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COMMUNICATION.

ВГ RICHARD WALKER.

Brother Senderland,—Yoh may rest as- 
I aired we shall do all we can in Ports- 
l mouth, (N. H.,) for the circulation of the 
; Spirit World. If we could be so favored 

ns to have a medium and communications 
I in this quarter, I think WB could' do much 
I more. There is already an impression 
' made, and many are anxious to witness 

the phenomena of the spiritual manifes­
tations, among whom are some of our 

' most scientific men; and front my own 
experience I judge with certainty that all 
candid and unprejudiced men, that can 
witness the same manifestations that I 
have several times witnessed in your fam- 
ily, will eome out full believers in the 
certainty, that their family connections 

; whom they have buried', do yet exist— 
! are near them, and love them as well as 
i ever! (And this one thing will bind up 

and console many a Broken and discon- 
i wlate heart.) Also that the spiritual 
I world is in near conjunction to the natu- 
I nJ world. All such men will readily ac- 
i knowledge that the idea of the existence 

of a apiritaal world, and the conscious-
I мм of departed spirits, is an intuition of 
i влаге, immanent in man, from the lowest 
J Bvage to the most enlightened of our 

nee; end that it bos been the general 
labor of the Christian world, for eighteeu 

j hundred years, to influence the mind by 
| the coiwideration of this subject. But 
i Dutrithrtanding all this—and that the Bi- 
I bk, и well as all nature, points to the 
| unraorUlily of the spirit, the mind of 
1 muiklod has been so darkened by theol­

ogy, priestcraft, and superstition, that the 
win have but little true’eonception of the 

philosophy of spiritual existence.— 
They have been taught, from childhood, 
visionary ideas of heaven; and the most 
npe and visionary of all such teachings 
ii by those that profess to be the most en- 
ligbteaed, and under the Christian name, 

wit; the idea of;a visionary heaven, 
I thousands of miles beyond the stars, where 

4‘fcysit on seats and sing psalm tunes 
I and hallelujahs for ever oud ever ; and on 

tfie other hand, a íwtwug hell, where tor- 
ihents’'unimaginable are endured for the 
same' time—a wicked devil, that has. al­
most as much power as the Supreme, to 
enhance those .torments, together with a 
World-full of: devils^ngaged to rob God 
of all but a smalPpertion of the work of 
His' hands. And to cl ap the climax, they 
teach for religion «^slavish fear of God, 
as though he were . an unfeeling tyrant, 
'willing to-give overall that dare to listen 
to • anything but what is taught in their 
creeds I They preach Death as the king 
of terrors—the griff monster—and the 
cold, gloomy grave ttp keep people “all 
their life timesubject to bondage, throagfe 
fear of death,” and the effect is, many are 
fast bound, in thos^slavisb chains. They 
are honestly afraicNtq believe the very 
tiling that would gladden tneir hearts and 
take away the sting of death and the 
gloom of the grave, lest they should lose 
their rotiZs.

I have frequently conversed with men 
of understanding, and while 1 have en­
deavored to lay out to them the philoso­
phy of spiritual existente, .and the plaus­
ibility and certainty ofcommunications 
with our departed relatives and friends, I 
have frequently seen tliq;.tearful,, glisten­
ing eye, and had thé^çesppnsej “Well, 
that looks reaaonaZiZe. J hope it is so. I 
should like to liold converse with my dear 
child—with my departé^çòmpanion,’’ &c. 
And for a while such would seem to feel 
deeply, interested in the subject; but per­
haps the next I hear from them is, “Oh, 
that is all the work of the devil,-to de­
ceive, Why, we have been to hear such 
an eminent man p touch—and he is a good 
man—-and lie provcdhplainly from the 
Bible that it is all the Work of the devil; 
and that these spirits/ are the same as 
those that entered into th© herd of swine,” 
When will our professional men cease to 
forge' such chains for their fellow man ? 
I am conscious that. many unfettered 
minds are now awaking to everlasting 
life; that is, to an understanding of what 
life and immortality Ц and to an enjoy­
ment of the consequent happiness. But 
will not these teachers soon have to awako 
to their own shame anq contempt ?

Mihd should be wi/el/eret/, and enquir­
ing to arrive at truth; and then facts that 
have been undeveloped'hitherto, although 
they at first appear so mysterious and 
contrary -to former opinions, will become 

■common-pl ace circumstances. I recollect 
that when I first heard your statements of 
having spiritual hands laid on you, and 
when I sat by yoúr side and heard you 
enquire whose hand was on your, heady I 
thought you was a little visionary I I did 
not expect that I should ever make such 
statements regarding myself; but since 
ihèn, I have often, been as conscious of 
having unseen hands upon me, as of any 
other tiling. I am not always aware of 
whose hands they were, although I have 
often been told by different persons on 
whom I had produced a state of trance; 
when it happened in their presence. 1 
have- felt the hands, and have asked them 
to see who was near me, and remember 
and tell me some other time, and. they 
have told, me like tins, “I saw such-and.- 

spmts, and scpiHcgne had. his hand 
on your ямтМёг.” And but a lew days 
since, while in, conversation with a man 
in the street, 1 felt myself encircled hy 
an. unseen arm,' with the hand upon my 
back, unmistakeabty! The inaní was a 
highly enlightened resident of?this city— 
a natural philosopher Who the spirit was 
I know pot. I presume it was some 
bright spirit attendant on him, and one4, 
who has something to do in raising his 
mind so far above the common standard, 
as it iii The conversation was on Psy­
chology and Spiritual Philosophy, of 
which he has quite an understanding.

I suppose we might have had commit’ 
uicatious .from spirits, here, before this 
time, if I had attended to the instructions 
I received'from guardian spirits, when at 
your, house; but my time has been de­
manded, of necessity, to my daily avoca­
tions ; and I knew that when once known 
that I had such, my house would, be 
thronged and my time taken up, and if I 
should ask or receive a fee for my atten­
tion and trouble, the next cry would be, 
“.Deceph'on. W. is humbugging tho peo­
ple out of thoir money,” And added to 
this would bo tho foolish skepticism and 
abuse of the would-be-wise ignoramuses 
and public mountebanks of the day, which 
you have experienced, I. should love the 
converse of sgirils, but I do not covet the 
disgusting abuso yòu have to bear as pay 
for your trouble and labor of love.

Portsmouth, N. II.,July 8,1851.

An honest man is believed without an 
oath his reputation swears for him.
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* [Original.1

THE SPIRITUAL WORLD.
Which world is that ? Is it the one in 

which we shall live hereafter ? But who 
knows whether we are not living in it 
now ? Who knows whether we have not 
always been living in it? Let us see.

A child is born upon tlie earth. He is 
a beautiful child» as all babes are, and he 
is born into being where everything else 
is beautiful. There are sweet sounds to 
fall upon his ear, and pleasant sights 
to gladden his wondering eye. Insects 
hum, birds carol, bells chime, winds mur­
mur, streamlets ripple, rain drops patter, 
and a mother’s fond voice breathes holiest 
tones of love—all around him. Blue 
bends over him from above, green bears 
him up from beneath, the sun sheds gold­
en light, the moon soft radiance pours, a 
thousand starry orbs roll on, snows fall, 
flowers bloom, forests wave, and human 
eyes look lovingly on him—always and 
everywhere. Is he not dwelling in a 
world of beauty? - Alas, he does not 
know it Not one of these sounds has he 
ever heard, nor one of these glorious 
sights beheld. He is deaf—he is blind! 
And yet he is in the world of music and 
scenery, and always has been; and he 
only needs to have his eyes opened, and 
his ears unstopped, to be made conscious 
of the fact

0, man! O, human brother 1 See, in 
this child, a true picture of thyself!— 
Thou, too, art half-witted, part idiot, like 
this poor- babe. Thou, too, art born into 
a world of infinite beauty, but, like him, 
thou comprehendest it not Couldst thou 
but look.clearly, thou wouldst see thyself 
in a land alP heayenly nfitTdivine. Thou 
wouldst see .celestial spirits surrounding 
thee, and eyen angels enfolding thee in 
their arms. Thou wouldst hear them 
speak»words of holiest affection, and lis­
ten to their strains of melting music.— 
Thou wouldst come to know thy flesh 
was not thyself, but only thy clod; and 
thou wouldst .be glad to lay it off, and 
feel thou hadst, indeed, undergone the 
true resurrection, and wast now standing 
up in the inner- spheres! Thy heart 
would leap at the thought of being forev­
er a denizen of the spirit land, and thy 
soul wax strong in the eternal progression 
known in the home of the cherubim!

O, man! 0, human brother!' all t7n> 
wouldst thou realize couldst thou, like 
that little child, have, not thine earthly, 
but thy spiritual senses opened! Thou 
art not half born, yet. Thou hast hardly 
begun to see. Thou, hast not begun to 
live. Thou hast only been dreaming ere- 
while. O, wake! ope thy eyes! listen! 
interrogate nature, commune with thine 
own spirit, refuse not the companionship 
of thy loved ones who are gone, assimi­
late thyself to the celestials, climb up into 
the bosom of the Infinite One—and thou 
shalt then begin to know what it is to be I 

Joseph Treat.
Boston, July 11,1851,

To be intent on pleasure, yet negligent 
of happiness, is to be careful of what will 
ease us for a few moments of our life, 
and yet without regard to what will dis­
tress us for many years of it.

O. S. FOWLER AMD THE SPIRITS.

The following testimony was addressed 
to our friend, W. S. Courtney, of Pitts­
burg, Pa., and explains the purpose for 
which it was written. In laying it before 
our readers, it affords us an opportunity 
for expressing a hope that the time is not 
far distant when Mr. O. S. Fowler will 
say as much through the pages of his 
own papers, The Water Cure and The 
Phrenological Journals. The pages of 
these journals have hitherto been totally 
silent on this subject, w bile they have 
been in the constant receipt of “The 
Spiritual Philosopher” and “The Spirit 
World.” Indeed, for the past year (though 
not for the present,) the Messrs. Fowlers 
and Wells received this paper on sale, 
and yet they never once announced this 
fact to their own readers. Of this, we 
must not, would not complain, (though 
we know what is customary in such 
cases,) but of course I cannot forget how 
sincerely I labored to assist the Messrs. 
Fowlers when they first began their pro­
fessional career in New York, some four­
teen years ago. I was then editor of a 
paper of which some seven thousand co­
pies were circulated weekly, and in that 
paper I advertised them, commended 
them, freely. And when O. S. com- 
comm"ericêd'Jflré~A4fíeficah 'PhreYioTogical 
Journal, in 18381 1 published his pro­
spectus, and assisted gratuitously to bring 
that publication into notice. Now, the 
Journal is said to have twenty thousand 
subscribers, but is silent when requested 
to announce the existence of “The Spirit 
World.” “We do not like to refer even 
to the person or paper named.” Well, 
all right, brother.. You do believe in the 
truthfulness of the spiritual manifesta­
tions, and you speak through other papers, 
on the subject. The time will soon come, 
I doubt not, when-you will think it suita­
ble to speak as freely through your own 
as you have done’in the following testi­
mony through other papers, which are no 
more devoted to this subject than your 
own papers, the Water Cure and Phreno­
logical Journals, in which no testimony 
like the following has yet appeared :

Pittsburg, Slay 22,1851.
Friend Courtney,—I gladly comply 

with your request to tell you what I know 
respecting the Spirit Rappings in New 
York, in connection with the Foxes, last 
summer, and have heard others, this 
spring, in Pittsburg. I have also heard 
Burr’s noises. The latter arc no more 
like the former, than a church bell is like 
a fiddle. Burr’s are obvious cracks of the 
finger or other joints, or such raps as any 

one could make; whereas these are inim­
itable. I said at first. I repeat now, no 
human agency can imitate these raps,not 
even machinery, for that would prevent 
the variety now observed. You wish 
facts—I give you what I have seen and 
heard. At one sitting, Christina, the me­
dium, was sitting at least two feet from 
the table, and her feet at least two feet 
from those of the table. No other one 
was in the room except Mrs. Taylor, 
whose feet were also turned from the ta­
ble, with sometimes her hands, sometimes 
her elbow on the table, but most of the 
time not touching it. I alone touched 
that table.

I heard the raps louder and more nu­
merous than I had ever heard them be­
fore—sometimes in response to mental 
questions, sometimes to written ones.— 
Now, who made these raps ? Underneath I 
that floor on which the table stood, was 
nothing but dirt. I examined the table, 
and can swear that there was no machin- I 
ery under, in, or about the table—can I 
swear that no other person but myself I 
touched it, and yet I felt its vibrations as |i 
distinctly as I ever felt any vibrations in П 
my life.

The table vibrated with everyrap—one | 
of my feet was on the table leg—my foot 
alone touched that table. These raps I I 
did not make, and yet that table vibrated. | 
Could Christina, sitting two feet from the 
table, produce these vibrations? These ' 
vibrations were not on the floor, the oth­
ers were on the table’s leg. If these vi- г 
brations had had their origin in the floor, ' 
my other foot would have felt them— I! 
Christina did not make these raps—Mrs.. || 
Taylor^ebuld not have made them, nor l| 
would she if she could, for she is a true, I 
trusty woman. I did not make them—no I 
other living being was in the room, and I 
yet they were made. C. Chauncey Burr, 1 
who made them ?

Besides, phrenologically considered, 
Christiana is a perfectly honest girl. Not h 
one head do I examine in months, with as j 
large an organ of Conscientiousness as 1 
she possesses. Her head is that of a 
downright honest girl, utterly incapable, II 
either intellectually or morally, of trick­
ery. If such a head should try tricks, they 
would be perfectly transparent, for she 
has not sufficient cuteness to cany out a 
well concerted plan of deception. If 
Burr’s conscience is half as large as Chris­
tina’s, phrenologically or practically, then 
my eyes deceive me, for Burr has a very 
heavy base to his brain, Christina a very 1 
heavy top head. Burr’s entire lecture did I 
not contain one iota of evidence to dis- i 
prove the Rochester knockings. True, j 
he made noises, though they were utterly 1 
unlike the spirit rappings; and if they I 
had been exact imitations, that would no 
more prove the non-existence of spirit I 
rappings, than the existence of bogus 
prove the non-existence of genuine coiu.

In Burr’s whçle manner, as I read it, 
there was not an open, earnest, manly in­
vestigation and defence of truth. If ho 
had been actuated by a sincere love of 
truth, and desire to propagate it, his en­
tire manner would have been diflerent— 
would have had more heart and less at­
tempted oratory; more actual, less appar­
ent interest; more pathos, less bathos.
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whole manner struck me as that of a 
®«i*l  pleader, not a developer of truth. 
Й s reference to Dr. Ackley, of Cleveland, 

I js singularly unfortunate^ for Ackley is 
behind the age in everything, and his op­
position I regard as a sure proof of truth. 
Let G Chauncey Burr look out, for if this 
matter be from the spirit world, its au­
thors will soon take care of him;

In thus casting my influence in favor 
of the rappings, I do simply what my full­
est convictions of truth and duty oblige 
me to do. I testify, actuated solely by a 
lore of truth, and a willingness to sacri­
fice, if needs be, in its behalf.

Q.,S. Fowler,

I SKEPTICISM OB’ IGSORAJ'CE.

BY-, ROBERT CHAMBERS.

[I have extracted the following, for the 
Spirit World, from an Essay by Robert 
Chambers, a living English author of con­
siderable merit It is pithy and pertinent 
in these days of the constant advent of 
new truths. I doubt not it will be ac­
ceptable to your readers. J. G. D.
tjwis, IV; K, JuZy 6,1851.

Inquirers find no safety from the hosts 
of the ignorant and prejudiced, unless 
they can substantiate every announcement 
by such incontestable proofs, that the 
howl which forms the usual salutation of 
every new truth- is sure to be almost in- 
«iantly put ^own. The least trespass: 

j from the experimental and numerical into 
the moral is sure to be punished. The 
theoiy formdd may be-supported by many 
analogies and^bservaiions calculated to 
give something like conviction;but these 
will pass for mere folly with those who 
have no steps in their minds by which to 
attain to the same conclusions. If the 
least vagueness appear, or the slightest j 
occasion be given to-inake error supposa­
ble, then instantly the inquirer is ex- j 
claimed against as a dreamer, and his 
theory snarled at and kicked out of all 
countenance. The great body of the ig­
norant seem to take a positive pleasure 
when they can catch a philosopher trip­
ping, or see reason to suspect the sound­
ness of any great discovery; though 
nothing con be more clear than that every 
new sentence added to the book of nature 
is a gain of the most important kind to 
the whole of mankind. Such conduct re­
minds one of the Irishman in the jest­
boot, who, when carried for a wager in 
the hod of his companion, up a tall ladder 
set against a house, had hopes of being 
let fall about the third story. The posi­
tion in which the sciences stand with the 
public at large, is altogether such as to 
recall to my mind a scene I once wit­
nessed at a public spectacle. There was 
a railed space, jealously guarded, and 
into which the multitude were anxious to 
intrude. The guardians of the spot fought 
bard to exclude all who came; but, in 
spite of their efforts, a few hardy raga­
muffins got in—very much scratched, and 
torn, and disordered, to be sure, but still 
there they were. “Very well,” said the 
superintendent, “you fellows may stay, 
but not one of these (pointing to a num­
ber of decent applicants,) shall be admit-

ted.” The hardy .mechanical sciences 
have thus fought their way into the place 
of honor; while the moral sciences, timid, 
modest, but infinitely more valuable, 
shrink back from the threatening consta­
ble’s baton of Ignorant Incredulity, and 
are trodden in the kennel.

2 Far be frota me all intention, by these 
remarks, to insinuate the least censure of 

I a philosophical caution in granting belief.
I. am only anxious, while the evils to the 
cause òf truth from"rashly-admitted pro­
positions are so prominently kept in view, 
to. draw some attention on the other hand 

(to the injury which .the same great, cause 
appears to me in many instances to suffer 
from propositions being too rashly denied 
and thrown aside. Times without num­
ber, in ordinary society, I have seen facts 
rejected through Suspiciousness, or preju­
dice, or in a mereKspirit of wanton skep­
ticism, while I chanced to be assured of 
their truth; .and' Г could not help lament­
ing that these facts -went for naught, al­
most as much as! should have done for 
the admission of Others upon manifestly 
insufficient grounds. | The world is thus 
daily and hourly losing the benefits of a 
vast amount of experience and observa­
tion, which, if; received upon a fair au­
thentication, could'-not fail to be of the 
greatest service. vSo liable are we to 
suspicion, that no .fact whatever, if of an 
extraordinary nature, has the least value 
after passing through two mouths, or if it 
have happened at a considerable distance. 
Obscurity and doubt then rest upon it, 
and it is consigned to the limbo of all 
useless things. The skepticism invaria­
bly-increases-in proportion as the alleged 
fact isjemote,.fron^jtaxqmmon trains of, 
ideas, or. irrelative to the ordinary motives" 
of action*,)  of him to whom it is communi­
cated. The. sordid can believe nothing 
generous; the perverted and prejudiced 
mind can admit no straightforward truth. 
There is in all this, I^erio’usly believe, a 
presumption óf such an amount of insin­
cerity and bad faith inSÍl .narrators, as, if 
it existed’, would be totally incompatible 
with our most valued social relations.

The ihgénious Laputan ‘philosopher 
who endeavored to extract sunbeams from 
cucumbers, might very properly, I think, 
have, had another taslj ^assigned to him— 
to extract arid store up the good from the 
millions of truths every-day coming into 
light, but which, as things stand, become 
instant lumber, through the uncalled-for 
suspiciousness and the prejudices of man­
kind.

ANTAGONISMS.
BY Л. J.ljúvi3.

The present organization or structure 
of society, although vastly better now 
than in any previous’ age of the world, 
nevertheless engenders personal and na­
tional animosities, jt developes many 
and various antagonisms.. It imposes re­
strictions upon the natural rights and en­
joyments of life, and leaves us unprotect­
ed against the ills of disease and acci­
dent, by encouraging and. supporting mo­
nopolies, which are Monarchies, and by 
aiding and perpetuating, poverty, and con­
sequent crime and consequent misery.

It does not reform the criminal and the 

morally deformed, by fraternal and hospi­
table treatment. It does not attract the 
gambler from His Hades of vice, by kind­
ness, principles of brotherly love and good 
will; nòr tile Voluptuary from his Pande­
monium, by the positive sphere of Love 
and Wisdom; but it incarcerates and 
brutally disposes of the transgressora and 
the criminal, and repels the gambler and 
the licentious man, with prejudicial words 
and unrighteous deportment.
' It contaminates our youth. It converts 
a joyful and confiding child into a sad and 
suspecting man; it transforms a fair and 
happy mind into a disproportioned and 
miserable one; and consequently causes 
and perpetuates unhappiness, misdirec­
tion, and error among men.

It developes the; evils known as prosti­
tution, cupidity, envy, malice, duplicity, 
and hypocrisy; and makes subsistence 
and prosperity, and even life or existence 
itself, dependent upon, and inseparably 
connected with,- individual intrigue, de­
ception, and knavery.

It is based upon antagonistic and con­
flicting interests and professions; and 
thus deranges arid perverts the natural 
or legitimate development of the enter­
prising and energizing faculties of the 
human mind; and causes these faculties 
to manifest themselves in strifes, conten­
tions, wars, and in a cold, proscriptive, 
sordid’selfishness.

; .It keeps up a perpetual war between 
labor and capital. It sanctions a conflict 
between interest and duty. It causes a 
man to lacerate and deform his conscience 
—to Smother the inward monitor—inor­
der to augment his worldly interests and 
emoluments. This is true of all the 
trades anfi profe^oh&'^.OnUhe .other 
hand, the present structure of society, 
compels a man to. sacrifice, his worldly 
interests—yea^his reputation,his profes­
sion, his friendships, his subsisterice, his 
life even—in order to dishonestly obey 
tiie serene voice of Duty,' which intuition 
constantly whispers in his inmost ear;— 
The saying has become almost proverbial 
that “an honest mán cannot succeed in. 
business.’’

It makes the lawyer’s interest consist 
in individual and social disturbances—in 
contentions; litigations,, arid lengthened 
or cohtinuoits disputes. ‘ His inward Dei- 
ty—hie, innate love of truth, arid justice, 
and harmony, may frequently prompt the 
lawyer to. seriously pray for the utter 
banishment of all discords and disputes; 
yet, nevertheless, his interest impels him 
to procrastinate and complicate individual 
disturbances in every possible and con­
ceivable manner. This conflict between 
interest and duly we hold to be vitiating 
and demoralizing to mankind. We hold 
that the man is immorally situated whose 
duty tells him one thing; and his interest 
another, And this is the work of present 
society.

Tho present structure of society we 
likewise hold to bo demoralizing and de­
praving, because it makes the physician’s 
interest to consist in the existence, prev­
alence, and multiplicity of human disease 
and physical suffering. His duty—his 
love of general health and happiness— 
—may prompt him to earnestly desire the 
total extirmination of all bodily infirmities 
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and distress; but it cannot be denied that 
his pecuniary interest consists in the 
abundance of organic violations and dis­
ease. And his interest also prompts him 

I to strenuously oppose all medical re­
form, or the introduction of any principle 
which tends to banish disease and destroy 
his occupation.

The present social arrangements make 
the clergyman’s interests to conflict also' 
with his duty. It causes his interest to 
consist in the prevalence of ignorance 
and in the existence of moral transgres­
sions. It causes him to usurp the right 
to reason and decide upon religious sub­
jects. It causes him to deny the privi­
lege of free discussion to others. It 
prompts him to impose unrighteous re­
strictions upon our speech and actions. 
It vitiates his mind by assigning’ to him a 
false and unnatural position; and then he 
exerts upon us, and upon our children, a 
correspondingly false and unnatural influ­
ence^—Spirit Messenger..EDITORIAL.

. BOSTON, SATURDAY, JULY 26, 1851.

THE SPIRITUAL. WORLD.
‘ Though we do not feel disposed to dog­

matise upon this subject, we suppose the 
readers of this paper will consider them­
selves entitled to a knowledge of the con­
clusions to which we have arrived upon it. 
The views to which a patient course of in­
vestigation, continued for some thirty years, 
has inclined my mind, may be more or less 
correct and iiraccordance with the infinite 
source ofTruth; and, whether wholly free 
from error or not, the statement of them in 
these columns may, perhaps, assist others 
in approaching nearer to .the centre of the 
great circle than we may have been able to 
do. It cannot be supposed by our friends’ 
“scattered abroad,” that we have closed 
our eyes to the difficulties which, fpr the 
last few months have so much engrossed 
their attention, connected with manifesta­
tions from the spiritual world. Nor do we 
believe it would subserve any good purpose 
to attempt to pass over these difficulties, as 
if they either ought not to be known, or 
being known to a part, should be concealed, 
apd covered from the examination of those 
who are engaged in the same course of in­
vestigation with ourselves.

True, the world of which we now speak 
is concealed from the external; but in so 
far as it makes itself known, it is proper 
that we should take knowledge of its de­
velopments, and judge of them according­
ly . It may have been noticed that we do 
not recognise the distinction attempted to 
be made by some, between “die spiritual 
world” and “the world of spirits.” For all 
present or practical purposes, it may be 
sufficient to consider the world in which 
all spirits live, as one world; it i. spiritual I 

tire same as this world is external and 
physical. There may, indeed, be reasons 
for the distinction above alluded to, but as 
we do not все or feel the force of them, it 
will' not be expected! that we should recog­
nize this distinction here. And now, what 
of the communications made to mortals, 
from the spiritual world- ? Лгв íAsp always/ 
harmonious? Jlrо they all truthful? Are 
they always what mortals take them to be ?

The question here is- not in respect to in­
dividual cases—not whether persons may 
not be found in different localities who be­
lieve that all the communications- made to 
them are truthful and harmonious, for this 
would probably be the testimony of a vast 
majority of all who have ever received 
communications from the spiritual world. 
That which comes, from, the spirit of a 
father, mother, child, "brother, sister, hus­
band, or wife, may be truthful. But com­
munications mad’e by spirits who sustain no 
such relation to mortals—how shall we 
judge of these ? And when such commu­
nications are made to different mortals in 
different localities,, and we find, on compar­
ing them, that they do not agree, what 
then ?

V Look at this fact': Two papers have been 
started in Western New York, from sug­
gestions made by a spirit or spirits, pur­
porting to be apostles; and in a neighbor­
ing village a spirit has responded purporting 
to be that ofa^fegoFÍte-Ьогве ; and there is, 
perhaps, about as much evidence of identity 
in the one case as in the other. . I do not 
say. that the spirit of “St. Paul” did not 
dictate a certain paper published, in Au­
burn, but what I affirm is this :

1. There is- no evidence of identity in 
what purports to come from St. Paul, any 
more than there is in what purports to come 
from a dog or a horse.

2. As long as different spirits communi­
cate in different places’, who call themselves 
by the same names, and contradict one an­
other in what they say, we are forbidden to 
receive either of them for what they pur­
port to.be.

3. Mortals who)'act, preach sermons, 
publish papers, &c., on the. authority of 
such spirits, of whose real identity they can 
know and prove nothing, are deceived.— 
To me it would be an evidence of inferior 
wisdom, were a spirit to offer mo advice 
requiring me to give his name to the public 
as the authority on which I acted, when 
that spirit could not afford me or the public 
any reliable evidence of his indentity. The 
conclusion, therefore, seems inevitable, that 
mortals who proclaim to the external world 
the nawie*  of apockryphal spirits as the 
authority for what they (mortals) do, are 
certainly deceived.

Is it not a dictate of superior wisdom, 

that mortals should always act on theirown 
responsibility ? That they should never 
attempt to fall back on weccrtain authority 
for their conduct ? To do so is evidence 
cither of mental imbecility or of a perverted 
judgment. Can we believe that an angel 
from the higher spheres, whose wisdom ex- 

. coeds our own, would commit Iris name to 
the disposal of a weak mortal, as authority 

. for what that mortal should do ? Assist­
ance all mortals may receive, indeed, from 
superior or angelic wisdom; but when man 
acts on the aatkovity of a spirit of whose 

1 identity he knows- nothing at all, he is not 
assisted; lie is hindered, in his progression, 
Superior wisdom tends to develops man­
hood,. to. strengthen man’s judgment But 
this quoting the authority of apocryphal 
spirits hinders man’s development, and 
should not be encouraged. It may be well, 
perhaps, to pursue this subject and see 
what satisfactory answer may be given to 
the query, in respect to the discord com­
plained of in communications from the 
spiritual world. It is admitted that the 
manifestations are on the increase. But it 
is equally, evident that in character the 
communications, thus*  far, do not seem to 
have kept pace with the number of media 
that have been multiplied all over the coun­
try. Whether this be the fact or not, we 
do not propose here to enquire. Certain it 
is, that this view is taken of this subject by 
thosewithjn.ourknqwledge who would 
seem to have had . the best means for judg­
ing. They are those who have not confined 
their observations to their own circles; 
they have gone abroad in search of truth, 
and have entered every open door—have 
interrogated Nature, and the answers re­
ceived may be looked for in succeeding 
numbers of the Spirit World.

Judgment.—This is the rule we follow 
in determining how much of one thing we 
will select for our columns. We do not 
need to drink a barrel of vinegar in order 
to determine what it is—nor to eat a cart­
load of Jeremiah’s “naughty figs," in order 
to find out that they are “bad."

In the first number of this paper Ave 
stated the estimate which we put upon 
communications from spirits, when made 
by “sounds.” Leaving out of view what 
passes between, mortals and their immediate 
guardian angels, we forewarned all that 
these manifestations, when taken together, 
could not bo depended upon, per sc, for 
truth or intelligence. And now look back, 
for a moment, apd contemplate what has 
come to pass. Those who have read this 
paper from tire beginning, have generally 
advanced in a knowledge of the laws which 
appertain to the spiritual world, and have 
not we hope, been essentially deceived;
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tftUf otben have received the wildest 
Lgiriee from spirits purporting to be 
•«apostle»,” “prophets,-’ “Judas Iscariot,” 
•«President»,” “heroes,” “prarriors,” “Be- 
fltdbab,” “Sam Slick,” and the “devil.” 

I/ And do any of our readers desire to see our 
I columns filled, from week to week, with] 

such trash and sectarian “cant” which is 
published in Auburn and uttered in fifty or 

J * hundred other localities, as coming from 
I ‘<St. Paul,” “St. Luke,” and “Dr. Frank­

lin?" We think a “taste,“now and then, 
of what comes frotn spirits so “very high” 
that they cannot put their lucubrations into 

1 decent English, will be all-sufficient. In 
J a future number we will give the so-called 

11 “Auburn apostles” an opportunity of speak­
ing through our columns; and if, upon ex­
amination, they should be .fouud to fall I 

I even below Dr. Phelps’s «H. P. Devil,” ini
I the appropriateness of their'language, the 

fault shall not be chargeable to Us, as these 
“very high” spirits have never yet respond­
ed in our family, nor through any other 

j , medium in any way associated with us.
■•••»-------------

I.VOMATIOM.—Mr. W. M. Fernaid has 
I in contemplation a compilation of the 

j , “ Beauties of ^Swedenborg/’to be made up 
[I of choice selections from .his writings. Mr. I 

I femald has also prepared ^br the press an 
; elaborate Review of Mr. “Davis’s Nature’s 

f.’ Divine Revelations. ’ ’
We have beep^^nucsted Ло give an ас- I 

I count of the papers devoted to'Spiritual ism, 
j which have been commenced sínèe our 
I own. We do so with pleasure:

1. “The Spirit Messenger,” published 
it Springfield, Mass., by Rev. A. P. Am­
bler. $2 per annum, bl Devoted to the pro- 
mulgation of the peculiar views of “Mr. 
Andrew Jackson Davis, the Poughkeepsie i 
Seer and Clairvoyant.”

2. “The Anthropologist.” Published 
at Milwaukie, Wis., monthly. Fifty cents 
a year. A. Pratt, M. D., and John Fox, I 
editou. The first issue was in February I 
lut We have only received three num- 
berr, and conclude that it has been discon­
tinued.

3. The next in order of time is “Dis- 
clofures from the «Interior, and Superior 
Care for Mortals."**  Semi-monthly. $1 
per annum. Highly exclusive and sectá­
rio. Il has never been sent us in ex- 
chuge.

4, “The Truth Seeker.” Kenosha, 
Wii. Monthly. Fifty cents a year. We 
lure received only one number of this pa­
per, and are unable to say whether it is 
rootinoed or not.

5. June 6,1851. Anothersemi-month- 
ly paper was commenced in Auburn, N. Y., 
called the “Spiritual and Moral Instructor." i 
$1 per annum, in advance. 1- S. Hiatt, I

Correspondents.—Dr. Jas. P. Groves, 
I of Milwaukie, very justly complains that it 
“greves” him to be:called “Green,” as his 
name was mis-spelled in our number for 
July.5...

It must be borne jn mind that much of 
the reading which;.appears under the head 
of “Correspondence/” was not written for 
publication. - This fact makes those letters 

II still more interesting. ' They are the pure 
I out-breathings of (congenial minds, which 

enhance the interest of this paper very 
much indeed.-

.An excellent (агйЙё from W. S. Court­
ney, Esq., will appear in our next. We 
have the promise of'other articles from his 
pen, with which otn£ readers shall be -fa­
vored in due time.-g<
-.Prof.D. Lyman^Liz.m\. University, Ox­
ford, jQ.l W.P have tm^protnise an artá- 
cle from! the peri of this gentleman, on a 
subject interesting to us all, to appear in 
bur columns soon.

West Randolph, Afasi, The complaint 
made against the “Universalist priest” who 
has-“used up the Universalist Society,” in 
this place, should be sent to'-the Christian 
Freeman,, in which Mr. Knapen’s “unfair 
find egotistical article appeared.

“Copy/uo'rrect, and publish.” '■ This re­
quest is made of us, occasionally. We de­
sign to (correct all we publish, but then as 
to're-writing .articles sept us, we must beg 
to be excused.

Thank You*!' —Dearifritends, co-laborers, 
brothers, sisters, whose kind assistance has 
encouraged me to go on in these labors of 
love, I thank you! Wish I qould take 
you, one and all, by the hand! Letters 
come to us from the £ast,.Weet, North, 
and South, all Bpeakingvtyords of encour­
agement, and. bidding qp.“:God speed” in 
this great and good work. J bless you all 1 
You that are poor, andlabor hard to get 
the means to help on the weekly visite of 
the paper you love. So, indeed, do I work 
hard, and early and lute. And how much 
I have toiled, how much 1 have suffered, 
even, I am not anxious - .|o tell, and you 
probably never will know. No matter.

editor.1 Like the othdr Auburn paper, this 
is also decidedly sectaTian.

6. Ànbthér is contemple led, to be called 
“The Shekinah,” published quarterly,' at 
Bridgeport, Conn., rit $2 per year, in ad­
vance. The prospectus was published in 
orir paper for July 5,1851.

We wish them all success. Let those 
who have that wjrik.tq do, strike, as one of 
bur correspondents culls it, “with a secta­
rian drill-hammer.’V :..Let us have an “open 
ring and fair play/’ attd we have no fear ad 
to the result.

Let it all pass. There Is a “good time 
coining." By and by we shall meet in the 
spheres above. Arid ore we reach those 
blessed realms, if you fnny converse with 
the departed spirits of those you loved as 1 
have, and do from day .to day, О full well 
I know that you will consider it ample 
compensation for all, and more than you or 
1 have ever yet endured for this good 

j cause.

How Many Apostles?—There are a 
number of localities where responses are 
made from the spiritual world, purporting 
all to come from “the apostles and pro­
phets, redemption through Christ being 
their, constant theme.” In Auburn, N. Y., 

I through Mrs. Benedict, the so-called apos­
tles offered their responses to me.

More recently, spirits calling themselves 
apostles have responded in the city of New 
York, through a Mr..Baldwin, who went 
on there from Boston. After Mr. Bald­
win’s return here, his own assistant guar­
dian spirit declared to me that the apostles 
Paul and Luke, who responded in New 

'York, were' not those who responded in 
Auburn. Those in Auburn, therefore, were 
imposters. A “St. Paul” and “St. Luke” 
have responded in other localities, so that 
if these things go on jn this way, we shall 
soon have as many apostles as there are 
fanatics to “believe every spirit” who 
comes to them under these names.

CORRESPOADlJJCE.

Watertown, N. Y., June 3p, 1851.
Friend Sunderland,—I, and very many 

■friends throughout this State, do most 
sincerely hope thats your valuable paper 
may be supported as it should be. God 
knows that it would never cease if I could 
command the outward world. I love it, 
and 1 pray that it may be long continued, 
to us. I hope Jo be able, if my health is 
ever restored, to do something for its 
pages. I wanted to do so in the last 
volume, but I have been occupied in 
writing, lectures, and essays upon An­
thropology, and the internal world partic­
ularly, and could not afford time, yet I 
think I now have some thoughts and 
truths which, cannot be read without do­
ing some good. These are at the service 
of the Spirit World. I feel that I cannot 
be a reformer, and not do something for 
such a publication. I hope to deliver a 
course of lectures in your city, next fall 
or winter, on Reform, in religion, govern­
ment, social life, education, medicine, 
&c. As I have now spent all my time 
and means to develope myself, I feel that 
it is time to show myself in the world.

Do you know that Burr is doing our 
cause great good ?

Excuse this hasty scrawl, and also the 
freedom I use in addressing one with 
whom I havo never been as intimate as I 
desired and desire to be.

Yours truly, for man,
Benj. Flower, M. D.
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South Hanson, Mass., July 7, 1851.
• Dear Si".—I received the first number 
of the third volume, the other evening, 

•and was heartily rejoiced at its re-ap­
pearance. I wish you success in the 
cause in' which you have enlisted, and 
shall try to help you all I can, but there 
is much opposition in this place to the 
idea that departed spirits cun hold inter­
course with their friends in this world. 
However, a few of us have had sittings, 
and received what purported to be intel­
ligence from the spiritual world; and all 
who heard the sounds were satisfied there 
was no deception about the matter.

Yours, &c.,
Wm. H. H. Bryant.

Fomin/fion Falls, Me., July 7,1851.
Dear Sir,—I rejoice in the reception of 

the Spirit World, weekly. .Though I 
have but little time for reading, I cannot 
resist the inclination; nor can I doubt 
but I am directed by the good spirits to 
take it, as I believe' they often give me 
good advice. My little son is a medium, 
through whom we have had the “sounds” 
in my own family, which is a great satis- 
tion indeed. Yours, with respect,

M. MOAR.

On opening our office, in this city,' in 
July, 1850, the writer of the above, then 
resident in this city, was sent by his 
“boss” to put up some shelves for our 
convenience. At that time,- he had no 
idea of communication from the spiritual 
world. But favored as this humble me­
chanic has since been, It affords us pleas­
ure to hear from him, and especially to 
know that he is favored with angel visits, 
“away down East.”—Ed.

Southington, Ct., July 8,1851.
Mr. Sunderland,—Dear Sir: I have 

omitted writing until this time, hoping to 
add more Лап one subscriber to your 
valuable paper—but have not, as yet. 
On Saturday evening I received the first 
number of the third volume. It was a 
welcome visitor, I assure you. I do hope 
you will be abundantly sustained. I can­
not do without the paper; and I shall do 
all in my power to add to your list of sub­
scribers, but it is beating against wind 
and tide. There is little or no interest 
in the subject here. I have intended to 
give you an account of what I witnessed 
last summer, in Rochester, Syracuse, 
Bridgeport, and Hartford, but have not 
yet been able to it.

Lucy H. Phinney.

Elgin, N. Y., July 8,1851.
Dear Friend Sunderland,—The en­

closed redeems my pledge for the support 
of the Spirit World.

The spiritual manifestations are in­
creasing in our midst, and we are enjoy­
ing some glorious seasons in communing 
with the spirits of our departed friends.

Yours, in the bonds of Peace,,
A. J. Waldron.

Mumford, Monroe Co., N. Y., )
July 8,1851. J

Mr. Sunderland,—Dear Sir: I have 
been enabled to obtain a few subscribers 
to the Spirit World, and hope to add more 
to the list hereafter. I have taken this 
paper since its first publication, and feel 
much pleasure in saying that I have been 
entertained and benefitted by its read­
ing.

The spread of the spiritual phenomena, 
with all its mysterious unfoldings, cannot 
fail to give a wide circulation to this val­
uable journal. Writing mediums are to 
be met with in every section, and daily 
increasing. How-admirably the spirits 
are fulfilling their promises, that the com­
munications would become universal.

The following beautiful and prophetic 
communication, made to Judge S., of 
Livingston Co., N. Y., by the spirit of his 
deceased wife, last winter, in presence of 
Mrs. Fish, the medium, cannot fail to be 
read with admiration :

“The time has come, dear husband, 
when our Heavenly Father will permit us 
to converse together, and progress in 
knowledge,' which has hitherto been veiled 
in great mystery. íhe press and pulpit 
have failed to produce the desired effect, 
and God saw fit to send a more tangible 
manifestation, to convince skeptics of the 
immortality of the soul.”

Yours truly,
Duncan McLaughlin.

Dedham, Mass., July 9, 1851.
My Dear Brother Sunderland,—Credit 

me- tor six menihe-of “Spirit World,” 
only, and let tlie other dollar go to make 
up a little of what you have given to the 
blessed cause; or if it pleases you better, 
give the other copy to some one who is 
unable to pay for- it. My paper makes a 
regular circuit, every week, and I hope to 
be able to send you some subscribers, ere 
long.

It is a blessed paper to me—it comes 
like an angel, bringing “glad tidings of 
great joy” from the homes of the blessed. 
May God bless ypu, my dear brother, in 
this good work. .

I want to ask you a question. For nine 
months past, I have felt a sensation as if 
a hand was pressed upon my head. It is 
not like a hand, and yet I feel it as dis­
tinctly. It glides from one place to an­
other. When I request it, it will press 
up and down—most frequently over the 
organ of reverence. I feel it sometimes 
on my shoulders, hands, and other places. 
I feel it at night—in day-time—out- doors 
—in the house—anywhere—everywhere. 
I hear little sounds in connection with it 
—mostly on my pillow at night. What is 
it? You are the first and the only one 
I have ever mentioned this to, I have 
noticed it calmly for a long time, and 
know it is not imagination,

I do not expect you can be to the trou­
ble of answering inquiries by letter, but 
perhaps you will refer to the subject, in 
the paper, some time.

I am truly thine, G.T.
We can merely give an opinion in re- 

jply to our brother, and that, you know, is 

not of much consequence. Having my- 1 
self, had precisely the same experience 
which he describes, I have found no dif­
ficulty in accounting for such sensations, 
especially when assured, as I have been, , 1 
that they are produced by congenial spir- ■ | 
its. Often when mortals approach me, in 
my office, or in any other place, I am as 

’Conscious of touch from attending angels, ! 
in my physical system, as if some person j 
had put his external hand upon my head.
—Ed.

Lyndon, Vt., July 10,1851.
Dear Sir,—I am alone the only disci- t 

pie of the Harmonial Philosophy in this 
vicinity, so far as I -know. I find a disin­
clination to investigate, and no desire to L 
be informed, among our people. I intend | 
taking a copy of your paper, to give away . 
—to spread broadcast among my acquaint- j 
ances, hoping good results.

I feel and believe that I have a mission Я 
to fulfil, most important and momentous | 
to the world, which thus far I am success. | 
fully and joyfully accomplishing. May | 
the good work go on, and may we all p 
“progress.”

Yours in Liberty, Fraternity, and Uni­
ty, E. Mattocks.

Cincinnati, J/ay 31,1851.
Dear Sir,—I have had the pleasure of I 

witnessing some very interesting devel­
opments in the late spiritual phenomena, I 
through, Jdrs. B. G. Bjushnell, as a me­
dium, she having stopped, at my house I 
during her stay in this city.

Should anything occur in reference to 
this subject, not appearing in your paper, 
by communicating you will greatly oblige 
your obedient servant and well-wisher,

E. F. Nortox.

Killingly, Ct., June 1,1851.
Friend Sunderland,— The “Spirit 

World ” must be sustained. The friends 
ot the cause of Truth and Progress, in 
this vicinity, are determined to do some­
thing to extend the circulation of a jour­
nal which has so ably and efficiently bat­
tled for the principles of Right and Truth 
against those of Error. They may have 
waked up .late to the work, but all with 
whom I have conversed, here and else­
where, are anxious that the paper shall 
be continued, and will labor to extend its 
circulation. A paper whose columns are 
free, and whose motto is Progression, is 
needed, and will be supported in propor­
tion as men dare to think for themselves.

And be assured that the shackles which 
superstition has fastened upon tho minds 
of men, are fast falling from their hold; 
and when men shall dare to emancipate 
themselves from the thraldom of arbitrary 
creeds, they will then appreciate the 
value of free enquiry, and open their 
purses to tho support of a free, independ­
ent, nan-sectarian journal. Go on, sir, 
and tlie friends of the cause will sustain 
you. Respectfully,

E. H. Bugbee.
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Gibbon truly suys that the host and 
most important part of every man’s edu­
cation, is that which he gives himself.

pitisitoy, Pa., June 6, 18ol.
Mr. LaRoy Sunderland,—Dear Sir: 

Consider me pledged for the support of 
the Spirit World. I am much pleased 
with the unlimited freedom of discussion 
in your paper. It is the only way that 

lb can be found.
Yours, &c., ‘ Wm. McDonald.

Storey jR«n, Mich., July 7, 1851.
Diend Sunderland—I am much.pleased 

with the Spirit World. 1 have visited 
Auburn, N. Y., the past spring, and wit­
nessed the spirit manifestations there. I 
I мп well satisfied that what has been 
seen is but a ‘‘drop in the bucket, before 
a more plentiful shower.” The thing now 
most needed is something by which to try 
lie spirits, and we shall have it.

Yours for the elevation of mankind,
D. R. Stone.

.Benftmt í«e, Fayefte Co., Ind., I
Jt<7y 9,1851, 5

Sir,—Never was I more desirous for 
the continuance of. any paper than I am 
forthat of the “SpiritWorld;” I sent 
yon my pledge for five copies. Since 
then 1 have found a dozen others who 
mil read it if sent to them.

Money is quite scarce here at all times 
of the year except about Christmas, which 
is “pay day” among the “Hõósiérs.”

Of the twelve subscribers I have sent 
yon for the “Spirit World}” some never 
rill pay me,- five have already paid me, 
and others may pay about Christmas. 
Ihis I dó to help on the good cause.

“Strange noises’-’ still continue about 
here, I101!-belief no -communications 
have been made às yet. "

Please accept my thanks for past fa- 
гоя. I will try to get more subscribers, 
and do what I can for you.

Merchant Kelley.
I believe I have never seen better crops 

of wheat in Indiana, than are now to be 
seen. Farmers are busily engaged with 
reaping machines and cradles. 

Syracuse, N. Y, July 10, 1851.
Dear Sir,—My heart leaped with j’oy 

when the first number of the third volume 
of the “Spirit World*  was handed me at 
our Post Office, a few days since.

Ishould have been glad to be able to 
eend on my pledge of live or ten dollars, 
for its continuance after the close of the 
last volume, but I am in the decline of 
life, and unable to attend to any business 
for a living, and I cannot do as I would. 
When able to be in business, and earning i 

I money, it was one of the greatest joys of 
my Hie to give it freely for every good I 
cause, and I think those who have known I 
me will not say I was ever backward with I 

I my means. Now I cannot do as I would. j 
I can only assure you in me you have had I 
one of your most earnest sympathizers in I ------
all yon have to suffer in the advocacy of I I desire no other reward than that afford- 
a cause that affords me all the enjoyment I ed me by an approving conscience. 
I have in the decline of life. And I I ‘ We have several mediums in this place, 
should also name my.wife with me, for I I have just held a convention with the 
she, equally with myself, fully believes I spirit _ of a deceased brother. The me- 
the new teaching isolation to the other I dium is a little girl only ten years of age, 
life, or the “Harmonial. Philosophy.” | but the responses obtained were of the 

Be encouraged, dear brother; the light most satisfactory kind. Probably one 1 

i—----------------------—----------------------------------------------------- -- ------------------------

of the great world of causes is shining in 
upon us, more and more. We see it, and 
rejoice in it. This world cannot do with­
out a paper like yours, and the world must 
have it. Causes will operate to sustain 
it, and I believe you will yet be abund­
antly supported.

I am exceedingly, surprised at the spirit 
manifested by some of the friends of Mr. 
Dávis, when any one feels called on to 
criticise anything he writes. I have felt 
much grieved at the abuse poured out 
upon you for what- appeared to me very 
just, and I may say. ;Kind, exceptions to 
some of His positions in his Philosophy of 
Spiritual Intercourse. But let none of 

' these tilings move you—they cannot hurt 
[ you; and may God- bless you and yours 
I abundantly. Г \ II. Joslyn.

С7п7гсоСЛе,. O7»o, JtzZy 11, 1851.
■ Dear Sir,—I ‘am-'pleased to hear that 

the' spiritual manifestatations are extend- 
[ ing throughout "various sections of the 
' United Stated. I have succeeded here in 
developing two\ mediums for spiritual 

1 Communication^ by the magnetic influ- 
li ence, and' we háyriòbtained some beauti­

ful responses through the sounds; also 
I numerous physicallfatemonstrations in the 
i movement of tables.

Still, circumstances are continually oc- 
I curring to- prêveht.á regular series of ex- 
Г périments, which Had been anticipated. 

It may be that it is'necessary it should be 
" attended with various'obstacles, that the 

I ligHt sh'ould flow i&by degrees. I have 
also been instrumental in developing, to a 

I partial extent, twSjgther mediums of the 
I sounds'. I feel fully çonvinced that as 
L soon as a sufficient.'riumbéf. of minds aye 
i prepared to setá própe  ̂estimate on spir- 
I itrial communications, there will be no 
Г difficulty. in cOmmuning- freely and satis- 

■ factiorily Witte our friériãs irijthe spiritual 
spheres. I 'conceivershpwpver, that it 
Ought not to be approached as a matter of 
mere idle 'curiosity, but as a means of 

- expanding the intellec^pf illuminating 
the mind, and purify i ng the heart, and so 
re-modelling our socialRnstitutions that 
the interest of each may be - identified 
with the-good of the wh®Ié.

- Philosophy and religion have been hith­
erto travelling in opposite directions, un­
til the-circuit has at length been complet­
ed, arid: the .extremes have united. It is 
to be hoped that the day. is'dawning wfien 
this bond Of union will embrace the whole 
of humanilу in one grand brotherhood.

Wishing you full success in your un­
dertaking, I remain yom^friend,

Clement Pine.

half of the people in this village are be­
lievers in the spiritual manifestations.

I cannot tell you how glad I was oil 
returning from a journey on the lltfi 
instant, to find a dozen copies of tho first 
numbers of the third Volume of your paper 
iu<tho post-office, for me. The spirits all 
told me that it would be continued, and 
desired that I would assist in giving it 
circulation. I take a number of papers. 
I would give them all up before I would 
yours. . It is just what it should be—free 
from sectarian taint. I was educated 
and brought up a “Presbyterian,” but 
never belonged to any church. I have 
been well nigh an infidel. 1 believe that 
had it not been for the light shed about 
me by Pathetism and the spiritual mani­
festations, I should have died such. Once 
I could not look upon death without fear­
ing that it might be the end-all and be-all 
of .existence. Now it has no terrors for 
me—
“For darkness and doubt are now flying away, 
No longer I rove in conjecture forlorn ;
So breaks on the traveller, faint and astray, 
The bright and the balmy effulgence of morn.”

I do not write for publication.
Respectfully yours,

P. G. Goodrich.
Forgive me, brother, if I do wrong in 

publishing a part of your letter. Shall I 
not let my friends know how I am written 
to ? Many, very many hard things have 
been said of me, in the public papers es­
pecially. Surely I may he permitted to 
know that there is some difference of 
opinion in respect to this matter.—Ed.

Jfowwi Pèraoa. Ж И., JwZy 14,1851.
Friend Sunderland,—It givesjpe much 

pleasure to knovv that the SpiritWorld is 
to be continued. I am well satisfied that 
this doctrine will increase, and that the 
popular theology must decrease. There 
is a most wonderful skepticism here in; 
the spiritual manifestations.

Yours with respect,
David Dutton.

Bangor, Me^July 16,1851.'
La Roy Sunderland: Dear Sir,—We 

have had spiritual manifestations in this 
city, recently, in several instances, and at 
my house, yesterday. We feel quite en­
couraged.

Yours, as ever, for truth, 
Leeman Stockwell.

Bethany, Ba., July 13, 1851.
My Dear Friend,—Enclosed are ten 

dollars in payment for' ten copies of the 
third volume of the “ Spirit World. ” 1 
will endeavor to send^you subscribers 
from time to time, as I can obtain them.

. Attleboro', Pa„ July 16,1821.
Dear Sir,—Give us all the facts and 

editorials you please; but such long* 4the­
ological” speculations as sometimes ap­
pear, are not so interesting, at least to 
me. I shall exert myself to get you 
more subscribers. There are a number 
of believers in the “spiritual manifesta­
tions,” in this vicinity, who love to get 
the “Spirit World” .without paying for it.

Yours in sincerity,
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transcendental blackguard.
People are accustomed to look in the 

New York Herald, Albany Switch, and 
other kindred publications, for specimens 
of falsehood, nonsense, and blackguard­
ism, too disgusting for a decent commu­
nity to tolerate. They expect nothing 
else from such prints, and they have no 
influence except with a class of minds on 
a level with their gross, vulgar, and reck­
less effusions. There are other publica­
tions whose influence is much worse, be­
cause their semblance of decency, and, 
perhaps, pretensions to reform, have in­
sinuated them into respectable families, 
thereto “pour their lep’rous distillment 
into the ears” of those who have placed 
confidence in their pretensions; and they 
take advantage of their influence to heap 
slanders and lying accusations upon all 
who are found out of their track, or be­
yond their vile atmosphere.

Prominent among these papers may bo 
placed the Pittsburg Saturday Visiter, 
edited by Jane G. Swisshelm, a woman 
whose course is well calculated to dis­
gust the unthinking opponent of woman’s 
rights, with female editors—whose whole 
talent lies in the brazen impudence with' 
which .she defends her assertions, and a 
constant straining to say something witty, 
and never reaching the point except-in a 
very small way—with no kind of honesty 
in her publications, but a reckless disre­
gard of truth; invading the private affairs 
of life and the most sacred secrets of the 
family, when trying to make an argument 
against an opponent, and doing it in a 
way that the common Satanic press would 
blush at—without power to reason on any 
subject, she often descends to the most 
transcendental blackguardism of which 
we can conceive. That these strictures 
may not seem unjust, we copy from two 
columns of ranting and railing on spirit 
“rappings” and clairvoyance, the follow­
ing in regard to Mrs. Bushnell, the clair­
voyant:

“We shall never forget the evening we 
saw her—a little, attenuated woman, who 
looks as though she was about fifty, and 
would weigh ninety pounds, with an 
ashy-pale, gray face, covered with hair, 
and a tongue which throws off Yankee 
slang in a shrill, sharp tone, at the rate of 
ten knots an hour. Then fancy this lit­
tle, old, sharp-voiced woman in a grass-' 
green dress of coarse woolen goods, made 
a la cadet, with cords, "buttons, scallops, 
and wings standing up, and out, and 
round the arrn, like tlie fin of a fish; then 
rings, chain, and breast pin, bracelets, 
white undersleeves, &c. &c. &c., and al­
together she was one of the most ridicu­
lous figures it has ever been our fortune 
to look upon,”

There, reader, hasjiot Mrs, Swisshelm 
herself proved all we have said of her? 
No argument—no proof of imposition on 
tlie part of Mrs. B., only she looked so,— 
We are acquainted with Mrs, Bushnell, 
and know that for truth, candor, and hon­
esty, she will not be questioned whore she 
is best known; and although she may not

be possessed of so much personal beauty 
as Airs. Swisshelm, and her dress may be 
of coarser materials, when viewed as a 
true woman, and above all, as a truthful 
woman, her slanderer and blackguard 
sinks into insignificance in comparison.

We are glad to know that some of Mrs. 
Swisshelm’s former female admirers in 
this quarter, are' justly indignant at her 
base attack ón the personal appearance of 
a sister woman, and now rank her in that 
depth where she belongs. As foolish as 
is the' extract, it is a fair specimen of the 
logic and candor of the two columns.— 
Prouidence Jfirror.

. •
■ “Give me my Money.”—Walpole re­
lates: “Lord Bath owed a tradesman 
eight hundred pounds, and would never 
pay him.- The man determined to perse­
cute him till he did ; and one morning 
followed him to Lord Winchelsea’s and 
sent up word that he wanted to speak 
with him. Lord Bath came down, and 
said, ‘Fellow, what do you want with me ?’ 
‘My money,’ said the man, as loud as he 
could bawl, before all the servants. He 
bade him come next morning—and then 
he would see him. The next Sunday 
the man followed him to church, and got 
into the next pew: he leaned over, and 
said, ‘ My money; give me my money.’ 
My Lord went to the end of the pew; the 
man too; ‘ Give me my money.’ The 
sermon was on avarice, and the text, ‘Curs­
ed are they that heap up riches.’ The 
man groaned out, ‘ О Lord 1’ and pointed 
to my Lord Bath—in short, he persisted 
so much, and drew the eyes of all the 
congregation, that my Lord 'Hath went 
out, and paid him directly.”

Three Important Facts—Never be 
influenced by external appearances in 
forming your judgment of a person’s 
worth.—This is an important rule ; for 
many a noble spirit is covered by habili­
ments of poverty, while not unfrequently. 
a showy exterior conceals a villain of 
the basest kind. . Dean Swift said that 
nature had given every man a capacity of 
being agreeable, though not of shining in 
company; and “-there are hundreds of 
men sufficiently qualified for both, who, 
by $ very few faults that they may cor­
rect in a half an hour, are not so much 
as tolerable.” The world would be more 
happy if persons gave up more time to an 
intercourse of friendship. But money en­
grosses all our defence; and we scarce 
enjoy a social hour, because we think it 
unjustly stolen from the main business of 
life.

A Clerical Blunder.—A clergyman, 
in Newburyport, having had a notice for 
a lecture handed him, which was cut from 
a newspaper, unfortunately read the 
wrong side of the paper—nor did he dis­
cover his mistake till lie had gone through 
an entire advertisement of a clothing and 
furnishing store in that town. It all hap- 
pehed well, however, as tlie person adver­
tising was a member of the society, and 
consequently brought, in his business af­
fairs, more directly to the notice of the 
brothersand sisters.

A Lion a№ a Lioness.—A cor­
respondent of the Boston Transcript 
Dr. Smith, in describing the great party 
at the Lord Mayor’s of London, writes:— 
“In the United States we all know who 
William and Mary Howitt are.—They 
are the companions and literary guests of 
every family in which the domestic vir*  
tues are cherished, and moral excellence 
is admitted to be the foundation of religi­
ous hope beyond the grave. At a large 
party in London, the other evening, Mrs, 
Howitt, said —“Now show me one of your 
American lions, if any are in the room/ 
Shorty after I discovered Horace Greely, 
and leading him up, I took the liberty of 
saying—‘Madame, this is an American 
lion; and’—turning to Mr. Greely—“this, 
sir, is an English lioness’—and I left them 
cordially shaking paws.”

A student in a college carried a manu­
script poem of his own composition, to his 
tutor, for his inspection. The tutor, after 
looking it over, inquired the author’s rea­
son for begining every line with a capital 
letter.’ “Because it is poetry,” said the 
student. “It is I” said the teacher. “I 
declare I should not have thought it” .
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