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ON THE CAUSE AND CURE OF EVIL.

An ingquiry after the cause of evil, necessarily implies, that
evil itself is not a final cause. An Jjnquiry into the cause of
good would be a nullity; good, or use, being that beyond
which no human thought or research can penetrate. The gen-
erally accepted theological teaching is, that the universe has
two centres or controlling forces—an infinite grod and a not
very clearly defined, sué-infinite dad ; which latter is the cause
of evil.

Had there been a proper harmonic relation between evidence
and faith with respect to this time-honored dogma, our present
Utica Convention must needs have selected another topic.
The theological statement of the matter is so direct and sim-
ple, that it requires but one addition to render it not only con-
clusive, but satisfactory. The cause of evil is the Dewil; the
cure of it is God ;—renounce the Devil, accept God, and the
world is safe. Nothing can be clearer or more severely sim-
ple. It needs but the element of proof, and its practical value
is forever placed beyond all question; wanting that, it settles
nothing, and is wholly incompetent to the requirements of the
age. So far indeed is it from meeting a universal demand, it
does not cover the ground assumed in the judgment of those
who profess their faith in it. No man, of himself, can make
it available; and hence, the only satisfaction it can afford the
contemplative mind is, that its proffered solution of a grave
inquiry is so far obsolete, as to offer a diminished impediment
on the score of religious prejudice,—to a fearless search for a
more demonstrable cause and o more certain cure of evil.

This is emphatically a problem for the nineteenth century.
The human intellect during these years presses the question
home upon itself, as it has done in no earlier age. The ever-
recurring interrogatory—Iis evil a self-poised centre in the
moral universe, around which its victims revolve, as by a nat-
ural law—seeks its final solution in the light of the living
present. The answer of six thousand years has lost its power.
This century is the battle-ground upon which authority and
knowledge are to settle forever their claims to dominion over
the mind of man. The ages which added precept to precept
are succeeded by that which adds fact to fact. Thfis, as though
there had been no attempted solution, the question returns
upon us— What is the cause of evil, and what is its cure?

The inquiry as to whether or not evil is a force in nature,
involves a search after the central force. As well might the
astronomer attempt an explanation of the phenomena of the
solar system without reference to the sun, as for the moralist
to essay a solution of this“problem without the prior demon-
stration of a central moral fact, around which, and subordinate
to which, all moral phenomena must revolve. Solution, in
any direction, rests upon known and fixed principles. To
every question there must be a central fact, out of which
springs the law of solution, else it were not a question.

What do you find to be the central fact, or final cause of all
manifestation, and how do you find it? One answers, I find
there is no such fact; another replies, I read it in my Bible.
‘What self-sustaining conclusion is possible to those who return
such answers in regard to this or any other matter involving
stability or fixed method? Merely to assume the existence of
a final cause, or flatly to deny it, is in reality to occupy the
same point of helplessness. Indeed, it is more unfortunate, if
possible, to assume, than it is to deny; for he who thinks he
knows, fzels no occasion to inquire; whereas, the man who de-
nies, is under the perpetual spur of his own doubts, which will
assuredly work out his salvation, provided he remains long
enough under their friction. Whoever has sense sufficient to
suggest a doubt, is on the high road to certainty.

Be that, however, as it may; what I urge as indispensable
is, the verification of a central fact in this universe of phe-
nomena. Of the form and name, we may dispute when more
at leisure ; but of the fact itself, we must know somewhat, or
be forever in doubt with respect to the true significance of all
else.

The search is not difficult, nor is the result doubtful. Hith-
erto, the path has been mainly overlooked or neglected ; for-
getting that God could tell of himself, we have mostly relied
upon what some man bas told of him.

Essence is known to us through existence; we know nothing
of intelligence, aside from an organic centre. We sometimes
gpeak of a great atmosphere of intelligence, just as theolo-
gians speak of chaos, as of a condition of matter without law ;
and it may be said, in passing, that into this amorphous limbo
of intelligence—it is sagely asserted by certain philosophers,
curious in their knowledge of the outside of things—the hu-
man mind is dissolved on the destruction of the brain, to re-
appear again (by induction, it may be supposed,) on the con-
struction of another; but the doctrine is an assumption,
wholly unsupported by any known fact. All manifestation, so
far as we know, whether of intelligence or of form, is from a

oentre.

Hence, the intelligence or cause which cannot be traced to
man as a centre, is not, therefore, without one; but it is to be
searched for elsewhere. Iiet it be understoed, however, that
observation and analysis will not reveal to us the God of the
Jews, exactly ; no mere national God, whether Hebrew or
Heathen, will meet the exigency; but it will establish a con-
trolling, central, unitary intelligence and power, name it what
you please.

By authority of chemistry, some sixty-two primary sub-
stances (as it names them,) underlie the whole fabric of or.
ganic manifestation or form; and at the same time it is seen
by authority of the same crucible, that none of these will ac-
count for form. This finding shows the existence of a cause
beyond them. Chemistry having gathered the endless variety
of atomic ultimates existing upon an area of two hundred
millions of square miles, put them into her retort, and reduced
the whole to sixty-two primaries, cannot stop there, for the
reason that the final cause is not in them ; the law of converg-
ence, which has reduced the vast complex of effects to sixty-
two causes, must inevitably reduce the sixty-two to one!
Without pursuing the argument (which is introduced mainly to
illustrate the method,) suffice it to say, that start from what
point we may, the last analysis of pure science reveals to us
Use—UNITY—Gop ! Even so, as for example, the measure of
two sides of a right'angle being given, the length of the re-
maining side can be deduced with absolute certainty.

From this basis of demonvstration, the known fact, that
whatsoever proceeds from a given ceatre or cause, is an ex-
pression of ite essence, becomes a new incentive to the closest
inspection of all phenomenality ; for the reason, that by this
method only, we can learn the nature of the cause. By this
inspection we find that every effect or phenomenon, however
unpromising it may appear in the last analysis, justifies itself
as a use, or in other words reveals to us that, as to intent, it is
both wise and good. Cosmical changes and phenomena—
forms of vegetable and animal life, for ages dcemed evil, and
only evil~yield these jewels alike with every other, when
subjected to the chemistry of thorough knowledge.

The acts of individuals or of nations—the sale of Joscph,
the crucifizion of Jesus, and the persecution of the Puritans,
though execrated by cotemporary virtue, and denounced by
the historian, follow the same law, and yield a like result to
reason enlightened-by experience. Geological revolution and
political rebellion, the war of clements and the war of races,
the fervid heat of the sun and the burning coals of persecu-
tion, look where we may, within this apparent antagonism,
whether of human nature or of “mother nature,” will be
found the golden chord of unity, binding them to the incarna-
tion of a common result, showing them to have a common ori-
gin, to act in obedience to a single intelligence, and to be the
necessary links in the chain of a specific purpose—the ultima-
tion of a Divine manhood.

Now, if all the fruit that has ripened upon this tree of man-
ifestation is found to be good, we shall be compelled to say of
it, that it is an utterance of Goodness itself. In fact, the
quality of goodness instinctively enters into the universal idea
of a first cause. He whose notion of the’ Divine is that of a
Monarck, feels that he must be good and wise, as well as pow-
erful ; but he who has not verified it as a scientific necessity,
will never admit it in his creed, or thought-expression of the
consciousness. We should not mistake the utterance of words
for the expression of ideas. A parrot can say God is good,
but the words are inconsequential to him as they are to any
D. D. in the Christian Church.

To be convinced of this, we have only to observe that which
everywhere presents itself. The world’s preceptors and fault-
finders, be they evangelical preachers or society-reformers—be
they Christians or Infidels, do proclaim by authority of their
whole precepting, that into their consciousness there has been
as yet no birth or vital recognition of a central good and truth.
It sounds strangely, it may be, harshly, to say of the Professor
of nineteenth century Christianity, that he is ¢ without God
in the world,” realizing only the Devil to fear; but if he so
write it down in his creed, and perpetually insist upon it by
all his methods of procedure, there is nothing left for me to
say but that. Granted, if you please, that he means to assert
no such thing; that does not mend the mistake, nor save him-
self or society from its consequences. To his theological per-
ception, God was, and will be, but is not now! He made the
world, and will come again (by proxy) to judge it—that is all.
This honest brother will denounce you and me as infidels should
we demur to the Mosaic cosmogony; but to his consciousness
there is no Divine creation! Chaos and night and the devil
obtain to this hour ! What wonder that a man leaning upon
such a crutch should stumble into the pit of disappointment,
and bruise his shins at everystep, against the granitic rock of
impossibility? He finds the creation as originally designed
and executed to be a failure! The Creator nas stopped busi-
pess and run away ! He has written him down in his theolog-
ical gazette a bankrupt, who, in the final settlement of his
desperate affairs, will be obliged to compromise (in the ratio of |

‘two shillings to the pound) in order to save a remnant of his

personal property, and clear his real estate from' the devil’s |

mortgages! His God having failed, this good brother, who
has been bhis chief book-keeper and confidential clerk for so
long, what is there left for him but failure also ?

But our fault-finding fellow-worker of the scientific mate-
rialistic school, if we are to judge from his perpetnal lamenta-
tion and abortive efforts at # the crank of the universe,” is no
whit better off ; indeed it is certain that he is not. That he
should hold his brother’s God, who is gone into bankruptcy, in
very high esteem, is not naturally to be expected ; but at the
same time, if he will but consider, he has a God who has done
no better. Suppose he does call him Science or law of nature—
names do not change intrinsic values ; the Roman philosophers
called their god Jupiter. The point is this: while adoring
science as the world’s savior, he has found none that explains
to-day. His professipn of faith sets forth that through the
revelations of science, natural law and social order will 2lti-
mately obtain the mastery ; but that fo-day, confusion and dis-
order hold universal dominion.

Now, we may cheerfully sympathize with his mirthful ex-
plosion of the popular Divinity ; no merciful man will object
even to his expunging from his vocabulary the three hateful
little letters which express it ; but when we see him flounder-
ing about in the sea of reform; without the intellectual con-
sciousness of a central idea, to say nothing of a central God,
the joke grows practical. Talk of religious superstition! It
looks respectable compared with the imbecility which prates of
science and quarrels with to-day.

To praise the government of Ged, and the establishment of
Divine order, or to glorify the reign of natural law, in the fu-
ture tense—failing to realize their living presence and perpet-
ual potence in the things of to-day, as well as in the ideal of
to-morrow—finding no substratum, or general basis of causa-
tion—no Divine plan running through the realm of phenome-
nality—is to have none in ourselves,—is to work without one,—
is to result in perpetual mortification and failure.

Whosoever looks into the face of nature with the eyes of a
man (and no other eye can see her), does proclaim with his
whole consciousness that God is good! Thence it follows that
the origin of evil, direct or consequential, is not in him; nor
can its existence, either as a cause or an effect, be in the uni-
verse which is an expression of him. Strict analysis dissolves
forever the strange Trinity of the popular faith, half myth
and half moonshine—-God, Decvil and Nature. It casts the
devil out of all our theologies and philosophies, by its ability
to strike through the mere creed confession, and to establish in
the consciousness the omnipresent God !

When this idea—honored in a sort of left-handed way by
admission of all creeds—is received, not merely by tke faith,
through precept, but into the understanding by induction, its
Divine maguetism lifts the veil from off the face of every

manifestation, and reveals to us what the poet saw as an inev- |

itable sequence of o Divine central soul—that to Him there is

—~——¢1n0 high, no low, no great, no small;
He fills, he bounds, connects and equalsyn]l.”

In the light of this truth, a search after the cause of evil
becomes greatly simplified; and when found, we are aston-
ished that it should have been overlooked so long.

That which, under the name of evil, so afflicts the world, is
a necessity of inexperience.

Humanity is born into the consciousness of the seeming
only, not of the real. Now, the truth is to be sought for
within the seeming; and childhood, or ihexperience, which
naturally accepts all appearance as final, is inevitably beset by
the mistakes incidental to the state, or plan of its develop-
ment.

Of all these mistakes, there is none greater than that which
attaches to these errors of babydom the name of evil, in its popu-
lar signification. Experience finds no difficulty in training them
to-their source in the fountain of inexperience. It is able to
separate the fact from the fallacy, and finally to discriminate
with certainty between the real and the seeming as contained
in this theological enigma of evil.

The moment we abandon assumption ard appeal to fact, the
problem begins to clear itself. We find that the manifestation
of all life is from its germ, of which we have no abstract
knowledge, except that ¢ #s. This,we Lnow ; and farther,
that to build up atomic organisms or individualities, the force,
or what we usually call the law of attraction,is indispensable.
We know also, that there must be a limit to the action of this
force as originating in any given centre or individuality; oth-
erwise there could be but one organic form in the universe. It
is known that each of those life-centres attracts certain substan-
ces from its surroundings and manufactures them according to
the best of its ability into an expression of itself. Both qual-
ity and quantity are limited to the precise reeds or ultimate
possibility of the central germ. Fach takes what it requires,
and rejects the infinite remainder.

Thus, quartz and gold do not live together by affinity, but
by outside pressure; just as an innocent man may be locked
in a cell with felons; or as one who dislikes tobacco smoke is
compelled to inhale it when he comes within the ‘sphere of a
Dutchman, to whom it is fragrance itself. Thus, an oak has

no affinity for the essential peculiarities of the pine; wood
does not blend with iron ; the rose and the thorn-apple, though
standing side by side, are wide apart as the poles.

Look where we will upon the vast area of organio life
stretching out below the human, we observe that antagonism
or repulsion enacts as important a part in the economy of in-
dividuality as affinity or attraction. We observe also, that a
true comprehension of these individual differences resolves all
their apparent antagonism to harmony, and that, on the plane
of use, their values blend. It is seen that the atmosphere, or
emanation, or action of genera and species, and of each mem-
ber of these, though repugnant in a certain sense to every
other, in that great over-sphere of uses, becomes a bow of per-
ennial beauty—and embodiment of its many hues—a prismatic
crystal of unadulterated goodness and truth !’

Think you God’s work presses only upon the shoulders of
twelve apostles ? that the good of the whole is committed to
the tender conscience of the few? These too are apostles and
world-saviors. Every ¢ four-footed beast and creeping thing,”
ay, and the thing that cannot creep, utters its modicum of gos-
pel, and whispers a divine truth into thg.ear of reason. Look
into their Convention, which no Peut«t)xp Utica” can accom-
modate, and hear what they have to say on this subject of
evil. They never lie—their language is their life. Look! one
is food, and another is poison; one will preserve life, and the
other will destroy it. Is not one good and the other evil 7—is
not food a saint and poison a sinner? See now, how badly the
philosopher gets on, who has not cultivated the science of lis-
tening. That was but the echo of his own thought—patience
alone gathers the true reply. -

Poison is bad food, but good medicine. It plays a thousand
parts in the grand drama of uses, besides that of a destroyer.
Tuexperience forcing it out of the natural sphere of its uses,
demanding, for example, that it shall do duty 2s food—insist-
ing that strychnine shall perform the office of wheat—com-
mits just the blunder which is the origin of evil !

In this one example we have the exact character of evil, its
undoubted origin and its absolute cure. The evil complained
of consists of a disagreeable surprise communicated to the con-
sciousness through the organs cf sensation. The cause of it
is ignorance of the nature and uses of ‘the plant. The cure of
it is Anowledge. No physician desires to change the nature or
intrinsic properties of nux vomica; what he aims at is the
knowledge which shall make its properties available. There
is another phase of inexperience correctly typified in the acts
of physical childhood. The nursery is perpetually cramping
its abdominal region and inflicting upon itself all manner of
unnecessary spasms, by reason of its proclivity for unripe fruit.
Green gooseberries are not well adapted to its dietetic needs,
but it seldom has the patience to wait for the sweetness of ma-
turity.

We observe also, in the same connection, that a sack of Pe-
ruvian guano or other fertilizer, is not a grateful offering to
the senses (except-perhaps to the sense of property), but when
it subsequently appears in the form of fruits and flowers, we
place it upon our tables and in our bosoms.

Assuming now, that we have in a good degree considered
these lessons of natural ethics, which God has sent forth
myriads of mineral, vegetable and animal Apostles to proclaim
to all the world, we are prepared to enter upon the solution of
the human problem with a cheerful prospect of success. We
have discovered that it is by the one law that individuality is
expressed—the power of attraction resident in the germinal
essence. The existence of two human beings is demonstrative
that no one can be all attractive. Now, this force of attrac-
tion expresses itself under certain conditions as sensation ; and
in the more perfect spiritual organism of man, its direct ac-
tion, expressed by sensation, and recorded in human speech, is
pleasure, happiness—aoop, &e. Its repellant action is pain,
misery—EVIL,

These terms, when divested of their assumed definition, sim.
ply express the effects upon the sensorium, which stands senti-
nel over the conscious activity of this force; but, intent only
upon its effects, we have failed to realize its existence, and the

necessity for its producing the sensations above stated. To |

have differences of manifestation,—that is to say, the existence
of two or more individuals,—difference, either in the quality
or quantity of substance assimilated, is indispensable. Thus,
a sour apple sets my teeth on edge. Buttermilk is an insult
to my palate. I contemplate lager-bier with superlative dis-
gust. But to the next man they impart sensations exactly the
reverse. Now, the sensation in either case is simply an imper-
fect indication of the value of these substances to the particu-
lar organism, leaving the grand question of intrinsic value to
be settied by that Z%igher tribunal which sees the part they
play in the grand economy of individuality.

There is, then, a well settled physiological necessity for my
not liking precisely as my neighbor does, seeing that, were it
otherwise, I could Zave no” neighbor. This necessity holds as
well with the spiritual organism as with the physical, which is
simply its expression. Hence it is not possible for me to like,
that is, to assimilate with my spiritual structure, qualities and

acts thoroughly congenial to my neighbor. His fruit, or ex-

pression of the growth status, is not to my taste; it is too bit-
ter, perchance, or too acid, and I have a natural right as well
as power to reject it, and to denounce it as evi, if you please,
70 ME. The mischief arises from the ignorance which trans-
scends this right of the individual—making my own sensa-
tions the adsolute standard. I call my neighbor’s fruit evil, in
the sense wherein I am 7o judge, and then am natarally af-
flicted with hysterical horror, that ze should like it any better
than myself.

This error begets universal misunderstanding, and sets a
man, as Jesus expresses it, with a whole beam of wood in his
own eye, to removing hypothetical paw-dust from that of his
brother Thus, the devoted follower of George Fox, who relig-
iously believes that a wide-skirted drab coat and a hat to match
is the only costume acceptable to God, is greatly troubled when
his brother (who professes to love God as well) appears in a
red coat with little or no skirt at all, and for hat, perchance,
sports a brimless chapeau surmounted with the cast plumage
of a bird’s tail !

From their platform of Z%at, it is not possidle for these to
understand each other. The Quaker denounces the soldier as
a “man of sin and son of perdition,” and the soldier ridieules
the Quaker as a superstitious or hypocritical fanatic. They
cannot see in each other the expression of widely different
though equally important uses in the existing epoch of human
development, alike to pass away and be forgotten in the higher
which is to follow it.

Who shall estimate the blessings secured to the race forever
‘through the means of war? The equally useful apostles of
peace, looking perchance upon the carnage and devastation of
the ¢ Revolution”—seeing only the battle-field, without refer-
ence to antecedents or conmsequents, could but denounce the
war as the greatest of evils. Time has shown that, to both
nations, it was productive of incalculable blessings. But the
fiery non-resistant who pierces human hearts with a pen instead
of a sword, cannot see that George Washington and George
Fox, each in his own Jest way, was doing the same thing—that
they were not only maintaining principles, but identically the
same principle. ‘

Here again the contemplative soul is blended in tunefal ac-
cord with the poet, who sings: .

¢« All nature is but art, unknown to thee;
All chance, direction, which thou can’st not see,
All discord, harmony not understood,—
All partial evil, universal good.””

The grass is green to-day upon those blood-red fields; where
armies fought, the sheep are feeding. The clangor of battleis
lost in the lowing of flocks and herds. Not a trace of the de-
struction to city and hamlet, neither festering wound nor un-
sightly scar is to be found upon the face of the continent
which poured out its blood in that mortal strife, The white
wings of commerce are upon all its waters. For the march of
armies and the roar of hostile cannon, is the marck of im-
provement, the whistle of the locomotive and the clatter of ma-
chinery. For forts it builds school-houses. Its arms are the
plow, the loom, the anvil and the pen. .

On the Tth of August, 1858, as I was musing over a section
of the chain forged by an ancestor (whose life is within my own
memory) and it reached across the Hudson river to prevent
the farther ingress of the hostile British, the pulse of the
whole nation was quick, as in the presence of a miracle, before
the fact, that across the Atlantic had been stretched a chain,
not to obstruct the ingress of the British people, but to invite
it—to bind a peoples in our fraterfial embrace!

Mark how grim war relazes his iron muscles, and his gory
locks turn golden in the perennial dew of progress, as detach-
ments from what were once hostile navies meet in mid-ocean to
build a common thoroughfare beneath its mysterious depths,
along which mind shall travel, Zdeas shall speed like light, and
continents shall utter their thoughts !

Looking back from this sunlit summit of achievement,
through the causes which underlie it, we see that lust for gold,
thirst for power, rival ambition and brutal war have been the
fangs and talons with which the monster sin has torn this suo-
cess from the heart of the unknown and the impossible, and
set it like a diamond on the brow of the ages, whose light shall
outlive the stars!

This mighty conquest over matter and time and elemental
war, was not in all the consciousness of its many causes. They
have builded better than they knew, and differently. Where
they sought only to.secure a private fortune, they have added
to the wealth of the world. The tree of selfishness which
they planted is beautiful with the blossoms of fraternal love.
They scattered the seeds of discord broadcast, and lo! the
fields are whitening with the harvest of peace!

Here again is exemplified and demonstrated to the senses,
what every true poet soul has seen—a Divine central plan—

¢ From seeming evil still educing good,
And better thence again, in infinite progression.”’

Does the man of peace then, when he denounces war, ex-
press a universal truth or an individual sensation? As we
answer this question, so we dispose of the whole chapter of

denunciation.
[COXTINUED oX BECOND PAGE-]
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EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
THE PHILANTHROPIC CONVENTION AT UTICA,

‘We left Boston at three o’clock on Thursday afternoon, Sept.
Oth,and twenty-four hours later were set down (not “pent up”) in
Utica. Of the journey we cannot now say more than that, from
Springfield westward, the route was new to us, and everything

had the interest of novelty. We arrived in that unenviable
" condition unavoidably incident to a long ride upon the * light-
_ping express train,” amid clouds of dust, with the thermometer

at 98. Due attention, however, to the wants of both outer

and inner man,——conveniences for which we found at Bagg’s.

Hotel,—speedily ¢ cured” these * evils ” incidental to a rapid
individual ¢ progress,” and prepared us in due time to give at-
tention to the * cause anud cure of evil,” in the great world
around.

We found the ‘¢ Philantbropic Convention” in session, its
organization perfected, and its members diligently engaged in
the arduous work of curing evil by resolves and speeches. We
learned that our name had been honored by a place on the
business committee, although the office proved a perfect sine-
cure, as we were called upon to perform no duties.

It is not our purpose to attempt any report of the proceed-
ings—a sufficiently full abstract having been kindly prepared
for our paper by the Secretaries. We shall here merely glance
at some of the characteristics of the oceasion.

In point of talent brought out, the Convention was little if
at all inferior to that at Rutland, many of the speakers being,
in fact, the same persons. The doctrines put forth were also
equally radical and revolutionary, and quite as repugnant to
the feelings and prejudices of the community in which they
were uttered. In fact, the choleric Uticans seemn less able to
bear with patience what they deem the ¢ blasphemies” spoken
against their cherished ideas and institutions, than the more

_immobile Vermonters ; and repeatedly, during the sccond and
“third days, was it found difficult to keep the turbulent ele-
-ments under any measure of control. The President, Mr.
“Hiteheock, of Oneida, in these exciting and trying scenes man-
ifested remarkable qualifications for his difficult position. The
- knowledge of the fuct that the Sheriff of the County (who, with
isome of his deputies, are avowed Spiritualists) had a sclect
police force at hand, ready for an emergency—also that the
Mayor of the city had given out word that ¢ there should be
order or blood” on the occasion, and was himself presenta
part of the time,—probably alone prevegted a violent disruption
- of the meeting. So far are the Uticangacking that confidence
in trath which fears nothing from error, so long as the former
i8 free to combat it ! But the citizens of Utica are not alone
in this, if that is any apology.
The treatment received from the press, so far ag it came
under our notice, was about on a par with that accorded to
the occasion before alluded to—unfair and dishonorable to
the last degree. We should make no complaint of any
amount of harmless ridicule or sport in which reporters may
see fit to indulge for the amusement of their readers, (and
such Conventions are seldom wanting in legitimate materials
for such amusement)—provided tbat, when professing to give
the words or sentiments of speakers, they do so with any ap-
proach to fairness or truthfulness. This, we are compelled to
say, they often and persistently failed to do, thereby evincing
a moral recklessness quite reprehensible and as dangerous to
the public weal as would be that which they make such pre-
tence of rebuking, provided it had any existence. For exam-
ple, the meeting, like its predecessor, was almost universally
heralded as a ¢ Free-Love Convention,”—whereas we are
confident that in no resolution or speech presented was the the-
ory or przctice of what is popularly meant by that term advo-
cated or countenanced ; while on the contrary, many of the
speakers went out of their way to clear their skirts of all sus-
picion of it. But it seems to have been a foregone conclusion
with these veracious guardians of the public morals, that the
whole aim was solely to the promotion of unrestrained licen-
tiousness, and that something monstrous was meant, whatever
was said. For proof, read the following from the Utica Herald,
written at the close of the first day’s session:

¢ About everything else they talk at random, but on Free Love they
speak studiedly. They maintain it, nnd put.it forward alluringly and
step by step. They have calculated the degress by which the pernicious
doctrine m\nybe advanced. They are not restrained by any respect
for society or-morality.”’

This is but a sample of much more in the same spirit, which
in faet needed no other disproof, than the report itself fur-
-nished in the same paper.

The prominent participators in the Convention, it seemed to
us by their readiness to brave public opprobrium, gave suffi-
cient evidence of their earnestness, and their confidence in the
reotitude and benevolence of their own intentions, however
mistaken may have been their theories. DMere pleasure-seek-
ers and lovers of sensnal indulgence do not look for it in this
way, for they well know that notoriety is unfavorable to such
ends. The conservatives must yet learn that these men and
women, for the most part, are tremendously and unselfishly
in earnest for the good of mankind—and that no opposition
which does not make this acknowledgement will be of any
avail. If they are mistaken, let that be plainly and kindly
shown, and the better way clearly pointed out; but denuncia-
tion and opprobrium are utterly wasted upon them.

The natare of the main question under consideration—¢ the
cause and cure of evil”’—led of necessity to the discussion of
subjects of vital interest which have heretofore been generally
excluded from the public platform, as cither too sacred or too
indelicate for the place. OFf course, all refereénce to such top-
ics, in valgar and prurient minds, is “ obscene” and * shock-
ing,” and this accounts for the shrieks of ¢ virtuous indigsa-
tion” which are heard against all who venture upon their dis-
cussion. Bat if we do not much mistake the fact, sensible
people of both sexes are fast coming to the conclusion that
popular ignorance and fastidiousness on those subjects are not

sure conservators of virtue; but, on the contrary, are fearfully
productive of vice. Such, at least, was the prevailing senti-
ment of speakers at this Convention, and hence they did not
shrivk from what they conceived to be duty, nor, we opine,
did any pure-minded man or woman regret the result.

Thus much in defence. Now, an earnest word of criticism,
which we think is equally demanded. Most of the speakers
who undertook to philosophize upon evil, failed to discriminate
clearly, if at all, between different kinds of what are called
evils, which are in our view as totally unlike, in cause, nature
and cure, as are cold, hunger and virulent poison. Earth-
quakes, wintry winds, shipwrecks, errors of judgment, and vio-
lations of known right, were all put in the same category.—
Ignorance was declared to be thc sole source of human er-
rors, in the last analysis, and hence knowledye the only requi-
site of cure—and this in the face of the fact that thousands,
if not the vast majority of men, live in the daily and constant
practice of what they Znow and freely acknowledge to be
In the address which we had the honor to submit
near the close of the Convention, a very different position was
maintained. :

Besides this, we were pained with necdless and scemingly
wanton outrages upon the religious sensibilities of the audi-
ence. It seems evident to us that people can be elevated and
reformed, not by trampling upon and blunting the finer and
tenderer susceptibilities of the soul, but by appealing to, culti-
vating and enlightening these. Again, there was much of a
tendency to indiscriminate and wholesale repudiation of the
Bible and Christianity, or of ideas and doctrines taught in
them, regardless of their truth or falsity. The facts of native,
inherited depravity, the necessity of regeneration, of overcom-
ing *the flesh” by the quickening of * the spirit,” the certainty
of an eternal hell (inharmony) without it, and of heaven with it,
and many others which form a part of true Christianity, are
written in our cowstitutions, as well as in the Bible, and
But our
apace is limited, and we must hasten. The chief value of these
Conventions, in our estimate, is net so much in the truth that
is spoken, as in the fact that they arouse the public mind to
inquiry on questions of the utmost practical importance, as a
result of which agitation the truth will sooner or later be at-
tained.

wrong.

are not to be ignored by any real reformer.

. WESTWARD Ho!
On Monday, leaving Utica to subside again into its

_wonted mental quiet, we pressed onward toward the Great

West. We tarried two hbours in the city which had
been immortalized as the birth-place of the ¢ Rochester
Knockings,” and visited the Genesee Falls, which would bave
been a magnificent spectacle, only that there was no fall—the
water being wholly diverted for manufacturing purposes.
About eleven o'clock we crossed the Great Suspension Bridge
at Niagara, and spent the remainder of the night in the
Queen’s dominions,—the roar and jar of the great cataract,
two miles distant, allowing but broken and fitful slumbers. In
the morning, at an early hour, we wandered out alone, and
got our first view of that stupendous Symbol of Majesty from
the cliff in front of the Clifton House, by the light of the ris-
No words that
we can use will convey any idea to one who has not seen Niag-
ara—and to one who has, they would be but mockery. Suf-
fice it to say, that after spending some hours in gazing
upon this wonder from different points upon both the Canadian
and American sides, we felt so oppressed and overpowered by
a sense of awfulness, majesty and resistless might, as to be
glad to retire, and postpone to some future occasion a more
intimate acquaintance with this sublime phenomenon.

The iron horse soon transferred us to Buffalo, and thence by
the shore of the blue Erie to Westfield. Irom this place,
yesterday, by stage, over a most delightful route, and by
stcamer across the beautifal Chautauque Lake, we reached the
hospitable mansion of our friend Dr. Wellington, of the
Jamestown Water Cure and Educational Institute, at which
A.E. N,

ing sun! But weshall attempt no description.

we now write.
Janestowx, N, Y., Sept. 16, 1858.

DeveLopMENTS OF THE FuNcL.—We learn that one Williams,
who lectures on Physiology, and also on I'ree Love in its more
repulsive aspects, i3 prosecuting his labors in the name of
Spiritualism. Ile recently visited North Brookfield, and after
speaking on his favorite theme with such freedom of phraseol-
ogy and coarsencss of illustration that he drove nearly all the
ladies and many of the gentlemen out of the house, he pro-
ceeded to assure those who remained that what he had been
teaching was Spiritualism. But the Spiritualists in that place
readily perceived that said Williams had as little knowledge
of their faith and philosophy as he appeared to have of decency
and morality.

Now if the enemies of Spiritualism want to outrage the
moral sense of more respectable people, let them do it on their
own responsibility. 1f one is disposed to go like the swine to
¢ wallow through the mire,” we will not compiain, provided he
does not return to besmear our garments with his filth, But
when a man has the cool effrontery to claim the unqualified
sanction of Spiritualism for the gross indulgences of the flesh,
we may take the liberty to strike off his mask. This may be a
painful duty ; but the sacrificed ones ought not to complain,
since thousands of purer, wiser and nobler men have served

the truth by being crucified. g B. B,

Separarion or Cora Harcu axp Tome Docror.—There is
truth in the statement which has gained currency in the secu-
lar papers, that Cora Hatch bas left her husband. They have
lived separately for some wecks, and there is little probability
that she will again accept a place into which, on a theory re-
cently advanced by the Doctor in a public print, she may have
becn ¢ psychologized” by some * demon” in the flesh.

At present we are not quite at liberty, did we feel inclined,
to discuss the nature of the influences which brought about a
matrimonial union (?) between a frail child of sixteen summers
and a man who had seen the ice of more than forty winters—
a fourth marriage at that. Thus much we will venture; in
any event, the sympathies of the community will be strong
with the gentle, inspired girl who has gained respect and aft
fection wherever she has moved.

O

D. K. Mi~xor.-—The many friends of this estimable gentle-
man and earnest Spiritualist, will be happy to learn of his
safe arrival, with his daughter, at DMelbourne, Australia, on
the 15th of July last, having made the voyage out in 104
days. Both father and daughter are well and in excellent
spirits. May Mr. Minor find in his new home a minor’s health

- and a miner’s wealth, which he richly deserves.

Hore nE wiLy BE CoxveErTED.—The Vanguard proposes
that April 1st, 1859, be set apart by all the churches as a day
of prayer for the conversion of the Devil—a consummation de-
voutly to be wished.

: THE PHILANTHROPIC CONVENTION.
Ar Utica, N. Y., 8epr. 10th, 11th and 12th.
SECOND DAY—EVENING SESSION.

After an opening song from Miss Hiccixs,

Mrs. Mary F. Davis proceeded to address the Convention
in support of the Resolutions previously offered. She said
that she had enlisted against the oppression and degradation
of women ; but she would pass over the cause of evil and look
at its cure. Claiming at the outset the natural position of
womau to be that of the mother of humanity, she proceeded to
discuss her claims to rights and privileges denied her by man.
In a very beautiful allusion to the worship of the Catholic
Church, she said that the adoration so long bestowed upon
« Mary Mother,” may in time be given to all women, and
suggested that the Lord’s Prayer might in time be amended to
¢ Qur Father and Mother who art in Heaven.”” Beyond the
rubbish of the church, the eternal law of progress appears, and
the law of God becomes actualized in the true life of man.—
Thus far, woman’s mission, as well as her nature, bas been
grossly and criminally underrated, and she has fallen into a
subordinate position, but she would rise. To be, is greater
than to do. The soul’s life is superior to all its acts. They
who sit in meditation have given birth to thoughts which have
disturbed nations. Very lofty is the genius that can at once
conceive and construct a great work. Thus, quietly do crea-
tions of the true artist float into life. Genius comes still as
the sun to awaken all earth into a blooming welcome. Quoting
Emerson, she said, every one can do his best thing easiest. In
all things men have enlisted and triumphed by certain invol-
untary tendencies. In this they have proved themselves men
of womanly natures. The soul embued with womanly attri-
butes will most rapidly glide into achievements of artistic beau-
ty. Asnature is strong to emulate man, so the creations of
man’s genius ascend in regular gradations to the attainments
of woman.

Mrs D. here discussed and defined the physical progress of
the race, and then turned to spiritual progress as developed in
science, architecture, poetry, musie, painting and sculpture,
and held that in these, man has drawn his inspiration from wo-
She is the world’s great natural artist. Her character-
istics prove it. The true originator accomplishes his task by
the propulsion of involuntary energy. Noiseless and seques-
tered are his operations. He makes no boast of huge strength.

The elements of the true artist are all to be found beauti-
fully developed in the true woman. When I draw a compari-
son, I but show bow nearly he approaches the divinity within-
her soul. Woman takes the lead in heroism and all noble
qualities, in a spiritual sense. In a direct sense she leaves her
impress upon her offspring. .

In the loving apns of living mothers you may find great liv-
ing types, more beautiful than artistic pictures. FProuder
might Rome be of her living mothers than of her artistie stat-
uary within her walls.

The artist has moulded a statue of Washington for our ad-
miring gaze, but what language can express the grandeur of
that mother who gave to the world Washington himself?

Thus far she had treated woman as an artist in an ordinary

man.

sense.
the originator of immortal existences. She stands second
only to Deity—very near the great Iather. Iler creative
work can scarcely be estimaled. She reproduces the ultimates
of life. The immortal spirit receives its being from woman.—
She makes the first impression upon the soul. With what
powc‘r is she thus invested! Greater than governments, schools
or religious organizations, is the mother of all mankind, for
the weal -of the npations. Fathers impart themselves to
their offspring—mothers impart not only their characters, but
impress their emotions, thoughts and surroundings upon their
unborn offspring. Therefore should she be educated and priv-
ileged to the extent of her claims. She should take exercise
in the open air until her body blooms into health. Knowledge
should be opened out before her, and her every faculty should
be expanded and enriched. DMorally, the noblest teachings in
example and in society should be awarded her.

In marriage woman should be mistress of herself. Let her
be eanobled and enfranchised, aud her offspring will bear all
the fruits and perfection of bhuman nature. When all these
things shall be secured, will come the reign of a universal
brotherhood.

Mrs. D. in conclusion alluded to the degradation of woman,
to her toils and hardships, to the causes which drive her to un-
happy marriages or prostitution, and concluded by an eshor-
tation to the sex to labor for their own elevation and purity.

Now she would speak of her in a higher secose, as

Dr. WoorverToN, of Canada, presented the embodiment of
his conception of the cause of evil as follows:

That evil is not a principle in nature foreign to the sinner;
abstract evil cannot be found. Neither is it of organic ori-
gin, but a functional derangement, originating or being born
from inharmonious relations, and developed by ignorance,
mystery and superstition.

Mr. Urian CrLARE, of Auburn, desired to hear the genuine
Spiritualistic idea of the causc and cure of evil. He then pro-
ceeded to indulge in a strain of criticism upon the ideas ad-
vanced respecting reproduction, with a choice of language that
was satisfactory to a portion of the audience.

Mrs. Brirr said she had formerly at times occupied a very
combative position with respect to existing cvils. She had
passed that period, but there were some who felt that Spirit-
ualistic Conventions had been represented as voleanic in their
character. It was necessary for some to give vent to their
feelings—to pour out the accumulated lava.

After passing hurriedly over the current ideas of marriage,
women, &c., she proceeded to point but the superiority of the
spiritual philosophy of interior growth—the recognition of hid-
den interier qualities within the human soul, eapable of regulat-
ing the life of the individual—to thatold theology thattaught the
idea of serving a God whose vigilance and care it was possible
to evade.

- The reputation the world gives 2 man is of small moment.
The cry of Free Love was to be little heeded.
to live down these calumnics, (Applause.)

Mrs. Dr. MiLier WaLEkr, of Rome, offered the following
resolution, exemplilying her principles by a neat and tasty
“bloomer” dress.

We need only

Whereas, Woman is made helpless and dependent by her dress,
wearing bonnets that afford no protection whatever for the best part of
the brain and eyes, long, expansive crinoline, tight waists, bringing
discase and premature death upon themselves and posterity, and unfit-
ting herself to engage in honorable, paying employments, although
woman needs just as much to clothe and feed her as man; therefore,

Resolved, That a change in the dress of woman will do more to pro-
mote virtue and prolong life thap all other efforts combined.

THIRD DAY—DMORNING SESSION.

The session was opened with music by the Troy Harmonials.
Mr. Davis presented what he regarded as a fair synopsis or
summing up of the work of the Convention, during the two

days passed, with the following resolutions.
the main points under discussion tbus far.

Resolved, That the primary cause of evil is referable to parentage,
by which we receive both body and soul.

They embodied

Resolved, That evil in its last analysis is ignorance;—an organic
fact incident to human existence. .

Resolved, That the monogamic marriage is a divine relation spring-
ing from an universal and immutable law of Nature’s God; and that
the evils and sufferings experienced by the married are referable not to
the law, but to man’s ignorance, and therefore abuse of the sacred re-
lations which grow out of it.

Resolved, That sin results from evil, evil from error, error from ig-
norance; and that ignorance is the first estate of an immortal being
whose individuality is eternally to be swayed and regulated by the laws
of Association, Progression and Development.

Mr. Ranvorer (colored gentleman) offered .the following
resolution, upon which he desired action:

Resolred, That this Convention resolve itself into & permanent insti-
tution, having for its objects the same that originally called it into be-
ing; that it appoint officers, who shall convene it at least once a year;
and that it be known as the National Reform League.

Mr. Grazier, of Michigan, offered the following as an
amendment :

Resolved, That the Convention become an Anniversary—an annual
gathering of men and women who seek wisdom to * overcome evil with
good;”” are earnest to be frce themselves and to make all others free;
and that the calling of the next annusal meeting be left with Andrew
Jackson Davis, at his discretion as to time and place.

Resolved, That this Convention request Andrew Jackson Davis to
write out and publish his views and plans for ¢ overcoming evil with
good.”’ -

Mr. Raxporre opposed the motion.
Davis as his earthly God.

Mr. Grazier said he endorsed the last sentiment heartily,
but what was everybody’s business was nobody’s. He merely
contemplated putting the work of calling the next anniversary
in the hands of a committee.

Mr. Davis had no desire to control, or exercise the least an-
thority over any individual. He understood the Resolution to
contemplate a merc business matter. If so, he would accept
the duty if desired.

Mr. SterLING moved to lay it on the table. Carried.

Dr. R. T. Havrock, of New York, then addressed the Con-
vention on the Cause and Cure of Evil. [Ilis lecture will be
found elsewhere in this paper.]

[BEPOBT CONTINUED XNEXT WEEK.]

He didn’t accept A. J.

THE HARMONIAIL: COLONY MOVEMENT.
ARE SPIRITS SAFE GUIDES ?

A correspondent-—Mr. C. Church, of Otter Creek, Mass.,
whose letter is too long to print entire—infers (from our remark
appended to Mr. Gates’ communication relating to his project-
ed Harmonial Colony—See AcE, August 14th) that we have
doubts in regard to the sincerity of modern reformers, and
their ability to successfully do away with the follies and evil
Our
skepticism had relation specially, to neither of these points.—

practices now prevalent in scciety. This is a mistake.

But we do seriously doubt if the great majority of those who
are earnestly seeking for a better social state, have any correct
idea of the 7eal causes of existing evils, or what is necessary
to remove them, and establish a permanently better society.

Our correspondent seems to think that ¢¢ our invisible friends
possess the ability to instruct us” in these matters, and, more-
over, are * sufficiently disinterested to be governed by strict
justice in all things, and have the power as well as the desire
to aid the earth-child at all times th\n sympathy demands.”
He thinks, therefore, that the main reqlﬁﬁte to success in such
an enterprise is that ¢ faith which will lead to a submission to
the disinterested guidance of spirits.”

We are compelled to disagree with this opinion. The numerous
enterprises alreadyundertaken in blind obedience to spirit-direc-
tions, and which have proved ridiculous failures, ought to
teach more wisdom. If this ¢ Harmonial movement” is to
be entrusted to such guidance, (as we presume it will not) we
risk little in prophesying that it will go the way of all the oth-
ers we refer to. At least, if the Higher Powers have the wis-
dom which they ought to possess, they will surely take some
effectual means of destroying such debasing and emasculating
reliances, Submission to spirit-guidance, any farther than it
is fully coincided in by our own active reason, judgment, and
highest intuitions, is slavish and enervating, and can never
promote real human advancement. To say nothing of falling
under the lead of scheming and ill-disposed intelligences, we
do not believe it is in the power of spirits—however wise or
benevolent they may be—or even of God himself—to raise
man to higher social conditions any faster than his own MAN-
1oob is developed, and his HEART PURGED of selfishness and
every lurking evil.

That a company of intelligent men and women, agreeing in
certain fundamental principles, may, by purchasing a township
by themselves, excluding speculators, idlers, grog-shops, and
guch other instrumentalities of debauchery and social misery as
they may, secure to themselves a degree of freedom from some
of the common evils of society, we do not doubt. But we have
found that * social harmony ” and * friendly relations” do not
result as a matter of course, from mere proximity of those
who agree in some speculative belief, whether it be Socialism,
Christianism, or Spiritualism. The causes of inharmo-
ny lie deeper, and unless the heart is thoroughly probed,
and its soil purged of the sceds of evil, these will con-
tinually spring up to mar and desolate even the most inviting
home.

We perceive that enthusiastic and sincere reformers are too
apt to overlook this cardinal truth, and for that reason we
called the attention of those interested in this projected colony
to it, that too great results might not be anticipated from mere
external association.

TLet it not be inferred, however, that we are unfriendly to
earnest attempts at social improvement, on almost any basis,
however superficial or erroneous it may scem to us. Those
who enlist in such efforts will be likely to acquire wisdom by
their experience, whatever it may be. And wben the world
has amassed a sufficient fund of experience-bought wisdom, we
doubt not it will be able to achicve success in this direction,
as in others. A. E. N,

Osntaixep tHe Evibexce.—It affords us a pleasure which
we doubt not will be shared by our readers, to learn that Dr.
Hoyt, of Syracuse, whose correspondence on the subject was
published in the AGE of week before last, has obtained con-
vincing evidence of the continued life, love and presence of his
In a note to Mr. Putnam he says:

¢ Since I wrote you I have visited New York, and there found the
precious beon I so much desired—a certainty, of not only immortality,
but the immortality of my dear loved ones. I am now, as Mrs. Davis
expresses it, as sure of this one thing as [ am of my own existence. Is
not this & pearl of great price ?”

precious children.

Rev. Joun Prereont.—This venerable clergyman, whose
name is almost a houschold word in New England, speaks at
the Melodeon next Sunday. Skeptics, go and hear him!

SPEECH OF DR. R. T. HALLOCK.
[CONTINUED FROM FIRST PAGE.]

When we use the term evil to express the quality of our own sensa-
tions, though we may have selected a clumsy word, we do but exercise
a patural right, arising from the necessity of our being; but when we
gpeak of it as of a reality, or outworking power in the universe—that is,
when we say of & man that he is evil, and that his deeds are as sube
versive of Divine order and use, as they are repulsive to us, then do
we abandon the solar system of eternsl law and central fact—then do
we say to the all-wise, I am wiser than thou, and to the all-geod, I am
better than thou.

In its own conceit, the child always knows best. The wuniversal
child-prayer is not for wisdom, but for power. What reformer who

of it in four and twenty hours from this minute, were he as powerful
as he feels himself wise? His battle with the world is a perpetual
proclamation, that he is better and wiser than God, only not so strong.

Were evil a natural fact instead of a natural mistake, it would be

incurable; that is to say, were man intrinsically bad, he could never
be made good. There is no such thing known as a transfer of individ-
uality. Iron never becomes gold; good alone can be changed into bet-

ter and best; hence that which is improvable, is good, and not evil.—

Hence the thing that is, is good, for all things are improvable.

Now if these truisms are reliable, the cure of evil as applied to an in-

dividual, is not the conversion of & sinner into & saint, (which would

be a greater miracle than for a potato to turn into a pippin) but in the

growth of & good, into a better—of a boy into & man. In other words,

the cure of evil is to help the patient to express himself. A much great-.
er mistake, or evil, than any the theological reform practice bas set out
to cure, is in its mode of treatment. The doctors are more dangercusly

ill than any of their patients. In the first place, their practice creates

the evil of which they complain. There could be no evil in this world

to-day, were not its reformers of the fault-finding stamp the greatest

sinners. To every living child on the face of the earth, there is (in

judgment of 1aw) a full grown man and woman. Here are twostrengths

to one weakness—two doctors to one patient—two reformers to one sin.

But, if the men and women be not themselves babies, the strengih

moral imbecility, the doctors quacks, and the reformers ignoramuses,
how are we to account on any rational principle, for tbe reverse

progress, or advance backward at present so universally deplored?

Now, there are those who can never see a Dead Rabbit—the eye sees
only that which the mind has the power to comprehend. No thief can
steal their treasure, no murderer can take their life; make trash your
treasure, and it may be stolen; make your life beefsteak walking about
upon *‘ railroad securities,”” and an Irishman’s shillelah may deprive
you of it. There could have been no chattel slavery to lament, had we
not first made a slaveholder of God! Had not we first loved gold,
there could have been no thieves! The sinper is an exact copyist
throughout; he loves precisely what the saint loves, and answers bate
with hate. To every tweedledum comes the responsive tweedledes
—the saints hoard and the sinners steal.

Then, instead of helping the neighbor to express himself, it is usually
insisted that he shall express the features of the individual who proffers
the aid. One man feels that his neighbor is greatly in need of the gos-
pel, and is anxious with all his heart to supply it; but then, he expects
him to grow it into a Presbyterian; should it turn out a Universalist,
he would be disappointed. Thisis the folly : no human germ can be
permitted to extract what it can of value from the world’s experience,
for the natural purpose of expressing its own individuality, but must
needs crook itself into the form of that which supplies the nutrition.

The farmer missionary, when he brings the gospel or elements of re-
form te his ¢¢ wanting’® potatoes, never insists upon their immediate
conversion into turnips; he is satisfied that the ‘“means of grace’’ shall
ultimate in turning all his *¢ small potatoes’” into large ones—each into
the best of its kind. Not so with the humanculturist; he insists that
every individual shall be, not himself, but somebody else. In his con-
ception, the sinner is a sort of bean, which,from inherent perverseness,
has made its appearance wrong end up, and is to be forthwith convert-
ed into a Baptist, Methodist, Spiritualist, materialist, abolitionist, so-
cialist, or something of that sort, else it will never be able to climb the
pole of theological and social progress, the right way of the sun.

Then again, we do perpetually claim that the high court of mor-
ality and virtue, by which the neighbor isto be judged, isa foreign
tribunal—in us, rather than in him. Our fathers, when they founded
the State, protested against this principle. They insisted on & trial by
peers, in o court organized in the neighborhood of the alleged crime.
They would have no reputed criminal dragged three thousand miles
away, and his rights placed at the disposal of men who derive dignity
from sitting on & wool-sack, and now and then mistake justice and
truth for red-tape and a wig of horse-hair. But the moral culprit,
charged with high-treason against God and nature, can have no do-
mestic trial, and by his peers; we insist that he shall be brought be-
fore us.

That is no trial by peers; it is o cabbage-head pronouncing judg-
ment upon & beet-root. Where is the ratio between these, by which
one can pronounce asuthoritatively upon the growth status of the other?
There is mo suthority in me to pronounce judgment upon you in the
things of morality and conscience. I can partly determine how your
acts affect me, but what you mean by them, or how they are disposed
of by the court sitting within your own soul, I have neither the means
of knowing absolutely, nor the authority to inquire.

¢ Who made the heart, ’tis He alone

Decidedly can try us;

He knows each chord—its various tone,
Each spring—ts various bias.

Then at the balance let’s be mute—
We never can adjust it;

TWhat’s done we partly may compute,,
But know not what’s resisted.”

The truth is, evil,as popularly defined, is simply the name of a prob-
lem, or series of questionable phenomens, which we have not been in &
condition to explain. That which we know how to prevent or to cure
we never disgrace by o diabolical title. We do not consider it an evil,
for example, that men are born ignorant of what is called physical law
of art, science, or literature; we know a cure for all that; but to be
born ignorant of the church catechism, is to be born in sin.

Now, as it is clear that the race is in a state of rapid redemption
from physical evil, through a curative process, thoroughly intelligible
and satisfactory, were it not from the fact that we find the physical
laws which we understand, in nature, and derive the theology and
ethics which we do not understand, from the creed, we should have
advanced in morals as demonstrably as in mathematics; and certainly
will, when we observe the same method in the one case as in the vther.
As it is, the student of physics finds a central God to help him; where-
as, the student of metaphysics finds only five hundred thousand priests
to confound him.

When we have once realized that science is a brotherhood; that phys—
ics and metaphysics, in relation to each other, are as boedy and soul;

that the theology which is true, and the astronomy thatis demonstra~
ble, can never quarrel; that the sound morality and the certain pbysi-
ology, the true selfhood and the true brotherhood are in eternal accord;
when we derive our ethics as we do our physics from the same Divine
fountain of demonstrable truth, then shall we know of a truth, that
the cure of evil and the cure of ignorance are identical-—that the same
plan of salvation which has so amply justified its redeeming power, in
the work-shop and the primary school—a plan which is founded on tho
desire inherent to know, and which sacredly sdministers to it notbing
but the truth that can be demonstrated—applied to moral ignorance,
will cure it as surely as it converts the abecedarian into a professor
of languages and the cowboy into an enginder.

When we contrast the success of the school in what it sets out to do,
with the failure of the church in that which it essays to accomplish, the
cause is at once Tevealed in the difference of method which obtains
in each. The school system recognizes the fact that normal ignorance
is not idiocy, but inexperience—that both the capacity and the desire
to know are inherent; in fact, that the desire springs from the capacity
and is its sure prophecy. Resting upon this basis, which it tak(:.sc;m
pever to wound or disturb by denunciation or discouragTment, it pro-
ceeds as before stated, through the attraction of desire, or curiosity, to
unfold the germ of capacity by a presentation (not of guess-work and
assumption,) but of substantial truth. This ever prcsent desire to
know, attended as it is, by instinctive faith in the teacher, forms the
basis of the whole scheme of intellectual redemption.

In its application the teacher takes care that these are never disgust-
ed through auy acts of his. Inexpericnce or ignorance naturally trusts,
and the reformer of the scholastic phase of itis careful that it shall
not trust in vain. First it feels or has faith, or sees, as we say, instinet-
ively, that its teacher is wiser than itself, and belieses in his own doo-
trine; and soon it is known to be go because he deliberately steps to the
black-board and exhibits a practical demonstration of the truth he as-

makes haste to redeem the world, but would send all the evil out -
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