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The Harmonial Philosophy teaches that
| the materia! universeiSxg correspondent
| orrepresentative of the spiritual universe;
| thatall material objects and things sprjng
| from a spiritual. principle, which they pre-

cisely represent, as the effect stands as
| the representative of the cause. Thus,
commensnrate with material law in the
natural plane..cf existence, is spiritual
Win the spiritual plane.  In the mate-
nai piuaeof boiiig UieTO»js nothing but
rhat contains an inferior vitalizing es-
sence, which may be denominated. its
ol or spiritual “principle, and which
holds the exiernu form in coherence and.
determines its quality, just as the soul or.
spirit of man actuates, vivifies, and sup-,
ports his body. Each thing in nature is
amaterial exponent of an indwelling spir-
itual entity, which is its life and activity.
There is no such thing as a state of gui-
ucTal, or absolute rest, in all., the uni-:
i verse of God; but all, from the lowest to
the highest, is endowed with a living
property. There is no inertia, or death,
but only life and growth. Though that
activity, in the lower kingdoms of nature,
is found in almost inappreciably low de-
gree, yet it ascends through the various
forme and order through all the upper
kingdoms, perfecting and developing, and
ever as it ascends it appears in more per-
fect forms and <H”amsins. Yet this life
and activity, which we see so spread
throughout all the forms of creation, pu-
rifying and perfecting itself, is not spon-
bneowor self-originutiid, but derivative.
God ie the only life The Great Central
Divine Love and Wisdom perpetually im-
pute his love, his life, and activity, to his
creation, dwelling in the inmost of oach
Uldall tilings,and through and by means of
their interiors in the outermost, infallibly
and omnipotently governing and control-
ing them. AU is incarnated Divinity,
and each atom, and each insect, and each
flower, as each star, is instinct with his
spirit, and speaks his holy name. We
have unerring revelations of the Divine
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Lolve rind the Divine Wisdom in all we
eee,’ think, or feef-jpind we view his rep-
resentative ima”ej.-'and likeness-in all
tilings around ua”Tlie material universe,
not only in thfflfcimplejc, but in every
single; thing, represents God, and is a
material exponent Of the Divine Love and
Wisdom.

But man is, m-a pre-eminent degree, a
representative of -God, nut only while in
material- fife bufoin (.very period of his
history, from infancy, through all the
spiritual , and cefe&al spheres—the im-
age or representative, imperfect at first,

<butbrightening and perfecting as he ad-

«vances—dim and Ascure in.(he savage,

but glorious and eflilgent in the celestial

iangel. ¥ In what wb have been accus-
‘tomed to call imupii”® te nature, Yiz. the
- mineral- and vegetable kingdoms, we as-
certain the intcridy cmalityjof a thing,
from its> material embodiment, which al-
ways corresponds tet it-r-so in the animal
. kingdom we determine, thetaharacter and
quality of the animal; from its physical
conformation, actions, and life, their ac-
tions and jforms representing their -in-
stinct, passions, and propensities, and
being, indeed, but tlie Multimatum or.out-,
birth of them, - Forinstance, the physical
constitution and the actions of;the lion
betoken: strength; those of the tiger and
hyena, cruelty and destiuctiveness; those
of the fox, cunningbind deceit; those of

the lamb, innocencg and purity ; and so
of all other animalA a Their actions and
lives disclose theiMntprior qualities and
characters, and d#re; put-evolutions of
them. So, also, is it -with man. Ilis ac-
tions and life index his character, and
show what are his real affections and
thoughts. They wfite his mental, moral,
and spiritual historv, -Thus is the true
interior character of every man deter-
mined. AIl his purposes and thoughts
thus ultimating themselves in his life, wo
are able to trace the development of his
spiritual nature extnm/ty, and see the
various degrees andlphases it has passed

through»
It is with nations as it is with individu-

als. Each nation or’people record thoir
spiritual history upon the institutions,
manners, customs, Religion, philosophy,

and science of thenago. Their social
order, their codes,/[civil and criminal,

their legislative bodies, their literature,
architecture, poetry,{painting, tec., repre-
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sent, truly, the state of their mental, mor-
al, and spiritual advancement—exhibiting
a true picture of their heartsand minds.
The cruel and. bloody codes of our Brit-
ish ancestors show hearts filled with vin-
dictiveness, malice, and revenge; and
the.feudal institutions of the middle ages
show hearts filled with pride, ambition,
and the love of rule.

Butmore especially is the spiritual his-
tory'of each.age and nation effigied in its
theology and- religion, which are, in all
cases, true expositors of the state of the
internal or spiritual mind. They show
forth the; state of the affections and
thoughts—the. loves, desires, and hopes—
the impulses and passions of the believer,
better, than any-other institution, because
always regarded as more important.

Thevdigtmetivp characteristicsof the
prevailing theplogyjand religion, are the
following, viz:lIn theology, a Trinity is
taught', which, riot being susceptible of a
rational-- explanation amkjmderstanding,
we will not trouble oursekes with. A

Unity is also taught, but ourXttention is
more particularly drawn to the4ttributes
i of the Deity of the; present Christian
World.

They believe him to be a God of lave,
mercy; truth, justices goodness, and wis-
dom; a God of anger, hate, vengeance,
vindictiveness, jealousy, pride, and op-
pression; and their whole religion is de-
ducable from these attributes, for they be-
lieve that God, though a God of love, ““for
his own glory,” or sejf-aggrandizement,
“predestined some to everlasting life, and
others to eternal misery,” without regard
to merit or guilt. Though a God of
mercy, yet he is never satisfied until
atonement is madeand though a God of
justice, yet he punishes the most inno-
cent man in all the world for the crimes
of the guilty.

They have many creeds or systems of
faith, by tho observance of which they
expect to “‘escape” God's omnipotent
wrath and eternal damnation, and be ad-,
milted into his heaven, and be happy for-
ever in praising and adoring him. Those
places of misery and happiness they have
Ideated and furnished with all the para-
phernalia of torture and punishment, of
glory and happiness. It would be gratu-
itous, and perhaps insidious, for me to
detail further, all their ideas and belief
relative to heaven and hell, and the life
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after death. All are as familiar with
them as,with the civil and political laws
ofthe land. Our present object is to en-
quire into the state of spiritual life rep-
resented by those religious institutions,
and their use and purpose in the progres-
sive development of man. Let us ad-
dress ourselves to this inquiry, and first,
as to the origin of those ideas and institu-
tions which is found deep in the unregen-
erate heart of man.

IT 1 anr selfish, and of course jealous of
you, you will be jealous of me. If 1 bear
you hatred or ill will, you will fear me,
and I may expect you to bear me hatred
and ill will. If I am avaricious and cov-
etous of your property, you will fear me,
and as a natural consequence | will ex-
pect you to be avaricious and covetous of
my property. 1f you injure me in any of
my selfish passions, you may expect my
hatred and revenge. If | am ambitious,
and you thwart me in my ambitious pur-
poses, you may expect my most deadly
hatred and enmity; and if you are ambi-
tious, and | am elevated above you, I will
expect"your envy and jealousy. If I am
lazy and luxurious, and can make yon
work to gratify my selfish passions and
appetites, you may expect that | will do
it. I1f 1 deceive you, | may expect you
to deceive me. If | perpetrate murder, 1
may expect to be murdered—uwill fear it,
and have no security against it but my
own strength and cunning. Thus do all
the bad passions of our nature, by an un-
failing law, react upon their subject, and
are their own punishment. We natural-
ly expect to be made, in turn, the victims
of our own evil?intentions; and in the
absence of social Taw the only restraint is
/vzr—the fear of retaliation and all evil
passions and purposes, as necessarily be-
get this fear, as effect follows cause.

In civilized society, where this Zer

talionis is systematized, the retaliating
power is given to 'the public, or all to-
gether, they alone possessing the pre-
rogative of dispensing it, and for which
purpose they have ordained laws defining
the injuries, and modes prescribing the
retaliation or punishment, so that the evil
disposed person, or wrong doer, instead
of fearing the retaliation of his victim,
fears the laws and its penalties—instead
of fearing the revenge and murder of his
fellow man, he fears the dungeon and the
gallows. Instead of each man, with his
own weapons, resisting aggression, and
retaliating injury, all private arms are
aggregated in jails, penalties, penitentia-
ries, and gibbets, and the culprit, instead
of fearing each, fears a//. Thus codes
and courts, laws and lawyers, judges,
jails, juries, and gibbets, are but restraints
put upon the evil passions of the citizens.
They grow out of the selfishness, malice
and revenge, jealousy, envy and ambition,
avarice, vindictiveness, deceitand murder
of undeveloped man, and are external rep-
resentatives of his diabolical lusts and
passions. The court houses, jails and
dungeons, constabulary, judges, juries,
pains and penalties, &c., of our timdb,
tell more plainly than language can, the
rueful talc of our unregenerate and un-
progressed nature. They are the leprous
spots on the body politic, which indicate
the deep-seated corruption of the soul.
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But the cause being removed, the ef-
fect censes. Purify the heart from all
those selfish and evil passions, and you
abolish the necessity for those tremen-
dous restraints and sniictions. If we
loved our neighbors as oui'sclvcb, and did
unto others as wo would have others do
unto us, there would be no longer calls for
bills of pains and penalties, constabulary
and jails. There would be no longer
need for this expensive apparatus to re-
strain the wrong and coerce the right.
IT our wills were harmonized to such a
degree as to love all, think no evil, intend
no hurt but only good, these gloomy piles,
the representatives of guilt and shame,
would crumble to deeny, and the plough-
share ofthe husbandman be driven through
their ruins! In that state of social order
where all love each other, where there is
no distrust, envy, jealousy, malice, or re-
venge—where there is no war of evil
passions and selfish propensities, but a
harmony of interests and affections, and
only confidence, peace, and good will to
men, there is no longer/ear; and as there
is no aggression, there ie no retaliation;
as there is no crime; there is no punish-
ment.

The largest liberty is to do as we
please, and this liberty can only be in-
dulged when we all reach that state of
moral purity or harmony, in which, by
willing and doing as we please, we will
will and do just right. There will be no
sanctions required then, to compel duty,
but it will be our “meat and drink to do
the will oi the Father.” '

The celestial angels have no restraints
because they have-no'evil purposes -to be
restrained ; and they have no fear, be-
cause there, from fhe'inoral purity of their
wills, there is no aggression, but each,
by willing and acting just as he pleases,
by living the delight of his love, wills and
acts justright. They live in the enjoy-
ment of the largest liberty who have the
greatest moral purity, benevolence, sym-
pathy, and love. The etriZ man is the
slave, and he is a slave just in proportion
as he is evil. And so society is in slavery
just in proportion as its members are sel-
fish, discordant, and>evily disposed, for
all evil, by an immutable law of God, re-
acts upon its victim with fear, restraints,
and punishments, while good ever enfran-
chises and enlarges its subject.

But the restraints and sanctions of civil
society do not bind the consciences of
men—they are meVely external. They
exercise no jurisdiction nor control over
the secret purposes of the soul. Hence
the civil and criminal codes, our court
houses, jails, penitentiaries, and work
house s, do not represent the entire deprav-
ity of the heart of man. They are only
the signs and indications of his default
and responsibility as a civil man, not of
his depravity as a moral and religious
being. There isa fearful moral deformi-

ty—a mass of evil passion and purpose,
that lies beneath this external conduct,
and which these restraints and penal
sanctions do not reach. The law is sat-
isfied by restraining or punishing my il-
legal actions or unlawful conduct—it
does not purify my lieart or inflict re-
morse upon my conscience.

Whilst | may be externally a good and

orderly member of society, | may lie in-
ternally a wicked, designing, mnlicioM,
deceitful, and vindictive man, which may
ultimate themselves in a thousand way», |
without incurring the penalties of the
civil law. Society protects only my borfil,
and that in an imperfect way, but leaves
my moral and spiritual man a prey to its
worst passions and impulses. Beneath
this external civil life, which the penal-
ties and restraints of social order con-
serves; there is a wide field of moral and
spiritual life leftto the jurisdiction and
control of the sanctions of morality and
religion.

As the internal always developes and
represents itself in the external, we may
also expect to find all these states of the
internal mcral and spiritual man, truly
represented by external sanctions, institu-
tions, &c.; and those religious or spiritual
sanctions and penalties are more awful
and terrible as the duties they enforce
and the evils they restrain, are more im-
portant and more deeply rooted in the
soul—such' sanctions and penalties, for
instance, as God’s omnipotent wrath and
vengeance, his eternal reprobation or con-
demnation, everlasting hell fire, “outer
darkness,” “weeping, wailing, and gnash-
ing of teeth,” the Devil, Satan, fee. &c.

But an objection may here arise, viz:
That although the sanctionsand penalties
of civil society do not pass beyond this
life, or sphere of being, and are actual,
tangible, demonstrable realities, yet the
sectarian sanctions of morality and reli-
gion, for the most part, lie beyond this
life, and existing only in fancy, will never
be inflicted. To -which it is answered,
that for the pnrpos“e\of enforcing present
religious observances and moral purity, a
beliefin them is all that is required. And
we will hereafter show, that though a
phantas?/ to those whose spiritual minds
are opened, yet to those who need such
sanctions, these phantasies remain with
them after death, and are to them true.

We can conceive the Deity in noother
way, and under no other form, than that
of human. Henee, all mankind, whether
they acknowledge it or not, have anidea
of God as a man, with human reason, pas-
sions, and emotions. God is an organ-
ized, personal, intelligent, and emotional
Being. The passions and emotions which
we have in a finite degree, we ascribe to
Him in an illimitable degree. Hence our
idea of God is elevated and perfect, as we
are elevated and perfect; and ouridea
of his providence or government is har-
monious, wise, and good, as we are re-
generated and pure. We might trace
the idea of God, and his attributes, from
the rude conceptions of the savage, who
sees him only as a God of war and battle,
through all the various advances to tho
Unitarian theology. Through all wo see
the idea of the Divine character keep
pace with the mental, moral, and spiritual
development of the Auman oharaoter—
We know God in ne other way than in,
and by, and through our mental, moral,
and spiritual powers; and wo can con-
ceive him in no other light than as pos-
sessing like intelligence, passion, and
> emotion with ourselves, only amplified to
an indefinite degree. Our highest and
greatest ideal of human character is our
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inception of the Divine character. Civ-
ilization has civilized our ideas of God
and his providence, and our conception
fl,is attributes has become AttManca osi«
tnlirMened only in a humane and en-
lightened age of the world. Wo see
Jiiin ift our own image and likeness, and
praise and adore him as our Infinite </
Itisan undeniable truth that everyman
sees God according to his degree of in-
telligence and the state of his aflections.
A malicious, vindictive, and revengeful
man will see him as a vindictive and re-
vengeful God; a wicked and guilty man
will see him as an hngry God ; a jealous
man will see him as a jealous God ; and
aproud and ambitious man will see him
nsa proud and vain-glorious God, &c.,
and as he has omnipotent power to exe-
cute his purposes, their fear of him is
supreme. When, therefore, they have
indulged any of their evil passions, and
are overtaken by remorse, by an unfailing
law of their nature, theyfear the wraZA of
God, and see him only as a wrathful Be-
ing. When they transgress any of what
they conceive to be his divine ordinance,
theyfear and expect his omnipotent ven-
geance, and that he will (pursue them with
relentlessyindictiveness, until he satisfies
his anger and justifies, his character by
omnipotently retaliating; the aggression
and injiliy. Hence, their imaginations, |
stimulated by remorse and fear, have
originated eternal hell, lakes of fire and
brimstone, bottomless .pits, infernal re- |
gions, a personal devil, &c. &c., as Di- |
vine instrumentalities of omnipotent ven-
geance! These are the modes by which
God execateS"is wrathful and vindictive |
purposes—"iejanstraments :by which he
retaliates injury and aggression upon his
creatures—and have no other origin than |
the malice, intolerance, guilt, remorse,
jealousy, vindictiveness, and revenge of
undeveloped man. Thus, the evil human

passions given-by man to God, return rsejf, and the body without

upon him, or react, characterized by Om-
nipotence in their reaction. If he does
not praise, and adulate, and flatter him
as he himself would wish his dependents
todo, he believes he is jealous. If he |
LL does not thank him for all the blessings
lie receives, fie believes his justice and
gratitude to bb offéended. JT he Mas-
pliemes his name, he believes his dignity
has been impeached. If he does not ap-
pease him by prayer, and supplications,
and offerings, he believes he will be
cruel, and oppress him. In all which
cases his terror and alarm fancies those
awful instruments of Divine displeasure
putin force against him, to torture, pun-
ish, and destroy him. Now, what arc
those dread instrumentalities of God’s
wrath, bnt the representatives of our own
interiorly evil passions and impulses ?—
What are they but external embodiments
or exponents of our deeply_wicked and
unregenerate natures? Are they not
outbirths of our interior selves ? Just as
truly as our penitentiaries and dungeons,
jails and gibbets, are external representa- -|
tires of pur illigal conduct or anti-social |
behavior—i"dic«ringr pur malevolent and
diabolical spirits as truly as the fangs,
and daws, and actions of the beast of
prey indicates ite|jwel and destructive
cliaracter. ~ All yiterior evil thus ulti- |

they iose their restraining and coércive
| power over the heart, and then the man
_is left free te-indulge his worst passions
I'and impulses.
That these phamtoprss.of guilt and re-
morse, remain with the spirit after the
death of the body, $o long as the evil
state of the spiritrequires their salutary
| influence and control.
in those tremendous; instrumentalities, by
the evil mail, is by no means dissipated
at death, but he comes more and more to
realize them, as bLl,wickedness and de-
pravity are more quickened and ultimated.
W holly dependent upon, and outbirths of,
that evil state, he remains in the phantasy
so long as he remains in evil.
tie down upon his unquiet soul, like
awful
torturing and troubling RjR With 8very
appearance, of reality and truth.
made tHe victim of his own ezis; aatt er-

with their false and fatuous appearances
of reality, correcting and restraining his
evil purposes, and developing his spiritu-
al life.
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mates itselfin the external, from the veg- | of itselfcan make a heaven of hell, a hell
etable, with its poisons, and thorns, and of heaven.”
briars, to the animal with its weapons of The extent to which these phantasies,
offence and defence; and from civil lire, originated by evil and error, prevail in
with its jails and penitentiaries, its con- the other life, is fearful to think of—
stabulary and military, to sectarian re- They are the hells so vividly portrayed
ligious life, with its eternal hells and by Swedenborg, and itwill be interesting |
terrific devils! All are the results of in- to dwell briefly upon this subject. It is
ternal discord or evil, which, ultimating familiar knowledge, that the Pathetizer
itself thus, reacts With a salutary and re- can induce upon his subject snch belief
straining influence upon its source. and Visions as he wills to, compelling the
The use and purpose of those restrain- Sleeper, by his positive influence, to see,
ing agencies in civil life, is openly ap- believe, think, and do,J_ust as he W|Il_s.
parent. They protect the citizen from Thus he can make him believe he is
outrage, wrong, .and violence, by the SOmMe one else, orsome animal. He can
checks they put upon his anti-social deceive his senses—make him drink wa-
passions and inclinations. And associe- ter for wine, eat potatoes for oranges,
ty developes, regenerates, and harmo- Smell asafeetida. for cologne | can dazzle
nizes, there will be less necessity for his eyes by imaginary light, or deafen his
them, and they will mitigate and amelior- €ars by a mental scream. He can trans-
ate just as the cause of them is removed. fer him into this or that scene or place— |
At present they are Divine instrumentali- introducing him into an imaginary Para-
ties in the development and regeneration dise, or plunging and whirling him in
of society, indispensable to the conserva- dark and dismal abysses. In all which
tion of its existence and its passing to a the subject operated upon will suffer or
higher state. . enjoy just as much as though real, and
The use and .-purpose of the belief in know no otherwise than that it is all real,
and idea of the Divine wrath, jeolousy, Palpable, and actual. Similar is the phe-
and vengeance—-pf eternal hell, lakes of nomenon of incubus, or nightmare, in
fire and brimstone, the Devil and Satan, Wwhich the victim sees, hears, feels, and
&c. &c., are equally obvious. They Suffersall the horrors and alarms of the
bind the consciences of men, enter into phantasy, just as truly and poignantly as
their inmost souls, and restrain orstrangle though actual and waking. He is sunk
the evil purpose in the heart. They Vin dark chasms, where all hope of re-
check all the interior evil purposes and ascent is forever cut off; he is bound
passions, which-~the civil law does not hand and foot, and in the most imminent
reach, and exereise an omnipotent juris- and awful danger, and cannot move a
diction over all the affairs of conscience, step or even speak; he is drowning in
so that the restraining and coercive influ- deep waters, and cannot even make an
epees .of those.gy'Tu! sanctions upon the effort to save himself; he is torn in pieces
depraved and wicked heart of man, are by beasts of prey, and eaimot cry for help,
beyond all‘statement, tvast and important, nor resist: he is whelmed in “lakes of
and indispensable iueafis furnished by the fire and brimstone,’Sand his prayers and
wicked' agent iteeZ/j.in the progressive supplications, are not heard; the weight
development of. hisfspiritual nature. of twenty Atléntics are upon him, and he
But if the spirit is the very man him- cannot breathe—a word would save his
it only a life, and he cannot speak, for his lips are
corpse, and comingjinto the other life the forever sealed.
same man, with like evil purposes and The sense of truth and space, while in
passions," where these sanctions are per- those phantasies, are also fundamentally
ceived to be only theaembodiments of his changed; All things have a vaster, more
own spiritual state, then it may be thought awful, and more imposing appearance.
The impending danger is moreterrifying,
dismal, and sublime; the vortices more
immense, and, if 1 may say so, more bot-
tomless; the heavens far more exalted
and more immeasurable, and all things
invested with a silent and mournful so-
lemnity. Minutes are drawn outto years,
and hours to ages, and tlie sufferer some-
times undergoes years of terror, suffering,
and agony, in a single hour. 1 once
knew a somnambulist to fall intaa trance
when in a gloomy and remorseful state of
mind, when she fancied she fell millions
of miles into the nether regions, where
all was gloom, terror, and eclipse—-where
she was surrounded by the most frightful
forms and objects, filling her with trepi-
dation and alarm, and to crown all, her
ears were stunned by peal after peal of
harsh and grating thunder, that seemed
to reverberate and roll forever through
those doleful dominions—all which took
place while | was writing a single sen-
tence, on the table by her side, and the
thunder occasioned by the scratching of
my pen on the paper wlyle writing. On
another occasion, when in an unquiet and

Tolwmich it is replied,

Hence the belief

They set-

night-mares or terrific delusions,

He §

‘“The mind is its own place, and
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troubled etale of mind, she fell into a
trance, when she was hid away forever in
a dark and solitary place, beneath all cre-
ation, where tlie waters of n thousand
oceans, and the weight of a thousand
hills, were above her-—where she could
never see the “human face divine” again
—where none “in heaven above, or in
the earth beneath, or under the earth,”
could ever find her everlasting tomb, and
where she must remain for all enduring
ages to come—all which took place dur-
ing a few minutes,

I might cite'many more similar in-
stances of phantasy within my own expe-
rience; but all who have suffered the
agonies and frights of incubus or night-
mare,’will be able to appreciate those
horrid delusions which so vividly clothe
themselves with the appearances of real-
ity. No physical torture or suffering can
,compare with those moral and spiritual
terrors.  Their afflictions and punish-
ments apply themselves to the soul, and
are above and beyond time, and space,
and circumstance, and natural law. They
are tlie legitimate results of all evil states
of mind—of crime, remorse, fear, guilt,
sorrow and regret, just as truly as jails
and penitentiaries are the offspring of our
illegal or anti-social behavior, or the cru-
elty ofthe beast of prey the consequence
of its destructive propensities. Hence
all ourideas and belief about eternal hell,
God’s omnipotent wrath, lakes of fire and
brimstone, bottomless pits, personal dev-
ils, and all the sectarian hells, are huge
phantasies or night-mares, or immense
delusions begotten by our guilt, shame,
crime, -remorse, .fear,-.sorrow, and _regret.
They are fhe:we]i-poljcied jails and pen-
itentiaries of the spiritual world, which
meet out exact retribution to the guilty
offender, and by their chastisement re-
deem, purify, and regenerate, him from
his evils and errors, and qualify him-for
higher and holier spheres of life and en-
joyment. When the wicked and guilty
spirit comes into the other life, it comes
into the specific hells or phantasies of its
own eoil affections, and realizes its own
guilty state; and it. must be perfectly ob-
vious that none can come into those sec-
tarian hells but those whose wicked and
unregenerate states have induced upon
themselves the phantasy or belief, in their
reality. Those phantasies are, therefore,
the lot of those whose hearts and minds
make them believe in them, and are true
only to them. * * * *

But when the heart is purified from all
evil concupiscences and lusts—uwhen it is
warmed .and filled with a universal love
of mankind—when all its passions are
subdued, tranquilized, arid harmonized, at
peace with itself and .all the world, and
influenced only by sympathy, puy, benev-
olence, charity, love, and mercy, it can
never believe in the eternal misery of any
of its fellow beings, or their punishment
beyond what is necessary for their purifi-
cation and happiness, it cannot believe
that any of those whom it loves are un-
happy, and it sees God only as a pure,
perfect, and holy Being, as Divine Love
and Wisdom, who knows no anger, jeal-
ousy, wrath, or revenge, but u God who
loves all with a perfect love, infinitely
more strong and deep than any parent
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ever loved his children, and who cun, and
ttn'zZl, and does, save all in a heaven of
eternally increasing bentitudel—to do
good, and think truth his life and delight
—to love all, and to adore and love' God,
us manifested in all things, without fear-
ing him, his “meat and drink,” he feels
no guilt or shame, fear or remorse, regret
or sorrow, from whence spring those aw-
ful phantasies, and consequently needs
no such sectarian sanctions and restraints.
He dwells in the Eden of bis developed
and purified affections, comparatively ex-
empt from care, and sorrow, and trouble,
and enjoying more and more spiritual
freedom and happiness as his aflections
become more and more purified and ex-
alted.

When in the progressive development
of mankind, we all reach that exalted
state of moral purity and spiritual liberty,
there will be no longer eternal hells, nor
personal devils—no longer a wrathful and
vindictive God—but all those fearful in-
strumentalities that marked our day of
crime, will be but faintly traced in our
memories as a long-past sorrow.

; Pittsburg May 25,1851.

EDITORIAL.

BOSTON, SATURDAY, AUGUST 16,1851.

DISCORDANT COMMUNICATIONS.

It is worthy of notice that.mortals should
express surprise when they'find, that all of
Qodia™aws and works perfectly .corres-
pond. Inclmdhood ye form ideas of things
which we believe appertain to manhood,
and then when we reach manhood we are
surprised and disappointed to find things
altogether . different from what we had
imagined. Thus the traveller reads de-
scriptions of distant countries, which give
him an ardent desire tq see them. Buton
reaching the places about which he had
read so much, he does not find things pre-
cisely as he anticipated. Many things he
expected to see he does not find in exist-
ence at all; and other things which had
been painted to his imagination he finds so
very different from what he expected, that
he can scarcely believe that he has indeed
reached the land about which he had read
and thought so much.

Now, if it be difficult to obtain correct
views of foreign countries, of whose lan-
guage' we haye knowledge, and whose in-
habitants we may haye seen, may we not
well suppose it more so for mortals to ob-
tain accurate views of that worid, which
is so high, so much above the one we in-
habit, that ““the eye hath not seen it, neith-
er hath the ear heard, neither hath it en-
tered into the heart of man to conceive”
what its peculiarities are ?

Suppose that those who have hud the
best opportunities for testing what purports
to have come from the world of spirits, arc

ready, ifneed be, to admitmoat of the com-
plaints made s to the discord in the spirit-
ual communications. They are not, prob-
ably, more disappointed than all mortals
arc, when they die, and actually find them-
selves in that world, | no more believe
that any mortal ever did enter that world,
who Was not disappointed in some respects,
than 1 do that any mortal ever lived to
maturity in this world without being more
or less disappointed in many things in re-
spect to it.

However, let us look, now, at the posi-
tive, or bright side ofthis question. What
we call “discord” may be, after all, ‘shar-
mony, not understood/" At any rate, we
do not admit that any communications from
the spiritual world, however they may con-
tradict the popular- theology, or however
much they may disagree, one with another,
are really antagonistic, when viewed in
connection with what we have supposed to
be the grand desigk of God, in making
them. Not the production ofa new Bible,
nor a new explanation of the old one; not
to allow mortals the privilege of talking
personally, with the prophet Daniel, or the
Apostle Paul, or Bonaparte, Washington,
or Dr. B. Franklin; not to confirm secta-
rians in their exclusive notions; notto
raise up a new sect—we have enough of
them already. Atthe sametime | am free
to allow that I infer God’s design o bis
works, from what jl perceive he dees.
Others must, or may, do the same. AU |
assume is, that the most comprehensive
yiew of God's works must be necessary
for an accurate estimate of his design; and
hence those must be liable to errin their
views of God, who take isolated and partial
views ofhis doings. In judging, therefore,
of communications from the spiritual world,
it is obviously the safest course to look at
them as a whole, to contemplate them all
together. They come from a sphere which
\ve have not yet entered, and of whose
existence the great majority of mortals, up
to this time, have doubted. What man
most needs, therefore, is the conviction of
his immortality. He wants to be made
conscious of “an hereafter,” and to know
his true destiny. And the first thing de-
monstrated by these spiritual manifesta-
tions, is this great fact, that all AmTa» 4e-
iiigs, passing through, death, became spir-
its, and Uoe for everThis stupendous
truth has not yet taken sufficient hold upon
the aflections of mortals. No previous
“revelations,” to Jews or Gentiles, no
““visions” of ancient or modern “seers,”
were sufficient to attract the attention of
an external skeptical world." But now,
whether there be any spiritual world or not,
one fuel is quite manifest: these so-oalled
spiritual manifestations have brought more



(i(x human family to a firmbelief in ettch
I ( kotM, than were ever brought to such
,bdM before, in the same space of time.
jlere, then, we might rest, but we go
ferilterond affirm that these manifestations
|«i Mir harmonise perfectly, with the
peal design of God, in their production,
but they do also harmonize, when in thera-
<elves considered, far more than the tlieo-
logical sects do in this world. Thus:

1. The spirits all agree (as far as any
reports have reached us, from almost every
State in the Union,) as to man’s immortal-
ij. This is not merely doubted by “sin-
F1 ners" and “skeptics” out-of the church,
li hit some of the most conspicuous Bible
m | realots deny immortality to a large, or the
11 Ingest, portion af the human.race!

I 2. The discrepancies in”spiritual eom-
= mmications agree in demonstrating that
1 about man's future condition, which the
1 theological sects themselves are not agreed,
1 cither in believing or teaching. As, for
1 instance’ these sects affirm and deny the
1 sametilings in regard to man, and his state
If afterdeath. One says thespirit is annihi-
|1 Jated! Another says death is such a
1 change as makes man essentially different,
m| immediately afterdeath, in his moral char-
fl acter, from what-he was before.  Another
1 sectaffirm that .death renders a part of the
m liumanrace worse off, eternally, than they
m were when in this life! And most of the
m sects teach that: a Jihan's [ love may be
1 changed in a moment of time—that is, a
m man may steal, or commit murder, from
I thelore of it, and the,“ext moment, that
1 murderer may kneel down, pray, repent, be-
Il lieve in Jesus Christ, an'd rise up from his
| «nees“justified,” and as innocent as if he

1 had never sinned! ;

I We refer to these views here, because
1 they are such as the sects themselves have
I dways disagreed and disputed about. And
I aowitis clearly'manifest, that if there be
Il discord in tlie communications made, from
| the spiritual world, these very discords
settleone orTall of these questions in re-
11 spectto wmm and his Condition after death.
11 For while tlie spirits; .thken together, do
11 rotendow either of the sects, as such,
| aw their peculiar theological dogmas; yet
| thy do, (and perhaps without any con-
| scions design of their own,) unite in testi-

| that man’s, condition after death,
(though on the whole better, as he inhabits
ih-lkr sphere,) may be inferred from his
orlife in thisworld. "Hence, whatever
W ve may take of communications from
4» ipintoaj world, whether high or low,
good or.-ewlj harmonious lor discordant,
they make manifest tlie Divine who is
Goodness, Justice, and Truth itself; and
4(1» they should excite the gratitude ofall,
n they do Hot Haw's development and pro-

gression, what could-not be accomplished  Of tlie writer " dlhs.—*“Yes.” “Do you
in any other .way/ And thus it would now love the writer ofthis letter more than
seem: pver, and are you near to her [him] all the

1. Thatif spirits tnamfest themselves to  time?” “Yes, yes,'yes!” Very emphatic.
mortale at nil, the question aa to man’sim- “And shall 1 write an answer to this ef-
mortality is settled. . Man lives after death.  fect, 7”7 “Yes.” And so I did, and sent it

2. If We find as greut a variety in the to “I’hcbe Nlewelland I have permission
character',of the ¢.oniiniinications made by to refer to the following gentlemen, who
"mspirits, as there is known to be here in the were present, and who will make oath, if
character of'men before they die, or nearly necessary, to the truth of what is here
so, then it' must follow; that, the condition stated: Mr. S, B. Holden and Mr. Parker
'of Epifits after death ffilifet take its direction, Nichols, of Woburn, Mass.
or correspond with the.’ruling love or ihs Now, if that letter, was written to me
life;in this world.. The life here is the by a deceiver, we do not see how any other
germ of that which ie-devclopcd there ; the answer could be given consistently with
same as we say that the infant here isthe what all acknowledge to be the laws of
germ of the man which the infant makes spiritual affinity, which govern in responses
in .the process of time. from the world of spirits. Indeed, similar
I-.Other yie.ws wijll; ki “presented on this laws are developed where both parties are
.-subject; in suedeeding-numbers of this pa- in the external world. That is, if a clair-
Per- 1z voyant; or a person who is highly impress-
iblcj hold in his hands, a letter or manu-
script written by another person, he will,
in a little time, sympathize with, and act
out the character ofthe writer.

Bear in mind,-that the individual who
says he wrote that- letter, confesses that he
wrote it for purposes of deception. Nay,
he has boasted of his having falsified and
deceived in his questions at sittings with

Queries—"Is it>;?t|ht, generally, to ac-
cuse spirits; whom we have not seen, with
lying, upon,the testiUlony of lying mortals

-iwhomwe liave.-seen? That is, when a
mortal admits that he Himself has lied, for
the purpose of testing the spirits, shall we
accuse, the spirits with falsehood, on the
Jtestiinpny jof;that scl&cpnvicted mortal?”

- Sotiie allowance' may be made for cir-
cumstances, but we give to these queries a
decided answer in. the 'negative. We sup- the Fox girls, and other mediums, where
pose that when st mortal purposely deceives hefeigned the death of abeloved sister,and
he thus renders hirdaatf gnworthy of credit. | got falsehood in his jesponses. » And tak-
Hence it -seems to us that spirits whom we , in” -the pains he has, fo* decenm”what
have hot seen, and of, whom we know so should we "expect Infinite Justice would
-.yery little, should not be 'accused on slight - .meet but tiTa selfcionvicted 'deceiver like
pretences, and- scarcely, if>kver, upon the ; him My opinion is,' that he got precisely
resentations of mortals who are false. what he deserved in the'answer which |

Some time last winter 1 received a letter sent him. Of course, he tAougAtthat | fal-
from 'New York, desirin~to know if tlie sified the answer; but. in that he was egre-
spirit of ah adopted child of'the writer giously deceived, as really as he was when
would respond to it. | Had received many ' he thought he would find- out the truth
similar letters, Which 1 had- not answered, about the spirits by approaching them with
because | knew, from thqCfirst, how very a lie in his. mouth.
difficult it. must be to determine anything
as t0 the identity, either XK the writers or
the spirits' who 'might- respond to them.
But tliis-one happened to reach me while a
number of strangers wer&fiaying a sitting
in a room near my office. On opening the
letter 1 felt a curiosity to see what, tlie an-

swer miglit be, and so wdi)t into the room
where the sitting was held, and asked per-
mission of the circle to read 'the letter |
had just received from-New York. The
gentlemen present &vinced» corresponding
desire to ascertain what the-results would
be, and so they requested »he to be seated
at the table, when 1 put thd following ques-
tions, and received the-answers, which 1
wrote down, in reply: *“h.?there any spirit er that ever was, stand before Queen Vic-
here t6 answer this letter  dins.—*“Yes.”  toria, and should become rejuvenated 1”"—
“Did you come here from New York, with  They even assured him that “he should
this letter ¥ Ans.—V'Yee™ “Areyouthe wake, the next morning, with a complete
spirit here referred to as the adopted child | set of newly-grown teeth, while all his old

Watchman, What oy the Night?—
Multitudes, in various localities where the
spiritual manifestations are made, are press-
ing us with questions which it would afford
Us.pleasure to answer in detail, if we had
nothing else to do. One wants to know
“why his guardian spirits have failed to do
as they promised ?” Another asks “if he
shall believe what they say about A. J.
Davis, Swedenborg, and the devil ?”  We
answer, of course, you will believe anything
and everything spirits tell, you, if you do
‘'not know any belter. They told one man,
«in New York, that “he would circumnavi-
gate tho globe, beooine the greatest preach-
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ones would be found in tlie wash bowl!”

The mortal believed every word of it!
One of the “Auburn circle” of spirits,

purporting to be an “apostle,” assured Mr.

B. that he (Mr. B.) “would become cele-
brated in succeeding ages of the world, and
his name should be handed down to poster-
ity ason a level with that of St. Paul.” This
“Mr. B.” was one ofthe brethren who pub-
lished an ““Exposition of the Prophetic
Scriptures,” referred to Vol. |, pages 10
and 69. Mortals who love to swallow such
pills as these will find spirits enough to
prescribe them.

«And many there are, at this moment,
listening to communications purporting to
come from *“‘apostles,” “prophets,” “he-
roes,” “statesmen,” or under whatever
guise the spirits find will most flatter their
vanity or love ofthe marvelous. Well, we
must all learn; but Ao?, and when, and
where, each one must determine for him-
self. Our object is to assist all, in the col-
umns of this paper.

Foxroro’, Mass.—The editor delivered
two lectures in Cocassett Hall, last week,
to full and intelligent audiences, during
which sensible demonstrations were made
by spirits, so as to be witnessed by all who
were present.

The Harmonia! philosophy has many
true and firm friends- in Foxboro’, among
whom may be mentioned the Rev. Mr.
Slade, Messrs. Calvin and Erastus Pettee,
and others. Our visit to Foxboro’ was
most pleasant and delightful, affording us,
as it did, an opportunity of communing with
congenial spirits, in the body and out.—
May the circle in this place be increased a
thousand fold.

“Second Sight.”—In our second vol-
ume, page 119, we noticed the reports of
experiments said to have been made by
Mons. Gaudon, in New York, with his
nephew, While the latter was in a normal
state, and expressed our doubts, at the
time, as to the reliability of those accounts.
It has since come out that Mr. Gaudon
performed all those results by collusion.
Brother Ambler was not aware of this fact,
probably, when he quoted that account from
the Home Journal.

Correspondence.—Do not fail to read
the letters under this head. Facts are ac-
cumulating upon our hands, from almost
every locality where the spiritual manifes-
tions are made, which tend to impress us
with a sense of the great importance ofthe
information contained in the pages of this
paper, from week to week.

THE SPIRIT WORLD.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Poston, August 9, 1851.

Dear Sir,—From two letters published
in the last number of the Spirit World,
the following conclusions are forced upon
my mind:

1. That it is of the greatest impor-
tance that mediums should never be asso-
ciated, with, or influenced by, mortals who
are not perfectly truthful and good.—[See
the letterfrom Hcrveysburg, O., page 39.]

2. That some spirits are so vicious as
tofalsify and malignantly accuse mortals
of crimes, such as murder.—[<See the letter
from Dundee, Ill., page 38.]

This is painful to believe. But as facts
have come within my own knowledge,
confirmatory of those views, | beg leave
to state them.

I know a person, believed and acknowl-
edged by all who have known her from a
child, to be as pure, gentle, kind, and
truthful as a mortal could be, till she be-
came a medium for these sounds. Just
before, or very soon after she had these
manifestations in her presence, she be-
came accidentally associated with two
men, who have exerted an influence over
her, whether good or evil,- the candid
must judge. | do not suppose that either
party' have had any evil design; but
that the association has perverted the
mind-of that medium, I think is manifest
enough. One of the persons who have
exerted this influence over her, is a de-

cidedly wilful, stone-hearted man, whom .

she allows to call her “sister,” and to say
to others that she does “nothing without
consulting him?-" lhe. is her guardian,”
&c. The other person has been a State
prison convict, and him she allows to
Mesmerize Her. ) Of course, that once
amiable child, now partakes of the spirit
of those with whom she is associated,
loves what they love, and (temporarily, |
can but hope,) has now become deceitful
and false, having convicted herself of
falsehood, as may be seen by comparing
two articles of hers which have been pub-
lished, one in the Boston Daily Mail of
September 10, 1850, and the other in the
Spiritual Philosopher, page 110. As
might have been expected, communica-
tions have been made, through her, from
the spirits, about mortals, that have
evinced selfishness, falsehood, and ma-
lignity, not unlike the spirits in Elgin,
N.Y.

Now, Mr. Editor, it does seem to me
important that these things should be
known, especially when there are so many
among us who have no belief that spirits
ever did or ever can utter what is not
true! And can we not see the danger to
which mortals are exposed, when they
know no better than to receive what spir-
its affirm when they falsely accuse mor-
tals with such crimes as murder:

The evil to which I now allude, con-
sists in this—that when mortals like this
young lady and the medium in Harveys-
burg, O,, are once wi/hienced to a certain
degree, by discordant mortals or evil
spirits, they thus become so fascinated
and imbued with the disposition of those
who influence them, that their loves are
the same, and you cannot convince them
of their danger.

Whatever doubts may have heretofore
prevailed in respect to that influence,
known under the name of Mesmerism,or
in respect to the fact of obsession, |
think there is a reasonable prospect of our
having these question permanently set-
tled, certainly in the minds of all candid
people who are acquainted with the facts
which are published from week to week,
in the columns of the Spirit World,

Yours, fraternally, D.D,

Allegheny City, Pa., July 151851,

Mr. Sunderland,—Dear Sir; | now at
dress you as a familiar friend, Although
I have never seen you in the flesh, I am
with you in spirit | feel thatlamac-
quainted with you, and that we are lahor-
ing together in a noble cause, thoughyoa
are much my senior in the good work, as
well as in years.

| see the new lightis onward, and is
gaining ground everywhere. It carries
conviction with itinto the minds of the
unprejudiced, and is rolling onward in its
triumphant course like a mighty ava-
lanche, and is giving joy and happiness
to thousands of immortal souls, and lifts
to them the veil of uncertainty, and im-
parts to them a knowledge of the future
state. Go on, and may you have the
happiness of seeing much good done by
your instrumentality.

Yours, &c.,
J. B. Campbell.

Prowfence, B. I., 20,1851,

Dear 8ir,—~The following extract is
from an article originally published in
the Spirit Messenger, and quoted by you
into the Spirit World, Vol. 2, page 173.
It is on the “Tendency to Fanaticism,”
signed “C.” [supposed to be Mr. E. W.
Capron, one of the writers of the “Histo-
ry and Explanation of the Mysterious
Noises and Communion with Spirits in
the Nineteenth Century.’7] This writer
says:

“Such enthusiasts are sensitive in the
extreme, when the right ‘to try the spirits’
is insisted upon; and they will declare
everything to be direct from the ‘angels,
and all true and correct, until some
Thebe Newel’ dispels the illusion, and
proves that it is sheer fanaticism to count
our present mode of communicating with
spirits perfect, and that we find deceiving
spirits in the flesh, as well as ignorantand
unreliable ones out of it. Althoughwe
should make all due allowances for
these unfortunate organizations,weshould
equally pity the cause which they may
attempt to publicly advocate.”

Now, what 1 want to know is:

1. Who are the “enthusiasts” whom
we are thus called upon to “pity?” and
whether “C.” himself was not one of this
class, till he was better informed byread-
ing the “Spiritual Philosopher?”

2. Whether this writer is not himself
as much indebted to “some Phebe Now-
el” as those “unfortunate organizations”
to which he refers?

3. Where, in Mr. Capron’s book, we
we put on our guard against “deceiving
spirits ?”  Indeed, | have yet to learn that
Mr. “C.” ever knew or suspected anything
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«nnreliable” on the part of epints, till lie
os warned of thie fact by those whom
he now thinks “have too little philosophy
to give rational and cotnmon-sense ex-
planations of the matter, and too little
penetration to avoid being imposed upon
|k designing and dishonest skeptics.”

For myself 1 cannot forget that the
first arution that I ever read against the
“reliability” of spirits, | found in the first
nnmber of your paper, and one which |

have looked for in vain in the “Spirit

Il Messenger,” and other papers devoted to

n
1} seen repeated in almost every succeeding

this subject; buta caution that | have

And now,

| j lyearafte. at this late day, it is curious

tosee this Mr. “C.” availing himself of

the advantages afforded him by that cau-
tion, by detracting the friendly source
whence it originated.
Yourafor G. J. T< E. G.
Bridgeport, Ci., July 20, 1851.

Dear Sir—We hope you may go on
your way rejoicing. You shall have our
sympathy and assistance.

Spiritual truths are constantly devel-
oping in this vicinity. You would be
amazed if | should recount to you some
ofthe manifestations that have been given
here, in some ofour circles, of late. The
skeptic, here, now Stands perfectly non-
plussed, while new and startling revela-
tions are constantly going on, that are
awakening up here a deep and abiding
interest in these mysterious-demonstra-

tions. Yours truly,
Mk ..S. Seeley.

Lamar, ill.," Juli/20, 1851.
Mr. Sunderland,—Dear Sir: | am hap-

i pytoassure you that the good cause is

spreading, very fast .in this region of
country. Mediums are multiplied in ev-
ery direction.
Yours, truly,
JOHN H. MUDGET.

Piketon, Ohio., July 28,1851.
Dear Sir,—I have taken your paper
long enough to become iinvolved in deep
suspense in regard to those matters—and
I'here enclose one dollar, wishing to take

Angola, N. r., July go,

Mr. Sunderland,—1 feci highly grati-
fied in having the opportunity of reading
your paper. | have been accustomed to
perusing a great many papers, hut | must
say that (which | think is duo to you,)1
never was more pleased timn with tlio
reading of the Spirit World.

Yours, &c>, + Thomas Gale.

The money has been received.—Erf.

Bangor, Me., July 31, 1851.
Brother Sunderland,—Our hearts are
made glad, at last! This day we have
communicated with the glorified spirits
by the alphabet, for the first time| We
have had the rappings, one year from last
April, in my house. In March last we
formed our- circle,, with three, and it has
tincreased to fourteen truth-loving and
truth-seeking souls, and many more want
-to join us. Olir.Harmonial brothers and
sisters in ,other places,, who are using the
means to obtain',communications, need
not despair. ThéyJsliall “reap, if they
faint not.” So thespirits tell us.
Brother Sunderland, how is it that we
have been toiling arid desiring to commu-
nicate with.the spirits in bliss, and have
:not been suc'cessfuRbefore this? If we
had the sagacity that* C. C. B. and G.
have, no doubt we Should have rapped
out with our toes as good a communica-
tion, by.this time,"as-. they have. | have
received, a communication from my broth-
er in the-, spiritual .wprld, that could not
‘be snapped out by thp- toes. He spelled
out t0 me, “I want you tp know that this
new faith is right, and it will soon be de-
veloped, and all mankind may come and
receive light and salvation, that will.”
Haying had doubts in tiiyiiriind, in regard
to this new faith, the above, from my
brother; hassrémoved every shadow of
doubt, arid I:bless God and the holy spir-
its for- this new-faith. 1| wai directed to
send this to be put in the”Spirit World.
Yours, for more light arid truth,
RaciieiSGreenlaw.

. Chilicothe, OhioNJuly 31,1851.
Dear. Sir,—I1 send you,! herewith, an

called for, and these words spelled out in
presence of many respectable witnesses:
‘Brother, you shall see signs and won-
ders.’

While sitting, to-day, | had many im-
portant sentences rapped out to me touch-
ing the immortality of the soul and man’s
final destiny. 1hoy say that all spirits
are not happy now, but all will finally at-
tain infinite happiness and purity, and
that not one of Adam’s race will stiffer
endless punishment. There is not ohe,
no matter how low or degraded, but con-
tains the germ of angel purity. The
circumstances and influences that sur-
round it may be unfavorable to its devel-
opment, but this furnishes fio proof of its
absence. It must, some time, and ac-
cording to the eternal purpose of Him
who made it, grow into beauty and per-
fection.

There are four different places where
the rappings are heard in Ripley, and the
answers touching the above questions are
all in perfect harmony.

Very respectfully, yours, &c.

L. G. Palmer.

Sauguoit, N. Y., Aug. 2,1851.

Friend Sunderland,—Satan, or some
other wicked; discordant spirit, is very
busy in this section Ofthe “Empire State.”
Some time since | informed you that two
or three persons had been shut up in the
Lunatic Asylum, at Utica, in consequence
oi getting crazy about the “rappings.”

A few days ago | was informed that a
respectable lady of my aennaintance. liv-
ing about two miles from my residence,
had also become deranged from dealing
with the spirits; and her neighbors say
that we all deserve the severest punish-
ment for having anything to do with the
spirits. If we had a few more of the
Rev. Cotton Mather stamp, we might
have the pleasure of a pleasant swing
into eternity, with a rope around our
necks. These pious neighbors have for-
gotten that two ofthis lady’s sisters have
been crazy—one from getting over-excit-
ed about religion, and the other about a
love affair between her and a minister of
the Gospel! AU that passed off quietly

as “God'’s providences.”

Yesterday | learned that a Universalist
preacher in Bainbridge, N. Y., was under
the control of an evil spirit. He will not
answer to his- own name, but will answer
readily to the name Almeda; and he says
that he is Almeda, henceforth and forev-
er. Another man, in Winfield, N. Y.,
has been deranged for some time. The
circumstances are these; He said that
the spirits caused his hand to write, and
made him dance, walk like a Broadway
dandy, &c. Ono evening ho invited
some fun-loving boys to his house, to see
him dance a /a spirits. The spirits sot
him to dancing, according to promise, and
he continued his waltzing for hours, amid
the shouting, laughing, rolling, and tum-
bling of his audience; and finally the
spirits danced him into delirium!

Other persons are made to get out of
their chairs, assume the attitude of a
preacher, and reel off a long discourse-
all done by spirits! Others will ascribe

extract from a letter from a correspondent
of one. of our citizens, giving an account
of the progress of spiritual manifestations
at Ripley, which | think your readers will
be pleased to be apprised of.
Yours, very sincerely,
Clement Pine.

| itanother year, by which time, | presume,
| the matter will be put to rest, as regards

all candid persons.

Our sectarian papers, out West here,
are hard down upon everytiring of a spir-
itual nature, that does not quadrate with
their Jong-cherished dogmas. Among the
last objections in the RELIGIOUS paper
which 1 take, (the Presbyterian of the
West,) is “that most of its believers are
Infidels!” A strange solicism, indeed.
But even take them at their word, that
they were Infidels, is there nothing gained
by converting an Infidel to a belief in
the immortality of his spul, and of his
accountability to the Christian’s God ?

Mr. Burr lias been lecturing near here,
and has exploded the mutter to the full
satisfaction of the disbelievers.

I will not trespass longer upon your
lime, but suppress many things that 1|

should wish to say, and enquire about.
Yours, &c.
0. 1. Phetps, M. D.

Ripley, Ohio, July 27, 1851,

— “I have had nftmy demonstra-
tions since you left here; and the promise
of many more soon, or as soon as it is
proper for me to receive them. My large
dining table was moved-some thirty or
forty times, and a man sitting on the ta-
ble. 1t moved frequently, without the
medium touching it. | have had several
sentences and CQmmuhications spelled
out, and tokens of love and affection writ-
ten out to me, of the most refined and
elevated character. Last night | was
communicating with a brother who has
been in the spiritual world more than
seventeen years. The alphabet was
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a cold chill to spirits, and also all sorts of
impressions and inclinations!

Now 1 cannot admit that all this comes
from spirits, but it is getting quite fash-
ionable, in some sections to ascribe all
sorts of phenomena to spirits from the
upper spheres. | think we ought to be
extremely cautious in our investigations
of this matter, and consider that human
beings have nervous systems that are
sometimes affected by their own spirits;
and we should understand what apper-
tains to congenital tendencies in the tem-
peraments of different persons, before we
attribute all these strange results to re-
mote and supernatural causes.

Your friend, as ever,
T. A. Hoit

MISCELLANEOQUS.

SCIENCE, EDUCATION, HEALTH.

““BIOLOGY A HUMBUG.”

Our readers will remember tlie account
we. published, of a communication pur-
porting to have been made by the spirit
of Dr. B. Franklin, in Cleveland, Ohio, in
which the spirit declared that a certain
subject had been called “Biology, for
purposes of humbug.” In the thing it-
self, freed from the' rubbish with which
it has been surrounded, we all believe.

But to what an extent it has been abused
and perverted, under the misnomers of
“Biology,” “PsychologySic., laut féw,
probably, can have any just conception.
Lecturers have been inducted into the
“secret” of “pressing the ulner nerve,”
and saying “All right,” for fifty dollars,
a head; and thousands have given from
three to ten dollars each, for the pretended
“secret” of knowing how to enact the
farce described to the life, in the follow-
ing account It is from the Boston Mu-
seum of March 16, 1850, and was written
by Ossian E. Dodge, the vocalist. Mr.
Dodge has assured us that it is no fancy
sketch, but describes what did actually
take place:

“Twenty-five miles from Montpelier
the cars pass through Richmond, a small
town, containing about fifteen hundred
inhabitants.

W hile stopping at the hotel of Hodges
& Hapgood-—a very good house, by the
way—we had the pleasure of witnessing
a few experiments in “Psychology,” that
threw all Boston demonstrations entirely
in the shade; A disciple of the “new
science” having visited the town for the
purpose of sounding the inhabitants and
procuring a hall in which to deliver his
lectures, a few tests were called for to

convince the unbelievers, when, with a
self-sufficient and confident air, the Pro-
fessor distributed his coin among the
motley group that was assembled in the
bar-room to see the miracles; and in a
few minutes a large, bony, dark-colored,
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swarthy, and elephant-framed Frenchman
was discovered to be “All right.”

“Now, my dear fellow,” said the Pro-
fessor, in that quick and nervous style lor
which lecturers on that subject are so
celebrated, “now, sir, you think you can
open your eyes, but you can’t open your
eyes, you can’t open your eyes—but now
you can! All right! all right! But
your feet are on fire, sir. Don’t you see
they’re on fire—tlie flames flapping all
around your legs, sir? Jump for your
life,sirl Jump for your life! But its
out now, sir. All right! all right! Now
somebody is pouring buttermilk down
your back! It keeps running down your
back| Don’t you feel it running down
your back ? Of course you feel it running
down your back! It's buttermilk all the
time running down your back! But it
don’t run any more, sir; it don’t run any
more. All right! all right! But, hillo!
what's that on the inside of your panta-
loons ? It's a weasel, sir; it's a weasel!
Don’t you see it's a weasel ?  Of course
you see it's a weasel! ' It keeps all the
time running up and down your legs!
It's a weasel, sir; it's a weasell But
{snaps hisfingers) all right! all right!”

During the performance of these scien-
tific, wonderful, and startling experiments,
the spectators lookeddn with wonderful
surprise and amazement, to think that
anything human could have the power of
controling the senses of a man in his
waking state; and some few remarks of
wonder and encouragement being made,
the Professor now ventured to perform
on the nervous system, by straightening
out the Frenchman’s arm, with the hand
parallel'with the shoulder, and then, in
his .usual quick and rapid- manner, ex-
claiming:

“There, you .can’'t bend yo.ur arm!—
Don’t you see you can’t bend your arm ?
You can’t bend your arm! you cant bend
your arm! you can’t bend your arm ! you
can’'t bend ydur arm! -you can’t bend your
arm! JVbw you can bend your arm!
{snaps hisfingers.) All right! all right!
Now; -sir, double up your fist, and hit me
right in the mouth. Right here, sir, right

here, between my nose and chin. But
you can’t dé it, sir; you can’'t do it. You
think you can do it, but you can’t. Your

fist will fall right down, sir ; right down!
But hit me if'you can, sir; Right here,
right he ”

Chug went the Frenchman’s fist, and
away went the Professor, pell-mell, tum-
bling over a large stove, two chairs, and
half a dozen urchins. The boys raised
a cry of fire, and the Professor that of
murder; and amid the din of both and the
suffocating smoke, the Frenchman disap-
peared. The Professor left in the eve-
ning train, and said he regretted exceed-
ingly that his engagements were such
that it precluded the possibility of his fa-
voring the town with a course of lectures.

A building in Albany is to be obtained
for the purpose of putting the State Asy-
lum for Idiots into immediate operation,
the Legislature having provided $6000 a
year for two years, for its support. It is
thought that Dr. Wilber, of Barre, Mass.,
will be elected to instruct the asylum.

Packet ship Devonshire, at New York,
on Saturday, from Liverpool, brought 12
Hungarian officers of distinction, who
were associated with Kossuth, including
Lieut. Col. Fockner, Major Biro, and
Capt. Alrnady.

Jenny Lind has concluded her series
of concerts, and is now atBrooklyn, N.Y.
She will probably spend some months
more in the United States. Bclletti and
Benedict sailed for Europe in the Atlan-
tic, on Wednesday.

The return of the steamship Atlantic
at New York on Sunday, after an absence
of eight months, was greeted with demon-
strations ofjoy by throngs of people.
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J. DAVIS'S NEW WORK.—BELA.
* MARSH, No. 28 Cornhill, has for sale,
he Great Harmonia, being a Philosophical
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