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TBANS1.ATBD PIOM TUB M I m h  Of  V  H. HBTMOt D.

Bl u c h e r  quitted France in the autumn of 1815, discontent.
ed with ail, execrated by the French, and even by the 

enemies of France. Chagrined to see himself reduced to a 
life of inaction and obscurity, he retired to his property and 
fell into a state of the most profound melancholy, and was 
attacked by dropsy of the chest, an incarnation of which ex- 
aggerated the danger. From this time a change was re
marked in his whole character, the rough and brutal soldier 
became timid, even nervous. He would not remain in the 
dark, solitude became an inexpressible agony, and such was 
the uneasiness caused by his state of health, that the King of 
Prussia started for Krieblowitz, as soon as he learned that his 
old general had several times expressed a wish to see him be
fore dying. The king arrived in the evening at the castle, and 
was instantly conducted to Blucher, then 74 years of age.

The invalid was in a large and obscure apartment, of which 
the furniture dated from the 15 th century, and greatly adding 
to the melancholy aspect, the walls were covered with ar
mor and trophies of the chase. The Carnes from a wooden 
fire in an immense chimney alone illuminated the room, and 
cast a red and fitful light on the rugged features of the old 
man, reclining in a large black-oak chair and enveloped in a 
furskin.

On seeing the king, Blucher tried to rise to receive His 
Majesty, who kindly prevented him, and taking his hand sat 
down by him. Blucher dismissed his attendant, and alone 
with the king, said: “ Sir, I entreated you to come here, I 
knew you were not far off, yet had you been in Berlin, or the 
extremity of Europe, dying as I am, I must have endeavored 
to reach you, for I have a terrible secret to reveal. Sire, look 
at me well, mark my physiognomy, my voice, and my ideas, 
assure yourself that I am in the full enjoyment of my reason, 
and that 1 am not mad, for at times I question myself if I 
am deluded into mistaking recollections of past events for 
visions of the present war.

“  But, no," he exclaimed, taking a gold bracelet from hts 
breast.—“  all js  real, J  rannul doubt

“ When in 1756 the seven years’ war broke out, my hither, 
who lived on his estate of Cross Rensow, sent me to one of 
our relations, the Princess Kraswisk, in the Isle of Rugen. I 
was then 14, and after a time passed in the old fortress with
out news from my family, for Gross Rensow and the sur
rounding country had become the theatre of war. I entered 
a regiment of Hussars in the Swedish Service. I was taken 
prisoner at Suokow, and the Prussian Government pressed 
me to take service in its army. For a year I resisted, and 
only obtained my liberty by accepting the rank of cornet in 
the regiment o f the Black Hussars. 1 then obtained leave 
for some Aonths, as I was very anxious concerning my moth - 
er and sisters, and started for Gross Rensow. 1 found all 
this part of Mecklenburg wasted, and as my carriage could 
scarcely be dragged up the steep road leading to my ancestral 
home, I sprang on horseback and galloped off, followed by 
only one servant «

“  It is 59 years ago, day by day, the loth of August, and 
about the same hour now shown by the ancient clock, halt- 
past eleven, when in die most horrible weather, and after long 
straying in the forest, 1 arrived at the mansion, drenched 
with rain and alone, for my servant, bewildered by the tem
pest and the darkness, lost me. Without getting off my horse, 
I struck the nail-studded door with the butt-end of my whip ; 
no one replied, and again and again I hammered at the door; 
losing all patience I got off; when the door opened of itself I 
could perceive no one. But withoftodscing disquieted by that 
singular occurrence, I quickly crossed the avenue, burned up 
the steps, and penetrated the interior. There was no light to 
be seen, no sound to be heard. I confess that my heart sank 
and a cold shudder ran through my veins. * What folly,’ 1 
exclaimed, • the house must be empty, my Amity must have 
left when I quitted it, and hast not returned: still I must re
main for the night.'

“  I reached my father's bedroom, a faint and fitful ffame 
threw a vacillating light on a group seated round, and I re
cognised my father, my mother, and my four sisters, who rose 
on seeing me. I was about to throw myself into my A tW r. 
arms, when he arrested me by a solemn gesture. I held Out 
my arms to my mother, but she retreated with a melancholy 
air. 1 called out to my sisters, who, taking each other by the 
hand, again seated themselves. ‘ Do you not know me t 1» 
it thus that you receive me after a separation of sixteen 
years ? Do you already know that 1 serve Prussia ’ I was 
compelled to make that sacrifice to regain my liberty and the 
happiness of once more seeing you. 1 was a prisoner of war, 
and the first use I made of my liberty was to hasten to see 
you. and 00 one respam!* to my sties lion. My mother, you
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are silent I mjr sisters, hate you forgotten the lore and ten
derness of our childhood, and our games of which these 
silent walls have been the witnesses ? ’

“ At these last words my sisters appeared moved, they 
spoke to one another in a low voice, they rose up and signed 
tom e to approach ; one of them then knelt down before my 
mother and hid her face in her lap, as if she wished to play 
at a  game called Hot-kok-kiry (a childish game where one 
cords his eyes and guesses who strikes him with the flat 
hand). Surprised at this strange freak at such a solemn time.
I nevertheless touched my sister's hand with the whip that I 
still grasped : a mysterious force seem to impel me to do so. 
Then came my turn to kneel down before my mother and to 
tuck my face in her lap. Oh, horror, I felt through her silk 
dress, a cold and angular form. I heard a sound of rattling 
bones, and when a hand was struck in my hand the hand re
mained there,—and was the hand of a skeleton.

“  1 arose with a cry of terror: all had disappeared, and 
there only remaine I to me of this dreadful vision the human 
remains which I grasped convulsively. Almost beside myself 
I ran from the place, crossed the yard, jumped on my horse, 
and galloped wildly through the " forest. At day break my 
horse sank beneat i me and expired. I fell insensible at the 
root of a tree, and was found there by my attendants, with 
my skull fractured. I almost died, and it was only after three 
weeks of fever and delirium, I regained my senses and grad
ually recovered.

“  It was then I learned that all my family had perished in 
the pitiless war that had desolated Mecklenburg, and that the 
castle of Gross Rensow had been several times pillaged and 
sacked. Scarcely convalescent 1 hastened to the castle to 
render the last rites to the mortal remains of my parents; but 
the most scrupulous search could not discover a trace, save 
one hand only. One female hand, surrounded by a golden 
bracelet, lay on the floor of the room in which the fatal vision 
had appeared to me. I took the golden chain which I now 
hold, and deposited the human bones in the oratory chapel.

“  Many years have rolled by, and it was two months ago, 
while lying in this arm-chair, a slight noise awoke me. Sly 
father, my mother, and my sisters stood before me, come as 
they had appeared to me at the castle. My sisters began to 
play at the same game, and signed to me to advance. ‘ Never, 
never ! ’ I exclaimed ; then the phantoms, joining hands, 
passed slowly round my chair. ‘ Justice,’ said my father, as he 
passed before me ; ‘ Penitence,' said my mother, leaning 
towards m e; ‘ Prayer,’ said my youngest s iste r; • The 
sword,' sighed another j ‘ The ntn of August; ’ ‘ The nth  of 
August at midnight,’ whispered the fourth. Again they 
moved slowly round me, three times, then with one sad voice 
they all exclaimed, ‘ Au revoir 1 Au revoir! To our next 
meeting.'

“  1 felt that it was a warning o f my approaching death, 
and that I had only to look to my God to receive my soul, 
and bid farewell to your Majesty and my friends.”

“  My dear Marshal," said the king, "whatyou have related 
to me is very strange. Still do you not think the vision may 
have been caused by delirium ? Take courage. Strive 
against these hallucinations, and vou will rally and yet live a | 
long time. Will you not try and believe me ? Give me your 
hand.”

The Marshal not answering, the king took his hand ; it 
was icy cold, and midnight struck by the old clock.

The spirit of Field Marshal Blucner had passed away.

(F ar tW  S o c a tn l.)

WHO A R E  T H E  D IR E C T  PR O D U C E R S OF S P IR 
IT U A L  M A N IF E S T A T IO N S ?

“ d e v il ” and  “ d ia k k a ” a misnomer.
V.

IT Ik a  NOtMU, AITMOB or “  C S L B S T IA L  PH ILO SO PH Y ."

I h a v e  made the declaration that spirit communications and 
spiritual phenomena generally are unreliable, as far as di

rect revelation is concerned, unless we put a construction up- | 
on them in accordance with our previous understanding of 
principles pertaining thereto. -

What benefit, then, it may be asked, can be derived from 
investigating the phenomena ?

1 answer that no subject Is so well calculated to enlight
en the mind in relation to the supernal worlds and things per
taining thereto. We are compelled to exercise our reason,— 
our judgment,—as to the truth or falsity of communications, 
la  doing this we develop the understanding more rapidly 
than if the con in imc-u.^.is were reliable, aside from a simple 
knowledge of the truths we sc - k

In connection with these phenomena new ideas i f i t  ever be
ing presented : these lead the mind to the discovery of new 
principles or truths that are indispensable in gaining a knowl

edge of laws that conduce to felicitous enjoyment. Angels assist 
us not only in obtaining it, but in communicating it toothers, even 
using our organism for this purpose. But be it understood 
that when our control communicates reliable information 
through our organism, beyond what we were already possessed 
of, it is a rare exception to a general rule, no matter how per- 
feet a possession the control has.

There are certain phases of mediumship that may be con
sidered exceptions to a general rule. Some spirit artists, for 
example, are nearly reliable so far as the emblematic record 
is concerned ; and as to a knowledge of all matters pertain
ing to the individuals represented, it is obtained by the 
controlling spirit, through sources independent, and not from 
any information imparted by mortals. This has been proved 
in some cases in my experience beyond a doubt; the repre
sentatives were satisfactorily perfect; even the names of each 
were given correctly; and something written upon the em
blem of each individual.

This is among the numerous evidences confirming the be
lief that angej missionaries are in possession of all knowledge 
in relation to*he incidents of our lives, even from conception 
to birth, and from birth to old age ; yet the evidence of this 
is seldom presented, and given only through individuals des
ignated especially for such purposes.

The answering of sealed letters, and the diagnosis of disease 
and the prescription for its cure by letter and lock of hair, 
prove the fact that angel missionaries or angel physicans are 
possessed of means o f  communication between the “ control” 
mediums, and that of the spirit physician of the person who 
applies for remedies, or the guardian of the one who asks an
swers to sealed letters.

This means of communication being admitted, the guardian 
of the writer of a sealed letter, knowing its contents, informs 
the “ control,”  who impresses his medium to write out the an
swer, there is no mystery about the matter.

In like manner does a spirit physician who controls a me
dium for diagnosis and prescription inform a spirit doctor, in 
the vicinity of the patient, and he waits upon the patient, and 
effects a cure independent of the simple and, perchance, worth
less prescription.

Here again is deception and unreliableness ; yet the investi
gator gains wisdom thereby. In the first place, the fa cts  of 
the phenomena are sought; and in the second place, its whvs 
and w herefores;  but the '• spirit ”  never gives reliable infor
mation in relation as to how  the phenomena are produced. 
“  D iakka" again (?).

The materialisation phenomena has also its mysteries and 
unreliable features. Prof. Crookes and other scientists, after 
years of investigation, are unable to solve the mystery con
nected with the materialization of “  Katy King ”  and other 
representative forms. They know that the different phases 
of the phenomena occcur : is it because of the unreliableness 
thereof, or the interference of “ d iakka” that they know so 
little ? The failure, on the part of these learned scientists to 
reap a full reward for their labors, was doubtless owing to the 
false basis of their investigations. The false basis of “  diak- 
kaism ” is a principal cause of failure in solving many of the 
mysteries of the phenomena.

Materializations are representative and ideal, and consist not 
only of personalities, but inanimate forms and fabrics, and 
also representatives of works of arc The features of “  Ka
ty King ”  are so changeable that suspicion often arises as to 
her identity; as at times she resembles very strongly the me- 

i dium, and at other limes forces the convictions that she is the 
\ true “ Katy.”  According to the account given by Robert 

Dale Owen, the “  Katy,” as represented at Philadelphia, bore 
very little resemblance to the London “  Katy.”

Some Spiritualists are of the opinion that “  devil ”  or 
“  diakka ”  are the principal actors in these scenes, either in or 
out of the flesh. Why don’t the “  good spirits ”  tell us how 
this matter stands ? Are we not all anxious to know the 
truth ? -In this even the prayers of the righteous are unavail
able, though it be claimed by such that their deity has pro
nounced it the work of the “  devil,”  and by the diakkaist the 

I work of “  diakka.” I will further explain in my next.

£ 0 t ^ E £ P 0 J<DEJ<T3 .

W o r c e s t e r , N ov. i s ,  1S74 . 

To the E d ito r o f the S p iritu a l Scientist :
I do not think your problem can be solved except by slow 

degrees. Make the Sc ien t ist  a paper that Spiritualists of a 
different type will buy and read and circulate. Admit nothing 
to its columns which is not expressed in a way that need not 
offend the sensibilities of church people, however much'it may 

j differ. I think it quite possible lor a man to deny the whole 
Bible, in general and detail, without abuse or truculency to 
any body. This course gives self-respect to a journal, as to a 

' man. It may be uphill work, but 1 think it is the only course 
to accomplish what is desired. Dignity, forbearance, tolera- 

I tion, charity, &c., need to be practiced as much by Spiritual-
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ists as by other people. Let us have a journal that we can 
read in public places and in our houses and hand to our friends 
without apologizing for its being in our possession. 1 was 
particularly pleased with an article in the Sc ien t ist , of Sept. 
17th, entitled “ The Necessity of the Hour.”  That points 
very conclusively to the fact that the world must be taught 
that the word “  Spiritualist ” is only a general term for one 
who believes in “  future existence and spirit communion.” 
Otherwise, “ the muddy hands of men” will continue to block 
the progress of the cause. The combative element which enters 
so largely into the stock in trade of one class of Spiritualists 
is not in accordance with the teachings or example of Christ, 
whose example, I am sure, is as good a guide for Spiritualists 
as for professing Christians. If ever a class of people could 
afford to be charitable and tolerant and gentle, it is Spiritual
ists. Instead, we go to the world bristling at every fault, be
cause we have been captured by the earthly “  diakka,” who 
have made us appear as a set of semi-lunatics.

U nattached  C h ristia n .

A R G U M E N T S  A G A IN S T  A N D  FOR S P IR IT U A L IS M .
It is not often that we have so good an opportunity to place 

the editorials of two leading papers in opposition as we have 
at present The Golden Age needs no compliment from us 
concerning the excellence and depth of thought of its literary 
and editorial departments ; its reputation in this respect is 
national. The Daily Graphic has earned some of its popu
larity by the ability of its correspondent at the Eddy Family 
mansion to present interesting and attractive letters concern
ing materialization. They are now finished, and for a new 
sensation The Graphic sent out letters to so-called scientific 
men, inviting them to investigate Spiritualism, and forward 
results to The Graphic. The replies were as might have 
been expected, and are useful only as placing on record the 
bigoted opinions of these men. The Graphic then wheels 
about and fires a broadside into Spiritualism. Curiously 
enough The Golden Age publishes an editorial, probably 
written at the same time,—certainly they both saw the light 
November 20th ; and it is mainly with the opinions of the 
latter that we shall reply to the former.

The Graphic says : “  We have not, by any means, assumed 
the position that the wonders described by our correspond
ents, who believe in Spiritualism, are any more wonderful or 
supernatural than the feats of Hermann, Houdin, and other 
famous conjurors.”

But The Golden Age refers to the Eddy family as follows: 
“  There can be no question as to the fact of the marvellous 
appearances ; they are attested by more witnesses, and are 
confirmed by better evidence, than half the recorded circum
stances of history.” And to materialization in general, by 
saying: “ There are mediums who are not deceivers, and 
have no arts and no apparatus, and are as much in the dark 
as to the#origin of tne manifestations they produce as any 
who observe them. Those who investigate the subject most 
thoroughly often become convinced ot their spiritual origin, 
like Mr. Alfred R. Wallace, the distinguished English savant. 
This is by far the simplest explanation that can be offered. 
It is the explanation the apparitions make.”

The Graphic: “  Even were the claims of the Spiritualists 
to be completely substantiated, it would not follow that Spirit 
ualism should be recognized as an evidence of progress. In
deed, it seems to be a return to a lower plane than that of 
modern civilization.”

The Golden A g e : “ The great primal question dwarfs all 
others in the comparison. If one who has died and been 
buried has reappeared, and talked, and been recognized by 
friends, the doctrine of immortality is lifted out of tne region 
of faith into that of tact”

The Graphic : “  It is now fully twenty years that Spiritual
ism has been before the public, and in that time it nas ac
complished absolutely nothing. On the contrary, it has 
exerted an influence which is positively disintegrating. Its 
votaries are for the most part persons who lack the qualities 
which make men successful and useful citizens. Its influence 
seems to draw men away from the church and the old stand 
ards of morality, and to loosen the marriage tie. Judged by 
its fruits, Spiritualism is at the best found wanting.’

The Golden Age : “ Manifestations of the same order are 
older than history. Account for the fact as we may, men 
have always believed in the re appearance of the dead, in

fhosts, apparitions, demons, witches, and guardian angels.
'he race has been haunted with the feeling of the supernatu

ral from the beginning. The oldest books are full of spirit 
marvels. M. Coulanges, in his • Ancient City,’ shows how 
the first religion was built upon faith in the spiritual presence

and oversight of departed ancestors. The Bible is full of 
Spiritualism, and even the New Testament has a Transfigur 
ation scene in which the spirits of Moses and Elijah appear 
with Je su s ; it tells of miraculous healings, and visions, and 
voices, and talking in an unknown tongue. Catholic history 
and legends abound in stories of marvel and miracle and 
spiritualistic visitations. Swedenborg claims to have seen 
and conversed with hundreds of departed souls, and a visitor 
to his rooms in London tells of overhearing an interview be
tween the Seer and an invisible person, whom the former 
addressed with great deference, and afterwards accompanied 
down stairs to tne street door ; and on returning to his vis 
itor up-stairs, Swedenborg explained that his invisible caller 
was the poet Virgil. Wesley’s house was haunted. Irving, 
the most eloquent preacher of his day after Chalmers, was 
dogged and absolutely ruined by mysterious manifestation*, 
which some believed angelic and others diabolic. The Salem 
witchcraft was but a link in the long chain of mysterious phe 
nomena, which have stretched all the way down from the 
dawn of time. The Rochester rappings were merely a new 
outbreak of a force old as man. It would be reasonable 
enough to push a single marvel aside as a thing of no account, 
the product of an unknown cause, or a trick ; but it is no 
easy matter to brush away the millions of appearances of a 
spiritualistic character, and stamp upon the religious faiths of 
half the human race. Were the resurrection of Jesus re
ported by a morning newspaper, precisely as it is described 
by one of the Evangelists, as a new occurrence, ninetv-oine 
out of a hundred readers would call it another ‘ materializa
tion.’ ”

The Graphic: “ If Shakespeare’s ghost can only mutter 
nonsense, sensible people will hold that he is an impertinent 
and valueless spirit.”

The Golden Age : “  The fact that no new ideas have been 
announced proves nothing to the point, so long as ideas have 
been announced and intelligence has been displayed. Per
haps this world is enough for us who live on it without having 
information smuggled across the frontier.”

The Graphic : “ If we grant, for the sake of argument, that 
the spirits of dead Indians and sailors nightlv appear to the 
frequenters of the Eddy seances, it would still be difficult to 
show what possible good has been accomplished by the use
less ghosts that thus visit the pale glimpses of the Oiittenden 
kerosene lamps.”

The Golden A ge: “ The preponderance of probability is 
so strongly on tne side #t the spiritual origin of some of 
these manifestations that it is difficult to withhold belief. The 
fact that a trained savant like Mr. Wallace, who has brought 
all his scientific knowledge and training to bear on the sub
ject, has been compelled to believe by the force of evidence 
ne could not resist, has great weight”

The Graphic: “  I f  Spiritualism is true, it has nevertheless 
failed to demonstrate its utility.”

The Golden Age : “  Spiritualism, with all its crudeness, s 
confirming the world's shaken faith in immortality, anil 
diffusing a new faith and feeling respecting the future

H O M ICID A L S P IR IT S .
“  Possessin g youth, a considerable fortune in h is own ngh t, standing well 

in his class and beloved by a large circle ot influential friends and acquaint 
anv.es, there seem ed to be every inducem ent for turn to d in g  to h it . ”

T ' h ese  were the remarks following the announcement of a 
1  recent supposed suicide, and it is by no means a solitary 

case within the observation of those who read the daily jour
nals. Some students of psychology attribute these melan
choly and apparently causeless events to sudden fits of insan
ity or obsession, holding that the suicidal act is impelled by 
an independent control under which the victim is entranced 
and unconscious. Those who have witnessed the extraordi
nary results of psychological entrancement by De Mont ford 
and other mesmerists will have no great difficulty in accepting 
this theory. We know a young gentleman in this city who, 
although normally free of any suicidal tendencies, once un
consciously attempted to take' his life by snapping a loaded 
pistol at his head. Happily the firearm did not discharge, 
and the young person lives to declare, if not full faith in sod
den suicidal obsession by blood-thirsty, disembodied spirits 
acting as mesmerists, yet a firm belief in the possibility of 
suicide in that strange condition of the mind called somnam
bulism The most nightly liability of being garroted. or hav
ing “  a head put on you ’’ through'mistaken physical identity, 
or otherwise, is not entirely agreeable, but while in the latter 
case we are sustained and soothed by the police, what coaid 
avail the brawn and muscle of our nocturnal guardians, or 
even the courts of justice, against offenders whom a NUy could 
not harm nor bolts nor bars confine ? Surely some other 
means of protection must be devised, and we commend the 
matter to the consideration of the next convention of medi
um s— Hfraud.
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H i s t o r i c a l  / n d  P h i l o s o p h ic a l

[For th« S o m in t .]

S P IR IT U A L IS M  O F T H E  COMMON PE O P LE , A N 
C IE N T  A N D  M O D ERN .

• V  W. V. TOOMBV.

Po pe 's assertion, “  ’T is education forms the common mind," 
holds as good in life as in history, in spite of the dogma 

of equality and the levelling assumptions of democratic radi
calism. Classification of character and human characteristics 
is, therefore, necessary, since the common-place of the merely 
“  good and bad "  is so baldly extreme as to exclude well-known 
grades of raoralism among men, and omit the nicer shadings 
of human deifelopment. Even then, the division of charac
teristics belongs to the domain of abstract morals rather than 
concrete life, and fails to answer the ends of the philosophic 
thinker. In a certain sense it is, no doubt, true that, outside 
of Individualism, all attempts at classification are lost in the 
endless detail of personal peculiarity ; but this for practical 
pusposes is as much too general'as the arbitrary assumption 
of the merely “  good and bad ”  is too fanciful and restricted.

Good sense and long established usage come, therefore, in 
support of the assertion of Pope,—making “  the common peo
ple ”  the middle class between the extremes of “  the good "  
and “  the bad : "  for of this class comes the reforming many 
in the ages, the multitude who heard Jesus “ gladly,”  and the 
“  poor,”  who had “  the gospel preached unto them.”  And it is 
to this class the reforming word, the new glad-tidings, and the 
fresh-born joy of spirit fellowship and ministration, come first 
in all times: for, being most depressed by barbarous usages and 
tyrannical laws, they “ hunger and thirst”  for the appearing of 
that “ kingdom” whose founder and builder is God, “ wherein 
dwelleth righteousness evermore." This is the underlying 
fact in tke education of “  the people,”  and the psychology of 
that receptivity which makes their ready assumption of reli
gious belief so natural. True, it has been their reproach, but 
a more comprehensive philosophy will yet find in it the silver 
lin in g  Vs the cloud of earthly experience,—supplementing the 
philosophy of Gibbon with the wisdom of the spirits, whose 
presence and ministrations come in support of tne economies 
of Nature, gradually rounding the angles of the ages. “  In 
pride,”  then, “  ht reasoning pride the error lies,”  when “  the 
primitive Christian,”  or the modern Spiritualist, is made to 
appear other than they were and are. I f  there is method in 
Nature and wisdom in experience, there can be no mistake in 
the logic o f events, the highest expression of which is reached 
when the philosophy of history points out the need and value 
o f the division of labor performed in the name and interests 
of the nations, peoples, and religions of the earth. Thus the 
Egyptians preceded the Jews, as the Jews preceded the Chris
tians ; the Etruscans preceded the Greeks and Romans, as 
these in turn preceded the moderns,—each in its order sup
plementing the other, the last to be developed becoming the 
first in importance and influence. As in nationalities, so with 
religions, or such parts of them as have most affinity with the 
growing sense and intellectual life of the race ; for in it and 
through it the enlarging thought and educational bias are be
coming planatary and human.

Not to sense this is to miss the method of Nature and un
dervalue many of the phases of experience, the wisdom of 
which finds fullest expansion in the co-operative and compen
sating thought that unites the ministry of spirits with the ed
ucation of ~ the common people.” Gibbon thus bears testi
mony of the fact, though he failed to sense the philosophy of 
the law. He says, “  It is a vary ancient reproach, suggested 
by the ignoran ce or the malice of infidelity, that the Christians I 
allured into their party the most atrocious criminals, who, as 
soon as they were touched by a sense of remorse, were easily 
persuaded to wash away, in the waters of baptism, the guilt 
of their past conduct, for which the temples of the gods re
fused to grant them any expiation. But this reproach, when 
it is cleared from misrepresentation, contributes as much to 
the honor as it did to the increase of the Church. The friends 
of Christianity may acknowledge without a blush that many 
of the most eminent saints had been before their baptism the 
most abandoned of sinners.”  (Decline and Fall, &c., ch. XV.)

Ernest Kenan, sensing the intellectual and spiritual associ
ations of the law, more closely says, “  Christianity was the 
fruit of a sort of fermentation, which is accustomed to take 
place in the East in those localities where m anures from the 
prejudices of birth and race, more readily adopts the views of 
that philosophy termed cosmopolitan or humanitarian than the 
peasant, bourgeons, the noble, or the feudal cititen can do.

Like the socialism of our day, like a ll new ideas, Christianity 
took a start in what is called the corruption of large cities. 
This corruption, in fact, is frequently only a fu lle r  and freer 
life, a greater awakening of the secret forces of humanity." 
(Life of S t  Paul, pp. 206-7.)

These statements reflect the spirit of those “  cities placed 
outside of nationalities, foreign to the love of country, in 
which all races and all religions join hands : "  where “ swarms 
of humanity, baseness ana good instincts, slothfulness and 
activity, impertinence and agreeableness are met with; ev
erything is found here excepting what constitutes an old aris
tocratic locality.”  (Ibid. p. 206.)

The educators to people thus cast together and mentally 
conditioned were the spirits. The witness is M. Kenan, no
wise partial to Spiritualism. He says, “  The Church was a 
permanent source of edification and consolation. We must 
judge of the Christian reunions of this period by the ceremo
nious assemblies of our day, in which nothing unexpected or 
aught of individual action constitutes any part. We should 
rather call to mind the conventicles 01 English Quakers, 
American Shakers, and French Spirites. During the reun
ion, all were seated, each one spoke when the spirit moved 
him. Then the inspired  one arose, and pronounced, upon 
the im pulse o f the sp irit, discourses of divers forms, which it 
is now difficult for us to distinguish,—psalms, canticles, re
turns of grace, eulogies, prophecies, revelations, lessons, ex
hortations, consolations, exercises in glossology. These im
provisations, considered as Divine oracles, were sometimes 
sung and sometimes pronounced in a plain manner. They 
called upon each other for this purpose reciprocally. Each 
one excited the enthusiasm of the others. It was what they 
called “  singing to the Lord.”  The women kept silent. As 
they all believed themselves unceasingly visited by the spirit, 
every image, every sound which entered the brain of the be
lievers, appeared to contain a profound meaning ; and with the 
best faith in the world, their souls received pure nourishment 
from pure illusions ( ? ) . . . .  Prophecy was a gift highly prized. 
Sometimes women were endowed with it. In many cases, es
pecially when there was a question of glossology, they hesi
tated ; they were sometimes even fearful of being dupes of a 
deception of evil spirits. One particular class of the inspired, 
or, as they called them, “  spiritual,” were commissioned to in
terpret these strange eructations, and to discover their mean
ing and to discern the spirits from whence they proceeded. 
These phenomena were very efficacious in converting the 
heathen, and were considered as the most demonstrative mir
acles. In fact, the heathen, or at least those whom they sup
posed to be friendly, entered the assemblies. Then strange 
scenes often took place. One or more of the inspired ones 
addressed themselves to the intruder, spoke to him with alter
nate harshness and mildness, revealed to him the greatest se
crets which he supposed to be known to himself alone, un
veiled to him the sins of his past life. The wretched one was 
bewildered, confounded. The shame from this public mani
festation, the idea that he had been seen by this assembly in 
a sort of spiritual nudity, created between him and the 
brethren a strong tie,—one not to be afterwards severed. A  
sort of confession was sometimes the first act performed upon 
joining the sect The intimacy, the tenderness established 
between the brethren and sisters by such exercises, were unre
served,—all veritably constituted but one single porson. 
There was nothing else necessary than a perfect Spiritualism 
to prevent such relations from terminating in shocking abuses.”  
(Ibid. pp. 167-9.)

This picture of Greek Spiritualism in the days of Paul 
might pass, with a little addition, for the practical phases of 
some spiritual society in these modern times. True, the wo
men in the Corinthian Church “  kept silent; ”  but not always, 
as the spirit of prophecy occasionally possessed them, and 
they spake as they were moved or prompted. With this mod
ification, the detail and the results of the ministry of the spir
it* in Corinth reflect the spiritual chwactenslies of the 
nineteenth century, full as much as the early manifestations 
in the Greek assembly, and prove that neither the spirits in 
or out of the body have change essentially. On the contrary, 
the testimony of M. Renan demonstrates they are virtually 
the same,—their methods and manifestations being the same 
now as then, the purpose and culmination of the whole being 
the re v iv a l of spiritual life and the education of “  the common 
people.”  They failed to recast Greek society and perpetuate 
the intellectual splendor of that illustrious nation ; but they 
helped to rejuvenate the fa ith  of the people, and save them 
from the barbarities and depravities of a demoralized and de
caying nation. To their credit, be it said, that if they did not 
rebuild and enrich Greek civilization, they tempered the con
flicts of the times, and, by good advice and wise council, soft
ened the severity of the fall.

The advent ol Christian Spiritualism in Rome was as hum
ble in origin as that of Palestine and Greece. “  The arenarii, 
or sand-diggers, and the workmen in the quarries, were persons 
of the lowest grade, and, cut off by their occupation from 
the crowds in tne busy city, probably formed a separate and 

| distinct community. There is reason to believe,” adds the
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Rev. Wm. Ingraham Kip, D.D., “ that Chri»tianity found 
among them its earliest proselytes, for itsfirst follow ers every
where were the lowest in the social scale. These ‘ hereditary 
bondsmen,’ indeed, scarcely calling their lives their own in 
this world, would most naturally gladly welcome the hopes 
which dawned upon them from the world to come.”  (The 
Catacombs of Rome, p. 3 1.)

Hut this despised and neglected class of human beings were 
not forgotten by the spirits. Their presence brought consola 
tion to all. and “  it was confessed, or at least imagined (says 
Gibbon), that they had distributed among themselves the 
most important characters of polytheism, one darmon assum
ing the name and attributes ot Jupiter, another of Aesculapius, 
a third of Venus, and a forth perhaps of Appolo, and that, by 
the advantage of their long experience and aerial nature, they 
were enabled to execute with sufficient skill and dignity the 
parts which they had undertaken. They lurked in the tem
ples, instituted ie>tiv.ils and sacrifices, invented fables, pro
nounced oracles, and were frequently allowed to perform mir
acles.” (Decline and hall, dec., ch. xv.)

This testimony, though colored by the skepticism of the 
writer, proves the acknowledged presence of spirits. They 
were known as daemons,— God being the chief,—but the 
names cited from the elder faith shows that the most popular 
and the most cherished phases of that early Spiritism  in 
Rome were associated with the developments and manifesta
tions of well-known and familiar spirits. Indeed, the same 
names might be so translated as to apply to the Spiritism of 
America as well as Rome,—Jupiter standing for ** physical 
manifestations ; ” Aesculapius for ** spiritual healing ; ”  Venus 
for the manifestations of love and affection ; Apollo for trance 
and emotional eloquence.

“  W estw ard (then) the course o f em pire takes its w ay.
I he four first acts already past,
1  he fifth shall close the dram a with the d a y ,— 
l i m e 's  noblest offspring is the la s t ."

C L IM A T E  A S A  D E V E LO P IN G  PO W ER.
M at Pit a lists  thus far have not reached agreement on the 
1 * exact part performed by Climate in developing certain 
powers and functions in organic life. All agree that Climate 
has a function in the economy of Nature, the difference of 
opinion growing out of the more or less prominence to be 
given to it, in accounting for the many-phased diversity of 
animals and men. The detail of the thought and its applica
tion to all-sided Nature may be found in the wrt ngs of emi
nent scientists ; an illustration of which is furnished by 
Colombat De Lis£re, when he says,—“  Nature, according to 
the Abbe Expili, develops more fully certain parts of the 
body in one climate than in another. He considers that a 
man would be perfect in his physical development who had 
the legs of a Spaniard, the hand of a German, the head of an 
Englishman, the eyes of an Italian, with the body, size, and 
gaitof a Frenchman.”

W OM EN AN D  C IV IL IZA T IO N .

Ba yard  T aylor  says it is not generally understood that 
woman in ancient Egypt was honored and respected 

equally as man. There was among the Egyptians a lofty ap
preciation of the marriage tie. The wife s name was often 
placed before that of the husband, and the sons often bear the 
names of the mothers, instead of those of the fathers. Wo
men often sat upon the throne and administered all the affairs 
of the government. The assertion we so often hear in these 
days that woman has alwrays occupied a position of subjection 
to man is glaringly false. In ancient Egypt he possessed no 
important right which was not equally snared with her. And 
he says, just as we might expect, that it is impossible to look 
upon the statues of that period, and not feel what a high de
gree of culture was fairly claimed by the race. The very 
household furniture is such as one might buy this day. We 
find, among other things, boards for checkers, paint boxes, 
knives, needles, pomatum-boxes, straw-baskets, a child's ball 
for playing made of elastic palm fibres, dried fruits, fine cakes 
of bread, such as we use to-day, and many of the surgical in
struments are quite identical. In other words, the more wo
man the more civilization.

W hen all events are known by humanity without research, 
when knowledge becomes its birthright inheritance, when the 
wisdom of God is a radical gift, then change shall no longer 
occur, progress shall have ceased, because perfection will 
have been reached—but so long as the present undeveloped 
condition of the human race continues, there must be. when
ever the divine attributes inherent in our organism are per- | 
mitted to operate, the growth due to action, and by this life 
out work the race as well as the individual advances into 
higher phases of existence.

jSPit^iT T e a c h in g s .

I b e l ie v e  IN G od, for 1 know that spirit, matter, and mo
tion are eternal existences, co-equal, co-eternal, co-existent 
ever. As 1 believe in matter, then so do 1 believe in sp rit . 
and the totality of that spirit, that master-mind that was even 
l>efore form—that moved upon the chaos and void, and 
evolved therefrom order, harmonv. and form—is God. F inite 
as I am, I can never comprehend his infinity ; temporal pil
grim as 1 am now, and passing on and ever passing on m tem
porality, 1 cannot master his eternity. It is enough for me to 
know that He is all-wise, for the majesty, order, and beauty 
of creation prove it; He is all-good, for the beneficence dis
closed in that creation proves i t ; He is all-powerful, for its 
stupendous strength, its glorious and majestic permanence, 
prove it.

I BELIEVE IN THE IMMORTALITY OE THE HUMAN SO U L, 
for 1 have been taught to analyse and search until 1 discover 
that that which is must have existed forever , and, though on 
this earth I am only possessed of such memory as carr cs me 
back to the beginning of my own temporal existence, and 
such prophecy as proves to me that I shall live l-eyond the 
grave, I still recognize that lives infinite one way cannot be 
finite another, and that if there is infinity around me I am a 
part of it— I am infinite also. Ard since I question and 
since I doubt, even the chemist that scoffs at me proves my 
position, and shows me that nothing can be annihilated. My 
soul is something, the functions of my soul arc something, my 
self-consciousness is something, my sense of individuality it 
something, that cannot be annihilated. The strong psychol
ogy of another mind mightier than mine would inip».>c upon 
me the dark fatal belief of annihilation for my sou', and eter
nal existence for everything else. My spirit-lrieod comes to 
mv side, grasps my hand, and whispers in my ear. n the voice 
of the loved and those 1 have deemed the lost,—** I live for
ever, and thou shall live forever.”

I BELIEVE IN RIGHT AND wrong, for I do find the penal
ties of the wrong and the compensation of the right impressed 
on all things, on all forms of lite. When I doubt this, the 
sophist would come and preach to me of cm umstances. of 
surroundings, of impulses and forces ; and when he would 
try in the tones of sophistry to mask me from the light which 
the penalty is perpetually bringing me. my spirit friends ap
peal to me. and with the glory of the immortal spheres on his 
glittering brow, or the darkness of the dweller on the thresh
old hanging around him gives me to understand that the 
second stage of existence is absolute judgment tor the deeds 
done in the body.

1 BELIEVE IN THE COMMUNION OE SPIRITS AS MINISTER
ING ANGELS. 1 not only realize this from the truths that are 
demonstrated around me. but from the reason which assures 
me that the love which animated the form that I loved so 
well, as it still subsists must still find an exercise ; that to live 
to love, and yet to be unable to manifest that love to the ob
jects that need it, must be a condition of existence tar worse 
than that in which we daily live, and love, and minister to 
each other. *

I. T em perance in all things, whether physical, menta’t 
moral. ?ffectional, or religious.

II. J ustice to all creatures that be—justice being the ex
ercise of precisely the same rules of life, cooduct, thought, 
or speech that we would desire to receive from others.

III. G en tlen ess  in speech and act—never needlessly 
wounding the feelings of others by harsh words or deeds , 
never hurting or destroying aught that breathes, save for the 
purposes of sustenance or self-defense.

IV. T ruth  in every word or thought spoken or acted ; but
reservation of harsh or unpleasing truths where they would 
needlessly wound the feelings o f others. e

V. Ch arity—charity in thought, striving to excuse the 
1 failings of others ; charity in speech, veiling the tailings of

others; deeds, wherever,* whenever, and to whomsoever the 
| opportunity offers.

VI A lm sgiving—visiting the sick and comfortiur the 
afflicted in every shape that our means admit ol and the 
necessities of our fellow-creatures demand.

V II. SEtF-SACRirtCE. wherever the interests of others 
are to be benefited by our endurance.

V III . T em pera te  yet firm defense of our viewrs of right, 
and protest against wrong, whether toe ourselves or others.

IX . Industry in following any calling we may be engaged 
in, or in devoting some portion of our time, whew otherwise 
not obliged to do so, to the service and benefit of others.

X. Love—above and bevood a ll seeking to cult rate in 
our own fam lies, kindreds, friends, and amongst all mankind 
generally the spirit of that true and tender love which enn 
think, speak, and act no wrong to any creature h*-«g . 
mem be ring always, that where love is. all the other principles 
of right are fulfilled beneath its influence and embodied >n its 
monitions.
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S p i r i t u a l  T r a c t s , to be known as “Golden Truths," 
will be issued from this office, commencing the ensuing 
week. They will be on various subjects,—some suitable 
for distribution among believers, and others designed to 
force the truth upon the outside world. The cooperation 
of those who believe in this work is cordially solicited. 
Will those of our subscribers who receive packets of the 
first numbers of the series kindly advance the cause by 
giving them general distribution ?

RESPONSIBILITY.
The Graphic Company says " its paper is high-toned, 

respectable, and illustrates all great events truthfully.” 
It is not our purpose to cast a doubt on this statement , 
yet after that paper has reported and illustrated some of 
the more wonderful spiritual manifestations, and thereby 
awakened public attention, it should not say that the in- 
fluence of these things “is positively disintegrating, and 
tends to draw men away from the Church and the old 
standard of morality, and to loosen the marriage tie ; ” be
cause if this were true, they openly confess to having con
tributed to this state of affairs.

The words, “ This journal is not responsible for the 
views of its correspondents,” convey an idea which, in our 
opinion, is an exploded fallacy. The editor who admits 
to bis columns false statements or expressions that excite 
contaminating ideas is morally responsible. It is words 
or ideas that mold or move public sentiment, and it makes 
slight d ifference in what column of the press they appear. 
It is an egotistically wrong notion to suppose that from 
the editorial pen alone flows the mystic ink which accom
plishes this result.

A R E P L Y  TO “THE INVESTIGATOR.”
If the editor of the Investigator is not sufficiently ac

quainted with the contents of its columns to know that 
iu correspondents have slurred Spiritualists and Spiritual
ism, we do not care to pass in review its issues for the 
past three months. It says, “ to slur ” means “ to con
taminate, to reproach, and disgrace.” Certainly, it is very 
ingenious to mistake the noun for the verb ; but even then 
the definition should have been given correctly, as the ad
jective “ slight ” should be prefixed.

T h e  Scientist  said, “We want the Investigator to 
cease slurring Spiritualists and Spiritualism, or else give 
u* the benefit of its materialistic arguments'̂  applied to 
our spiritual theories.” Worcester gives the following 
definitions —

S lu r , v.a., I. To soil; to sully; to tarnish.
T h e y  im pudently s lu r  the (oepel in m aking it no better than a rom antic 

!egen<L— C u A w r t i .

Or slightly altered in this instance to make the application 
more ap t: “ They impudently slur Spiritualism in making 
it no better than a romantic legend.”  Further Worcester 
says,—

2. To disparge by inuendo or insinuation ; to speak slight
ingly.

H ave the columns o f the Investigator ever done this 
in speaking o f Spiritualists or Spiritualism ? Let echo 
answer.

j. To pass so as to leave an obscurity on ; to pass lightly 
or unattentively.

Can the Investigator now say, “  A s T h e  Sc ie n t is t  fails 
to point it out, we doubt the correctness o f its ungentle- 
manly personal allusion.”  And further, “  We want our 
spiritual neighbor to be civil in his treatment o f M ateri
alists.”

We intend to be courteously civil, and consider this an 
apology in advance to the Investigator for its expressed 
belief in our violation o f this rule, even though “ it fails 
to point out an instance.”

One more reference to the ability o f the Investigator 
to quote from his own columns : in his issue o f Nov. 4, 
third column, editorial page, ”  Mind and M atter," it says, 
“  Mind, as we view it, is the effect o f matter. O f course, 
matter was first. Geologists tell us o f the Azoic age 
when man did not exist. There was matter, but no mind. 
1'h e  human mind, then, had a beginning, and as what 
had a beginning must have an ending, man is not im
mortal.”

We were under the impression that the terms beginning 
and ending, or creation and annihilation, were not recog
nized in the materialistic school, consequently we quoted 
the above, introducing it by the “ offensive”  request we 
have already replied to, and attempted to show the fallacy 
o f such an argument, hy saying, "F ir s t , it is not logical 
to assume that because man did not exist, that conse
quently there was no mind. Mind exists now and must 
have existed then ; it has not since come into existence ; 
annihilation or creation is not thinkable ; in some shape 
it has always existed ; in some shape it will always exist. 
Second, the assumption or assertion that the human mind 
had a beginning, having thus been shown to be a falsity, 
follows, third, that any deductions which may rest on these 
clauses are also falsities.”

Notice the learned reply o f the Investigator to this. 
Nov. 1 8 , page 6, column 2, it says,—

“  Now to something else. T he  S c ien t ist  says we are in 
error, illogical, assumptive, assertive, false, &c., in taking the 
position that the existence of matter precedes that of mind. 
We repeat what we have said before on this point, that if, as 
geolqgists say, there was a time once (the Azoic age) when hu
man beings did not exist on the globe, we conclude that mind 
is subsequent to matter and was evolved from it. Nor are 
we aware that acknowledged scientific teachers, such as Dar
win, Dana, Wallace, Tyndall, Huxley, Youmans, Agassiz, and 
others, call our position a mere ‘ assumption or assertion.’ 
And if they do not, it is just possible, perhaps, that T he 
S p ir it u a l  Sc ien t ist  may be in error rather than our corres
pondents and ourself.”

This needs no reply from T he Scientist. We submit 
both arguments to our readers, which the Investigator has 
not done : the controversy bears its own comment. We 
did not attempt to reply to the position that “  matter was 
before mind ; ”  but simply to point out the fallacy in the 
the premise, that “  there was matter, but no mind and 
the induction, “ the human mind then had a beginning." We 
can only say that the editor is no more consistent in 
his philosophy than in his explanation o f “  how the piano 
moved.”
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EDITO RIAL PARAGRAPHS.
W r learn that the movem;nt for regular meetings of Chris

tian Spiritualists in New York, though interrupted as far as 
to the service on Sunday, is still gaining strength, and elicits 
expressions of sympathy from different parts of the United 
States. It is not designed to meet the views of those gath
ered in existing societies, but of those who still cling to the 
churches in which they have been educated and yet have seen 
and thought so much of Spiritualism that they long for aid to 
enable them to see the harmony between the teachings of 
Jesus and the Divine purpose in this new method of arrest
ing and elevating the thought of man. It may be that a new 
journal, fully recognizing the harmony between Modern Spir
itualism and real Christianity, may add its influence to pro
mote the cause. However, all Spiritualists should welcome 
and sympathize with any attempt to aid the thousands now in 
the churches, and help them to see the actual Truth, whether 
more or less in harmony with our own views. Certain it is 
that Science is only the human expression of the truth as it 
has !>een from all eternity in the Being of God, and eventu
ally this must eradicate all the false from Spiritualism and 
Dogmatism. Whatever is “ of man will come to naught,”  
but let us not fĉ ar any search for Divine Truth, lest “  Haply 
we should be found fighting against God.”

W e  have received a letter from Mme. Blavatsky, from 
which we shall publish extracts next week.

I t is with pleasure that we inform our readers that S. B. 
Brittan will continue the publication of the Quarterly Journal 
of Spiritual Science in New York City. It enters upon its 
third year in January, with an increased circulation. Finan
cially, Mr. Brittan is not remunerated for his labors ; but it 
is to be hoped that the interest now awakened among scien
tific men will in the future be the means of richly compens
ating him. In the meantime, let all who have $yoo  with 
which they desire to aid the cause of Spiritualism, send it to 
S. B. Brittan, Box 3806, New York City, and in return they 
will have, not only the Quarterly for one year, but the satisfac
tion of having contributed to the support of the best Spirit
ual Journal in the world ; or it they desire further information, 
send for circular as above.

T he year 1874, amongits other historic associations, will be 
noted in future history for the extraordinary multiplication of 
spiritual phenomena which have occurred during its progress. 
At no period since the “  advent of modern Spiritualism,” as it 
is called, through the mediumship of the Fox sisters at 
Rochester, twenty-four years ago, have the spirits manifested 
such remarkable activity. The wonderful “ materialization” 
of Katie King in England, the marvels associated with Fos
ter, Slade, and others; the series of “  materializations ” *t 
the Eddy homestead in Vermont; the reappearance of Katie 
King in Philadelphia ; the “  mind-reading ”  of Brown, and a 
host of minor wonders, all go to mark this as a period of re
markable activity in this department of biology.

I n speaking of T he Scien tist , Appleton's Journal says, 
“  This journal is of a respectable order. The subjects 
treated are such as to command attention. The editorials 
are moderate and earnest, and the whole tone is conservative 
compared with the ordinary efforts of the spiritualistic school. 
In a word, it seems that the public would 1*  justified in ac
cepting the statements of T he S piritu a l  Scien tist  as au
thoritative and reliable.

T he Boston H erald  is more consistent in its dealings 
with Spiritualism than any of the daily secular press in the 
country. Even its criticisms are presented in a thoughtful 
and courteous style which commands the attention and re
spect of Spiritualists as well as those who know nothing of 
the phenomena. Apparently it is acquainted with the facts 
that are facts, and also the failings in the Philosophy. In a 
word, it accepts the matter as it is, and true to its purpose as 
an educator of the people, it endeavors to present that which 
issreliable, and to distinguish between the true and the false.

It has done much in its happy way within the past few months 
in publishing accounts from whij^h a sensible person would 
have no difficulty in arriving at the information it meant to 
convey. Its course in this respect has received much com
mendation.

N elson Holmes E sq., physical medium for the materiali
zation of Katie King, is not in this city and will not be here 
until January. We write this that our readers in this vicinity 
may avoid an imposter, whom, Bro. W. W. Currier of Haver
hill writes, has been in that city. It is not necessary to give 
his description, for the true Mr. Holmes will not make his 
appearance until above stated.

J. J . Morse , the English lecturer, after concluding his en
gagement in this city, is desirous of working through Massa
chusetts into Cleveland, Ohio, and he is at liberty during 
February for that purpose. March, he speaks in Cleveland ; 
April, he goes to Chicago; May, he is in New Haven ; June 
is still open, and this is the last month of his stay. His 
present address is care of Levi Weaver, Esq., 220 W. Balti
more Street, Baltimore, Md.

We may expect an interesting lecture if Miss Lizzie Doten 
is controlled to speak on the “  Laws of Mediumship and 
Spirit Control.”  The intelligence who promised this, at the 
meeting of the Union last Sunday evening, gave its name as 
Ann Lee ; it is probably the one from whom Shakerism dates 

I directly, although she drew her ideas from older sources.

T he Pope classes Prof. Tyndall among “ those spiritual 
pirates whose trade is to despoil the souls of men.”

A N ew York daily quotes as “ an interesting b e t ,” that 
the Shakers had “  fully developed mediums in their midst be
fore the Fox girls were out of long clothes,”—and this is a 
paper which thinks itself an authority on spiritual m atters. 
One of these days it will wake up and find that some of the 
associates of the Grecian philosophers were acknowledged 
trance mediums, and this long before Christianity was out of 
its “  long clothes ”  ; and perhaps they may discover similar 
developments in all periods of the world's history.

To those  who are willing to try and obtain subscribers 
we would send, on application, a packet of handbills to 
aid them in their purpose ; and any one sending us an or
der for ten copies for three or six months, we will send a 
copy free for that period. An hour’s effort in many in
stances would result in ten, and even more, names being 
given in as subscribers.

^HORT-HAND JlOTE?.

“ T o  Turkey we give our shining blades," is the way it will
read to-day...........N ota bilities  who visit Boston are in no
little danger of being club-ed to death—at least into dyspep
sia...........T he  new Post Office, which is already a pretty old
building, is shortly to be opened. We shouldn’t like to state
what “  shortly ”  signifies, other than sometime.......... Ma s t  a
goose will be stuffed to-day.......... Never  uke an advantage,
it don’t belong to you.......... E verybody Reveres the hotel
in Bowdoin S quare.......... N ever  stand on trifles. They are
an unstable foundalion. Architects universally ignore them. 
.......... As a rule there is nothing more unfair than the man
agement ol fairs.......... It  is said that one of our teachers of
dancing is excessively fond of pigeon wing...........Qu eer  bow
things sometimes work. One of our theatres is to have a
Bishop next week.......... T he individual, who on being invited
to “ take a seat," is now at Deer Island. He took it too far.
...........T he "Anchor Line "  to Europe, despite its name, is
always on the move.......... An architect in the city has issued
proposals to build a bridge of sigh s...........CoLUitaus came to
Plymouth years ago and now Columbus Avenue wests to
come to Park Street church.......... T he  hardest of all runs ia
to run a risk. Try it on and see.
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S p i r i t u a l  T racts, to be known as “Golden Truths,” 
will be issued from this office, commencing the ensuing 
week. They will be on various subjects,—some suitable 
for distribution among believers, and others designed to 
force the truth upon the outside world. The cooperation 
of those who believe in this work is cordially solicited. 
Will those of our subscribers who receive packets of the 
first numbers of the series kindly advance the cause by 
giving them general distribution?

RESPONSIBILITY.
The Graphic Company says “ its paper is high-toned, 

respectable, and illustrates all great events truthfully.” 
It is not our purpose to cast a doubt on this statement ; 
yet after that paper has reported and illustrated some of 
the more wonderful spiritual manifestations, and thereby 
awakened public attention, it should not say that the in
fluence of these things “is positively disintegrating, and 
tends to draw men away from the Church and the old 
standard of morality, and to loosen the marriage tie ; ” be
cause if this were true, they openly confess to having con
tributed to this state of affairs.

The words, “ This journal is not responsible for the 
views of its correspondents,” convey sn idea which, in our 
opinion, is an exploded fallacy. The editor who admits 
to bis columns false statements or expressions that excite 
contaminating ideas is morally responsible. It is words 
or ideas that mold or move public sentiment, and it makes 
slight d ifference in what column of the press they appear. 
It is an egotistically wrong notion to suppose that from 
tbe editorial pen alone flows the mystic ink which accom
plishes this result.

A REPLY TO “THE INVESTIGATOR.”
If the editor of the Investigator is not sufficiently ac

quainted with the contents of its columns to know that 
its correspondents have slurred Spiritualists and Spiritual
ism, we do not care to pass in review its issues for the 
past three months. It says, “ to slur ” means “ to con
taminate, to reproach, and disgrace.” Certainly, it is very 
ingenious to mistake the noun for the verb ; but even then 
the definition should have been given correctly, as the ad
jective “ slight ” should be prefixed.

T he Scientist  said, “We want the Investigator to 
cease slurring Spiritualists and Spiritualism, or else give 
us the benefit of its materialistic arguments'as applied to 
our spiritual theories.” Worcester gives the following 
definitions:—

S lur, v.a., t. To so il; to sully; to tarnish.
T h e y  im pudently s lu r  the fo»pel in m aking it no better than a rom antic 

legend. — Cudurortk.
Or slightly altered in this instance to make the application 
more ap t; “ They impudently slur Spiritualism in making 
it no better than a romantic legend." Further Worcester 
says,—

2. To disparge by inuendo or insinuation ; to speak slight-
ingly.

H ave the columns o f the Investigator ever done this 
in speaking o f Spiritualists or Spiritualism ? Let echo 
answer.

J. To pass so as to leave an obscurity on ; to pass lightly 
or unattentively.

Can the Investigator now say, “  A s T he Scientist  fails 
to point it out, we doubt the correctness o f its ungentle- 
manly personal allusion.”  And further, “  We want our 
spiritual neighbor to be civil in his treatment o f M ateri
alists.”

We intend to be courteously civil, and consider this an 
apology in advance to the Investigator for its expressed 
belief in our violation o f this rule, even though “ it fails 
to point out an instance.”

One more reference to the ability of the Investigator 
to quote from his own columns : in his issue of Nov. 4, 
third column, editorial page, “ Mind and Matter,” it says, 
“ Mind, as we view it, is the effect of matter. Of course, 
matter was first. Geologists tell us of the Azoic age 
when man did not exist. There was matter, but no mind. 
The human mind, then, had a beginning, and as what 
had a beginning must have an ending, man is not im
mortal.”

We were under the Impression that the terms beginning 
and ending, or creation and annihilation, were not recog 
nized in the materialistic school, consequently we quoted 
the above, introducing it by the “ offensive” request we 
have already replied to, and attempted to show the fallacy 
of such an argument, hy saying, “ F irst, it is not logical 
to assume that because man did not exist, that conse
quently there was no mind. Mind exists now and must 
have existed then ; it has not since come into existence ; 
annihilation or creation is not thinkable ; in some shape 
it has always existed ; in some shape it will always exist. 
Second, the assumption or assertion that the human mind 
had a beginning, having thus been shown to be a falsity, 
follows, third, that any deductions which may rest on these 
clauses are also falsities.”

Notice the learned reply of the Investigator to this. 
Nov. tS, page 6, column a, it says,—

“  Now to something else. T he Sc ien tist  says we are in 
error, illogical, assumptive, assertive, false, &c., in taking the 
position that the existence of matter precedes that of mind. 
We repeat what we have said before on this point, that if, as 
geologists sav, there was a time once (the Aaoic age) when hu
man beings did not exist on the globe, we conclude that mind 
is subsequent to matter and was evolved from iL Nor are 
we aware that acknowledged scientific teachers, such as Dar
win, Dana, Wallace, Tyndall, Huxley, Youmans, Agassiz, and 
others, call our position a mere * assumption or assertion.’ 
And if they do not, it is just possible, perhaps, that T he 
S pir itu a l  Sc ien t ist  may be in error rather than our corres
pondents and ourself.”

This needs no reply from T he Scientist. We submit 
both arguments to our readers, which the Investigator has 
not done : the controversy bears its own comment. We 
did not attempt to reply to the position that “ matter was 
before mind j ” but simply to point out the fallacy in the 
the premise, that “ there was matter, but no mind and 
the induction, “the human mind then had a beginning." We 
can only say that the editor is no more consistent in 
his philosophy than in his explanation of “ how the piano 
moved.”
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E D IT O R IA L  P A R A G R A P H S . It has done much in its happy way within the past few months
W r learn that the movement for regular meetings of Chris- in Publishing accounts from whi$h a sensible person would 

tian Spiritualists in New York, though interrupted as far as have no difficulty in arriving at the information it meant to 
to the service on Sunday, is still gaining strength, and elicits conv^y- It» course in this respect has received much corn- 
expressions of sympathy from different parts of the United mendation. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
States. It is not designed to meet the views of those gath
ered in existing societies, but of those who still cling to the 
churches in which they have been educated and yet have seen 
and thought so much of Spiritualism that they long for aid to 
enable them to see the harmony between the teachings of 
Jesus and the Divine purpose in this new method of arrest
ing and elevating the thought of man. It may be that a new 
journal, fully recognizing the harmony l>etween Modern Spir
itualism and real Christianity, may add its influence to pro
mote the cause. However, all Spiritualists should welcome 
and sympathize with any attempt to aid the thousands now in 
the churches, and help them to see the actual Truth, whether 
more or less in harmony with our own views. Certain it is 
that Science is only the human expression of the truth as it 
has been from all eternity in the Being of God, and eventu
ally this must eradicate all the false from Spiritualism and 
Dogmatism. Whatever is “ of man will come to naught,” 
but let us not any search for Divine Truth, lest “  Haply 
we should be found fighting against God.”

Wr. have received a letter from Mme. Blavatsky, from 
which we shall publish extracts next week.

—

It is with pleasure that we inform our readers that S. B. 
Brittan will continue the publication of the Quarterly Journal 
of Spiritual Science in New York City. It enters upon its 
third year in January, with an increased circulation. Finan
cially, Mr. Brittan is not remunerated for his labors ; but it 
is to be hoped that the interest now awakened among scien
tific men will in the future be the means of richly compens
ating him. In the meantime, let all who have $3.00 with 
which they desire to aid the cause of Spiritualism, send it to 
S. B. Brittan, Box 3806, New York City, and in return they 
will have, not only the Quarterly for one year, but the satisfac
tion of having contributed to the support of the best Spirit
ual Journal in the world ; or it they desire further information, 
send for circular as above.

T he year 1874, amongits other historic associations, will be 
noted in future history for the extraordinary multiplication of 
spiritual phenomena which have occurred during its progress. 
At no period since the “  advent of modern Spiritualism,” as it 
is called, through the mediumship of the Fox sisters at 
Rochester, twenty-four years ago, have the spirits manifested 
such remarkable activity. The wonderful “  materialization ” 
of Katie King in England, the marvels associated with Fos
ter, Slade, and others; the series of “  materialisations ” "at 
the Eddy homestead in Vermont; the reappearance of Katie 
King in Philadelphia ; the “  mind-reading ” of Brown, and a 
host of minor wonders, all go to mark this as a period of re
markable activity in this department of biology.

I n speaking of T he Sc ien tist , Appleton's Journal says, 
44 This journal is of a respectable order. The subjects 
treated are such as to command attention. The editorials 
are moderate and earnest, and the whole tone is conservative 
compared with the ordinary efforts of the spiritualistic school. 
In a word, it seems that the public would 1*  justified in ac
cepting the statements of T he S piritu a l  Scien tist  as au
thoritative and reliable.

T he Boston H erald  is more consistent in its dealings 
with Spiritualism than any of the daily secular press in the 
country. Even its criticisms are presented in a thoughtful 
and courteous style which commands the attention and re
spect of Sj iritualists, as well as those who know nothing of 
the phenomena. Apparently it is acquainted with the facts 
that are facts, and also the failings in the Philosophy. In a 
word, it accepts the matter as it is, and true to its purpose as 
an educator of the people, it endeavors to present that which 
is_ reliable, and to distinguish between the true and the false.

N elson H olmes Esq., physical medium for the materiali
zation of Katie King, is not in this city and will not be here 
until January. We write this that our readers in this vicinity 
may avoid an imposter, whom, Bro. W. W. Currier of Haver
hill writes, has been in that city. It is not necessary to give 
his description, for the true Mr. Holmes will not make his 
appearance until above stated.

J. J. M o r s e , the English lecturer, after concluding his en
gagement in this city, is desirous of working through Massa
chusetts into Cleveland, Ohio, and he is at liberty during 
February for that purpose. March, he speaks in Cleveland ; 
April, he goes to Chicago; May, he is in New Haven ; June 
is still open, and this is the last month of his stay. His 
present address is care of Levi Weaver, Esq., 220 W. Balti
more Street, Baltimore, Md.

W e may expect an interesting lecture if Miss Lizzie Doten 
is controlled to speak on the “  Laws of Mediumship and 
Spirit Control.”  The intelligence who promised this, at the 
meeting of the Union last Sunday evening, gave its name as 
Ann Lee ; it is probably the one from whom Shakerism dates 
directly, although she drew her ideas from older sources.

T he Pope classes Prof. Tyndall among “ those spiritual 
pirates whose trade is to despoil the souls of men.”

A N ew York daily quotes as “ an interesting fact,” that 
the Shakers had “  fully developed mediums in their midst be
fore the Fox girls were out of long clothes,”—and this is a 
paper which thinks itself an authority on spiritual m atters. 
One of these days it will wake up and find that some of the 
associates of the Grecian philosophers were acknowledged 
trance mediums, and this long before Christianity was out of 
Its “  long clothes ”  ; and perhaps they may discover similar 
developments in all periods of the world's history.

To th o se  who are willing to try and  obtain  subscribers 
we would send, on application , a  packet o f handbills to 
aid  them  in their purpose ; and any one send ing  us an o r
d er for ten copies for three o r six m onths, we will send  a 
copy free for that period . An hour’s effort in m any in
stances would result in ten, and even more, nam es being 
given in as subscribers.

^HORT-HAND JioTEg.

“ T o  Turkey we give our shining blades,'’ is the wsy it will
read to-day...........N ota bilities  who visit Boston are in no
little danger of being club-ed to death—at least into dyspep
sia...........T he  new Post Office, which is already a pretty old
building, is shortly to be opened. We shouldn’t like to state
what “ shortly “ signifies, other than sometime........... M a r t  a
goose will be stuffed to-day.......... N ever take an advantage.
it don't belong to you.......... E verybody Reveres the hotel
in Bowdoin Square.......... N ever stand on trifles. They are
an unstable foundation. Architects universally ignore them.
.......... As a rule there is nothing more unfair than the oaan-
agement of fa irs .......... It is said that one of our teachers o f

dancing is excessively fond of pigeon w ing...........Q ueer  how
things sometimes work. One of our theatres is to have a
Bishop next week.......... T hr individual, who oa being invited
to “ take a seat," is now at Deer Island. He took it too far.
...........T he  “ Anchor Line " t o  Europe, despite its name, is
always on the move.......... A h architect in the city has issued
proposals to build a bridge of sigh s.......... Columsus came to
Plymouth years ago and now Columbus Avenue wants to
come to Park Street church.......... T he hardest of sB runs is
to run a risk. Try it on and see.
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fH O uq H T  S u b j e c t ? .

T H E  C O N D IT IO N S A N D  B E G IN N IN G  OF L IF E .

The origin o f plants and animals is much simpler than has 
been supposed. The granite of our system, until worn 

away into softer layers, admitted of no vegetable life. As 
soon as air, wind, and rain washed down enough of the moun
tain's substance to float in turbid solution and to form layers 
under the water, the water itself, combined with heat and 
light, completed the conditions necessary to existence. Given 
grains of any part of the earth's crust, heat, light, and water, 
—vegetable and animal life follow as a necessary consequence.

It is by no means necessary to fix the precise period when 
the first humble forms of plants and animals began to exist, 
Possibly they were so frail that all trace has long ago perished. 
What, for instance, could remain of various delicate species 
of seaweed we now see, or of jelly fish, if they existed only a 
thousand years ago? What then can we expect of the perhaps 
humbler and frailer types of being, which occupied those 
parts of earth or water which soonest supplied the conditions 
necessary to life ? All we know is, that fragments, apparently 
organic, and resembling the cases of minute or microscopic 
water animals, have Iven detected in the primary rocks, and 
that the first undoubted objects of a fossil kind are the solid 
parts of the polypiaria, crinoidea, Crustacea, and chonchifera 
found in the mica slate and grauwacke slate system, that is, in 
the second-oldest rocks or strata of the earth’s crust. The 
existence, too, of the early fossils proves that lime had been 
previously secreted by plants from the atmosphere, and had 
been eaten by the animals whose shells or exuviae we have 
alluded to.

No doubt the atmosphere surrounding‘ the early earth was 
too highly charged with carbonic acid gas for lantl animals to 
exist in. But plants could exist, and therefore luxuriant land 
vegetation gradually arose to absorb this gas, and lav it down 
in co a l; and at the same time the corals and other insects of 
the Zoophyte and other such early types were absorbing vast 
quantities which had mingled in the s e a ; until at length the 
conditions of land-life were also complete, and plant-lite was 
quickly followed by proper animal-life also. Perhaps we, for 
hie to short to make the necessary investigations, shall never 
know precisely whether the land had any independent sources 
of developm ent or origin of animated beings, as the water j 
had. It, however, is most probable that the same law pre
vailed in both land and water. A careful inspection of Land's 
End granite (we were previously conversant with North 
British granite only), induces us to believe that lichens and 
mosses are now developing themselves wherever a surface of 
granite is abraded or disintegrated, and not regularly washed 
by the tides of the sea. In fact we believe that the old pro
gression of certain vegetable tribes may be seen at this mo
ment going on upon any piece of moss or lichen-covered 
granite.The subatances and conditions necessary to form a plant 
or an animal have only to be brought together, and whether 
on land or in water, the result is a plant or an animal. But j 
as the first conditions were completed in water, life com
menced in the water. Absurdly needless mysteries are 
affected on these subjects, but here, as in other great things, truth is as simple as it is sublime. We can all of us bring | plants and animals into existence by supplying the conditions 
necessary to their life, but it is the fashion to say we cannot, and therefore most people believe they cannot. But thev do 
i t ;  they create both plants and animals nearly every day in their lives.—A pproxim ation to Truth.

THE W O RD  M N A T U R E  ”  IN  N E E D  O F M O RE 
C O N S IS T E N T  U SA G E .

Nature ; and it must be expected as a part of the conse
quences of a previous theological education. To aid progress 
and shorten the era of the transition stage, the doctor is al
lowed his full say, although they lack somewhat of the mod
esty of science. He says, 44 I find this imaginary being 
(' Nature ’) introduced on all occasions, and invested with 
attributes of personality, which may be extremely apt to 
make a false impression on young and thoughtless minds. At 
one time 1 the life of Nature ’ is spoken o f; then we are in
formed that ‘ Nature has succeeded, she has created the in
termediate link between the vegetable world and the animal.’ 
Again, it is said that 4 Nature seems to fall back, and to re- 
cxert herself on the lower ground, which she ha 1 before 
occupied;* and elsewhere we are told that ‘ Nature never 
loses what she has once learned ; though in the acquirement 
of each new power she intermits or performs less energet
ically the act immediately preceding. She often drops a fac
ulty, but never tails to pick it up again. She may seem 
forgetful and absent, but it is only to recollect herself with 
additional as well r* recruited vigor in some after and higher 
state.' Now the word 4 Nature,’ in anv intelligible sense, 
means nothing but the method and order by which the Al
mighty regulates the common course of things. 4 Nature is 
not a person ; it is not active ; it neither creates nor |>erforms 
actions more or less energetically ; nor learns nor forgets ; 
nor re-exerts itself, nor recruits its vigor. Perhaps it will be 
said that all this is merely figurative language. Figurative 
language is very much misplaced in strictly philosophical in
vestigations ; and these particular figures, which might be 
quite consistent with the atheistical philosophy of Lucretius, 
sound ill in the mouth of a pious Christian, which Mr. Cole
ridge undoubtedly was. He probably adopted them uncon
sciously from Bacon ; but Bacon's use of the word 4 Nature ’ 
ought rather to have served as a warning than an example ; 
for he has contributed, in no small degree, to the atheistical 
philosophy of recent times.” (Preface to the Theory of Life.)

The closing reflections about the “ atheistical philosophy’* 
is in perfect keeping, bftth of word and spirit, with much that 
has appeared in condemnation or correction of the late ad
dresses of Profs. Tyndall and Huxley.

pHENOJdEN/L

B R IG H T  S K IE S  BEYO N D . 
rPHE storm-clouds are flying, the sky is in gloom ;
X The frost-wind is calling the leaves to their tomb.

Ye leaves ! take your farewell, and fall to the ground.
The flowers of summer their heads have bowed low.
Their shroud and their winding-sheet—earth and the snow; 
The tones of the zephyr, that the spring-time heard,
Are turned to loud wailings ; no longer the bird,
That chanted so sweetly upon the green bough.
Delights the wrapt listener : its notes are hushed now.
The hearth-stone forsaken, and vacant the chair.
And lonely the dwelling : death, too, has been there ;
Like the flowers of summer, they have gone to their tomb. 
Yet this is their waking,—immortal they bloom.
Immortal, immortal, unfaf)'ng their joy,
No chill, wintry tempest their bloom can destroy.
Around you, above you, their voices you hear,
They whisper, they whisper, you know they are ne ir ;
They sing the glad tidings, they beckon you on.
While glory undying is heard in their song.

T O LD  IN A D R E A M .

Dr. W atson, editor of S. T . Coleridge's “  Theory of Life,” 
makes special mention of the ambiguous manner the 

poet sad others used the term “  Nature,” and argues for 
more eniformity and consistency in the employment of term
inology. The doctor is a “  Christian,”  and at such, may be 
charged with theological bias in urging his preference ; but 
partytem aside, there it good sense and the best kind of logic 
la support of having fixed meaning to words. Science in the 
accepted seas* knows nothing o f theology, and those savant 
are moat consistent who say nothing of the mysteries of 
-  Providence ”  and "  Creation ” at such; since in doing so 
they leave the known for the unknown, and take up with 
aaecalauoa, when they should bold fast to the certainties of 
knowledge.

la  a transition state, however, when the majority of the 
people belong more to theology than science, there will be 
Back -inVigil--------- and some double dealing in the name of

' 'T he Cincinnati Gazette says, in speaking of dreams that 
1  have come true, “ In 1817 William Corder, a well-to-do 

young farmer of Polstead, in the County ot Suffolk, England, 
became intimate with a pretty girl named Maria Marten, 
much beneath him in social position. Her life had not been 
virtuous, and their relations were not of a contrary character. 
A  child was born which died quite suddenly, and it was 
suspected, though never proved, that its father had murdered 
i t  However this may have been, Corder afterward announced 
to the parents of the girl that he was going to marry her. 
Through fear of displeasing his father, he said the ceremony 
must be private. He then instructed Maria to go to a red 
barn on his estate where he would provide her with a suit of 
men’s clothes. These she was to wear so as not to be recog
nized on the way to the distant church where the ceremony 
was to take place. She was, however, to carry in a bundle 
her own clothing to be worn in the church. She agreed to
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this strange proposition, and was never seen alive by her 
family after leaving the house. Corder also disappeared, but 
letters were received from him by the Martens, dated on the 
Isle of Wight, though post marked London. In these he 
stid he was living with Maria, and would return whenever it 
was safe to do so. The wife's parents finally grew suspicious 
and anxious, but seem to have instituted no inquiries up to 
the spring of 1828. In that season Mrs. Marten dreamed 
three times that her daughter was murdered and had been 
buried in the red barn. This produced such an effect upon 
her that she begged her husband to go to the barn and dig in 
the place where the corpse lay, according to her vision. He 
did so, and after tearing up a little earth, found a fragment of 
his daughter’s dress. On the removal of a few more inches | 
o f soil he discovered her corpse, which, though much decayed, 
bore abundant traces of a aeath by violence. Officers wipe 
immediately put on the track o f Corder, and he was discov- | 
cred living in London with a wife whom he had wooed through 1 
the instrumentality of an advertisement. He was taken 
home, tried, and convicted. He attempted to show that he 
had quarrelled with Maria, and that in a fit of desperation she 
had shot herself with one of his pistols. Fearing that he 
could not clear himself of suspicion, he had run away, before 
bis execution he retracted this plea and alleged that he had ! 
shot her in a quarrel. Circumstances were not wanting, how
ever, to make it probable that the story was only half the 
truth, and that the murder was premeditated. All the facts 
which we have thus briefly related were detailed at length at 
the trial, and are as well established as any events in criminal 
history can be.”

A S P IR IT  WHO D ID  NOT KNOW  H E W AS D EAD .
E d ito r Common S tn st: Perhaps some of iho readers of 

your sterling journal may be interested in the following story, 
which was related by a reliable lady of San Jose. Just after ; 
she had “ outgrown'’ Methodism, and come into the light of 
Spiritualism, like all other young converts she felt a special 
desire to try and induce others to embrace the new doctrines, 
and for this purpose she was constantly arguing with those 
who entertained different views. Among the number was a 
“ soul sleeper,” by name Charles Clement, with whom she 
spent much time in argument, without making any inroad in 
his particular way of thinking ; and one day, in a spiritual 
debate, they both became angry, and abruptly terminated 
their discussion. They never saw each other again, the man 
dying within three months from that time.

Shortly after his death this lady attended a private circle, 
and the spirit of Charles Clement, through the medium (who 
was a stranger to her), wrote out the remainder of his argu
ment, resuming it just at the point where they left off. The 
lady was much astonished, and said to him, “  I f  you still re
tain your belief, and find it true, that souls are unconscious 
after death, how came you here ? ”  He said, “  You talk very 
strangely ; I came here to try to prove to you my doctrine of 
soul-sleeping. What is the matter with you all ? I can’t get 
Laura (his wife) to speak to me, and I think she has become 
deaf, for I speak very loud to her and she pays no attention 
to me.” The lady then said, “  Charles, don’t you know that 
you are dead ? ”  He auickly replied, “  Do you think I am a 
fool ? Ia m  not dead, but standing here, face to face with you,
talking to you, and yet everybody seems to treat me indiffer
ently/*

here are several points to be elucidated, if this stc
ently.

There are several points to be elucidated, it this story is 
true, and the lady says she can bring witnesses to testify to
it. This conversation took.place in writing, while the spirit 
thought it was talking, and only the medium heard him. 
Then, if he was dead and did not know it himself, why did he
not recognize others in the spirit world, and through them 
learn of his condition. He must have been a soul-sleeping 
somnambulist, to be unconscious in the other world, and 
stalking around in this for recognition. Is this an isolated 
case; or are there others like it in the annals of Spiritualism?4

San Jo sty A ov. 2, 1874. S. J .
There are many others like i t ; but this condition usually 

lasts but a short time. Though the communication was in 
writing, it is not averred that the spirit moved the hand of 
the medium. The writing was by impression on the mind of 
the medium. As to the change of views in the other world, 
the process is quite as gradual as in this. The Baptist re
mains 9 Baptist, and the Methodist a Methodist, until by 
slow process they ascertain the truth. It is quite natural that 
a spirit should endeavor to carry on an argument as of old, 
even on such a subject as his own existence as a spirit, he 
not yet realizing that he was a spirit. As to the query why 
he is not at once aware of the pretence of other spirits, and 
is not informed by them of his changed condition, it is proba
ble that he may see spirits and think they are still “  in the 
flesh." We leave this question, however, to some of our 
correspond nits —Common Stnst.

M E N T A L  PH EN O M EN A  IN  LO W ER A N IM A LS. 
rpHOSE who read of Ampere, the celebrated French savant, 
1 merely as a physicist, says the Chemical News, greatly 

misconceive him. He was also a chemist, a mathematician, a
philologian, a botanist, a zoologist, a psychologist, and a 
poet. We find him busied with a universal language, the 
grammar and dictionary of which he almost completed. His 
memoir on probabilities has attained universal celebrity, even
though it may have failed to effect its mortal object, L to 
convince gamblers of the utter impossibility of ultimate suc
cess. He was a profound student of the mental phenomena 
of the lower animals. We cannot refrain from qooting the 
anecdote which first opened his eyes to the fallacy of the vul
gar notions concerning the intellectual and moral life of 
brutes : “  Being overtaken one night, not far from Montpel
lier, by a violent storm, 1 took refuge in an inn, in the first 
village I found on my road. The death of a lean chicken 
was the immediate result of this unexpected visit. The cook, 
placing the almost fleshless fowl upon the spit, immediately 
tried to seize a terrier who was to turn i t  The terrier abso
lutely refused to perform the duty assigned him ; he would 
yiela neither to blows, threats, nor caresses. So much firm
ness, attracting my attention, I inquired if the poor beast was 
making his first trial ? 1 was tola that the dog had decided
in his head that he and his comrade must divide the labors of 
roasting regularly between them. He was the last to turn the 
spit, and he now concludes that it is not his turn to work. 
The words it is not his turn now, seemed to me to include a 
world of meaning. At my request the stable boy was sent 
into the street to fetch the second dog. This one showed 
the most exemplary docility ; the rotatory drum received him, 
and he would soon have finished the task, if, wishing to com
plete the experiment, 1 had not caused him to be removed in 
order to give the refractory dog a new trial. The refractory 
dog, whose turn had now come, obeyed the first signal of the 
cook, entered without resistance, and went to work like a 
squirrel in its cage.” A thinker like Ampere, who at ooce 
abandoned theories if he found them incapable of being 
harmonized with facts, saw at once the full meaning of this 
incident. His brilliant discovery of the mutual attraction of 
two wires traversed by similar electric currents is so well 
known that any explanation of its importance would be out 
of place.

“ T H E  S T R A N G E  T H IN G  C A LLE D  S P IR IT U A L IS M .” 
\ g e n t l e m a n  of our acquaintance, who had spent many 

C \  years and about five thousand dollars in investigating the 
phenomena of so-called Spiritualism, told us he was satisfied 
that they were the work of spirits, but that the communica
tions were not to be relied upon. Indeed, this is substantially 
the verdict of the great majority of believers in the unev 
philosophy.”  While this demonstrated and confessed unre
liability confirms the skeptical in their skepticism, and often 
unsettles the faith of the faithful, the firm believer attributes it 
to defective mediumship or ignorance of the occult laws gov
erning the matter of spiritual intercourse, which he believes 
will )et be so well understood and so perfectly applied as to 
make communion with the invisible spheres as certain and 
reliable as electric telegraphy. People who go to mediums to 
investigate the matter are more often confronted by arrant 
humbuggery and falsehood than an>thing else, and yet they
are often startled by the most convincing tests of clairvoyant 
or spiritual insight into their affairs. Even some mediums 
who seem to possess this inexplicable power often supple
ment their true revelations by glaring errors of statement 
and prediction, and are sometimes detected in fraudulent pre
tences. What is perhaps still stranger, some mediums, who 
seem to have demonstrated their clairvoyant power beyood 
doubt, have been known to make confession of conscious de
ception. A few days ago, the writer of this sat for haff an 
hour with a medium who, he firmly believes, was acting out a 
lie during that space of time ; yet there are scores of people 
who will solemnly aver that she has given them repeated and 
incontrovertible evidence of communion with their spirit 
friends and there are even sober men of business who go to 
her for advice and guidance in their affairs. Another Indy, 
and a very celebrated medium, is said to have been giving 
tests of this kind for twenty years; and while she, or her *  in
fluences" assume 10 answer all sorts of difficult questions in 
physics or metaphysics, they once gravely attempted, m an
swer to a question upon the point, propounded by 1
to explain why the needle of the mariner’s compass 
to the south pole when it was on the south side of the equa
tor Next alter the matter of poetry, the average medium ta 
strong in the diagnosis of disease and remedies for its cum. 
There is no bodily aliment too obscure or complicated for ber 
powers o f penetration. For instance, one noted medium told
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the writer of this that he had a trouble in the “ bron-i-cal 
tubes of his throat,”  canker in his stomach, incipient dyspep
sia, too much bile and thinness of blood, besides not btinjr 
rtnr well himself. And yet the victim of this complication of | 
maladies goes to his daily grub with much regularity and with j 
an appetite worthy of a school-boy.

But at the bottom of all this charlantry and ignorance there 
must be a residuum of truth ; in all this dross some grains of 
gold Indeed, an amount and variety of testimony upon any 
mundane subject equal to that adduced in proof of spirit in
tercourse, would, we think, be accepted as conclusive evidence 
in any court of justice, while it must be confessed that people 
o f equal intelligence and fairness widely differ in their solu
tions of the phenomena. That they have at last engaged the 
earnest attention of some of the foremost scientific minds of 
the age is a fact pregnant with promise of discoveries in the 
great domain of nature, more grand and absorbing than any
thing which has gone before.—Boston H erald.

T H E  S P IR IT U A L IS T IC  S L A T E .
P O tn t  D I F F E R E N T  L A N G U A G E S  W R IT T E N  A T  O N E  T IM E .

A correspondent of the Hartford Times, writing from j 
New York, tells of two visitors to Dr. Slade who re- j 

ceived extraordinary manifestations. They are Greek gentle- ! 
men—business men who have cotton agencies at Bombay, 
New Orleans, and New York. They were strangers to him 
and remained to. The name of one is Fachir. After de
scribing the well-known process of the folded slate writing, 
he refers again to the Greeks, and we give the remainder in 
the language o f the correspondent

“ These two strangers received, written in the double slate, 
communication at one time (their first visit) in fo u r different 
languages. One was Greek—and in poetry ; one was in 
French ; one was in German ; and one was in English. • The 
Greek,’ said one of these gentlemen, ‘ is not only good Greek, 
but it never could have been written by any but a thorough 
and accomplished G reet scholar. It is signed by a friend who 
was such a scholar.’ (The medium, Slade, doesn’t know a 
word of Greek from one of Choctaw.) These two Greek 
merchants also assured me that each message in the other < 
language was signed by the name of some friend they recog
nized—one a Frenchman whom they had known, one a Ger- | 
man whom they knew when he was in the body, and the one 
in English they also recognized as a genuine communication, 
though from one they had never known—for it was from 
Slade's departed wife ; and here it is :

“ D ear F rien d ,— You see in the spirit world are pre
served the form s of all ideas which ever have been, or can 
be. In the Divine Mind are the types of all ideas—of all 
forms—and Matter is but the mould for the ontward impres
sion of those ideas.

“  You must think of this until you come again.
“ I am A. W . S la d e .

“  Whatever that may mean, one thing is clear : an expla
nation is wanted of the manner in which that writing was 
done ? How was it done in that closed slate ? And how are 
we to explain the correct character of the communications ? ”

JIO T E ?  AND J^O TICES.

A  P L E A S A N T  C E L E B R A T IO N .
Is  response to invitation, a number of gentlemen and ladies 

assembled in the spacious parlors, 4 Concord Square, to cele
brate the ninth anniversary of the public mediumship of Mrs. 
Mary M. Hardy. The guests were received and welcomed 
by Mr. John Hardy, and after a pleasant hour had been passed 
by the interchange of friendly greetings between those assem
bled, Mr. John Wetherbee called the company to order, and 
in his irrepressible manner spoke of the occasion, and after
wards introduced the speakers of the evening. Among those 
present, and making short addresses, were Allen Putnam, W.
F . Jamieson, Anthony Higgins, Prof. Whipple, Stephen Pearl 
Andrews, M. A. Lincoln of the True Flag, Moses Dow of the 
Waveriy Magazine, H. F. Greenleaf, Leroy Sunderland, Mrs. 
Hattie Wilson. The remarks were congratulatory in their Da- 
tare, and responded toby M rs. Hardy who thanked them for their 
sentiments of esteem. A collation was served, after which 
the gathering became informal. The affair was a s e if -  happy 
snrress, and the occasion a memorable one for the partici
pants

SCIENTIST.
J ohn A. Andrew  H all, corner of Essex and Chauncey 

Streets, Mrs. S. A. Floyd lecture*, under spirit control, and 
answers any questions on the ' spiritual philosophy. Sealed 
letters also answered afternoon and evening.

Books R eceived. Narratives of the Spirits of Sir Henry 
Morgan and his Daughter Annie, usually known as John and 
Katie King, by Dr. Henry T . Child. The title of this pamph
let fully indicates its nature ; it is written in the usual pleas
ant and entertaining style for which Dr. Child is popular as a 
writer. Hering, Pope & Co., publishers, Philadelphia, Penn. 
Religio Philosophical Publishing House, Chicago, selling 
agents.

Children ’s P rogressive Lyceum , No. i, Rochester Hall, 
No. 554 Washington Street.—Wm. A. Williams, correspond
ing secretary, writes that at the Lyceum, Sunday morning, the 
following officers and members were engaged in the literary 
exercises: Readings, Miss Florence Hull, Mr. Horace A. 
Johnson, Miss Frank Wheeler, Mrs. Jackson; song. Miss 
Cora Stone ; piar* solo. Miss Carlotta Williamson, only five 
years old ; declamations. Miss Lizzie Thompson, Ellmer Smith, 
\label Edson, Rudolph Bertlesen, Frank Baker, Etta Parr, 
Emma Parr.

Boston S piritualists’ U nion.—On Sunday evening Dr. 
Storer and Miss Lizzie Doten addressed the meeting. Dr. 
Storer spoke on the methods of Spirit Control, illustrating 
the different conditions of the mind that were favorable to the 
best results. Miss Lizzie Doten spoke in her usually inter
esting style, illustrating the passive state, and treating the 
methods adopted in past ages to attain this condition. As 
she closed speaking in her normal state she was controlled, 
and an intelligence said, 44 Friends, I won’t detain you but a 
moment. 1 am Ann Lee ; 1 have been very auxious to ad
dress some audience on the face of the earth and have been 
waiting here for two evenings past to get an opportunity. I 
see there is not time at present, but on some evening, yet to 
come, I believe it vMI be acceptable for me to speak on the 
laws of mediumship, and the laws of spirit control. They 
called me a shaking quaker. I did not then know I was act
ing under the force of a law in the universe. I want to tell 
you all about it, and perhaps then you will all be shaking 
quakers.’’

J ohn F iskf.’s 44 Cosmic Philosophy ”  has been published 
by J. R. Osgood & Co., but was received too late for notice 
this week. It is in two handsome volumes, and it makes one 
feel very wise and very learned to look at them. It is really 
comfortable to have such works about They make one 
fancy that if he don’t know exactly everything, he has only to 
open these inviting lids and all mysteries will be resolved. It 
is really a question whether one does not enjoy the knowledge 
he has not got more than that he has acquired ; the former is 
a hope, a possibility, an invitation ; and when he looks at two 
rich, tempting volumes like these, on a really great if not the 

reatest theme, he cannot help congratulating himself that he 
as them to read,—something as the hungry man felicitates 

himself at the sight of a good dinner. He does not even so 
much as remember breakfast then.—Golden A ge.

T he Spiritu al  Scientist  is devoted to the advance
ment o f Spiritualism in its purest and highest sense, and 
nothing contaminating in its influence will find place in 
its columns. It has correspondents in England, France, 
and various localities in the Uhited Stares, enabling the 
publishers to furnish fresh, interesting, and instructive 
news o f the progress o f the movement in all parts o f the 
world.

It presents each week a comprehensive review of the 
progress o f Spiritualism in its practical, scientific philo
sophical, and religious aspects. Its contents are suffi
cient in variety to suit all class o f minds attracted to 
Spiritualism, and it endeavors to supply all that can inter
est an investigator in that deeply important subject,—  
M an’s I m m ortal E x ist en c e .

T h e  Sc ie n t is t  will be a medium of instruction to 
Investigators. Questions and objections will be freely 
answered. It invites the cooperation of lovers o f Spir
itual progress, aud solicits their patronane and support

We again solicit your prompt subscription as an evi
dence o f your appreciation o f the paper : we will mail it 
for one year at Tw o D ollars and Fitly Cents. T o  those 
who desire to receive it as Trial subscribers we will send 
it Three Months for Sixty Cents. We are sending some 
free papers to those who are unable to pay for it and any 
favors which may be conferred upon us will be warmly 
appreciated. Address. Scientist Publishing Company, 9 
Hromfield Street, Boston, Mass.
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E V ID E N C E  T H A T  8 P I R I T U A L I S M  D B - 
•  S E R V E S  I N V E S T I G A T IO N

SpiBiTUALtM l d n e r v n  in *cM if[aiion , because within 
the last tw enty y e a rs  it ha» found it* w ay into a ll the 
c iv ilise d  coun tries on the g lo be ; it h a s a lv o a  literature  
o f  thousand* o f vo lu m es and not a  few  period icals.

The London Dialectical Society, Adam Street, Adcl-

Vhi, under the presidency of Sir John Lubbuck, Hart., 
I I’ , appointed a Committee to investigate spiritual 
phenomena. The Committee was appointed on the 

iM h of Jan u ary , i86q, a* follow*: —
“ A. G . Atkinson, ta q ., F .G .S . ; G W heatley Ben- 

nett. Esq ; J .  S. Bergheim. Esq , C  E . ; H. K . Ku« 
Bourne, E%q. ; Charles Hradlaugh, K*q. ; G . i enton 
i  ameron. Esq . M I) ; John Chapman. Esq.. M l). ; 
Kev. C. Maurice Davies, D .D . ; Charles R . Drysdale, 
E *q  . M D ; D  H. D yte. L*q . M R .C .S . : Mrs I* 
H .D y t e ;  Jam es Edmunds, E s q ,  M .D. ; Mrs. E d 
munds ; Ja m e s Gannon, Esq. ; Grattan G eary, Esq ; 
Robert H innah, E sq ., E G S. ; Jenner Gale H illirr, 
Esq. : Mrs. J .  G. Hillicr ; Henry Jeffrey, Esq , A l
bert K isch, Esq., M .R .C .S . : Joseph M aurice. Esq ; 
Isaac L. Meyers. Esq . B. M. Moss, E*q ; Robert 
Ouelch, Esq , C .E . ; Thomas Reed, Esq. ; C . Russell 
Roberts, Esq , Ph.D . ■ William Volckman, Esq. , Hor
ace S. Yeomans, Esq. 1

Professor Huxley and Mr. George Henry I .ewes 
to be invited to co-operate. Ihrv Chapman and l>rvs- 
dalc and Mr Eox Bourne declined to sit, and the fol
lowing names were subsequently added to the Com
mittee

”  George C ary , Esq , R .A . ; Edward W. Cox. F.sq., 
Sergeant-at-law • William B. Gower, Esq. ; H. D. 
Jrn cken , Esq , Barrister-at-law ; J .  H . L evy, E s q .; 
\V H .Sw epston, h sq , Solicitor; Alfred R . W allace, 
E.sq., F .R  G .S . ; Josiah  Webber, K sq ."

After inquiring into the subject for two years, the 
Committee issued its report, which, with the evidence, 
forms a bulky volume. Among other things this Com
mittee reported :—

** i.  T hat sounds o f a very varied character, appar
ently proceeding from articles o f furniture, the floor 
and walls o f the room—the vibrations accompanying 
w hich sounds are often distinctly perceptible to the 
touch—occur, without being produced by muscular ac
tion or mechanical contrivance.

" * .  T hat movements of heavy bodies take place 
without mechanical contrivance of any kind, or ade
quate exertion of muscular force by those present, and 
frequently without contact or connection w uh any 
person.

** j .  I hat these sounds and movements often occur 
at the time and in the manner asked for by the persons 
present ; and. by means of a simple code o f signals, 
answer questions and spell out coherent communica
tions."

One o f the sub-committees o f the Dialectical Society 
reported : —

Your committee studiously avoided the employ
ment of professional or paid mediums. A ll were mem
bers o f the committee, persons of social position, of 
unimpeachable integrity, with no pecuniary obievt, 
having nothing to gain by deception, and everything 
to lose by detection of imposture."

MEETINGS AND SEANCES IN 
BOSTON BUSING THE WEEE.

J omm A. A mdrrw H a l l .—Frta Mertimgt. Smm l*r  - 
Lecture by Mrs. S ; A. E loyd.at a 3-4 and 7 i- t  f  .NI 
T h e audience privileged to ask any proper question* 
on spirituality. Excellent quartette singing. Public 
invited.

CniLnaRN's P rogrb-vsive L yc eu m , N o. 1, holds its 
session at 314 Washington Street, every Sunday at 
10 i-a  o'clock. W m. A . W il lia m s , Sec'y .

B o s tom S  p ie  1 tv  a list s '  U n ion , at 554 Washington 
Street, on Sunday afternoon and evening, at a t-e 
and 7 t-a o’clock. The public aue cordially invited.— 
H. S. W i l l i a m s , President

M ed ium s ' M s r t ik g  at T em fiU ri H all, a8o W ash
ington Street, at to i-e  A . M , each Sunday. All 
mediums cordially invited.

T he L a d ie s ' A id  So c iety  will until further notice 
hold its meetings at Rochester H all, 534 Washington 
Street, on Tuesday afternoon and evening of each 
week.—M r s . C . C. H a y w a r d , President , Mu*. 
E l l a  M e a d s , Secretary.

B bstm ovrn  H a l l ,  rear o f 413 Washington Street, 
near corner of Boyl*ton Street. T he M usk Hall

•QrQANS AND -PlAp03.

GEO. WOODS & CO.’S
O R G A N S .
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1  he*e remarkable instrument* have created much 
interest in America and Europe by reason of then

Ite a u t tfu l M im ic a l E ffe c t* ,

Elegant Desips & Elaborate Finish.
Their P IA N O  Stop i* a piano o f beautiful tone 
whi«h will never require tuning. All interested in 

music should khow o f thi* important invention. 
Address

C E O .  W O O D S  &  C O . ,
CAM BRIDGEPORT, MASS., 

Wareroomt
M A M  A d a m * S t .. C h ic a g o . 
i t  L i 'Dc a t b  H i l l .  L o n d o n . E n g .

HENEY F. MILLEE,

Pianoforte Manufacturer,
B O S T O N .

Society o f Spiritualists will commence meetings 
Sunday October 1 1 .  at qua 
tinue through the season.

1, at quarter to 3 o'clock, and coa-

C o uw cil  No. I .—New Fraternity H all, cor. o f  Berke- 
ly ami Appleton Streets. Lectures afternoon and

W M .  C .  H I L L ,

PIANOS.
A lso , agent for the celebrated

E S T E Y  O R G A N .
22 ELIO T ST R EET .

He Su re and E x a m in e  the

FISHER PIANOS.
T h ey are

T H E  M O S T  D E S I R A B L E
o f any

P I A N O  .
Ever offered for the Price Second hand, all

Pricea from  $~>0 to $XOO.

Pianos to Rent,
L A D D  & CO S

^D VEH TIgEM EN T?.

A llem arkable Work.

The Identity 
of Frimitive Christianity

A N D

Modern Spiritualism.
B Y  E U G E N E  C R O W E L L . M D.

One large Octavo Volume, handsomely printed and 
bound in cloth. Price, * 9 . 7# .

D e m e a n  on.—T o all liberal minds in the Cknatiaa 
hur hes who are di*pu«ed to welcome new light upun 

the spirituality o f the Bible, even though it may pro- 
eed from an unorthodox source, and who dare weigh 

and consider, even though they may reject, the claim 
h .-rein made for the unity o f the higher teachings a! 
Modern Spiritualism wuh those o f early Christianity: 
this work is respectfully dedicated.

C O N T E N T S .
1.- Spiritual Gifts.

II -  Inspiration and Mediumship.
I I I .  - F a it h
IV . —Gift of Healing.
V .—Working of Miracles.

V I —Ph> steal Manifestation*. 
V I I .— Prophecy.

V I I I .—Discerning of Spirits.
IX . — Appantu >0*.
X  —Divers kinds of Tongues 

X I . - T r y  the Spirits 
X I I  —Conditions must be regarded 

\  I! The use of humMe mea— 
X IV  —Angels wrere ooce mortals.

X V  — Spirits in Pnaon.
X  V I . —Possession and Obsession.

X V II .—Witchcraft and Sonnmr
X V II I .  —Hebrew Prophets and Vlediui

X IX .—Natural and Spiritual B>dy 
X X  -Materialization o f Siurit-f r m .  

X X I .—Table-Kapptags and Duping*. 
X X I L  —Displeasures of the Pnests, "  

Sadducee*.

k So ld  w ho lesa le an d  reta il by

Scientist Publishing Co, 9 Bromfield 
Street, Boeton

R O B E R T  D A L E  O W E N ’S 
T h e  D e lm te ab le  L a n d , B e tw e e n

This World and the N est. . t a . O O .

T h re a d in g  My W ay .—T w e n ty -fiv e
Year* of Autobiography, .  . * 1 .5 0 .

F o o tfa lls  on  th e  B o u n d a ry  o f  a n -
<xKcr * « w........................e i . r u .

G E R A L D  M A SS E Y ’S 
A T a le  o f  E te r n i ty ,  a n d  O th e r

t w , - c a « «  Kdiuo., . e a . n o .  
•G era ld  M assey’s P o e m s .”  

R e. 00.

J U D G E  E D M O N D S* 
L e t te r s  a n d  T r a c ts  o n  S p i r i tu a l
ism . K nirlish  M e m o ria l E d it io n ,

BOOK READERS, ATTENTION! 4  6 0  W a s h i n g t o n  S t .
T h e undersigned,, believing that Rook* should be 

f * « / ,  at well as road, propose* t«> » * e r r  I h r  p r o fi t  a 
• f  t r o d *  with the buyer, and reduce the price He 
i* now ready, and will send to order the la ta a i and 
Brat publications at a  discount of IR t a t f  4« M  RR the 
dollar A ll order* over ten dollars (*10.00) will receive 
a  further red etion o f fix e  fiar cant.

Books, in all styles, on Science, H istory, T ravels, 
Biography, Poetry, Philosophy, Psychology, and Spir
itualism, with work*.<n Ethnology, Anthropology. and 
Natural H istory, can be had at the above reduced 
fete.

** Baaond  H e a d  "  Rooks erill be forerarded a 
a  i/irAt advamca on "  auction prices," the particular 
for which caa be settled by

Opposite Bov Is ton

| f f *  A l l  mannry should he sent hy erfiraat, o 
fnrw inir.l ihro.i^h the aA e<  V ol the P n e f  - M  m alar 
the ardar / a r  the samaiaimg tarnI ta

J. H. W. TOOHEY.
67 Broadway, • • • • Chalata, M an.

BE. J. MACH.
Magnet i c  H e a l e r ,

7 M on tgom ery  P ie ce , Boeton. M m
N R. Satisfaction guaranteed or no pny.

B. C. HAZELTON,
Specialty Photographer,

H O  tt'fish i Hf/tOH S t . , 7>os/« m.

5 k Sent postpaid <m receipt o f price. St 
sale and retail, by the

B cien tiet Publishin g Co, 9 Bromfield 
S t r e e t  Boeton.

SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST
T H E  S P I R I T U A L  S C IE N T IS T , a weekly new*- 

pnper devoted to S p r ite s hem ; giving R eperts at 
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SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST
T u b  S rtB rrv A L  E u H T M T  presents each w eek  i  

i— prehensile  review  o f the pro gress o f Spiritualism, 
■  its practical, scientific, p h ilo so p h ica l, an d  religious 

I  Its con ten ts a re  su fficient in variety to suit 
|  I th at a re  attrac ted  to Spiritualiaan, 

and it endea vors to su p p ly  a ll th a t  can interest an 
investigator into the d eep ly  im portant subject of

M AN*8 IMMORTAL EXISTENCE.
T h e topics treated may he thus classified j—

irirari/w  /avrsfigafUas, tending to increase 
the knowledge of the nature o f the human spirit and 
ins su rroundaaa; also, o f the relation between man in 
the spent world end those on the physical plane of e i-

f MIsispXsal Drdurfien a n d  Domon-
• f m f l e n ,  reports of Lectures, detailed accounts of 
Remarkable Phenomena, Materialization, Levitations, 

* «
K r t l g i s n r  m nd M o rm l T r a c k i n g *  commn- 

by Spirits, Exhortations to act for Eternity 
than for Tlhie. to be guided by principle

H O W  TO F O R M  A  S P IR IT  C IR C L E .
It  ia calculated that one person in every seven 

might become a medium by observing the proper con
ditions. The thousands o f Soin tualuts have, ia most 
cases, arrived at their conclusions by agencies estab
lished by themselves and independently o f each other 
and of the services o f professional mediums. Every 
spiritualist is indeed an "  investigator,"—it may be at 
an advanced stage ; and that all may become so. the 
following conditions are presented as those under which 
the phenomena may at all times be evolved.

Inquirers into Spiritualism should begin by forming 
spirit circles in their own homes, with no Spiritualist 
or professional medium present. Should no results be 
obtained on the first occasion, try again with ocher sit- 
tetv One or more persons possessing medial powers 
without knowing it are to be found in nearly every 
household.

i. Let the room be o f a comfortable temperature, 
but cool rather than warm—let arrangements be made 
that nobody shall enter it. and that there shall he no 
interruption for one hour during the sitting o f the cir
cle. A

a. Let the circle consist o f from ree or five to ten 
individuals, about the same number o f eech sex. Sit 
round aa uncovered wooden table, with all the palms 
of the hands on its top surface. W hether the hands 
touch eech other or not is usually of no importance. 
Any table will do, just large enough to conveniently 
accommodate the sitters. T h e removal o f a  hand from 
the table for e few seconds does no harm ; but when 
one o f the sitters breaks the circle by leaving the table, 
it sometimes, but not alw ays, very considerably delays 

I the *

'/Ad v e r t is e m e n t ?.

The Finest Holiday Book,
L O N G  B E L L O W S  N E W  P O E M

THE HANGING OF THE CBANE.
Superbly illustrated from Desings by Miss Hallock 

and Thonia* Moran. Engraved by A. V. S  Anthony 
and W. J .  Linton. Tastefully bound in cloth, $5.00; 
Morocco antique, $q.uo.

In every respect— in theme, poetic beauty, artistic 
excellence, ana mechanical execution— Ik e H anging
0/ tht Crane, is a volume of rare superiority, and aa 
a Clift-Book for W eddings, Birthdays, Golden W ed
dings or Christmas H olidays, nothing could be more 
appropriate or more beautiful.

j .  Before the sitting begins, place some pointed lend 
fncils and some sheets o f clean writing paper on the

table, to write down any c

____  ____ guided by principle
mcher than expediency : in general, tending to giv» 
higher aspirations for our guidance in life.

R e p a r t a m f P r a g m a from ad parts o f the 
world, by correspondence. exchanges, and reportonal 
forikuca.

H is t o r i c a l  B k e t e k c t ,  illustrating the univer
sality of aspiration from the Spirit World.

E d i t a r ia  l : Opinions ; E xtracts from Periodicals

4. People who do aot like each other should not sit
in the same circle, for such a want of harmooy tends 
to prevent manifestations, except with well-developed 
physical mediums: it m not yet known why. Belief 
or unbelief has no influence on the manifestations, but 
an acrid feeling against them is a weakening influence.

5. Before the manifestations b c fia . i> well u> .■ >- 
gage in general conversation or in singing, and it is 
best that neither should be o f a  frivolous nature. A  
prayerful, earnest feeling among the members of the 
circle gives the higher spirits more power to come to 
the circle, and makes u more difhcult for the lower 
spirits to get near.

6. T he first symptom o f the Invisible power at work 
ia often a feeling like a cool wind sweeping over the 
hands. The first manifestsuons will probably be 
table til tings or rape.

7. When motions o f the table or sounds are pro
duced freely, to avoid confusion, let one person only 
speak, and talk to the table aa to an intelligent be- 
ing. Let ham tell the table that three lilts or raps

j For sale by Booksellers. Sent jxwtpaid, 00
receipt of price, by the Publishers,

J A M E S  B . O S G O O D  & CO., 
B O S T O N .
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on the Positive Philosophy. B y  John Fiske. M A .. 
I L L .B . .  formerly Lecturer on Philosophy at Harvard 

U niversity, author o f “  M yths and M yth-M akers," 
A c . a Vols. Ivo , $6.00.

| T h is important work comprises the lectures deliv- 
; ered by Prof. Fiske wtth so ereat agceptancc at H ar

vard U niversity, Boston, New York and London.
1 These have been thoroughly revised, carefully rear

ranged, and augmented by much new matter. T he 
1 work is at once a perspicuous and popular, though 

very careful exposition of the philosophy o f Herbert 
Spencer ; a trenchant criticism upon the Positive Phi
losophy ; and a profound study of the relation be- 

1 Science and Religion, which

T n fi SctBKTMT will be a medium o f instruct»• 
in Investigators. Questions and objections will be 
freely answered. It invites the co-operauon o f lovers 
e f Spiritual progress, and solicits their patronage and 
support
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“  D oubtful/'

•N o ,"
and ask whether the arrangement is

_  , which the author regards
as natural allies and not foes. Its ability, dearness, 
and candor commend it to all who desire to become 
acquainted with the most significant modern philo
sophical thought.

• a *  For Sale by Booksellers. Sent, postpaid, on 
Yeceipt o f price, by the publishers,
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understood. I f  three tignai* be given in answer. then 
say , "  I f  I speak the letter* o f the alphabet slowly, ,
Will J -  ' --------A ---------------------  .L _  . --------------}

ant,
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dium and all the members of the circle are strongly
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o f the spirit, and shrink 
mental influences of

Bind Your Scientists!
, Emerson's Binder fastens by means o f durarable cords 

sod cleats, or fastenings, in such a manner that one or 
more of the S C I E N T I S T S ,  are held as firmly as in a  

| vice. Directions accompany each Binder.
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** In these little, prettily printed and bound hooks, 
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the story e f  lack H e a rd  in a way 
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you signal every time I come to the letter you 
t. and spell us out a message > "  Should three l 

signals be given, set to work on the plan proposed, 
and from ttus time an intelligent system of communi
cation ia established.

*. Afterwards the question should he put, ** Are 
we sitting in the nght order to get the be-*t manifest.** ( 
lio n s?”  Probably some members o f the circle s i l l  
then be told to change seals with each other, and the , 
signals will be afterwards strengthened. Next ask,
"W h o  is the medium ? "  When spirit* come assert
ing themselves to be related or known to anybody 
present, wcll-chosca questions should bo put to test 
the accuracy o f <he statements, as (pints out o f the 
body have ait the virtues aud all the tailing* of spirit* 
in the body.

9. A  powerful phrsical medium is usually a person 
nf an impulsive, affectionate, and genial nature, and 
very sensitive to mesmeric influences. The majority 
o f modia are ladies.

The best manifestations are obtained when the me- : 
lembert of the circle are strongly ; 
the aflecnoos. and are thoroughly I 

the manifestations are born 1

f t t e S J t l n Z  B O S T O N  n n d  V I C I N I T Y .
strangers present, are usually the best.

I f  the circle It computed of persons with suitable a  E L E G A N T  P G C R F T  M A P S
temperaments, m an.fctatioas will take place read- *  t L t U A N T  P O C K E T  M A P *
i ly :  i f  the contrary be the case, muck perseverance
will be neceeaary. * 0 r  a m i s .

Possibly at the first sitting o f a circle symptoms ol
o th er form s o f  m ediuom hip th an  ults or ra p s m ay  Id by N aw  E n g i a n d  N i s i  C om ra n  v . and atl
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