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THEORY OF PNEUMATOLOGY.

There seems always to have been, until recently, a universal 
proclivity among mankind to believe in the preternatural and su- 
persensuous. Phenomena with such characteristics abound in 
history, and are gravely stated as matters of fact; and they 
constitute no inconsiderable staple in the ideal literature of all 
nations. The ancients and the moderns, the barbarous and 
the refined, have all yielded a practical credence, in some form, 
to the actuality of spiritual proximity and intercourse. The 
Greeks had their Gods and oracles, their demons, spirits, 
and seers. So had the Romans. Long before them, the H e
brews were visited by angels, and the Almighty addressed 
their priests in audible tones. The Hindoos, Persians, Assyr
ians, and Egyptians believed that their Gods, who were the 
deified spirits of their renowned warriors and sages, inhabited 
the statues and images made to represent them ; and that 
they rendered their votaries material aid in the prosecution of 
wars and public enterprises. All the tribes of the earth, from 
the remotest times, have been surrounded by shadows and 
apparitions— dim revelations of a world but partially concealed 
—and have incorporated their vagaries into their religious and 
social habits and institutions. Witchcraft, necromancy, as
trology, arts of divination, have found ample grounds for foot
hold and thrift among almost every people. The Scotch,
English, Irish, and Germans have all had their wizards 
and witches, their fairies and familiar spirits. The North' 
American Indians, the South Sea Islanders, when first visited 
by Europeans, were found in the full possession of goblin su
perstitions.

It is only of late years, and among a few nations favored by 
peculiar intellectual supremacy, that uncompromising skepti
cism has superseded this easy belief. All our old-fashioned 
fictions deal largely in its subjects, showing that they have 
been widely rooted in the general mind. When the present 
generation of men and women were young, the rehearsal of 
stories of perturbed and justice-seeking phantoms constituted 
a favorite amusement in evening circles; nor was it uncommon 
to meet with individuals who sincerely believed they had seen 
and heard sights and sounds emanating from no earthly source. 
Every neighborhood had its special morceau of ghostological 
property— its haunted house or haunted wood— to be feared 
and avoided.

Possibly a majority of the supposed facts of this class 
were illusory, originating and subsisting in popular ignorance 
of natural philosophy, and in excited morbid imagination. No 
doubt their less and less frequent recurrence during the last 
thirty or forty years has been owing to the growing disposition 
to discredit the testimony of the senses ; to a determination to 
find an explanation of every apparent mystery by appeal to 
the natural laws ; and in part to the inattention and inhospitality 
to the spiritual visitants. Yet, after the most rigorous inves
tigation of the records—after the most liberal disallowance on 
the score of diseased fancy and partiality for the marvelous— 
after making every possible expurgation in the premises that 
ingenuity can suggest—there remains an obstinate residuum 
of doubt and mystery to plague the expounders. We can not, 
do what we will, utterly explode the testimony, nor utterly 
eliminate from the human mind the suspicion that Spirits do 
walk the earth or hover in the air, and have shown, and will 
anain show themselves, and intermeddle with the affairs of us 

mortals.
It is noticeable that the human mind is subject to extremes 

of action and reaction. Under powerful and prolonged im
pulses it acquires an impetus which carries it beyond legiti
mate bounds'. For many ages, mankind were such superficial 
observers that they overlooked intervening agencies, and at
tributed natural phenomena to the direct instrumentality of the 
Gods or ghosts. Then, in modern times, came an era of 
practical, analytical investigation, which opened up the recon
dite processcs-of nature, and divulged their laws. The conse
quent discoveries were fatal to many of the old hypotheses 
and popular expositions: finding natural causes, and not spir
itual volitions, in and behind effects, old theories were zeal
ously exterminated ; the Gods were dethroned, and the Spirits 
banished to parts remote, and for a long time have been denied 
by savans all interest or connection with the aflairs of this for
lorn world. So far has this scientific fanaticism been carried 
that the heaven and hell of modern theology have enjoyed but 
a very dubious reality and location. Though they have to 
many minds continued to maintain their old-fashioned gross- 
uess and whereabouts, to multitudes of others they have re 
ceded and faded away into the thinnest and remotest fog.

But another epoch has now opened. The mists that have 
so long hung about the horizon have lifted, and the outlines 
of the Spirit-world are seen with lesser or greater distinct
ness by earnest gazers. The inhabitants approach, and hold 
converse with the fervent and faithful. Their limbs and lin
eaments are even unvailed to a favored few. They proclaim 
their sameness, their humanitary interests, their unabated at

tachment to friends and relatives. They divulge something 
of their state and employment; and give us facts in lieu of 
speculations regarding matters hitherto shrouded in darkness 
or distorted by dogmatism.. How have the ambassadors been 
received ?

Believing instinctively in the indestructibility of the soul, 
in a perennial existence, and knowing, therefore, that incal
culably the largest term of life will be spent in the world to 
which bodily death will usher us, have we.not yearned with 
unspeakable desire to know something of that mysterious con
tinent ? Have we not followed our departed friends with im
portunate hearts to the separating shore, and gazed with 
curious longing eyes into the inexorable gloom that swallowed 
them up ? Have we not groped about in the huge shadows 
after the loved ones we have lost, and grieved and wondered 
that no voice responded to our agonies—no least evanescent 
apparition comforted our despairing vision ? Are not our co
temporaries moving daily in crowds to the hidden realms— and 
shall not we, too, soon join in the procession ? Were this 
vail of lengthened ages to be withdrawn, would we not all 
rush frantically to the foreground to gaze upon the revelation ? 
Would we not eagerly scan the celestial landscape, soon to 
be ours, and seek untiringly for our long-absent companions ? 
Would we not, being permitted, question them again of their 
adventures and experience, and welcome a renewal of their 
intimacy and friendship?

So would we prognosticate. But in no such spirit of faith 
and love has the glad news been received. So long have the 
dead been dumb and voiceless, that they have been practically 
relinquished to irretrievaoie omivion: so'lilgli and apparentiy 
impregnable has been the wall between us and them that most 
have become incapable of believing in its overthrow. The 
sappers and miners who report a breach in its adamantine 
fastnesses, are rewarded with contumely and derisior^ or at 
least indifference and contempt, by the majority.

And yet why should we doubt ? Why impossible, or even 
improbable? Is it not a greater wonder that we should so 
long have been defeated and disappointed in our assaults ? Is 
it not strange that mankind should so long have knocked at the 
brazen portals and sullen battlements which frown upon the bor
ders of the celestial country, and never seen so much as one 
answering face peering from its dark inclosures—heard no 
muffled voice from behind its bars and bolts ? Have we been 
urged to our inquiries by an abortive instinct? “ Is idle na
ture laughing at her sons ?”

If we have indeed discovered a new world—or rediscovered 
an old one—if it has been partially explored, and even its in
habitants are among us, the facts will sooner or later be es
tablished in spite of any amount of skepticism. In the mean
time, let us indulge in some reflections growing out of the 
subject.

For aught we know historically to the contrary, manifold 
races of men occupied the Eastern hemisphere of our globe 
for ages before its American counterpart was known to exist. 
By slow and painful gradations, they crept from rudeness and 
barbarism to culture and civilization, formed themselves into 
societies, grew' into powerful nations, built stupendous monu
ments and cities, waged terrific wars, and overran vast terri
tories ; were, in their turn, overthrown and exterminated— 
were buried and forgotten ; and yet, during this long period, 
were all unconscious of the existence of nearly ^half of the 
globe they occupied! Is not this almost as strange and in
credible as that we should havé lived for so long a time in 
ignorance of our contiguity to the spiritual world? Had the 
Egyptians or Phoenicians been told that beyond the dread 
ocean they looked out upon from the shores of Africa there 
lay another world as extensive a9 the one they were familiar 
with, would they not have treated the tale as fabulous and 
chimerical ? Do you say that wo have good reason to believe 
they were not altogether ignorant of the fact—that it is more 
than suspected that they held intercourse with, and peopled, 
these shores ? We reply, that we have about as much reason 
to believe that they knew of a bona fide Spirit-world, and had 
commerce with its inhabitants; for such reports of them as 
have come down to us are replete with the superhuman and 
marvelous. The ancients apparently were on a capital foot
ing with the celestials ; and it is hard to account for some of 
the performances of their priests and sorcerers, except on the 
supposition of spiritual intervention. Aŝ ’to the argument de
rived lrom the ruins extant in South America, and their re
semblance, in some degree, to those of Egypt and Assyria, 
we reply that that can, by a slight concession, be accounted 
for on the theory that similar circumstances and experience 
are calculated to produce an analogous development, and con
duct to analogous material expressions.

Again, the old world perished and was entombed-its mag
nificent creations wastedand crumbled, and formed its cemetery; 
of a part of it all vestiges were extinguished, and nothing re
mained to indicate with certainty its place of sepulture. Other 
races occupied their places, and established a dominion. 
Practically, Nineveh and Babylon to us had no corporeal 
status. Their history was a mere myth. Semiramis and 
Sardanapalus took rank with Prester John and Jack the Giant

Killer. The poets and dramatists appropriated the legends 
that survived them, and we hung enchanted over the gorgeous 
creations which those modern necromancers superinduced 
upon , the meager fragments which had drifted down to us on 
the muddy tide of centuries; very tr.uch as we do over their 
revelations of the angelic w'orld. An! yet, within a few days, 
as it were, that old world, defunct ana forgotten before history 
began, has been resuscitated, and its actuality and greatness 
exposed to our very v iew ! The dwellings and temples of a 
people who passed away from the etrth forty centuries ago, 
with their ornaments and utensils, tnd the records of their 
arts, customs, and vocations, have keen exhumed, and now 
verify the vague chronicles w'hich, like our dreams of the 
Spirit-land, had only a lodgment in the faney. And this 
other w’orld lay only a few feet beneath the crust of earth! 
A few’ Arabs scratched it out, and the soil which concealed 
its pomp was soon removed in baskets! Is it much more 
strange that wre should live on the confines of the Spirit-world 
so long time, and even entertain angels, unawares ? It is 
often said that these things could not be, and not be discerned 
before. A las! man is strangely blind, from generation to 
generation, to truths which emphatically challenge his recog
nition and greatly concern his welfare, and which are as plain 
as Alps or Pyramids when he finally discerns them.

But it may be said that these arguments are irrelevant—  
that such discoveries are proper to, and come within the scope 
of, man’s faculties. These are material, physical, sensuous 
achievements, quite different from the attempt to scale the 
heavens and conquer an impalpable, invisible realm. This 
r'cfori seems~to be p red ica ted  upon c«nTKlTr~hypcrcrltlcnl ao- 
sumptions in regard to the world of Spirits, and to man’s facul
ties, condition,' and employments therein.

It must be conceded that the Bible, which is the sole au
thority for most of the dissenters to modern Spiritualism, says 
as little as could wrell be said on these interesting topics, and 
says it as vaguely; topics, too, as intimately connected as 
possible with what is generally regarded as the paramount 
purpose of that oracle, man’s spiritual w’elfare. In truth, a 
great part of the notions attributed to (hat source are inferen
tial, and are eked out and magnified into a factitious volume 
by the vaticinations of its expounders, between whom and the 
book itself there has not been any careful discrimination. 
There is nothing definite, nothing specific, nothing, indeed, 
but figures and abstractions, on the points in question, to be 
found in its pages. That this is the case is evident from the 
utter absence of any systematic, rational  ̂hypotheses among 
Christian professors. It is quite supererogatory to attempt 
any minute statement of the theories that have been current 
within the churches— and without them, too, so far as they 
have had the power to shape the popular mind. The clergy 
have simply taught that human beings, on quitting this sphere, 
pass into two states—one of entire blessedness, another of utter 
misery; both absolute and eternal. In dilating upon these 
naked postulates, they have drawn freely upon the fancy, using 
all kinds of figures and hyperboles descriptive of joy and suf
fering here on earth, but have never seriously adduced any 
thing like complete social and economical systems as the ones 
established in the upper and nether worlds. How could they, 
with the slight materials to which they restricted themselves ? 
It is true they have ventured on some discursive sentimental
ities about good angels being employed on missions of mercy 
and love, and the lik e; but in the main they have pictured 
the ransomed as pensioners, exempts, invalid soldiers, who, 
having served faithfully through the wars with Apollyon below, 
making no boast of it, are paid off and put on #ie retired list 
above—while the unregenerate, the obstinate, are declared to 
be afflicted with tortures unspeakably horrid, and kept in 
pretty close confinement! And, more than this, the divines 
have succeeded so thoroughly in belittling and stigmatizing 
this world, this life, as something to be endured, but deplored 
—so odious and contemptible have they rendered it—that its 
intrinsic dignity, absolute utility, and legitimate corollaries 
have been ignored and pushed out of sight.

Now, in the absence of official and plenary information on 
the subject of the future life, we must have recourse to instinct, 
reason, analog)’. It is useless to say that the problem is 
beyond the compass of human powers—that it is sacrilegious 
to invade a mystery so evidently put under lock and key by 
.the Almighty. Such restrictions have applied with equal 
pertinency to other recondite matters which man has grappled 
with successfully. .I f  mathematicians, in their closets, have 
triumphantly deciphered the mysteries of the material heavens 
—ascertaining the magnitudes, distances, motions, velocities, 
relations of remote orbs why should not logicians prose
cute their inquiries up to the celestial gates, and peep in, too, 
if not repelled by the police ? They are inquiries that can 
not be suppressed. No man half awake to his situation, as a 
transitory sojourner here can so stultify himself as to com
pletely extirpate from his mind the involuntary and ever-re
curring speculations in regard to the world to which he must 
soon migrate. Questions will arise—'they are not optional; 
and somehow they will be. answered. They are authoritative, 
for they are instinctive. Not that we can ascertain and dem-
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onstrate any thing with certainty, unassisted by spiritual reve 
lations; but perhaps we may deduce a theory on which the 
mind and heart may repose with some comfort and confidence 
and by which any pretended revelations may be tried.

Man comprises his future within his present self. The 
outline of his destiny is already prefigured and prearranged in 
his determinate constitution. The future must be the out 
growth of the present, the same as the present is of the past 
The cultivated and ennobled man of to-day is undoubtedly as 
identical with the' creatures of his own kind in the upper 
spheres, as he is with his savage species, who, armed only 
with clubs, slew the beasts of the woods and fields, and ate 
uncooked their quivering hearts, and clothed themselves in 
their undressed skins, in the early ages of the world—and 
identical in the same way. Man can only reproduce himself. 
To divine the future, then, he must study the bygone and the 
present. Why should he not be able to see as far before 4s 
behind ?

The separation of the soul from the body probably operates 
chiefly, if not only, to change its sphere. The idea of an 
abrogation of identity is insufferably repugnant; and that re
pugnance may be fairly taken as a divine indication of a fun
damental fact, for we presume it is common to all. If, then, 
we are essentially the same after as before death, we are en 
dued, of course, with the same faculties, fitted for similar 
vocations, and subject to similar incentives and motives, re
quiring, consequently, a field for operations analogous to the 
one last occupied. If this is not so, of what practical value
is the routine and special education ®r- tu® j-^ on v iifo ' 
tKo oconomjp of n&turo, oo far as comprehended, we assume, 
every incident has a productive significance—is related to 
that w'hich is to follow as inseparably as it is to that 
which preceded it. Now, although the material enfolds the 
spiritual, and owes to that its chief importance, is it supposa- 
ble that all the industrial enterprises and achievements of the 
race are improvised for our temporary diversion or present 
shift—that they have no innate dignity, no permanent and in
terchangeable worth in themselves ? If it is fitting that men 
should be farmers, manufacturers, and artists on earth, is it 
likely that we should be degraded by such vocations in any 
other sphere ? If so, wh^t becomes of our mundane experi
ence and education ? They are comparatively unprofitable 
investments, unless consecutively tributary to the interest and 
occupation next succeeding.

Does it not follow that we shall require bodies—physical 
bodies, not the- same, but similar to these—to admit of the ex
ecutive activity of our faculties and the evolvement of our na
tures ? Who wants to live without a body ? Who can con
ceive of such an anomaly? We mainly recognize the being 
of God by his embodiment. The universe is his person. If, 
at the outset, God created every thing, then there was a time 
when God was alone, and matter was not. If it was the Di
vine tendency to assume external form, may it not be a neces
sity; with us ?

If' there, be any force in these positions, wo conclude that 
those who have departed from this world differ but little from 
those who have not. If the Divine nature is unitary, and is 
homogeneous in its manifestations, it is presumable that the 
laws which underlie the Divine administration here are uni
versal, and pervade the spiritual codes provided for all the 
orbs. If so, the modes and conditions of our education and 
development here will be continued hereafter; we shall be 
compelled to extend our knowledge and improve our faculties 
by exploration and analysis of the material creation, and we 
shall be fitted for the task by physical organs, urged to it by 
physical wants, rewarded'by physical gratifications, and enno
bled by the perception and appreciation of the spiritual princi
ples disengaged or exemplified in the processes.

It is not likely that man will ever' be able to overstep the 
limitations apparently so inseparable from his condition as a 
created, subordinate, and dependent being. He niay> an  ̂
doubtless will, become more and more Godlike, but must for
ever occupy a position infinitely below that of his Maker. He 
will never becomo self-existent—will never speak worlds into 
existence, or exercise any thing more than delegated trusts. 
The prevalent idea that death induces an instantaneous and 
unlimited expansion of his powers—liberates him, as it were, 
from a dungeon and shackles— exonerates him from labor and 
responsibility, and care and danger— introduces him to a to
tally different kind of life—metamorphoses him from a worm 
to a god— is preposterous and scandalous, and can not stand 
the ordeal of logical examination for an hour.

It is reasonable and delightful to believe that the future life 
will be an advance upon this—that we shall have larger 
powers, keener perceptions, extended privileges, and munifi
cent scope for their exercise and enjoyment; but shall we not 
be intrinsically the same ? Shall we not have the same con
geries of faculties ? Shall we not be composed of the princi
ples, ideas, memories, hopes, and aspirations which make up 
the sum total, of our spiritual being here ?

We shall live, then—the departed do live—on a different 
plane, but under similar conditions. Their progress is grad
ual, their powers restricted

the altitude of gods. They have to pursue and achieve their 
purposes by effort, by research, by experiment, by ingenuity. 
They do not all at once recognize the subtile laws that govern 
their relations, and rush to the accomplishment of their wishes 
by a fiat or volition. What, then, becomes of the caviling ob
jections opposed to the tippings and knockings, tho vicarious 
speaking and writing, etc., claimed to be employed by the 
Spirits in their attempts to reopen intercourse with their for
mer consorts? Carrying with them their interest in this 
world, their affections and attachments, how obvious that they 
should desire to see and speak again with their'brethren; 
that they should wish to substitute facts in lieu of the conjec
tures which have so long perplexed us in relation .to certain 
features of the life to come ; and, so far as they are permitted, 
ameliorate the miseries which have grown out ofour misap
prehensions of destiny! To do this, they employ such means 
as are within their reach. Those means ptay be inadequate 
and unsatisfactory both to us and thet>»elves ; but they are 
not totally ineffectual, and may be employed until better are 
devised or discovered. There may be special difficulties in 
the way, and it may be a new field of effort.

By the invention and improvement of telescopes, we are en
abled to peruse the aspect of the moon. We think we dis
cover the outlines of mountains, the appearances of volcanoes, 
valleys, and physical phenomena. There have been observ
ers who thought they discerned indications of citioS ail(j large 
bodies of people. Now, suppose the moon to be inhat>iiiir.— 
and the inhabitants to have been engaged in similar examine-' 
«¡«no'ol'-our TWmttST' W e dlSCOm .
they discern us. Next, suppose both them and us to bj^snn- 
ultaneously actuated by the desire to open reciprocal corre- /  
spondence; and imagine what a train of experiments would 
ensue. How ineffectual, how abortive the first trials! .What 
clumsy mechanism and contrivances! What cross purpos^f 
and misinterpretations !’• Every thing at first comparatively 
puerile and ridiculous, but possibly eventuating, in great 
success.

Our predicate is, that we are in all fundamental respects the 
same here and hereafter, and, as an incident, most likely 
clothed with bodies for the performance of our exoteric func
tions.* But it does not follow of necessity that the celestial 
body is of the same substance, and subjected to the same limit
ations. Invisibility, so far as our perceptions are concerned, 
maybe one of its incidents; and exemption from the rigorous 
operation of the laws \hat restrict our powers of locomotion 
and perception may be another.f At any rate, it seems rea
sonable that we should always, whatever our sphere, have the 
privilege of reviewing and revisiting that which is’hehind us, 
however insuperable the barriers interposed to our premature 
invasion of that which is beyond us. And in this connection 
we may observe that the sneering objection to the spiritual 
source of the;phenomena under consideration, on the ground 
of the unimportance of the revelations, has but little force; for 

is not to be supposed that the established conditions of this 
life are to be superseded by superhuman intervention. Our 
planet will continue the same in its elements, and in all its 
phenomenal evolutions and aspects; our relations to it will 
continue the same. It is our sphere and school, and we must 
make the most of it. What we learn has got to depend here
after, as heretofore, on our diligent use of its instrumentalities.
It is a volume which, while we remain here, has got to be 
closely and constantly studied, for it is one revelation of its 
Maker, and the one with which we have chiefly to do. This 
Bible and our own souls, together, are our books and tutors; 
and if we look to the Spirits to bestow gratuitously upon us 
what by Divine ordination can only l ie  arrived at by personal 
industry, most probably we shall Wo disappointed. We shall 
no more be able to dispense with scientific researches and la
borious cogitation, than we shall with railroads, and steam-en
gines. We have got to work out our temporal advantages by 
the employment of mind, brain, and muscle ; and every such 
advantage constitutes a platform for exploits. The
Spirits may certainly encourage us in afar application to tem
poral duties, by giving us assurance of immortality and future 
well-being, without disturbing the established relations and 
duties of this life, which they would certainly do, if permitted 
to extemporize all the wisdom and knowledge which we may 
clamor for. If we had Spirits to do all work for us, this globe 
and all its paraphernalia might as well be summarily demol
ished, and the entire race be dispatched at once from the in-

According to the Bible, Abraham v u  visited by an angel, who entered hie taut 
and ate with him. And Jacob met an angel in the way, and wre*tied with him. 
Theie celestial» must have had bodies to hare performed such dietetlo and athletic 
function».

t  It ii well known that there are certain abnormal condition» of the human body, 
during the continuance of which reaplration and pulsation are suspended, and most; 
if not all, the indications of death auperrene, excepting mortification; notwithstand
ing which, the patient, apparenUy defunct, returns to life and to the possession of all 
bis faculties—not unfrequently narrating psychological experiences of- wonderful 
character, and fully believing that he has visited unearthly scenes, coovwssd with 
angels, and been Inducted into mysteries which puzzle the children of earth. Can wu 
be »ure that they are merely detailing the phantasmagoria of their own 
their minds have not been abroad, and that they have not literally seed 
what they relate t How is it with the clairvoyance induced by m<n‘*"¡1̂ **° * ",M"
tals, leaving their bodies asleep or entranced, may excreta *°*

_ _ the Spirit* who are alleged to visit ns bi present in reprsssn*»*** bodies onUtn sm»
They do not suddenly acquire I terms t This is an idea which we have not »atnred, and T  TeB*ttre . i
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fant school to the university. It may be possible for God to 
do an act tantamount to this, and so it would be possible for | ^ 
him to produce full-grown men, and dispense with the inter
mediate stages of growth. But he don’t do i t ; and that he 
don’t argues a self-imposed law, equivalent, to all intents an

S.  13. B R I T T A  N,  E D I T O R

circular for several weeks, as requested, and accordingly we 
sum up its import and object in this paragraph. Those who 
may feel a spiritual movement, ultimating itself through the 
material region of the pocket, should address friend Snow as 
herein indicated.

Uvii n c»jguv>9 » oviriiiijivovu i»»» ) - — • _ - j \ V « f *  * \  ))
purposes, to a necessity. Judged by the rule implie , I Jfgj [)£ fljilil 11] 1)1? OlMi] h]li|vt
declarations of the Spirits may be exempted from the cyn.cal l
criticism that has been applied to them. I heir mission ' 
to induct us by any short cut into all the arcana o p i) sica an 
spiritual wisdom. That is obvious. But are we thankless 
for the demonstration that our departed frien » n e at t tey 
have not undergone any monstrous metempsychosts, destroy-
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TO CORRESPONDENTS
person* who send communications Intended for the pres* should, ir they de- 

tire lo preserve them, Invariably retain a copy, so as to preclude the necessity for our
ing their identity—that they reciprocate our continued love, l lurning them in case they are not published. Among the mass of rejected papers 

® • ,.r d a i ly  experience, visit US and see th*y are extremely liable to be lost, and we can not be responsible for tiie safe kefp
take a lively interes , ,  , ,  . • anrl ¡02 oi communications which, in our judgment, are of no value.
us, though we can not see them -aod that the skepticism and | _______ __
dread respecting the life beyond the grave are founded in
phantasms ? Is it of no account that the bereaved mother can I SPIRITUALISM IN PRACTICE,
have the proof and conviction that her child is not lost to her 1 on]y every believer in Spiritualism, but thousands who
__that it is cherished and cared for—that its aftections are not reject tj,e teslim0ny to its manifestatibns, admit that its teach
estranged—that it isn’t wandering in regions incalculably re- ■. and jncuications are good. None but the bigot will deny 
mote, but that it can find does come and caress her? Is it no ^  beauty of its lessons—theoretically, at least. Nor can 
blessing that the overshadowing gloom of a domineering the- ^  wjtb0ut denying to God the character of such a Creator 
ology should be lifted from the hearts and homes it has so and Father, as can be truly loved and reverenced by pure 
long depressed and obsetired, and that God’s sunshine and lloving, and exalted Spirits; and denying to man the na 
beneficence should be shown to illuminate and bealiiy the 1 jure an(j qUaiities necessary to render him capable, in 
long vista of transmundane life ? Webster, and Calhoun, and I condition, of loving and worshiping such a Being 
Bacon, and Swedenborg may well be occasionally employed | Spiritualism, in its most divine sense, utters, as it has ever 
in corroborating and enforcing these grateful teachings, if they uUered> tjie gospel of God for the salvation of humanity 
never utter a single oracular dogma in politics, make any peni- t r o u g h  the lips of its Christs and Platos, its prophets, poets 
tent recantation of bygone heresies, or institute any new sys- ge and men—holy because of the exaltation of their
tern of ethics. thoughts and lives— it has revealed so much of truth concern

Pray, what have we known of the economy of the spiritual j Deity, and his relations with man, that mankind hav 
world, that we sit in judgment upon the alleged manifestations neve^ as yet> lived up to the measure of their knowledge 
so insolently, and so arrogantly impeach the testimony without And ^  on]y through mortal and seraphic lips has this divine 
a hearing? The Bible, we assume, is the only authority L aching been uttered. Even the dumb—so-called—universe 
which is generally admitted in the premises; and what does ^  aU formS) and ¿0]0rSj and motions, and melodies, has 
it divulge ? Nothing specific. Certain principles of admin- echoed and indorsed God’s more direct revelations of himself 
istration are declared to prevail; punishments are denounced (he human s0ld ¡uan j)as not been denied sufficient inspi 
upon transgressors, and rewards or compensations promised ratio|^ warning> and reproof. He has not been denied a clear 
to the law-abiding—nothing more, we opine. And these ipse en ^ vjs ;on of w)lat }ie should do and be—what duty he 
dixils might well be inferential; for they are as true of this as QWes t0 ^js fother, God, and his brother, man. The difficulty 
of any other life. All besides this is rejected as apocryphal; ^ag j)Cfin jds practical repudiation of his professed faith 
and this, we are told, is enough! All private depositions, no j.ncmqedg0> and convictions.
matter how well substantiated, are pitched into the category The enunciations of Christianity, full of lofty Spiritualism 
of illusions and hallucinations. Nobody since the patriarchs aj)d Democracy, have failed to regenerate the world— in so 
and aposftes can possibly have dreamed dreams, or enter- far ag intended—only as they have been devitalized by the 
tained angels, or obtained any responses to their sighs, and tical ]ives 0f those who profess, and have professed, to l 
prayers, and tear«. There was a time when the sons of men followers of and believers in Christ’s teachings. The Christ 
were vouchsafed visVms of the celestial realms and their citi- eulogized wilh tbe tongue has been crucified in the heart and 
zens ; but there came ar. epoch when an impervious and im- life> and the Christian theory made null by the practice of its 
passable wall was built r.r> between the two neighboring pro’fe, sors> True, Christianity, like all great spiritual utter 
worlds, and all intercourse has ever since been inhibited, ex- anceg> jias maintained a partial foothold and accomplished 
cept that our dead are admitted through the dark postern of (jaj u.orj . . bow much mightier and more glorious would 
the grave; and the arbitrary doctrine of our worldly despot
isms is relentlessly applied there—“ Once a citizen, always a 
citizen”— they can’t come back! In what other respects has 
the Div>aa government undergone so great a change ? All 
other laws have been immutable, there is reason to believe ; 
and there should be the most indubitable proof of a repeal or 

«.. suspension of this, before we admit the unwelcome proclama
tion.

Why, oh, why should our race have been favored with such 
•4  sublime privileges in its infancy, and be denied them in its 

maturity? When men were less developed and cultivated, 
they were more easily satisfied with the near and the present. 
Childhood is diverted with spectacles and sated with sensuou 
pleasures ; manhood, outgrowing the specious, the superficial, 
looks for meanings, and connections, and issues. The child 
sobs for his lost parent or playfellow, but soon forgets h im ; 
the man fixes his imploring eye on the heavens, and demands 
the whereabouts of the departed. It is true that earthly life is 
brief, and that the answer will soon come to a ll; but to mor
tal senses the pilgrimage often seems prolonged and weari
some, and the bereaved heart longs for its expatriated com
panion.

Do the Spirits betray weakness, and frivolity, and igno
rance, and even evil dispositions? What then? Is it sup- 
posable that this world is the only one whose denizens are 
imperfect and foolish ? By what authority, except our own 
fancies, are we taught that men are instantaneously deified by 
decarnation? Is the body.a prison, and life a penance? Is 
this whole system of things an episode—a play within a play 
— an accident— a nightmare? Is our ship driving at the 
mercy of adverse winds and currents, among polar seas and 
inhospitable coasts, or are we in a reliable craft, and steering 
with some directnesss, by compass and quadrant, toward the 
great port and capital of the universe ? Is it not more rea
sonable to believe that we are subject to a Divine legislation, 
whose beneficent and equitable laws are the same in spirit 
and purpose in every part of its domain ? That everywhere 
courage, and endurance, and power will be tbe growth of im
pediment, and danger, and hardship ? That knowledge and 
wisdom are attainments which can nowhere result from any 
thing but experience and studious effort? That enjoyment 
must ever be purchased by suffering? That we can fully 
appreciate only those possessions which we, according to our 
consciousness, conquer by personal prowess ? Such are the 
conditions of this stage of being; and if they are—as why 
should they not be ?—those of the succeeding stage, we'have 
no good cause to expect any sudden colossal expansion in 
th ose who have left us as dwarfs and pigmies. N o ; the 
conjecture is natural and reasonable, that the course of life 

5 U»pended here, is substantially resumed in the new home of 
1 o Spirit; and that the employments and studies appropriate 

to a man at the termination of his earthly career are there 
continued, the same in essence if not in form ; so that, of two 
cotemporaries, he who departs and he who remains may 
eventually meet on an equal footing, provided they have been 
equally assiduous in the improvement of their advantages. I 
not our sense of fitness and justice confused by any violent 
invasion of this conception? And if, in our weariness, and 
impatience, and defeat, we sometimes decry and despise this 
earth and its discipline, may we not fairly suspect that we have 
failed to discern their truest teachings and overlooked the 
wisest methods of arriving at the greatest possible good of 
which our situation is susceptible ? In the event of a mis
spent life, may we not, lo our surprise, find ourselves, in the 
other world, condemned to learn the lessons which, like idle 
or vicious schoolboys, we had neglected or refused to master 
and apply here, instead of the gratuitous plenary illumination 
and unearned enjoyment.which has been so loosely antici
pated ?

may be lost in spite of the benevolent efforts of the missionary 
society. As this passage was written several years ago, we 
may presume that this last requisite to salvation has been sup
plied ere this. Such heathen destitution is not likely to exist 

great while among a modern Christian people.

It m a waste of time to complain of other people’s faults. The best 
thing we can do is to mend our own.

its triumph have been if all who have professed to regard that 
saying upon which the law and the prophets are said to hang 
“ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, etc., and thy neighbor 
as thyself,” had lived up to that profession. Because these 
spiritual teachings havo been practically denied, Christianity 
an d  all kindred systems have comparatively failed.

The question, then, arises, What is required of Spiritualists 
of our time to render their revelations and faith more vital and 
lasting; to render them enduring in fact as they are beautiful 
and inspiring in theory? Spiritualism, thus far, is the dawn 
of a new day, a new year, a millennial era, in our sin-stained 
world—the opening page of a brighter and fairer revealing 
from those higher spheres into which we are destined to pass 
and progress, and live forever. Through his angels, and 
“ ministering Spirits,” God is renewing past covenants with 
mankind, and revealing himself in a broader and clearer light 
to his earth-children. Through this revealment it is distinctly 
perceived that the Spirit-world is nearer, more intimately and 
more beautifully related to our daily lives and thoughts than 
has heretofore been actively impressed on human conscious
ness. Visions are being unfolded that inspire our hope, our 
faith, and our jo y ; we are permitted to behold with ecstatic 
delight the loveliness and glory of the upper world, and to per
ceive that heaven and earth are divided only by temporary 
lines—by the blindness of religious bigotry and material sense.

Even more than this is being revealed to us. We are being 
taught that our paternity and brotherhood involve the duty of 
our practically recognizing God as our father, and every man as 
our brother; that as we profess to believe that Spiritualism, 
fully and faithfully illustrated, leads to man’s perfect harmonic 
development, bringing the individual in true relation with man, 
with nature, and the Spirit-world, we are called to act, think, 
and live in accordance with the teachings of Spiritualism.

And what are these ? That we must be pure, loving, 
earnest, active, and faithful in every relation and duty. That 
we must be pure in thought and deed ; loving in heart and 
spirit; earnest in purpose and action; active in sympathy 
and service to our fellow-men; courageous and manly in our 
opposition to wrong, and faithful in all things. Mere profes
sion of Spiritualism is not the thing. W e must have action 
as well as belief, and the action must correspond to the belief. 
Those who think all is done when certain propositions and 
manifestations are witnessed and indorsed, would, if it were 
left to their guidance, soon run the bark of Spiritualism, a 
useless hulk, upon tbe sand. The world must not have it to 
say of Spiritualists, as it has said of Christian creed-men 
“ They preach well, but there is no practice.” Spiritualists 
must teach the beauty of Spiritualism in their lives, and com
mend it by their examples. It may cost the sacrifice of some 
selfishness, some pride and lust of^lhe senses, but until the 
gross, sensual man is thus subdued, Spiritualism will not have' 
done its true work. We, ask our readers to think of these 
things with us—to think and act. A practice of the teachings 
of Spiritualism is the great end to be attained—that will de 
velop die harmonic man.

MODERN MIRACLES.
The following remarkable facts have lately occurred in the 

experience, and through the agency', of Mrs. French, of Pitts
burg, Pa., who personally related them at a recent conference 
at this office, and has since repeated them, with additional 
particulars, to the writer. Being recently in the city of Wash
ington, she was led to the house of Mr. Darby', the geographer 
an elderly' gentleman nearly' seventy'-nine years of age. Mr 
D. had for some time been suffering from a paralysis of tbe 
left arm, which he was unable to move without taking hold of 
it with the right hand and applying to it a mechanical force 
His hearing, also, was very imperfect. By means of a me 
dicinal preparation which Mrs. French had made under spir 
itual direction, together with passes which she was impressed 
to make over the head and arm of the sufferer, the latter was 
in a few minutes so far relieved, that he moved his arm freely 
in all positio n s , c lap p ed  his hands at the back of his head 
etc., without any impediment or difficulty. At the same time 
the old gentleman’s hearing was very greatly improved ; and 
the relief of.his difficulties continued permanent up to the 
last accounts that Mrs. F. heard from him, which was some 
two or three weeks after these occurrences took place.

In the same house there was residing a gentleman (Mr. P 
who had been suffering, more or less, with a disease of the 
lungs for the last ten years. For the last five or six weeks he 
had been constantly confined to his room, and was daily grow 
ing weaker. By the administration by Mrs. F. of a spiritually 
prepared medicine, accompanied (as we understood) with 
manipulations by Mr. Lining, another spirit medium, the gen 
tleman was so far relieved that he came down to the breakfast 
table the next morning, and declared that he had not been so 
free from pain in ten years as he was then.

Mrs. French subsequently went to Baltimore, where she 
stopped at the house of Mr. Laning, the artist (the gentlema 
mentioned above). While there, Mr. L. was impressed to 
send for two young girls, one of whom, about nine years old 
was entirely' deaf and dumb, and the other, about seventeen 
years of age, could only hear and speak very' imperfectly 
Mrs. F. manipulated tlw one who was entirely deaf and dumb 
for thirty-two minutes, at the same time bathing her about the 
head and ears with the spiritually prepared medicine which 
she had in her possession. At the end of that time Mrs. F 
was spiritually impressed that the girl could hear. Standin 
therefore, behind her, so that the girl could not see the motion 
of her lips, she spoke a little above her ordinary tone of voice 
when the girl winced, as though the sound was too loud for 
her, and pained her. Moderating her tone of voice, Mrs 
told her to say, “ Pa,” “ Ma,” “ Sister,” “ Josephine,” and sev 
eral other words, all of which the girl distinctly repeated as 
by' imitation as they' were spoken by the medium. The other 
girl, about seventeen years of age, was in like manner ope 
rated on by Mrs. French, and her hearing and speech greatly 
improved. These occurrences took place in the presence of 
Mr. Laning and some five or sijX other credible witnesses 
The father of the girls, who was present, expressed himself 
highly gratified with the results of these operations, and mani 
fested a strong desire that the treatment should be continued 
believing that the result would be a perfect cure; but, strange 
to say, another very near relation of the girls utterly discoun 
tenanced the whole proceeding, and pronounced it the work 
of the devil!

While there, a girl was also brought to Mrs. French aflected 
with St. Vitus’-dance, and so badly that it took two persons to 
steady her as she was brought into the room. Mrs. F., while 
under spiritual influence, made passes over her for about fif
teen minutes, when the girl walked the length of two parlors 
without any observable defect in her motion ; and afterward 
she walked home without any difficulty, arm in arm with the 
lady' who had accompanied her to the place.

A Mr. Cole, also of Baltimore, was confined and apparently 
far gone with consumption and other ailments. He subjected 
himself to spirit treatment through Mrs. French, and was im 
mediately relieved from cough and other symptoms which 
prevented rest; and the next night he took a long walk through 
a storm of snow and sleet to a spiritual circle, where he re 
maiaed to a late hour in a damp room, and then walked home 
a»ain ; and so far from feeling any ill consequences of this
exposure on the next day, his health was, if any thing, still 
further improved. This gentleman is followinga prescription 
given by Mrs. F., and at the last accounts that were received 
from him, was all the while gradually improving in health.

The foregoing are among the numerous facts that may be 
urged as proof that if the days of miracles were ever past 
they have at least now returned.

HARMONY HALL.
K e v .  H e r m a n ’  S n o w ,  who is not unknown to our readers, 

has, during the past year, kept open and free to the friends 
of Spiritualism from every part of the country, a large Room 
known and designated as above, and situated at No. 103 Court 
Street, Boston, has just sent us a circular letter, addressed 
“ To the friends of Spiritualism,” the object of which is to 
solicit donations for defraying the current expenses ol that 
Room. Mr. Snow has from the beginning depended on the 
oluntary' contributions of friends to enable him to sustain and 

carry forward his enterprise, but we infer that such aid as has 
been spontaneously’ tendered has not been adequate to meet 
the contingent expenses. The very crowded state of our 
columns renders it extremely inconvenient to give place to his

DISCUSSION IN ST. LOUIS.
The Rev. N. L. Rice, D.D., somewhat famed in the modern 

annals of theological gladiatorship, has been recently offering 
battle to the Catholics in St. Louis; but the glove which he 
cast at the feet of Orestes A. Brownson not being taken up, 
the Spiritualists of that city concluded to give Dr. R. a little 
work in his line, and so proposed to him a friendly discussion 
of the respective views on which he and they were divided. 
By way of bringing this proposal into tangible form, they drew 
up a series of propositions which they' supposed the doctor 
would be willing to affirm and defend, and another which they 
proposed to sustain themselves, naming Mr. S. J. Finney' as 
the spokesman on their side. These propositions were ad
dressed in a letter to Dr. Rice, who answered them in a some
what sneering and word-catching manner, utterly declining 
the debate. The correspondence was published in the Mis
souri Jlepublicun, in a subsequent issue of which the Spirit
ualists published a somewhat lengthy rejoinder to Dr. R.’s 
letter of declination, and there the matter, we believe, has 
rested.

SAVED BY WINE.
Some day's since, as we were seated in the printing-office 

our attention was arrested by the following passage in the 
journal of the late Rev. Adoniram Judson, Baptist missionary 
in the Burman Empire :

Swiday, July lltA .—No wine to be procured in this place, on which 
account we are unable to unite with the other churches, this day, in par
taking of the Lord’s Supper.

We believe that many Christians insist that there is a sav
ing efficacy in this .ordinance. If it be so, and if wine be in
dispensable to its observance, as is distinctly implied by Mr. 
Judson, it must follow that the poor heathen who have no wine

ALLEGED PLAGIARISM-
A correspondent writes us that the poem entitled, “ The 

Summer Midnight,” published in the T e l e g r a p h  of Feb. 1 8th, 
and claimed to have been written by spiritual direction, through 
the mediumship of J. C. Myra, was originally written (and 
published) some ten years ago by the Rev. James Wallis 
Eastburn. Our correspondent say's he was attracted to it at 
the time of its publication, and clipped a copy from a public 
journal, which copy is now in his possession. Allowing these 
statements to be facts, we, as well fis the Washington Union, 
from which the poem was copied into the T e l e g r a p h , have 
been imposed on. While our critical correspondent hides 
his name, however, we do npt take his statement for granted, 
though it may be true. We have been more frequently de
ceived by mortals than by Spirits, and we can not fully indorse 

statement for which the author hesitates to make himself 
responsible. ____________

B r o . P in n e v , of Mill Brook, Conn., writes us, requesting 
our views concerning several great questions on which Mr 
Davis and other modern Spiritual authors do not agree. The 
questions are of a deeply occult and metaphysical character 
and the expression of our views would require more labored 
disquisition and a larger space than our numerous duties and 
the crowded state of our columns will at present permit us to 
devote to such a purpose.

fact, “  A thousand American geniuses are not competent to the production 
of one American work.” Well, it is a sweeping verdict; but what did 
Pope and Byron do when vindictive and incautious critics pounced down 
upon their juvenile verse! Did they sigh, or rage, or protest with idle 
clamor ? No. They set themselves more heartily to the work, and in the 
“ Dunciad,” and “ English Bards and Scotch Reviewers,’.’ proved that they 
could be—if they had not been already—great poets. Our friend M'Ches- 
ney, who deprecated some criticism w e  passed, in the T e l e o r a p h , upon 
his effort for the prize, prefers to sigh and Tage; but our wiser and valued 
correspondent, Henry Clay Preuss, of Baltimore, snaps his fingers at Sirs 
Oracles and their judgment seat, and with an inferred “ be-hanged to the 
committee,” boldly publishes his effort, “ A Vision of Freedom,” in a 
handsome pamphlet of sixteen pages, and appeals to the public for their 
award. We have perused the poem, portions of which are glowing and 
fiery, and must 9ay that Mr. Preuss in afier years will agree, in so far as 
he is concerned, wilh the Latham Committee. Not that his poem is with
out merit, but because Liberty and Patriotism, the bone and marrow of his 

Vision,” arc hackneyed themes, and only tolerable when sung in a 
parked original and vigorous strain. Mr. Preuss has written much finer 
poetry for the S h e k i n a h  than his “ Vision of Freedom,” and we are quite 
satisfied that he will find his best success as a poet connected with less 
ambitious, threadbare topics than are necessary for national epics and 
odes. We are obliged to Mr. P. for the'copy of his poem, which will 
•doubtless find many gratified readers.

SPIRITUALLY BORN.
In Woburn, Mass., Wednesday morning, Nov. 80th, 1853, was born into 

the Spirit-world, Mr. D a n i e l  E a t o n ,  being forty-nine years of age.
His exit was very sudden. The night before his departure he retired 

rest at a late hour, and at somewhere between two and three o’clock, a m 

he awoke, feeling quite unwell. Ho arose and went below stairs, soon 
after which he was found by the family a lifeless corpse upon the floor. 
He was an affectionate husband, a'tender and indulgent parent, an honest 
and much respected citizen, and a true Christian. Ho was one of those 
earliest, in the town in which he lived, to openly avow his full faith 
the Ilarnionial Philosophy. He and his wife were happily united in this 
faith, which is so well calculated to prepare us for such a solemn and sud 
den change. He had received several warnings of his change, “ But 
said he, “ I shall not d ie ; no, never! To be sure I shall put off this body, 
but I shall live forever.” His wife and three loving children will greatly 
feel his loss, but to him the change is most glorious.

The foregoing should have appeared long before this time 
but was overlooked, and has just come to light. We hop 
our correspondent will accept this as a sufficient apology' for 
the delay.— E d.

In Mill Brook, Conn., Feb. 12th; V i c t o r  H , son of Harvey W. and 
Harriet A. Pinney, departed the life of the body, aged two years and seven 
months.

We did not receive our friend’s letter, in which we were requested 
to officiate at the funeral obsequies, until Tuesday, 14th inst., 12 o’clock. 
M., and it was then too late to make any arrangement in season. We are 
happy to know that the great sources of consolation are limited to no lo
cality, but that immortal life, hope, and joy have their springs even in the 
heart of the afflicted.

THE OLD BREWERY.
The name of no edifice is, perhaps, more familiarly known lo New 

Yorkers than that of the “ Old Brewery," for half a generation or more 
sort of Five Points human-rookery, in the filthy spaces of which from fifty 
to a hundred miserable families found refuge—shelter or home it could 
hardly be called. Therein was gathered as much vice, crime, and wretch 
edness as could well be conceived. Fire, which in every other locality 
had range and power, seemed debarred, by some inscrutable order of Prov
idence, from touching this vast lazar-house, created to distill poison, and 
afterward made the foul nest of the victims it had helped to poison. But 
there came in time a gentle, yet mighty agency—the prophet heard not 
God in the cloud nor in the storm, but in “ a still, small voice”—which 
performed what fire could n o t: a work of purification, not only for the “ Old 
Brewery,” but for hundreds of its loathsome inmates. That agency was 
a “ Ladies Mission,” which, beginning its work of regeneration only three 
years since, has already so perfected it that on the site of the “ Old Brew 
ery” stands a new and noble Mission House, within whoso doors the young 
of that most degraded region, the Five Points, are being educated in the 
way 6f virtue, and the old reclaimed from outcast lives.

With the general history of this Ladies’ Mission movement, and its grat
ifying success, the press has from day to day made the public familiar, 
has been a matteir of rejoicing to all. But there has been written, by 
“ Ladies of the Mission,” and published by Messrs. Stringer & Townsend 
a more particular, authoritative, and perfect history, and it is to introduce 
this work to our readers that we now write.* The record of the “ Old 
Brewery” is indeed

“ A strange, eventful history,’’ 

and, in so far as facts are concerned, we may believe that this volume is a 
faithful chronicle. Extending lo three hundred pages, finely illustrated 
it glances at the origin of the building in question, and at the earlier histo
ry of the Five Points, and then more minutely traces the transformation 
consequent upon the missionary effort to redeem it. Many thrilling 
sketches of scenes and characters are interwoven, but there is throughout 
the book a studied purpose to make the record a calm and sober one. The 
authors of the volume have wisely avoided touching upon the rivalry ex 
isting between the “ Ladies Mission” and the “ House of Industry,” and 
have only stated their own cause, and hopes, and prospects.

The only objection that can well bo raised to the volume, lies in its 
somewhat dogmatic religious ideas and tone, and its proneness, partic
ularly in the preface, which bears the impress of a clerical hand, to secta
rianism. With the practical labors and success of the “  Ladies Mission” 
we are far more pleased than with the theology of “ The Old Brewery."
It is to us a somewhat blasphemous theology—inasmuch as it suggests 
that God designed man for purposes and ends which have not been an
swered. We can not believe that God’s designs are ever thwarted. We 
also object to the partial “ fear and doubting” spirit with which the “ Ladies 
Mission” look to the continuation of the work before them. Under the 
providence of God, which ever attends humanitarian deeds, there is no 
temporal, moral, or spiritual reform possible to the earthly state, which 
can not be accomplished by brave, faithful, and loving labor. Those who 
go forth to battle with sin and error in the name of God, must never doubt 
—God is more merciful and powerful than mortal heart can desire, and he 
will surely enable those who strive, with a good spirit and adaptable means, 
to triumph. ^

The “ Old Brewery” will find abundant readers. Probably no other 
book has been issued the precedent orders for which justified so large a 
first edition. Thirty thousand copies have been struck off, and twenty i 
thousand are now bound. The publishers pay a liberal copyright, and the 
proceeds are to be applied to raising the mortgage which now hangs (its 
only cloud) over the “ (Mission House,” which is the name given to the 
new building. The volume is beautifully executed in every mechanical 
respect, and will grace both the drawing-room table and the library.

* T h e  Ol d  Bn sw ear, and the New Mission House at the Five Point*. By Ladiet 
of the Mission. Stringer Si Townsend, 222 Broadway, publisher*.

FACTS AND REMARKS.
C o n f e r e n c e  o f  F e b . 23.—The usual number of Spiritualists and spir

itual inquirers congregated at our office, 300 Broadway, on Thursday even
ing of last week, and the proceedings of the meeting were invested with 
the usual interest. Dr. Y o u n g  related some interesting cases of Spirit 
personations which lately occurred in the family of Mr. B., in Sixth Avenue, 
in this city. The personations and representations of particular scenes m 
the earthly lives of the Spirits by whom the medium purported to be con
trolled were accurate, and in a high degree striking, though the medium 
was an artless girl of fourteen. Mr. J. R. D u r f e e , of Carbondale, Pa., 
referred to and rebutted the charge of infidelity which sectarians bring 
against Spiritualism. He said he was recently told by a clergyman that 
this Spiritualism is all of jthe devil, and was asked what good it had ever 
done ? when he offered to take the Rev. gentleman to ten men who had 
become praying men since this new light broke upon them, though they 
had never been religiously inclined before. The speaker having alluded 
to the spiritual experiences and labors of Rev. Mr. Harvey who has been 
ejected from the Methodist Church for his Spiritualism, Mr. C. P a r t r i d g e  

spoke of the good services which Mr. Harvey had done to the spiritual 
cause. He said that the experience of Mr. H. had run in the channel of 
his former faith, and took occasion to remark that the same fact held in 
reference to the experience of those Spiritualists who had formerly been 
infidels, and that this accounted, in a great measure, for those present as
pects of Spiritualism which the Church considered as wearing an infidel 
stamp. He considered the evidences of Spiritualism as appealing to all 
classes, recognizing the conversion of the infidel as of as much importance 
as the conversion of the man of the Church. He also dwelt, at some 
length, upon the practicalities of Spiritualism, and suggested plans for the 
harmonization of human interests. 'W . F i s h b o u c h  then spoke of the 
practical bearings of Spiritualism, and considered it as involving the germs 
of all true reform, which, however, must commence with the reformation 
of our individual selves, and thence develop itself into social form. While 
the harmonization of mere exterior interests was well enough in its way, 
he had no confidence that the world could ever become truly reformed in 
that way, as all true reform must be founded on the rectification of man’s 
interiors. Dr. Y o u n o  spoke against theorizing and demanded facts. Mr. 
Calthorp related facts proving spiritual intercourse. Mr. D. G. T a y l o r  

spoke of the beneficial manner in which Spiritualism affected him as a pro
fessor of religion. Mr. D u r f e e  instanced the present meeting as proof 
against the allegations of evil as growing out of Spiritualism. Mr. 
R o g e r s , of Boston, recommended Sunday meetings, and urged their ad
vantages. The meeting then closed.

F i r e  N e u t r a l i z e d  b y  S p i r i t .—At the Conference at this office on 
Thursday evening, February 16th, Mr. D. G. Taylor stated that recently, 
one evening, his son was deeply entranced by spiritual influence, when 
under the action of the power which controlled him he held his finger ap
parently for about thirty seconds, in the flame of a phosgene lamp that was 
burning before him upon the table. The finger was afterward examined, 
and found to be completely blackened by the smoke of the lamp, but en
tirely uninjured, oven as to the most delicate tissues of the sk in ! At 
another time, during the last week, small articles were thrown about the 
room by invisible hands, during which time the narrator, casually turning 
his eyes toward the fire, saw a towel lying upon the top of a gTate of 
glowing coals sufficiently hot to have set it iit a blaze in an instant under 
ordinary circumstances. Mr. T. thought that the towel could not have 
laid there less than from ten to fifteen seconds; but when he took it off, 
not the slightest mark of fire was found upon it. The towel, which was 
apparently unscorched, was exhibited to the audience. Here, certainly, 
are two cases of no ordinary interest as reflecting light upon the ordeal of 
the “ burning fiery furnace” through which Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego were caused to pass by Nebuchadneezar, as well as upon the ordeals 
by fire to which spiritual people are said to have been often subjected, 
with immunity fro m  injury and suffering, during the middle ages.

R e v i v a l  o f  M e m o r i e s .—Mr. W. J. Baner, well known to most of our 
readers in this city, and whose word will in no case be doubted by his ac
quaintances, has just informed us of the following curious fact in his ex
perience : While riding rapidly on horseback several years ago, near the 
city of Philadelphia, he turiied his head to inspect a curious inscription on 
a banner which he saw by the side of the street. While his attention was 
thus diverted from his horse, the latter stumbled and threw him over his 
head. The ground upon which he was about to fall being hard and stony, 
he full}’ expected to be killed, and with this apprehension strongly impress
ed upon his mind, and while he was passing from the horse to the ground, 
every incident, even to the mo9t minute, which had occurred from his in
fancy to that moment, stood out before -his mind with all the vividness of 
its original occurrence. Even the most insignificant acts that he had per
formed, and words that had been spoken to him. by others, were now re
called—the events all appearing in their proper order of succession, and 
without the slightest jumbling or confusion; and after this memory-picture 
had been completed up to that moment, he had time to  consider his pros
pects for the future world, before he struck upon the ground. From cases 
of this kind, many of which might be related, the reflective reader can not 
fail to derive an instructive lesson in respect to the constitution of the hu
man soul.

A S n a k e  S t o r y .—A child, nine years old, of Mr. W. Lincoln, of W ar
ren, Mass., had ,been in feeble health for several years, and was much 
emaciated, being subject to frequent fits of strangulation and coughing, 
though her difficulty seemed to be in the stomach and throat rather than 
in the lungs. The Spirit guardians of this child wrote through her own 
hand, that she had a water snake in her stomach. This was subsequently 
confirmed through several different mediums, with the additional particu
lars, that the child had drunk the snake three years before, at a certain 
spring, while in the woods on a whortleberry excursion. By methods 
proposed by the girl’s Spirit physicians, the snake was induced to ascend 
through the nsophagus and protrude its head through her throat, so that 

could be distinctly seen in the back part of her m outh; but whenever 
an attempt was made to seize it and draw it forth, it would draw back and 
disappear. His snakeship, however, was afterward poisoned and dislodged 
by medication. A ponion of his skin is still preserved for the inspection 
of the curious. These facts, with the minutie of their details and circum
stances, are communicated by Dr. J. A. Gridley to the ¿Vew Era.

THE LATHAM PRIZE POETRY.
W e stated some time ago, we think, that the committee selected by Mr. 

Latham, the Washington banker, to decide which of the competitors fo r 
his offered prize of $500 for a best National Epic, Lyric, Song, or Ode, 
reported that, in their judgment, no one of the many pieces offered in com
petition was worthy to rank as a “ National" poem, of any class, and there
fore they declined to make any award. Not a few aspirants to a visionary 
laureate have objected to this judgment. Partial, possibly, to their own 
efforts, as poets sometimes are, they question the verdict_which says, in

A W r a i t h . —The wife of the present writer, who lives in Williamsburg, 
had a lady friend in New York whom she had been expecting for some 
days to visit her. As she was sitting one evening in the parlor befors it 
had become dark, she casually cast her eyes toward the open door, and 
distinctly saw the head and bust of a female figure clothed in white. The 
light was not sufficiently strong to enable her to recognize features, and 
the figure vanished as soon as it was distinctly perceived. My wife then 
went to the kitchen, took a match, and was about to strike it to light a 
lamp, when several drops of water were thrown into her face. She iit the 
lamp, wiped her face with her hand, and. found, upon examination, that it 
was veritable water that had fallen upon her face, though there was not a 
drop of water standing in the room at the time, and no person was in th# 
room or anywhere near, who could have thrown it. It was afterward as
certained that her lady friend whom she had been expecting to see or hear 
from ,  had died on the morning of that day, and that at the moment of the 
occurrences above related, her body was being conveyed by her friends up 
the North River on a boat.

J
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ODE TO THE SOUTH WIND.
T H O M A S .  I ..  K A R R I S .

Dictated from the State of Interior Illumination.

Spirit, who dwellest where the Summer smiles 
Upon a thousand Isles,

And opes her azure-lidded eyes to gaze 
Through cloudless ether on the golden maze 
Of constellations, moving through the sky 
In the swift circles of eternity;—
Spirit, who movest with thy viewless breath 

The sultry vail of death
From the parched ocean, that, unmoved, expands 

Like a red waste of sands,
Where ships, becalmed, lie moveless like the dead 
Or dying camels of the Nubian lands 
Swift, dew-lipped Wanderer, thou art to me 
Most welcome, coming as thou dost from far 
With secret ministries. Thy breathings are 
Filled with the essence of all poetry,
The joy of all religion. Silently
Thou hoverest, with viewless wings outspread,
O’er the wide landscape. Flowers that drooped unfed 
Open their dying eyes, and, looking up,
Drink life from thee. Thou fillest every cup 
With honey-dew. Thou comest, and thy kiss 
Wakens the Spirit of the Wilderness,
And she comes forth to greet thee, riding on
Her panther, like a beauteous Amazon
Whose spear is tipped with lightning, and whose arrows
Sharp as the morning star, whose brightness narrows
Into a single point, and through the air
Flies from the sun. With locks of tangled hair
That wildly stream upon her shoulders bare,
Strong Spirit, beautiful and mild and proud,
She flies to greet thee. Like a smile that quivers 
On Youth’s enamored lip, when from afar 
Love dawns upon him, throned upon her star,
The languid Earth receives thee. Thou to her 
Descendest like a youthful Emperor 
Scattering sweet odors from his rustling robes.
Thou bringest her, from far celestial globes,
Sweet perfumes tongued with music, halcyon gales 
That sing immortal songs, like deathless nightingales,
And wake the bosom of her quiet sea.—
Sweet Spirit of the South Wind! hail to thee !

Thou comest like a youthful Shepherd Iloy 
Filling the air with carolings of joy 
From the Celestial Mountains. Thrillingly 
The glad airs tremble at thy minstrelsy.
0 , P resence! dear and glorious and blest,
What troops of melodies within thy breast 
Dance to the music of thy heart’s delight.—
Thou twinest round the forehead of the Night 
A vail of odors, musical and rare.
Silence and Song alike thy praise declare.

The Spirit of the North Wind bows before 
Thy gentle coming. Regions bleak and froze,
Where Winter sat, turning the Earth to stone,
Making the ice-bound forests creak and groan,
Murdering the hapless Dryads in their groves,—
Thrill with sweet life. Thy genial breath removes 
From earth and sea their fetters. Thou dost break 
His icy coffin, and from sleep awake 
The Genius of the Spring. He at thy breath 
Rises like young Adonis. From their death 
Thou wakenest all the germs of living things.
Thou wreathest lilies o’er the water springs.
The crocus, hyacinth, and snowdrop bloom 
In the trim gardens, and a faint perfume 
Rises like incense. Troops of daffodils 
Wave brightening in the sunshine. O’er the hills 
Thou scattercst daisies, and in meadows low 

Bidd’st the sweet violets blow.
Joy ! joy, 0 , Spirit! thou whose bright career
Is one perpetual triumph over fear
And death and sorrow. Speed thee on thy way.
Hark ! from her prison-house of snows young May 
Cries for deliverance. Break the icy bars,
Give to the flowers their Queen, thou child of Southern stars.

In the Arcadian heavens where Beauty smiles 
Forever, in the isles 

Of the immortals, tropical and vast,
Far to the South, where snow-white mountains cast 
Transparent, milky shadows, tremulous,
And Spirits, over death victorious,
On thrones of alabaster sit supreme,
And L o v e  D iv i n e  shines like a sun, whose gleam 
Of undulating splendor fills the sphere 
With visioned forms of beauty, which appear 
With every change more glorious, thou wert born,
0 , Spirit of the South Wind, when young Morn 
Herself awoke ; and thou wert cradlod where 
The undulating bosom of the air 
Is tremulous with love. Thou did’st receive 
Thy swiftness where inspired celestials breathe 
Their hearts away in tenderness divine.
Thy wings were energized with strength sublime
Where all the rustling airs their plumes unfold, 
Within that shrine of crystal and of gold 
Where thoughts originate, where Wisdom, bright 
With the clear vision of the Infinite,
Utters the secrets of eternal truth.
Joy taught thee music. Thy immortal youth 
Is older than the Himalayan snow.
From land to land like morning thou dost go.
A floating Benediction, from thy mouth 
Breathing delight, O, Spirit of the South!

Before thy gentle breath the thunders die 
Thou whisperest, and the lightnings harmlessly 
Dance in the golden zenith. Thou dost tame 
The angry sea. Far o’er the level mam,
As on a floor of sapphire, thou dost pass.
Now thou art gone, Wind of the South! a las! 
My heart forgets its music and the spell 
Of song is broken. Spirit sweet, farewell!

N k w  O r l e a n s , February, 1854.

A n o e l s  o n  E a r t h .— In sickness there is no hand like a 
woman’s hand—no heart like a woman s heart no eye s 
untiring-no hope so fervent. Woman by a sick man’s couch 
is divinity impersonated. . . .

NEW YORK CONFERENCE OF SPIRITUALISTS 
Beported Phonographically by T. J. Ellinwood.

On Tuesday evening, Feb. 21st, a crowded audience assembled at Dod 
worth’s Hall, in Broadway, opposite Eleventh Street.

Isaac C. P ray said that some who enter into the investigation of the 
subject of Spiritualism have the idea that they are going to arrive at the 
whole truth in a very short period of time, and seem to suppose that it is 
like some of the creeds, which simply require their devotees to believe cer
tain articles of faith. This is a mistaken notion, as all who have closely 
investigated the subject are aware. No one has arrived at any thing like 
the fullness of truth ; but each one, as he investigates, finds himself ad
vancing in knowledge, his faculties expanding, and a kind of inspiration 
taking possession of him. To his own surprise and that of his friends, he 
changes his course of life, and abandons many of the vices to which he is 
addicted. It is not necessary that persons should sit in circles in order to 
have these changes take place; they have merely to be awake to the fact 
that Spirits do communicate with m ortals; and having become satisfied of 
it, their faculties, which have been smothered by education and the con
ventionalities of society, at once begin to unfold. The mere matter of be
lief never yet saved an individual, and never will save one. A belief in 
that which we do not and can not realize can avail us nothing. To merely 
believe that there is a future can do us no good ; but when we know it 
the fact becomes a valuable piece of knowledge to us. We can know that 
there is a future; but it is probable that while we inhabit these forms we 
never will have any absolute knowledge of its beauties, the pursuits of 
Spirits, etc. Yet these are subjects which address themselves to our rea
son, and concerning which wo can draw certain inferences from certain 
facts. If  Spirits communicate, it is reasonable to suppose that they are
engaged in scientific pursuits ; for if they are ablo to use me *--------s -----,
ture to move tables, and to manifest themselves to the people of earth in 
numerous ways, they must be better acquainted with those forces than 
they were before they left the body.

The speaker contended that there can be nothing supernatural. There is 
no such thing as accident. Every thing that occurs had a cause when the 
very creation commenced. You can not get at the real causes of things un
less you go to their primal causes; and by doing so you will find that 
what you call chance is direct and universal, and not “ special providence.” 
There is no “ special providence.” The same power sustains the violet 
beneath the oak that sustains the oak itself.

The speaker observed that the spiritual phenomena either form one uni
versal lie, or it is true that Spirits of the departed do communicate with 
mortals. The invisible power which produces these phenomena invariably 
claims to be Spirits of departed persons. This being the case, either the 
mediums are all liars, or nature is a liar, unless the claim is true ; and as 
there are very few persons, if any, that believe that human beings are so 
dishonest as mediums must be to carry on such a stupendous piece of de
ception, unless they admit that Spirits do communicate, they must allow 
that nature lies. In what has nature ever been found to lie before 1 Are 
not her laws invariable on every other subject 1 

After having written against Spiritualism for two or three years, the 
speaker visited a circle in Providence, where he saw a table move, being 
operated on by no visible power. AVhen he entered the circle he resolved 
to submit to be humbugged, and that he would investigate the proceedings 
afterward. He attributed his success to the spirit of fairness with which 
he entered on the investigation, laying aside, as ho did, all feelings of prej
udice. He had seen a gentleman, who holds a high position in ono of the 
professions, hold his fingers in tho flame of a lamp six times sufficiently 
long to seriously burn the flesh of any person in his normal condition, and 
yet declare that the lamp was not lighted. The same gentleman had been 
seen by the speaker to snap a glass cigar-tube betweon bis teeth, without 
cutting his mouth at all. On another occasion, this same medium was 
prevented from drinking brandy with some friends whom he treated to that 
beverage. He has also been caused to use a surgeon’s knife to cut the 
back of his own hand in a remarkably skillful manner. These things, that 
seem so wonderful in this age of the world, will excite no wonder twenty 
years hence.

The speaker was satisfied that man has an internal nature, immediately 
allied to tho spiritual world, and that that spiritual world is here, there, 
and everywhere.

The speaker thought that instead of looking to some far-off planet or 
sun for a heaven, we had better sit down and study to ascertain what the 
human mind is, what us ruiiciioim-aco, - - « , « ■  • •**» mhul »« ti>«
Mind that created it. How much superior it is to this external flesh, bone, 
and muscle, which, at longest, exist but about a hundred years!

Dr. J ohn F . G ray spoke at considerable length concerning the reliability 
of matters uttered by writing, speaking, personating, and seeing mediums.

He maintained that there were no absolutely certain means of knowing 
that the productions of such mediums originated in the spiritual world; 
still less is it possible, in his judgment, to determine tho identity or even 
the presence of a Spirit purporting to communicate in any case through 
any medium whatsoever.

The Doctor considers tho fact that Spirits do communicate made out 
conclusively by the physical phenomena; such, for example, as the crea
tion of temporary organizations of a tangible and visible nature ; the exe
cution of writings without the aid of persons in the form; the production 
of sounds of various descriptions; and the moving of ponderous bodies in 
like condition as to the personal assistance, either as to mind or muscles, 
of human beings in tho earth-form. But in reference to all purely mental 
enunciations proceeding from mediums of any description, and especially 
those from speaking and seeing mediums, he maintains with earnest co
gency, that it is impossible for us to know whether they are simply spirit
ual or simply natural in their authorship, or a mixture from both sources.
In support of this position he cites tho facts of “ Psychology,” as publicly 
exhibitdc by Dr. Brown Williams, Dr. Dods, and others. He thinks the 
impressions or visions of the mediums as to the identity, or even as to the 
presence, of Spirits, tho very weakest kind of evidence which occurs in 
the phenomena usually called spiritual ; inasmuch as tho state of trance, 
near akin to dreaming, nightmare, etc., pertains to all shades of medium 
ship, and as the power of the medium to discriminate between actual facts 
and mere fantasies of his or her organs of sense is deeply impaired by the 
very existence of that state.

The Doctor described the physical signs of the trance state, and main
tained that these signs were detectible in every exercise of true medium 
ship, especially in the temperature of the skin of the medium, in tho state 
of the muscular system as to voluntary motion, and in the condition and 
action of the pupils and balls of the eyes. Even in the rapping medium 
he thinks these signs are observable to some slight degreo.

From his whole experience and observation in clairvoyance, trance
speaking, spirit-personation, writing through mediums, and also in rapping 
communications, the speaker concludes that the matters uttered are to be 
received only fo r  the sake o f  the truths they manifestly contain; pre
cisely as we judge of the value of what we hear or read from any anonymous 
source. He maintains that it is as unsafe as it is unwise to take Spirit-enun
ciations as authority for opinion or conduct in any case whatsoever, whether 
ancient or modern ; that they can only properly have weight with us when 
they coincide fully, without fear or favor, without prejudice or predilection, 
with our pure reason, with the intuitions of our affections, and at the 
same time with coldest logical results of our intellectual faculties.

Concerning the trance state being a characteristic condition in all me 
diumship, the speaker cited the details of ancient history respecting oracu 
lar responses through the pythonesses and sybils, whieh coincided with 
the phenomena of modern Spiritualism; and also the spiritual exercises 
and their trance results in Ignatius Loyola, and his disciples of the Jesuits 
the ecstasies of Madame Guyon, and her disciples, including Fenelon, the 
experience in clairvoyance and trance-speaking of Geo. Fox and the Qua 
keTs of all kinds; the proceedings of John of Munster, and the trances of 
the Methodists of our own times.

As a warning against receiving as authoritative the results of trance of 
any kind, he mentions the modifications of laws and public acts, especially 
of a warlike character, which the most ancient records of the race abun 
dantly show to have arisen from the oracles. Also, he cited the injurious 
form which the very earliest fathers gave to the Christian Church, making 
it a machine for coercing and benumbing the reason and love of mankind, 
by means of their own blind reception and obedience of whatsoever came 
from persons in the trance state. The fruits of this stupendous mistake 
ranging from the time of Saint Ignatius to Loyola his namesake, 1300 
years, including the crusades, were th# denial and horrible persecution of 
the doctrine of Rights as belonging to man, and the insertion into the 
minds of consecutive myriads of millions, for all these dreary ages not yet 
closed, of the fallacy that power, absolute, irresponsible power, and obe
dience absolute and unreasoning, were and are the only pillars of human 
safety end hsppttiess.

The speaker warned Spiritualists against the danger of receiving as 
true any thing that was said by or through a medium, because such say 
ings were accompanied by the unusual facts stupidly called miracles. 
Whatever the demonstrations might be, however terrible, or curious,

lovely, we must hold to our inalienable prerogative of distilling all things 
through the alembic of our reason; of bringing all claims to faith and obe
dience before the calm, stern tribunal of our own internal faculty of legi: 
lation. I f  Spiritualism could not stand these tests, let it fall! .Love, Fra 
ternity, Truth, and Liberty belong to immortal Manhood;’ and whatsoever 
abates these in any of their spontaneous workings retards progress, light; 
the fires of persecution anew, and upbuilds physical and moral despotisms 
of all kinds.

(The speaker read from notes, which he spoke of publishing at some 
future day.)
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Dr. Hallock said that the class of phenomena of which we have re 
cently had a few specimens, had suggested some thoughts which dwelt in 
his mind with a good deal of earnestness during the last week or two 
and inasmuch as some were present who were at the last Conference, and 
exhibited manifestations of pain and sorrow at the course pursued by him 
self on that occasion, he was induced to earnestly, kindly, and candidly 
state some of the reasons for his doing as he did. He thought that all 
would agree that the particular business which calls the Conference to
gether on Tuesday evenings is of grand import, and that it involves very 
serious considerations. If  it be true that Spirits communicate truth it is 
of vast importance; and if it bq,an error, it is certainly of great conse
quence. It seemed to him that the legitimate object for which the meet
ing was called into existence was, that persons should take the stand as 
witnesses to the alleged facts connected with spiritual manifestations 
which may have fallen under their observation. I f  such be the case the 
character of the witness is of some importance—his competency and capa
city become a matter of some consequence; and it seemed to the speaker

' one has any business to so demean himself as to weaken th« r___t.iucjice ujiTue suujeci m lavor oj ....... rJiYJ1 «"given.
He thought that if we have incarnated within us a ray of light which has 
nev^beforc appeared above the horizon, we have no right to put that 
light under a bushel, or to throw mists around i t ; but it is our duty to 
place it on a candlestick, and on a hill, for the benefit of tho surrounding 
nations. He agreed with Dr. Gray, that this peculiar class of manifesta
tions must be referred to one of three causes. That is, they may be in
duced by Spirits, or by self-magnetization, or be caused by ihe magnetic 
influence of surrounding and more positive minds.

The speaker alluded to a small work published at Auburn, during the 
early stages of spiritual manifestations, containing a plain, unvarnished 
statement of facts concerning them, and laying no claim to any of the 
graces of literature, but which created a marked sensation in the minds of 
tho people, and which was sought for by them with great avidity. The 
peaker contended that if  the statements in the book were of just such 

manifestations as were witnessed at the last Conference, the impression 
made would have been difierent, and the testimony of the witnesses would 
have been worthless, and the skeptic, instead of being converted by it, 

ould have been sunk still deeper in his skepticism. He was sure that if 
he, or any one olse, should stand up and relate his experience, controvert
ing the experience of an audience composed of skeptics, and then should 
tell them he believed that Henry Clay, William Shakspeare, and Daniel 
Webster addressed them at the two previous meetings, his testimony would 
not weigh with them in the least. He did not wish to bo understood as 
saying that he thought these manifestations the work of conscious decep
tion on the part of the mediums who gave thorn ; but he knew that ihese 
things could be done by boys and girls before the boy and girl who spoke 
last Tuesday evening were born. It is a nice distinction, and ono we 
shall never bo able to define precisely—the difference between that which 
can be done by a Spirit in the form, and one out of the form. They are 
Spirits and immortal beings in either caso. Tho lines of distinction are 
as nice as those that mark the colors cf the rainbow. As believers, and 
in our social circles, it makes not the slightest difference what tho claims 
of any medium may be respecting the origin of what is said; for we arc 
satisfied that Spirits do communicate; but as witnesses beforo tho world, 
the case is entirely dif.erent.

Spiritualists stand before the world as witnesses in this great movement, 
and are surrounded by skeptics, who are earnest inquirers in reference to 

So the fundamental question is, “ Do Spirits communicate with mor
tals!” It is not necessary to take facts of a doubtful origin. Here is a 
class of manifestations, the origin of which can not be doubted, which ap
peal to the senses, and which persons can not gainsay. He should not 
think that because we have had tests sufficient to satisfy us of the spiritual 
'■"•‘» o f  these thinas. we may desert the field of investigation. Wo should 
remember that there is a hungry world asking, riot for delicacies and lux
uries to gratify tho appetites of a spiritual epicure, but for the bread of life 
that is coming down from Heaven.

Mr. Lkvi took the platform for the purpose of making known his appre
hensions that if  manifestations were encouraged at tho public Conference, 
impositions would be practiced by some professing to be mediums, and 
presented some reasons for entertaining those apprehensions.

Mr. P ray said that he was spoken to on the previous Tuesday evening 
by Mr. Levi, who expressed a doubt as to the presence of Henry Clay and 
Wm. Shakspeare, to which he made a somewhat cavalier reply, “ That 
we know very little about this subject.” He himself did not think that 
either of them was present; but, at the same time, there were certain 
phenomena. Mr. P. had seen much and had heard much in circles, and 
he believed that when Spirits realty do communicate, the wiser sort do not 
give their names. The more you investigate the more this fact becomes 
known. You have to use your reason, and judge of the sentiments them
selves. Spirits desire to free the world from authority. Man’s reason 
too long has been crushed by the mere say-so of this Casar and that 
Casar, this king and that king, this book and that book, this catechism and 
that catechism! There has always been some authority. Now the high
est authority given to the individual is this same mind of ours, of which 
we know so little, and the affinities of which, with the other minds of the 
race and the Original Mind, we do not understand. Now, as to the young 
lady, although the speaker did not fully believe that Henry Clay addressed 
the assembly through her agency, yet you must have observed that per 
haps a moro graceful exhibition could scarcely be conceived. No actress 
—not even llachel—ever displayed more grace, dignity, and self-possession. 
That she was totally unconscious the speaker could not doubt. It has 
been said that she was surprised to find herself upon the platform. What 
was it that took her into the desk! Gentlemen may say they think it was 
not Henry Clay, but they do not know what Henry Clay is—they dp not 
know what mind is. We do not know what matter is. Until we can tel! 
what mind is, and its affinities arc, how difficult it must bo to know the 
relations of the aggregated minds of the departed and of the living to each 
other, and to tho Deity! How much or how little these mediums may 
have been influenced by a power beyond themselves no one can say. The 
boy-medium believed a Spirit spoke through him, and he submitted to the 
influence; he spoke because he was led to speak. So the speaker himself 
was now speaking, not because he desired to, but because some power 
urged him to do so. Where (Joes that power reside! It is not important 
who it is that speaks, but what it is that is spoken. When any one 
speaks, Jehovah speaks; for if his power did not act, the mind and body 
would instantly fall apart. Each one can be greater than any who has a 
name, if he wills it. We need not rest on names, but we should gain 
wisdom, and live in accordance with the privileges given to us individually 
by a bountiful Creator.

Ira B. Davis felt as though it was his duty to say a few words. He 
had been a little pained by some of the remarks that had been made. He 
had paid considerable attention to the subject of Spiritualism, and had 
come to the conclusion that the manifestation« do emanate from persons 
who once inhabited the human form; and from the multitude of evidence 
he had received, he had made up his mind that when Spirits cast off the 
flesh, they retain the sentiments which they entertained here; and if this be 
a fact, why should people feel so shocked if Spirits do tell us ridiculous 
things, and assume great names! For his part he was delighted to wit 
ness such demonstrations, and to see people humbugged, because he be
lieved that if all the manifestations received from Spirits could be relied 
upon, we should soon lose our individuality and become idiots, instead of 
exercising our own reason, as Spirits generally teach us that we should 
Any thing that will not bear th« most rigid scrutiny ought to ba rejected 
Communications that are given in a dictatorial manner, and accompanied 
by high-sounding names, the speaker looks upon with suspicion, and is 
disposed to examine more closely; for his observation had taught him 
that, as a general thing, they possess less real worth than those that pur
port to come from a humbler source. He always receives a communica 
tion for what it is worth, without regard to the origin claimed for it. Wi 
deserve to be humbugged, unless we examine these things before receiving 
them. The question with him was not, "Did Shakspeare and Henry 
Clay speak but, “ Was there any thing valuable in what the young lady 
and boy said ?”

The speaker said he hardly ever has the pleasure of agreeing with any 
body. People get tip and advocate principles adverse to bis belief; but 
he considered that he should only show his weakness by finding fault with

them. Knowing that different individuals possess different organizations 
he could expect nothing else but that they would differ in opinion.

A man takes the rostrum and says it is necessary that we should make 
great sacrifices, and acknowledge that we believe an unpopular doctrine, 
or the purpose of illustrating a great truth. It might be a sacrifice for 

some to defend what they consider to be true, but to the speaker it was 
not. He was frank to acknowledge that he came there, being impelled by 
the purest feeling of selfishness, and that he was actuated by the same 
motive in every act he performed. Every thing he performs is done be
cause it gives him more pleasure than pain, and more pleasure than any 
other course would. He believed that every man is actuated by the same 
feeling of selfishness in every thing he does. The speaker considered it a 
mischievous error that men should teach that man is naturally evil, and 
that if he does any good at all he must do it at a sacrifice. He believed 
such teachings had led men into more error than any other cause. Not
withstanding the speaker was what the world calls an infidel, till he was 
converted to a belief in immortality by spiritual manifestations, at the same 
time he admired the principles taught by Jesus, and considered that the 
Bible contained many good and truthful precepts; and now the Spirits 
reiterate those sentiments, and tell us we must reduce them to practice. 
He could not see the necessity of laboring so hard to make men believe in 
the reality of spiritual manifestations, unless the good they teach is to be 
reduced to practice. Spirits arc endeavoring to unite mankind as a com
mon brotherhood, and to sweep away all antagonisms existing among 
them. This can not be done until a change takes place in the conditions 
of society. We find that a few individuals claim to own the whole earth, 
while the rest of mankind are their slaves. Can there be such a thing as 
brotherhood, where such a state of things exists!
degrading positions, and leading the most vicious __flwi m

reform and be reunited to society, and yet there is no means by which 
their wishes can be gratified. What is Spiritualism worth to us, unless 
we can make it of some use in removing these evils!

The speaker suggested the idea that the Spiritualists of New York should 
establish some branch of industry, and thus afford employment to those 
parties desirous of changing their mode of life and reforming their charac
ters. This would bo carrying out the principles of Spiritualism, and 
laying the foundation for some real good, and would prepare us to enjoy 
that real felicity which it is impossible for us to enjoy so long as society 

in its present condition.
Dr. Hallock again took the platform, and said ho had a fact to state 

illustrative of the practical working of Spiritualism. On the evening pre
vious, by invitation, he attended a gathering at the house of a friend, the 
object of which was to distribute among his workmen a certain per centage 
of his profits of the preceding year. He saw there a large number of 
girls and boys, and young men and women. There were between four 
and five hundred dollars distributed among a hundred or more operatives, 

addition to their regular weekly wages. This employer is a Spiritual- 
. His laborers could hardly believe him when he declared to them his 

intention of sharing his profits with them. Tho speaker supposed that 
this same gentleman was only waiting for navigation to open so that he 
could obtain brick and mortar to build an institution which will have for 
its object the establishing of a home for, and affording employment to, 
those who desire to change their vicious mode of life for one that is hon
orable. This plan, now in successful operation, and the one in contempla
tion, may legitimately be ascribed to the influence of Spiritualism 

The speaker thought he saw in that operation the beginning of a most 
glorious end, because it must be imitated, iit isniuch as it combines two of 
the strongest motives impelling men—innate henevolenco as well as selfish- 

If this plan of dividing the profits of an establishment with the
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APPEALS TO A DOUBTER.
. w,hi?h wiJ iJ»  r.ead with jnterest, was addressed tous by an esteemed friend from Washington. The lines com .in .j • 

ofUtrha[pno!tt0 haVC bCen UWerCd by the ŜÍrU ° f  Burn8’ are ^
Messrs. P artridge and Brittan ;

, - unworthy 
kith  January, 1854.

operatives employed in it is successful, those adopting it must secure the 
best labor, because laborers will be attracted to tho employer who holds 
out the greatest inducements; for this reason those men who will not 
dopt the plan from the first and nobler motive, will be impelled to by the 

latter.
The speaker said, among the remarkable sayings of Jesus is the follow

ing: “ The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took 
and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.” The 
agency of the woman was confined to the putting of the haven into the 
meal. The leaven must do the rest. No art of hers cou!! aid its opera
tion. It seemed to him that our efficiency as Spiritualist: is in the same 
direction, to aid in introducing the “ kingdom of hqayen” into the hearts 
«f .non. and let it work there un tin t lcavens our common humanity.

LECTURES AT UTICA-
Messrs. E ditors:

The two lectures delivered at this place l«y Judge Edmonds and fir. 
Dexter on the 30th and 31st ultimo, were listened to by crowded hou- es, 
with (he most earnest and respectful attention.' Every nook a».-.] corner 
of tho large room, Concert Hall, used for the occasion were filled, and the 
seats and aisles were crammed to their full capacity, and the character of 
the audience was gratifying to the Spiritualists of our city.

The lectures of both evenings were opened by Dr. Dexter by appropri 
ate prayer.

Judge Edmonds spoke about an hour and a half the first evening, and 
about an hour on the second, in which he laid down the general principles 
of our well-grounded doctrines in his peculiarly plain and lucid manner. 
In the course of his lectures the Judge related several instances of spirit
ual presence and intelligence in such a calm and reasonable manner, that 
many scoffers who came to deride went home to think, and since that time 
some of them have earnestly solicited an opportunity to witness tho evi
dences of the new dispensation.

The position taken by the Judge is admitted by some of our best minds 
to’be impregnable. He'asserted that ponderable bodies are moved without 
any visible cause, and that intelligence is manifested by these movements ; 
and then invited the educated and capable of those who heard him to in
vestigate for themselves, and then explain these occurrences, if they could, 
upon any other than tho spiritual doctrine.

The advent of Judge Edmonds and Dr. Dexter has made an impression 
on the public mind, and my only fear is that Spiritualism may become 
fashionable, and by falling into tho hands of superficial converts, it may 
suffer from the ignorance and consequent fanaticism of sucli supporters.

Judge E. and Dr. D. occupied rooms at Baggs’ Hotel, and held their 
levees there. The spiritual clement in our city must be much moro 
active than it was supposed to be, for during their stay here these gentle
men had acoastant crowd of seemingly anxious inquirers pouring in upon 
them.

On the evening of tho 31st ult., after the lecture, a largo circle was 
gathered together, at the house of Mr. T., one of our prominent brothers 
(who can render a reason for the hope that is in him), at which Judge E. 
and Dr. D. were present. During the evening, Mrs. Van Dusen, a speak
ing medium, was entranced, and delivered a very beautiful exposition of 
the words, “ Love to God and good-will to man.”

Lord Bacon discoursed philosophically through Dr. D., and taught the 
true meaning of the word “ Progression.” Looking back to the time when 
man was a mere animal, beastly, selfish, and savage, he gradually brought 
us up to the present time, showing us all our changes, physical, menial, 
and spiritual—the true progression, typical of that constant advance to 
which we are heirs in the realms above. The Judge then, inspired by some 
heavenly intelligence, took up, all unconscious, the theme of progression 
where it had been left by the other medium, and pointed out in glowing 
colors and living words the progress of the skies—that progress which 
each soul must make itself, by active virtue and by practical love to man 

Spiritualism is in the keeping of cautious and inquiring minds in this 
place, and is now in a healthy condition, and we shall use all our efforts 
to keep it free from foolish enthusiasm.

Very respectfully, yours in Truth, k a p p .

U t i c a , Feb. 4, 1854.

QUERIES FOR W. S. COURTNEY.
St . Louis, Mo., Jan. 13, 1854.

Mr. W. S. Courtney, in tho 88lh Number of the Spiritual T eleoraph, 
says, “ Goodness or love is divine spiritual substance * * * * ’’ and 
“ It is a property of love and wisdom that they do not grow less by being 
given or imparted to others.”

It seems to me contradictory in itself. If  love is substance, when im 
parted to others it must diminish in quantity in the individual that imparts
it (at least for the time being).

A friend, having delivered a lecture on the Harmonial Philosophy on the 
preceding evening, remarked that his mind was as blank as it possibly 
could be in consequence.

Is not this emanation from the brain (or mind) the*substance, or love 
and wisdom 1

In kindness I would submit this for Mr. Courtney’s consideration.
Yours, in love, w. holy.

Among many very beautiful communications from the Spir
it-world, which have recently come under my own personal 
observation, is the following, spoken on the evening of the
24th inst., at Washington city, through Mr.'------ , medium,
and purporting to come from the Spirit of the R ev .__ —, an
intimate and devoted friend, when in the form, of the medium’s 
family. It was addressed to a gentleman present, who had 
for some days previous expressed many doubts, not- so much 
of the truth of Spiritualism itself, as of the doctrines taught by 
the Spirits—their identity, their messages, and the assertions 
and promises they often make to man in regard to worldly af
fairs. Its beauty of expression and purity of sentiment none 
can deny; it presents, however, no test of Spiritualism, but 
such as it is, you are at liberty to give it to your readers if 
you think proper:

“  L E T  H I M  W H O  D O U B T S , B S  A  D O U B T E R  N O  M O R E .

“ Canst thou measure the height of the sky with a span ?
The unfathomed abyss canst thou sound 1 

4ReIrfiPtf/k.BanjK.tbep.how.canst .thou scan ?
At the deeds by perfection achieved; *

Though storms, clouds, and darkness now ’round him entwine, 
When Time drops his pinions, effulgent he’ll shine,

And thy bosom of doubts he relieved.
“ Then doubt no more; for as thy soul liveth, so shall this light shine 

upon thee and upon thy house, making thy pathway bright, cheering thee 
in thy hours of darkness, bringing comfort and peace to thy bosom; and 
when thou shalt be called lo take thy place with those who have passed 
before thee, thou shall lie ready. Then doubt no more. Cast all shadows 
from thy soul, and receive in all meekness and love that which has been 
sent thee. Oh 1 you know riot tho blessings which you cast from you 
when you close your heart against tho teachings which hava been given 
you.

"Y ou are now about to part from those wiih whom you have been in 
such sweet communion. Their hearts and feelings havo mingled with 
yours, and when far from thee they will often, often think of the hours 
you have spent with them. Then when thy mind reverts to the scenes 
which have been placed before thee here, doubt no more.

As tho cherished friend of those who arc so dear to me, shall my 
Spirit hover over thee and thine, watching, aiding, and upholding thee; 
teaching thee in the silent watches of the night to turn thine eyes upward; 
teaching thee to look for consolation to the only Source from which it can 
be given; teaching thee to place thy trust on the Rock of Ages; and when 
thy staff on earth is broken, He will uphold thee still. Then doubt no 
more.”

A few moments after the foregoing was delivered, there 
were addressed to the same gentlemen, through the same me
dium, the following lines, which are certainly very much in 
the style of Burns ; and whatever the skeptic may think, I am 
satisfied, and can assure him, they did not e/nanate from tl. ? 
medium himself. As a poetical effusion they are not remark
able, but taken in connection with the circumstances, they are 
worthy of notice. They were spoken as fast as I could 
write them :

“ My frien’, before ye gang away,
I one sma’ word to you would say,

’Tis, ‘ Doubt no more.’
Where’er your lot in life is cast,
The anchor hope will hold you fast,

You may be sure.
“ But if these teachings you reject,
Much h«pjj¡messjou m ^ x p e c t ----------- -  “ „
I’ll e’er conclude as I began,
And say to you, my bonny man,

O h ! doubt no more.”
Just at this moment, the gentleman who had been thus ex

horted to “ Doubt no more,” inquired if Fannie, a Spirit who 
professed to be one of his guardians, and from whom he had 
often received communications, had nothing to say to him ; 
when the following was written out through the hand of an
other medium present:

" From more than one kind words were given 
To tum thy truant heart to Heaven;
And though you sent me from your side.
No evil can your steps betide,
For I am with you as before,
And whisper s t i l l ,  to * Doubt no more.’ F a n n i e . ”

To the skeptic, who will call the foregoing but the ebulli
tion of a diseased fancy, or the production of a lunatic, I have 
nothing to sa y ; but to the candid reader, the one who is will
ing to investigate without prejudice, and receive the truth un
tinctured with fanaticism, I would say, Examine the subject 
with sincerity, and you will “ d o u b t  no m o r e "  b.

A WARNING VOICE.
A very respectable lady in this city, who has never been in the habit of 

sitting in circles, has recently been developed as a writing medium, and is 
receiving frequent communications purporting to emanate from Washington 
and others. The communications chiefly relate to subjects of great public 
importance, though we aTC not quite sure that the prophetic announce
ments which they contain will be strictly verified by coming events. We 
subjoin an extract from one of the communications. The reader can judge, 
as well as we can, respecting the probable source of the following.—E d.

Tell my children that they have all gone out of the way; 
they have forgotten my example; they regard not my warn
ings. I have moved before them, but they have not seen m e;
I have spoken, but they have not heard ; I have chastised, but 
they will not heed. They are left to their own folly. Before 
the earth’s revolution of 1856 is complete, the last bugle will 
sound over the grave of their freedom! for ‘they are given 
over to their mercenary spirits, and will not suffer their eyes 
(o be opened to view their own shame. They have sickened 
heaven with their folly; they will return when it is too late, 
and cry when they can not be heard.

You must warn them of their danger ; for the hour is at 
hand when they will have no voice in their land equal to the 
emergency of the time ; for there shall be such tribulation as 
has not been since the waters covered the earth. Moreover, 
the whole world will be in commotion, and the heathen shall 
reign and rule with rods of iron, and man shall not know his 
fellow-man, because his name will have been blotted out from 
the book of Nature. He will dwell with the Beast, and will
not be known in the land of his fathers..............  He will be
subject to the authority of the Beast, whose power will cover 
the earth and those that dwell therein. He [the Beast] will 
conquer the saints and deliver them unto death, for the day is 
at hand when He that sitteth on the throne shall open the seals 
of the great book, and the Beast shall come forth having 
power to bind the saints, and there shall be none to deliver 
them out of his hand.

Deliver unto my children this message; they have need to 
prepare, for the day of battle is at hand.

GEORGE WASHINGTON.
Question by the Medium.—Who is the Beast?
Answer.—The Beast is the Pope of Rome, who has now 

a hold on your land that no earthly power can break. He 
has more influence than is known to your people. He holds 
the world within his grasp, and men are sleeping near the 
precipice. The first alarm will plunge them into the abjss. 
The alarm will be given when they are b e y o n d  redemption. 
They will awake to a sense of their danger when demerance 
is past and there shall be none to save!OtOROS WASHINGTON,
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SPIRIT-RAPPINGS AMONG THE FRENCH.
The Paris correspondent of the Cincinnati Gazette furnishes 

the following account of a practical and ingenious^application 
of the “ Spirit-rappings” in the  ̂gay capital of France. ^  e 
copy the article without indorsing the nsc made of the agency, 
any more than we approve of the stupid credulity of those 
who are ready to do any thing that an inv isib le  intelligence 

may please to command.— E d .
Among the recent circumstances of an extraordinary character broue it 

about by the agency of Spirit-rappings, the following, whic is aut entic, 
and which occurred somewhat in the following manner, maj ecite 
D. is a rich proprietor, very avaricious, and of an original ciiaracter. 
is a widower, and father of one child, Mademoiselle Hortense, a y 
and handsome girl, and as intellectual as handsome. Idle, and not know
ing to what distraction to devote himself, M. D. had become enamored of 
the rapping Spirits; bis only occupation was to make the tables talk, and 
he had arrived at the blindest and most complete degree of fanaticism. 
However, in the midst of his magic interviews with the mahogany, the 
ebony, and his lemonade bottle, the father found time to think of marrying 
his daughter; a choice must be made for her, and one fine day he an 
nounccd to her his intention of giving her for husband M. Adolphe.

M. Adolphe suited the father perfectly; he was an estimable young 
man, well connected, and who would be content with a marriage portion 
of sixty thousand francs—a sum disproportioned to the large fortune of
the av&ricioun p r o p r i r t o r .  H u t  M .  A.1..11'l,«. A,.l < ' » '  • " > '  11 r
tense, who hail made a choice for herself, ami who loved M. Alfred. 
Knowing how inflexible her father was in his wishes, Mademoiselle Hor
tense took the greatest care not to manifest the least opposition ; she re
sponded with a submissive air and an ingenious artifice:

« I accept without hesitation the husband you have chosen, dear father, 
for without doubt you did not make the selection till aftcr.having consult 
ed your table.”

“  You believe, then, in the tables 1’’ demanded the father, delighted that 
his daughter should share bis passion. v

“ And how could I not believe after having been a witness of your beau
tiful and decisive experiments 1 I believe so strongly in it that I should 
regard a marriage as unfortunate which should not have received the ap
probation of the rapping Spirits.”

“ You aro right. W here has been my head, that I did not think ot con
sulting the oracle on an affair so important! But it is time yet. Let us 
make the table ta lk ; it will approve, I doubt not, the choice which I have 
made, and in any case I owe it to iny convictions to decide in conformity 
to its directions.”

“ Very well,” responded Mademoiselle Hortense, “ I promise you the 
same obedienco.”

They called up the Spirit, which was just what the young lady wanted, 
for she had placed herself in intelligence with the table, and rehearsed 
the answers which it was‘to give, so that when the father demanded,

“ Have I done well in choosing M. Adolphe as husband of my daugh
ter 1” The table responded “ N° ” .

“ Should I then relinquish this choice 1” “ Yes !”
“ You see, my good father, how well we have done to consult the table. 

Wrho knows all the misfortunes that this union might have brought 1 
“  The decree is formal, and must be obeyed,” said the father with a 

gloomy resignation.
“ But, dear father,” replied Hortense, in a. caressing tone, “ since you 

have the thought of marrying me, and that we arc in the train of consul
tation, why should we not demand of the table to designate the husband I 
ought to many V’

“ W e will,” responded the father, who was pleased with the conversa
tion. #

M. D. and his daughter named all the young men of their acquaintance, 
who were candidates for marriage. M. Charles, M. Eugene, M. Gustave, 
M. Arthur, M. Emilien, M. Victor, M. Ernest, M. Frederick. The table 
responded continually, “ No.”

At last Mademoiselle Hortense named Mr. Alfred, the table responded 
“ Yea.’’

“ M. Alfrcdl” said the father with a disdainful air, “ that is certainly 
i the last one I should have thought of. And you?”

“ Me, dear father, I must obey; th ■ table has spoken. 1 will marry no
body but M. Alfred.”

“ Very well, we shall see.”
“ W hat do you wait for?” asked the young girl.
“ Is this marriage then so pressing ?” asked the father.
“ It is for the table to say,” responded modestly Mademoiselle Hortense 
The table responded that the marriage wa3 to take place in a month.
The next day M. Alfred received an invitation to dinner. His lesson 

was rehearsed. The young man showed himself as great a fanatic in his 
love of the rapping Spirits as Monsieur D. himself, which was no more 
than just, for he owed the table the gratitude which this fanaticism im 
posed. The ardent zeal and intelligent enthusiasm which he employed 
gained him the esteem and the affection of his future father-in-law.

All parties being agreed, the preparations for the marriage proceeded 
rapidly. When the time for preparing the contract arrived, M. D. an
nounced to his future son-in-law that he proposed to give him as marriage 
portion, sixty thousand francs. M. Alfred was one of those young men 
of the latter days with whom the most tender passion never obscured the 
bill of interests. The sum seemed small, and he replied,

“ I shall willingly content myself with that, if the Spirit, which I con
sult in all my affairs, says that this portion is sufficient and reasonable.

The table interrogated on this subject, and of which M. D. himself 
demanded if the sixty thousand francs were not enough, answered “ N o !” 

“ Very well, rapping Spirits, fix yourself the figures of the portion in 
rappingonce for each ten thousand francs,” said M. Alfred.

The table raised one foot and struck twenty times. That made two 
hundred thousand francs. M. D. recoiled; but the oracle had spoken 
the believer was bound to obey, fie was obstinate ; but earnest suppli
cations vanquished his avarice, and he signed the contract.

Thus, thanks to the rapping Spirits, Mademoiselle Hortense was ena
bled to espouse, with two hundred thousand francs, the young man whom 
(he loved.

A SPIRIT-DAUGHTER T o  h e r  m o t h e r .
P aper M ill V illage , N. H., Sept. 20, 1853. 

F riends P artridge and B rittan :
I send you the following communication from a Spirit- 

daughter to her mother, spoken through Mrs. Brigham, talking
medium, of Fitchburg, Mass. :

“ Spirits can not express their joy ! It is joy, joy, soy to see mortals 
learning at Wisdom’s fount, and drinking the waters of life.

My Spirit is in raptures, dear mother, to see you so eagerly grasping 
the water-drops of life. You seek not in vain ; we will help you, and will 
bring others to help you, dear mother. The time draws near when you 
can realize our society—when, as of old, you can converse with us, with 
freedom. At times when you are lonely and sad, we will come as with 
healing on our wings, to take away the sadness from your heart. I loved 
you when on earth. Oil, I love you better in heaven ! When you come, 
you shall realize the happiness of meeting your children. How much, 
my dear mother, do I wish to tell you of our joys, and of the joys of our 
home ! We will some time, and will take you and lend you in green pas
tures and by still waters. Your heart shall rejoice in the good things of 
our home.

“ Angels all your steps attend. ellen.’

Also a comnnmication from the same Spirit— spoken through 
Mrs. M. A. Billings— clairvoyant, Fitchburg, Mass.

“ Mother, bo not satisfied with what you have already obtained from us 
This is nothing in comparison with what will be told you if you put your 
mind on us fearlessly. I see you, with many others, are a little fearful
of bavin tr every one know your true position. Tl.î» 
l»»a »«<»?»>«* »uperstltlon arid darkness have kept it back. Go on fear
l e s s l y  ; this will prosper. Look yonder, you can not behold the beauties 
of the Spirit-world ; but you will not always remain on earth.

“ Throw aside every tiling that serves to bind you. Be free ! Obey 
the call of those who have gone before you. It is us (all) who come in 
the still small voice. You shall always have my presence. Oh, mother, 
ook and see the thousands who are looking down on this little circle ! 
How it rejoices us to see you willing to spend your hours in getting com
munications from us, dear mother. Although they are slow, yet be not 
discouraged. Darkness will not always cover the face of the earth. Ere 
long, superstition and sectarianism will crawl away into one corner of the 
earth and die. Mother, believe it, it will be so. Tell father to investi
gate— study it.. Tell brother, Ellen is not lost—not dead. It was a 
happy change. He feels my presence. No more now. ellen ."

A. P. RICHARDSON.

ERROR, REMORSE, AND INSANITY.
An unfortunate German girl, aged sixteen, was yesterday consigned 

for safe keeping to the lunatic asylum. Her history for the past few 
weeks is full of mournful interest, and will convey to those who may be 
tempted from poverty to leave the path of virtue a truthful and warning 
lesson.

The name of the girl is Nancy Borshay. She has been in the country 
but a short time, earning a precarious subsistence in the vocation of an 
itinerant musician, wandering daily through the streets from tavern to 
tavern; her humble minstrelsy and good looks procured for her many a 
dime, haply preserving unsullied that maiden purity which in the poor and 
unprotected female is a jewel brighter than the famous Koh-i-noor, wh.ch 
sparkles in the imperial diadem of Queen Victoria.

The tempter came, not as usual, in a profligate of the opposite sex, but 
in an abandoned female, who, struck with the beauty and evident inno
cence of her unsuspecting victim, inveigled her into a house of ill-fame, 
where she fell from that high estate to which nothing could again exalt 
her.

An innate modesty, seldom found in persons who have followed her er
ratic and vagabond-like life, was soon shocked at the scenes which in her 
new career daily forced themselves before her, and although ease and lux
ury cast alluring spells upon the dissipation which reigned around her, 
still the contrast of her present guilty to her once lowly and precarious 
but virtuous life was full of mournful reflections. She had not the moral 
courage to fly from the meshes of infamy which had already entangled her 
in its folds, and thus she struggled, a prey to remorse and despair, until 
reason foil from ito throno, and sho wandered from her fatal habitation 
hopeless maniac.

In this state she was found on Thursday night, in a lumber yard on 
Elm Street, near the Canal, by officers Davison and Fitzpatrick, who were 
just in time to rescue her from a gang of rowdies, who, taking advantage 
nf her helpless situation, were about perpetrating an outrage the thought 
of which should

" Make us blush for human nature,
And lain claim kindred with the brutei.”

Cincinnati Columbian.

E D IT E D  BY

HON. J. W. KDMONDS, GEO. T. DEXTER, M.D., AND OWEN O. WARREN.

PARTRIDGE AND BRITT AN,
. 300 B r o a d w a y ,

Are about to commence the publication of a Monthly Periodical bearing 
the above title, and devoted to the cause of S p i r i t u a l i s m .

It will be the purpose of this work to advance Truth in every form and 
shape ; to discuss Radical Moral Reform, Radical Intellectual Reform— 
the Reform of the times—in their political, mercantile, agricultural, and 
mechanical relations; to advocate Liberty, positively and unhesitatingly, 
in the full and in the abstract; to examine the condition of our country in 
every part, as a whole, and in the several States, Counties, Cities, and 
T ow ns; to elevate the existing relations of Society ; to form new rela
tions, based on the principles of Spiritual Philosophy ; and to develop 
those means which shall harmonize every element and instrumentality of 
Society one with another.

From time to time T he S acred C ircle will contain such well-authen
ticated focts as serve to illustrate the laws of the Natural and Spiritual 
Worlds, and also such communications from Spirits as may be intrinsically 
valuable.

The terms of the New Monthly will be $ 2  per annum, strictly in  ad
vance. Subscriptions for six months will be received. All orders for 
the Monthly should be forwarded to Partridge & Brittan. Communications 
intended for the pages of the Magazine should be addressed to the Editors 
care of P. & B., office of the S piritual T eleo raph .

m a m m o t h  c a t a l o g u e .
Steams & Co.’s Mammoth Catalogue, containing a list of more ^  

2,000 BooA's and Prints, will be sent by mail, gratis, to all who may 
order it. Address, Stearns & Co., Publishers, 17 Ann Street, New York

N. B.—S. & Co. continue, as heretofore, to mail books of all kinds, no 
matter by whom published, to all parts of the United States and Canadas, 
free of postage, on receipt of the book-store or retail price.

—i i f c . ----------
LADIES’ IN STITUTE

OF THE
PEY.YSYLYA.MA JIEDICAL l.YIVEUSiTY OF PHILADELPHIA.

The Spring Session commences on the 1st Monday in March. The 
order of instruction in this University embraces a cycle of twenty-four 
branches, taught by twelve Professors, in four distinct courses, comprised 
in two years’ study. Two Sessions, each of four months’ duration, will be 
held in each year.

The entire expenses of the Session will not exceed $100.
For particulars and Denouncements, address,

Jos. S. I.onoshore, M.D., Dean, 
Box 1083, Philadelphia Post-otfice.

»pmttral C ih ra rtj.

M I E R,
MISS ANNETTE BISHOP,

N I A T U R E P A I N T
No. 93 W est  S ixteenth  S treet.

Specimens o f  Miss B ishop’s pictures may be seen by applying to 
the Editor of the T elegraph , 300 Broadway, or at Miss B.’s rooms. tf.

' S U R G E O N  AIVD M E C H A N I C A L  D E N T I S T .

DR. JAMES ROSS respectfully informs his friends and tho public that 
he will hereafter devote his time to the several branches of his art at No 
23 Smith Street, Newark, N. J., where those requiring such professional 
services are cordially invited to call and examine specimens of his mechan
ical and artistic skill, especially 1.1s O ne-block S ets of T eeth , which are 
believed to be superior to any now in use, either in America or Europe. 
Dr. R. will be happy to refer persons who may apply to him to those who> 
after numerous unsuccessful experiments with other dentists, have found 
his one-block set to answer all the purposes of the natural teeth, while 
the imitation of nature is confessedly so perfect as to challenge the closest 
examination.

Dr. Itoss will still continue to manufacture his I ncorruptible T eeth 
fur a limited number of skillful operative dentists. Only such need apply.

if

A n E xtinct A merican R ace.—The following passage, from the 
“ Travels of Humboldt,” possesses more than ordinary interest at the 
present time :

Amid the plains of North America some powerful nation, which has 
disappeared, constructed circular, square, and octagonal fortifications 
walls 6,000 toises in longth; tumuli, from 700 to 800 feet in diameter, and 
HO feet in height, sometimes round, sometimes with several stories, and 
containing thousands of skeletons. The skeletons are tho remains of men 
less slender and more squat than the present inhabitants of those countries 
On a vast space of ground at the Lower Orinoco, as well as on the banks 
of the Cassiquiare, and between the sources of the Essequibo and the Rio 
Branco, there are rocks of granite covered with symbolic figures. Tlieso 
sculptures denote that the extinct generations belonged to nations different 
from those which inhabit the same region.”

T able  M ovino no t  a N ew  D iscovery.— A Russian paper, the Abeille, 
says that the supposed Yankee invention of table moving has been long 
known and practiced among the priests of Buddha. When a priest is ap
plied to by an individual who has lost something of value, and is desirous 
of knowing where to look for it, he sits down before a small table, and 
placing his hands upon it, commences repeating a passage from some reli
gious book. Soon ho rues, and moving backward and forward, closely 
followed or preceded by the table, which seems to be suspended in the air. 
After a certain time the table gives a whirl and falls to the ground, and the 
seeker is directed to look for (he object of his search in that direction On 
one occasion the table was known to move eighty feet through the air be
fore falling. On the same day a Russian peasant living near by commit
ted suicide. The act created suspicion, and upon search the stolen prop
erty was found in hisdoinicil. The country people have the most implicit 
faith in tho efficacy of this mode of search, and their constancy of belief | 
is such that it can not be shaken by repeated failures.

S ocialism .—AYc find in a Western paper, a statement that Brisbane 
the Fourierite, who studied the principles of association and attractive in
dustry under Fourier himself, has come into possession, by the death of 
his father, of a |large property, amounting to several hundred thousand 
dollars, which he has been increasing by judicious railroad speculations. 
Having in company with Victor Considérant, the leading French socialist, 
made a survey of Northern Texas during the past season, they are about 
buying one million acres of land, in the beautiful and fertile portion of 
that country. Considérant has gone back to France, to raise a share of 
the funds, and Brisbane has already employed one or two more agents to 
buy up soldiers warrants. The proposed tract lies in the probable route 
of the Great Pacific Railroad, and is described as one of the finest coun
tries in the World.—A"! V. Observer.

L i b e r a l  S p i r i t . The Journal o f  Commerce mentions that on Sunday 
morning last, Itcv. Henry Ward Beecher, gave notice that a sermon would 
be preached that afternoon, by the Rev. Mr. Furness (Unitarian), of Phil
adelphia, at the Church of Rev. Mr. Chapin (Uuiversalist), upon the sub
ject of “ Practical Religion.” He said he supposed some people would 
think it strange that lie, an Orthodox clergyman, should give such a no
tice } but though Mr. Furness entertained a different system of theolooy 
from him, yet he was right on the great question ofhuman rights and hu
man progress, and an eminently practical Christian. He added that some 
men live better with a bad system of theology, ihan many men did who 
had a good one, and that “ some men could do more with a jack-knife, 
than other men could do with a whole chest o f  tools."

S p i r i t u a l  R .trm o .—The Auburn Daily Advertiser learns with deep 
regret that Mr. Crocker, agent of the Christian Ambassador in that 
city, a highly esteemed gentleman, has had his mind so much wrought 
upon recently by the “ Spirits,” that he is now  wild with insanity.— Ex
change.

Years ago wc knew Mr. Crocker. He was a very excitable man, and 
had been in the lunatic asylum at Utica, long before his “ mind became so 
wrought on by Spirits. ’ Then the subject on which he was excited was 
religious anxiety. Let the rappers h:\ve justice and fair play.— Philadel
phia BegUter.

T he D ying S w an.”—“  Carmina jam  moriens canit exsequialia 
cygnus." “ The dying swan sings its exequial hymn.” We little thought 
when we read the above harmonious verse in our school days, that it had 
any foundation in fact. It would seem so, however. Mr. Hallett,of Hooe, 
informs us, that it is his privilege and pleasure to feed the swans of Col
onel Harris, at Radford; and that on Friday last he observed one of them 
swimming about a pond, and uttering a wild, melodious, wailing sound, 
such as he had never heard in his life, and which greatly attracted his at
tention. The poor swan, prescient of its fate, was singing its own dirge ; 
for, although apparently in good health at that time, it was found, not 
many hours afterward, floating in the pond quite dead.—Plymouth 
(England) Journal.

Infants in  H e a v e n .—Beautiful is an infant, whatever way we picture 
it to ourselves. Beautiful in the cradle. Beautiful upon a parent’s knee. 
Beautiful awake or asleep. Beautiful at play, in the corner of the room, 
or under the shade tree before the door. Beautiful as a lamb in the Sa
viour's arms. Beautiful at a fount of baptism. Beautiful beneath the 
coffin lid ! Yes, beautiful even there, in the loveliness of death—with 
hands folded peacefully—with brow like molded wax—with eyes closed in 
sleep, “ perchance to dream !” with lips so gracefully composed, as if to 
say, “ I murmur not,” and with its entire face radiant with a smile, which 
is the imprint of its dying vision!

Mr. J. u. Comki.1» , medium n»i napping ana Tipping, No. 31 Howard 
Street. Otfice hours 10 to 12 morning, and 3 to 5 and 7 to 10 p .m.

Mrs. A nn L e .ui B rown (formerly Mrs. Fish, of the Fox Family), 
Rapping Medium, No. 78 West Twenty-sixth Street, between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues. Hours for visitors 3 and 6 o’clock p . m. tf.

Mrs. AY. B. C oan, who has attracted much attention as an interesting 
writing and rapping medium, occupies rooms at No. 60 White Street, 
near Broadway, where she may be seen during the day and evening. 
Hours from 10 to 12, a .m., and from 3 to 5 and 7A to 9$, p.m., every day in 
the week. Admission, 60 cents.

S piritual  M anifestations.— A . H. Powell, a Methodist minister, in 
Mobile, proclaims the “ spiritual manifestations”- to be a reality, and the 
mediums not deceiving, but deceived by the. devil. He claims to have 
been a medium himself, but believes the devil was in him when he was 
one. He found the devil at a protracted meeting, as he says. Investi
gator.

P oor R elations.—Nothing can exceed the crimes and oflenses of poor 
relations! Jt is really wonderful how guilty they are! But if they 
come into the possession of wealth, j)resto9 what a change. I he} e- 
come virtuous, yes, even faultless, at once! A las! for poor bum 
nature!

w&mm* m & m  A m  m w m  i&mms
333 BROADWAY, NEW  YORK.

The best and most beautiful Pianos and Musical Instruments in the 
world, and the most complete collection of Music in the United States. 
T. Gilbert & Co.’s magnificent Pianos are most beautifully finished— 
their superiority of tone and solidity of construction have earned them a 
world-wide reputation. Being constructed with Iron Frames, they resist 
all changes o f climate. They are not only the best Pianos in the world, 
but, in consequence of the manufacturers’ immense business, they are 
enabled to sell Pianos cheaper than any other establishment in the 
United States. They have for nine years added, with great success, 
their celebrated Patent /Eolian Attachment, which all artistes acknowledge 
to be the greatest of all modern inventions. It is entirely independent 
of the Piano, and one may be out of tune without injuring the other. 

GILBERT’S BOUDOIR PIAYOS.
These Pianos, adapted for small rooms, are acknowledged to be superior 

to Collard & Collard’s Boudoirs (of London).
iT IE L O D E O N S .

S. D. & H. AY. Smith’s Celebrated Melodeons are tuned in the equal 
temperament; the harmony is as good in the remote keys as in the com
mon. The only Melodeons so tuned, and unquestionably the best.

The editor of the Musical Review having failen into the common error, 
that Prince & Co.’s Melodeons are tuned the equal tempsrament, cor
rects his m istake in the October number, 1853, and says, “ We do know, 
however, that S. D. & H. AY. Smith’s Melodeon, sold by Horace Waters, 
333 Broadway, is tuned to the equal temperament.”

S E C O N D - H A N D  P I A N O S ,
Equal to new, from the best manufactories, at great bargains, from §100 

to $200. They are sold at low prices, because Mr. AY. buys them cheap; 
but very often he has on hand Instruments, which, owing to accident, re 
moval, or misfortune have been left with him for sale, or been purchased 
to sell again; and, in all such cases, the buyer strikes just so far below 
the usual price as Mr. W. can strike himself. He has but one rule. He 
charges a regular commission on all Instruments, and this is but a small 
advance on cost. A flourishing business makes this the best policy—his 
experience has proved it.

Martin's Unrivaled Guitars and Browne’s Unequaled Harps. Sheet 
Music and the Musical Works of all the Popular Composers of both Con
tinents.

That the cultivators of the Art of Music may know how far the e/Iorts 
of Mr. AA’aters to improve the quality and beauty of Instruments, and to 
reduce .their price, have been crowned with success, he confidently appeals 
to the following opinions of the American journals :

11 The Alolian Piano-Forte ii undoubtedly the most perfect musical instrument hu
man ingenuity has constructed. Two instruments are blended in one. The AJolian 
is both attached and detached, so that the Piano may be played with or without it: 
or> “a , performer may eUcit the melodious strains of the Aiolian, and 
with the other mvoke the harmonies of the Piano. The instrument which, in the 
evening, melted to the dance or aided the festive song, gives forth in the morning 
the pealing tones which prelude and accompany the solemu hymn. Mr. Waters’ newmvnmi BPU VArv invttinu In thal___  - n J ... . __— -,vw iw »uciorersof music. But ne has nothing in his room#
equal in beauty and eompletenei, t0 Gilbert’s Aioliau Piano-Fortes.”-M o rm  4 W ilis  
Home Journal.

“ The variety and beauty of the «Sects can only bo appreciated by those who hear 
these magmbeent instruments at Mr. Waters’ establishment”-,Y . Y. Tribune.

“ 'Hjese superb instruments, which so far surpass any others we have heard, are
furnished by .lr . ,at ll*e same prices as at the manufactory, and the buyer
may feel assured of fair dealing and upright treatment”—iY. Y. Evangelist.

“ A very good TUNER and excellent mn.iel.n »■«■ he never w a s  called on to tune
vei a m o f x e w W ' ^ I n i u ^  v* which shows that they do not easilyget out of repair. Inquirer and National Gazette, Philadelphia.

Those on exhibition at the Crystal* ¿vu?* ichTnt S ii urUe, were sent from the

531,Ü i *■»“
More than one thousand other journals hold the same language of com

mendation.

T^rtriiige t M tira '3
O U R  L I S T  O F  B O O K S

Embraces all the principal works devoted to S piritualism , whether pub
lished by ourselves or others, and will comprehend all works of value that 
may be issued hereafter. The reader’s attention is particularly invited 
to those named below, all of which may bo found at the Office of T he S iie- 
kinaii and S piritual T elegraph . The reader will perceive that the 
price of each book in the list, and the amount of postage, if forwarded by 
mail, are annexed.
The Shekinah, Vol. I.

By S. B. Brittan, Kditor, and other writers, is devoted chiefly to an Inquiry into the 
Spiritual Nature and Relations of Man. It treats especially o i the Philosophy 
of Vital, Mental, and Spiritual Phenomena, and contains interesting Facts and 
profound Expositions of the Psychical Conditions and Manifestations now attract
ing attention in Europe and America. This volume contains, in part, the Editor s 
Philosophy of the Soul; the IntcrcstingVision9 o f Hon. J. W. Edmonds ; Elves 
and Portraits of Seers and Eminent Spiritualists ; Facsimiles of Mystical \ \  Til
ings, in Foreign and Dead Languages, through E. P. Fowler, etc. Published by 
Partridge and Brittan. Bound in muslin, price $2 50; elegantly bouuJ iu moroc
co, lettered and gilt in a style euitable for a gift book, price 4-3 00; postage 3-1 
cents.

Shekinah, Vols. U. and HI.
Edited by S. B. Britan. Plain-bound in muslin, $1 75 each ; extra bound in 
morocco, handsomely gilt, S2 25 each; postage 24 cents each.

Nature’s Divine Revelations, etc.
By A. J. Davis, the Clairvoyant. Price, $2 00; postage, 43 cents

The Great Hannonia, Vol. I.
The Physician. By A. J. Davis. Price, S i 25; postage, 20 c e n t s .

The Great Hannonia, Vol, II.,'
The Teacher. By A. J. Davis. Price, $1 00; postage, 19 cents.

The Great Hannonia, VoL m .,
The Seer. By A. J. Davis. Price, $1 00; postage, 19 cents.

The Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse.
By A. J. Davis. Price, 50 cents; postage, 9 cents.

The'Philosophy of Special Providences.
,A Vision. By A. J. Davis. Price, 15 cents; postago, 3 cents.

The Celestial Telegraph.
Or, secrets ofthe Life to Come, revealed through Magnetism; wherein the Exist
ence, the Form, nnd the Occupation of the Soul after Its Separation from the Body 
are provedby many year’s Experiments, by the means ol eight ecstatic Somnambu 
lists, who had Eighty perceptions of Thirty-six Deceased Persons of various Con
ditions ; a Description of them, their Conversation, etc., with proofs of their Ex
istence In the Spiritual World. By L. A. Cahanet. Published by Partridge Sc 
Brittan. Price, $1 00; postage, 19 cents.

Familiar Spirits.
And Spiritual Manifestations ; being a Series ol Articles by Dr. Enoch Pond, Pro. 
fi-tsor in the Bangor Theological Seminary. With a Reply, by A Bingham, Esq., 
of Boston. Price 25 cents ; postage 3 cents.

Night Side of Nature.
Ghosts and Ghost Seers. By Catharine Crowe. Price, SI 25; postage 20 cents. 

The Macrocosm and Microcosm;
Or, the Universe AVithout and tho Universe Within. By William Fishbough. This 
volume comprehends only the first part, or the Universe Without. Paper, bound, 
price, 50 cents; muslin, 75 cents; postage, 12 cents.

Arrest, Trial, and Acquittal of Abby Warner,
For Spirit-Rapping. By Dr. A. Underhill. Price, 12cents ; postage, 2 cents, 

Physico-Physiological Researches
In the Dynamics of Magnetism, Electricity, Heat, Light, Crystallization, and 
Chemism, in their relations to Vital Force. By Baron Charles Von Reichenbach. 
Complete from tho German second edition ; with the addition of a Preface and 
Critical Notes, by John Ashburner, M.D.; third American Edition. Published 
by Partridge Sc Brittan at tho reduced price of SI 001 postage, 20 cents. 

Spiritual Experience of Mrs. Lorin L. Platt,
Medium. Price, 20 cents ; postage, 3 cents.

Spirit-Manifestations:
Being an Exposition of Facts, Principles, etc. By Rev. Adln Ballou. Price, 75 
cents; postage, XI cents,

Spiritual Instructor:
Containing Facts and the Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse. Price, 3d cent* ; 
postage, G cents.

The Spiritual Teacher.
By Spirits of the Sixth Circle, it. P. Ambler, Medium. Price, 50 cents ; postage,
7 cents.

Light from The Spirit-World.
Being written by the control of Spirits. Rev. Charles Hammond, Medium. Price, 
75 cents; postage,’ 10 cents.

The Pilgrimage of Thomas Paine.
Written by the Spirit of Thomas Paine, through C. Hammond, Medium. Pub
lished by Partridge and Brittan. Paper, price, 50 cents muslin, 75 cents ; post
age, 12 cents.

Elements of Spiritual Philosophy.
R. P. Ambler, Medium, Price, 25 cents ; postage. 4 cent*.

Stilling’s Pnenmatology,
Being a Reply to the Question, What Ought and Ought Not to be Believed or Dig 
believed concerning Presentiments, Visions, and Apparitions according to Nature, 
Reason, and Scripture. Translated from the German; edited by Prjf. George 
Bush. Published by Partridge <fc Brittan. Price, 75cents; postage, 16cents. 

Voices from tho Spirit-World.
Isaac Post, Medium. Price, 50 cents; postage, 10 cents,

Dr. Esdaile’s Natural and Mesmeric Clairvoyance,
With the Practical Application of Mesmerism in Surgery and Medicine. iEnslieh 
edition.) Price, SI 25; postage, 10 cents.

Also, Mesmerism in India,
By the same Author, Pri'-o, 75 cents; postage, 13 cents.

Fascination:
Or, the Philosophy of Charming. By John B. Newman, M.D. P/icc 40 cents; 
postage, 10 cents.

Shadow-Land:
Or, the Seer. By Mrs. E. Oakes Smith. Price, 25 cents; postage 5 cents 

Messages from the Superior State.
Communicated by John Murray, through J. M. Spear. Price, 50 cents ; postage 
8 cents.

Seeress of Frevorst.
A Book of Facts and Revelations concerning the Inner Life of Man and a World 
of Spirits. By Justinus Kemer. New Edition ; published by Partridge Sc Brit* 
tan. Price, 33 cents; postage, 6 cents.

Philosophy of Mysterious Agents.
Human and Mundane; or, Tbe Dynamic Laws and Relations of Man. By E. C 
Rogers. Bound; price, $1 00; postage,24 cents.

The Science of the Soul.
By Haddock^ Price, 25 cents ; postage, 5 cents.

Sorcery and Magic,
By AVright. Price, $1 95; postage, 19 cents.

The Clairvoyant Family Physician.
By Mrs. Tuttle. Paper, prtco 75 cents; muslin, 81 00; postage, 10 cents,

Answers to Seventeen Objections
Agninst Bpiritual Intercourse. By John S. Adams. Published by Partridge Sc 
Brittan. Paper, price 25 cents ; muslin, 33 cents; postage, 7 cents.

The Approaching Crisis:
Being a Review of Dr. Bushneli’s recent Lectures on Supernaturaiism. ByA. J 
Davis. Published by Partridge Sc Brittan. Price, 50 cents ; postage, 13 cents.

Spirit-Minstrel.
A collection of Ninety familiar Tunes and Hymns, appropriate to Meetings for 
Spiritual Intercourse. Paper, 05cents; muslin, 38cents; postage, 6 cents. 

Spirit-Voices—Odes.
Dictated by Spirits, for tho use of Circles, fly E. C. Uenck, Medium Price 
muslin, 38 cents. postage, 6 cents.

Philosophy of the Spirit-World.
Rev, Charles Hammond, Medium. Published by Partridge &. Brittan. Price 
63 cents; postage 12 cents.

Beecher’s Report on the Spiritual Manifestations
To the Congregational Association of New York and Brooklyn. Price, paper, 25 
cent*; muslin, 38 cents; postage, 3 and 6 cents,

The Present Age and the Inner Life,
Being a se q u e l to  S p ir itu a l  In te rc o u rse . By A. J. Davis. This is an  e le g a n t book: 
of near 300 pages octavo, I l lu s t ra te d ;  just published by Partridge Sc Brittan, 
Price, SI 00; postage, 23 cents.

Reply to a Discourse
Of Rev. S. w . Lind, D.D., President Western Baptist Theologicai Institute, Cov 
ington, Kentucky, by P- E. Bland, A. RL, St. Louis. Price, 15 cents; pnstagi 
2 cents.

The Harmonial Man;
Or, T h o u g h ts  for the Ago. By Andrew Jackson Davis. Price, 30 cents 
p o stag e , 6 cents.

The Ministry of Angels Realised.
By A. E. N ew ton , B oston . Price, 12 c e n t s ; p o s te g e , 1 c e n t.

Review of Beecher’s Report
Review of Rev. Charles Beecher’s opinion of the Spirit Manifestations, by John 
S. A dam s. Price, 6 cents; postage, 1 cent.

Amaranth Blooms.
A C ollection  o i e m b o d ie d  Poetical Thought», by Mrs. S. X. Smith. Price, 62 
cents; p o stag e , 8 cents-

Biography of Mrs. Semantha Mettlor,
And an account of the Wonderful Cure

Brittan’a Review of Beecher’s Report,
AVherein the conclusions of the Utter are carefully examined and te*ted by a 
comparison with hi* premises, with reason, and with the facts. Price 25 cent* 
paper bound, and 38 cenU in muslin; postage 3 and 6 cents.

Brittan and Richmond’« Siscumion,
400 pages octavo. This work contains twenty-four letters from each of the par
ties above named, embodying a great number o f facts and argument*, pro and 
con, designed to illustrate the Spiritual phenomena of all ages, but especially tbe 
modern Manifestation*. To insure a wide circulation, the work U offered at the 
low price o f 81. Postage, 28 cents. Published by Partridge and Brittan 

Spirit-Intereonrse;
Containing incidents of Personal Experience while Investigating tbe new phe
nomena of Spirit-thought and action; with various Spirit communications through 
himself as medium. By Herman Snow, late Unitarian minister at Montague, 

,, Massachusetts. Price, CO cents; postage, 10 cents.
Spiritualism;

By Judge Edmonds and Dr. G. T. Dexter, with an Appendix by Hon. N. P. Tal- 
madge, mid others. Price $1 25 cents. Postage, 30 cents.

A Compendium of the Theological and Spiritual W ritings of Emanuel 
Swedenborg;
Being a Systematic and Orderly Epitome of all his R-lijinus Works ; selected 
from more than 1 flirty Volumes, and embracing aii his Fundamental Principles, 
with Copious illustrations and Teachings, With an appropriate Introduction. 
Prefaced by a full Life of the Author; with a brief View o i all his Works on 
Science, Philosophy, and Theology. Partridge and Brittan, General Agents 
Price_$2, Postage 45 cents.

Proceedings of the Hartford Bible Convention.
Reported phonographically by Andrew J. Graham. Published for tho Committee. 
383 pages, 12 mo. Price, 75 cents; postage, 17 cents.

The Conflict of Age«;
Or the Great Debate on 4he Moral Relations of God and Man; by Edward Beecher 
D.D. Price, 81 25; postage, 23 cents.

A Treaties on the Peculiarities of the Bible.
Being an Exposition of the Principles involved in some of the most remarkable 
Facts and Phenomena recorded in Revelation; by Rev. E. D. Rendell. Price; 7 i 
centa; postage, 17 cents.

Emanuel Swedenborg,
As a man of Science, Civilian, Scor, and Theologian. Price 30 cents; po*tago 
8 cents.

Angelic Wisdom;
Conceiving Divine Love and Wisdom; by Emanuel Swedenborg. Price 12J 
cents; postage 4 cents.

Posthumous Philosophical Tracts;
By Emanuel Swedenborg. Price 12j cents; postage 3 cents.

Philosophy of the Infinite.
By Emanuel Swedenborg. Price 25cents; postage 4 cent*.

Heat and Light:
Designed to show the Marriage of all Good and Truth, Vol. 1 and 2. Price 12J 
cents; postage 2 cents.

Religion of Manhood: or, the Age of Thought
By Dr. J. H. Robinson. Price 75 cents; postage 12 cents.

The Old Brewery and the New Mission Housrf, a t the Five Points.
By Ladies of the Mission. Price 75 cents; postage 14 cents.

The Telegraph Papers.
Vol. I.; edited by 3. B. Brittan. This volume of miscellanies'comprises all the 
important articles published in the S p i r it u a l  T e l e g r a p h  for the three month] 
ending August 1st, 1853—over 400 pages, 12 mo. Price, 75 cents.

PARTRIDGE & BRITT AY, Publishers,
Ifo. 300 Rroailwaj-, ¡Yew York,

JUDGE EDMONDS AND DR. DEXTER’S REMARKABLE WORK

®SJ
WAS IS S U E D  O N  T H E  16tH O F O C T O B E R ,  A N D  H A S  A L R E A D Y  P A S S E D  TO T H E

E I G H T H  E D I T I O N .

pcrlormed by her. By Franci* II. 
Green. Harmonial Association, publisher* Price, paper, 25 cents; inuslin, 38 
cent* : posfnee, A cent«

The Spiritual Telegraph,
Volume L, a few copies complete, bound in a substantial manner—contains iht
fullest record ofthe facts, etc., of the Spiritual movement that has been published 
Partridge and Brittan. Price $3.

A Chart, * *
Exhibiting an Outline of the Progressive History and Approaching Destiny ot the 
Price #?°75?d’ ° r ° n rol|era- a - Davis. Partridge and Brittan, Publishers.

Discourses from the Spirit-World, v
Dictated by Stephen Olin, through Rev. R. P. Wilson, writing medium. To da 
good is the golden rule of the universe. New York : Partridge and Brittan. Thi*
is an interesting volume of some 200 pages, just publi» lied . Price 63 cents. Post age, 10 cent*. r -s  < j v

Spirit-work« Real but not Miraculous.
A Lecture, read at the City , in Roxbury, Ma**., by Allan Putnam. Price, 
35 cent*; postage, 3 cents.

CONTENTS OF TH IS WORK.
T he F irst P art consists of a comprehensive and forcible analysis of 

the Spiritual experience of Judge Edmonds and Dr. Dexter, through whose 
mediumship this book has been given to the public.

T he Second Part is a faithful record of numerous interviews with 
Spirits claiming to be E manuel S wedendorg and Lord Bacon, wherein 
they give philosophical disquisitions in reply to numerous questions re
specting the life of Spirits.

Part T hibd is a copious Appendix, embracing the experience and ob
servation of Hon. N. P. T allmadoe, late United States Senator and Gov
ernor of AVisconsin, together with the similar experience of several other 
persons, Correspondence, etc.

The work is embellished with a beautiful frontispiece, drawn by a 
S pirit, engraved on steel, illustrative of the departure of a Spirit from the 
earth-sphere; also, s ix  pages of facsim iles  of Spirit-writing, and other 
engraved illustrations. The work is a splendid octavo of over 600 page«, 
handsomely printed on fine paper, and bound, for $1 26. Postage, 80 c.

P artridge & Brittan.

¡MARSH’S SPIRITUAL BOOKSTORE IF BOSTON.
BELA MARSH, 25 Cornhill, Boston. In addition to his own valuable 

publications, and all others on Spiritualism, keeps constantly for sale all 
tho Publications of Partridge S, Brittan, New York, and is their general 
Agent. All of these works are supplied to the trade in any quantity at 
publishers’ prices. Orders are respectfully solicited. . tf.

¡MEETINGS OF SPIRITUALISTS IN PHILADELPHIA.
Public Meetings are held by the Harmonial Association every Sabbath 

at Franklin Hall, 6th Street, below Arch, west side. Lectures at half
past ten a .m., and a Conference at 7 p.m.

DEPOT FOR SPIRITUAL PUBLICATIONS IN BOSTON.
F E D E R H E N  & CO.,

(late Hotchkiss a Co.),
9 AND 13 COURT STREET, BOSTON,

Are agents for New England, and have constantly on hand all the 
Spiritual Publications of Partridge & Brittan, New York. These works 
will be supplied to the trade in any quantity at publishers’ prices. Dealers 
in New England will find it a great saving of freight and time to order 
front F. & Co.

HARMONY HALL READING ROOM.
The undersigned, having just opened a Reading Room for the especial 

benefit of those interested in the Spirit-movement, cordially invites all
friends and inquirers after the truth—especially those from a distance__to
call at Harmony Hall, 103 Court Street (near the head of Hanover Street) 
and avail themselves of the opportunity thus offered them.

HERMAN SNOW.
Boston, Sept. 25, 1853.

STATE OF NEW YORK—SECRETARY'S OFFICE.
™ L r _ Albany, January, 21, 1854.
To the Sheriff of the County of New'York: y

Sir—Notice is hereby given that n Special Election is to be held in this State on the 
THIRD W EDNESDAY^ FEBRUARY next (February 15, 1854), to de1e™ine 
whether the people will approve or reject a certain proposed amendment to the Con
stitution of this State, embodied in a concurrent resolution of the Legislature, of 
which the following is a copy :
Concurrent Resolutions Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution: 

Resolved (if the Senate concur), That the following amendment be proposed to the 
Constitution of this State, and referred to the Legislature to be chosen at tbe next 
General Election of Senators, and be published for three months previous to making 
such choice, iu pursuance o f the provisions ot the first section of the 13th article of 
said Constitution.

Substitute for section three of article teven, the following:
A r»n _ . L / .  1J     n „ . j    _____ . °  *

Canals,
there shall be appropriated and set apart in each fiscal year, out of the surplus reve! 
nues of the Canals as a sinking fund, a sum sufficient to pay the ¡merest, as it fails 
due, and extinguish the principal within eighteen years, ot any loan made under this 
section; and if the said sinking fund shall not be sufficient to redeem any part of the 
principal at the stipulated times of payment, or to pay any part of the interest of  
such loans as stipulated, the means to satisfy any such deficiency shall be procared 
on the credit of said sinking fund. After complying with the foregoing provisions 
there shall be paid annually out o f said revenues into the treasury of the State two 
hundred thousand dollars to defray the necessary expenses of government. The re
mainder «ball, in each fiscal y.-ar, be applied to meet appropriations for tbe enlarge
ment and completion of the Canals mentioned in this section until the said Canal* 
shall be completed. In each fiscal year thereafter the remainder shall be disposed ot 
in such manner a* the Legislature may direct, but shall at no time be anticipated or 
pledged for more than one year in advance.

The Legislature shall annually, during the next four years, appropriate to the en 
largement of the Erie, the Oswego, the Cayuga, aLd Seneca Canals, and to the com 
pletion ot the Black River and Genesee Valley Canals, and for the enlargement of tbe 
iocks of tbe Champlain Canal, whenerer from dilapidation or decay it shall be ne
cessary to rebuild them, a sum not exceeding two millions two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars. The remainder of the revenues ofthe canals for the current fiscal 
year in which said appropriation is made shall be applied to meet such appropriation ; 
and if the same shall be deemed insufficient, the Legislature »hall, at the same season, 
provide for the deficiency by loan. The Legislature shsll also borrow one million 
five hundred thousand dollars to refund to the holders of the canal revenue certlfi. 
cates issued under the provisions of chapter tour hundicd and eighty-five of the laws 
of the year one thousand eight hundred and filty-one, tho amount received into the 
treasury thereon. But no interest, to accrue alter July fir.t, oue thousand eight hun
dred and fifty-five, »hall be paid on such certificates. The provisions ot section 
twelve of this article, requiring every taw for borrowing money to be submitted to 
the people, shall not apply to the loans authorized by this section.

No part of the revenues of the Csnals, or of the funds borrowed under this section 
shsll be paid or applied upon, or in consequence o f any alleged contract made under 
chapter four hundred and eighty-five of the laws ot the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-one, except to pay for work done or material famished prior to the 
first day o i June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two. The rates of toll on 
persons and property transported on the Canals shall not be reduced below those 
tor the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, except by the Canal Board, 
with the concurrence of the Legislature. All contracts tor work or materials on anv 
Canal shall be made w uhjhe person who shall t-ffe.-1<» do or provide the same at the 
lowest price, with adequate security for thtir performance

Very respectfully, your», LI.1AS \V. LEAVENWORTH,
Secretary o f  State.

^  , , . . . .  * fcHEBtFi-s O f f i c e , New York, J a n .  24.1854.
The above is published pursuant to tbe notice of the Secretary of State, and the 

requirements ot the statute iu such case made and provided. JOHN ORSe R,
Sher.ti ot the City and County of New York.
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