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f|c principles of fl'aiure.
P R O T E S T A N T IS M  AND P A PA C Y .*

BY W. S. COURTNEY.

Previous to the Protestant Reformation the world lay bound 
in the chains of a superstitions theology and a despotic cccle- 
siasticism. • A gloomy and imperious biformed hierarchy of 
civil and religious rule then spread over that portion of the 
globe which has since been so brightened by the sunshine of 
science and civilization. By virtue of a pretended authority 
emanating from the Supreme Ruler of (he Universe, and is
suing into the world through the Pope, as his vicegerent, one 
half of the world was consigned to a spiritual and temporal 
slavery thorough and absolute! No man presumed to think 
for himself; no man dared to pass beyond the pale of dogma 
established by tbe Church. All he had to do was to pay the 
stipend and believe. The Pope dictated faith and prescribed 
conscience, and at the same time exercised an iron jurisdiction 
over the civil behavior of the people. All individual right of 
free thought and inquiry, action and conscience, was utterly 
ignored or repudiated as heretical and diabolical. The free 
man was a traitor and the man of science a heretic, arid both 
were dealt with accordingly ; for those were the days of the 
rack, the thumb-screw, the iron hoot, and the dungeon ! Na
tions and individuals were, bodies and souls, delivered over to 
a hierarchical despotism unparalleled in the annals of the 
world, except, perhaps, by the Jewish law and« ceremonial!’ 
Of course, under such a compound temporal and spiritual thrall- 
dom, there could be no National or individual thrift—no out
growth of the essential capabilities .of, man. He lav prone 
under the weight of the Atlantic of oppression that rested upon 
him. He was manacled, handcuffed, blindfolded, and reduced 
to an automaton, or almost to the level'of the ox he drove. 
But the great heart of Humanity has, in all ages, beat with a 
deathless impulse against the imposition of arbitrary authority 
over the free thought and sovereign conscience of man. Im
memorial despotism never has, nor never will crush out of him 
the living element of freedom. Civil and Spiritual tyranny, in 
all their varied and sometimes unsuspected forms, are transient 
and perishable—an; but tbe creatures of an hour, while free
dom, the normal state of mankind, is an everlasting law. Not 
long do kings and priests trample on the necks of men, until 
that living sentiment of liberty, that over stirs in the heart of 
man, p r o t e s t s  against the wrong, and works out, in various 
ways, his redemption. It disclosed itself preeminently in 
Luther’s case. He affirmed for humanity « l i b e r t y  o f  c o n 

s c i e n c e  a n d  th e  r i g h t  o f  p r i v a t e  j u d g m e n t "  against this arbi
trary papal supremacy and power, lie protested against the 
high-handed and iniquitous assumption of authority over tbe 
individual conscience find judgment by tbe Pope and the 
Church, and manlully rebelled against the politico-ecclesiastic 
organization which undertook to regulate his civil behavior 
ami coerce, his action. lie formalized and announced a grand 
principle of Human Nature and Progress, which, perhaps, more 
than all others, has carried the world forward in its sublime 
and beatific destiny. “ Liberty of conscience and the right 
of private judgment”—the antithesis of spiritual tyranny, not a 
transient expedient to break up an usurped dominion over the 
Individual conscience and to set the votary free. It is not a 
phenomenal evolution cast up or thrown out by the turbid surges 
of theologic polemics or ecclesiastical insurrections; it does 
not depend for its validity and efficacy upon particular and for
tuitous conjunctures of Human allairs; it is no scholastic 
subtil tv too learned to he understood ; it is not an alternative 
expedient resorted to only in days of more threatening and op
pressive aggression—but it is a fundamental principle of all 
Human development, excellence, and progress. The right of 
Private Judgment is a constitutional law of our organization- 
part of the mathematics ofthu universe ; and as such intrinsically 
omnipotent,'universal, and everlasting'. Morco\er, like all true 
principles afflicting the nature and destiny ot man, it has an 
inherent force and efficacy—an incessant c o n a tu s  to announce 
itself and produce its beneficent results. It never wearies nor 
sleeps, never tires nor falters. R requires no armies and navies 
to vindicate and enforce it, for though lor a time it may be 
overrun by the myrmidons of despotism, yet the principle 
sooner or later asserts Jtself, and in time overcomes all ob
structions. It has an essential and vital power—a living spirit, 
that perpetually and irresistibly operates to reduce to naught 
the most stupendous resistance and antagonisms. Such is the 
Protestant formula—the platform upon which Luther stood. 
What are its essential claims as a scientific verity I What its 
spirit, its scope, and its depth ? What, in l^rief, have been its 
issues in times past, what its operation in the present, and 
what promises does it bring us ior the future ?

These arc queries that it were impossible for me adequately 
to treat of within the compass of a single lecture. I would 
exhaust your patience were I to attempt to say but the half 
that could he wisely said on the subject. I will therefore 
compress my views into as narrow and brief a channel as I can.

* A Lecture delivered before Ihc congregation assembled in Dodworth’s Academy, 
Sunday evening, Sept. 80tb, 1S5I

No one will deny that m a n  h a s  a  n a t u r a l  a n d  d i v i n e  r i g h t  

to  th e  f r e e  u se  a n d  e x e r c i s e  o f  e a c h  a n d  a l l  h i s  f a c u l t i e s  a n d  

p o w e r s ,  p a s s i o n s  a n d  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  l i m i t e d  o n l y  b y  th e  l a w  o f  th e i r  

o w n  n a t u r e s ,  a n d  th e  j u s t  a n d  e q u a l  r i y h t s  o f  o th e r s . Every 
faculty, passion, and power is given for use and exercise, and 
all their appropriate elements and objects are abundantly pro
vided in the external world around us. The possession of 
these faculties carries with it, of course, the right to the use 
of those elements and objects, as the faculty of sight carries 
with it the right to the use of the light of day. We can neither 
dispossess .ourselves of those nor can we alienate the corre
sponding rights growing out of their possession, any more than 
we can by title-deeds convey away our own lives. All our 
natural rights, therefore, growing out of our natural endow
ments, are in  s e  inalienable, and every attempt to mîike them, 
or any of them, a property or the basis of a contract, is suici
dal 'and monstrous, and redounds only to the shame and re
proach of the party attempting it. Ilencc it is not only beyond 
our pmver to barter away our birthright, but if is our undoubted 
right and duty to use and exercise all our faculties upon their 
legitimate objects, up to the measure of their capacity, p r o 

v i d e d  that, in so doing, we take good care to do so at our own 
cost, and not in any way interfere with the exercise of\a like 
right by our fellows. This freedom is the indispensable con
dition of all development and progress, and, with the scientific 
limitation aforesaid, is the fundamental law of ail social and 
ecclesiastical order—the normal s t a t u s  of the race, while all 
arbitrary, coercive, and restraining authority or inihiencc, of 
whatsoever character, is atheistical and diabolical. The Prot 
estant programme installs man in this prime right of his na 
turc, awarding to his faculties th e  r i g h t  o f  f r e e  i n q u i r y ,  th e  f o r  

m o t i o n  o f  h i s  o w n  o p in io n s ,  th e  e x e r c i s e  o f  h i s  o w n  j u d g m e n t  

a n d  (h e  u n d i s t u r b e d  p u r s u i t  a n d  r e p o s e  o f  h i s  o w n  c o n s c ie n c e  

It resists and denounces all foreign interference, and protests 
against the impositions of creeds, opinions, Scriptural interpre 
tations, theological tenets, or any prescribed form of conscience 
as an usurpation and. tyranny ; and it impliedly inculcates the 
duty of every individual’s inquiring for h im s e l f , instituting his 
o w n  investigations, drawing his oxen conclusions, and forming 
his o w n  conscience. In doing so the Protestant Reformer but 
follows the dictate and law of Nature, which, giving the power 
or faculty, gives also the right to, and the means of, using it ; and, 
what is more, imperatively r e q u i r e s  the use of it at our hands 
An endowment carries with it the r i g h t  to exercise it, and the 
right to exercise it carries with it the d u t y  of exercising it. 
Hence in the light of this revelation, no man can lie excused 
from the normal exercise, of all his powers and faculties. God 
requires it at his hands ; and it is no less demanded by his own 
development and happiness. Accordingly, under the Protest
ant formula, no man is to be.Iet off from thinking and inquiring 
for himself, to the extent of his abilities, on all questions 
affecting his well-being and destiny, exercising his o w n  judg
ment thereon, and forming his o w n  opinions. It is in the na
ture of things impossible to cast this duty upon another, inas
much as that other can not take upon himself the consequences 
to y o u  of h i s  error and mistake. You must yourself pay the 
penalty. During the middle ages the Priests who huckstered 
opinions and supplied the people with theological commodities 
of every kind, ought in justice to have given them indemnity, 
that no harm should befall them from their belief in, and a life 
according to, their teachings. They ought to have insured their 
salvation, or have been made to take all the risk and pay the 
penalty themselves. If things did not turn out as they taught, 
they are the ones that ought to have been burned in their fabled 
hell’s fire, and the deluded and stultified votary have gone scot 
free. It was not his d u t y  to find these things out, and where 
there is no duly there is no responsibility. But Nature does 
not recognize such a compact. She does not alter her de
crees to become a party to it, but declares that each individual 
shall h i m s e l f  be held inflexibly accountable for the use and ex
ercise of all the faculties with which she has endowed him. 
The responsibility can not be shirked, nor can the duty be neg
lected and the talent laid away in a napkin or buried in the 
earth. The true Protestant, therefore, investigates for him- 
sell, thinks, and reasons for himself, forms his own opinions, 
and takes care of his own conscience, without submitting to 
the dictation of man, spirit, or angel. In all matters of con
science, and religious belief, and worship, he claims and pro
nounces his “ Individual Sovereignty,” so enjoyed as not to 
trench upon the like sovereignty of others. But on the other 
hand, he who seeks to arbitrarily impose his religious convic
tions upon another, cither by civil or ecclesiastic authority, 
clerical dogmatism and anathema, the proscription of Public 
Opinion, or by any other undue means or influence whatever, 
has the spirit of Popery in him—is himself intrinsically a 
Pope, no matter how loud and vehemently he rails against the 
beast with seven heads and ten horns ; and ho who accepts 
the dogmatic religious teachings of others, without free inquiry 
and the exercise of his own best judgment thereon, is a gen
uine disciple of Popish rule ! The principle is the same in 
all, whether practiced aj the Vatican, in the Mosque, the Ca
thedral, the Protestant Churches, or any of . thé religious asso
ciations of the times. The7 love of, and disposition to, dictate

and rule in religious concerns, a contempt and disregard of the 
religious opinions of others honestly entertained, partakes of 
the spirit of despotism ; and all bigotry, intolerance, illiberal- 
ity, and persecution for opinions’ sake, whether they exhibit 
themselves in inquisitions, racks, and dungeons, or by cler
ical rebuke, and anathema, and sectarian vilification, and abuse, 
is of the very essence of Popery and the irreconcilable enemy 
of all religious freedom and liberty of conscience. Whoever 
is intolerant of the religious views of others, overbearing and 
dogmatic in bis treatment of their convictions, and denuncia
tor}' in his behavior toward them, has Popery in his heart, 
and incessantly belies his Protestant profession of liberty of 
conscience and the right of private inquiry and judgment.

The Pope principle—that very animus of spiritual rule, or 
the arbitrary authority of one man, or set of men, or of a 
church establishment, over the faith and conscience of the 
people—is by no means peculiar to the Church of Rome. It 
is by no means extinct in the Protestant world, and the counter
principle of religious freedom universally installed. It is not 
true that the Romish hierarchy is the only religious despot
ism in the civilized world, and the Pope the only spiritual 
tyrant. It is not true that the Papist thralldom obtains only in 
Catholic countries and communities, and that the Popish 
Priests are the only arbitrary dictators of religious faith and 
conscience. It is not true ihnt the Catholic is the only victim 
plundered of his rights of conscience, faith, and worship by a 
religious usurper, and consigned to the dungeon—the “ bottom
less pit” of spiritual slavery. The Pope practices the business 
on the sublimest scale, and possesses the most magnificent ap
pliances and the most efficient and vigiI$iij£,polj,ce to carry out 
h is. imperious encyclical behests, ¿mjdL^onlÿ avows it as a 
cardinal tenet nHnsTlïïiStiijio*crcé^’,̂ o t^ h é r é v'a‘fc înamîoitT
other spiritual autocrats, in Protestantdom; who; professedly.re- 
^nidiating this authority, are nevertheless really in spirit Popes, 
and practically adopt .and carry out the Pope infernalism ! 
They dictate creeds to their willing subjects ; learnedly inter
pret for them their Sacred Books ; decide for them doctrinal 
problems ; 'settle disputed questions of faith ; solve their con
scientious scruples, doubts, and'difficulties; take charge ol 
flicir religious behavior; watch over their piety; direct their 
thoughts ; furnish them ideas and arguments; decree their 
conduct on all occasions, and supervise their lives. They are 
passively led by his authority and influence, and as they habit
ually neglect the great duty required of them by the Protest
ant standard, they become more and more debased and slavish 
On the other hand, the a j j l a t u s  of priestly rule, and .the tame 
submission of tbe victims, daily more and more inspire the 
Spiritual Instructor with a haughty and supercilious love of do
minion, an exalted idea of his function and mission,.and to 
make him more and more a Pope! Should any of the sub
jects not yield their faith to his dogma, but rebel, and, exercis
ing the right of free inquiry as Luther did, deflect from the 
orthodox standard and. strike out new paths for themselves, 
forthwith the Protestant Pope is down on them, first with cau
tions, threats, and reprimands, then with denunciation, anathe
ma, and excommunication ! They arc cited before the session, 
overhauled, and cross-examined, and reclaimed if possible; 
and if not, they are cast forth, and denounced, and persecuted 
as heretics, skeptics, infidels, unbelievers, atheists, etc. This 
is matter of common occurrence with the churches and sects 
of Protestantism around us. Do we not daily see them issue 
their bulls and fulminate excommunication and anathema 
against those of their number who dare to think for them
selves ? Do we not daily witness their Popish vindictiveness 
and persecuting spirit ? There is alive and current among 
us specifically the same spiritual tyranny and oppression 
which drove Luther to assert flic rights of conscience arid the 
right of private inquiry and judgment, and specifically the same 
divine rights are yet constantly asserted and vindicated against 
this tyranny! Yet, strange to say, neither party seems to ob
serve that their relations to each other are substantially tbe 
same as those of Luther and the Church of Rome, and that 
the conflict involves precisely the same principle of spiritual 
freedom for which he contended—that it is the same con
test, five hundred years old, of Tyranny and Slavery on the 
one hand, and Freedom and Individual Right on the other! 
All the religious disputes which cover the band from one end 
to the other, and embroil the sectarian world in vindictive and 
acrimonious strife, when analyzed, are at bottom nothing 
more nor less than the old quarrel about the rights of con
science, private inquiry, and judgment. In all the sectarian 
aggressions and crusades, forays arid onslaughts, on the one 
side, and the p r o t e s t a t i o n , resistance, and recriminations on the 
other, this is r e a l l y  the point at issue, and the gist o f  the squab
bles ! No one who thoroughly understands the Protestant 
platform, and apprehends its spirit and scope, can fail to see 
the Popish principle displayed and acted upon weekly in our 
pulpits, and appearing daily in our sectarian prints. He can 
not fail to see it exhibited and go forth in clerical proscriptions 
and denunciations, orthodox pronunciamentos, intolerant and 
dogmatic creeds, and in tirades of sectarian abuse! Were 
our spiritual vision opened, we could seethe great red dragons 
standing at tho doors of many of our churches, gnashing their

teeth and stamping, and ready to devour the male child as soon 
as born. We éould see the scarlet lady parading our avenues 
in state, and see the crimson day of St. Bartholomew and th< 
fires of Smithfield around us !
• It is matter of wonder, that the very clergy, the churches, 
and sects who boast of their fidelity to the principles of the 
Reformation, and who pretend to respect and guarantee the 
rights of conscience and the right of private faith, are yet 
notoriously delinquent in the practice of these same virtues. 
They are the most bigoted, intolerant, and abusive. They 
preach religious liberty and toleration ; freedom of opinion and 
conscience; the right of the individual freely to investigate for 
himself all scriptural doctrines and matters of faith ; and they 
professedly recognize his right freely to promulgate the results 
of his investigations and. studies, by speech and by the press; 
or by whatsoever other means he chooses, provided he does 
not trench upon the equal rights of others ; yet tlurir p r a c t i c e  

is in perpetual violation of this d o c t r i n e , and daily belies their 
professions, if those who d o  exercise the right of free inquiry 
arrive at conclusions different from theirs, they inveigh against 
them, and, denouncing them as heretics and infidels, have 
no fellowship with them. They oppose and denounce all other 
sects, and in the name of liberty of conscience, and the right 
of private judgment, persecute them to the extent of their 
power and influence ! They do not break nor lacerate thè 
bodies of their sectarian opposers by any physical appliances 
as of old ; but they set on them a moral persecution, and vilify, 
and stigmatize, and malign them as far as their influence goes', 
believing that God will do the rest for them hereafter, by con}-

Rogers at the stake ? The othodox sneer, the sectarian sar
casm, the clerical rebuke, and the bigot’s censure, is the same 
imp of darkness that consigned Galileo to the dungeon, and 
assassinated the inoffensive Huguenots. The spirit of perse
cution runs through all the sects. It characterizes their 
pulpits, their press, their literature, and their philosophy. It 
is all a strife to rule the consciences of men. It is all a war 
for religious freedom. Each priest or preacher, so far as lie 
can, plays the Pope over the conscience and faith of his 
parishioners ; for whatever pretends to influence, direct, or 
control the conscience and religious faith of others is i p s o  f a c t o  

a b o n a - f id e  undeniable Popery !
No one need be told of the immense dominion the Protestant, 

clergy have over the consciences and faith of the people, and 
of the vast moral power they are thence able to wield. It iè 
second only to the reign of the Papal hierarchy. But, withal, 
it is an undoubted and significant'fact,-not generally appre
hended as important, that it is not so much th e i r  fault, as thé 
fault of those who tamely surrender their conscience and faith 
to their guardianship and supervision; neglecting the great 
duty devolved upon them by the Protestant principle of think
ing for themselves and forming their own opinions. Where 
there arc willing slaves, there are always willing masters} 
Many a despotism is perpetuated immemorially by the criminal 
neglect of the injured and oppressed party to assert its rights- 
T h e y  are the ones who ought to sec to it—whose business it is 
to p r o t e s t  against this unwarrantable assumption of authority 
over them. Their case, as regards their religious rights, is 
paralleled by the present condition of women as respects 
their civil rights. T h e y  are the ones to assert their freedom 
and equality, and install themselves in their natural and social 
rights and relations ; and so long as they fail to do so, their 
“ lords” will continue to lord it over them, and demand serviT 
tude, and obedience, and honor at their hands! Where ri«ht 
is concerned, grace in t h e  o n e  case and gallantry in  the other 
are impertinences

The Protestantism of Christendom is, therefore, only a half
way Protestantism. It dethrones the grand Pope and supplants 
his imperial reign by a multitude of little Popes. It temporizes, 
tampers with, and surrenders the principle of spiritual liberty 
avowed and claimed by Liitlicr. It is an unnatural alliance— 
a cross between spiritual despotism and spiritual freedom. It 
is but a subdivided Popery. The true Protestant is he who 
c o n t i n u e s  to protest ; who demands exemption from a l l  church 
influence and church establishriicnts ; from a l l  ecclesiastical 
restraints and constraints ; from a l l  spiritual,' dictation and 
clerical proscription ; from a l l  interference in his religious 
concerns ; from a l l  assumptions of authority over his con
science ; from a l l  orthodox sneers, libels, and maledictions ; 
and from a l l  sectarian abuse, contumely, and reproach.

There is no more subtile principle in the world than the 
despotic principle. It insinuates itself into the heart of man 
when he least suspects it ; and influences his conduct when he 
sincerely believes that he is strictly fulfilling the behests of 
Justice and Equity. It has a strange delusive poiver, and 
seems to blindfold the man-it wants to use for its purposes. 
The greatest advocates of freedom are sometimes the greatest 
tyrants without knowing it. Some have been so long accus
tomed to dogmatize on religious subjects—so long accustomed' 
to-the pride and authority of spiritual rule, that the dictation 
and imposition of opinions,have become a sort of proscriptive

right, bran inveterate habit. Most religionists and philosophers 
are not satisfied alone with their belief in their own views and 
theories. But they wish others also to adopt and carry them 
out. It inaugurates them in a little empire of their own con
stituting them the Dictators or P o p e s  over all those who yield 
a ready and unreasoning faith to their opinions. It flatters 
their vanity to have others «agree with them, and repose con
fidence in their superior judgment, while it is a sort of rebuke 
to have them disagree with them. Freedom’s law is Equity, 
i .  c . ,  L i b e r t y  s o  e n jo y e d  a s  n o t  t o  e n s la v e  o t h e r s ;  or, in other 
words, S o v e r e i g n t y  a t  th e  I n d i v i d u a l ' s  oxen  c o s t , which is but 
another way of formalizing the Protestant gospel of “ l i b c r t g  

o f  c o n s c ie n c e "  a n d  th e  “ r i g h t  o f  p r i v a t e  j u d g m e n t . "  No man. 
can be allowed to live out Iris Individuality at the expense of 
others; neither by imposing his industrial burdens upon them, 
nor by imposing his spiritual obligations upon-them. Neglect 
of this fundamental law of Ljbcrty and Harmony is the cause 
of, all the injustice and iniquity in the world ! Few are faith
ful to its requirements -in every latitude and longitude of life. 
In tbe realm of conscience and religious faith, I have heard- 
men often boast of their liberality and toleration, of their 
respect and consideration for the views and opinions of others, 
while, at the same time, if you undertook to coolly and candidly 
criticise their opinions, they would lose instantly their temper, 
recriminate, vehemently dogmatize and denounce, and end by 
making it a p e r s o n a l  concern! This, among sectarians, in nine 
cases out of ten, is the issue of every controversy. The spirit 
of sect (as we shall see by-and-by) is essentially aggressive 
and despotic, and is intrinsically repugnant to the Protestant

m ^ t ^ i ^ i e m a . o f  Jhe, r i^ e a

the gospel of spiritual freedom it professed. . The history of 
Protestantism equally with the history of Catholicism is polluted 
with blood—shed, too, beneath the banners inscribed with 
« Liberty of conscience and the right of private judgment! 
No sooner had the early Protestants who-1 espoused the cause, 
of spiritual freedom, rid themsolves of papal inquisitors and 
chains, than they commenced inquisition and persecution on 
their own account. They organized church establishments 
formed creeds, constituted ceremonials, and imperiously de 
ihandcd conformity and obedience thereto. Following in the 
« footsteps of their illustrious predecessor,” they allied them
selves to the civil power, and applied it on all occasions to 
enforce their canons and decrees. Of course they got up an 
arbitrary standard of faith (all standards of faith are arbitrary), 
and tried all men’s consciences and belief by it, and incarcerated 
or burned them if they fell short or went beyond it. Then, 
agaifi, when this now tyranny became so stringent and cruel 
as to reach a clinmx in the putting to death of heretics, there 
was a new Protestation—a reassertion of the rights of con
science and private judgment, by the oppressed and persecuted, 
and a new and separate church organization, a new creed and 
ritual, which, by-and-by, repeats the same story of religious 
authority, aggression, and persecution! Henry VIII. had 
scarcely breathed from his polemic and diplomatic battles with 
Pope Leo X. for religious liberty, until he commenced the 
indiscriminate persecution of thousands for their religious faith, 
and burned Cranmer and, Rogers at the stake! Calvin had 
scarcely laid’down his pen from fiercely warring for the'rights 
of conscience,when he turned «around and burned poor Servetus 
to death over a-slow fire for repudiating the Divinity of Christ 
The Puritan Jiving from religious oppression in his native land 
to a cheerless wilderness beyond the. ocean, to secure and 
enjoy the rights of conscience, faith, and worship, remorse
lessly persecutes the Quaker and the Episcopalian. This is the 
uniform history of the Protestant sects. I am not able to point 
to a single exception. It there is no overt act of oppression > 
and persecution, the s p i r i t  of persecution is everywhere dis
closed in their bitter controversies, their exclusiveness and 
intolerance, and their mutual denunciations and recriminations.
If there be any who have strictly adhered to the Protestant 
standard, and followed up the line of equity without growing 
into spiritual power and authority, it is because they are yet 
in the weakness of infancy, and feeling*the oppression of their 
Despots, they still appreciate the liberty which Protestantism 
promises, but never imparts. Spiritual tyranny is always the 
same, in whatsoever form it appears. The same principle 
underlies and governs all its mutations and transmigrations. 
The history of the sects is everywhere the same—a struggle 
for proselytism and ascendency; a grasping alter spiritual 
power and dominion over the faith and conscience of u>en» 
mutual hatred, vilification, and calumny. ' Protestant find 
tolerant when weak^ and papistic .and persecuting when 
strong! ® *

But let us turn our attention to the tendency, operation, and 
final issues, of the Protestant formula. W'c have said that i t  i s  

a  l i v i n / f  a n d  e t e r n a l  p r i n c i p l e ,  a n d  o jr e r a te s  c o n t i n u a l l y  a n d  a t  

a l l  t i m e s  a n d  p la c e s . It is a constitutional law of mind, and 
can" never be abrogated or/superseded. Had it been a mere 
conventional .¿we- d i x i t —a mere temporary expedient it had 
xeased^operate long ago, with the causes that brought'it into 
existence. 'I t  would*then have been laid aside upon the over-
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throw of the spiritual thralldom of the early Popes, and by this 
time forgotten. But it does not depend for Us virtue and life 
upon the resolves of a terrestrial congress, or the enactment 
of any merely human tribunal. I t is established in the nature 
of things, and is a scientific postulate, of moral geometry. We 
may note in the first place, that it is fundamentally opposed to 
all religious compacts or organizations on the b a sis  .of scriptural 
or religious faith. That it is opposed to all.dominion oier the 
free thought and conscience of man. Instead of being a bond 
of union among men, and cementing ■their faith, it is direct!) 
the reverse, and is a means and law of*disunion and separation.
It guarantees‘every man his* own peculiar conscience and 
private faith. It requires of every man the legitimate.use and 
exercise of all his faculties, in the investigation of the great 
problems of his destiny, and the formation of Ins own opinions 
thereon. It tends irresistibly to the most radical Individualism, 
and inaugurates every man in his constitutional manhood and 
independence. The private judgment of every Individual, 
when exercised in freedom on speculative articles of faith, or 
the behests of conscience, will more, or less differ, in virtue 
of their different organizations, powers, associations, etc. ; and 
thé principle in question awards each the r i g h t  to differ, and 
to retain and act out his own conclusions at his own cost. 
When we advert to the infinite individualities of men, and con
sider the Protestant formula as securing to each the right to 
ultimate or carry out his own individuality in the matter of his 
religious' belief, it is easy to see where the free exercise of 
this right of conscience and private judgment will land the 
religious organizations of the present day. Submit, for 
instance, a doctrinal tenet or article of faith to half a dozen 
unbiased minds, and let them severally exercise their private 
inquiry upon it, and each draw his own conclusion, and then 
compare notes ; it will be found that no two will precisely 
agree ; one will view it in this light, and another in that; one 
will deny it, and another will affirm it ; one will reason thus 
and another so ; one will introduce an amendment, and another 
will strike it out ; one wi(J refer it to the pastor, and another 
will move it into committee of the whole ; one will lay it 
on the table, and another will vote it through, etc., etc. If the 
proposition shoidd not be very speculative and abstract, they 
may perhaps agree in the main features, but they will difler as 
to the details ; but so long as it is not a s c i e n t i f i c  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  

their private judgments will vary ; and to compel them by any 
external authority, even in the gentlest degree, to unanimity 
of sentiment in the smallest detail, is a surrender of the prin 
ciple of liberty, and a plain violation of their several individual 
rights of conscience and judgment. On the other hand, if one 
of these half dozen should preposterously undertake to inves 
tigate and decide for the other five, they refusing or neglectin 
to do so for themselves, and he should accordingly decide it 
and impose his decision upon them and coerce their obedience 
to it, we would have an illustration of the Popish principle 
against which the Protestant world p r e t e n d s  to be arrayed in 
quarterless and uncompromising hostility ! In the former case 
they are separated and sharply discriminated from each other 
by their several independent opinions or private judgments 
growing out of their several peculiarities of organization, cdu 
cation, associations, etc. ; and while they preserve and act out 
their distinctive Individualities in matters of religious belief, 
they can never unite and amalgamate in any religious compact

■ and only by agreeing to disagree could peace and harmony be 
. attained. Whereas, in  ̂the latter case, the assumed dictation 

-'usurped authority. Protestantism has no bond! It is essen
tially disintegrative, dissolving, ‘dismembering, and individual
izing, while Popery is aggregative, combining, and centralizing 
The inevitable tendency of the former principle is to disorganize 
and disband all religious combinations formed on the basis of 
speculative belief, and to dissolve all ecclesiastical organiza
tions. It strikes at the root of all sectarianism, and is utterly 
incompatible with every species of spiritual and ecclesiastical 
authority over the Individual. It emancipates him from every 
description of clerical influence, spiritual dictation, sectarian 
calumny, orthodox censures and sneers, and wholly disenthralls 
him from the bans and odium of bigotry and prejudice. When 
it comes to be truly applied in all its scope, it is the most 
radical and revolutionary doctrine ever announced to the world. 
It saps the foundation of every religious hierarchy and eccle
siastical institution on the face of the earth that in any way 
claims authority and influence over the sovereign judgment and 
conscience of Man ! It lifts him from the slough of Papal 
slavery and ignorance, where he vegetates in apathy and blind
ness, and installs him in the right and duty of thinking, and 
judging, and acting for himself. Suppose, for instance, that 
the members of one of our orthodox churches were free from 
educational and acquired prejudices, and*each and all of them 
would at once undertake, free from all extraneous influences, 
to examine their several articles of faith for themselves, and 
continue the investigation independently, until they had each 
come to his or her own conclusions, would not such a process 
introduce into the Church a vast variety of opposite opinions Î 
Would it not thoroughly break up the unanimity and identity 
of their faith, and invest each with his of her own private 
judgment on the questions submitted Î Can it be supposed 
that they would all arrive at the same conclusions, and believe 
precisely as they do now ? Furthermore, should some one or 
two undertake to overrule the others, and impose upon them, 
as the absolute truth, t h e i r  private judgment,- and compel them 
by their authority, position, or influence to act out that belief, 
they would be regularly carrying out. in substance and in form, 
the Popish principle. But, on the other hand, if each were suf
fered to retain his own opinions unmolested, and allowed to 
ultimate them in his life, so far as not to infract the like priv
ilege of others, they would each' nhd all be carrying out the 
true Protestant principle. Protestantism invests each man 
with entire sovereignty in the realm of religious faith, and 
requires of him the normal exercise of that sovereignty within 
the bounds of equity. Hence it is obvious that the true 
Protestantism is fundamentally inconsistent with all sectarian 
creeds and organizations, all ecclesiastical bonds and obliga
tions, the only cement of the current sham Protestantism 
being the Popery it contains.

It might well be supposed that a principle so disintegrative 
and disorganizing, so radical and revolutionary, cherished in 
the bosom of the churches, would often d isp lay  itself by rend
ing them asunder and splitting them into fragments. And 
such, indeed, has been the history of Protestantism—the his
tory of a continual series of schisms, disunions, and. dissent- 
ings. Under its operation the multiplication of sects has gone 
on in a compound ratio, ever since the time of Luther. The 
larger sects and church establishments have been broken up. 
and divided into a multitude of minor ones, which updor the

■ same law have again and again been broken up and subdivided,
( C o n tin u e d  on  fo u r th  p a g e .)

S. B. B R I T T A N ,  E DI TOK,

JLef be fn iit j* pei\st|t)òeO in i)is oboi) h i M ”

NEW YORK, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1855,

S E C T A R IA N IS M  O P P O S E D  T O  H U M A N IT Y .

On Saturday evening last we delivered a lecture in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church of Bridgeport (our present place 
of residence), for the benefit of the suffering poor of that 
city. We had offered our services in this capacity and for 
the object here indicated, when, suddenly, some of the good 
people in the churches began to be exercised with fears for 
the safety of religion. A public meeting was called, with a 
view (we have been so informed) of forestalling and render 
ing inoperative the arrangements for our lecture. But the 
general public sentiment did not seem to be profoundly affect
ed by the apprehensions and stratagems of a few sectarian 
opposers, as was abundantly manifested by the action of the 
public meeting referred to, on which occasion a resolution 
was offered and unanimously adopted, inviting the writer to 
deliver one or morn lectures lor the aforesaid charitable ob 
ject. This resolution was officially communicated to us by 
the Secretary of the meeting, and was promptly acknowledged 
in the subjoined note :

M. W ilson, E sq. :

M y  D ear S i r —I have received your favor of the 20th inst., commu
nicating that portion of the proceedings of a late meeting convened in 
the Town Hall, which relates to the adoption of a resolution inviting 
me to deliver one or more public lectures for and in behalf of the suf
fering poor. He assured, my dear sir, that it will afford me the highest 
satisfaction to cooperate with our fellow-citizens in the manner propos 
•d, or in any way which may best subserve the interests of humanity, 
by mitigating the evils resulting from the present depression in the 
financial and industrial interests of the country. The present crisis 
has unnerved the right arm of American industry, and arrested the 
free energies of a great people; and in any enterprise sanctioned by 
reason and justice, nnd which hn3 for its object the alleviation of the 
consequent wants and woes of the destitute poor, I beg you to remera 
ber that I am ever most cordially7 with y7ou.

Hoping that our citizens generally, and our rulers in particular, may 
learn from bitter experience that wisdom which shall enable us all to 
avoid a recurrence of similar evils hereafter,

I am, dear sir, yours for humanity, s. u. biuttan.
B ridgeport, J a n .  22, 1855.

There are some devout souls who are so intensely absorbed 
in the service of God and religion, (hat they have neither 
time nor inclination to meddle with those profane, every-day 
matters which concern the present actual life of the common 
people. Bridgeport lias its share of this class, and they 
thought it quite improper to invite the Editor of the T ule 
g r a p h  to lecture, because he is presumed to be mistaken and 
heretical in his theological opinions. Objections of this kin 
had the effect to elicit a communication from some citizen of 
Bridgeport, which appeared in the D a i l y  S t a n d a r d  of the 
27th ult., and from which we make a brief extract. Referring 
to ourself, the writer says :

Who thnt has more common sense tlmn prejudice, cares or will take 
the trouble to.inquire w hat his speculative opinions may.be ! The man 
who stops to ask such a question before the hungry are fed, and the 
naked are.clothed^ is neiihft^'rSfii.rislian qnr n.c.Cií'liíitiznr.oiío^.fií'cue 
spirit of the Christian religion. I t  was not what the good Samaritan 

■belitrcd, bnt what he d id , that rendered his conduct more commendable 
than that of the priest and the Levitc.

In conclusion, I trust that whenever suffering humanity knocks at 
our doors for relief, we shall promptly respond in the true spirit of 
Christian charity7.

The committee appointed to arrange the preliminaries for our 
lecture obtained for that purpose the use of the Methodist 
church edifice, Which is one of the finest buildings of the kind 
in the whole Slate. The lecture was rather numerously at
tended by a highly intelligent class of citizens, who listened 
with profound attention, and in whom, we are happy to say, the 
great principles of humanity and the sympathies of our common 
nature are deeper and broader than all sectarian feelings and 
distinctions.

think it will be of some service even to “ A Medium.’.’ I t  

m a y  te a c h  h i m • th e  f o l l y  o f  n e y l e c l i n g  th e  d u t i e s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l 

i t i e s  o f  t h i s  l i f e  w i t h  a  v i e n  o f  y e t  t i n y  i n t o  th e  o th e r  w o r l d  b e 

f o r e  h e  i s  s e n t  f o r .

The query with which “ A Medium” (?) closes his article 
involves a logical absurdity, and displays (he writer’s igno- 
ance of what Spiritualists believe and teach.

Since writing the above we have received the subjoined 
note, which the T r i b u n e , if it is disposed to be just, will of 
course copy, as an offset to the experience of “ A Medium.”

\  Clerk” will not disclose his name, even to us, but we 
enture to vouch for the integrity of his statement, because we 

have seen the notes which accompany his weekly donations 
to the public charity referred to. If “ A Medium” wants to 
know one of the many uses of Spiritualism, we refer him to 
those poor children, hitherto neglected, who are now being 
fed, clothed, and educated by “ A Clerk.”

N ew York, J a n .  19th , 1855.
If  in d ie  ¡dua l experience be wanted, whereby to prove the good effects 

of Spiritualism, I will give you mine. I  have from the first been firmly 
impressed with the beauty and apparent tru th  of its doctrines, and have 
expended in its investigation, during the last three months, the sum of 
ten dollars. The effect has been to induce me to give up every thing 
but the common necessaries of life, and to spend only7 one shilling per 
day for iny dinner. By thus economizing I am enabled to make, anony
mously, a weekly donation to one of the noblest institutions in this city, 
which, in the annual aggregate, would be handsome for a millionaire, and 
to have an ever ready dollar for the pressing necessities of those cases 
so frequently chronicled in your paper. I am not in t im a te ly  acquainted 
with a single Spiritualist, but have been weak enough to suppose thnt 
a l l  who are investigators for the tr u th  alone would be similarly influ 
enced. Notwithstanding “ A Medium’s" unfortunate experience nnd 
great waste of time and money, ns published in the T r ib u n e  of this 
morning, I do  believe that all who investigate f r o m  p ro p e r  m o tiv es  w il t  

be so  im p re sse d . A clerk.

B u c h a n a n ’s J o u r n a l .—We have received No. 1 of a new 
volume of the J o u r n a l  o f  M a n , and are now prepared to receive 
subscriptions and to supply the work in numbers. Every body7 

ho is devoted to progressive ideas and to the study of human 
ature, knows Dr. Buchanan a man of eminent, scientific, and 

literary attainments, and withal an elegant and forcible writer. 
His J o u r n a l  was formerly held in high estimation by a very 
intelligent class of readers, who will be pleased to know that 
the causes which led to its suspension have been removed, 
and the work resuscitated under more favorable auspices. Send 
in your subscriptions Yor the J o u r n a l  o f  M a n .

The Panorama of the Life of Christ, now nn Exhi 
bitioii at Hope Chapel, is 'attracting public attention, not only 
on account of the artistic merits of the work, but also by the 
generosity of the Proprietor, who proposes to appropriate the 
proceeds of his Exhibition on Saturday next to the benefit of 
the Ragged School, under the superintendence of Miss Dow 
We hope that such generosity will be rewarded by a constant
ly increasing patronage. Many of the scenes in this Pano 
raina are copied from the paintings of the great masters, and 
the whole must have involved a great expenditure of lime and 
labor, owing to the unusual number of full length human figures 
which the work contains.

T R Y IN G  T O  BE D EV EL O P ED .
We extract the following communication from the T r i b u n e  

of the 19th ult. :

WHAT IS THE USE OF “ SPIRITUALISM?”

N ew Y ork, J a n .  14, 1855.
To the E ditor o r  the N. Y. T ribune :

S i r — 1 am a Medium—a Spirit Medium—and have been such for over 
two years, and, for the life of me, I can not see what good this Spirit
ualism is going to do to the world—to the down-trodden masses—to the 
mechanic —to the laborer, or to the poor in any way or shape what
ever. I f  it  can, I should like to know it. Will some of bur savans in 
Spiritual Philosophy be good enough to tell us? I  have been deluded 
out of over two hundred dollars, in time and money, in trying to get 
developed ns a medium, besides many a sleepless Bight; and what docs 
it all amount to? Why, to ju st th is: You are continually chasing nn 
ignis fntuus—a will-o’-the-wisp—and while y7ou are grasping after the 
shadow you lose the substauce. I know ninny worse off than I am— 
men who have not only lost their time, money, nnd sleep in this thing, 
but their health nnd lives. I thought if I  could become a medium, 
that the arcana of mystery would be opened unto me, and the secrets 
of wisdom would be revealed; but a la s! no comfort, consolation, or 
wisdom can I find hi any of it. Now then, if Spirits can tell us any 
thing wo do not know ourselves, I should like to sec it done. I should 
like to see any new tru th  developed by Spirits, for I  ask, in the name 
of common sense, how can they develop an}7 new tru th , if all truth 
comes from the Spirits by Spirit-impression, as we Spiritualists all say 
nnd believe it has, through impressible mediums, in all ages of the 
world ? Yours, respectfully ,, a Medium

We know nothing of the author of the preceding communi
cation, but presume he may have “ a local habitation and a 
name” on this “ side of Jordan.” If the writer tells the truth 
respecting his experience, he is not a medium at a ll; h e  l i a s  

o n l y  b e e n  “ t r y i n g  to  y e t  d e v e l o p e d b u t  to  n o  p u r p o s e . Hence 
the signature to his article distinctly implies what is not true. 
If a man possesses the physical and mental conditions ne
cessary to mediumship, and the immortal world has need of 
his services in that capacity, lie will be sure to bo called for 
at his residence or place of business. He need not neglect his 
legitimate calling and squander his money in wandering about 
to procure some f o r c i n g  j ) r o c e s s  of development. We want no 
spiritual house appliances; they develop nothing better 
than a ¡species of s p i r i t u a l  t ' u n y i , of which the fanatics and 
wonder-mongers-^-who are ready to do any thing but pursue 
their proper business, in order to “ got developed”—are the 
appropriate illustrations.

We incline to the opinion that Spiritualism has infinite uses 
which the writer in the T r i b u n e  will not be likely to discover 
until he becomes more sensible. Admitting that Spiritualism 
is responsible*for all the vagaries of its pseudo disciples, we

M O R T A L IT Y  A M O N G  TH E  O P P O S E R S .

We copy the following article from the St. Louis M o r n i n g  

H e r a l d , in which it appears as a leading editorial. The wri 
ter montions the fact as something extraordinary, that “ the 
most sensible, practical, matter-of-fact persons” in that city 
are those who have “ a lively faith” in Spiritualism. That 
does not strike us as being at all extraordinary in these days 
for we find a similar state of things in this city and elsewhere 
as far as our observation extends. When will the editors of 
our secular journals come in aiid be numbered among “ the 
most sensible persons" in the world? Come in, gentlemen 
we’ll not say any thing about your former intolerant and blun 
dering opposition, wherein you denounced the whole thing as 
“ a humbug.” We deeply realize the completeness of your 
discomfiture and will try to be generous.

PROGRESS OF SPIRITUALISM.

There is at this lime in onr city but little public mention of Spiritual 
i3ni and its teachings. But a person would be mistaken if from that 
fact be should infer there was but little interest felt in it among our 
population. The truth probably is,-that at no time before lias Spirit 
ualisin exerted so powerful an influence over so many minds here 
And it is surprising, too, to find what sort of people succumb to them 
Among those who consult the spiritual' oracles, with a lively faith 
their responses, are many who have been hitherto accounted among the 
most sensible, practical, matter-of-fact persons in our community 
"When we speak of oracles in Ibis connection, let us not be understood 
as speaking metaphorically, 'lhe oracles we refer to arc as real 
ever were those of Delphi or Dodona. There is in our midst, here 
St. Louis, a priestess, who offers herself as a medium of communication 
tripod, bifnliTlie same sense rlia£ the Pyihoness’servo'd as the organ of 
Apollo. Through her, persons embarrassed or anxious for advice or 
direction seek it from some one of the dead in whom they trust. *A 
person tried by domestic misfortunes repairs to (lie oracle for counsel 
from a departed friend. The Spirit of some celebrated physician 
evoked to obtain prescriptions suitable for a threatening malady. IV 
understand that among the departed medical celebrities Doctor Rush 
in the highest favor. We are told, indeed, thnt he probably has at this 
time a larger circle of patients throughout the Union than any live doe 
tor in it. llis  nllendnucc is ns regular nnd his directions as precise ns 
those of any of his brethren yet in the flesh. I t  is reported that he 
extremely obliging, answering all inquiries, explaining symptoms, de 
scribing the operation of his medicines, and foretelling results w7ith 
fullness of detail and graeinusness of manner that are extremely satis 
factory. W hat is more, it is said that his practice is very successful 
Since liis departure he has, it seems, given in his adhesion to the Bo 
tnnical system, nnd prescribes only herb drinks.

¡Milton w rote:
The oracles are dumb,
No voice or hideous bum 

Runs through the arched roof in words deceiving. 
* * * * * * * *
No nightly Irauce or breathed spell 
Inspires the pale-eyed priest from the prophetic cell.

Had Milton lived to this day he might have doubted the truth of such 
declarations. The oracles of our day may want the splendor’s and olfi 
cial recognition of their predecessors of Delos and Delphi, but they nr 
rogate the same powers, and, by a host of free citizens, are equally 
accredited.

W H Y  N O T  IN V E S T IG A T E ?
The New York Pathfinder, in noticing favorably the recent 

Fair in aid of the Ragged School, got up by Spiritualists of 
this city, subjoins the following remarks, which we commend 
to the special attention of those who may find their duties 
therein indicated:

While upon this subject, so wonderfully increasing in interest 
throughout the country, we can not refrain from expressing a few 
thoughts. I t is unaccountable to us that a subject full of the deepest 
and most lasting interest to society nnd to every living soul should be 
passed over and slighted as this has been by men of science and com 
mnnding influence in the community ; that though day by day, and 
month by month, this new phenomenon has advanced with such rapid 
strides, nnd is fast spreading its influence through the land, and not
withstanding in three short*years believers in this city alone have mul 
tiplicd from a few hundred to between thirty and forty thousand; 
guardians of the public good, men of influence and standing, leading 
men in the community, ministers, nil stand idle, instead of coming out 
boldly and examining the subject, and if false, setting the matter at 
rest forever by exposing it, and if true, letting suffering humanity have 
the blessings to be derived from it.

J ust P u b l ish e d .—The second volume of Spiritualism, by 
Judge Edmonds and Dr. Dexter, which has been delayed by 
the illness of the Judge and by a variety of circumstances 
which need not be detailed in this connection, is now published, 
and a few copies ol a large edition remain on our counter 
The work is beautifully printed on fine paper, and bouni to 
match the first volume. It makes a handsome octavo of 
between four and five hundred pages, and is embellished with 
life-like portraits of Judge Edmonds and' Dr. Dexter. We 
^Jiall hereafter give a summary of the contents of the volume

jggT" On Sunday morning and evenings next Bro. Harris 
will close his present course of lectures at Dodworth’s Acad
emy, and in a few days will leave for the sunny South, where 
he will remain until the season of flowers shall visit us again. 
His recent lectures, which have been very numerously attend
ed, have been characterized by remarkable brilliancy of 
thought and diction, and by a religious and humanitary spirit.

L e c t u r e s  in  B r o o k l y n .—Rev. T. L. Harris will lecture 
in the Brooklyn Institute, corner of Washington and Concord 
Streets, on Wednesday evening of this week, 31st inst. Sub 
ject : “ The Claims of Spiritualism on the Educated Classes

¡¡ST There will be a public conference of Spiritualists at 
the Brooklyn Institute on Sunday morning next, commencing 
at half-past 10 o’clock. At 3 o’clock p . m . of the same day 
Rev. U. Clark will lecture in the Institute on some subject 
intimately connected with the spiritual movement.

The audience that assembled in the Melodeon, in 
Boston, on occasion of the recent lectures by Miss Jay, was 
unusually large, numbering'in the afternoon not less that 1,400 
persons.

D IG E S T  OF C O R R E S P O N D E N C E .
Transporting P hysical Objects.—Mr. L. C. Barnes, of Fairhaven 

(lie has left U3 to g u e s s  what State), writes us concerning some con 
incing manifestations which he witnessed at the house of Chauncy 

Barnes, in that place, on the 7th of December last. One of the three 
mediums who were present, on becoming entranced, elevated his eyes 
and said there was something in the air. Others looked, bu t could see 
ao th ing ; b u t presently a large gimlet fell a t their feet, which was 
known to have been in an upper room, in a closet, a few minutes before 
The same medium soon after became again entranced, and said lie saw 
a Spirit descending the stairs with something in his hand. They again 
looked, but saw nothing; bu t presently a piece of soap fell on tbe floor 
which wa3 also known to belong to a room up stairs. This same ar
ticle was subsequently conveyed to another room by the Spirits, and 
placed under the carpet. On afterward passing through the hall to 
another room, our correspondent heard a rattling on the floor around 
him as if made by falling bu llets; bu t oh getting a light he found that 
a large number of cigars had been scattered a t his feet. The cigars had 
likewise been brought from tbe room above. Many other remarkable 
demonstrations occurred on the same evening; and our correspondent 
was forced by these means to give up his previous skepticism in respect 
to the interference of Spirits in the affairs of men.

f a c t s  a n d  r e m a r k s

Ship’s P osition told by a  S pirit.—A few days ago a gentleman, 
whose residence is in Baltimore, called a t this office, and in conversa
tion with the writer mentioned the following interesting particulars: 
His attention being called to Spiritualism by witnessing some slight 
phenomena that were attributed to ultra-mundane agency, he mentioned 
the same to his daughter, a young lady of sixteen. The latter thought 
it  not unlikely that the phenomena referred to were really the work of 
Spirits, inasmuch 03 she was almost conscious of spiritual presences her
self, and thought that she might converse with them if she were to try. 
.Upon'this her father suggested that she'should sit by the table, with 
pen and paper before ber, and iCwait any preternatural impulse to 
write, which she did—her father a t the same time calling upon the 
Spirit of a young man of his acquaintance, who had been killed in the 
Mexican war. H er hand was soon moved; the young man gave his 
name, told the place and circumstances of his death, and answered a 
large number of test questions correctly, the answers to many of which, 
were not previously known either to interrogator or medium. Amoug 
these was a scries of questions in relation to a ship which the gentle
man had sent out some months previously. The Spirit told the name 
of the ship and the name of her commander, and then told her e x a c t ' 
latitude and longitude, in (¡Agrees and minutes, on the Pacific Ocean. 
This was on the 26th of April, the ship having sailed on the 12th of 
the previousOctober. The position described was much nearer the 
South American const than the gentleman supposed she could then be. 
He, however, made a minute of the communication, in order to compare 
it with the facts thereafter to be ascertained from the ship’s log-book. 
He afterward received a letter from the captain, written from a certain 
port in South America, and in writing to him in return, he inquired, 
“ W hat was your exact position on the 20th of April ?” The captaiD, 
consulting his log-book, wrote him an answer w h ic h  co rresp o n d ed  p r e 

c is e ly  to  a  m in u te  o f  a d eg ree  w ith  th e  in fo rm a tio n  g iv e n  b y  th e  S p ir i t  on  

th a t d a y . We regard this fact as a most powerful proof of Spirit-inter
position. ____________ _______________

P redictions F ulfilled.—Our old correspondent, J. B. Wolft (who
we hope will not be deterred by the considerations he mentions, from
using his pen more freely hereafter), writes us a business note in which
he incidentally mentions the following facts :» .iv (..ciiwuu vo me p.vwCui; EiHiupean win; i visited Dr.
Barker, of Beaver, Pa., for the purpose of attempting to heal the eyes
of his lady. During the manipulations she became entranced. While
in this stale she had a vision, which she commenced detailing in the
finest style of description and prophecy. At lhe second sitting it was
continued ; the third would have completed it, but I was prevented from
throwing her into the trance state. I have always regretted that I did
not write it all down ; but this I remember, that she predicted tbe con
flict, the alliance, and many of the details of the mqrching armies.

“ Nearly two yearn afterward a boy in my room, in the magnetic trance, 
predicted the date of the reception of the news of actual hostilities six 
weeks previous to the arrival of the dispatches. These are facts; you 
can use them as you please.

“ Allow me to add, that for ten thousand lumps of gold as large as the 
rings of Saturn, I would not go back to the old theology.”

L IT E R A R Y  N O T IC E S.
Brother Jonathan’s Cottago; or, a Friend to the Fullcn. By Henry II. Tutor, author

of Essays, Mental, Social, and Moral; Modern Benefactors, etc. New York: Francis
Hart, <53 Cortlandt Street.

We have perused this book with eminent satisfaction, and can recom 
mend it with great confidence, knowing thnt it must exert an influence 
for good. I t contains nothing that will offend the moral sense, or 
vitiate the taste of the cultivated and religious reader; on the contrary, 
the story is well told, nnd every page is illuminated with pure thoughts 
and noble sentiments, which must quickcp the individual conscience; 
and inspire in every true heart the resolution to live and act nobly for 
the moral elevation and happiness of mankind. The individuality of 
the principal characters is strongly .m arked; the narrative exhibits 
equal force and freedom, while the m o ra le  is altogether unexceptionable. 
Many of the scenes are portrayed with a plastic ease and energy which 
plainly show that the author is capable of displaying remarkable vivnc 
ity nnd power, whenever his descriptive powers are aroused by his 
instinctive resistance of evil, or inspired by the deep nnd tender sym 
parities of his generous and loving heart. The genius of the author, as 
displayed in the present effort, more than realizes all our expectations 
on taking up the volume—though the author had previously acquired 
reputation in a select circle, and was favorably known to us—and it 
affords the sure prophecy of greater achievements hereafter, and an en 
viable distinction.

Mr. Tator was educated for the bar, but his interest in the progressive 
ideas and practical reforms of the age, as well as his fondness for literary 
pursuits, and'the prospect of eminence in the field of his present en
deavors, will probably induce him to totally abandon the practice of his 
profession. But this is merely our conjecture predicated of the essential 
attributes and obvious tendencies of his mind. Of one thing we fee 1 
assured, namely, that whatever department of thought and action our 
friend, the author, may ultimately select, ns best suited to his powers 
and inclinations, he will shrink from no moral responsibility, but, true 
to bis highest convictions, he will not fail to dignify the place and pro
fession of his choice alike by his talents and his integrity.

The Singer’s Companion. Containing a choice selection of popular Songs, Duels, 
Glees, Catches, etc., with music arranged for the voice, flute, violin, and piano. New 
York: Stringer & Townsend, 222 Broadway. ;

“ In  this choice selection of tw o  h u n d re d  standard songs, will be found 
the greatest possible variety of the most exquisite pieces of old and 
new words and music—serious, comical, sentimental, and heroic—in
terspersed with occasional fashionable airs, as recently sung by the 
most popular vocalists, together with several of the rarest Ethiopian 
Melodies. These compositions have been collected with a due regard 
to the sentiment of the poetry, ns well as the beauty and melody of the 
airs of their respective masters ; all.adapted to appropriate music, cor- 
ectly arranged for one or more voices, and for varions instruments.” 

The Editor appears to have wisely excluded from his book many 
pieces which have appeared in other collections of popular s o n g s ;  

compositions which, on account of their vulgarity and the profane and 
indecent allusions with which they abound, have tended to vitiate the 
popular taste and morals. For this reason, as well as for the extent and 
variety of its contents, we think this is the best book of the kind which 
has yet attracted our attention. •

The Singer’s Companion makes a beautiful 12mo.of 237 pages, 
printed on fine paper and handsomely bound in muslin, with a spirited 
frontispiece.

D ecisive S pirit I dentifications.—Wo have received the following 
particulars from Mr. Benjamin F. Johnson, of Madison Street, this city, 
in whose family arc mediums of different kinds, and whose wife is a 
good spirit seer and clairvoyant physician. One evening, a t their
family circle, a Spirit announced her name as Cyrenfc C------(we omit
full names on account of relatives of the parties still living). No one 
present remembered to have ever known a person of the name given, 
and to obtain a clue to identification, Mr. J. asked, “ Where did you 
live !’’ Aris. “ In Windham.” “ How did you come by your death ?” 
Ans. “ By drowning.” “ Who was drowned with you?” Ans. “ Irene
II------.” Mr. nnd Mrs. J. then remembered that»more than twenty
years ago two little girls, bearing tbe names given, were drowned in 
attempting to cross a foot-bridge of a creek swollen by a freshet. This 
occurred at a place now called Lexington, but which was then com
prised in the town of.Windham, Greene Co., N. Y. After identifying 
the-Spirit in thnt way, and perceiving that the manifestation was inde
pendent of all liiought-rcading, Mr. J. said, “ Well, Cyrene, will you 
make U3 a communication ?” “ Yes ; my mother is with me, and wishes 
to communicate.” The mother then commenced : “ Ever since I  have 
been in lh i3 sphere I have been sorry that I  talked s o  ugly to your 
mother about Jesses' joining tbe Church.” These words again re
called a circumstance of which Mr. and Mrs. J. had not thought for a 
long time ; nnd the old lady wn3 aftcrwarJ, if  possible, still more dis
tinctly identified ns to a certain characteristic petulance, by taking an 
offense at nn expression which Mrs. J. casually dropped concerning 
her, nnd replying to it  in the lingo to which she had been accustomed 
while in the flesh. ___________ ________________ _

A Convincing F act.—Mrs. Johnson, a clairvoyant physician, resid
ing at No. 327 Madison Street, this city, relates to us the following as 
among many equally interesting facts in her spiritual experience. She 
was thrown into the clairvoyant state by ber husband, nnd sent to look 
for some friends in the Spirit-world. She, however, immediately found 
herself in connection with a Spirit who seemed to be in a state of per
plexity nnd uncertainty. This Spirit prevented ber from coming into 
ra p p o rt with her Spirit-friends, and she tried to l-id herself from the 
connection, b u t  could n o t . Finally it  occurred to her that she had seen 
the Spirit before, and on a closer examination distinctly recognized her 

..a au,o. x j ., a  «Oman wiio nau i'esiuCd ra her immediate'neighbor
hood some seven or eight years before, bnt of whom she had not heard 
in some three or four years, and whose death she had not suspected. 
She mentioned these" facts, and was soon brought out of the state. 
Within an hour after she returned to  her normal condition, a lady came 
jn and said, “ Mrs. J., is it not a shame ? Mrs. B. (mentioning the 
name of the woman whose Spirit Mrs. J. had just seen) has ju st died, 
and they arc now hurrying her oil* to the grave without paying her 
any more respect than if  she were a dumb brute”—or something to 
that purpose. A t that moment tbe funeral procession of tbe woman 
whose Spirit had just been seen was passing along the s tr e e t!

A n A ncient V isionist.—Apollonius, of Tyana, in Cappadocia, was 
born not far from the beginning of the Christian era. From early life 
he practiced the austerities of the Pythagoreans, with which sect of 
philosophers he connected himself. He spent much time in the temple 
of /Esculapius at ADgic, and was by its priests initiated into the mys
teries of the healing a r t ; and his peculiar course of discipline and in
struction procured for him some wonderful psychical pow ers., Philos- 
tratns, his biographer, mentions instances of his miraculously (or mag
netically) restoring (apparently) dead persons to life. While in the . 
island of Crete, he exclaimed, on one occasion, that the sea was bring
ing forth land. ' I t  was afterward ascertained that an island was a t that 
moment rising out of the neighboring sea, by the throes of an earth
quake. While at the Isthmus of Corinth, he predicted the attem pt of 
the Emperor Nero to cut through it. In  the after p art of his life, 
while a t Ephesus, engaged in a public disputation, bis voice suddenly 
changed nnd he exclaimed, “ Welt done, Stephen ! Lake h e a r t ; kill the 
tyrant; kill h i m n n d  then after a short pause he added, “ The tyrant 
is dead; he is killed this very hour.” I t  was afterward proved that 
Domitian the tyrannical emperor was actually slain at that very hour 
by a band of conspirators, in the city of Rome.

Forms of H uman Affections.—A friend, in a recent letter to the 
present writer, incidentally mentioned that calling, on the previous even
ing, with his wife, a t the house of a friend, they met there a stranger 
who had a very singular voice, nnd who, during the evening, sang sev
eral songs. , In  the mean time our friend’s wife, who is an eminently 
lucid Spirit-seer, went into the interior state and observed the peculiar 
and changing states of the man’s spirit ns different affections or emo
tions were called into activity by his musical effort. She observed that 
whenever any particular affection was vividly called up, a vision of the 
face of the particular animal distinguished for that affection was pro
jected before her, nnd a t such times there was a peculiarity in the man’s 
voice which could be distinctly identified with the sounds uttered by 
tliat particular kind of animal. Similar phenomena have frequently 
been observed by other Spirit-seers, and they hint a t the existence of a 
law governing the relation between interior principles nnd their outer 
forms of expression, which, when fnlly known, will serve as an expo
nent of the whole natural and spiritual worlds and their mutual re
lations. ____________ _____________

S pirit-S eeing at Grernpoint.—There is a circle of mediums at 
Grecnpoint, L. I., several of whom pcrceivc'Spirits by a sense which 
appears to be almost identical with that of the outer vision. Recently 
one of them, in seating herself in a circle, was told, through a writing 
medium, that one Spirit would he there tjjat evening whom she would 
not be permitted to sec. She understood this to be the Spirit of her 
deceased husband. After sitting awhile she spoke of a cold sensation 
which she felt on the back of her neck, as though a cold hand had beec 
laid upon it, though she saw nothing. At the same time that she spoke 
of this, another medium distinctly saw the lady’s deceased husband 
come in, seat himself on her lap, and place his hand on the back of her 
neck exactly in the,spot where she experienced the cold sensation.

A Request Granted.—A friend of ours—a lady who is a medium__
being recently seated in a  circle, suddenly found herself, w ithout provo
cation or “ malice prepense,” committing an assault and battery upon 

yong man who sat near her, and whom she dealt a most vigorous blow 
in th$ face. She was surprised and mortified a t her own unpremedi
tated and altogether involnntiiry exhibition .of pugnacity, but it was ex- * 
plained by the young man himself, who said he had m e n ta l ly  requested 
the Spirits to strike him in the face as a demonstration of their pres
ence. The demonstration he received was certainly a s tr ik in g  one, and 

“ served him right.” Here was certainly a clear instance of Spirit- 
thought reading.



??SS i

P A R T R I D G E  A N D  B R I T T A N ’S S P I R I T U A L  T E L E G R A P H .
N E W  Y O R K  C O N F E R E N C E  O F S P IR IT U A L IS T S .

session of j a n .  23 d , 1855.

Mr. T aylor showed a slate upon which the Spirits had formed some 
letters in a circle a t his house on the previous Sunday evening. The 
initials of a mao, with the statement that he had been murdered for his 
money, was written upon it. The fact that the man had died by vio
lence in California was known to be true, ns stated by the Spirit in this 
wonderful manner. There could be no mistake about the origin of the 
w riting. The slate was made clean and examined before i t  was pu t 
under the table, where the writing was done.

Mr. II it os o n gave an interesting incident on the authority of a child 
about eight years of age. The family, who reside in Brooklyn, were in 
the country last Summer a t the house of a brother. Soon after retiring 
to rest, one night, a crash was heard as of falling plaster from some room 
up stairs. This excited no particular alarm, and would have been for
gotten probably bu t for the subsequent strange statement of the child. 
The little girl came toward morning to her father’s bedside and asked 
to be taken into bed with him. lie  was surprised a t her request and 
frightened look, and supposing she had been awakened by some child
ish dream, sent her away, and soon after got up himself to take a walk 
in the early morning, l ie  had not proceeded far when he was overtaken 
by the child, who said, “ Father, I did not sleep any last night for per- 
sous coming into .the room.” A t first a noise was heard under the bed, 
which her companion said was rats, and soon went to sleep. Then the 
door opened, and a boy came in and let down the curtains. Next a man 
with a black coat, yellow vest, and white pants came in, and after a 
brief stay went back and brought in a woman dressed iu white, but with 
no shoes on her feet. The man stood near the head of the bed and the 
lady sat upon it, so near as to press the clothes upon her. The lady 
removed the clothes from her face, put her hand upon her forehead ns 
if caressing her, im printing gentle touches upon her cheeks, and clasp
ing her hand. At this juncture she says her uncle, a t whose house they 
were visiting, came in, got a match from the mantlepiece, and lighted 
a candle. When lie came into the room the lady and gentleman disap
peared, ns she thought, under the bed, but when her uncle retired with 
the lighted candle, they appeared as before. The baud with which she 
had been touched felt as cold as ice. This may be objected to ns the 
mere statement of a child. Her father tried to convince her of its being 
a dream only, bu t to no effect. In tw o respects her story was corrobo
rated by others. H er father finding it impossible to convince her of 
having been asleep, asked his brother if he had been in her room during 
the preceding night. l ie  said yes ; he went in after a light, but had no 
idea the child observed him, supposing her asleep. The curtains, too, 
which she said had been let down by the boy, were known to have been 
up the day before, and in fact had not been down previously during the 
summer. She also slept the next day soundly, as a child who had been 
deprived of sleep naturally would. The family learned afterward that 
the house had the reputation of being haunted. The}’ are not Spirit
ualists.

Mrs. P l a tt  spoke, from the trance state, of the influence and use of 
Spiritualism. She instanced the “ old dispensation," mnuy of the fol
lowers of which drew their faith from the fountain of historj’, and “ have 
a name to live, but are dead,” compared with the new-born life which 
the “ sp irit giveth” to those who seek it for themselves and in  them
selves. A mighty convulsion has been wrought by this new-born life 
qf the spirit, for life is action. Whatsoever lives, moves and produces 
results. The dead only may be entombed. Think of a dead soul wrap
ped in a cerement of the “ Thirty-nine Articles” and the “ Catechism 
of the reverend assembly of divines a t Westminster,” quietly moldering 
away in the sarcophagus of a sect, and then think of the quickened 
light and life of this living age, and see the use of Spiritualism. By it 
we sec how tru ly  natural is the prayer—“ Give us this day our daily 
bread,” for now we realize the need.of it. Its rise is to shed its divine 
light over the darkness of materialism, that its votaries may turn to it 
as the flower turns to the sun. I t  reveals to us a divine use and beauty 
in both worlds, the natural as well ns spiritual. I t  reconciles us to 
death or life, and makes us feel at home and in the presence of God 
everywhere. I t  will arouse the Church a t length from its death-like 
torpor, and tench it that religion can not live on gold, but is maintained 
iu the soul by inspiration, which is the “ bread of life that corneth down 
from heaven.” Infidelity may require external manifestations from the 
Spirit-world, bu t llie C hurch should grow by influx, seeing she has over 
proclaimed lier belief in it. She makes proud proclamations of her 
faith in inspiration ; let her remember that it is not confined to time nor 
place ; but, like the breath of heaven, “ bloweth w hen  as well ns where 
it listeth.” Let her open her cars and she will “ hear the sound thereoi” 
to-day as her fathers did of old, for “ God is not a respecter ol persons 
n o r  o f  t im e s , but among all nations and in all ages—now, ns ever, the 
[¡(•in" can hear his voice, b u t he is  not G od  to  th e  dea d  / ' How mournful 
would be the procession of dead churches ns they pass in review before 
us, with the corpse of Christ,iauity wrapped in cloth of gold, and sol
emnly .dedicated “ to the unknown God,” with the pious epitaph—
“ That it  lived respected and died lamented,” were it not that we know 
it i3 marching to a resurrection and newness of life—that from the dead 
form shall spring a living soul. Thus shall Spiritualism triumph. The 
harvest is ready ; I d  the laborers enter upon their work each in his own 
way, and what his hands find to do, th a t do in all honesty of spirit. 
Inspiration—spiritual communion—is the light of progress and devel
opm ent—is a law of nature. We can not remain infants always. A
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«1 You who have become men “ should putm a n  baby is a monstrosity, 
away childish things.”

M r. R a n d o lp h  stated some facts to show the use and healthy growth 
of Spiritualism. He thinks it is gradually making its way through thè 
intellect to the heart of man, there to work as a living principle—a grand 
central idea around which all other thought shall revolve, and from 
which all outward action shall shape its character, winning man’s affec
tions from gold to God, from vice to virtue, from earth to heaven.

Adjourned, R. t . i i a i . l o c k .

M A R R I E D .
In Rochester, January 16th, by Rev. C. Hammond, Mr. I srael G. 

A twood, of Lockport, and A my M. T ruman, of Somerset, all mediums.

b o r n  i n t o  t h e  s p i r i t - w o r l d .8
A t Grecnpoint, L. I., Dec. 13th, 1851, I rene E jf.wio, aged 3 years 1 

mouth and 10 days ; and Dee. 'doth, Mary Armeda, aged 1 year 10 
months and 11 days, daughters of Frances Henrietta and the late 
Charles C. W right, of this city.

D if f e r e n t  M o p e s  of S p ir it -S p e e c h .— Our friend, James Stott, of 
Carbondnle, Pu., in writing us on business, incidentally mentions the 
case of an excellent medium in that place who is influenced to speak in 
the most eloquent manner by an Indian Spirit, who says that during 
his life in the flesh he knew little or nothing of English. As a pecu
liarity of his operation upon the medium, Mr. Stott mentions that in. 
private conversation he uses broken English just as a t i r i n g  Indian 
might he expected t o ; hut that when speaking in public his diction is 
in the purest English, whie.li he pours forth in the most eloquent man
lier. On being asked, by Mr. S., to explain the reason of this variation 
in his modes of speaking, he saidfthat in conversation he influenced the 
medium p h y s ic a lly  by controlling bis organs of speech ; but that in pub
lic addresses he lias control only «f the young man’s mind, leaving the 
thoughts thus vividly excited to clothe themselves in words with which 
the medium is familiar. A point in spiritual philosophy is hero hinted 
which investigators would do well to hear iu mind, though, of course, 
these facts are not stated rs proof to s k e p t ic s  that there is a Spirit in- 
tcrferfercncc at all in the case.

•ECHOES FROM 'I’llK SPIRIT-HOME.

Home,yoyo«.« h o m e !  W anderer! come hero. Aching head, como 
rest on the pillow of heavenly repose. Breathe a sigh tnat Heavens 
breath may fan thy brow ; tha t the breezes of angelic attendants may 
waft thee homeward. W anderer, come horns, where the fountain of 
eternal wisdom shall flow into thy so u l; come, drink a t the fountain of 
life ; its waters shall purify thy spirit for eternity'.

When in a fount celestial,!
Thy weary soul shall bathe: '
When borne from waves terrestrial,
From error's darkened eavo:
Whon floating onward, upward,
The weary soul shell rest: ]
And soar ‘midst Spirit’s heavenward.
To join pure Spirits blessed.

Como homeward, weary so u l! — L i l y  W re a th .

A P IC T U R E  OF TO -D AY.
B Y  T H O M A S  L .  H A R R I S .

TO S. A. P.

I dedicate this poem to you because your heart and hand for these 
many years have been open to those who had no helper, and your labors 
of love untiring for the relief of the distressed.

In the cold street at break of day'
Frozen and stark a Maiden lay,

A Maiden undefiled.
Hunger and cold had chilled her breast;
The Angels loosed her bosom-vest,

And God took home his child.

The cold gray light that streamed forlorn 
Through snow-clouds by the north wind torn,

Shone on her dead calm face.
Her little hands, blue-veined and fair,
Were clasped as if she breathed a prayer,

E ’en while in Death’s embrace.

’Twas sweet to see Iter gentle eyes 
Upturned as if, from out the skies,

Some Angel had shone down;
Dawning upon her dying sight 
On the cold flag-stones in the night,

An Angel, with his crown.

’Twas sweet to see her lips lie close 
As if they were a little rose,

That, when the soul had gone,
Had shut a lingering sweetness in,
A joy that they had died to win

From the pure Spirit flown.

0  tattered gown, so scant and thin,
That could but let the bleak Night in 

To chill that bosom young;
Methought from every seam and rent,
Where through the wild wind came and went,

God spoke with awful tongue.

And G o d  d o t h - s p e a k  from every cell,
And hutted cot where poor men dwell,'

The Poor, vvithoulen bread ;
“ While these, my lambs, lie piteous-sweet, 
Death-numbed and frozen in the street,

No shelter hath My head.”

Was it a Vision that I saw?
My spirit thrilled with lioly awe,

A bleeding Heart lay trod,
A bruised and bleeding Heart lay bare . *
Where the bright gas-light cast its glare,

Thy Heart, 0  Christ of God !

A bleeding Heart that could not die,
But beat forever silently ',

And made no sound or moan,
A bleeding Heart! My blood ran chill;
Soon music, with a solemn thrill,

The stately' organ’s tone;

The harmony of vocal choirs 
Rose o’er the slender Broadway spires ;

The wealthy and the proud 
Drove o’er the Heart that throbbed and hied ; 
Unthinking still that C h r i s t  lay dead 

In every' Poor Man’s shroud.
•

From prayer, and litany, and mass,
I saw (hem throng, and cried, “ Alas!

Didst thou, 0  Saviour ! die 
That human lips might go unfed,
And children starve for lack of bread,

And vainly, vainly try

For help from God or from their race 
As this I said, the dead girl’s face

Shone once more on my sight,
And, self-rebuked, 1 said, “ Not so ;
In Angel forms thou, Lofrd, dost go,

In Angel forms of light;

“ In Angel forms, arid not alone 
Of Sainted Souls who glide unknown 

O’er human ill and grief.
Thy sacred benedictions flow 
Through earth-bound Souls thy love who know,

And bear thy Poor relief.

“ The poor man’s sorrow ends with death;
With earth all trouble vanisheth;

A voice from heaven Divine 
Saith, ‘ Ope, ye heavenly gates ! take in 
My children, slain by want, not sin,

The Poor, the Poor are M ine!’”
N ew Y ork, J a n . 20, 1855.

D IS C L O S U R E S  M ADE B Y  SP IR IT S .
Clay, J a n .  8 , 1855.

B r o s . P a r t r id g e  a n d  B r i t t a x :

It is the request of Professor Miller’s widow, that you re
publish the accompanying extract, taken from a series of 
lectures delivered by J. Tiffany, in Cleveland, Ohio, and pub
lished in the Tribune some time in 1853. I copy the following 
from a recent letter of hers. The last problem mentioned 
(referring to the one in the lecture), was one he had worked 
on three y'cars. 1 never shall forget how eluted he was when 
he returned from Auburn and found it was correct; and how 
l at that time ridiculed Spiritualism. My object in sending it 
is, I wish to have it republished in the T e l e g r a p h  and Era.

There is another class of phenomena sometimes connected with clair
voyance which demands our attention. I refer to that called r c tr o m io n ,  

by which I mean the faculty of calling up the past and revealing its 
bidden history. I once witnessed a very’ remarkable instance of this 
kiud, which I will briefly relate. Iu the year 1845, while I was residing 
in Lorain Co., a Mr. Hall, a merchant in Elyria, had his stove broken 
and entered, and a large quantity of goods stolen and carried away’. 
This was done about 12 o'clock on Saturday night. Early the next 
morning, Mr. II. discovered what had been done, and came to me for 
advice. The first inquiry I put to him was, “ nave you informed any 
one of w hat has taken place ?” He answered that he had not. I  then 
enjoined it upon him not to mention the circumstance to any one, not 
even his family, and perhaps in a few days he would hear that his store 
had been b roken ; then, by tracing the report, he might get some clue 
to the rogues. This course of policy was agreed upon, and the subject 
was mentioned to no one. The next morning, while we were together 
conversing upon the subject, the thought occurred to me that a young 
lady in town was said to be clairvoyant, and I  proposed to Mr. Hall 
that we should visit her and test her powers. I t  was agreed to between [

us, and it was further agreed that nothing should be said to her respect
ing the nature of the subject to be investigated, for two reasons : first, 
we wished to know whether she could discover from our milids, thé 
subject to be investigated ; and second, if she could not clairvoyantly 
give us the information we desired, she would know nothing of the sub
ject byr which the information could be communicated to others. This 
young lady was an entire stranger to both of us. W ith this understand
ing we visited the house of Mr. Cook, who was the brother-in-law and 
mesinerizer of this young lady. On visiting the house we informed Mr. 
Cook that we had come to request him to mesmerize bis sister-in-law 
for the purpose of making certain investigations. This he very kindly 
consented to do, and in a few moments she was pu t into the mesmeric 
condition. Mr. Cook then turned to us and requested to be iufornted 
of the nature of the subject to be investigated. We declined telling him, 
desiring that the subject might be requested to find that out. n e  re
quested us to mention some place where we desired the investigation to 
commence. Mr. Hall immediately mentioned his store. Mr. Cook 
inquired of the subject if she knew where Mr. Hall’s store was. She 
replied she did not. He then requested her mentally to accompany him 
to it, which she did, and soon declared herself to be there. Mr. Cook 
then requested her to make-the examination desired, aud inform him of 
what she saw. She almost immediately remarked, “ There has been bad 
work here ; this store has been broken open, and a large quantity of 
goods stolen.” Mr. Hall then inquired, “ How was it broken open?” 
She commenced and gave a very minute and detailed description of the 
manner in which it was done, which w’as perfectly accurate in every 
particular. She even described their effort at lighting a lamp after they 
hud entered the store, and said they’ had lighted five matches before 
they had succeeded in lighting the lamp, and that the unburned portion 
of the matches Avere left upon the floor near where they left the lamp 
standing, which was also perfectly correct. She then proceeded to 
describe accurately’ the character, quantity, and quality of the goods 
stolen. The different kinds aud colors of the broadcloths, etc., all of 
which was correct. After giving the above description, I remarked : 
“ Well, if you can see to describe so accurately' the transaction, can you 
not see to tell us who were the persons engaged in it !” She replied, 
“ Certainly I can ; there were three of them ; they are strangers to me ;
I can not tell their names, bu t'I can describe them so that you can find 
them. With this, she commenced describing one of them by’ his size, 
personal appearance, dress, even to the peculiar kind of cap he wore, 
business, place of residence, and even the business lie was. at tlmt 
moment engaged in ; said lie left town that morning on his way to 
Cleveland with a load o f  pork. From her description wo.had no diffi
culty in determining the individual she wa3 referring to, and her 
description was iu every respect correct. She even described the part 
lie took in breaking the store, which subsequently proved to be correct. 
She then proceeded to describe the second person concerned in the 
burglary, with the same accuracy’ she described the first, and from her 
description we had no difficulty in determining who she referred to. 
She then proceeded to describe the third person with the same particu
larity as she described the .others, but we could not learn who he was 
from her description. Her description, however, subsequently proved 
to be correct, and the reason we did not recognize him was, he was a 
stranger, residing some thirty  miles distant. She also told us what 
had been done with the goods, but those we could not find. We were 
now very’ well satisfied that she had told us "the truth, and had fixed 
our suspicions upon two individuals whom wc had not previously sus
pected. But wc could do nothing but watch, as clairvoyant evidence 
would not be deemed competent in a court of justice, and watch wc did. 
Fortunately for our purpose, a difficulty arose between one of these 
burglars and his wife, and she disclosed the fact of his guilt in this case. 
By this m e a n s  we were enabled to get legal evidence of the guilt of the 
other two p i  ties, including the one wc did not know, from the doscri) 
tion of the clairvoyant ; and the three were arrested ; one of them 
turned State’s evidence, and gave, under oath, a full description of the 
whole transaction, which, in every particular, corroborated the state 
ment of the clairvoyant, made some four months before. The burglars 
were arrested aud 6ent to the penitentiary’. Here was a clear ease of 
retroviBion. Many other eases of a similar character might be mentioned, 
but one well-authenticated cate is as good for our purpose as a thousand.

* * * * * * * *
I will mention another example. Mr. Nathan Wbinncy, of Warren 

Co , In., is a medium for these communications. Ilis wife lost a brother 
about nine years of age, in Wilmington, Clinton Co., Ohio. This 
brother's name was David Allen Everett. This fad, previous to his 
death, had lost a pocket-knife which he prized very highly, and in 
searching for which he and others had spent much time. After David 
had been deceased for a year or more, his Spirit purported to be present 
to communicate through his brother-in-law, Mr. \Y  M rs. W., who 
was strongly inclined to doubt the genuineness of the manifestations, 
remarked, “ David, if this is really you, you can tell us where you lost 
your knife, and where it can now be found.” To which be replied,
“ Certainly, I can sec it now ; it is lying in tho pigeon-box in such a 
barn, in Wilmington, Ohio, with the blade open.” He then gave dircc 
tions how they could get to the box, by climbing up on the scaffolding, 
etc., and lie requested that the knife might be obtained and be kept to 
be presented to his little nephew (a son of Mr. and Mrs. W.), when he 
should be old enough to appreciate it, as a present from his S|flrit-uncle. 
Mrs. W. wrote to her parents iA Wilmington requesting them to look 
for the knife, and thus test the correctness of the communication. They 
had removed some five miles from the place where the knife wn3 lost, 
and had not sufficient confidence in the communication to go five miles 
to test it. Two young men being present at the time the letter was 
received, and being curious to test the matter, mounted their horses 
and went and made the search, and found the knife in the exact place 
described in the letter, with the blade open as described. And the 
knife is now being kept to be presented according to the request of the 
little Spirit-giver. Thus I  might continue giving an indefinite number 
of cnse3 illustrating this point ; but the above are sufficient.

These manifestations also indicate a degree of intelligence superior to 
that of the mediums or any other persons present; and they also 
indicate an intelligence purely’ intellectual in its character. Illustrating 
this point, I  will give the case of Prof. Miller, of Cortland Co., New 
York. He visited certain mediums in Auburn, N. Y., for the purpose 
of investigating this subject. While there, lie endeavored to obtain in
dications of intelligence of such a character ns to render it certain that 
the answers were in no way dictated by the mediums. ITc therefore 
selected a subject for investigation which would require a degree of 
ntelligence not possessed by one in a hundred thousand. He called for 

the Spirit of La Place, the celebrated astronomer and mathematician, 
and directly the Spirit responded to his call. “ Now,” said Professor 
M. “ if you arc  the Spirit of La Place, you can demonstrate to me such 
a problem in such a hook of your “ M e ch a n iq u c  C é le s te .” The Spirit 
responded by’ giving the desired demonstration. He took it down as 
given by the Spirit, not being quite certain that it was the one called 
for ; but on comparing it with the book, he found it to he correct. This 
demonstration was of such a character that Prof. M. knew n o  person 
present excepting himself could understand it after it was given. Prof.
M. also applied another test. There was in ’his mind a mathematical 
problem which he had been endeavoring to solve for some time, without 
success. While here making these investigations, he submitted that 
problem to the Spirits of La Place and Newton, and they solved for'him 
the problem- Here certainly was an indication of a very’ high degree of 
intelligence concerned in the production of these phenomena. I  might 
add many other cases, but the above are sufficient for my present 
purpose.

IN KERM AN N .

The following lines, by a corresportdent heretofore unknown 
to us, are composed in a free and vigorous style, which is sel 
dom ^surpassed' by the contributions to tlie newspaper press. 
We shall venture to anticipate other tokens of remembrance 
from the same source.— E d ,

War, w ar,'w ar!
Who hath proclaimed it?
Who hath sustained it?

Bloody and bleak is the field of its strife ;
Mother, and sister, and daughter, and wife,

Sadly have named it
Grave of their glory’, their pride, and their life.

Down, down, dow n!
Fathers and brothers,
Husbauds and lovers,

Streaming with gore in the fierce battle fell;
Ghastly and gaunt in the ghost-haunted dell—

Lost to all others,-
Silent forever, the brave-hearted dwell.

Dark, dark, d a rk !
Over them waving,
Gloomily waving,

War’s crimson banner how cleaveth the a i r ;
Kneeling beneath it  tho young and the fair,

Blank horror braving,
Seek for the lost and the beautiful there.

Woe, woe, w o e !

Orphans are w ailing;
Banners are tra iling ;

Shrieks rend the air with the trumpet’s wild peal;
Moanings resound with the clashing of steel;

Brave hearts are failing—
Crushed ’neath the tread of the conqueror’s heel.

Haste, haste, h as te !
Seraph or Spirit—
All who inherit

Freedom and pence in the land of the blest—
Stay the wild passions that surge in man’s breast,

Till war’s wild spirit,
Gory and grim , is forever at-rest. ju r y .

R E S U L T S  OF M RS. M E T T L E R ’S P R A C T IC E -
The subjoined article was written by the editor of the Hart

ford Times, one of the most intelligent, acute, and Conscientious 
observers. For several years the Doctor and Mrs. Mettler 
have resided in Hartford ; the editor of the Times has had 
every necessary or desirable opportunity to witness the results 
of their practice, and his testimony on this point may be 
received with unquestioning confidence.

MEDICAL CLAIRVOYANCE.

W IT H E R E D  ARM  CURED.
Woburn, Mass., D ee . 15, 1854:

Messrs. P artridge and B rittax :
I was afflicted for three year* with rheumatism and scrofula. Most 

of the time I  was unable to do any labor. D uring.this time I  was at
tended by three physicians, one of whom was the celebrated Dr. Astcll, 
of Lowell, Mass., but without any apparent benefit. In  May’, 1852, 
Avbile speaking with It. II. Howard in regard to Mr. Stephen Cutter 
(the Spirit-doctor so called). I asked him if he thought Mr. Cutter could 
help me. He replied, “ I know he can.” I aocordingly sent for him. 
At this time I did not expect ever to have the use of my arm again, as 
it appeared to have withered away and had become entirely useless. He 
laid his hands upon me twice without any apparent effect, but the third 
time I  felt some effect from his hands. He continued to call on me two 
or three times a day. In  four weeks I  was able to return to my labor, 
and have had the use of my arm ever since, which I  attribute to Mr. 
Cutter’s laying on of hands. I am not a believer in Spiritualism, but 
believe Mr. Cutter has the healing power in himself. If you think this 
is worth publishing in your paper, please insert it. c. chkllace.

For the information of many persons in various quarters who are 
sending inquiries after the residence in this city of Mrs. Mettler, the 
somewhat celebrated medical Clairvoyantc, and for the benefit of all who 
may feel interested in tho matter, wc will state that her new residence 
(into which she has just removed from her former house in Collegi 
Street), is situated on the south side of Winthrop, near Pleasant Street, 
in the northern part of t h e  city’.

Her new residence, purchased the present winter by’ Dr. Mettler, is 
beautiful new building in modern style, handsomely furnished through 
out. I t  is upon a healthful location, overlooking the beautiful valley 
of the Connecticut, in a quiet neighborhood of the best residences in 
Hartford. In  every respect it  is a beautiful residence and a  desirable 
location. Her numerous friends throughout the country will be gratified 
to learn that she is so happily situated. Her powers were never clearer 
nor her successes more complete, though out of about nine thousand 
cases examined by her, we have not yet known of a failure. The two 
cases claimed, by some of her opponents ns failures, we have found on 
inquiry’ were successful examinations, rather than failures.

Quite a number of remarkably successful examinations have lately 
been made by this lady while iu the magnetic or trance state, the cir
cumstances of which, were the parties concerned not unwilling to make 
them public, arc of a character to interest and surprise those who are 
unacquainted with the nature and extent of this latterly-discovered and 
singular power. Individuals from other sections o i the country, who 
wore wholly unknown to Mrs. M . have had evidence of her power in 
correctly locating, describing, and curing diseases, as well as many who 
reside in this city and vicinity. Circumstances and particulars con
nected with the cause of the disorder, frequently dating back for years 
and entirely forgotten by the patient, are seen by her while in the clair 
royant state, and so accurately described as to firing them vividly hack 
to his memory, though he may’ never have suspected any connection 
between them and the disease. Another noteworthy fact may’ be men
tioned in connection with this matter—a majority of Mrs. M.’s patients 
are those who have been long and unsuccessfully' treated by physicians, 
and whose systems arc in a shattered condition. These cases are-often 
of a desperate character, and they come to her hands as a last resort, 
after being given up by most other practitioners. If  in the face of dis
couraging circumstances like these, Mrs. Mettler succeeds in relieving 
three out of every five of such cases, it is a fact that is rather significant, 
and one that speaks strongly in her favor. Yet we have reason to 
believe that she lias actually accomplished this, and that the proportion 
mentioned of serious cases treated by her have indeed been greatly 
relieved, or entirely cured. Her diagnosis of a disease will commonly 
be found to be strikingly correct, and when her prescriptions are faith
fully followed, the patient is very ap t to improve. If  the case is such 
as to allow of no help, she frankly says so at once, but oftener she finds 
that jnuch can be done for those who consult her. We have deemed it 
proper thus publicly to allude to this lady, simply for the benefit of 
those who are suffering, and who may, perhaps, by this means, be 
materially helped in the first of all blessings—health.

By way of illustrating the real nature of some of the charges which 
nre brought against Mrs. M.’s mode of practice, we will relate an 
incident which occurred some time since in this city.

D r.-----was present, and was speakmg in opposition to her method of doctoring,
when a Mr. A., of East Hartford, cajnc in, with his son—a lad aged about fourteen 
years.

“ Here comes a man, now,” said the Dr., “ hurt is a man who can tell you about 
Mrs. Mettler. lit has been there !”

“ Well, what do you think of Mrs. Mettler?”
“ I have no confidence in her,” was the prompt reply. D r.---- seemed pleased.
“ Did she examine you 1” An».—“ No, she oxamirted this boy.”
“ What did she say!” Ans.—“ She said that his eyesight was nearly destroyed— 

that ho could only sec rays of light at the sides.”
“ Is this true!” Ans.—“ Yes.”
“ Well, did slio tell you any thing else!” Ans.—“Yes, she told me a great many 

things about the boy and his eyes.”
“ Did she tell you correctly t” “ Yes.”
“ Did she make any mistake ?” “ No.”
“ Did she tell every little particular correctly!” Ans.—“ Yes. And what astonished 

me was, she told just how the boy’s mother died, years and years ngo 1 She died in 
convulsions.”

As this ense seemed to afford rather an interesting “ evidence” of Mrs. M.’s guess
work, our friend concluded to question the man a little further. #

“ Did Mrs. Mettler ever know this boy’s mother!” “ No. She died several years
ago.”

“ Well, did she know you were coming to consult her!’1 “ No.”
“ Did she ever see or hear of you or your boy ?” “ No—probably not.”
“ Was she in the clairvoyant'sleep when’you went into the room!” “ Yes.”
“ W as there a handkerchief over her eyes!” “ Yes.”
“ Did she see you or the boy before the examination t” “ No.”
“ Did you tell her your name!” “ No.”
“ Did she know who it was she was examining!” “ No.”
“ But, my friend, according to your own story, the examination was a correct one. 

Why, then, havo you no confidence in her!”
“ Well, I don't know, she said she couldn’t cure the boy.”
And so it seemed the clairvoyant must be blamed and pronounced a 

humbug” by those who start reports against her which have no better 
foundation than this—that she “ couldn’t  cure” a case of blindness, while 
the facts showed that she had made a correct examination of the case.-

j y  “ A Picture of To-day,”  by Bro. Harris, is a noble utterance, 
honorable alike to his head and heart, and to the generous, self-sacrific
ing devotion of the lady to whom it  is appropriately inscribed.

P O W E R F U L  D E M O N S T R A T IO N S  AGAIN.

Messrj. P artr. doe and B rittax : Ja n ‘ 10> 1855'

D e a r  S » i-B eliev in g  it  your wish t h A  all extraordinary Spirit- 
manifestations should to  reported to you for'the benefit, not only of 
your subscribers, but 6f the rest of mankind, Lam impressed to slate 
what occurred a t my-bouse during the sitting* 0f  a circle last winter. 
By Spirit-direction, the names, of ten or twelve persons were given, to 
form a circle a t niy house, through Mrs. Cadwell, with the promise that 
if  we obeyed instructions they would give'us music on the piano. The 
first evening was mostly occupied in getting direction, not only through 
Mrs. Cadwell, bu t through the sounds and tippings, Miss Hastings being 
a medium for po'w’crful demonstrations. The second evening, my 
daughter was requested by the Spirits ¡o’take a-sbat a t the piano and 
play, during which they rapped out the time upon t h f  table abound 
which the circle were sitting, with so much forcejas to produce a very 
perceptible vibration of the same. The third evening, the Spirits re
quested Miss H. to take a seat a t the piano, a t the same time requesting 
my daughter to play, the invisibles thumping out - the time on the 
sounding-board so loud as to be heard in the adjoining room. After a 
few sittings they would play an áccompnniment w ith my daughter, by 
snapping the strings, the same as in playing the harp, apparently 
making use of fifteen or twenty strings a t once, rolling out the music 
with most beautiful effect. Previous to this, they gave orders th a t the 
room should be made dark. A t length they requested Miss H. to 
change scats with my daughter, as they wished her to play, and here I  
would state, that she wa9 never known to play a tune on the piano, not 
even -knowing the letters on the same. She soon commenced, and to the’ 
astonishment of the circle played a number of pieces entirely new to us,- 
as well as some that were familiar. They then told us they would try  
and make her play the “ Burning of Moscow,” which performance, for 
elegance of touch and beauty of expression, all .present said they never 1 

heard excelled by the best performers. Language is inadequate to do 
it justice. The most intense ecstasy seemed to pervade the circle, 
manifesting itself in exclamations of wonder and delight. I  would here 
observe that my piano has the iEolian attachment, which was played 
during the whole performance in concert with the piano. There was 
almost a  perfect representation of the discharge of large and small guns, 
with the roll of drums and the tolling of bells, and throughout it  was 
interspersed with most delicious music, all in perfect harmony.

At the conclusion of the performance, the curtain to one of the win
dows, which is balanced by a loaded tassel, was raised to the top as 
quick as a flash of lightning, which feat they performed a t the conclusion 
of almost every piece. The last time they drew it  up, i t  struck the top 
with so much force that it split off the piece of mahogany wood with 
which it  was pu t up, and down came the curtain to the floor. Perhaps 
it will be said we were mesmerized? I f  so, the influence must have 
remained upon me for a long time, for the next day I  had the satisfac
tion of repairing and putting tip the curtain.

One thiDg I  forgot to mention. The medium, Mias U., said the Spirits 
operated the bellows to the iEolian, as she did not pu t her foot near the 
pedal that works the same. Mrs. Cadwell, likewise, saw the Spirit-hand 
in Lite act of drawing up the curtain. Miss H. would play a beautiful 
accompaniment to any tune my daughter would play. They then s e t ,  
the piano up on the two back l e g s ; there it would stand and keep time 
with the music, with so much motion as to throw the book-rack over, 
and without a hand touching it except my daughter playing it. Where 
is Prof. Faraday ? They have doné the same toting when there were 
only those two in the room. I  have stood in the hall with others, aud 
witnessed it. They throw the book-rack over so often, I  told them 
I would prevent it, ns it created quite a disturbance. I  took my hand
kerchief and tied it  around one of the slats, rolling up the other end, 
reached over, raised the cover and p u t it  under, and before I  could with
draw my hand, the front of the piano was raised up three times hard 
against my arm, equivalent to sayiog, That will hold it. Yoii will sec 
that in this case the piano was tipped from the medium. Thus it appears 
that Faraday and Grimes arc, unfortunately, far behind the limes.

We had a promiscuous circle one evening, with William Hume ns 
medium; my daughter was playing, when the piano was moved by the 
invisibles five feet endwise, leaving her out of the reach of the keys. 
They pu t i t  in its place again, called for the alphabet, spelled out sen
tences, responded to questions by raising the end of the piano six inches 
from the floor, thumping it oh ihe same, jsrriwg t to  whole houee. This 
is bu t a  partial account of what transpired during the sitting of this 
circle. The names of the witnesses will be given if wished for.

Respectfully yours, a. s . cdrriek.

L IL Y  W R EA T H .

We make the following extract from the closing pages of 
this beautiful w ork:

And now that We have twined the eternal and unfading garland of 
enduring unity, let us throw the wreath around tho hands united, and 
our united faith and hope shall keep it  green. And I  have dwelt with 
thee thus far, have Jived within thee, and thou hast learned to gaze and 
look on me as a friend of truth, a living friend, n o t a  v is io n  o f  lo ve . 

And now together we will go reaping the harvest of earth, and while 
we reap we will scatter seed. We’ll know no end of duty, we’ll call it 
ever spring-tide of life, and still keep budding for beauty.

We’ll whisper not of death ; we’ll whisper in unceasing strains of 
life, love and truth forever.

The falling leaf it does not die, 
t Again it comcth to the eye.

For in the refining process of nature’s laws th a t pervades all matter, 
in beauty it  comes up anew and blooms again ; it puts forth new fresh
ness. We know not death ; all, all is life.

’Tis only sorrow’s sigh,
That whispers auglit can die,
’Tis only error's form 
That drives us to the tomb.

Why talk of death ? when Goff has made these countless worlds, 
and all of life th a t teems within, and placed them in eternity ! And 
yet speakest thou of death ?

Oh, call it life in varied phase,
And let dread “ death” grow mold with age.

Go and tell, go and whisper to the children of earth, that what they 
term the fleeting vision is but the soul’s real it}’, and what they treas-
ured here so long, is far more fleeting, for it shall pass away, and all 
these hideous forms that in the imagination lingered round (ho brain, 
and filled the soul with dread of Hint who is all love and beauty shall 
fade away, and in their place

Bright rays of hope come flowing in,
To raise that soul from fettered sin ;
By sin I mean, the darkened night 
That comes before tho morning bright.

I  would speak to thee my thoughts of beauty till they would swell to 
mighty volumes. I  have in reserve for thee such untold beauties,'such 
light and truth to unfold, ns will fit and garnish the soul and prepare it 
to  e n te r  those brighter bands of seraphs that feed on heaven’s food the 
bread of life. Then come to me, spirit that I  have watched over, that I 
am bringing to my own bower. k

Now fill the little volume, and let it go forth on its errand of love ; 
the labor is sweet.

In love and purity have we twined our garland of lilies. He that 
received them has given their fragrance to forms seeking beauty. Long 
may their perfume abide; till lie gathers in heaven’s gardens,'sweeter 
buds, fairer blossoms that shall wreath tho brow of Time’s immortal 
children. I  go to gather brighter buds, sweeter lilies, to strew along 
the pathway of life.

Ye shall all be gathered there in gardens celestial, to twine flowers of 
memory forever.

Life, life ! how it  beams with beauty! On the golden-winged hour 
of time insert diamonds of beauty. PIscc there the true heart and hand 
of duty. Live for .humanity, live not alone. W aft to the barren hills, 
the darkened valleys, the shady groves, waft the undying truth, the 
light of Spirit-progression. Penetrate the thick hedges of error. O, 
let thy  soul be a  beacon ligh t; let many, many walk by thee. Life will 
be. beauteous; death, 0 , how glorious !.

Wipe the tear from sorrow’s eye, hush the sigh of misery. Would'sf 
thou then add-to';the convoy of angels that shall welcome thee to those 
heavenly shores when the spirit passes there, fill well the little sphere 
allotted thee with deeds of love and duty.
_ Thou need’st not turn aside for some mighty act; enough daily blos- 
soms spring in thy pathway fo r  thee to culture. Thou wilt have 
strength equal to the deeds. Freely give, and thou shalt receive the 
soul’s equivalent. I now leave thee, bu t in spirit I  am still, still hover
ing over thee.— L i l y  W rea th .

SB
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(Concluded from second page.) 
until the world is covered with sects. A certain number of 
church members undertake to exercise the right of free in
quiry and private judgment, and by-and-by they get to enter
tain views different from the rest of the members and the pas
tor, and' secede from the church amid, the* rebukes and denun
ciations of the pastor and his parly, and form a new*soct. 
This is the origin and history of every sect, and is the unde 
niable working and result of the Protestant princ pie. It is 
perpetually at work destroying the bonds of sects, and deufl 
oping the elcments.of dissension and schism. As the people 
become more' intelligent and enlightened, ami acquire a larger 
range of ideas, they think more for themselves on all those 
subjects, daily becoming more bold and courageous; and the 
more they think for themselves the more they multiply sects 
and parties ; and the more sects and parties are multiplied, 
the nearer is the individual to the total enfranchisement which 
the principle promises him. The principle regards exclusive
ly the Individual, not the party or sect. It is the Mae/mi 
Charta of his religious freedom, and manumits him from all 
spiritual authority and influence, and protects him in a prime 
prerogative of his nature. No one who has admitted the prin

c ip le  can stop short of perfect Individualism, for thither it di
rectly and inevitably tends. Yet the whole Protestant world 
is unequivocally committed to this grand fundamental axiom of 
Liberty. All the sects adopt it, and are quick to profess it as 
the cardinal virtue of their faith; and yet it is the seed of 
death in their vitals, which has been and is working out their 
utter dissolution. Their situation is one of wonderful perplex
ity. If they are faithful to the principle, they expire on its 
altar. If they are not faithful to it, the crisis is at hand which 
will drive them clean back to the Papacy. The subject has 
been studied, and their position is now understood ; and the 
times and the people have at last arrived which will demand 
definite action, and force them into one or the other alternative. 
In admitting the principle, they admit into their programme an 
element radically inconsistent with their very existence, and 
which suicidally destroys their life. In admitting it, they givc- 
up their case and state themselves out of court. It is the com- 
pletest surrender of a wide-spread dominion to the demands of 
a rebellious principle that history relates. The sects have 
had no idea that their distinguishing doctrine of religious liberty 
led to those stupendous results. They had no idea that they 
were surrendering their very being to its requirements ; yet I 
challenge any one to show that this is not a logical and con
sistent deduction from the premises. The great mistake of 
the sects has been their attempting to compromise an inflexi
ble principle, which, like all the laws of God and Nature, 
yields to no compromise. They have attempted to ally sla
very and freedom, to unite religious liberty and despotism, to 
fellowship darkness and light, to be hot and cold at the same 
tim e! While warring implacably with the Church of Rome 
about enslaving the faith and conscience of men, they have, 
though on a smaller scale, set up the control of conscience on 
their own account. While fiercely contending-wiih her for 
overrunning and treading under foot the right of private judg
ment, they persecute and malign each other, and denounce as 
heretics, imposters, crazy fanatics, and infidels those of them
selves who undertake to exercise that right and carry out their 
principles to their ultimate conclusions! They have ranged 
themselves on both sides of the same question, and are alter
nately faithful and false to both parties. To-day they uphold 
free faith and conscience, protesting against spiritual tyranny, 
and to-morrow they play the tyrant, calumniating those who 
difler from them. Accordingly the principle itself is perpet
ually protesting against their Janus-faced double-dealing, and 
laying waste their creeds, their compacts, their organizations 
their influence, and their power! It will never cease its work 

•o f  destruction until the death and burial of all church author 
ity and influence, all sectarianism, all creeds, and confession
als ! Protestantism is universal toleration in thought, word 
and a c t; in feeling, fellowship, friendship, and well-wishing. 
It is the reciprocal acknowledgment of universal honesty, 
probity, and sincerity. It is the recognition of natural right 
and individuality. Accordingly, it teaches that belief is no 
crime, so long as when acted out it does not interfere with 
others. It teaches that belief or “ private judgment” may be 
as various and diverse as are the countenances and mental 
formations of men—as various as their educations, associa
tions, and positions; and that each has the divinest right to 
follow his own at his own cost; and when the time arrives 
that each man will do so, the reign of Papal tyranny in all its 
forms will close in everlasting night!

In times of ignorance and blindness it was an easy matter 
for the few who monopolized learning and. knowledge to en
slave the conscience and faith of the masses. Ignorance is 
always credulous and superstitious; has a most unlimited be
lief in miracles, wonders, gods, and priests ; and looks with 
awe and reverence upon every thing connected with them; 
and it is not to be wondered at that the people were the will 
in« slaves of the priests, and deluded by their pretended reve
lations and miracles. It was those times and conditions that 
originated all the absurd theologic myths and religious mon
strosities that by authority, proscription, and education have 
been perpetuated even down to our own times. Ilut since 
then the destiny of Humanity has brightened in its course. 
The common people now know more and are wiser than the 
priests were then. Knowledge has taken an accurate and 
demonstrative form; and we have reached the fresh dawn of 
a scientific era. The development of the individual has 
reached such- a point as to enable him to think for himself, 
and investigate all those subjects in the light of science, and 
make up his own verdict. And just^iifthe ratio that the peo
ple develop, and become able to, and do exercise their right of 
free inquiry, the churches and sects lose their authority and 
influence, and tend to dissolution and decay. Mark the vast 
change in their power and influence within the last fifty 
years ! 1 1°w sRh't, and stringent, and all-exacting and power
ful they then nere . And how hollow, ami a thing of routine 
and mere custom they have now become! The few who did 
not then belong to “ the. Church” were “ fugitives and vaga
bonds on the face of ihe earth. Rut now the majority of the 
people are “ outsiders, ami science ¡{sell is an outsider, not 
having any particular sympathies with any of the prevailing 
orthodox creeds. The Protestant principle vouchsafes the 
broadest license to this outsideism, and is continually filling 
Its ranks by fresh recruits from the pale of the churches. It 
recognizes my right to be an outsider; and instead of malign
ing, "denouncing, and persecuting me fof: being so, it but 
esteems inc the more as a true Protestant, carrying out his 
principles of free inquiry and private judgment to their final' 
conclusions. This license, by-and-by, will make us all out
siders ; not that there will be then no religious faith, but all 
will be free from ihe dominion of creeds and churches, and

each man be liis own creed, and church,.and pope, and bishop, 
and priest. “ Liberty of 'conscience, and the right of private 
judgment,” announced by Luther, is the death-knell of all 
creeds, catechisms, churches, church establishments, and .sec
tarian organizations, which has rang through the ages, and 
which is hurrying them on to their final crisis! ■

Most religionists are looking forward to a time when all the 
sects will eventually be reconciled into harmony, ami united 
upon some religions creed or doctrine, form one Universal 
Christian Church wherein all will be peace and righteousness. 
They expect somehow and at some time to realize unity and 
harmony of religions belief, and subside into a universal 
brotherhood of love. They lament the multiplication of sects 
and churches as making against Christianity, ami as contrary 
to apostolic injunction. They lament the religious dissen
sions and quarrels everywhere prevalent, as contrary to the 
spirit of Christ’s teachings. Each sect supposes that, by-and- 
by, the rest will come round to his creed, which will evangelize 
the world. Others, again, believe that they will be united be
neath the same banner, during the reign of Christ at his 
second advent; while others look forward to anew revelation 
of doctrine to unite them, supposing that their view of the 
case will, of course, be affirmed by the new light. All these, 
however, are idle hopes. They are against the fact and 
against the law. They look in the wrong direction for peace 
and harmony, which comes not to man by and through any 
unitary organization, or any unitary religious faith, for such 
must always, more or less, coerce the individual judgment. 
Creeds and religious compacts, or ecclesiastical organizations, 
bv more or less compressing the individual conscience ami 
judgment, develop inevitably internal conflict, malcontent, and 
discord, which break out into schism and party strife. They 
•violate a fundamental law of human nature in trying to reduce 
any given number of men, with diflerent organizations, pecu
liarities, idiosyncrasies, educations, associations, etc., to an 
unitary conviction, or a dead level of belief on abstract and 
speculative questions. They violate an ordinance of God in 
attempting to reduce a given number of human individualities 
to a uniform standard—in attempting, in short, to destroy In
dividuality; looking for harmony and peace by the destruction 
of men’s differences! Now, harmony and peace lie palpably 
in the opposite direction. The millennium comes tlie other 
way. What they deplore as an evidence of Antichrist, and 
the cause of so much contention and strife, is the sure harbin
ger of coming peace and quiet. The sectarian world will 
subside unto universal brotherhood only when sect, ami creed, 
and church have been completely disintegrated and destroyed 
bv die operation of the Protestant formula; when each man 
will think for himself,^investigate for himself, and act for him
self at his own cost. There will he then no cause for dissen
sion—no cause of conflict ami discard. Each man will be 
invested with his complete Individuality, and will lie left to act 
it out at his own cost, in every latitude and longitude of life. 
There will be no one, no authority or influence, to coerce him, 
or say him yea or nay ; no one to rebuke him, no one to 
sneer at him, no one to persecute him. His private judgment 
and conscience will be- sacredly respected; himself will bo 
held in esteem so far as his religious faith is concerned, ami 
his religions convictions no longer stigmatized as heretical, crim
inal, abominable, or absurd, merely because they difler from 
yours, and mine, and Mrs, Grundy’s. This will bring harmony 
and brotherhood in the religious sphere, and all is the sure 
and necessary result of the Protestant principle carried com
pletely out to its ultimate fulfillment. So long as man is in 
any way put under bonds, and his private inquiry and judgment 
thwarted or interfered with—so long as his Individuality is in 
any way suppressed—there will inevitably be protest, conflict, 
and w ar; and so soon as bis Individuality is left intact, there is 
peace and righteousness. Hence I avow myself a rebel 
against all organized authority, all influence and constraint over 
the Individual conscience. I avow myself a schismatic, a 
disorganize!', a heretic, a Protestant-. I declare my independ
ence of all creeds, churches, establishments, preachers, and 
priests, cardinals, and deacons; and I demand of every one to 
do me true Protestant justice, in tolerating and respecting my 
private inquiry and judgment, as set forth in this lecture, and 
elsewhere in my writings and speakings, awarding to you, of 
course, the Protestant right of freely inquiring into their valid
ity, and accepting or rejecting them as to you seems m eet; 
and I hereby declare all sneers and sarcasms, denunciation and 
abuse, by which they may be met, to be Papistic and per
secuting !

In all the conflicts now going on in the world, civil, religious, 
and ecclesiastical, whether fought with swords or tongues or 
pens, whether between nations, sects, or confederates, I see 
everywhere really but two parties—namely, those who tight 
for Freedom and those who espouse the cause of Slavery.

ROVE It HESS*
■ A young Lady, educated for, and with seven years’ practice iu, tier Profession, wishes 
to engage as Governess or Teacher. She instructs in the Knglish, French, and Latin, 
Mathematics, and Rudiments of Music. References unexceptionable. Address, Gov
erness, Itox 233, Bridgeport Connecticut. t43 If.

BEHOLD! THE SMK ARE HEALED.
MRS. 8. B. JOHNSON, ot Bangor, Me., Psychical Physician and Medium, would re

spectfully offer her services—assisted by her husband—to tho diseased, particularly 
those with ¿t/'UYjvHi afflictions, ami such diseases generally as have baffled the skill 
of the “ faculty.”

Examinations of persons at a distance will he promptly attended to on the receipt of 
$5 00, and a lock of hair, or other relic, with name and the residence of tho patient. 
Rooms at 831 Race Street, below Tenth. Address, S. B. JOHNSON, Rox 4?4, Phila
delphia, Ta. ~ ______________________ 3ms.

OPTI CAL IX S T R U M E XT.S•
H. SHLARIUUM, Tracheal Optician and Manufacturer of Mathematical and philo

sophical Instruments,small Machines, and Inventor’s Patterns, etc., 290 Broadway, cor
ner of Reade Street, first floor, Room No. 6.

The subscriber respectfully solicits your kind patronage, and ofTers you his most 
faithful services. By practical and scientific education received in Europe, and by his 
principles as a true Spiritualist, ho believes himself to be entitled to your confidence.

All kinds of Spectacle*, Eye Glasses, Telescopes, Opera Glasses, Microscopes, 
and Drawing Instruments on hand. Repairs promptly made; all work warranted to 
be as represented. ____  H. SHLARBAUM.

A €A1U ). .
Professor J. W. Marks and lady (late Mrs. B. 0. BushncH), havo loft tho city for 

their resilience hi Wyoming Co., to spend the winter. Persons desiring examinations 
and prescriptions through Clairvoyance, will receive prompt attention, by addressing 
them, post paid, at Yorkshire, New York. IV  3m,

BROTHER JOXATDAX’ S COTTAGE.
A FRIEND TO TIIE  FALLEN.

BY HENRY II. TATOR.
Tho following are a few of the favorable notices of tilts remarkablo work:
Thu writer’s heart is deeply engaged “ in the great cattso which ho advocates.”—

Boston Traveler.
It enlists our sympathies at the outset, and enchains] them to the close, as if by 

magic spell—now melting its into tears, mid anon cheering our hearts with its playful 
sallies, its delightful images:—Philadelphia Daily AVtrs.

The author has described the evils of intemperance with a masterly hand.—Wife 
York Dispatch, •

It is such books ns this that make humanity wiser and better.—Xao York Day Book.
The story Is natural and pathetic, while the characters aro possessed of great force 

and individuality.—Philadelphia Argus.
FRANCIS HART, Publisher, 63 Courtlandt St., New York. 143 3t,

SPIRITUAL BOOK DEPOT,
2T6 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. All tho works on Spiritualism cau he obtained 
above. Address, W. M. LAN1NO. Mrs. French's Invaluable Medicines for sale.

FOR
AN ELEGANT GIFT BOOK

SFIRITUALISTS AND FRIENDS OF TRUTH
Will be published on or about the 10th of December.
, T H E  LI LY W R E A T H

OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNICATIONS,
Received chiefly through the nicdiumship of 

MRS. J. S. ADAMS.
BY A. B. CHILD, M.D.

Those who have read tho manuscripts of this work, pronounce it unsurpassed in pu 
rity mid elegance of diction, in beauty and simplicity of style, mid in its correct and 
attractive presentation of truth.

T h e  L i l y  'W r e a t h  w i l l  b o  p r i n t e d  i n  a  s u p e r i o r  m a n n e r ,  e q u a l  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  f i n e s t  

a n n u a l s ,  b o u n d  i n  r i c h  a n d  d n r a b l o  b i n d i n g ,  a n d  i n  e v e r y  w a y  m a d e  i n  t y p o g r a p h i c a l  

a n d  m e c h a n i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  i n t r i n s i c  v a l u e  o f  i t s  c o n t e n t s .

Dealers amt others can address PARTRIDGE .t BR1TTAN, New York. If.

“ A PEEP I.Yi’O SACKED TRAD1TIOX.»
BY REV. ORPIN ABBOTT,

Is n pamphlet of which the Spirits have said, “ This work shall enlighten the world 
and a le a rn e d  ltoetor of Divinity said, “ It is an ingenious and able work in a b 
cause.” To obtain it, inclose tweiity-fivo cents in a letter post-paid (the silver will not 
increase the postage) to Orrin Abla>11, Butfalo, N. Y., and he engages to semi you the 
work post-paid. _____________

TIIU XUTRI TI VE €11 RE.
LARDY SUNDERLAND would invite the attention of Invalids, an* nil */«.’*• r / “ rfn- 

siny,” to his New and successful Method of Healing by NUT/HTIOX tcilhoiil drugs 
The <le.-ire for Opium, Tobacco, and Intoxication destroyed, llm Sighl restored, mid 
every Form of Disease, especially of tho Stomach, Liver, Bowels, “ impurities of the 
Blood,” and “ Nervous (.’ompiaints,” radically CURED by Nutrition without a particle 
of medicine!

{35'“ Pamphlets of In formation as to this Process of Treatment, Post-free, for one 
dimo, prepaid. Address, T iib Nutritive Cure, Boston, Mas«. 131 8ms.

MRS. JIKTTLER’S RESTORATIVE SYIUP,
Not a universal panacea, but a remedy for the impure state of the blood, a cor 

rector of the secretive organ», and Jtiliou» difficulties generally, Sick mid Norvou 
Headache, and alt those difficulties connected with a deranged circulation, had state 
o( the Liver, Coughs, and Irritationof the Mucous Membrane so often sympathetically 
induced. See full directions on the Bottles. Also, for sate,

MR?. METTLER’S invaluable remedy for Dysentery and Rowel Complaints, so com 
nton during Ihe Summer months. This important remedy will provo almost, if not em 
tirely successful, if the directions are fully and carefully carried out. No family slinnl 
be without it. See lull direction* on cacti Route. Also

MRS. METTLER’S ELIXIR, ’
So celebrated for severe Bilious Colic, Rains and Cramps of the Stomach and Bowe 
Bilious Derangement, Rheumatism, Neuralgic Pains, Internal Injuries, etc.

A. ROSE, Agent, Hartford, Connecticut.
PARTRIDGE AND BRITPAN, Agents for Now York.

J ames McClkster, Proprietor.
Agents for t!ic Sale of Mrs. R enter’s Remedies.

A. Rose, Hartford, Conn.; S. B. Bulkcley, Norwich, Conn.: John A. Weed, Norwalk 
Conn.; Sands Seeley, Stamford,’Conn. : Rodney Moore, Winsted, Conn.; Ch.as. Dyer 
Middletown, Conn. ; J. R. Clark. Meriden, Conn.; Partridge ,b Brittau, New York
-------  Barbour, liinghampton, N. Y .; Erasmus Stowe. Oneida, Mad eon Co., N. Y
Chits. R. Beimel, Glens Falls, N. A'.; K. Waters, Troy. Nt Y .; ------- Uplmin, Pongh
kcepsie, N* Y.; Henry Sherburne, Espcrauee, N. V.; Mrs. G. N. H. Browne, 33
Broome Slreel, New York: -------  Harrison, Springfield, Mass.: H. F. Gardner,
Boston, Muss.; Federliern .b Co., 9 and 13 Court Street, Boston, Mass.; William B 
Dyer, Bridgeport. Conn.

S P E C I A L  N O T I C E S .

DR. T. DEXTER,
89 E A S T  T H IR T Y .F IR S T  S T R E E T  

Between Lexington and Third Avenue*,
N EW  Y O RK .

Tho meetings of the Harmonlal Association of Philadelphia aro hold ovory Sunday a 
the Sansom Street Hall, commencing at half-past 10 a.m., and half-past 7 p .m.

J . « .  ATAFOOD,  HEALIXf l  MEDIUM,
Would respectfully answer tho inquiries by letter, of many from various parts of tho 
Union and the Canadas, that ho has arranged his business so as to enable him to devote 
Ins entire time to the examination and treatment of diseases, and for tho better accent 
modation of persons front abroad, has taken rooras-in a large privato boarding-house. 
He gives no medicine in any ease whatever—relies wholly upon Nature’s remedy. His 
practice is similar 1o that which was prevalent in Ihe days of “ miracles.” Tho whole is 
guided by a familiar, though invisible, intelligence.

Lockpof.t, N. Y., A’or., 1S51. tf.

S E E  H E R E !
REDFORD HARHOXIAL INSTITUTE.

We are happy to ho able to say to our numerous friend's and patrons, that our Man
ual Labor System is so far perfected, that during the Spring Term (which will com
mence on the 19th day of March next, and continuo 14 weeks) we can furnish gentle
men with labor to defray all of their expenses, except Tuition.

Tuition is only two shillings per week. Tlte labor will bo mostly on the farm or in 
the garden. We can also accommodate a number of ladies with labor. For a seat at 
our common table we charge twelve shillings per week. Some prefer to board by the 
meal. Individuals can be accommodated in this way, and can vary the expense of 
boarding from six to twenty-four shillings per week. This enables students to live on 
just such diet as they desire.

Our Fall Term will commence on tlte first Monday in August We can then furnish 
both ladies and gentlemen with labor to defray all of their expenses, except Tuition.

The institution is in a very flourishing condition. Its situation is very healthy, not a 
case of severe sickness having occurred since its commencement Tho soil of tho do
main is one of the finest in the world, it being a sandy loam. Thoso who desire to at
tend the Spring Term will do well to apply soon. H. CORNELL, Proprietor,

l’ost-Offlce, Battle Creek, Michigan.
Bedford, Micil, ./an, C.1S51. 143 41.

DISEASES OF THE EYES AXD BL1XDXESS
Treated by Dr. Rmnp.to, Oculist from Taris, 334 Fourth Street, near Broadway,^New 
A ork. Oftlee hours from 2 r.u. to 6 v m . Dr. R<kii*iq does not follow tho old and 
cruel routine of bleeding, leeching, blistering, cupping, dieting, etc. His method of 
treatment is entirely new, and perfictly safe, excluding, In moat Instances, tlte ne
cessity of surgical operations, which were formerly considered as indispensable. His 
remedies are inoffensive and liarmlei, nevertheless, possessed of such efficacy, as to 
render his success hr treating diseases of the eyd almost certain.

OUR LIST OF BOOKS
Embvace3 nil flic principal works do voted to S piritualism, whether 
published b y  ourselves or others, nnd will comprehend nil works ol 
value that miry be issued hereafter. The render’s nttention is particu 
Inrly invited to tlioSc named below, nil of which may be found nt the 
Oflioe of T iik S piritual T elkokai-ii nnd S acred Circle. The render 
will perceive Hint the price of each book iu the list, nnd the amount oi 
postage, if forwarded by mail, are annexed.

Postage on Books, i f  p r e p a id , is one cent per ounce ;.tw o cents per 
ounce if paid at the office of delivery. Persons ordering Books should 
therefore send sufficient money to cover the price nnd postage.
The Telegraph Papors,

Four Volumes, 12mo,, over 2,000 pages, with compteto index to each' Volume, 
printe d on good paper and handsomely bound. These hooks contain all the more 
important articles from the weekly Spiritual T elegraph , and embrace nearly all 
the important Spiritual facts which have been made public during tho year end 
ing May, 1854. The price of these books is 75 cents per volume. The subscribers 
to the T elegraph will be furnished with tho set for $2. Postage, 20 cents per 
volume, SO cents the set.

The Shekinah, Vol, I.
By S. il. Britton, Editor, and other writers, is devoted chiefly to an Inquiry info 
the Spiritual Nature and Relations of Man. It treats especially of the Philosophy 
of Vital, Mental, nnd Spiritual Phenomena, and contains interesting Facts and 
profound Expositions of the Psychical Conditions nnd Manifestations now attract 
Ing attention in Europe and America. This volume contains, in part, the Editor’s 
Philosophy of tho Soul; tho Interesting Visions of Hon. J. W. Edmonds; Lives 
and Portraits of Seers ami Eminent Spiritualists ;  F a c s im ile s  of Mystical Writ
ings, in Foreign nnd Dead Languages, through E. P. Fowler, cte. Published by- 
Partridge and Brittnn. Bound in muslin, price $2 Cfl; elegantly bound in moroc
co, lettered and gilt in a style suitable for a gift book, prico $3 00; postage 31 
cents.

Shokinah, Vols. II. and m l
Edited by 8. B. Brittnn. Plain bound in muslin, SI 75 each; extra bound in 
morocco, handsomely gilt, $2 05 each; postage, 24 cents each.

Natare’s Divine Revelations, etc!
By A. J. Davis, the Clairvoyant. Price, S2 00; postage, 43 cents.

The Great Harmonia, Vol. I.
The Physician. By A. J. Davis. Price, $1 25; “postage, 20 cents.

The Great Harmonia, Vol. II.
Tho Teacher. By A. J. Davis. Price, -St 00; postage, 19 cents.

The Great Harmonia, Vol. HI.
The Seer. By A. J. Davis. Price, $1 00; postage, 19 cents.

Tho Philosophy of Spiritnal Intercourse.
By A. J. DavIE Price, 50 cents; postage, 9 cents.

The Philosophy of Special Providonce.
A Vision. By A. J. Davis. Price, 15 cents; postage, 3 cents.

The Celestial Telegraph.
Or, secrets of the Life to Come, revealed through Magnetism; wherein the Exist
ence, the Form, and tho Occupation of tho Soul alter its Separation from the Body 
are proved by many years’ Experiments, by the means or eight ecstatic Somnam
bulists, who had Eighty perceptions of Thirty-six Deceased Persons of various 
Existence in’tbe Spiritual World. By L. A. Cahanet. Published by Partridge A  
Brittan. Price, SI 00; postage, 19 cents.

Familiar Spirits.
And Spiritual Manifestations; being a Scries of Articles by Dr. Enoch Pond, Pro
fessor in the Bangor Theological Seminary. With a Reply, by A. Bingham, Esq. 
of Boston. Price 25 cents; postage, 3 cents.

New Testament Miracles and Modern Miracles.
The comparative amount of evidence for each; tho nature of both; testimony of a 
hundred witnesses. An essay read before the Divinity .School, Cambridge. By 
J. II. Fowler. Price SO cents; postage, 5 cents.

The Macrocosm and Microcosm;
Or, the Universe Without and the Universe Within. By William Flshbougb. This 
volume comprehends only the first part, or the Universe Without. Paper, bound, 
price, 50 cents ; muslin, 75 cents; postage, 12 cents. ,

Philosophy of Mysterious Agents,
.Human and Mundane; or, The Dynamic Laws and Relations of Man. By E. C 
Rogers. Bound; price, $1 00; postage, 24 cents.'

The Science of the Soul.
By Haddock. Price, 25 cents; postage, 5 cents.

Sorcery and Magic.
By Wright. Price, St 25; postage, 19 cents.

The Clairvoyant Family Physician.
By Mrs. Tuttle. Paper, price 75 cents; muslin, 81 00; postage, 10 cents.

Answers to Seventeen Objections
Against Spiritual Intercourse. By John S. Adams. Published by Partridge Si 
Brittan. Paper, price 25 cents; muslin, 33 cents; postage, 7 cents.

The Approaching Crisis.
Being a Review of Dr. Rnshncll’s recent Lectures on Supernaturalism. By A. J- 
Davis. Published by Partridge & Brittan. Price, 50 cents; postage, 13 cents. 

Spirit-Minstrel.
A collection of Ninety familiar Tunes r.nd Hymns, appropriate to Meetings for 
Spiritual Intercourse. Paper, 25 cents; muslin, 38 cents; postage, 6 cents.

Spirit-Voicos-Odcs.
Dictated by Spirits, for the use of Circles. By E. C. llcnck, Medium. Price, 
muslin, 38 cents; postage C cents.

Philosophy of the Spirit-World.
Rev. Chniles Hammond, Medium. Published by Partridge &■ Brittan. Price, 
63 cents; postage, 12 cents.

Beecher’s Report on tho Spiritual Manifestations,
To the Congregational Association of New York and Brooklyn. Price, paper 25 
cents; muslin, 38 cents; postage, 3 and 6 cents.

The Presont Age and tho Innor Lifo,
Being a sequel to Spiritual Intercourse. By A. J. Davis. This Is an elegant book 

* of near 300 pages octavo, illustrated; just published by Partridgo Sc Brittnn, 
Price, Si 00; postnge, 23 cents.

Reply to a Discourse
Of Rev. S. W. Lind, D. I)., rresuient Western Baptist Theological Institute, Cov- 
ington, Kentucky, by P. E. Bland, A. M., St. Louis. Prico, 15 cents; postage, 2 
cents.

Tho Harmonial M an;
Or, Thoughts for tho Age. By Andrew Jackson Davis. Price, 30 cents; postage 
C cents.

The Ministry of Angels Realized.
By A. K. Newton, Boston. Price, 12 cents; postage, 1 cent

Reviow of Beecher’s Report.
Review of Rev. Charles Beecher’s opinion of the Spirit Manifestations, by John 
S. Ada'ins. Price, 6 cents ; postage, 1 cent.

Amaranth Blooms.
A Collection of embodied Poetical Thoughts, by Mrs. S. S. Smith. Price, 62 
cents ; postnge, 8 cents.

Biography of Mrs. Semantha Mettler,
And an account of tho Wonderful Cures performed by her. By Francis II. 
Green. Harmonial Association, Publishers. Price, paper, 25 cents; muilin, 38 
cents; postnge, 6 cents.

The Spiritnal Telegraph,
Volume I., a few copies complete, bound in a substantial manner—contains tlie 
fullest record of the facts, etc., of the Spiritual movement that has been published, 
Partridgo and Brittan. Price $3.

A Chart,
Exhibiting an Outline of the Progressive History and Approaching Destiny ot 
the Race. Bound, or on rollers. RyA. J. Davis. Partridge nnd Brittan, Publish 
ers. Price Si 75.

Discourses from the Spirit-World,
Dictated by Stephen Olin, through Rev. R. P. Wilson, writing medium. To do 

' good is tho golden rule of the universe. New York: Partridge nnd Brittan. This 
is an interesting volumo of some 200 pages, just published. Price 63 cents. 
Postnge, 10 cents.

Spirit-Works Real, but not Miraculous.
A Lecture, rend nt tho City Hall, in Roxhury, Mass., by Allan Tutnaro. Price, 25 
cents; postage, 3 cents.

Briltan’s Review of Beecher’s Report,
Wherein the conclusions of the Intter are carefully examined and tested by 
comparison with bi s premises, with reason, ami with tlie facts. Price, 25 cents 
paper bound, and 38 cents in muslin; postnge 3 and 6 cents.

Brittnn and Richmond’s Discussion,
400 pages octavo. This work contains twenty-four letters from each of the par
ties above named, embodying a grent number of facta and arguments, pro nnd 
eon, designed to illustrate tlie Spiritual phenomena of all ages, but especially the 
modern Manifestations. To insure a wide circulation, the work is offered at the 
low price of 81. Postage, 23 cents. Published by Partridge nnd Brittan.

Spirit-Intorcourso;
Containing incidents of Personal Experience while investigating the new phe
nomena of Spirit-!bought and netion; with various Spirit conjmnnicntions through 
himself as medium. By Herman Snow, late Unitarian minister at Montague, 
Massachusetts. Price, 69 cents; postage, 10 cents. .

Spiritualism.
By Judge Edmonds and Dr. G. T. Dexter, with an Appendix hy Hon. N. P. Tall- 
madge, and others. Price Si 25; postage, 39 cents.

A Compendium of the Theological]nnd Spiritual ¡Writings of Emannel 
Swedenborg;
Beipg a Systematic nnd Orderly Epitome of nil bis Religious Works ; selected 
from more than Thirty Volumes, and embracing all his Fundamental Principles, 
with Copious Illustrations and Teachings. With an appropriate Introduction. 
Prefaced by a full Life of tho Author; with ft brief View of nil his Works on 
Science, Philosophy, and Theology. Pnrtridgo nnd Britton, General Agents. 
Price, S2. Postage, 45 cents.

Proooodings of tho Hartford Biblo Convention,
Reported phonogrnphically by Andrew J. Graham. Published for tlie Committee 
383 pages, 12mo. Price, 75 cents; postage, 1' cents SA -

The Conflict of Ages ;
Or the Great Debate on tho Moral Relations of God and Man ; by Edward Beecher, 
1).D. Price, i?l 25; postage, 23 cents.

A Treatise on tho Peculiarities of the Bible.
Being nn Exposition of the Principles involved in some of tho most remarkablo 
Facts and Phenomena recorded in Revelation ; by Rev. E. D. Rendnll. Price, 75 
cents; postnge, 17 cents.

Emanuel Swedenborg, '
As a man of Science, Civilian, Seer, and Theologian. Price, 30 cents; postage 
8 cents.

Angelic Wisdom;
Concerning Divine I.ovo and Wisdom; hy Emanuel Swedenborg. Price, 12J 
cents; postage, 4 cents.

Religion of Manhood; or, the Age of Thought,
liy Dr. J. 11. Robinson. Price, 75 cents; postage, 12 cents.

Philosophy of Creation.
Unfolding tin» laws of tlie Progressive Development of Nature By Thoma* 
Paine, through Horace G. Wood, medium. Price, 38 cents; postage, 6 cents. 

Epic of tho Starry Heaven,
Spoken hy Thomas L. Harris in 26 hours and 16 minutes, while in the tr.wice 
state; 210 pages, 12ino.,4,000 lines. Price, plain bound, 75 cents; gilt muslin 
81; morocco, Si 25. Postage, 12 cents.

Astounding Facts from the Spirit-World.
Witnessed at tho house of J. A. Grid Icy, Southampton, Mass. Illustrated with a 
colored diagram. Prico 63 cents; postage 9 cents.

A Synopsis of Spiritnal Manifestations.
Through Joint 8. Williams, medium. Prico 5 cents; postage, t  cent. 

Correspondence between the Believers in the.H araonial Philosophy in St, 
Louis and Rev. Dr. N. L. Rice,
Price 12 cents; postage, 8 cents.

A Letter to the]Chcstnnt Street Congregational Chnroh, Chelsea, Mass.,
In reply to its charges of having become a reproach to the causo of truth, in con- 
sequenco of a change of religions belief. ,By John S. Adams. Prico 15 cents 
postage, 4 cents.

Rivulet from the Ocean of Truth.
An interesting narrative of advancement of a Spirit from darkness to light, proving 
the influence of man on earth over the departed. By John S. Adams. Price 25 
cents; postage, 5 cents.

Voices from Spirit-Land.
Through Nathan Francis White, Medium. Partridge & Brittan. Frice 75¡cents 
Postage 18 cents.

Arnold, and other Poems.
By J. R. Orton. Partridgo Sc Brittan. Prico 60 cents. Postage 9 cents.

The Tables Turned.
A brief Review of Rev. C. M. Butler, D.D., by S. B. Brittan. “ Ho that Is first in 
his own causosccmeth Just; but.his neighbor coinctli and searcheth him.” This 
¡3 a brief refutation of the principal objections urged by the clergy against Spirit
ualism, nnd is, therefore, a good thing for general circulation. Price, single copies,
25 cents. Postage, 3 cents. If purchased for gratuitous distribution, tho price will 
be at tbc rate of $12 per 100, if 25 or more copies bo ordered.

A Review of Dr. J. B. Dods’ Involuntary Theory of the Spiritual Manifes
tations.
By W. S. Courtney. This Is a most triumphant refutation of tho only material 
theory of the modem phenomena that deserves a rcspeclfnl notice. Price 25 cents. 
Postage, 8 cents.

Comte’s Positive Philosophy.
Translated by Harriet Martincao. A new and elegant edition in one volume 
Price $2 50. Calvin Blanchard, S2 Nassau Street, New York, has just published 
this work in one splendid octavo of 63S pages, large type, elegant paper, and neatly 
bound in cloth. Reprinted verbatim from the London Edition, For sale at this 
Office. ; . —  ^

Epitome of Spirit Intercourse.
Being a condensed view of Spiritualism in its Scriptural, historical, actual, and 
scientific aspects, by Alfred Cridge. Price, 3S cents; postage, 6 cents.

Lectures on Spiritnal Science.
By R. P. \\  ilson. Price, muslin bound, 50 cents; paper, 3S cents; poslagi, 7 and 
4 cents.

Lyric of the Morning Land.
A beautiful poem of 5,000 lines (253 pages, 12mo), dictated in thirty hours, printed 
on the flncsl paper and elegantly bound. Price, plain muslin, 75 cents; mnslin
gift, $1; morocco gM, $1 25.

Buchanan’s Anthropology.
Being outlines of Lectures on the Neurological system of Anthropology, as dis
covered, demonstrated, and taught. By Joseph r ! Buchanan, M.D., in four parts. 
Trice, $2; postage, 23 cents.

The Lily W reath
Of Spiritual Communications, received chiefly through the mediumsbip of -Mrs. J  
S. Adams. By A. B. Child, M.D. ' Price 75 cents, $1, and $1 SO, according to the 
style of the binding. Postage, 15 cents.

PiRTRIIME k BRITT AX, Publishers,
R W M A ir M A v iy ,  X « v Y « rk s

OUR FO REIG N AG ENTS.
ENGLAND.

London.—H. Ba h u Ar*, 219 Regent Street.
Low, Son A Co., 47 Ludgate Hill. ■
J ohn Chapman, Strand.

FRANCE.
Paws.—J, B. Batt.t.ierk, 19 Rue nnntcftielte.

SPAIN.
MAnr.iD.-Cn. Bailly-Bailli£re, 11 Calle del Principe.

GENERAL AGENTS FOR T H E  U N IT E D  ST A T E S.
The following are general Agents for thn Sacred Cirot.h and Spip.itha» Tf.l« 

graph, and will supply all the books in our list at publishers’ price*:
Bki,a MARfin, No. 15 Franklin Street, Boston, Mass.
D. M Dewey, Rochester, N. Y. .
8. F. Hoyt, No. 8 First Street, Troy, N. Y.
James MoDoNOBon, Utica, N. Y 
F. Bly, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Benjamin Pf.rcival, No. 89 South Sixth Street, Philadelphia, a few doors north ol 

Spruco Street whoro.all Books, Periodicals, and Newspapers on Spiritualism may he 
obtained.

Russell Sc Brother, No. 15 Fifth Street, near Market, Pittsbnrg, Pa.
Gilbert A  Still, Booksellers, Commercial Street, San Francisco, Cal.
Feuerhern A Co., 9 nnd 13 Court Street, Boston.
A. W. Nonry, Walt Street, Bridgeport, Conn.
John H. Allen, Auburn, N. Y.
H. Taylor, Sun Iron Building, 111 Baltimore Street, Baltimore, Md.
E. V. Wilson, Toronto, C. W.
Traveling Aqp.nt, Isaac T. Pease, of Thompsonvillo, Conn.

Other Agents and book dealers will be supplied promptly. The cash sho 
accompany the order.

SUXDAY H E E T I X U S .
Tho Spiritualists of New York and vicinity have rented Dodworth’s Acapemv &r 

the ensuing year, and now hold regular Sunday Meetings at half-past 10 o’clock a.m.. 
also nt 8 and 8 p.m. The morning and evening aro devotod to public lectures by 
speakers Invited by tho committee, and the afternoon to a generat Conference, when th j 
platform is free to alt orderly persons who may bo disposed to address the people."

IS P  Dodworth’s Academy is the next buitdlngabove Grace Church, No. S06 Broad 
way, east side, corner of Eleventh Street

l Y Y A L I D ’ S I I OHE .
Situated in a pleasant, retired spot on Franklin Street, Woburn’Cenlrc, Mass., a short 

distance from tho depot, and conducted by Charles Ramsdell, Clairvoyant, Writing, 
and Psychometric Medium. • •

Board and attendance from threo to seven dollars per week.
Patients examined every day, by Spirits operating on tho Medium in tho trance 

stato, or by writing. Diseases examined and prescriptions given, cither present or by. 
letter. The name of tho Individual and place of residence is all that is required ; also 
Psychomctrical Reading of Character, by letter or present, the hand-writing of the per
son wishing to he examined being given. Prico for each $1.

Medicines, prepared by Spirit-directions, fr*m pnro vegetable substances, which act 
in harmony with nature’s laws, kept constantly on hand.

C. Ramsdell will attend to calls to sit in Circles or Lecture in the trance slatc'on Sun
days, on reasonable terms. CHARLES RAMSD ELL

Wonup.N Centeb, Mass., July 12,*1S54.

WONDERF UL DI SCOVERY.
T H E  N E R V E - S O O T H I N G  V I T A L  F L U I D S ,

A NKW ME DI C I NE  PURELY VE GE T AB L E .
Prepared entirely by Spirit-direction, through 

MRS. E. J. FRENCH, MEDIUM, PITTSBURG, PA.
These Fluids aro divided into classes adapted to Ihe diseases specified under each nnm - 

ber, and are separately or in combination a safe and certain cure for all tho diseases 
named under tlie respective heads, many of which have for ages baffled the skill of the 
learned, among which arc S t Vitus' Dance, Tic Dolorcux, Neuralgia, Rheumatism in 
all its varied forms, Locked Jaw, Epilepsy or Falling Sickness, Palsy, Nervous and 
Sick Headncho, Dyspepsia, Diseases of the Kidneys and Liver, Diarrhea, Irregulari
ties of the Female System, Tetter, and alt Cutaneous Diseases, Chills and Fever, 
Cramp, Colic, Cholera-morbus, Cholera, Quinsy, Influenza, and all Acute Tains and 
Nervous Diseases. These Fluids have not fniled to give relief in any of ihe nbore 
cases where they havo been fairly tested, and we have now a number of living wit
nesses to whom we can refer.

Also tho Lung and Cougli Syrup, a safe and invaluable remedy for Croup, Coughs, 
Colds, Sore Throats, and Bronchial Affections—a sure euro for Bleeding of tho 
Lungs and Consumption in its first stages.

Feeling it my duty to make known to the afflicted these invntuable remedies, not 
only In obedience to tho positive commands of my Spirit-guides, hut from a thorough 
conviction that they are ai! that is claimed for them, and from a desire to relieve the 
sufferings of afflicted humanity, 1 propose to place them in the hands of all at the 
most reasonable rates, and shall, as fnr as I have the ability to do so, cheerfully sup
ply it without charge to all who may not have the means to pay for it. For further 
particulars address, T. Culbertson, Agent) Pittsburg, Pa.

Genernl Agents: Partridge & Brittan, 300 Broadway, New York; Federhem & Co., 
9 and 13 Court Street, IJoston; IV. II. Laning, 276 Baltimore Street, Baltimore; 
Henry Stngg, 43 Main Street, SL Louis. . Also sold by Dr. Gardner, Boston ; Dr. 
Ilenk, 160 Arch Street, Philadelphia; Dr. Groves. Mllvenukio,Wi».; H. O. B*b«r. 
Fond du Lac, W is.; F. Bly, Cincinnati, and others. Price #1 per bottle, or 6 bottles 
for $5.

Mrs. French will continue to make Clairvoyant examinations. Examination and 
prescription when the parties nro present, $5 00; If absent, $10 00.

GASH MUSIC STORE
OF

HORACE WATERS,  XO. 333 BROADWAY, XEW YORK.
OPPOSITION TO .MONOPOLY. MUSIC AT GREATLY REDUCED RATES.

Notwithstanding the combination of music dealers to keep up the prices of non
copyright music, ngainst the interests of native composers, and their refusal to 
extend to Mr. Waters the courtesies of the trade, iio is making immense sales—having 
abundant c.idence that he has public countenance nnd support in his opposition to 
the Great Monopoly, nnd in his efforts to aid Nativo Talent, amt to adopt tlie 
National Currency. His stock of Amcricnn and European music is immense, and 
the entaloguo of his own publications is one of the largest and best selected in the 
United States. He hns also made a great reduction in the prices of Pianos, 
Melodcons, and Musical Instruments of all kinds. Puperior toned 6) octave pianos 
for $175, $209, and $025, interior of ns good quality, nnd instruments ns strong and as 
durable ns those which cost $500. PiAnos of every variety of style and price up to 
$1,000, comprising those of ten diflerent manufactories: among them the celebrated 
modern improved Horace Waters’ Pianos, and the first premium ASoJian Pianos of
T. Gilbert & Co’s make (owners of the .Lolinn patent). Second-hand Pianos at 
great bargains. Trices from $10 to $150. Melodcons from five different manufac
tories, including the well-known 8. D. & II. IV. Smith’s Melodcons (tuned the equal 
temperament), the best make in the United States. Prices from $45 to $150. Smith’* 
Double Bank, $200. Each l'iano and Mclodcon guaranteed. The best terms to the 
trade, schools, etc.: 12j percent, discount to clergymen and churches. All orders 
promptly attended to. Music sent to all parts of the country, post-paid, at tlie 
reduced rates. General and select catalogues and schedule of prices of Pianos for
warded to any address free of charge.

T E S T IM O N IA L  OF T H E  HORACE W A T K n S ’ P IA N O S .

The editor of tlie Savannah Bepublican, Savannah, Ga., speaking of the Piano 
Fortes kept by Messrs. J. W. Morrell & Co. of that city, says :

“ H will be seen that their stock comprises instruments of every grade of excel
lence, from tlie w.ll-known manufacturing establishments of Chiekering & Son 
Horace Waters, IF- Worcester, Nunns & Clark, and Bacon A  ltavcn. It might well 
be supposed, that in so largo a collection there would be some very fine instruments. 
But there is one which, for beauty of finish nnd richness and brilliancy of tone, 
equals, if it does not excel, any thing of the kind wC have ever aeon. It is from the 
establishment of Horace Waters. Being constructed of the. best and most thoroughly 
seasoned material, and upon improved principles, it is capable of resisting the action 
of every climate, and of standing a long time in tunc. The keys arc of pearl, and the 
recess for tho finger-board is inlaid with mosaic, while tho legs are most elaborately 
carved, and the whole instrument finished up in a style of great excellence and 
beauty. And yet its chief merit lies in the power, brilliancy, and richness ol iu  
tone, and tho elasticity of its touch."

Wo consider them worthy of special attention, from the resonant and exceedingly 
musical tone which Mr. Waters has succeeded in attaining.—New York Musical World 
and Times.

Horace Waters’ Piano Fortes are of full, rich, and even tone, and powerful.—AVio 
York Musical Review. j

' Nf.w York, December 12, J854.
IlonACK Waters, Esq., 333 Broadway:

Dear Sir—Having examined your Piano Fortes from scientific and appropriate 
tests, I am enabled to form a satisfactory judgment of their merits, and it is with 
pleasure that 1 can speak of them rs among the most celebrated nnd injprovcd makes 
of the day.

For power, brilliancy, and richness of tone, elasticity of touch, and beauty of finish 
they will not suffer in comparison with those of any other manufacturer, and those 
desirous of obtaining a really good Piano Forte—one that will prove an equivalent 
for their means, will firid such a one in your beautiful instruments.

THOMAS baker,
R.A.M., Leader of Jullicn’s Band and.arranger of JuHicn’s popular Repertoire of 

dance music: formerly manager of the publishing department of the great music 
house of Jullicn Sc Chappcls, London, and now Musical Director and Conductor 
at Niblo’s Gardon. '
For power, brilliancy, and richness of tone, elasticity of touch, elegance and dura

bility of make, they aro in advance of any other pianos in the United .States, being 
the result'of long experience and a series of experiments.—New York Dispatch.

The treble is clear, pure, beautiful, nnd very melodious; the bass is deep, rolling, 
and sonorous; tbc middle part is rich and sympathetic, and possesses the power of
singing, i. e., of urtiting tho sound of each tpnc in a degree but rarely achieved._
Henry C. Wat son.

Your instruments aro a sensible improvement upon American pianos, and an honor 
to the skillful manufacturer. There is no doubt but they will be appreciated by the 
public, and all admirers of true merit — Oscar Comtttant.

For power of tone, depth of ba.s, and briliiancy of treble, together with accuracy 
of touch, they are equal to any make 1 am acqnnintcd with, and r  cordially rccom- 
mend them to those wishing to purchase.— V. Q. Taylor.

They aro fully equal to any of the kind I have wen in the United States, and far 
superior to those of a similar make I aaw in England.—Geo. W. Morgan.

I take great pleasure in pronouncing them instrun^nts of n superior quality both 
in tone and touch.—August Gorirri. * ’

Our friends will find at Mr. Waters’ store the very best as.ortment of music and 
of pianos to be found in the United State., and we urge our Southern and Western 
friend, to give him n call when they go to New York .-Graham’s Magatipe.'

N E W  Y O R K  S T E R E O T Y P E  A S S O C I A T I O N  P R I N T .  
•01 WILLIAM ITKZBT (oorB«r Frnak(6rt) . }
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