rendered me familiar, was employed to
figure the changes and distribution of spiritual power. The
spirits were provided with atmospheres, which combined with
and interpenctrated each other, considerable ingenuity being
shown in demonstrating the necessity of time in effecting the
adjustment of the atmospheres, In fact, just as in scicnce,
the senses, time, and space constituted the conditions of the
phenomena. A re-arrangement of our positions was proposed
and carried out; and soon afterwards my attention was drawn
to a scarcely sensible vibration on the part of the table,
Several persons were leaning on the table at the time, and I
asked permission to touch the medium’s hand. ¢Oh, I know
I tremble,” was her reply. Throwing one leg across the other,
I accidentally nipped a muscle, and produced thereby an in-
voluntary vibration of the free leg. This vibration, I knew
must be communicated to the floor, and thence to the chairs
of all present. I therefore intentionally promoted it. My
attention was promptly drawn to the motion ; and a gentle~
man beside me, whose value as a witness I was particularly
desirous to test, expressed his belief that it was out of the
compass of human power to produce so strange a tremor, *I
believe,” he added earnestly,‘that it is entirely the spirits’
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work.! ¢So do I, added with heat, the candid and warm-
hearted old gentleman A, ¢ Why, sir,’ he continued, ‘T feel
them at this moment shaking my chair, I stopped the
motion of the leg. ¢ Now, siry A, exclaimed, ¢ they are gone.’
T began again, and A, once more ejaculated. I could, how-
ever, notice that there were doubters present, who did not
quite know what to think of the manifestations. I saw their
perplexity ; and, as there was sufficient reason to believe that
the disclosure of the secret would simply provoke anger, I
kept it to myself.”

Professar Tyndall was fortunate, with his absence of
knowledge of what takes place at spirit eircles, in
himself not only producing a manifestation which really
does occur at séances, but in misleading experts.
Sometimes these vibrations extend to the ceiling. Can
Dr. Tyndall do that by *“muscle-nipping?”  People
unaequainted with Spiritualism often speak with the
easy flow of eloquence, incidental to want of knowledge
of facts, about the frequeney with which the manifes-
tations are produced by spirits in the body; therefore
it will be very satisfactory to them to be able for once
to prove their statements, by quoting the above piece of
undeniable evidence.

Let not the inference be drawn, however, that «ll
persons connected with the Spiritual movement are
immaculate, Now that Spiritualism is becoming re-
speetable and fashionable, imperfect spirits in the body
will have an inducement to attempt to malke manifesta-
tions, and eonsidering the present statc of society, there
is too much reason to fear that the law of supply and
demand will work in its usual way.

THE GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE SEANCHE,

“t Again a period of conversation intervened, during which
the spirits became animated. The evening was confessedly a
dull one, but matters appeared to brighten towards its close.
The spirits were requested to spell the name by which I am
known in the heavenly world. Our host commenced repeating
the alphabet, and when he reached the letter ‘P’ a knock
was heard. He began again, and the spirits knocked at the
letter 0. I was puzzled, but waited for the end. The next
letter knocked down was ‘B, I laughed, and remarked that
the spirits were going to make a poet of me. Admonished
for my levity, T was informed that the frame of mind proper
for the occasion ought to have been superinduced by a perusal
of the Bible immediately before the séance. The spelling, how-
ever, went on, and sure enough I came out a poef. But
matters did not end here. Our host continued his repetition
of the alphabet, and the next letter of the name proved to be
(0. Here was manifestly an unfinished word; and the
spirits were apparently in their most communicative mood.
The knocks came from under the table, but no person present
evinced the slightest desire to look under it. Tasked whether
I might go underneath; the permission was granted; so I
crept under the table. Some tittered ; but the candid old A.
exclaimed, ‘He has a right to look into the very dregs of it,
to convince himself.” Having pretty well assured myself that
no sound could be produced under the table without its origin
being revealed, I requested our host to continue his questions.
He did so, but in vain. He adopted a tone of tender entredty;
but the ‘dear spirits’ had become dumb dogs, and refused
to be entreated. I continued under that table for at least a
quarter of an hour, after which, with a feeling of despair as
regards the prospects of humanity never before experienced,
I regained my chair. Once there, the spirits resumed their
loquacity, and dubbed me ¢ Poet of Science.’”

The séance was a weak and poor one, made worse in
consequence of non-compliance with the condition of
passivity. Raps are often obtained with people under
and around the table. Messages obtained through
physieal manifestations are eommonly very unreliable,
and especially so when there is a want of harmony in
the cirele, though the expression « Poet of Science,” in
this case, was true and appropriate.

ASSERTIONS.

4 Thig, then, is the result of an attempt made by a scientific
man to look into these. spiritual phenomena. 1t is not en-
couraging ; and for this reason: the present promoters of
spiritnal phenomena divide themselves into two classes, one of
which needs no demonstration, while the other is beyond the
reach of proof. The victims like to believe, and they do not
like to be undeceived.”

Question.

¢ UNIFORM EXPERIENCE” AND SPIRITUALISM,

« Qcience is perfectly powerless in the presenceof this frame
of mind. It is moreover a state perfectly compatible with
extreme intellectual subtlety and a capacity for devising
hypotheses which only require the hardihood engendered by
strong conviction, or by callous mendacity, to render them
impregnable. The logical feebleness of science is not suffi-
clently borne in mind. It keeps down the weed of superstition,
not by logic, but by slowly rendering the mental soil unfit for
its cultivation. When science appeals to uniform experience,
the Spiritualist will retort, ¢ How do you know that a uniform
experience will continue uniform? You tell me that the sun
has risen for 6,000 years: that is no proof that it will rise to-
morrow ; within the next twelve hours it may be puffed out
by the Almighty.’”

Spiritualism appeals to uniform experience. The
sacred books and secular histories of all nations abound
overwhelmningly with records of spiritual manifesta-
tions. Mr. E. B. Tylor proved this contlusively one
night in a lecture at the Royal Institution, while Dr.
Tyndall sat and listened to him. The records just men-
tioned may not all be reliable ; some of them are mixed
up with fable and superstition, whilst others are pure
forgeries.

SPIRTTUALISM.

«Taking this ground, a man may maintain the story of
¢ Jack and the Bean-stalk’ in the face of all the science in
the world, You urge, in vain, that science has given us all
the knowledge of the universe which we now possess, while
Spiritualism has added nothing to that knowledge. The

drugged soul is beyond the reach of reason. It is in vain
that impostors are exposed, and the special demon cast out.
He has but slightly to change his shape, return to his house,
and find it ‘empty, swept, and garnished.’”

Spiritnalism gives scientific demonstration of man’s
immortality. Is this * nothing ?” It proves that the
grave need not necessarily separate us from those we
love. It shows, as a spirit once said through the lips

of Mr. Morse, trance-medium, “ If a man cultivate:

either lis animal, his intellectual, or his spiritual facul-
ties, to the neglect of one or both of the other two, the
triangle of the brain is thrown from its balance, and
the man is imperfeet.”” If Faraday had been impressed
with this idea respecting the enormous importance of
cultivating the affections, he would never have thought
it beneath his dignity to give some of his valuable time
to the exposurc of what he may have thought to be a
clever imposture. Ile would have exposed and ex-
ploded it out of a loving desire to protect his less gifted
and more credulous brethren. Because he had not this
spirit in perfection, one dark blot in his life will go
down with his name to posterity in all history—except
the two histories written by Dr. John Tyndall, and Dr.
Henry Bence Jones. Those histories will not be looked
upon as perfect a century hence, in these portions which
deal with Faraday’s treatment of Spiritualism.

There is nothing about those facts in nature—love and
affection—in the Lhilosophical Lransactions of the Koyal
Society. - Many business men, statesmen, and others, are
very imperfeetly informed on these two subjects, and
Spiritualism will edueate them in the cultivation of
these two important virtues more than anything else.

MORAL.

When scientific men write authoritatively on scientifie
subjects of which they have not the most elementary
knowledge, it is for the good of the public that the in-
competency of their teachers on that particular subject
should be made known, otherwise the followers of the
great men aforesaid may be led into a quagmire.

The logic of the above moral will probably be admitted
to be as unquestionable as the statement that the cir-
cumference of a circle is everywhere equi-distant from
1ts centre.

Tre Roval Soctery.—At the soirde veeently given by
Major General Sabine, XK.C.B, to the Royal Society at Bur-
lington House, perhaps the chief objects of scientific interest
exhibited on the occasion were contributed by the two well-
known  Spiritualists, Lord Lindsay and Mr. C. T. Varley.
The photagraphs of the last eclipse, taken by Lord Lindsay at
Cadiz, were exhibited ; also the large reflecting telescope with
which he did the work. This telescope was made by Mr.
John Browning, F.R.A.S. Mr. Varley exhibited, in the
Library, some very beautiful experiments, tending to explain
the nature of luminous electrical discharges in rarefied atmos-
pheres; he also exhibited an experiment in which that
exceedingly rare phenomenon, ball-lightning, was produced
on a small scale, Mr. Spottiswoode, Treasurer to the Royal
Society, exhibited some interesting experiments, making
vigible to the eye the vibrations and nodal points in musical
strings ; and Dr. Norris showed some remarkable experiments
relating to the motion of blood corpuscles. Among the gen-
tlemen present on the occasion were General Sabine, President
of the Royal Society ; Professor Tyndall ; Professor Tennant ;
the Earl of Shefficld ; Professor Owen ; Professor G. G. Stokes;
Major-Gen. Sir A. Scott Waugh; Admiral Sir J. Hay;
Colonel Lane Fox; the Netherlands Minister; General
Lefroy ; Professor Adams; Mr, Justice Keating; Dr. J. H.
Gladstone ; the ILord Mayor; Lord Cecil; the Prussian
Minister (Count Bernstorff) ; Mr. Frank Buckland ; Dr.
Rolleston ; Captain Moncrieff ; Mr. William Crookes, Author
of “ Spiritualism Viewed by the Light of Modern Science ;”
Lord Chelmsford; Sir Travers Twiss; Sir Henry Holland,
President of the Royal Inmstitution ; Mr. Hepworth Dixon ;
Mr. J. Norman TLockyer; Mr. St. George Mivart; Mr. Ral-
stone; Mr. Spottiswoode; Sir Henry Rawlinson, K.C.B.,
F.R.G.S.; and Mr, Harrison.

Sprrrt DRAWINGS AND PAINTINGS.—Among drawing and
painting mediums are some who, with no knowledge of draw-
ing, produce pictures of rare beauty and excellence. Mr.
Benjamin Coleman, of 1, Bernard-villas, Upper Norwood, has
some remarkably fine specimens, executed by Mrs. Mapes, wife
of Professor Mapes, the celebrated American chemist; he also
has others, of nearly cqual excellence, by Mrs. Wilkinson.
Such picturcs are very useful for ornamental purposes. Other
drawing and painting mediums execute elaborate works of art
under spirit influence in pitch darkness under test conditions ;
among the Glasgow Spiritualists is one medium who hag this
power in perfection. This form of mediumship, therefore, is
useful, because the drawings are executed under such con-
ditions, as to give scientific proof to strangers that some
abnormal influence is at work. There arc other drawing and
painting mediums, who waste their time year after year; by
drawing or painting incomprehensible things under spirit
influence, which things are of less use to the world, than if
they had spent the same time in knitting stockings, or sweeping
a street crossing, TFor the benefit of the many mediums who
have thus sacrificed their independence and right of private
judgment to disembodied spirits, these words arc published as
a delicate hint, because their palpable waste of time brings
discredit upon themselves and upon Spiritualism. Any spirit,
in or out of the body, who assumes the absolute control of any
other spirit, cannot be a high one, for such a line of action
cannot be justified. Whenever mediums have sacrificed their
own independence in money or any other matters, to disem-
bodied spirits, they have usually suffered in consequence, and
very properly too. It is told in Mrs, Hardinge’s book how
Mr. Koons helped the spirits for years, but because he yielded
up to them his commonsense, and right of private independent
judgment, he was commercially ruined. We have seen much
waste of time over drawing mediumship, so hope that those
who waste time and money over the lower forms of this gift
will break off at once their present line of action. The value
of anything must be measured by its use, and Swedenborg has
pointed out that the angels in heaven are happy in proportion
to their usefulness,

TrE publieation of 7%e Spiritual News is suspended
during the summer months,

Mg. J. J. Morse’s public séunces, held every Friday
evening at 15, Southampton-row, W.C,, are very interesting.

Mrs. Exva Harpinge will leave London in May, on a
lecturing tour in the provinces. There are rumours that Mr
J. M. Peebles will shortly visit England once more.

THE Rovar IxstrrorioN.—Professor Max Miiller, M.A.,
gave a I'riday evening leclure at the Royal Ibstitution, on
March 31st, on ‘Mythology.” Sir Henry Holland, Bart.,
M.D., F.R.8, presided. There was a crowded audience in
which rank and intelligence were well represented, and many
leading Spiritualists were among the listeners, The lecturer
explained how mythology was thc necessary result of the
growth of language, but as he spoke chiefly of the mythologies
of the ancients, his discourse had not the same interest as the
four lectures of his once reported in these pages. He said
that the history of philosophy ig a history of one constant
battle with mythology. Mr. Spottiswoode recently lectured
at the Royal Institution, and many of the lcading philosophers
of the day were present. He exhibited some magnificent ex-
periments with the electric lamps and two great Iceland spar
prisms, on the circular polarisation of light. In these novel
experiments the light was reflected from a polished plate of
silver, placed between the polarizer and the analyser.

RENcARNATION.—The reincarnation doctrines of Allan
Kardec so largely accepted by French Spiritualists, and so
generally rejected by Spiritualists in other countries, seem to be
based on the assertion—“ If it were so, it would explain much
that is incomprehensible relating to the justice of God.”” This
may be true, but still the question remains—"*Isit so!” and in
the vast quantity of speculations some of our contemporaries
have printed on the subject, we have seen scarcely a single
serap of evidence in support of the great volume of assertions.
Under what conditions, through how many mediums, and at
what French circles, have the speculations becn broached ?

SPIRITUALISM AMONG THE QUAKERS.— Spiritualism is
beginuing to spread among the Quakers, more especially in
Yorkshire, and at Messrs, Herne and Williamg's séance last
Saturday, held at 61, Lamb's Conduit-street, Holborn, a
Quaker lady and gentleman were prescnt. Friends and
Spiritualists have much in common, since both bodies at present
consist of very friendly people, who can manage to govern
themselves without the intervention of law or policemen. The
chief difference between a Friend and a Spiritualist is that the
former is more unnatural, and dislikes music, lowers, paint-
ings, dancing, bright colours, and good taste in dress. A
Quaker Deity would never create all the glories of a sanset at
sea, but would substitute drab and slate colours for the
gorgeous yellow and crimson hues of the clouds, A
sunset always tempts a Quaker to say~** Friend sun, thou art
too gaudy!” Now that Spiritualism is fast becoming re-
spectable and fashionable, we Spiritualists may possibly, as a
body, become so changed as scarcely to know ourselves, just
like a tadpole changed rapidly into a frog. In such case the
present resemblance between Friends and Spiritualists may,
to a large extent, cease to exist. Most Quakers cultivate
the gpiritnal at the expense of the intellectnal and
animal faculties. = Many men of science cultivate the
intellectnal faculties at the expense of the spiritual and
animal. A very large proportion of the general public cultivate
the animal faculties at the expense of the spiritual and intel-
lectual. The best planis to try to reasonably balance all these
faculties, in due proportion to each other.

Messrs. HERNE AND WrirLrans's Meprosmsare.—For the
past year or two, so far as we know, there has becn no paid
medinm for physical manifestations in London, and this has
been a great disappointment to sincere enquirers, who have
been unable to see manifestations because of the pressure upon
private circles. Messrs. Herne and Wiliiams, however, have just
set up as paid mediums, at 61, Lamb’'s Conduit-street, High
Holborn. - They get usually raps and tilts in the light, and
spirit-voices, spirit-hands, flowers, spirit lights, and levitations
of heavy objects in the dark. A report of some wonderful
manifestations observed in their presence is printed in the last
number of the Spiritual News. Last Saturday, at an evening
party in their rooms, a planchette stood on end in a bright
light, and tapped against the toe of one of the boots of our
reporter, as though it had been a live animal. Mrs. Guppy,
the well-known medinm, was also present on the occasion. On
the previous Saturday, in the course of the dark séanee,
about fifteen witnesses sat round a large oval table,
with Mr, Herne at one end of the table, and Mr. Wil-
liams at the other, Our reporter had hold of Mr, Herne’s
hand, and behind Mr. Herne’s chair was the fender. A rattle
was heard among the fire-irons, something passed with a whiz.
zing noise between the head of our reporter and the head of a
sceptical government official on his left, This proved to be
the tongs, which then flew round and round the room like a
bat, snapping its jaws all the time. The witnesses present
were persons holding responsible stations in life, and there is
no difficulty in the way of getting their names and addresses.
Mr., Williams says that the manifestations are weaker with
him when Mr. Herne is absent, and Mr. Herne by himself
sometimes gets very good manifestations, and sometimes nonc
at all, Together they usually get very powerful manifesta-
tions, but occasionally have a failurc. Before they recently set
up in business as paid mediums, they had two very kind
friends, who gave them much aid in making their powers
known to the public, namely, Mrs. C. Berry and Mr. C. .
Alsop, of 2, Great Turnstile, High Holborn, ~ The exceedingly
wonderful manifestations these mediums uswally obtain, are
sure to gain for them a large amount of public support.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

A. F. Liverpool—The communication has been already published.

F. J. T. Trelawney-terrace, Hondon— Too late for this number.

J. M. P.New Jersey, U. S.—The reportreceived. If you are about to
visit England again, cannot you bring over a good te§t»medium?

S. Wolverhampton—This comrespondent sends information that the
abuse of Mr. Home recently published in the Standard, has been
quoted into a Birmingham paper from the Russian Academical
Gazette.

For the first time the Spiritualist has not come out on the proper
duy of publication. The uncertainty for some days whether or not
this number would be filled with law reports so disturbed our
arrangements that this paper could not be brought out till the
evening of Monday the 17th April. .

Two correspondents write from different towns in the country
complaining that they have ordered the Spiritualigt, and the
Spiritual News, over and over again, without being able to obtain
them. There are trade interests among some few vendors of
spiritual periodicals, and those of the general public who cannot
get any poriodical they want of the dealers in question, can pro-
tect themselves by ordering the said periodicals through some
other booksellers.” We print this simply to let readers know of
the artificial check.












