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THE TRUE IMAGE OF GOD.

The speculations of Mr. Fernaid on the !

abject of the Personality of God, were
read by me with engrossing interest |
was pleased to find that a problem which
has vexed my own mind and heart; had

been investigated with the same freedom

. withwhich I had myself examined it. The

!
i
|
i

difficultiesthat have oppressed Mr.Fernald

I have felt inall their weight.
say that | have attained that fepresenta-

tionof God in which I shall finally rest;
but I have come to.certain conclusions
resembling his in many points, though in
others differing so widely that heinight,
perhaps, think that the .points of agree-
ineut between us might Well go for
nothing.

Itis a characteristic of the theology of
the day, that its .representatives of the
Supreme Being set the head and heart of
religious men at variance. While multi-
tudes repose thoughtlessly, and of course
quietly, in the current orthodoxy, many,
like Strauss, have in thought resolved the
Infinite God into an unconscious princi-
pie, and virtually denied the possibility
ofrational worship. Others, taking alarm
ittheaudaciooMonelusions of the spec-
ulative intellect, when exercised without
the restraint of authority in the form of
written or oral tradition, have taken re-
fuge in the dogmatism of the Roman
Church, or in the doctrine of the Plenary
Inspiration of Scripture. Those who,

like Strauss and Feuerbach, resolve all
worship into an expression of human
veakneas, and therefore call for the repu-
diation of religion—and those, on the
other hand, who, like Pusey and Father
Aevman, hold all free thought to be an
impiety—at least show by the extrava-
gance of their doctrines, at once the in-

efficiency of either of the extreme views

losatisfy the religious sentiment, and the

strength of the pressure which is sunder-
ing the religious world into two great

parties.

The ultimate cause of this pres-

sure is to be found in the fact of the evo-
lution in the world's mind, of a more true
bl satisfactory representation of God
ffian lias ever hitherto been accorded to

man; The great helps to the develop-
ment ofthis new ‘idea of God, have been
thé'discoveries Tape in Astronomy, Ge-
ology, Psycfiologyjfnd Biblical Criticism,
within the last halfecontury. These dis-
coveries haye .resulted in setting before
the thinking men of the world a marvel-
ous deficiency; andjswiadeguideness in the
yiéws of wan and God, which are sacred
to. Roman Church and Protestant tradi-
tion. Hence, each”™of the above-named
sciences has produced its own skeptics to
the .popular Christianity. Many, like
Schlegel, and Néwjman, and Brownson of
our own country, made skeptics by a dil-

I cannot 1gent.study of Scifpture, and fearing to

lose altogether~éd.and Immortality, have
made a sudden halt in their speculations,
and laid hold of authority as an anchor of
faith. .Others, like'Strauss and hijsfellow
theologians in Germany who advocated
the philosophy of Hegel, have gone on
boldly to rthe land’'s .*nd—inquiring for
God and Inhnortality, without being able
to.find either. The skeptics of the Psy-
cological school, and those who have be-
come skeptics to the o]d faith by observ-
ing the moral short-comings of the church
"and churches, are the- only classes who
have been' able to retain faith in God and
Immortality,and have come forth from their
oLd views, plumed anil ready for a higher
flight and a nobler religious progress. On
these last classes of new-born believers
rests the glorious duty of'opening to the
world the light Of a new age, of removing
effete and noisome errors, and introducing
order into the chaos ofreligious opinions.
With them rests th~hope of receiving
and effectually cotnipunicating to the
world, that idea of God which shall satis-
fy at once the head and the heart of man.
I would essay briefly my own representa-
tion of God, | therefore tabulate his at-
tributes as demanded by noy heart, and as
affirmed or denied by' my head.
The heart demands that God be:

1. Z/naginaWe.
2. Picturable in visible forms,
3. Capable oftransient appearances to

particular persons: a—By conversation
and language; 6—By signs and wonders.

4. Changeable in tlis moods towards
us, according as we change toward Him:
a—-Capable of anger without limit; b—
Capable of love without limit.

5. Omniscient and. omnipotent in all
the means of good or evil to us.

There are very beautiful representa-
tions of all these attributes in the older
books of the Bible. Thus ofNos, j, 2—
Gen. iii: 8, “And they heard the voice of
Jehovah Elohim walking in the garden in
the cool of the day,” Gen, xi; 5, “And
the Lord came down to see the city and
the tower which the children of Ten
builded.” Exodus xix: I, “For in the
third day the Lord will come down in the
sight of all the people.” Dent, vs 4,
“The Lord talked with youface to face in
the Mount, out of the midst of the fire”
Exodus, xxxi: 18, “Two tables of Testi-
mony, tables of stone, written with thefin-
ger of God.” The Pentateuch is full of
representations of attributes Nos. 3and 4.
“The mighty works of God,” as exhibited
in the Old Testament, illustrate attributes
No The pillar offire, anil cloud, and
the rainbow, represent God as appearing
in signs. In antagonism to these attri-
butes of God, as demanded bythe heart,
the intellect asserts that God must be:
1. Imaginable, but notadequately pic-
turable to the senses.
2. Incapable of transient appearances
from change in Himself; incapable of
special communications by any language

or signs.

3. Incapable ofvarying moods towards
men.

4. Incapable of tontféng, because he

is all the while conscious of all that is
possible.

5. Omnipotent and all-gQO(k

Now it is remarkable that of the attri-
butes of God demanded by the common
heart of man, we are capable of such an
education, religiously, as to dispense with
(those in. the first table, marked) Nos, 2,
3,4; and many profoundly religious men
can be fougd among us, to-day, who have
a soulLsoothing sense of God, and are rid
of them all in their belief. The history
of the Jews till the time of the Babylon-
ish captivity, was the history of the strug-
gle of the national mind to- rid ilsttf of
the feeling that God must be piciurabie.
The astonishment ofthe Roman General,
Pompey, at finding' no image of God when,
he had penetrated to the inner sanctum
of the templo, is an amusing and. instruc-
tive proof how fur the Jewish mind had
outgrown the religious notions of the
most powerful people on earth. The de-
mand of a picturable God is the root of
the idolatry now so detestable to Mahom-
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medan or Jew. It seems to me it was
never very acceptable to Jesus. Swe-
denborg virtually teaches it, and Mr. Fer-
naid, |1 think, formally adopts it. How-
ever, the craving of the human heart for
a picturable God is the foundation of the
doctrine of the Incarnation.

If 1 could admit the possibility of any
adequate, moniform image of God, |
should agree with Swedenborg that there
is a single specific and imaginable Form,
in which God eternally appears to the
spiritualty adult man; For the admission
of the possibility ofsuch specific Form of
God involves the admission of its reality,
inasmuch as the nature of God is such
that all that is possible in regard to Him,
is necessary. He w and does every in-
stant, all He can be and do. Now it is
surety impossible to demonstrate that God
has a specific Form or appearance, pe-
culiar, and solely peculiar, to Himself ;-for
the very simple reason that if God have
such a Form, it is self-evident that he has
it. If Mr. Fernaid’s position be true,
then he should not attempt to prove it
He should either say it needs no proof,
or verify it on the testimony of an unim-
peachable and infallible human witness.
But here it behooves us not to fall into
the opposite error, and affirmthat because
it is not self-evident to us, it is therefore
untrue. Because many truths may be
self-evident to a fully grown mind, which
are not so to an immature mind. The
axioms of mathematics are not self-evi-
dentto a child; and there may be propo-
sitions-conveying an intelligent sense to
minds capable of-conceiving them, but
incapable of seeing them to be self-evi-
dent?' Becausé”therefofey,tfié proposition
—God is invested with a specific Form—
is indemonstrable, it does notfollow that
it is untrue. But itisstrong presumption
against it, that so few cap see it to be
self-evident So that if the proposition
be true, it can be1introduced intothe
world’s faith only on the testimony of
that ever-increasing number that shall
grow up to see. it.to be self-evident.

Admitting it to be true, as Swedenborg
affirms, that God. is eternally invested
with a specific Form, two propositions
may be most certainly affirmed in regard
to that Form:

1. It could never, through any act of
God, transiently appear for limited peri-
ods only. The reason is this: whatever
is an essential attribute of God is insus-
ceptible of varying stales by act divine.
That divine appearance must have been
from eternity to eternity. Indeed, a voli-
tion on the part of God, originating and
ending in time, is a sheer absurdity.-—
With bod, to be, that is. His to love, is to
will. His being is a willing, because it
is aliving. The human universe, that is
to say, tine universe, perpetually rises be-
fore God, because he loves and longs for
it.
2. This Form of God could never be-
come, for limited periods, personal, or in-
carnated in one only human form. The
reason is the same as that just given.
Fhere ”"an no novelties in the life of
the Deity  The impersonation of the
Form or God must always have existed
and always have been incapable of incar-
nation for limited periods; because a

THE SPIRIT WORLD

temporary incarnation would be some-
thing new to God himself. The author
of the fourth Gospel saw this, and makes
his Jesus assert his pre-existence ; ,but he
does not get over tile difficulty, for the
assumption of a body by the Logos, was
tantamount, on the part of the Deity,
to the adoption of a new attribute. So
the psuedo-John’s rejection of the mirac-
ulous conception, relieved him of one
embarrassment only to plunge him into
another. The evangelists' made Jesus
Son of God by investiture ; the pseudo-
John makes the Logos the increate Son of
God, who deigns to become Jesus, but
not by miraculous conception, for the
very object of that conception was to
represent the creation of a new man, who
should be relieved of earthly taint .by
having only one human parent.

I cannot, therefore, admit with Mr. Fer-
naid, that Jesus was the eternal imper-
sonation of the Form of God. If he were,
he ought, logically speaking, never to
have been born. Nor, if I admitted,
with the pseudo-Jbhn, that the Form of
God was impersonate in what Philo and
the Alexandrian Platonists call the Logos,
should 1 allow that he was temporarily
incarnate in the person of Jesus. Indeed,
I should be compelled to believe that this
Form of God could be nothing other than
an appearance of God visible solely in the
heavens, and to such on earth s were or
are sufficiently spiritually mature to see
it. Its personality as a thing distinct
from the divine personality, would be also
an impossibility. This Form would be
to me the Spiritual Sun which Sweden-
borg describes as always visible to the
angels.

Even if this Form of God be imagina-
ble, it would not follow that it would be
adequately pictiirable in colors and shades,

. or that any conceivable picture would

satisfy the mature religious sense. At
an early‘era in the world, a picturable
Form of‘God did satisfy the religious
sense, and the Baal or sun-worship had
something of dignity and grace. We
may hope that multitudes found in the
adoration of the sun a satisfactory glimpse,
at times, of the unutterable glory of God.
Blit are we to return thither, once more,
to-day ?

I have thus far gone on the assumption
that this asserted Form of God, which is
invisible to the senses, is a reality to a
sense yet undeveloped. It remains to
inquire whether the-jieurt really needs to
conceive of God as invested in a specific
Form, to satisfy its craving for Him.

That man, in ages past, his- desired a
conceivable God,, is a fact. It is a fact
that the more tangible and palpable his
God is, the better is p, rude man of strong
religious impulses satisfied. But the
major part of the modern civilized world
can now dispense with a visible God.- In
countries under the sway of the Roman
church, however, a vast multitude of gods,
in the shape of saints and angels, has
usurped the place of the one God. The
worshippers are polytheists, but their dei-
ties are canonized prien and women.—
These facts ought pot to bo considered
conclusive in proof that a specific, imag-
inable Form of God will always be de-
manded by the heart of man. One ele-
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ment, at least, of true Worsfrip isthe spon-

taneous aduration of something incon-

ceivable. The Infinity of Power, Wis-

dom, Love, is quite credible; but utterly

unimaginable. We can know each of
these attributes' to be infinite, but if we

Could imagine them limited, we could

never worship God. W e cannot adore
aught that we can distinctly imagine or
conceive. Full faith that there is an In-
finite Goodness, is one form of true wor-
ship—a faith that does not require its vo-
tary to worship “in this mountain, nor
yet at Jerusalem.” | have metwith very
few possessed of such a faith. But I find
great numbers who think they have true
faith imGod, and the strongest proof they
will give me of it, is a kind of night-mare
persuasion of the ubiquity of an omnipo-
tent devil. But in such, a true sense of
God is yet dormant. Another element 6f
true worship is sympathy with God in
His love to men. If I love my fellow-
man, then 1 inspire the blissand peace of
God, and the currents of His blessedness
circulate through me. For the soul of
man is the bourne whence God's bliss
flows back to Himself again. Soif I
love my fellow, if my joy consists in
making him happy, then | come into con-
tact with God. | sympathize with Him;
I trust in Him; 1 feel a presence which
no image can adequately embody. The
more of good-will | pour out to man; the
more. does God, by a back-door, as it
were, enter my inmost soul. Thus we
know God by trusting in an Infinite Good-
nesst—by being borne on its billows, and
-wafted onwards into the unknown deeps
of eternity. What matters it to me
whether | ean ever; Conceive of God in a
Form? | can feel Him,.though I may
never be able to imagine Him. How He
looks upon me, how He looks upon Him-
self, how the human universe appears to
Him, I cannot conceive adequately. 1
know by feeling that he loves ns all—
loves us truly and fondly. But if lam
assured of this, | am content | can
worship, and | can rest in my worship,
If hereafter I should see Him in a Form,
it would be joy unspeakable ; but | have
no assurance that I evershall. If | shall
not, 1 shall touch Him in my soul, and my
inward life will be in contact and sympa-
thy with His for evermore. Gob is,and
I am immortal. What more can | ask?
That ocean of the Divine Love and Wis-
dom, shoreless and fathomless, bathes me
and carries me in its bosom, and shall
carry me and all I love, when the last
glimmer of the stars shall have paled, in
the voids of space.

Let me, in conclusion, express my
great satisfaction in the reading of Mr.
Fernaid’s lectures. If 1 have uttered
with freedom, views antagonistic to his,
it lias been with no desite to stir upa
controversy upon points on which we
may differ. We hold in common to the
personality of God, and believe with ou
emphasis that He is love. D. L.

July 30, 1851.

The noblest spirits are those which turn
to heaven, not in the hour ofsorrow, but
in that ofjoy; like the lark, they wait for
tho clouds to disperse, to soar up in their

native element.
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Aye, itistrue. We may not think it,
| butitiseven so. \_I/_Ve may not Seg themi
vsee us. 4 Mey are round us a
rbn%tmm%d -noon, alr:fyevgnti g, ~both
while we wake, and while, we fsleep '
They efe with tis alike when we axe
thinking of goodness, and trying to grow
up into the expansion andy felicity of
j heaven, and .when we grovel amid the
| loir pleasures of earth, insensible to high-
erjoys, and careless whether we ourselves

'j aepossessed oi spiritual natures or are
.| aught more than the perishing clods on
| which wetread. They are ener with us.
[MNo are—who are these spirits ? Have

| weever had alight to do with them ? and
| may we hope to have more? O, fond
I exslacy of delight, to know the deep bliss
" of this answer! They are our friends—
| those who once loved us, and who still
j love us—who were once with us, and are
yetwith us.' They are the dear ones of
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pray to be left alone? O, 'no!
own sakes, wo will say, No.

love that binds the angel and human
By the
deep gratitude We feel toward our spirit-
ual helpers, for the tench they have done
By the insatiate | of monopolies.

races together, wo will say, No.

for Tis already,, No.

craving of our souls for higher good, No."

By. the instinctive longing of our natures
for immortality, No.f And by the unutter-
able yearning of pur whole being to as-
cend, to mount- ppward into the very
heavens, and resthot till we nestle close
in the bpsom of ike; Almighty Love—by
all these, No,, No, (No. O no, we will
not dare to stand-alone, but we will say
to these holy ones of the upper skies, Be
ye ever .with us \r:

Gome; then, spirits! Come and dwell
with the earth-chil'dren. Come and dwell
with the meek and lowly of this far-off,

"mundane sphere!~Gome and help us

live! ;A3pme anff~feach us to worship!
Come and uiakecW&true, pure, and holy,

For our ' war, confiscation of property, and car-
By the; nage; and it assists to promote successful

military chieftains, without regard to oth-
er merit or demerit, to the. responsible
position of emperors and governors.

It sanctions the monarchical despotism
It smiles with silent ap-
probation upon the conflict between La-
bor and Capital. It permits the present
unjust remuneration of the toiling mil-
lions. It permits them to live from day
to day without the least guarantee of a
home in case of pecuniary adversity or ill
health; and more than ally itopenly and
emphatically sanctions the dark and fear-
ful sin of human slavery!

It deforms and enslaves, but it. does
not ireform and emancipate the human
mind from the confinements and mournful
influences of Sectarianism. Its influence
is hot positive and reformatory, but it is
merely negatively restraining. ~ Itopposes
almost every measure or movement which
originates with the peopl\ Itengenders

| our former, affeetion, to whom our soulsm till we shall grow up to be angels with melancholy and. erroneous conceptions of

j were once knit, and with whom we used
to walk, hand in hand. They are the
ftthera and'mothers,; the brothers and

j sisters, the swe. t children, and still near-

| erether selves, whom we were wont, but
alittle%hile ago, to clasp to our hearls
and call ourpwn! They are those who,

1 when about to leave us, and cross the

| death-river, fo launch outupon the untried

i ocean, bade us this adieu—*‘Farewell,
we shall soon meet again.” And so they
come now to fulfil that loving, faithful

j promise. And they 'do fulfil it. They
do meetus. They so 'come that we feel

j their presence; "the» so speak that we

I (receive their syni‘plmy;‘they so whisper

j in the secret chamber of oiir souls, that
we ars all ear*fo listen to their heavenly

j message. When we are glad, they. re-*
joice in our joy; when we weep, they
soothe our grief and dry our tears ; when
we are in doubt they instruct us, and

| when in danger they warn 4is. They are
our best ana truest friends, and happy
should we be if we gave up ourselves
more to theff guidance.

Yes, the angels are our companions—
those who have long passed away. The
seraphim are not so glorious and exalted,
nor the cherubim su pure and holy, but
they still care fortheir brothers on the
earth, and keep watch and ward over
them. They were once as weak and irn- |
perfect as we, and only through trials
sad temptations have they themselves
progressed to the attainment of their
present state. With them, as with us,
“No cross, no crown.”  They know, there-
fore, how to pity our frailties, help our
sincere endeavors to be good. Not one of
the great, and Che wise, and the virtuous,
of all tile ages -past—be he known as a
Jew, a Pagan, or a' Christian—be lie
Patriarch, Prophet, Apostle} Philosopher,
or Reformer—"ot one ofall these but re-
visits the sceDeof his first development
and early education, and beckons every
brotherhere tofollow in his foot-steps!
God bless the good who have gone, and
give us who remain, strength thus to
follow. -

Yes, there ate spirits around us. And
I am glad of it»" Ate not you? Do you
wish it were otherwise? Would you

you !
he does come withyou! We need notask
him, for he is with us how, and we know
that he_> cannot but love his own. We
need not ask him,".for he is nearer than ye
all, and he works -through ye all. We
need not ask him, for in him we live, and
emove; and have ouriglorious existence.
Come, then, our'great All-Father-God,
and ye fathers whom we have known ac-
cording to the flesh, and mothers, too, and
-brothers, sisterayiipartners, children, and
oW who have gone—Prophets, Apostles,

Heaven-! n -J Treat.
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THE ObD THEODLOGY.
'BY A J. pAVIS.

It assumes to be, dr-to possess within

its organisation and'«ddinal doctrines,
the medium ortotality Ninspiration; and doctrines are not true,) cannot be felt, but

it arrogantBr-proclaim”itself~to be the
supreme and sovereigtNiuthority. . It ar
bitrarily. determines«upon what book, or
what peculiar combiuétion,of books, we
shall revere as the “Word, of God
then denies to us the fright of rexercising
the same amount of~intellectual, moral,
and" religious liberty.
circle m Which we shall move, and think,
and reason; and then“mfthoiatatively anil
dogmatically denies.Ll tils.the moral or
religious freedom to advance beyond, it.
It thus imposes what We conceive to be
improper arid demoralizing restrictions
upon our thoughts and investigations—
trammels the progress™ development of
our minds, and peremptorily denies to us
the divine privilege of free discussion and
a froe expression of our inward senti-
ments.

It unites with society in its Unphilo-
sophical and unbrotheny treatment of the
criminal, and of the unfortunate victim of
crime; and it (tliat is, popular theology,)
sanctions the old barbarian or Mosaic law
ot capital ounishtnetnsS ;

It emphatically justifies society in the
perpetuation of personal and national an-
imosities and antagonisms.

.Come, and God come with you, as.

and

It describes the

the nature and destiny of man. It keeps
up a. perpetual warfare between the head
and the heart. It encourages a gladiato-
rial struggle against liberty of speech and
freedom of action. It even opposes tem-
perance reformation; unless it originates
in the church; and uniformly- exerts its
multiform influences to restrain the pro-
gress of- social and prison reforms upon
identical grounds.

It<conveys discord into our families.
It arrays husbands against wives, and
wives ; against -husbaiids. It produces

I Martyrs,Angelsj Seraphim. Cherubim,and many private alienations of affection and

Jesus—come, all,'«id dwell in our poor
hearts, and Ghange us into Lgve and into

friendship. It causes ihe heads of many
families to separate and go to different
and antagonistic sectarian sanctuaries? on
the Sabbath; -and it develop» sad and
unwholesome dissentions amo> friends
—between members of society} and dis-
turbs the equilibrium, of nation”-; >

It generates cupidity and hypocrisy, by
teaching our children to regard .certain
doctrines as truths, which (because those

which, nevertheless, are frequently mani-
Tested with all the show, of confidence in
their, validity. This leads directly to
‘practical dissimulation and deceit. Many
persons are in the constant practice of
arAiWhhg piety, who, at the gain® “me,
d6é not(hegauso they cannot,) 7bl such
piety to be sacred truthj and this appar-
ently wilful hypocrisy on the part ofsome
individuals, leads directly to;tlie theolog-
ical assumption—an assumption which
-has retarded human progress for ages—
that the heart of man is desperately wick-

,

It permits

ed-and depraved by nature.

It instills dark, unwholesome thoughts
into the minds of our children. It teach-
es them to believe, in the most soul-gevolt-
ing doctrines. They are educated to
consider themselves as “totally depraved”
—and as being under the “purse” of the
living God, It teaches them to regard
themselves as evil, and “sinners” by na-
ture ; and as incapable of being good and
heaven-worthy, independent of the Bible
and the Church. They are taught to be-
lieve in a “God of Love,” who, at tlje
same time, encourages hafe; and in a
“God of Heaven,” who, at the same time,
(permits the everlasting duration of- hell!
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Thus our youth become contaminated by
tiie existing methods of religious &duca
tion; and when they advance in years,
and become men and women, they be-
come ‘either bigots and sectarians, or
skeptics and misanthropes. A sadness
and gloom are consequently thrown over
our minds; and we deprive ourselves and
our children of a large proportion of that
enjoyment and progressive happiness
which are the inalienable rights of man.
It seeks to array its conservative and
and authoritative influence against scien-
tific inventions and improvements. It as-
serts this whole world of human beings
to be under an Adamic curse or condem-
nation. It has most dogmatically pro-
nounced, and still continues to assert it,
that all the sorrows, and perplexities, and
vicissitudes, and trials, and discords, and
diseases, and all the afflictions of this
mundane state, are expressly sent by the
living God to punish man for his alleged
manifold transgressions! And it has
openly opposed every medical reform,
every social improvement, every benevo-J
lent design, upon the fabulous ground
thatsuch mortal attempts were wicked,
and would prove unavailing, because they
were in opposition to the “will” and pun-
ishment 6f God. And it trammels the
progress and advancement of mankind,
by teaching our children and our commu-
nities to believe the erroneous, and bane-
ful doctrine, that no improvement or re-
formation can be pérmanently accom-
plished, except through the so-called
“divine” instrumentalities and multifari-
ous restrictions and principles of the es-
tablished church
It perpetuates social? political, and pro-
fessional conflicts, by itself manifesting
that internal sectarianism and aristocratic
intolerance, which are the invariable
symptoms and inevitable concomitants of
ignorance and pernicious error. It pre-
sents to the world numerous examples of
jealousy and clerical ambition, which sub-
serve the purpose of sanctioning and con-
firming, and rendering fashionable, the
war of the trades and professions which
surrounds us in society, and by which we
are more or less injuriously affected.
It unqualifiedly professes not to bring
“peace, but a sword.”
' It discourages and emphatically con-
demns natural or physical enjoyments.
It strives to awaken in our minds what
we consider to be imaginary compunc-
tions of conscience. It imposes what we
conceive to be unnecessary and deform-
ing “trials” upon us; and causes us to
“crucify” ourselves and “bear crosses,”
that are wholly unnatural and wrong.—
We therefore feel that it has defrauded us
and the generations that are gone, of two-
thirds of the real happiness and mental
consolations which we solemnly believe
to be ours, according to, the human con-
stitution and the universal Providence of
God! Yea, it deprives us, and seeks to
deprive our children, of proper amuse-
ments—it disapproves of singing those
joy-giving songs, and of dancing those
easy and graceful waitzes which are man-
ifestly natural and useful for man.
It dogmatically asserts Nature, and
Reason, and Conscience even, to be sub-
ordinate to ecclesiastical authority. It
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inculcates the baneful doctrine that our
very heart-impulses are naturally sinful
and opposed to the “will of God.” Here
again it creates a false issue between the
heart and the head ; and thus it has been
tim sole cause of impelling many minds
into sad and hopeless insanity. It sheds
a melancholy, dismal gloom over our fam-
ilies, our homes, and the nations of the
civilized world. It renders this life, a
dark, and toilsome, and uncertain gift of
God; and with its clouds of ignorance
and superstition, it darkens our thoughts
and anticipations of the other life. When
our friends resign their material forms to
the grave, then this theology fills our
hearts with sadness, and our minds with
distressing doubts, concerning their fu-
ture welfare and eternal happiness. And
thus it spreads gloom, and disconsolation,
and suicidal melancholy, and insane de-
spair, and mental misery, where joy, and
cheerfulness, and righteousness, and grat-
itude, and peace, and happiness, should
and might exist in.abundance.

And we are moved to declare ourselves
free and independent of the existing the-
ology in all parts and portions of the
earth, more particularly and especially
because it endeavors to retard and pre-
vent the march of social improvement and
humanitary progression; because it seeks
to vilify and anathematize us—to de-
nounce us—to wound our reputations—to
prejudice the multitude against us—to
encourage mobs and riots (by inspiring
their children with the spirit of sectarian-
ism and intolerance)—to injure us in our
commercial 6r business relations—to ar-
ray our families against us by misrepre-
senting ouréharacters and sentiments to
our associates and offspring—to calumni-
ate us in our daily walk and conversation;
and, more than all the rest, it strives to
prevent the free investigation, the general
adoption, and the universal expansion of
our Harmonial Philosophy, which we do
most sacredly believe to be the sublimest
incarnation of the essential principles of
Christianity, and the spacious vestibule to
a temple of Eternal Truth.—Spirit Afes-

senger..

One—-One houn lost in the morning
by laying in bed, will put back all the busi-
ness ofthe day.

One hour gained by rising early is
worth one month of labor in a year.

One hole in a fence will cost ten times
as much as it will do to fix it at once.

One drunkard will keep a family poor
and make them miserable.

One wife who is always telling how
fine her neighbor dresses, and how little
she can get, will look pleasanter if she
talks about something else,

One husband that is penurious or lazy,
and deprives his family of necessary com-
fort, such as their neighbors enjoy, is not
as desirable a husband as he ought to be,

One good newspaper is one good thing
in every family.

Want of prudence is too frequantly the
want of virtue; nor is there a Toro pow-
erful advocate for vice than poverty.

' Use the means, and trust to God for

the blessing.

EDITORIAL.

BOSTON, SATURDAY, AUGUST 9,1851.

discordant COMMUNICATIONS.

Let us not forget that the term “discord”
will apply to other things besides what
purports to come from the spiritual world.
We have discordant minds, discordant fam-
ilies, discordant theologies, discordant min-
isters, discordant’ characters, discordant
Christians, discordant nations.

In admitting that communications are
made from the spiritual world to man's ex-
ternal senses, we admit a great and mo-
mentous truth—a fact (to many persons)
second only in importance to that of the
Divine Existence. Because, if oufpresent
life is merely rudimentary, and but the be-
ginning of what we are to be in another
sphere, then whatever tends to make that
sphere manifest, is, and must be, of the
highest possible benefit to all men.

Consider some of Nature’s analogies.
That which tends most to deveKpe the
foetal form, and prepare it for its birth into
this external world, must be what we mean
bY for that foetus; and good for the
rudimental state, because it tends to devel-
ope the germ into that form which makes a
healthy child. And so that kind of food,
air, and regimen, which is good for the
child, tends to develope manhood and in-
telligence. And thusit is manifest, that in
proportion as human beings are merely ru-
dimentary in the degrees of their develop-
ment, so will be their inability to compre-
hend their future life. The foetus compre-
hends nothing of its future existence, by
intelligence, because intelligence is not yet
developed. But it does anticipate the fu-
ture instinctively. The child has no con-
scious intelligence of his manhood; but he
may have some instinctive anticipations of
it. And so mortals often have no knowl-
edge of their future life, though all have
more or less of an instinctive desire for im-
mortality, or a better state of existence.

At the appropriate time the foetus instinc-
tively wants to be born; and in the process

of the child’s development, he wants to be
aman. And the man wants immortality,in
proportion as he grows into his true man-
hood, and becomes able to comprehend the
Infinite Design in his mortal existence.
But for childhood, the foetal existence would
not be a positive good; and but for pro-
gression to manhood, the infantile slate
would not be desirable. So true it s, that
as soon as we begin to exist, we commence
the anticipation of the future:
“Hope springs #ternal  tho human breast,
Man never is, but always to be blessed.”

Such are the results of progression. The
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i ><in m»nhood’ not because hé hnS nOt

I come im® the possession of the object of

Nis wishes, but beenuae his progression Ims
; giren him «e< desires, whipb the future

must satisfy, the same as the present satis-
fies the wants of time that is past. We
lire for the fature, for immortality. The
fietus lives to be an infant; the infant lives
to be a child; the child lives to be a man;
ind the man lives to be a spirit; and the
spritlives to be an angel; and the angel
lives to be like God, progressing forever in
goodness, justice, and truth.

Hence, we say, that whatever tenets to
make man's future state manifest, is to all
men a subject of the highest possible bene-
fit Our highest desire is for immortality.
No matter whether you believe it or not.
The human mind is not capable ofdesiring

| Igreatergood than is comprehended in a

hippy immortality. «Is there an here-
after?" Is man conscious after death
Does the t&mJdh'ng, loving principle live
after the dissolution of the externa! body ?
The rudimentary, foetal, infantile existence
may answer, No!  Because the farther
back you go towards infancy, or the begin-
ning, the less is comprehended of the fu-
ture, always. ~And hence) if the mass of
mankind are still in this rudimentary state,
and so little advanced that they cannot com-
prehend the future that awaits them, then
whatever tends to OQiéir progression and
development, so as to enable, them to an-
ticipate an unending existence, must be, to
them, of the greatest importance. The
present existence is -temporary—that is,
eternal.  This is low, that is high. This
is discordant, that is harmonious. It is a
better world for all.

Hence we say, with this great truth
before our eyes, we need not at present
assume anything with regard to the charac-
la of the communications made to mortals
from the world of spirits. And having as-
sumed nothing, we have nothing to prove
er disprove. There may be ten or ten
thousand discordant communications made
tbroughevery medium in the world.  What
of that? The great question is not in re-
spect to the character of the medium, or
tlie communications made, but it is as to
whether there be a spiritual world or not.
And till this mighty question is settled, no
“wuud," no “sentence spelled out,” no
“raps" purporting to come front a dog or a
donkey, can be said to be ““unimportant.”
That which coineefrom the spiritual world
iirftbe highest importance to every hu>
wm being who has not yet passed into that
world.

When Lavere Resumes the discovery of
k new planet, philosophers do not first com-
mence a discussion as to what kind of be-
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I ings inhabit that planet. They first en-
quire whether there be such a new world

in existence, and wheh they find it so, they
know, as a matter orfyuree, that it must

hold its appropriate, place, and be governed
by the laws which, appertain to all other
similar bodies in the uhiverse of God.

It seems to us that there is goodness
enough in the great .truth now in the pro-
cess of demonstration, to prevent discord
among mortals. So it has impressed us.
The more we learn of the next sphere, the
less we are disposed io'disputc with mortals
about it. Why dispute about that which
neither you, nor 1, nor any other mortal,
fully understand ?

And the attempts often made by different
writers, to account for ?the discordant man-
ifestations from the world of spirits, has ex-
cited a feeling of charity. Such is our love
for the spiritual, that whenever we witness
any effort, however -feeble, to free this sub-
ject from al! embarrassment, we can but
bless the mortal who makes the effort, how-
ever short -héi may' fall of his object.—
The spiritual world makes efforts that do
not seem to be successful, far the time.
And a similar remarkinight (reverently) be
made ofthe Deity; ...Certainly the old the-
ology teaches that God makes efforts, daily,
to save his childrenfrom hell, but he is not
able,to do it Does he not make efforts to
'‘bring about maturity in the vegetable king-
dom," Which far!? And wh"O'~brirfgg the
animal kingdom into life . And when an-
imals die before they are. matured, whose
failure is it?

I Surely those, who have? been accustomed
to speak of? God as having failed in carry-
ing out his original design in man’s crea-
tion, will not fee offended at the. idea of
failure when speaking of human' beings,
nor should they object ,to similar language
when speaking of Natufe’'tf'efforts, not ex-
cepting those made by Che spiritual world.

If'we contemplate ‘Jfature as.compre-
hended in three kingdoms or spheres, min-
eral, vegetable, and animal, and notice the
corresponding analogies between them all’,
it may be easy to see similar analogies in
whét appertains to the spheres above, and
the reasons why manifestations from the
spiritual world, though discordant, often
when compared with themselves, yet, when
compared with the universe and the great
whole of Nature, they are in perfect and
beautiful harmony: - s

“All nature is but art, unknown to thee;

All chance, direction whioh thou canst not see,
All discord, harmony not understood;

All partial evil, univerauLgood.”

Bound Volumes.-—The first and second
volumes of this paper, bound, may be had
at this office. Price, $1.50 each. They
will make a beautiful present for a friend.
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Plagairism—*J. H.” complained of
by the Banner of the Times, as having
committed plagairism in the lines “Thou
Hast Gone,” explains that he translated
those Verses from the “Phonographic Cor-
respondent,” published in England the
same Work from which he translated “The
Infant’s Dream,” published in a preceding
number. The fact of translation he omit-
ted to state, and hence the misapprehen-
sion.

North Attleboro’, Mass—The edi-
tor lectured in this place, on the Spiritual
World, 26th and 27th ult. Audible de-
monstrations were made by spirits, so as
to be heard all over the hall, and itis hoped
some good was accomplished.

Postage—Under the new law, when
writing on your own business, enc/ose a
post-office stamp wherewith your corres-
pondent can pre pay his answer- You will
save two cents in the operation.

Specimen Numbers—Our friends who
may wish copies of this paper forgratuitous
circulation, can be supplied, without cost,
(except postage,) by making known their
wishes to us.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Greenshoro’, Henry Co., Ind., |

Esteemed LaRoy Sunderland;—I, my
wife, and our son-in-law, ElishavBranson,
and my wife’s neice, a girl about ten
Hears old, who lives with us, named Nary

ane Rich, (her father and mother de-
ceased some years ago,) all wentSo Craw-
fordsville, Indiana, about ninety miles, to
hear the “spirit rappingsand | have
two-fold evidence that the “rappings” |
heard were not made by human. art.—
First, |1 know there was no machinery or
.contrivance there to make the raps—no
knee ar toe rapping, or any such thing;
and secondly, | know that if there had
been any machinery there to make the
raps, it could not have answered the ques-
tions so correctly as they were answered
to me at Crawfordsville, Ind., 7th month,
7th inst., 1851, at the house of a man.
named Hayse, after noon, in day light.
Friend Haysq's hoy, perhaps eight or ten
years, old, wa? the medium. We seated
ourselves around the. centre table and
soon the raps commenced. | asked, “Is
the spirit, of my former wife present?”
Rap, “Artthouhappy?” Rap, rap, rap.
“Art thou my guardian spirit?” Rap.
“Will thou rap thy name when | call the
right one?” Rap. Then | mentioned
several names, and when | said “Hannah,”
it rapped, | got no raps to any other
name. | asked, “Is the spirit of my son
Jabez prosent r” No rap. Friend Hayse
asked the spirit of Bonjamin Galey if he
knew my son Jabez in the spirit world.
Rap. “What sphere is he in?” It
rapped three times, for the third sphere.
He said, “Rap the number of years his
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son Jabez has been in the spirit world,”
and it rapped seven. [Correct.] We
did not know then whether it was correct
(or. not, till we considered the matter, and
found it was correct. He asked if my
son Jabez would communicate with me
at some future time, at my house. Rap.
Then | proposed that he would rap who
would be the medium at my house when

I named the right one. Rap. | men-
tioned several names, and when 1 said
Marty Jane Rich, it rapped. | got no rap

to any other name.

Friend Hayse would not take any pay
for his time and trouble, though I urged
him to take pay. He said he never
charged. | gave his boy, the medium,
ten cents, to please him.

We then went to the house of Charles
H. Bowen, whose wife is a medium. We
sat till about ten o’clock at night. Soon
after seating ourselves around the table,?
the raps commenced. Not one person
was present who was at the former sit-]
ting, except ourselves. 1 asked, “Is the
spirit of my father present?” No rap.
“Is the spirit of my mother present?”

. Rap. | asked some other questions, but
got no raps.

A woman present asked if she was re-
pulsed. Rap. She then asked if any
one present repulsed her. Pointing to
every one of us separately, she asked if
that one repulsed her. No. rap to any of
us. She'then asked- if spirits repulsed
her. Rap.

Elisha Branson then asked, “Is‘ the
spirit of Price Wickersham present?”
Rap, rap. “What sphere are you in?”
It rapped three times for the third sphere.
“Rap the number of years you have been
in the spiritual world?’ It rapped seven.
[Correct] Elisha asked if the spirit of
his brother Addison was present. No
rap. He asked Price Wickersham if he
knew his brother Addison, in the spiritual
world. Rap. He asked if he would
bring the spiritof his brother Addison
present Rap. Then Elisha said, “When
you get him here, make it known by two
raps—each pne rap.” He asked the spir-
it of his brother Addison what sphere he
was in. It rapped two, for the second
spherd. He asked if he knew my son,
Jabez Hinshaw, in the spiritual world.
Rap. What sphere was he in? It
rapped three, for the third sphere. He
asked Addison if he was often -with him.
Rap. Was he often with his mother?
Rap. Asked if his mother was in good
health? No rap. Was she afflicted?
Several raps. [Correct, for she is much
afflicted.] Asked how many brothers he
had." Rapped seven. [Correct.] How
many sisters he had ? Rapped four,—
[Correct.] He asked, Is the spirit of
Daniel, Hiatt present? No rap. He
asked his brother Addison if*he would
bring him present. Rap. He then said,
m\When you get him here make it known
by three raps—each one rap. After wait-
ing a little while, there were three raps.
He asked the spirit of Daniel Hiatt to
rap the number of years he had been in
the spiritual world. Rapped one. [Cor-
rect.] He asked if he had any children
in the spiritual world. Rap. How many ?
Rapped one. [Correct. His widow had
the child soon after his death, and the
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child died.] He asked, Is the spirit of
Susan Rich present? Rap. [She was
the mother of our Mary Jane Rich.] He
asked ifshe would communicate with us,
at our house, at some future time ? Rap.
He asked her to rap the medium when he
culled the right rfiame Rap» He men-
tioned several names, and when he said
Mary Jane Rich, itrapped. Asked ifshe
would be a good medium. Rap» He
got no rap to any other name.

Elisha asked several mental questions.
We heard the raps, but did not know
what questions he asked. He says they
were answered correctly. Elisha asked
the medium if it would operate if she was
not touching the table. She said she
thought so, and moved off two or three
feet, so that she did not touch the table
anywhere, and the rapping continued as
before.

A woman asked the spirit if it would
beat time ifone would sing. Rap. She
then sung a good song, and the raps beat
time most beautifully with the tune.

Another woman present said she was
acquainted with a woman by the name of
Cronk, who died some time ago, and who
believed, in her life time, that all people
were happy when they die, and died
strong in that faith. She called for her
spirit, and said, “Mrs. Cronk, was the
universalian doctrine you believed in,
while living in the body, right?” No
fap. “Were you mistaken in some of
your views ?”  Rap. “Were you happy
when you first entered into the spirit
world ?”  No rap. “Are you happy
now?” Rap. “Will all, eventually, be-
come happy ?” Rap, rap, rap. “What
sphere are you in?” Rapped once, for
the first sphere.

There were a number of questions
asked and answered correctly, not stated
in this letter. The spirits, by request,.
rapped six raps for good night, separately
for every one of us, and then it was all
done—no more raps.

We were entire strangers to the peo-
ple of Crawfordsville.

Seth Hinshaw.

Groves, Rush-Co., la., July —, 1851.

Mr. Sunderland®—We have no mani-
festations from spirits, in this place; but
our little band who have subscribed for
the Spirit World, have concluded to in-
vestigate the subject. No one but my-
self, | believe, feels any way convinced of
the reality of the spiritual intercourse,
But to me the subject is not .mysterious.
The only mystery to me is, that the man-
ifestations have been delayed so long.
But my belief is not very strong, as 1
have not seen or heard (to my senses,)
any of the new demonstrations. Yet |
am an ardent believer, and am doing all 1
can to advance the new Harmonica Phi-
losophy,

If you can give me any information in
regard to the mode and manner to get
communications, | would be obliged. |
have been a reader of such works as Swe-
denborg’s, and A. J, Davis’s, and am ex-
ceedingly anxious to have communication,
but none come to my rolief; and some
times | feel discouraged. Can’tyou send
some spirit from your band of spirits, to
converse with us? Please try. We are

seekers after truth, for the sake of truth)
and have made ourselves appearto the
masses as visionary, and have had to
meet that tide of opposition that you well
know all who espouse these truths have
to encounter. But we care riot, if we are
right; and we think nature, reason, his-
tory, and intuition, all go to confirm these
truths. And if the spiritiial world will
give me, or in any way demonstrate these
things, so that the unadvanced portions
of community may be convinced of the
reality of a future state and the destiny
awaiting us, I am their humble servant,
Now, Brother Sunderland, do as much
as you can for us. | am a practitioner of
medicine ; but I am much pleased with
A. J. Davis’s theory of diseases and the
treatment of them, and think, in the main,
he is correct. And ifl find that I can do
more good to be a teacher of what disease
is, and how to cure it, I resign the prao
tice for the duties of the teacher. | hope
you and all the master spirits in the ex-
ternal world, that are. now toiling and
spending so much in the cause of all
mankind, will soon realize your reward,
which | conceive to be this: the restora-
tion of justice, love, and happiness to all

mankind the regeneration of the entire
human race. And, O, what reward is
greater | Honor! wealth! a mere bubble

of a few days. | now part with you, for
1 well know your only source of unhap-
piness is that men will choose darkness
rather than light, because these new re-
vealments make me happy in all other
things.
Yours, in the bonds of L. P.F.
David Beach.

Boston, July 26.1851.

Dear Sir,—"“Facts are stubbum things,”
and they are the “pricks” the public find
it hard to kick against. Allow me, then,
to make a statement of facts,and ask
your opinion concerning them.

A lady of the highest respectability,
well educated, of a clear and comprehen-
sive mind, without superstitious prepos-
session, and not afraid even of the truth,
having heard of the so-called spiritual
communications, gave the subject consid-
erable thought. She was pleased, unlike
many whom | know, with the idea that
friends in the other world could manifest
themselves to us here; and after having
been assured by acquaintances that the

‘subject was worthy of her particular at-
tention, she visited Mr. Sunderland's
house.

On returning home, she confessed that
the interview was extraordinary, but not
satisfactory, and sue resolved, like a wise
woman, to go again, Mrs. Cooper, with
her usual kindness, having given hera
free and welcome pass at tul times. She
did go again, but the medium being uu-
well, was absent. Much disappointed,
she began to think it best to give up all
thought of the subject; yet onthe follow-
ing Sabbath she was constantly impelled
to think of it, and devoted much of the
day to gomg' to different rooms in her
house, and seating herself at different ta-
bles, and soliciting her spirit friends to
respond to her, if such a thing ever was
or could be done. AU this was without
effect till towards evening. Being then
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11 .uto<erand back part of her dwell-
| .nwitd ieeooie domestic work, and
thinking of U»e spirits,

. 'L bwid very distinct raps on a Inrge
| ,hledirectlybwide her! She approached

"and was satisfied she was riot deceived,
"seated herself, and listened, and she
sfirms that there appeared to be at least
(jirtr rappers in as many different parts

Hfthe table. Fearing that she might be
| curbed, she rose and closed a door andi
. «faia seated herself, the rappings still
sowjon. Seeing another door open, she
| ipinrosc and closed that, but when she
(ri:n rvtomed, she was considerably ex-
fitol, and the rappingS'ibecame fainter,
j nd soon ceased.

Same weeks since, my wife visited a
pedintn from Providence,and while com-
muning with her spirit friends, requested
thento manifesttheir presence that night,
«herpillow. At four o’clock she was
imkened by innumerable rappings on
g.er pilltiw, which continued for some
ine.

Once, after visiting your house, where
I bad made a request similar to the above,
I Ind manifestations in the -Marte way;
bat in my case 1 was awakened by my
wif®, who, unaware of, the,, promise my
spirit mother had made to me; then hav-
ingno faith in such exhibitions, requested
me to desist from rapping/and scratching
onty pillow! After a few moments, the
rappings ceased, but theyreturned a'gain

as| fell asleep, when my .partner again -

disturbed me.

Do not these three cases show (not that
spirits do commune with us, for to doubt
that now would slfdw wilful obstinacy or
stupidity,) but that the state of mind, and
not the peculiar,.structure of it or the
brain, constitutes % medium—and that all,
by proper training, can become mediums?.

D.

Philadelphia, July 28, 1851.

1l Mr.Sunderland,—Dear Sir: I am hap-

I pyioacknowledge the receipt of the pa-
| pera, and thank you for them.

We do not seem to be in favor with the

, spirits here.  They have never made

uianifeatalions at our house, nor have |

j bard of them in the city.

| have never had an opportunity of

ritoemiug the responses.  Itis “thp”jub-

j fiiKcof things hoped for, and the evi-
| deaceefthings not seen,” which interests

i laeia the work. And | still live in hopes
lo be vouchsafed that blessing, all in
good time.

My beliefis the result of reading, rea-
and partly, perhaps, of intuition;

the first exercise of my reasoning
Meg W recto believe that the world
spirits was not so far removed from
*>U people seemed to suppose; and
fte woy nearand dear friends have
lothat world, that belief has been
["t'»thened; and though they have
~er manifested themselves by sounds,

M havefell theirpresence, often.

There views have long been impressed
4*0my mind; bull have been enabled
more clearly, and my faith rendered
by reading the works of A. J« Da-
r- Hu “Divine-dUvelations” | read
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since been an adfnirbr. of hie productions.
It appears that some of his friends have
changed their opinions in regard to his
writings ; but | havé lever considered him
one of’those choice'Spirits raised upto
prepare the world, ‘for the good things
which are to follow,-some of which are
already seen.

After reading my papers [the Spirit
World] always send them to my West-
ern friends, and am "in hopes you may
get some subscribers: from that quarter,
for- they are all willing to investigate;
arid some are firm .believers, having been
blessed ..with sweeth eommunings from
tfi'eir loved ones invisible.

| fear | have trespassed too long upon
your time and patience, and close by
Wishing ybil success™in the glorious cause
you have undertaken.

Yours; with respect,
mN\WMrs. W. H. B.
PprteznoHiA' - F«., JWy 22,1851.

Dear Sir,—Yodurikind letter and the
papers were thankfullyteceived. * * * *

Why could not | receive a manifesta-
tion ? | have’those dwellingon the bliss-
ful shores of the spirit land—(at least so
I hope and believe)—-who were, and still
are, endeared tn:me by no common ties—
the Wife Of my boSoHCIlwith whom | have
often conversed on the subject, and who
always- said; that “If you were called
lhome first I would not fear, but really de-
sire and hope for “manifestation; for,”
said she, affectionately putting her arm
around my neck, Lff-know that you would
love me still, and therefore would not
harm me. And if™w-"first, you need not
fear, for-1 will-only return to bless you,
my love.” Oh, | remember, and- shall]
ever remember, the thrilling emotions of
that moment)' and for months after her
decease, | earnestly watched and prayed
forsome consoling manifestation of her
spiritual presence and-abiding love. But
as this was never granted, it has -brought
me to the-conclusion that direct commu-
nications between the inhabitants of the
spirit-land and those of my own organiza-
tion, are impossible, and. with .any organi-
zation, highlyimprobablifexcept in the
most eXaltea state of clairvoyance, when;
there is apt- to he an imaginary metam-
psychosis, where the subject; feels, thinks,
and responds, as with the spiritof another.

In thi» connection youwill allow me to
relate an incident which has made a pe-
culiar impression upon my mind—an in-
cident which many would be willing to
receive as an oracle, even as Alexander
received the involuntary exclamation of
the Priestess of Delphos. '

Last Sunday night my mind was much
depressed by a sense ofloneliness; and |
was thinking of the difficulties and im-
probabilities connected with your alleged
manifestations, and felt a desire to inves-
tigate, or learn more of ft.

As the clock struck ten | made arrange-
ments to retire; and went to my trunk,
which has three departments—the bot-
tom, a middle trough or- box, with a lid,
and top, partitioned off with a trap door,
fastened by two buttons. | went there
to put away something, and upon opening
it I found (laying full before me, on the

after it came ouL and have ever ¥ lid of the central box,) a lock of her hair,
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her Daguerreotype, and several letters.
The buttons had been turned, and the
trap had opened, since the trunk had been
closed, and they had very naturally fallen
upon the lid- beneath’them.

There was nothing so wonderful in all

this; but owing to the peculiar state of
my thoughts and feelings at the moment,

I was somewhat surprised, especially as |
it had never happened so before. |1
opened the topmost letter, and it was one
of hers, written shortly before our mar-
riage, and dated July 20th, 1846, precise-

ly five years ago, to a day, and the first
sentence which caught my eye was this:

“But it is past ten o’clock at night, and |
must close, not, however, without again
assuring you of the existence of the most
tender and ever-abiding affection foryou.”

“Think not, though distant that thou art,
Thou canst forgotten be;

While Memory lives within this heart,
1-will remember thee.

“And when the hand that traced these lines,
In Death’s cold grasp shall be,

By al! our love and friendship past,
Wilt thou remember me.?”

I was surpriseJ at first, and am.deeply
affected now. Such a number of unac-
countable coincidents; — the peculiar
state of my feelings, the accidental open-
ing of the upper, lid, the tailing out of
those three cherished mementoes from
amongst others, the fetter written just
five years ago,to a day—an hour—per-
haps the very mmute; and then such ap-
propriate and consoling sentiments; no
k' medium or oracle could be more so| \Vas
-this.all-chance? Ml-aeciriehtjU It,may»
it must be so; but there was an unusual
number . of coincidents which scarcely
comes within the range .of chancfe, al-
though all are quite possible. Whatever
may be the. cause, why or wherefore, |
feel that.it has left me a keener desire to.
know more of spiritual matters, .arid |
have therefore come to you.

Yours truly, B. F.

MISCELLANEOQOUS.

SCIENCE, 'education, health.

OUR DAILY COMPANIONS.

“Angel’s visits,” it is said, “are few
and far between.” But it.is not so. We
have but to offer them entertainment, and
they are near, shedding light and glad-r
ness around us ever. We go forth in
life’s young morning, and find that heav-t
en’s blessed almoners have preceded us,
and our way is strown with garlands, fair
as the fairest hopes of our wildest dream.

Soon earth casts her chains around us
-flower-linked, it may he, drawing us by
their sweetness and beauty near to heav-
en; or heavy and corroding as they oft
are, binding us even when we would rise,
down to dust. Joys spring up and blos-
som beneath our tread, or thorns wound
us in our way. Still are /key with us,
those holy visitants, rejoicing with us in
our joy, and whispering consolation in
our grief. Ever, if we permit, are they
by, warning us of evil, and guarding us
from sin—bearing on high our petitions;
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and bringing! thence the allotted dispensa
tion. Spirits, sympathizing with our spir-

its, they come to us, the fleet-winged
messengers of our Father's will. When
clouds dim the gorgeousness of our weet-
est sky, they point to the bow spanning
the eastern horizon.

Radiant as sunlightare tlie visions they
give birth to in tlie heart, and lofty as
prayer in the springs they awaken in the
soul. Pure as moon-rays are the influ-
ences they weave around us, and holy as
star-spasms are the revelations they im-
part to tlie listening teachable spirit. We
See their smiles reflected froni the faces
of our kindred, and the manna for which
the heart yearns they give us to gather
from lips we love. They link, with un-
seen fingers the silken bands that draw
together and unite in one, two human
hearts. In ways various and mysterious
are they daily assimilating our natures
to their own; teaching by inward reveal-
ing» how sacred is the principle of life,
and by their holy ministrations imparting
to us a foretaste of future blessedness.

You ask of heaven agift. Life’s an-
gel, white-robed and smiling, stoops over
your dwelling, and a little immortal is-
given your embrace. You pour out your
soul's thanksgiving, and the blessed dis-
penser of the precious boon bears thither
directed, your spirit-oblation.

Anon sickness and sorrow visit your
habitation. Unwelcome visitants are
they, though heaven-sent, and you may
not bid them hence. They warn you to
prepare for another guest. And now the
dreadful minister arrives! His face is
darkly veiled, a chill atmosphere is around
him, and his hand is icy cold! He press-
es his fingers on the lids of the pain-
wearied one, and they close! He breathes
upon the groaning sufferer, and her sighs
are hushed.

Who shall call that angel unkind ? A
missioned agent, he has borne away the
gem, leaving to dust and decay the now
worthless casket But listen to his at-
tendant, Faith, and he will tell you that
the gem, cleansed from the soil and stains
of earth, isto be re-set more beautiful
than ‘ever, and that you shall again see
and possess the perfect jewel.

The time-worn traveller, weary of his
pilgrimage, faints by the way-side. They
bring to him clear water from Life’s
sparkling stream. He drinks, and his
soul is satisfied. Aged and trembling he
longs for rest. They sing to him, and
he sleeps. One stamps his signet on his
brow, and earth’s troubled dreams disturb
him no more forever. We stand by the
grave where, death-girt,, our loved lie
mouldering; and there we meet those
who, eighteen hundred years ago, in
“shining garments,” sat within the life-

riven sepulchre of our risen Lord. To
us, as to those women of Galilee, they
say, “Why seek ye the living among the
dead ?” Then does the tomb become to
us the cold, but hope-illumined portal
through which our mourned ones have
passed to a happy home and life incor-
ruptible.

And at last, when that night-clad angel,
shuddering mortality’s pitying friend,
shall enfold us in his chilly arms, and
whisper, “Thou art mine,” then will re-
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joicing conductors, hovering near, sing
“Come, come away/! And while their
sun-lit wings cast a shadow o’er the scenes
of sense and time, their glittering sheen
will gild the dark waves of Jordan’s
stream. Even then, .upon our clayey lips
and brow will linger a smile caught from
the radiance of their own glory-beaming
faces. Thus are our spirit companions,
those perfect comforters, guiding and
guarding in life, cheering and sustaining
in death, and blessing us ever.
Lizette.

—Gospel Banner.

MANIFESTATIONS.

We will detail our experience and be-
lief. We do so from a sense of justice
and duty. These manifestations called
“spiritual,” are ridiculed and scoffed at
by readers and editors, when neither,
probably, have investigated the causes,
or tried to find out the origin of what
they so lustily characterize an “ingenious
humbug.” We suppose the reason, why
people generally do not believe the de-
tailed and qualified evidence which is
brought to support the alleged causes of
the manifestations, is because they do not
see that “spirits” will lend their aid to
money speculations—that their communi-
cations partake more of religious than
of temporal matters—that their professed
object is to raise the moral in~preference
to the sensual and base condition of man.
These facts have a tendency to induce
belief from us. If any intelligent com-
munications, purporting to be of spir-
itual origin, teach us to look after truth
rather than fiction; to things which will
benefit our spiritual rather than our tem-
poral wants, and exhort us to be elevated
rather than debased, we surely ought to
give the sentiments due consideration,
and not ignorantly and blindly pronounce
their source to be from humbuggery, be-
cause the manifestations of that source
are new, or unpopular, or beyond our
common idea of things.

But to come more directly to the point:
We were at Auburn, the week before
last, and made \what investigations we
could, of the commonly called “spiritual
rappings.” We.were in the presence of
several “mediums,” and asked a great
many questions of the producers of the
“rappings” or responses, all of which were
answered correctly. We received several
communications,.spelled out by the alpha-
bet, the nature of which, in the main, was
composed of religious advice. We asked
a large number of mental questions, all of
which were answered as readily and cor-
rectly as vocal ones. We took particular
notice of the “rappings,” so as to discover,
if possible, any clue to the causes of
them. The “medium” would go into any
house, any room, or any part of the room,
and the “rappings” were produced in her
vicinity. Upon our request, the sounds
were produced upon any spot on the
floor, on tlie table, bureau, wall, chair,
or any other place in the room. Several
“test” questions were answered correctly,
when we had good reason to believe that
no individual present could have answered
them, except ourselves. And in one in-
stance we received information unasked

and unexpected, in regard to a subject
which neither any individual in the city

nor ourselves, knew of at the time, nor
could have known on that day. Subse-
quently we found the information to be
correct in every particular. These tests,
in addition to the general appearance of
things, the evidence of numberless little
circumstances, the superior intelligence
manifested by the invisible agencies, and
the humble and pure character of their
communications, all impressed our mind
with the belief that they are just what
they profess to be.

We give this as our opinion, and as
the conclusion to which we cannot but [
come, without asking any one to endorse |
our belief. One reason, among others,
why we speak of it in a public print,is
because it is a public matter, and one in
which people may be interested. We
were interested enough to investigate it;
and if we have been humbugged, we have
been so most effectually, and without the
slightest evidence to our minds that we
were being! deceived.—Cortland Demo-
crat.
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