
BOSTON, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1851.fOb. HL

NATURE.
DlTIlir.

[Orijtinal.l
«THE APOSTOLIC SPIRITS.”
Dear Sir,—There was a time when you 

им) I were to some extent acquainted ; 
god though you may not now remember 
ре, I still cherish towards you a high 
degree of friendship, esteem, and admira- 
до. The first exhibitions of Magnetism 

I (Pathetism, if you like it better,) I ever 
I saw, were at your rooms in the Granite 
i Building, Chamber street, New York city, 

in 1843, where I received instructions 
from you in that science. I frequently 
saw you in the office of “The Magnet,” 

I and once met you at your house in Var- 
/ irtstreet. I.have a distinct recollection 

I that you, at Ürçt time, were friendly to; my 
j rien in relation to the Second Advent, £ 
I being an ivoved Millenarian. And £ am 

happy to find, after the lapse of several 
years, that though on religious views we 
have both' undergone: a radical change, 
ve are not now very far apart. Revela­
tions of thenature of the soul from per­
sons in the abnormal state, and investiga­
tions of spiritual phenomena, together 
with other influences, have effected an 
entire change in my religious views, and 
led me forth from the gloomy depths of a 
wukhilling theology into the dawning 
li.ht of a system of glorious truth.

In relation to the spiritual manifesta­
tions I have seen but little, but my faith 
hu been strong. Until the present week 

, I have never had but two interviews with 
the spirits, and those not of a very satis- 

I fictory One of these inter-
. views was at the “Golden Gem,” under 

1 lhe direction of Mr. Fishbough, about six 
weeks ago. Ou Wednesday last I went 

, again. Only one person besides myself 
(Mr. Roff,) applied for admission. Mr. 
Fiehboiuh and the-medium entered the 
largar room, and presently returned with 
a message admitting Mr. R. to the circle, 
but communicating to me the following: 
“Tell him that, at piesent, efforts are be­
ing made to overthrow this circle, and 
innocent persons are made the instru­
ments through which these efforts are 
пжЯй Tell him to co.me again. Indue 
lime he shall see fonjnmself Tell him 
to resist all evil thoughts and influences,

pray to God for light, and humbly ask 
God to give him truth.” Mr. F. stated i 
to me that it, was intimated that I had ; 
brought evil spirits with me! i

In the afternoon I returned, and was i 
admitted with, à number of others. One 
young man \yas excluded, much - to his 
regret, as this. Was, perhaps, the only op­
portunity he could hive to see the mani­
festations. XVe seated ourselves around 
the table, ten ' (ri number, including Mr. 
Fishbough arid the two mediums, Mr. 
Bloom and Dr.L Guy. Mr. Fishbough 
asked Dr. Frisbip to read a chapter, and 
the first medium ^directed, in writing, the 
17th chapter of Emke to be read. Before 
Dr. F. commenced reading, the same me­
dium wrote, in large letters, “Death,” 
and with à very ■ sorrowful countenance 
held it up to; the Doctor’s view. This 
was understood t&-ikéari that the Doctor’s 
adopted daughter who was then lying 
very low, was about to die. After the 
reading and prayer, the first medium 
grasped the hand of, a lady who sat on 
my right, and in a few brief and solemn 
words exhorted her to become a follower 
of Christ, pointing to a cross on the wall; 
made by two careless strokes, of a lead 
pencil, and beseeching her to how before 
that cross in humble,'submission to the 
commands of the Saviour. He next 
seized me by the hand, and made a simi­
lar exhortation, commencing in these 
words:

“Yoúr guardian spirit, who has watched 
over you from infancy, now, for the first 
time, through this mortal addresses you. 
You came here this, morning, but evil 
spirits accompanied you. This afternoon 
I came with you.”- ^was then exhorted 
tò “search the Scriptures,” “bów before 
the cross,” (pointing Ы. the cross pencil 
marks on. the wall,) “become an humble 
follower of Jesus,” &c. “This,” said he, 
“is the second coming of Christ.”

During all this time the second medium 
was in violent agitation; but soon after 
the exhortations of the first medium were 
finished, the second medium grasped my 
hand, and continued, the admonitions at 
some length. I was told to “beware of 
vain philosophy, which had led me away 
from a diligent search of the Scriptures,” 
and the exhortation was concluded in 
these words: “What is that to thee? 
Follow thou me: lam the way, the truth, 
and the life.”

Other manifestations, of a similar 
character, took place, accompanied with 
strange gesticulations, vio'ent striking of 
the hands on the table, rolling of the eyes, 
clasping and kissing the Bible, praying, 
&c. I was pointed to the 15th chapter 
< f Luke, containing the parable of the 
prodigal son, as containing suitable in­
struction for me. I hree ch piers were 
read by direction of the spirits, two hymns 
sung, and two prayers made, besides the 
repeating of the Lord’s prayer by the me­
diums in unison, and the pronouncing of 
the benediction, before the sitting was 
closed, by the first medium. 1 he whole 
affair partook of the character of a highly 
excited religious meeting. Little oppor­
tunity was afforded for putting questions 
of any sort, much less test questions. 
Everything seemed to be an appeal to 
the feelings and not to the understanding. I

The^second .medium wrote the follow­
ing, purporting io .come from St. Luke: j

‘.‘There'are some present who shall not j
see death.”

.“True,” exclaipied the first medium, 
smiting the table, “but shall put on immor­
tality,” When asked by Mr. Fishbough 
whether the Apostle had any communica­
tion to make to him, the medium whis­
pered, “Feed my lambs.”

The following communication was made 
to Dr. F.: ‘.‘Soon she [meaning Mrs. F.] 
will follow,” At this he was very much 
affected, but was presently consoled by 
another communication, saying “>oon, to 
spirits, does not. mean what it does to 
mortals It means that she will be taken 
away first ” At the conclusion of the 
sitting the mediums hugged and kissed 
one another affectionately, personifying, 
as I supposed, the spirits of St. John and 
Luke,

On the following day I called aga n at 
the rooms. Four gentlemen besides my­
self, and three ladies, were waiting for 
admission. The message came that the 
spirits wished to develops and correct the 
mediums, and consequently could admit 
only two of the ladies and none of the 
gentlemen; but we were all invited by 
the tame spirits to come to-morrow morn­
ing. I he next morning two of us went, 

1 but the spirits did not клер their, appoint- 
I men/. They wished and intended to do 
' so, but “God had otherwise directed, 
, God’s will be done.” We enquired if we 

should come in the afternoon. On being
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again consulted, the spirits said “No.” 
One gentleman present said it was to try 
our patience, perhaps. I told him I 
thought my patience was tried, sure 
enough, for I had come four times and 
been sent away three, and the probability 
was I should not come again. I then told 
Mr. Fishbough that I believed in spirits, 
but that the directing spirits of this circle 
I verily believed were humbugs; and if 
it was an evil spirit that prompted me to 
speak thus, so be it.

Now it is far from my intention to 
question the sincerity of the motives of 
the gentlemen who compose this circle, 
nor the reality of the spiritual communi­
cations. I am disposed to believe both ; 
but from what evidence was afforded me 
at that sitting, my understanding is neith­
er convinced of the genuineness of the 
••apostolic spirits,” nor of the truth of 
their revelations. I confess that I was 
filled with trepidation at the exhibition, 
and 1 might easily have given .way to my 
feelings, as did others in the circle, who 
were affected even to tears. But 1 have 
seen the same exhibitions and felt the 
same emotions before, only in a stronger 
degree, in a protracted meeting; and the 
time has gone by for me to become con*  
verted again through the medium of my 
feelings alone. And I apprehend that 
Mr. Fishbough himself has received no 
higher dem -nstrations of the truth of the 
communications he receives in that cir­
cle, than many of the religious sects are 
constantly receiving of the truth of their 
various systems.

* But you do not say how the tippings are 
made ! Are the medium’s hands on the table 
or off? Is the table touched by mortals at 
the time ?—JSditor. .

Sincerely yours,
,Wm. Henry Bukb.

New York, Nov. 8,1851.

THE SPIRITS AT WOONSOCKET.
[continued.]

Friend Sunderland,—From a remark 
you lately made to me, in conversation, 
I suspect I ought to state here definitely, 
that the mode of communication at Woon­
socket. and at the villages generally up 
and down the Blackstone, is tipping, not 
rapping. Occasionally a spirit commu­
nicates by rapping, which is of the clear­
est, most satisfactory kind; but so far as I 
know, tipping is the rule, and rapping the 
exception. To the question, “Why do 
you tip the table instead of rapping upon 
it?” the spirits have replied, “To defeat 
those who try to imitate the raps.”*

When John Board'mon first communi­
cated to me, the tipping (upward,) and 
the pounding (downward, upon the floor,) 
were so violent as even to terrify and 
annoy the mediums, who would shrink 
back, their countenances indicating the 
strongest desire to have the table move 
less violently. They stated to me that 
one table had been “used up”—racked to 
pieces by the spirits! The one then in 
use was a large, heavy, pine table, for 
kitchen service. I should not wonder 
much if th it one is demolished by this 
time, as it had already commenced split­
ting near the centre at one end. My wife 
and sister (constituting, with myself, the 

only visitors,) were both skeptical, and I 
judged by Mr. Bbardmon’s emphatic 
movements, that he was trying to pound 
the skepticism out of their heads. After 
some thirty minutes, I asked him if he 
would, through the remainder of the sit­
ting, move the tnble more gently. An­
swer : “Yes.” From that moment, though 
he hud to answer me more than .thirty 
questions, every one .was answered in the 
most gentle manner. Afterwards, at the 
request of my wife, the two mediums sat 
at opposite ends of the table, both the ta­
ble-leaves being down. The table did 
not tip ; and the failure, I think, can be 
accounted for on philosophical principles. 
I then requested both mediums to sit to­
gether at one end, then1 hands resting 
about exactly over two of the table legs. 
In less than one minute the opposite-end 
began to rise slowly, and after having 

Breached an elevation of about fifteen 
inches, it descended with such violence 
09 /о drive a large screw up through. the 
table, near the end. To determine the 
importance of .this experiment, I put both 
my hands firmly upon the extreme end of 
the table, (allowing myself a larger lever 
“purchase” than the mediums had,) and 
carefully rested my whole weight upon- 
my hands. The table did not tip. I then 
varied the experiment; keeping my hands 
in the same po-ition, and throwing my 
whole weight' upon the end'of the table. 
My weight, (one hundred and fifty-six- 
pounds,) thus increased by the momentum 
given to it, was barely .(sufficient to raise 
the opposite end of the table two or three 
inches from the floor. When the spirits 
tipped the table fifteen inches, there was 
not the least/muscular .or nervous effort 
perceptible in the" mediums. When I 
tipped it three inches, taking to myself 
a very perceptible advantage in respect 
to the length of lever, I exercised consid­
erable muscular power; and it-is but fair­
ness to say that my tip was decidedly 
“discordant.”

August 31.—Date, mediums, place, 
visitors, all identical with the last record­
ed. [The fact is that my la^t communi­
cation to your paper ended in the middle 
of a sitting.] With a desire to harmon­
ize the proceedings after my mother had 
finished her communication to me, the 
music, lovers called for singing. The 
spirits concurred. “Will you beat time 
by tipping the table ?” “Yes.” Singing. 
Spirits beat time very incorrectly. Fa­
vorite spirits, who had beat time admira­
bly, were called. Singing again. Time 
once or twice beat well, but most of the 
tunes shockingly. Remark by a visitor 
mysèlf) : “I believe Mr. W.’s guardian 

spirit beat that tune.” Instantly the table 
tipped in confirmation of the remark. 
[JVo/e.—Nothing is more common than 
for the spirits, when the attention of the 
whole circle, mrdíunw and all, is actively 
engaged in conversation, to “mix in,” 
with perfect ease and' propriety, answer­
ing this, that, and the other question af­
firmatively or nogaiiyely; precisely as an 
intelligent and talkative person will often 
do in company.] “Are you Mr. W.’s 
guardian spirit?” “Yes.” A laugh.— 
Mr. W,, with much incredulity t “Well, 
if / have a guardian spirit here, do fetch 
him on,” “Will you spell out your name 

for Mr. W.?” “Yes ” Spelled “Parley 
Green.” Mr. W. desiring to know the 
occupation of Parley Green, on earth, a 
dozen different ones were called, and 
“No,” “No,” “No,” was constantlyre- 
plied. “Will you spell it out?” “Yes.” 
Spelled “Tarvern-keeper.” “How many 
years have you been in the spiritual 
world ? Please tip, and we will count.” 
Tipped thirty-five times, with perfect reg­
ularity, pretty' fast, giving a kind of sud­
den impulse to the thirty-fifth movement. 
“Age?” “Thirfy-eight years.” “Place 
of residence ; was it in New England?’’ 
“Yes; in Vermont.” By this time the 
company were in a brisk conversation on 
the subject, Mr. W. still manifesting ut­
ter disbelief in the whole business. As 
they were making ready to call another 
spirit, I asked them to wait “Perhaps 
Mr. W.’s guardian spirit has a communi­
cation io spell out.” “Yes” v/аэrespond­
ed. Communication:' “You MUST be­
lieve mé;” GoodI Mr. W. deserved 
that reproof, for he had in-effect said, over 
and over again, to his guardian1 spirit: 
“Parley Green, you are a humbug; don’t 
believe a word you say.” John Board­
mon called: “Do you remember a prom­
iseyou made me, last evening??’ “Yés.” 
“Wil! you spell out some word indicating 
to me the subject of that promise.?” 
“No.” Singing. A few other questions 
to the spirit. ■ Good night.

“Tuesday .Wight” Placed paper and 
pencil' on- a stand near the head of my 
bed, in*  anticipation1 of a specimen- of’ 
writing from John Boardmon. Disap­
pointed.

September A. Mediums—Mrs. Manton 
Grpene, with1 her brothers and sisters. 
Mary Greene to her brother Manton; “I 
want you^to pray to,God,.and for your­
self.” William Joslin to his brother 
James: “O, James, I be happy. Praise 
God. I want you to meet me in heaven.” 
[These two are brothers of Mrs. Manton 
Greene.] Guardian spirit of Douglas 
Jourdan called. Spelled “Qakdmrw,” 
&c. Remark: “That is some mischiev­
ous spirit; he don’t mean to spell any 
thing.” “Are you a good spirit ?” “No.” 
“Do you wish to communicate anything ?” 
“No.” “Well, then, please to take your­
self out of this house!” [This perempto­
ry order was given by Israel Greene.] 
All hands taken from the table. A pause. 
Hands on the table again. Another guar­
dian spirit of Douglas Jourdan called. 
He spelled his name, “Daniel Taylor.” 
Communication: “Protect yourself in the 
way of the Lord.” [JVote—Daniel Tay­
lor was a workman in Blackstone, known 
to Douglas, but not a relative. Did not 
know whether he was living or dead. 
Douglas believes in the spirits about as 
much as he believes the “moon is green 
cheese.”] Mrs. Ballard, to her son Alvin’s 
mental questions: 1, “Yes.” 2, “Yes.” 
3, “No.” 4, “Yes.” 5, “No.” 6, “I
do not know.” 7, “Yes.” [JVbfe.—Al­
vin’s mental questions referred chiefly to 
the happiness of his relatives in the spirit 
world,] Mr. Ballard to his son Alvin; 
“Are you happy?” “No,” “Do you 
want to come back ?” “No.” “Do you 
enjoy more happiness now than you did 
on earth?” “Yes.” John Boardmon 
called: “Do you wish to communicate to
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Il > *” “JVb-” “Shall I ask
I “!«■”* “Well.
I <*  и» йог if you did not promise to 

!«•*£  me?” “No.” “What! Did
I communicate to me. last Situr- 
fj^at Willin Vose’s ?” “No.”
iL many times have you ever сотпш- 
-ted to me?” “Twice.” “But who 

j promised to write for me be-
I \rn twelve and two o’clock, Tuesday 

“Bevel.” “Devil! Who’s he? 
jjfoitthe’dcvil?’ “Yes.” “How many 
j.rjl5 have you there? Please tip the 

íllSIber,and I will count.” Tipped Ji/fy 
with regularity and precision.— 

I цУЬош do you call devils ? Is any per-
■ 0 with an unfriendly or mischievous 
К ^positioi, a devil ?” “Yes.” “Are the 
Iljefils happy?” “No.” “Will they
■ ; jeer be happy?” “Yes.” I felt a little 
I jiid, and called my mother: “Is John 
I gjwdmon here?” “Yes.” “How long 
И pre you been acquainted with him?” 
I -Seven years.” “Is he one of my guar-
■ spirits?” “Yes.” “Is he a good 
I oirit?" “Yes.” “What sphere is he 
I j? “Sixth.’? John Boardmon re-called : 
I ‘fta tall yourself John Boardmon; is
■ |W lAt name ?/ou bore on earth ?” “No.”
| -Fay well, 1 am not particular about 
I «ай. Let me have your signal, that I 
I giynol be deceived again.” [Tipped the 
I зИс up nearly one foot, and held it there.] 
I “I don’t think much of that signal; I have

ow it given two or three times before. 
Hill you gine me another?” “Yes.”— 

I “Girt mt я signal which I have not seen 
I before.” [He then tipped the table a few 

indiei, oloioh/, and brought it down heavi- 
I li) upon Iht floor.]“Is that your signal?”1 
I “Fa” 4 should like io see it again.” 
/ /ííwetlftro or/Ллс Л’/nw.] *
I Wer?6. TltMiuM—Mrs. Willin 
I Ycse and a female relative. Guardian 

I spirit [mother] of Willin Vose called: 
I “Has James W. Greene any guardian 

spirit present?” “Yes.” “How many.” 
“Three.” “[g his mother present?”— 
“Yes.” “Do you know the name of 
either of the others?” “Yes; Luther 
Young.” [He answered a few questions. 
Sud he was a distant relative of mine.] 
Mr mother called: she re-affirmed all she 
W said before of Mr. Boardmon. In 
asking for his earthly vocation, I named
* dozen or fifteen before that of “minis- 
b*  This one she instantly affirmed by
* vehement rocking of the table. In ask­
ing vlnut denomination he belonged to, I

' the principal ones in New Eng- 
H, bat she constantly negatived them 

tiU “Unwerw/w!” was named, and 
Ли she emphatically pronounced correct 
“How many years did he preach?”— 
“Seven.” “May you not mistake the 
flDfflber? Might it have been nine 
years?” “Yes.” JohnBoardmoncalled: 
“Please give me the new signal you gave 
me die other night” [Given at once, 
ud correctly.] “Do you know that I 
bve been talking about you ?” “Yes.” 
“Do you wonder that I should question 
tty mother in regard to you ?” “No.” 
“Did you meet me here one week ago to­
night?’ “Yee.” “And promised to write 
&_ше?> “Yes.” “Well, you have not 

M your promise. JfAy did you not

aobuMuent reference to these italics.

• | wrfte?” “Because I did not trt.” 
“Make a promise, and not fry to fulliLit! 
Will you spell oittfthe reason why you 

] did hot try?” “Y<)s.” Spelled: “Тик 
Medium was thought too skeptical.” 

I [Mr. Vose, the medium, then remarked: 
“He throws the blame upon me, and per­
haps justly. Z did not believe he would 

I write.” From the time the promise was 
m ule till ‘Tuesday night,’ I thought much 

I upon the matter, and became tally con*  
I vinced that Mr. Boirdmon either cõuld 
I. not or would not write on paper.”— 

Query: How could the medium’^ opinion 
affect the ability of a spirit to perform an 
action in a place which is over a quarter 
of a mile distant from the medium?] 
“Will you ever write for me?” “Yes.” 
“Will you state the particular time at 
which you will write ?” “No.” [I then 
informed him of everything that was told 
to me Septemher 4th—how he was called 
“devel,” &c. &c. Said that was not he, 
but an undeveloped spirit in the first 
sphere. I read to him every question and 
answer recorded on that occasion, askins' 
bm at each answer recorded, “Did too 
give that answer?” The result was, 
that he claimed to have spoken only where 
the questions and [answers aie printed in 
italics.]

Singing of several hymns and songs. 
Time be iten to perfection. Some tunes 
were hurried, then sung very slowly, 
then regular time—but the spirits beat 
right in every cask A tune marked two, 
three, four, &c., baits to a measure, I beat 
in a very different (Dinner, requesting the 
spirits to beat, not as the tune was marked, 
but cw Z heaf. ;They made not one fail­
ure ; and remember, the mediums were 
both incapable of beating time-eorrecdy. 
In the excitement of conversation, the 
circle atose irregularly, one after am theiy 
and prepared to go. Mr. Vose kept on 
talking, but had not risen from the table! 
Just as we were approaching the door, 
the table tipped up and remained so! 
“Why, we ought to say ‘Good night’ to 
the spirits!” “Yes,” was responded by 
the spirits. All re-seated at the table; 
which tipped for each one of the circle to 
say “Good night”

I cannot say this is a finishing-up of 
my observations at Woonsocket, but I 
cannot write more nowi, Ata convenient 
time I shall be most happy, friend Sun­
derland, to avail myself of your invitation 
to continue my conversations with John 
B‘>ardmon, by means of your valuable 
medium. J. W. Greene.»

Boston, Nov. 3,1851.

[Original.] 

COMMUNICATION.

Brother Sunderland,—I forward 
following communication to you for pub­
lication. It was written by a spirit pur­
porting to be Dr. W. E. Channing, through 
my daughter, Mrs. Lewis, and, by bis re­
quest, is forwarded for the Spirit Woild. 
As the communication speaks for itself, I 
offer no speculations in regard to its ori­
gin or production. Hundreds have been 
written in the вате way, in my family, 
each bearing the impress of their high 
source, and teaching us the wisdom of 
the celestial spheres. I sincerely desire

the

to see your paper abound more in com- 
muiiicationsprorn the spiritual world, come 
they in what way or shape they may. 
Voices from on high are daily uttering 
words of deep significance to the children 
of men; and the aspirants of a higher life 
rejoice to hear the varied language heav­
en utters. Man’s philosophy and theory 
of that language fail to satisfy, and seem 
to forestall the wi-=dom from above.

When heaven needs man’s help to ex­
plain its lows, conditions, and relations, 
then “the wisdom from beneath” may 
shape and fashion its speculations, and 
rear them up as a proffered substitute for 
the science of angels. But till then let 
the lower exercise humility and become 
the recipient of holy principles leading on 
to a higher life.

Truly your friend,
T. J. Smith.

Morris, Oct. 28,1851.

SPIRIT COMMUNICATION FROM dr. CHANNING, 
THROUGH S. H. LEWIS.*

“Oh, call it not sleep! Oh, call it not death, 
Though the body is now of sensation bereft; 
The spirit,’ the soul, and glorious mind 
Dwell now in the brightness of matter refined.

It is hovering o’er you, and joyously sings, 
And. wide through the heavens its harmony 

rings; I
’Tis redeemed, ’tie redeemed, from sin and.

the tomb,
And in gardens of grace shall evermore blòom.

Transplanted, by Thee, 0, Great Father of 
-light,

No more shall it droop beneath Error’s dark 
blight,

But free as the^air, and. bright as the sun, 
Shall it ever speed on till its mission is done.

Yes: xalong*  that- grand; and’ glorious' 
pathway of spiritual intelligence, shall 
the glad spirit speed on in the way of life 
and truth. Onward and upward, through 
sphere after sphere, filled with love and 
wisdom, pressing toward the goal of eter 
nity, and drinking in light at every step. 
This shall be its glorious career. God 
guides and directs; Christ aids in the 
plan, and spirits fulfil the decree. They 
instruct angels—angels those in the high­
er sphere, and so on down to the lowest 
grade.

Thfe lower grades are those who, hav­
ing left the world in an undeveloped 
state of morality and spirituality, are still 
held down by the clogs of their own itn- 
Eerfeetions, and supposing themselves as 

appy as they can be, see no necessity of 
progression; and in endeavoring to con­
verse with mortals communicate their 
own false and erroneous ideas, thus caus­
ing misapprehension in their minds, and 
filling them with doubts. That they do 
tell untruths we know, and these are the 
results of their undeveloped state. They 
do not this in order to deceive. But you 
should be careful not to receive or believe 
such communications, as they do harm, if 
believed. But, I entreat you, do not re­
ject the lew spirits, for conversing with 
elevates them. Receive them, but be­
lieve not their untruths. You can easily 
detect them, for nothing lofty ever comes

*How was this made? By tipping, with 
the hand on the Uble ? By writing, or the 
sounds ?—Ed.
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from them. They are progressing as fast 
as possible. Therefore treat them kind­
ly, and you will have your reward, not 
only in the consciousness of assisting 
them, but in the approbation of high spir­
its and in-frequent communications from 
them to assist you in overcoming your 
erroneous views and pointing out the 
right paths for you to pursue.

Hold your minds open to conviction ; 
establish no positive belief, for new things 
come to light every day, and what you 
thought yesterday positive evidence, you 
find to-day completely in the back ground. 
Contend not one with another, ye who 
harbor this glorious faith, for no one is 
wholly right, and no one wholly wrong. 
Keep your eye on the star of truth, and 
progress steadily on in spiritual knowl­
edge.

From one who lovetli mankind too well 
not to endeavor to advise them for their

[Original.]
“THE SUPPER WITH SPECTRES.!’

This article in the last “Spirit World,” 
communicated by J. G. D. excited my 
curiosity somewhat, and while I was at 
the house of an excellent medium for 
communication from spirits by the sounds, 
and was speaking of it to the heads of the 
family, Eliza, the communicating spirit, 
was acc'dentally asked if she knew any 
thing about it She said she did, and 
that it was part true and part false.— 
Well, said I, can you tell us the real 
truth of the matter ? Yes, and so saying, 
the alphabet was used and the following 
sentence spelled out:

“He was dreaming, and walked in. his 
sleep.”

This was quite a surprise to me, for Г 
did not go to ask anything about it— 
never thought of such a thing—and was 
only telling the story to the family pres­
ent, when it occurred to me to ask 
Eliza.

Npw, this medium was good, honest, 
trustworthy, far from deception as possi­
ble, and does not make a business of such 
communications. And the whole thing 
was accidental and artless,on our part. 
I confess myself somewhat surprised. Is 
this so? Could it be so? Refer to the 
last paper. It is stated that,the Rev, 
gentleman did по/ go to sleep, and the 
supper was before he retiied for. the night. 
But then it is also stated that just before 
lhe occurrence, he. had “read and medi­
tated until his excitement passed awa/, 
and a sacred calm gradually settled upon 
him.” He might, then, have fallen asleep 
in his chair, or on his couch, which, it is 
said, was “luxurious, and to one tired as 
he, extremely inviting to repose,” He 
might, then, have forgotten his sleep in 
the fright of the occurrence, All the 
circumstances were calculated to raise 
just such a dream. He was told the house 
was haunted—he feared the aspect of 
.things—he suspected the. virtue of his 
host—he thought of murders—the night 
was stormy, with dreadful thunder and 
lightning—he had just been to one supper 
—and he was fatigued with a day’s jour- 
ney. Now then, why should he noi have 
fallen asleep and dreamed of the “spectre

Kt---------------- .------.-------------------- - 

supper” ? Perhaps his real supper had 
something to do with it.

The story is certainly horrible, fatal too 
as it was, far exceeding, in fearfulness, 
brevity and despatch, any that is recorded 
in .Mrs. Crowe’s “Night Side of Nature.* r 
And it seems well authenticated. And 
it really confirmed my. faith in tile powers 
of darkness. But now, if he was only 
dreaming and walked in his sleep, mutters 
are much altered. He might have been 
subject to sleep-walking. Would that 
this might meet hismourning widow, that 
she might reflect upon it. The commu- 
cating spirit whom 1 consulted, said he 
actually went, in his sleep, into the spa­
cious hall mentioned, but partook of the 
supper there, in spectre. Was the Rev. 
gentleman present'by his spirit to tell 
her? It was, then, a “spectre supper” 
indeed. Nothing could be more natural 
than that he should wàke up in the room 
below, and then go into his chamber, and' 
think he had gone down awake.

I confess, the explanation seems to me 
more reasonable than the story. And it 
may be that many of these horrible ghost 
stories can be accounted ' for on similar 
principles. I believe in’evil spirits, that 
is, such kind of evil as we have in this 
world, not yet outgrown in the spiritual 
world. But I am of opinion that they 
have no power to harm or do mischief to 
any but. those who are! like themselves, 
either in general character or in certain 
similar states: at times.!'Why should,such 
a horrible phalanx of devils from helbbe 
permitted só to besiege' that poor preach­
er? 1 doubt it-. ■ Nor dó I think there is 
any hell in the next world, so bad as the 
helT in this. Sõin^3 g«fteel villains who 
have revelled in wealth in this world, 
may, on finding themselves stripped' of 

. their external possessions, and reduced to 
living on their interiors, find \bul little to 
live on. They may think' it worse, for a 
time.’ But it will be better, even for 
them, if. they did but know it; On the 
whole, I am of opinion that in this- world 
is the worst hell in the universe. But, as 
we cannot depend upon all reports of the 
spirits, what shall we make of this ex­
planation of the “spectre .supper’’?— 
Would it hot be well for persons in differ­
ent parts to question the spirits about this 
and other like cases, and compare notes ? 
And yet, as there are undoubtedly false 
and evil spirits about, and we cannot im­
plicitly rely upon any spirit, or. any man, 
or any.seer,.great.-or small; and .there 
is some danger of talking with spirits; 
where shall we go, but to the Lord, rely­
ing humbly on Him, and exercising our 
own reason to detide in all cases?— 
The explanation of this horrible story is 
certainly curious, “He was dreaming, and 
walked in his sleep.?’ The story is more 
like a dream, to me, than anything else.

)-------- W. M. F.
Cambridge, Nov, 10, 1851.

To me it is highly probable that the 
suggestion of this spirit, “Eliza,” gives 
the true solution of that “spectre supper.” 
But then I suppose it was a mere sugges­
tion ; for how did that “Eliza” know ? 
She was not there at that time. Nor 

have we any evidence that she ever com­
municated with any other spirit about it 
who did know.—Editor,

[From- tho Artti-Slavéiy Bttglôd 
SPIRITUAL.

I want it distinctly understood, that the 
questions to which I received answers by 
means of “raps,” through the' mediam, 
Mrs. Fish; that I know she could not 
have the slightest conception of what was 
in my mind. It is unnecessary to say 
she knew nothing of meall who are par­
ticularly interested will Бе aware of that. 
But “to make assurance doubly sure,” I j 
concealed from her my name, and scarce- ] 
ly spoke about anything' but the matter I 
in hand, and very little about that— I 
nothing that I remember, only remarking 
that it was new to me, and I did’nt know 
how to proceed. It was announced that 
my guardian spirits were eight in number 
—all present and willing to communicate. 
All will know upon whom I first called, ! 
beginning; “Is the spirit I am thinking of 
present But first let me say here, that 
the sounds Had all been made under the 
table, previous to my question, and that 
first; before putting it, I wished (mentally) 
but without thinking to produce any 
change in their locality; that they might 
be made as far from any one present as 
possible, and immediately I heard strong I 
distinct “raps” on the ceiling over head, r 
in answer to'niy question. Three em­
phatic, deliberate “knocks.” I then asked | 
mentally, “Is it the spirit of J------ ?”
The same' “raps” in answer;

1 Question.—“What did -von wish to say, / 
whèri you^vère about to4ieThere- \ 
spohse was a call for the alphabet, through I 
which was immediately spelled, “I want­
ed to speak of the future, and the glories 
opening to my view?’

Question.—:“W ere you with me in a 
.dream when I asked you to meet me in 
Rochester ?” Another call for the alpha­
bet, and “Yes” spelled out, to my disap­
pointment, for I thought “Y” was begin­
ning “You,” the commencement of an­
other sentence. I was confused, and 
asked at random; “What slate are you 
now in ?”. but thinking “state” was not 
the word, changed'it to “sphere.” A call I 
for the alphabet, and the following sen- i 
fence most emphatically “rapped:” — 
“You do not understand. I am in the 
fourth degree of theJi/iA sphere.”

After the answer was made out I read 
it aloud to the company; but without tell­
ing what my question had been. Mrs. 
Fish remarked, “There is sense in it; but' 
I don’t know as it is an answer to. you or 
riot, or whether you put a question.” I 
told her, in the beginning, I should ask 
questions mentally'; but as she was talk­
ing in the mean time, could not know 
whether I was silently waiting or endeav­
oring to elicit communications. The idea 
of “degrees’’ was new to her as to me. 
The Posts, her intimate friends—most 
respectable and excellent people, as к few 
happen to know-—are well aware that she 
has paid but little.attention to the study 
of spiritualism, and has never read Davis’s 
Revelations. I would first say that in 
putting the question about the “sphere,’»
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I did not expect to receive an answer 
through the alphabet but had made it 
thus, (so that a negative or affirmative 
tn'v would be required,) “Is it 1st, 2d, 3d, 
4th, 5th, 6th, or 7th ?” ’ A slight “rap” at 

I 5th, and a sort-of echo, which made it un- 
I certain whether it was 5th or 6th. Then 
I the call For the alphabet, as I have stated.

While some remarks about this last 
I communication were being made, another 
I call for the alphabet, so strong and 

marked as Io be Startling, and “I watch 
over yon,” given.

I asked a great number of во-called 
“Ы questions,” receiving invariably cor­
rect tnswers; but as these are to me the 
least important, I shall defer them until
personally interrogated, as they would 
occupy far too much space here.

At the second interview we were greét- 
I ed. upon taking our seats, with a regular 
I tamale of “raps,” which it was in vain to 
I think of interrupting for isome time. I 
. I asked Mrs. Fish what it meant. She 
j replied she did not profess to Jknoio, but it 

hid always seemed to be an expression
I °f j°b a,1(l the presence of many spirits.

During an interval the alphabet was
I called for, and “Dear friends, it is very 

pleasant to spend an hour in holy conver­
sation,” communicated. -This did not

; seem to come from the one I had been 
, conversing with, and I enquired “May I 
I be informed what spirit ? ” &c. An 
j affirmative. Then, Queslton—“VVill the 

name be given through the alphabet?” 
Negative. But nevertheless it was called 
far, and instead of a name, “Write 
names.” I wrote a great number, and 
when I came to “Susan,” quick, animated 
“raps” assured me it was right. Then 
the following sentence from the same 

/ one, professedly: “Урп: will soon have 
satisfaction, nay frienth. This is the be- 

I ginning of a;glorious. era. The veil that 
separates n< is soon to be withdrawn, and 
we will mingle in intercourse hitherto 

I little known to mankind.” She had 
“Nothing more,” as the “raps” indicated, 
to say, and I asked, “What spirit will 
now commune with me?” I was re­
quested (by “raps,”) to point to names, 
and instead of J— , as 1 longed it should 
be, there was no response at his name, 
but quick repeated “raps” when I pointed 
to the name of “Mary Ellen.” I was taken 
by surprise, but asked at random, “Shall 

I I give M. E.’s love to her parents, when
I write to them ?” Before the question 
was fairly framed, mentally, a shower of 
little “raps” replied, and after a short in­
terval, a call for the alphabet, and “Say 1 
am always with my dear pirents.” More 
was received but I cannot in this tell the 
half.

I shall make no comments, but leave 
all to dispose of these facts in their own 
way, after reiterating that I know th m 
to be facts. We had another interview 
with a less powerful medium, Mrs. F. 
from Auburn, bit, though less satisfacto­
ry, was rendered very rich and piquant 
by the presence of that rare original, So­
journer Truth. Her matter-of-Lict, sim­
ple-minded manner of seeking intercourse 
with spirits, wasamu-ing beyond descrip­
tion. The sounds were faint and low, 
and given at long intervals, although a 
complete circle was formed around the 

table. Sojourner stuck to the beUef they 
‘ could be better heard on the table, and 

while she listened with all her soul, part, 
of the time Withajibr ear on the floor, 
called out verv unceremoniously, “Come, 
spirit, hop up here On the table, and see if 
you can’t make ft*  louder noise.” She 
came to Rochester with Thompson, and 
is engaged selling her narrative. We 
hear, from all lips, rejoicings over his 
magnificent triumph in this place.

E. A. L.

[From tlie Norfolk Democrat.]
MAST boston.*

Mysterious Occurrences of Olden Time.

“Month 11, day 18, year 1643. About 
midnight, three men, coming in a boat to 
Boston, saw two; lights arise out of the 
water near the North point of the town 
cove, in form dike a man, and went at a 
a small distance to the town, and so to 
the South point, and then vanished away. 
They, saw them about a quarter of an 

. hour, being between the town and gov­
ernor’s garden; The like was seen by 
many, a week after, arising about Castle 
Island, and in .one fifth of an hour came 
tò John Gallop’s point, (again.)

The 18th of this month two lights were 
seen near Boston, (as is before-mentioned) 
and a week after the like was seen again. 
A light like the moon arose about the 
N. E. point,in Boston, and met the former 
at Nottles Island, and there they closed 
in one, and then parted, and closed and 
parted divers ‘times, and so went over the 
hill in theislinjd and vanished. Some­
times they shot out flames, and sometimes 
sparkles. This ’was about eight of the 
clock in the . e vening, and was seen by 
many. A bout the sa.me;tirna.ayoice.was 
heard upon the water between ..Boston 
and Dorchester, calling out in a most 
dreadful manner, Boy, boy, come away, 
come a.way! and it suddenly shifted from 
one place to another a great distance, 
about twenty, miles. It was heard Бу 
divers .godly persons. About fourteen 
days after, the same voice, in the same 
dreadful manner, was heard by others on 
'the other side of the town towards Not- 
tle’s Island. These (prodigies) (proceed­
ings) haying some reference to the place 
where Captain Chaddock’s pinnace was 
blown up a little before, gave occasion of 
speech of that man.who was the cause of 
it, who professed himself to have skill in 
necromancy, and to have done some 
strange things in his way from Virginia 
hither, and was sqspected to have mur­
dered his master there; but the magis­
trates here had no notice of him till after 
he was blown up.| This is to be ob­
served that his fellows were all found, 
and others who were blown up in the 
former ship were also found, and others 
also who have miscarried by drowning, 
&c,, have usually ’been found, but this 
man was never found.”—Winthrop's 
England, vol. ii. pp> 152,153.

•Note.—Nottle’s Island, or Maveriok’s Isl­
and, is now called East Boston.

The greatest height of visible clouds 
does not exceed ten miles.

UNJTY.
ATTRACTION, HARMONY, HEAVEN.

[From the Spirit Messenger.]
ALONE.

BY GILBERT THAYER.

Addressed to a deeply-loved Wife, who was born 
into the Spirit-World Rome eighteen months ago, 
aged twenty-two years.

Within my closely-curtained room,
I’m sitting all alone tonight, 

And on the deep external gloom]
There comes no ray of cheering light.

The breeze has rocked itself to sleep
On the blue bosom of the sea,

And stillness reigns supremely deep,
As if the world had ceased to be.

0, if one word Was ever spoke
By angel lips in mortal ears,

•I would-this silence might be broke
With voices from'the seraph spheres.

Come thou, ihy heart’s first, only love, 
Thy chair is vacant by my side,

Come from the spirit realms above,
Cfome thou, my soul’s unchanging bride, 

•in­
come when the toils of day are done,

And bring forgetfulness of pain,
For I have loved thee, dearest one,

As I shall never love again.

SECTARIANISM.
BY A. I. DAVIS.

It is well known by all the inhabitants 
of Ch‘istendom--th3.t. the worid-isyfiilLof I 
sectarian járgòir arid bitterness; and that 
very conspicuously before the world are 
arrayed, in bitter and uncompromising 
hostility, two powerful forces, viz: Pro­
testantism and Catholicism.

In order to bring these religious insti­
tutions distinctly before your minds, I will 
describe their leading characteristics.

Catholicism is a system of supernatural- 
ism. It claims to be the “One, Holy, 
Catholic, Apostolic Church”—based upon 
supernatural authority, claiming unending 
infallibility. It denies the right of indi­
vidual judgment upon religious subjects; 
but inculcates the virtues, charities, and 
hospitalities of Christianity through the 
agency of popes, bishops, and priests, who 
profess to have their authority direct from 
the supernatural source.

Pro/estanlism is also a system of super­
naturalism—I mean when considered as a 
whole. It claims to have discovered the 
true import of the Sacred Scriptures. Ii 
is based upon a supernatural foundation, 
but encourages the right of private judg­
ment upon all subjects pertaining to reli­
gion and conscience. It likewise incul­
cates the virtues and charities of Chris­
tianity through thp medium of clergymen, 
schools, and colleges.

Now, I am not impressed to consider 
the minor points of either Catholicism or 
Protestantism, nor the different views 
which one party or the other entertains 
concerning the truest method of,, biblical 
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interpretation. For there have already 
been too many churches built, and too 
many salaries paid, to hive these smnll 
and insi nificnnt affiiiis discussed. But 
I have only to do with the foundation 
upon which these two tery popular insti­
tutions stand. It is essential to*  under­
stand here what is very generally over­
looked, that both of these gigantic reli- 
g ous organizations are struggling to 
maintain an everlasting posit on Upon the 
same, identical basis. There is one foun­
dation ; and it is not large enough to sus­
tain two such stupendous and inharmoni­
ous superstructures. Hence it inevitably 
follows that one or the other, or both, must 
fall forever—leaving the ground to be oc­
cupied by one only. Now the question 
is, which of these religious institutions is 
first destined to decay ?

- Let us leave this question unanswered 
for a few moments, and turn our thoughts 
in another direction.

It is well known by the clergy and peo­
ple generally, of the present day, that 
thm-e is rapidly crowing a spirit of ration­
alistic or philosophical Christianity.— 
This is the Harmonial Philosophy. It 
stands upon the revelations of Nature, 
and upon the foundations of the highest 
form of Reason. It does not deny the 
virtues, charities, truths, or liberalities of 
any known religion; but simply rejects 
everything which claims to be intrinsical­
ly based upon the miraculous or super­
natural. It looks upon the moral isms and 
precepts of Christianity as a natural de­
velopment of a well-balanced mind—or 
more properly as an unfolding of truth in 
the general progress of mankind. It re­
gards all the real miracles, prophetic 
powers, &c„ as explainable upon philos­
ophical principled;'and holds,to the doc­
trine of human progress and universal 
improvement in the constitution of things.*.  

Now it will be perceived that the de­
clarations and positions of this Philosophy 
are clear, and positively antagonistic to 
both Protestantism and Catholicism. It 
is essential that you keep your minds now 
upon this point. I say—the rationalism 
of tins day is pcsilively opposed to the 
two great forms of religious belief. Be­
cause,as I befo<e said, the quarrel be­
tween Protestantism and Catholicism is 
sustained on the desire which one party 
has to supplant and transcend, the other; 
for they stand upon the same‘foundation. 
A supernatural religion, based upon and 
supported by miracles equally supernatu­
ral, is the basis of both superstructures. 
There is no denying this plain fact. I 
would not be understood to consider 
Catholicism as good in all respects as 
Protestantism; for it is clear that- the 
Jatter has wrought many improvements in 
the form of religious worship, has aban­
doned many expensive and unnecessary 
ceremonies, and encouraged individual 
education and private judgment in scrip­
tural reading.

But mankind are now more civilized 
and advanced in arts and sciences than 
in any former era. Men understand each 
other better, and the great laws of nature 
are more easily and generally compre­
hended. The shackles of bigotry and in­
tolerance drop off as the cause of freedom 
advances; and all members of humunity 

—of Christendom especially—are becom­
ing more thoroughly reasonable and bap­
tised in the pure waters of wisdom.

Now here is the point—men are be­
coming more reasonable! The fate of 
Christendom depends wholly upon this 
one fact—that men are realizing their 
manhood and becoming intelligent and 
strong.

Among other revolutions which await 
the higher portions of mankind, is a reli­
gions one, which will be more powerful 
than any known to history. And it will 
principally all be effected by reason. One 
party will reason philosophically, the oth­
er theologically; both will reason cor­
rectly from tile premises assumed. You 
may be nssured of the truth of this start­
ling event.. I say startling, because it 
will' be accompanied with war; for poli­
tics are inseparab у connected, all over 
the world, with religions systems. Reli­
gion will develop'e reason; but politics 
will impel the. masses to unsheath the 
sword and to stain the bosom of Nature 
with blood! Friends of progress! be not 
discouraged, for the final crisis must 
come!

Concerning so-called revealed religion 
the majority of the people will reason 
thus: We Telieve Christianity to be a 
supernatural development of truth. There 
are truths our feeble reason could never 
discover—such as the character of God, 
the doctrine of immortality, &c. Hence, 
they say, a supernatural revelation is es­
sential to our safety ana enlightenment. 
(Remember, friends, that thousands of 
Protestants will and'Йо reason in this 
way.) And looking1 about òn either side,' 
they will say. But what means all these 
sects ? ,'Is this5 the result of religious 
liberty ?' Nay, “it is,£feTigious anarchy! 
And wherefore ? Because all Protestant­
ism is in error. We'have a’supernatural 
religion, but wè have been’striving to 
comprehend a supernatural matter, with 
our common, natural judgments! This 
is unreasonable! I say—this is unrea­
sonable; and it is all chargeable upon 
Protestants. They1 have been very in­
consistent. They believe that Christian­
ity is a supernatural revelation of super­
natural truth; and yet they have the pre­
sumption to think that every man should 
read this supernatural revelation to please 
himself. Now I am impressed with the 
conviction, that no natural judgment is 
adequate to the just understanding of su­
pernatural things. If "Christianity is a 
system of supernatural truth, then it re­
quires a supernaturally. illuminated mind 
to comprehend its' inipoi't and arèanical 
bearings, In this' matter, the Roman 
Catholic'religion is altogether more con­
sistent than the Proteslant religion.

But it may be said that Christianity is 
only natural truth, supernaturally re­
vealed, Now, by taking this position, 
you clearly admit that the entire system 
would eventually have been unfolded by 
the general progression of humanity. If 
Christianity is a system of natural truth, 
then it would have naturally come forth 
like the sciences of Astronomy, Geology, 
&c,, in 'he common course of things.

But if it came through a miraculous 
channel, or was divulged through the 
agency of supernatural means, then it 

evidently requires the same means to en­
liven if and spread it triumphantly over 
the 'barth. Friends, do you apprehend 
the full bearing of this reasoning?

Let us take an example, Suppose you 
construct an engine; you adjust the parts, 
introduce the vapor, and the wheels turn. 
Now what would you think of the me­
chanic who insisted upon making a steam 
engine go by water power ? You would 
doubtless consider him ignorant or insane. 
Now, apply the same reasoning to Pio- 
testantisrn. Protestants believe that 
Christianity was introduced and set in 
motion by supernatural and miraculous I 
means; and yet they reject the means by 
which the whole system was originally 
moved, and try to keep it in action by 
natural and common caoses. In this 
matter of theoretical consistency, I af­
firm, Catholicism has always been, and is 
now, far in advance of Protestantism, 
For if we have a supernaturally revealed 
religion, we should have a class of men 
supernally endowed, or ordained, to un­
derstand it, and to impart its wonderful 
truths to mankind. While Protestantism 
is divided and subdivided into many con­
flicting sects, the One, Holy, Catholic, 
Apostolic Church stands perfectly un­
moved and unchanged. Now, why is 
this? The reply is plain: simply be­
cause that church is, and always has 
been, perfectly consistent with its as­
sumed premises. It stands, like Pro­
testantism, upon a supernaiural founda­
tion. Its doctrines are derived from the 
Bible, which is claimed to be a supernat- I 
urally derived book; hence it requires a I 
class of regularly inspired men to divulge 
its great teachings to men. This class of 
-men Should take c harge of our souls; and 
we should not interfere with religious 
doctrines,'only so far as the supernatural­
ly inspired' men shall desire and com­
mand. Now, be it remembered, the 
Catholic church is in possession of this 
class of inspired men. There is a great 
organization of popes and bishops who 
claim to have supernaiural authority,from 
Peter the first to the present time. The 
supernaturalistic chain is complete. To 
be consistent, then, L t ns leave conflict­
ing, Protestantism, and go back to the 
bosom of the Mother Church.

Here, friends, you have a brief synop­
sis of the simple process which will ta~ke 
place in thousands of Protestant hearts. 
It is now occurring, privately, all around 
the world. There will be a great reaction 
in favor of Catholicism I The One, Holy, 
Catholic church is destined to spread rap­
idly throughout many of the territories of 
Christendom, simply because one party in 
Protestantism will see their inconsistent 
position in matters of religious theory. 
But another party has appeared—the Ra­
tionalistic Christians, or Harmonial Phi­
losophers! This form of religion un­
qualifiedly rejects all supernaturalism. 
Hence, Protestantism and Catholicism, as 
religious institutions, are alike repudiated. 
It does not make every man’s judgment 
his only guide in matters of importance, 
but asks, “W here shall we find the most 
truth, the highest wisdom, the noblest re­
ligion ?” It has this desire for its eternal 
magnet—-hence it- inteirogates the bound- 

I less fields of Nature with an honest soul
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•nd bfty brow. This is perfect and im­
mutable freedom! Anarchy can never 
invade the principles of this party, for it 

I is based upon Nstxjrs and upon Nature’s 
I G We have now obtained the final reply.

Protestantism will first decay ; because it 
is to be divided into two parties; one 
party will до back into Catholicism; the 

I other will g-o firward into Rationalism.
And then, after a succession of eventful 

I years, a political revolution will hurl the 
I Catholic superstructure to the earth, and 

the prismatic bow of promise will span 
the heavens. The children of earth will 

I then be comparatively free and happy, 
for the Milennial hour will have arrived, 

j and there will be something like a reali- 
I ntion of peace on earth and good will 

towards all men !—Hartford Times.

nrSPIRATIOK.
ВТ BBV. DANIEL FOSTER.

[believe that all truth is the word of 
j God. All may hold communion with 
j God, even as the child may commune 
I with the fond parent. The laws of this 
I intercourse are simple and obvious. The 
I child experiences the love of the parent, 
I in kindness bestowed, and this experience 
I begets an affection in the heart of the 
I child. Love naturally induces those who 
I feel its power to seek the society, and 
I sympathy, and counsel of the loved one ;

and dear friends commune with each 
other, though ocean’s fathomless waves 

I roll between. their respective places pf 
abode; by the thoughts of tenderness ; 
by the sympathies of ^spirit-; by,the fond 
meiqeries of past assoolation; by familiar 
objects, which remind-of the absent friend; 
by mutual longings of soul, and by num- 

1 berless spiritual affinities, which annihi- 
I late distance, and bring together, into the 
I closest union and harmony, loved ones 
I who are far, far away from each other in 
I their bodily borne. You have a child, a 
I parent, a companion, in heaven. You 
I forget not that dear one, though in an­

other world. Neither can you Ъе forgot­
ten in the spirit land by those now there, 
whose love was once yours. You are 
conscious of a spiritual communion with 
loved ones who are far away. And can 
you not commune with your heavenly 
Father ? Can you not be glad in the 
seeing of Christ, your elder brother, in 
whom you behold the brightness of the 
Divme glory ? Infinite Goodness is ever 
near unto you, near to each one qf the 
human family, whether dwelling on ths 
earth or in the future state. Now then, 
if you turn to your heavenly Father with 
filial desire and love, you shall be blessed 
with the presence and instruction pf the 
Divine Spirit This presence and in­
struction constitute inspiration. Those 
are divinely inspired with whom abides 
the Divine Spirit This spirit enters all 
hearts which open their doors, and re­
mains while it is a welcome guest But 
this presence does not injure you against 
mistakes of judgment, of faith, of prac­
tice. la) presence is manifested in a firm 
purpose, an earnest effort to do right—a 
life of love. Abraham was doubtless a 
child of God, and guided, more or less,

by God’s spirit; but in no such way ns to 
destroy, or diminish nt nil, his own free­
dom and responsibility in each act of hi« 
life. In just that wny you may be and 
should be inspired. It is absurd to sup­
pose that one age has had a monopoly of 
inspiration. Moses was inspired, and lie 
expressed many sublime and precious 
truths. But he was biassed, and went 
wrong in many of his views, as I have 
shown. This coill.a not be prevented by 
the Divine Spirit, for Moses was free, and 
acted freely in the founding of the Jewish 
state. The writers of the Old Testament 
followed out the principles of the Mosaic 
code; and some improved very much 
Upon the Law.which was given by Moses. 
This is especially truo of Isaiah, the most 
hublime and heavenly-minded of all who 
wrote the Old Testament Scriptures.— 
The evangelists and the apostles were 
still more under the influence of inspiring 
truth. They drank more- constantly at 
the fountain of.,truth, and their teachings 
were not rnarfpd so radically with erro­
neous views as.were the instructions of the 
Old Testament. Besides, they preached 
and wrote in a certain stage of the world’s 

^progress, which demanded an application 
of truth, in many respects, different from 
that which our times need and demand. 
My liberty is ..not, then, to be circum­
scribed by the ;fules which they enacted. 
I think I can sKpw, to the entire satisfac­
tion qf any carfdid, intelligent mind, that 
the Jewish apostles were influenced by 
prejudice, on some momentous questions, 
to siich an extent as to vitiate altogether 
their testimony.on, those points. Paul’s 
.views of ,wgpman furnish a case in point. 
The views ep,tertiained by the apostles of 
thp divine character and government, 
views drawn from ^the^©id—Testament 
Scriptures, wfrich they regarded, in com­
mon, with, their counfry men, with an un­
due reverence, caused them often to err 
when puBaching jwhatr they called “the 
ter rors of the Lord.”. KThey were inspired, 
•I admit-; but in nó sense in which you 
may not be. Other .men, for instance, 
.Confucius, Zoroaster,, Pythagoras, Soc­
rates, Plato, Kempis, Swedenborg, Penn, 
Wesley, were inspired men. Mrs. Fry, 
'in Newgate, was full of inspiration, as she 
sought to reclaim the wretched, degraded 
prisoners of, that English hell from the 
ruin of -unrestrained si-m Howard, in the 
dungeons; of Europe, was inspired and 
sustained by the Divine Spirit, in the 
prosecution of hie self-denying, heavenly 
work. Clarkson was inspired, when 
.pleading and wearing himself out in be­
half of the despise® pegro. Every good 
man is inspired. Every good word, and 
thought, and deed,’form a part of the 
great inspired work- which is going on, 
and will go on, till all wrong and wretch­
edness are no more. Revelation, like life 
itself, is, of course, progressive. What 
folly to confine Gpd to any book, and 
make that the Alpha and Omego of truthI 
I receive Christ’s teachings as infallible. 
He occupies to my soul a position which 
no other teacher, does. Give me the 
words of Christ, and I receive them us 
wholly true. But' remember, we have 
only reports of his instruction, made after 
the establishment of the new faith, by 
men who report from memory the words

of Him who spake with such wonderful 
power. These reports are evidently not 
infallibly correct. They are marie by 
good men, and are, in the main, no doubt, 
correct so far as they go. We are fully 
competent to make the discovery for our­
selves of mistakes in the gospels of Mat­
thew, Mark, Luke, and John. God has 
not left himself without a witness.

How, then, shall we use the Bible ? I 
will use it as I Would any other book 
claiming to be the word of God. I will 
try it in every statement, doctrine, com­
mand, threatening, and in its spirit, by 
Christ and my own conscience. What 
Will not stand the most searching test of I 
such a trial, I reject Whatever truth I 
find there, 1 receive, and just as gladly 
do I receive it from any other source. I I
have no blind reverence for the Bible. I 1 
do sincerely believe in the pressing ne­
cessity of the emancipation of the human 
mind from the influence of this common 
idea that the Bible is the word of God. 
The demand of this day is for the gospel, 
the whole gospel of humanity, from the 
pen of every ready writer whose heart is 
-filled with the divine love, from the tongue 
of every eloquent speaker who is united 
to’Christ, and from the life of every one, 
however humble, who is desirous of liv­
ing, in all things, as duty now demands. 
It involves God in an inextricable maze 
of partiality and injustice, to suppose that I 
human welfare and the future and endless 
happiness of man are dependant upon the 
possession of a book which was not fin­
ished till four thousand years of human 
action had passed, and which is not yet in 
the hands of one-third of the thousand 
millions of men who are at this hi ur mov­
ing on to their eternal award. You need 
notJjg alarqieiLajUfliy rej^ctigm^ftfa^ftill 
inspiration of the Bible. Be'earnest, and 
honest, and patient, in your, search for 
truth, and nothing but truth, and you will 
rejoice, as 1 this day do, in the glorious 

and 
sonship with God.—Liberator.
liberty of brotherhood with Christ

Precious Proofs.—There is, after 
all, something in those trifles that friends 
bestow upon each other, which is an un­
failing indication of the place the giver 
holds in the affections. I would believe 
that one who preserved a lock of hair, 
a simple flower, or any trifle of my be­
stowing, loved me, though no show was 
made of it; while all the protestations in 
the world would not win my confidence in 
one who sets no value on such little 
things. Trifles they may be; but it is 
by such that character and disposition are 
oftenest revealed.

Hopp.—A bright and beauijful bird is 
Hope; it comes to us mid darkness and 
storm, arid sings sweetest when our spir­
its are saddest, and when the lone soul is 
weary, and longs to pass away, it warbles 
its sweetest notes and tightens again the 
slender fibres of our hearts that grief has 
been wearing awày.

A pint of water converted into steam 
fills a space of about ItiOO pints.
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THE SPIRIT WORLD.
Having, in our last issue, so fully ex­

plained the conditions upon which we shall 
attempt tlie further publication, of this pa­
per, we have now only to remind our read­
ers of that work which they will be ex­
pected to perform before we shall decide to 
make any further sacrifice for its continu­
ance.

Thus far I have done even more than £ 
promised; while some, who at first encour­
aged me to commence this paper, have 
done less than they authorised me to hope 
for; and a few have done nothing at all.

Though £ do firmly believe that there 
never has been a time when this paper was 
so much needed as now, yet 1 am sure 1 
never should have incurred the responsibil­
ities of its publication,had I not anticipated 
greater harmony among the friends of the 
new Philosophy in its support, than I have 
found thus far in my labors. But since my 

prospectus’was first issued, not less than 
six other similar papers have been started 
in different parts of the country, each one 
asking for patronage of the same class of 
people, and not one of them sufficiently 
supported to give it permanent healthy ex­
istence for a year. Hence, as was to be 
expected, some of thede papers have been 
suspended, to appear np more at all. And 
my Opinion is, that at present there is not 
strength enough among all the friends of 
the Harmonial Philosophy to support more 
than one or two papers. And though I 
suppose the Spirit World has had, for the 
past volume, a larger list of subscribers than 
any other similar periodical, yet 1 am un­
willing to encourage the hope that it will 
be continued unless I can have as many as 
fifteen hundred subscribers at least. Or, 
what would be still better, if each of our 
present subscribers were to double their 
subscriptions, (as some have al ready done,), 
it would put the paper upon a permanent 
basis, and settle the question of its contin­
uance for years to come.

Upon the threshold of the most importan t 
•developments that have; ever attracted the 
attention of the race, a free, fearless, inde­
pendent paper, like this, js. wanted, certain­
ly by the few who can appreciate the great 
work to which.it, .is deyqte.d. For, certain 
it is, that spiritual manifestations to man’s 
external senses are now extending all over 
the world. They are ‘Witnessed in some 
form in almost every State" in the Union. 
True .it may .be, that, jpost^of these mani- 

, festations are in a low form,' and scarcely 
rise above what4js common to infancy in 
knowledge of . the spiritual world. This 
very fact .it is which., enhances thé.necessi- 
ty'for such a paper. as we propose this shall 
be. For if infancy oyeds the help of supe­
rior-wisdom to guard,it against the evils to 
which it would otherwise be exposed, so 
does this Infant Dispensation, this new 
Philosophy, need the united guidance which 
results from a large and . matured experi­
ence in the laws of the spiritual world. It 
is for the want of this experience that so 
much is now taken for spiritual ^manifesta­
tions which results mainly, if not wholly, 
from an excited nervous system. Witness 
the communications made by clairvoyants 
and the so-called mediums whose nervous 
syetems are abnormally excited, and which 
are obsequiously received, either as infalli­
ble revelations of the Divine Will, or veri­
table manifestations from pure spirits, with*  
out any admixture of the human medium 
through whom they are made. Witness 
the credulity with which communications 
are received in different localities, all pur­
porting to come from the spirits of “Apos­
tles and Prophets,” and from Swedenborg, 
and even from Jesus Christ I And these 

“Apostles” are multiplied like the frogs of 
Egypt, all over the country, arid telling as 
many different stories as there are mediums 
sufficiently low to receive their utterances. 
Nor does it seem to tend, in the least, to 
Open the eyes of those who receive these 
“rtpiwlo/ic” communications, that the “St. 
Pauls,” “St. Lukes,”, and Swedenborgs, 
are multiplied to such an extent all over 
the land. That they are not the same spir­
it responding indifferent localities, is evi­
dent from the fact that they themselves say 
go ; and also from the many different doc­
trines which they teach. Indeed, their as­
suming authority to teach at all, is prima 
facie evidence against them.

Witness, also, the avidity with which 
communications are published from apocry­
phal spirits, where the names of particular 
persons are used, when there is not the first 
particle of reliable authority for so using 
the names once borne by mortals on this 
earth. Surely there are states in human 
progression to which it may be proper to 
apply the terms, sectarianism and fanati­
cism.

That the present Dispensation,- important 
as it confessedly is, should not be known, 
and scarcely appreciated at all,by the great 
mass of the race, is not marvellous^ when 
we take into consideration how it has al­
ways been -with Nature’s efforts. To what 
an extent was Jesus appreciated by his co- 
temporaries ! rHow^small the number who 
really‘knew Who he was, and heartily co­
operated with him' in the great work-it was 
his''mission to perform I And so it must 
be admitted that the great mass of mortals, 
at the present day,' are not advanced suffi­
ciently above infancy to appreciate the 
Harmonial Philosophy. They do not really 
believe in any spiritual'world, nor do they 
begin to comprehend what is peculiar to a 
state of manhood. They are attracted 
mainly by the external. The almighty 
dollar has charms for them. Spiritual phi­
losophy is far too‘high for'the mass.— 
Man’s progression is slow, when compared 
with developments which are below him. 
There’ are but few advanced in years, but 
“here and'there a traveller" who has a just 
idea of that otherworld to which all are 
bound. Well, it is a matter of gratitude 
that there are so many. Sure we are that 
the number will never be less; áüd under 
the conviction'that we have’ done all in our 
power tó make this number what it is, we 
feel a satisfaction which is sweet, indeed, 
and an ample compensation for all we have 
done and suffered in the prosecution of our 
labors.

W. M. Feknald is in readiness to 
• lecture in any town, on Spiritual. Science 
and Philosophy.

which.it
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INFOR M ATION.

Authority.
In • preceding number I referred to the 

,nsWvr which my spirit son (died when nn 
infant, sixteen years since,) gave to this 
question: “What is ybur authority for be­
lieving as you say you do, about Jesus 
Christ?” I quoted that answer from mem- 
otr. On looking over the record I made 
of it, at the time, 1 find that I did not give 
it exactly as it was made tome. The an- 

I surer, as it was spelled out to me, reads as
follows :

“In our circle we are instructed by spir­
its that are higher than ourselves, that 
Christ is God.”

I Lwre, beyond Death.
“We miss our pure and gentle one—her foot­

fall on the floor,
I And that bright smile of happiness we’ll gaze 

upon no more;
And those sweet songs she used to sing, no 

more shall they be heard,
And hushed for aye. the melody of each re­

membered word.
Oh! there are'tones-at midnight, oft upon 

the trembling breeze,
Soft spirit-music mingling with the winds 

among the trees;
And fancy oft will trace amid this music 

strangely given,
The sad sweet Voices of the dead come back 

to tell of heaven!

“Evil Spirits.” .
There was a good article òn this subject,

1 by “V. С. T.” of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., in 
the Spicjt Messenger of N,o,vember-1. . In 
so good an article we were surprised fto.see 
so much of an endorsement of Cahagnet’s 

I “Celestial Telegraph,” a. book that we con­
sider so nearly worthless that we could not 

I quote from it as worthy of any authority at 
I all. Horace Greeley has given it as his 

opinion that lhe Adele of whom Cahagnet 
makes so much as a clairvoyant, was not 
(at least when he saw her,) entranced at 
all. And whether she was or not, she 
teaches the doctrine of transmigration., or 
that man, as such, had a previous existence 
to the present form—[page 112.]

Had I recorded * a// -the accounts of an­
other world given me by the thousands of 
somnambulists whom 1 have entranced, I 
could have made a book twice the size of 
any published on this subject-

Lorenzo Dow.
1 was well acquainted with this eccentric 

individual, have read his writings, and often 
heard him preach. The “characteristic 
sermon,” said to be from his spirit, pub­
lished by our cotemporary in Springfield, is 
no more like Dow than it is like the style 
of Osceola. From the beginning it has 
been quite common for certain.mediums to 
lieve visits from spirits purporting to be 
Lorenzo Dow. Those who can believe all 

■ this cannot be far from receiving the orac­
ular announcements of the Auburn circle.

Is the Sunbeam Triune I

Professor Johnson says, “That there is 
not only in the sunbeam a ray of light and 
heat, but also a chemical ray, which varies 
in different seasons of the year and in dif­
ferent latitudes.”

.And why not ? • The Deity is triune— 
Love, Will, and Wisdom. Nature, in its 
three kingdoms, and in all its ramifications, 
is triune.

Another Discovery.

A man in Chelsea, Mass., has published 
a long article on the “rappings,” in which 
he congratulateS-himself arid the public on 
his having made the following marvellous 
discovery : “There is Intelligence in elec­
tricity ” ! ! ! And what are called spiritual 
rappings are “all produced, first and last, 
by electricity.**Tit  does not appear that 
this Mr. Vose is, himself, at all familiar 
with the subject of electricity, or that he 
ever attempted tojtest the force that makes 
the sounds, by an electrometer. Indeed, 
he had' not heard, the sounds ah hour, before 
he came to the grave conclusion that “there 
is intelligence in electricity, and the rap­
pings are ‘produced by it.” Whereupon 
the New York Herald,’ Express, arid Boston 
Times,'denounce'them (the rappings,) as a 
“humbug”-^that is, electricity is a humbug.

Great Mistake. ‘«-.•■"■ЧР “a1■
Many suppose that the sounds,-called 

spiritual rappings, can never be produced 
without the medium crimes in contact with 
the body-on which' they- are made. This 
is a. great mistake. T.he sounds have been 
made in our family! from the first, (now for 
more than a year,^without any physical 
contact between the medium and the table 
or floor on which the sounds are made. 
The first 'that we heard in our family were 
made without any table, or circle, and made 
on the window, then' on the floor; and -final­
ly on a cradle. We find', as a general rule, 
the body upon which'» the force is exerted 
must be (as' the spirits say,) “within the 
sphere of the medium.” Some mediums, 
we know, cannot get "the sounds unless 
they put their hands ón the table. But this 
proves nothing in regard tofthose who can. 
And-when mediums are isolated, as we 
have seen them, and 'get the sounds while 
they are touching an electrometer; without 
moving it in the least; it proves that the 
force which makes the sounds is not elec­
tricity.

How do you account for it 1
When mortals believe and call the force 

which makes the sounds, “electricity,” how 

are we to account for it, that mediums who 

do this should get the sounds? Answer— 
in the same way that we account for it when 
mortals cáll for the spirit of a dead horse, 
and get the sounds. No doubt but Mr. 
Vose, of Chelsea, (if he has got the sounds 
in the manner he describes,) is obsessed by | 
spirits precisely like himself, and they love 
to confirm him in his error. So when he 
calls it “electricity,” his associate spirits I 
rap, and say Yes, Yes—-being just as really 
deceived as he is himself.

A Pleasant Visit.
-Attracted by spiritual affinities, we visited 

a neighboring town (by the Fitchburg rail­
road,) ой the 8th of November last, where 
we spent Sunday with a large .number of 
believers in spiritual manifestations. These 
friends have adopted, and they carry out 
fully, Fourier’s principles of association, 
arid enjoy among themselves a degree of 
harmony which it is truly delightful to con­
template. True, they are sectarians, but 
from no other class of people have we seen 
manifested a more sincere and truth-loving 
spirit. And while no other sect (as such) 
has, as far as we know, shown any interest 
in the new spiritual developments which 
have attracted so much attention, recently, 
throughout the country, this one has, from 
the first, hailed these manifestations with 
unaffected joy, as the harbinger of a new 
and glorious dispensation.

We held five sittings for spiritual com- | 
munications (by. the sounds,) among them, 
which' were, indeedj rhost^Ü^ígEtfsF, íiè-’ l 
yond the power of language to describe. 
At one of them nearly seventy were pres­
ent, to whom these sounds were entirely 
new; and never shall we forget the candor 
and solemn love which were manifested on 
that occasion for that which appertains to 
the spiritual world.

Visit to the West.
This question has occupied my mind for 

some time. At present it looks as if I 
should soon comply with the invitations 
extended to me by numerous friends in the 
far West, to visit that region of country for 
the purpose of giving lectures on mental 
and spiritual science. But where I shall 
begin, and when, 1 cannot determine till I 
shall have heard more from my friends in 
the various localities where it is desired I 
should come.

Low and Disorderly.
So we denominate those mortals who 

question apocryphal spirits in regard to 
the character of human beings, of whom 
neither party has any knowledge» Thus 
the question is asked of spirits about A, J. 
Davis, or any other mortal, and the answer 

always (or nearly ao,) is but tho echo of the 
views entertained in the circle at the time



202 THE SPIRIT WORLD.

in Auburn, Mr. Davis is said to be an infi­
del, (by the apostolic spirits,) and in other 
circles, far above that, ho is said to be a 
very good man.

Infallibility.
Our objection to мсГвгйнйт is, that it 

makes a God of man or a book like the Bi­
ble. It puts a mortal, or a mortal's work, 
in the place where God should be. There 
should be nothing between the divine and 
the human understanding. We may re*  
ceive the divine from mortals or spirits 
whom we believe to be above us; but if we 
allow them to be infalliblk, or assume 
that they could not “make mistakes," we 
put them in God's place, or make a God 
of them. Thus Prof. Bush (X. C. Rep., 
Nov., pages 503-9,) says:

“We are forced to regard Swedenborg’s 
teacAing to be the genuine . infalliblk 
truth of heaven, wliicu we do not for a mo­
ment presume to question. The purposes 
to be answered by his mission forbid us the 
thought that he was left to commit mistakes 
or teach false doctrines."

This is pure sectarianism. It is precisely 
what Mohammedans says of their prophet 
—what the Methodists say of Wesley—the 
Mormons of Joe Smith ; and all sectarians 
believe lhe same of their leaders, or those 
mortals who wrote what they call their 
“Infallible Rule of Faith and Practice."

The Problem of Evil.
We defineevil to be the want of progres­

sion. There could be no progession with­
out its opposite.- ■ Why, then, ask the ques­
tion as to the origin of evil ? What is the 
origin of darkness? of cold? of angular 
motions, in contrast for the circular and 
spiral ? what is the origin of infancy ? of 
weakness, iu opposition to strength ?

Mr. Fernaid says, “Man was so far dis- 
creted from the Divine, that he lost (by a 
necessity which God could not prevent,) a 
portion of his perfection.” And this is 
spoken of the human race. But how could 
the race lose that which it never possessed ? 
How can an intant be said to have lost 
manhood?

To Subscribers and Friends.

Heretofore this paper has depended, prin­
cipally, on the pecuniary responsibility of 
its editor and publisher for its continuance. 
Hereafter, it will depend on you. Every 
dollar sent me shall be expended in its 
support. I have trusted you for one year 
and a half. I haye done all, and more, 
than I promised. I do not ask you to trust 
me. J only say that if you send me your 
money, I will do the best I can, and issue 
this paper weekly or monthly, as I may be 
enabled to do by the funds furnished me 
for this purpose. What is your answer ?

“Taught by the bird alono.”
Swedenborg often speaks of his having 

been “taught by the Lord alone," blit ho 
says, it was “mediately (ArougA A».« word."

From this Wo Understand that tho human 
Writings, comprising what uro called the 
Bible, stood between Swedenborg and God. 
Tho Biblo was written, transcribed, col- 
looted, corrected, arranged, and printed, by 
human beings, from first to last. It is well 
known that the New Church holds, us an 
essential article of its creed, “That the 
Scriptures aro the only fountain of truth, 
and tho ultimate authority in matters of 
faith."

The “only fountain of truth ?" A book, 
written and printed by human hands, the 
“only fountain of truth ?"

Authority of Spirits.
During the time that we have been con­

scious of open intercourse with the inhabi­
tants of the spiritual world, no spirit or 
angel has ever offered to teach, dictate, or 
instruct me as to what I should believe on 
theological subjects. When I have ques­
tioned a few as to what Swedenborg calls 
“doctrinals” and “the doctrine of the Lord,” 
they have answered with apparent reluc­
tance ; and on one point they have all af­
firmed what I do not believe; that is, the 
views uttered by them, I did not receive, if 
I understood all they meant by what they' 
said. (But of this I haye,some doubts.)

These..are Swedenborg’s words :
“I have had speech, with spirits and an­

gels, now for many years, neither has any 
spirit dared, norany angel wished, to tell 
me anything, still, less to instruct me con­
cerning any things in the Word, or con­
cerning any doctrinals from the Word, but 
the Lord alone has taught me.”—D. P. n. 
135.

“Danger."

In what sense is “speaking with spirits” 
attended with danger ? We fully appreci­
ate the reasons assigned by Swedenborg, 
why it is; so to those who are not perma­
nently good, and fully instructed in respect 
to the laws- of the spiritual world. But in 
what sense is it dangerous for such as are 
not prepared for it?' Perhaps we should 
say that it is so in thç same sense—that it 
is attended with danger for a child, to be 
born of ignorant and vicious parents ? It is 
attended with danger for ignorant people to 
hear the preaching of sectarian teachers ? 
And so it is for children to do many things 
peculiar to childhood. Fixing the eyes 
upon the noqn-day sun is attended with 
danger-

Individual Sovereignty.

As this is the true doctrine of manhood, 
во it is easy to see that it must be equally 
true of all in the spiritual world. Hence, 

from tho first it has been our object to have 
all spirits and angels, high and low, in re­
spect to Goodness and Truth, utter just 
what they please. The first utterance they 
made to me, Was, “Wo will be judged by 
our works." Hence, I have said to them, 
ono and all, Manifest yourselves in your 
oWn Way—*by  sound, by inspiration, by ob­
session, by impressions, by dreams, or in 
any other way you choose. I yield to 
spirits what I claim for myself—individual 
sovereignty; freedom of opinion, freedom 
of action, and freedom of utterance, in any 
way that may suit our love. All that spir­
its do or say, and their manner of saying it, 
must be judged of according to Use.

Explicitness.
Persons who write accounts of spiritual 

manifestations should aim at explicitness 
when speaking of that which cannot be 
correctly understood without it. Thus, one 
says a “communication was made by the 
spirit purporting to be A. B., by writing, 
through C. D." But this is not definite, 
as it may mean one of six different things:

1. Writing done by spiritual hands, as 
when the pencil is moved upon the pa­
per, without being touched at all by the 
medium.

2. When the hand of the medium holds 
the pencil,-.and the hand is said, by the 
medium, to be moved by. the disembodied 
spirit.

3; When the taièfiiunkwrites by inspi­
ration of the spirit/

4. When the medium is inspired or im­
pressed by the spirit, and the hand is me­
chanically moved to write.

5. When a mortal writes, and audible 
sounds are made by spirits, indicating ap­
proval, or affirming what is said.

6. And when the medium unconsciously 
writes, and then supposes it is done by 
spirits. That certain persons often do 
things unconsciously, and then erroneously 
suppose they were induced to do them by 
some extrinsic cause, 1 know from an ex­
perience of many years. Indeed, what is 
the history of withcraft, but accounts of 
persons who erroneously imagined them­
selves operated upon by human beings at a 
distance from them, and who were as far 
from having really exerted any such in*

. fluence as if they had never been born ?

The Celestial Life on Eirth.

We have an excellent article from W. S. 
Courtney, Esq,, on this subjeot, for our 
next number. He has written many good 
ones before—this is one of the best. It is 
worth the price of this paper. In a private 
note accompanying it, lie says :

I wish to show more clearly that the 
Divine Being, apart from His moral and
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nflltiralcharacter, sees not, neither knows, 
evil nor false. That ns a God of Ends, 
»nd seeing from the Inmost, He secs all 
tilings ss “very good whereas the rwr- 
rmt Christendom, instead of regarding 
His greatest means as means, narriely, evil 
and false, or the hells, mistakes them for

I which arises altogether from their 
studying and knowing Him alone in His

I natural and moral character. For it is 
I an axiomatical truth, all the world over, 
j ind the universe through, that “an evil 
' eye alone sees evil things.” God, there- 
I fore, to see and know evil, as an End, 

must be evil Himself. But, accustomed
I as we have been, to contrast the moral 
I life with the selfish, in which it has every 
| advantage,therefore, without looking fur*  
I tl*er,  we have concluded that it is the 
j «sommuin bonum"’ of existence. This, 
I however, is a fatal error, and heavily 
i fraught with deplorable consequences to 
I God. But in order to see thése conse- 
I qoences and imperfections of the moral 
I life, we must rise above it—dominate it 
I —and have some .increment of the celes­

tial life; and those who have, will appre- 
i ciate these articles.

This world, itself, has come up out of 
i savageism, or rather, sáurianism, and like 
I man, is toing forward in the regeneration 
I or development process, to the celestial 
| trine. Very true, in this great passage of 
I the race out of Egypt to the promised 
I land, there is great tribulation—great 

temptations, revulsions, &c., and many of 
the leaders will .have to .lay their bones 
thia side. Yet the mass will pass over 
Jordan, and possess the. country., It. is 
not true, ás is generally held by New 
Churchmen, that the first men on'• this 
earth were ^[estial. /nen. .Swç^enborg 

I nowhere says so; nut on ihe contrary, 
says they were totally1 without good " and 
truth, savages, barbarians, &c., whjch is 
meant by the earth, being without form 
and void, and darkness being on the face 
of the earth.—[Vide Apoc. Ex., Д vol., p. 
519, or Nó. 294.] The N. C. has con­
founded the first men on this earth with 
the first church, which was a celestial 
church. J wanted to show this grand re­
generation or going forward of the race, 
from cannibals to celestial men, I ut had 
to deny myself for more important matter.

Eiteke Corrected.

Our correspondent, J. W. Greene, wishes 
to correct a mistake he made in liis letter 
(Oct, 25, 1851,) in relation to W. Vose, of 
Woonsocket. He now finds that Mr. Vose 
M no tense an infidel, but has always been 
a believer in Christianity.

Harmonial Philosophers in Boston.

Ths friends of the Harmonial Philosophy 
in this city and vicinity, male and female, 
ought to hold regular meetings toy consul­
tation and mutual encouragement- Those 

-friendly to this call will please leave, their 
names at this office,,and we hope arrange­
ments may be made which will enable us 
to announce when and where meetings will 
be held.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Siilwaukle, Òct. 24,1851.
Friend Sund< rlnnd,—In your number 

for October is a sentiment which I either 
do not understand, or wi.h which I cannot, 
at present, agree, viz: that experiments 
in Psychometry, or those of the Baron 
Reichenbach, would be productive of 
little or no results, "if performed without 
the knowledge of the patient” How much 

.does this expression mean? If it only 
means that a susceptible subject, coming 
in accidental and unconscious contact 
with an autograph', would not be con­
scious of any effects from it, it is un- 

" doubtedly true; simply because his atten­
tion being occupied with other things, 
and his mind not being attentive to the 
sensations produced, he would not heed 
them. But how can the fact of his knowl­
edge that an experiment is being tried, 
produce sensations-which so wonderfully 
correspond to?the character of the writer ? 
Or when a .medicine is placed in his 
hand, how can*  his knowledge of the facl 
that an experiment is to'be tried, produce 
nausea if it -happens to be ipecac, or 
sleepiness if opium, especially when the 
medicines are so mixed .and distributed 
that no one khows one parcel from an­
other ? That õrié wou d experience an 
effect because1 he expected one, is proba- 
able enough ; but how he should always 
experience the .appropriate effect from a 
magnet, crystal, or autograph, is incon­
ceivable' torrie; I would be glad to see 
your explanation.2 J. S. -D.

Brother Di. is réferrèd" to my last work 
On Pathetièm, (1847) pages 53-56,109, for 
an answer tonh^guerjejjb. ' His'use of the 
word "always,” shows th^ cfiief^difference 
(if. any there :ЪеД.between him and me. 

• When à case is presented to me thatis 
“alwaya”,'r perfectly fè/taWe, I shall riot 
differ with him very much. The faculty of 
Intuition 1 believe in aS fully as he does. 
—Editor.

'^Jdarlboro\Chester Co., Pa., . ) 
1QM mo., 25th, 1851. $

Esteemed Friend,—The Harmonial 
Philosophy goes bravely on in this vicin­
ity. There are four spiritual circles in 
this section and surrounding districts; 
and I think the principles are quietly and 
secretly gaining ground, although there is 
much opposition brought to bear upon 
them. 1 am much interested in the Spirit 
Woild; it is doing-a good work here. 
May it be blessed'with a long life in its 
mission of goodness,

Vincent Barnard,

Ct., Nov, 3,1861.
Dear Brother Sunderland,—Still feel­

ing a deep interest in all things relating 
to the spiritual world, to which we are all 
so rapidly hastening, I snatch a few mo­
ments from the busy-cares of the present 
life, to communicate to you a few facts 
in relation to the progress of the new de­
velopments in spiritual things which are 
now taking place in our vicinity. While 
the great mass of men around us arc, or 

appear to be, totally indifferent to all 
things but gain—there are a few, here, 
who think they are drinking in, from the 
deep and pure fountains of eternal truth, 
satisfying draughts of wisdom and true 
holiness. Sneered at and derided by 
those who profess better things, we put 
our tiust in the Infinite, and still look up­
ward. Oh, when will poor, blind, infat­
uated mortals learn to seek for truh in 
God's great book, Nature, so widely 
spiead that its open leaves are ever before 
us, written in no unknown tongue, but in 
a language so plain that all men can 
read it! Dear brother, then let ns thank 
our God for one thing- 'Progression is the 
eternal destiny of man. “He will have 
all come to a knowledge of the truth.”

I will now relate a few incidents that 
have taken place under my own observa­
tion, which have done much to satisfy me 
of the truth of the “manifestations,”— 
Spending a few days in Massachusetts, 
recently, I- visited the grave of a dearly 
beloved mother. It seemed to me, while 
standing by that holy spot, that the spirit 
of my mother was really present, and 
knew all my thoughts. I plucked a sprig 
from a" rose bush growing upon her grave, 
as a memento of the sweet intercourse I 
then seemed to hold with her, intending, 
should I again attend a “sittting,” to me 
it as a test. A few days after this I was 
unexpectedly invited to attend a sitting 
in a friend’s house. The medium, a per­
son with whom I had not the slightest 
acquaintance, could not have known 
aught ofjnyself or .my friends in the spir­
itual world. A spirit purporting to be 
my mother, wished to converse with me. 
I put a few questions, and the answers 
w.erft. corjrçç.t^y ,given. L -then said, “If 
this is really "the^pirit oi'Tny'rriWftffTwill 
you give me*,  this evening, satisfactory- 
evidence of-the same?” Ihe answer 
was; “Yes.” I then asked a few other 

•questions, when it occurred to me that I 
had the rose sprig-with me. I took it 
from my pocket, and the table immediate­
ly commenced “tipping.” In reply to all 
questions asked in regard to it, the an­
swers were very earnest and correct—and 
then, as though to make the matter en­
tirely plain, and to satisfy me beyond a 
doubt, the table commenced and tipped 
sixty-one times, unasked. I did not ask 
her to tell me her age. Do not know as 
I thought of it until it br gan to tip. Most 
in the room at once exclaimed, “What 
can that mean?” I replied, “I think I 
know what ii means.” The answer was, 
“Yes.” I have no doubt it was what it 
purported to be—“my mother dear< — 
What else could it he ?

1 have many facts in my possession 
which go as strongly to prove the truth 
of these things as the one I have stated 
above. At a sitting at my house, some 
time sinco, we had clear evidence in the 
following manner: My wife was skepti­
cal in relation to the matter, and said she 
had a test question she wished answered, 
which she would tell no. one. Accord­
ingly, al the sitting, a spirit purporting to 
be her mother, wished to communicate 
with her. She said, “Mother, will you 
repeat to me yourdying, words, that I 
may believe ?” Answer, '“Mary, I am 
going to leave you,-.but I leave you in the 
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hands of God,”—her mother’s dying words 
.—and added, “Believe, my dear Mary, 
that it is the spirit of your dear mother, 
because I love you.”

What spelled that sentence but her 
mother’s spirit ? Answer, ye cavillers at 
God’s truth. No one knew the words but 
herself. Yours, for truth,

C. J. B. Waters.

Wauconda, III, Nov. 13, 1851.
Mr. Sunderland,—Sir: I have investi­

gated both what is called the spiritual 
rappings and writings, and have had all 
my questions answered correctly, except­
ing when evil spirits interfered.

The first time I investigated the rap­
pings, was at my neighbor’s house. I 
went there skeptical as could be. We 
sat around the table, and raps were 
heard. I thought the medium made them 
with his hand under the table. The raps, 
apparently, were under the end of the ta­
ble whore f sat. The medium said to 
me, “There is a spirit present ihat wants 
to converse with you.” So I began to 
ask questions, and feeling under the ta­
ble to see that no one touched it. I can 
surely say that every one of my questions 
were rapped out correctly. The spirit 
which I was conversing with, purported 
to be my guardian. I asked her if she 
would go home with me, and rap for me 
at my house. I, not feeling satisfied, she 
said she would the next night. The next 
evening I retired to bed, and thinking of 
what she had promised me, raps were 
heard, apparently on my piHow, very 
faintly, and sounded like drops of water 
falling on my pillow.

Yours, truly,
Wheelock W. Porter.

Rochester, Monroe Co., N. Y., ?
Nov. 18,1851. J

Dear Friend,—Situated as I am, poor, 
old, lame and sick or unwell, a great 
share of my time, since here, prevents me 
from knowing much about the progress 
of spirituality, save what occurs within 
my own family. Be it known to thee 
that between three and four, months since 
my wife, according to the ardent' wishes 
of my heart, became a truthful medium 
for spiritual manifestations and communi­
cations. Not after the original manner, 
by sounds or rapping, but by the- vibra­
tion of the hand and arm. Spiritual pres­
ence has often been ind cited by shocks 
that have caused a trembling of the floor, 
and the next symptom discoverable is an 
influence or vibratory power descending 
her arms, from her shoulders to her fin­
gers’ ends. Hence, the greatest intelli­
gence is manifested by answering mental 
questions by any person in the room, who 
by this mysterious agency is permitted to 
ask them. Note, in all cases we observe 
that hearty or true responses are given 
for the affirmative, by perpendicular mo­
tions, bringing the hand down firm on 
-whatever substance it rests upon; and 
the negative is designated by horizontal 
movements of the hand—also all doubtful 
things. The departure of spirits is known 
by their seizing her hand while lying in 
her lap, and carrying it spirally up to the 
extent or length of her arm, and gradual­

ly releasing the influence which she sen­
sibly feels diminishing from her shou'ders 
to her .fingers’ends. I. particularise thus 
on account of not having, witnessed the 
like in any other medium. We find it 
best to invoke no spirit whatever, but 
when any voluntarily appear, and spell 
out their names by the alphabet, or im­
press our minds with the same, we then 
attend to the calls of our spiritual friends, 
and very often to ouRConsolation, edifica­
tion, and satisfaction. We need no table 
to set by, nor yet a,circle of congenial 
friends, on these occasions. It is all the 
same with us, whether by day or night, 
providing'the mind of the medium is un­
molested and free. Such, friend Sunder­
land, is the .happy lot of purs; and I can 
assure we enjoy it with grateful hearts. 
And -b.ut for this blessed,privilege of con­
versing with our spiritual friends, .at 
pleasure,.we should be unhappy, taking 
into consideration our temporal affairs. 
This, from thine and the friend of the 
human race—an old man, who, for more 
than thirty-five years,.was a firm believer 
in the. total annihilation of .the. human in­
tellect at the dissolution of the body,, but 
now a progressionist.

John ,S._ Çlackner.

Greensôoro’, Henry Co.,Ind., ?
1ИА ЯЮ.Д8ГЛ, 1851. J ,

Esteemed LaRoy Sunderland,—We 
-shave the spiritual rappings here, no, mis-1 
- .take. They came just, about the time the, 
rappings at:.. Crawfords vilje,, Ind., said 
they, would—four months from that time.

Ten or, twelve of us formed a circle, 
and held our meetings twice a week, at 
one "another’s houses-;., and in about two, 
weeks after coimnencemer# we got.them. 
The spirits nampd seyeral other mediums, 
besides our own; and others, who had 
.never heard- the. raps, formed another 
circle, with .the. newly-named mediums, 
and they soon got them. It is,now in a 
number of families in this village, and is 
spreading out in.the country. At first 
we had to sit about an hour before we 
would get the sounds, but now .we get 
-them nearly or quite as soon as we sit 
around-the.table.

The spirits said, at the commencement, 
that they would communicate at. some 
future time, more, intelligently, and spell 
by alphabet, and make physical demon­
strations, when the medium is more de­
veloped, and we better prepared for it. I 
have heard- hundreds of questions an­
swered, mostly true, as far as we knew 
the facts. The spirits say the incorrect 
answers we got at a former sitting, were 
occasioned by lack of harmony among 
ourselves. They told us what the lack 
of harmony was, and in whom it was, that 
wè might know the better how to har­
monize ourselves. Last night, at my 
house, we had a physical demonstration. 
The dining table was moved round, back 
and forth, eight or ten times—sometimes 
twelve inches or more, and sometimes 
when nothing touched it except the me­
dium’s fingers. There are several medi­
ums pointed out in this place, who are to 
be writing mediums; one of them is not 
to be a medium for sounds, but he is .to 
be a medium for writing only. Our Mary 
Jane Rich is to be a writing medium; she

is now a medium for sounds. It is much 
satisfaction to me .to. communicate with 
my former wife .and my children and 
grand-children who are in the spiritual 
world. Seth Hinshaw.

MISCELLANEOUS.
SCIENCE, EDUCATION, HEALTH.

EARLY LOST-EARLY SAVED.
•Within her downy cradle there lay a little 

child,
And à group of hovering angels, unseen, upon 

her smiled;
When a strife arose among them—a loving, 

..holy strife—
Which should shed the richest blessings oyer 

the new-born life.

One .breathed .upon her features,.and the babe 
in beauty grew,

With a cheek like morning’s blushes, and an 
eye of azure hue ;

•Till, every one..who, saw her was, thankful for 
the sight

Of .a face so sweet and radiant with every 
fresh'delight.

.Another gave her accents, and a voice as 
musical

As a spring-bird’s joyous carol, or a rippling 
streamlet’s fall;

(Till all who heard her laughing, on her words 
of childish grace,

Loved as much to listen to her, as to look 
upon her face.

Another, brought from Heaven a pure and 
gentle mind,

And within the lovely casket the precious gem 
enshrined;

Till. all who knew her wondered that r God
. should be so good

As to bless with such a spirit a world so cold 
and rude.

Thus did she grow in beauty, in melody, and 
truth,

The budding of her childhood just blooming 
into youth ;

And to one heart yet dearer, every moment 
than,before,

She became, though we thought fondly, heart 
could hot love her more.

Then out spoke another angel—nobler, bright­
er than the rest,

As with strong arm, but tender, he caught 
her to his breast, .

“Ye have made her all too lovely for a child 
of mortal race,

But no shade of .human sorrow, shall darken 
o’er her face.

Ye have turned to gladness only, the accents 
of her tongue,

And. no wail of human anguish shall from her 
lips be wrung.

Nor shall the soul that shineth so purely from 
within

Her form of earth-born frailty, ever know a 
sense of sin.

Lulled in my faithful bosom, I will bear her 
fur away,

Where there is no sin, nor anguish, nor sor- 
,iow, nor decay;

And mine a boon mo.re glorions than all your 
gifts shall be—

Lo I I crown her happy spirit with imrnor-
■ tality! ”

Thon on his heart our darling yielded up her 
gentle breath.

For the stronger, brighter angel, who. lov.ed 
her best, was Death.

-------------------------------------------------------------
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' The following Mineral, Antique, and
I other curiosities, are for sale at this 
I office:

Ebtftian LaLhrymal. Very ancient.

CoprEÍ Ore, from Cuba.

Beautiful specimen of Agate.

Flint Rock, from Africa.

Sea Shells, taken from the “Deep
Cat,” Madison, Ind., 160 feet below the

J top of the Mountain.

Curious. Sea Shell, from Coving- 
ton, Ky.

Petrified Worm, from Mt Auburn,
I Cincinnati, Ohio.

Coral, from Mt Adams, Cincinnati, O.

Sea Shells; petrified, from the hill 
on which Cincinnati is built.

Clat Formations.

Lava, from a Volcano in the Sandwich
Islands.

Petrified Teeth, from Madison; Ind.

Foreign Coin.

Arabian Coin.

I Chinese Coin.

/ Roman Сдйь *

I Egyptian Coin. Very ancient

I Coin found where the ancient Library
I was burned in. Alexandria, Egypt.

Model English Coin.

Ancient Coin.

Idols, made of Copper, taken from 
Egyptian Mummies.

Indian Bread, made from pulverized 
roots. From South Sea Islands.

Lead Ore.

Continental Monet.

Petrified Wood.

Petkified Leaves.
1

Quartz. i

Mosaic, from Smyrna. (

Egyptian Cloth, very ancient. (

Egyptian Granite.

Pearls. 1
I 

Sea Shells» great variety, from every ] 
quarter of the globe.

The par valoe of the gold and silver t 
coins in this collection, is about $30. i

.МИЛТ.
1 Heat is the prime agent employed by 

the Almighty Creator to call vegetable 
life into existence, to develops vegetable 
form, to effect all vegetable changes, and 
to ripen all .vegetable produce. All these 
effects are performed most efficiently in 
the case of every''plant, nt some different 
temperature or degree of heat; and he 
who ascertains most correctly those heats, 
has taken a gigantic step towards excel­
lence as a gardener. An uncongenial 
heat is as pernicious to vegetables as to

1 animals. Every plant has a particular 
г temperature, without which its functions 

cease; but the majority of them luxuriate 
most in a climate of which the extreme 
temperature does not much exceed 32° 
and 90°. No sued will vegetate—no sap 
will circulate—at a temperature at or be­
low the freezing point of water. No cul­
tivation will render plants, natives of the 
torrid zone, capable of bearing the rigors 
of our. winters, although their offspring, 
raised from seed» may be rendered much 
more hardy than their parents. Others 
are capable1 of resisting the greatest 
known cold to; which they can be ex­
posed ; yet all have degrees of tempera­
ture most congenial to them, and if sub­
jected to lower temperatures, are lessor 
more injured, proportionately- to the in­
tensity of that-reduction. If the reduc­
tion of temperature be only slightly below 
thatrwhich is -congenial, it only causes 
the growth-of the plant to diminish and its 
color to become more pale ; this effect 
being now-produced by the plant’s torpid­
ity, Or want of excitement to perform the 
requisite elaboration of- the sap, as it is 
by pyqf-exçitement wheiv made to vege- 
tate in a temperature which is too ele­
vated.

If blossoms are; produced at all, they 
are-unfertile, and the. entire aspect of tlie 
plant betrays; that its Secretions are not 
healthy, and its functions are deadened. 
Mr. Knight says» “that melon and cu­
cumber-plants» if grown in a temperature 
too low, produce an excess of female 
blossoms; but if tire temperature be too 
high» blossoms of the-opposite sex are by 
far too profuse.” The drier the air the 
greater is the amount of moisture trans­
pired ; and this becomes so excessive, if 
it be also promoted by a high tempera­
ture, that plants in hot-houses, where it 
has occurred often, dry up as if burned; 
The justly lamented Mr. Daniell has well 
illustrated this by showing kthat if the 
temperature of a hot-house be raised only 
five degrees, viz. from 75® to 80°, whilst 
the air within it retains the same degree 
óf moisture, a plant that in the lower 
temperature exhaled fifty seven grains of 
moisture, would in the higher-temperature 
exhale one hundred and twenty grains in 
the same space óf time.

Plants, however, like animals; can bear 
a higher temperature in dry air than they 
can in air charged with vapor. Animals 
are scalded in the latter if the tempera­
ture is very elevated, and plants die un­
der similar circumstances, as if boiled. 
MM. Edwards and Colin found kidney 
beans sustained no injury, when the air 
was dry, at a temperature of 167°; but 
they died in a few minutes if the air was 
moist. Other plants, under similar cir-

dunwtaticee, would perish probably at a 
much lower temperature; and the fact 
affords a warning to the gardener to have 
the atmosphere in his stoves very dry 
whenever he wishes to elevate their tem­
perature for the destraction of insects or 
other pin poses.

Some plants,- like some animals, are 
able to endure a very high degree of 
temperature. Sir Joseph Banks and oth­
ers have breathed for many minutes in 
an atmosphere hot enough to cook eggs; 
and I have myself travelled in Bengal 
breathing air, without inconvenience, 
which rendered the silver-mountings of 
my green spectacles too hot to be borne 
without their occasional removal.

So do certain plants flourish in hot- 
water springs of which the temperature 
varies between the scalding heats of from 
150° to 180° of Fahrenheit’s thermome­
ter; and others have been found growing 
freely on the edges of volcanoes, in an 
atmosphere heated above the boiling 
point of water. Indeed, it is quite certain 
that most plants will better bear, for a 
short time» an elevated temperature which, 
if long continued, would destroy them, 
than they can a low temperature. Thus 
a temperature much above the freezing 
point of water, to orchidaceous and other I 
tropical plants, is generally fatal if en­
dured by them for only a few minutes; 
whereas a considerable elevation above 
a salutary temperature is rarely injurious 
to plants. But this is not universally the 
case; for the elegant Primula marginata 
is so impatient of heat that, although just 
about to bloom, it never opens a bud if 
brought into a room in which there is a 
fire.
' The temperature shonid «i—gw be- re- 

gulated in our hot-houses with a due re­
gard to the light. At night it should be 
so low as to put the circulation of the sap 
into a comparative state of rest; and in 
dull days! the temperature should be full 
10° lower than in those of bright sun­
shine.—Working Fenner.

The sources of heat are not so well 
understood as its effects. Chemical 
changes are continually going on, both in 
plants and soils, and but few of these can 
occur without rendering latent heat, pres­
ent or sensible heat. Most substances con­
tain heat which is latent, and which may 
be rendered present or sensible heat, by 
lessening their bulk.

Thus sulphuric acid may seem cold to 
the touch, but; if one gallon of this aoid 
be mixed with one gallon of water, the 
one will be partly absorbed by the other, 
and although the result will equal the 
weight of Doth; the bulk will be much 
less; while the latent heat belonging to 
the missing part of the bulk, will be pres­
ent heat to the mass, and thus the mixture 
will be nearly as hot as boiling water.

Such liberations of heat must take 
place, whenever two substances combine, 
which occupy less space after their com­
bination, than when separate; and such 
combinations are continually going on, 
both in the soil and in plants.—Journal 
о/ Agriculture,

The sun-flower not unfroquently lheas- 
• urea fifty inches in circumference.
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Vegetable Eaters.—We have never 
yet met a single Grahamite or vegetarian 
who was a hale, hearty pereon.—Pitts­
burg Saturday Visitor.

Mrs. Swisshelm has evidently never 
seen “all the world and the rest of man­
kind.” She has never seen the brawny 
arms of the Highland Scotchmen who 
never taste meat more than twice a year, 
and that on “holidays”—their chief living 
being “brose,” composed of oat nral 
mixed with water; and a more manly, 
hardy race never piessed feet upon the 
soil. One of them said to ns, once, “We 
ne’er ate meat until we came to America, 
and I can safely say w'e ha’ ne’er been so 
wcel for’t.” About a year since we saw 
a family consisting of a father, children, 
and grand-children. The father had not 
tasted food for forty years, and the child­
ren and grand-children had never eaten 
it, and a finer looking group the State of 
Pennsylvania (they were from that State,) 
cannot show. Some hundred of others 
are known to us who have ceased making 
walking sepulchres of themselves for ten, 
fifteen, and from that to fifty years, and 
they are of the most healthy and intelli­
gent of the world’s inhabitants. We 
should not refuse to' exhibit our health, 
strength, and powers of endurance with 
any grease, gravy, beef, pork, or other 
carcass devout er that Mis. Swisshelm 
may bring along, of equal size and simi­
lar vocaation, although we have discarded 
the use of such things, with tea and cof­
fee, for the last eleven or twelve years.— 
Providence Mirror.

This Mrs. Swisshelm is probably a de­
scendant of old Esau, whose “hand” was 
said to be “against every man, and*every  
man’s hand against him.” A phrenolo­
gist examined her head, a few years 
since, and not giving her quite as much 
intellect as she thought she possessed, 
she expressed great dissatisfaction—of 

course.

Evading the Death Penalty.— 
An apparatus to prevent death by 
hanging is said to have been used at 
Armagh, in Ireland, in 1764. 'Thomas 
O’Neale, who was capitally convicted 
of stealing a mare, was ordered for 
execution. The sheriff, accordingly 
attended with a proper guard, saw him 
to the place of execution, and after 
some time spent in prayer he was turn­
ed off. Having hung about half an 
hour he was seen by the sheriff to move 
his neck as though he wanted to ease 
himself. On that the sheriff immedi­
ately ordered the executioner to strip 
his coat and waistcoat off. Nothing 
appearing, he ordered him to strip oft 
his*  shirt, which the executioner seemed 
very reluctant to do, saying that strip­
ping him would be indecent, and that 
his time of hanging had nearly expired. 
The sheriff insisted that it should be 
done; but the executioner was very 
dilatory in doing it, in hopes that the 
hour would expire. When he had 
stripped off the shirt there was discov­
ered a collar of iron about his neck, 
which was fastened to two straps that 

I went under his arms, which two were 
fastened to four others that went round 
his body; there were likewise fastened 
two that went to the bottom of the feet, 
and underneath these were two plates 
of iron nearly as large as his feet; and 
there went up each thigh another strap 
which met and went round his waist. 
On the sheriff seeing this, he immedi­
ately ordered lhe straps to be cut, and 
stayed with him full 'tour hours and a 
half, and commanded the guard to at­
tend all night. The next evening he 
was cut down, and instantly buried.

The Quince.—Of this fruit there was 
never, perhaps, a larger quantity raised in 
New England, than the present season. 
Every bush appears to have been laden. 
Whether this abundance of Quince is to 
be attributed to its productiveness this 
year, or to the increased number of bushes 
now in bearing, or to both of these causes 
united, it may be difficult - to say. But 
one thing is evident, that as the demand 
for the quince is, and must be, a limited 
demand, the supply cannot be increased 
to any great extent, to pay for its produc­
tion. The price is already far lower than 
usual—at least one-third less, on an av­
erage, than heretofore. We say, there­
fore, that its cultivation, unless a foreign 
market should be opened for it, cannot 
well be increased to a profit, and that the 
same reasons cannot be urged for its in­
crease d cultivation, as for that of other 
fruits. A half-bushel of quinces is about 
all that most families want — and that 
only for preserving. But of apples—es­
pecially winter apples-:—the demand is, 
and- is-likely to be, fully equal to the sup- 
p y. The same space <>f ground occupied 
by quince bushes, can, we think, be more 
profitably filled by the Baldwin or other 
popular winter apple -trees. Let our cul­
tivators, and especially our farmers, be 
cautious and not enter largely on the 
orchard culture of the quince, but confine 
themselves to just enough to help sell 
their other fruits ?—Journal of Agricul­
ture.

Love-sick Nightingale. — Newly 
caught nightingales are what the bird­
dealers call “ rank.” That is, they are 
full of snatches of rapturous song, and 
eager to join their mates directly on their 
arrival. There is no difficulty in ascer- 
aining this latter. The voice of the lover 
while paying adoration to his “ soul’s 
idol” is heard both far and near. It 
breaks out in transports of unrestrained 
melody and innocent playful joy. Then 
do they at once commence the arduous 
duties inseparable from a wedded life. 
The females build, lay, and go to nest 
almost immediately. Hence the males, 
when caged, sing—not to please them­
selves, nor their new masters: no—every 
note, every inspiration they draw, are all 
intended for the ear of their betrothed— 
their first their only love. Constancy 
such as this is rarely known. Indeed, 
full many of these lovely warblers fall 
lifeless from their perches soon after 
they have been caught. They sing their 
own “ death song,” in hope that its ex­
piring melody may reach the ears of 

those they so idolize, and from whom they 
have been so remorselessly torn. Vain 
hope, truly!—РРШмт Kidd, tn the “Gar*  
dener's Chronicled

Large Map.—A map of France is 
now being engraved under the superin­
tendence of some of the officers of the 
French army, which will be "composed, 
when finished, of 268 sheets; 149 of 
them are already finished. It is estimated 
that the necessary surveys yet to be made 
will requite a period of five years, and 
the engraving nine years. The work was 
commenced in the year 1817, and the 
cost is calculated at 10,196,180 francs. 
The number of officers engaged upon it 
altogether, up to the present day, amounts 
to 2,249.

Newspapers in California.—There 
are wenty-one newspapers published in 
California—one religious, eight political, 
arid twelve neutral, ór nominally such.

T
O REFORMERS.—The attention of all 
persons, men and especially intelligent 

women interested in the elevation of their sex 
—is challenged to the examination of the new 
principles of the Science of Society, as devel­
oped in the following works :

Equitable Commerce: 'A New Development 
of Principles for the Harmonious Adjustment 
and’ Regulation of the Pecuniary, Intellect­
ual, and Moral Intercourse of Mankind, pro­
posed as Elements of New Society. By Jo­
siah Warren. 63 pages 8vo. Price 25 cents.

The Science of Society, No. 1.—The True 
Constitution of Government in the Sovereign­
ty of the Individual, as the Final Develop­
ment of Protestantism, Democracy,.and So­
cialism. By Stephen-РеагГ Andrews. 70 
pages, 12mo. Price, 20 Cerifs".’

The Science of Society, No. 2.—Cost, the 
Limit of Price. A Scientific Measure of Hon­
esty in Trade, as. one of the Fundamental 
Principles in the Solution of the Social Pro­
blem. By Stephen Pearl Andrews. 214 
pages. Price 50 cents.

The above works contain the announcement 
and exposition of certain new, simple, and 
fundamental principles of Society, which are 
inclusive of all the improvements of social 
condition which are aimed at by Land Re­
formers, the advocates of Women’s Rights, 
Anti-Slavery men, Anti-Renters. Currency 
and Finance Reformers, Industrial Reform­
ers, and Socialists—but without Communism, 
Association, or any arrangement infringing 
upon the freedom of the Individual, or the 
separate ownership and administration of 
property.

Published and for sale by' WILLIAM J. 
BANER, No. 201 William street, New York: 
by BELÁ MARSH, No. 25 Cornhill; and.at 
No. 28 Eliot street, Boston.

BOOK OF HEALTH: With Practical
Remarks on- Diet, Bathing, Clothing, 

Air, Sight, Sleep, Exercise, the Influence of 
different Occupations on Health; Infanov, 
Parentage, Ola Age, Causes of Ill Health, 
Evils of Drugging, the Water Cure, &o. &c. 
By La -Roy Sunderland. For sale at this 
Office, and. by B. MARSH, 25 Cornhill. Also 
by FOWLER & WELLS, New York. 12| 
cents single; 62£ cents per dozen. tf

PATHETISM: Man, considered in respect 
to his Form, Life, Spirit. An Essay to­

ward a correct Theory of the Mind, with Di­
rections for Demonstrating its Truthfulness. 
By La Roy Sunderland. 2o cents single; N10 
per hundred. For sale at this office, and by 
BELA MARSH, 25 Cornhill, Boston. Also 
by FOWLER & WEL LS, 131 Nassau street 
New York.
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