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The present is a most appropriate occasion for an inquiry
into the causes of existing evils. Never before has crime
seemed so prevalent. In city and country, property is held at
more than ordinary hazard, and life itself is in constant peril.
At the seat of Government, where the example and influence
of law-makers should deter the reckless from deeds of criminal
daring, life and property are less safe than in mountain passes
infested by banditti. Our prisons are more densely populated,
‘our police justices and criminal judges are more actively em-
ployed than ever, and theft, robbery, arson and murder, abound
all over the land.

An unusually large number in society are destitute of em-
ployment, and poverty, privation and despair are driving mul-
titudes to criminal deeds.

At this time, I repeat, a Convention such as this is most op-
portune, for a very interesting and no less profitable inquiry is
the one here instituted,—namely—whence originates the dis-
similarity among men? What causes conspire to make one
man a thief, or a drunkard, or & murderer,—-and another hon-
est, temperate and peaceful,—the one a man of vice, the other
a man of virtue? Occupying, as these two classes do, posi-
tions differing more or less widely, where and when does the
divergence begin—and by what is it caused ?

Various replies to these inquiries have been furnished by the
world, many of which are found embodied in the religious sys-
tems extant. For eighteen centuries the Christian system has
disposed of the question as to the source of evil, sin or crime,
by assuming the original total depravity of the race. This
idea of the innate wickedness of every natural desire of the
soul, has been accepted as an all-sufficient and truthful expla-
nation of the evil in the world; and the plan of redemption
through regeneration, as the only true remedy. But this solu-
tion fails to satisfy the rational miﬁd, since however much it
may be affirmed that all men are totally depraved, we see
those we know are not so, and indeed are scarcely willing to
admit the application to ourselves. And again, those who
claim to have been cleansed from this native impurity by an
Almighty power, fail to demonstrate the superiority of their
moral standing, and often seem to require several successive
births to make them equal in our estimation to the natural el-
evation of others.

One all-sufficient ground for the rejection of the Christian
theory of the source of evil is, the reflection it casts upon the
wisdom and goodness of the great creating Cause. We cannot
believe that the Infinite God would give existence, and with it
the curse of an evil nature,—but must rather look upon what-
ever manifestations of opposition to the right and good human.-
ity may exhibit, as indications of an unprogressed stage of de-
" velopment—a condition of childhood, out of which, through
the law of progress, all will ultimately be brought. I have
not yet rejected the old tradition that man was created in
God’s image, and I fancy there is a eloser resemblance to-day
than in the infancy of the race. True, too often the divine
likeness is nearly obliterated in the formation or education of
the child, but the bright similitude within can never be lost.
The spark may be dimmed, but never goes out.

‘Who can wonder at the undeveloped conditien of humanity,
or at the multiplicity of errors into wbich man falls, when
this central fundamental idea is so erroneous. We have been
taught that the human heart is * deceitful above all things and
desperately wicked ;” and prayers to a remote but supposed
inexhaustible fountain of good have been repeated for us, that
we might receive thence a supply to overbalance and neutral-
ize the fatal mass of iniquity within. We have looked within
for the source of evil, when it lies outside, and the soul’s nor-
mal effort is to overcome it, just as the child strives to walk,
and run, and climb.

- Not only have all systems of restraint and punishment, but
of education also, been based upon this notion, that a full tide
of evil continually wells up within every human heart, the
gprings of which must be cauterized by the application of the
burning trutbs of a wrathful God. The devil, whom theolc-
gians have whipped over humanity’s shoulders—being a crea-
ture of fancy, a myth, has suffered nothing from the fierce as-
saults of Christian castigators, while man has been grievously
scarred and wounded in the conflict. Humanity traduced and
defamed—bereft of all title to happiness, all hope of reward,—
promised only evil and misery for all eternity,—humanity
wronged, outraged, crushed, and bleeding, cries aloud for jus-
tice! Shall we not heed the cry? Let us direct our efforts
to the- removal of the wrong conditions which pervert and
weaken man's native capacity for goodness, and effectually
prevent, for a time, his growth and development. Ouly re-
move all obstacles to its full and free manifestation, and man-
kind will inevitably show that the element of goodness lives
though it slumbers within them. It is not a caged fiend, but a
sleeping enfeebled angel that dwells in the humansoul. Touch

the right chord, appeal to the right nature, and you receive
the desired response.

" Bat every capacity for good is subject to abuse; the facul-
ties that rightly directed make man noble and God-like, can be
perverted and misdirected, greatly to his loss and injury.
Possessing a pature keenly sensitive to outward influences, the
circumstances of man’s life exercise a potent power in mould-
ing his character.

Nor do these forming influences begin with conscious exis-
tence ; we must know the condition of the body and mind of
the parents, to trace the first causes of misdirection in the
child, The source of sin, evil or crime in the world, dates
back to the conception and birth of each individual, and
springs directly and legitimately from false education—incor-
rect ideas of human gccountability and capacity.

The wrong education of one generation paves the way for
the bad organization of the next, by leading to a disregard of
proper conditions for their most perfect development.

Upon the threshold of existence the child is met by a relig-
ious system that condemns him unheard, for the evil of a na-
ture given him, without the privilege, on his part, of exzercis-
ing the least choice or preference concerning it. He feels in-
stinctively the injustice of such sweeping condemnation, and
soon learns to imitate a Deity so profoundly unmindful of the
happiness of his ereatures, by himself disregarding the rights
and necessities of others. »

If God creates nine-tenths of humanity - for endless misery,
we may not wonder at parents making a large portion of their
offspring miserable by unhealthy organizations and criminal
tendencies. If the Divinity we worship massacres whole races
of men for trivial acts, we need not marvel at his worshippers
destroying their families by their own excesses.

The evils of a false theology are most palpably scen in the
popular idea of the necessity of regeneration. According to
the Christian faith, the first birth counts nothing but damna-
tion, and invariably counts that. No amount of growth from
the first birth can fit one for the joys of heaven. A 'second
alone can do this. What need of careful effort then in the
first work, if it has to be gone over with again? What me-
chanic would properly attend to the construction of a piece of
mechanism, if he knew that another and more expert artisan
were to fashion it after him? In order to insure perfection in
any work, or to approach thereto, the ideal of perfection must
exist in the mind of the laborer and inspire his efforts.

The false and fatal myth that the infant, as it comes from
the hand of nature, must be a poor miserable failure, a bundle
of iuiquity, an embryo devil, full of the germs of sin, that will
surely blossom out a.fbma,turity; the idea of the absolute ne-
cessity and universality of man’s degeneracy; the denial of
any power in human effort to save the soul,—one and all of
these ideas have cursed the world, and aided in perpetuating
tbe manifold evils in society.

Profoundly sensible has the world been that a second birth
is necessary,~~that human nature unregenerate is purely evil,
and apparently for fear this darling idea should be exploded
by actual demonstration, mankind have gone to work manufac-
turing total depravity,—generating children to match their in-
fernal theology! So long as we are satisfied that deeds pass
for nothing on high—that ckaracter has no market value in
heaven—that labor cannot save the soul,—so long as we rely
on a foreign power to do that for us we ought to do for our-
selves, to make good the imperfect work of our own hands,
just so long may we expect to see mankind developed to cor-
respond. -

The ancient poet David said of himself in Psalms: «I
was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.”
Nor will I doubt the correctness of David’s own statement.
He was perhaps wise enough to understand his own organiza-
tion; and his dealings with sundry persons all through life
abundantly prove him to have done no discredit to the origin
he so frankly acknowledges! But the efforts of religious
teachers to apply this individual confession to man universally,
and for all time, are libelous toward heaven, and blasphemous
toward humanity! Too many actually are *conceived in sin
and shapen in iniquity”—but what is admitted as a fact, is
not, necessarily, true as a principle.

Our agriculturalists have learned the lesson of economy em-
braced in the trite maxims, ¢ Less stock and better ;” ¢ Small
er farms and better tilled ;" but the equally apparent and infi-
nitely more important truism, ¢ Fewer children and better!”

Lis ignored, and quality is sacrificed to guantity, to the vast

detriment of society. Various imported breeds are improving
our cattle, and perfecting our wool products, but still there is
bad blood in children! Men will send to Europe for a horse
or cow, and even to China for a Shanghai fowl, but within
their own doors they are deteriorating the human standard to
a corrupt, mis-shapen, sickly type of humanity.

It is time this lesson respecting the first birth were learned.
The earth is populated with youth who are a living shame to
their parents; and instead of great men and noble women as
the rule, they are only rare exceptions. Every effect has an
adequate cause. Not a sad-hearted, or bad-tempered boy or

girl, but there was some-day or hour in the parents’ life when

one of two diverging paths, if carefully trod, would have
blessed that child with a joyous spirit and happy disposition.
A man blesses or curses the race not only by his outward acts
during life, but by the inheritance of habits, constitution and
disposition he gives his posterity. How priceless a gift to the
world is a well-formed, healthy, happy child! How bitter a
curse is a eickly inheritor of disease, or worse, the corrupt
reseptacle of a parent’s sin! A Baltimore paper recently
published an account of the fiendish exploits of a boy 15 years
old, « son of a 'very respectable” citizen of that city. He first
tied securely a fuvorite Newfoundland dog, then saturated his
shagey coat with camphene, and set fire to it for the delight of
witnessing his torment! He next tried to roast his little sister
by placing her with hands and feet tied, upon a stove he had
heated for the purpose. In this he fortunately failed. Now
whose fault is it that such a mad passion for horrible deeds so
completely over-masters one so young ? Yet the father of
such a son is a « very respectalle citizen,” and doubtless re-
ceives the commiseration of community !

In some country, it is said, the crime of a child destroys the
caste of the parent. In our own the less just custom prevails
of degrading the child for a parent’s crime. It is a misfortune
to be born of erring parents, but to have erring children is not
only, a misfortune, but a fault—the source of manifold crimes,
itself a crime! Let society demand of every married pair
that they furnish nonebut well-organized progeny, the germs
for useful citizens, and there will be more care in their produe-
tion and education than now.

Banish the idea of God-made hell-doomed children, natures
totally depraved coming direct from the hand of infinite wis-
dom, and teach that in the bodies and souls of the child will
be mirrored the parent’s vices or virtues, and a change will
soon be visible.

Talk of the debt owed the parent for existence ! The idea
of infinite obligation for a life unsought, undesired, and often
unblessed by a single compensating joy. Does that poor
bed-ridden youth, whose frame is racked by pain, and whose
life-legacy is a parent’s disease; owe that parent any thanks
for existence ? Does yonder lad, born with his father’s thirst
for strong drink, or his vindictive temper, or that one with the
felon’s doom stamped not only upon his countenance, but upon
every fibre of his soul, owe a weight of gratitude to the beings
who culminated in his frame, the fruits of their own excesses ?
Nay, verily, and it were not strange if such a boy_bitterly
cursed the authors of his being. Who can envy that parent
whose child wishes he had never been born ?

‘We cannot raise apples from thorns, nor strawberries from
thistles! And that miserably unfortunate specimen of scrofu-
la, with blood as foul as the babits of the swine whose flesh
accelerated the progress of the disease—perhaps imparted it—
might as well seek to bail Lake Ontario with a thimble, as to
produce healthy, well-organized offspring! Or that man with
ungovernable temper, who knows of no self-control, and renders
existence a burden to all his household, may well despair of
seeing in his own likeness a sweet-tempered, happy babe! Qur
asylums, insane retreats, poor houses and hospitals, are filled
with teeming thousands brought into a world of pain and suf-
fering, of silence or darkness, of wild fancies or criminal appe-
tites, by those who owed them a decent birth with healthy bod-
ies and happy souls. What shall be said of the wnnumbered
thousands born every year, with excitable and passionate, sad
and misanthropic, or malignant and revengeful dispositions to
whom existence can scarcely be a blessing ?

A vast majority of the wretched ones of the world, receive
their wretchedness from parents who had no right to reproduce
themselves, or form conditions of life, and surrounding influ-
ences that no friend of humanity, no truly enlightened parent
would permit to be transferred to the countenance and life and
being of a child. YWhat can we expect from the little one
that forces itself into existence, in spite of the reluctance and
despairi‘ng sorrow of the mother, who, perchance, knows what
an inheritance her child is doomed to possess ?

How is it that the jails,. and poor houses, and hospitals, or
worse still, the grog shops, gambling hells and brothels of our
land are filled to-day ? I tell you truly the inmates of these
places were born for the very destiny we now see them filling.
‘ The penitentiary, the dungeon, the gallows, and the Lunatic
Asylum are means employed by the world to punish the vic-
tims of an inconsiderate generation.”

Many of the doomed ones never chose their destiny. It
was forced upon them along with an unsolicited existence by
their parents. The day of their birth, and, perhaps, months
prior thereto, the clairvoyant eye could have foreseen their
fate. Alas! how many more are each day prepared for the
same end ! It is in vain tg denyjt. Criminals are victims.—
Those who gave them exi created or elected the con-
trolling circumstances surroun heir childhood, are, to a
great degree, responsible for the character of their lives. Itisa
a sad thought that the ranks of thieves, and drunkards, and liber-
tines are to be filled by the innocent tenants of the cradles in
a thousand homes.

But so long as maternity is unprovided for, we may expéct
to find constitutional tendencies to vice, and witness the sad

effects of early surroundings in dwarfing and warping the pli-
able natures of infantile humanity. Too many children are
accepted simply as ¢ Providences,” instead of creatures of pa-
rental design and effort. They are regarded as  sent” the
same as rain and hail, frosts and tornadoes; and must be re-
ceived meekly, graciously, and if possible gratefully, though they
come as much out of season and out of place, as snow in August!

Many parents are unfitted by reason of misfortune, ill-health
or uncongenial relations from giving birth to children; others
from the nature of their situation, the health of the mother,
the cares of the father, ought to limit. the number of their
household, yet most of both of these classes -are found with
large and constantly increasing families. If the -posterity in
such cases, deprived as they must be of many potent influences
favorable to human elevation, make good citizens, few thanks
are due the parents, .

We have permitted our youth to ¢ come up” without any
Jjust appreciation at home or at school of either the latent
capacities or normal wants of their child natures. The cloud
of total depravity has eaveloped our early lives, and concealed
whatever hidden excellences we possessed. What wonder that
we have become a race of criminals.

Our men are too much absorbed in money-getting, or polit-
ical scheming, and our women in fashion-chasing, to attend
properly to the rearing of their offspring. Even among our
so-called gréat men, statesmen, scholars and fheologia.ns, we
find the laws of parentage, which should be understood and ap-
plied, quite overlooked ; aud as a result, note the well estab-
lished fact that two successive generations of scholars or phi-
losophers are seldom found in the same family. Thus is the
labor spent in educating one generation apparently lost upon
the next, for the immediate descendants of educated parents
rarely equal their progenitors, while from obscure parentage,

with no other lineage than pure blood, and the welcoming
smiles of true conjugal love—which are superior to any titled
ancestry—spring those who become honored and respected
among men and women. It cannot be so utterly impossible
to attain practically what we clearly comprehend in theory.—
An observance of nature’s laws will insure sucecess in the work
of human elevation, through the God-appointed means of a
true considerate generation.

But no parent who gives unbridled rein to his own lower
passions, can expect to see them controlled in the person of his
child., If we cannot save our sons and daughters from beredi-
tary tendencies to crime, and surround them with influences
calculated to insure harmonious growth, we better have no
more children, for it will be worse than in vain to obey the
ancient injunction to * multiply,” if we only multiply vice and
crime, instead of virtue and excellence. Our only hope is in
the spread of light. Abandon the idea that our reckless, hap-
hazard, accidental descendants can be patched up and white-
washed over by the Holy Spirit; and carefully consider
how we may make the world better by reproducing oursclves
with beautiful vigorous bodies, and pure noble souls, and the
task is well begun.  Our work is a personal one, the centre of
action is your soul and mine. We cannot isolate ourselves
from humanity. A thousand links connect -and identify our
existence with the race. Nor can we hope for the salvation of
mankind till we enter individually upon this work of self-culture.

As theological opinions have stood in the way of human pro-
gress, so have religious teachers and leaders, true to their
creeds, proved themselves the greatest foes to progressive
movements in all ages. Scarce one of a hundred among the
priests of this nation puts fourth a single well directed ef-
fort for the cessation of crime. Zealously laboring to save
the soul through regeneration, they overlook the importance to
the world of a proper generation and a correct education.—
Thirty thousand clergymen in this country, not content with
preaching total depravity from the pulpit, issue biennial vol-
umes of living testimony illustrative of their discourses—chil-
dren in whom the necessity for a second birth, and perhaps a
third or fourth is clearly manifest! Graciously receiving these
living duplicates of themselves as ¢ God’s gifts,” and seeingin
them evidences of depravity, they come to accept each regular
“providence ” of this sort asa new endorsement from high
authority of their own conceptions of the degeneracy of
buman nature. * * * #* Those who ought to be our
teachers, are slowest to accept the first idea of improvement,
and exhibit the most profound ignorance, and amazing stupidity
respecting man’s most vital interests. Ecclesiastical courts
have been greatly exercised concerning the marriage of a man
to his deceased wife’s sister, but are as silent as * dumb dogs”
upon the marriage of first cousins, that prolific source of dis-
ease, idiocy and crime, Indeed, our laws, civil as well as ec-
clesiastical, while encompassing marriage itself with a hedge of
legal thorns, making it next to impossible to escape an unhal-
lowed bondage, overlook entirely the marriage of blood rela-
tions, or of immature half grown children, which are adding to
the victims of our Asylums, Hospitals and Jails.

Synods and General Assemblies, will silence the man—no
matter how pure in heart or blameless in life—who marries a
noble woman with strength of character sufficient to refuse to

remain the victim and slave of a drunken husband, and who

had obtained her legal freedom, while they have not a word of
censure even for that minister or layman who murdersa wifo
every three or five years, by his excessive sensuality, and fills
the land with the feeble, discased and vicious offspring of his
victims.

Of the many sources of crime to be found in outward cire
cumstantial relations, none are more prolific than unhappy
marriages—none more fatal to the next generation. Yet for
their relief there exist few provisions in law, and trifling en-
couragement in public sentiment. Concerning most other
causes of crime, society makes some, though far too little al-
lowance. But a misalliance in marriage, though an abun-
dant source of inharmony, and legal crime, is hardly reocog-
nized as an evil, and its victims are oftener censured tham
commiserated, for that which may be their misfortune, butis
not their fault.

Parties scarcely out of their babyhood, with not only judg-
ment immature, but character unformed, are deemed eligible
for a co-partnership the most intimate known, that is allowed
no terminating period this side the grave.

Many men marry for purposes that prostitute and degrade
a relation that should be most sacred—practicing a deception
against which it is next to impossible to be always secure.—
Yet for the calamitous results to the victims of such baseness,
and their children, society refuses to offer a remedy. From a
theology that pictures a God as capable of punishing eternally
for the sins of a momeant, is legitimately framed a legal code that
¢ punishes a matrimonial blunder with imprisonment for life !

Our criminal records, and the reports in every daily news-
paper, of wives poisoning their husbands, and husbands mar-
dering their wives, or both seeking a suicide’s grave, testify to
the failure of our laws to provide a way of escape from a bon-
dage worse than death. Indeed, our statutes, in effect, only
secure the victim to the oppressor, shutting out all hope of re-
lease, except through death or crime. In vain will our State
authorities hope to do away with prisons and penitentiaries,
till they have amended the Divorce Code on our statute books.
When sufficient causes are permitted to dissolve an unholy
marriage relation, that in utter blasphemy is pronounced of
God’s * joining,” we will not find husbands and wives perish-
ing at the hands of their unhappy companions. Strange is if,
that law-makers cannot see that a peaceful legal decreeis a bet
ter remedy than prison, the pistol or the grave!

In respect to the treatment of criminals, we need only sy
this: Our criminal code is steeped in orthodox theology!
Every page bears marks of primitive conceptions of the hu-
man and divine natures. The dungeon with its implements of
torture, the stake, the scaffold and the gallows, are successive
modifications of penalties, consequent upon improved ideas of
a vindictive Deity. Swap away all those hapéh, features
drawn from the church’s creed, and approach the violator of
law with the olive branch in our hand, rather than the sword
of inflexible, miscalled justice, and his better feelings wil
roused, the zan will throw off the accumulation of gross
its and tendencies, and stand forth in God’s image, redeemed !

By those who have long believed in human depravity, the
practicability of inaugurating an era of kindness and love in
our prisons and penitentiaries, is candidly questioned. To
such we would say, ¢ T'ry and see.” Abandon the plan of
punishing the wrong doer, and seek his reformation, education
and improvement ; and if kindness, geixtleness and love fail,
upon fair trial, to reach the heart of the most hardened crimi-
nal, we will «forever after hold our peace.”

It is frequently urged against the Harmonial Reformers of
this age, that they do not sufficiently apprehend the sinfulness
of the sinner,—they are too charitable towards the fallen, too
slow to believe ill of humanity. ’

This position reminds one of the zealous hell-fire Christian
who remarked at one of the church conference meetings, in
speaking of Universalists, that ¢ some there were who believed
that all would be saved. But,” said he, “ My brethren, I
hope for better things!” So our conservative philanthropists
and orthodox humanitarians, when we offer more charitable
conceptions of human character, ¢ hope for better things.” It
really secems as if the Christian world was unwilling to believe
that the unregenerate man had a spark of goodness in him,
With them all righteousness bhelongs to Christ, and their faith
is summed up by a leading exponent in one word—¢* Sudstitu-
tion,”—¢ Christ standing in the stead of man.”

I hesitate not to take the side of humanity,—a creed-
bound, existence-cursed, God-damned humanity !

Let others who choose, glory in the cross of Christ. Let
others who choose, stake their well-being upon the merits and
attainments of imaginary deities. I declare my faith in ha-
manity. I will trust in‘the power to salvation of the God-de-
rived, universally-possessed element of goodness, ever-present,
latent or active in each immortal soul. Long enough have we
denied man every true and manly attribute,—long enough
have we enriched the Gods, at the expense of mankind.

Let us now repay the debt, and henceforth deal justly by
man. Let us take the side of down-trodden, oppressed, vio-
timized, and if you please, * wicked,” *criminal” humanity,
and defend him against all enemies, human, infernal or deific!
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EDITORIAL. CORRESPONDENCE.
Prarvrrerp Juncrion, Ct., Sept. 16, 1858.

READERS OF THE AGE :—1 am on my way from Milford,
Mass. to Willimantic, Conn., where I am engaged to speak to-
"night. At this point on my journey I find that I must while
away three hours before the arrival of the train. Accordingly,
with your gracious indulgence I will devote at least a part of
the time to a familiar conversation about places, persons and
incidents. That part of the external world which comes within
the compass of;natural vision—from my present point of ob-
servation—is exceedingly limited, and presents very few things
calculated to awaken the slightest interest. The village is sit-
uated in the distance, and is only perceived by an effort. The
depot and the appurtenances thereunto belonging, together
with the dilapidated fences in the immediate neighborhood,
constitute the artificial attractions of the place; while the chief
natural objects are the postmistress and the young lady who
furnishes cold tea, a few scattering trees, and several idle men
who ought to scatter for the purpose of finding some useful em-
ployment. It will be perceived that the resources of the
place are neither large nor suggestive, and it would severely
tax the powers of imagination to so idealize the place or the
persons as to supply the necessary elements for another para-
~graph. I will therefore dismiss the Plainfielders before I am
ready to resign the narrow corner which the munificence of
two railroad companies and the natural resources of the town
have afforded me.

The elements are celebrating the arrival of the autumnal
equinox in the most august mavner, The winds and the wa-
ters are making an impetuous charge just now, and the wild
gtorm of their flying artillery is at once imposing and sublime.
I am stationed between two doors, which ever and anon yield
before the fierce onset of the besieging forces, when the invisi-
ble ministers of this elemental war rush in, assault my person
and seize my papers; at the same time General Confusion fol-

. lows and assumes the command. The garrison is weak, con-
gisting ohiefly of Uncle Sam’s delicate functionary, aforesaid,
while the implements of resistance and the mecans of support
are both feeble and inadecuate, comprising only a few * small
“arms” and the remaining ¢ gunpowder” in the leapot—all ag-
gravated symptoms of general debility. Nevertheless, so long
a8 the main walls present an unbroken front, I have resolved
to dispute the possession of the citadel.

. =, During the season the writer has delivered several lectures
i in Brimfield, Mass., on themes connected with Spiritualism,
which is now regarded as a fixed fact by the people in that re-
gion. The audiences have been large for the place, and the
more intelligent and enterprising young and middle-aged peo-
ple maintain unusual freedom of mind, and a very general de-
termination to exercise an independent judgment on all ocea-
sions and all subjects. The people of the town have not the
misfortune to be divided up into a number of contending sects,
as we find the members of most religious communitics. In
this respect Brimfield is certainly most fortunate. The
church—Christ’s mystical body—has not been given up to the
4 wolves in sheep’s clothing” to be torn in pieces, and there is
among the people generally no such blind devotion to sectarian
names, dogmatic propositions and lifeless ceremonies as we
find in many places. The few persons who oppose Spiritual-
ism do it secretly, and when it becomes necessary to openly
“expose” the truth, they are obliged to send out of town to ob-
tain some one to perform the service, the pastor of the church
baving declined to meddle with the subject.

Not long since a public lecture on a spiritual subject having

“been advertised to be delivered in: Brimfield, a man was im-
ported for the purpose of meeting the lecturer and giving this
new, offensive and ¢ dangerous heresy” its quietus. The
champion of baptised materialism deliberately rode into town
before the lecture, after which he—Z%e rode out again! Like
some more illustrious champions of the opposition, he has, as I
learn, taken upon Limself the delicate task of publishing his
own achievements, lest they should escape observation and
command no record at the hands of his cotemporaries, Every
now and then we hear of some titled mountebank or pious Don
Quixote who has all at once become the hero of imaginary
conquests in the war against the light. ~ It is reported or the

_ s divine authority” of ministers that your humble servant has

. been ¢ completely wound up” several times of late, which may

~account for the fact that he keeps running all the while. If
our opnposers who have suggested- the figure will consent to its
legitimate application, I will venture to suggest that that they
obviously need winding up about this time. Having unwound
the length of tkeir chains, they have stopped. President Ma-
han, Rev. Hiram Mattison, C. M. Butier, D. D., the Professor
of Greck and many others run down long ago. One had his

- main-spring broken by a sudden explosion of the Od Force;
another has been laid away in the dust of his own errors and
misrepresentations so long, that he needs a thorough cleaning,
while the others require better cases and new balance-wheels to
' put them in respectable running order.

Our last visit to Willimantic—which occurred last Sunday—
was the occasion of 3 great gathering of true believers in and
earnest seckers after truth. Not only was the Universalist
Church crowded in every part—including vestibule, aisles and
pulpit—to its utmost capacity, but every convenient sitting or
standing place outside—on the fences, around the door and
under the windows—was occupied by silent listeners, while
others went away who could not approach near enough to hear.
There were persons present who reside at a distance of twenty
and even thirty miles from Willimantic, while a large number
came not less than ten or fifteen miles. The people are taiking
of a Spiritual Temple sufficiently large to accommodate the
multitude. The old fane erected for a sectarian worship is al-
together too contracted, and firee minds and anxious hearts
must be shut out wuntil a new and more spacious edifice shall
have been conseorated to the use of the people who now mingle

their sympathies and are ready to flow to the holy hill of the

new Zion. :

Another visit to Belchertown was the means of resting the
body and refreshing the spirit. Our faithful friend, C. P.
Longley and his family, who are fairly entitled to a high place
in our saint’s calendar, took us in after the usnal mode and an-
ticipated all our wants. While we are making some humble
efforts to expound the philosophy of Spiritualism, C. P. L. is

singing its songs with a degree of feeling that is irresistible.

Thus he secures a passport to all hearts and is a welcome
guest at every fireside.

Last evening was spent in Milford, in a circle of precions
friends, assembled at the quiet home of Mr. and ‘Mrs. L.
Gleason. Mrs. G. is gifted with poetic inspirations, and the
spirits through Mrs. Harrigton and several others, gave evi-
dence that they were among the guests whose presence is be-
coming indispensable at each ¢ feast of reason,” and whose
vital influence we realize in * the flow of soul.” The pleasure
of every social gathering is increased, refined, and exalted by
the consciousness that the Immortals are in our midst, and
that they infuse the very elements of their thought and feeling
into the willing mind and heart. The fires of a purified love

and a living inspiration kindle in the eye and burn on the lip H

the fair cheek and the radiant brow mirror the lineaments of
spiritual beauty ; while bright hopes and deathless joys—in-
spired by the angels of Heaven—invest the whole being with
a light that symbolizes the glory of transfiguration. * ¥ Ata

late hour the friends separated (may they never be separated.

in spirit), but their loving kindness— manifested in word and
deed—will linger in the memory like a benediction. Familiar
faces will haunt the chambers of the mind; musical voices
will speak from the charmed silence, and we shall listen iz
spirit to the strains of the parting song.

On my way from Worcester I u‘aét’with a little girl eight
years old—a radiant child with azure eyes and sunny hair—
whose sweet voice and smiling face were to me like music in
the morning. She seemed irresistibly drawn to me, and the
attraction was certainly mutual. 1 learned her brief history
from an elderly lady who accompanied her. The family lived
in New Orleans, but both parents had fallen victims to the
Southern pestilence, and this beautiful child was left to the
fostering care of an uncle. She was too young to mourn, and
I felt thankful that the angel of the decp sleep left no shadow
on the fair brow when he invited her natural guardians to the
repose of their last slumber. That Jaughing child was to the
heart of a father away from his home, an inspiration of natu-
ral beauty, of innocent affection and sparkling joy. Those
who do not love children have but a questionable title to an
immediate heaven hereafter. The unclouded light,—the spoo-
taneous feeling, and the demonstrative warmth which character-
ize the young—while yet the heart is uncorrupted by fashion-
able follies and conventional deceptions—serve to dissipate the
darkness of years, and we feel the frosts which many winters
have gathered about the heart, dissolve away in their presence.
They touch a yet deeper chord, and recall the memory of the
treasures we have laid up where the rust of this world cannot
corrupt, and where the thieves, that rob so many of the hopes
and graces of the hcart and the life, break not through and
steal. 8. B. B.

THE PROFESSOR RETURNS TO THE ATTACK.

The renoswned Professor Felton having returned from his re-
cruiting expedition among the ruins of old Greece bas imbibed
anew the Spartan spirit (none other, we beg to hope, however
much the singular state of his brain might lead to questionings
on that point) and returns with Thermopylacan valor to the
siege of Spiritualism. It is evident enough that he is ina
very “ narrow pass,” but his courage is undaunted. The old
exploded shells are hurled over and over again, for the want
of fresh amunition. Here is the music of the volley :—* de-
lusion,” « folly,” * fraud,” * imposture,” * nefarious business,”
« stupendous depths of folly and fraud,” * indecencies,” ¢ blas-
phemics,”—repeated ad Zibitum, like the words in * Scotland’s
Burning.” Not a single argument or fact to relieve the weary
monotony,

The Professor gravely informs us that Spiritualism has ut-
terly « died out ” in Europe. Either he believes this or he
tells a wilful falsehood. If he thinks he tells the truth, we

simply pity his ignorance ; if he knowingly fulsifies, the worse

is his own. He intimates, too, in the face of everwhelming
evidence to the contrary, that the subject is dying out in this
country—that it has already ¢ shrunk to small dimensions.”—
He omitted to state that this annihilating effect was produced
mainly by the able, elaborate, and highly philosophical report
of the Albion Committee, seconded by the modest cfforts of an
humble Professor of Greek.

Our CoxveNTION REPORT.—TFrom the fact that no depend-
ence is to be placed on the garbled and perverted statements
of the daily press in reference to the proceedings at Utica, we
have thought it advisable to devote considerable space to an
impartial report. The public Want the facts in the case, and
they will decide for themselves how much is good and how
much the contrary. It is perhaps needless to state that in
some points our individual views differ radically from those
sdvanced by different speakers at the Convention. Our own
gosition with respect to the question discussed will be found
in the speech of one of the Editors, to be published in a forth-

coming number.

Mr. Brirran’s MoveMeNTs.—On Tuesday cvening of last
week S. B. Brittan lectured at Upton, Mass., to a large audi-
ence; on Sunday morning and evening in Worcester; on
Monday evening of this week the constitutional inertia of the
good people of Lapcaster was somewhat interrupted by his
presence ; on Thursday evening he again occupied the Town
House in Milford, which for the present has closed his labors
in New England. He is now homeward bound, and as soon as
the arrangements for his departure are completed, he will turn
his face toward the setting sun and follow him over the great
ficlds of the West.

« SpirrruaLise Rusnine DowN.”’—As an illustration of the
peculiar way in which Spiritualism is ¢ running down” in
these days, we may mention the fact (on the authority of a
gentleman who counted the teams) that there were one hundred
and eight horses driven into Willimantic, Ct., from the sur-
rounding country, on Sunday, the 12th instant, by persons
who gathered in and around the Universalist Church to listen
to the discourses of our associate, Mr. Brittan., It is said the
people came twenty and even thirty miles. If Spiritualism
can command so strong a team in a little village of some 2000
inhabitants we may venture to presume that it has.the requi-

site facilities for ¢ running ” anywhere.

The pressure on our columns crowds out the favors of sev-
eral corrcspondents. We beg their indulgence.

THE FHILANTHROPIC CONVENTION
ATt Utica, N. Y., Sgpr. 10th, 11th and 12th.
FRIDAY EVENING,

After a song, by Miss Libbie Higgins, of Chicago, Jason F.
Walker, of Glen’s Falls, for some years a Methodist preacher,
after reading some resolves, said: Evil is organic. It is
useless to spend time in going back to the cause. Let usdo
practical work. Cause-hunting is useless and endless, as Church
history shows. Church at last reached the Devil in its hunt
| for cause of Evil. Devil is needed by the Church, not by hu-
manity. The cause of the Church and of humanity is not one,
as history shows. As evil is organic, so must its cure be;
Good, is to act in harmony with the laws of our being; Evil
is mot so to act, as history shows. Evil is to actin dis-har-
mony with law.

The Apostle truly says, quoted not as authority butas truth,
“ Sin is the transgression of the law.” No manconsciously de-
sires to de or do evil. Hemay transgresslaw, but it is because
he does not deeply feel that it is evil to do so, but hopes good
may came of it. The thief knows the law, “thou shalt not
steal,” but does not feel that he leaves his manhood behind
when he takes your horse. All sin is grounded in Zgno-
rance, which is the great evil to be removed.

Simplest and first convictions of duty to friends and neigh-
bors, as Jesus taught, are the most binding form of religion.
There is an unwritten history of human experience in the bo-
soms of thousands who have silently learned their true rela-
tions to their fellows.

Anti-slavery men have given us facts—all honor to them for
that ; but their inflammatory works snd plans nave done harm.
In marriage, a man is related to society, and it has a right to
restrain him, and say he shall not live with twenty-five * affin-
ities.” This Convention must be practical, and is saying prac-
tical things.

S. 8. FostERr, of Worcester, said, he hoped the people would
find that we must unite the good in ourselves and others, and
direct it against wrongs in our land as well as in ourselves.—
We fail to use our knowledge intelligently. Slavery might be
ended in a year peaceably by intelligent action. So woman
could end intemperance. MMr. Walker speaks of inflammatory
words and plans in Anti-slavery. The ¢ruzk has simply been
told, and memn acked to Ziveit. We must first decide that wo-
man can have marriage at all, since one-seventh in slavery are
robbed of it, and then discuss what it is.

Ignorance is not the cause of evil, but want of a right edu-
cation.

J. H. W. Toouey gave some striking facts to show the con-
dition of parents influencing for good or ill, the health and
character of children.

8. 8. FosTer defined true education as culture of all parties.
Our work is, to galvanize inte life the torpid moral elements
in our land, and thus abolish Slavery and other wrongs. Men
and women must make each other lovable instead of parting.

Moved to meet at 9 A. M., by W. Burtis. Carried. Song
by club, and adjourned. A most interesting session.

SECOND DAY, MORNING SESSION.

The Convention was opened by a song from Miss Higgins.

Mr. Toonxy took the floor, and enlarged upon his remarks
of last evening, which had been quite misrepresented in a morn-
ing paper.

Dr. Brown, of Clarendon, Vt., commented upon the Rut-
land Convention, and spoke of a petition he was ecirculating
through Vermont in favor of equal rights, based upon the
principle of the Declaration. Ie was meeting with success,
and gave reasons for encouragement inreference to that branch
of reform.

Mrs. JoLia Brancy, of New York, was then introduced to
the Convention. She said she did not come to make a
speech, but as it was expected of her, she had prepared some
facts. Strong prejudices had arisen against ber as the pro-
mulgator of horrible things. But she did not fear public
opinion, The man or woman who fears to advocate his or her
principles, is a coward, and does not know the meaning of
Freedom. A man or woman is not fit to work thoroughly in
our present condition of society until they have lost their repu-
tation. The layers of the Cable buffeted the ocean waves; so
this Convention was fighting with the mountain waves of popu-
lur prejudice, to lay a cable for humanity’s benefit.

We are here to speak of evil and its cause. But evil is so
glossed over by respectable society, it requires an age of ex-
perience to detect the subtility which conceals its deformity.—
She had spoken against the marriage institution at Rutland as
the cause of the slavery and degradation of woman, and she
had nothing to take back, but rather to add to that institution
two of the worst evils the world has to contend with, as their
originator aud promulgator.

She alluded to prostitution and infanticide. Nearly all
have been educated with notions of - fulse modesty, and for a
female to have knowledge of such subjeets is to stamp her with
doubt as to her own morals. But she had an interest in all
humanity, not cxcepting the woman who had strayed from
virtue. Dr. Sawyer of Blackwell’s Island, says he found in
the city of New York, between three and four hundred - houses
of noted ill fame, and with between seven and eight thousand
inmates, and sixty thousand daily visitors, and exzpenses of be-
tween seven and eight millions of dollars a year. Of private
prostitution he could make no estimate; but Acton, an Eng-
lish writer, estimates one woman in Eogland and Wales in
every fourteen to be of that class; but after an average of four
years they marry with all grades of society.

Five-sixths of the visitors to all such places are married
men. The Mayor of Providence has declared such places to be
necessary evils, and the Mayor of New Bedford declares that
without them our wives and daughters would be liable to be
insulted in every street. By whom? Who are they but hus-
bands, fathers, brothers? Whose father, whose brother? Is
it yours or mine? It is some of God’s humanity—but who ?

And the eight thousand women—ivhat tender-hearted moth-
er supposed that the little baby-girl she presented to the admir-
ing gaze of her friends, should be tramping the dark streets,
bedecked in crimson robes and tinsel glare of paste jewelry.—
The cause—where does it lic? In our present marriage insti-
tution, which forces men and women to live together until
death, without cither mental, moral or physical adaption.—
Society should abolish all ties of uncongeniality as an outrage
upon its morals, as a preventive of the accumulated evils in
the shape of half-formed, undeveloped and perverted children.
This could not make society any worse. Child after child is
being born daily, hourly, t ets with paupers and,
our prisons with criminals. o you ask, who would take
care of the children ? Do you suppose parental feelings would
be destroyed by the act of separation? If they are based on
so unstable a foundation as the laws of society, it is time they
were utterly destroyed and something new established. The
law allows the rights of marriage to the most depraved and un-
healthy, with the knowledge that their children would be equa’

Iy depraved and unhealthy, if not worse than their parents. An
unhealthy beast is killed as not capable of reproducing a per-
fect specimen of its species.

But, said the speaker, it would give a license to immorality
ift he marriage institution were abolished, says one. “Would
you have any more liberty 77 I can regulate myself; the
law was not made to check me.” ¢ Who was it made for?”
“ Why, men of no principle.” “Well, who are men of no
principle 77 ¢« O, it is Mr. So-and-so, who neglects his wife;
he would give all the world to have the privilege of loving some-
body else, or get rid of her some way.” ¢ How old is his last
child 7”7  «Two or three months.” Does not the heart sicken
at the depraved picture, and even at every system of palliation
which would cloak over such evils ?

The other evil, that of infanticide, Mrs. Branch traced to
the same cause. She cited the report of Dr. Wynne, stating
that the premature births in New York in 1850, were one to
twelve. The ratio of still births in various parts of the coun-
try, was also cited. In New York the crime of infanticide
bad increased 415 per cent. since 1808. Mrs. B. said she
traced the cause of this to the marriage institution.—
Both in and out of marriage, there is no hesitancy to destroy
the life of a child before birth; out of marriage, for the fear of
losing respectability ; in marriage, because the troubles of ma-
ternity are confining, irksome and arduous. You are not
aware to what extent this murder system is carried. Yet
when compared to children that fill our prisons, we are almost
willing to consider this murder 2 blessing. Do you wonder
the next child born of that mother is hung for committing
murder ?

1§ is in you, mothers, that the only hope of the regeneration
of the world lies. DMothers, think of it! Every son that you
bring into existence, that is not conceived from the purest love
is imbued with all the elements that go to fill prisons and pau-
per-houses ; every daughter is imbued with those qualities
that fit them to enter houses of prostitution. What a weight
of responsibility rests upon you. How necessary it is foe you
to have your absolute right to say when where and how
you shall bear children. How necessary it is that all arts and
sciences, all trades, everything that is now in the hands of
men, should be open for your benefit, in order to produce bet-
ter children. I reject in tofo the idea that it is bliss to re-
main in ignorance. Woman should know everything that man
is capable of knowing, and there mustbe perfect freedom for
the advancement of either the individualor nations. Every
chain that is put about you retards your™ growth, and you
should spap it asunder, no matter whether it is placed there by
Church or State, husband or friend, wife or child. Slavery is
an evil, and the cause is ignorance. Get out of bondage by
acquiring knowledge, and plant your foot on the rock of free-
dom. In the year 1852, in England and Wales, there were
55,000 illegitimate children born. The marriage institution
has not certainly prevented children from being born under
any circumstances; and now, in order to stay the frightful
crime of infanticide, and that woman wow looked upon as de-
graded who has departed from the so-called virtuous paths,
may have a chance of becoming respectable, I offer the follow-
ing resolution, hoping, too, that it will be the means, some-
what of making the next generation of children better and purer:

Resolved, That as the crime of infanticide has increased, and is in-
creaging yearly under the existing false forms of marriage, all children

born under any circumstances within any State, shall be declared by
that State legitimate.

Mrs. U. Crarg, of Auburn, followed. She alluded to exist-
ing evils, and sought to poiot out the true remedy. The ani-
mal nature controlled bumanity, and it was necessary that
spirituality should govern. All this talk against marriage,
and in favor of ¢ affinity ” and passional attraction is wrong.
Men did not love purely; did they, their love would be eter-
Men were the greatest sinners. They confessed it, and
, she believed it; and man throws his arms about woman and

drags her down.

Men should be taught to look upon woman as a pure, divine
being, and not as a tool for them to gratify their selfish and an-
imal propensities. 'When they kncel at the pure altar of a
woman’s affection, then the white banner of peace shall float
over the world.

nal.

Mary F. Davis presented the following resolution :

Resolved, That as true marriages are eternal and productive of hap-
piness, and false marriages are incvitably transient and productive of
misery, there should be the greatest wisdom exercised by both sexes in
choosing life companions, in order that this true and cternal union may
be secured; while those who, through ignorance or any other cause,
are 8o unfortunate as to contract false marriages, should be legally em-
powered to annul such contracts, and thus escape their disastrous con-
sequences.

Miss Travis, of Canastota, gave & brief view of the want of
success by mankind in curing evil.

Mr. S. S. FosTer moved that the resolutions relating to mar-
riage be now taken up and acted upon.

Dr. HaLrock, thought the Convention at present unprepared
to act upon them uanderstandingly, and hoped action would not
be urged.

Hexry.C. WricHT was of the same opinion: The object in
the introduction of resolutions was to lead to discussion. He
moved to amend, to close the discussion on the question of
marriage by laying it on the table, and take up other topics.

Mr. FosteEr was satisfied if such disposition could be made
of these resolutions. He did not wish to adopt or reject them
—was unprepared to do either. He was a friend of marriage,
and therefore in favor of discussing it, as the more it was dis-
cussed, the firmer it would stand. The evils alluded to have
their origin out of the marriage relation, and their only cure
is in it. (Applause.) Marriage was one of nature’s arrange-
ments, and hence a necessity. No better could be invented.

Mrs. Braxcu said it was not marriage itself against which
she spoke, but the Institution as it is—the fulse relation.

Mr. FosTER was glad to hear Mrs. Branch say this. He
had thought all along this was what she was driving at. (Ap-
plause.) It was the false marriage, that begins in fraud 2nd
ends in quarrel, to which we would direct our efforts.

He expressed the surprise he felt at the Herald’s attack up-
on Mrs. Branch for her Rutland Speech. What, thought he, is
the Devil divided against himself? or is Mrs. B. an angel
from Heaven that Bennett should attack her? (a voice—hit
the Tribune too)! Yes, said Mr. Foster, there is the Tribune
too ! cold water could clean that of a vast amount of filth.

It is as wrong, said he, to call the false matches in the world
marriage, as to call the religions of the world Christianity.

In conclusion, he said that he would confess to the truth of
the charge made by the Democrats against the Tribune—that
that paper sees but one thing, and that is a « nigger.” He
was married to the race of negroes, and did not expect to get
a divorce till the last shackle has been struck from their
limbs.

Mr. WrienT amended his motion to lay the resolutions on

the table, and close the discussion at the close of the scasion.

RicrARD GLAZIER, of Ann Arbor, Mich., expressed a wish
to vote on the resolutions, and hoped they would be acted
upon.

De. Harrock objected to the proposed action on the ground
that voting was too cheap, and quite too senseless. Colleges
vote men D. D.’s, but it is 8 mere farce. We want-to take
these resolutions home and consider them, not voie upon them.

Mr. H. C. WrieHT next addressed the Convention, with his
usual force and earnestness, upon the question of marriage.—
He concluded by a fine and glowing tribate to woman.

Mrs. Brrrr of St. Louis followed. She reviewed the vari-
ous opinions that had been advanced, briefly noticed the several
points connected with the questions of marriage, womans
claims, etc., and then passed to the causes of conjugal misdi-
rection, faithfully pointing out the evils in modern society.—
She presented most affectingly the true source of human im-
provement, interior elevation and purification—and econcluded
by appealing to the Convention to each accomplish the work
for himself. No God can change us; we must change our-
selves. DMrs, Britt was loudly applauded at the close.

After a song from Miss Higgins, the Convention adjourned
to 2 P. M.

SECOND DAY, AFTERNOON EESSTON.

The Harmonists opened with a song. Mr. Parkxr Pras.
BURY of Boston, desired to give a somewhat new direction to
the discussion, though not ‘to preclude a farther discussion of
subjects before introduced. ¢ )

He expresséd a wish to be heard by as many as possible, as
it was evident to him after seeing the morning papers, that we
could not expect a correct report from the press. He enlarged
upon what he termed an acknowledged fact, that reporters
knowingly caricature and misrepresent all unpopular move-
ments because it pays—their readers like it.

He also stated that at the prayer meeting this morning in
one of the city churches, it was strongly counselled that if
nothing else wouid do it, violence should be employed to break
up the Convention.

He then proposed the following reselutions, which he pro-
ceeded to support :

Resolved, That the great and overshadowing sin of this nation s, its
system of southern chattel slavery—which while it rains its iron hail-
storms of the first and ¢¢ second death,”’ on its immediate victims, sub-
jugates also the whole people of the North-—it explains and expounds
the Constitution, determines the nominations of the Presidents, decides
on the decisions of the Judiciary, dictates the diplomacy at foreign
courts, shapes or modifies the Legislation, both State and Federal,
tramples down freedom of speech and the press, at the South, and
abridges it in the whole nation; colors or controls all the commercial,
educational and social interests and institutions, and most emphatically
molds the religion of the land, both by interpreting the Bible, regula
ting the missionary movements, and fixing the terms of sacramenta.
communion and fellowship.

Resolved, That this institution of cruclty and crime is extended and
perpetuated, only by means of the unhallowed governmental and eccle-
siastical union between the South and North.

Resolved, That the Union of these States is a erime that should not
have been committed, and & curse that should no looger be continued
—and loyalty to it is high treason to the government of God. And
while it rolls its ponderous wheels over the liberties of millions of en-
slaved and dehumanized, but still immortal beings, and gives their
masters the power to decide by votes of majorities, not only how long
their bloody system may exist under it, but over what new territory it
be extended, and by what means be replenished, whether by re-enact-
ing the Foreign Slave Trade, or increasing slave-breeding and slave-
brokerage at home, we can owe i¢ no allegiance; but instead we should
seek its immediale dissolution, by every instrumentality sanctioned by
the dictates of justice and humanity—and shouid the slaves themselves
in the true spirit of the American Revolution, rise ie rebellion against
their oppressors, our hearts, our hopes and our prayers, should be with
them in their righteous struggle.

Mr. Joux F. King of the New York Press, replied to
strictures of Mr. Pillsbury upon the press. He complained at
the universality of the charge—it was sweeping and general,
when it should have been specific. He pronounced the attack
sneaking and cowardly.

Mr. Pruissury said he could mention particular papers that
were unfaithful in their reports of the Rutland Convention.—
He could mention the Herald, Tribune and T'imes, and would
include the N. Y. Observer but he did not wish to class the
three others in quite so bad company.

A New York reporter had once admitted to him that report-
ers were not expected to have any principles. He concluded
by saying that the Republican presses were a little more out-
rageous than the Democratic, bad as they were.

Dr. Harrock thought these personal matters below the dig-
nity of the Convention.

Mr. WarreN Cuase of Harmonia, Mich., was a newspaper
scribbler himself, but did not come here to take part in the at-
tack upon newspaper reporters. He cared but little what
newspapers said about him, and hoped the subject would not
again disturb the proceedings. His object in coming to the
Convention was to join the great body of Alchemists who are
searching in the world’s laboratory for that philosopher’s stone,
the origin of evil. Thirty thousand clergymen are at present
proclaiming in this country that evil has its existence in origi-
nal depravity, and its cure in the atonement. But these al-
chemists have utterly failed upon their theory to bring about
reform.

Others have discovered the origin of all evil ir <lavery; yet
he believed that even Mr. Pillsbury, with all bis faith in this
creed, would send the slave-holders to heaven after the slaves
have been there long enough to prepare the country to receive
them. DMr. Wright has discovered the origin of evil in the
present peculiar propagation of man, and would apply his elixir
in a more proper manner of generation. But this theory, too,
was a failure. DMrs. Branch finds the cause of evil in the in-
stitution of marriage, but she had also failed to show its true
origin.

The speaker had been a diligent alchemist himself in the
laboratory—had failed to find the philosopher’s stone, and fi-
nally concluded that thereis no evil in the universe as an ab-
solute existence. Evil he believed to be a conditional institn-
tion. Who searched for it as a substantial existence, wounld
fail to make the discovery. He then seconded the resolution
of Mrs. Branch, declaring every child legitimate. ,

In the support of this resolution, the speaker said he'was the
offspring of illegitimacy; that he was born in New England,
and at four years of age was sold by the overseers of the poor
of one of the Eastern States, for a period of sixteen years, to a
cruel master. It was time that the rights of children should
be considered—children thrust into existence without their
knowledge or choice. The Church never looks after these il-
legitimate children, because their souls are not worth saving,
and they can add nothing to her coffers. Is it not time, he
asked, that these helpless and depraved children are protected ?
Thousands are thrown upon the world destitute, like himself,
and for that reason he would urge the resolution, and suggest
measures to protect and shelter the weak aud defenseless off-
spring of illegitamacy.

Mr. S. S. Foster never had felt disposed to spend much
timo in asoertaining the cause of cvil, but was only solicitous










