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For the Epiritual Age. j

A QUEER CASE OF CONSCIENCE.
Having in our two previous articles made the issue with
Prof. Felton, that the Demon-God of Socrates was objectively
distinet from that phase of being

2, of one’s own self, termed

Conscience, we proceed to the testimony of another pupil of .

the Athenian sage—the great and good Xeunophon.
In his memorable things of Socrates he says:

tised that belief, since he was wout to declare, publicly, that
. he received counsel and advice from a certain Demon.”

monitor ; and he several times gave his friends notice of what

had received from his Demon. Awnd they who believed him,
and followed his advice, always found advantage by it; as, on

the contrary, they who neglected his admonitions, never failed |

.o . . . . . sailant, that h atly sel -strick
to repent their incredulity. He also advised his friends in assatiant, that he was so greatly conseience stricken as to hang

doubtful matters to consult the Oracles, and said that they
who design to govern with success
ies, had great need of receiving
Divination;” though ‘he held it

When he believed that the Gods had admonished him to do

any iling, it was asimpossible to make hiw take 2 contrary reso-

ution, as it would have been to have prevailed with him in a
Journey to turn off a guide that was clear-sighted and take one |
that knew not the way, and was blind likewise. For this
reason * he pitied their folly who, to avoid the derision of men,
live not according to the admonitions and commands of the
Gods. And he beheld with contempt all the subtleties of hu-
man prudence, when he compared them with divine inspira-
tions " '

Sacrates asked Aristodemus in what way he would behold
the manifestation of the Spirits, or Gods, so as to be convinced.
#1 would have them,” answered Aristodemus, *send on pur-
pose to let me know expressly all that I ught to do, or not to
do, in like manner as thou sayest they do give thee notice.”

“What!” said Socrates, * when they pronounce any oracles to
all the Athenians, dost thou think they do not address them-
selves to thee? When by prodigies they make known to the
Greeks the things that are to bappen, are they dumb to thee

alone, and art thou the only person they neélect ? Dost thou: .. i
i spirit; and many other in

think that the Gods would have persuaded men that they can
make them happy or miserable, if it were not indced in their
-power to do so ?—and dost thou believe that men would have
been thus long abused without discovering the cheat 7  Know’st
thou that the most ancient and wise republics and people are
the most pious, and that man, at the age when his judgment is
ripest, has most inclination to the service of the Gods? Oh,
. my dear Aristodemus! consider that thy mind governs thy
body as it lists; in like manner we ought to believe that there
is a Mind diffused throughout the whole Universe, that dispo-
ses all things as it pleases.

Thou must not imagine that thy
weak sight can reach to objects that are several leagues dis-

tant, and that the eye of God cannot, at one and the same :
‘lieved that it was only the visions that he had, by means of

time, see all things. Thou must not imagine that thy mind

can reflect on the affairs of Athens, of Egypt, and of Sicily, |

and that the Providence of God cannot, at one and the zame
moment, counsider all things.” '

Socrates, in answer to the question of his defence at the
Judgment Seat, replied: T assure you that, having set my-
self to think what I should say to my judges, the Demon that
advises me dissuaded me from it.” At which, Hermogenes,
b seeming surprised, Socrates said to him, “You are surprised

that this God thinks it better for me to leave this world, than

to continue longer in it; for you are not ignorant that I have

lived as well and as pleasantly as any man, if, as I believe,

to live well be to have no concern but for virtue, and if to live

pleasantly be to find that we make some progress in it. Now,

I have always believed so of myself, grounding my opinion on
~ the sincere testimony of my conscience.”

We do not recollect that Socrates ever uses the word con- | ‘
| and denied any other way but by the voice of the angel. And
! yet, how patent is the spirit-sight of to-day, wherein we see

science more than twice; and then it is used in the ordinary
sense of the word. It offers only a colorable pretext for Prof.
Felton’s assumption that this conscience was the Demon-God
of Socrates; for it is not in keeping, in this sense, with all
elge in relation thereto, as we have seen, and shall see, that the
Demon was a guardian, angelic intelligence, objective to the
conscience. The subjective phase of being will prove too
much for Brother Felton’s purpose; for if conscience is the
key to unlock the God and Spirit-world of Socrates, and all
the regions round about, what is to become of all the theolo-
gies of the Jews and Christians, with their Lords and Angels?
Are they only the consciences of those who speak in their
names? How otherwise, if conscience suffices to explain spir-
itual manifestations? for the plane of corresponding phenom-
ena must always be‘linked in the same series of causation. If
God, Demon, or Angel, mean conscience, it must then have
been conscience in the father of Socrates, when admonished by

¢ It could !
not be doubted but that he believed in Divination, and prac- :

Oof
this familiar spirit, *he freely owned that a Demon was his |

! 1rl o . - - -
they ought or ought not to do, according to the instructions he | spirit of « Father, forgive them, for they know not-what they !

i the assailant.

A . ! sacrifice fur the wrong,
their families, or whole cit- | =

instructions by the help of!
to be a weakness to impor- \

tune the Gods with questions which we may resolve ourselves.” |
“of all men.

. similar inspiration, ¢ and that they knew not what they did, |
i no more than those who deliver the oracles know what they

an oracle in regard to his son; and so, too, of Joseph, the !
futher of Jesus, when warned in a dream, and when spoken
to by the spirit Gabriel. . |

Brother Felton's way of Jordan is a hard road to travel, if) |
when our loved ones on the other side speak in kindly voice to us, '

i we hear only the figments of our own mentality ; and conscience !

is the Dbe-all and end-all of all spiritual beings. The old
Primer, with its ¢ IJoly angels guard thy bed,” of course’
meant nothing of the kind, as there is neither angé®nor spirit,
but only conscience, or ¢ double consciousness,” or * vitalized
electricity.” O star-eyed Science, hast thou wandered there”
to tell us that naught remains but to be ¢“valiant at pot?
and trencher,” and to be skilled “in ye eryptogamia of yeé
turtle?

Socrates would not avengs himself of whatever of ill-treat- !

- » " - - - ‘

ment he might receive, but overcame evil with good in the |
|

!

do;” and when struck on one cheek, the other was turned to
Being severely kicked by a passionate man, he
bore with meekness the indignity, This so wrought upon his !

!
|
!
|
himself, Like the penitent Judas, he gave up his life as a i
“ Though very poor, Socrates was always cleanly and neat |
in his own person, and in his house.”
The Oracle of Apollo pronounced Socrates to be the wisest
These oracles of ancient days, whether Gentile |

. . . . - I
i or Jewish, were evidently of the order of our trance-mediums ;
]

of this time; and Socrates thought the poets to be under a:

i
|
!
say."” 1\
Charpentier, an author of the lifeof Socrates, further says:
« How vast soever be the. title of wise, with which the oracle
honored him, we may affirm, that amoug all the heathens, there
was none had miore right to lay claim to it than he. But
what rendered him yet more worthy of it was, that he pretend- |
ed to it less than all other men. 'Tis said that he had a fa-
miliar spirit, or g tutelur Demon, that assisted him continually,
and that often discovered to him things to come. The exam-
ples of this were so frequent, that there was not a man but
had heard them spoken of. j
«The effects of this divine assistance were observed likewise
Going to a friend’s house, he

in things of small importance.
would not go through a certain street, saying that his familiar |
forbid him to go on.

he result proved the foresight of the ‘

nces of like character show that

this guardian angel had
¢ Mystical lore,

Of coming events casting their shadows bef‘ore;”/

and Socrates says ‘that never any man neglected’his advice
without repenting it.” .
Prof. Felton is not alone in his denial of the familiar spirit

of Socrates. His cotemporaries, however much they may

i have worshipped the older Spiritualism of Greece, and gar-' a
' them, must have a conscience loaded with a deal of injustice.”
' This is the sccond and last time the word conscience is any-

nished the tombs of the gods, goddesses and herces, and
could receive the responses of the Pythian Apollo, were yet
slow of heart to believe that Socrates had thus been favored
with the light that cometh down from heaven.

“Some be-

which he was informed of things that were to come to pass.’
Others had the conceit that it was a divination by sneezing,”
which is about as wise as the delectable theories of the present
day to account for similar phenomena. Would not Brotheri
Mahan do well to adopt the sneezing theory for the one of:
Od Force? and Gasparin, also, for the one of « Fluid Ac-;
tion 7"
The spiritual gift of Socrates was simply that of clairaudi- !
ent mediumship—< hearing a voice, but seeing no man,” as
Saul on his way to Damascus, and Samuel hearing the voice

of the Lord at the house of Eli. The angel manifestation by

: Socrates, was on the same wise, as appears by Plato and Xen-:

ophon.
The gift is common enough in the present unfolding, and is !

as easy of apprehension as any of the various gifts otherwise
manifest. Socrates, himself, doubted of sceing mediumship,

our loved on:s gone before,

*¢To shame the doctrine of the Sadducee
And Sophist, madly vain of dubious lore.”

Socrates, no more than Jesus, was exempt in his surround- .

deatl’s sable shore,” but that ¢ what he called his Demon was :
only hisnatural judgment or soul.”” And even the Professor’s
fuvorite poet, Menander, was cited to prove that the mind or
natural understanding of man is a God, or Demon. ¢ For
sure our understanding is a God,” says this poet. " Others, as’
philosophers, to get rid of the trans-mundane spiritual theory,
aintained with our present savans, that the nature or con-
sciousness of man is the Demon. That ig, he is a Demon in l

the flesh, but nothing out—formless, voidiess nothingness,—
the grave, the cold dark dungeon of the soul and body, with
mouth forever open, yawning to receive us to eternal night,

It thus appears that brother Felton’s consience theory is not
without support from the parallel plane of minds of his an-
cient brethren, but it is a little queer that he should invoke
their shades to his present rescue, when they are, logically to
his premises, only of *¢such stuff as dreams are made.” Ver-

. ily this conscience is a marvellous Demon which can work only

in the flesh, but not out; or, at best, must wait countless ages
before it awakens to be reunited to its cast-off and worthless
body-—contrary to every law of the heavens above, the earth
below, and the waters under the earth,

The belief of Socrates, that he was guided by an ohjective
Divinity, or fumiliar spirit, in no wise contravened the religion
of his day, abounding in the protection of the tutelary gods;
nor did the many and exalted religious minds of his day
doubt that their beautiful teacher wus so guided by his famil-
iar God.

“When accused of introducing new Deities, in saying that
he heard a Divige voice, he proved that it was no new thing
to suy that the Gods mude use of a voice to muke themselves
be understood by men, for they who found their divination on
the ery of birds, or on the noise of thunder, do they not re-
Does not the Pythian
Priestess at Delphos pronounce the oracles with her voice?
In short, he had said that a Demon discovered to him things to
And then to prove that he did : ot falsely boast of this
Divine assistance, he said that though he had admonished sev-
eral of his friends of things to come, he was never found to be

ceive their Intelligences from voices?

come,

a liar.  Upon this, there arose a great noise among the judges,
some of them making a jest at what he said, others envy-
ing him, that he was thus fuvored of heaven. To prove that
he could not be guilty of the crimes of which he was accused,
he cited the Oracle of Delphos, which had declared him the
wisest and most just of all men. At these words his judges
made more noise than before.”

How anzlogous is all this to the charge and condemnation of
that other just man, some four hundred and fifty years later in
the “ What need have we of witnesses? Ye have
heard his blasphemy. Let him be crucified!” The Gentile
Oracles sufficed not for the one, nor the Jewish Oracles for the
1low alike in some of the phases of spiritual manifes-
tations, are all the Jewish and Gentile world.
voices, and others hear only thunder. There is divination of

birds, and divination in the dove .from heaven; and, in the

ages.

other.

present advent, there is the spirit-mission of a bird to a vessel
at sca, whose captain is induced thereby to change his course
three points, which places him in line with the sinking steamer
Central America, and many persons are thence tuken from the
wreck. N
How analogous, too, the sum\moning' of false witnesses

' against the Medium of Athens and the Médium of Galilee.
!« Gentlemen,” said Socrates, ‘“ they who instructed the false

witnesses to depose against me, and they who gave credit to

where used by Socrates, and it will be seen to be in the ordi-
nary seuse of the word, and independent of the Demon char-
acter. In this place the conscience is of his accusers; and if
their familiar spirits were made up of this conscience, how
could they charge Socrates as a setter forth of strange Gods?
There is no such thing as objective spiritual being, but only
“ conscience that makes cowards of us all!”
queer thing is this conscience.

A marvelously
¢« Bhadows to-night have
struck more terror to the soul.of Richard than could the sub-

i stunce of ten thousand soldiers;” and yet Richard could hard-

The souls of his

ly be said to have large conscientiousness.

¢ murdered victims might have confronted him and prefigured

the ¢ coming events,” though they might not succeed in bring-
ing his conscience to a penitential mood. ¢ Can such things
be, and overcome us like a summer’s cloud without our special
Macbeth bad a conscience more ecasily reached by
the apparition of a disembodied soul; but Hamlet, whea ke
saw the ghost or Demon of his father, saw only his own con-
science! and if he had taken its word for a thousand pounds,
he would have lost at .the bar of the Harvard Profussors,
tﬁough Horatio should testify that there were more things in
heaven and earth than were dreampt of in their philosophy.
And when Rhoda heard Peter rapping at the gate, and said it
was his spirit, she meant that it was only her own conscience

wonder 77

that she heard! and when Jesus was seen walking on the water,

. . . . : is disei said i is spirit, it Iy scl
'ings from this doctrine of the Sadducee and the Sophist, who, ' and his diseiples said it was his sp Was only a couscience

'ike Prof. Felton, scouted his spirit-Lord, nor would believe
! as holiest men have deemed, * there is a land of souls beyond

* that they saw; and all the voices ever heard from heaven were

only the voices of conscience, snugly ensconced in flesh and
blood, which-cannot inherit the kingdom of God !

Surely materialism has sounded its lowest deep when the
heavens are thus shut up, and the concentrated light of scien-
tific vision brought to a focus in the unfolding of 2 turtle!

Well, as the proverb says, «it is durkest just before day.”
It is probably this darkness that is ushering in the pres-
ent day-spring from on high, and «the light shineth aunto
the darkness, but the darkness comprehendeth it not,” as it

Some hear’

streams Harvardwise, and through the gloom of stercotyped ;
theologies. *

Let us hope that the dead will not be long in burying its .
dead ; for why should the dead past longer cumber the ground |
with its unfruitful works of darkness? {

Mrs, Crowe could now find in the new Aurora wherewith to |
illumine her ¢ Night Side of Nature.” She, too, in the con- l
templation of Socrates, could exclaim, * How these old Heath- ‘
ens shame us!” “Socrates, open to interior light, could re- |
ceive intelligence by dreams as well as Joseph, the father of |
Jesus. He foretold the time of his death, from the notice’;
he had of it in a dream, and related how he had seen in his ‘
sleep a woman of wondrous beauty, who called him by his :
name and quoted a verse from IHomer, that within three days he
should be within the land of souls,—and this prophetic dream-
woman must have been akinto conscience, if Prof. Felton in-
terprets aright. But Socrates knew that the day of his Lord
was at hand, and that the work was finished that had been
given him to do. To the last, “ he discoursed of the immor-
tality of the soul; of the rewards that attend the good, and
of the punishments that come upon the wicked.” He washed
himself before he died, that ¢“he might not give the women the
trouble after he wasdead.” From the executioner’s hands he
drank the deadly draught, and his soul went forward to the
«wondrous beauty” of his dream.

How like his brother of Nazareth was the Savior-man of
Athens, who left nothing in writing, but said that * he was or-
dered only to make others bring forth, but that he was forbid:
den to produce anything himself”

We agree with Brother Felton that Socrates should be better
known. In our Sunday schools he would have a daily beauty
‘in his life that would render ugzly that charaster of Jewish
Spiritualism which was manifest in lust, revenge, and murder,
while having the odor of sanctity in the cry of «Lord!”
«Lord " and set to music in psalmsof' much poetic beauty. These
are seemingly from one who was a doer of the word as well as

est dye, putting people to death ¢ Ly square, rule, plumb and
level,” having his own household *¢ hung up unto the Lord,”
we are reminded of that other sweet-singer at Rome, one Nero,
and are not amazed that Swedenborg, while yet a dweller in the
flesh, but intromitted into the other world, did not find David
in the higher spheres. . : }
Now, what is the morul to be drawn from the dispensatioq
of Socrates? TItis ¢ that God is no respecter of persons;
but that whoever worketh 1'ighteousness is accepted of him,”
whether Jew or Gentile, and whether inside or out of syna- 1’
gogues and dead churches. The familiar spirit of Socrates
was of a far more beaatiful and Christ-like order than many
who operated in ancient Hebrew spirit-intercourse, under the
convertible terms of Jehovah, God, Lord, angel, man, and were
appealed to as authority for a ¢ Thus saith the Lord.” The
Spiritualism of all nations and ages must be judged by its
We do not say that the exclusive kind of the Jews |
was not the best for that time and sphere of development,
though merciless, revengeful and bloody ; but with some
exceptions of the later prophets, the way of Socrates in his
light, is a fur more excellent way than the dim-lighted path
through dark, material Judea. C. B. P,

fruits.

For the Spiritual Age.
ANGEL-WHISPERS.
BY 8. M. PETERS.
When the toil of the weary day is o’er,
And slumber its solace brings,
An angel stands on the farther shore
Of the river of Death, and sings;
She sings, ¢ We are one furevermore,
Then silence thy murmurings:

¢« Silence thy murmurings, child of toil,
And wait for the second birth;
Wait, thoggh thy tears bedew the soul,
And hushed is the voice of mirth;
Still struggle on through the wild turmoil
Of the dark and shadowy earth.

‘“ Weep on, though thy heart is ready to burst,
Drudge on, till thy task is o’er;
The first are last, and the last are first,
On the banks of the spirit-shore;
And our heart-companions beloved of erst,
Are beloved forevermore.

I have watched and waited, and lingered long,
By the shore of this darksome tide;
My fuith increases, my love grows strong,
Since I flew from the old earth-side.
I shall wait thy coming, O child of song,
To recluim thy Spirit-Bride.”’
New Breyswick, Feb. 1858,

Man may err, and be forgiven; but poor woman, with all
his temptations, and but half his strength, is placed beyond the

hope of earthly salvation, if she but once be tempted into crime.
>

Were but human beings always that which they are in their
best monients, then should we know here already on carth a

-

kingdom of heaven, of beauty and goodness.

its singer ; but when we turn to the deeds of the ‘“ swect psalm- |
ist of Israel,” and find him a worker of iniquity of the dark- 5

WHAT IS THE SPIRIT? _
Perhaps no word in the English language conveys ro vague
and indefinite an idea, as the word “spirit.” . The infidel .
tauntingly asks, « What is the spirit, -describe it; exhibit it;

i or cease to use a word for which you have no tking as a rela-

tive.”- Whilst in the old religions it is regurded as a name
rather than a thing, a phantow, a moonbeam, a shadow, never
as a substantial organic form.

Now the first step towards gaining a right view of this sub.
jeet, is to banish the idea that because we cannot see, or hear,
or touch a thing, therefore it does not exist, or has no shape
nor substance. That is, we must not think that spirit is not
real, simply because it is not matter. That would be an error
indeed. For God isnot matter; He canuot be seéun, or touched,

‘or heard, or handled; yet surely He is something very solidly

real! If then God is real substance, spirit must be real sub-
stance, for «“ God is spirit.”

By substance we mean something, in distinction from notk-
ing. It comprises whatever exists. It takes in all that Zs.
Matter and spirit are both included in substance. But matter
takes in only that lowest kind of substance which we perceive
by our natural senses, or which is controlled by natural laws;
while above it is that higher degree of being called spiritual
substance. Now both these grades of being ‘may be distinct
from each other, so that one cannot see, nor hear, nor touch
the other; and yetboth be real, and each in its own sphere
be visible, audible, and t’angib!e. To deny this, is to deny
that there is any grade of beingother than matter, which de-
nial does away with God.

There are spiritual substances, then, as well as material
ones; and the former are none the less real because out of
the reach of chemistry, or edge-tools, or because the senses
cannot measure them. Indeed it is only the grosser kinds of
matter which the senses can apprehend. Heat and electricity
are as truly material as flint and graunite, yet man can neither
cut, nor weigh, nor measure them; while the familiar and
abundant air we breathe, can neither be seen, nor felt, till put
As for ipnvisibility, which to the vulgar is proof
of non-existence, no warning is so incessantly addressed to us,
from every department of creation, as not to commit the mis-
Each class
of substances is real in relation to the world where it belongs; .
—material substances in the material world ; spiritual sub-

in motion.

take of disbelieving simply because we cannot see.

stances in the spiritual world.

To deny the existence of spiritual substance is, in a word,
to assert that heaven is an empty void. And to say, asis
gaid by our old and decaying forms of fuith, that spirit is
not substance, is to say that spirit is nothing; and, as “ God
is spirit,” it is virtually to say that God is nothing. «“Think
of the millions of human bodies now being moved about by spir-
its—u thousand millions on this earth alone. They would
stop were the spirits to go out. Is this immense awmount of
matter moved without substance ? moved by notbing? Think
of the material universe all in motion. The unimaginable
host of suns,- each the ceutre of a lesser host, and all flying
through space with a velocity that never slackens aud never
tires. And by what? by that which is not substance? No;
but by the real substance of spiriz. By Him who is the in- /
finite organization of spirit. And the effort to conceive of
Him without substance, or to conceive of the finite human
spirit without substance, is simply to grapple with the impos-
sible.”

‘ But if spirit be substunce, it follows, in the next place, that
that substance must have skape; for if it have no shape or
form at all, then it will have no parts; it will be 2 mathemat-
ical point; it will be nothing. Now what shape shall we give
to man’s spirit? Can you imagine that loved companion, or
son, ‘ who has gone before,” as round, or square, or in any
higher form than the human, even in heaven? No! the
angels of our highest dreams,—the angels of Raphael, and of
Milton, are always men. Nay, God himself is in the form of
man. How else could we stand * in his likeness and image,”—
how else could He be ¢ Our Father?”

O friend! in whatever doctrine you may have been drilled,
about the soul turning into formless ether, when it leaves the
cast-off body; your keart knows that the ope you loved and
lost, is still in the God-like human form, and in po other.
Yes, man’s spirit, whether in or out of the form of flesh, is in
a complete human body. For THE sPIRIT IS THE MaN; and
the earthy body is the mere outer covering, which the real man
uses to work with in this material world.

When one putsona glove to take hold of some special
thing, the glove is in the shape of the hand, and seems to move
and act, yet only seems, for the real hand is within, using the
glove for its covering. So the spirit within is the real man,
using the natural body as its covering, while it lives in this
natural world.— The Human Soul,” ty Rev. E. M. Whee-
lock.

N

Axvsemext.—Do you suppose that the grown-up child does
not want amusement, when you see how greedy children are of’
it? Do not imagine we grow out of that; we disguise our-
selves by various solemnities, but we have none of us lost the
child pature yet.

—
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EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
SPIRITUALISM IN THE WEST.

Bro. Newroy :—Soon after I left Louisville I found it ex-
tremely difficult to use my right hand, owing to a slight injury
which had resulted in inflummation; but the offending member
having been restored to its normal condition, it may not be un-
interesting—even at this late date—to briefly notice the more
important fuacts and incidents connected with my recent jour-
ney, and the signs of progress in the region of my travels.
That Spiritualism is rapidly extending its influence - through
the great West, is a fact that candid observers will not pretend
to dispute, and one which the most subtile and daring opposer
may no longer hope to conceal. In almost all directions a
spirit of earnest inquiry is becoming general.
portion of the people, being already measurably free from the
arbitrary restraints of New England theology and the chronic
prejudices of the older States, are rcady to listen, to reflect
and to judge, and this course—with unimportant exceptions—
leads unerringly to a settled conviction.

A large pro-

LAFAYETTE AND ATTICA, IND.

After leaving Kentucky I procecded direct'y to Lufuyette
and Attiea in Iudiana.  The writer’s first lecture in the last
mentioned town was delivered on Saturday evening, Jan. 23d.
An unusually large audience assembled, and the two lectures
on Sunday, 24th, were likewise numerously attended, not-
withstanding the natural forces of the outer world and the un-
natural forces of the outer Church were in constant comrmo-
tion. The heavy rain, the ill wind, and the small thuuder did
not intimidate the people who came with one accord to one
place, leaving even ¢ the chicf seats in the synagogues” well
nigh deserted. The occasion was doubtless a fuvorable one.
A peculiar interest had just been excited by the sudden and
gingular conversion of a Mr. John Gitchell, who had Been en-

gaged in cxplsding Spiritualism through all that region. In
the prosceution of ihis enterprise he was aided by one Prof.

Sands, a magician, and likewise by the patronage and the
prayers of the churches. Sands practised his juggling tricks
(rapping, ete., by machinery or confederates . for the amuyse-
ment of the multitude and for the edification of a peculiar
people, iucluding several ministers of the gospel, who seemed
intensely anxious that Spiritualism should be fully exposed,
and they gencrously patronized those who had undertaken to
render the community this most important service. True, it
had been repeatedly exposed before, but it had to be done
again, and Mr. Gitchell and Prof. Sands doubtless performed
the work quite as fairly as any one of a dozen clerical jug-
glers who have entered into the service.

But during his stay at Atticu Bro. G. was suddenly arrest-
ed by the powers that some time since produced the remarka-
ble korizontal demonstration through the mediumship of Rev.
Mr. Harvey. John was invited to the house of our friend,
F. R. Gridley, where he reccived ¢4e power in such an extra-
ordinary manner, that he was rendered quite powerless. The
next morning the institution for exploding Spiritualizm very
much resembled a hulloon when the gas hus escaped and the
ballast (in this case, as usual, it consisted of sands,) has been
thrown out. In the following record of the circumstances con-

* pected with Mr. Gitchell’s conversion, I have endeavored to

confine myself strictly to the facts, as they were related to.me;
trusting that the peeuliarities of style may aid in establishing
the faith of several plous readers.

A CHAPTER FROM THE MODERN CHRONICLES,

John Gitchell (likewisc called Saul) persccutes the Spiritual-
ists—employs one Sands, a magician, to make an expose.
They visit dtiica together,—they show signs and wonders
in presence of the people,—nonc of the clect deceived,—mys-
terious conversion of Join and sudden disappearance of
Sands,—yeneral vutpouring of spiritual influence at At-
tica and rejoicing amony the people.

1. Ttcame topass in the first year of the Spiritual Age that one
John, whose surnime was Gitehell, came from the South, showing
many signs and wonders, and persecuting the believers who walked not
after the flesh, but after the spirit. )

2. And while he journeyed in the country of the Hoosiers, he came
to a place that is called Attica, where there were many disciples, =

3. "And John grieved the spirits daily, because he persecuted the
faithful in every city, employing one Sands
falsely agninst then. :

4. And when the magician had gathered a multitude, W-ith some of
the baser sort, he persuaded the people with great swelling words of
vanity.

6. And while they yet listened he prophesied with 2 loud voice that
the spiritual kingdom =should come to nought, and that the disciples
would be scattered abreal.

s & nugician, to witness

6. And John went out and caused the words of the prophecy tc; ap-
pear on the walls and on the fences, and likewise on the door-posts of
Attica, that all the people might see them.

7. And the magicign whom John bad employed bore false witness

88,

eaying, < There are no spirits;”> and John believed the words that

were spoken.

8. And the people who followed and witnessed the signs and won-

geas that were performed, marveled among themselves and were divi-
ed. .

3] tHOTa mras A e . .
% Andtherawas 2 waman at that place whose name was Tippee;

and she abode at the house of one Gridley, a just man whose faith and
works were everywhere spoken of, '

.10, And the rounz woman was
from the Lord, and
ance.

11. And the angel commanded that John should b brought; and the
same day Gridley went out and besought him to come into l;:is’houae

12. And when he had entered in and 83W t 4
spirit was with her; and whi
was pricked in his heart,

13. Immediately the spirit was poured out u
knees smote together, and the fashion of his co
and he appeared like unto a dead man,

14. While the spirits appeared to John in vision, it came to pass that
the woman spake to him in an unknown tongue; and when he heard ‘it
he marveled greitly and was speechless.

15. And straightway John arose and departed; and as he went his
way the angel prophesied through the woman, saying that he would
wunder abroad secking rest and finding none.

daily visited by an angel or messenger
she was wout to speak as the spirit gave her utter-

1 he woman, behold the
e the word was quick and powerful, John

pon John also; and his
untensance did change,

16. And the spirit troubled John that night that he could not rest.
So he arose early in the morning and went out and remained in the
street.

17. And when the sun was up, behold there met him in the way one
of his own sort, who likewise persecuted the saints. Q

18. And John said unto him, ‘* An enemy hath vexed my soul, and
I am grievously tormented day and night. And it cometh to pass when
the evil spirit is with me that he holdeth me fast that I cannot move,
and he maketh me dumb that I cannot speak.”’

19. About that time the spirit of wisdom descended on John, and
many were astonished because he bore witness to the truth.

20. And when his eyes were opened by the power of the spirits he
repented that he had established his house and his hope on the Sands;
but the spirit was merciful to his unrighteousness, and the sin of igno-
rance was blotted out. .

21. And John said to the magician, **Now I pray thee depart from
me, and go hence, for yesterday an angel appeared to me at the house
of Gridley the silversmith; and he was with me in the night time to
rebuke me; and now I perceive that thy ways are not clean in the
sight of the Lord.”’ .

22, And the magician arose and departed according to the word of
John, and he wandered to and fro (like one of old) in the land nigh
unto the Wabash.

23. And because John had persecuted the disciples he was called
Saul; but the spirit was with him, and he grew in grace and in the
knowledge of the truth.

24. And John tarried yet many days in the region about Attica,
where the people heard his testimony gladly; and the believers were
greatly multiplied in that place,

95. And the spirit was poured out on the old men, on little children,
and on gentle maidens; and the young men in Zion were strong, being
armed with the sword of the spirit.

26. And the enemies of the new Israel were put to flight in those
days by the power of the spirits, and the disciples rejoiced together
with joy unspeakable. Selah.

It is worthy of honorable mention that when Mr. Gitchell
discovered his error be at once disbanded his company like an
honest man, leaving the wily magician to set up on his owd
account, while he continued his investigation of the spiritual
mysteries. He attended the writer’s lectures at Attica, visited
the circles and testified to the truth of Spiritualism before
public assemblies. His mediumship improved so rapidly that
he was socon able to converse with his departed friends who
were rendered visible to him. He also gave repeated eviden-
ces of his ability to perceive—by some spiritual process—ob-
jects and events that were above or beyond the limits of out-
ward observation. Mr. Gitchell professed to distinguish some
of the spirit friends of Mr. Gridley, and among them his
uncle, Gen. Gridley, of Auburn, N. Y. In order to test the
reliability of the medium’s impressions, Mr. Gridley placed in
his hands a number of family pictures inclosed in cases. The
medium’s eyes weére closed, and he was sitting at the time in a
dark corner of the room, where it was impossible to distin-
guish one picture from another. From among the number in
his poseession he immediately selected one which he declared
to be the picture of the spirit he had secn. On examination
it proved to be an ambrotype likeness of Gen. Gridley.

After leaving Attica, where I enjoyed the hospitality of
Mr. Gridley and Mr. Bateman, (the latter is the editor and
proprictor of the village paper) and the attention and generos-
ity of many friends testified their interest in my subject, I
next delivered a brief course of lectures in the Melodeon at
Lafayette. This is a much larger place than Attica, but the
friends are far less numerous. The people generally seemed
to have very little concern ubout anything spiritual, though
the churches had been laboring for weeks—by means of pro-
tracted meetings—to awaken apprehensions for the safety of
the impenitent ones in thut community. The excitement, how-
ever, was neither deep nor general, from which charitable per-
sons muy be disposed to infer that there are not many sinuners
in that eity. The local press appears to be a reliable medium
for the spirit of illiberality and the manifestations of igno-
But
there are a few free, earnest, and generous friends, whose
hearts are warmed by the fire of the living word, and whose
bands are actively employed in every good work., Of this
number I must be allowed to make special reference to Dr.
G. H. Stockham, his wife, Mrs. A. B. Stockham, and a friend
who is likewise a member of the family—all of whom are

rance and prejudice on the most vital themes of to-day.

graduates of ®the Eclectic Medical College in Cincinnati.
They are also earnest and true {riends of rational freedom and
institutional reform, whose Kkind attentions to the writer are
gratefully remembered.

CIIICAGO. ,

The last Sunday in January the writer occupied Metropoli-
tan Hall in Chicago, which the friends ot Spiritualism had
just rented for the ensuing year. It was opencd on that occa-
sion for the first time, and large audiences assembled both in
the morning and evening. It is not long since a room ten feet
square would have contaived all the believers in the great city
of the West; but the hall now oceupied is of such ample di-
mensions that it will seat two thousand persons with ease, and
yet the friends entertain the idea that with attractive speakers
they will soon be able to £l it. This indicates the peculiar
manner in which ¢ the delusion is passing away” in all direc-
tions from the chief seat of learned ignorance in the East,
The cause in Chicago now finds its prominent representatives
among a class of men whose business relations, social position
and moral character enable them to command respect even be-
fore the tribunal of public opinion.

A CASE OP PREMONITION,

The departure of Pror. Hesry Au~er, which oceurred
quite recently at Chicago, was attended by circumstances which
plainly show that he was admonished by Spirits of the im-
pending event. Mr. Ahner came from Germany to this coun-
try about cight years since, and for some time belonged to a
band of musicians known as the Germanians. Subsequently
he established himself in Providence, R. I., where he appears
to have been highly esteemed in his professional capacity—as
a man of rare natural endowments and fine musical cducation.
About two years-since he removed to Ehicago, and there con-
tinued the practice of his profession with decided success.
His favorite instrument was the cornet, in the use of which he
displaycd unusual taste and skill. For some time Mr. Ahner

was the leader at all the principal concerts in Chicago, where.

he was at once admired, respected and esteemed by all who
could appreciate his genius as an artist and his character as a
citizen.

It was some time in the latter part of January last that
Prof. A.—having just completed a series of musical enter-
tainments—was one day in the music store of Higgins Broth-
ers. In the course of a brief interview on that occasion, Mr.
A. J. Higgins said to him, “Professor, when will you com-
mence your mext serics of concerts?” Pointing toward the
sky he said, calmly, “I shall commence them up there.” Mr.
A. was not accustomed to speak of the after life, and it was
not even supposed—judging from his conversation on other
occasions—that he had any faith in immortality. Mr. Hig-
gins, being in doubt as to the precise import of Mr. Ahner’s
singular answer, interrogated him respecting his meaning. - A.
expluined by saying, in substance, that ke expected to com-

mence the next series of concerts in the spirit-land. What it
was that produced this conviction his friends were not in-
formed. He exhibited no unusual mental excitement, but his
prevailing mood was calm and cheerful. -Very soon after the
interview at the music store—it is alleged—DMr. A. visited a
medium for the first time in his life. The person was a stran-
ger o him, but he was immediately notified of the presence of
one of his spirit-friends, who said to him, ¢« In one week you
will be with me.” This announcement did not appear to agi-
tate his mind, and he continued to exhibit his usual compo-
sure. That short week passed away, and with it Henry Ah-
ner, whose image we shall see no more in the flesh. Agreea-
bly to his proposal, he commenced the new series in the upper
assembly rooms of the Choral Angels !

EKANEAEEE CITY, ILL,

Kankakee City, Ill., on the Southern branch of the Indiana
Central Radroad, fifty-five miles from Chicago, was the next
place visited by the writer. The invitation emanated from
Mr. H. S. Hall, an earnest, fearless and constant friend. XKan-
kakee is the county seat, and though the city is now but four
years old, it is said to contain a population of four thousand
inhabitaats. Five lectures—including one on a literary sub-
ject before the Library Association—were delivered in the
Court House before large audiences, composed of the best cit-
izens, and for one week at least the subject engrossed a large
share of public attention. If we except a few discourses, ex-
temporized in the trance state through Drs. Streeter, of Mo-
mence, the subject had only been misrepresented in public by
such caricaturists and jugglers as Leo Miller and Prof. Sands.
At the date of our visit there were but two or three avowed
believers in Spiritualism at Kankakee; but as there are now
many persons interested in the subject, and some twenty cop-
ies of the AGE will be regularly mailed to subscribers in that
place, it may be expected that the rapid growth of the city
will not be limited to its physical development and the ad-
vancement of its more material pursuits and interests.

The writer is under obligations to several gentlemen for per-
sonal favors, and especially to our friend Hall, to James M. Per-
ry, Esq., clerk of the County of Kankakee, and to A. 8. Perry,
the enterprising banker, for the hospitality of their homes,

While at the county seat I became acquainted with Jupce
Brese—an enlightened and generous friend—who was holding
his court at that place, and at whose earnest solicitation the
writer visited Momence, where the Judge resides. This place
is some fourteen miles from Kankakee (Indian name for Beau-
tiful River) by the course of the stream, or ten miles by the
I was surprised to find
that the Spirits, through the mediumship of a single uneduca-
ted woman, had literally reduced the citadels of popular prej-
udice and sectarian dogmatism to the last extremity.

most dircet road across the prairie.

Some
time since, the institutions in that place, having “a form of
godiiness but denying the power,” resolved on consolidation,
possibly from an outward necessity rather than from any inter-
pal law of affinity. But the union—as a bar to the progress
of the new faith and philosophy—was powerless as a rope of
sand. The old theological fortress, on whose frowning battle-
ments the fathers inscribed the zotal depravity of every child
of God—whose foundations were cemented with the blood of
the martyrs of reason, conscience and religion—whose heralds
proclaimed the implacable wrath of Deity and the everlasting
reign of Satan over the blasted fields of Paradise and the des-
olated souls of men—was soon deserted—for the sake of rea-
son and humanity—deserted forever! Those who but yester-
day sat in this ¢ region and shadow of death,” where the inner
light of their own souls was obscured by the smoke of the
bottomless pit,” now repose by the river of life, beneath the
white banuer unfurled by the spirits in the morning light of
the new day.
MOMENCE,

While at Momence I was most agreeably entertained at the
residence of Judge Beebe. On Saturday evening, and like-
wise on Sunday morning and evening, (Feb. 6th, Tth,) public
lectures were delivered by the writer before very large and
deeply interested audiences. Before we reached the place of
meeting on Sunday night, many persons had turned away who
could not find a convenient standing place inside the walls,
And let it be rememBered that the way for this (to the writer)
unexpected reception had been prepared by the Spirits. Find-
ing that the accredited ministers of religion had neglected their
commission and lost the primitive gifts and powers of the
spirit, a convocution of worshippers from the inner sanctuary
hiad ordained and set apart Mrs. Auma L. StreeTer as a
preacher of the living gospel, accompanying her ministry by
some of the signs which anciently followed the true believers.
Mrs. Streeter’s opportunities for instruction were always ex-
tremely limited, and having married at the early age of six-
teen years, she had Do earthly prospect of usetulness in any
public capacity. But some four yeurs since she was suddenly
influenced by spirits before she had ever visited a circle or at-
tended a spiritual meeting of any description. At that time
both herself and husband were members of the Method‘,ist Epis-
copal Church. The first manifestations were by writing, the
ideas and sentiments expressed being essentially opposed to
the theology of Methodism and in accordance with a rational,
spiritual philosophy. v »

THE SIGNS THAT FOLLOW.

Respecting the matter-of-fact evidence that Mrs. Streeter
yras really calied and properly ordained, I can only speak very
briefly. It is a significant fact that, through her instramental-
ity, more than half the inhabitants of Momence have either
been converted to Spiritualism or have become interested in
the investigation. But she is gified with a healing power,
some illustrations of which may be very briefly stated. Mr.
P. Maybe, having lost the use of one eye by cataract, so that
he could not distinguish the largest physical forms by daylight,
Mrs. S. prescribed some external remedy which removed the
disease in three weeks, and he can now see to read with that
eye alone. )

About one year since Mrs. Lincoln, of Momence, having
suffered for some time in consequence of a partial paralysis of
one arm, was suddenly cured by the Spirits. Mrs. L. could
not raise her arm without taking hold of it with the other
hand ; sensation was greatly impaired, and for three months
(so the patient informed the writer) she had not slept so much
as half an hour at one time, owing to the condition of the pal-
sied member. One day Drs. Streeter was entranced by a
spirit and laid her hands on the diseased limb. Immediately
the pain and numbness were removed and the power of volun-
tary motion was restored. The patient slept soundly that
night, and has had the free usc of hgr arm ever siace.

Mr, James Nichols, while reduced very low by a fatal dis-
ease, was rendered speechless for some days, and his mind
seemed to be wandering in the realms of chaos. Mrs. Streeter
laid her hands on him and uttered a prayer that light and or-
der might be restored to his mind; whereupon his countenance

immediately changed; at the same time his speech and the
normal exercise of his intellectual faculties were restored.
* You have straightened the way,” said the dying man, «and
I can now see the end of my journey.” He declared that his
mother and sister (both in the spirit-world) were present with
him, and his happiness was so intense that he desired the per-
sons at his bedside to sing continually, Thus with unclouded
faculties, and a clear vision of the life “beyond the river,” he
received his * crown of rejoicing” at the hands of the angels,
who gently led him upward to their serene abodes,

CONCLUDING ENGAGEMENTS,

Able lecturers will be quite sure to receive a eordial wel-
come and a fair compensation at Momence and Kankakee.
They will likewise do well to stop at Elkhart, Ind., which is
on the line of the Southern Michigan and Northern Indiana
Railroad, about one hundred miles this side of Chicago. The
writer lectured at Elkhart on the 9th instant to a large audi-
ence, and was personally provided for by Mr. M. E. Cole, Mr.
Shuey and Mr. Kenyon, who generously anticipated the neces-
sities of the body. Our last engagement, while in the West,
was at Goshen, Ind., (ten miles from Elkhart, on a branch
railroad,) on Wednesday the 10th irstant. There are several
excellent friends in that place, but the audience was not large.
On Thursday the 11th the writer left for home, but owing to’
unavoidable delays did not reach New York until Sundé.y eve-
ning the 14th, having been absent thirty-eight days,

Fraternally thine, 8. B. B.

-

NEW PUBLICATIONS.

A Discourse ox Faird, Hore axp Love. Delivered in New York,
Sunday, April 23, 1857; to which is added a Report of a Philosoph-
ical Investigation on the Nature of Mediumship. By Mrs. Cora L.
V. Harca. New York : Published by B. F. Hatch, M. D. 29 pages,
8 vo. For sale by B. Marsh.

A Discovrse oN THE IMMuTABLE DECREES oF GoD, AND THE FREE
AGENCY OF Max. Delivered in the City Hall, Newburyport, Mass..
Sunday, Nov. 22, 1858. By Mrs. Cora L. V. Hatcu, of New York.
Published and for sale as above. (32 pages, 8vo.)

These discourses are printed substantially verbatim, as taken
down by phonographic reporters, and hence may be supposed
to present very accurately the language employed in their de-
livery ; and, doubtless, they furnish very good average speci-
mens of the usual style of impromptu addresses through the
lips of Mrs. Hatch. We say average, because it is well known
that trance.speakers are quite as subject to the influence of
conditions, in the style of both thought and expression, as are
all other speakers,—usually more s0; and Mrs, Hatch is no
exception. No orator can command such an easy, fresh and
consecutive flow of thought, or facility of expression, when
suffering from physical exhaustion, or surrounded by a bad at-
mosphere, as when under more favorable circumstances; and
the same law must obviously apply to inspired speakers, or to
disembodied spirits using human organisms.

If regarded merely as the unaided impromptu productions
of a girl of seventeen or even twenty summers, the discourses
are surely quite extraordinary, both in thought and in lan-
guage. If accepted as the thoughts of older and disembodied
minds, breathed through a limited and imperfect though highly
spiritualized organism, as they claim to be, there is much to
justify and nothing to contradict the claim. We cannot, how-
ever, pronounce them either faultless in style, or infallible in
sentiment—-and these they do not assume to be. Like the ef-
forts of the best extempore speakers, they could have been
made to read better vy a careful revision—by the pruning off
of redundancies, and the substitution in some instances of more
directed and pointed phraseology.

In fact, the printed page can never convey anything like an
adequate idea of the higher beauties, the real excellences, of
Mrs. Hateh’s inspirations,—nor, indecd, those of any other
truly inspired speaker. Her gestures, the intonations of the
voice, the electric flash of the eye, the heaven-illumined coun-
tenance, and more than all, the currents of unseen but potent
magnetic influence which emanate from the speaker’s brain and
flow into every receptive mind, conveying the essential sub-
stance of the thoughts of which words are at best but a bung-
ling semblance,—these are wholly loet to the mere reader; and
hence he may wonder how the /isteners could have been so en-
wrapt by a discourse which reads very indifferently. These
finer influences are measurably lost, also, to many listeners,—
those who busy their minds mainly with externals, or who fail
to get into sympathy with the spirit of the speaker; and hence
some hearers will pronounce that ¢ vapid nonsense” which in-
terests, instructs and delights others to the highest degree.

We are induced to make  these general remarks, on account
of the exaggerated claima sometimes put forth, and the extrav-
agant expectations which are apt to be indulged and disappoint-
ed, in regard to productions of this class. A proper acquain-
tance with the principles of mediumship and the laws of inspi-
ration will lead no one to loek for or claim impossibilities.

As to the sentiment of these discourses, we have room to
say but little. The first-named, on Faith, Hope and Love,
presents a train of thought which will not be fully apprehend-
ed or appreciated on a hasty reading. The three principles
named are considered as sustaining to each other the relations
of external, internal, and inmost. Faith is defined as the in-
tellectual conception, the outward form, in which the aspira-
tions and religious emotions of humanity take expression. It
is thus the substance (or external embodiment) of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen. Hence, to worship from
mere Faith is formality and idolatry—mnot religion. Iope is
* the thing of which Faith is the substance;” it is * the life

.of Faith,” «the living, breathing principle in nature,”—that

principle which is ever aspiring to and impelling towards the
better, the higher, the unattained. Love is “the spirit, of
which Hope is the form; the life-giving, life-sustaining, the
all-pervading and the eternal element,” “that fountain of per-
petual purity and goodness, which manifests itself in the two-
fold form of Hope and Faith.” Hence there can be no true
religion where Love is wanting; and where Love exists, it su-
percedes both Hope and Faith, and swallows up all lesser
principles,

The general principles of mediumship, elicited in the philo-
sophical investigation, a report of which is appended, are those
generally accepted by intelligent Spiritualists. All persons
are regarded as mediums in a degree—some being. from a pe-
culiarity of organism, made sensible of spirit-action, while
others are not. It is very properly asserted, that «The qual-
ity of the communication never exceeds the capacity of the
medium ; though it may greatly exceed the wusual manifesta-
tions of that capacity;” and that ¢ Inspiration simply implies
a quickening of the inherent powers of the soul.”

The discourse on God’s Decrees and Man’s Free Agency,
attempts to grapple with a very difficult problem. It suggests
plainly the great principles on which the solution of the prob-
lem depends; but whether these are brought out and illus-
trated with sufficient clearness and point to be readily appre-
hended by minds which most need the solution, may be doubt-

ed. There seems to us 8 want of definiteness in the use of
language when endeavoring to present the critical points of the
argument,—which indicates that the medium was not in th
hanpiest condition for clear expression at the time. Ne
theless, the thoughtful reader can hardly fail from the
to obtain some aid towards enlarged and truthful views of
perplexing question discussed. The main faunction
trance-speaker, we conceive, is rather to inspire and quick
the keart than to present clear and well defined theories to
the intellect.

Tue NaTURE AND TexpExcy or Moberx Spmrirvaumsm.—By J. H.
Waggoner. ¢ They are the Spirits of Devils working Miracles.”
Rev. xvi. 14. Review and Herald Office, Battle Creek, Mich. (80
pages, 16 mo. )

The author of this pamphlet holds, on Scripture autkority,
that all conscious life in the human being ceases with physical
death, to be restored again (if at all) at o future physical resur-
rection. He considers the doctrine of the immortality of the
human soul a “heathen superstition,” and contrary to the teach-
ings of -the Bible. Consequently he finds it an easy matter
to prove from the “infallible word,” seemingly to his own en-
tire satisfaction, that all communicating spirits are ¢ devils,”
—whom he identifies as *three unclean spirits like frogs,”
which came out of the mouth of a certain ‘“dragon, beast and
false prophet,” seen by a symbolic medium in Patmos some
centuries ago. Perched on this lofty pinnacle of Scriptural ex-
position and “divine authority,” the Rev. Mr. Waggoner hurls
anathemas and wrathful threatenings unsparingly, not only
upon the wicked Spiritualists, but also upon all churches and
people who do not accept his extremely rational views. We
commend the work to such readers as desire a new illustra-
tion of the infallibility of Bible-expounders, and the beauties
of religious exclusiveness. ’ : .

SpirrTvALIsM : Its Phenomena and Significance. An Essay read, by
invitation, before the New York Christian Union, on Tuesday evening,
Dec. 22, 1857. By Charles Partridge, Editor of the Spiritual Tel-
egraph. Together with a Report of an Ensuing Discussion on the
Subject. New York: Published at the Spiritual Telegraph Office. (56
pages: price 121-2 cts.)

This essay presents a condensed statement of the great
facts of man’s spiritual nature and re\lations, as generally
apprehended by modern Spiritualists, with a summary of the
testimonies from ancient history and modern experience which
go to show the reality of spirit-manifestations and intercourse.
Bible testimony is largely cited, and some comparisons are in-
stituted between Scriptural and modern phenomena. As an
epitome of evidences bearing on the great question of the day,
the pamphlet will be found very useful. The report of the
discussion which followed the reading of the essay is not the
least interesting part of the pamphlet. It exhibits the vague,
indefinite and unphilosophical notions prevalent in the religious
community, in strong contrast with the clear, firm and rational
enunciations which the philosophic Spiritualist is enabled to
make. When will the ¢ Christian Union” of the Puritanie
city of Boston, have the courage and liberality to invite a sim.
ilar discussion ? A, E N

Spiritualism in Woonsocket.—A Hasty Conclusion.

A late number of the Woonsocket (Mass.) Patriot says:

¢ The number of believers in modern Spiritualism in this vicinity is
quite large. One in the faith estimates them at not less than a thou-
sand within an area of ten miles of Woonsocket. We frequently hear
of the meeting of circles in this and the surrounding villages.

¢ If we really could hold communication with our departed friends,
it would be a great, sweet consolation; but we fear this is denied to all
who tabernacle in the flesh. Those who go hence speak to us never-
more this side the grave; yet it has ever been a pleasing thought to us
that they, though unseen, are cognizant of us. Are they not guardian
angels?”

It seems to us that our brother editor disposes of this great
question rather too summarily. There may be more things in
heaven and earth than he has yet dreampt of ; and we think
it would be wiser for him to take counsel of his higher aspira--
tions, bis purest heart-yearnings, rather than of his fears.
At any rate, millions of persons who have investigated the
question, have come to the sweet conviction—many to the glo-
rious knowledge—that they can hold communion with the dear
departed. It surely is not impossible that God is more kind
than men bave feared. If our departed friends are * cogni-
zant of us,” and are our * guardian angels,” is it not cruel in
them to deprive us of *a great, sweet consolation,” provided
itis in their power to grantit? And do not recent develop-
ments of the power of mind toact on mind, indicate clearly
that it 7s in their power, under certain conditions? Weé com-
mend these suggestions to the calm consideration of our
brother, afd of 2ll who with him cherish the ¢ pleasing
thought” of the ministration of the departed.

et

SPIRITUALISM OF SOCRATES AND PLAT0.—Those of our read-
ers who have perused attentively the articles of our corres-
pondent “ c. B. P.,” will be able somewhat to appreciate the di-
lemma into which a learned University Professor precipitated
himself, (in a late discussion upon modern Spiritualism at the
Melodeon in thiscity,) by an unfortunate reference to the
teachings of the above-named worthies of antiquity. Proba.
bly no one could be more keenly sensible of the awkwardness of
his position than was the Professor himself, after he had taken
time to refresh his memory upon the subject. The fact that
the learned gentleman has abstained frown engaging in further
encounters of the kind, is thought by many to evince that he
has come to regard ¢ discretion” as the better part of
valor.”

Crerrcar Issaxity.—The Plymouth Rock makes the fol-
lowing remarks respecting an unfortunate clergyman of Abing-
ton, who was recently taken suddenly insane, and (not having
the fear of the Springfield Republican and Beston Courier bes
fore his eyes) divested himself of his clothing, proceeding to
Warebam *“in puris naturalibus , .

¢“Mr. Lakeman has been distinguished at So. Abington, if it all, for
the fierceness with which he has denounced all other denominations ex- "
cept his own, (Baptist;) and his anti-Christian speeches against other
churches, have been taken in that locality, where ¢ religion’ in a great
measure consist in ¢ Christian backbiting® and rivalry, for smariness,
and this madman’s ravings have been quoted as divine sayings. ~We
learn that he has been carried to the lunatic asylum.”’

Notwitstanding all this, Baptist Christianity may not ne-
cessarily make its adherents in§ane, nor all Baptists be in favor

of going naked! \x

Bacx Nousers.—Qur editiom’w.\o. 1 New Series is now
quite exhausted ; consequently we shall\on]y be able to supply
back numbers from Jan. 9th, to those who should wish them in
future. We regret having been obliged to disappoint several
subscribers who wished the numbers from the beginning of
the volume.

“Tue WILDFIRE CLu."—We had intended to finish the sto-
Ty with this title this week, but found we had not rightly esti-
mated its length. The conclusion is in type for our next issae.










