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THE LITERATURE OF SPIRITUALISM.
I CONTINUED̂

S P IR IT S  OP A  M IX E D  C H A R A C T E R .*

Again, let it be noted what kind o f men these are, who thus 
profess to communicate. They are not all Bacons or Swe­
denborgs—not all good fathers, mothers, or other kith and-kin 
of the company—not all good spirits even, but often, by their 
own showing, and as shown by their works, and confessed by 
their living correspondents—they are “ undeveloped,” “ unpro- 
.gressed” spirits; in more scriptural English, “ wicked,” “ se­
ducing,” “ lying” spirits— spirits whose characters were the 
same in their earthly life, and who do not profess to have great­
ly changed in casting off “ this mortal coil.” This characteris­
tic of the manifestations is not, however, a discovery of outside 
observers—something detected and charged upon the faithful 
against their own professions—as seems to be generally sup­
posed. On the contrary, none appear to be more thoroughly 
aware of it than Spiritualists themselves. They understand 
and teach, that not the gate of transparent horn only, but the 
polished ivory gatet as well has been opened into the land of 
visions—that spirits of all grades, exalted and debased, clean 
&nd unclean, veracious and lying,— “ black spirits and white, 
blue spirits and grey,”— all that choose, are free to approach 
this breathing world and hold converse with men. I t  can be 
no marvel, then, if  faithful records of the manifestations are 
foil of nonsense and absurdity, puerilities and inanity, false 
teaching and even blasphemy. Honest Spiritualists freely con­
fess to this mixed character of their familiars; and the quasi-spir­
its themselves own that among their number are mischievous 
and lying spirits, low and undeveloped, earthly and groveling 
in their affinities, yearning after the old flesh-pots, and eager in 
any way to renew their earthly associations; often for this pur­
pose, personating good spirits, the more readily to obtain cre­
dence a t the telegraphic pigeon-hole and get control of the 
wires. This feature of Spiritualism no good Christian will be 
likely to controvert; inasmuch, as the intervention of evil 
spirits in the affairs of this world is veritable Christian 
doctrine. But to good Spiritualists, this feature is not only 
no detriment to the system, but on the contrary, a positive 
advantage. I t  effectually strips the communications, they 
say, of all claim to authority—the thing of all others they es­
pecially deprecate—and throws the recipients upon the exer­
cise of their own reason and judgment. The doctrine is, that' 
the teaching of professed spirits is to be accepted or rejected 
not on the authority of names, but solely on its own merits; 
that not even the name of Lord Verulam, or B. Franklin, or 
o f one’s own father, can fix the character of a communication 
as good or evil, true or false; for the reason that such names, 
as we have seen, are often assumed by lying spirits, in order to 
deceive. This doctrine, however, it will be noticed, placing 
such teaching, as it does, on essentially the same level as that 
of like spirits yet in the flesh, effectually strips Spiritualism of 
all just claim to be regarded as a revelation, or ground of re­
ligious faith, and renders the more glaring and inexcusable 
the folly of those who make it a substitute, in any degree, for 
that which comes—and which so readily commends itself to 
right reason and judgment, as coming—from God, and God 
only.

Do Spiritualists admit, then, that it is all uncertainty with 
them—that they can place no confidence in spirits, and never 
satisfy themselves as to the matter of identity ? Not at all. 
They claim to have a faculty of “ discerning” spirits—partly 
by the character of the communications made—partly, as in 
the case of old acquaintances, by personal characteristics, 
mental and moral, and other indications of actual identity. 
They solve the problem, in short, as business men solve it, on 
receiving letters from correspondents. From practice and 
habit, the marks of identity are perceived, and a judgment 
formed intuitively, and almost unconsciously. . The ques­
tion gives them little perplexity, as it causes little in commer­
cial circles, albeit frauds and crimes are there abundant, 
because no criterion of such identity can bo perfectly sure.

B ut this source of uncertainty is not the only one. I t  is to be 
noted farther, that the communications, from whatever spirits 
emanating, are often more or less colored by  ̂ the mental 
and moral qualities of the medium. Both style and tone, lan­
guage and thought, are not unfrequently thus affectcd—a cir­
cumstance which, more than any other, has subjected the in­
tegrity of mediums to suspicion, and lent plausibility to the 
theory of collusion and imposture. This source of uncertainty 
is freely admitted by Spiritualists. Their chief writers say explic­
itly, that instruction is not to be looked for “ much above the 
mental development of the medium.” B ut their explanation 
is found in the necessary limitations and conditions of medium- 
sh ip ; and the communications, under these conditions, being

* The reader will please observe that all these sub-headings have 
been introduced by the Editor of this paper, in order to facilitate the 
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liable to be thus affected, from the very nature of the case. 
And they urge that even in the matter of divine revelation, 
communications from God through prophets and apostles par­
take in like manner, more or less, as to style and form, of the 
personal characteristics of the inspired men .through whom they 
come. Be this explanation satisfactory, or not, it readily finds 
a place in the general theory of mediumship or of the modus 
operandi of the manifestations which Spiritualism itself fur­
nishes.

T H E O R Y  OF M E D IU M S H IP .

And what is this modus operandi ? How is it that spirits, 
according to Spiritualism, produce the phenomena ascribed to 
them? Both Spiritualists, and the professed spirits, reply that 
there is in nature, a subtle imponderable, analogous to magnet­
ism, related to vitality and the nervous organism, the con­
necting link between mind and matter, the agent by which 
volition instantly s e t3  in action the muscles, and thus the spirit 
within moves ponderous bodies without; and that this subtle 
entity, or agent, constitutes a peculiar aura, or atmosphere, in 
connection with certain persons known as mediums, by means of 
which, and its two-fold affinity for both matter and mind, 
and under its proper conditions and laws, spirits from the spirit- 
world—a world lying all about us—may produce sounds, move 
bodies, exhibit lights, assume visible or tangible forms, induce 
trance, “ possess” thê , medium, speak or act through his or­
gans, impress his mind, be seen by him— [hence the word “seer”] 
— in short, produce all the phenomena which go to make up 
the history of Spiritualism ; by means of which, also, even 
spirits yet in the body—persons known as mesmerizers, and by 
other appellations—may likewise induce trance, paralyze limbs, 
impress the mind, read the thoughts, and produce the other phe­
nomena, known under the various names of mesmerism, biolo­
gy, hypnotism, etc. On this hypothesis, it is not spirits alone, 
nor natural law alone that produces the manifestations; but 
spirits and natural law, or force, combined—spirits using nat­
ural law, and thus producing phenomena;— a hypothesis trans­
ferring such phenomena, at onee, from the super-natural to the 
natural, and bringing them as completely within the compass of 
nature and natural law, as is muscular action produced by vo­
lition, speaking or hearing by the use of air, seeing by the use 
of light, working a telegraph by the use of magnetism, or a 
steam engine by the use of caloric. I t  is mind producing re­
sults by the appropriate means. Such, as we comprehend it, 
is the Spiritualistic theory. Some statements of it vary the 
terms somewhat, and describe it more under the idea of a force, 
analogous to other forces in nature, but more closely connect­
ed with mind, the presumed primal source of power and caus­
ation.

Such is a brief analysis of Spiritualism in its most favorable 
aspect, as seen from its own stand-point, and in the light of its 
own records. We have dwelt upon it the more at length, be­
cause we are convinced that the characteristic points of Spirit­
ualism are, in general, not well understood, especially among 
those who have not made it a special object of study; and be­
cause, also, we are convinced that its true relations to similar 
phenomena m other ages of the world, are likewise misappre­
hended, or overlooked ; and that, in consequence of this double 
misapprehension, especially on the part of educated and Chris­
tian men, the great and growing evils which Spiritualism 
is confessedly working, not only in this, but in other lands, 
have been, for the most part, but imperfectly and ineffectually 
met.

ID E N T IT Y  W IT H  M E D IE V A L  A N D  A N C IE N T  S P IR IT U A L IS M .

The essential identity of modern Spiritualism with other 
forms of Spiritualism, medieval and ancient, is a point con­
fessed, or rather claimed by both Spiritualists and spirits, and 
is too striking not to arrest the attention of the most superficial 
inquirer. Whoever looks at witchcraft, not through the or­
dinary glasses of modem sadduceeic history, but in the light of 
original records, will discover in its various phenomena, almost 
every lineament and characteristic of the modern manifesta­
tions. The same rappings and mysterious noises—the same 
disturbance of tables and other furniture—the same musical 
strains, visible and tangible forms, lights and other physical 
wonders— the same proofs of intelligence—the same trances, 
dreams and visions—the same asserted agency of spirits— the 
same commingling in the manifestations of sense and nonsense, 
manliness and puerility, benevolence and wickedness, may be 
found detailed in the pages of “ Jo. Glanvil,” as in those of 
Judge Edmonds and Dr. Hare. The persons called witches, 
or wizzards, were, in modern phrase, “ mediums;” for the most 
part, doubtless, the passive, and often unconscious subjects of 
an influence for which the ignorance of the age and ecclesias­
tical bigotry held them responsible, and rashly condemned 
them to the stake or the gibbet. The chief apparent difference 
between the medieval and the modem manifestations grows out 
of the difference in education and culture between that age and 
this. Three centuries ago, all our modern mediums would have 
been hung for witchcraft. If, as some have feared, the char­
acter of this age, in respect to superstition, is in danger of suf­
fering from the extravagances of Spiritualism, so, its character 
in respect to enlightened reason and Christian principle is equal­
ly  endangered by the the spirit and tone of not a few who have

attempted to counteract Spiritualism— a spirit and tone, which 
have seemed to lack only the power, to reproduce, in this age, 
the scenes of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries^ when 
witches were hung, burned and drowned by thousands.

Not less manifest is the identity of modern Spiritualism, in 
its leading phenomena, with the oracles, divination and necro­
mancy of ancient Greece, Egypt, and the Orient. And here, 
again, for correct impressions, we must consult, not the mod­
ern historian, who has written, wearing the opaque spectacles 
of materialism and doubt, but the writers of that age, the eye­
witnesses often of the very things they describe. Fortunately, 
all the trouble of consulting on this point rare and forbidding 
tomes, and culling out the testimony of the original witnesses, 
has been saved to the inquirer by the vigorous writer of Apoc- 
atastasis, one of the books named at the head of this article. 
We have no room for details.' But suffice it to say, that 
no form of the modern manifestations, whether physical or 
psychological, is without parallel in the writings of Iamblicus, 
Ammianus, Philostratus, or other ancient authors; especially 
Iamblicus, the great historian and expounder of ancient Spir­
itualism. The writer of Apocastatasis, after citing from these 
authors descriptions of the various ancient manifestations, gath­
ers them up in a catalogue as follows:

“ Under the head of physical manifestations we find, lights, 
both fixed and moved; halo encircling the medium; spectra, 
luminous, or otherwise visible; self-visible spirits; sounds, 
cries, voices in the air, trumpets, speaking spectres, musical 
intonations, musical instruments played; inert bodies moved 
and suspended in the air; mediums suspended and moving in 
the air. The physiological manifestations were, trance, mag­
netic sleep, magnetic insensibility. The psychological, or 
physiologico-psychological, were, spirit-speaking, spirit-wri­
ting, speaking unknown languages, answering mental questions, 
clairvoyance, both in relation to time and space-; magnetiza­
tion by the eye, by the hand, by music, and by w ater; spirits 
answering questions through mediums and without mediums.” 
Such is the lis t; and it would be difficult to make out a more 
accurate and comprehensive one of the modern manifestations, 
as every one conversant with them must see at a glance, than 
is furnished in this catalogue of the ancient.

ID ENTITY  W IT H  BIBLE SPIR ITU A LISM .

A  similar identity clearly exists between modern Spirit­
ualism and many forms of what may be called the Spiritualism 
of the Bible. In  the woman of Endor we have an excellent 
speaking and clairvoyant “ medium,”—passive, for the most 
part, in the whole transaction—neither an impostor, nor des­
cribed as such—frightened, not at the ghost, but at discovering 
her visitor to be Saul, (suspecting a trap,)—the whole a 
clear example of spirit-seeing and spirit-speaking, with no sad- 
duceeism in the narrative, no circumlocution, no what “claimed 
to be” Samuel, what “ purported” to be Samuel, but simply 
“ Samuel” spake so and so ; the whole manifestation a good 
prototype of the modern; simple and easy of interpretation, 
taken literally— in any other light, an exegetical stumbling- 
block. So, in the “ possessions” of the New Testament we 
have striking parallels of many of the modern phenomena; 
spirits,—real spirits, not diseases, if we credit the record, dai- 
monia, disembodied men possibly— entering into the bodies 
of men, throwing them down, tearing them, speaking through 
their organs, and in many other ways exhibiting the phenome­
na attributed in these days to “ undeveloped” intruders from 
the spirit world. The damsel “ possessed with a spirit of di­
vination,” who recognized Paul as the servant of God, was 
likewise controlled by a real spirit which Paul exorcised. So 
the entire scriptures, Old Testament and New, are full of allu­
sions to the agency and influence of spirits ; “ lying spirits,” 
inspiring the false prophets; “ familiar spirits,” working all 
manner of abominations ; “ unclean spirits,” swarming around 
“ impressible” subjects, to accomplish through them their low 
and wicked purposes; “ seducing spirits,” transforming them­
selves, it may be, into angels of light, to pervert truth and 
righteousness and “ seduce if  it were possible, even the elect.” 
All these have their parallels, more or less distinct, in the 
modern records. And then a considerable element of idolatry, 
as exhibted in the Bible, what was it but the worship of 
“ demons,”— deified human souls ? W hat was it but holding 
intercourse with such spirits, asking and taking their advice, 
yielding to their influence, working by their aid, the deeds of 
sorcery and witchcraft, of enchantment, divination, and necro­
mancy ? And what was the sin of this idolatry but the sub­
stitution of these spirits and their counsels in the place of God 
and his commands?-—questions which Spiritualists, who care 
to distinguish between necromancy and revelation, the word of 
Paeon and the word of God, the “ doctrines of devils” and the 
<• faith of the gospel,” the “ worshipping of angels” and the 
worship of Jehovah—will do well to ponder.

Nor is this parallelism which we are considering, limited in 
all respects to the Bible demonology. I t  cannot but have 
struck the reader that it extends likewise, as to the modus ope­
randi, the form  and modes of manifestation—but in this alone 
— to the divine communications which “ came not in old time 
by the will of man; but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by tho Holy Ghost.” The prophets and seers of tho

Old Testament, and the apostles and inspired writers of the 
New,—what were they but divinely constituted “ mediums”—  
if it be permissible to use the term— through whom the divine 
spirit, not demons, not souls, opened the wisdom and light of 
heaven upon the error and darkness of earth ? In the dreams, 
visions and ecstacies of the prophets, in the trances and visions 
of Peter and Paul, in the Apocalypse of John, given in sym­
bolic visions when he was in the spirit on the Isle of Patmos, 
not directly by the Holy Ghost, but mediately by an angel, a 
spirit messenger, his “ fellow servant, and of his brethren the 
prophets,” and whom he was forbidden to worship ; in these, 
and in other characteristics of divine revelation, there is a re­
semblance in manner and form, to corresponding modes of the 
modern phenomena, too striking to be overlooked. And, 
whether these modes and forms of our day be facts or not, 
certainly to those who believe them to be such, they cannot 
but have an important bearing on their views of inspiration, 
and of the relations of inspiration and miracles to the laws of 
nature. We have not space to pursue this point farther, but 
barely suggest it for the thoughtful consideration, not of Spir 
itualists only, but of theologians as well, before turning from 
our examination of the Spiritualistic literature proper to that 
which has originated in opposition to Spiritualism.

CO NCLUD ED  IN  O U R N E X T .

For the Spiritual Age.
TEUE SANCTITIES.

BY Q. S. B.
By our truth, however lowly,

We walk level with the Angels;
Making, not one fraction solely,
But all days and places holy,

And our common words evangels.

By the tones that make us Human,
We are verily Divine;

True Messiah is every true Man,
Pure Madonna each pure Woman,

And their home the holiest shrine.

In her hands are all things plastic;
Serving food for body and soul;

Every loaf and cup are mystic,
Wine and Life-bread Eucharistic,

Crowning daily board and bowL 
Under his hard hand an Altar 

The red forge is, and the ring 
Of loud hammer, axe, and coulter,

1 Chaunts the true Fane’s rhythmic Psalter,
To the tune the Angels sing.

God has taught but one Religion—
One in every age and land,—

To do well in what condition 
Thou art born to, in what region 

Waits the ministry of thy hand.

God has written but one Bible—
Love—compressed in one quick word;

Priests may preach their solemn libel,
But the true Heart’s best disciple 

Is more great than all their herd.

For tho Spiritual Age.

THE MORAL-SOCIAL PROBLEM.
S P O N T A N E IT Y  V S . M O R A LS.

I t  is the crucial contradiction-in-fact of the old school theo­
ry of total depravity— now, however, much discredited—that 
instances of spontaneous goodness have always been observed 
in human actions, not as a singular, but as a frequent fact. 
But if  this be true, its opposite, namely, the frequency of spon­
taneous evil, is equally true. I f  the former be frequently ob­
served, the latter also is constantly known, and is too familiar 
to need especial illustration. What, then, is the conception 
(of the truth) which logically reconciles these opposing facts, 
from neither of which alone, can, by any ingenuity, be derived 
a true theory of the moral constitution of human nature.

In purely spontaneous activity there is necessarily implied 
the absence of any regulative principle derived from knowl­
edge ; the only limit or restraint to spontaneous activity being 
the necessary extent (reach) of the spontaneous impulse or power. 
Its  procedure is therefore irrespective of the character, i. e., the 
moral good or moral evil, of its acts.

Take, therefore, from the actions of men all that morals give, 
induced as a regulative motor in human actions, there remains 
only pure spontaneity, which, in humanity, is the natural, pas­
sional (or affectional) appetites, passing (spontaneously) into 
acts for the pleasure and gratification of the self individually, 
exclusive of and irrespective of other selves.

We cannot here enter into the genesis of morals, but^must 
content ourselves with the statement that they are not derived 
from nature, but from history—morals being in their origin a 
recoil or reaction, from tho felt evils to which spontaneity nec­
essarily led. ’

Now, however, when the precepts (or conceptions) of mor­
als, slowly bom from the primitive obtuseness of the mind it­
self,—itself dependent for its expansion on the informing in­
fluence of experience (or history)— enter into the mind of the 
racc, and become motors regulative of human activity, the 
pushing of human spontaneity into evil (moral) acts is an­
tagonized or negatived, by a motive wo exercise in virtue of 
moral prccepts in tho mind.

Our outward activities thus subjected, precised, cease to be 
spontaneous and become moral.

Logically we see, that if  spontaneous activity exhibited it­
self but in one of these ways—namely, either in unvarying 
good or total depravity—voluntary, and after it moral, activi­
ty would be impossible.

Precisely, therefore, in the degree in which the spontaneous 
yields to the moral (in the mind) in the outworking o f human 
activity, does man attain to his highest estate and approach to 
the scheme of a truly divine life.

Here, then, it seems to us, is, as briefly and simply as poem- 
ble, stated, the one sole and only possible ground of achieving 
the higher life of humanity; and here alone can be solved the 
problem of human destiny.

When, therefore, M. Rothe, in his famous “ Ethik,” avows the 
cardinal doctrine of his new theology, namely, “ that tha 
moral problem is but a continuation of the processes o f (spon­
taneous) creation,” * * “ entrusted to the creature,” he is 
clearly in error. The spontaneous and moral are not only 
not grades of the same energy, but the latter is only possible 
on the yielding of the former,— they are respectively antago­
nistic, as every man since the world began should know. H ie  
moral life is, therefore, not a continuance or extension o f the 
spontaneous, but the latter is antagonistic to the former. 
Hence the solution of the moral problem is only possible by 
the subordination of the spontaneous activity to the moral. 
We can never, therefore, attribute a moral character to spon­
taneous acts, though these latter may be not evil to the moral 
standard.

But the idea is continually broached, that there cannot be 
any exact principle or rule of morals; but that the contrary 
can be shown, we do not for a moment doubt.

Every voluntary act whatever, which regards or purposes 
the self-hood of one person, to the sacrifice or injury o f an. 
other, is moral evil.

The difficulty with those who question or deny the exaot 
character of morals, we are amply conscious, arises from the 
confounding of various classes of evil, under the term moral. 
Hence, also, arises the absurd theory of the identity o f evil 
and growth. Moral precepts or principles are themselves 
never subject to law of growth, they being enonnoed and 
taught once for all ages. The earliest moralities are therefore 
identical with the latest. ‘

I t  appears to us that no principle which does not enter into 
and compose an integral part of tho system of Nature, can 
be more definite or exact, than the definition o f morality we 
have expressed.

Now apply this principle to all existing human affairs, and 
there is not one of them, nor an iota of them, which would 
not be revolutionized by it. And a special study o f the ne­
cessary conditions of a true social order has rigidly established 
with me that no attempt to reach a truer life which does con­
cede the rightful inviolability and practically satisfy the de­
mands of this cardinal principle of morals, can be successful.

The practical believers in a future true social order, are des­
tined to re-examine the foundation of their theories, to intelli­
gently discard the utterly false hypothesis and doctrines of a  
Fourier, the fantasie and chimera of an imagination inoompe- 
tent to test the truth of its deliverances, and to find the neces­
sary basis and force of their co-operative effort in an exaot 
code of pure morals. . R i v u l e t .

T h e  M ind o f  ChilptfioocL
Is not the mind of childhood the tenderest, holiest thing 

this side of heaven? Is it not to be approached with gentle­
ness, with love—yes, with a heart-worship of the great God 
from whom, in almost angel-innocence, it has proceeded ?—a 
creature undefiled by the taint of the world, unvexed by its 
injustice, unwiaried by its hollow pleasures ?—a being fresh 
from the source of light, with something of its universal lus­
tre in it ? I f  childhood be this, how holy the duty to see that, 
in its onward growth, it shall be no other!— to stand as a 
watcher at the temple, lest any unclean thing should enter it.—  
Jerrold.

Great Men.
A great man ia always willing to be little. While he sits 

on the cushion of advantages, he goes to sleep. When he is  
pushed, tormented, defeated, he has a chance to learn some­
thing; he has b e e n  put on his wits in his manhood, he has 
gained facts; learns his ignorance; is cured of the insanity o f  
conceit; has got moderation and real skill. The wise man all 
ways throws himself on the side of his. assailants. I t  is more 
to his interest than it is to theirs to find his weak point. The 
wound cicatrizes and falls off from him like a dead skin, and 
when they would triumph, lo, he has passed on invincible.

Do not come to me, and tell me you are fit to join the 
church, because you love to pray morning and night. Tell 
me what your praying has done for you ; and then call your 
neighbors, and let me hear what they think it has done for 
you.—Beecher.

Victory over temptation is the test o f  truo manhood.
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' SA T U R D A Y ,  AUGUST 28,  1858.

rPTTB! C H R IS T IA N  F R E E M A N ’S R E P L Y .
We commenced, some time since, a review of a series of 

articles on Spiritualism, by the editor of the Christian Free­
man, of this city. .This review was interrupted by our illness, 
and consequent temporary absence from our post. We have 
been repeatedly solicited to resume and finish the work. This 
we propose to do, after having first noticed an attempt at re­
ply, which we find in the Freeman of Aug. 13th. We do 
this, not with the slightest intention of endeavoring to out- 
write our voluble and verbose critic, or expectation of con­
vincing a man who avows himself so “ fixed” in his opinions 
that even an angel from heaven could" not induce a change; 
but chiefly in the hope of enabling candid readers to discrimi­
nate between what pertains distinctively to Spiritualism, and 
what is mistakenly alleged of it.

A t the outset, we pointed out three cardinal errors into 
which the editor of the Freeman had fallen, and which vitia­
ted all his criticisms, which were as follows :
, “  1st, That Spiritualists are a new religious sect with a peculiar and
generally accepted system of theology; 2c3, That they as a sect, believe 
certain doctrines on the ‘ authority of mesmeric circles and trance or 
somnambulic speaking;’ 3d, That among-these is ‘ the Calvinistic doc­
trine of innate depravity.............. in a form more virulent than intelli­
gent Calvinists will admit they hold. ’ ”  "

In  reply, our critic denies that these representations are at 
all erroneous, and modestly intimates that he knows far more 
about the matter than we do. Of the theology of Spiritual­
ists with whom he is acquainted he says :

“ They deny the being of an intelligent and governing God; they de­
ny that there is any God with power to work a proper miracle. They 
ascribe the origin of thc world, and of all things, including man, to a 
natural law of development, and affect to extinguish the Bible believer 
by a flout at the making of the woman of a rib of the man! We meet 
with no class of people, not even the disciplined converts through the 
old Calvinistic ‘ law-work, ’ that are more ready and uniform in a 
statement of doctrines that are homogeneous with their class.”

Now, we do not question that .there are believers in spirit- 
communion who hold opinions very like what are here stated ; 
but we do deny that such opinions are anything like universal 
among them, or that they constitute any part of Spiritualism 
proper. For ourself, we utterly refuse to subscribe to any 
such creed; and we know that it is by no means generally 
accepted as the distinctive faith of Spiritualists. I t  is true 
that Atheists may and have become convinced of the reality 
of spirit-existence and intercourse, and this makes them Spir­
itualists; but it does not follow that Spiritualists are Atheists. 
Mr. Cobb is aware that there are important theological differ­
ences even among his own sect. Some modern Universalists 
(as Bev. Dr. Williamson and his school), hold substantially 
the old Calvinistic ideas of Divine Sovereignty, including 
Foreordination and Predestination, while Mr. Cobb, if we 
mistake not, repudiates them. Would he not consider it a 
misrepresentation, were wc to hold up those doctrines about 
whioh his sect differ, as part and parcel of Universalism? 
Many Universalists hold to a stato of temporary imperfection 
and corrective discipline beyond the grave, while Mr. Cobb and 
some others seem to believe in an immediate translation into 
bliss ineffable. Would it be honest for us to present either of 
these views a3 the distinctive creed of Universalists?

We again affirm, what every well-informed man knows to be 
true, that Spiritualists, as such, are not distinguished by any 
peculiar and generally-accepted system of theology. Their 
agreement is only on a question of fact—the fact of spirit-exis- 
tence and communication—while on all theological and moral 
questions they differ as do other people, each honest mind 
among th«m seeking the truth, with the best light it knows 
how to obtain from all sources. I f  then our reviewer desires 
to rebuke or argue against Atheism, let him do it under its 
proper designation, and not as Spiritualism.

Again says the Freeman:
' “  And, furthermore, they do, generally, found their characteristic 

theory of belief on the authority of what they receive as spirit-mani- 
festations. Of course they do; and we are astonished at Mr. Newton’s 
affected denial of it .”

I f  we could be “ astonished” at anything from this source, 
this paragraph would call forth our special wonder,— for 
both its ambiguity and its audacity. Is it not one of the most 
prominent charges brought against Spiritualists, that they im­
piously reject all authority in matters of religious doctrine ? 
We solemnly repeat that the teachings or opinions of spirits 
are not received by intelligent Spiritualists as “ authority,” 
any farther than the doctrines taught commend themselves to 
their own judgments. Then the authority is that of perceived 
truth—not of spirits. There may be and doubtless are Spir­
itualists weak-minded enough to merely substitute the authority 
of modern spirits for that of clergymen, or of ancient Bible-writers 
and Bible-spirits. O f such unfortunates we make no defence ; 
and no candid man will put them forth as representatives of 
the class. Spirit-manifestations, indeed, when genuine, are 
“ authority” for the belief that spirits exist and do manifest 
themselves—not for doctrinal theories. I f  this is all our crit- 

s io means, then he knows we have not denied it. Again :
“  And lastly, the Calvinistic doctrine of native depravity, or origin 

and seat of sin in the spirit, is there.”

This is not the point of our denial. We concede that Spir­
itualists generally (there may be some exceptions) believe in the 
reality of native or inborn depravity, or hereditary tendencies 
to evil. But we denied, and still deny, that those who be­
lieve this hold it “ in a form more virulent than intelligent 
Calvinists will admit they hold.” We explained the sense in 
which we understand it. This explanation our critic is pleased 
to consider “ mostly verbiage,” and thinks our rendering of 
some of Paul’s language would be new to the old apostle. 
Possibly so : it may be true to facts, nevertheless.

“  The apostle speaks of but two natures appertaining to man, the car­
nal and the spiritual; and he knows of but two states of human exist­
ences, the earthly and the heavenly. . . . Paul knows no body after 
the dissolution of the natural body, or of its natural life, but the spirit­
ual body.”

Suppose Paul did not know more than this, what then ? So 
far as appears, he knew nothing of the numerous distinct or­
gans of the human mind, as established by modern Phrenolo­
gy, nor of the several distinct strata which make up the earth, 
nor of a thousand other discoveries of modern science. Shall 
we refuse to learn anything because Paul did not know it?

B ut Paul does recognize the identical three-fold distinction^ 
in the human constitution which we delineated. Hear him : ’

“  I pray God that your whole spirit, and soul, and body, be pre­
served blameless,”  etc. 1  Thess. v. 2 3 .  (See also Hebrews iv. 1 2 . )

Says Dr. Doddrigde on this passage:
“ It is very evident that the apostle here refers to a notion prevalent 

among the Rabbis, as well as the philosophers, (Pythagoreans, Platon- 
ists and Stoics,) that the person of man was constituted of three dis­
tinct substances, the rational spirit, the animal soul, and the visible 
body.”

I f  this analysis is right, the “ carnal” nature of man includes 
what Paul calls the “ soul” [psyche], what philosphers have 
called the “ animal soul,” what we have termed the animal spirit. 
This “ soul” does not die or become dissolved with the visible 
body, but continues to live as the external of the “ spirit;” 
and until it be purified and spiritualized, the person, even 
though in the spirit-world, continues to live a “ carnal” life.

■ This may seem very “ degrading” to one who lazily hopes one 
day to slough off all his evil propensities, as easily as the snake 
does his old skin; but to him who really understands his own 
nature, and resolutely determines to -overcome, a t the earliest 
possible moment, ail evil in himself, and thus enter the resur­
rection state in th^ present life, it comes home as a stimulating 
and purifying truth.,^^ ,

When we pushed our opponent to the wall by saying that 
the mere “ flesh,” when the life-principle [or animal soul] has 
departed from it. so far as our observation goe3, manifests no 
propensities to moral evil; it neither loves nor hates,—has 
neither appetites nor passions,—he calls it a “ slight of words,” 
intended “ to bewilder the reader’s mind.” We think other­
wise. I t  seems to us a conclusive fact against his theory.

We referred to the “ lying spirits” and possessing demons of 
the Bible, as evidence that human beings carry evil propensi­
ties to the spirit-life. We are told that this is all labor lost, 
for our reviewer has already “ explained” those spirits and de­
mons to be mere diseases ! To this we will only rejoin, that 
the same explanatory legerdemain which can transform these 
talking intelligences into “ diseases,” is equally competent to 
explain angels and God himself into “ hallucinations,” “ elec­
tric emanations,” and “ od-force."

In  our second article, we cited Mr. Cobb’s own admission of 
the reality of spirit-manifestation and mental intercommunica­
tion, as showing that no “ partition-walls” exist or ever have 
existed between this and the spirit-world, such as to prevent 
communication and manifestation, except those which had 
their foundation in the ignorance, superstition, and non-spir­
ituality of mankind. Thus convinced out of his own mouth, 
our critic again uncivilly charges us with “ slight of hand,” 
and asks :

“ Does our neighbor believe that there is nothing but ‘ ignorance, su­
perstition, and non-spirituality,’ with the inhabitants of earth, which 
prevents a common, constant, personal, tangible intercourse and co- 

• habitancy, unmistakably obvious to the senses, between them and the 
spirits of the departed? If not, his essay at giving our statement the 
go-by, is disreputable.”

We reply that we surely do believo the spirit-world and its 
inhabitants are constantly so related to our present sphere of 
existence, that it only requires such a degree of spirituality 
on our part as will result in the constant opening of our spir­
itual senses, (which many occasionally and some almost con­
stantly enjoy,) to render that world and those beings as unmis­
takably obvious as they were to the opened spiritual sight of 
Mr. Cobb’s own departing child.* And we also believe that 
ignorance of our own spiritual nature and faculties, with su­
perstitious notions regarding the spiritual world, are great hin­
drances to the attainment of that condition.

As to his erroneous citation of the authority of M. Arago 
and the Baron Yon Reichenbach, for the existence of the Ma- 
hanic Od-force, Mr. Cobb confesses he may have been misled— 
as he surely has; and that magnificent humbug collapses the 
moment those illustrious names are withdrawn. But he virtu­
ally insists {hat the facts he has cited prove the existence of 
such a force, whether those philosophers have recognized it or 
not. We beg leave to differ. The facts are just as good for 
the spiritual theory as for the odylic—nay, better; for they 
are analogous to certain other facts which evince not only 
force, but intelligence. Odyle, even if proved to exist, has no 
intelligence : human spirits are known or admitted to exist, 
and they have intelligence. The odylic theory, therefore, seeks 
to au unknown, mysterious and inadequate cause; while the 
spiritual theory accepts of a known, simple and all-sufficient 
agency. Hence the latter has every way the preference.

Are we told that this is all assumption ?—
------an assumption just as good as it would be to assume that the

spirits carry up the stones and cast them down in meteoric showers; 
that spirits strike the earth and jar the ground in the production of earth­
quakes; that spirits are engaged in firing off their spiritual cannons in 
the production of lightning and thunder, and that the spirits carry up 
the water and sprinkle it down upon us in the rain.”

Not at all—for there is this immense difference, that me­
teoric showers never write the names of our departed friends ; 
earthquakes never tip out intelligible sentences letter by letter; 
thunder and lightning never claim to be produced by spirits ; 
and rain-drops never spell out messages from the loved ones 
gone before. All these things, and more, are done by the phe­
nomena which we ascribe to spirits. a .  e .  n .

* See Memoir of James Arthur Cobb.

Mr. Brittan’s Domestic Affliction.
Our associate has been called to drink of the cup of paren­

tal anguish. We* feel it needless to say, that in this hour of 
sorrow our brother and his companion have the tender sympa­
thies of thousands of hearts throughout the country. The fol­
lowing note received by us will acquaint our readers with the 
nature of this affliction, and also assure them that a calm and 
cheerful faith, like a light from behind a dark cloud, illumes 
the hearts of the stricken ones:

D e a r  N e w t o n  : I have been home several days, owing to the extreme 
i l l n e s s  of our youngest child. He has been a miracle of patient suf­
fering^ but he suffers no more! Yesterday afternoon I was at Mr. 
Munson’s rijoms in New York, when Mrs. Hazen, being entranced, 
sa id :

“ I see a white dove descending; it has a little bud in its beak; it 
nestles in your bosom; it is now looking upward as though it were 
about to fly away with the bud.”

Well, at 2  o’clock this morning our little C a r l  S t r y k e r , six months 
old, entered into rest. Verily t h e  ■w h i t e  d o v e  h a s  f l o w n ,  and the 
B e d  that we all cherished so tenderly, will unfold and bloom in a fair­

e r  clime. I t is well. S .  B .  B r i t t a n .

Newark, N. J., Aug. 20,1858.

T h e  K ia n to n e  G ro v e  M e e tin g .— It will be seen by refer­
ence to the call elsewhere, that the time of this meeting has 
been changed, so as not to conflict with the Utica Convention.

L O U IS V IL L E  S P IR IT U A L L Y  A W A K E .
The subjoined letter was received in June, and we should 

have long since published the fact that an Association of the 
Friends of Progress was organized in that city last spring. 
But our correspondent’s letter, from some inadvertence, was 

; mislaid and lost sight of for a time. There are some excellent 
friends in Louisville, as we have had occasion to learn by a 
pleasant personal experience. We congratulate thefti on the 
signs of promise which make the Present a hopeful prophecy 
of the more glowing Future, when man—by tbe process of his 
natural growth and spiritual refinement—shall be released 
from the unholy dominion of ancient superstition, popular ig­
norance, selfish ambition and perverted passions. For this 
great deliverance we watch and w ait; and we are happy to 
know that our friends in Kentucky perceive that along with 
fervent prayer and patient waiting, an earnest ■work is de­
manded, and in which each and every true friend will engage 
with a strong hand, unyielding purpose and a loving heart;

“  Who would be f r e e ,  him self niust strike the blow.”  s. b . b .

S. B . B r i t t a n ,  Esq.—Dear S ir : The seeds of truth which you sowed 
in this city last winter, did not all 'fall by the wayside and in barren 
places, but many fell into soil prepared to receive them, and the result 
has been truly refreshing. An organization of professed Spiritualists 
has been effected, on, it is hoped, a permanent basis— no, only for mu­
tual improvement, but for the dissemination of the faith—not of the 
knowledge of spiritual intercourse. And I know that you will join me 
in the wish that the little acorn of reform so unostentatiously planted 

j here, bursting through the stony ground of error, may spring into a 
gigantic oak of truth, stretch its Btalwart branches over the State, bo 
that beneath its fresh foliage and in its refreshing shade, the sons and 
daughters of old Kentucky may clap their hands in gladness, and sing 
anthems of praise to the great God of spiritual freedom.

Yours very truly, G e o .  C. S t e d m a n ,

Cor. Secretary of the Association of the Friends of Progress.

PROGRESS OF THE TRUTH.
From all that we are able to learn, it would appear that a 

conviction of the reality of spirit-communion, and with it, of 
course, a full assurance of immortality, is steadily, though for 
the most part quietly and gradually, diffusing itself through 
the whole community. Though all Spiritualises do not as yet 
exhibit the degree of spirituality which might be desired, yet 
their intellectual conviction on this subject opens a door 
through which their hearts may in due time be reached by el­
evating and regenerative influences—influences from which 
they were almost hopelessly debarred while sunk in the slough 
of materialism, or walled about by sectarian creeds and relig­
ious formalism.

The day is probably not far distant, when the merely 
j^»enomenal and controversial phase of the Spiritual Move­
ment will have accomplished its end, so far as to produce a gene­
ral consent to the truth of spirit existence and manifestation. 
Then .a higher order of evangelists may be expected to ap­
pear in the field, whose function it will be to appeal, on the 
basis of this general conviction, to the latent and dormant 
spiritual forces in the popular mind, and to do this more 
forcibly and pungently than has thus far been common. This 
is now the great want of the movement, and the history of 
all similar awakenings in the past leads us to look’ for its 
speedy supply.

Then a new and pentecostal baptism of fire will fall upon all 
who are ready to receive i t ; and it will enkindle the flame of 
a deeper spirituality, a fuller consecration to humanitary ef­
fort, a more vital religion. I t  will burn up the chaff of friv­
olity, selfishness and sensualism, of which, as was to have been 
anticipated, much has been gathered with the wheat. Let all 
prepare for and hasten the coming of this day of purification, 
by earnestly seeking to purge their minds from all errors, and 
their hearts from all evil loves. a .  e .  n .

VERMONT IS SAFE 1 
One of our religious exchanges gives the gratifying infor­

mation that Mr. John G. Saxe, in a poem on “ Love,” deliv­
ered a few days since before Middlebury College, “ annihilated 
that monstrosity of “ Free Love,” which has so recently thrust 
itself before the people of Vermont.”

We trust the nation will now breathe freer ! All people 
who take the papers, and some who don’t, are aware of the 
consternation which has lately existed throughout the country 
at the alarming condition of morals in Vermont. The sole 
cause of this alarm has been the fact that a t a recent conven­
tion in that State, a single woman from New York was al­
lowed freely to express her opinions in favor of abolishing the 
marriage institution,— and this to find that nobodij agreed with 
her! The terrible idea, however, had “ got loose” in the com­
munity, and though it found none to give it shelter, yet the 
breaking forth of Van Amburgh’s whole grand menagerie of 
wild beasts could not have occasioned half the commotion. A 
whole army of conservators of the public morals, aided by almost 
the entire retinue of press and pulpit, of city and country, were 
at once in hot pursuit. The bruit of the noisy pack—in eve­
ry conceivablc key, from the long-drawn, deep-mouthed bay­
ing of the metropolitan Tribune^jmd Courier, to the sharp 
yelps of provincial curs—has filled the whole land ever since. 
A t length, however, a valiant Knight of the Quill has suc- 
cceded in overtaking, transfixing and utterly annihilating the 
monster! Laus Deo ! May the frightful creature never be 
heard of again.

We would add that Mr. John Landon, of Rutland, a chief 
mover in the late convention, has published an offer of twenty- 
five dollars reward to any one who will prove that there were 
thirty persons among the three thousand in attendance at 
that meeting who do not hold to exclusive monogamic mar­
riage, as set forth in a resolution submitted by the business 
committee. Those pious (?) people who have so busily and ex­
tensively applied the stigma of “ Free Love” to that conven­
tion, should bring forward their proofs and claim the reward, 
or confess themselves reckless calumniators. a . e . n .

Presumption of Bible Interpreters.
“ It is bad enough for any poor sinner, after all his study, to under­

take to present his own private judgment as to the meaning of Scrip­
ture, and to state the reasons for his opinion, leaving all other men to 
judge for themselves, to receive or reject his interpretation as they may 
see fit. But to assume to act as the mouthpiece of the church in this 
matter, to say what the Church believes as to the meaning of each text 
of Scripture, and what all its members, therefore, are bound to receive 
as its meaning, is a task which none but an idiot or an angel would 
dare to undertake.” — D r. Hodge, in  Princeton Review.

How much greater the presumption of assuming to be the 
mouth-piece of Deity himself, by setting up this or that inter­
pretation of Scripture as the absolute “ word of God,” which 
all his children are bound to receive ! Yet how common this 
practice among both clergymen and laity ; and how frequent 
are denunciations of Divine wrath against those who do not 
accept such interpretations! Let such as do this, ponder the 
rebuke of Dr. Hodge, and determine for themselves how much 
worse than “ idiots,” or better than “ angels,” they are entitled 
to bo esteemed. a .  e .  n .

N E W  P U B L IC A T IO N S .
How a s d  W h y  I B e c a m e  a  S p i r i t u a l i s t . —B y  Wash. A. Danakin, 

Baltimore. Boston: Bela Marsh- New-York: S. T. Munson.

This elegant little volume, of 104 pages, contains a succinct 
and lucid narration of the author’s experience in spirit-mani­
festations. His investigations haye bem conducted mainly in 
the quiet seclusion of his own family— both himself and wife 
having become mediums for communication, thus being enabled 
to enjoy frequent and delightful converse with the unseen. 
Col. Danskin is a gentleman well known in business and social 
circles where he resides, and highly esteemed for his excellent 
qualities of both head and heart. His emphatic testimony, 
therefore, to the reality of spirit-communion, and to its elevat­
ing tendencies when sought for worthy ends, cannot be without 
effect on serious minds. In the concluding chapter of the 
work is presented the author’s solution (or rather that of his 
spirit-friends, since he claims to have been little more than an 
amanuensis here) of the great problem of Human Life and 
Destiny, as opened to his perceptions through Spiritualism. 
We need not say that the picture appears exceedingly bright 
and attractive, as contrasted with the teachings of the popular 
theology— though it involves some points on whieh both Spirit­
ualists and spirits widely differ. The book as a whole bears 
intrinsic evidence of being the product of a sincere, candid, 
loving and religiously cultivated m ind; and we would recom­
mend its perusal especially to that class who are disposed to 
pronounce all mediumship mere pretence and imposture.

T h e  R o a d  t o  S p i r i t u a l i s m : Being a series of Four Lectures delivered 
at the opening of the New-York Lyceum, by Dr. R .  T . Hallock, au­
thor of “  The Child and the Man.’’ New York : Spiritual Telegraph 
Office. ( 1 6 0  pages.)

In  the first of these lectures Spiritualism is considered “ as a 
Scientific P r o b le m in  the second, “as a Science;” in the third, 
“ with respect to its Difficulties and Objections, both intrinsic 
and Extrinsic ;” in the fourth, the science is “ impartially ap­
plied.” The definition of Spiritualism adopted is simply this 
very limited one, namely— “ that doctrine which asserts the 
continuity of human consciousness and individuality, unbroken 
by the event popularly death.” Dr. Hallock approaches the 
question from the materialistic side, which was the position 
formerly occupied by himself, and his effort is to show that the 
fact of a continued existence is established on the basis of rig­
idly positive knowledge, through modem spirit-manifestations. 
This is done by a vigorous course of argumentation, with ci­
tations of pertinent facts, well calculated to arrest the atten­
tion of minds constituted similarly with the writer’s. We 
find, however, some incidental expressions of opinion with 
which we cannot accord—as for example, a denial of the exis­
tence of “ evil spirits.”

In  “ impartially applying” his “ science,” the doctor criticises 
Spiritualists as sharply he does the popular religionists. His 
representations, however, of the positions respectively held by 
“ Christian Spiritualists” and “ Practical Spiritualists”— both, 
of whom he regards as blind devotees of authority— seem to 
us quite unfair; unless those terms designate something very 
different in the dialect of New York from what they mean in 
our dictionary.

T h e  F a m i l y  C h r i s t i a n  A l m a n a c ,  for 1 8 5 9 .  Published by the Amer­
ican Tract Society. (For sale by A. Williams, 1 0 0  Washington 
street, Boston.) “

In its astronomical calculations, and in the artistic finish of 
its pictorial embellishments, this almanac is fully up with the 
times; but its theology is, of course, of the stereotyped order. 
We are happy to say, however, that it is pervaded by a more 
genial and catholic spirit than is wont to characterize relig­
ious publications of the same school. Take the following para­
graph for example :

“ N o b l e  S e n t i m e n t s .— Condemn no man, says John Wesley, for not 
thinking as you think. Let every one_enjoy the full and free liberty of 
thinking for himself. Let every man use his own judgment. Since 
every man must give an account of himself to God. Abhor every ap­
proach, in any kind of degree, to the spirit of persecution. If you can­
not reason or persuade a man into the truth, never attempt to force 
him into it. If love will not compel him to come, leave him to God, the 
Judge of all.”  ■

I f  these “ noble sentiments” shall be reduced to practice by 
the Christian community, during the year of our Lord eight­
een hundred and fifty-nine, that year will bring us near the mil­
lennium. Let every “ Christian, family” purchase a copy i f  
this Almanac and try it.

T h e  A t l a n t i c  M o n th ly ,  for September, opens with a pro­
found and instructive article on “ Eloquence,” evidently frpm 
a master hand. We commend it to the study of all who seek 
to move the world by the tongue. Emerson has the credit of 
it, and it is worthy of him. The remainder of this number 
we have not found time to explore— not even the wit and wis­
dom of the garrulous Autocrat— though every page looks 
inviting.

Miraculous Spirit-Cure of Loyola.
From a biographical sketch of Ignatius Loyola, the founder 

of the order of Jesuits, which we find in the Boston Pilot, we 
gather the following statement : In the defence of Pampeluna, 
in Spain, Ignatius was severely wounded by a cannon-shot, 
which shattered his right leg. “ He suffered great pain from 
the fractured limb, and it had hardly begun to heal after it 
was set, when he was attacked by a violent fever. He was 
soon brought so low that his physician declared him to be be­
yond all hope of recovery. On the vigil of the feast of SS. 
Peter and Paul he received the last sacraments, and no one of 
his household thought that he could live till the next morning, i 
Ignatius had always cherished a remarkable devotion to the 
Prince of the Apostles. In  his early youth he wrote a poem 
in praise of St. Peter, which bore witness to his talent and 
his fervor. He did not fail to have recourse to his patron in 
the extremity to which he was then reduced; and in the same 
night he thought he saw the great Apostle draw near and lay 
his hand upon him. In the morning his pains were much di­
minished and the fever had left him.”

Loyola considered this cure a direct result of spirit-interfer- 
ence, and it was one of the means which led him to devote his 
after life to the practice of those austerities and the forming of 
that ecclesiastical order which have made his name famous in 
church history. Catholic literature abounds in similar records 
of spirit-interposition and communication.

D ia b o l i c a l  T h e o lo g y .— A writer in the Indepe7ident states 
that a student from the favorite theological seminary of New 
England, on his examination preparatory to entering upon 
the ministry was asked, “ I?i what sense did Christ die fo r  
all ?” He answered, “ He died for the elect to provide a way 
of salvation for them, and for tho non-elect that they might le 
more effectually damned."

Could even Diabolus himself conceive cf malignity more in­
tense than is here ascribed to Christ—submitting to agony and 
torture himself in order that others might be “ moro effectual­
ly” tortured ?

C om sjjon b m tt.
Reading Sealed Letters by the Spirits.

To th e  E ditor or th e  S p ir itu a l Aoe:—Dear Sir,—If th e  following 
incident is of sufficient importance to be ranked amongst y o u r de ta il o f  
“ facts,”  it will not prove the less acceptable because I offer i t  to  you 
with the testimony of real names, dates, places, &c.,—this being th e  
only species of evidence which I , on my own account, would ven tu re  to  
offer to the public in proof of spiritual phenomena:

Last Monday morning, two letters were handed to  Mr. C ulbertson , 
residing at No. 8 Fourth Avenue, New York, ju s t  delivered b y  th e  
postman; one of these (addressed to himself) Mr. C. read; th e  o th e r , 
directed to myself, and, by the courtesy of Mrs. E . J .  F ren ch , ad­
dressed to her house, Mr. C. put into his pocket to give to m e w hen I  
should call. Mrs. French was standing by at the time, heard M r. C ul­
bertson remark that there was a letter for me; but she neither touched  
it herself, nor in any other than tiie above-named casual w ay  cam e 
into rapport with it. -

Shortly after the receipt of this letter by Mr. Culbertson, Mrs. 
French, while pursuing her avocations in another part of the house, 
felt her hand very unusually influenced; and, in obedience to what she 
believed to be spirit-influence, sat down, and wrote, not by impression, 
but by mechanical control of her hand, the following words:

“ One oz. Burgundy pitch, 1-2 oz. white diaculun,—sim m er toge th e r 
over a moderate fire until thoroughly mixed; when nearly cool, s t i r  in  
1-4 oz. of calomel,— spread a plaster two o r three inches long by  tw e  
wide; let it remain on for several days; preserve the proportions.

“ Mr. Culbertson, you will soon know what this means. I t  is  a n ­
other test of our power to read enclosed notes or letters. I  w ill h e re  
add that it is good. Dr. H ahnkjiaxs.’*

There were no accompanying instructions given aa to  w hom  th ia  w as 
intended for, or when it was to be used. Mrs. French fe lt en tire ly  ig ­
norant both of its use, meaning and application. She showed i t  to  
several persons who called during the day, but no one seemed able to  
throw any light on the subject. Mr. Culbertson, how ever, (h e r a g e n t 
and the dispenser of her medicines,) having by  long experience p e r­
fectly tested the wisdom and beneficence of the spirits, a n d  especially 
the one whose name was appended to the paper, in  fu ll fa ith  a n d  confi­
dence, instantly proceeded to purchase and prepare th e  drugs according 
to the strict letter of the communication. “  Dr. Hahnemann,”  he 
urged, “  never wrote or spoke anything in vain; and hav in g  p u t  fo rth  
a problem, will assuredly furnish u s  with i ts  solution ere long .’* 
Whilst spreading the plaster, Mrs. French remarked, “  Y ou haTe g o t 
more than double what is wanted,”  although she confessed she d id  n o t 
know what was wanted; but Mr. Culbertson replied (possibly, th a t  * * the 
Scriptures might be fu lfille d ”  to the letter), “  The proportions m u tt 
be preserved." ,

About six o’clock on the evening of the same day, I called a t  M rs. 
French’s, and betDg invited to join the family a t  tea , sa t w ith  th em  a t  
their table. During the meal they related to me th e  above-nam ed c ir­
cumstance, ending with the remark that they believed th e  recipe m u s t 
be in some way connected with me and my recent a tta ck  o f qu in sy . 
Hereupon the table at which we Bat was violently moved tow ards m e , 
seeming to imply assent to their proposition. Whilst still further dis­
cussing the matter, the usual signal was given for th e  calling  o f th e  
alphabet, when the spirits spelt out, letter by letter, “  Give E m m a h e r  
letter.”  Then for the first time they remembered th a t  they  h a d  a  le t ­
ter for me. It waB produced from M r. Culbertson’s keeping, opened 
by myself, and found to contain the following passages: “  Colum bus,
Ohio, Aug. 7th, 1858. Dear madam, excuse me for failing to  fu rn ish  
you with recipe for the cure of quinsy. I  am reminded of i t  by a  no­
tice in the A ge,” — alluding to an account of my inability to con tinue 
my lectures on account of a severe attack of quinsy, as  announced in  
this paper of a week or two ago. Then followed some com m ents a a  
the excellence of the recipe, winding up with its detail in  these w ords:
“  Recipe— 1 oz. Burgundy pitch, 1-2 oz. of white diaculun,— sim m er 
together over a moderate fire until thoroughly mixed; w hen n early  
cool, stir in 1-4 oz. calomel; spread a plaster two or th ree  inches long  
by two wide, and let it remain on for several days. The above quan­
tity is double what you w ill want, but ihe proportions must be pre­
served.'’

I have only farther to call attention to the fact that th e  word “  diao- 
ulun” is spelt in both letter and communication alike, but incorrectly , 
according to strict rule; that although the author of th e  le t te r  contain­
ing the recipe had casually mentioned to me some weeks ago th a t  h e  
had an infallible cure for quinsy, it had since escaped my m em ory; n o r  
am I aware that I ever mentioned the fact to Mrs. French. The recipe 
itself, the gentleman who gave it me can testify, that he never m en­
tioned to any one who could have communicated i t  to Mrs. F ren ch , u n ­
til he sent it in the letter above named.

The communication was shown by Mrs. French to seven or e igh t p e r ­
sons before my letter was opened, and the letter itself never, I  am  a s ­
sured, passed out of Mr. Culbertson’s keeping until I opened i t  in  th e ir  
presence. If our hearts are as fully revealed to the spirits as a re  th e  
contents of our sealed letters, it may be well if  we tako as m uch 
to purify the one as to indite the other.

I  a m , d e a r  s i r s ,  y o u rs  f a ith fu lly , TSrw* H a r m s  OK.

- Letter from the Provinces.
L o w e r  H o r t o n ,  N. S ., Aug. lGth, 1858.

'0-- G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  A g e : —In my last letter from this place I prom ­
ised that I would furnish you and your readers with some account o f  

’ the progress of Modem Spiritualism in the lower Provinces. This I  did 
without stopping to count the cost of the difficulties a tten d an t u p o n  
obtaining such information. The fact is, there are but few S p iritu a l­
ists in this region, and they have not the moral courage to openly aTOW  

their belief in the “  Ministry of Angels,”  as such a confession w ould 
be sure to subject them to the bitter persecution and rid icule o f  th e ir  
Christian (?) opponents. There are two or three mediums h e re in  p r i ­
vate, but they studiously hide their light under a half-bushel, o r  Bome 
other small measure, and would not have their mediumistic pow ers 

known for the world.”  Oh, how long, how long will men an d  wom­
en, the bright heirs of a glorious immortality, be ruled by  th e  iro n  
monarch of Fear, who cramps the soul with his galling fe tte rs , m ak­
ing them cowards in spirit, and daily crucifying the  t ru th  upon  th e  a l ­
tars of the dead worshippers of the dead!

There have not been—so far as I  have been able to learn—a n y  lec­
tures on Spiritualism, in this or any of the neighboring tow ns; a n d  
were I  not suffering from a  severe attack of bronchitis, I  Bhould be  
strongly tempted to give them a lecture on the “  History, Rise a n d  
Progress of Spiritualism in the States.”  However, I  have d istribu ted  
a few of your papers and circulars, that those in  th e  d a rk  w ho m ay  
wish to obtain the light, can do so.

A  few persons in te re s ted  in  th c  p ro g ress  o f  th e  w o rld , an d  who d o  
n o t believe i t  s ta n d s  s t i l l ,  h a v e  g a th e re d  ro u n d  m e a n d  ask ed  to be en - , 
l ig h te n e d  in  r e g a rd  to  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  B trange m an ife s ta tio n s  w hich 
a re  h o u rly  ta k in g  p lace  w ith  u s ,  a n d  I  h a v e  en d eav o red  to im p a rt to  
th em  th e  r e s u lt  o f  m y e ig h t y e a r s ’ e x p e rien ce  a n d  in v e s tig a tio n  o f th e  
phenom ena.

A highly respectable lady, a resident of Horton, who is not a  S p irit­
ualist, has related to me two instances in her early experience o f  see­
ing, in the broad noonday, what she calls apparitions of persons w h o  
at the time were in the physical form, and in the enjoyment o f  p erfec t 
health. They were so close to her at the time that she could see th e ir  
features distinctly. One of them, a  gentleman, w as drow ned a  s h o r t  
time after; and the other, a lady, is alive an d  well, although  th e  oc­
currence transpired more than five-and-twenty years ago. These double  
appearances are said not to be uncommon with the German people.

In the" absence of more interesting matter to fill my letter, I  will re­
deem a promise made to Mr. Monroe, to furnish you with a n  accoun t 
of two manifestations of spirit-power which occurred a  short time p re ­
vious to my leaving Boston. One of which, to say the least, w ill pro v e  
a pretty strong case of

TH OUQHT-RE A D I N  O.

The first vraS related to me by Mr. Farwell, of Dorchester, Mass., at 
whose house the communication was received.

A young lady, a neice of the gentleman before mentioned, w hile on  
a recent visit to his family from her home in New Hampshire, becam e 
developed as a writing medium, without her desire o r consent, sh e  
being a regular attendant on the orthodox church.

One evening, while B ittin g  at the table, her hand w as suddenly  in ­
fluenced without any will or volition on her own part, a n d  w ro te  o u t 
the following communication in substance, purporting to  come from  a  
y o u n g  man with whom the lady-medium had formerly been acquainted  
in her own town, but of whose state of health o r w hereabouts pos­
sessed no knowledge:

“  D ear M ary ,—I  have passed in to  th e  sp irit-w orld . I  died a  fcw 
day3 since of typhoid  fever a t  a  tow n in  W estern New Y o rk ; b u t  few o f



m y friends know 5of my departure. Son will receive a letter confirm­
ing this intelligence in a few days.”  .

To the above the proper name was affixed. Suffice it to say that she 
put no confidence in  the trath of the spiritual despatch, and a week af­
terwards returned to her home. On her arrival she found a letter 
aw aiting  her, confirming the intelligence of the death of the young 
m an  as before stated. -

Skeptics, who find comfort in the thought-reading theory, can make 
such use of the above for argument as they may think proper.

THE VACANT CHAIR.

A gentleman who acknowledged himself to be a confirmed skeptic, 
and that he had thus far been unable, through any medium, to obtain 
the least evidence of spirit-identity, called upon Mrs. Hayden, at the 
earnest solicitation of a friend. At the sitting which followed he re­
ceived correct answers to his questions and a written communication 
from what purported to be the spirit of his wife, who gave her name 
and many other proofs of her presence.

Near the close of the sitting the gentleman asked, “  Are you much 
with me?” “ Yes.”  “ Are you cognizant o f what Id o ? ” “ Yes.” 
“  Give me some evidence that what you say is true.”  “ /  was with 
you at M illik en 's  to-day, at twenty minutes past one o'clock, when 
you dined, and occupied the vacant chair opposite to you.'”

The questioner acknowledged that he dined at the place stated, and 
at the time designated; and further, that he observed a vacant chair 
opposite to him. Truly hath the poet written— “ There are more 
guests at the table than the hosts invited;” and it may be well to re­
m em ber, that when we imagine we are alone, angel-eyes are upon 
u s , and angel-hands applaud the good deeds we do; and who can say 
that the ill we do may not cause a shade of sadness to steal over their 
otherwise radiant countenances ? Let us all remember this, and strive 
to add to the happiness of those, who have gone to the other land.

Yours ever truly, w. n. n.

B o sto n  'p fo

The Picnic at Island Grove, Abington.
Tuesday, the 17th, opened upon us with a dense fog, and with rain 

in Bome quarters. Notwithstanding the aspect of affairs, the call for a 
Spiritualist Picnic at Abington Grove was responded to by the largest 
assembly ever gathered on a similar occasion in this vicinity. The 
crowd assembled at the Old Colony; Depot, before the hour of departure, 
was great. We heard a portly gentleman remarking that he “ had 
heard Spiritualism was running - down; however that might be, he 
had come near being run down "himself in getting aboard the train.”  
A train of twenty-one long cars, drawn by two powerful locomotives, 
was required to convey the multitude. About seventeen hundred 
people were on board.

Before arriving at the Grove, the fog cleared away, and the sun 
broke forth in splendor.- Trains from other directions, and hundreds 
of private carriages, brought in their quotas, till the number on the 
grounds was swelled to the vicinity of eight thousand people! (The 
proprietor of the Grove, who is the best judge, states there were fully 
that number present.) When it is added that the testimony from all 
quarters was that numbers had been deterred from coming by the un­
promising weather, some opinion may be formed as to the extent to 
which interest in Spiritualism has declined since last year.

While the younger people proceeded to amuse themselves with vari­
ous sports, some thousands gathered around the speakers’ stand, to 
whom a cordial welcome to the festivities of the occasion was extended 
b y  Dr. G a r d n e r .  Mr. E d w a r d  V o u .v g ,  of Quincy, was chosen to pre­
side, and speaking was kept up throughout the day, with but a brief 
interval for dinner.

L o r i n q  M o o d y  was called upon to “ break the ice,”  which he did by 
a happy speech, urging all to open their souls to all elevating and di­
vine influences, that a feeling of brotherhood might prevail, warming 
and bringing all hearts together.

Mr. W h e e l e u ,  of New Bedford, followed, in trance. He referred elo­
quently to the consummation of the great enterprise of the age— the 
Atlantic Telegraph—and asked, What is to come next ? From tbe sum­
mit of present scientific and social attainment, humanity reaches up to 
the spiritual. The spirit-world is moving forward the inauguration of 
a higher civilization, in which man shall become so spiritualized that 
messages frcm the higher life shall come to all hearts. A higher de­
gree of spirituality shall prevail, which will bring religion, justice, love, 
into the dai !y lives of men.

Miss M a o o d n ,  of Cambridge, entranced, after an appropriate invo­
cation, referred pleasantly to the invisible host who were participating 
in  the occasion, including B om e who on former occasions had been pres­
e n t in  the body.

Mr. J. C. Cltjer felt particularly happy. A city paper had recom­
mended sending him out of the State, but he should not go as long as 
such assemblages as that could be convened.

Mr. A . C. R o b i n s o n ,  of Brooklyn, N. Y ., entranced, congratulated 
Spiritualists on the extent to which obstacles and opposition had been 
overcome. ,

After dinner, Mr. H. B. Stober of Conn., took the stand, and, re­
ferring to the realized presence and inspiration of his spirit-mother, 
spoke affectingly of the influence of Spiritualism in giving a new and 
holier significance to all the relations of life.

Mr, J2. V. W i l s o n ,  of Toronto, Can., narrated some thrilling inci­
dents of personal experience connected with spirit-manifestations.

Mr. N e w t o n  indulged in reminiscences of the first Spiritualist meet­
ing he had assisted in gathering in Boston, five years ago, at which 
about twenty persons were present—contrasting that with the present 
assemblage.

Mr. C l u e h  gave his reasons for being a Spiritualist, to the effect 
that its facts commended themselves to his senses, and its philosophy 
to his reason. Though in his make-up there was something of the 
Scotch thistle, which would prick when trodden upon, yet in his heart 
was the bag-pipe with its sweet music after all.

Mr. H a b r i s ,  of Abington, entranced, urged tho practical application 
of Spiritualism in works of beneficence. All who receive it should be 
ministering angels to the needy and benighted around them.

Mr. G u r n e y ,  of Hanson, explained a symbolic diagram drawn 
through his hand, conveying a lesson on the need of individual action, 
culture, and inspiration.

Mr. L i n c o l n ,  of Boston, entranced, urged the use of reason and 
judgment in relation to everything coming from the spirit-world.

Mrs. Y o u n q ,  of Quincy, in trance, expressed the sympathies of the 
spirit-world for.all the sorrowing of earth-life, and urged all to deliver 
themselves from the slaveries of pride and fashion.

Dr. G a r d n e r ,  being called upon at the close, gave a sketch of the pro­
gress of Spiritualism, and some history of his own personal experience

The meeting was then adjourned to the 15th day of September next 
when another gathering may be expected at the same place.

The immense train slowly wended its way homeward as the shades of 
n ig h t fell upon the landscape, arriving in Boston in the midst of the 
general rejoicings over the establishment of telegraphic communica­
tion  between two continents.

Dr. Lyon at Lowell.
We learn that Dr. Lyon, of Ohio, whose announcement appears in 

another oolumn, has given a course of lectures at Lowell during the 
past week, which have given great satisfaction to the friends of Spirit­
ualism. The President of the Association at that place, in a note to us, 
uses the following commendatory language:

“  I feel that it is but justice to say, I havo never listened to more 
conclusive arguments, sustained as they were by facts drawn from es­
tablished science, nor,to more touching appeals to the religion and phi­
lanthropy of the human soul to labor for the reformation of the world 
of man. I therefore recommend him to the attention of the friends of 
Spiritualism wherever he may go, believing that he will not fail to 
draw around him circles of friends who will not soon leave him.

. B e n j .  B l o o d ,  Jr.”

M r s . F e l t o n  R e c o v e r e d .—We are happy to learn that Mrs. Felton 
( M i s s  Burbank) has so far recovered health and strength as to resume 
her valuable labors in the lecture field. We are informed that the in­
spirations which flowed through her, on Sunday, the 15th, at North­
ampton, surprised and astonished her audience, and marked her as 
among the highly gifted. Those who have been most thoroughly ac­
quainted with her past life and sufferings, and have witnessed the pu­
rity, power and wisdom of the intelligences who have guided and dis­
ciplined her, are prepared to find hep the organ of inspiration of a high 
order. May her labors in tho work of elevating man and woman to­
ward those conditions where naught but purity and pure devotion 
dw ell, be crowned with abundant success!

ftefo §oii aift Uitinitjj.
Conference at the Lyceum, Clinton Hall, Astor Place, 

F r i d a y  E v e n i n g ,  Aug. 20th.
The session was opened by Dr. Orton, who stated, that at a recent 

meeting of some of the friends at Dr. Gray’s, in furtherance of the ob­
jects of the Conference, it had been deemed advisable to urge forward 
to its fulfillment, that part of the original programme which contem­
plated the furnishing of a printed list of questions for the use of the 
members. These questions, although expected to take something of a 
wide range, should relate, directly or indirectly, to the Philosophy and 
Results of Spiritual Alanifestations; and a committee was named—Dr. 
Gray, Mr. Whitman, Mr. Partridge and Dr. Orton—to prepare this list 
and report it by the 20th of September. In aid of this very desirable 
object, the members of the Conference are requested to hand in appro­
priate questions for consideration; and the friends abroad are cordially 
invited to do the same; They may be addressed to Dr. J. R. Orton, 
No. 5 Great Jones street, New York. The list, when complete, it is 
intended, shall be published in the several spiritual journals. The 
questions will be numbered in their order, and will furnish a continu­
ous programme of business—except when temporarily suspended by the 
pleasure of the Conference—until disposed of; and the friends in all 
parts of the world are invited to send in brief papers on the several 
topics, as they are reached, which will be laid before the Conference, 
and a digest of them—so far as may be found practicable— embodied 
in the reports. They may be addressed as above to Dr. Orton.

The Doctor then read the following question, furnished by the com­
mittee: “  What is proof that spirits do communicate with mortals?”

Dr. G o d l d  considered this question stale. He desired to continue 
the discussion of the question of evil, raised by Mr. Tiffany and others. 
It is denied that there is such a thing as evil. This needs to be settled 
before we can properly proceed to anything else.

Several other questions were submitted, but the meeting decided to 
discuss the first. >

Dr. O r t o n  said: Individuals will judge of proof according to their 
conditions. To his mind the physical manifestations were proof, but 
not the highest. His own consciousness and personal experience were 
also proof; but still, not, perhaps, the highest. His highest procf was 
based on the structure and powers of mind. It was true, he had wit­
nessed most wonderful physical manifestations. He had seen tables 
moved without hands,— in one instance a table lifted out of the circle 
and carried away over the heads of the sitters to quite a different part 
of the room, and then returned to its place. Within the last few weeks 
he had seen a table in his own office dance and keep time to a hand-or- 
gan which was playing in the street, without any one touching it 
whatever; and the dance continued until the organ ceased playing, 
which was probably some eight or ten minutes. He had also felt spir- 
it-hands; had had his shoe pulled off by invisible hands; had seen 
many spirits and spoken with them face to face; but all this, though 
furnishing proof irrefragible on the external, sensuous plane, was not 
so convincing to him, as are the capacities known to belong to the un­
seen and intangible esscnce called mind. It is now very generally ad­
mitted that "mind can act beyond the bounds of the body—can impress 
other mind with its thoughts, without physical contact, or the use of 
an external voice. This, then, is a power, a law, of mind—not of 
matter, but of mind—and as all laws are universal, it follows that 
mind, wherever found, under proper conditions, may be expected to 
exhibit this power. If any one knows any reason why mind, on drop­
ping the body, should lose'this power, let him give it; otherwise the 
logical sequence follows, that a way of communication between mind on 
the spiritual plane and mind in the form, does exist. This conclusion 
is sound and inevitable, and cannot by any fair argument be over­
thrown. Any physical fact may be questioned, but this position can­
not be by any candid and intelligent person.

Mr. B r u c e  said: Previous to his becoming a Spiritualist, he had
been a skeptic. lie  did not believe in immortality. Suddenly one of 
his daughters became developed as a medium. The name of his daugh­
ter-in-law, who had died in New Orleans, was spelled out. Next his 
other daughter was seized by the arm by some invisible power, and 
drawn up to a table. The name of Frances Wright was spelled out; 
and this spirit brought about him and put him in communication with 
a large number of his relatives and friends in the spirit-world. They 
identified themselves by referring to circumstances which -transpired- 
many years ago, and which were not within the knowledge of his 
his daughters. Among the rest one James Harrison presented himself, 
and requested to be allowed to dictate a letter to his family at Bergen 
Hill, N. J. The letter was written, and he mailed it. On the follow­
ing night, a spirit purporting to be Harrison, claimed that the letter 
was misdirected, and desired to have it written over again. It was re­
commenced, but shortly the spirit began to curse and swear. Frances 
Wright (Madame Darusmont, who was an acquaintance of the family,) 
interfered, and directed him to abjure the spirit in the name of God, 
and_he would be obliged to answer questions put to him correctly. He 
did so. The spirit proved to be Gibbs, the pirate and murderer, ac­
companied by Wamsley. These spirits continued to hang around his ' 
daughters and torment them for a long time, until one of them was re­
duced nearly to death’s door. His daughters ultimately united with 
the church. He did not do that, but was made happy in a knowledge 
of immortality. His wife also received a blessing. She had been af­
flicted with a tumor on her knee for twenty-two years, as large as his 
fist, which was removed in a single night, on a previous promise of a 
spirit-friend, leaving not so much as a scar behind it. Such were the 
proofs he had to offer, and to him they were overwhelmingly conclu­
sive. .

Mr. S m i t h ,  of Chicago, said: Some men are constitutional skeptics,
and require fully sixteen ounces to the pound of proof, before they can 
believe. To a good mother in Israel, the common providences are evi­
dence of a superintending Power. The man of intellect, on the con­
trary, to convince himself of a God, would refer, perhaps, to the struc 
ture of the human hand, with its nice adjustment of ropes and pulleys 
evidencing intelligence and design. As for himself, the simple raps 
did as much to convince him of the truth of Spiritualism as anything. 
He was a lawyer, and heard raps on his table. Having satisfied him­
self that there was no obvious cause to produce them, he inquired, 
Who are you 7 The answer was, a spirit. Now it is a rule of law, that 
every one is to be held innocent until he is proved guilty. He could 
find no evidence to convict this unseen intelligence of falsehood, and so 
felt obliged, for the present, to accept his statement. He had adopted 
for his own convenience, a sort of scale of evidence, numbering from one 
to seven. This one fact he set down as one. Then he observed moro, 
and listened to the testimony of others, and set down the results as two 
and three, and so on. All this was cumulative evidence, until he found 
his scale full to seven. With him, Spiritualism had become more than 
a belief—it is a certainty. Of all proof, however, personal experience 
is the best. His neighbor would believe him in anything else, but on 
this subject there is a strange skepticism. He had had personal expe­
riences; has had them to-night, since entering that room. He both 
feels the sensible touches of spirits, and receives from them, by im­
pression, occasional communications of great point and beauty.

Mr. B r a d f o r d  said: He was subject to impressions, which consti­
tuted his proof. When the first Collins’ steamer was lost, he was im­
pelled to say to those around him, A year will not pass till another one 
will be lost; and the Company will fail. Last year, in August, when 
the first attempt was made to lay the Atlantic Telegraph cable, he 
found himseif again impelled to speak, as follows : The attempt will
not succeed the first time, nor the second, but will the third.

Dr. H a l l o c k  said: Evidence is the impression that proof makes.
By the time a man is able to ask a question understandingly, the an­
swer is ready for him. The proof depends, for its effect, as much on 
the state of the recipient as on the nature of the fact. A mathematical 
demonstration may be made before a horse, or an ox, without producing 
the least impression. The man of intelligence, in the first place, set­
tles his preliminaries. He defines the powers of mind, and also of 
those imponderable agents somewhat related to mind—electricity and 
magnetism. He is then prepared to deal with facts, and is forced to 
conclude that that which is like mind—intelligence—but cannot be re­
ferred to mind in the body, must of necessity be referred to mind out 
of the body. So with the movement of ponderable bodies. If we can­
not refer it to the action of physical forces, we are obliged to refer it 
to the spiritual. This is proof positive to the mind that is sufficiently 
elevated to appreciate i t

Dr. G o u l d  said: He had had communications from spirits for twen­
ty-five years, by impression and electrical shocks. Two years ago his 
communications became clear. He depended on himself. He could 
harmonize himself much better than a circle, and he considered this 
greatly superior to the raps. It was equally available on Broadway, 
in the midst of noise, or on the field of battle. j .  r .  o .

Compcnb of Jaris.
Experience o f a Skeptic.

The following private letter from a gentleman well known throughout 
the country, is published by permission~of the writer. It was ad­
dressed to a personal friend of his, in answer to inquiries. The facts in 
the case are clearly and frankly stated, and the reader can draw his 

,own conclusions as to their cause, also as to the reasonableness of Mr. 
Foster’s doubts about spirit-agency : -

W o r c e s t e r ,  Jnne 18, 1858.
F r i e n d  M a r s h a l l  :—* * * ' Your information that I am a S p ir­

itualist is incorrect. Equally incorrect, as a whole, is the report you 
have heard in regard to my experience of the effects of this mysterious 
influence upon my own person. I am a full believer in the existence of 
a species of phenomena, both material and spiritual, which is usually 
attributed to departed human beings, but the cause of which is to me 
entirely unknown. That these phenomena are produced and controlled 
by intelligence, and indeed, by an intelligence without ourselves, I see 
no reason to doubt; but I have very serious doubts whether our de­
parted fellows have any hand in them. The reason of these doubts is 
an instinctive feeling against the theory, partly intellectual, partly 
moral, which no experience, and no amount of argument have, as yet, 
been able to overcome. My present conviction is that the spiritual 
theory of explanation will one day be exploded, and a more satisfacto­
ry and credible cause assigned. Of this, however, I am not very con­
fident, as it is a subject to which I have given but little attention, and 
on which I am hardly prepared to express an opinion.

The report you heard of my experience, though essentially incorrect, 
was not altogether without foundation. On various occasions, I have 
felt this mysterious power, operating sometimes on my vocal or­
gans and sometimes on my limbs, at times bringing them under com­
plete control, and using that control, generally, for intelligent and use­
ful purposes.

Twice I have been cured by it of congestion of the lungs, in a man­
ner that, had it occurred 1800 years ago, would be pronounced mirac­
ulous.

My eyesight, which had become so weak and defective that I could 
read .but little, and then frequently with much pain, was, on one occa­
sion, instantaneously and perfectly restored, so that my|vision was never 
cleai-er or stronger than at present, though I am still as nearsighted 
as ever.

The only operation on my eyes of which I was conscious, was two 
instantaneous flashes of darkness; a darkness as much more intense than 
anything I had ever before witnessed as the glare of the most brilliant 
lighting exceeds the light of a common candle. All the other cures 
have apparently been effected by muscular action, while nearly or 
quite all the muscular exercise to which I have been subjected, has, ap­
parently had reference toan improvement of my health, particularly of 
my lungs, which are subject to inflammatory attacks.

The facts in regard to the wart are simply these : One evening, 
while my limbs were under this influence, I said jokingly, if the spirits 
would cure a large wart on my hand which had been very troublesome, 
I would believe in them, and that I would give them a week to do it 
in. Immediately the knuckle of the other hand commenced beating it 
most unmercifully, and the pain becoming eo severe that I could en­
dure it no longer, I said I would believe any way, if they would only 
let it alone. They did so. In eight days from that time thc wart was 
gone, having come out by the roots.

Always, when my limbs or vocal organs have been under this in­
fluence, my mind has been entirely free and uninfluenced by it, so that 
I was as fully conscious of what I was saying or doing as any of the 
bystanders, though with no power of self control.

I have here stated this matter briefly as it seems to me. But how 
much of this seeming experience is mere fa n c y  I am unable to decide. 
I do not think my observations by any means worthy of implicit con­
fidence. I, myself, repose no such confidence in them. Anything so 
contrary to our general observations needs large confirmation before it 
is deserving of credence. I have neither seen nor heard of a sufficient 
number of well attested fiicts which admit of no other and more rea­
sonable, explanation, to convince me that there is any such medium of 
correspondence between this world and the next, as is claimed by 
Spiritualists. Still the subject is one of great importance, and I re­
joice to see those who have time, give tlicir attention to it. As a 
philosophical question, I know of none superior to it, and I am sorry 
that men of talent so often treat it with contempt.

Pardon the hurried and imperfect manner in which I have answered 
your inquiries, and believe me ever, Yours, very truly,

S. S. F o s t e r .

Test of Spirit-Writing through. Mansfield.
Mr. D. C. Gates, of Worcester, furnishes tho following facts : Some­

thing more than eight months since, he was informed by spirits that a 
band of immortals were impressing and guiding him in relation to the 
Harmonial Township movement in which he is engaged. Among that 
band the name of George Washington was given. Being in Boston a 
few days since, he called upon Mr. Mansfield, to whom he was an 
entire stranger, thinking to test his claims to being an amanuenis for 
spirits. Without making known his name or his object, he wrote the 
following words :

“ George Washington—Are you present, and will you communicate?
‘ D. C. G a t e s . ”

This, closely folded and pasted, was submitted to Mr. M., and an 
answer was speedily written through his hand, of which the following 
aro the material portions :

“ You have been impressed by spirits departed to offer to the world 
a mode of living that is far in advance of the common way. . . . You 
have a light to govern you that as yet to others remains obscured. . . . 
Despair not, but ever press forward to that mark you have in sight, 
and you shall ere long—not only you, but all that little company now 
struggling [against] tho thousand to one who oppose you—reach the 
summit of yoars, the most important and noblest of all enterprises.

“ I am Yours most respectfully, G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n . ”

“ To D. C. G.”
We give this, let it be understood, simply as evidence that an in­

telligence beyond Mr. M., and which knew the mind of Mr. Gates, 
was tbe writer of the answer. Whether it was the intelligence whose 
name is given, each may judge for himself.

A Colored Healing Medium.
A New Orleans correspondent of the Mobile Tribune  gives the fol­

lowing notice of the remarkable colored medium, in the former place, 
who has been alluded to by our N. 0 . correspondent:

“ We have actually a real, Simon Pure, live prophet in our midst 
—none of your humbug Joe Smith sort, who is after the dinner, but 
a poor unpretending, pious old blacksmith, of the colored persuasion, 
who makes no money by it, but works at his trade for a living, in 
an unpretending way. At present he confines himself entirely to the 
cure of disease, by miraculous power; and I will give you my word 
that he seems to have just as much as he can attend to on the days 
that he devotes to the public, which are Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays, the rest of the week being devoted by him to labor for the 
support of his family. Men are said to have gone to him suffering 
from chronic rheumatism, unable to walk, and after a few passes 
made at them, and a few prajers offered up in their behalf, have 
rose from their bed and walked home as well as ever. Children who 
had been epileptic from birth, are said to have been entirely cured; 
women suffering with diseases peculiar to their sex relieved permanent­
ly. In fact, there are persons who assert that he has cured all de­
scriptions of diseases in the same miraculous manner.”

Angel Band in Death.
Uriah Roundy of Spafford, N. Y., relates an interesting fact con­

nected with the death of his grandmother a few months since. She 
was nearly ninety yeara old, and had been blind twelve years. Just 
before her exit, she lay a long time in a state of torpor or trance. At 
last she suddenly raised her head, addressing a friend present, said, 
“ You tell Laurens (her son) I can’t wait any longer; there comes a 
band of angels with my mother at the head, and I must go !”  She 
fell back, and her spirit instantly departed in peace.— Clarion.

Very lately, a gentleman living in Edinburgh, while sitting with his 
wife, suddenly arose from his seat and advanced towards the door with 
his hand extended, as.if about to welcome a visitor. On his wife’s in­
quiring what he was about, he answered that he had seen so-and-so en­
ter the room. She had seen nobody. A day or two afterward, the post 
brought a  letter announcing the death of the person seen.—M rs. Crowe.

Spiritualism in Haverhill, Wqcp,
A correspondent of the Boston Traveller, writing from this place, 

says:
“  The lecture of Elder Burnham against Spiritualism, delivered here 

Beveral weeks since, had the effect to stir up that element, since which 
time Mrs. Henderson has delivered three lectures, or has spoken as 
many times in a trance-state. The Town Hall was densely crowded on 
each evening, and what was spoken has made a deep impression. The 
agitation of the subject has had the effect to make known who are the 
supporters of the theory, and who are looking with interest to the de­
velopments of this wonderful power. The number of Spiritualists in 
this community is much larger than was generally supposed, and the 
number disposed to give the subject a careful consideration still larger. 
Mrs. Henderson was followed last evening by Rev. A. G. Cummings, of 
Assonet Village, in opposition to the system.

“ Mr. Cummings and Mr. Burnham nearly agree in their v ie w B  on 
the subject. Both admit the existence of an intelligent, wonderful 
power, and ascribe it to the influence of demons, or familiar Bpirits, 
upon the persons through whom these manifestations are made. These 
gentlemen pro less to have spent some time in the examination of the 
subject, and such ia their conclusion as to its nature. This conclusion, 
we opine, is doing very much to strengthen the Spiritualistic theory in 
the public mind, it being an open and free admission that it is the work 
of spirits, and mainly differing from the Spiritualists themselves in as­
cribing the manifestations to the influence of evil spirits only, and de­
nying, as we understand them, that good spirits do or can thus commu- 
cate. Hundreds of minds that do not and cannot be made to endorse 
the demon theory, will be helped by this interpretation of these singu­
lar phenomena, to embrace Spiritualism. We understand measures 
have been taken to secure other powerful trance speakers, so that there 
will be further opportunity for observation and examination.”

Singular Prediction.
Barnard Houseman, a well-known citizen of Cincinnati, died on 

Sunday night. He was taken sick three weeks ago, and on the first 
day said, “ In three weeks I shall die.”  His milkman was present, 
and told him he should not talk so. He asked the milkman what he 
would bet on it, and after some conversation it was agreed that if he 
died in three weeks the milkman was to supply the family a whole 
year for nothing, and if, not, double price was to be paid for milk one 
year. This was done jestiDgly by the milkman. Mr. Houseman insisted 
daily that he would die just at the time lpentioned, and prepared ac­
cordingly. His prophecy proved true.

A knitting machine has just been invented by a genius in Seneca 
county, N. Y. One of the editors of the Syracuse Journal saw tbe 
machine knit a perfect stocking in less than five minutes.

JU nountciiunts.
Grove Meeting at Kiantone, IT. Y.

A Grove Meeting, to continue three days, commencing on Friday the 
17th day of September, will be held at the M a g n e t i c  S p r i n g s ,  Kian- 
tone, Chautauque Co., N. Y., to consider the following among other 
subjects:

1. The Great Wants of the Present Age. 2. The need of a  greater 
degree of Freedom. 3. The Purposes and Plans of the Spirit-world. 4. 
A Divine Commerce. 5. The Homes of the Future. 6. Regeneration 
and Generation. 7. The Culture o f the Soil.

Able speakers from Boston, New York, Cleveland, Chicago, and other 
locations, are expected to address the meeting.

For the Association of Unionists, 
M a g n e t i c  S p r i n g s , K i a n t o n e ,  N. Y .,  ̂ J. M .  S t e r l i n g .

Aug. 1, lb58. T. S. SlLELDON.

Harmonial Colony Convention.
All persons interested in the establishment of a Harmonial Township, 

Precinct or Neighborhood, on the general basis announced in the late 
Circular of D. C. Gates and others, are hereby respectfully invited to 
meet in select Convention at Worcester, Mass., on the loth  and 16th 
days of September next, commencing at 10 o’clock, A. M., on the 15th. 
The undersigned expects that a goodly number of those numerous 
friends, in various parts of the country, who, by letter or otherwise 
have expressed their readiness to co-operate in the movement, will be 
present on the occasion; also such others as are prepared to take a 
working interest in the cause. Spectators and mere talkers are not in­
vited. Adin Ballou, as a cordial friend, adviser and promoter of the 
enterprise, has engaged to be present and to submit for discussion such 
specific documents and plans of operation as in his judgment may be 
requisite to our success. For the place of meeting, comers will please 
inquire at No. 1 Bay State Block, Main street, Worcester.

In behalf of the movement, D a n i e l  C. G a t e s .

Convention at Crystal Lake, II.
There will be a Convention at Crystal Lake, McHenry Co., HI., com­

mencing on the lOtli of September, 1858, to continue three days, for 
the purpose of free discussion and the diffusion of the principles of Truth 

As Progressive Friends, we invite the friends of Human Progress to 
reciprocate their thoughts upon all the reforms of the present day, 
without regard to sex or color, upon a free and equal platform.

Good arrangements will be made for the accommodation and comfort 
of mediums, speakers and others who may come from a distance. The 
Fox River Valley Railroad Company will run a special train of cars in 
connection with the Galena and Chicago Railroad passenger trains 
during the Convention, and will carry passengers from every depot on 
their road to Crystal Lake and back again, for half the usual price. 
Teams will be waiting at the Crystal Lake Depot to convey persons to 
the hall or grove free from charge. R. H o p k i n s ,  Secretary.

Notice to Spiritualists.
The Spiritualists of Lowell and vicinity will hold a P i c n i c  a 

Harmony Grove, in Reading, on Wednesday, the 1st of September, and 
do most cordially invite their brothers and sisters in Boston and vicinity, 
and those in towns along the Boston and Maine Railroad; also all others 
who feel disposed, to meet them at the above-mentioned time and place, 
in one general gathering of the friends of Spiritualism, and spend 
one day in the interchange of kind affections. Again we say, come 
one, come all; bring your speakers and meet us, a n d  we will receive 
you with open arms and warm hearts, and spend the day in the “ feast 
of reason and flow of soul.”  Should the day prove stormy, it will be 
held on Thursday, Sept. 2d, and should both prove stormy, it will be 
omitted altogether. B e n j . B l o o d , Jr., Pres’t of Association.

Dr. E. L .  L y o n ,  of Painesville, Ohio, an experienced lecturer on the 
Spiritual Philosophy in the Western States, being in New England, 
proposes, on his route homeward, to visit the following places for the 
purpose of speaking on Spiritualism: Worcester, Mass., 24th, 25th; 
North Brookfield, 2Gth and 27th; Palmer, 28th and 29th; Springfield, 
30th and 31st; Chicopee, Sept. 1st and 2d; Holyoke, 3d and 4th; 
Greenfield, 5th and 6th; Bellows Falls, Vt., 7th and 8th; Danby Bo­
rough, 9th and 10th; So. Shaftsbury, l l th  and 12th.

He will spend two days in each place, and desires the friends to make 
arrangements and give suitable notice in advance, so that he can speak 
every evening, and at the usual hours on Sabbaths. He prefers to 
take no fee at the door, but will expect a  suitable remuneration from 
collections.

The subscriber continues to receive calls to lecture on Spiritualist^. 
He is prepared to present the subject in its Phenomenal, Biblical and 
Philosophical aspects; also, lo discuss its claims to public favor, wit^\ 
any honorable disputant. J o h n  H o b a r t .

References— Dr. H. F. Gardner and A. E. Newton.

R i p e n e d  f o r  H e a v e n ! — In  Hartland, Vt., on the 10th in st, at the 
house of her brother, Josiah Jaquith, Miss P h e b e  J a q u i t h  laid aside 
the mortal form, and entered upon the higher life. Nearly ninety 
years had passed over her head while in the earth-life, and many are 
the kind deeds and loving words recorded on memory’s sacred pages in 
tho hearts of her friends. M. S. T o w n s e h d .

THE S P I R I T U A L  A 6 E >
BOSTON AND NEW YORK, AUGUST 28, 1868.

L e tte rs  Received.—M. S. Townsend, P . R. Stone, B. B. George, P . IL
Kirtland, A. C. Stiles. H. Allen, E. G. Rogers, H . P . Osgood, A. C. Spalding. * -  C. 
Galasha, S. A., W. W. Woodward, R. P. Ambler, T. G. Allen, J .  Wood, J .  M. Ster­
ling, E. W. T., M. Potter, It, E. Betts, S- E. Clark, E. Hazeltine, C. Church. M. # .  
Shuey, W. R. Hayden, W. M. Savage, W. W. Parker, J. S. Hancock, B. Blood, Jr.,
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S. B. Brittan Going West.
TO W E S T E R N  A N D  S O U T H E R N  H E A D E R S .  '

The undersigned proposes to leave New York in September, bn his 
annual. Tour through the Western States, for thepurpo9e of giving Lec­
tures on the Facts, Philosophy, and Moral Bearings o f  Spiritualism  ,  
together with its Relations to, and Influence on, the existing In stitu ­
tions of the Church and the World. The course will com prehend in  a  
general way -the following subjects:

1. Relations of the Visible and Invisible Worlds.
2. Relations of the Soul to the Body.
3. Nature of the Intercourse between Spirits and Men.
4. Laws of Spirit-mediumship.
5. Classification of Spiritual Phenomena.
6. Philosophy of Life, Health, Disease, Death, and Life in the vorld  

to come.
7. Spiritualism of the Bible and Philosophy of Miracles.
8. The Spiritual Idea au integral Element in- all Religions.
9. Fundamental Principles and Legitimate Claims o f  C h ristian ity  

vindicated, and Popular Materialism subverted.
10. Claims of Science and Religion harmonized.
11. Religion made philosophical and Philosophy invested with a Re­

ligious importance.
12. “  The Unity of the Spirit in the bonds of Peace,”  on the bro*i 

basis of a Natural Theology and a truly Spiritual Worship.
In order to render his labors the more effectual, the undersigned de*  

sires to make out a complete programme—before leaving New York—o f  
his proposed travels and lectures, and to this end will thank any friend  
—in each place where his services may bo required—to write him, »  
the course o f August, making known the wishes of the people with re  
Bpect to this proposal.

F r ie n d s  or P b o g b e s s  i n  t h e  G b e a t  W e s t  !—The writer proposes to  
discuss the important questions and issues named above, before th e  
assembled multitudes, and to this end your earnest co-operation is cor­
dially invited. With your aid in the execution of the plan, and th e  
continued presence of the invisible agents of a living inspiration, we 
may hope to be serviceable in a cause that merits the consecration o f  
the noblest human and angelic powers.

A t th e  South  in  W in te r .—Should the writer receive a sufficient 
number of invitations to visit important places in the Bouthem section 
of the Union, to justify the undertaking, he will spend the winter 
months in the Southern States, extending his travels—if sufficient en­
couragement be offered—as far as Galveston, Texas. Will the friends 
in the South, who may wish tho writer to stop at the places where they 
respectively reside—for the purpose herein mentioned—fallen an early 
opportunity to communicate their desires?

Address the undersigned at the JVew York  office of The Sm bituaI 
Age, or at Newark, N. J., his present place of residence. -

New York, July 24, 1858. S. B .  B r i t t a h .

PERSONAL AND SPECIAL.

Mrs. F a n n i e  B u r b a n k  F e l t o n  will lccture in  Providence th e  6 th ,  
12th, 19th and 25th of September, and in Pawtucket th e  8 th , 1 5 th ,  
22d and 29th. Those wishing her services subsequent to th a t  tim e, 
can address Willard Barnes Feltou, Providence, care  o f R ufus Bead.

R. P. A m b l e r  is engaged at St. Louis for three months from Sept. 1st. 
He may be addressed at that place, in care of J .  J .  Outley.

J. H. W. T o o h e y  will speak in Cleveland, Ohio, nn Sunday, A«g. 
29th, and may be addressed at that place for the present. •

Miss E m m a  H a b d i n g e ’s  address is No. 194 Grand street, New Y ork.

Prof. J. L. D. O t i s  will speak at Dover, V t., A ug. 2 9 th ; Button, 
N. H., Sept. 5th; Stoddard, N. H., Sept. 12th. His P. O. ad d ress  
will for the present be Lowell, Mass.

Miss S a r a h  A. M a q o v n ,  Trance Speaking Medium','Will answ er calls  
for speaking on the Sabbath, or at any other time. A ddress h e r  at 
Cambridgeport, Mass., care Geo. L. Cade.

G e o b g e  S t e a r n s ,  author of “  The Mistake of C hristendom ,”  ■wiU 
answer calls, in any direction, to lecture on the various Im positions 
of Ecclesiastical Authority, as well as on the Rational E vidence o f  
Life after Death, and Prospective Happiness therein. A ddress, u n t il  
further notice. West Acton, Mass.

MEETINGS IK BOSTON.
M e e t i n g s  a t  No. 14 B r o m f i e l d  S t b e e t . — A  C i b c l e  for tran ee-  

speaking, &c., is held every Sunday morning, at 10 1-2 o’clock. A d ­
mission 5 cents.

MEDIUMS UT BOSTON.
J .  V . M A N S F IE L D , M edium  for an sw ering  S ealed  L e tte rs , m a y  b e  a d d re n e d  a i  

N o. 3 W in te r s tree t, B oston  (over G. T u rn b u ll & Co.’s d ry  goods s to re).
T erms— M r. M . devotes h is  w hole tim e  to  th is  business , a n d  ch a rg e s  a  (be of $1 

a n d  four p ostage  s tam p s  to  p a y  re tu rn  p ostage , for h is  efforts to  o b ta in  a n  a s u v e r ,  b « l  
does n o t g u a ra n te e  a n  answ er for th is  sum . '

P ersons w ho w ish a  g u a ran tee  w ill rece ive a n  answ er to  th e ir  le tte rs , o r  the letter 
a n d  m oney w ill be re tu rn e d  in  th irty days from  its  reception .  C h a rg e  Jbt 
gu a ran tee , $3.

N o le tte rs  w ill receive a tten tio n  un less  accom pan ied  w ith  th e -p roper fee.
M r. M ansfield w ill rece ive v isitors a t  h is  office on M ondays, W e d n e s d a y s  a n d  S a t­

u rd ay s . P ersons a re  requested  n o t to  ca ll on  o th e r d ay s . 89 tf
M iss M. MUNSON an d  M rs. H . P . JE N N E S S , N o. 13 L ag range P lace , B oston . U
M iss H OD G ES, H ealing  a n d  T rance  M edium , respectfu lly  inform s h e r  friend* a n d  

th e  public th a t  she h as  rem oved to N o. 19 B erlin  stree t. . 2 9
M iss W A TE R M A N , T rance  an d  T est M edium , 142 H a r r is o n  A v e n u e .  B o o n ,  9  to

12 an d  3 to 9. T erm s fifty  cen ts p e r  hour.
M iss E . M OORE, R ap p in g , W ritin g , a n d  T rance  T e s t  M edium . B o o m s  N o .  1 ft 

Trem ont s tree t, u p  s ta irs , opposite  the  M useum . H o u rs  from  9 to  12 a n d  2  to  7.
M rs. L. B . S M IT H , No. 43 E lio t s tree t, a  successful H ealing  M ed iu m .p rep are* M ed ­

icines a d a p ted  to  every  case. Also, W ritin g  M edium , a n d  Spirit-Seer. P h y sio g n o m y  
ca l an d  Phrenological exam inations b y  sp irit-im pression . C ircles, T u e sd a y  a n d  F r i­

d a y  evenings.
M rs. D IC K IN S O N , N o. 38 B each  s tree t. Seer, H ealing  a n d  T r a n c e  M e d iu m , 

com m unications concerning th e  T a st, P resen t an d  F u tu re .
M iss R . T . A M ED Y , 32 AUen stree t, Boston, T rance  S peak ing  M edium , w ill i 

ca lls for speak in g  on th e  S abbath  an d  a t  a n y  o th e r tim e th e  friends  m a y  d e s i r e .  A d  
d ress h e r a t  32 Allen stree t, Boston. X T  She w ill a lso  a t te n d  funera ls .

M rs. R . H . B U R T , W ritin g  an d  T rance M edium , 24 1*2 W in te r s t r e e t—B o o m  

H ours from 10 to  1, an d  from  2 to  7.
M rs. K N IG H T , W ritin g  M edium , 1 5  M ontgom ery  p la c e ,  u p  o n e  f l i g h t  o f  i 

door N o. 4. H ours 9 to  1 and  2 to  5: Term s 50 cen ts  a  seance.
M rs. B E A N , R ap p in g , W ritin g  a n d  T rance  M edium . H o u rs  from  9  to  1  A. I f  

for M edical E xam ina tions , an d  2 to  6 an d  7 to  9 P . SL  for M anifestations, at Ho. SO 
E lio t s tree t. '___________________

THE BOOK OF LIFE OPEN.
The f-iculty of In tu i tiv e  P ercep tion , o r L ife-reading , is th e  m ost w onderfu l o f  fan- 

m an  capab ilitie s, i t  enables its  possessor to  ca lcu la te  th e  re la tiv e  use a n d  d e s tin y  o f  
ind iv iduals; it feels the influences th a t  bea r upon persons, a n d  te lls  w h a t p u rs o its  l a  
life they  m ust follow, and  w ha t changes th e y  m u s t m ak e , to  be successfu l; i t  d e te r ­
m ines the  tide  of m a n ’s fo rtune; it opens the  book of life a n d  rea d s  th e  p a s t  h is to f?  
an d  p resen t in ten tions of indiv iduals; i t  determ ines tru e  con jugal re la tio ca l a n d  w in
describe thc  persons whose love and  h a tred  falls unconsciously  u p o n  u s ;  i t  d e te rm in es  
the  n a tu ra l location  of persons a s  reg a rd s  th e ir  b est h e a lth  a n d  h ap p in ess , i t ,  in  
sho rt, opens thc  en tire  universe of m ind  for h u m a n  inspec tion . T hese  read in g s  tb e  
u ndersigned  gives from thc  h and -w riting , from  a  dagu e rreo ty p e , o r  from  th e  p r a n m l  
presence. H e will be a t  D r. M ain’s, N o. T D av is  s tre e t, B oston , on  S a tu rd a y  o f  e a c h  
w eek for th is  purpose. Term s for a  read in g , w ith  w ritte n  delineation , $1.00. A ll 
com m unications d irected  to  the  u nders igned , N a tick , M ass., w ill b e  p ro m p tly  a tte n d ­
ed to . 35—t f  H .  L> B on

PBOCEEDINGS OF THE FREE CONVENTION,
H e l d  a t  R u t l a n d ,  V t . ,  J u n e  2 5 th ,  2 6 th ,  2 7 th ,  1S&&

J u s t  pub lished  a n d  for sale b y  B e la  M arsh , N o. 14 B rom field  s tr e e t.  Price* tn  pa ­
p e r  covers, 50 cen ts ; in  cloth 07 c ts . T h e  w ork  co n ta in s  D eb a tes  on  th e  B ib te , Gov­
e rnm en t, M arriage , S p iritu a lism , S lav e ry , W om an’s R ig h ts , F ree  T ra d e , A c. 83 ^

MEDIUMS W ILL BE IN  ATTENDANCE CONSTANTLY,
D ay  a n d  even ing , p,t M cnso x ’s  R oom s. S. T . M . h as  th e  p leasu re  of  

th a t  he h a s  eng ag ed  th e  serv ices o f som e of th e  b es t m ed ium s in  th e  
ho u rs  w ill be  from  10 o’clock, A . M . ti ll  2, a n d  from 3 till 5 P- M . ^
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F A IR Y  L O B E .
B Y  E M M A  H A R D I N G E .

One of the principal ingredients in the intellectual enjoy* 
ment of the picturesque^ in European travel, is the outspread 
page of fairy lore, which, like a superstructure of vision-land, 
associates itself with rock, valley, woodland, lake, river, and 
glen. There is scarcely a hamlet or town which has not its

- place in historical significance, nor a foot of land which has 
not its old world traditions, made venerable at least, il not 
beautiful, by the memory of the p as t; but amidst the many- 
colored hues with which the hazy veil of imagination calls up 
and enrobes the shadows of “ long ago,” none assume a more 
welcome shape, nor appear in more graceful attire, than the 
beautiful fantasies of “ Elfin realm.”

However much of superstition and idle unreality may attach 
to their world of visions, there is nothing either positively evil 
or fearful in their thought. The hideous rites of diabolism, 
the obscenities and groperie of witchcraft, and the awful pres­
tige which once enwrapped the shadows from the mystic tomb, 
all shrink into outer darkness before the gay transparent moon­
lit glimpses which we catch of tiny elfin forms, while the petty 
malice and humorous pranks attributed to the very worst of 
these little sprites, contrast like the whims of a petted child 
with the dark features of demonology in general. I t  would 
seem as if  the mind of the true artist—the painter, poet, mu­
sician and naturalist—had risen superior to the gross forms of 
superstition; and whilst it  lacked the clue, or had not the 
science to trace out the reality of the spiritual world, which 
he felt like a presence forever around him, the harmony of his 
own nature colored the intuitive perceptions of a truth which 
was glancing ever around him, with a beauty which at least 
deprived the superstition of its darkest features.

Fairies, you must understand, dear reader, are by no means 
unlike humanity in their general characteristics, especially 
that spiritual part of humanity which has already thrown off 
ita garment of clay and appears in the rainbo'fr hues of a 
many-colored and changing world almost too ethereal for our 
heavy gross natures to comprehend. They are supposed to be 
pretty good-natured sort of folks generally— partial to little 
ohildren and old people—hovering around their footsteps and 
doing them all manner of little services for the pure love of 
the thing, without any particular hope of being recognized or 
consequently rewarded—in this respect closely assimilating to 
the unbusinesslike bargains which the spirits of the 19th cen­
tury seem to have made with their friends on earth—namely, 
to do them all the possible good they can, in return for as 
much abuse, contempt, ridicule, and even insult, as the said 
friends on earth think proper to bestow upon their efforts.

The fairies are supposed to be particularly active about 
births and deaths, endowing the helpless little strangers with 
all sorts of good spiritual gifts— inspiring susceptible subjects 
with a taste for painting, music, mechanisfn, &c.—skipping 
round the cradles with frolic step and fairy lullabies, which 
none but the pure and innocent can h ea r; and while soothing 
fractious little ones to rest, obeying the behest of many a poor 
wearied nurse, who oftimes in idleness (never, that we know of, 
in idolatrous worship, or magical incantation, O ye pious!) 
pettishly wishes “ the deuce would take the squalling b ra t!”

Perhaps the poor little green-mantled fairies think they are 
kinds of devils because they have no priests amongst them ; 
and for the same cause, when little children are thus uncere­
moniously consigned to their care, they may think they have 
the privilege of treating even the unbaptised kindly, instead of 
condemning them to eternal fire and brimstone. Fairies, too, 
like the worlds of spirits, have indifferent characters amongst 
them—joking sprites, who run about in marshy places with 
lanterns in their hands, twice as big as themselves. The unwa­
ry  traveller, catching sight of these, is often tempted by the 
“ will o’ the wisps” into bogs and mires, and even at times to 
death itself, unless, as most generally happens, some better-dis­
posed, sprite— a “  sylph,” for instance, or a good “ brownie”—  
oan get near enough to the traveller to whisper “ danger,” and, 
reaching up on tip-toe, grasp at the skirt of his coat, until 
Bhe\ has succeeded in drawing him off to the right track.

Between the mischievous little “ Jack o’ lanterns” beforo 
mentioned, and these kind-hearted fairies (of whom a whole 
legion is presumed to haunt round the steps of midnight wan­
derers, with a view of guiding them right or wrong), a sharp 
warfare is kept up, not at all unlike that which is, in more 
modem philosophy, supposed to contend for the souls of un­
wary travellers whose steps are lured to the bogs of gaming­
houses, or the mires and marshes of other species of vice; the 
Jack  o’ lanterns and guardian spirits of the 19th century look­
ing very like the waking dreams of fairy land.

Again, the “ little people,” or the “ good people” (as the 
old country folks half fearfully, half coaxingly call them), are 
very specially fond of industrious housewives and cleanly do­
mestics. TESe dairy is supposed to be a constant field of their 
operations. W ith a perfectly human amount of discrimina­
tion, they examine the milk-cans and butter-bowls, rewarding 
the neat-handed Phillis with a whole night’s work at the churn, 
the most satisfactory manufacture of miraculous butter and 
cheese, or testifying their contempt of uncleanness or negli­
gence, by turning sour whole cans of farm produce, or work­
ing np half-finished cheeses into pebble puddings. We shall 
have more to say, on another occasion, of their acts and deeds 
in reference to humanity, to those at least who are disposed to 
wander with us awhile amidst the fields and groves of fantastic 
fairy land. We can promise you nothing very real or sub­
stantial. All, it  is true, is mere moonshine, flowers, and glit­
tering toys. My poor little heroes and heroines are very fond 
of fine clothes and gaudy colors, especially green, by which 

.you may perceive, in the language of correspondence, that 
they are all merely earthy spirits, not yet unfolded to the pure 
white of immortality or the cerulean blue of heaven. No; 
they come out by the moonlight, or beneath the shimmering 
glow of the distant starry spirit-homes, which they fondly be­
lieve, with many very learned men and women, to be nothing 
more nor less than the tapers burning round the high altar of 
heaven, lighted up for the express purpose of illuminating the 
faries’ greenwood ball-room; and there they flit round and 
round, marking in their fanciful gyrations those mysterious 
circles of intense green which the country people in England 
and Scotland persist in calling “ fairy rings.”

The wise people (at least those who know so well that 
sprites and fairies are but the merest toys of the imagination), 
laugh a t the idle conceit of these same country people; but as 
they never deign to explain what these vivid circles of green, 
often occurring in waste and almost barren places, are attribu­
table to, the wise only continue to shrug their shoulders, and 
the foolish still call t h e m f a i r y  rings.”

For myself, I  must plead guilty to having been one of the 
extra foolish; for whilst my education taught me to laugh at 
fairies—shudder at the mention of ghosts tremble a t the 
name of God, and faint at that of the devil, intuition taught 
me to spread out my arms to the wild winds as they went.rush 
ing by, in the quenchless hope that I  should feel the flying 
chariot wheels of the mighty One, whom I  believed (though 
viewless) must yet be riding on the wings of the storm to 
kiss my hands to the flashing lightnings, as if  they were the 
torches of a vast banquet-hall, in which the spirits of power 
were holding solemn revel to the chorus of the deep bass thun­
der and the fitful treble of the pattering rain to stand by 
the bed of death and look upward for the spirit, instead of 
into the earth, and to steal away when the moon shone fair 
and the house of revel was too merry to miss me, and deep, 
deep in the thick woods, where the trees formed a nobler for- 
est-hall than ever arched over caBtle or gothic pile, watch for 
the tiny forms of the green-robed faires, whom I  knew could 
not (with my understanding), and hoped would (with my spirit), 
some fine night reveal to the anxious watcher their fluttering 
forms, bedecked with diamond dewdrops and lily-bell pearls, 
carnation rubies and buttercup topazes.

Well, I  was a great fool, no doubt,—a dreamer, a somnam­
bulist,— a mere sprite myself; and yet, though never eye or 
ear were greeted with fairy form or message, I  could have 
sworn, long before I  became a medium, I  was deep in the con­
fidence of the elfin tribes, and had actually many acquaintan­
ces amongst them. Some of their habits, customs, and mal- 
practises, being excessively similar to the popular superstition 
called Spiritualism, I  may from time to time offer to the pub­
lic, under the caption of this paper, as a voucher for my qual­
ification to become a fairy historian. I  will merely state, that 
ere being initiated into the solemnities of their midnight gath­
erings, 1 was apprised that their peculiar affinity with, and 
love for flowers, arose from the fact that they poor undevel­
oped things !—had sprung out of the vegetable world in ex­
actly the same manner as we have from the animal; and that 
whilst humanity in general manifests its origin in its peculiar 
appreciation of swinish food, tiger habits, waspish critiques, ca­
nine love of polygamy, &c., &c., they hold counsel with the 
flowers, and interchange all manner of kindly offices with veg­
etables and trees,—borrowing their clothes, building nests in 
their petals, swinging in their branches, and trading for dew- 
drops and honey, glow-worms and fire-flies, with dances and 
songs. '

Their very first attempt at organization was a bargain of 
this description : They had long wandered about the world,
leading a sort of erratic, vagabond life— doing a deal of good 
in minimum proportions—but, disgusted at last by finding 
themselves so often confounded with free-love “ mermaids, 
earthy “ gnomes,” who, under pretence of being spirits, in­
dulged in all sorts of coarse, rude, material freaks, grubbing 
in dirt and filth, in the name of Nature,— wailing Banshees, 
who were always crying woe, woe ! because they didn’t find 
life pleasing to themselves, and so wished to see all things 
equal; and great lazy vampires, who wanted to pull down ev­
erybody’s house of life just to get into it themselves without 
working for it,— besides hosts of other uncomfortable spirits, 
each of whom had some little narrow snail-shell into which 
they wanted to force in every other spirit, just because they 
thought it the only thing which the world wanted to make it 
as excellent as themselves.

Now the true-hearted fairies, fancying that the very best 
possible way to benefit others, and thereby benefit themselves, 
was just to serve people in their own w ay; but finding that 
even this generous purpose was being ruined by the very bad 
reputation which the rascal spirits were bringing upon the in­
visible world, finally resolved upon a solemn convocation, con­
sisting only of choice spirits, each of whom was to assemble on 
a certain night for the purpose of determining upon a new 
creed by which they should allow themselves and the world the 
largest possible liberty, and yet stamp their body with the most 
unmistakable possible test of brotherhood.

We must reserve the details of the meeting for another oc­
casion, merely remarking that their disinterested efforts wero 
nearly wrecked in their first onset by the egotism of the flow­
ers and grapes, of whom they humbly demanded a little ser­
vice— such as the loan of some trumpets, bells, &c., by way of 
summons, and a green hall for their conference-room. No 
sooner were these demands complied with, than each flower 
S t a r t e d  up with a new gospel of his own; and it was not until 
the harassed fairies had consented that one at least of every 
fogy flower should say his say at each conference meeting, that 
the preliminaries for the inaugurating assembly were comple­
ted. They began then where we propose to end, with the song 
of a little garrulous thing, with a small, very fine stem, and 
one remarkably pale blue head, with nothing in it except an 
idea, that, being descended from a very ancient Scotch family— 
the old chime which had been rung when his ancestors called 
Adam and Eve for breakfast—was exactly the chime which 
ought tb herald in the Fairies’ Congress of the 19th century. 
Accordingly, after sounding as loud a peal as his old cracked 
tinkling throat could give forth, he kept me amused whilst the 
fairies were dismounting from their butterflies and harnessing 
up their glow-worms, till after meeting, with the following au­
tobiography :

“ T H E  SONG O F T H E  H A R E B E L L .”

0  I ’m the elfin, vesper bell—
The fairies’ chime I sing;

When moonlight gleams o’er moss and fell 
Their gathering peal I sing.

Their tiny forms of light, unseen 
By waking mortals’ glance,

Come tripping o’er the shadowy green 
And join in the mazy dance.

Ding dong! my fairy song
Marks their footfalls’ noiseless beat,—  ;

Ding dong! Ding dong!
Gaily chimes the harebell sweet. <

0  I ’m the elfin bellman blue,
And many a -varying song

From forth my shining cup of dew 
Beguiles the listening throng;

And many a tale of wondrous lore—
Of fairy joy and grief—

Like clanging mortal bells I pour
From every quivering leaf. ,

Ding dong! my magic song,
Echoing faintly far and near,—

Ding dong! Ding dong!
Scares the midnight wanderer’s ear.

[Last verse soito voce and several other harebells ringing in  chorus.]
1 was the elfin vesper bell,—

But like a tale that’s told, .
I  feel I ’ve sung my own farewell,

For ah! I ’m growing old.
Full four days since I  sprang from earth 

A harebell fair and bright;
But sister bells have since had birth,

Anil I must say good night

Ding dong! I hear their song 
Chanting o’er my drooping head;

Ding dong! ding dong! -
Harebell requiems for the dead.

Reader, I  p lead gu ilty  o f  writing som e tw o colum ns o f  mere 
moonshine. I f  your verdict is “ gu ilty” likew ise, le t  m y pa­
per be suspended, and its  remains com m itted to the flames. 
If , on the contrary, y o u  are lenient, and acquit m e o f  m alice  
prepense, and even ask for more, the supply equals the de­
mand. “  A sk  and y e  shall receive,” “  seek  and y e  shall find, 
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A PBATEB IN STTMMEB.
B T  KATE E .  P . H IIX .

^Father, my sad soul is praying 
i»most fervent prayer,—
"soft”,—but thou wilt hear it 

Part the perfumed air,—  .
For I know by this great glory,

Thou art everywhere!

All the beauty-clouds that hold thee 
In their bosoms white—

All the halo of the heavens,
Circling thee with light—  -

Cannot hide thee, 0  my Father!
From my tear-dimmed sight;—■

For I see thy greatness, guiding 
All the lightnings’ powers;

And thy goodness, falling, felling '
With the cool summer showers;

And thy tenderness, upgushing 
Through the bloom of flowers;—

And I cannot help adoring,—
Cannot if  I  would;

And I cannot cease to worship t
Such Infinitude;

And I cannot choose but love thee,
Beautiful, All-good!

Oh, it seemeth I can never.
Never love thee more!

But I know I shall keep loving 
Better than before,

Through the Summers that are coming 
When this passeth o’er;—

Through the blissful Summers coming—
Even now so nigh—

I can almost see them blooming 
Through the purple sky,—

I  can almost see them blooming 
With my mortal eye.

When these flowers turn pale with dying,
And their leaves war old,—

■ When the slighting Winter cometh,
With its frost and cold,—

' Take me, take me, oh, my Father,
To the upper fold! •

Send to me my sweet-browed angels,
Through the amber door;

Let me hear their white feet patter 
O’er the star-gemmed floor;

I have heard them through my sobbing 
Many a time before—

Since they went away so happy,
{Oh, those childhood times!)

Since they went away so happy,
Past the church-bell chimes,

Through the crimson-flooded sunset,
To serener climes;—

To the shore where Griers black billows 
Never break and roll,—

Where no canker-worm of Sorrow 
Eats into the soul,

Through the beating breast that bars it 
From its yearned-for goal.

Father, I  have grown so weary!
I am sick with wo;

I would walk the quiet pathway 
. Where the tired ones go; •

I would shut the door of amber,
On the dark—below!

I would sleep away my anguish,
Buried deep in. flowers;

I would wake among my angels,
In Elysian bowers,—  -

In the wildwoods of the blessed,
Far away from ours!

Train-E^uly 25, 1858.
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G ospel before P a u l  a n d  C h ris tian ity . P rice  $1.00. J u s t  pub lished , a n d  for sa le  by 

“'jJ E L A  M A R S H , No. 14 B rom field Btrpet. 17__tf

FOUB SEBMONS,
P reach e d  in  th e  Y early  M eeting o f P rog ressive  F riends, a t  Longw ood, P a .,  M ay  

3 0 th  an d  31st, 1858. B y  Theodore P a rk e r . P r ice  17 cen ts. A lso, a  Serm on, p reached  
o n  th e  4 th  o f J u ly ,  in  B oston , o n  th e  effect o f S lav e ry  on  th e  A m erican  P eople . P rice  
8  cen ts . J u s t  p ub lished  a n d  for sa le  b y  B E L A  M A R S H , 14 Brom field S t. 32__tf

BICE'S SPIRIT MEDICINES.
P u r i f y i n g  S y r u p , P ricc  $1,00 p e r  bo ttle . N e r v e  S o o th in g  E l i x i r , P r ice  50 cen ts  

p e r  bo ttle . H e a lin g  O in tm e n t ,  P rice  25 cen ts  p e r  box . P u lm o n a r y  S y r u p ,  P rice  
60 cen ts  p e r  b o ttle . •

T hese M edicines h a v e  a ll been  te s ted  a n d  ca n  b e  relied  upon  ; th e y  co n ta in  no poi­
son . T hey  a re  a ll p re p a r e d  f r o m  s p i r i t  d ir e c t io n s  b y  W i l l i a m  E . R i c k .  F o r sale 
b y  B E L A  M A R S H , 14 B rom field  s tree t, Boston.

D. HtarsJj’s Catalogue.

KBS. METTLER’S MEDICINES.
R e s to r a t iv e  S y r u p — P rice  $1 p e r  b o ttle . D y s e n te r y  C ord ia l— 50 cen ts . E l i x i r -  

60  c ts . N e u t r a l i z in g  M ix tu r e — 50 cen ts . P u lm o n a r ia — $1. L in im e n t— $1. 
H e a lin g  O in tm e n t— 25 cen ts  p e r  box . F o r  sa le  b y  B E L A  M A R S H , N o. 14 Brom ­
fie ld  s tree t, B oston . 14—tf

THE FOLLOWING ABE NOW BEADY.
A d d r e s s  delivered  before th e  la te  C onven tion  in  favo r o f ex ten d in g  to  W o m an  tb e  

E lec tive  F ran ch ise . B y  G eo. W . C u rtis . P r ice  10 cen ts , o r  to  th e  tra d e  a t  $7  p e r  
h u n d red . '

T r a c t s ,  b y  J u d g e  E d m o n d s, co n ta in in g  e ig h t in  th e  series. T hese T ra c ts  fu rn ish  
a  sim ple a n d  com prehensive s ta te m e n t o f th e  F a c ts  a n d  P h ilo sophy  o f S p iritua liem  
P rice  p e r  h u n d red  $1.50, o r 24 cen ts  th e  series.

T h e o d o r e  P a r k e r ’s  S e r m o n s  o>* R e v i v a l s . —T h e dem an d  for th e se  rem ark ab le  
discourses con tinues u n a b a te d . M ore th a n  20,000 h a v e  a lread y  been  sold. P r ice  for 
th e  th re e  d iscourses, 24 cen ts , o r $6  p e r  h u n d red .

B eside th e  above, th e  subsc riber h a s  a  g en e ra l a sso rtm e n t o f S p ir itu a l a n d  Reform  
P ub lica tio n s, a n d  w h a te v e r p o in ts  to  th e  E lev a tio n  o f H u m a n ity , indep en d en t of 
creeds, b u t recogn iz ing  T ru th , com e from  w hence i t  m ay .

24—t f  S. T . M U N SO N , N o. 5. G re a t Jo n e s  s tree t, N ew  Y ork .

MADAME DU BOYCE,
M E S M E R IC  C L A IR V O Y A N T  P H Y S IC IA N , FR O M  N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y , 
W ho  h a s  been  so successfu l in  th e  tre a tm e n t o f a l l  d iseases, especia lly  o f th e  E y e  

a n d  E a r , is  a t  th e  M arlboro’ H o te l, W ash in g to n  s tree t, B oston . T he afflicted  a re  in ­
v ite d  to  ca ll. 2S— 3m

L IG H T  B R E A D ,
W I T H O U T  Y E A S T  OB P O W D EB S .

H ow  to  m ake  lig h t  delicious B rea d  w ith  sim ple F lo u r  a n d  W a te r  o n ly .  I t  c a n  
be  p rep a re d  for th e  oven in  a  few m in u tes  (w ith  coa rse  o r fine flou r) a n d  m a y  be  ea ten  
w arm  b y  inva lid s  w ith o u t in ju ry . R eceip ts  for H E A L T H F U L  CO O K IN G , &c. 
— a  li ttle  H a n d  B ook, p rice  10 cen ts  b y  m a il; m uslin  covers, 15 cen ts . A ddress 
“ B oston  W a te r  C u re ,”  B oston , M ass j a lso  for sa le  a t  B e la  M arsh ’s, 14 B rom field 
s tree t.

“ W e h a r e  seen  th e  rece ip t tr ied  b y  a  la d y  w ho h a d  no fa ith  in  it , a n d  w ho w as 
su rp rised  a t  th e  lig h tn ess  a n d  sw eetness of th e  b read .*’— P o r tla n d  T r a n s c r ip t , 
A p r i l  17*A. 33— tf

MBS. H. A. LANGFOBD,
T hrough  sp irit-d irec tions , h a s  chan g ed  h e r  labors to  th e  ex am in a tio n  of a n d  p rescrip ­

tions fo r d iseases. H o u rs , 9 to  12, a n d  2 to  5, T uesdays  a n d  F rid ay s . P erso n a l com­
m un ica tio n s  a s  u su a l, b y  tra n ce  a n d  w riting . T erm s $1  p e r  h o u r. M edicines p re ­
p a re d  th ro u g h  sp irit-d irec tions  b y  h e r en tire ly . H ouse  re a r  71 C ham bers s t. 25—3m*

F. W- B. EMEBY,
M A N U F A C T U R E R  O F  P A T E N T  S E W I N G  M A C H I N E S ,  

For Fam ily and Manufacturing Purposes.
Office a n d  Sales room , 332 W ash in g to n  S tree t, opposite  A dam s H ouse . 21

MBS. METTLEB'S MEDICINES.
A ll these  rem edies a re  com pounded  acco rd ing  to  M rs. M ettler’s d irec tions, g iven  

w hile in  a  s ta te  o f C la irvoyance , a n d  a re  p u re ly  vege tab le , a n d  p erfec tly  safe u n d e r 
all circum stances . *

M r s . M e t t le r 's  R e s to r a t iv e  S y r u p .—F o r  a n  Im pure  s ta te  o f th e  b lood, d e ra n g e  
m e n t o f th e  S ecretions, B ilious O bstructions, U n eq u a l C ircu la tion , S ick a n d  N ervous 
H ead ac h e , In a c t iv i ty  of th e  L iv er, C onstip a tio n  of th e  Bow els, I r r i ta t io n  o f th e  M u- 
cuous M em brane, e tc . P rice  p e r  bo ttle , $1 .

M r s  M e t t le r 's  D y s e n te r y  C o rd ia l.— A  S to m a c h  a n d  B o w e l C o rre c to r .  P rice  p e r 
b o ttle , 50 cen ts .

M r s . M e t t le r 's  C e leb ra ted  E l i x i r .—F o r  C ho lera, Colic P a in s , C ram ps o f  th e  
S tom ach  a n d  Bow els, R heum atic  a n d  N eu ra lg ic  P a in s , B ilious S tom ach , F ev e r a n d  
A gu e , a n d  in te rn a l in ju r ie s . P r ice  p e r  b o ttle , 50 cen ts.

M r s  M e t t le r 's  N e u t r a l i z in g  M ix tu r e .— F o r B ilious O bstructions, A c id ity  o f the  
S tom ach , D yspepsia , C onstipa tion  o f th e  Bow els, H ead ach e , a n d  F eb rile  sym ptom s 
occasioned b y  cold o r w orm s. P r ice  p e r  b o ttle , 50 cen ts .

M r s . M e t t le r 's  P u lm o n a r ia .—F o r  Colds, I r r i ta t io n  of th e  T h ro a t a n d  L ungs, 
H em orrhage , A sth m a , C onsum ption , W hooping  C ough , a n d  a l l d iseases of tho  R esp i­
ra to ry  O rgans. P rice  p e r  bo ttle , $1.

M r s . M e t t le r 's  H e a lin g  O in tm e n t— F o r B u rn s , S calds, F re sh  C u ts  .a n d  W ounds 
o f a lm ost ev e ry  descrip tion , B oils, S a lt R heum , B liste rs , Swelled a n d  Sore B rea sts  o r 
N ipp le s, G lan d u la r Swelling, P iles, C h ap p e d  H a n d s  o r C haffing. P rice  p e r  box, 25 
cen ts .

M r s . M e t t l e r ’s  R e m a r k a b le  a n d  U n p re c e d e n te d  L i n i m e n t .—F o r  L am eness a n d  
W eakness o f severa l p a r ts  o f th e  h u m a n  sy stem , C on trac ted  M uscles a n d  Sinew s,
R heum atic , In fla m m ato ry  a n d  N eu ra lg ic  A ffections, C allous a n d  S tiff J o in ts , S pas­
m odic C on trac tions, e tc ., e tc . P r ice  p e r  b o ttle , $1.

J a m e s  M c C l e s t f b ,  P rop rie to r.
5—tf 8 . T . M U N SO N  A gen t, 5 G rea t Jo n es  s tree t, New Y ork .

MBS. METTLEB’S PBESCBIPTIONS.
D R . S. D . G R A N T , NO. 624 M A IN  S T R E E T , H A R T FO R D .

H av in g  opened a  sto re  a t  th e  above num ber for th e  sa le  o f M edicines genera lly , an d  
especia lly  of B o t a n i c  a n d  E c l e c t i c  R e m e d ie s ,  I  am  p rep a re d  to  p u t  u p  prescrip tions 
an d  to  forw ard  them  to  a n y  p a r t  of th e  coun try . I  am  especially  au tho rized  to  say  
th a t  M rs. M e t t l e r  w ill n o t ta k e  a n y  responsib ility  for the  p rescrip tions she g ives, if 
th e  M edicines a re  ob ta ined  elsewhere in  th is  c ity . She ta k e s  th is  course in  o rd er th a t  
th e  p a tien ts , a s  w ell a s  herself, m a y  be fa irly  d e a lt w ith . C om plain ts h ave  been  m ade 
o f th e  failu re of h e r R em edies, w hen  the  fau lt h a s  been  d irec tly  traced  to  th e  incorrect 
m a n n e r  in  w hich  h e r  p resc rip tions  h av e  been p u t  up , im p u re  a n d  v itia ted  artic les  h av  
Ing been u sed , an d , n o t u n frequen tly , o ther m edicines su b stitu ted , b y  persons w ho have 
p u t  u p  th e  p rescrip tion  for hose she has  p rescribed . T h is has  opera ted  w ith  m an ifest 
in ju stice , an d  it is to  avoid  these inaccurac ies of th e  d ru g  shops h a t  the  estab lishm ent 
o f the  undersigned  h as  been opened.

I  h av e  ju s t  received from W . S. M e r i i i l l  & Co., o f C inc innati, Ohio, ev e ry  v a rie ty  
o f  th e ir  ce leb rated  C o n c e n t r a t e d  M e d ic in e s* , also, a  la rg e  stock from  th e  N ew  Leb 
an o n  Society o f S hakers, fresh  a n d  genu ine. N one b u t tbe  v e ry  best shall be k e p t by 
m e. D R . S. D . G R A N T.

M RS. M E T T L E R ’S M E D IC IN E S — R esto ra tive  Syrup , D y sen te ry  C ord ia l, Pulm o 
n a r ia , N eu tra liz ing  M ix tu re , C holera E lix ir , L in im ent, O intm ent, P la s te rs , & c., a lw ays 
on h a n d , fresh  from  th e  fac to ry . 12— tf

THE PBEMATUBE DECAY OF YOUTH
J U S T  P U B L IS H E D  B Y  D R. STO NE, P h y s ic ia n  to  th e  T roy  L u n g  a n d  H ygien io  

In s titu te , a  T re a tise  on th e  E a r ly  D ecay  o f A m erican  Y o u th ; th e  v ice of Self-A buse 
a n d  its  d ire fu l consequences; Sem inal W eakness, a n d  o th e r D iseases o f th e  S exual 
O rgans in  bo th  M ale a n d  F em a le . •

T he above w ork , con ta in in g  th c  m ost th rillin g  inc iden ts  in  th e  p rac tice  o f th e  a u ­
th o r , h a s  received  th e  h ighest com m endation  from  th e  lead ing  p a p e rs  o f th e  U nion, a s  
one of th e  m ost ab le  eve r pub lished  on th e  sub jec t of su ch  v ita l  in te re s t. I t  w ill be  
se n ^ b y  m ail in  a  sealed  envelope to  a n y  p a r t  o f th e  coun try , free o f charge , on  ro 
ce ip t of tw o s tam p s for postage .

A ddress D R . A N D R E W  STONE, 
P h y sic ia n  to  th e  T roy  L u n g  a n d  H y g ien ic  I n s ti tu te , an tf P h y sic ian  for D iseases of 

th e  H e a r t, T h ro a t a n d  L ungs, 90 F ifth  s tree t, T roy , N . Y.

AN ASYLUM FOB THE AFFLICTED.
H E A L IN G  b y  la y in g  on  o f h an d s . C H A R L E S  M A IN , H ea lin g  M edium , h a s  

opened a n  A sy lum  for th e  A fflicted a t  N o. 7 D a v is  s t r e e t , B oston, w here he  
is p rep a re d  to  accom m odate p a t ie n ts  d esiring  tre a tm e n t b y  th e  above proccss on 
m o d e ra te  te rm s.

[UT P a tien ts  desiring  bo ard  shou ld  g ive notice in  ad v a n ce , th a t  su ita b le  a rra n g e ­
m e n ts  m a y  be m ade before th e ir  a rriv a l.

T hose send ing  locks of h a ir  to  in d ica te  h e ir  d iseases, shou ld  enclose $1  fo r th e  
ex am ination , w ith  a  le tte r  s tam p  to  p re p a y  th e ir  postage .

Office ho u rs  from  9 to  12 A . M ., a n d  from  2 to  5 P . M.

A. C. STILES, M. D., BBIDGEPOBT, CONN.,
IN D E P E N D E N T  CLA IR V O Y A N T ,

G u aran te es  a  tru e  d iagnosis  of th e  d isease of th e  person  before h im , o r  n o  f e t  w i l l  
be c la im e d .

T e r m s  to  be s t r i c t l y  o b served .—F o r  C la irv o y an t exam in a tio n  a n d  p rescrip tion , 
w hen th e  p a t ie n t is p resen t, $2 . F o r P sychom etric  delineations of ch a ra c te r, $2 . To 
in su re  a tten tio n , th e  fe e  a n d  a  postage  s tam p  m u s t in  a l l  cases be  advanced .

TO THE AFFLICTED.
D R . S. C U TTE R , ass is ted  b y  M rs. G . W . W alk er, C la irv o y an t a n d  H ea lin g  M e­

d iu m , w ill a t te n d  to  th e  w an ts  o f th e  s ick . Office, 221 C en tra l s tre e t, Low ell 
M ass. P a tie n ts  w ill b e  accom m odated  w ith  b oard .

SPIBITUAL, CLAIBVOYANT, AND MESMEBIC PBESCBIPTIONS,
C A R E F U L L Y  p rep a re d  b y  O C TA V IU S K IN G , B o tan ic  A p o th ec a ry , {664 W a sh  

in g to n  s tree t, u n d e r  P in e  S tree t C hu rch , B oston .

All of Mrs. Mettler’s Medicines for sale at abore. tf

B E I i A  M A R S H ,  
N o .  14  B r o m f i e l d  S t r e e t ,  B o s t o n ,

K eeps c o n s ta n tly  on  h a n d , for sa le  a t  th e  P ublishers* p n ce * , the Boeks nuneA Ib  
th e  following lis t o f S p ir itu a l w orks, tog e th er w ith  m a n y  others suitable fee tha 
tim es. A ll new  p ub lica tions  received  a s  soon a s  is su ed , and tbe trade uppfied at a  
libera l d iscoun t. O rders a re  respectfu lly  so lic ited .
The Educator: a  va lu ab le  la te  w ork , th ro u g h  J o h n  M u rra y  S p ear. E d ite d  b y  

A . E . N ew ton. P rice  $2.00.
Woodman’s Three Lectures in rep ly  to  D r . ' D w igh t’s  sennon on SptritoaU 

ism . A New E d ition—stereo ty p ed . P r ic e  20 c e n ts . *
Mrs. Hatch’s Lecture on  F a ith , H op e , a n d  Love. P r ice  15  cts.
Mrs. Hatch’s Discourses, Yol. 1—$1.00
Mesmerism, Spiritualism, W itchcraft and M iracle i By Alien Putnam,

P rice  25 cents.
A B e a u tifu l G ift Book. T he B o u q u e t of S p i r i tn a l  F lo w e r? .

chiefly  th ro u g h  th e  M edium ship  of M rs J .  S . A dam s. B y  A . B . C h ild , U .—- 
44 Cold, cold m u s t be th e  h e a r t  th a t  does n o t so ften  a t  th e  re p e a te d  c a n in g  and 
sound  of ange l foo tsteps.” — F lo ra . I n  v a rio u s  b in d in g s. P r ic e  86 centa, $1* aad  
$1.50.

W a rre n  C hase’s H ew  B ook: “ The L ife L is e  o f the Lone One
or, A u tob iog raphy  o f  th e  W orld ’s  C h ild .”  P rice  $1.00.

Mrs. Hatch's Lecture at Newburyport. Price 15  cants.
A Beview of I. E. D w inell’s Sermon against Spiritualism . By

J .  H . W . Toohey. P rice  15 cen ts.
The Psalms Of Life. A com pila tion  o f P sa lm s, H y m n s , Chants, fce., embodying

th e  S p iritu a l, P rogressive, a n d  R eform atory  sentiments of the present age. By 
J o h n  S. A dam s. P rice  75 centa.

The Harmoniad and Sacred Melodist, l*> pagea . P r ic e  in  b o a rd s  B  c o t s
single ; $3.50 p e r  do ten .

M odern S p ir itu a lism . Its fac ts  a n d  fanatic ism s, i ts  consistencies and contra 
d ic tions 5 w ith  a n  A ppend ix . B y  E . W . C ap ron . P rice  $1.00 

T he S p ir it  M in str e l. B y  J .  B . P a c k a rd  and J. 8 .  Loveland. P rio e  l a  
covers, 25c *, In  c lo th  b ack s, 38c.

W hat’s o’clock! M odern s p ir i tu a l M anifestations. Are they la i 
reaso  n  a n d  p a s t  revela tion  ? P r ice  15 cen ts .

The Magic Staff; A n  A u tob iog raphy  of A ndrew  Jackson Daris. A 
P rice $1.25.

The Penetralia) B eing  h arm on ia l answ ers to important questions, by Andrew 
J a c k s o n  D av is. P rice  $1.00.

The Present Age and Inner Life. B y  A . J .  D av is . P r ic e  $ 1 .
The Harmonial Man. B y  A ndrew  J. D avis. P r ice  80 cen ts .
Nature’s Divine Bevelations? A c . B y  A ndrew  J .  D av is. P r ice  $2 .00 .
The Great Harmonia. B y  A ndrew  J .  D av is. Vol. L ,  tb e  P h y s ic ia n . Prfe*
. $1.00. VoL I I . ,  T he  T eacher. P rice  $1 .00 . VoL U L ,  Tbe Seer. Prioe $1.0* 

VoL IV . T he Reform er. P r ice  $1.00.
The Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse. By A. J. Davis. 60s.
Free Thoughts Concerning B eligion. B y  A . J. Davis. P rio e  ita.
The Philosophy of Special Providences. B y  A . J .  Davis. Priee 16 wafta. 
The Approaching Crisis. By A ndrew  J .  Davis. Price 60s.
An Epic of the Starry Heaven. T hom as L. H a rris . T rice  tta.
Lyrio of the Morning Land. T hom as L . H a rr is . P r ice  7So.
A Lyric of the Golden Age. T hom as L. H a rris . P rice  
The Wisdom of Angels. B y  T. L. H a rris . P rice  71 cen ts .
Hymns of Spiritual Devotion. B y  T . L. Harris. Price 40 centa.
The Herald O f Light. M onth ly . B y  T . L . H a rr is . P r ic e  l i  cen ts .
The Kingdom of H eaven ; o r  T he G olden A ge B y  E .  W. Loveland H caQ y

bound  in  clo th . P rice  75 cen ts.
Epitome of Spiritual Intercourse. By A lfred  C ridge . P r ic e  38o» 
Courtney’s Beview of D r. D odd 's  T heory . P r ice  25 cen ts.
New Testament “ M iracles”  a n d  “ M odern M iracles.”  P r ice  SOe.
Proceedings of the Hartford Bible Convention- P ric e  76c. 
Spiritualism. B y  E dm onds a n d  D ex te r, in  tw o vols. P rice  $1.25 each .
An Exposition of Views respecting  th e  p rin c ip a l F a c ts , C auses a n d  P fc n U a r it i i  

involved in  S p irit M anifestations. B y  A d in  B allon . P r ice  in  d o th ,  7*c ;  p a p e r  
60c.

The B e lig io n  of Manhood* By J* H. R o b in so n ; with introduction b y  A . 1
N ew ton. P rice  in  cloth, 75c j in  p a p e r  50c.

Spirit Intercourse. By H erm an  Snow . Price GO cents 
The SeereBB of Prevorst. P rice  38c.
Spirit Works Beal but not Miraculous. B y  A. P u tn a m . Price 28o.
The Birth of the Universe. B y  a n d  th ro u g h  R . P .  A m bler. P r ic e  60a. '
Brittan andBichmond’s Discussion. P rice  $1.00.
Discourses from the Spirit World. D ic ta ted  by Stephen Oiin, UuM|k

R ev . R . P . W ilson , w ritin g  m ed ium . P r ice  63c.
Beichenbach’s Dynamics of Magnetism. P rice  $1 .00.
Pneumatology. B y  S tilling . E d ited  b y  R ev . G eorge B u sh . Plica 75c. 
C e l e s t i a l  T e l e g r a p h .  B y  I*. A . C ah a g n e t. P r ice  $1.00. ,
N ight Side of Nature. B y  C a th a rin e  Crow e. P r ice  $1.25.
The H ealing of the NationB. T h rough  C harles L in to n , M edhfln , with aa la  

tro duc tion  a u d  A ppend ix , by  Gov. T a llm adge. P rice  $1 .50 .
Tiffany’s Spiritualism Explained; I n  Twelve Lectures. $1.00.
Natty, a S p irit ; h y  A llen  P u tn a m . 62 l - 2c.
The M inistry of Angels Bealized: A  L e tte r  to the Edwards Congregaasm

C hurch , B oston. B y  M r. a n d  M rs. A . E . N ew ton. 15 c ts ., s in g le ; $1.25 a doaea, 
$ 1 0  a  h u nd red .

Answer to ChargeB of B elief in  Modem BevelationS) fce; given -
th e  E d w ard s  C ongrega tional C hurch , B oston . B y  A . E . N ew ton . 1 0  cen ts .

Prof. Hare’s Large Work; E x p e rim en ta l In v es tig a tio n s  o f  the Spirit
es ta tio n s , k c .  P rice  $1.75. «

Scenes in  the Spirit W orld ; b y  H u d so n  T u ttle . Price 60 cents.
Tiffany’s Monthly. $ 1.00  p e r  an n u m .
A Letter to  th e  C h es tn u t S tree t, C ongrega tional C hu rch , Chelsea, !

S. A dam s. P rice  35c.
A B ivulet from the Ocean of Truth. A n  in te re s tin g  narrative of the i 

m e n t of a  s p ir it from  d a rk n ess  in to  lig h t, B y  J .  S . A dam s. 25c.
Beview Of R ev. C harles B eecher. B y  J o h n  S. A dam s. Price 6 centa.
Book for Skeptics. P rice  25 cen ts .
Fam iliar Spirits and Spiritnal M anifestations. By Sr. b eck  P n i ,

w ith  a  R ep ly  by  A . B ip g h am . P rice  15c.

, M ass. B y  Jo laa

The Philosophy of Creation. By Thomas Paine, through the h a n d  cf H<
G. W ood, M edium . P rice  38c.

.A stounding Facts from the Spirit World. By J. A. G r id le y ,  Booth
am pton , M ass. P rice  63 cen ts . -

Philosophy of the Spirit World. By R ev . C harles H am m o n d . 63e. 
Messages from the Superior state. C om m unica ted  by JohnHurray throagfe

J o h n  a l . S pear. P rice  50c.
The Pilgrim age of Thomas Paine. C . Hammond, Medium. 75c.
Voices from the Spirit World. I s a a c  P o s t, M edium . P ric e  50c.
Eeply to the Bev. Br. W. P. Lnnt’s Discourse. Bj Uin x. K. Toney,

o f Q uincy, M ass. P r ice  15 cents.
The L ily Wreath of Spiritual Communications; Through M ia .  J .  8 .

A dam s, a n d  o the rs. 85 ceu ts , $1.50 a n d  $1.
The Bouquet of Spiritual Flowers; Received through the m e d iu m s h ip  a f

M rs. J .  5. A dam s, a n d  o thers. P rice s  a s  above.
The Progressive Life of Spirits After Death. Price 15 oenta.

W.S.OOCRTHET, b x s j .  e ~ n m .
COUBTNEY & PAYNE,

A T T O R N E Y S  A N D  C O U N S E L L O R S  AT LAW.
021 ccs N o. 346 B ro ad w ay , N ew  Y o rk , a n d  N o . 10  C o u r t  s t r e e t ,  B ro o k ly n .
M essrs. C o u rtney  a n d  P a y n e  w ill g ive th e ir  a tten tio n  to  t h e  p ro s e c u t io n  a n d  coO ec 

tio n  o f  claim s a n d  a l l business  p e rta in in g  to  t h e  profession , in  t h e  C o u r t s  o f  N e w  Y o c k  
a n d  B rook lyn  a n d  th e  ad jo in in g  counties.

B y  th e ir  p ro m p t a n d  und iv id ed  a tte n tio n  t o  b u s in e s s  t b e y  h o p e  t o  d e s e r v e  t h e i r  
sh a re  o f th e  p a tro n a g e  of th e  s p ir itu a l pub lic .

U BS. L. W. KEMLO,
D E A L IN G  M E D IU M  A N D  E L E C T R IC IA N ,

N o . 84 B e d f o r d  S t r e e t  (F ro n tin g  on  th e  S quare  in  S um m er s tre e t) , B o s r o x .
N . B . C onsu lta tions  a n d  ex am in a tio n s  free o f ch a rg e . 33 t f

T H E  SICK A B E  H E A L E D
W IT H O U T  M E D IC IN E / JA M E S  W . G R EEN W O O D , H e a lin g  & nd*D eve)op ii«  

M edium , Room s N o. 15 T rem ont s tree t, opposite  th e  M useum . Office b o o rs  tro m
0 A . M . to  5 P . M . O ther h o u rs  h e  w ill v is it th e  sick  a t  th e ir  bouses.

In v es tig a to rs  w ill Hnd a  T est, R ap p in g , W ritin g  a n d  T rance  M edium  a t  th e  a b o ra

MBS. C . L. NEWTON, HEALING MEDIUM,
H a s  fu lly  te sted  h e r  pow ers, a n d  w ill s it for th e  c u re  o f  d iseases o f  a  c h ro n ic  n a t u r e ,  

b y  th e  lay in g  on o f h an d s . A cu te  p a in s  in s ta n tly  relieved  b y  s p ir i t - p o w e r .  C h r a n ie  
R heum atism , N eu ra lg ia , Chronic S p ina l D iseases, P a in s  i n  t b e  S ide, D is e a s e  o f t h e  
L iv er, N ervous P ro stra tio n , H eadache, k c .  T erm s fo r  c& cb s itt in g , $ 1 .0 0 . H ovzb  
from  9 A . M . to  3  P . M . W ill v is it fam ilies i f  req u ired . N o . 26 W e s t  D e d h a m  s t r t e ^  
tw o doors from  W ash ing ton  s tree t, Boston.

WM. E. BICE, CLAIBVOYANT PHYSICIAN,
O F F IC E  N o. 1 H udson  P lace , n e x t to  27 H u d so n  S tre e t, B oston , Mitw , I f  tat: 

o r  d is ta n ce  p re v e n t personal a tten d an c e , ex a m in a tio n  b e  m a d e  from  % W t  e f  
a n d  a  s ta te m e n t of th e  le ad in g  sym ptom s, ag e  a n d  sex . Office h o u rs  from  1 2  A .  M .  t o  
3 P . M . T erm s (in  advance), w hen th e  p a t ie n t is  p resen t, $ 3 ; w hen  a b s e n t ,  $ 5 .

N. C. LEWIS, CLAIBVOYANT PHYSICIAN,
H a s  t a k e n  t h e  m a n s i o n  N o .  70 T r e m o n t  s t r e e t ,  w here h e  w ill m m i n *  p t p tttH  
f o r  t h e  a f f l i c t e d ,  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  an In d ia n  S p ir it o f  tb e  o lden  tim e . 1 ft

GEORGE ATKINS, ’
H E A L IN G  M E D IU M  A N D  C L A IR V O Y A N T  P H Y S IC IA N , 

W k b s t k r .  M a m ,
T e r m s — E x a m i n a t i o n  w h e n  t h o  p a t i e n t  i s  p r e s e n t ,  $1} b y  lock  o f  hair, $3, In ^

13—

DB. JOHN SCOTT,
T he successful S p irit P hysic ian , has  rem oved from  S t .  L o n s ,  to  N o . 6  U f a rfa 

N ew  Y ork . P a tien ts  u n d e r tre a tm e n t can  be accom m odated  in  t h e  h o u s e .
A gen ts w an ted , to  d ispose of Scott k  C o .'s  ce leb rated  a n d  su c c e ss fu l S p i r i t  X e d l  

cines. A ddress, J o h n  S c o t t  k  Co., 6 B each  s tree t, N ew  Y ork . 8— t f

DB. 6 . A. BEDMAN TEST MEDIUM,
H a s  re tu rn ed  to  th e  c ity  o f N ew  Y ork , a n d  ta k e n  room s a t  N o . 8 2  F o u r t h  A r a a e ^  

n e a r  10 th  s tree t, w here h e  will rece ive v is ito rs  a s  fo rm eily . 1 4 — t f

MBS. J. E . KELLOGG, SPIRIT MEDIUM,
8 U N IV E R S IT Y  P L A C E , CO R. E IG H T H  S T R E E T , N E W  Y O R K . 

H o u rs  from  10 A . M . to  1 P . M . On T u e sd a y , T h u rs d a y ,F r id a y  S a tu rd a y
n in g s  from  7 to  9. B y  p rev ious engag em en t only* from  4 to  6  P .  M .

DB. AMMI BBOWN, DENTAL SUB6E0N,
2 4  1 - 2  W I N T E R  S T R E E T ,  B A L L O U ’ S  B U I L D I N G ,

C T  P a tie n ts  P sychologized o r E n tran ced , a n d  o pera tions  p e rfo rm e d  w i tb o o t

FOUNTAIN HOUSE,
C O R N E R  of B each  s tree t a n d  H a rr iso n  A venue. S p ir itu a lis ts ’ H e a d - Q u a r te z s  Ib  

B oston . C h arg e  $ 1  25 p e r  d a y , o r  $ 7  p e r  w eek , fo r tw o  o r  t h r e e  w e e k s .

_ _ _ _ _  H .  F .  G A B D N X ft .

A. « .  CHILD, M. D., DENTIST,
N O .  I S  T R E M O N T  B T R E E T ,  B O S T O N ,  H J L 8 8 .

SUFFOLK DYE HOUSE,
COEN EE OF COGKT AND HOWARD htrcttb BO0TOK.

' \


