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. For the Bpiritual Age.
THE BASIC WORD OF THE OLD CHURCH.
No. 1.

Beforetime in ILsrael when a man went to inquire of God,
thus ke spake: * Come, let us go to the Seer ; for ke that
s now called a Prophet was beforetime called a Seer.’—
1st SamueL, 9: 9.

The assumption of the old church that Abraham to their
father, with Moses, the prophets and the apostles, is of more
worthy origin than the light ef to-day, challenges criticism.
We are told that God would never so manifest himself through
the ministry of angels as to let them come through unrespect-
able vessels—which means vessels outside of fashionable church-
dom; for the church seems utterly oblivious that fashionable
pharisecism is of that blindoess that leads the blind to de-
struction, and that God has most lovingly chosen for his work
those whom the church has cast out as unclean—the lowly, the
sinful and the foolish—to confound. the wise and the prudent,
whose vanity and pride go before destruction; while from

. mouths of babes and sucklings God perfects the highest:

praise.

Mrs. Child has so well surveyed the field of all religions
that but little remains for us' to do, save to glean and give
sketches of that « Word” which our dying churches claim to
be infallible, and by which they augur to the straying of many
souls. This Word, however apt and proper for its time and
people, is not so apt and proper for us, when infallibility is
claimed for it, to the shutting out of modern light. We may
excuse the Hebrews for the love of the old clothes they carried
out of Egypt; but for their persecution for two thousand
years by a church that uses the same garments in their mys-
teries of augury, we see no excuse. We show the Word for
its basis of theological churchdom, and not because it is Juda-
ism. Wo grant all its worth to the old, and all its worth to
the new, for each to receive and employ as shail commend it-
gelf to his highest light. ‘We think there is a foolish idolatry
of the old as infallible. We hope so to remove some of the
veil from this idol, that creed-bound mentality may no longer
prostrate itsélf in the superstitious darkness of its ancestors.

In our articles upon the ¢ Church and Natural Philosophy”
we have secen how modern science casts out the Jewish Word.
We have scen too how Mrs. Child gave a very capital view of
all the ancient * Words™ of all the ancient nations in harmo-
pizing whole, showing the various stages and culture of all
people. Nor is she any the less scientific in her work than
they who are vastly more pretentious, but in their wisdom
would be likely to place the whole world upon the back of a
turtle, and measure all things from that stand-point. Scien-
tific vision is often very narrow in its views, though not so un-
seemly as the galvanized death in our theologies. The church
has sought an ally in this same fragmental science, to measure
the unfolding Word of to-day. We think it is clearly in proof
that the circamscribed alliance can neither measure the old
aright, nor have open vision to measure the new. Utter denial
on the one hand, and a blind credence to an * infaliible word”
on the other, will be very apt to daub their building with un-
tempered mortar, till temple and tower go down.

‘We are not reverential of the ancient night, when it is made
to flout the modern sun in the name of the living God. We
reverence Truth, Wisdom and Love. We adore them. Doubt-
less we are as fallible in their pursuit as the rest of the chil-
dren of men. But we have no prejudices that we wish re-
spected. We wear no yoke of ancient or of modern days, nor

" walk in any farrow the slavish mind has made, but seek our
way to the Most High by all the light we can gather into the
soul, We do not like the enshrining of ancient darkness at
the expense of modern light. We cannot be “tender in our
surgery to such excrescences, but must apply the actual cau-
tery. If the grim old idols stand in our way, be it ours to
hew them to pieces in the sight of all Israel and the sun.

But while we have no beaten track for our way, neither
have we anathema maranatha, or curses to bestow on any who
go not with us, see not as we see, and whose ways are not our
ways. We care nothing for the theological arithmetic of three
one or one three, but with Milton, we invoke—

*¢ Chiefly Thou, O Spirit, that dost prefer
Before all tempers the upright heart and pare,
Instruct me, for Thou knowest

what in me is dark

Illumine; what is low, raise and support!’’

Our text from Samuel clearly shows the way to the Spiritu-
alistic “ Word” of Old Jewry. The Seers or the Prophets,
in greater or lesser gifts, are the same as our Mediums of to-
day; and according to the fruits are the spiritual operators to
be judged. Through the old media, Jehovah, God, Lord,
Angel, are the terms used for & common authoritative source—
more frequently, it was God or the Lord for the influx, influ-
ence, or familiar spirit. '

When angels from the Most High, beautiful in love and
wisdom, come “to preach a gospel to the poor,—to heal the

broken-hearted,—to preach deliverance to the captive, and to I
set at liberty them that are bruised,” then we have that bread

that cometh down from heaven, that whoso eats thereof, at-

tains to the resurrection and the life; but there are lesser

fruits, down to those all ashes, from the lurider flames of

night.

Jewish Spiritualism is no exception in its several grades of
being, each claiming God as authority for the utterance,
though simply representative of the spiritual planes of that
time, whether of mundane or trans-mundane flow.  If we find
in present day the outpouring of the spirit exceeds no breadth
or depth of media through which it flows, the law of now em-
braces the law of zhen. However varied may be the series of
causation, it has its order of consecutiveness, or mode of being,
termed law. The physical, the moral and the spiritual, are
alike under its rule. From this law of manifestation we run
the line of ancient and modern Spiritualism, confining ourself
to that record of manifestations called the Werd of God,
which appears as a multifold idol in our dark theologies of
confusion worse confounded.

It is time to be born from the ancient thrall, to come up to
the sunlight of the heavens. It belongs to the living to bury
the dead, when the'dead persist in rattling their old bomnes to
make a sham of life. Let the #ld skeleton furnish what lime
it has for the forthcomieg new wheat crop, since all its uses as
a quickening spirit departed gvith its marrow.

Many and profound students, materialwise, have questioned
or denied the spiritual identity of man beyond the plane of
his outer organized life. How little other than a sterile, edu-
cational faith, have we had to sustain us! Our physical and
mental philosophies—the theology of our churches—have ut-
terly failed to make sure the conseious individuality of the
spirit on the dissolution of its material body. A picce of in-
tangible fog, without form and void, is all they could give us
for our ycarning hearts; and this formless essence, floating
about in some far-off locality—now this, now that—indefinite-
ly wrought, but mostly waiting a trump to sound from out
eternity to waken cast-off worthless bodies, changed to all the
purposes of earth. What huskless fruit is this! What fruit
all ashes, or, otherwise, quickened by the lurid flames of a
wrathful God, burning his children in hell forever! So the
gift of immortality, through our churches, is far more woful

‘| than the eternal sleep.

One of the darkest phases of the old church idol—the Old
Testament—save what we can infer from spirit-intercourse,
can-hardly be said to yield the faintest outline of a life beyond
the tomb. - The dispensation through the mediumship of Mo-
ses nowhere directly taught it. His blessings and his cursings
were bounded by the earth. His twilight gleams can only find
their Redeemer along the horizon of the latex dawn. Jesus,
to meet the Sadducees from their own Iight,m only quote
from their record, ¢“I am the God of Abraham, of* I'saac, and
of Jacob.” But unto whom does this suffice to rear the con-
scious soul, when to dust has gone its body? The light of
Moses, as it domes to us, was not enough to take him to the
spirit-land, but an earth-land flowing with milk and honey was
the paradise of his yearning heart, and down to the grave he
went on:this side Jordan, nor hoped to rise a spirit on the other
side, more beautiful than aught that met his eye from topmost

height of Pisgah.
The New Testament does indeed bring us to a much higher

light, and Jesus shines a perpetual Sun amid the darkness of
all ages. Akin to the poor and lowly, he would feed them with
the bread of everlasting life, as worthier far than all kif)g,
prince or potentate could give. He would have them rise with
upright heart and pure to the resurrection and the life, where
treasures in heaven were theirs. Happy were they who were
open to receive this light. But O what doubts,—what yearn-
ings,—what prayerful depths of anguish !—¢«for if the dead
rise not, then is Christ not raised ;” and even the witnesses of
that resurrection doubted each other’s testimony, and received
it « as idle tales which they believed not.”

So difficult did Jesus find it to manifest to the yet unopened
spiritual sight of his mostreceptive disciples. If the ignorant.
and credulous fishermen were thus slow of heart to believe,
who, then, shall deliver the wise and prudent from the body of
this death? If there be not spiritual unfolding when our dull
senses die, what a mockery of mockeries is human existence!
Why, even its best conditions can have but little attraction for
the love and wisdom aspiring one who waits the brighter birth
of the spirit. Flesh and blood in low estate might wish to in-
herit such continuity of life as supposed, to have been decreed
in Eden. But as we grow upward to the higher light, how
gladly would the soul leave its earth-home for the more beau-
tiful one of the spirit-land! Dark indeed is the religion that
cannot prolong identity beyond this house of clay.

But now in the fulloess of time do the heavens open, and
their treasures come t6 the humble seekers in their needs. No
more in the dark valley and shadow of death shall the mourn-
er sit sorrowful for the departed. The yoke is lifted from the
weary and heavy laden—the broken-hearted are healed by the
sweet melodies of angel-whispers. The lost loved oncs are
found, and though separate in time, are gathered on the plane
of eternity.

It is charged against us that in the resurrection of to-day,
there is much pot of the highest estate. We grant it, and
find the parallel running through all Jewry. While you laugh
at us, do not complain if we sometimes change the laughter to
the other side of the mouth. If the new wine in some of our
vessels is not what it ought to be, we may also see that much
coatained in the old bottles is not divinely pure. At the same
judgment-seat let us all appear without respect of persons, no
matter in what name they come, Jehovah, Jove, or Lord.
It is not well to set up an idol in the heart, and veil it at the
expense of truth, Let the veil be rent and receive each oth-
er’s light while casting out the works of darkness. What is
true in the old cannot be destroyed, but must be evidence of the
truth of to-day. OFf the manifestations of the old record, let
each receive as may be good and true. :

We try the spirits in the flesh or out to see what they are
worth. We know them by their fruits. If Satanism avails
against the new resurrection, so equally against the old, ac-
cording to the fruit that each may bear. This is the Chris-
tian rule of the good Jesus, and we accept it with all our
heart.

It is not well to say, *“ We have Abraham to our father,”
to garnish the tombs of the ancient Scers, and to stone the
Scers of the modern light. The materialism of death shrouds
our churches. Infidelity is there. The fashion of this world
governs them. Their crced-yokes are on the.necks of all
within their fold, and ravening wolves are there, whose tender
mercies are cruel. Sums of all villanies are anointed in the
odor of sanctity, by making an ancient record stand sponsor
for the deeds, even though above all stands the most nobly
beautiful of truths, the tenderest of loves, that ¢ inasmuch as
ye do it unto the least of these, ye (d'o it unto me.” When
and where was the engineering of the church for freedom of
thought and act, in physical, moral and spiritual growth, and
not for compression and bondage?  Noble women and brave
men are cast out of the synagogues. When so risen they no
longer bow to the base idols, rearing their slimy crests from
pulpit, from altar, and from floor. At a sightless distance are
our dead churches from the beautiful Head who came to preach
deliverance to the captive, to heal the broken-hearted, and let
the oppressed go free.

Now it is a Sabbath merchandize of the bodies and souls of
men, women and children, by leading captive ignorance and
stupidity with superstitious rites und dead formulas. Such are
the whited sepulchres of our day; and like the rush of many
waters is the suit to Mammon and power to lay up treasures
on earth. A multitudinous host outside, athirst for the waters
of everlasting life, have sought it at fresh fountains whose
streams no longer flow through parched and withered churches.

Now that angels are our cup-bearers from ever-flowing foun-
tains of the deep, and bear its many waters in ministry of
love, and show us to fresh pastures of verdure ever new,shall
we not rejoice ?  What though this ministry is yet in its day
of small things, as a little child—such ig the kingdom of
heaven—and better, O how much, is this newness of life than
the old church Dead Sea with its fruit all ashes !

What but a spirit quenched of all light could turn aside
from the sun-shining at noonday to go down to the old ages
and wander through its dark valley and shadow of death by a
light so dim as to be worthless, could it not borrow from the
living light of to-day? Let us take pencil-sketches of these
old venerable ages, whose visions, dreams and spirits are the
basic worship of our 19th century churches.

Let us open these old graves so that their dead may appear
unto many. Call their visions, dreams and spirits, Odic Phan-
toms, if you please, though in name they come as God, Lord,
Angel, Man. They are representative names of that early
time, and are no authority for us any farther than they are as
one with the laws of the Most High as revealed in the greater
fullness of this living age.

But in our outlines, or sketch, which we offer as sufficient in

present light to portray the mode of being of the ancient
« Word,” we do not assume that even the spiritualistic phase of
the Jewish record is uncuestionably true in all respects. Very
far from it. But making allowance for terms and ideas, it
might in greater or less extent have been according to the
claim, and not violative of the spiritual law. The expression
of the «infallible word” in its absolute sense, with reference
to its causation, is at fault; but the light of the present uop-
folding will suffice to lift the ancient clouds. To inquire of
God through a Seer, and to receive the ¢ Word” of the famil-
iar spirit as the Word of God, and thus to deify the spirits,
was simply to do as has been done in all ages. Hence, theoc-
racies and hicrarchies for the subjugation of the people. But
now a new heaven is brooding a new earth. Trans-mundane
mystical lore is no longer infallible by the old Wilderness and
the Dead Sea. The new dayspring from on high disperses its
Chaos and old Night. Facts and their science are now cogai-
zant of the consecutive law of the various planes, and the
mightier birth of to-day rends the swaddling-clothes of an-
tiquity. )

The old Word can be read from three points of view—the
natural, the allegorical and the spiritual. This triune view

has become so shortened in its distances as to bring it within
the vision of the general reader. The patural and the alle-
gorical * Word” are sufficiently displayed by Mrs. Child’s
« Progress of Religious Ideas,” by Theodore Parker’s Trans-
lation of DeWette, by the Rev. John McNaught’'s ‘< Doctrine
of Inspiration,” and by Philo Judseus. The spiritual « Word,”
with which we shall ‘have mostly to do, is uncovered and - re-
deemed at its true worth by the modern unfolding, and in the
light of our text from Samuel.

There was a book referred to in Joshua and 2d Samuel by
the name of Jasker. ¢ This * Word,” supposed to have been
lost, is claimed to have been preserved by the Jews. There is
a republication in 1840 by Noah & Gould, New York. This
Word has not yet been received among the canons of the
« pasteboard barriers of the Bible.” It is even deemed apoc-
ryphal or apurious. But on what grounds? Our present ca-
nons have had many changes rung upon them according to the
militant exigences of the ‘church. It may be secen by De
Wette that it is rather a nice point to decide how much is the
true metal and how much the counterfeit. The question in
many instances seems to have been settled by the greatest
amount of drass. The TIrench claim that their tutelary God
is on the side of the many cannons. Why not then add the
Word of Jasher to the canons of the church. Its original
Hebrew and faithful translation is endorsed by Isaac Word-
heimer, Professor of Oriental Literature, H. V. Nathan, Min-
istec of the English and German Synagogue, Kingston, Ja-
maica, Professor Turner, an able Hebrew scholar, of New
York, and Professor Geo. Bush, of New York, of the Swe-
denborgian « Word.” Surely such names ought to suffice to
canonize the ¢ Word” of Jasker. We shall refer to it occa-
sionally as auxiliary to the other « Words.” Let there be
full play of all the canons, whether in or out of the ¢ paste-
board barriers.” We have sound militant prescription for
this from a present Church of England divine—MeNaught—
who, in service of the ¢ thirty-nine,” has ciscovered the an-
cient canons to be breech-burnt, and otherwise unsafe in prac-
tice, and ¢ that inspirational infallibility must rest on some
better support than the canonicity of Scripture. From Gene-
sis to Malachi we hardly know who wrote one book. Let us
look on our position and see that whatever else and however
excellent may be the meaning of Inspiration, we are forced by
the bearings of truth, as witnessed to by the Bible itself, to
the conclusion, that neither with reference, to Science, History,
Morality, nor Religion, does the Bible permit us to regard its
teachings as infullible or free from all error.”

Thus does this brave co-worker and engineer dare to stand
at ‘“the imminent deadly breech” and show that the scriptu-
ral canons can no longer be maintained in position, however
much the various sects may stub and twist them for their des-
perate service. C. B. P.

THE FAITH FLOWER.
BY T. L. HARRIS. ‘

In the garden of beauty the faith-blossom grows,
In the garden of beauty alone; o

With the heart of the grape, and the lips of the rose;
And the song of the spheres in its tone.

And its petals have eyes, and its leaflets have wings;
And its voice is all tender and true;

And an inward delight is the song that it sings; -
And its fruits with the seasons are new.

’Tis the flower of the Angels! they pluck it to wear
In the garlands they gather on high;

And the breath of its fragrance is music and prayer;
And its loveliness never may die.

But it grows not where Hate with his north wind is keen;
And the senses look vainly to find;

And the light of its beauty may never be seen
By the wise, who in selfhood are blind.

And it"withers from sight when the frost-spirit comes
From the Icelands of envy and wrath;

And the proud find it not, where their palace-built homes
Mark the death-miles of poverty’s path.

’Tis the flower of the lowly, the poor and the weak,
The children of sorrow and loss;

And they find it alone who are humble and meek,
In the garden that grows by the cross.

GreaT Ipeas axp Syarr Durties—A soul occupied with
great ideas best performs small duties. The divinest views of
life penctrate most clearly into the meanest emergencies. So
far from petty principles being best proportioned to petty
trials, a heavenly spirit taking up its abode with us can alone
sustain well the daily toils, and tranquilly pass the humilia-
tions, of our condition. Even in intellectual culture; the
ripest knowledge is the best qualified to instruct the most com-
plete ignorance. So, the trivial services of social life are the
best performed, and the lesser particles of domestic happiness
are most skillfully organized, by the dcepest and fairest
heart.—James Martineau.

Tue Cop oF Patiexce.—What a goblet! It is set round
with diamonds from the mines of Eden; it is carved by an-
gelic hands, and filled at the eternal fount of goodness.—
Jerrold.

For the Spiritaal Age.
THE MORAL LAW,
BY GEORGE STEARNS,
“Love is the fulfilling of the law.”’—PavuL.

Self-love is the first law of moral being. The Creator loves
himself and breathes this motive into all conscious existenoe.
Hence, Individual Happiness is the rule of Rectitude; but
inasmuch as Society effects the same end, this becomes the
reason, and self-love the measure, of social love. God, having
premeditated the whole rationale of morals, has endowed Man
with organs of social as well as sclf-love, according to which
we ought instinctively to love our neighbor as ourself; but the
accidents of development have caused the selfal to greatly pre-
dominate over the social, in nearly all specimens of Human
Nature. A general ignorance, too, of the benefits to be de-
rived from a true Society—a desideratum never as yet exem
plified on Earth—has prevented hitherto the maturity of that
rational motive to a universal benevolence which, with more
information, men are destined to conceive. The iinmediate re-
sult of this general misconception of haman interest, has been
to bring mankind into mutual suspicion and hostility, and to
turn the social world into such a theatre of antagonism as “to
the eye of a philosopher,” as Mackenzie says, ‘appears like
a great madhouse.” Man, however, cannot but learn by expe-
rience, and in time he will forsake his error. To know is to
prize whatever avails for Happiness. Already do we see the
signs of Progressive Wisdom in the general decline of the
war-spirit, in the desuetude of ecclesiastical persecution,—in
the rational tendency of religious impulse,—in the various
philanthropic movements of the age,—in the growing forbear-
ance of civil powers, and in the kindly intercourse of citizens
in every department and grade of society. The redemption of
the Race—the complete exorcism of Man from the infernal
spirit of antagonism, may yet be a work of time; but the
means are now in operation which are certain in the upshot to
bind the myriad hearts of mankind in one bundle of undissent-
ing Love. It is a minikin soul that can house its affections in
one body. To own a single friend, is to live two lives.
How happy then were the philanthropist, if every-one he
meets were his equal in Benevolence !

Yes; and the sage s happy to cherish this thought as a
prophecy; for it predicts a day of universal philanthropy.
«« The mystery of iniquity” ouly intervenes; but * that which
now letteth will let, until it be taken out ef the way.” ¢ The
Day of Judgment,” whiclkr is the future predicate of mature
Reason, and must be the harbinger of «the Kingdom of
Heaven” on Earth, can never come so long as we keep the
barbarous sentiment of &lame. Error there is, and who can
help it? Wrong is to be got rid of, but never by calling it
crime and paying it back with vengeance. We must learn to
love our cnemies, which we cannot do so long as we think
them criminals deserving punishmeut.
that we have no enemies—that the wights we call sach are
only crazy friends. ‘

Character never makes itself. Every individual is a crea-~
ture mostly of parentage and education. It is ng fault of &
fool that one is born such, nor of a knave to have been mis-
guided by erring or faithless teachers, and thus blinded to his
own best good. Thrust into a World of strangers, what does
a helpless infant deserve, but the commiseration of Benevo-
lence and the nurture of Philosophy ? What, in fact, does it
often find, but the heritage of vice and ignominy, and the
harsh pupilage of intolerance? Why wonder that such a brat
of wretchedness grows up to a life of turpitude? Really, the
greatest of all misfortunes is depravity; and the most absurd
and cruel of all abuses, is that prejudice which condemns the
wicked while it tolerates all that is concerned in breeding the
monstrous fry. The rascal plagues society, it is true; but
pre-eminently his ‘unsought and uncoveted propensities curse
himself. How barbarous, hew inhuman, to hang the victim of
ill-birth and bad training! A sage benevolence.would pity
« the sinner;” and a wise guardian of human interest, instead
of Eilling the patient, would aim to cure the disease. Let re-
taliation cease, and villany will assume a less frightful phase
and a less formidable attitude. When want may no longer
beg unheeded, when Virtue shall have learned -to teach by ex-

_ample, then will cupidity and perfidy quit their repugnant call-

ing; guilt will die out, and innocence may repose in the midst
of wealth without fear and without danger. Let Mercy su-
percede revenge ; let Love propitiate malignity; let Philoso-
phy, as the guide of civil policy, forestall all misdevelopments
of Human Nature, and Universal Weal shall wipe away the
tears of suffering Humanity. The Happiness of each musé
follow the Mutual Love of all.

Bexerits oF ADpVERSITY.—No man'is more miserable than
he that hath no adversity ; that man is not tried whether he
be good or bad; and God never crowns those virtues which are
only faculties and dispositions; but every act of virtue is an
ingredient into reward—God so dresses us for heaven.—Jer-
emy Taylor,

Aisop the Physician said that when Prometheus tock the
clay to form man, he tempered it with tears.

Rather we must learn
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Those of our friends who subscribed for one year from
the first issue of S. B. Brirrax's SeiriTusn AGE are re-
specffally notified that their terms expire with the nezt
pumber. We frankly avow to them that we need a con-
tinaance of their generous patronage ;—and does not the world
need it too? The good doneby a single subscriber does not
stop with himself, his famlly, or his circle of friends; it
extends wherever the influence of this journal extends —and that
is world-wide; it is wanted wherever reform is wanted—down
to thevhumblest. sufferer on the face of the earth. Ignorance
is the prolific breeder of misery, disease and crime—the parent
of oppression and abuse in the moral, social and political
world. Knowledge, widely disseminated, is the only counter-
acting agent against these evils; and every lover of his kind
should do his part toward spreading the light. Can this be
done more readily or mofe effectually than by circulating free,
reform papers?

Let no person think that his individual influence or aid will
not be missed; it will be missed, if removed, like so much
blood drawn from the veins of our common “enterprise. We
wish the patrons of the AGE to feel that the paper is theirs,
and is dependent on them personally for support. It is not
an adventure on the part of its Editors, designed to bring

. back individual honor and emolument. We, the more imme-
diate laborers on its pages, are but stewards, ready always to
glve an account of our stewardship, ready to labor, so long as
we find simply the bread for our mouths—ready at any moment
to give place to more faithful or efficient workers. We, asin-
dividuals, are of no account in this matter, but the Cause
should be abundantly sustained. Tue Age should be well
supported as a needed instrument in the Cause. At the
present juncture the helping hand of our friends will be
deemed an especial favor, on account of heavy liabilities which
are falling due. May we not look, therefore, with confidence
for a generous response to this appeal? Those subseribers in
particular whose terms are about to espire, will, we trust,
give us the bencfit of 2 prompt renewal.

-_— e
DR. HARE AS AN INVESTIGATOR.

[The following remarks were intended for an earlier insertion, but
may not be devoid of pointeven at this late date.]

The Philadelphia North American publishes a biographical
sketch of Dr. RoBerT HaRE, which does justice to the vener-
able Professor’s scientific attainments; but the writer feels con-
strained to indulge in the following language in reference to
his conversion to Spiritualism :

¢« Here we would fain terminate our brief and imperfect sketch of the
labors and character of departed genius; but we have yet to advert to
what i8 everywhere known, and silence respecting which could only
pass for an idle affectation of friendship. Our readers know that we
allude to the delusion under which Dr. Hare labored during the last
few years of his life, by a belief in ¢ Spiritualism,’ as the thing is mis-
" named, and in his ability to hold iatercourse with the other world
through an invisible but present medium. Surprise has been very
generally felt that so zealous and successful a votary of science should
have allowed himseif to be mystified in this manner. But, without en-
tering into recondite psychological inquiries, which would be out of
place on the present occasion, we think that an explanation may be
fourd in the original constitution of his mind, in the long and intense
strain of his intellectual faculties durmg the many years in which he
was-uninterruptedly engaged in the studies of the closet and the exper-
iments of the laboratory; and, finally, in the very nature of his fuvor-
ite.pursuits. He had long been [in the habit- of dealing with those
subtle, diffusive, and imponderable substances, or, 8s they might be
called, essences, which give rise to the phenomena of electricity and
inngnetism, and which penetrate all matter and pervade all space, and
which assume such on endless variety of disguises, now amusing us in
philesophical toys, now convulsing nature in the storm and the torna-
do, or causing mountaing to vomit forth volcanic fires, and make an
entire continent %o tremble in the throes of an earthquake. Sent
through the human-frame, the electric agent imparts new life, and,
for a moment, glves movement and expression to the dead.

“Dr. Hnré’ in the vigor of his'days,” had been accustomed to inves-
figate the causes and nature of these proteiform appearances, to un-
mask some of their disguises and to exercise the office of a vigilant ob-
server and careful-experimenter, while admitting only the deductions
thus obtained. Byt with advanced age came a wearied. and worn
mind, which yielding more and more to habits of abstraction and ab-
sence from the outer world, allowed to imagine some changes, some
disguises, of an etherm.l and even spiritual nature, not differing much
frow, bat only-going o little beyond those light, diffusive and impon-
dernble agencies with which he might be said to have long held com-
muaien. We leave to others the duty of showing that the secrets of the
other, the spiritual world, and the revelation of God to man have not
been discovered by.either genius, or learning or science. The knowl-
edge of all this lies in another direction, and is taught by other means,
now happily under the Christian dispensation, accesssible to all.”

" We are not-disposed to enter upon the discussion of all the
topics suggested by these singularly unphilosophical opinions.

Wewould, however, remark,—what we think will commend
ftself to every candid ‘mind, that the very familiarity which
Dr. Hare had acquired with the nature and laws of the im-
Pondérable essences which had been his life-long study, instead
of - P"ﬂdlsposmg him to be deluded by them, as this writer
strangely* conjectures, qualified kim “pre-eminently to distin-
guish between their action gnd that which he found hitself
compelled to attribute to spiritual beings.

It may not require either genius, learning, or science to re-
veal the secréts of the spiritual world ; but if seience does not
eusble its most dxstmguushed‘votanes to determine what be-
lengs to the material sphere; then of what useis it? Dr.
Hare knew—what every other scientific man knows—that the
results obtained in his Spiritualistic § investigations could not be
produced by the action of electricity and magnetism, or other
unintelligent. mundane forces. But it required no special at-
ﬁmment in science on his part to perceive that the power
whmh ‘mapifested intellect, will, memory, and various other
mental attributes, through a pine board orau spmtoscope ”
conld be 66 less than a personal intelligence—not an imper-
sonal imponderable essence. It is the blear-eyed scientific and
theologic Sadducees who allow themselves to be  mystified”
on this subject—not this hoary-headed veteran.

Dr. Hare’s demonstration of spiritual ngencies in his labo-
ratory, as detailed in his great work, (**Spiritualism Scientif-
ically Demonstrated,”) was no less positive and indisputable
than his previous demonstrations in the departients of mate-
rial science; and the day will come when he will be vastly
more honored for his ¢ Spiritometer” and * Spiritoscope,” than
for bis * Oxy-hydrogen Blow-Pipe” or * Electroscope;” and
when scientific mea will be ashamed of the wretched shift by
which they have evaded his testimony—the imputation of imbe-
cility or jnsanity. -

‘We here’ refer, of course, simply to Dr. Hare’s proof of the
fact of spirit-sgency—not to the philosophical or theological
opinions which he associated with that fuct. His intimacy
‘with natural science, while it fitted him to distinguish between
~mundane and spiritnal forces, did not necessarily qualify him
to be'a Moralist, a Theologian, or a Spiritaal Philosopher.
His education and early surroundings had made him a Deist,
and thé -absurdities and follies presented to him under the
pame of- Christianity, did not have the effect to attract him to
its real truths. Spiritualism gave him not only a demonstra-
tion of "a spmtual state, but his first rational conceptions of
such a state; and what wonder that these should have been
mixed with much that to others seems crude and materialistic?
What wonder that he should have interpreted the revelations
of spirits measurably in accordance with his own previously
fixed ideas? or that his attendant spirits should have been
those possessing a cast of mind like his own, or disposed to
adapt their communications to his existing state of apprehen-
sion ?

While, therefore, we regard Dr Hare’s demonstration of
spirit-agencies as the noblest achievement of a noble scientific
carecr, yet we are by no means committed to his peculiar re-
ligious or theoretical opinions. = That he was thoroughly hon-
est in entertaining and avowing them, we make no question ;
and that the love of truth which shone so conspicuously in his
earthly life will in due time free - him from all important er-
rors, and forever lead him onward and upward in the boundless
universe of mind, we rejoice to believe. A E. N,

“ DEPRAVITY” AND “ REGENERATION.”

In a previous article (May 15th) we spoke of man as being
constituted of (1) an external, ponderable body, (2) an animal
mind or spirit, which forms the ¢ spiritual body” after en-
trance upon the spirit-life, (3) a purely spiritual nature, and
(4) a celestial or Divine nature.

In the light of this analysis, we readily see how man comes
by his * depravity,” and why he needs * regenerating,” either
in this life or another, before he can be harmorized, happy, or
“in heaven.” He derives the physical and with it the animal-
spiritl‘ml part of his constitution, from his parents—they giv-
ing to him of such as they are. He is continually tuking upon
bim, in food and by absorption, the spiritual life-principles of
the animal, vegetable and mineral worlds around him. These
go to make up his animal body, with its animal mind or spirit.
In the animal world we see exemplified the characteristics of
these several life-essences in their natural conditions—that is,
we see embodied representations of the swine-clement, the
horse-element, the ox-element, and so on—the highest tendency,
the grand inoving-power, of each and all being the love of
pleasure. 'When taken into the human animal constitution,
their nature is the same per se, and they manifest the same
supreme tendency, except us they becowme permeated and con-
trolled by the higher or spiritual mind, whose characteristic is
lote of wuse, and by the celestial, whose esscnce is love of good.
When these have brought all below them into subjection, then
harmony is established in the inner world, and God (the Celes-
tial Element or pure Love) reigos in and over all,

The superior degrees or elements of the internal nature, in
thus flowing down into, permeating and controlling the lower
or animal degree, impart to it a new life, energize it with new
motives, or, in other words, * regenerate” the 4 natural man,”
which, as compared with the spiritual, may be considered as
“depraved.” As this process: goes on, of course *the old
man,” or the animal, selfish nature, dies,—the love of pleasure
and of self ceases to be the animating principle,—and new
and higher impulses pervade and actuate the whole organism.

It is undoubtedly to this regenerative process that Jesus and
some of the New Testanent writers applied the terms * death”
aud ¢ resurrection,” mstead of to the laying aside of the ex-
ternal body and its revivification, as has been generally sup-
posed. If so, it can readily be understood how those who
have been « born of the spirit,” or fully experienced this res-
urrection, in the earthly life, will «die no more,” or ¢never
see death.,” Their * mortal” hasalready ¢ put on immortal-
ity ;” and to such the simple casting off of the external gar-
ment is a matter of trivial consequence ; it is not a * death,”
for they will not lose consciousness for a2 moment. The trans-
ition takes place *“in the twinkling of an eye.” Read the
New Testament in the light of this exposition, and see what a
new meaning invests its pages.

It is, moreover, this death of * the old man,” and *resur-
rection to newness of life,”” which ¢ frees from sin,” and ush-
ers into that “ world” or condition where all are ¢« children of
God, being children of the resurrection,” and * equal unto the
angels.” And, we conceive, in po other way can ¢ the king.
dom of heaven” or harmony be reached but by this process,
either in the physical or the succeeding stage of existence. It
is not mere deliverance from the fleshly dody, which delivers
from the fleshly mind, and ushers iuto a higher spiritual con-
dition. There must also be an overcoming and an extermina-
tion of the selfish nature, which is of the earth earthy, and an
awakening of & higher life, ere the spirit is freed from the
earthly condition, and capable of entenng a loftier state. If
this is not accomplished here, it must be hereafter, else
«heaven” is never attained. And none need to wait for the
dissolution of the external body before they enter **heaven.”
‘The kingdom of heaven is within us, and by seeking we all
may find it. A. E. N,

Tue « Storrep GLOVE” StoRY.— Readers of the Boston
Courier will recollect how extensively a * stuffed glove,” said

"to have been employed by Mr. Hume in counterfeiting spirit-

manifestations at Florence, Italy, was made to figure in Prof.
Felton’s late foray against Spiritualism. Our European cor-
respondént, in another column, effectually shows up the ficti-
tious character of this story. Our correspondent is well
known in this country, and to some of the veracious Grecian’s
fellow-professors at Cambridge, as a gentleman of intelligence
and probity ; and, as will be seen, his statements have the en-
dorsement of Mr. Powers, the alleged detector, bimself.

‘We are now prepared to answer the Professor’s inquiry as
to what we think of that «stuffed glove” exposure. Xrom
present advices, it appears to be substantially a slanderous
fiction, which does no credit to either the candor or the truth-
fulness of its author. A.E. N,

A MORNING MEDITATION.

It is morning! The sun shines gloriously over mountain,
plain, and river. Nature calls me with many voices to worship
in her Temple. The willing spirit answers, and.I go forth into
the great Fane that is consecrated by the Divine presence. No
sexton stands at the open portals to point me to the lowest
place; and accordingly I will go up and stand on the pinpacle.
The chime of the waters, as they gush  from the sides of the
hill, is like the music of silver bells, as from some lofty spire
the notes descend through the still air, to track the silent halls
of sense.
ute, and works without interruption. She is weaving.virgip
robes for the renovated earth to wear. The village, reposing
beneath at the foot of the hill, looks like a silent worshipper on
bended knee, before the high altar whereon we will offer the
the incense of our grateful joy.

Spring is here ! ' feel her balmy breath on this brow, and
her pulses in these veins. Nature’s great heart beats uuder
my feet and over my head. Electric currents run through
every nerve of her mighty frame, and every fibre moves,
They play over the delicate pinions of the swallow, and he cuts
the air with arrow-like swiftness ; they dance in the throat of
the robin and the blue-bird, and then come to me in music on
every breath of the Morning. The currents of the all-pervading
Life flow into every form of the natural world, and therefore all
forms partake of the Divine energy. They are beautiful, be-
cause in and through them we perceive the life and light of
the Omnipresent One. These green aisles, O Nature! are
hallowed by the foqtsteps of Deity. God is mERE, and the
quick soul feels his presence in the midst of his Temple. The
great dome is radiant with his light, and these emerald halls
were fashioned and garnished by his hand. He touches the
majestic mountains and they are arrayed in soft robes of
living beauty. He smiles on the valleys, and they blossom
and offer grateful incense. Surrounded by all this beauty and
harmony I look, and listen, and am silent—speechless with ad-
miration, and with the fullness of joy that finds no earthly ex-
pression.

Let me muse awhile by this grove of young pines. This is
conscerated ground. The forms ot the departed repose be-
neath these shades. Here and there, through the evergreen
boughs, the white stones are visible-—pale emblems by which
affection marks the places where its treasures lie buried. Ah,
how many have a vague and terrible apprehension that their
friends thus sleep in the realms of dark forgetfulness, and how
few realize that the departed, even now, possess the boon of
conscious and happy existence! These pines;wave witha
graceful and reverent emotion, as the @rial currents from the
adjacent hills flow through the numberless branches. Nature’s
airy balls are filled with weird strains of sweet and solemn
music. By that white slab kneels a pale mourner ; with her
tears she moistens the grave of her buried hopes, while her
subdued moan blends with the low cadence of the murmuring
woods. But my spirit rejoices even here and now; for I know
that all that is vital in man still lives, and wust live forever.
All life, as it is presented for human contemplation, is the
Divine presence made visible in outward forms. The great
Spirit is the primal source of life; God is self-existent and
eternal ; therefore all life is of necessity immortal. This doe-
trine is taught here, above these graves. Ivery tree that
spreads its branches over the earth; every leaf that unfolds
itsclf to the sunshine; every flower that exhales its perfume on
the air, and every spire of grass that points towards the Heav-
ens, is an eloquent and instructive minister, ordained of God
to preach the Resurrection and the Life! S. B. B.

-

SPIRITUALISM AND DENTISTRY.
A reference to this subject, in another column reminds us of
an anecdote told us some time since on good authority.

P -

In one of the rural districts, not many miles from Boston,
a lady who was a trance-medium had occasion to apply to a
dentist for the extraction of an offending tooth. She wasa
stranger to the dentist, who was equally unacquainted with
the common phenomena of entrancement by spirite. As she
took her seat in the chair, she was quietly thrown into an en-
tirely unconscious state, though without any suspicion of the
fact on the part of the operator. He proceeded to apply his
forceps, removed the tooth without the slightest manifestation
of pain, and turned away a moment to deposit the instrument
in its proper place. On turning back to his patient, he was
startled to sce that she still lay in the chair, with jaws dis
tended, and without moving & muscle. e sprang towards
ber in alarm, exclaiming, “ My God! have I killed the wo-
man 77

A person who knew the patient and anticipated something
of the kind, and who had been watching the operation through
the partly open door of another apartment, here stepped in
‘and assured the alarmed dental extractor that all was right,—
that his patient was a ¢ medium” and only in a trance,—and
succeeded in quieting his fears. The lady gradually regained
her consciousness, to find her mouth freed from the tormenting
member, with no suffering on her part; while the dentist
learned a new and valuable lesson in the practice of his pro-
fession. A, E. N,

Spiritualism in Great Britain.
From a private letter from an esteemed friend in Edinburgb,
we take the liberty to extract the following paragraphs:

¢¢ Spiritualism in this country has lately sustained a great loss by
the death of Professor Gregory, whose hesitation as to giving his adhe-
sion to the spiritual theory arose not from the conmstitution of his
mind, which inclined bim strongly to belief in intercourse with disem-
bodied beings, but from those habits of scientific investigation which
caused him to desire more rigorous demonstration of its truth than the
facts supporting it had, he conceived, altogether supplied. It may give
you pleasure to hear that when I showed him your answer to his letter,
he said it was very good, the best_Le had yet seen to his objections.
Owing to the long illness which preceded his death, the circle which
privately met at his house was broken up, and nothing in the way of
Spiritualism took place here during the winter.

¢ But I hear on the best authority that in London there is a consid-
erable spread in & quiet way of the doctrine. Among the mediums,
there are the wife of a distinguishcd member of Parliament, and the
wife of an officer high in command in India, himself a medium. But
the most powerful of them all is & young lady whom I hope before long
will be a guest in the family of From what I hear of her,
she can be second to your countryman (or, rather, I belicve, mine),
Mr. Hume alone.”’

Toe AGe IN GREAT Briraix.—For the information of the
friends of the SeiriTuan AGE on the other side of the Atlan-
tic, we would state that the terms of this paper to subscribers
in Great Britain, (including postage, which is required to be pre-
paid here) are threc dollars, equivalent to twelve shillings of
British currency, per year. Remittances may be made di-
rectly to this office, by wail, in gold, or through Messrs. Bal-
liere, booksellers, London. A sovereign, which may be en
closed in a letter, will pay for one year and eight months,

It is the Sabbath! yet all Nature violates the stat-

"nith; but certain it is, this day and generation will see it fairly

~and one that endures forever.

NEW PUBLICATIONS.
TaE IpeAL oF WoMANEOOD; or, Words to the Women of Ameriza.
Lizzie R. Torrey. DBoston: Wentworth, Hewes & Co., 1858.
One of the most significant sigms of the times is the fact
that the subject of woman’s place-in the grand economy of the
universe is every day exciting attention and discussion. A
new idea seems to have been projected from the apiritual
spheres, and is quietly percolating tbrough every -fibre and
pore of society,—that idea is Woman. It is activély strug-
gling for outward intellectual expression and recognition. How
pany ages it has been coursing its way from the Infinite Mind,
no mortal can tell; but thousands have in this latter day had
gleams of it. The most ordinary thinker will acknowledge
that in the past woman has neither understood herself nor
been -understood equally with man; and looking further he.
will hot fail to see that.a light is beaming in the heavens, des-
tined to dispel the darkness which has thus far clouded her
path. It may take centuries for this iew orb to reach its ze-
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above the hdrizon. Owls and bats will flout at it, but true
souls will welcome it as the lark hails the glad morning,

One scintillation from this star in the east is the book before
us. It is written by a woman, and bears, from beginning to
end, the stamp of a feminine mind; but it is a mind freed
from conventional bondage and daring to think for itself.
Her «Ideal of Womanhood” is not the sentimental one in
vogue among novelists and dreamers; it is a sound, sepsible
creation, delicately tinctured with dignity and beauty, and
transfused with a beautiful spirituality. She gives a brief
and comprehensive glance at woman in history, and tracing
her progress onward, reviews her position in the present, as it
is and as it should be.

As for the style of the work, it is chaste, simple and ear-
nest. There is no attempt to dazzle the reader with rhetorical
display. The author’s chief aim seems to have been to ex-
press her ideas in a clear and straight-forward manner, and
this she has done without losing that sparkle and animation
which give the true zest. In sentiment it is_progressive and
reformatory, avoiding at the same time all extremes of radi-
calism. It is therefore just the thing to awaken thought with-
out exciting prejudice. It cannot be too widely circulated.
The following passages are samples of the manner and matter
of the work: -

It is man’s glory to do great things—it is woman’s to fnspire them.

Let us not forget that our sphere of labor is in the heart, amofy the
affections, for here is the great power which moves the world. Itis
not intellect or mind, but heart which controls the destinies of men. -

The true life of woman is one of Love, and her moral history scarce-
ly comruences, till love enlightens the mystery of her being. It is plain
that we live, and are bappy only in proportion to our love. The heart
is the foundation and corner stone of human nature. The world is
moved through affection more than through intellect. ¢¢ All our rea-
soning,’’ snys Pascal, ¢ consists in yielding to sentiment.’> The soul
is superior to the reason. The heart is greater than the head. It
never deceives, and its invariable and irresistible tendency is towards
the good.

The conjugial relatlon is the law of Ged. We are so created, that
we cannot expect to find perfection in isolation and in solitude. As
sex belongs to the soul as well as ti® body, wedlock is a union of souls,
Souls sepavated here, thatis, those des-
tmed for each other, will finally be dmwn together by a mysteriouns
sympathy, and advance hand in hand through the circles of eternity
towards the Throne of Love.

The love, which must form the basis of a happy marriage, must be
a2 union of all the affections of the heart. It must be inspired, torevert
to the illustration of Plato,—by both Venus Urania, and Venus Pan
demos; that is, it must be moral, spiritual and physical. If either of
these is wanting, it is not true conjugisl love, and cannot produce hap-
piness. Spiritual love may exist without moral, and physical without
either of them, and when this is the case, there must slways Pe discord
in the hearts which have been married, according to the usages of soci-
ety, but not according to the order of Nature and of God.

The religious philosophy of the volume is, as we are pleased
to see, a rational Spiritualism. We had jotended making
some extracts from this department of the work, but space
does not adroit.

The former emanation from Miss Torrey’s pen—her ¢ Reply
to Rev. Dr. Lunt”—created quite a sensation, and we trust

the present production will be as well received.

Lerrers or MapAME GuyoN. Being selections of her religious thoughts
and experiences, trapslated and re-arranged from her private cor-
respondence. Bx P. L. Uguam. Boston: Henry Hoyt, 9 Cornhill.
Madame Guyon was a remarkable woman. Born and nur-

tured in the Roman Church, in the 17th century, she experi-

enced a wonderful expansion and enlightenment of soul which
elevated her above the superstitions and formalism with which
she was surrounded, into a sphere of spiritual life, perception
and epjoyment attained by few: in any communion. Ia conse-
quence, she was subjected to great persecutions, long impris-
onments, and numberless outward abnoyances, from the eccles-
iastical authorities who assumed the right to dominate over
her faith and inner life. In the course of her experience, she
discovered that sensible communion with the spirit-world was
possible, and long enjoyed it as an-inestimable privilege. She
was, in fact, a * medium,” writing volumes under impression
and inspiration from the gpiritual world. She also became
conscious of the power of healing diseases to a rémarkable de-

gree, and of « casting out devils.” .
The volume before us, however containg little hint of tbls

phase of her spiritual experience. It consists mostly of such
sclections from her correspondence as are accordant -with and
acceptable to the ordinary formulas of religious teaching in
our modern churches—though for the most part far heyond
ordinary attainments in the religious life. It may, neverthe-
less, be read and pondered with great profit by those who are
yearning for a higher and deeper spirituality. These selec-
tions constitute a small volume of 160 pages, and the-work is
very elegantly got up.

Tae Arraxtic MoxTBLY for July is a decided improvement
on its predecessor, in adaptationto the popular mind. It is
filled to the brim with instruction and entertainment; yet we
venture to suggest that it will bear popularizing to a much
further extent, to make it—what its publishers. design, and what
we heartxly bope to see it—tke ** Magazine for the People.”

At THE CoNVENTION.~y-A. E. Newton, Editor of this paper,
intends to be present and share in the exercises at the Rutland
Convention. His Associates find their duties so pressing that
they will not be able to attend. S.T. Munson, our New York
agent, will be there, and will take pleasure in waiting on any
friends who wish to be supplied with the AGE or any other of
the reform publications. A report of the proceedings at the
Convention may be looked for in forthcoming issues.

Esia HarDINGE AT Barrisore.—Miss Hardinge has awa-
kened quite a furor among the Baltimoreans by her recent
lectures. Notwithstanding the excessive heat of the weather,
crowds have flocked to hear her nightly, for a series of con-
secutive evenings. The clergy come out and question her

closely, and the people say, are all becoming converted.

Enropean Correspondence.

Hume and Hiram Powers.
Fromexce (Italy), May 18, 1850,

A. E. Nxwron—Dear S8ir:—A few days ago, a friend handed me =
slip -of the Boston Courier of 11th of November last, containing aw

‘article in relation to Mr. Mansfield, who appears to be suspended by a

‘coiled hair; should.it break, I hope he will not fall among those who
deem him ‘almost proved a kmave for being unwilling to attempt to
prove his powers in a mode imvolving hlghlrpmhoble impossibilities.
He proposes to.do certain.things in a certam way. The assamption
‘that he oan do them as well in sach other manner as may be proposed,
is a8 xl!ogm;lns the deduction- ffrom his- refum.l is nnJust&nd dishon-
grable. =~ - ..

Pgo!bﬁvr«}'elton’s !extor in the article here alladed to, appears to be
entirely oandid. in its gpmt. It'he thus persevers in his inquiries,
there cair’: ‘be no-doubt bre will" qoon atrive st the merits ‘of the main
question; gt least. - Thoee: -who'gxpéot to catch it in traps must be con-
tent until.they know better. -Maral . truth eanhot be tiken by strata-
gem; but those who have no cogfidence in t.hexmltunnny of others may
not 8o clearly see this. A habit of doubting others must tead to ehako
even our own best and most inward convictiops.. . |

The Courier asks, somewhat triumphantly, perhaps, ‘“ What does
the Spiritualist think of Mr. Hume’s spiritual hand, which was caught
by Powers, the sculptor, and proved to be a stuffed glove?”” Having
seen nothing Tarther of this discuesion, I -am left to sappose it quite
possible that whatever the Spiritualist may bave said, it may not be
uninteresting to all parties concerned to know that Afr. Powers him-
gelf eays he never did.catch a stuffed glove as above stated, though on
one ‘occasion he thought one was used. Iam inclined to believe, how-
ever, that Mr. P. will quite change his opinion on this latter point
when he shall have had fuller opportunity of becoming familiar with
the philosophy of spiritual manifestations.

Than this suggestion, & better answer will be found in further words
of Mr. Powers in relation to the subject. He states to me that he has
.seen no other medinm than Mr. Home, and him, on. many oocasions, at
his (Mr. P.’s) house; yet he is so fully convinced of the Sact of these
manifestations through Mr. Hume, and that at lesst some of them are
not the result of collusion, that nothing could disprove the facts to his
mind. So here is what Mr. Powers knoics in regard to Mr. Hume,
and unqualified, 8o far as the main question is concerned, by what he
thinks.

I do not know if the Courier intended to claim the experience of
Mr. Powers a8 being- 5o entirely on its side of this question that its
readers should infer his complete explosion of the so-called ** spiritual
illusion,’” and ranked himself among its opponents; but there is cer-
tainly some reason for supposing so.

That the evidence on which Mr. Powers bases his unwavering con-
viction in relation to these manifestations may appear more fully, I wil
Jjust add his declaration, that *‘on several occasions he witnessed most
surprising phenomena, in which, according to the best of his judg-
ment, Mr. Hume could have had no personal influence; they were be-
yond his (Mr. H.’s) reach, and he had no coadjutor.””

.There is now such ample testimony of the reality of spiritual phe-
nomens, at least of the demonstrations attributed to them, that the
kind of ipcredulity manifested by many of its opponcnts seema to
be really more extraordinary than the phenomena they eo violently
resist. It is wery clear that in the minds of many men, good
and sensible ones, too, there is an alloy of arrogance and stapidity that
blinds them entirely to not only the force of testimony, but also to the
decency of receiving with proper respect the sssertions of others in re-
gard to facts they so sincerely suppose themselves at least to have wit-
nessed. That such as have not done so should take upon themselves
the idea that their own avowed ignorance éh"onld be entitled to greater
consideration than the knowledge of more successful investigators, cer-
tainly savors of the extraordinary. " That men should consider their
own ignorance the necessary limit of knowledge in others, seems very
incredible. Thousands of persons who fully believe that the sun stopped
in his course at the bidding of Joshua,—tbat a whale swallowed Jo-
nah,—that Balaam’s ass spoke,—that the stone was rolled from
Christ’s sepulchre by power of spirits, and prisoners were set free by
the same, are yet preposterous enough to declare they would not be.
lieve these modern manifestations if they were to sce them -with their
own eyes—as if they could not perceive how steeped they must be in
the very depravity of unreasonableness if they expect others should
give more heed to what they say, than themselves do to what they see.
Lunatic asylums are provided only for those who have become so unfor-
tunate as to be no longer able to appreciate the testimony of their own
senses. J. . BH.

P. 8.—The nbove has been shown to Mr. Powers, and it acoords with
his statements, and nearly in his own words. n

Home Correspondenee,

Letter from Miss Doten.

To tHE EDITORS OF THE SPIRITUAL AGE :—Gentlemen,—Allow me to
thank you for your words of kindly courtesy, relating to myself, in your
paper of the 12th,  Although I have endeavored t6 school myself to
care a3 little as possible for public or private judgment, in the making
up of my opinions, yet it is ever a pleasure to know that I bave the
good-will of liberal and discerning minds, and that if, at any -time, 1
should be conscientiously obliged to make an entire change in my opin~
ions, I could do so without fearing unqualified censure. At present,
however, I am under no such painful necessity; for if a free and fall
subscription to the ¢ three articles of faith™ contained in A. J. Davis®
‘¢ Penetralia’—page 210th——copstitutes ‘¢ a Spiritualist,”” then I am
still a firm beljever.

It is not pleasant to have one’s name passed from paper to paper,
and mouth to mouth, coupled with an unfair and one-sided statement.
Had it been concerning n mere matter of individual taste or judgwment,
it might have passed unnoticed. But when it mvolved an important
point of belief, which was of vital interest to 50 many trathfal] and
earnest inquirers, it wonld not do to remain silent, though the over
whelming contempt and ridicule of all opposing power should be a ver-
tain result. I trust thereis virtue enough left yet in the old Pilgrim
blood which corces to me. through the maternal line, to make me ad-
here firmly to what I believe is right, and to resist all emcroschments
upon my religious liberty. ¢ Never strike sail to a fear, O friend"’
gays o philosopher who has looked the world calmly in the face—
¢ Come into port greatly, or sail with God the seas’>—and this should
be the rule of every oue who loves Truth for its own sake, and seeks it
in its highest and best estate. Every one is obliged to make countless
mistakes in his way through life, but *¢ it is not so much the finding of
Truth, as the honest ‘search for it, that profits.”® Let him who has
never taken a false step, be the first to find fault.

As far as the rise and progress of Spiritualism in its present form
is concerned, there seems to be deep significance in the very fact, that
any new phase of rcligious faith should spring up in this enlightened
age, and in o few short years, spread so rapidly, and in such compara-
tive silence, from city to city, throngh populous towns and villages, even
to the most remote hamlets. In its onward course it has gathered to~
gether men, women and children, of all ranks and degrees-—calling the
minister from his pulpit, the judge from his bench, and the professor
from his chair; and, uniting them all under its broad banner of spir-
itual liberty and light, leads them on to the very gates of the Eternal
city. Ye who can ¢* discern the face of the sky,”’ what means this
‘“ sign of the times?’> The superficial philosopher pronounces it at
once ‘‘a great delusion;’ but the truly wise man looks on in silence,
and waits for theslow but sure revealments of time to aid his judg~
ment. He knows that the good God does not.deal idly with the chil-
dren of men, and out of every.great phenomcnon in the intellectnal
and moral, a8 well as the natural world, a profound and harmonious
law will be developed. If

* Every pebddle in the well of Truth,
Hath its pecaliar meaning,”
surely there-is deep significance in this.

There is an account given—and I cannot exactly tell where—of a cer-
tain astronomer, who, in his observation of the heavenly bodies, was
surprised to find one that was seemingly irregular and erratic in its
meyements, and conformed to no known laws. Instead of falling into
a passion and declaring the disorderly planet to be a ** humbug and &
delusion,’’ he set himself industriously to work to discover the cause of
this seeming inconsistency. At length he determined, that although
undiscernible by the telescope, yet beyond this wayward planet Iay
another world of light, which influenced the motions of its sister
sphere; and that, in the course of time, the light of that invisible orb
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