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B eforetim e in  Israel, when a m an w en t to inqu ire o f  God, 
thus he spake : “ Come, let tis go lo the Seer ; f o r  he tha t
is Tiow called a Prophet, was beforetime called a Seer .”—  
1st S a m u e l ,  9 : 9 .  •

D E U T E R O N O M Y .

One of the apparent mysteries of the ancient Hebrew God­
liness was the godless character of this chosen people towards 
their tutelary God ; but it must be recollected there was in­
volved the conversion of a people from the Egyptian to the 
Hebrew phase of mysteries. How difficult it is to change 
from an old to a new religion, we may see a t this very day. 
W ith  what pertinacity do our old churches lust for Ihe flesh- 
pots and old clothes of ancient Israel, via  Egypt and Ilindos- 
taD. Behold them seeking from the living to the dead, judg­
ing themselves to be the elect of Israel’s God, while the im­
mediate people of this same God would not receive him, but 
looked to the older and more orthodox Gods, in  whose ways 
they had been schooled in Egypt. Hence, Moses, in attem pt­
ing to inaugurate an exclusive way to the God that dwelt be­
tween the cherubim, and was consulted by Urim and Thuinmini, 
end by the spiral Delphian table, found Jordan a hard road to 
travel. The Hebrews were a stiff-necked people, and loved the 
garlics of Egypt better than the manna of the holy land. So 
too the elect of our dead churches love the leeks of old Jew ry 
better than the living bread that cometh down from heaven to­
day.

Moses appears to have been desirous of doing for the best 
■under the circumstances of his time and position. He was 
doubtless a good engineer as a revivalist, and, let us hope, 
made some progress from the status of Egypt. As a medium j 

o f the inner life, he had continually to rebuke his people for j 

their unbelief, so doggedly had they been schooled in the or- [ 
thodox theology of their earlier days. Says Moses, “ You 
slighted the commandment of the Lord your God, and did not 
believe him, neither would you hearken to his voice; but were 
always rebellious, from the day that I  began to know you.” . 
Thus we see that the familiar God or spirit of Moses could not 
govern his own e lec t; and Moses had to lay prostrate before 
him forty days and nights, without eating or drinking, to ap­
pease his w rath ; and Dryden had to' sing—

“  The Jew s, a  headstrong, moody, m urm uring  rn.ee,
As ever tried the ex ten t and stretch of grace;
God’s pam pered people, ■whom, debauched w ith ease,
No king could govern, n o r no God could please;
Gods they  hud tried , of every shape and size 
T hat Godsmiths could produce, o r priest3 devise.”

—yet it was much in vain that Moses assured them “ the Lord 
your God is the God of Gods and the Lord of Lords— a great 
God, and mighty and terrible ; and to him thou shalt adhere 
and swear by his name.”

In  rehearsing what his “ mighty and terrible God” had 
done, and what he would continue to do,

“  W here Sanhedrim  and priest enslaved the  nation 
And justified their spoils by in sp ira tion ,”

Moses threatened any departure from the Lord to serve strange 
Gods, with the anger of the Lord, who would “ shut up hcav- 

. en that the rain come not down, nor the earth yield her fruit.” 
This is not quite up to that scripture that, would send the rain 
upon the unjust as upon the ju s t; but if  the Jew s would serve 
only the Lord, then, “ I f  thou desirest to eat, and the eating•  -s> '  O

of flesh delight thee, kill and eat^iccording to the blessing of 
the Lord thy God, whether it  be clean or unclean ; only thou 
must not eat the soul with the flesh.”

Moses now gives instructions as to what dreams shall be or­
thodox, and what not. Such prophet or dreamer of dreams 
as should dream contrary to the Hebrew church, were to be 
slain. Whoever should propose to worship in another church,
“ consent not to him ; hear him no t; neither let thy eye spare 
him to pity and conceal him, but thou shalt presently put him 
to death. Let thy hand be first upon him, and afterwards the 
hands of all the people. W ith stones shall he be stoned to 
death, that the Lord may turn from the wrath of his fury.”

F or this severe orthodoxy of the Jew s in stoning heretics to 
death, they were to be rewarded with “ whatever thy soul lust- 
eth after, for oxen or for sheep, or for wine, or for strong 
drink, or for whatsoever thy soul desireth ; and thou shalt eat 
there before the Lord thy God.”

This kingdom of heaven of Moses must be pronounced 
“  earthly, sensual, devilish.” There is not even a gleam of 
spirituality to redeem any of its grosser features ; now do we 
see how such examples can be fitting and proper for our Sunday 
schools in the 19th century of Jesus. The stoning of people 
then, or the hanging of them now, is not to be rid of them ; 
but their revengeful spirits are about the earth seeking fit me­
dia to avenge themselves upon society in the flesh. O f this 
Moses seems to have had no knowledge— nor did his Lord in­
form him of tho trans-mundane existence of the soul or human

l spirit in character the same as it would leave the earth, and as 
capable then of influencing human organization, as before the 
change from one to the other mode of being, and making our 
perpetual Satans, not understood, of our old theologies. We 
protest that, the yoke of Moses in the name of the Lord is 
not fitted for our neck of to-day. We protest against his sla­
veries, his merciless wars, and his kingdom of heaven made up 
of monej', strong drink, and “ whatsoever the soul lusteth 
after.” We protest against our dead churches who claim their 
authority of augury in these ancient landmarks, and shape 
their course most damnably to the fashionable idolatries of 
this lower world—

“  And never break the Sabbath, but for ga in .”

The destruction of churches and people in the neighborhood 
of Jewry, was because— ...

“  Their busy teachers mingled ■with the Jews,
And raked for converts even the court and stews;
■Which Hebrew priests the more unkindly  took 
Because the  fleece accompanies the flock .”

I t  was a contest of rival sects and churches of the olden 
time, from which only the Jewish account has reached us, and 
our churches still espouse and perpetuate the Jewish quarrel 
in their fillibusterism against their peaceful neighbors, who,

“  Im poverished and deprived of all command,
T h e ir  tax es doubled  as th ey  lo st th e ir  la n d ,
From  a successive title , long and d ark ,
Drawn from the m ouldy rolls of Noah’s a rk ;
A n d  w h a t w as h a rd e r  y e t to flesh a n d  blood,
Their Gods disgraced and burned  like common wood.
T his se t th e  h e a th en  p riesth o o d  in  a  flam e;
For priests of all religious are the same,
O f whatsoe’er descent their Godhead be.”

Moses was not unmindful of the poor of his people, though 
he may not have allotted them the inheritance of au equal 
Father’s love. Mammon was a God of powerful potency in the 
Hebrew heart, and in his supremacy there must ever be op­
pression and w rong; and modern self-love finds the broader 
way of the Jew  more congenial than the self-denying way of 
the Christian. Our wailing poverty amidst riotous wealth is 
the damning shame of Christendom. The denial of equal 
rights and equal compensation to woman, is a dark and mourn- 
fill page in the record of our religious civilization. I t  is not 
in the cry of Lord ! Lord ! but in the raising of the humani- 
tary status that religion is of worth unto salvation. Moses 
told his people to “ follow justly after that which is ju s t ;” but 
his standard of doing justly was not above war, slavery and 
spoliation, characteristic of the dark and undeveloped ages; ! 
and making him and his familiar spirit our standard bearers j 
now, we follow in their footsteps to do evil, and war against 
the advent of the living God at hand.

I t  was an abomination to the Hebrew God that sheep or 
oxen sacrificed to him should have the least fault,— the corne- 
outers of his church were to be stoned, and a doubtful matter 
was to be decided by the Judge who was the high priest, and 
had the appellation or name of God. When a king was to be 
chosen, this same God or high priest was to choose him.
“ Tliou shalt set him whom the Lord thy God shall choose out 
of the number of thy brethren. He shall not have many wives 
that may allure his mind.” “ The Jewish lawyers allow the 
king only eighteen,” as per note in the V ulgate .

Judge, high priest arfd God are convertible terms in old 
Jew ry, as may be seen in Philo. So when Moses says, “ Thou i 
shalt not reviie the Gods.” he has reference to these as well as 
to the more mystical “ thrones, dominations, princedoms, pow­
ers,” which the besotted people were prone to worship as one 
or many Gods, whether between the cherubim, with the high | 
priest as mediator, or medium, or whether in the church of j  

Belphegor. Josephus says that Moses directed that “ no one j 
blaspheme those Gods which other cities esteem such ;  nor may j 

any one steal what belongs to strange temples, nor take away ! 
the gifts that are dedicated to any God.” B ut this differs ; 
from the biblical text where the God of Moses declares exter­
minating war against all other Gods, their altars, and their 
worshippers. j

The Jewish church was an exclusive sect, intolerant, vinaic- 
tive, remorseless, even as our sects are now to the extent of 
their power. No truth, no good can be seen outside of them­
selves through their jaundiced vision, and esteem their own | 
piety in the proportion that they are choleric or bilious. They ; 
fear that truth may be put to the worse in a free and open en- j  

counter with error. I t  is because of this circumscribed vision ! 
of the majesty of truth that the old theologies are surely to | 
pass away, and to give place to the new birth, even now emerg- | 
ing from the heavens. The modern unfolding, or Spirituali^m, j  

will yet show itself as the American democratic religion, shut- j 
tering old dynasties of church and state, by proving all things 
and holding fast to the good in the old and the living Christ, 
and by casting the time-worn and useless integuments away. 
W e hail the new day, and work for its ushering in with what 
of talent the living God has entrusted to our care, doing with 
all our might whatever our hand findeth to do—not with car­
nal weapons, as Jewrywise of old time, but with spiritual, to 
the pulling down of strong holds and putting better in their 
stead.

Modern unfoldin': comes in no narrowness of sect and creedO
with dead-lock of conscience and of soul, forbidding growth.

“ No p en t u p  P a le s tin e  co n tra c ts  o u r  pow ers,
B ut the whole boundless universe is o u rs ,”

to live the highest life in the greatest expanse of soul.
The January  number of the W e s tm in s te r  R e v ie w , 1857, in 

its article on the “ Revision of the English Bible,” says: 
“ The deformities of the present Version are so glaring, 
the errors of its text, the accumulation on its margin, react so 
banefully on the superstitions to which they owe their exist­
ence, that we should be willing to waive objections which we 
feel to the State intervention, for the sake of reaping at once 
so great a good as the purification, for the use of the people, 
of the English biblical tex t.”

To purify the Bible and the church, are herculean labors ; 
but there is a better day coming in the way of the new advent 
that will do the work.

According to this same article in the R e v ie w  there was a 
Bishop’s Lloyd’s Bible, printed in 1701, which made Moses the 
author of the book of J o b ;  if  so, the passage in Job, asking 
i f  the Ethiopian could change its skin, might huve reference to 
the Ethiopian Tharbis whom Moses married when she made 
love to him from the battlemented wall of her father’s city. 
Miriam did not-like this marriage of her brother Moses to the 
Ethiopian woman, and if  Moses wrote the book of Job, the 
question as to change of skin may have been suggested by the 
complaint of Miriam.

The Lord now institutes tests b y ^h ich  to prove the true 
from the false prophet, on this wise: “ The prophet which
shall presume to speak a word in my name which I  have not 
commanded him to speak, or shall speak in the name of other 
Gods, shall be slain. And if  thou say, ‘ How shall we know 
the word which the Lord hath not spoken'?’ thou shalt have 
this sign : W hatsoever that same prophet fore'elleth in the
name of the Lord, and it cometh not to pass, that thing the 
Lord hath nut spoken.” The converse of this would appear to 
be that when a prophet did speak iu the name of the Lord, 
and the thing spokeu did coine to pass, the thing so spoken and 
come to pass was surely from the Lord. Not at all ; for we 
read that “ I f  there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer i 

of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or wonder, and the s ig ti or 
iconder come to  pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying,
‘ Let us so after other Gods, and let us serve them,’ thou shaltC ’ '
not hearken unto that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, but 
he shall be put to death.”

The Hebrew children must be careful how they have visions 
or dreams, or woe betide them. Such prophecies or dreams 

•must come by orthodox will, or not at all. This was rather 
close guaging for those who did not beiieve exclusively in Mo­
ses or his Lord, but thought there might be articles of faith 
equally credible in the church of Belphegor; and supposed 
every event above the plane of their natural darkness was of 
some Lord ; and that their own was as’ good authority as Moses 
and his Lord. To them it was, W ho is Moses, and who is the 
Lord ? H ath  not tbe Lord also spoken by us ?

For the purposes of power and command, it was necessary 
for Moses and his priesthood to centralize their mediumship. 
Hence, no church freedom or democratic usages were permit­
ted ; for their Lord abhorred all those outsiders who were not 
“ instructed by the Lord thy God.” They were denounced and 
condemned to death as false prophets, observers of dreams, 
soothsayers, belly-talkers and wizards, while the Hebrew 
Lord was the,Simon-pure, dwelling between the cherubim, and 
was consulted by Urim and Thummim through the high priest ; 
though Jehovah did speak through the soothsayer Balaam !to 
the edification of Balak, and did also engineer tbe laryngial 
machinery of Balaam ’s ass to speak for the angel of the Lord, 
or as the spirit gave him utterance, as a wizard or a “ belly- 
talker.”

Our churches and priesthoods are of the same type and 
character as the Jewish. They do not willingly permit a free 
and open vision for spiritual manifestations, but would confine 
us to those of old Jewry, from the oracle-room between the 
cherubim, as better than the living manifestations of to-day, 
which are offered to every one to profit withal. W e submit 
that when a church, Christian in name, adopts Jewish augury 
for the measure of the outpouriug of the spirit, it is the full­
ness of time for the heavens to be open, that the light may 
shine into the darkness and roll it away forever, and that those 
still shrouded in the ancient graves may come forth and ap­
pear unto many, that they may lay aside the Hebrew old 
clothes, as fo r  the Hebrews, and venerable relics not wholly 
without worth, but not to be so closely worn as to stifle ventila­
tion. Let us rather put on the pure linen, clean and white, of 
the exquisite aroma of the New Jerusalem, and we shall find 
this shining apparel of love and wisdom more beautifully fit­
ting than the close measure cf the ancient tombs.

Wo now have directions of what is to be done “ when the 
Lord thy God hath destroyed the nations, whose land he will 
deliver to thee, as he swore to thy fathers;” and when they 
Went forth to war, the priest was to stand before the army 
.nd promise victory, because, “ the Lord your God is in the 
'nidst of you. B u t of those cities that shall be given thee,

thou shalt suffer none at all to live excepting women and chil­
dren, cattle and other things,” which were to be divided as a 
pfey to the army, as “ the Lord thy God shall give thee.”

The way of treating the “ beautiful woman” captive which 
“ the Lord thy God shall give thee,” causes even the note wri­
ter of tbe V ulga te  to protest against the infallible word of 
God. O f the treatm ent of the captive women, he says : “ The 
Jewish doctors explain this of an action which modesty disal­
lows, and which they tolerate nevertheless in the first trans­
ports of victory, though the Pagans condemned it as unjust 
and contrary to reason. All know with what reserve Alexan­
der treated the captive women, and the Romans banished one 
Torquatus for having violated a prisoner of war. Yet the 
Jews blush not to assert that such liberties might be taken even 
with married women.” B ut was not this accordin'! to the©
Lord thy God of old Jew ry, and of the infallible word of our 
grafted churches ? The captive maiden, delivered into thy 
hand by the Lord thy God, was without voice, and only a little 
ab?ve the condition of the Christian slaves of the 19th cen­
tury of Jesus. The disobedient son was to be stoned to death. 
The gallows were to be consecrated in the “ land which the 
Lord thy God shall give thee in possession,” even as it is in 
our so-called Christian land, as per orthodoxy in the present 
day, ignoring that the undeveloped spirits sent hence before 
their time aro in close proximity to the earth, to react upon 
mortals the violence done upon themselves. When we shall 
have learnt love and wisdom above the plane of old time, we 
shall see that the gallows and other ways of violence do not 
kill the soul, nor rid us of its power of evil as an undeveloped 
spirit. So long as the church sanctions blood for blood, in­
stead of overcoming evil with good, it will not be free of the 
Legion or collective Satan in its train.

3Ioses invokes the most terrible curses from his Lord upon 
all disobedience to his laws, good, bad and indifferent. Any 
one at fault in these respects, “ the Lord should not forgive 
him, but his wrath and jealousy enkindled against that man 
should blot out his name from under heaven.”

That poesy and prophecy, or seership, are often near of kin, 
may be seen again in the song which Moses now composes and 
sings to the glory of the tutelary God of the Jewish camp—

! the Jehovah of Israel— the “ jealous” of all other Gods. 
This song is in character with the Mosaic plane of government— 
severe, revengeful, bloody— the sword being the way for the 
Father to hew his children into adjustable proportions. He 
would “ whet his sword as lightning,” make his “ arrows 
drunk with blood,” and would “ kindle a fire in his wrath that 
should burn to lowest hell.” This is poetic, but the fire is 
kindled from below, and the flame is of the lurid glare of the 
most savage m ilitary life.

Most unsaintly are our church saints, when they seek, in 
the camp life of Moses, for their inspiration to prolong the 
wrath of Israel’s God against the “ accursed children of Ham.” 
The “ S tar Spangled Banner” looks unseemly when interpre­
ted in the exclusive character of the Hebrew Theocracy for 
the destruction of neighbors and the recovery of fugitive 
slaves. The true flag should antetype the coming day, not 
symbolize the ancient night. c. B. r.

In sp ir a t io n  U n iv e r s a l.
I  turn to the lofty souls who, through breathing numbers, or 

melodies, colors, marble, or words, have entranced the world, 
and I  hear them declaring that in their higher creations they 
are overmastered by a power beyond their will. I  turn to the 
reformers and the martyrs, and I  hear them proclaim that the 
word they speak is not their own. I  turn to the private expe­
rience of us all, and ask if  we have not felt, whenever in our 
highest moments of thought, of duty, or of prayer, some great 
truth or principle, or energy, or peace has flashed into our 
reason, quickened our conscience, moved our will, filled our 
hearts— whether we have not always felt that it was no crea­
tion of our own, but rather something that has entered us—  
within us, and yet from above us ? — R ev . S . Longfellov).

I f  a man is not rising upwards to be an angel, depend upon 
it he is sinking downwards to be a devil. H e cannot stop at 
the beast. The most savage of men are not beasts; they are 
worse, a great deal worse.

As there is much beast and some devil in man, so is there 
some angel and some God in him. The beast and the devil 
may be conquered, but, in this life, never wholly destroyed.— 
Coleridge.

God be thanked fpr books ! They are the voices of the dis­
tant and the dead, and make us heirs of the spiritual life of 
past ages. Books are the true levellers. They give to all, 
who will faithfully use them, the society, the spiritual pres­
ence, of the best aud greatest of our race.— C h a n n in g .

I t  is thy intention to try  my soul, good Destiny, and there­
fore dost thou put it  into every position, as a man does his 
watch, into a perpendicular and a horizontal position, easy and 
uneasy ones, in order to see whether it goes well, and shows 
the time correctly. Y erily it shall !— R ich ter.

Great ideas, once brought to light, do not die.

For the Spiritual Age»

R E L IG IO N  O P  S P IR IT U A L IS M ;.
The question whether modern Spiritualism does or does not 

constitute a religious system is beginning to be agitated, and 
though we may differ in regard to it, still the agitation cannot 
fail to be productive of much good. Spiritualism as a mere 
theory is simply a belief in the tru th  that sp ir its  in  the body 
can hold understand ing  converse w ith  sp ir its  from , without the 
body. This theory of itself does not insure piety to its be­
lievers. Still there clusters about that single truth, or is  
contained in it, many other truths that will necessarily be 
brought to bear upon the lives of Spiritualists. I t  will not be 
denied that the general course of spiritual instruction is as ele­
vated and pure as any system of religion extant.

A  mere assent to cardinal truths never makes a man relig­
ious. The belief in a God does not make us Christians, and 
a belief in the theory of the Cross does not renew onr na­
tures. The vilest men on earth may fully believe [intellect­
ually^ in all the great doctrines of the Gospel; yet on these doc­
trines is based the religion of the Bible.

Were these and their associate doctrines appreciated, expe­
rienced, and lived, it would constitute the person religious and 
pious. So with Spiritualism,; it  embraces in its details the 
idea of the soul’s immortality and of a future retribution 
based on principles so natural and necessary that rational men 
cannot fail to see and feel the force of the sentim ent; and all 
tha t is necessary to constitute Spiritualism a religion is to ao- 
cept, experience, and live its teachings.

The objector may urge against this that the doctrine of the 
soul’s immortality, and of a righteous retribution after death, 
are not peculiarly the doctrines of modern Spiritualism. True; 
and it is equally true that they are not peculiarly nor originally 
the doctrines of the Bible. The idea is la ten t in  the nature  
o f  m an. Where men know nothing of our Bible or of Chris­
tianity, they still have thej idea of these great truths, and 
though their ideas may be dark, still they can scarce be said 
to be more so than those which pass for orthodoxy among 
the churches of our day.

True, the Bible teaches the immortality of the soul, and also 
the presence and influence of sp irits; but these ideas obtained 
before the Bible was ever thought of. Confucius exclaims, 
“ How vast is the power of sp irits! An ocean of invisible in­
telligences surrounds us everywhere.” He speaks also o f  s  
“ garden where grew a tree bearing apples of i m m o r t a l i t y .”  

The Chinese, with their Taoli, or Buddha as primal or First 
of all things, recognize these cardinal truths.O 1 C

The Persians in the days of Zoroaster, with their Ormuzd 
or Honover as the primal spirit, were full in the belief o f the 
soul’s immortality. P lato taught the doctrine of the past and 
future eternity both of m atter and spirit.

Now if  the fact that these ideas having been previously 
taught deprives us of the right of claiming them as our own, 
and building a religious system on them, then the Bible has 
no such right, f o r  it d id  not originate these ideas. And i f  the 
Bible writers had a right to claim ideas that did not originate 
with themselves, and base a religion upon them, then we have 
the same right. I t  may be claimed that God having spoken 
through the Bible gives that the right which is claimed as be­
longing to it. Allowing this to be correct, the argument is 
strong in our favor, for God has spoken to us in these last 
days more clearly than heretofore and through agencies as re­
liable as at any former period.

Although I  would not repudiate any system o f religion fur­
ther than its errors are clearly seen, yet it does appear to me 
that we have a right, and tha t i t  is our duty, to claim Spirit­
ualism as a religion; endorsing all that is true in the Taoli of 
the Chinese, the Honover of the Persians, the God of Jews 
or Christians, and adding to all former light tha t which is now 
given through spirit-agency ; and thus comprise the sum of all 
truth, from the Chaldean Ormuzd to the great Jehovah, and 
claim it as the R e l i g i o n  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m .  The term “ religion” 
need not startle us. Spiritualism will not be a blind adherence to 
mere party, but it must and will be broad and philanthropic. A s  
Spiritualists we need to become more truly spiritually minded 
and more like the Jesus we so much admire, and w e  m u s t  b e  s o .  

M e s d o n ,  St. Joseph Co., Mich. H. Fosrxa.

A n  I m p o r t a n t  T r u t h .— The misery of human life is made 
up of large masses, each separated from the other by certain 
intervals. One year, the death of a .ch ild ; years after, a fail­
ure in trade ; after another longer or shorter interval, a daugh­
ter may have married unhappily ; in all but tbe singularly 
fortunate, the integral parts tha t compose the sum total of the 
unhappiness of a man’s life, are counted and distinctly remem­
bered. The happiness of life, on the contrary, is made ap of 
minute fractions— the little, soon forgotten charities of a kiss, 
a smile, a kind look, a heartfelt compliment in ' tbe disguise o f  
a playful raillery, and the countless other infinitesimals of 
pleasurable thought and genial feeling.— Coleridge.

I f  they who wear the chains of creeds once knew the happi­
ness of breathing the air of freedom, and o f moving with an 
unencumbered spirit, no wealth or power in the world’s gift 
would bribe them to part with their spiritual liberty.

<
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SA T U R D A Y ,  DECEMBER 11, 1858.

M R . R A N D O L P H ’S “  R E C A N T A T IO N ,”  A G A I N .
In an article written some weeks since, while the writer was 

in Western Pennsylvania, a paragraph was copied from the 
N. Y. Tribune, stating that “ Dr. Randolph, a celebrated 
Spiritualist, had openly recanted,” etc., and professing to give 
some of his declarations in a recent lecture at Utica. Some 
doubts were then expressed as to the reliability of the Tribune's 
statement, for the reason that we did not believe it possible for 
Mr. R., if he had a particle of sanity left, to deny the fact 
that spirits had manifested themselves and communicated, both 
to and through himself; and it was intimated, moreover, that 
probably the recantation had reference only to some theologi­
cal or religious ideas which were erroneously supposed to be 
Spiritualism.

At New York we had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Ran­
dolph, and learning from his own lips that our doubts and sur­
mises were correct. His renunciation was not of Spiritualism 
proper, as we have ever defined and advocated it, but only of 
some of its incidentals, and of doctrines which he had mista­
kenly associated with it. During our stay in New York, Mr. 
R. gave a public lecture in definition of his views on the sub­
ject, whieh lecture was reported at length in the Tribune of 
Nov. 25th. As the opposition has seen fit to magnify this 
matter into a good deal of importance, and as it affords a fa­
vorable opportunity of showing clearly the distinction between 
real Spiritualism and what is often falsely called such, we 
make the following copious extracts from this report:

“ Spiritualism  is a ll eye and h ead ; no soui and heart; a ll intellect, 
no emotions; a ll philosophy, no religion; all sp irit, no God! And even 
the social reform atory movement has dwindled down in t > prostitutional 
nurseries!

“ I  enter the arena as the cham pion of common sense, against what 
in  m y soul I believe to be the most trem endous enemy of God, m orals, 
and religion, th a t ever found foothold on the e a rth — the most seductive, 
hence most dangerous form of sensualism  th a t ever cursed a nation,

, age or people.
“ I  was a m edium  about e ight years, d u rin g  which time I made 

three thousand speeches, and traveled over several different countries, 
proclaim ing the new Gospel. I  now reg re t th a t so m uch excellent 
breath wa3 wasted, and th a t my health  of m ind and body was well 
nigh ruined. I  have only begun to regain both since I to ta lly  aban­
doned it ,  and to-day had ra th e r see the cholera in my house th an  be a 
sp iritu a l medium ! For years I lived alone for Spiritualism  and its 
cognates. Henceforth I  live to combat m any of the identical doc­
trines th a t I once accepted as heavenly tru th s , among which are  P a n ­
theism, the non-im m ortal theory , u ltra-rad ical individual sovereignty, 
Atheism, and several other pernicious doctrines.”

“  On the advent o f the  ‘ New Philosophy,’ I  hailed it w ith thous­
ands of others, not only as the harb inger tru e  and God-sent of the good 
tim e coming, bu t also as a  religion, p u re , tru e , sweet and elevating; 
and i t  waa only because I thought it would satisfy the religious needs of 
my soul, th a t  I accepted it as the guide of my life. W hat was the re­
su lt T I will tell you A fter em bracing the Harm onial Philosophy (and 
my experience is th a t of thousands,) I sought to be a  m edium — made 
experim ents, and obtained my wish. B etter had I  found my grave! 
The rapp ing  and  o ther phenomena followed me, produced, as I  then 
thought, by good hum an spirits. These were soon succeeded by thc 
trance condition, to which I became subject; and the m oment I  yielded 
to that seduotive influence, I  ceased to be a m an, and  became a  mere 
autom aton, a t  the mercy of a  power I  believed to be demoniac, bu t 
'which others accept as Progressive-Spiritual, b u t which they  cannot 
prove to be Buch, try  as they  may. M ind, I  do not say  i t  is not so, 
but aver th a t no t the faintest proof can be adduced that it is so ! As a 
trance speaker I  became widely know n; and now aver, th a t du rin g  the 
entire eight years of my m edium ship, I firmly and sacredly confess 
th a t I  had not the control of my own m ind, as I now have, one-twen­
tieth of the tim e; and before man and h igh  Heaven I  most" solemnly 
declare th a t I  do not now believe that du rin g  the whole eight years I 
was sane for th irty -six  consecutive hours, in conscquence of the trance 
and susceptibility thereto. I  would have lucid intervals, an hour or 
two a t a  time, u n til the next circle. D uring these rational periods I 
would, in words, assert myself, my manhood, and not unfrequently de­
nounce the spirits, and then , in the very nex t circle, in the trance, re ­
trac t it a ll; and for th is I  obtained the reputation  of inconsistency, and 
hav ing  no • balance-wheel.’ I  frequently resolved to break my fetters 
but some good-natured miracle-seeker would persuade me to sit in a 
circle ju s t  once m ore, in order th a t some g reat defunct Napoleon, C;e- 
sar, F ran k lin , or M ohammed, m ight, through my lips, give his opinion 
on the subject, and edify some dozen or so with m etaphysical moon­
shine and transcendental twaddle. I  would consent, ‘ ju s t  to oblige,’ 
and then, good bye reason, sanity  adieu, common sense farewell! Like 
the reform ed inebriate, who, so long as he tastes not, is safe from the 
destroyer, bu t who is plunged into a  deeper misery the in stan t he 
yields to the  tem pting  • one glass m ore,’ so the medium. N othing can 
rescue him or h er bu t the hand of God, who is ■ m ighty to save.’ It 
pleased Him to reduco me to the zero of hum an woe, th a t I  m igh t be 
snatched as a brand  from the burn ing . Had He not vouchsafed this 
great m ercy, the  probability is, th a t instead of try ing  to serve Him . 
and atone for the m istake of a lifetime, I should still be wandering up 
and down the capitals of Europe and Asia in the accomplishment of 
my ‘ Spiritual Destiny and M ission,’ desperately in ten t on converting 
Ferdinand, Louis Napoleon, tho K ing of Delhi, Nasr-oo-deen, aud the 
Grand T urk; for I believed th a t I  was Heaven-sent to save hum anity  in 
general, and crowned heads in particu lar. Disease cut short my la ­
bors in tha t line; I  was k indly  cared for. This demoniacal phase of 
Spiritualism deprived me of reason, led me from my home and dutier, 
caused me to squander in world-roving a  sum  more than  sufficient to 
have rendered my fam ily comfortable for life. Now, all m y efforts can 
scarcely furnish the hom eliest fare, and the second act of the dram a 
concluded w ith a  fearful crim e. In a m oment o f despair, du ring  th a t 
terrible madness, w ith dreadful in ten t, I severed the blood vessels of 
bo th  arms in four places. Chance led a  m an to approach me ere the 
lam p  of life had quite gone out, and by superhum an exertions I  was saved. 
A ll this I  charge to Demonism and the infernal doctrines tau g h t by 
many invisibles, be they spirits or devils. D uring  my greatest illness 
I  was attended by a  physician who understood my case, who forbade 
me to think or act of or in Spiritualism, bu t to look to God for th a t aid 
and comfort which He alone can  give, and  to a ttend the preaching of 
H is Gospel by God's preacher in the woods and  fields. I  followed his 
advice, gradually regained my health of mind and body, for which His 
name be praised. The result of my illness was, that I  became con­
vinced th a t however scientific S piritualism , as operative on m y own 
soul, m.ight do to live by, it would never do to die by. The anti-B ible, 
an ti-G od , anti-Christian Spiritualism , I had perfectly dem onstrated to 
be subversive, unrighteous, destructive, disorderly and irreligious; 
consequently to be shunned by every true  follower of God and Holi­
ness. I  had not for ten years seen a  happy day prior to my conver­
sion. In  the extremity of my woe, I  called on spirits for aid, bu t no 
spirits ri Lrna to my assistance. Reduced to the verge of horror and

despair, I  called on th a t God whom I had , in the insolent pride of in ­
tellect, so often derided. I  believe m y p rayer was answered, my u n ­
derstanding opened, my body healed, reason restored, m ind comforted, 
and my trem bling  feet set, as I  believe, on the E ternal Bock of Ages.”

“  For seven years I held daily  intercourse w ith w hat purported  to be 
my m other’s spirit. I  am now firmly persuaded th a t it was nothing 
b u t  an  evil sp irit, and infernal demon, who in th a t guise gained my 
soul’s confidence, and  led me to the very b rin k  of ru in . We read  in 
S crip ture  of demonic possession as well as of norm al sp iritua l action. 
Both facts exist probably to -day ; I am positive the former does. As an 
offset to the foregoing list of good (?) things coming out of this me­
dium  school, a  formidable list of evils can be presented. A. J .  Davis 
and his clique of Ilarm onialists say there  a re  no evil spirits. I  em­
phatically  deny the statem ent. Five of my friends destroyed them ­
selves, and I  attem pted it by d irect sp iritua l influences. Evei'y crime 
iu the  calendar has been com m itted by m ortal movers of viewless 
beings! A dultery , fornication, suicides, desertions, u n ju st divorces, 
p rostitu tion , abortion, insan ity , are  not evil, I suppose! I  charge all 
these to this scientific Spiritualism , and not to Religious. This scien­
tific Spiritualism  has healed the sick, comforted the  m ourner, convert­
ed a few. I t  has educated the ig n o ran t; i t  is a  royal road to knowl­
edge, yet I  prefer a  different school. I t  has also broken up families, 
squandered fortunes, tem pted and destroyed the weak; it has banished 
peace from happy families, separated husbands and wives, and sh a t­
tered the  intellects of thousands. We hear m uch of its good, bu t 
little  is said concerning the  black catalogue on the  o ther side, 
o r of m ediums driven to prem ature  hell. T rue, there may be and 
doubtless a re  good sp irits , who are  C hristians and God-fearing, 
b u t to one such there  a re  m illions of black and vicious fiends who 
delight in ru in , sin and desolation. This is my firm belief before 
man and God. W hat follows? W hy, th a t I en ter my solemn pro­
test against all trance m edium ship (as the most dangerous fo rm ); for 
while no harm  may come of its practice, yet the chances a re  fearfully 
against all who yield to its seductive influences, vacate their own per­
sonal reason and judgm ent, and open the door of their souls for 
the  admission of w h a t may be a good spirit, and m ay be a  destroying 
demon. An eight y ears’ experience has convinced me th a t  the possess­
ion and profession of the fa cu lty -is  fraugh t with frigh tfu l dangers. I 
now speak of the genuine sp iritu a l trance— for there are  two kinds. I 
have been in trance about 2500 times. O f these about 150 were invol­
un tary  on my p a rt,  the  balance resulted from self-volition— was sp irit­
ual in its n a tu re  and results—but sp iritu a l personages had nothing to 
do with it. I form erly thought they had, but subsequent self-examina­
tion and study has corrected th a t notion en tire ly .”

After expressing his opinion of “ clairvoyant doctors,” (of 
whom himself was one)—that “ 65 per cent, are arrant 
knaves, humbugs and catch-penny impostors,” the remainder, 
by implication, being honest—and of spiritual circles, that a 
large percentage of the marvels performed in them are attrib­
utable to jugglery— he adds :

“  And yet it is settled beyond dispute th a t m arvels, not performed by 
the m edium s, do occasionally occur in circles, light and d a rk .”

The following is Mr. Randolph’s analysis of speaking me­
diums :

“  We now pass to speaking mediums— 25 p e rcen t, of whom are , in 
my opinion, victims ot' demonic influences; 25 per cent, are deliberate 
impostors, and who cau easily be detected by testing; 8 per cent, may 
be under healthful, sp iritua l influences, such as are to be found in all 
church h istory; 25 per cent, a re  honest-hearted men and w om en .la ­
boring under the w orld-saving fever, who delude themselves and others 
by im agining they are  under the special sp iritua l influence of some de­
funct philosopher, Zeno, P la to , A ristotle, &c., when the fact is there 
is no trance in the case, and no influence save th a t of the aforesaid ph i­
lan throp ic  m ania, and sp irits  in the body. Thus I account for 83 per 
cent, of all th a t class o f phenomena. The rem aining 17 per cent, con­
sists of persons who have the power in themselves (although they as­
sign it  to the sp irits) of inducing a t will a  dream y sort of ecstasy or 
conscious trance, du rin g  which they  a re  frequently insensible to physi­
cal pain , and possess the  ex trao rd inary  power of m ental concentration, 
being able to pu rsue  the th read  of an  argum ent, trace a  principle, and 
follow an  idea alm ost infinitely beyond th e ir waking capacity. I t  is 
th is k ind of trance th a t educates the person, and makes philosophers 
and ora to rs , aud no t the ghost-induced state. This trance cau easily 
be induced. I  can enter i t  a t any  time in five m inutes, when I choose 
to do so. I t  can also be brough t ou by the use of lozenges, made of 
sugar and the ju ice of a  p lan t th a t grows wild by the acre iu  Central 
New York. G enerally five of these lozenges will produce a  k ind  of 
w aking clairvoyance and m ental in tensity , fully equal to the solution 
of any problem  th a t can engage the atten tion . A p rep ara tio n  of the 
common straw  and blackberry  will do the  same. I t  is, in  sho rt, the 
highest sta te  o f m esm erism , reached by a shorter, safer and quicker 
ro ad .”

Mr. R. thus indicates the sort of Spiritualism which he re­
nounces :

“ Spiritualism , Davisism, Harm onialism , or the godless system of 
protean names so ram p an t in the world, is inconsistent w ith itself—con­
sequently  unreliable ; for, while it hurls its potent th u n d er against 
‘ A u th o rity ,’ degrades the  Scrip tures, calls ou r Holy Bible ‘ Excellent 
Soft B a rk ’ (? ), and  blazes aw ay a t ‘ theologic bonds,’ i t  actually  for­
ges chains still stronger for the hum an m ind, comes to us as the ‘ Di­
vine Revelations o f N a tu re ’ by aud through her self-dubbed ‘ m outh­
piece,’ A ndrew  Jackson Davis, private and confidential secretary  to the 
‘ G reat Positive M ind ,’ companion to Swedenborg, Galen, • Tom, H ar­
ry , Joe, D ick ,’ and the devil, for au g h t I  know to the contrary . I t  
substitu tes ‘ Thus say the sp irits , Galen, D avis,’ &c., for ‘ Thus saith 
the L ord .’ I ,  for one, have got tired  of the form er, and , after m ature 
deliberation, prefer the  la tter. H arm onialism  robs God of personality , 
converts him  into a rarified gas ‘ m any million times finer than  elec­
tr ic ity ’ ( ! ! ) ,  according to Davis, and elevates Reason to the throne of 
the  universe, by deifying the hum an intellect. God, N atu re . Love, 
P an thea , rarified gas, sublim ated oxygen and ether, a re  by this lexicon 
convertible term s— and essences!”

These extracts are amply sufficient to show what it is that 
Mr. Randolph has “ openly recanted.” It will be seen that, 
notwithstanding the proportion of imposture and delusion 
alleged to exist (which may be true, and may not), yet the re­
a lity  o j spirit-agency and communication, cither for good or 
evil, in all the principal modes of manifestation, is distinctly  
and fu lly  affirmed. This constitutes the basis of the spiritu­
al theory— it embraces all that is essential or peculiar to mod­
ern Spiritualism, as the term is used. Spiritualism, then, in 
its phenomenal department, is not recanted, but in fact openly 
re-affirmed.

To be sure, Mr. R. exhibits the erratic tendencies of his 
mind, (not yet quite corrected by his “ conversion,”) by de­
claring at the outset—  .

“  N or can you prove th a t a  single sp irit ever m anifested, sim ply be­
cause you cannot clearly  establish one single case of id en tity !”

—but the whole tenor of his subsequent statement shows that 
he felt, if he did not see, the shefir absurdity of this reason­
ing. Suppose you cannot establish the identity of a man ; 
does it follow that you or he cannot prove he is a man ?

These quotations also show that Mr. Randolph, like a great 
many others, confounds Spiritualism with the “ Harmonial 
Philosophy,” Pantheism, Atheism, “ and several other per­
nicious doctrines.” This is a grand mistake. We have ever 
regarded them as distinct. Whatever merits or demerits Har­
monialism, as expounded by Mr. Davis, may have, Spiritual­
ism has no responsibility for it, nor for any‘other “ pernicious 
doctrines” of whatever name or origin. A true Spiritualism, 
when the term is applied to a system of Spiritual Philosophy 
and Human Duty, embraces a l l  t r u t h  relative to man’s spir­
itual nature, relations and welfare, here and hereafter. It is 
religious as well as philosophical; it has a heart as well as a 
head. No definite and authorized systematic statement of it 
has as yet been given to the world ; it is still in process of 
evolvement. Individuals have given their individual concep­
tions; and these have corresponded with their own internal 
states and personal attainments. I f  any have embraced god­

less, heartless, irreligious, irrational, atheistic, pantheistic or 
anti-Christian systems, it was simply because they were una­
ble or indisposed to receive anything better. The fault, if 
such it be, lay solely with themselves ; and it is very puerile, 
as well as very ridiculous, for them, when their eyes become 
opened to their ignorance and folly, to “ waste excellent breath” 
in throwing the blame upon either these systems or their teachers.

Should a perfect system of Spiritual Philosophy ever be de­
lineated, it will be found to include whatever of truth there is 
in Harmonialism, in Pantheism, in Judaism, in Christianism, 
and every other ism ever taught. And it will rcject the errors 
o f all. There is no propriety in naming any of the crude, 
meagre and fragmentary systems, or attempts at systems, yet 
put forth, S p i r i t u a l i s m .  Most obviously is it a misnomer thus 
to term any theory which leads to materialism and sensuality, 
which are the opposites of Spiritualism.

Another grand mistake of Mr. Randolph, (and he was not 
alone in it) was the supposition that Spiritualism, or medium­
ship, required the surrendry of one’s own individuality, and 
the becoming an abject slave to invisible intelligences, vhether 
identified or not. We have always protested and given warn­
ing against this. It violates the first principles of individual 
spiritual growth. It may be that there are persons so consti­
tuted that they cannot become mediums without delivering 
themselves to such slavery; if so, they should never consent 
to it. There are those, however, who can yield an arm. or 
their vocal organs, or their brains, temporarily to spirit-con- 
trol or spirit-impression, and yet preserve their individuality 
and consciousness intact, and remain fully their own masters. 
Mr. Randolph’s case is peculiar, though there may be others 
somewhat like it. He admits that there are good spirits as 
well as evil, who may exercise this control to no bad result. 
We should say that no wise spirit will ever seek to dominate 
and destroy the manhood of any person. They will rather 
seek to cultivate and develope it. Spirit-influence which does 
not tend to this latter result should always be avoided.

We are confident, moreover,— and we trust Mr. Randolph 
will allow us to make this suggestion in all kindness, since 
he has seemingly quite overlooked it,— that the mental and 
moral states of the medium have much if not everything to do 
with determining the character of the intelligences who surround 
and influence him or her. According to Mr. R.’s own show­
ing, he had embraced an irreligious, disorderly, unrighteous, 
subversive, seductive and sensualistic philosophy. Nay, worse; 
he had indulged in an “ insolent pride of intellect,” had “ de­
rided God,” and become puffed up with an enormous egotism. 
What wonder, then, that he should draw around him spirits of 
the class he describes—fiends who would make him their sport 
and derision ? How can he say but all his terrible experi­
ence has been the means necessary, in the ordering of a wise 
and loving Providence, to cure him of that false philosophy, 
that “ pride of intellect” and impiety of heart, which first led 
him astray ? The primal and the responsible cause of the 
evil, then, is to be found, not in Spiritualism, not in this false 
philosophy alone, not in the machinations of evil spirits even, 
but in the sufferer’s own wrong mental and moral state at the 
outset. And the great lesson taught is that the only safe path 
for a human being—whether mediumistic or rfot— lies in sup­
pressing pride and egotism, and reverently but earnestly seek­
ing the true, the right and the good for their own sake. This 
is truly “ looking to God.”

As to trance-mediun^bip, which is so solemnly protested 
against, we have ever held and advocated (contrary to a no­
tion too prevalent among Spiritualists) that the trance condi­
tion, even when induced by elevated and well-intentioned spirits, 
is comparatively a lower condition. It is one to be grown out 
of, as rapidly as possible. The state of conscious, active in­
spiration, in which all the powers of the speaker arc in full 
exercise, co-acting with the inspiring influence, is vastly high­
er. Trance-speaking has its place and its uses ; but when its 
novelty is worn off, it will doubtless fall into general disuse. 
Mr. Randolph, however, partly undervalues his own services 
in that department, when he characterizes the results as merely 
“ metaphysical moonshine and transcendental twaddle.” We 
have heard addresses through his organism while entranced, 
evincing a profundity and grasp of thought unsurpassed by 
any speaker or writer with whom we are acquainted ; and yet, 
unfortunately, for reasons already made plain, the next discourse 
perhaps would be the veriest “ twaddle” imaginable. On one 
occasion, while lec'uring in this city, he declared at the start 
his intention to speak of himself, repelling in no very compli­
mentary terms, any interference from the invisibles. He com­
menced and proceeded through a few bungling and incoherent 
sentences, when suddenly he was stopped and controlled by a su­
perior intelligence, which, taking up his unfinished sentence, an­
nounced, “ And we have .come to finish what he has so badly 
begun !” It was finished, in a style that left no doubt but the 
controlling spirit was master of his subject. We, neverthe­
less, d o u b t  the wisdom and propriety of such control when 
the subject is unwilling, however brilliant and marvellous the 
results. Yet tbe dangers involved in trance-mediumship, come 
chiefly if not wholly, in our opinion, from “ vacating one’s per­
sonal reason and judgment,” which is never justifiable, and 
from cherishing evil moral states, which are always and to 
everybody unsafe. y

The fact that the trance-condition may be induced b}', or 
rather follow, the use of some drug or narcotic, as hasheesh, 
etc., is no proof of the absence of spirit-agency. It is well- 
known that the ability of spirits to act upon the organism de­
pends on its conditions. It is quite possible that when the 
action of the narcotic drugs, philters, potions, incense, etc., 
which have been used in all ages to induce trance and spiritual 
ecstasy, shall come to be understood, it will be found that 
their peculiar virtues depend on their power to render the or­
ganism susceptible to surrounding spirit-influence.

But our space forbids further comments. Suffice it to add 
that friend Randolph’s much bruited “ recantation” only pla­
ces him substantially on the same platform of Rational and 
Religious Spiritualism which we have ever occupied. Though 
he naturally verges a little to the opposite extreme, and in­
dulges in some of the cant phrases of popular religionists, and 
somewhat under-rates the genuineness and value of the spirit­
ual movement as a whole, yet we see no cccasion for disfellow- 
shiping or anathematizing him. ■ Nor do we see any reason for 
his doing the same to us. On the contrary, we congratulate 
him on his deliverance from the slavery, the unrest, and the 
torture he so graphically describes—from the fogs and illusions 
of a “ godless” philosophy, [which, we opine, had its base 
chiefly in his own misconceptions,]—and his restoration to 
comparative rationality, piety aud peace. We welcome him 
as a co-laborer in the spiritual field of no mean capabilities 
for usefulness— provided he holds a firm hand on the “ balance- 
wheel” and keeps clear of that subtle demon, self-conceit.

May there be more of such “ recantations,” until folly, fa­
naticism and impiety shall have wholly disappeared from 
among Spiritualists ! a . e .  n .

M O R E  D I S T I N G U I S H E D  C O N V E R T S .
Rev. Dr. B u s h n e l l ,  of Hartford, Ct., well known as a Di­

vine of progressive and spiritual tendencies, so much so that 
it has long been a difficult matter to keep him within the tra­
ces of even liberal orthodoxy, has recently issued a book enti­
tled “ Nature and the Supernatural,” in which he fully com­
mits himself to the fundamental doctrine of Modern Spiritual­
ism, besides making a decided advance upon the current ortho­
doxy in several particulars. Dr. Bushnell believes that the 
miraculous gifts of the early ages of Christianity have never 
wholly ceased in the church, and that we may reasonably ex­
pect a new and more general exhibition of them thon has been 
common in the recent epoch of saduceeism ; but he does not 
believe that the modern spirits, as interpreted by Andrew 
Jackson Davis and his followers, are good spirits, or have 
power to instruct and benefit men, but quite otherwise. In 
this latter opinion he will fiDd many among professed Spiritu­
alists who will agree with him. We shall endeavor to give 
our readers some further analysis of this remarkable book here­
after.

Dr. E d w a r d  B e e c h e r ,  oldest brother of Henry Ward and 
Charles Beecher, and author of the “ Conflict of Ages,” late­
ly preached to his people at Galesburg, III., a sermon on spir­
its, the substance of which is reported to the Springfield R e­
publican. He says :

“  U ndoubtedly, sp irits a re  witnesses of our affairs, and  are  more in ­
terested in this world thau  th e ir  own, because, while a ll is safe and 
quiet there , here is the danger and the conflict between good and evil. 
Spirits not only have intercourse w ith m en, bu t sometimes m aterially  
assist them in their ex trem ity ; besides the examples recorded in the 
Bible, instances o f such aid have occurred in  m odern tim es, as in the 
wars between Pro testan tism  and Papacy, and particu la rly  in the  sieges 
of places in Holland. B u t, he said, men have comm unication with 
good sp irits  only when they have become holy enough to be adm itted 
to such society; and the m an of God, living above his fellows and re­
buking their wickedness, though he seem to be alone, m ay have such 
sym pathy and companionship from the other world th a t he can say , as 
did the prophet, ‘ They th a t are for me are  more than  they  th a t are 
against m e.’

“  He declared the present system  cf Spiritualism , with its mediums, 
table-tippings, etc ., a  Satanic counterfeit, observing th a t often when 
God is about to p u t in operation some new agency for good, the devil, 
perceiving it, m anages to get in ahead a miserable counterfeit, as in 
this case, so th a t the genuine may be discredited .”

This is substantially the position of the Rev. Charles, 
though a step in advance ; inasmuch as it leads us to expect 
that “ God” is soon to have a hand in this modern movement, 
while Charles gave it over to the “ devil” entirely, What a 
pity that His Satanic Majesty should have been allowed to get 
the start of “ God” in this instance ! But the Satan of Or­
thodoxy has somehow always been the smarter of the two !

The Rev. Edward has long claimed, as those who have sat 
under his ministry are aware, to be well versed in the tactics of 
the Prince of Darkness. We will not venture to dispute his 
authority in such matters, but would only remark that if  he 
as yet finds none but diabolic spirits in this movement, his own 
theory gives us a clue to the reason why. We trust he will 
yet “ become holy enough” to have communication with good 
spirits, and thus find that “ the devil” has not got sole pos­
session of the wires ! a .  e .  n .

T h e  B o s t o n  C o u r i e r ,  of Monday last, vents a column or 
two of Feltonian thunder on “ the imposture of Spiritualism,” 
the staple of which is furnished by Dr. Randolph’s marvellous 
“ conversion” and “ recantation,” noticed elsewhere. This 
will prove as slender a reliance as was the single hair on which 
the Courier suspended its cause a year ago. The Professor of 
Greek amuses his readers with a richly Falstaffian story of his 
valorous achievements against those “ arch-impostors,” the 
mediums. The vaporing Knight of the sack-flask deported him­
self not more valiantly in his encounter with the “ twelve men 
iu buckram,” than has the doughty Professor in this onslaught 
on the “ miserable cheats,” if we may believe his own report.

The Courier alludes to the famous Albion “ Investigation,” 
originated by itself; but throws no light upon the question as 
to when the Professors’ long-promised Report is to be forth­
coming. Like the “kings and prophets” of old, we have “wait­
ed long;” and fear we shall also like them “ die without the 
sight.” Dr. Gardner, we opine would be specially pleased to 
see the production, that he may present his bill to the propri­
etors of the Courier for their share of the expenses.

Dr. a n d  Mrs. H a t c h . — Dr. Hatch seems to be unreconciled 
to the late award of the referees in the case between himself 
and Mrs. H.,— though we are informed it waji proposed by 
him and he had bound himself to abide by it. We learn 
that he has continued his annoyances to such an extent that 
Mrs. H. has felt compelled to seek legal protection. In the 
Supreme Court of New York, she, through Judge Edmonds, her 
counsel, has obtained a preliminary injunction from Judge 
Sutherland, restraining and enjoining Mr. Hatch from “ enter­
ing any house or place where she, the plaintiff, may reside or 
be, either in person or by Ifis agents or attorneys, from dircct- 
ly or indirectly interfering with the plaintiff or her action, and 
from exercising any force or violence toward her, or exercising 
any force or violence or fraud agaiust her will to obtain pos­
session of her person or control or direct her action.”

Next to contracting the mis-alliance in the outset, this con­
duct on the part of the Dr. seems most reprehensible.

Mits. H y z e r ’s  M i n i s t r a t i o n s . —Bro. Albro, our Buffalo 
Agent, asks leave to say through the A g e —

I  am tru ly  sorry  to see th a t our friends in Boston place so low an  es­
tim ate upon the sp iritua l m inistrations th rough  the mediumship of 
Mrs. F . 0 .  I Iy z e r .  In  sublim ity of conception and beauty of expres­
sion— if  not in rousing declam ation— we hold her inferior no one 
through whom we have ever received the gospel of the angels in  this 
city. s. a .

The condition and quality of an audience often have as 
much to do with the performances of speakers, especially im­
pressible ones, as have their own capacities. It is therefore 
no disparagement to a lecturer that all audiences are not 
equally interested and gratified.

R e l i g i o n  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m . — Our correspondent, H. Foster, 
urges that Spiritualism is, or should be, a religion. We pre­
fer to say that religion should be spiritualized— that is, purged 
from all grossness, error and formalism. There is but one re­
ligion, namely, to be good and to do good. A true Spiritualism 
will enable us to see more clearly what this is, and how to at­
tain it.

M o u r n i n g  C u s to m s .— The article on our last page, from the 
Lotidon Inquirer, is valuable not only for its exhibition of the 
heathenish absurdity of the prevalent mourning customs of 
Christendom, but also for its clear testimony to the living and 
cheerful Spiritualism of the primitive Christians. It will 
amply repay perusal, notwithstanding its length.

[CT" A  new volume of the S p i r i t u a l  A ge commences with 
January, 1859.

D E P A R T U R E  O P  R O B E R T  O W E N .
R ecent arrivals from E urope bring intelligence of the exit 

from earth-life o f th a t world-renowned and venerable philan­
thropist, R o b e r t  O w e n .  H is m ortal career was closed on the 
m orning o f  Nov. 17th , we presum e a t  his residence at Seven 
Oaks, K en t, E ngland . He was in the 88 th  year of his age. 
H is rem arkable life, and his connection of late with the Spir­
itualistic movement, render it proper that more than a passing 
notice should be taken of th is event. The following brief 
newspaper sketch gives bu t a m eagre idea of his long and ao- 
tive c a re e r :

“  M r. Owen’s nam e was identified w ith  su n d ry  reformatory move­
ments. He proposed to reconstruct society, projected a  variety of 
m easures for the elevation o f m ankind, and  labored dilligently in his 
vocation of philanthropist. He was bom  in Wales, in 1771; made his 
m ark  as a  b righ t scholar, in h is na tive  tow n, at the early age of nine 
y ears; went from school into a grocery shop; and a t  the age of fourteen, 
went to London. W hen eighteen years old, he became partner in a  
cotton fuctory, into which A rkw righ t’s machinery had ju s t been intro­
duced; afterw ards established the C harlton M ills near Manchester, and 
afte r conducting th a t concern for some years, undertook the 
speculation a t New L an a rk , in Scotland, where he and his partners had 
the  m anagem ent o f mills and a  farm  of one hundred and fifty acres and 
a population o f two thousand  persons. M r. Owen was a t the head of 
th is enterprise for a  q u a rte r  o f a cen tu ry , expended great soma o f 
money, was visited by princes, clergy, and the carious from aB coun­
trie s, wrote elaborate treatises on the  benefits of a government like «i»»t 
of New L anark , which did away with punishment and the terrors of 
the penal law , and d illigently  disseminated his peculiar doctrines. Ia 
1828, he essayed to introduce his theory of governm ent in Mexico, bu t 
was unsuccessful. He afterw ards attem pted to establish a • New M oral 
Com m unity,’ which failed; started  a  ‘Labor Exchange Bazaar,’ which 
also met a sudden end; and in 1857 urged his claims to a  seat in  P a r ­
liam ent, in which effort he likewise failed. M r. Owen made DGTCral  
visits to the United S tates, the last o f them having occurrred some ^  
years ago.”

T hat M r. Owen was a sincere, earnest and unselfish lover of his 
kind, few will venture to dispute. A m iable, genial and polite, 
as well as scrupulously uprigh t and pure in all his intercourse 
with his fellows, he secured the respect and affection of troops 
o f friends wherever he was personally known. That his theories 
of Hum an E levation and Social Reconstruction were in some 
way defective, will be generally  conceded ; though men will 
differ as to the precise natu re  and ex ten t o f the defect. H ia  
indefatigable labors, however,— even his numerous failures or 
but partial successes,— have probably done more towards ame­
lioration of the condition o f  the w orking classes in England, and 
the final solution o f the social problem — which is the grand 
problem o f the N ineteenth C entury— than the efforts of any 
other single individual. O ur estim ate o f  his general scheme 
of social reform we reserve to  a fu tu re  article.

M r. O w e n ,  in 1853, through the instrum enta lity  of Mrs. 
H ayden o f th is city, then in London, became convinced of the 
reality  o f spirit-existence and m anifestations. Up to that 
tim e he -had been an unwilling doubter o f im m ortality—not bo* 
cause he did not wish it, or yearn  for it, but because the com­
mon evidences offered by religionists failed to satisfy his under­
standing. The proofs presented through M rs. Hayden’s medi­
umship, however, were irresistible, as they have been to hun­
dreds of o th e rs ; and the venerable octogenarian became an 
enthusiastic— perhaps, as old men are wont, an over-credulous, 
believer. This was a g rea t scandal to  his infidel followers, who 
thus far had regarded him as alm ost an oracle of wisdom. H e  
was now in the ir estimation a  weak an d  deluded old man. Tfin 
new faith  gave a new impulse to his philanthropic z e a l ; and he 
has labored most assiduously from th a t tim e to the end, to dis­
seminate his reform atory views. H e has printed and scat­
tered  broad-cast, a t his own expense, innum erable copies of the 
M illen n ia l G azette, and other pam phlets, containing the pro­
ductions o f his tireless pen. These w ritings, however, demand 
theapology usually accorded to productions of extreme age; they 
are lit tle  more than diluted repetitions o f  the thoughts of 
better days; illum inated now and then by a gush of fresh sunlight 
from the imm ortal world. W hatever else m ay be said of this in­
defatigable worker, i t  m ust be confessed th a t he was “  faithful 
unto death” to the mission he conceived devolved upon him.

H is son, Hon. R o b e rt D ale Owen, form erly member of the 
U. S. Congress from Ind iana , and recently m inister from this 
government to Naples, was with him in his closing hoars. H e  
thus describes the last scene in the life o f  his father:

“  I t  is all over. My dear fa th e r passed away this morning a t  a  
q u a rte r before seven, and passed away as gently  and quietly as if  ho 
had been falling asleep. There was not the  least stragg le— not a  con­
traction  of a  limb or muscle— not an  expression of pain on hia lace. 
His breath ing gradually  became slower and slow er, until a t  last i t  
ceased so im perceptibly th a t even as I  held his hand , I  could scarcely 
tell the moment when he no longer breathed. His last words distinct­
ly pronounced about tw enty m inutes before h is death , were ‘Belief has 
come.’ ”

M r. Owen ever lived under the ban of the church as an 
“ Infidel,” an d 'su c h  he was to the barren dogmas and unfruit­
ful ceremonials of the church. B u t he believed and practiced 
a religion o f fa r higher value than all the lifeless dogmas and 
and ceremonials ever invented. This was it, in his own 
w ords:

“  There is bu t one tru e , useful, good, and practical religion lor a ll 
men— a religion not derived from any  hum an nam e, but direct from 
the source of all tru th  and  ot the unchanging nature of man. This 
one true  universal religion for all hum anity is the practice of nnceaang 
love and ch arity , of each for a ll. and of a ll for each, to the end o f 
tim e.”

W hen all churches practice this religion, the millenniam 
for which they p ra y , and O nen labored, will not be far ofL 
Doubtless, in his new home he will prove a more clear-sighted 
and efficieut co-worker for its inauguration . a . e . s .

--------------- -----------------------
B e tte r  P r o o f - N e e d e d .

The editor of the Sunbeam  says—  X
“  We have no doubt b u t th a t the E ditor of th e  S p ir it u a l  A ge will 

some day agree with us concerning the communications from E l i j a h . ”

N ot unless the venerable old prophet shall succeed in giving 
us some better evidence than is contained in the bad grammar 
and worse sense of the communications purporting  to come 
from him. The following paragraph clipped from the same 
paper in which we find the above, is a specimen. It is clear 
as mud and luminous as an eclipse. How i t  could find place 
in a Sunbeam  is a marvel to us :

“  From  God comes the T ru th , the ligh t, and  life. He giveth thee 
the knowledge whereby thou canst know th a t it is He tha t speaks. 
From  us His word cometh— from us th a t the world call evil— we th a t 
tell thee of the living and tru e  God, not bound down by m an as 
through him all inspiration m ust come. W ouldst thou ask for m an to 
convince thee of the reality  of the fu tu re?  O f th a t  which thoa m ast 
live by, to give thee a  place in th is fu ture life? ’Tis from him  who 
knowest God  as the F ather— he th a t would guide all aright— into the 
fold he would lead thee as children. Follow thou me and I  will direct 
thee as thou wouldst go. From  him  who doeth his master’s work w ith 
humbleness and hope. ' E l io a h .”

W e have received from D r. I .  G. Atwood, of the Saratoga 
W ater Cure, an exceedingly interesting account of a visit to, 
and clairvoyant exam ination of, “  the woman who lives without 
eating,” near Chestertown, N . Y., which will appear next week.



iosfon mtb Kdntfg.
T h e  M e lo d e o n  M eetin g s .

A freezing ra in , which made p e d e s t r i a D i s m  a difficult and dangerous 
u n d ertak in g , prevailed on Thursday evening o flas t week; constquently 
a  m eagre audience assembled to greet Mr. T. G. F o e s t e r  ou his re tu rn  
from  his long southern tour.

On tak ing  the platform , however, the controlling sp irit rem arked 
th a t th e  spareness of visible aud i'o rs sho i id be no cause of anx iety , 
fo r th ere  were num bers p**esent not seen by the ex ternal eye. He add­
ed th a t some one had facetiously suggested, since the m edium had en­
tered the  hall, the following text as suitable for the occasion: “ Let him 
th a t  th inketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.”  l ie  considered it 
peculiarly appropriate, in both its m aterial and sp iritu a l applications , 
to  the present tim e, when m any, who had been seeking for evidences 
o f  sp iritual existence on the phenom enal plane, w ithout being firmly 
grounded iu principles, are falling into the  fanaticism  of incredulity  
on the one haDd, and of credulity on the other.

N ever was any th ing  more grossly m isunderstood, and more foully 
m isrepresented, than  modern Spiritualism ; yet never was any th ing  in 
itself more true  or eublime. I t  included the philosophy of clothing 
sp irit with m atte r, the growth and development of the m ind, and the 
evolution of finer conditions of m atter in which to clothe the spirit.

The speaker then  proceeded to an  elaborate argum ent w ith the  mate­
r ia lis t, in behalf of the sp iritu a l and im m ortal n a tu re  of m an. Man 
was was defined as consisting of a tr in ity — physical, m ental a n d  spir­
i tu a l—the mental being as d istinct from the sp iritual as from the phys­
ical, and interm ediate between the two. The whole m etaphysics of the 
schools, from A ristotle to Em anuel K a n t, were pronounced a t fault, 
inasm uch as they represen t the m ind as deriv ing  its pabulum , the 
food on which it grows, from the ex ternal world, and do not account 
for m an’s intuition, or his power to reason a p r io r i. The m aterialistic 
theory , on the other hand , which makes m ind a product of the mate­
r ia l organization, does not account for m an’s continued consciousness 
of identity , nor for his power of memory.

A  tru e  Sp iritua l Philosophy only meets the demand. I t  affims th a t I 
m ind is not a  product of the brain  solely, but the product of a m ar­
riage o f som ething h ig h er, a  sp iritual essence, with the brain . The 
b ra in  furnishes the highest o r m ost refined u ltim ate  of m atter. This 
com bining w ith sp irit, the two produce m ind, which is hence a  mate- 
rio -sp iritua l product. In  it the Infinite Spirit, or Absolute Being, be­
comes individualized in connection with a  hum an organization. Thus 
i t  is th a t the m ind has in tu itio n , or is able to reason to some extent a 

p r io r i ,  as well as a p o sterio ri;— this is solely by v irtue  of aid , influx 
o r  inspiration from the sp iritual side.

So memory, and the consciousness o f identity , are conclusive proofs 
o f  a  sp iritua l n a tu re  in m an. The physical is constantly  changing— 
its particles are  wholly dissipated and renewed every few years. I f  
memory inhered in these m ateria l particles, th a t would be dissipated 
also. I t  is therefore an unchanging sp iritua l en tity  behind the m ateri­
a l th a t recollects for long periods.

Such is bu t a  meagre outline of the speaker’s vigorous argum ent. 
The im portant practical deduction was draw n, th a t the g rand  mistake 
in  hum an cu ltu re  is th a t men are  educated too m uch from w ithout and 
no t enough from w ith in . The cold external intellect is cultivated to 
th e  neglect of the interior— the affections and the sp iritua l intuitions. 
Tbe intellect Bhould not be neglected, th a t it may be made a  capable in­
s tru m en t o f the  sp ir it;  t u t  the expansion of the sp irit, the  Divinity 
w ith in , th a t i t  m ay become positive to the ex ternal, is of vastly h igher 
consequence.

Sunday brought ano ther severe storm  of snow and sleet, and 'conse­
quently  sm all audiences were in attendance on the lectures through 
M r. F a ir f ie l d . Those who were p resent, however, were entertained 
■with some of the most orig inal, q ua in t, and sometimes m irth-provoking 
observations on philosophical and theological topics, and criticism s on 
th e  popular theology, ever listened to by a Boston audience. M r. F a ir- ! 
field’s style of speaking is fluent, encrgetic, and difficult to report; bu t 
ou r lim its will not allow even of an  a b s tra c t

I t  was announced th a t M r. F . will occupy the platform  on Sunday 
n e x t; and th a t in the afternoon spirit of Lorenzo Dow will speak on the 
questions— W hat and where is God?—W hat and where is H eaven?— 
W hat and where is Hell ?— W hat and where is the Devil ? A ra re  trea t 
m ay be anticipated.

B o sto n  R efo rm  C o n feren ce .
The session of Monday evening last was occupied by a  tolerably able 

and  in teresting  debate on the long-mooted question of Fate and Free  
Agency. I t  was participated in by Messrs. Chapman, B radbury , 
K aulback , W etherbee, on the side of Fatalism ; and Messrs. T rask, 
Colman, P ike, Cushm an, B un tin  and others on behalf of F ree  Agency. 
O u r space will not allow more than  a  b rief statem ent of the argum ents 
on both sides.

F a te  was defined by its advocates as equivalent to law , o r an eternal 
series of causes and effects, o rig inating  in one Prim e Cause, and tend­
ing  to wise" and harmonious ends; while Free Agency on the p a r t of 
m an, was considered as equivalent to absence of law , or the  su rren d ry  
o f the Universe to chance. Alan’s existence, and a ll his faculties and 
opinions are  the results o f causes behind h im ; he cannot act or w ill  to 
act w ithout a  motive or cause; a n i  a ll causes were involved in and 
flow from the F irs t Cause. Fatalism  is, therefore, bu t the doctrine of a 
wise and loving Providence* which has not abandoned the world to 
contingencies, b u t lives in , guides and governs all to  the best results. 
There is no real evil, bu t a ll seeming discord is harm ony not under­
stood.

On the o ther side i t  was u rged th a t this doctrine m akes a m an a 
m achine, deprives him  of responsibility for his actions, contravenes his 
consciousness, and  makes God the au tho r of all evil. M an claims no 
exem ption from the consequences of his actions on the  Ecore o f “  fa te ;”  
and th is  was held to be an in tu itive  repudiation of the doctrine.

The subject was continued for another evening’s consideration, when 
we tru s t the m iddle ground which includes and harmoniSes th a  tru th  
i n  both tljgse views, will be clearly brought to light.

N e w  B o o k  F o r t h c o m in g .— We lea rn  th a t a  work entitled “  Twelve 
Messages from  the Sp irit J o h n  Q u in c y  A d a m s , through J .  D. Stiles, 
m edium , to Josiah B righam ,”  is now in the hands of the p rin te rs, and 
will be issued by Bela M arsh before the holidays. I t  will be a  volume 
o f n ear 500 pages octavo. We are  unable to speak of its ch aracte r, 
b u t from the distinguished au tho rsh ip  it claims, it will be likely to a t­
tra c t  some attention . The m anuscripts have passed under the revision 
o f A l l e n  P u t n a m , Esq.

Dr . Q. A. R e d m a n ,  of New York, well known in th is city  as a test- 
m edium , contem plates visiting  Boston sometime d u rin g  the present 
m onth , to rem ain for a  season. *

W e s te r n  N e w  Y o rk .
A  correspondent w riting  from W ard, A lleghany Co., N. Y ., Nov. 4 th , 

1858, says:
“  Y our excellent p ap er finds its way am ong th e  good inhab itan ts of 

this vicinity, being handed from one family to ano ther, (who are  very 
anxious for its lig h t) till worn beyond use. Occasionally I  carefully  
peruse its able colum ns, and would g ladly  get i t  c ircu lated  more exten­
sively Were it in m y power. “  More lig h t”  is needed here as well as 
in  other places around. As we are  some eight miles from the (Y ork 
and E rie) R. R ., and being, in fact, bu t few in num ber, it is very sel­
dom th a t travelling lecturers visit us, consequently the Sp iritual papers 
must be depended upon somewhat a t  present for light.

“ The cause is (im perceptibly perhaps to m any) spreading very rap id ­
ly  in this region. N otw ithstanding the g reat prejudice ag a in st S p irit­
ualism, and the shperstitious bigotry and ignorance which have so long 
held sway over the minds of the inhabitants o f this sphere; from every 
quarter we h ear our fellow creatures sincerely in q u irin g  afte r these 
wholesome tru th s . B u t our candid inqu ire rs a re  not moved in this 
matter by physical excitem ent; calm ly and coolly a re  they investigat­
ing.

year ago or more, young Jackson, from P ra ttsb u rg , an able speak­
ing  medium, came here and lectured to a  large  audience, who seemed 
very m uch interested in his speaking.

“ Last Sabbath evening we were highly entertained by M r. H. M. Mil­
le r and his wife, formerly from  Chicago, IU. * * M rs. M. spoke in
trance, and to the astonishment of our old and wise citizens, who said 
a t the close, ‘ I t  can’t  be beat. I t  surpasses everyth ing we ever had 
in  these parts.’

“  M rs. M. is not as radical as m any, bu t her t ru th 3 a re  deep and 
m ighty ,— wedge-like and suitable to cleave the knots of ignorance, sec­
ta rian ism , bigotry and superstition.”

Several acceptable fcvors of correspondents are necessarily deferred.

|Icto |3orh anb îcinhij.

C o n fer en ce  a t  th e  L y c e u m , C lin to n  H a ll ,  A s to r  P la c e ,  
F b id a y  E v e n in o , Dec. 3d.

Q uestion: “  W hat are the sources of fallacy in sp iritu a l comm uni­
cations?”

Dr. O r t o n : The speakers who m aintain  th a t the sources of fallacy
are  altogether with us, and not in any case to be referred to deception 
on the p a r t  of sp irits , have a rranged  these sources un d er three general 
heads, viz.— as expressed by Dr. G ray— Fraud  on the p a r t of m edium s; 
H allucination, and Interpolation . H e had already expressed the opin­
ion th a t there were o ther sources besides these, existing on the other 
side of the line, and  had adduced facts in  support of the position. His 
object now was, to consider th a t class of fallacies ra rg ed  un d er the 
head of hallucinations. Dr. G ray defines hallucination to be, th e  d e ­
ceiving of our ex ternal senses by our m ental processes. One of the 
m any cases he cited will illu stra te  his m eaning: A gentleman in
France declared th a t invisible beings were about h im , torm enting him. 
He would describe them p articu larly , even to their dress. They usual­
ly came out from under his bed, made grim aces nt him , and departed 
through the stove-pipe. Now it  is assum ed th a t there  could be nothing 
sp iritua l about c<ises of th is k ind— they are  referred to disease, to mes­
m erism , or the action of d ru g s, and there dropped. T his trea tm en t 
disposes of them , i t  is tru e , bu t i t  does not explain them. On the 
o ther hand , it is difficult to deny bu t th a t our wildest im aginations may 
have a  basis of reality . The reasons a re  these: The sp ir it, housed
w ithin the body, as to processes o f th o u g h t, a t the  beginning, is be­
lieved to be a blank. There a re  two recognized w ays by which im­
pressions m ay be made on it—one through the external senses, and the 
o ther by influx or rapport. In  the case of this Frenchm an, the forms 
impressed on his consciousness were also objective to his sight. Whence 
did th ey  come? We tu rn  over our stores of thought in ou r m inds, 
bu t they do not become thus objective. In  order to explain phenomena 
of this class, we m ust extend o u r field of observation. To explain 
sp iritual phenomena, we m ust look for sp iritual causes. Sp irit is dif­
ferent from unyielding m atte r, more flexible than  a ir . The m inds of all 
present in this assembly flow more or less together, and  in like m anner 
flow into and receive influxes from the great Sp iritual Universe, each 
individual, specially giving and tak ing  from th a t  p a r t, good or bad, 
w ith which he is most in tim ately  connected. Here we have the key to 
the philosophy of insp iration ; and a due application of its princip les, 
he tho u g h t, would explain ra tionally  the phenomena of hallucination. 
From this i t  will be seen th a t inspiration may be good or bad. I t  may 
also be general or special—the efflux of a  society, o r societies, with 
which a person is in rapport, or the inflow of a particu la r spirit. I t  
m ay also consist of general ideas, of special im pressions, or symbolical 
representations. In  the  case of the F renchm an, the apparitions he 
saw m ight have been deceptions projected objectively before him , or 
real sp iritual appearances. Disease, d rugs, or any cause capable of 
d istu rb ing  the harm onious conjunction of body and sp irit to a sufficient 
degree, would have enabled him to see them.

In  reply to a  question, the  Doctor said, th a t his theory was, th a t a ll 
disease is of sp iritual o rig in , for th is reason: M ere earth  cannot feel
pain ; and while the sp irit  rem ains in full vigor in the body, it is oh 
vious th a t it m ust be able to keep subject, aud in harm ony with itself, 
every particle  of which its body is composed.

Dr. G o d l d : He accepted in the main the theory of D r. Orton. He
used to th in k  th a t sp irits would not condescend to give us fancifu l and 
ridiculous dream s, bu t he had altered his opinion. On aw aking after 
dream s, he now always found th a t sp irits were present; and on asking 
them to enlighten him as to the origin of his dream s, they had always 
been able to satisfy him  th a t the most outre  figures aud representa­
tions presented in sle ;p , have th e ir m eaning. He was also of the opin­
ion th a t im aginations, so called', have a  basis of reality .

Rev. M r. B enning : He had some interesting facts to present. Some
six m onths ago he was requested by an old clerical friend of his, Rev. 
M r. Collingsworth, an em inent and excellent M ethodist divine, now 
dead m any years, to address any questions he m ight choose to him , 
th rough  M r. Mansfield, of Boston, and he would answ er them seria tim . 
He accordingly prepared his questions, and they were sealed in double 
envelopes, first by one gentlem an, a  skeptic, and then  by another, both 
o f whom made a ll fast, and affixed their p rivate  m arks, each to his 
separate w rapper. He m ailed the letter on the 18th of June . M onths 
passed and he received no reply  from M r. Mansfield. He asked an  ex­
planation of his sp irit-frieud , who replied th a t M r. M ., or ra th e r  the 
sp irits about him , would not let him control h im ; and bade him  call 
M r. M .’a attention  to the subject by another note. This time Mr. 
Mansfield replied prom ptly , w ith an  apology. The answ er from his 
friend, Collingsworth, also came, together with the sealed le tter con­
ta in ing  the questions, which he took to the gentlemen who had sealed 
i t ;  and on th e ir declaring th a t it had not been opened, or in any  m an­
ner d isturbed, he opened it and compared the questions w ith the an ­
swers. The package was received on the  29th of November. M r. B. 
had it present and  exhibited it to the Conference. The questions and 
answers were in substance as follows:

1. Is  i t  tru e , as you have promised me, th a t  you will yet sit w ith me 
visibly by my own fireside, and ta lk  w ith me as o f old ? A ns.— I t  is 
true . The prom ise will be fulfilled.

2. Is it tru e  th a t you stood visibly before me in Ludlow Place, and 
took me by the h and?  Ans.— I t  was tru ly  myself, and  I  took you by 
the hand.

3. Is there  an y th ing  I  can do to develop m yself to a higher medium­
ship and life? Ans.— The influences about you are doing for you all 
th a t can be done.

4. Am I  r ig h t in lectu ring  from the Bible, and in believing th a t  the 
new and the old are governed by the same law ? Ans.— You a re ; the 
same laws govern both.

5. Can I  become a  w riting  medium ? Ans.— You can now w rite  well 
by impression, i f  you will only have sufficient confidence. You never 
will be completely subject to trance.

6. Shall I  seek to preach in any of the pulpits of New I 'o rk  ? Ans.— 
This shall be answered a t  another time.

7. Shall I get the  picture th a t has been promised m e? A ns.— You 
may get the p icture  and you m ay not. I t  will depend on conditions.

8. Is  e ternal punishm ent tru e?  Ans.— No; and on getting  to the 
spirit-w orld and ascertain ing this fact, m y first impulse was to fall on 
my face and adore my M aker.

9. W ill you watch over, and guard , and enlighten me? Ans.—I  
will. O h, th a t I  could live m y own life over again, how I  would 
preach to the people to live lives of p u rity  and holiness!

These answ ers were signed “ Jo h n  C ollingsw orth,”  in fu ll, and the 
speaker said he could swear to the  signature  as a  f a c  sim ile  of the  rev­
erend gentlem an’s proper hand-w riting. The le tter also contained sev­
eral o ther tests , which the speaker pointed out.

J o h n  M c C h e s n e t : His experiences in' Spiritualism  had not been
satisfactory. Thirteen years ago, when sitting  in his fa th e r 's  p a rlo r, a  
power came over him , forced him to the centre-table, and p u t a Bible 
in his hand. He went to reading it and became a believer. He was 
enabled to understand the sp iritua l p a r t, and he knew th a t book to be 
true. He had been to mediums once or twice, and got some tru th .
He begged the audience to excuse the  expression, b u t his conclusion 
was, th a t Spiritualism  is the devil m aking a fool of himself, and th a t 
its followers should be divided into two parts— the deceivers and the de­
ceived.

Dr. M a s s e y : W e need not go far to find the source of falla:ies. 
E very th ing  is under the operation of law. We a re  a ll, a t tim es, more 
prone to evil influences than  to good, and the greatest medium is no 
exception. We ought to let th is tru th  go out to the world. [D r. M . 
made some explanations, and called the reporter of the Telegraph  
sh a rp ly  to task  for m is-stating him  and tu rn in g  his positions in to  rid i­
cule.]

M r . ----------stated some facts, and repeated a  beautiful eulogy on
C harity , given some years ago th rough  M r. J . F . Coles. He asked Mr.

there are m any communications which are calculated to lead us on with 
honeyed words to our own damage. These he wished to avoid.

Dr. G r a y : The im proper relation of positive to negative is a  com­
mon source of fallacy. When communication is sought, the seeker 
m ust be a real in qu ire r— in the negative or receptive condition. I f  he 
goes with his m ind made up , positive to the m edium , he will get an 
answ er from himself—he will be the  communicator. I f  he goes to u t­
te r  a  thought, instead of to receive one, his answer will be but the echo 
of his own mind. How may we know th a t St. P au l was not hallucina­
ted ? He believed in the New Testam ent, and believed th a t Jesus 
C hrist did actually  appear to P au l; and all the circum stances go to 
show th a t Paul was in a  negative condition a t the tim e. M r. Coles, he 
considered well fitted to be a medium. He could render him self simple 
and passive as a  child. The piece on C harity  was not necessarily a 
sp irit com m unication, though M r. C. m ight have been aided a t the 
tim e, by the society with which he is connected in the  spirit-w orld. 
He was then  in his highest condition. He was a sp irit himself.*

Mrs. F a r x iia m  stated a recent fact in  her experience, going to show 
th a t sp irits sometimes m ake comm unications in direct opposition to the 
wishes and will of the inquirer. j .  b .  o .

Various |ta s.

T h e  L o n d o n  I l l u s t r a t e d  A l m a n a c  is a  splendidly executed annual. 
I t s  colored plates of the B ritish  Birds a re  very fine. For sale by A. 
W illiam s & Co.

J u d g e  E dm o n d s  delivered two able lectures on Spiritualism , a t Dod­
w orth’s, on Sunday, the 28th u l t  O ur space forbids a  synopsis of 
them this week.

Coinjmtfr of jfacts.

F a c ts  fro m  D r. E e m e r .
Dr. K erner of W ittem burg gives the following facts in connection 

w ith his history of the Seeress of P re v o rs t :
In  A ugust there  came to me a woman from Lenach, by nam e L------

S ------ , desiring to speak to M rs. H------- , on the subject o f some ex tra ­
o rd inary  annoyances w ith which she had  been troubled for several 
years. She had been told th a t Mrs. H ——  saw apparitions, bu t had 
heard  no particu la rs  w hatever.

She said, “  In  the  house I lived in , I  heard  sounds by night like 
rolling of balls, g roaning, and weeping; and sometimes a  weight 
seemed to fall upon me and som ething unseen would approach me 
n e a r th a t I  actually  felt its breath. All this m ade me so ill th a t I  left 
the house.”

I  asked he r in w hat house th is had happened; and great was my 
surprise , to hear i t  was Bellon’s.

“  W hen I went home to L enach ,”  she said , “  I  heard  noth ing; but 
afterw ards going to service a t N eustadt, I found m yself torm ented as 
before; and, in addition, I often saw a white apparition stand ing  by 
my bedside. I  fell ill, and re tu rned  home ag a in ; and there I was per­
secuted by a frequent sound of m oaning, which my m other heard as 
well as I, and which troubled us for two years. I often heard things 
throw n after me, bu t could never find an y th in g ; and also a sort of im  
perfect speaking, as if  people were try ing  to speak and could not. On 
waking suddenly, I  sometimes saw the white apparition  stan d in g  by 
my bed.”  '

The m other of this woman (who was m arried , and had ch ild ren ,) 
confirmed all she sa id ; adding, th a t the sounds were heard  by h e r hus­
band , who had also seen a dark  figure.

I  a rranged  th a t th is woman— the d augh ter— should sleep a n ig h t in
j l r s . H ____ ’s room , in order to ascertain if  she saw the apparitions
th a t  came to Mrs. I I --------. She did not, bu t she heard  them ; and the
consequence to us was, th a t the d a rk  sp irit, who had not lately been 
seen, re tu rned  and troubled us for some time.

Some time afterw ards, I saw this woman on he r death-bed. when she 
assured me that a 'l  she had told us was tru e ; and added, th a t the dark  
sp irit had, seven days before, informed her and he r husband of their 
approaching death  by a  sign, which, as she was then dying, she could 
not explain to me. She and he r husband died w ithin a  few days of 
each other.

The Rev. Mr. H ---------had frequently  m entioned to me, the inexpli­
cable noises heard  in his house a t n igh t, as of knocking, ro lling  of a  
ba ll, b reath ing  close to h is bed, &c ; and especially the footsteps of a 
m an, and the sim ultaneous opening of the door of his cham ber. These 
steps he had frequently followed b u t without ever discovering their cause 
and he, moreover, rem arked, th a t these noises were more perceptible 
im m ediately before the death  of any of his children , of whom he 
lost m any.

Being appointed to another cure, he qu itted  the place w ithout having 
comm unicated these circum stances to M r. R------ , the gentlem an ap­
pointed to succeed him. B u t no sooner had the la tte r established 
him self in  the house, th an  he found him self d isturbed in the same 
m anner, w hilst his endeavors to discover the cause of them were 
equally  unsuccessful. A female member of the family, however, de­
clared th a t she had been m et by a dark  fo rm , and had  been awa­
kened by such an one appearing to he r in the night. I t  is a  very
rem arkab le  circum stance, th a t the sister of Mrs. I I -------(whom
we have mentioned as possessing the faculty  o f ghost-seeing) hav­
ing once slept in this house, dream ed th a t a  tall d a rk  form stood
before her, and th a t she had felt herself impelled to c ry , “  R ------ sch!
away from m e!”  whereupon she awoke, bu t saw nothing. On relating
th is to the Reverend M r. R-------in the m orning, he referred to the
church-reg ister, where he found th a t a  person of th a t name had ac­
tu ally  inhabited the house about sixty years before— a circum stance 
quite unknow n, both to him  and Mrs. II-------’s sister.

Mrs. W ------ von H------- , a lady of education, and remarkable pTes-
ence of m ind, had been eight days in the house with the Seherin, 
w hilst the la tte r  was visited by spectres, w ithout e ither seeing or feel­
ing any th ing  of them , a lthough  she frequently  heard  them . On the 
n in th  m orning, however, she related  to me w hat follows:

“  I t  was eleven o’clock a t n ig h t, and I  was sitting  by Mrs. I I -----
bedside, who was lying quite still, when I was suddenly seized by a 
most unaccountable feeling of anxiety and oppression; insomuch th a t 
w ithout saying word, I  hastily  undressed myself, and leaving my 
clothes on the  floor, I  jum ped into bed and covered m y head with the 
counterpane. P resen tly  collecting myself, however, a lthough the op. 
pression still continued, I  sa t up and looked round the room. There 
was nothing to be seen, bu t as I  lay  down again , som ething invisible 
drew the pillow from under my head, and laid it on my face. I re­
placed it, and the same th ing  occurred; and there was afterw ards a con­
tinua l pulling  a t the bed-covering. As I saw M rs. I I------ lying quietly
the  whole tim e, and apparently  asleep, I said nothing to he r on the 
subject; bu t when, in the  m orning, I  saw my clothes on a chair by my 
bedside, I  could not help expressing my surp rise , certain  as I was that
I had left them on the floor— th at M rs. II------ was not able to p u t her
foot out of bed— and th a t no person w hatever had beeu in the room.
B ut Mrs. I I ------  answered me, ‘ W hen you left your clothes on the
floor, there  was a dark  sp irit in the room and I saw him  lift them  and 
lay  them on the chair. He took no notice of me, bu t occupied him self 
wholly with you ; bu t I said nothing, lest I  should alarm  you .’ ”

H a r p e r ’s M o n t h l y  for December is a  very entertaining num ber, 
both in read in g  m atter and ill u stra tions. O ur eye has been specially 
taken  w ith a view of “  P ittsb u rg h  on a  clear m orning,”  strik ingly  
corroborative of our late w ord-picture of the  same. A. Williams & 
Co., 100 W ashington street, have it.

“  Universalism  is the religion for prisoners,”  says the Trum pet. 
“  Perhaps it is ; bu t religion th a t prevents men from becoming pris­
oners, is b e tte r,”  re to rts an  exchange.

S a t a n  N o t  a  P e r s o n . — Rev. Dr. B ushnell, (orthodox) in  his recent 
rem arkable book on “  N ature  an d  the S u p e rn a tu ra l,”  says:

“  S a tan , o r the  devil taken in the  s ingu lar, is not the  name of any 
p a rticu la r person, neither is it a  personation merely of tem ptation, or 
im personal evil, b u t the nam e is one taken up  by the imagination to 
designate o r embody, in a  conception the m ind can most easily wield, 
the all or total of bad minds and powers.”

Q u a in t  T it l e .— A good m any curious titles of old books have been 
published from time to tim e, bu t we have seen none of late more odd 
than  the title  of a  sermon preached by Rev. W. Secher, in  1750, and 
published in Bostou, which ra n  as follows:

“  A W edding R ing, F it for the finger; o r, The Salve of Divinity on 
the Sore of H um anity , w ith directions to those Men who w ant Wives, 
how to choose th em ; and to those women who have Husbands, how to 
use them . Laid open in a  Sermon a t a  W edding in Edm onton.”

Coles w hat he thought o f th a t  production now ?

M r. C oles said he had never denied the reality  o f spirit-com m unica­
tions. His w ar had been on physical m anifestations; bu t he thought 
we often mistook the source of ou r influences. For about six weeks, 
once, he was in possession of a  rem arkable gift. He could take a man 
by the hand and read off his character. He could do th is w ithout see­
ing him — merely by having his name on a piece of paper, or even a 
num ber by w hich to designate him . l ie  could also tell tho ch aracte r of 
a  book w ithout touch ing  it,  w hether i t  was in prose or poetry , w hether 
it was g rave or gay , a  sto ry , or a  work on morals. One day he wns 
asked to give the character o f a  book, and replied th a t he could make 
no th ing  ou t of i t ;  i t  was all broken up , and he guessed his faculty had 
left him . The book was broken u p  indeed; it was a  dictionary. How 
m ich of this was spiritual he did not know; but he did know tha t

T h e  D e a d  A l i v e .

The B irm ingham  (E n g ^ P o s t  relates a  rem arkable case of restora­
tion to anim ation, a fte r ap p aren t death. The subject was a young 
girl twelve or thirteen years of age, who dwindled away under Bome 
unaccountable com plaint, and , as her friends imagined, died. H er body 
was rigid and icy cold, and was laid out in the usual m anner, penny 
pieces being placed over the eyes. ‘For more th an  two days the sup­
posed corpse lay beneath the winding sheet, when the g randfather of 
the g irl, on going to see the  corpse, removed one of the copper coins, 
and , although the eyes rem ained closed, he fancied he saw a  move­
m ent beneath the lid. A nother person, on looking closely, also ob­
served a  movement. The medical a tten d an t w as then apprised of the 
circum stance; and , a lthough he a t first treated the m atte r as a  delu­
sion, the  application of an  instrum en t to the region of the  heart soon 
convinced him th a t there was life w ithin the apparent corpse. The 
body was then  removed to a  w arm er room , and by degrees anim ation 
was restored, a  loud sneeze placing the fact of he r being a living sub­
jec t beyond all doubt. W hen speech was restored the  g irl described 
every th ing  th a t had taken place from th e  time of her supposed death. 
She knew who had closed he r eyes and placed the coppers thereon. 
She also heard  the order given for her coffin, and could describe the 
various rem arks made over he r as she lay in  her death-clothes. A t 
first on he r restoration she refused all sustenance, and on some ali­
m ent being forced upon her she became greatly  excited, so th a t i t  re­
quired m uch force to hold her. Afterw ards she manifested a  wish to 
destroy her fa ther and m other. She now lies in such a  sta te  th a t  she 
can neither be called alive nor dead, the form er sta te  being only ascer­
tained by a careful exam ination of her pulse.

How F r a n k l in  w a s  T r e a t e d . In  speaking of the first publication 
of his papers on E lectricity . F ran k lin  him self says :

“  Obliged, as we were to M r. Collinson, for the present of the tube, 
&c., I thought it r ig h t he should be informed of our success in using 
it, and wrote him  several letters contain ing  accounts o f our experi­
ments. He got them  read in the Royal Society, where they were not 
a t  first thought w orth so m uch notice as to be printed in their transac­
tions. One paper which I  wrote to M r. K ennersley, on the sameness 
of ligh tn ing  with electricity , I  sent to M r. Mitchell, an acquaintance of 
m ine, and one of the  members of the Society, who wrote th a t it had 
been read , but was laughed at by the connoisseurs. ”— W o rks o f  B en ja -  
m iu  F r a n k lin ,  vol. v, p  178.

A S in g u l a r  Ca s e  o f  T r a n c e .— T h e  Boston Jo u rn a l  says :
“ On M onday m orning last as the tra in  from Fall River reached 

B ridgew ater, a  young lady ap p aren tly  seventeen or eighteen years old, 
and well-dressed, who was on board , com plained of sudden illness and 
requested to be left a t  th a t station. H er wish was complied with, and 
she called for a hackm an and requested to be taken to the best hotel in 
the place. She was taken to the B ridgew ater Hotel and shown to a 
room, when she im m ediately re tired . As she did not appear the next 
m orning the landlord w ent to he r room and knocked, bu t received no 
answer. He then had the door opened and found the  young lady in 
bed and apparen tly  in a sound sleep. Efforts were made to awaken her 
but they  were unsuccessful, and physicians were called in. T heir ef­
forts to restore he r to consciousness up to W ednesday m orning were in ­
effectual, and she rem ained in the same condition as she was found on 
Tuesday m orning. The physicians say th a t there are  no evidences of 
poison about her, and they  do uot know w hat to make of the  case.”

“  H a s h e e s h  E a t in g ”  a n d  it s  C o n s e q u e n c e s .— A  m e m b e r  o f  th e  S e ­
n io r  C la ss  iu  P r in c e to n  C o lleg e , N. J . ,  m a d e  a n  a t t e m p t  to  h a n g  h im s e lf  
a  few  d a y s  s in ce . H e  h a d  p e ru s e d  th e  fa m o u s  w o rk  o f  L u d lo w , e n ­
t i t le d  “  T h e  H a s h e e s h  E a t e r , ”  a n d ,  n o tw i th s ta n d in g  th e  p e rs u a s io n  o f  

h is  f r ie n d s  to  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  d e te rm in e d  to  e x p e r im e n t  w ith  th is  d a n ­
g e ro u s  d r u g .  O f a- d e lic a te  c o n s t i tu t io n ,  th e  q u a n t i t y  h e  sw a llo w ed , 
a l th o u g h  w ith in  t h a t  p re s c r ib e d  b y  th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  w o rk , w as  p ro ­
d u c t iv e  o f  th e  m ost in ju r io u s  r e s u l t s .  E s c a p in g  fro m  tw o  o f  h is  c la ss ­
m a te s  w h ile  u n d e r  i ts  in f lu e n c e , a n d  im a g in in g ,  a s  h e  h im s e lf  s ta te s  
s in c e  h is  re c o v e ry , t h a t  h e  h a d  b een  s e n te n c e d  to  b e  h u n g  a n d  a p p o in t­
ed  h is  o w n  e x e c u t io n e r ,  h e  e n d e a v o re d  w ith  h is  n e c k e rc h ie f  to  c a r r y  
o u t  th is  in s a n e  p r o je c t ,  a n d  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  h a v e  a cc o m p lish ed  h is  
p u rp o s e , h a d  n o t  h is  f r ie n d s ,  w h o  w e re  s e a r c h in g  fo r  h im , d isco v e re d  
th e  b o d y  b e fo re  r e s p i r a t io n  h a d  e n t i r e ly  c ea sed .

I t  is to be hoped th a t th is  will be a  w arning to all readers- of the 
work, and th a t they  will believe th a t  M r. Ludlow’s advice is f i r  better 
in  theory than  in practice.

P E R S O N A L  A N D  S P E C I A L .

T h e  P a h t y  given by  the Ladies’ H arm onial B and, on Wednesday 
evening of las t week, was num erously a ttended , and a  very pleasant 
occasion. The next takes place a t Union H all, on T hursday evening, 
the  lG th . H all’s Q uadrille B and will be p resen t w ithout fail. Seve­
ra l prom inent medium s are  also expected to be there.

The Spiritua lis ts  of W altham  hold a Levee a t Concert Hall, on Wed­
nesday evening, Dec. lo th ,  w ith a  view of replenishing the fund to 
defray the expense of a  hall to meet in . W ith speaking, singing, 
dancing, &c., it is expected there  will be a  p leasant time of i t

H. P . F a i r f i e l d  will speak in Boston, S unday , Dec. 12th; in  South 
Dedham lo th ;  in P u tn am , C t., 19th; in  T aunton 2 6 th ; in Lowell the 
first Sunday in Ja n u a ry , and in Boston the  rem ainder of Jan u ary . 
He will receive calls to lecture in the  vicinity  on interm ediate week 
evenings. Address a t  the Fountain  House, Boston.

Dr. C. C. Y o r k  will speak in trance a t Salem, on Sunday next, af­
ternoon and evening.

Mrs. F a n n ie  B u r b a n k  F e l t o n  will lecture in Norwich, Ct., Sundays, 
Dec. 12th , 19th and 26 th , and in  Som erville, C t., Jan . 2d and 9th. 
Address u n til Ja n . 1st, W illard B arnes Felton, N orw ich, C t

Mrs. C. M. T u t t l e  will lecture in W illim antic, C t., Dec. 12th; Som­
erville the 19th; Bristol the 2 6 th ; W insted the first Sabbath in Ja n u ­
a ry , and W illimantic again the  9th and 16th of Ja n u a ry .

Mrs. M. S. T o w n s e n d , of V t., will speak in the Universalist C hurch, 
M arlborough, Mass., on Sunday, the  12th in st., a l 11 A. M. and 1 
P. M.

W. W. P e r r y , trance-speaker, will answ er calls to lecture in any di­
rection th a t the friends of Progress may desire. Address box 92 North 
B ridgew ater, Mass.

Rev. J o h n  P ie r p o n t  will lectu re  on Spiritualism , a t B urlington, V t., 
on Tuesday, W ednesday, T hursday  and  F riday  evenings, Dec. 14th, 
lo th ,  16th and 17th , a t 7 P. M.

G e o r g e  S t e a r n s , au th o r o f “ The M istake o f C hristendom ,”  will 
answ er calls, in  any  d irection, to lec tu re  on the  various Impositions 
o f Ecclesiastical A u th o rity , as well as on th e  R ational Evidence of 
Life a fte r  D eath , and  Prospective H appiness therein . A ddress, u n til 
fu r th e r  notice. West A cton, Mass.

THE S P I R I T U A L  AGE.
BOSTON AND NEW  Y O R K . DECEM BER 1 1 ,1 8 5 8 . ___

L e t t e r s  R e c e i v e d .—M R o b i n s o n ,  J  L  B e a r d s l e y ,  F  G  P r a t t .  L QurQtco, G D 
L o t h r o p ,  J  L  F u l l e r ,  M  S  S t i m p s o n ,  E  S a m s o n ,  H  F o s t e r ,  J  F  H a r t w e l l ,  S  A l b r o  2 ,  S  

M o y e r ,  C a l v e r t ,  D  F i e l d ,  B  C  H a r r i s ,  S  C h a m b e r l i n ,  O P e r r y ,  B  F Rove, H Q 
T h o m p s o n ,  C  B r i g h a m ,  J  L  S o o t h e r ,  S  B  N i c h o l s ,  N  T u c k e r ,  S  C u t t e r ,  J  T  B a r t ,  <3 L  
A l l e n ,  S  B u g b y ,  D  T  H i l d e b r a n d ,  A  C  G i l t n e r ,  J  B  D i x o n ,  F G o o d r i c h ,  M D  F e t t e r ,  

G  B a r n s l e y ,  R  S  H o l d i n g ,  I G  A t w o o d ,  D  J e f f o r d s ,  M H  Tuttle, W B Felton, G A 
R e d m a n ,  M  A  T o w n s e n d ,  H C h a s e ,  H i g g i n s  B r o s . ,  H B o o t h ,  T A  Garey, A  Porter, I  
M a r s h a l ] .

Jnnounccnmrts..

S p ir itu a lis ts ’ F a ir  an d  Levee.
The Ladies o f th e  C a m b r id g e  S p i r i t u a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  and tiMir 

friends, propose holding a F a ir  and  Levee at the City Hall, Cambridge* 
port, ou W ednesday and T hursday , Dec. 15th and 16th, for the p a r -  
pose of ra is ing  funds to build  a  Chapel, to hold Spiritual Meetings ia .

I t  is expected th a t th is will be th e  largest g a th e rin g  of SpiritoaBtfa 
th a t have ever convened for a sim ilar purpose in the State. The Spir­
itualists of Boston, and o f all th e  cities and  towns in  the S tate a re  
most respectfully invited to be p resen t, and also to contribute Bach a r ­
ticles as they m ay see fit, and leave them  a t Mrs. Cade’s store, 37# 
Main, n ear the corner of Columbia street, previous to Tuesday, the 
14th inst.

A large num ber of T rance Speakers and  Lecturers have notified the 
committee th a t they will be present and give th e ir  services ib r the no­
ble object in  view. Among them  a re — Prof. J .  L. D. Otis. Mrs. M. S. 
Townsend. Miss R. T. Amedey, Miss S. A. M agoun, Afiss K m m m .  Hoos- 
ton , Mrs. Young and Mrs. Foster.

I t  is also quite certain  th a t  other speakers whose names are not here 
mentioned, will be present and add th e ir  m ite and blessings to the en­
te rta inm en t o f those present. .

The price of admission will be 25 cents. Season tickets 50 cents. 
Children u n d e r 12 years o f age, 10 cents. This will not include the 
price of admission to th e  large hall on the las t evening, after 9 o’clock, 
when a good band of music will be present to enliven the occasion, ifc«> 
those who may wish can enjoy them selves by  dancing or other innocent 
recreations or am usem ents as they m ay see f it The tickets then will 
be 75 for gentlem en; ladies free.

C a m b e id g e p o r t ,  Dec. 3, 1858. Per order of the Committee.

L e c tu r e s  o n  S p ir itu a lism .
The following a re  among the topics for the  discussion o f  K hich th e  

subscriber offers his services to the public:
1. Objections against Spiritualism  by believers in  th e  Bible.
2. Spiritualism  defined and proved from the B ible to  have ex isted

d u rin g  the  first 4000 y ears o f the  w orld’s h istory .
3. M odern Spiritualism  a revival of P rim itive C hristianity .
4. The Philosophy of communion w ith disembodied sp irits .
5. The Uses of Spiritualism .
6. The Abuses of Spiritualism .
7. False and in jurious views of the  Bible.
8. In sp ira tion , general.
9. H um an reason the  u ltim ate  au th o rity  in  m atters e f  faith  a a d

practice.
10. God, M an, and the Devil.
11. Philosophy of Religious Revivals.
12. S p iritua l grow th.
13. O ur enemies o u r advocates.
Lectures on the above topics will be furnished singly  o r  in  ootusM  e f  

five and six lectures each. A ddress, office o f S p ir i tu a l  Jig*,
4 4 — 3 m  J o h n  H o b a b t .

M e n t a l  E p id e m ic s .— The subscriber will lecture (b y  in v i t a t i o n )  on 
the P h i l o s o p h y  o f  S p i r i t u a l  C o n t a g i o n ,  th o s e  in v isib le  causes b j  
which m ultitudes o f people become suddenly, sim ilarly  a n d  strangely 
affected, as in  W itc h cra ft, pan ics , an d  sectarian  “  re v iv a ls ."  From 
observations continuing now for more th an  forty  y ears , he w ill explain 
how “ rev iva ls”  a re  "  got u p ,”  showing t h a t  M o d e r n  S p ib itc a u s *  
has a ll the elem ents o f a  G enuine R e v iv a l ,  and t h a t  i t  is ,  in d e e d ,  b j  
fa r the G reatest Revival th a t has ever occurred, surpaysing all others 
in the  mysteriousness o f  its orig in  the  pow er o f  ils dem onstrations, 
the  work it has done, and the  rap id ity  o f its  influence now spreading 
over the world.

47—6t Address L aroy S cndkrlaxd, B i* ton, Maas.

Miss Em m a H a b d in g e  will lecture a t  St. Louis, M«.t and tbe adjacent 
cities du rin g  Dec. and J a n .;  in Feb., at Boston; in March, at Philadel­
p h ia; in A pril, a t New Y ork ; in M ay and  Ju n e , a t Worcester, M an ., 
Providence, R. I ., P o rtlan d , Me., and  Troy, N. V., together w ith such 
adjacent places, on week day evenings, as her time and strength will 
allow. Those who do not know how to address her a t the Tarioos cit­
ies she visits, should send le tters to he r residence 194 G rand street. 
New York, from whence they will be p u nctua lly  forwarded.

M is s  S a r a h  A. M a g o u n ,  T rance Speaking M edium .w ill answer calls 
for speaking on th e  S abbath , o r a t  a n y  o th e r tim e. Address h e r a t  
C am bridgeport, M ass., care  Geo. L* Cade.

MEETINGS IN  BOSTON.
H. P . F a i r f i e l d  will s p e a k  a t the Melodeon, on S a n d s / next*

a t 2 1-2 and  7 1-2 o’clock, P . M.
M e e t i n g s  a t  N o .  14  B r o m f i e l d  S t r e e t . — A  C i r c l e  for tranc*  

s p e a k in g ,  & c ., is  h e ld  e v e r y  S u n d a y  m o r n i n g ,  a t  10 1-2 o’clock. Ad­
m iss io n  5  c e n t s .

A C o n f e r e n c e  M e e t i n g  is  held every M onday evening a t 7 
o’clock. Admission free.

W a r r e n  C h a s e  will speak as follows: —  Dec. 1 4 th , lo th  and 
lGth in  Portsm outh , N. H . ; Dec. 19 th , in  N ew buryport, M ass.; 
Dec. 21st, 22d and  23d, in  Salem , M ass.; Dec. 26 th , in  W orcester, 
M ass.; Dec. 29th and 30 th , in M ercantile H all, Boston, J a n .  2d and 
Oth in Providence, R. I . ;  Ja n . 16th , in H artfo rd , C t.; Ja n . 23d and 
30th in New York C ity ; Feb. Cth and  13 th , in Ph ilade lph ia ; Feb. 20th 
and 27th , in Baltim ore.

MEDIUMS IN  BOSTON.
J .  T .  M A N S F I E L D ,  M e d i u m  f o r  a n s w e r i n g  S e a l e d  L e t t e r s ,  m a y  b e  i r t r t r f M t d  at 

N o .  3  W i n t e r  s t r e e t ,  B o s t o n  ( o v e r  G .  T u r n b u l l  &  C o . * s  d r y  g o o d s  s t o r e ) .

T e r m s — M r . M . d e v o te s  b i s  w h o le  t i m e  t o  t h i s  b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  c h a r g e s  a  f e e  c f  $ J  

a n d  f o u r  p o s t a g e  s t a m p s  t o  p a y  r e t u r n  p o s t a g e ,  f o r  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  o b t a i n  an oanocr, bat 
d o e s  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  a n  a n s w e r  f o r  t h i s  s u m .

P e r s o n s  w h o  w i s h  a  g u a r a n t e e  w i l l  r e c e iv e  a n  a n s w e r  t o  t h e i r  l e t t e r s ,  or tbe letUr 
a n d  m o n e y  w i l l  b e  r e t u r n e d  i n  t h i r t y  d a y s  f r o m  i t s  r e c e p t i o n .  Charge for 
g u a r a n t e e ,  $ 3 .

N o  l e t t e r s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a t t e n t i o n  u n l e s s  a c c o m p a n i e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o p e r  f e e .

M r .  M a n s f i e l d  w i l l  r e c e i v e  v i s i t o r s  a t  h i s  o f f i c e  o n  M o n d a y s ,  Wednesday* and Sat 
a r d a y s .  P e r s o n s  a r e  r e q u e s t e d  n o t  t o  c a l l  o n  o t h e r  d a j s .  39 tf

M i s s  M .  M U X S O N  N o .  1 3  L a g r a n g e  P l a c e ,  B o s t o n .  34
M r s .  W A T E R M A N ,  H e a l i n g  M e d i u m  b y  l a y i n g  o n  o f  h a n d s ,  a n d  M i s s  W A T E R  

M A N ,  T r a n c e  a n d  T e s t  M e d i u m ,  3 2  C a r v e r  s t r e e t .  H o u r s ,  9  to 12 and 3 t o t .  
T e r m s  5 0  c e n t s  p e r  s i t t i n g .  t60*

M r s .  L .  B .  S M I T I 1 ,  N o .  4 3  E l i o t  s t r e e t ,  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D e a l i n g  M e d i u m ,  prepares Aed. 
i c i n e s  a d a p t e d  t o  e v e r y  c a s e .  A l s o ,  W r i t i n g  M e d i u m ,  a n d  S p i r i t - S e e r .  P h y s i o g r w B t t i  

c a l  a n d  P h r e n o l o g i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  b y  s p i r i t - i m p r e s s i o n .  C i r c l e s ,  T u e s d a y  and Fri­
d a y  e v e n i n g s .

M r s .  D I C K I N S O N ,  N o .  1 3  L a g r a n g e  P l a c e ,  S e e r ,  H e a l i n g  a n d  T r a n c e  M e d i u m ,  g i v e s  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  P a s t ,  P r e s e n t  a n d  F u t u r e .

M i s s  R .  T .  A M E D Y ,  3 2  A l l e n  s t r e e t ,  B o s t o n ,  T r a n c e  S p e a k i n g  M e d i u m ,  will answer 
c a l l s  f o r  s p e a k i n g  o n  t h e  S a b b a t h  a n d  a t  a n y  o t h e r  t i m e  t h e  f r i e n d s  m a y  desire. Ad 
d r e s s  h e r  a t  3 2  A l l e n  s t r e e t ,  B o s t o n .  E r  S h e  w i l l  a l s o  a t t e n d  f u n e r a l s .

M r s .  R .  H .  B U R T ,  W r i t i n g  a n d  T r a n c e  M e d i u m ,  2 4  1 - 2  W i n t e r  street— Boom 13 
H o u r s  f r o m  1 0  t o  1 ,  a n d  f r o m  2  t o  7 .  2—3m

M r s .  K N I G I I T ,  W r i t i n g  M e d i u m ,  1 5  M o n t g o m e r y  p l a c e ,  u p  one flight of air 
d o o r  N o .  4 .  H o u r s  9  t o  1  a n d  2  t o  5 :  T e r m s  5 0  c e n t s  a  s e a n c e -

M r s .  B E A N ,  R a p p i n g ,  W r i t i n g  a n d  T r a n c e  M e d i u m .  H o u r s  f r o m  9 to 1 A. M 
o r  M e d i c a l  E x a m i n a t i o n s ,  a n d  2  t o  5  a n d  7  t o  9  P .  M .  f o r  M a n i f e s t a t i o n s ,  at No. 30  
E l i o t  s t r e e t .

C i r c l e s  a t  N o .  7  E l i o t  S t . — S u n d a y  e v e n i n g ,  a t  6  1 - 2  o ’ c l o c k ;  Tuesday evening 
a t  7  o ’ c l o c k ;  T u e s d a y  a n d  F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n s ,  a t  2  P .  M .  T e s t ,  w r i t i n g ,  rapping, 
t i p p i n g  a n d  t r a n c e  m e d i u m s  p r e s e n t .

A  P s y c h o m e t r i c  a n d  V o c a l  T r a n c e  M t d i u m  w i l l  b e  a t  N o .  7  E l i o t  s t r e e t ,  Wed 
n e s d a y  a n d  T h u r s d a y ,  f r o m  1 0  A . M .  t o  4  P .  M .  C i r c l e s  T h u r s d a y  evenings, at 6 
o ’ c l o c k  T e r m s  r e a s o n a b l e .  #  4 9 — S t

L o r in o  M o o n r will lecture on Spiritualism  and its relations, 
in  N orth H anson, Sunday , Dec. 1 2 th ; South H anson, Tuesday, 
and Wednesday, 14th and lo th ;  Pem broke, T hursday and F ri­
day, 16th and 1 7 th ; M arshfield, S unday , 1 9 th ; N orth M arshfield, 
M onday and Tuesday, 20th and 21st; D uxbury , W ednesday, T hursday 
and F rid ay , 22d, 23d and 2 4 th ; West D uxbury , Sunday, 2 6 th ; K ing­
ston, M onday and Tuesday, 27 th  and  2 8 th ; P lym pton , W ednesday and 
T hursday, 29th and 3 0 th ; Middleboro, Sunday, Ja n . 2 .;  and on in te r­
vening evenings in  neighboring towns or villages, W ill friends of 
t ru th  see th a t a ll needful a rrangem ents are  made ?

HOPEDALE HOME SCHOOL.
T h e  n e x t  ( W i n t e r )  T e r m  o f  t h i s  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h o r o u g h l y  R e f o r m a t o r y  and P r o g r c m i T e  

i n  i t s  s p i r i t  a n d  t e n d e n c y ,  w i l l  c o m m e n c e  o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  J a * .  5 t h .  1 8 5 8 ,  aod continue 
f i f t e e n  w e e k s .  F o r  C i r c u l a r s  c o n t a i n i n g  f u l l  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  please ad d reu

C W u .  B .  H a y w o o d ,  >  .
4 8 — I t  I  A b b i *  S .  H a y w o o d ,  {  " “ a p a f c .

H o p e d a l e ,  M i l f o r d ,  M a s s . ,  ? 
N o v .  1 5 .  1 S 5 S .  S

THE MISTAKE OF CHRISTENDOM;
O r ,  J e s u s  a n d  h i s  G o s p e l  b e f o r e  P a u l  a n d  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  B y  G e o r g *  S t e a m s .  P r i e «  

t l .  F o r  s a l e  b y  B E L A .  M A R S H ,  N o .  1 4  B r o m f i e l d  S L  4 7 ___ 4 ,

SKETCHES FROM NATUBE,
F O R  M V  J U V E N I L E  F R I E N D S .

B T  FKASCK S B K O W S.

P r i c e  I n  m u s l i n ,  3 8  c e n t s ;  d o .  g i l t ,  S O  c e n t s .  T h i s  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  wert, J o t  pah 
l i s h e d  b y  B E L A  M A R S H ,  N o .  1 4  B r o m f i e l d  s t r e e t .  F o r  t a l e  a t  w h o l e s a l e  o r  retalL



I n t e r e s t i n g  | ! T i s c d l a n t j .

O U R  MOTJENEN'G C U ST O M S.
The customs of society, in their origin a t  least, are  but the 

embodiments of the beliefs o f  society. The modes o f mourn­
ing  f o r  the dead afford a striking illustration . T aking their 
rise in the infancy o f the world, before the hope o f  im m ortali­
ty  had grown strong, o r visions o f  the fu tu re life had become 
clear, they embodied the conviction th a t all the relations be­
tween the living and departed were dissolved ; th a t if the la t­
ter survived the dissolution o f  the ir m ortal frames, they had 
lost all ihe personal peculiarities th a t endeared them to the 
living, by re-absorption into the power th a t created them ; or 
they were alienated from God by the frailties o f the ir nature, 
and banished to tbe voiceless gloom and dismal slum ber of 
Sheol, the subterranean empire of all departed souls; or, in the 
light of a more philosophic bu t inhuman, and equally false 
theology, they were numbered among the favored few to whom 
alone the elysian fields were open. In  either, and in  every 
case, all sp iritua l relations with them were dissolved forever. 
The goodness, the m oral worth, the spiritual loveliness th a t 
had endeared them to the living, would be recognized as theirs 
no more. Their expressions of unutterable love had gone out 
in  an eternal d ark n ess; and the ir voices, instead of being ye t 
vocal with a celestial music, were hushed in the silence o f 
dark, inexorable death. W hat wonder th a t th e ir  survivors 
rent their garm ents, sprinkled dust upon th e ir  heads, bottled 
the tears they shed, wounded the ir faces w ith the ir nails, beat 
their breasts, and ate the ir food seated upon the g ro u n d ! 
W hat wonder th a t they sent forth  the ir wild keens, their bro­
ken lam entations in m ournfully accordant sounds, hired “ Mu- 
lieres Praeficse” to shed tears and sing the praises o f the de­
ceased, employed m inistrels to mourn and lam ent for the dead! 
W hat wonder th a t they clothed themselves with sackcloth, in 
black, or white, or purple, or yellow, or blue, as the stringent 
laws o f  imperious fashion dictated, th a t they m ight thus ind i­
cate, by every external sign o f woe, the b itter g iie f  tha t had 
overwhelmed their so u ls! These were na tu ra l, they were 
inevitable results o f  the belief tha t filled their souls. /

E ighteen hundred years ago the germs o f  singular phenom­
ena were becoming apparent in society, standing out in direct 
contrast to these customs. Side by side w ith the old Persian  
and Hebrew eschatology, tha t, a t  death, the good and bad 
alike were consigned to Sheol— an eschatology which was 
adopted and dwelt upon by  the Christian F athers, w ith the 
addition, on the p a rt o f some, th a t a t the second coming of 
Christ, and a t  the day of judgm ent, which they expected im­
m ediately, the souls o f all men would be liberated from thence; 
with the addition on the p a rt o f others, th a t all Christians, in 
v irtue  of the ir baptism  aud the ir faith, were exem pt from 
passing to the under world, and were a t once translated to the 
“  Kingdom of G od,” or to “ L ife”— side by side w ith this sin­
gular doctrine o f  last things, there gradually  grew up in the 
primitive Christian community a more spiritual faith. They 
became conscious, even in the ir darkest hours, o f  the presence 
o f  a loving Providence, which perm its not a  sparrow  to fall to 
the ground unnoticed, which, as i t  determ ines the period o f our 
birth and the bounds of our habitations, so also, never perm its 
us to  pass away from this natural* world, un til the best 
possible tim e has come for our entering upon the spiritual 
world. To them, consequently, death never was a prem ature 
event. Nor only so. To them there were spiritual tru ths, af­
fections, joys, and states of soul th a t were realities, over which 
death and the grave had no p o w er; and those who were taken 
hence in the Lord were taken only to be restored under more 
glorious forms— were separated for the moment, in G od’s and 
m an’s imm ortal life, only in order to be united again with those 
they had left, in a glorified state for all e tern ity . N ay, the 
great experience o f  death, which the heathen had designated 
as the “ black-veiled king o f the dead,” was hailed by them  
as an “ angel o f light,” th a t led the departing  to new condi­
tions of existence, in which they would a tta in  to a more com­
plete participation  in C hrist’s divine and blessed life.

To them, heaven was alive with the spirits o f the ir loved ones; 
the ir spiritual eye beheld them there, w ith every vestige of w eari­
ness and pain removed, and anim ated by all holy influences, 
feelings, and impressions— clothed not in the ir funeral garm ents, 
b u t “clothed upon” with robes of light, and th a t “ house which 
is from heaven.” They felt th a t they were still bound to them 
by  indissoluble bonds— th a t they were w ith them— th a t their 
intercourse was continued, only under new conditions. Life- 
giving influences, convictions o f duty, imm ortal aspirations, came 
from  them with inspiring power. And so it came to pass tha t on 
the anniversary o f their departure, a t least, often on each L ord ’s 
day, or every returning month, their memory was celebrated 
by participation in the Sapper of the Lord, in the conscious­
ness o f an  inseparable communion with them ; and a g ift was 
la id  upon the a lta r  in their name, and in the quenchless faith  
th a t they were still living members of the Church ! In  the words 
of the most spiritual of all church historians, “ Communion with 
th e  living and the dead was a communion for eternity , the bond of 
which, resting in the eternal, could be sundered by no power of 
death  or hell. The Christians had a consciousness o f constant, 
invisible communion with those from whom they were outw ardly 
separated. Before this living faith the old mourning customs fell 
into desuetude; the dead were clothed in new white garments, 
to  signify “ the new clothing of incorruption ;” lights were 
carried before their m ortal remains as symbols of the glory upon 
which they had entered ; and their survivors, while they wept 
the  tears th a t flowed from lacerated affections, refused to clothe 
themselves in weeds o f woe, when their friends were putting 
on the garm ents o f salvation. T here were some fashionists 
then, indeed, who complied with the common mode ; bu t m ark 
w hat Cyprian said to them— il W e ought not to mourn for those 
who, by the summons of the Lord, are delivered from the 
world, since we know they are not lost, bu t sent before u s ; 
t ’nat they have only taken the ir leave of us, in order to p re­
cede us. W e may long for them , as we do for those who are 
on a  d istan t voyage, b u t not lam ent them. W e m ust not pu t 
o d  da rk  robes of mourning here below ; while, above, they  
have already put on the white robes o f glory ; we m ust not give 
the  heathens ju s t cause to accuse .us both of weeping for them 
as lost and extinct, of whom, nevertheless, we say th a t they  
a re  alive w ith  God, and o f failing to prove, by the witness o f 
o u r hearts, the faith we confess with our lips.”

Befc re the coming o f th a t heathen pestilence which subse­
quently fell upon the Church, this vigorous faith  in the im­
m ortal life grew  faint, its eye was dimmed, th a t i t  could not 
gee the m ultitude of dear ones th a t await us in  the spirit- 
land ; ita ea r was rendered dull o f hearing, th a t i t  could not 
recognize their celestial voices beseeching us to il come up 
hither.” In  fac t, th a t which had been a living faith, a tru s t 
o f  the heart, lapsed into 4 theoretical belief of the head. The 
subtile reasonings and definitions of the scholastics, gave a

sharpness o f outline to one theory afte r another, th a t le ft men 
no option bu t to sit in judgm ent upon the whole, till doubt af­
te r doubt arose, and the physical facts, and the terrib le be­
reavem ents attendan t upon the departure of the ir loved ones 
became the predom inant ideas in their minds. The result was 
th a t the earth ly  side o f death was brought prom inently into 
view again. “ The Dance o f D eath ,” which, notw ithstanding, 
its coarse, revolting, m aterialistio tone and character, became' O '
everywhere so popular subsequently to the fourteenth ceutury, 
and the sensuous tone concerning death which found its cul­
m inating point in the m onum ental inscrip tions o f the seven­
teenth century, are a t  once illustrations of our position ar.d evi­
dences o f its tru th . Instead  of an angel o f mercy, who takes 
all the children o f our race in his arm s and bears them to 
the F a th e r’s throne, death came to be viewed again as an an­
gel o f destruction— as a “  king o f te rro rs .” H e was depicted j 
with javelin  in hand, or with scythe clutched in his bony fist, \ 
and ju s t so far as these ideas o f this m ysterious agency of 
God became prevalent, the old customs o f m ourning for those 
whom it swept away, returned upoa society, and the beautiful 
symbols th a t had spoken a t the interm ent o f the ir m ortal re­
mains, o f the ir peace, the ir glory, and the ir exaltation, were 
laid aside. The identical usages th a t heathenism  had conse­
crated were resuscitated. The Irish  keen is but a revivifica­
tion o f the “ Conclamatio” of the Rom ans— the “  Irish  band” 
o f the ir “ M ulieres praaficaj”— our undertakers, clothed in 
black, o f  their “ D esignatores”— the widow’s hidden or plainly 
dressed hair, o f the shorn head o f an tiq u ity — and the m ourn­
ing trappings o f the horses in our hearses are bu t substitutes' 
for “ th e ir  waving manes cut close” o f  classic days.

A  wider induction o f facts connected with this subject would 
only confirm our position. In  view of those a lready  adduced, 
we are inclined to believe th a t these m ourning customs afford 
us a tolerably exact m easure o f the am ount o f Christian faith 
in the world— that, ju s t so far as the former are heartily  adopt­
ed, the la tte r  is wanting. W e say th is with a full conscious­
ness th a t the strongest Christian faith  cannot, and was not des­
tined, to staunch the sorrow of our hearts, nor dry the foun­
tain o f our tears as we contemplate our own imm ediate loss in 
in the departure, and it m ay be in the brigh ter fate, o f those 
who have gone before us. W e have witnessed sufficient scenes 
of apparen t gloom, enough days of g rief and bitterness, abun­
dance of all th . , is sad in experience, to be aw are th a t tears, 
b itter tears may often fall iu the present life, even though a 
firm C hristian  faith should never falter in the soul. N ay, we 
are willing to adm it th a t there m ay be re lie f  to the m ourner, 
as he thinks o f broken ties, every one of which was a heart- 
s tring ; as he dwells on the loss o f a being who was nearer to 
him, and of more value than any save God— there may be re ­
lie f to the mourner in casting off from him the shows of life—  
in a ttiring  him self in something whose dim hue assim ilates 
w ith “ the shadow on the h e a r t ;” but we protest against the 
whole system as unchristian, as indicative o f d istrust in God 
and his good providence, which necessitates an en tire change 
iu our adornm ents, and a surrounding ourselves with every ex­
ternal sign of woe when the loved ones are  withdrawn. I t  
does bu t interfere with our serenity and musing whilst wo are 
preparing  it, it cu ltivates our sorrow when we have it, and the 
dark gloom it  spreads around us is pre-em inently calculated to 
obscure our sp iritua l vision of th a t unseen world which be­
comes more and more d istinct to the eye o f Christian faith , as 
one after ano ther of the cherished and the loved ones pass into 
its  m ansions.—  Lo?idon In q u irer .

A N  I N G E N U O U S  P R A Y E R .

The following very singular p rayer, says an exchange, was 
m ade by Jo h n  W ard , o f H ackney, E ngland. T he document 
was found in W a rd ’s own handw riting :

“ Oh, Lord, thou knowest th a t I  have nine estates in the city 
o f London, and likewise that I  have lately purchased an estate 
in fee-simple in the county o f Essex ; I  beseech to preserve the 
counties of Essex and M iddlesex from fire and earthquakes ; 
and as I  have a m ortgage in H ertfordshire, I  beg o f thee to | 
have an eye of compa.-sion on th a t county, and fur the rest of 
the counties thou m ayest deal w ith them as thou a r t pleased, j  

Oh, Lord, tinable the banks to answer all the ir bills, and make ' 
my debts on good men. Give a prosperous voyage and return  \ 
to the M erm aid  sloop, because I  have insured i t ; and as thou 
host said th a t the days o f he wicked are but short, I  tru s t in 
thee th a t thou wilt not forget thy  promise, as I  have purchased 
an estate in reversion, whieh will be mine upon the death of 
th a t profligate young man, S ir I . L . K eep my friends from 
sinking, and preserve me from thieves and house-breakers, and 
m ake all my servants so honest and faithful th a t they may 
attend to my interests, and never cheat me out o f my property 
night or day .”

H um an natu re  seems not to have changed much since his 
day.

M ise r y  a n d  In d ig e s t io n .
The longer H iv e  the more I  am convinced th a t h a lf  the un ­

happiness in the world proceeds from little  stoppages, from a 
duct choked up, from food p re s s in g  in the wrong place, from a ; 
vexed duodenum or an agitated  pylorus. The deception as 
practiced upon human creatures is curious and entertaining. 
M y friend sups la te ; he eats some strong soup, then a lobster, 
then some ta rt, and he dilutes those excellent varieties with 
wine. The next day I  call upon him. H e is going to sell 
his house in London and re tire  into the country. H e is 
alarm ed for his eldest daugh ter’s heatlh . H is expenses are 
hourly increasing, and nothing but a timely re tre a t can save 
him f ro m  ru in . A ll this is the lobster ; and when over ex­
cited natu re  has had time to m anage this testaceous encum- j 
brance, the daughter recovers, the finances are in good order, j 
and every rural idea effectually excluded from the mind. In  ! 
the same manner, old friendships are destroyed by toasted ; 
cheese ; and hard salted m eat has led to suicide. U npleasant > 
feelings of the body produce correspondent sensations of the ; 
mind, a n d  a g rea t scene o f wretchedness is sketched out by a 
morsel of indigestible and misguided food. O f such infinite 
consequences to happiness is it to study the body .— Sydney  

S m ith .

I n c o n s i s t e n c i e s * — There are some human inconsistencies 
and foibles so very terrib le and degrading th a t we greet them 
w ith a laughter th a t is akin to tears. The wisely foolish skep­
ticism o f a young man is ludicrous in its v an ity ; yet terrib le 
when viewed in another and clearer light. I t  seems so unnat- 
nral th a t we can claim no kindred with him . and his doubts 
repel the better nature and love which are the prerogative of 
youth, the divinity  of which is harnessed in a dark and heavy 
burden, under which it cannot rise nor be got rid  o f except by 
earnest and terrib le struggles.

For t h e  S p i r i t u a l  Age.

“ GO, AND 8IN' HO M ORE.”
W oman, why weepest tiiou ? The tea r

W hich drops on earth  is draw n to heaven.
F ear not; the crim e which brands thee here,

In  M ercy’s court may be forgiven.

M aiden, bereft of every stay,
Does Vice trium phan t smile to see

The flaming sw ord obstruct th y  way—
The gates of m ercy closed on thee?

Poor penitent! th a t sword m ust wave,
Those gates m ust close, thy  heart m ust bleed—

So m ay th y  word some w anderer save '
W ho errs in thought as thou in  deed.

To sueh— to m isery’s daughter— tell 
The tale  thy  k indling  cheeks a tte s t;

Say: Free to stand, thy  spirit fell,
And impious sought forbidden rest.

A nd when they sp u rn  thee, frail one, go—
There’s One who reads thy h eart of h earts ;—

R epentant to thy  M aker bow,
H e’ll shield thee from their c ru e l^ a r ts .

’Tis wom an’s friend who stooping V^rites 
Thy gu ilt iu characters on e a r th ; *

B u t woman’s friend with smiles invites 
The efforts of re tu rn in g  worth.

A rise! He calleth  thee. The tear
W hich drops on earth  ascends to heaven;

’Tis m an, ’tis wom an, brands thee here;
B u t He most in jured  has forgiven.

OUE IDOL.
Close th e (dooi' lightly , 

B rid le the breath ,
O ur little  earth-angel 

Is talk ing  w ith death ; 
G ently he woos her,

She wishes to stay , j 
H is arm s about he r—

He bears her away.

M usic comes floating 
Down from the dome; 

Angels a re  chan ting
The sweet welcome home. 

Come, stricken weeper. 
Come to the bed,

Gaze on the sleeper—
O ur idol is dead!

Smooth out the  ring le ts, 
Close the blue eye—

No wonder such beauty 
W as claimed in the sky ; 

Cross the  hands gently 
O ’er the  white b reast,

So like a  wild sp irit 
S trayed from the blest; 

B ear her out softly,
This idol of ours,

L et her grave slum bers 
Be ’ra id  the sweet flowers.

SPIR IT  L IF E .
The clay falls from us, bu t the sp irit still 

Is all unchanged, save in its destined rise 
To h igher beauty, which upon its will 

Depends, as here; not in stan tly  allwise 
And good we grow , nor gifted with the skill 

W rong to discern from rig h t w ith undazed eyes; 
Still round  us, only w ider, the ste rn  rin g  
O f darkness gathers, never vanishing.

<r

T here is nothing so g rea t th a t I  fear to do for m y friend, 
nor nothing so small tha t I  will disdain to do for him .— S ir  
P h ilip  Sydney.

Be f r e e — n o t  chiefly f r o m  the iron chaio,
B ut from the one which passion forges; be 

The m uster of thyself! I f  lost, regain
The ru le  o’e r  chance, sense, circum stance. Be free 

Tram ple thy  proud lusts proudly ’neath thy  feet,
And stand  erect, as for a heaven-born one is meet.

“ Taking them one w ith another,” said the Rev. Sydney 
Sm ith, “ I  believe my congregation to be most exem plary ob­
servers o f the religious ordinances ; for the poor keep all the 
fasts, and the rich  all the feasts.”

P R O S P E C T U S .

• THE SPIRITUAL AGE:
D e v o t e d  t o  R a t io n a l  S p i r i t u a l i s m  a n d  P r a c t i c a l  K e f o r m .

The thoughtless and im patient shut their eyes to danger, 
ra th e r than labor to avert it.

T IIE  NEW  ENGLAND SPIR ITU A LIST AND BRITTAN ’S (N EW  YORK) 
SPIR ITU A L AGE UNITED.

A. E . NEW TON a n d  S. B. BRITTA N, E d ito rs ,
L . B. MONROE, A ssocia te  E d ito r  a n d  B u sin ess  A g en t.

The S p ir i tu a l  A g e  will be published every Saturday, in a  large and elegant folio 
sheet, a t $2 per annum , in v a r ia b ly  in  a d va n c e . One Dollar will be received for six 
months. To clubs, five copies for $S; ten copies for $15; to Boston subscribers, when 
served by carrier, $2.25. Specimen numbers forwarded f r e e  to any p art of the world.

The S p ir i tu a l  A y e  will be, as heretofore, m ainly devoted to the elucidation of the 
nature, laws, relations and functions of M ax ; the mysterious capabilities of departed 
hum an spirits; together with a rational philosophy of Spiritualism , both with respect 
to its essential principles and phenomenal illustrations; and it will be one of its cardi 
nal objects to reduce the accumulated spiritual elements to a  more scientific and de 
monstrative form.

I t  is believed th a t the combination of talent and concentration of patronage secured 
by this union will enable the publishers to present a  paper which will a t ouce take a 
leading position in the ranks of progressive journalism , and which, as an exponent of 
the Philosophy and Practical Uses ;>f the Grand Spiritual Reformation now in progress, 
will be second to no other publication in the world.

P r in c ip a l  O ffice o f  P u b l ic a t io n , NO. 14 BROMFIELD STREET, B o s t o n .

New York Ollice a t  Munson’s Book-store, 5 G reat Jones street

A ddress SPIR ITU A L AGE, 14 Bromfield 6treet Boston.

Single copies of the A g e  m ay be procured of 
Bela M arsh, 14 Bromfield street, Boston. S. K. H o rt, 3 F irst s treet,and  Union Depot, 
Federhen k  Co., 9 Court street, ‘ Troy, X. Y.
A. Williams & Co., 100 W ashington St., ‘ A Hutchinson, 160 Vine st., C incinnati, 0. 
John J .  Dyer & Co., 35 School street, ‘ S. W. Pease A: Co., “
S. T. Munson, 5 Great Jones st.. New York. Woodward & Co., cor. 4th and Chestnut 
A. S. Taylor. 2S'J Third Avenue. 1 st*., St. Louis. Mo.
Dexter k  Brother. * II. Taylor, Sun Building, Baltimore.
E. S. McDonald. TS Central Street, Lowell F. McBriile, Post Office, Charlestown, Mass 
Philip Teare, W oburn, Mass. II. F Williamson, Lake C ity, Minn.
E. S. Ayres, Portland, Me. R. 0 .. Old, Elgin, III.
A. Rose, Hartford, Conn. Geo. Judson, New Haven, Conn.
S. W .Shaw Providence. Alfred Munroe, New Orleans, La.
B arry k  Henck, Sufi R :ce St.,Philadelphia. II.H . Waldo, Itockford, 111.
J .  S. Randall.N orw ich, N. Y. L. Bache, Wellsboro’, Pa

N E W  DEVELOPM ENTS.
By the aid of anew  perceptive power, I  continue to give from the handwriting de- 

rcriptions of persons. F irst—their general appearance, parentage, the condition of 
their birth, and a general review of their past life. Second—their present condition 
both mental and physical, with directions for living to secure health and harmony 
Third—their character and qualifications, with directions for proper pursuits and lo­
cations. Fourth—Miscellaneous m atters relating to business, friends, marriage, losses, 
and all m atters not clear to outside perception.

Terms, f tr  a full reading in nil points, $3; for a reading on each separate point and 
m atters in general, $1; postage prepaid, Ail letters should be addressed to H . L. 
BowKFin, Natick, Mass.

Those wishing to consult me personally, may ,do so on Saturday of each week, a t  
Dr. Charies Main’s, No. 7 Davis street, Boston. !

Persons sending written m atter m ust avoid quotations and the dictation of other 
minds, to secure a correct reading.

N a t i c k ,  Mass.. N o v .  13th, 1S5S. 4S II . L. BOWKER.

FOUNTAIN HOUSE.
A home for Spiritualists, Temperance men and women, and for all others who wish 

for quiet, order and comfort. This house is now under the management of the sub­
scriber, who will always be a t his post ready to attend to the wants of those who may 
favor him with a  call, a t  the corner of H arrison Avenue and Beach street.

39—tf  E . V. W ILSON, M anager for the Proprietor*.

I .  G* A T W O O D ,
MENTAL AND MAGNETIC PHY SICIA N, (LATE OF LOCKPORT, N . Y.), 
H as taken rooms in the Saratoga 'W ater-Cure, where patients desiring treatm ent by 

a  well-developed Ilealing Medium of long experience, m ay expect to receive the kind­
est attention and best treatm ent from him. '

Correct Clairvoyant Examinations, with directions for home treatm ent, $ 5. 
S a r a t o g a  S p r i n g s ,  N. Y.

A. C. STILES, M. D., IN D EPEN D EN T CLAIRVOYANT,
O FFICE, NO. 10G MAI N ST.. BRIDGEPORT, CT.

A true diagnosis of the disease of the person is guaranteed, or no fee will be taken 
Chronic diseases scientifically treated. Strict attention given to diseases of the Eye 
and E ar. Cancers removed, and cure warranted. The Electro Chemical Baths will 
be applied when necessary, for the removal of poisonous minerals from the system. 
Persons from a  distance can be accommodated with good board a t a  reasonable rate, 
near the Doctor’s office. Office hours from 8 o’clock, A. M. to 6 P . M. No patients 
received Sundays.

T H E  HARM ONIAL M A GNETS;
For the cure of disease of the Throat, Lungs and visceral organs, upon new and 

scientific principles; by IIcMrnREY T. Packer, M. D., Harm onial Physician of fif­
teen years’ practice.

Call and see them a t his office in Wood’s Block, nearly opposite the Irv ing  House* 
Cam bridgeport, from 10 o’clock, A. M., till 4, and from 6 till 9 P. M.

N. B. The Dr. has now but one office, where he m ay be found, as above. 45__tf

W M . E . RICE, CLAIBVOYANT M EDIUM  AND PH Y SIC IA N ,
T E R  M S R E D U C E D !

O FFICE No. 7 Davis Street, Boston, M ass. I f  sickness or distance prevent per 
sonal attendance, exam ination can be made from a  lock of ha ir and a  statem ent of the 
leading symptoms, age and sex. Terms, when the patient is ^present, $1; when ab­
sent, $2. Electricity applied when required.

W . E . R. will answer calls to lecture on Sundays. 41__tf

BOARD IN  T H E  CITY
A t 18 and 20 Lagrange Place. I t  is the aim  of the proprietor to combine the com 

forts of a  home with the independence enjoyed a t a  hotel, avoiding the annoyances 
complained of in private houses—poor bread, bad butter, k c .  Persons of sedentary 
habit3 will here always find the varieties of bread which they require. Baths, 
with a  constant supply of warm w ater on each floor, for the use of guests. Terms 
$3 .50 and upwards per week. Transient board $1 per day. 42__tf

M AIN STREET HOUSE, M O NTPELIER, VT.
H as ju s t been opened by J o u n  N e s b > t t .  The public will be entertained a t as rea­

sonable rates as any in the neighborhood. 44

ORAL DISCUSSION. j
J u s t  published. An Oral Discussion on Spiritualism between S. B. B rittan  and !

Dr. D. D. Hanson. 8vo. 145 pp. Price, bound, 63 c ts, paper, 38 cts. For sale by j
S. T. Munson, 5 Great Jones street, New Y'ork. 20 j

M RS. M E TTLER ; S M ED IC IN ES. I
A l l  t h e s e  r e m e d i e s  a r e  c o m p o u n d e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  M r s .  M e t t l e r ’ s  d i r e c t i o n s ,  g i v e n  ! 

w h i l e  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  C l a i r v o y a n c t ,  a n d  a r e  p u r e l y  v e g e t a b l e ,  a n d  p e r f e c t l y  s a f e  u n d e r  

a l l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

M r s . M e t t le r 's  R e s to r a t iv e  S y r u p .—For an  impure state o f t h e  blood, derange 
m ent of the Secretions, Bilious Obstructions, Unequal Circulation, Sick aud Nervous 
Headache, Inactiv ity  of the Liver, Constipation of the Bowels, Irrita tion  of the Mu- 
cuous Membrane, etc. Price per bottle, $1.

Afrs M e t t le r 's  D y s e n te r y  C ord ia l.— A  S to m a c h  a n d  B o w e l C o rre c to r . Price per 
bottle, 50 cents.

M r s . M e t t le r 's  C e leb ra ted  E l i x i r .—For Cholera, Colic Pains, Cramps of the 
8 tomach and Bowels, Rheumatic aud Neuralgic Pains, Bilious Stomach, Fever and 
Ague, and internal injuries. Price per bottle, 50 cents.

M r s  M e t t le r 's  N e u t r a l iz in g  M ix tu r e .—For Bilious Obstructions, Acidity of t he  
Stomach, Dyspepsia, Constipation of the Bowels, Headache, and Febrile symptoms 
occasioned by cold or worms. Price per bottle, 50 cents.

M r s . M e t t le r 's  P u lm o n a r ia .—For Colds, Irrita tion  of the Throat and Lungs, 
Hemorrhage, Asthma, Consumption, Whooping Cough, and all diseases of the Respi­
ratory Organs. Price per bottle, $1.

M r s . M e t t le r 's  H ea lin g ^-O in tm en t.—For Burns, Scalds, Fresh Cuts and Wounds 
of almost every description, Boils, Salt Rheum, Blisters, Swelled and Sore Breasts or 
Nipples, G landular Swelling, Piles, Chapped H ands or Chaffing. Price per box, 25 
cents.

M r s . M e t t le r 's  R e m a rk a b le  a n d  U n p re c e d e n te d  L in im e n t .—For Lameness and 
W eakness of several parts o f t h e  hum an system, Contracted Muscles and Sinews, 
Rheumatic, Inflam m atory and Neuralgic Affections, Callous and Stiff Jo in ts, Spas­
modic Contractions, etc., etc. Price per bottle, $1.

J a m e s  M c C l e s t e r ,  Proprietor.
6—tf  S. T. MUNSON Agent, 5 Great Jones street, New Y'ork.

T H E  PREM A TU RE DECAY OF YOUTH
JU ST PUBLISHED BY DR. STONE, Physician to the Troy Lung and Hygien c 

Institu te , a  Treatise on the Early  Decay of American Youth; the vice of Self-Abuse 
and its direful consequences; Seminal W eakness, and other Diseases o f t h e  Sexual 
Organs in both Male and Female.

The above work, containing the most tnrilling incidents in the practice of the au ­
thor, has received the highest commendation from the leading papers of the Union, as 
one of the most able ever published on the subject of such v ital interest. I t  will be 
sent by mail in a  sealed envelope to any p a rt of the country, free of charge, on re 
ceipt of two stam ps for postage. -

Address DR. siO N E ,
Physician to the Troy Lung and Hygienic Institute, and Physician for Diseases of 

the H eart, Throat and Lungs, 06 Fifth street, Troy, N. Y. *

AN ASYLUM FOR T H E AFFLICTED.
H EA LIN G  by laying on of hands. CHARLES MAIN, Healing Medium, has 

opened an  Asylum for the Afllicted a t No. 7 D a v is  s t r e e t , Boston, where he 
is prepared to accommodate patients desiring treatm ent by the above process on 
moderate terms.

UT Patients desiring board should give notice in advance, th a t suitable arrange­
ments may be made before their arrival. ‘

Those sending locks of hair to indicate their diseases, should enclose $1 for the 
exam ination, with a letter stam p to prepay their postage. Also, state leading symp- 
tom% age and sex.

Office hours from 9 to 12 A. M.. and from 2 to 5 P. M.

MRS. L. W . KEMLO,
H EA LIN G  MEDIUM AND ELECTRICIAN,

C o l u m b i a  B u i l d i n g s ,  Columbia street— 2d Entrance, Room No. 5, B o s t o n .  33— tf

T H E  SICK ARE H EA LED
W ITHOUT M ED IC IN E. JAM ES W. GREENWOOD, Healing and Developing 

Medium, Rooms No. 15 Tremont street, opposite the Museum. Office hours from
9 A. 51. to 5 P. M. Other hours he will visit the sick a t their houses.

Investigators will find a Test, Rapping, W riting and Trance Medium a t the above 
rooms.

MRS. C. L. NEW TON, H E A L IN G  M EDIUM ,
H as fully tested her powers, and will sit for the cure of diseases of a chronic nature, 

by* the laying on of httnds. Acute pains instantly relieved. Chronic Rheumatism, 
Neuralgia, Chronic Spinal Diseases, Pains in the Side, Disease of thc Liver, Ner 
vous Prostration, Headache, k c .  Terms for each sitting, £1.00. Will visit families 
if required. No. 26 West Dedham street, two doors from W ashington street. Bos 
ton. 6—tf

LIGHT BREAD,
W I T H O U T  Y E A S T  OR P O W D E R S .

!D* now  to make l i y h t  delicious Bread with simple Flour and W ater o n ly .  I t  can 
be prepared for the oven in a few minutes (with coarse or fine flour) and m ay be eaten 
•ffarm by invalids without injury. Receipis for H EA LTH FU L COOKING, k c .  
—a little H and Book, price 10 cents by mail; muslin covers, 15 cents. Address 
“  Boston W ater Cure,”  Boston, Mass; also for sale a t Bela M arsh’s, 14 Bromfield 
street.

“  We hare  seen the receipt tried by a  lady who had no faith in it, and who was 
surprised a t the lightne-3 aud sweetness of the bread . ” — P o r tla n d  T r a n s c r ip t , 
A p r il  n t h .  ^ 33—tf

SPIRITU AL, CLAIRVOYANT, AND M ESM ERIC PRESCRIPTIONS,
CAREFULLY prepared by OCTAVIUS K IN G , Botanic A pothecary, 654 W ash 

i ngton street, under Pine Street Church, Boston.
All of Mrs. Mettler’s Medicines for sale as above. t f

DR. G. A. REDM AN TEST MEDIUM,
n a s  returned to the city of New York, and taken rooms a t  No. 103 Fourth Avenue 

near 10th street, where hewill receive visitors as formeily. —tf

N. C. L E W IS, CLAIRVOYANT PH YSICIAN,
lia s  taken the mansion No. 70 Tremont street, where he will examine and prescribe 
for thc afllicted, under the direction of an Indian  Spirit o f t he  olden time. Office 
hours 9 A M to 5 P M.

|ilarsl/s gMcrtistmcnfs.
J U S T  P U B L I S H E D .

A N OTHER IM PORTANT BOOK -BY A . J .  D A V IS!
T h e  subscriber has ju s t issued a  new work, w r i t t e n  a  f e w  w e e k s  s i n c e  V y  J J r -  D t T k  

In  preparing his m atter for the Philanthropic C o n v e n t i o n  a t  U t i c a ,  b c  w r o t e  o a t  e r r  

e r a l  suggestive ideas respecting t h e  Cause and C u r e  o f  Evil, o r  h o w  t o  u o r e r n M  

evil with good,”  which was the g rea t question before that m e m o r a b l e  g a t h e r i n g  o f  

thinkers and philanthropists. This new production is entitled
| T H E  HISTORY AND PH ILO SOPHY OF E V IL ;
, W I T H  S U G G E S T I O N S  F O R  M O R E  E N N O B L I N G  I N S T I T U T I O N S  i l t

I PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEMS OF EDUCATION.
I Some idea o f  this little volume o r  pam phlet m ay b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

ble of contents:
ir-The unity  of tru th . 5. The sp iritual t h e o r y  o f  eril.
2. The ante-hum an theory of evil. 6. The harm onial theory of e ril.
3. The-Tutcr-hum an theory of ev il. 7. T be causes of c iv ilisa tio n .
4. The super-hum an theory of evil. 8. The world’s true  s a v i o u r  d i s c o v e r e d .

9. The Larm onial cu re  of ev il. -
These im portant subjects are all comprised i u  about 120 p a g e s  o c t a v o .  T h e  work 

is printed on good paper and well bouud, both i n  pamphlet covers a n d  i n  m u a U i u  

Single copies a t retail. 30 cents; bound in cloth, 50 ccnts. On receipt o f  p r i c e ,  t h e  

book will be sent by mail, postage free. Quantities a t  wholesale, w i t h  r e a s o n a b l e  d i g  

count, sent per order to all parts of the Union.
Address the Publisher, BELA MARSH, No. 1 4 Bromfield street. B o s t o n -  4 1  t l

H E N R Y  C. W R IG H T ’S BOOKS.
M a rr ia g e  a n d  P a r e n ta g e ; or, the Reproductive Element in M an, a s  a  m e a n s  t o  h i *  

Elevation and Happiness. Price $1.
T h e  U n w e lc o m e  C h ild ;  or, the Crime of an  Undesigned and U n d e s i r e d  M a t e r n i t y .  

Price in cloth, 45 cents; in paper covers, 30 cents.
A  K is s  fo r  a  B lo w ^  or, a  Collection of Stones for Children, s h o w i n g  t h e m  h o w  t o  

prevent quarreling. Price 38 cents; illustrated edition, 62 c e n t s .

T h e  E r r o r s  o f  th e  B ib le  D e m o n s tr a te d  b y  th e  T r u t h s  o f  N a tu r e ;  o r ,  M a n ’ s  

only Infallible Rule of Faith  and Practice. Price in cloth, 3S cents; in  p a p e r  c o v e r * ,

25 cents.
The above are for sale, a t  wholesale or retail, by BELA M A R S  I T ,  K o .  1 4  B r o m f i e l d  

street, Boston. .  4 1 — t f

T H E  GOSPEL OF JE S U S !
Found in the Catacombs of Rome, and translated b y  W e s s e l  G a n s e v o o r t ,  E s q . ,  o f  

Albany, N. Y. Edited by Rev. Gibson Smith. P r i c e  75 c e n t s .  S o l d  b y  B E L A  

MARSII, 14 Bromfield street, Boston, and GIBSON S M I T H ,  C a m d e n ,  M e .  4 1 — 4 t *

T H E  DIAL A LPH A B ET,
This invaluable article for Tipping Mediums is now for s a l e  a t  t h e  l o w  p i i c e  o f  $ 1 . 5 0  

each, and m ay be had of BELA MARSH, No. 14 Bromfield s t r e e t .  4 1 — -t f

WOODMAN'S R E PL Y  TO D E . D W IG H T.
A  New Edition of this excellent work is ju s t published. I t  has b e e n  c a r e f u l l y  

revised and stereotyped, in order to meet an  increased demand, and is p u t  a t  t h e  lo v  
price of 20 cents per copy. A liberal discount a t  wholesale.

BELA MARSH, publisher, 1 4  Bromfield street, Boston. 3 1 — t f

N E W  PUBLICATIONS.
P arker’s Sermon of Im m ortal Life, 5th Edition. P r i c e  1 0  c e n t s .  A l s o ,  P a r k e r * *  

two Sermons on Revivals, and one on False and True Theology. P r i c e  8 c e n t s  e a c h .  

Ju s t  published and for sale by BELA MARSH, No. 1 4  Bromfleld s t r e e t ,  w h e r e  m a y  

be had all the various other writings of the same author, either i n  p a m p h l e t  f o r m  o r

bound in cloth, a t wholesale and retail. 2 1 — t f

PUBLIC ORAL DISCUSSION.
Spiritualism and the Opposition, a t Hartford, between S. B .  B r i t t a n ,  a n d  D r .  D -  D .  

Uanson Price 38 cents. Mrs. H atch’s Discourses o n  Religion, M o r a l s ,  P h i ) o 6 o p l i y  

and Metaphysics. Price $1.00. The M istake of Christendom} o r  J e s u s  a n d  h i s  

Gospel before Paul and C hristianity. Price $1.00. J u s t  published, a n d  f o r  s a l e  b y

BELA MARSH, No. 14 Bromfield street. 1 7 — t f  '

FOUR SERMONS,
Freached in the Yearly Meeting of Progressive Friends, a t  L o n g w o o d ,  P a ^  M a y  

30th and 31st, 185S. By Theodore Parker. Price 17 cents. Also, a  S e r m o n , p r e a c h e d  

on the 4th of Ju ly , in Boston, on the effect of Slavery on the American P e o p l e .  P r i c e

8 cents. J u s t  published and lor sale by BELA M ARSII, 14 Bromfield St. 22—t f

--------------------------------- ■ ■ ■ —  ■ ■— -  - ■ >

PROCEEDINGS OF T H E  F R E E  CONVENTION,
1 « H e l d  a t  R u t l a n d ,  V t., Ju n e  25th,-2Gth. 27th, 1 S 5 S .

J u s t  published and for sale by Bela M arsh, No. 14 Bromfield s tre tt .  P r i c e ,  I n  p a ­

per covers, 50 cents; in cloth G7 cts. The work contains Debates on the B ib te ^ p v -  
ernm ent, Marriage, Spiritualism , Slavery, W oman’s R ights, Free Trade, k c .  33—t£.

R IC E’S SPIR IT  M EDICIN ES.
P u r x fy iv  j  S y r u p , Price $1,00 per bottle. N e r v e  S o o th in g  E l i x i r , P r i c e  50 c e n t s  

per bottle. H e a lin g  O in tm e n t ,  Price 25 cents per box. P u lm o n a r y  S y r u p ,  P rice
50 cent pur bottle.

These Medicines have all been tested and can be relied upon ; t h e y  c o n t a i n  n o  p o i ­

son. They are all p re p a re d  f r o m  s p ir i t  d i r e c t i o n s  b y  W i l l l u i  E .  R i c k .  J a r  s a t e  

by BELA MARSH, 14 Bromfield street, Boston.

N . B . L e t t e r s  m u s t  b e  a d d r e s s e d  to  D r .  N .  C. L E W ts , a s  a b o v e . IS

. GEORGE ATKINS,
H EALING MEDIUM  AND CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN, 

W e b s t e r .  M a s s .

T e r m s —Exam ination when the patient is present, $1; by lock of hair, $ 3 ,  in ad  
vance. 12__

DE. AM M I BBOW N, DENTAL SUEGEON,
24 1 - 2  W I N T E R  S T R E E T ,  B A L L O U ’ S B U I L D I N G ,

i.  / Patients Psycholojrizcri or Entranced, and operations performed without pain.

A. B. CHILD, M. D ., DENTIST,
N O . 15  T R E M O N T  S T R E E T ,  B O S T O N ,  M A S S .

SUFFOLK DYE HOUSE,
CORNER OF COURT AND HOWARD STREETS BOSTON.

,_________________ _____ ____________________________ .  . ____
DE. JO HN SCOTT, MAGNETIC PH YSICIA N,

NO. 16 BOND STREET, NEW  Y'ORK. .
D r. S. cures Piles and Cancers w ithout the use of the knife, (n r  All Rheumatic 

and Chronic Complaints treated with ccrtainty, H ours from 9 A. M. to 5 P . M. 47

MRS. M ETTLER ’S M EDICIN ES.
R e s to r a t iv e  S y r u p —Price $1 per bottle. D y s e n te r y  C o rd ia l—50 c e n t s .  E t i r i r ~  

50 cts. N e u t r a l iz in g  M ix tu r e —50 cents. P u lm o n a r ia — $ 1 .  L in im e n t— $ 1  

H ea lin g  O in tm e n t—25 cents per bo*. For sale by B E L A  M A R S I I ,  N o .  1 4  B r o m

field street, Boston. 1 4 —t f

SPIR ITU A L BOOKS AND PERIODICALS.
CENTRAL DEPOT, NO. 5 GREAT JON ES STREET, N E W  Y O R K .

Office of the Spiritual A g e .

S. T. MUNSON k  C o . ,  Agents, second door E ast o f  B r o a d w a y ,  o p p d s i t e  t h e  L a  

Farge, keep all the Reform Publications, together w ith a  splendid a s s o r t m e n t  o f  S p i r i t  

ual Books, all o f  which will be sold a t the lowest publisher’s p r i c e s  f o r  c a s h .  A l l  p a  

eoua who wish to purchase the class o f ^ i e t f t f s  mentioned, will find i t  f o r  t h e i r  a d v a n  

tage to send their orders to Munson C o . ,  who will g i v e  i n s t a n t  a t t e n t i o n  t o t h e d e  

munds of their customers. Subscriptions received f o r  all

S p ir i tu a l  an d  R eform  P ap ers  a n d  S e r ia l  P u b lic a tio n s .
Books and other merchandise ordered a t our establishment, not e x c e p t i n g  M i s c e Q a  

neous and School Books. Stationery, k c . ,  will be sent through t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  b y  t h e  

press, or in private hands, as may be directed, w ithout d e l a y ,  a n d  a l l  p a p e r *  p e j |  

odicals forwarded as soon as published.
All Spiritualists aud Reformers who visit New York, are requested t o  ean^ i m z o e d i  

ately on their arrival, a t  Munson k  Co.’s, for the purpose of re g is te r in g  th e ir  names 
By this means they m ay become known to the friends in this city , a n d  t h u s  t h e i r  i a  

terests and pleasure may be essentially promoted.
M erchants and others from different parts o f t h e  c o u n t r y ,  w h o  w a n t  a n y  o f  t h e  

Spiritual papers, should call a t the office of T h e  S p ir i t u a l  A g e , a n d  s u b s c r i b e .  T h e  

location is central, and the whole establishm ent on t h e  first f l o o r ,  s o  t h a t  c u r  c a s t o n T  

ers are not required to ascend any lofty flights t o  inaccessible u p p e r  r o o m s  t o  f i n d

S. T. MUNSON k  CO., Agents, No 5 Great Jone s tre tt ,  N Y .

^ H E  FOLLOW ING A RE NOW  READY.
A d d r k s s  delivered before the late Convention in favor of extending t o  1 7 0 X 0 * 1 1  t h e  

Elective Franchise. By Geo. W. Curtis. Price 10 cents, or t o  t h e  t r a d e  a t  $7 p e r  

hundred.
T r a c t s ,  by Judge Edmonds, containing eight in the series. These T r a c t s  f a m i s h  

a  simple aud comprehensive statem ent of the Facts and Philosophy o f  S p i r i t a a l u m  

Price per. hundred $1.50, or 24 cents the serie
T h e o d o r e  P a r s e r ' s  S e r m o n s  o n  R e v i v a l s . —The demand for t h e s e  r e m a r k a b l e  

discourses continues unabated. More than 20,000 have already b e e n  sold. P r i c e  f o r  

: the three discourses, 24 cents, or $6 per hundred.
I Beside the above, the subscriber has a general a s s o r t m e n t  o f  S p i r i t u a l  a n d  B e f m m  

| Publications, and whatever points t o  the Elevation o f  H u m a n i t y ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  

' creeds, but recognizing Truth, come from whence i t  m ay.
| *24—tf  S. T. MUNSON, No. 5. Great Jones street. New Y o r k .

“ Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.”

T H E  PROCEEDINGS OF T H E  RUTLAND CONVENTION
Phonographically reported by Mr. J .  M. W . Y em nton, is ju s t published. T h i s  i a  

a  very full report, in the reading of which the public will be able t o  gather h o w  m u c h  

1 of falsehood aa  1 misrepresentation has betn promulgated anti sent broadcast t h r o u g h  

i out the land by the secular press, claimiug to have a tender regard for, and t o  b e  i n  s e i n e  

sort thc guanlian of the public morals. This book contains about 200 p a g e s ,  l a r g e  o c  

tavo, and will be furnished a t  the very low price of 50 cents in paper o r  6 7  c e n t  

bound. The object not being to si>eculate, but to get the facts before t h e  p e o p l e ,  i t  

; has been concluded to make the pricc a t the lowest possible f i g u r e .  O r d e r s  s e n t  t o  

| the undersigned will meet with prom pt attention. Address S. T. MUNSON,
I 23tf 5 G reat Jones St., New Y o r k

| CIRCLES AT MUNSON’S ROOMS, DAY AND E V EN IN G .
| The subscriber has engaged the services of the celebrated T e s t  Medium, M r .  C .  n .  
j F o s t e r ,  of Salem, Mass. In  place of the large public circles recently h e l d  o n  T u e  a  

: day and Thursday evenings, it is thought best to lim it the num ber t o  a b o u t  e i g h t  

I persons, a t $1 each, as conditions are not ap t to be as favorable i n  l a r g e  p r o m i s c u o u s  

circles. The circles will be formed a t  7 1-2 P. M. on the above evenings. . F o r  t h e  

day and evening circles for private investigation, besides Mr. Foster, o t h e r  m e d i u m *  

of varied gifts are employed. Mediums will be i n  attendance f r o m  9  A  M  t o  1  P  M  

and from 2 to 6 P Mj also, on M onday, W'ednesday, F riday a u d  S a t u r d a y  e r e n i n g a  

Jrom 7 1-2 to 10. 37tf S. T. MUNSON, 5 Great Jones SU, N e w  Y o r k -

“ W HEN CE T H IS  SPIR ITU A L ISM V ’
The N e w  E n g la n d e r ,  the most conservative and able of t h e  A m e r i c a n  l i t e r a r y  

standards, in the course of a  protracted article on Spiritualism , p u t s  t h e  a b o v e  i n q u i r y ,  

The obvious implication is, th a t spiritual phenomena evince an  intelligence n o t  Tiftbte 
and yet reliable. For a  perfectly candid and reliable exhibit of t h e s e  p h e n o m e n a ,  

visit 5 Great Jones street. New York. You will ascertain t h a t  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  “ d e a d ’  

and “ departed”  still interest themselves in thc welfare of their f r i e n d s ,  a n d  s t i l l  

make themselves intelligible to you. Hours, 9 to C private , and f r o m  7  1 - 2  t o  1 0  P  M  

Tuesday and Thursday, public. C h a s .  I I .  F o s t e r ,  M e d i u m ,  w  C e n t r a l  S p i r i t u a l  P u b  

fishing Establishment.”

MEDIUM S W IL L  BE IN  ATTENDANCE CONSTAHTLY.
Day and e\ cniup, a t Mi n.son’s Rooms. S. T . M. has the pleasure of am m nw iiiy 

th a t he has engaged the services of some o the best mediums in the country; t h a  

hours will be from IQ o’clock, A. M. till 2, and from 3 till 5 P. M. E v e n i n g  c i i c t e a  

from 8 till 10. On Tuesday and T hursday evenings the circles will b e  p u b l i c ,  s t  a a  

admission fee of 50 centa. 33tf 8 .  T .  MUNSON, S  G r e a t  J o n e s  S t ,  N e w  T a l k .


