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B Y  G E O . W E N T Z .

How m tnv heads and hands have toiled and wrought 
T o  build earth's lofty dorres and palaces;

How few have been the loving hearts that sought 
l he grand humanities.

The morning sun looks wide with waking eye,
On Christian spire and Moslem minaret,

Nor fails to show somewhere beneath the sky 
Aspiring token set.

All houses built for fame and great estate,
Are habitations also of the mind,

And do, in arch and shaft, articulate 
A speech of human kind.

Bold speech was his when Osymandias said,—
“ Look on my works, ye mighty, and despair,” —

And by his works shall Osymandias, dead,
Have speech to all the air.

1  hat far Egyptian king, how fares he then,
Wlu.se pviaimd arose at word of doom ?

Through twenty years one hundred thousand men 
Misused, to build a tomb 1

High clings the moss, wide Hits the bat that braves 
The Coliseum’ s ruin, vast and grand,

Where eighty thousand sat and watched their slaves 
Die lighting on the sand.

Whoso would build in form to stand alway,
Must found a base in human hearts alone,

For they whose works shall be but for a day,
Do ntilv build in cl.it.r.Do only build in stone.

Not soon shall fame dr.-p Kulnev from her skies ;
His saving cup humanity bends o'er 

On ZutpJttn s bloody nek 
But dies not evermore.

held w here stretched he lies,

Nor Howard fail to tread his cheering round,
As once in goal, in hearts that know him w ell;

A great awakening light with help profound—
The angel of its cell.

Thy heart, John Hussj when thou renounced its beats 
But quickened Tim e's instead and centuries quake. 

While stressful men in hopc-ncglectcd streets 
Are heated by thy stake.

O, kings and rulers, make us just amends,
'1 he nations' infant cries are heard afar ;

They grow ; ye wait what woful comes or ends.
And lo ! then manhoods a rc !

There manhood* are, and hopes and high commands 
And duties stern that drain thru blood like w ine; 

Hung on their cross, and nailed in feet and hands . 
And still are they divine!

Lo. these are they, earth's sacrificed tew,
Who, age by age, bring surety on the morn.

When dear mankind shall all its voulh renew.
And Christ agsm be born.

In other tune than this, in these brave ways,
Such hands shall build the temples of the great . 

Not man, but men, proclaim the coming days.
Not statesmen, but the State

F o r the Spiritual Scientist

T H E  A TH EISM  O F ^ f l E N C E .
B Y  G E O R G E  S T E A R N S .

Q ciknce a n d  religion arc essentially incompatible, i he.
, O  are even antagonistic, and never to be reconciled Sci

ence is born of sense and reason : religion, of ignorance anti 
distrust. Science deals in truth ; religion, in im ster\ St - 

i ence edifies ; religion stultifies. Science tends to freedom 
religion to bondage. Science clears the sky of Faith ; 
religion clouds it. This statement requires no quali
fication, save that the word religion be taken in the strictly 
dogmatic sense in which it was originally coined and imposed 
upon subjects of the mitre and cowl. Some ccnservers ot 
the word, who rather disrelish the thing, have sought its 
etymon in reltgo, whose derivative should be spelled with a 
penultimate// but then re/egiott would symbolize nothing 
sacred or obligatory. Religion must* come from tehgo 
according to which the advocates of either the name or the 
thing are literally bound. Yet, deferring to an oracle of their 
own sacred canon, “ where the spirit of God is, there is 
liberty.”  And he whom they call “ Master,”  while he found 
no use for the word religion, made much of “ righteousness. ’ 
and counseled his disciples to seek “ truth”  as that alone 
which makes its learners “ free.’’ Now what is science but 
discovery of truth ?

The way out of this quandary is the conception that there 
is something estimable in what is calledreligk>n,wbich s i - 
erly designated as Je su s  named it. This better presumptive 
part of religion is not at variance with science, nor are d e n 
tists at all opposed to the claims of its earnest seekers. It 
is the means of that latent good among its groping worshi 
pers which is dimly conceived as the C-ospel of Life, who^e 
rational purview is Theism.

Religionists are but nominal theists ; for religion :s t o 
1 nut of devotion, whose shell is worship and whose kernel >
1 belief; devotion, not to the principles of Theism, but t:
1 dogmas of theology. Is theology a science? Ostens L \ 

but ask the scientist. He is versed in its rud rrents, ami 
calls them assumptions of authority. Is Theism a science? 
It does not claim to be. It purports a realm of unexplortd 
truth. This, science neither disproves nor affirms : it merely 
ignores. But the core of religion is devotion, whose pro- 

I verbial mother is ignorance, which science inadvertent ) 
dispels, and thus supplants devotion to creeds and rituals. 

! What are these to Theism and the Gospel of Life
There is much ado among religionists in view of the con

tinual encroachments of science upon their realm of sacred 
mystery ; and well there may be, for science is the prospec. 
tive death of dogmatic theology, as surely as credulity > the 
life of religion. But this fact, so menacing to teviesinstka 
authority, is most auspicious to Theism, which is of t' e
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I stock as science itself. Both ate grounded upon natural 

faith. I f  Theism is not to be regarded as a science, it is 
because it pertains to another realm of Truth, and not 
because it partakes less of Reason and more of speculative 
belief.
, Those discoveries in natural science which alarm religion, 

ists by their tendency to unsettle belief in the standards of 
ecclesiastical authority, have nothing to do with Theism. 
The rudiments of geology do verily set at naught the cos
mogony of Moses and his origin of Man, yet harmonize | 
with the aphorisms of their philosophy regarding our spirit
ual nature and destiny. The theory of evolution as conceived 
and applied by Laplace, Darwin and other exclusive natural
ists, is to be accepted as pertaining to the method of Crea
tion, and not as calling in question the verity of a Creator. 
It puts aside Jehovah, as well as Jupiter; but makes room 
for reverence with better notions of Deity. The diuturnal 
metamorphosis whereby a nebula becomes a galaxy of suns 
and planets, can be neither self-wrought nor accidental. And 
what if “ the origiu of species”  in animated nature can be 
traced by phenomenal scientists to no profounder principle 
of causation than “ the struggle for existence" to which its 
own progeny is impelled by an unaccounuble instinct? May 
not philosophy be allowed to ask what makes this struggle 
for life in advance of all experience of its issues—a struggle 
of plants as well as of animals—and why it augments with 
every stage of progressive mentality, in one ascending series, 
from a protoplastic gem. of consciousness to a student of 
“natural selection ?” Learn from the climax of use in this 
complex operation of Nature, that, as a device of means to 
an end, it is not imputable to a non-intelligent cause. Is it 
sane to conclude, that an agent less than personal, can thus 
generate the personalities of human nature ?

The development theory, is, in fact, older than its scientific 
expositors. Common sense has always recognized it as apply
ing to the reproductive department of Nature. Creation is 
not the beginning of existence, but the perpetual process of 
its achievements, whereby its anterior purposes are realized. 
It is a superstition to suspect that our understanding of its 
rationale must belittle our respect for its agent. The growth 
of the universe, as a whole, is no more wonderful than that 
of plants. The spectacle of vegetation has always held the 
gaze of brutish eyes, while it has challenged the insight of 
rational observers. It is intelligence, or the want of it, 
which sustains the popular fancy that vegetables grow , backed 
by no occult principle of causation ?—that, as products of 
agriculture, they are ratted, and not created by Cod ?

According to Webster, Theism is “ the belief or acknowledge
ment of the existenceof God.’’ I f this be the proper accepta
tion of the'word it is nowonder that scientists make little account 
of it. Belief is directly superceded by knowledge of its subject 
—matter, and every scientist more than believes the rudiments 
ot a science which he fully comprehends. But, in spite of 
lexicographical authority, the above definition is faulty. It 
is not belief in a god which is commonly understood as 
Theism, the scope of which does not include the idolatries 
of Paganism; and, as rationally understood, it is equally 
distinct from the mythical part of Christianity. Theism 
pertains to Cod. Then, Cod is t h e  B ein g , not any form of 
existence. Again, Theism pertains to the verity of Cod’s 
being, and not at all to anybody’s acknowledgement of it.

And finally, in addition to the idea of Deity as the Supreme 
Being, Theism involves only what is known or knowable o f 1 
his character. It is this understanding of the term which | 
dignifies it as a symbol of truth ; and the truthfulness of \ 
Theism is all that commends it to the study of earnest 
minds.

But why are acientists generally slow to learn this class 
of truths ? Why have they no more tact for acquiring a 
knowledge of God than most persons of less culture ? Why, 
when cherishing a belief in some of the elements of Theism, 
do they commonly rest in that belief, with no greater desire ic 
demonstrate its truth than moves other believers who lark 
their seeming advantage ? The general answer to these 
questions is, that Cod and his attributes are dot to be scie.i ' 
tifically discovered. Theism is not a science; does not 
belong to the department of knowledge called scientific, 
because the method of discovering its principlee is not that

of science. And to the misconceit that the method of science 
—overt demonstration—is the sole method of human intelli
gence, is due the assumption of certain notable thinkers—as 
Herbert Spencer—that no knowledge of God is attainable by 
Man. The Atheism of Science is no more radical than this 
fancy which profounder reasoning dissipates.

There are three worlds of Truth, as distinguished by the 
terms, Caust, E ffect, and Use ;  and accordingly three general 
departments of rational investigation, as indicated by these 
words of pregnant inquest; W hat t  H hen,/ f  W herefore t  
The first of these questions shows the curiosity of the human 
mind as to the phenomena of existence; the second, as to the 
occult agency of their occurrence ; and the third, as to their 
integral purpose and issue. W hat t—is answered by Science ; 
Whence t  and H 'herefore t—by Philosophy. Science and 
Philosophy are rooted in Faith, which savors of the Universal 
Good, as interpreted by whatever is precious in experience. 
Science is the comprehension of perceptible truths. Philos
ophy is the comprehension of non-perceptible, yet conceptive, 
truths. Faith is the apprehension -of incomprehensible 
truths. Science, Philosophy, and Faith are predicates of 
Mind, the sole originator of purpose and appmpriator of use, 
that is enjoyment in all the diverse forms of progressive 
mentality, which culminates in personality and happiness. 
Purpose and use are correlative, use being the object of 
purpose; and the realm of existence is replete with special 
uses, all relevant to human development, implying a corres
ponding oneness of purpose in their Universal Cause, which 
is thus also identified with M ind .

Mind is the realm of absolute b e in g , antecedent to exis
tence (ex listen s, out-standing—that which is made to stand 
out from being), and so utterly foreign to the scope of science, 
which pertains exclusively to the world of phenomenal truth. 
Science asks—and aims to answer— H 'hal exists f  It never 
puts the question, Whence existence t  It regards the works 
of Mind, not as such, but as “ operations of M ature," the 
personification of an anturgic power whose veil of mystery 
it can never part. But Mind is the doer of all that is done, 
not only in the name of Nature, but also in that of Art, which 
is equivocally appropriated by Man as the child of Nature. 
This is because Mind is immanifestly active in the mental 
realm of Nature—whereof Art is the complement—insomuch 
as to be generally confounded with the organisms of its 
agency. These are the implements of Mind, not its proper 
predicates, which they but imperfectly represent.

Mind is supernatural, that is discrete from and above 
Nature, which is the work of Mind. The universe of exis
tence is composed of matter and spirit, this being superlative 
to that. The sidereal system is spherical as a whole, and 
constitutes the sphere of matter, which is enveloped and 
permeated by the sphere of spirit. The sphere of existence 
thus constituted is immense, yet finite, being infolded and 
penetrated by the realm of M i n d ,  whose infinitude is unpar
alleled save by the negative reach of space. Matter and 
spirit are products of Mind, being conceptively resolvable into 
diverse species of force, which Mind generates at will, as 
exemplified in animated nature by voluntary evolutions of 
muscular force. Mentality is the organic aptitude for a finite 
inspiration of Mind, which, as the seed of personality, ripens 
into the spiritual pericarp of human development. All the 
issues of mentality, motory, affectional, rational, and moral, 
are imputable to finite inspirations of Mind, whose executive 
faculty is fUr//.through which Omnific Mind generates all 
the forces of Nature.

Mind is thus identified with the Universal Cause, whose 
worshipful name is G o d . Shall we call h i m  personal, or im
personal ? That which most ennoblesjour conception of his 
character as the Supreme Being? Persons are the highest 
developments in Nature. Personality cannot proceed from 
an impersonal cause. God, as the Father of persons, cannot 
be less than personal, though he may be more—is more than 
any human conception of personality. Being more than per
sonal, he is not nw-personal, but personal and— we know not 
what. Our most expressive symbol for the One Perfect 
Mind is the In fin ite Person. Another reason for this style 
of Deity is, his paternity of Man. We are his offspring, 
hence essentially like him. The soul is of Mind ; therefore 
human nature mirrors the divine. Does not every person

V



S P I R I T U A L  S C IE N T IS T , 231
cherish an ideal of perfection, a paragon of aspiration, which 
the spiritually minded ever wrorship in heart with a secret 
hope to realize ? This is an impress of Deity ; an imperfect 
likeness of his character, but the best that human minds can 
fathom. It represents also human destiny, yet always less 
than what we are to be ; for the soul is an infinite learner. 
To know ourself is to know something of God, who, other
wise than by introspection is “ the unknowable.”

Thus the Atheism of Science is penetrated. The scientist, 
as such, does not see God* because he is looking the other 
way. He is rtudying Nature; but Nature is God’s art. 
This is a notable implication of a supernatural Artist, but 
recognized only by sage thinkers ; it is hardly discernable, by 
such as keep »heir eyes and ears open to receive truth only 
by the external avenues of sense. Science pertains to exis
tence, and God does not exist. It is only in the world of 
Beings that God is manifest. He is neither matter nor spirit. 
God is Mind. Existence is his shadow’. Many a scientist, 
ignoring this, misses a clue to Theism. The Tyndalls and 
Darwins are so much less than wise. Their distaste for 
theology is normal and bravely avowed^ but for Thpism they 
profess less aversion, though as yet they cherish no proper 
taste for its study. It transcends their criterion of judg
ment, being ultra to their sphere of intelligence. Their in
sight of Nature s mechanism is grarfti ; but they see neither 
the Hand that employs it nor the ehd of its instrumentality. 
Their scope of terrestrial sc;ence is all-engaging to their 
faculties of sense and reason. Itsrevolutions of novel truths 
and supervening disclosures of phenomenal arcana, fill the 
range of their intellective interest. Their administration of 
Nature amounts to her deification, and the obtrusive goddess 
makes no room for God in the apprehension of devout appre- 
ciators of her charms. Such is the predicament of all specu- 
tive materialists, and this is the Atheism of Science.

VALUE <>l SPIRIT OPINIONS. 
rPHE decisions of spirits ought to be accepted on certain 
1  vexed questions of doctrine respecting the saving efficacy 

of creeds and doctrines. Spirits do tell us most distinctly 
that creeds and doctrines have no effect in the spiritual 
elevation of the soul in the spirit-world. This is a question 
that all can answer for thtmselves. We are all spirits, and 
by referring to our spiritual intuitions we can easily determine 
what is truth according to our power to perceive it. Right 
and wrong are so strictly defined throughout the universe 
that it is only the blind and perverse who cannot see the 
distinction. But it may be said that we are all blind, more or 
less. This is strictly true ; but with a proper nse of the 
light we possess and a desire for more, our sight is sure to 
improve. Let us be certain that we live up to the truth we 
possess in matters that we are capable of judging, and soon 
our strength will increase to grapple with things that are at 
present beyond us. We do not think it would be advisable 
to cultivate too much the decisions of spirits; that would be 
the thin edge of creedal dogmatism. Let every man learn 
to decide for himself. We are in God’s universe equally as 
much as any spirit, and ought, as subjects of the Great King, 
to know his laws.—a W riter in the M edium.

From Th« Other Side oi Thing*, by Rev. Wick him  Toxer. ol London, E n f.

M ODERN S P IR IT U A L IS M .
P inally, Spiritualism is the great antidote to the material- 
I  ism of the age. Its mission is to counteract the sordid 
worldliness o f’ the church, the infidelity of the learned, and 
the indifference of the great masses of the people.” “ In 
most of the foregoing propositions I cordially concur : I see 
no escape from them. Admit the facts, as all must do who 
investigate them, and the only theory that I can see to be 
consistent with them, is that they are produced by intelligent 
and benevolent agents. If it be said that by admitting so 
much, 1 am bound, by logical consistency, to believe the 
whole, then all I can say is that I must subp'it to my fate, 
and be content to lie, for the present, under the charge of 
inconsistency. With the light 1 now have, I cannot assent 
to the truth of A L L  that Spiritualists contend fo r . Just as 
when I read Pye Smith on Geology and the Bible, I feel that 
I know and believe quite sufficient to give me no little anx
ious thought and labor in re-arranging my ideas of Scripture 
truth, and adapting them to the light I have received. This

will be work enough for the present. With regard to those 
points on which I feel considerable doubt and difficulty, I 
venture to say that, not only may there be a side other than 
that which I now see, but one or more aspects of the truth 
which Spiritualists themselves have not discovered. There 
are three states of mind in which a man may be in relation 
to truth—denial, conviction, and the suspension of judgment.
I deny none of the facts, nor the reasonable inferences 
Spiritualists draw from them. I am convinced of the truth 
of very many of them, and as for the rest, my relation for 
the present must be a suspension of judgment.”

T H E  E X U L T A N T  SP IR IT U A L ISM  OK Yl<
HUGO.

I k e e l  i n  myself, says Victor Hugo, the future life. I am 
like a forest which has been more than once cut down 

1 The new shoots are stronger and livelier than ever, I am 
rising, I know, toward the sky. The sunshine is on my head. 
The earth gives me its generous sap, but heaven lights me 
with the reflection of unknown worlds. You say the soul is 

, nothing but the resultant of bodily powers. Why, then, is 
my soul the more luminous when my bodily powers begin to 
fail? Winter is on my head and eternal spring is in mv 

| heart. There I breathe at this hour the fragrance of the 
lilacs, the violets and the roses, as at twenty years. T he 
nearer I approach the end, the plainer I hear around me the 
immortal symphonies of the worlds which invite r.e. It is 
marvellous yet simple. It is a fairy tale and it is historj 
For half a century I have been w riting ray thoughts in prose 
and verse ; history, philosophy, drama, romance, tradition, 
satire, ode and song—I have tried all. But I feel I ha\ * not 
said the thousandth part of what is in me. ‘When I go 
down to the grave I can say, like so many others. “ I have 
finished my day’s work,”  but I cannot say “ I have finished 
my life.”  My day’s work will begin again the next morning 
The tomb is not a blind alley ; it is a thoroughfare. It dose* 
on the twilight to open with the dawn. I improve every 
hour because I love this world as my fatherland, and because 
the truth compels me as it compelled Voltaire, that human 
divinity. My work is only a beginning. My monument * 
hardly* above its foundations. 1 would be glad to see it 
mounting and mounting forever. The thirst for the infinite 
proves infinity.

Pa in e  H a l i . M e et in g s .—The discussion on “ Material 
nation”  was renewed on Sunday morning, a very good 
audience and considerable interest manifested in the argu. 
ments pro  and con by the various speakers. In the afternoon 
and evening tbe platform was occupied by Mr. Lysander 

! Richards, Mr. Frank Baxter, who was engaged to speak.
| being unable to attend through indisposition.

M r . a n d  M r s . G o o d w i n ,  residing at 3 9  Sherburne Street, 
| Islington, Eng., employ a number of hands in the fur trade, 

and for some time found that they were being robbed, bnt by 
whom they could not discover, though they used every means 
thev could to detect the thief. Though they were not Spirit
ualists at the time, they had heard something about it, and 
had been at one or two seances. They resolved, therefore.

; to have a sitting at home, and eventually the father of Mrs.
Goodwin ipanileMed his presence, and told them not only the 

’ name of the thief, but also the time to detect her. and under 
what circumstances they would find the stolen property. 
They also gave the name and address of the person where it 

; was disposed of, and so clear was the truth brought home to 
them, that the individual was sentenced to two months im 
prisonroent with hard labor.

F rom t h e  earth to the spiritual world there is a gradual 
attenuation and refinement of forces and elements shadirg 
up into spirituality. No discreet degree breaks the chair . 
no chasm isolates the two sph eres; the dear old earth does 
not whirl in a vacuum exhausted of all spirituality, and w i 
of all divine power. It is not an insulattd ani trra: > . \
driving to ruin against the sm gts of divine wrath, a mere 
bone of contention between “ t»abriel”  and the **de\ ' "  but 
the native birthplace of immortal men and women nurserv 
of the infinite light, liberty and love. No impassable c h a o i 
separates us from the deaf ones gone ; for the Jacob's laddt r 
of spiritual communion is planten on the solid rock* f tKe 
earth, with its top leaned against the batik ments 0 ! "leaven , 

‘ and its lowest lung so near the ground that the poorest 
daughter of earth can place her foot upon ii ami aw ta d  to 
its top.— Sr/den J .  / ’h inner.
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]4istorical and P hilosophical.
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O C t’ l 'L T  P H IL O S O P H Y .

H E N R Y  C O R N E L IU S  A G R IP P A , •
o r  KITTHNHM.

U O U N S E L L  T O  C H A R L E S  T H E  F I F T H ,  (E M P E R O R  O F G E R M A N Y ) 

A N D  JU D G E  O F  T H E  P R E R O G A T IV E  C O U R T S.

Translated and prepared e a l  notca and ekplaeatioaa, by “ b i  ddma. "

In p r e s e n t in g  this celebrated work of Henry Cornelius 
Agrippa to the readers of the Spiritual Scientist, I hardly 

think an apology would be in good taste, yet from the reputa
tion of the work, the reader's anticipation may far exceed 
the utmost possible realization, as Agrippa distinctly asserts 
■ n his own address. Magic like Spiritualism carries with it 
an overwhelming amount of drift wood, and happy is he who 
can penetrate the rubbish and drink the clear waters of eternal 
life which flow beneath.

The reader will be wise if he will follow the advice of 
Agrippa and the example of the bees at the same time, in

Rthering honey from all sorts of flowers. In good faith the 
end o f  all lovers of truth and progress.

B u d d h a .

TO THE READER,

I D O  n o t  doubt but the title of our Book of Occult Philoso
phy, or of Magic, may by the rarity of it, allure many to 

read it, among which, some of a crazy judgment, and some 
who are perverse, will come to hear what I have to sa y : 
who by their rash ignorance may take the name of M agic in 
its worse sense ; and, though having scarcely seen the title, 
will cry out that I teach forbidden Arts, sow the seed of . 
heresies, offend pious ears, and scandalize excellent wits ; I 
that I am a sorcerer, superstitious and devilish : who indeed 
aot a Magician! To whom 1 answer, that a Magician does 
not, among learned men, signify a sorcerer, or one that is 
superstitious or devilish ; but a wise man, a priest, a prophet; 
that the sybils were magicians who prophesied most clearly 
o f Christ; that the wise men were magicians, who by the 
wonderful secrets of the world, knew Christ to be born and 
came to worship him ; and) that the name of Magic was 
received by philosophers, commended by divines, and not 
unacceptable to the Gospel.

I believe that these supercilious censors will object to the 
Sybils, holy Magicians and the Gospel itself, sooner than 
receive the name of Magic into favor; so conscientious are 
they that neither Apollo, nor all the Muses, nor an angel 
from heaven can redeem me from their curse .'

Therefor, I advise them not to read our writing, nor under
stand them, nor remember them, for they are pernicious and 
full of poison: the gate of Acheron is in this book, it speaks 
stones, so let them take heed lest it beat out their brains. 
But you that come without prejudice to read it, having as 
much prudence and discretion as bees have in gathering 
honey, read securely, and believe that you shall receive no 
little profit and much pleasure; and if you find anything that 
may not please you, let it alone and make no use of it, for I 
do not approve but only declare it unto you ; but do not re
fuse other things, for they that look into the books of physi
cians, do, together with antidotes and medicines, read also 
poisons.

I confess that magic teaches many superstitious things and 
curious prodigies for ostentation; leave them as empty 
things, yet be not ignorant of their causes. But those things 
which are for the prophet of man, for turning away of evil 
events, the destruction of sorcery, the cure of diseases, for 
the extermination of phantasms, the preservation of life, 
honor and fortune, may be done without offence to God or 
injury to religion, because being profitable they are necessary.

But 1 have admonished you, that 1 have written many 
things rather narratively than affitmatively; for so it seemed 
needful that we should pass over fewer things following the 
judgment of Flatonists and other Gentile philosophers when 
they did suggest an argument of writing to our purpose; 
therefore if any error be committed, or any thing hath been 
spoken too freely, pardon my youth ; for I wrote this being 
scarce a young m an; that 1 may excuse myself and say 
whilst I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a 
Child ; but having become a man, I retracted tho % things

[ which I did being a b o y ; and in my book of the Vanity and 
| Uncertainties of Sciences, I did for the most part retract this 
I book. But here, perhaps, you may blame me again, say ing 
I Behold, thou, being a youth didst write and now being ol d 

hast retracted it'; what, therefore, hast thou set forth ? I Con 
fess whilst I was very young, I set upon writing of these 
books, but hoping to set them forth with corrections and en. 

j largemcnts, 1 gave them to Tritemius, a Neapolitan Abott,
| formerly a Spauhemensian, a man very industrious after secret 

things. But it happened afterwards, that the work being 
intercepted, before I finished it, was carried about imperfect 
and unpolished, and did fly abroad in I taly, in Eranee and 

j Germany, through many men’s hands, and some men, w hether 
j more impatiently or impudently, I know not, would have put 

it thus imperfectly through the press, with which mischief 1 
being affected, determined to set it forth myself, thinking 

i that there might be less danger if these books came out of 
j my hands with some amendments, than to come forth torn 

and in fragments, out of other men's hands. Moreover, I 
thought it no crime if 1 should not suffer the testimony of 
my youth to perish. < A ls ; 1 added some chapters, and 
inserted many things which did seem unfit tw pass by, which 
the curious reader shall be able to discover by the inequality 
of the language; for 1 was unwilling to begin the work anew 
and unravel all that I had done, but only to correct it and put 
some flourish upon it.

Wherefore, now I pray thee, courteous reader, again, weigh 
not these things according to the present time of setting 
them forth, but pardon my curious youth, if thou shalt find 
anything in them that may displease thee.

To R. P. D. John Tritemius, an Abbot of Saint James in the 
suburbs of Herbipolis, Henry Cornelius Agrippa of Netles- 
heim, sendeth greeting.

When I was of late, most reverend Father, for a while con
versant with you in the monastry of Herbipolis, we con
ferred together of divers things concerning chemistry, magic, 
cabala and other things, which are as yet secret sciences and 
arts. And then there was one question among the rest, that 
since magic was accounted by all ancient philosophers, 
the chief science, and by the ancient wise men and priests, 
was always had in great veneration, why it came at last after 
the beginning of the Catholic Church to be always odious to, 
and suspected by, the Holy Fathers, then exploded bv 
Divines, condemned by sacred canons, and, morever, by all 
laws and ordinances forbidden.

Now the cause, as 1 conceive, is no other than th is: by a 
certain fatal depravity of the times and men, many false 
philosophers, assuming the name of magicians, crept in, heap- 
ing together through various sorts of error and factions and 
false religions, many cursed superstitions, dangerous rites 
and many wicked sacrileges, out of orthodox religion, even 
to the desecration of nature, destruction of men, and injury of 
God ; publishing many wicked and unlawful books, such as 

i we see carried about in these days, to which they have by 
stealth prefixed the most honest name and title of magic ; 
hoping by this sacred title of magic to gain credit to their 
cursed and detestable fooleries. Hence it is that this name 
of magic, formerly honorable, is now in these days become 
most odious to good and honest men, and accounted a capital 
crime if any dare profess himself to be a magician, either in 
doctrine or practice, unless, perhaps, a doting old woman in 
the country districts, who would be believed skillful and 
possessed of <fivine power, that as saith Apuleius, she can 
throw down the heaven, lift up the earth, harden fountains, 
wash away mountains, raise up ghosts, cast down the gods, 
extinguish the stars and illuminate hell; or, as Virgii says:—

S b c 'l)  promise b y  her therm * to chet g re s l cere*.
( rr eeee the miud* o f meo, end meke the etera 
T o  go beckerard, end river* to *t*od still,
And raise Bocturnal ghost* even et her will,
T o  meke the earth to groan and trees to fall 
From the mountain*.

Hence those things which Lucan relates of Thessala that 
Magician, and Homer of the omnipotence of Circe, which 
opinions are as fallacious, their diligence as superstitious.

1 and their labor as pernicious when covered with the cloak of 
' magic, as when practiced as a wicked Art. Since these things 
' are so, I have wondered in my indignation why as yet no 

man has defended this sublime and sacred discipline from
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the charge of impiety, or had delivered it purely and sincerely 
to us.

Our modern writers, Roger Bacon, Robert, an Englishman 
Peter Apponus, Albertus the Teuton, Arnoldas de Villa Nova 
Anselmc the Parmensian, Picatrix the Spaniard, Cicclus 
Asculus of Florence, and many other writers of obscurer 
names, who, when promising to treat of Magic give us noth
ing but irrationel toys and superstitions unworthy honest men-

Hence my spirit was moved, and partly by reason of admira
tion, and partly by indignation, 1 was willing Jo play the 
philosopher, supposing that I, who have always from my 1 
youth, been a curious and undaunted searcher of wonderful 
effects and mysterious operations, should do no discommend
able work, If I should recover from the charge of impiety, 
that ancient Magic, the discipline of all wise men, purify and 
adorn it with its proper lustre, and vindicate it from the 
injuries of calumniators. And though I long deliberated this 
in my own mind yet never dared to undertake it till after our 
conference on these things at Herbipoles, your transcending 
knowledge, learning and your ardent adhortation, put courage 
and boldness into me.

Selecting the opinions of philosophers of known credit, 
and purging the wicked dissembling and counterfeited knowl
edge introduced by those who teach that magic must be 
learned from very reprobate works of darkness and institutions 
of wonderful operations ; and removing”*!! darkness, I have

and if it lie in my power to serve you, command me. and 
according to your pleasure it shall be done without delay ; 
also let our friendship increase daily ; write often to me, and 
send me some of your labors, I earnestly pray you. Again, 
farewell.

From our Monastery of Feapolis the Sth day of April, anno 
1510.
To the Reverend Father in Christ and most illustrious 

Prince Hermannes, Earl of Wyda, by the grace of God 
Archbishop of the holy church of Colonia, Prince Elector 
of the holy Roman Empire, and chief chancellor through 
Italy, Duke of Westphalia and Angaria and descended of 
the Legate of the holy church of Rome, one of the Vicar* 
General’s Court, Henry Co.nclius Agrippa of Nctteshcim. 
sendeth greeting :
Such is the greatness of your renowned fame, most rever

end and illustrious Prince, such is the greatness of your 
virtues and splendor of learning, and frequent exercise of the 
best learning, and grave oration with solid prudence, and 
elegant readiness of speech, knowledge of many thing*, 
constant religion and commendable conditions with which 
you are endowed beyond the custom of others ; I say nothing 
of those ancient monuments of your eminent nobility, the 
treasures of your riches both old and new, the largeness of 
your dominion, the ornaments of the sacred dignities, with 
the excellency whereof you excel, together with comely form 
and strength of body. Though all these things be very 

at last composed three compendious books of magic, entitling 1 great, yet I esteem you far greater than all these for those 
them “ Of Occult Philosophy,”  being a title less offensive, heroic and super-illustrious virtues, by which you truly have 
which books I submit to your correction and censure, seeing caused, that by Row much the more any one is learned and 
that )©u excel in the knowledge of these things, that if 1 j loves virtue so much the more he may desire to insinuate
have written anything which may tend either to the contume 
ly of nature, offending God or injury of religion, you “may 
condemn the error; but if the scandal of impiety be dis
solved and purged, you may defend the tradition of truth* 
these books and magic itself, that nothing be concealed which 
may be profitable, and nothing approved of which is injurious, 
by which means these three books having passed yonr cx- 
aminatioh with approbation, may at length be thought worthy 
to come forth with good success in public, and may not fear 
to come under the censure of posterity. Farewell, and 
pardon these my bold undertakings.

John Tritemius, Abbot of St. James of Herbipolis, formerly 
of Spanhemia, to his Henry Cornelius Agrippa of Nettes- 
heim, health and love.
Your work, most renowned Agrippa, entitled “ Of Occult 

Philosophy,”  which you have sent by this bearer to be ex 
amined by me, was received by me with how much pleasure 
no mortal tongue can ever express, nor the pen of any write 

I wondered at your more than vulgar learning, that one so 
young should penetrate into such secrets as have been hid 
from most learned men, and not only clearly and truly, but 
also properly and elegantly set forth. Whence first 1 give 
you thanks for your good will to me, and if 1 shall ever be 
able, I shall return you thanks to the utmost of my power. 
Your work, which no learned man can sufficiently commend, 
1 approve of. Now that you may proceed toward higher 
things, as you have begun, and not suffer such excellent parts 
of wits to be idle, I do, with as much earnestness as I can 
advise, entreat and beseech you, that you exercise yourself 
in laboring after better things, and demonstrate the light of 
true wisdom to the ignorant, according as you yourself are 
divinely enlightened ; neither let the consideration of idle, 
vain fellows withdraw you from your purpose. I say of them, 
of whom it is said, the wearied ox treads hard, whereas no 
man in the judgment of the wise can be truly learned, who 
is sworn to the rudiments of only one faculty ; but God has

himself into your favor; whence I also am resolved that your 
favor shall be obtained by me, but a*ter the manner of the 
people of Parthia, not without a present, which custom of salut
ing princes is indeed derived from the ages of the ancients, 
unto these very times, and still we see it observed. And % 
when 1 see certain other very learned men furnish you with fair 
and great presents of their learning, lest 1 only should be a 
neglecter of your worship and reverence, I dare not apply 
myself with empty hands to your greatness. Now being 
thoughtful and looking about in my study to see what present 
1 should bestow upon such an illustrious Prince, behold' 
amongst such things as were closely laid up, the books of 
Occult Philosophy or of Magic presently offered themselves, 
such as I attempted to write whilst I was very young, and 
many years being past, as it were forgetting them, having 
neglected to perfect them ; 1 presently made haste, as it 
were, to pay my vows to complete them and to present them 
to your honor. Truly 1 was persuaded that 1 could give 
nothing more acceptable to you, than a new work of most 
ancient and abstruse learning ; 1 say a work not only of my 
curious youth but a doctrine of antiquity, by none, 1 dare 
say, hitherto attempted to be restored. Yet my works are 
not written to you because they are worthy of you, but that 
they might make a way open for me to gain your favor. I 
beseech, 3-011, if it may be, let them be executed by you. I 
shall be devotedly yours, if these studies of my youth shall 
by the authority of your greatness come unto knowledge, and 
envy being chased away by the power of your worthiness, 
there shall remain the memory of them to me as the fruit of 
a good conscience, and being older I see many things in 
them most profitable, therefore necessary to be known

You have therefore the work, not enly of my youth, but of 
my present age, for 1 have corrected many errata of the work 
of my youth, inserted many things in many places, and have 
added many things to many chapters, which may be easily 
perceived by the inequality of the style ; and so shall you 
know that I shall all my life be devoted to your pleasure.gifted you with a large and sublime wit, not that you should * now 1 " J  7 K T /  1

L E . J ____w  . J T .  n .itk .r think i, suBcieni that vou Urcwcll, most happy Pnoce of happy Coloma.imitate oxen but bitds; neither think it sufficient that you 
should stay about particulars, but lend your miijd confidently 
to universals ; for so much more learned is any one thought 
by the fewer things he is ignorant of. Moreover, your wit 
being fully apt to all things, should be rationally employed, 
not in few or low things, but in many and snblimer. Yet this 
one rule I advise you to observe, Communicate vulgar secrets 
to vulgar friends, but higher and secret, to higher and secret 
friends only. Give hay to an ox, sugar to a parrot only, 
understand my meaning lest you be trod under the oxen's 
feet as it oftentimes falls out. Farewell, my happy friend.

From Mechlina, in the month of January, anno I JJI .

Le t  sev en  harmonious minds form a circle in their desire 
lo ol>*nin ihe higher knowledge of spirit-life; when this is deter
mined, appoint a Secretary to record the communications 
given, and it will be found that there are seven attendant 
spirits whose names will be given; these names will reveal 
the character and quality of the controling spirits who are 
representatives of some human quality of intelligence and 
affection. If those who ate seeking interior truths relating to 
the human spirit will adopt this course, they will be richly 
rewarded—so says an English writer.
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BO STO N  S U N D A Y  H E R A L D .
Foremost among the secular papers that now give a 

fitting space <0 the pros and tons of Spiritualism is the 
Boston Sunday H erald. This journal shows a liberality 
and justice, as rare as it is commendable, towards a 
subject which so many persons, who want to do all the 
thinking for a community, regard with fear and dislike. 
But the H erald will soon learn, if it has not learned 
already, that there is a  large and independent class who { 
wants f a c t s , irrespective of their bearing on this or that 
form of belief, religious or social, and to such persons 
its two columns of matter relating to Spiritualism are 
always welcome ; for it gives both sides to the mooted 
subject, and shows a disposition to enforce fair play i 
between the opposite parties. Spiritualists claim to have 
a vast body of proved phenomena for the basis of their 
hypothesis ; and if these are facts they cannot be anni- j 
hilated by a man's shutting his eyes to them. The best 
way for our secular editors lo do is to face them bravely, | 
as the Herald does, and not try to blink them out of \ 
sight ; for facts must win in the long run. “ Nothing so , 
brutal as a fact,”  says Broussais. It heeds no one’s 
feeling, cares for nobody’s prejudices, pet theories, likes 
or dislikes ;  enters what some regard the very holy of I 
holies with its shoes on, and upsets old notions and 
conventions with a wholly rem orseless disregard of : 
consequences. It is the greatest of iconoclasts. Never 
theless, “ G ive u ; facts," say we. T h is is G od’s Universe 
and others may kick and rail at the promulgation of 
facts displeasing to them, and like Tyndall try to stig
matize investigation as “ intellectual whoredom.”  Such 
words betray merely the cowardice of the utterer. They 
are the “ forcible feeble" expression of one who is afraid 
that he will yet have to believe against his wishes.

S V O tlT U A L  T E A C H IN G S .
“ You would not subject a young man or woman, whose 

habits you would keep pure and above reproach—to the con
taminating influence of the purlieus of vice. Then remember 
that you should not subject newly developed mediums, to the 
influences of a promiscuous, thoughtless crowd oi people, 
whose spirit-friends are base, and would, if in their power, 
secure a medium, and monopolize the control for the gratifi
cation of such thoughtless people without regard to ftuihful- 
ness or propriety.”

The above is from the Religio-l’ hilosophical Journal. 
When such teachings have a greater prominence than at 
present then may we look Tor more spirituality among 
Spiritualists. It is pleasant to note these signs of im- j 
provement as they occasionally manifest themselves, 
indicating glorious possibilities in the future. We 
would teach, as a corollary to the above propositoin, that 
mediums, being sensitive to all influences, should indi- '

vidually adopt a high standard for their moral govern
ment, and rigidly, under all circumstances, adhere to 
their inner convictions concerning Right and Wrong, 
Good and Evil, True and False. The Religio advertises 
$750 reward for the D e v il; we regard temptation as 
the great and existing Devil. H is deadly enemy is the 
fervent aspiration that finds expression in the prayer of 
four words, “ D e l i v e r  u s  f r o m  e v i l . ”  We believe, 
with the R . P. Journal, that “ An aspiration for the good, 
the beautiful, the intelligent and the truthful always 
meets with its just reVard.”

THE BANNER MESSAGE DEPARTMENT.
The Spiritual Scientist has a short article in telation to the 

arrangement for restoring the message department- in the 
Banner of Light. It says that “ harm rather than good, must 
be done to Spiritualism by these unauthenticated messages.” 
It also makes the fezoint that these messages do notlzear 
internal evidence o f being genuine. Now we hope that the 
Banner will not put itself on its dignity, and maintain the 
policy of silence towards its contemjzorary ; for this is a fait 
matter for discussion, and if there is no force in this criti
cism, it ought to be shown. If that journal says nothing, 
the inference will be that it has nothing to say in vindication 
of spirit-messages.—N ew  Age.

The point is well taken, neighbor. The subject is  a 
fair matter for discussion, for our position is a strong 
one. We do not expect a reply in defence, for there is 
no defence. It can say nothing in vindication. To 
their friends, intelligent Spiritualists who are interested 
in the advancement of the cause, and who deprecate the 
publication of unauthenticated spirit-patchwork, they 
may say, “ it pays.”  Perhaps it does, financially ; indeed 
the wealth of the firm proves the assumption. It is also 
a fact that Spiritualism has not raised the mass of pro
fessing Spiritualists to that plane of spirituality which 
they would have attained had all of its leaders been 
faithful to their trust as representatives of the spirit- 
world.

A  G E N T L E  H IN T .
Anybody that knows anything of the fierce jealousy power

ful physical mediums usually'bear to each other, will see that 
there is great simplicity in" the Spiritual Scientist thinking 
that Mrs. Huntoon ought to have consented to be tested by 
Dr. Slade. It is an act of impertinence and insult for one 
medium to offer to test another.—London Spiritu a list.

The London Spiritualist has no authority for asserting, 
or leaving it to be inferred, that the Spiritual Scientist 
ever did think “ that Mrs. Huntoon ought to have cpn- 
sented to be tested by Dr. S lade.”  Certainly our remarks 
concerning Mrs. Huntoon will not admit of any such 
interpretation. Mrs. Huntoon did not recognize either 
Dr. Slade or our correspondent ; nor did they intend 
that she should.

The editorial remarks in the Spiritual Scientist, which 
accompanied the report, were simply an endorsement 
of our correspondent. In a subsequent issue, when a 
friend of Mrs.* Huntoon wrote to us explaining that 
Mrs. Huntoon d id  not know D r. Slade, and “ thought it 
some New York game in regard to Dr. M iller’s challenge”  
we said that “ she should not have refused to give a test 
seance to investigators who had travelled a long distance 
and were willing to pay her liberally for her tim e." The 
application of this remark is general and neither the 
language that precedes or follows it will warrant an 
assertion that we expressed an opinion that ‘ ‘M rs. H un
toon ought to have consented to have been tested by 
Dr. S lade.”  The London Spiritualist, on this occasion 
at least, exhibits either ignorance or carelessness that 
does not befit a scientific journal. We are willing that 
it should air its superior(?) knowledge, but we hope in 
the future it will find an opportunity to do so without 
misrepresenting the Spiritual Scientist.
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T Y  F O R G E T  N O T— G O D  IS  JU S T .

EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS.
Algernon Joy, Esq., seems to understand the “ slender 

business connection” of Dr. Child with the Holmeses.

T he  B a n n e r  of  L ight  copies the report of the recep
tion to Mrs. Floyd, which recently appeared in the columns of 
the Scientist and adds “ We hold Mrs. Floyd in high appreci
ation and indulge the hope that in the near future she may be 
again heard upon the public rostrum.”

H e r n e , the physical medium of Eng., is the victim of 
circumstances, and a number of prominent skeptics charge 
him with fraud at a seance in Liverpool. Spiritualists are 
divided in opinion as to whether the witnesses, the spirit or 
the medium are responsible in this matter.

S e r j e a n t  C o x , president of the Psychological Society of 
Great Britain, arraigns Prof. Tyndall fo.‘ pronouncing judg
ment upon psychological phenomena without investigation. 
He says “ if a psychologist were to publish of Prof. Tyndall’s 
experiments with flames—which he had never seen—that 
they were the “ intellectual whoredom of acoustics,” would 
not the Professor indignantly demand the injustice of one 
scientist passing out ot his own science to condemn another 
science ot which he knows nothing. Eminently applicable 
to him is the proverb, “AV sulor, ctr.'*

M RS. H A R D Y ’S H AN D S.
A S A T IS F A C T O R Y  T E S T  P R O P O S E D  B Y  C O L. O LC O T T .

To the E d ito r o f The S p iritu a l S cien tist:
S ir  :—It is the easiest thing in the world for Mrs. Hardy s 

mediumship to be proved beyond dispute, and without sub
jecting her to the pain or indignities which too often medi
ums are forced to suffer at the hands of uninventive investi
gators.

It only requires that the vessel contaning the melted 
paraffine, together with a suitable cushion upon which to lay 
the perfected mould or moulds, should be enclosed in a wire 
box, having a hinged lid and furnished with a hasp to which 
any investigator might attach his own seal or padlock.

The moulding of spirit forms is an experiment of so inter
esting and valuable a character, that it would be a vast pity 
not to demonstrate its possibility beyond question.

Can any one tell the limits of its utility ? I think Spirit
ualists have not quite realized them as yet.

N ew  Y o r k , J a n . i s , 1876.
H e n r y  S. O l c o t t .

T H E  ST . P E T E R S B U R G  IN V E ST IG A T IO N  OF 
S P IR IT U A L IS M .

TH E  PETTY BROTHERS RETU RN  TO T H E IR  HOME A T NEW
C A S T L E , ENG.

' P he following account is copied from the current number 
1  of Psychic Studies (Leipsic), which is edited by M. Alex

andre Aksakof
The boys Joseph and William Petty, aged thirteen and 

seventeen years, were chosen by the editor during his recent 
visit to England on behalf of the St. Petersburg committee, 
because the manifestations which he had the opportunity cf 
witnessing in their home at Newcastle, were produced when 
they sat outside the curtain , with a moderate amount of light, 
so that their every movement could be seen. Under the 
same conditions the movement of objects, which had been 
placed behind the curtain, was also regularly obtained, with
out human contact. The mother of the boys had always 
been present at the seances, being the principal medium in 
the family. Her state of health, however, did not admit of 
her accompanying the boys to Russia. It was a matter of 
some importance and difficulty as to whether the media* 
power of the boys could be elicited without the mother’s 
presence. M. Aksakof had two sittings with the boys alone 
in their own house, and the manifestations were very good, 
but the mother afterwards informed him that although she 
had been in another room, she felt great exhaustion while the 
seance was going on. M. Aksakof then had a sitting w ith 
the boys away from their home. The manifestations oc
curred, but were much weaker. As, however, no other 
mediums had at that time placed themselves at his disposal, 
M. Aksakof resolved to give the boys a trial. Two seances, 
held at Berlin, had moderately good* results, and gave oromise 
of something better to come. The first sittings at M. Aksa- 
kof’s house in St. Petersburg were pretty good ; but from

that time the power of the medium declined, and even weak 
manifestations could, only be obtained in the same house in 
complete darkness; six seances with the committee were 
entirely without result. In order to fix a limit to the investi
gation, the committee had already resolved that if, after forty 
seances, nothing worthy of its present attention nor of sub
sequent study should transpire, it should feel justified in 
closing the inquiry. In the face of this it was clearly evident 
that to continue the .seances with the Pettys would only be to 
compromise the whole matter. M. Aksakof therefore con
sidered it his duty to break them off, and to recommend the 
committee to await the advent of a medium of more decided 
power. He hopes that his efforts in this direction may be 
finally crowned with iuccess, and that in January. 1S7G , he 
may have the pleasure of announcing the arrival 0! >uui a 
medium in St. Petersburg.

SPIRITUAL PHOTOGRAPH!
W RITER in the London Medium and Daybreak proposing 
some interesting experiments in photographing the inv is

ible says :—
1 do not know as the experiment has ever been made or 

even attempted, of photographing the flames from magnets 
as seen by sensitive persons, and described by Reirhenbach, 
but it would be a highly interesting one to succeed in. Not 
much apparatus is lequired, but total darkness and a -err 
would be inriispensible, in order to be certain that the eman
ation did occur. This should be followed, if surcessiul. In 
obtaining photographs of the light, seen by sensitives, 
emanating lrom the fingers of the mesmerizer. Perhaps the 
most satisfactory ways of showing this would be to show the 
effect of the emanation rather than the emanation itself, f or 
this purpose, gum strips of black paper on to a glass plate, 
anil a small piece of card at each corner, to prevent contact 
with a sensitised plate, on which lay it, with the strips down
wards, and in complete darkness let a powerful mesmerizer 

{ act on the plate as if a patient was before his hand. If on 
: developing the emanation is proved to have a darkening 
effect on the photographic preparation, a step of importance 
will have been made towards elucidating the mystery and 

1 wonder of spirit-photograpny. It may very naturally be said, 
as these experiments are not very elaborate, it would be 
better to make thtm, and write about them afterwards. It 
no doubt would be so, but nnfortunately circumstances have 
combined to entirely incapacitate me for pur>umg that desir
able course. 1 can only, therefore, hope that those who are 
engaged in studying the phenomena of spirit-photography 
w ill undertake to make these, which may be called prelimina
ry experiments.

A R E M A R K A B L E  C A S E  OF T R A N C E .

A  R E M A R K A B LE  case 6f  trance-mediumship is reported 
from Rochdale, Eng. A young woman, the daughter of 

a farmer, while in the shippon, milking the cows, became 
entranced, and, astonishing to relate, has remained in that 
state, up to last accounts, ten days, and according to her con
trols, will yet have to remain so another fourteen or fifteen 
days. She seems to be under the power of a number of 
spirits, foieign and English. One of the controls, speaking 
in the foreign tongue, and English as well, by that means 
was enabled to explain in English what he had spoken in his 
own tongue, and to inquiries as to what country he belonged, 
he replied he was an Italian. A gentleman present desirous 
of testing his assertions, then and there ported off for au 
Italian who resided in the neighborhood, and in a little time 
returned, bringing a respectable Italian and his wife. Imme
diately upon their entrance, the medium stretched out her 
hands to greet them, and exclaimed : “ A* bta.keo r o i t t  f  Is 
your arm broken?” the Italian having his arm in a sling. She 
then conversed in short sentences, such as telling, the 
Italian if he committed sin he would stain his garments, 
which the Italian interpreted for us, and was confirmed by 
his wife, both of whom seemed bewildered, not knowing 
anything of Spiritualism. Upon their retiring from the room, 
the medium bid them farewell in Italian, shaking hands with 
them at the same time. To the fourteen or more persons 
present, who knew her to be an uneducated woman, it was 
certainly very satisfactory. The medium has been tested by 
bringing articles from a distance, belonging to friends who 
have passed away, when they have been fully identified by 
the owners themselves, taking control, and speaking about 
the articles, and giving names and particulars. According to 
her statement, this had to take place in her twenty-second 
year, and in her twenty-fourth year something more wonder 
ful will happen.
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SYM BO LISM .

» Y  P R A T E R  W. R . W O O D M A N , M .D ., 8 ®  S E C R E T A R Y -G E N E R A L .

That mao from the earliest period of his existence wor
shipped the one true God we have every evidence that 

can be given. This pure worship continued for some consid
erable space of time, being handed down from father to son 
until it became corrupted by the introduction of numerous 
objects of adoration, some of which were regarded as adverse 
or destroying agencies, others as beneficent or creative and 
preservative powers.

The first symbols in use were doubtless rude attempts to 
portray the image of the thing they were intended to repre
sent. There is no doubt but that in the dark ages of Chris
tianity the symbols and images of saints and angels, and holy 
pictures, became objects of actual worship (not to mention 
the relics of many holy men and women enclosed in their 
ewelled shrines). Intended at first to recall the good deeds 
and holy works of the original, the symbol or image was 
itself worshipped, and no doubt with so many objects of 
adoration around him claiming his devotion, the worshipper 
of that dark period in the church’s history had but little time 
or reverence left for the worship of the true and living God. 
In the Chinese language, which is no doubt of greater antiq
uity than we commonly suppose, every word has its symbol 
or sign, which ..as intended to convey its meaning in a picto
rial form, corrupted and abbreviated by use and necessity. 
Thus in this language there are several thousands of so- 
called letters, or more properly speaking, “ logogram s”  as 
each represents an entire word. The ancient Egyptians in 
their several writings or hieroglyphics followed a somewhat 
similar practice, though they retained the form and outline of 
the thing thus pictorially written.

In later times characters representing, either singly or in 
combination, the sounds of the various words of the spoken 
language were adopted ; and this is the most complete form 
of writing with which we are at present acquainted. There 
is a  form of writing still more perfect, though only used by 
the professional reporter, in which the lines or curves repre 
venting the loading consonant sound or sounds in a word, 
and frequently even in a common phrase, are used as a short 
though unerring method of recording the idea.

We having now traced Sym bolism  through its various 
phases as it bears on w ritin g  as a mode of conveying and 
perpetuating facts and ideas, let us trace it in its relation to 
religion in the various ages with whose history we are more 
or less conversant. The pure worship of the Most High, the 
Great Creator and Preserver of all things, was by degrees 
corrupted. The visible was adored instead of the invisible. 
"They worshipped and served the creature more than the 
Creator.”  God appeared clothed in darkness, “ and lo, an 
horror of great darkness fell upon him (Abram), and He said 
Onto Abram,”  &c. He also appeared enveloped in fire in 
the midst of the burning bush; also He is described as 
“ descending in fire”  upon Mount Sinai, which was enveloped 
in a thick cloud, with thunders and lightnings, at the time 
when the Decalogue was promulgated, as recorded in the 
Book of Exodus, “ so that all the people trembled.”  “ And 
Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with 
God ; and they stood at the nether part of the mount. And 
Mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the Lord 
descended upon it in fire ; and the smoke thereof ascended 
as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked 
greatly.”  Thus Lightning, and Thunder, and Fire became 
objects of worship, as they were the surroundings of the 
Deity, they became associated with His presence, and thus 
endowed in the minds of the ignorant with Divine attributes ; 
terror probably gave an impetus to the belief, and Fire has 
always been associated with Divine power and glory.

Symbolical lights, which mean the Divinity of Fire, abound 
in ceremonies observed throughout the world. The marriage 
feast, the altar with its many lights, and the festival of the 
Holy Nativity, the Baal fires on the mountain tops, the votive 
sanctuary lights in the secluded hermitage, in the “ Chapetle 
A r d e n t ! in the Romish funeral observances, with its abun
dance of silent touching lights around the splendid catafalque 
or twinkling singly pale and ineffectual, at the deathlyd in 
the cottage of the peasant; the innumerable torches at the 
stately funeral, or at any pompous celebration, mean the

same. In short, light all over the world, when applied to 
religious rites, and to ceremonial, whether in ancient or 
modern times, bespeaks the same origin, and struggles 
express the same meaning, which is Parseeism, or the wor 
ship of the deified F ir e , disguised in many theological or 
theosopl.ic forms.

It will, we trust, never be supposed that we mean in this, 
rea l fire , but only the inexpressible something of which real 
fire, or rather its flower of glory, is the gross and visible 
though inadequate image. I am indebted for a portion of 
the last few lines, and the ideas conveyed in them, to the 
well-known author of "The Rosicrucians,”  who also, quoting 
from another, says, “ So true it is that God loves to retire into 
His clouded Throne, and thickening the darkness that en
compasses h is  awful Majesty, He inhabits an inaccessible 
light, and lets none into His truths but the poor in spirit.”  
The Rosicrucians contended that these so “ poor in spirit” 
meant themes1 ves, and implied their abasement before God. 
Man was to nave lived as the angels, of an impregnable, 
impassible vitality, taking his respiration, not by short 
snatches as it Were, but as out of the great cup of the centu
ries. H e was to be the spectator of Nature—not Nature his 
spectator. The real objects of the adept were, in truth, to 
remain no longer a slave to those things supposed to be 
necessities, but by the assistance of Heaven to remove back 
to Heaven's original intention; to rise superior to the conse
quences of the original Curse, and to tread under foot, in 
vindicating the purpose of God, that mortal (however seduc
tive), sexual, distinctive degradation, entailing dissolution, 
heired from Adam, or from the first transgression. That 
poverty, and celibacy (under certain limitations) must be the 
obligations of the true Brothers of the “ R.C.”  will at once 

' be seen from the above reasons, however wild and mistaken 
—barely even comprehensible. The original curse was 
entailed upon mankind by eating of

“ th« fmit
O f that lot bidden ‘tree,’ w hose mortal u»te 
Brought death into the world and all our w oe."

I The Logos or Word, the Divine Wisdom, Christ symbolized 
by the Cross, provided the only remedy, and therefore the 

| Cross is the most precious emblem ; it is the true Talism an 
i  to litt fallen man from his lost position, and raise his soul to 
1 that highest of all conceivable beatitude a reunion with the 
1 Father of All.

The flame that points upward is symbolical of Him; the 
1 tall spires of our churches, th*.obelisks of Kgypt, the stone 

which Jacob set up after hhQjorious vision of the ladder 
leading to heaven, all remind us of Him who dwells there ; 
and the sum of all the stars, though worshipped by man in his 
ignorance, are but the reflection of the Glory of the Great 
Architect of the universe.

Form Human Nature. ~p

T H E  D O U BLE.
B K  G . .D A M I A N ! .

A s th e  interesting phenomena of the Double is now at.
tracting the particular attention of Spiritualists, and is 

likely to do so for :  long time to come, it is well that every 
student of Spiritualism bring his mite of experience, that 
light might be thrown on the subject. It is this considera
tion which induces me to send you a few jottings on facts 
obtained in this direction.

You are aware that Naples possesses a trance medium of 
very great power in the person of the Baronness Cerrapica. 
Through this medium, with whom 1 have frequent sittings, 
our spiritual circle has often been placed in communion with 
spirits yet in the flesh. I might fill many pages of the inter
esting conversations we have had with some of the greatest 
living mentalities of the world, who one and all have estab
lished their identity by propounding or enlarging upon their 
philosophical, scientific, or political theories. But as it 
would not be advisable to give their names, and without 
these it would be uninteresting to relate their conversation, 
1 must confine myself to one case alone.

About six weeks ago, there manifested through our lady, 
medium the incarnated spirit of our mutual friend, Dr. 
Nehrer, who is now staying in his native country, Hungary. 
The personation could not be more satisfactory ; the gesture, 
the voice, the pronounciation were through the medium per-
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fectly represented, and we could not help feeling we were in 
the presence of Dr. Nehrer. He said he was slumbering on 
the couch after the day’s work, and related many particulars 
of a private nature, entirely unknown to every sitter in the 
circle. The next day I wrote to the doctor, telling him of 
the phenomena, and transcribing what his double had told us 
the previous evening. In reply, the doctor informed me that 
the particulars given by his spirit were perfectly correct in 
every point, and sent me a relation of similar facts, met by 
him in different works and manuscripts, in the course of his 
spiritual studies. These tacts, seeming to me possesed of 
some interest, I send them to you herewith for the advantage 
of your readers. N a p l e s , July 31, 1875

I>R. N E H R F .R ’ s  R E L A T IO N .

“ In the course of my studies about the important and 
highly interesting subject of the Double, 1 perused a notable 
part of Ger.nan literature on Magic, I)a.*monology, Theurgy. 
DeUteroscopy, on Divination, Visions, Second Sight, and 
l'neumatology, which helped me to find out numerous cases 
and facts confirming this wonderful endowment of the human 
spirit manifesting itself apart from his living material enve
lope. By far the richest and most reliable source for my 
investigations was my friend Mr. Henry Stratil’s diary, com
menced in 1856. and continued till now with the most scrupu
lous exactitude. This authentic report of all the spiritual 
seances, partly in Vienna and partly at Modling, was opened 
to me with the greatest liberaitty, and with a pure and noble 
intention to propagate spiritual knowledge. Our zealous and 
indefatigable representative of Spiritualism in Austria, at 
the age of eighty-two years, shows the same interest in the 
great subject which animated him in younger years, and 
though not a medium himself, he is eminently gifted for 
developing mediumistic qualities in other persons, several of 
whom have attained a high degree of power.

In his circle, manifestations were obtained generally by 
two mediums sitting opposite and placing their hands on a 
planchette, furnished with a lead pencil; sometimes through 
one iqedium only. Mr. G. B., a gentleman of learning and 
high respectability, is one' of the best of the mediums, 
developed by Mr. Stratil, his peculiarity consisting in draw
ing and writing mechanically with a pen or pencil. He 
usually does not place his hand on the paper, but keeps it 
free from every support. No intuition of what he is to write 
ever pervades his mind. He declares himself quite incapa
ble of conceiving that which he writes down. This involun
tary action, however indubitable, he would never attribute to 
the influence of an invisible intelligence present able to im
press his hand and use it as an instrument. In my presence 
he repeatedly declared his incapacity of accounting for this 
involuntary drawing and writing; yet the only reasonable 
explanation he obstinately refused to accept. In vain, during 
the lapse of fifteen years, did many of the spirits v ho con
trolled him, and amongst them his own grandfather, endeavor 
with arguments and strong proofs of their identity to persuade 
him that he was an instrument in the hands of the spiiits. 
He would only accept the fact of his own existence. On 
the 1st of November, 1875, Mr. G. B., on putting his hand 
on the planchette, wrote as follows :—

‘ It is 1, thy own double, facing thee now, free from thy 
material substance. Be not afraid, and bear thy own pres
ence, which thou feelest like a cold, coming from a blast, 
on thv forehead. It i$ thy spectral double that produces it. 
We shall associate very soon and work together for a result, 
which is not easily obtained. Take care to keep thy actions 
above my criticism. 1 shall be an inexorable and incorrupti
ble judge of them, as well as of thv words and thy undertak 
ings. Remember this ! adieu ! Tny ow n double.’

Mr. G. B., quite astonished at this severe and unexpected 
apostrophe, asked whether he was allowed to put some 
questions.

Answer:—‘ 1 have spoken to thee very often, but thou hast 
not comprehended me. Poor Ci. B . ! thou wishest to con
verse with me now ? Abstain ; if ever thou hadst an exas
perated and implacable enemy on earth, that is I ’.

‘ Being my own double, how mayest thou be my enemy ?’
‘ If thou art unable to understand this, ask the Dualists, 

and they will explain it all to thee, hxamine thy mind and 
thou wilt see what offence thou hast given me. I was

deprived of many a blessing on earth, and of some true 
heavenly aspirations by thee—mind that.’

‘Pray be more explicit; I never would offend thee.'
‘Do not tease me any longer. I return to thee, into my 

own dwelling. I am the substance which through thee, sees, 
hears, smells and feels. I am sucking on the breast of our 
holy mother, Nature, whereas thou art spoilt by art, distorted, 
and thus very much estranged from me, a true mundane 
being, with whom I can deal no longer.’

‘ Is not this an arch trick of my witty friend Strati ?*
‘Thou art blind and silly, though coupled with me like a 

Siamese twin. Enough; 1 must join you. Our abnormal 
separation can last no longer; it might injure thee.’

“ Mr. G. B., the medium, desired to have another question 
answered, but in vain ; all communication was at «n end 
Next seance, his grandfather, a most benevolent and learned 
spirit, was evoked, and requested to give some explanation 
respecting this surprising phenomenon. Strange to say, the 
evocation was made by that same G. B., whose skepticism in 

| spiritual communion would have induced him to deny the 
next moment that he had dealings with the spirits. However, 
the follow ing communication was obtained :—

‘ I ought to renounce the task of making you understand 
these things by means of regular deduction. Perhaps a para- 

I ble may serve to give you an idea of it. Fancy a portion of 
quicksflver, which is reflecting your own portrait—your bodily 
double—like a mirror. Suppose you hit the quicksilver globe, 
it will divide itself into many smaller ones. Compare man's 
body to the globe in question. Each little part of it reflects 
your whole frame. Now, pray, rise a little higher, and con
sider my own individuality abiding now in the seventh sphere 
or region I am living in a body, seemingly as I lived on 
e.irth before death. If you could see me now, you would 
find me surrounded by the same persons that composed my 

I household, when I was here. There you would meet my 
wife, my children, old, peevish Tom the footman, good, old. 
stupid Catherine, and Kate the servant-maid, and even thyself, 
as a boy nine years old. Consider, also, that these spirits 
belong to different spheres, and like you some of them are 
now on earth, and in the flesh, and yet they live with me 
Furthermore, that although dwelling in a high spirit-sphere. 
•I am on earth, being your guardian spirit, fulfilling besides 
some other missions, imposed on me by the Supreme Being 
in consequence of which I am called to several other places 

‘How can this ubiquity of the spirit be understood Y 
‘Only by the above-mentioned parable of the shivering to 

pieces of our individuality, which during earth-life is kept 
together apparently by the bodily frame. After death our 
spiritual fragments may be shattered, according to divine and 

1 eternal laws. Even during earth-life cases may occur, where 
the same manifold manifestation of our spirit is to be ob
served, together with an inconceivable antagonism to itself. 
You were experiencing a specimen of this antagonism not 
long ago, and I advise you not to court a repetition of it, por 
to resist it, if it takes place spontaneously. By all meaa* 
do not make the intercourse with thy own double, or manifold 

. selves, periodical. There is something abnormal in k. and a 
repetition of it could not but prove injurious.’

I * “ Some months after this remarkable communication, at 
, another seance with Mr. Stratil, medium, G. B. got another 
( message, signed : *G. B.’ Inquiring about the meaning of 

these initial letters, the following answer was obtained
‘Do not feign more ignorance than thou really possesses? 

Thou knowest the writer very well, but choosest to disown 
him on purpose. Thy soul is unveiled before me. My knowl
edge of the uncomfortable dissension within thy mind, which 
enables me to step before thee, for the sake of lecturing thee 
like a stranger; the same knowledge of the deepj^ilph, never 

! to be replenished, between mind and spirit, head and heart.
will and skill, wish and hope, doubt and conviction, gwres thee 

I so much uneasiness, thou foolish man, who art disposed to 
persuade thyself of the non-existence of these facts. Look 

! into thy own mind, and tell me whether 1 am mistaken?*
‘What shall I do to make this antagonism cease Y 
‘But very little is required of thee, in order that thou 

mayest be in harmony with thyself. Above all, do not be so 
obstinate, and cease shutting up thy heart so wantonly agams: 
a sounder and better conviction. Cease in thy pretens*>n> 
to a strong mind, whereas thou are art only stubborn; do not 

| believe thyself to be an honest skeptic, whereas like a wiktul 
and capricious child, thou art simply in opposition with posi
tive facts, which will exist, whether sanctioned by thy under
standing or not. Thy own body is crowded by all sorts of 
spirits ; the various strata of the atmosphere are filled with 
the atoms of the world unseen, and I am sojourning amongst 
them If thou wouldst wooder and worship, marvel and
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exult like myself. The great fact of the existence of God 
is now lea vine the region of the spirit-world, by the means 
the Almighty Ruler thinks best fitted for the capacity of a 
benighted generation.’

*Our baffled medium nevertheless ventured to ask for soma 
materia) proofs of the existence of a realm of spirits, desir
ous to effect his utter conversion. But no answer was 
given, and Mr. G. B. was advised only not to detain his 
double any longer, for it might injure him. This extraordi
nary manifestation was occasioned, no doubt, in order to 
impress Mr. G. B., whose state of mind required the applies, 
tion of a powerful remedy. Anyhow, coming as it did from 
an incarnated spirit, it serves to illustrate our subject, which 
through further investigations, and researches in different 
quarters, may confirm the reality of the statements obtained 
through that medium, and the authenticity of which I warrant.”

PO PU LA R E R R O R S W ITH  R E G A R D  TO 
S P IR IT U A L IS M .

A t  t h e  National Conference of Spiritualists recently held 
in London, a paper on the “ Popular Errors in Regard to 

Spiritualism”  was read by H. T. Humphreys. We make the 
following extracts:—
T H E  E R R O N E O U S  N O TIO N  T H A T _  S P I R I T U A L I S T S  C A l . L  U P  

S P I R I T S .

One of the most persistent popular errors which we meet 
in the columns of newspapers is that Spiritualists invoke 
spirits. We still see at times the stale and would-be witty 
remark, that it would be better to ha\e no future life, then to 
be at the beck and call of every circle that might choose to 
summon ns to knock tables and chairs about for them. This 
double-barrelled charge of blank cartridge, not satisfied with 
the error first alluded to, is loaded with the other assumption 
that Spiritualism consists in knocking furniture about. On 
this latter point I cannot help thinking that Spiritualists are 
somewhat to blame for dwelling too strongly on physical 
manifestations, and too frequently keeping in the background 
developments of a much higher character ; and I propose to 
say a little more presently about it. With respect to the first 
I may say that it is not very long since our secretary received 
a letter, asking for directions for the invocation of spirits, and 
especially asking how to call up the special spirit with which 
the writer might at the moment wish to communicate. The , 
natural feeling of a Spiritualist is to laugh at such questions, j 
but it may be worth considering w hether Spiritualists have 
been always careful to deny the erroneous assumption. Have 
they propcrlv put before the public the fact that the answer 
ing query of Hotspur to Glendower—

“ But will they come when yon do call lor them ?*’

remains as pregnant to-day as it was in the days of Queen 
Elizabeth ? The public should be plainly told that we do 
not spirits, out that we are ready to assist them to
come to us ; that our view is that when we sit down to a 
circle we simply enable a few of the hundred of spirits who 
are anxious to communicate with us to fulfil their desire to 
some extent, and that no Spiritualist of my experience would 
for a moment thtok of summ<min& any spirit to approach 
him. *

T H E  F A L L I B I L I T Y  O F S P IR IT S .

Another not by any means unnatural error I have seen 
broadly stated in a leading article to the effect that if we were 
certain these communications came from spirits we ought to 
listen to them with the utmost respect, and to be wholly 
guided by their advice. This is precisely what Spiritualism 
teaches us we ought not to do, and no harm would result to 
the cause of Spiritualism by plainly setting before the public 
our views that spirits are but men disembodied, some being 
better and some probably worse than those still in the body ; 
interesting as it may be to communicate with any, we know 
that some will deceive if possible, or otherwise injure those 
whom they address. Our business is to seek communica- ! 
tions with such as are better than ourselves, spirits from 
whom we may learn something of value, but we should be 
very chary indeed of taking their advice on matters connect
ed with our worldly affairs. No doubt these are truisms to 
most of my hearers, but they ought, so far as may be, to be 
impressed upon the public when such gross ignorance is dis
played as to our views of spirit life.

IS  IT  W E L L  TO  G IV E  L E S S  A T T E N T IO N  TO  P H Y S IC A L  

M A N IF E S T A T IO N S  ?

As regards physical manifestations, it is true that, when 
witnessed under favorable circumstances, they are most 
potent incentives to inquiry, and further, are not unfrequently

productive of conviction of the truth of Spiritualism. It is 
however, questionable whether they are the best or the most 
convincing evidence, and it may be worth considering 
whether Spiritualists do not seek after them with too much 
eagerness, and even at times accept them as genuine with 
somewhat greater readiness than is altogether wise. With 
regard to physical manifestations generally very great diffi
culties exist, and it is to be feared that those who seek to 
witness them, are often too ready to accept conditions which, 
however necessary they may appear to be, certainly are of 
such a character as to facilitate imposture, if such be intended. 
Total darkness and actual immobility on the part of the 
visitors, carefully arranged under the direction of the medium, 
are too commonly conditions to which visitors submit. 
Under these conditions the application of tests becomes a 
matter of extreme difficulty, and in general nothing is known 
beforehand of the integritvof the medium. Under the con
ditions above alluded to, tnc temptation to imposture is very 
strong, quite irrespective of any pecuniary advantage to be 
secured oy it. W# are all aware of the uncertainty of any 
manifestation, sought for, and it must be a hard thing for a 
medium to a&tain from satisfying visitors by doing what may 
be easily accomplished and very difficult to-detect. We must 
all remember that there may be imposture of which the 
medium is unconcious. (Hear, hear.) During a trance, the 
muscles of the medium may be employed to produce phenom
ena which, though spiritual, are not of the direct character 
looked fo r ; writing, given through the hand of a medium, is 
as truly spiritual as is direct writing, but is to an unbeliever 
in Spiritualism a totally different affair, and no one would 
appeal to the former as an evidence equal to the latter.
T H E  N A T U R E  O F  T H E  S P IR IT S  WHO P R O D U C E  P H Y S IC A L  

M A N IF E S T A T IO N S .

Another point of some importance with regard to physical 
phenomena is that so far as I lenow they are, in the majority 
of cases, the work of spirits in a low state of development. 
Hence, apart from the consideration of the waste of time and 
power which mfght be more suitably employed in acquiring 
information of lasting value, there is the difficulty of guard
ing against the possible deceitfulness of the spirits them
selves. Also, as we are aware .that the old proverb of “ birds 
of a feather”  has received a good deal of exemplification in 
Spiritualism, we should require strong testimony to the 
thoroughly fair and honorable character of the mediums in 
whose presence physical marvels occur. In no case ought 
they to be accepted without the most searching scrutiny. 1 
hope no one will suppose from these remarks that I have any 
desire to hinder the investigation of physical phenomena ; 
but I think it worth considering whether any very great ad
vance has been made, or is to be expected from these coarse 
developments. The transport of Mrs. Guppy for a mile and 
a half through the air, remarkable as such a manifestation 
must appear, differs but in degree from the lifting of a table 
bodily six inches from the floor. If we are fully satisfied 
that the latter has been done, there is no reason to deny the 
other.

C H A N G E S IN S P IR IT U A L IS M  IN G R E A T  
B R IT A IN .

T h e  London Spiritualist says : “ At the present time, both 
I in London and in the country, there are visible marks of 

a process of separation going on between educated and uned
ucated Spiritualists, so far as organized action is concerned. 
In London, attempts to promote dissension by broadcast 
misrepresentation have had little effect because every one is 
tolerably well aware of the actual facts, so the separation 
arises from a more deeply rooted cause. The same division 
seems to be going on elsewhere, ard we do not see that any 
power on earth can prevent it. In Dalston, for instance, 
some few Spiritualists once separated, without any quarrel, 
from the local society there, and formed a new one in the imme
diate neighborhood—the reason apparently being that people 
of different orders of thought do not feel so comfortable in 
each other’s presence a« they do in the company of those 
with whom they are entirely in sympathy. Perhaps it is as 
well that this should be so, and that we should all agree to 
differ. When once all the% incongruous elements have 
settled down into harmonious groups, each working in its 
own way, It is to be hoped that the sections will all assist 
each other, and, like a bouquet of summer flowers, form a 
more pleasing combination than would be the case if all the 
parts were characterized by absolute uniformity.



S P IR IT U A L  SCIENTIST. 2 3 9

How To Form A Spirit Circle.
I r  i» calculated that one person ia every seven might 

become a medium by observing the proper conditions. 
T he thousands of Spiritualists have, in most cases, 
arrived at their conclusions by agencies established by 
themselves and independently of each other and of the 
services of professional mediums. Every spiritualist is 
indeed an “  investigator,” —-it may be at an advanced 
stage; and that all may become so, the following cons 
ditions are presented as those under which the phe
nomena may at all times be evplved.

Inquirers into Spiritualism should begin by forming 
spirit circles in their own homes, with no Spiritualist or 
professional medium present. Should no results he 
obtained on the first occasion, try again with other sit. 
ters. One or more persons possessing media! powers 
without knowing it are to be found in nearly every 
household.

i. Let the room be of a comfortable temperature, 
but cool rather than warm—let arrangements be made 
that nobody shall enteP it, and that there shall be no 
interruption for one hour during the sitting of the cir
cle.

a Let the circle consist of from three or five to ten 
ind viduals, about the same number of each sex. Sit 
round an uncovered wooden table, with all the palms 
of the hands on its top surface. Whether 4he hands 
touch each other or not is usually of no importance. 
Any table will de, just large enough to conveniently 
accommodate the sitters. The removal of a hand from 
the table for a few seconds does no harm ; but when 
one of the sitters breaks the circle by leaving the table 
it sometimes, but not always, very considerably delays 
the manifestations.

j .  Before the sitting begins, place some pointed ead 
pencils and some sheets of clean writing paper on the 
table, to write down any communication tha*. may be 
obtained.

4 People who do not like each other should not sit 
d the same circle, for such a want of harmony tends 

to prevent manifestations, except with weH-developed 
physical mediums: it is not yet known why. Belief 
or unbelief has no influence on the manifestations, but 
an acrid feeling against them is a weakening influence.

j .  Before the mam ̂ stations begin, it is well to en
gage in general conversation or in singing, and it is best 
that neither should be of a frivolous nature. A prayer
ful, earnest feeling among the members of the circle 
gives the higher spirits more power to come to the cir
cle, and makes it more difficult for the lower spirits to 
get near.

t>. The first symptom of the invisible power at work 
is often a feeling like a cool wind sweeping over the | 
hands. The first manifestations will probably be table 
tiltings or raps.

y. Wheo motions of the table or sounds are pro
duced freely, to avoid confusion, let one person only [ 
speak, and talk to the table as to an intelligent being. 
Let him tell the table that three tilts or raps mean 
“ Yes,”  ore means “ N o,”  and two mean “ Doubtful,”  
and ask whether the a Tangement is understood. If 
three signals be given in answer, then say, “ If I speak 
the letters of the alphabet slowly, will you signal every 
time I come to the letter you want, and spell us out a , 
message V  Should three signals be given, set to work 
on the plan proposed, and from this tune an intelligent 
system of communication ia established.

8. Afterwards the question should be put, “ Are we 
sitting in the right order to get the best manifestations ? '  
Probably some members of the circle will then be told 
to change seats with each other, and the skoals will be 
afterwards strengthened. Next ask, “ Who is the 
medium When spirits come asserting themselves to 
be related or known to anybody present, well-chosen , 
questions should be put to test the accuracy of the I 
o f the statements, as spirits out of the body have all the 
virtues and all the failings of spirits in the body.

q. A powerful physical
» very 
Ity of

^Ad v e r t i s e m e n t s . /̂Ad v e r t i s e m e n t s .

FOK SALK BY THEgOOKS

SCIENTIST PUBLISHING CO.,

William Denton’s Works.
T H E  SOUL OF T H IN G S ; OR. 1>SY-

( H O M E T K IC  R E S E A R C H E S  A N D  D IS 
C O V E R IE S . By William and hluabeth M E.
Denton.

In this extraordinary book the author, who it a Pro
fessor of Geologv in America, employed clairvoyants 
to reveal to him by vision, events connected with the 
early history of geological specimens; these sensitives 
thus saw the Mastodon and other extinct animals as if 
living and moving before them ; they likewise saw the 
scenes by which these prehistoru animals were sur
rounded. The author also sent his clairvoyants to ex- 
amine portions of different planets, and they gave de
scriptions of the inhabitants, physical geography and 
vegetation of each. The book is illue'rated with nu
merous engravings, dr? wn by the sensitives as the 
visions passed before their e>es. There is no doubt as 

1 to the i tegritv of the author, who also |«>ssesses suffi- 
' cient intelligence to select clairvoyants who would not 

cheat him. The question as to the reliability of the 
j narratives therefore, narrows itself down to trie quet- 
I tion of the reliability of clairvoyance, which, when 
j employed to gain information about distant places on 

earth, has been found sometimes to give accurate re- 
I suits and sometimes inaccurate results. If ever inter, 
j plancntary communication should be established, it 
| will be by means of clairvoyance or some other of the 
! latent and little understood spiritual powers in man 

In three volumes. Volume 1 price fli.jo , postage jo 
i cents. Volume II. and II I .  contain *ver V »  pages,
| unto., illustrated by more than ano engravings. Price 

per volume, #2.00, postage jo  cents ; the two volumes 
$3.30, postage 36 cents.

N O T IC E S  O F  T H E  P R E S S .
" W e  have here a marvellous book It is calm, and 

seems perfectly sincere, and ye* it myites larger drafts 
j upon our credulity than any work we ever before met 

with. The old alchemists never conceived of anvthing 
j half so strange. Spiritualism with all its wonders, is 
! scarcely a vestibule to what we are introduced to h re.
| “  Were there any reliance to be placed on these reve

lations, it would be impossible to estimate the value of 
| this newly-discovered power. It would resolve a thous- 
| and doubts and difficulties, make geology as plain as 
| day, and throw light on all the grave subjects that tunc 

has so effectually obscured."—N ew Y on * Uh sistia n  
j A m s a &s a d o r .

“ In the varied wonders they describe there is a 
peculiar and intense interest. If what is claimed in this 
book he true, it records the most remarkable discovery 
yet made as regards the capacities of the human mind 
in its abnormal state.” —N o r f o l k  C o u n t y  J o u r n a l .

“ There is much extraordinary matter in these pages. 
It is a volume emphatically deserving of the reader’ s 
choicest study.” — B o sto n  T r a v r l l r r .

“ Though as concise as a text-book, we read “ The 
Soul of T h in gs”  with the fascination of a work of 
fiction. I ndeed, it is truth itself, stranger than fiction, 
written in the vivid style which is a part of Mr. Den- 
low 's remarkable power.”  —S m r i t v a l i s t .

SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST
A WFIKt.V JOURNAL 09

Spiritual Science, Literature, Art, 
and Inspiration.

W kluM  disparagement t<. any ocher organ of Spiru 
ualism now before the public, we may confidently %ay. 
that there are many investigators who fed  the need : 
a weekly like the “ S r iR in  At So r m tist , ”  1cm  filled 
up with advertisements than the other journals, lev*

Spiritualism, pure and simple, more susctly Scientific 
in its scope and intent. We hope that all Spiritual 
will do what they can to help us to a drculatton.

T mI  S p iritu a l  So r n ttst  presents each week a 
comprehensive review of the progress of Spiritualism, 
in its practical, scientific, philosophical, and religious 
aspects. Its contents are sufficient in variety to suit 
all classes of minds that are attracted to Spintualisn 
and it endeavors to supply all that can interest aa 
investigator into the deeply important subject of

Man's Immortal Existence.

WHAT THE PRESS SAY:
ha« receive 
StatcsS —

The following are a few of the t
the S p iritu a l Sc i 
mg journals in the United

The Sc ie n t if ic  A m erican  says — “ Moat of the 
organs of Spiritualists in this country are filled with 
insipid ghost matter, *ery tiresome and useless to all 
whose brains have not been softened by the spuru-enue 
T he Spiritual Scientist, a neatlv printed weekly p 
odical, is an exception. Its editorial i 
talent, while its conductors mi 
remarkable for a spirit paper.

Liberal paper, says :—“ The 
and abk pa|

: of
We are glad

The I n d e x , a
Spiritual Scientist, a very fa
a place in the Spiritualist literature of tha country 
which ro  other paper hardly does, 
sec that it k  prospering.”

A rrijrro w ’ A J ournal says —“ The Spiritual Sden 
tist k  of a very respectable order. The subjects treated 
of are such as to command attention. T  ne editorials 
are moderate and earnest, sad  the whole tone k  con
servative compared with the ordinary efforts of the 
spiritualistic school In a word, it teems that the 
public would be justified in accepting the statements of 
the Spiritual Scientist as authoritative and reliable.”  

The N ew  York E vening  P ort say s:—“ It  k  the 
most thoughtful and honest of the Spintaaitst papers. '

dium and all the members of the circle are strongly 
bound together bv the affections, and are thoroughly 
comfortable and happy; the manifestations are born of
the spirit, and shrink somewhat from the lower mental 

•  of earth. Family circles, with ne strangers

L E C T U R E S  ON GEO LOGY, T H E
P A S T  A N D  F U T U R E  O F O U R  P L A N E T . 
A Great Scientific Work. Selling raptdly. Pnce 
% i . 50, postage ao cents.

R A D IC A L  R H Y M ES, a  p o e t i c a l
W O R K . Price $ i . 25, postage u  cents.

R A D IC A L  D ISC O U R SE S ON R E 
L IG IO U S  S U B JE C T S , delivered is  M ssic Hall, 

Boston. P ix e  f i  15 , postage 16 cents.

T H E  I R R E C O N C I L A B L E  R E C 
O R D S  ; or, Gencak and Geology. 80 np. Price, 
paper, 2$ rents, postage J  cents ; doth 50 cents, 
postage, 8 cents.

IS  S P IR IT U A L IS M  T R U E ?  Price
13 cents, postage 1  cents.

WH A T  IS R I G H T ?  A Lecture de
livered m M uaic Hail, Boston, Sunday afternoon, 
D e c  6th, 186ft. Price 10 cents, postage j  cents.

COMMON S E N S E  TH O U G H TS ON
T H E  B IB L E . For Common Ac.se People.
Third edition, enlarged and revised. Puce i s  
cents, postage j  cents.

C H R IS T IA N IT Y  NO F IN A L IT Y .
or, Spiritualism Superior to

TERMS: *2.50 PiR AMUR
S cien tist P u b lish in g  C om pany  

1 8  E x c h a n g e  S tre e t, 

B o sto n . M ass.

E X P E R I E S C E S

INVESTIGATOR

I f  the circle k  composed of persons with suitable 
temperamenta, manifestations will take place readily 
if the cnntrsnr be the case, much perseverance will be

Foeeibly at the first sitting of a circle symptom* of 
her forms ot mediumship than tilts or reps aia> makeother 

their amsearstice.

O RTHODOXY F A L S E  SIN C E  S P IR 
IT U A L IS M  IS  T R U E  Price to cents, postage 
a cents.

T H E  D E L U G E  IN T H E  LIG H T  OF
M O D E R N  S C IE N C E . Price 10 n e t s

B E  T H Y S E L F . A Discourse. Prk
IO cents^ postage > cents.

T H E  GOD PRO PO SED  FOR OUR
N A T IO N A L  C O N S T IT U T IO N . A Lecture 
given in M usk Hall, Boston, on Sunday after 
noon, May 13th, 1871. Price i© cents, ponrage

For sale wholesale and retail by So i k t u t  Pun, 

m e  Co. 18  Excha vge Street, Boston, Mass.

W IT H  t ; i e

M E D I U M S  O F  B O S T O N

Snppoee a a  individual should •a y ,"  “ I  w ul becom e a

ef
©f Boneen i

purpose,” —w h at weald U  tha m ank? W e 

th k  w ould he  a a  interentLig record, an d  ahnO p ra se s : 

such an experience. T h e se  a m d n  e i  he h i — i f  

hut each k  com plete in kaatf. an d d an k  s « h  m  m n t-  

u l  T h e  iavm cjgntoe a t  nil tanas places h im sek  in 
that “ condition”  supposed bo b e  favorab le  be the beet 
results. T h e  o y u i m c e  k  g e a n w e , an d •  BrwthfwZN 

re la ted ..— E m

O N LY A FEW  L E F T

Tber will b« soil, oa receipt of I t .00. 
Address Soiritui! Scientist, Boston
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J \ d v ERT>SEMENT5.

M° N T O U  R  H O U S E
H A V A N A *  N . T .

Owe block from Depot, and five minute* walk from 
te's Llste 1

isdlc charge’

O O K D O N  N . m W I R K * i .

BEAUTIFUL FRESH FLOWERS,
\ J  A N D  F L O R A L  D K 8 I U N 8

F O R  A L L  O C C A SIO N S.

DEE & DOYLE,
F L O R I S T S  A N D  S E E D S M E N . 

57 Tremont Street, Boston.

^Ad v e r t is e m e n t s .

Q E O .  W O O D S  k  ( 0 . ’ 8 

ORGANS
These remarkable instruments have created much 
interest in America and Europe by reason af their

B e a u tifu l M usical E ffe c ts  
E le g a n t D esigns an d  E la b o ra te  

F in ish .
Their P IA N O  Stop is a piano of beautiful tone, which 
will never require tuning. All interested in music 
should know of this important invention.

GEO. WODS &  CO.
C a m b r i d g e f o k t ,  M a ss

W arbrooms: 66 &  68 Adams St. Chicago,
s8 1-udcate Hill, London, England

A d v e r t is e m e n t s .

T H E  WONDERFUL HEALER
1 A n d  C la i r v o y a n t

M R S . C  M M O R R IS O N , No. ioa Westminster st. 
Magnetic treatments given. Diagnosticating disease qy 
lock of hair, fii.oo. Give age and sex. Remedies 
sent by mail. In the past two years Mrs. Morrison S 

| Control has given two thousand on*  hundred and  
eig h ty-f o u r  d ia g n o ses  by lock of hair; and in the 

i past year o v f r  on*  thousand f a t ir n t * , suffering 
l tnwn chronic and complicated diseases have been cuied 
, with her magnetired vegetable remedies.

Specific for Epilepay and Neuralgia. Addre

MRS. C.
P  O. B O X , 2519.

MORRISON
B O ST O N . M A SS.

DK. FRED. L. H. W ILLIS
May be addressed until further notice

CHRISTIAN S P I R I T U A L I S M .
v /  JUST IS S U E D  :

THE SECOND VOLUME OF

T H E  I D E N T I T Y

H E N R Y  F. MILLER,
1 Piano-Forte Manufacturer,

0 1 1  W A SH IN G T O N  S T R E E T ,
B O ST O N . M A S S . •

Glenora, Yate» Co., N. V.
D R . W IL L IS  claims that he has no superior in Psy 

chrometric Examinations, either by hair or hand 
writing, combining as he does accurate scientific 
knowledge with keen and searching clairvoyance.

Dr. Willis claims especial sk ill in treating all dis 
ease* of the blood and nervous system. Cancer*, 
Scrofula in all its form s Epilepsy, Paralysis, and 
all the most delicate and complicated jli^eaacs of both
sexes.

PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY
AND

MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

B y E u g e n f . C rowf.i.l, M.D.

T H E  GREAT SENSATION
*  O f th e  A g e .

"P eople from tfce Other World.”
CO L. O L C O T T S  E D D Y  H O M E S T E A D  S P I R I T  

M A N IF E S T A T IO N S .

D r. Willis has been pronounced by the controlling 
influences of Mrs. Conant to be unexcelled by any o re  
in the country.

Prof. J .  R . Buchanan, perhaps the be*t authority of 
the ajje in such matters, nas pronounced his psycho 
metric powers of a superior order.

Dr. Willis is permitted to refer fo numerous partie, 
who have been cured by his system of p ia i ’.ice where 
all others had failed.

Send for Circulars and References.
All letters must contain a return postage stamp.

Ij P™ "* .
■ ting octavo volume, handsome- 
in doth, completes the work.

C O N T E N T S . — t, Spirit W riting; a, Levitation 
and Conveyance by Spirit-Pow er; 3, Insensibility to 
Fire *, 4, Clairvoyance and Somnambulism; 5, Q air- 
audience; 6, Dreams and Visions ; 7, Trance and Ec~ 
stacy ; 8, Holy Ghost ; <*, Heresies and Contentions; 
10, P rayer; i t .  T he Ministry of Angels; u ,  Death; 
13, The Spirit-W orld; 14, Spiritualism and the Church; 
15, Spiritualism and Science ; io, Conclusion.

Thia, like the brat, is an octavo volume of about five 
hundred and twenty pages, and completes a work which 
is designed to accomplish a much needed object: that 
of clearly and forcibly demonstrating the unity of the 
miraculooa phenomena and the teachings of the Bible 
with those of Modern Spin nudism. This object has 
her* bees achieved in a startling and thorough manner, 
and the work presents a whole armory of weapons for 
the Spiritualise *0 use against those whixcharge him 
with hostility to e fl religious traditions. N,

T he narrations trf personal experience and mMtstiga- 
tiooa of the autb> are numerous, convincing apd in
teresting in the est degree, and not only wtll Spir
i t u a l s  find ir .atter of deep interest and instruc
tion, but chur JiW m b e r*  and materialists cannot fail 
to have their .ention arrested by the clear, forcible 
and convincing proofs of the verity and importance of 
spiritual agency and intercourse.

Price of each volume 8-250, postage free.
For sole. Wholesale and Retail, by Scientist Publish

ing Co., 18 Exchange and a4 Devonshire Street,
Boston, M ass.

Bo o k s  f o r  s a l e  b y  t h e
S c i e n t i s t  P u b l i s h i n g  Co.

HUDSON TUTTLE’S WORKS.
T H E  C A R E E R  OF R E L I G I O U S

I D E A S ;  Their ultimate, the religion of Science. 
English ec om̂  pamphlet. Price 60 ct*.

T H E  C A i  OF T H E  G O D -ID E A
IN  H I S T O t ^ i n e l y  bound. P r ic e * . , j S

T H E  C A R E E R  OF T H E  C H R IS T -
II)LA IN F ’ STORY; finely bound. P n c e  * 1.15.

T H E O RIG IN  OF T H E  S T E E P L E
A N D  T H E  C R O S S  . a unique tract. P n c e  io cts

S T O R I E S  F O R  O U R  C H IL D R E N ;
by Hudson and Emma T u ttle ; a beautiful and inter-

T W yare  boUlv radical, fearless, and tbew 
naawerabie We mail them on receipt of price.

BOSTON BIDING ACADEMY
D  o n h ID  r a  T U  MAMIN AT

1 0 4 A  W t a h i B f t M  N l r n t ,

P R O F .  J .  M .  S M I T H .

Most astounding developments. Spirits weighed and 
examined. Investigators at their wits’ end. Nothing 
like it ever seen or heard. New version of the

“ K A T I E  K I N G  E X P O S E .”
Table* turned on the accusers. Who are the frauds 
The most wondrous book of the age.

A g en ts  W anted  in every town to sell it. For 
particulars address

A M E R IC A N  P U B L IS H IN G  CO. H A R T F O R D  
C l . .  A N D  C H IC A G O

AGENTS FOR THE SCIENTIST-
N e w  Y o r k  a  n il U n ite d  S t a t e * .  American 

News Co., oiesale Agents for News Dealers.

N e w  Y o r k  C i t y .  A. J .  Davis &  Co., 34 East 
Fourth Street. Sales and Subscriptions.

H a r t f o r d ,  C o n n . Abram Rose, Railroad Depot 
and 56 Trumbull Street Sales and Subscriptions.

L u n e n b u r g .  V t .  J .  G. Darling &  Co., Sales 
and Subscriptions.

P h i l a d e l p h i a .  P e n n .  J .  H. Rhode*, M . D 
! 918 bpring Garden Street. Sales and Subscription*.

) N e w  O r le a n s ,  L a .  C  C. Haley, to Commercial 
1 Place and 153 Poydras St. Sale* and Subscripti ns.

S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  C a l .  H. Snow, 319  Kearney 
| Street. Sale* and Subscriptions.

S t  L o u i s ,  M o . H. L. Kemper, 610 North Fifth 
i Street. Sale* and Subscriptions.

C h ic a g o ,  111. R . P. Publishing House, Adams 
Street and Fifth Avenue. Sales and Subscriptions.

C in c in n a t i .  O h io .  J .  R . Hawley, 164 Vine 
j Street, above Fourth. Sale* and Subscriptions.

R o c h e s t e r ,  N . Y .  D. M. Dewey Sales and 
I Subscrintions.

I S t .  L o u Im, M o . M. I. Regan, 6ao North Fifth 
I Street. Sales and Subscriptions.

C l e v e l a n d .  O h io .  Thomas Lees, f*ee’ » Bazaar, 
corner of Woodland Avenue and Eagle Street. Sales 
and Sobecrip tu int.

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . S. M. Baldwin &  Co., 
j 940 F  Street, Washington, D . C.

N e w  E n g l a n d  N e w *  C r . ,  37 and 41 Court 
Street, Wholesale Agents, Boston and New England.

^CIENCE OF SPIRITUALISM,

A  T R A N C E  A D D R E S S  D E L I V E R E D  R Y

J .  J ,  M O R S E
T R A N C E  M E D I U M , O F  L O N D O N ,

$3.00 pr 100., single Copies, 5 cts
I For sal*. Wholserlc sad  Retail, by Scientist Publish. 
1 <ng Co., i f  tx ^ a u g # , and 24 Devonshire Street,

Bo*Tom, M ass.

T H E  MAGNETIC HEALER,
1 dr. j. k. briggs, is also a Practical

Physician. ( Hfice 24 F'.a*t Fourth st. Address,
B o x ,  83 , Station D , New York City.

| )R. MAIN’S HEALTH INSTITUTE.
U  60 D O V E R  S T R E E T ,  B O ST O N , M A S S .

A Medical Diagnosis of Disease, with Directions for 
Treatment, may be obtained by correspondence, stating 
age and sex, and enclosing a lock of hair of the patient 

address and fee of *  1.00.

sl S1K NICKERSON - WHITE,
T K A N C K  M E D I U M

1 .TO W. Brookline St., I 
St. F'.lmo, Suite 1, j Hours, 9 to ;

T  0  T H E  F A C U L T Y .
1 A  Q U IE T  A N D  R E T I R E D  H O M E .

M r*. JO N E S  having taken a house at No. 43  D over 
S t ,  is thus able to offer invalids, or ladies in con
finement, pleasant and airy rooms, with good nursing

C P I R I T U A L  S C I E N T I S T
k' - '  A  W RR KLY JO U RN A L OF

Spiritual Science, Literature, Art, 

and Inspiration.
Without disparagement to any other organ of Spirit* 

ualism now before the pub’ ic, we may confidently say, 
that there are many investigators who feel the need of 
a weekly like the “ Spiritual Scientist,”  less filled up 
with advertisements than the other journals, less secular 
and miscellaneous, more singly devoted to Spiritualism,

: pure and simple, more strictly scientific in its scope and 
| intent. We hope that all Spiritualists will do what 
1 they can to help us to a circulation.

j We ask then the co-operation of all friends of th*
; cause here and in Europe in strengthening our hands,
; that we may make the ' ‘ Spiritual Scientist,”  what we 
j hope to make it, and what it ought to be—the organ of 

the best and highest thought on the great subject that 
j is destined to have such a leavening effect upon aN 
! existing systems and creeds. N<jw is the ume for 
| effectual aid.

TERM& S2.50 PER ANNUM
S cien tial 1’ u b ll.h ln g  C om p any  

1 8  E x c h a n g e  S tre e t,

H o .to n . Man*.


