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SUMMARYING.

The erectile power of those exterior church-formations de-
nominated Protestantism and Romanism, is waning. A spas-
mic change, a vermicular movement, occasionally starts our at-
tention, not to its power, but to its prone posture.,

: Tts ¢ revivals” are but fleeting manifestations of impulse,
not of vigor. o~

These particular forms of religion have until now” been the
altars of our faiths; they are the make-shifts,-the stepping-
stones; and even as such soon to be submerged in the widen-
ing waters of life, to be superceded by bridges finely "con-

- structed. '

In them we no longer discover any solidity or fixed shape,
or firm and certaih meaning, C '

If Churchism holds its peace under our rebuffs of its pre-
tensions, it is because it is too conscious of the flimsiness of its
fabric; but we cannot thus permrit it to evade criticism of the

~

closest sort.

’

NAVIGATION.

While men were scientific in Geometry, they were romanc-
ers as to the stars; and now that they have won its truths
from the physical system, and can sail anywhere within the

sphere of the compass, by the light of scicnce, they still trust
to the past {ur navigaung tne snip or date.

. THE CONFLICT.

Truth is generally brought uppermost by conflict between
those who ask too much and those who grant too little,—be-
tween the dogmatists and empirics on the ope side, and the
skeptics and critics on the other. -

Men must begin dogmatists ; but if they end in being such,
they must be expelled from the domain of authority.

It is suicidal for those who aim to demonstrate truths, to
permit themselves to be silenced by the taunts and vocifera-
tions of dogmatists. -

DOGMATISY.

Some men see truths more or less clearly as dogmatists, but

tory, and of Christian « revelation” itself, forbids us to regard
the Christian Gospel as.an jezclusive and wuniquely perfect
scheme for the purpose of salvation.

We cannot limit the universal final purposes of God in his-
tory by narrowing them to Christians, nor to any other por-
tion of mankind. For the Divine Energy cannot indeed have
been absent from any part of the universe in” any stage of its
development. And it would seem as though he must be the
source alike of all religions. And no one who looks at these,
stretching from east to west, through s0 many cycies of humun
ages, can avold sceing in them a jfitzess which shows a common
origin. i

THE MODE OF ‘‘HEALING DY IU:NDS,” ETC.

Healing, though essentially scientific, is not purely so. Itis
that to the extent that material atoms are infused into the hu-
man organism—J[this is essentially the central and impregna-
ble idea of Homceopathy]—but beyond this it is Art.

Healing (or Renovation) by hands does not tauke place in
virtue of the entrance into the human system of any addition-
al matter {molecular or indivisible,) transmitted by the opera-
tion.

It is simply a caused change in the intimate motion (cither
translato’ry or vorticle) common to the tissuesoperated on. In
so far as the new motions become paramount in the immediate
physical processes, the health-status of the subject is changed.
Thus electricity is nothing else than a change in the motion of
matter—a transit of force, and not a fluid. [We know so lit-
tle, if anything, of the central principle here presented,—

namelv. ¥oRcE-ation. axeent whon avéamicmaénd emacé aangihle
that 1 must ke content with enouncing this as a hypothesis we |

may be able to test some day, may not.] The peace which
passeth all understanding” is not a devotional state of the
emotions, but perfect health, i.e., harmony of the personal
functions. " .
THE SACRED FUNCTION.

Tt is the ulterior aim of those who seek the truth, i. c., real
knowledge, to put off all concealments, to labor sedulously and
cheerfully at their work, and to invite and stimulate all, with-
out distinction of persons, to unite in the accomplishment of
the work at every point.

Thus candidly and earnestly studied, that great theme
Theism, would consist of a philosophical history of the scheme

will not see them, and will strive to prevent others from seeing
them, in apy other way. Many of these—they are most tobe
guarded against—seek, without shocking the reason, to direct
the affections in a mystic faith, which may bring with it and
insinuate those beliefs, from which, when apprehended directly,
the reason recoils. They are simply panderers for their silly
myths and dogmas. Their sole interests are in those—not in
an exalted humanity.

'

THE DIF§CULTY OF PREJUDICE WITH IGNORANCE.

1t is not possible—or, if possible, not easy—to make the
ignorant understand their ignorance ; for, obviously, it requires
knowledge to perceive it. In the presence of ignorance, with.
5 prejudice, the soundest knowledge is comparatively helpless.
N, THEOLOGY —DESCRIPTIVE STATEMENTS.

The moral and religious are identical, so far as to their
gource.- Goodness and uprightness are one.

The gpiritual is no intrusion, but phenomenal to the nature
of man; and the religious should find its completest exterio-
ration in the executive powers of humanity embodied socially.

CLERICAL TAMPERING. ’

The tampering of the frequently wholly unenlightened and
unintelligent, but merely rote-learned adherents of dogmatic
churchism, whether * clerical” or “lay,” with the people at
large, not only vitiates the truth of fact, but hopelessiy per-
verts the sensibility to truth, at the best not very strong, in
the uneducated mind. With these tamperers their natural
faculty of vision has been long displaced by a representation
of things as seen by the « Church.”  Let not  the blind lead
the blind.”

PHASES OF RELIGION.

It is & theory of the Church—or at least one of the theo-
ries of the accumulation of miscellany she terms her doctrines—
that the sufficing qualification for all spiritual benefits was
mere belief, Hence a disposition to believe was pious, and
unbelief the * unpardonable sin,”—a sin much more monstrous
than any recognized by the Decalogue. :

The specially divine pretensions of Jesus to be personally
accepted as the alter-ego of the Infinite Deity, or rather this
claim, urged by its devotees that he was the incarnature of ab.
solute, divine, pure goodness, can never again be so crushingly
and imperiously rebuked, as in his own agonistic testimony—
“My God! My God! why hast thou forsaken me 7”

The rightful aerchitectoric power to erect a vital church,
commensurate to the varying and increasing demands of our
devotignul (religious) nature, must be elicited from within the
human soul. ) : .

- The Christian Gospel itself was a gush of spiritual waters
flooding the waste soil of Hebraism and Judaism. It was an
effusion, not a conclusion. TFor a philosophical study of his-

of that human thought, “ God,” and its argument would con-
sist in unfolding a glimpse of the truth, whether its grand cen-
“tre was purely a thought or conception introduced into human
history from the human mind itself, baving no analogy with
things themselves out of it, or a varying symptom of (as pro-
posed by the Theist) a Person over and above, and indepen-
dent of the thought under scrutiny. In other words, whether
the Theist’s proposition, (God exists,) és, only, as we are con-
scious of ‘it, i. €., in the thought, or whether the thought exists
because the Person exists, as proposed by the Theist.
' Erocm.

For the Spiritual Age.
THE RELIGIOUS REVIVAL.
Mr. Eprtor :—1 beg to offer some views in explanation of
the present extended revival of religion, believing 1t to be es-
sentially a new and instructive phase of Spiritualism.
The reason why this age is being so specially marked by

spirit manifestations I understand to be mainly because the
advanced condition of the human mind renders it capable of
receiving such without subjecting the mediums employed to
the persecutions of a prevalent bigoted religious superstition.
We are told, in varied communications from the spirit-spheres,
that philosophical minds, such as Franklin, after much careful
study of Nature’s laws, discovered a mode of producing sounds
and movements of tables, &c., whereby they could open an in-
telligible communication with Earth’s children ; and that thus
originated the now generally prevalent spirit-manifestations,
&c. But allow me to suggest as probable, that these philo-
sophical minds were themselves impressed by higher spheres
how these sounds, &9., could be made; alnd that directing
« supernal” spirits do really govern the existing polity, and
are themselves the judges who have seen the attaimed capacity
of the human mind at this day to receive revelations, and
hence have instigated the commencement of this era of inspi-
|| ration.

It seems to me that a prominent feature of Spiritualism is,
that at the first the trance (public) mediums were generally in-
fluenced by spirits who evinced strong prejudices against the
past and present sectarianism, founded on man’s interpretation
of the Bible; and I have at times, when listening to them,
thought they found pleasure in wandering from their subject to
express anathemas against the Book. They have sometimes
reminded one of John Randolph’s declaration, that he would
go a mile to kick a sheep, that he might thus show his hatred
to a Tariff! These partisan spirits were followed by a class
less enslaved with bitter bigotries,'who in moderation reviewed
existing religious opinions, evidently from the purely intellec-
tual stand-point, criticising intelligently the dogma of « plen-
ary inspiration,” but respecting the beautiful historical truths
to be found in the Book. We are now beginning to have a
class of spirit-minds who recognize the subordination of Wis-

dom to the Love Xlement, and who distinctly affirm that mere

intellectual unfoldment, however great, is as sounding brass in
its effect on the condition of the departing spirit, if there is
not connected with it a corresponding unfoldment or harmony
of the Love-naturg of the Soul. Thus we are beginning to
have among us many opposing teachers, ¢ many false Christs,”
and in this are admonished  to try the spirits and see if they
be of God,” who is both Love and Truth.

_ Now, we Spiritualists belicve we take with us to the spirit-
ual state our entire intellectual, moral and spiritual character;
hence we suppose the bigoted sectarians of kindred dogmas are
associated in the spirit-life. Hence we may infer that they
would never dream of the possibility of passing over the great
gulf which separated them from Earth-life, to hold communi-
cation with us, until they in time should learn from the skepti-
cal scientic circles of spirit-spheres the fact that such gulf
could be crossed, though Lazarus could not pass it to help Dives
or his brethren, ~ When they should thus learn this fact by a
personal knowledge that it was being done by others, then they
would so fur overcome their educated prejudices as to seck
zeulously to win their carth-friends to seek religion, and thus
secure their IHeaven. Ience we may expect the aroused and
excited effort of the theologically bigoted spheres of spirit-life
to manifest their influence on the latent but kindred prejudices
prevailing with their earth-friends; and this, it secems to me,
is now being evidenced in the * great revivals” abounding
throughout this country.

It is a peculiar feature of the revivals that the many who

£0, to hear; and most of those who labor to fe teagchmarethectuhs

. For the Spiritual Age.
ANGEL WHISPERINGS.
Mother, I am with you now;
Angelic breathings fan your brow,.
And sweet and heavenly incense shed
Like holy oil about your head.
Oft in the lonely hours of night.
My angel-presence, ever bright,
Protects your slumbering form from harm,
Encircled by an angel’s arm,
And to your dreaming senses brings
Bright glimpses of an angel’s wings;
And then to heaven those wings will bear
Your words of wlrispered, dreaming prayer.
And when, from dreamy sleep you start
To clasp me to your loving heart,
. Ah! then I’ll soothe the dull, deep pain
That sinks into your soul again.
Aud when, in agony of prayer,
You seek for grace your grief to bear,
I'll tune that prayer to angel lays,—
Embalm it with an angel’s praise.
And, mother, from the heavenly bowers
1’1l cull a wreath of fadeless owers;
And with the buds of Ilope so bright,
The blossom Truthwill shed its light,
And Peace, with healing on its wing,
That tear-gemmed wreath to thee will bring,
And, watered with a mother’s tears, .
It will not fude through coming years.
And when thy few short days are o’cr,
And thou shalt reach this blissful shore,
Then, dear mother, we shall meet,

guidance. Their great desire and cffort is to « find salvation,”
and they seck to attain this by faith rather than by the teach-
ings of reason. It was so with “the saints” whom they knew
on earth, and who ate now laboring to win them from the

“world and the Devil, and we may not rightfully condemn this,

for they may be doing all they at present can to find the path
of both duty and safety.
very much to learn. Let us judge ourselves, and leave our
brothers to stand to their and our master, who governs by law,
and whose judgment will be right. .

If a century since the existing theology of Boston would
have persecuted to death any mediums through whom should
have becn then given manifestations like those of this day, it
follows that through law ~the public mind at this day holds
different kindred relations with the spirit-spheres. If such
chgnge has occurred in the past century, we may infer a simi-
lar change will occur in the coming time. Thus the nature
and-character of spirit-manifestations may in our time undergo
a material change, involving important consequences in our
social and political relations, of which the present revival in
religion is an instructive prophesy.

I suppose many of the communications purporting to be
from Washington, Franklin, Howard, &c., are spurious; for I
can-accept the metaphorical teaching, ¢ there will be many
false Christs;” but when the public mind becomes so cn-
grossed with a higher religious feeling as to be led persistently
to cry, « Lord, Lord, open unto me,” I have faith that men
will be impelled to act intellectually as well as religiously, and
thus humanity become a powerful aid to the supernal spheres
in inducing reformation in the circles of theological bigotries
now actively operating on their friends of earthly Progress is
the law, but it does not travel with that lichtning speed we

We all have our infirmities, and

are apt to imagine, particularly if our zeal is great. If this
is kept in mind, it may aid us to better comprehend the chang-
ing phases of spirit-manifestations, and guide our zeal in safer

channels. PHILADELPHIA.

THE SHIFTING HUES OF LIFE.

Life has, for an observer, such a quick suceession of inter-
esting and amusing adventure, that it is almost inconceivable
he should ever feel dull or weary of it.
bles another. Every hour, ever minute, opens new stores to
our experience, and new excitement to our curiosity., We are
always on the eve of the morrow of some surprising event.
Like the moth, we are forever flying toward a star,—but with
this difference, that we attain it; and, if sometimes we find
that the halo which we fancied a glory is but some decciving
mist, at least, we have learned a lesson. If we look upo-n life
nierely as humble students, we shall not feel any great bitter-
ness at such disappointments. .

It is only when we hug our ignorance to our hearts, that we
are, and deserve to be, miserable; when we crubrace the cloud
that we lose the goddess. But, if we open the eyes of the
mind, and determine to be neither wantonly stupid nor inat-
tentive, an enchanted world begins to rise from chaos. The
aspect even of the room in which we sit grows lively with a
thousand unsuspecting curiosities. We discern that the most
ordinary person is invested with some noticeable characteristic.
If we deign to look but for five minutes at any common-place
thing, we become aware of its peculiarities; and there is not a
bird that wings through the air, nor a flower that blossoms in
the garden, nor an insect that crawls in the depths of the earth,

nor a fish that swims in the water, but has its own singular and
delightful story.—Housckold Words.

No one day resem-

And lax wonc wreath af Jegus® feet. s

For the Spmu;afilgxt'd

REASONABLENESS OF SPIRITUALISM.

LETTER FROM CALIFORNIA.
Sax Fraxcisco, April 5, 1858.
Mgessrs. Eprrors :—The writer of this has been a reader of
your valuable paper for some months past, and for years past
has been endeavoring to search faithfully for the truth.

I am aware that it is quite unfashionable, not to say unpop-
ular, to openly avow a belief in what is tauntingly called
«Modern Spiritualism.” The term « Spiritualist” is made
one of reproach. It is made a synonym with weakness, su-
perstition, and éven mental derangement. Modern Christian-
ity repudiates it as a heresy, nowithstanding its Great Foun-
der openly taught and illustrated it in his life on carth.

There is nothing that can approach in importance the great
question of the future and immortal existence of man. Beside
this all’ other concerns sink into comparative insigniticance.
How ? where? in what condition and under what circumstances
does the human soul continue to exist? And can the departed
spirits of our friends manifest themselves to us? and have
they done it? All these are momentous questions. Christians
all admit the Revelation of St. John to be canonical. The
whole of that is nothing more nor less than a history of spir-
itual communion. Ie was privileged to see and hear—just as
Spiritualists now see and hear—in the spirit-land. St. Paul’s
vision and the vision of Peter might also be cited.

I am aware that the assumption is that these men were
inspired, and that with the apostolic age all inspiration ceqsed.
But what is meant-by inspiration, more than that the inspired
is gifted or developed to look into the future, or rather the
spiritual world about them? \Yas Tennant, the plous clergy-
man who lay so long entran‘s:ed and apparently dead, and
finally came back to earth with’ his wondrous story from the
spirit-land, an impostor ? [By the way, why is net this little
book republished among the{Spiritualists’ library 7*]

There are two books, bothi written long before what is called
Modern Spiritualism had taken its hold upon the public mind,
which I bave read with great interest, viz: " « Pneumatology,”
by Stilling, and '* The Night Side of Nature,” by patharine
Crowe. These contain facts, as well authenticated as any of
the facts of history. We have no more right to doubt or dis-
belicve them than we have to doubt the former existence of
Queen Elizabeth, or Cromwell, or Bonaparte. No mind, open
to conviction and free from prejudice, can fail to be satisfied
after a perusal of these books, that spirit-intercourse has zl-
ways existed, in every age, country and clime. The good
Pastor Oberlin was its firm believer; indeed, be knew it to be
true, being favored for a long series of years with visits from
his wife, who had preceded him to the spirit-land.

Are we to reject all human testimony on this subject?
Must we bow in blind submission to the materialism of the
churches, which makes the clayey tenement, the outward husk,
immortal, by teaching its identical resurrection, while at the
same time they practically deny any importance whatever to
the immortal and sentient existence of the soul ?

A friend, upon whose integrity, honor, purity of character
and motive I can place the most implicit confidence,—to whom

* The substance of Mr. Tennant’s spiritual experience has been re--
peatedly published in Spiritualist journals. We have before us a small
volume of his memoirs, published in 1818, but the facts of his extraor-
dinary spiri-tual experience are in it 50 mixed up with the peculiar the-
ological superstitions of his time, that its republication as a whole

seems needless, WWhen we find time, we may give an abstract of its
valuable portions.—[Ep. AGE. :

deception is a stranger, and whom I have never once found
false in a-long and close intimacy of years,—departs from~this
state of existenée. Being extremely desirous of kﬁowing his
present state and the scenes with which he may be surrounded,
this friend appears to me in the same form he wore while on
carth, 1In regard to the appearance I cannot be mistaken. I
see him just as truly as I ever saw him while living. He
converses with me,—assures me, maybe, of his well-being, and
f:ommunicates some particulars of the scenes surrounding him
in the spirit-land. Now why should I not believe these com-
munications? Never having doubted his word, why should it
now be doubted? It isin vain to deny the premises. The
sceing and conversing are just as much real as any seeing or
conversing can be.

Again, T have lost a child. She comes back to me, maybe,
through table-tippings or other material signs. The tests are
such as leave no doubt of identity. She gives me some
glimpses of her happy state. Why should not the evidence be
received? Professing to be only an inquirer after truth, like
thousands of others, I am not only willing and desirous, but
determined to receive the truth, come from what source it may.
" Hundreds here in Califorpia are beginning to inquire, to exam-
ine, and compare the evidence of immortality as developed in
Spiritualism.

The churches no longer hold the absolute power.
are no longer deemed infallible. The senses and our reason
are being brought to the test. A brighter and a better day is
dawning. Pure Christianity, such as Christ and the Apostles

Priests

ward it will bring—to be pure, charxtag{e anﬁ exempiary gm '

the love of virtue, rather than from the fear of hell.

We as yet have no public teachers of our faith here, but
private evidences of its truth are afforded in the most convinc-
ing manner to the “ circles” who are inquiring.

Yours, Axox.

NO LIMIT TO INVESTIGATION.

But it is conceivable that this INNER Fory of matter, as it
has been termed, may, as well as the external species, be per-
ceptible, so that the specific cause of solidity, fluidity, erystal-
lization, decomposition, color, taste, smell, musical relation,
snd other states, movements, and transitions of mé.tter, may
be as immediately perceptible as are now the ulterior products -
of those states. Thus, besides knowing effects, we should also
know causes; or, to speak more correctly, we should be able
to trace forms and affinities, a stage or twq higher than now
we can. Instead of looking only at the dial-plate of nature,
and of noting the hands and the figures, we should be admitted
to inspect the wheel-work and the springs; and this inner
perception of real forms might well consist with the simulta-
neous perception of external species; just as our dissection of
an animal does not prevent or supersede our discernment of
its form. ’ )

The material universe (and the same, with still more mean-
‘ing, may be said of the intellectual universe) is a vast pro-
found, upon the surface of which we float, and of which, by
dircet consciousness, we know nothing beyond the surface.
Science, with its methods of inference, carries us a little way
beneath the forms and semblances of things, and only a little.
Meantime we cannot suppose the interior to be, from any ab-
stract necessity, incognizable by the humae mind. Our
knowledge of nature is like our acquaintance with the globe
we inhabit, superficial only ; and the operations of the miner,
like those of the natural philosopher, expose to our view a few
fathoms of the depth, but yet leave the abyss unexplored.
Nevertheless it is assuredly possible, abstractedly, that the
very bowels of our planet should be inspected by the human
eye. And so we may assume, concerning the inmost recesses
of the mechanism of the material world, that they might be
known by man. :

We ought aSsuredly to believe that He who has endowed
his rational family with powers fitting them to comprehend the
reason of his works, and with a disposition to admire what
they understand, will not, in the end, hide from them anything
which they might know with safety and advantage; and that
~gradually, as one temporary motive of concealment after an-
other is superseded, the veil will “be drawn aside, so that what
once was inscrutable shall be openly displayed. These pro-
gressive revelations, instead of inflating intellectual vanity,
must tend rather to inspire an ever-growing awe of the inex-
haustible wealth of the INFINITE INTELLIGENCE, inasmuch as
every such new discovery shall be attended with a new and
glimmering perception of things heretofore not imagined to
exist, or so much as whispered of among even the best in-
formed of the elders of immortality.—-Isaac Taylor.

Do not be troubled because you have not great virtues. God
made a million spears of grass where he made one tree. The
earth is fringed and carpeted, not with forests, but with grasses.
Only have enough of little virtues and common fidelities, and

you need not mourn because you are neither a hero.nor a
saint.—Life Thoughts.




\J/

- —__w‘ - -

T H K

sSs PIRITTUAL

A G E.

Y @he Spuitwl Age.
érog?ess is the Gomméln Law of the Hniverse.

A. E. NEWTON, S. B. BRITTAN, Ebitors.
LEWIS B. MONROE, Assistant Eprrom.

Principal Office,—No. 14 Bromfleld Street, (up stairs,) Boston, Mass.
LEWIS B. MONROE, BrsSINES3 AGEXNT.
New York Office,~At Munson’s Bookstore, 5 Great Jones 8t.
8. B. BRITTAN, AGENT.
Store, 45 Lake St.

Chiocago Office,~At Higgins’ Music
- HIGGINS BROTHERS, AGExTS.

SATURDAY, MAY 22, 1858.

WORDS BY THE WAYSIDE.
NorTi BrooKFIELD, Mass., May 7, 1858.

Drar Newrox : In my travels about New England—in the
region where I was born and spent the first sixteen years of
my conscious existence—1I find many proofs of progress, even
in the departments of theological trath and a religious life. The
old piety that looked ficrcely and solemnly as death and his
victims, is being obliterated by the spirit of the Age. The
g’odlifx';ess that was formal, cold and austere,—that frowned on
innocent mirth, as irreverent and wicked, that exorcised the

spirit of gladness at the altar of the household, that made
Jong prayers and *“ spanked the children” at short intervals—
"is pot held in such sacred estimation as formerly. The advice
of Solomon to put the youngsters through *“a course of
sprouts” to make them virtuous, is not followed now as it was .
in our earlier days. A material theology and a sensuouslife
are not now- everywhere regarded as holy on account of their
relations to the catechism and the anxious-seat; nor yet be-
cause they have received John’s baptism in the name of Jesus.
Spiritual and progressive ideas are silently but rapidiy making
their way into almost every neighborhood. Those who are not
too fatally perverted by a false theological training—all who
are not cramped and corrupted by the influence of old super-
stitions, the customs of the past and the fashions of the pres-
ent—are filled with hope and joy at the triumphs of the new

Reformation. '

WORCESTER-—UNION MEETINGS.

4
Since the Rev. Mr. Higginson resigned the charge of the
Free Church, the mewmbers of that body and the Spiritualists
have united in sustaining regular Sabbath meetings in Wash-
burn Hall ; the Trustees of the Free Society and the committee
appointed by the Spiritualists supplying speakers alternately.
This coutse cannot be too highly commended for its liberality
and for the mutual disposition it evinces, to discard sectarian
distinctions and to tolerate opposing opinions, for the sake of
“ THE UNITY OF TUE SPIRIT.” It is only in this way that we
can hope to unite the 'discordant elements of the religious
world and to build up the temple of Humanity in the strength
of truth and * the beauty of holiness.” Then let the old dog-
mas perish, and let those who weep at the tombs of the dead
Past, dry their tears and take a walk in the spiritual paradise.
Let the theological gladiators get up out of the dust of the
old arena where they have so long wrestled with Satan, wash
themselves in the clear river of life and put on the spotless
robes of purity and peace, that they may * have part in the
first resurrection.” The old world is_pas 3 ]

N2 4% ol

3 d
Let the
cruel creeds and vulgar superstitions of the fathers be buried
with their bones, or remain in the museums with other fossil
remains, for the instruction of the antiquarian who sees in
them only stony monuments of the life that has departed.
They belong to the realm of silence and to the ministers of'[
decay. The living have to do with vital things, and we are
called to listen reverently while God and his Angels improvise
the New Creation. '

SPIRITUALISM AND TIE FRIENDS AT WEBSTER.

At Webster we have several earnest men who will neglect
no proper oppportunity to do good by communicating the vital
truths of a living gospel. Among these are H. D. Sanford,
Dr. George Atkins, and Mr. Stockwell by whom the writer was
was kindly entertained. Mr. Sanford I have known since the
days of the Univercelum as a true friend of reform and an
unflinching supporter—in- word and deed—of a progressive,
rational and spiritual theology. Dr. Atkinsis a Trance-speak-
ing Medium whose lecturesin Webster, Putnam and other
places have done much to call attention to the claims of Spirit-
ualism, while his pradtical life has been. such as to command
the:“espect ani esteem’of the most determined opposers, Dr.
Atkins is chiefly employed as a magnetic and spiritual physi-
cian in the country ebout Webster, not unfrequently being
called to visit the sick at the distance of fifteen or twenty
miles in all-directions. When entranced for the purpose of
making a professional examination, he is usually controlled
either by a Dr. Seabury, who during his earth life, practiced
his profession in Boston, or by a German physician who lived
in London and answers to the name of Gavinac. I learn
that in this capacity Dr. A. has been very useful, and in the
writer's presenee many words of commendation were spoken
alike of bis success as a physician, his ability asa trance-
speaker and of his character as a man,

Dr. Atkins is perhaps rather too modest to place a just es-
timate on bis services ; but we trust that those whom he serves
with an unselfish interest and constant fidelity will not allow
him to go unrewarded. When the community requires the
servicgs of a man, in whatever capacity, common justice de-
mands that those who occupy his time and employ his facul-
ties should make such a return for the same as may be amply
sufficient to meet his necessities. When the modern disciples
Wwho have large wealth conclude to put their substance into
& common fund, or a general storehouse, for the equal benefit .
of all (we are not advocating this measure) it may not be
necessary to give special heed to the wants of such persons ;
bat until we have “ all things in common,” this matter must
be attended to, lest the uncomplaining brother be left to perish

under a false and selfish construction of the law of meum et
tuuim.

PUTNAM, CONN.—CURIOUS INCIDENT.

The recent lectures at -Putnam have served to call general
attention to the claims of Spiritualism, and an unusual inter-
est has been awakened. The revival in that place has not.
been confined to the churches, nor has it been altogether a
spasmodic and delirious action of the emotional nature. In
many cases i has been a calm and orderly exercise of reason,
the quickening of the moral sentiments and the illumination of
the spirit. The people seemed determined to assume the re-
sponsibility of thinking and judging for themselves. The
business of furnishing clothing for the mind—all of cue size
and pattern—is likely to suffer, if, indeed, it is not destined to
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be suspended. The heresy of presuming that no man is abso-
Lutely bound to hire a theological costumer to furnish his mental
wardrobe, is beg’inning to prevail among some of the ablest sup-
porters of the old establishment. Of course it is the privilege
of every man to provide his own. There are some large men
in Patpam-—large in more senses than one—and they want
a full pattern. They wore the fashionable small clothes wit.h
theological straps and standing collars until by the law of their
own growth they broke loose—they must have room for further
development. If one attempted to put new cloth into the old
garment, the rent was made worse. At length they are lfza.v-
ing their rags by the wayside and theix: enfranchised sp}rlts
are arrayed in new robes, woven from the elements of light
and beauty. _

At four o’clock in the afternoon of Sunday, May 24, a large
audience assembled to bear the third lecture of the writer's
course. ~The subject was, Natural Evidences of Immortality.
In the ¢ourse of the lecture I had occasion to speak of the
dominion of the human mind over the elements of matter, of
the subordination of all earthly creations and the instinctive
submission of the whole apimal creation to man. Atthis point
in the discourse a large dog that had accompanied some stran-
ger to the hall, and had been occupying a place near his mas-
ter, deliberatcly arose and advanced to the platform. Afe
ter looking steadily at the speaker for a moment, he mounted
the rostrum and stretched himself at my feet as if to illus-
trate the idea of the sudjection of the animal world to man.
The dog kept his place until the lecture was concluded, occa-
sionally whining in a subdued tone, as if responding to the
ideds and sentiments of the lecturer. Many persons observed
the circumstance, and several thought that the animal was
mysteriously influenced, either by the mind of the speaker, or
by some invisible intelligence. .

Able lecturers will find an opportunity to be heard by many
anxious listeners at Putnam, and those who may desire to
visit that place should correspond with Mr. B.Segur or Pres-
cott W. May. Dr. Atkins occppies their hall, on the first
Sunday in cach month. His last visit occurred during the
delivery of the writer’s recent course of lectures, which gave
me an opportunity to listen to two discourses. The subject
was treated with calmness and good sense, and the speaker
commanded the undivided attention of farge audiences to the
close.

A VISIT TO FOXBORO’, MASS.

Through the influence of A. I. Clark, an earnest and self-
sacrificing friend, I.recently visited Foxboro’, which is certain-
ly one of the most beautiful villages in New England. The
place, until quite recently, was almost wholly given to idola-
try” of the old creeds and faiths, denominational dogmatism,
and other lifeless forms of godliness, all of which denied the
living demonstrations of the spirit and the actual power.
These were blindly worshipped on Sunday, but through the
week, Fashion, Public Opinion, Mummon, and the Ministers
Moving fast to music was re-
« The poetry

were chief among the gods.
garded as one of the cardinal sins in Foxboro’.
of motion,” as illustrated in the dance, was too wicked to be
allowed, even in the hall at the public hotel; while intoler-
ance, bigotry, and ostracism from the best society (?) for one’s
honest convictions, were forms of piety which were held in the
highest esteem. Had the Shakers or king David lived in Fox-
boro’, and been disposed to ¢ dance before the Lord,” the par-

transpired when the Deputy Sheriff of Barre appeared in the
place, being instructed by the public authorities to distinguish a
certain gentleman by appropriate official attentions. For some
reason Dr. Lewis did not stop to dissipate the darkness of this
place by allowing hislight to shine as he'bad proposed ; but he
gave the villagers some remarkable physical manifestations, by
way of moving a certain ponderable body—weighing more than
100 pounds—in a most precipitate manner to “ parts unknown.”
The aforesaid body moved in a rapid and irregular fashion
through byways, among stables and other outbuildings, and
at length it disappeared in the direction of the railroad. In
attempting to arrest Spiritualism, Dr. Lewis acted without any
warrant, but it is said that he can be served with one by call-
ing here again, '

My lectures in this place have been numerously attended,
and a lively interest has been awakened in many minds. " The
friends who have been chiefly instrumental in making the ar-

John Hill, and Thomas R. Howe, who are not wanting'in a
zeal that is according to knowledge.

Trusting that the immortal empire may be set up in many
minds and hearts, to the end that the outward life may be a
revelation of divine beauty and use, I remain,

Cordially thine, 8. B. B.
REVIEW OF THE CHRISTIAN FREEMAN.—II.

In his first article on Spiritualism, Bro. Cobb states his be-
lief, founded on * ample and diversified experiments, that mind
can communicate with and impress mind, without the medium
of the voice.” He also believes that there is ¢ a communion
between this and the spirit-world, with religiously cultivated
minds, by meditation and spiritual impression; and that, on
rare occasions, and especially to the dying, and most frequently
to dying children, the spirit-land is opened to the vision, and
angel-friends are manifested to their view, before they quite
leave the mortal shores.”—Yet he goes on to say:

¢ But it does not follow from this, nor from anything else yet devel-
oped, that the partition-walls are or will be broken down, between this
and the spirit-world; faith supplanted in the present life by knowl-
cdge, and the denizens of both worlds turned together in common.?’

But it does follow, if the above admissions be true, that no
« partition-walls” ezist, or ever have existed, between the two
worlds, such as to prevent communication, except those which
have had their foundation in the iguorance, superstition and
non-spirituality of mauokind, If mind can communicate with
mind, without the use of the external organs, under certain
conditions, then, when man comes to understand the laws of
such communication, the whole universe of mind is open to
him under the divinely established conditions. ‘That is, all
minds on the same plane of development, or spirituality, can
and do act and re-act upon each other.
conscious of this action and reaction, or mental inter-conmu-
nication, (or spiritual communion, if you choose,} just in pro-
poition as they become spiritualized, so that their conscious-
ness becomes internal, instead of being wholly external, as it
too generally is.  “The denizens of both worlds” are and al-
ways have been “ turned together in common” in the only

And they become

That is, the division between them is not so much one of space
and locality as of stale or conditior. God, according to the
Christian representation, is everywhere present, and by coming
into the proper state we can see and feel His presence. So,

ties would doubtless have been required to go out of town to
¥ ; . 3 s Y& appearance of a
lively gnat while they swallowed a herd of clumsy camels
without difficulty.

But the people of F. have just erected a new and very
beautiful Townhouse, which the more devout ones fondly hoped
would never be defiled, either by dancing or Spiritualism.
When it was about completed there was a great effort on the
part of the antiquarians to obtain a vote that- no spirit should
speak therein, and that no one should step quick in the new
Hall when any one was playing on a fiddle or other profane
instrument. But ¢ Young America” was awake, and the ¢ vi-
talized electricity” was at work in his legs, so that that the
After
a protracted struggle the old people—whom religion and tke
rheumatism prevented from joining in the dance—gave out,
and the young muscles were left to be exercised according to
the Satanic programme.

The writer delivered three lectures in Foxboro’, and en-
joyed brief interviews with several esteemed friends. Our
friend Clark, though juiet and unassuming, is firm and fear-
less, never concealing his principles from motives of personal
interest. Through his disinterested and manly course, in
which he enjoys the sympathy of Mrs. C., and the co-opera-
tion of several other persons who are becoming enlisted, seve-
ral lectures have been delivered there by Dr. Atkins and other
trance-speakers, and thus the work of liberalizing the public
mind is fairly commenced.

NORTH BROOKFIELD——TAIL OF THE OPPOSITION.

The modern opposition to Spiritualism is a strange beast
that is certainly no more to be admired than some of the ugly
creatures that were revealed to John. At a very early peri-
od I saw this beast and felt his horns; his posterior parts re-

rapid and rhythmical locomotion could not be stopped.

cently appeared at or about Cambridge, and a few days since

.his last extremity disappeared from Brookfield going South.

It was some two or three weeks since that the writer de-
livered two lectures in this village which led to the arrange-
ments for the brief course I am now engaged in deliver-
ing. The former course seemed to have awakened in some
minds {those who did not hear them) a desire to have the sub-
ject exposed. True, the previous exposures were very numer-
ous, but they were not sufficient, and perhaps not precisely
adapted to this particular latitude. - But the devout unbe-
lievers were notrequired to wait Jong for a suitable champion.
Onp the 28th ult.,, Dr. C. B. Lewis advertised to interest and
amuse them by ¢ denouncing Spiritualism and accounting for
the Mysterious Phenomena on philosophical principles.” (The
propriety of denouncing” a subject that rests on a philosoph-
ical basis is doubtless altogether obvious to Dr. Lewis and
his class.) In his bills the Doctor promised to ¢ produce all
the demonstrations which any spiritual medium produces”—
all for fifteen cents. It was a rare opportunity. The whole
penetralia of {he spiritual mystery were to be unveiled in a
single night, and withal for such a democratic price  that no
one could any longer excuse himself for remainisgin igno-
rance. Dr. Lewis had generously come forward to protect
this community against the great delusion. The modern seribes
and pharisees anticipated “a- season of refreshing,” and it is
said that one of their clerical guides expressed his gratification
that there was one man who bad the ability and the bqldness{
to expose the errors and artifices of Spiritualism.

But an unfortunate circumstance deprived the pious people
of North Brookfield of the benefit of the anticipated disclosures.
The hotir appointed for the delivery of the lecture had not

Tmmediate communication With all finite minds who are in cor-
responding states with us; and we only need a more interior
or spiritualized consciousness, with an opening of the spiritual
senses, to realize and enjoy the blessings of such communion.
Persons about entering the spirit-life, when the external nature
has ceased to be in the ascendent, often experience this open-
ing of the inner senses before the mortal frame has been cast
off, aud thus recognize their angel-friends around them; but it
is just as possible for those in perfect physical health to enjoy
the same vision, as it was for John in Patmos, or Daniel on
the banks of Ulai, or the young man whose eyes * the Lord
opened” in answer to KElisha’s prayer—provided they can
bring themselves, or be brought, into the proper conditions to
experience such opening of the senses. One of these condi-
tions is that the material must be subjected to the spiritual,

It is not then because the spirit-world is far off in space, or
because any impassable barriers exist between that and our
present state of existence,—but because our spirit-eyes are
closed and our senses dull through excess of materialism,—
that we realize not its presence and its constant influence.

Is this chimerical? What is the testimony of modern
science? President Hitchcock, in the « Religion of Geology,”
argues thus:

*¢Since man in a future [spiritual] world is to assume a spiritual
body, we may reasonably suppose that :}11 created befugs are in some
way connected with matter; and, therefore, by means of materialism,
through the subtile agencies that we have named, we may be sure that
an influcnce goes out from every thought and volition of ours, and
reaches every other intellect in the wide creation. Iknow not whether,
in other worlds, their inhabitants possess sensibilitics acule enough to
be conscious of this influence; certainly, in this world, it is only to a
limited extent that men are conscious of it. Yet, we must admit that
it exists and acts, or deny the demonstraied verities of science.”’—
p. 435,

He adds:

«If this suggestion be true,then may we indulge the thought as
highly probable that our friends, who have gone before us into theeter-
nal world, may be as familiar with our conduct, our words, and even
our thoughts, as we are ourselves.””—p. 440.

Ana the converse of this must be equally true, by virtue of
the same laws and forces of nature,—namely, that, if our
senstbilities are acute enough, we may be conscious of the
words, actions and thoughts of the disembodied, wherever in
the universe they reside, at least to the extent that we
place ourselves in suitable mental and moral states. It is
similarity of sfate that constitutes zearness in the spiritual
realm. And it is our gross material states only that render
our sensibilities obtuse to spiritual realities.

It is time, then, that these childish and absurd notions about
“ partition walls,” a heaven far away, and a local God, were
outgrown by intelligent minds. They are unavoidable to the
age of ehildhood, but men and women should * putaway
childish things.” A religious philosophy which adheres to and
perpetuates them cannot satisfy the thinking people of the
present day. It is well to ¢ walk by faith” so long as we are
unable to see; but to persistently keep our eyes closed when
we may open them. because certain blind spiritual guides want
the pleasure of leading us,—to shut out the light of God’s
present revelations, because he gave to our ancestors in the
long past such dim ones as their weak eyes could bear,—all
this scems to us equally irreconcilable with true religion and
with common sense.

Bro. Cobb’s second article on Spiritualism is occupied by a
s gide issue” which requires no further notice on our part. In

our next, we will:attend to the third. A. E. N,

rangements for the course, are J. H. Burbank, J. W. Lyon,

sense in which Spiritualism represents this to be the case. !

_should be in the.front ranks in the Mental and Spiritual Rev-

-combustion,and he who does most to accelerate the process—who

MODERN ‘INFIDELITY’ NOT AN TI-CE:RISTIAN.

¢ Whoever studies the progress of the world’s art, of the world’s lit- |~

erature, of the wotld’s science, of the world’s political movement,
must have noticed a drifting furce which constantly was urg-
ing it on to realize in its practical, material form, the principles of
Christ. The novels and stories of this day are mostly the expressions
of great social wants and yearnings, the many-handed philanthropy of
the day is the same, the very infidelity of the day is an uneasy protest-
against.the visible church.for not realizing to the hungry world the in-
visible Christ. . .

* Infidelity is not, for the most part, unbelief in Christ, but unbelief
in the church, discontent and impatience with existing ordingnces, as
not giving to the world what Christ meant they should give. Some of
it is honest—some of it proud and petulant, but all of it shows the
force of the drift which something is giving to the human mind. And
what is this something? What is this unseen force which sweeps over
a generation like a mighty cloud, overshadowing every institution, and
giving a tone and color to all things. The spirit of theage is the spirit
of God—the overshadowing of the Almighty.” ;

Reader! who do you suppose is the author of "the above par-
agraphs? What ¢ infidel press” gives currency to ideas so in-
imical to the claims of modern chur¢hdom? Would you bde-
lieve it 7—we’ clip them from an article by Mrs. HAaRRIET
Beecuer STowr, in a recent number of The [ndependent!
(April 8, 1858.) What Spiritualist, what Social Reformer,
has ever said a severer thing of the popular Christianity than
is here said, or made a loftier claim in behalf of the < spirit
of the age” than is here made? And since the grand Spirit-
ual Movement of the day obviously embodies and expresses
more of the spirit of the age” than any and all other move-
ments combined, we have good orthodox testimony that its
moving power is “ the spirit of God—the overshadowing of
the Almighty.”

The same article from which the above is taken has the fol-
lowing : ’

¢t There will come a time, we trust, on earth, when the distinction
between sacred and secular shall be melted away, not by the sacred be-
coming secular, but by the secular becorying sacred. There will come
a time when counting- houses shall in all their departments be as truly
consecrated to Jesus Christ as churches—when secular papers shall be
as truly given to Christ ag religious ones. Not that acts of direct wor-
ship and adoration will cease, not that one day of the week will not be
more particularly and publicly devoted to such acts, and that prayer,
praise and preaching will not be particularly the employment of the
churches—all this wili still be; but all that portion of man’s mate-
rial life which has bitherto been discordant with devotional feeling will
become harmonious with it.”?

If the name of * Jesus Christ” is here used as the synonym
of all that is just, pure, unselfish, and ennobling, we accept
the sentiment in all its essential meaning. And we declare
that substantially this identical result—i. e. the consecration
of all man’s employments and interests to divine uses—is the
end and aim of the present Spiritual Reformation, as we con-
ceive it.

« The Beecher family” has long been a sore puzzle, if not
offence, to the backward-looking, petrified ¢ ortbodoxy” of the
day. It knows not where to rank such untrammelled souls—
whether on the side of God or the Devil. Hence the well-
known classification of the Rev. Dr. Todd, who divides man-

! works throwing light upon our cause.

@orrespondence,

Spiritualism in Providence, R. I.
i ProvIiDENRCE, May 14, I858,

DeAr BrotrER NEWToN:—Knowlng your interest in the good cause
50 rapidly advancing in various portions of our gountry, as well asin
different sections of the world, it may not be uninteresting to you and
the patrons of your valuable publication, to be made familiar with what
is'going on in our goodly and beautiful city.

Sioce you were with us and lectured, some three years since, we have
been gradually gaining in numbers, and what the world calls ¢ re-
spectability.’> The hall occupied by us about the time yon were here
becoming too small, we procared one in Howard Building capable of
seating dbout six hundred, and have occupied it for the last year, hav-
ing held lectures Sundny afternoons and evenings. Ouraudiences have
in some instances Deen tog large to be accommodated in our regular
place of gathering, when we have been obliged to obtain the larger
hall in the same building, which will accommodate about twelve hun-
dred. L .

The support of regular meetings is not mow an experiment, as when
you were with us, but snxious listeners come in large numbers, con-
vinced that our spirit-friends communicate with us, teaching wus truths
which, if carried into practical life, will make us far happier and more
useful than the teachings We were wont to give heed to in our youthful
days of inexperience, when we stood in dread of the Doctor of Medicine

.and the graver Doctor of Divinity. ° -

Our Sunday gatherings being in a healthy and prosperous condition,
some of us have felt the importance of a suitable place of resort for
visitors coming to our city, interested in the Spiritual Philosophy, where
they-could be furnished with the proper means of aiding them in their
researches after truth, and facilities for b goming acquaintd with
those who are willing to afford them opportanities of friendly inter-
course and sympathy, :

It affords me much pleasure to be able to announce to the public
through your widely—circulated journal, that such a place may now be
found among us. We were highly gratified fo hear the announcement
made, on Sunday last, that our tried friend and worthy brother, John
B. Lincoln, who is a superior trance and test-medium, had furnished,
at no trifling expense, & splendid suite of rooms in the-new building,
No. 237 Westminster street, which would be opened on the following
Mondny evening, May 10th, with appropriate exercises. On that eve-
ning, although the clouds looked dark and threatening, we were fully
determined to be among the lucky ones who should gain access to the
rooms, énticipating‘nll who would wish to be there could not be accom~
modated. We found the rooms neatly-furnished, with comfortable car-
pets, mirrors, tablgs, lounges, reading-matter, spirit-drawings, and other
suitable fittings.

The ladies and gentlemen gathered on this occasion were many of them
your patrons, who often speak of you in the warmest terms of love and
and friendship, wighing you and all engaged in these labors, abundant
success. All were highly gratified with the evening’s entertainment,
which consisted of speaking by several in the normal as well as trance
condition, interspersed with vocaland instrumental music. Among the
speakers was Mr. Smith, of Razor-Strop notoriety, who furnished the
audience with such remarks as called into requisition the mirthful fac-
ulties. Though unfortunate in fhe loss of his property, Mr. S. still
wears a cheerful exterior, and pursues his favorite vocation with suc-
cess, always selling, and yet having ¢‘a few more left of the same
sort.””

These rooms are at all times accessible to visitors at suitable hours o«
the day and evening, and here can be found the various publications and
Reliable test-mediums will be
in attendance to wzait on thosé who desire their services. Efforts will be

kind into three classes,—* saints, siuners, and the Beecher
family.” But, in view of the distinguished services of this
sut generis race of giants, in demolishing the feudal castles
and landmarks of ancient sectarianism—and notwithstanding
they occasionally have a freak of turning their weapons
against other advancing columns of the grand Army of Reform

—we are disposed to say, and coming generations will prolong
Plni?e 7.7 £oe 4ha Pannhowm Fmal -
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MORALITY OF THE ATLANTIC TELEGRAPH,

It is sometimes urged by the opponents of open intercourse
with the spirit-world—and the same secems to be implied in
the language of the Christian Freeman, quoted elsewhere—
that Deity has interposed barriers of some sort between this
world and that, which clearly indicate His displeasure against
inter-communication.

With more than equal propriety might it be claimed that
the Atlantic Ocean, interposed between this continent and
Europe, indicates the displeasure of God-against free commu-
nication between the inhabitants of the two countries. In’
this view the contemplated Atlantic Telegraph (or, as to that,
even the wire between Boston and New York) is a flagrant
violation of the will of God as evinced in Nature ! Indeed,

the laws of Moses made it a sin against God for Jews to hold | _

free intercourse with surrounding nations of earth’s inhabi-
tants, as well as the surrounding denizens of the spirit-realm.
¢« Gentile dogs” were equally proscribed with s¢ familiar spirits.”

But Christianity has ‘ broken down” all such narrow re-
strictions, or + partition walls,”’ as regards the nations of
éarth-—recognizing one God as the Father of all men, and
leaving them at perfect liberty to overcome all natural bar-
riers which restrict intercourse, just so fast as their increasing
knowledge of nature’s forces and capabilities enables them so to
do. Nay, more,—it is conceded by all enlightened minds that
the extension of free human intercourse is a general good to
the race, though some incidental evils unquestionably grow out
of it. The same we conceive to be equally true as regards
intercourse with the spiritual realm. Christianity makes no
prohibitions in the matter, and lays no restrictions, except the
very proper ones that we should ¢ try the spirits,” for the
reason that many ¢ false prophets” are abroad,—that we should
beware of “evil communications” which tend to ¢ corrupt good
manners,” whether emanating from embodied or disembodied
minds,—and that ¢“whatever we dé,” we should ¢“do all to
the glory of God,” i. e., for a good and worthy purpose.

As man’s ignorance of Nature’s capabilities alone restricts
his intercourse in this world, so does it with the spiritual realm.
The methods of communication which modern Pneumatology
has disclosed are, in themselves, no more in violation of the
will of God than is the electric telegraph. Either may be
employed for a good purpose or a bad, as the operators are
disposed. Incidental evils to individuals grow out of the em-
ployment of both; but to doubt that great good on the whole
is to acerue to the vast universe of mind through the unfold.
ing and application of these inherent capabilities of nature
and of man, would be to call in question the government of

Infinite Wisdom. A.E. N,

VEryoxT CoxyeExTIoN.—The call for this gathering will be
found in another column. It will be seen that it is not to be
exclusively a Spiritualist Convention, but to embrace liberal
and progressive minds of all parties. Among the signors are
several clergymen of different denominations. The occasion
promises to be one of great interest. The ¢ Green Mountain
Boys” were wont to lead the van in the political Revolution
of the eighteenth century; it is meet that their descendunts

olution of the Nineteenth Century. We learn that a number
of prominent speakers from abroad have engaged to attend:

it~ @
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‘Wuoar 1s Lire 2-—All life—as revealed in natural forms—is

made o interest as many as can be accommodated on Sunday morning,
| by social interchange of thought, or by holding circles, as shall be
| thought best. AWe trust the friends will feel o deep interest in sustain-

ing a place so much needed, and commenced under such gratifying-au-
; spices. Your friend and brother, I.

Letter from New Orleans.

New Orreaxs, April 27, 1858.

EDITORS OF THE SPIRITUAL AGE:—The premature settlement of New
Orleans is perceivable now that the high water of the ungovernable
Mississippi is spreading far and wide, working its way through ruinous
crevasses, and depositing upon adjacent low ground the seeds of dis=
ease. It is said that ‘ the forethought of the Irishman cumes after—
ward,”” and so it appears to have been with the early settlers of this
great city. Ilad Nature been left to do her work for a few centuries
longer, elevating the crust of mother earth upon which the city is bailt,
much laber and sickness might have been spared to its inhabitants.

New Orleans is unlike any other city in the Union in this, that it
comprises within itself a similarity to all. The upper portion, formerly
a distinet municipality, bas broad, quiet streets, bordered with elegant
residences, around which the highly ornamented grounds cease not, the
whole year round, to present their wealth of bloom and beauty. North,
south, east and west have contributed to the making up the mass above
Canal street, which, notwithstanding its plebeian pame, will one day
vie with the Broadway of New York, and the Washington street of
Boston. - :
All below Canal street is emphatically French-town, and here nearly
every house and street has its legend, whick I do not intend to impose
upon you, dear reader, although strongly tempted to do so by the in-
terest which I take in the narrations—many of which involve facts that
only the greater degree of mmental and spiritual development of the
present age can elucidate. Here stands the ancient cathedral, which,
with the exception of one belfry, has been modernized by a somewhat
elaborate style of architecture. The place was presented by an old
resident (whosec ashes now repose beneath the marble floor,) to the
church, upon con_ditions that a certain number of masses should be
said for him, and a certain number of strokes of that very bell should
toll every Saturday afternoon. Hence the impossibility of rebuilding
the old tower without forfeiting the right to the property. In its rear
i:.s now kept an ice-cream saloon, but upon this very spot, in the olden
time, were enacted the abominations of the auto-da-fe, when the death-
grodn of the burning heretic proclaimed the nced of a less eupersti-
tious religion. This, we all perceive, is at hand. But yesterday, as I
walked along Jackson street, I could but smile at the coarse material
which composed the stepping-stone between the two conditiems. Over
the gateway of an unfinished church was erected & board, ornamented
with a wreath of green leaves, upon which was printed in Inrge letters,
¢ Grand Tombola.”” The artist had completed the effect by placing a
ludicrous wide grinning face with what resembled a huge paw resting
upon each cheek.. Being quite oblivieus a3 to the meaning of the sign,
Iinterrogated a person st the door, and found that, being interpreted,
it signified that a lottery for the benefit of the church was being holden
there. This individual was stationed at the entrance to offer indoce-
ments to passers by to purchase tickets which ** were only half a dollar,
and sure to win & prize.”’ . . ’
Those who are fond of prying into the past history of this portion of
the earth, are confounded by the astonishing antiquity of remains
found while excavating for the erection of the gas-works, some years
since. Two tiers of forest trees were discovered, the one above the
other. Those who are calculating future events perceive, in the fast
receding Lake Pontchartrain, room for widening the city to an almost
indefinite extent; and those who live in the present may rejoice that at
least there is some foundation to a place without sufficient earth for a
grave of the ordinary depth, and where in many parts the ground
shakes beneath the tread.
Here, s everywhere else, there is an awakening to a greater degree
of spirituality. But it has not yet kindled into that steady, strong
blaze, which is sufficient to guide safely through difficult places. A
medium at present is looked upon more in the light of a conjurer, who
is able to exorcise the Devil from bewitched persons, or haunted houses,
than one who is able to explain a higher philosophy. During my so-

journ here I have not been idle, and if my mox;e*’humble employ has

been in most instances only to prepare-the way for the ‘promulgation of
higher truths, I am satisfied, even if unapplaud?:d by the maultitade,
and (more difficult still) satisfied to be unappreciated.

Yours Truly,

Spiritualism in Cambridge, Mass.

BroraER NEWTON :—The association of Spiritualists at Cambridge-
port held their annual meeting for the choice of officers on the 9th inst.
Mr. Chas. H. Wiggin was elected President; Andrew J. Hastings, Sec.;
Geo. L. Cade, Treas.; Theodore Stearns, Newell P. Mason and Simeon

Fraxces E. Hyer.

lives fastest—is first toreduce life’s fuel to ashes. 8. B. B,
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Snow, Standing Committee.









