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THE FOURTH GOSPEL.
toww/or

(| Na».

J. If the first three Gospels, or Sy-
noptics, as they are called, are to be
regarded as veracious in their narra-
tives of the life of Jesus, then it is an

argument against the genunineness of

the fourth Gospel, that its autho
I makes Jesus perform his first miracle,
within three daks after, the Baptism ;
thus ueiiher a.lluiling to the temptation,!
nor alltjptime for it.

2. Again, on the supposition of the
veracity of the SyriopticsVit-is an argu-
ment against the/genuineness of the
fourth Gospel. where its author de-
clares that the Baptist continued to
baptise for some time after-Jesus had

entered on bis public ministry, whereas |

| the Synoptics relate that John’s arrest
| had taken place before Jesus, began to
preach.

3. Oh the same supposition, the
fourth Gospel is rendered suspicious by
declaring that Jesus’s disciple baptised

I from the very beginning, of his minis-

' try, whereas the Synoptics speak of the
command to baptise as having been
given by Jesus as he was about to leave
the world.

4. -On the same supposition, it is an
argument against the genuineness of
that GospeJ, that Jesus reveals his
Messiahsnip from the outset of his
ministry; whereas the Synoptics rep-
resent him as steadily disclaiming the
title of “Christ,” until his journey to
Ctesarea Phillippi, a short time before
his public eutry into Jerusalem.

5. Itrenders the fourth Gospel sus-
picious that it represents the cardinal
topic of Jesus’s preaching to have been
wenecessity offaith in himselfj where-

asthe Synoptics represent it to have
been ““the kingdom of Heaven at
baud,” andthe necessity ofrepentance.

6. It makes against the fourth Gos-
pel that the Synoptics make Jesus teach
that the spirit is a free gift to all who
call upon God for it; whereas, accord-

t/ie Gospel attributed to
Johnas not the real work of a companion of
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ing to the Fourth Gpspel, the spirit
could noOojne, or be given, till after

the Asceiteion, and then is specially
promised to his disciples.

7. It is against the fourth Gospel
that it makes Jesus take three several
journeys to Jj,eaisaleit& after the coin-
rnencement of his ministry, when the
Synoptics,know of none till he majtes
his public; entry into Jerusalem.

8., It is against the fourth Gospel
that the Synoptics make Jesus dis-
course in parables inpinly, and cure
u&moniaes, while taspel has not
J#KJjAjb cure?pfdemoniacs, nor a single

A.dine parable. The, similes of the
. and shepherd arem.ot parables.

I, 9] It is against the fourth Gospel
;Jw>t, while the Synoptics related the
fitjraffla of th&wjthfti'ing o.f the lig tree,
they should afljhay”~kpverlooked the,
miracle of the raising of Lazarus; es-
pecially as tlie ttvEevenra> are, said to.
have occurred iff the immediate vicini-
ty of Bethany, and within seven days
of the public entry. *

10. It is against the fourth Gospel
that Luke should say nothing of Mary
and Martha having a brother Lazarus,
and that the ““certain town” in which
Luke assigns the.residence of the two
sisters, could not have been Bethany.
\11. It is against the fourth Gospel
that the first disciples, according to it,
are\chosen the rfext day after the bap-
tism of Jesus, and at.the recommenda-
tion of the Baptist, who is standing by;
while, according to the Synoptics, the
first disciples are chosen at least forty
days after the baptism of Jésus, when
the Baptist is in prison.

12. 1t is against the fourth Gospel
that it makes the main theatre of Je-
sus’s mission to have been in Judea,
while in the Synoptics it is Galilee.

13. It is against the fourth Gospel
that it makes the Samaritans call Jesus
““the Savior of the world,” when that
was a discovery which Peter did not
make till some years after the Cruci-
fixion.

14. It is against the fourth Gospel
that it knows nothing of Jesus’s agony
in the garden, and makes ““the beloved
disciple” stand by the cross and con-
verse with his Master,, when, Record-
ing to the Synoptics, the disciples

“stood afar off.”

p

nos. 17-18.

15. It is against the fourth Gospel
that it makes Jesus enjoin Upon the
disciples to pray in his name, when the
Synoptics give us no precept of the
kind, but represent Jesus as giving the
so-called ““Lord’s Prayer,” in which no
reference is made to his name.

16. It is against the fourth Gospel
that the Synoptics never, except in a
single instance, represent Jesus as styl-
ing himself ““the Son of God,” while
that Gospel not.only makes his claim
Sonship, but something more.

.17. In the fourth Gospel, Jesus
distinctly asserts his pre-existence, a
declaration utterly foreign to the spirit
of Jesus’s sayings in the Synoptics.

18. It is a suspicious circumstance
in the fourth Gospel, that Jesus ad-
dresses his disciples as if they were
not Jew&."jMbthey. iremade to address
him'as if.he were nota Jew.—.{Chaps,
xiii. 33, and xi, 8.J 'YVhat-should. we
think.' of the claims of ~n authdr pre-
tending. to be' an American, who should,
make Washington say to his soldiers,
“Do.".not go toward New York—the
Americans will be itpoti you?”

19. It is against the genuineness of
the fourth Gospel, that in the long
prayer put in the mouth of Jesus,
(chap, xvii,) he should be made to
forget himself and the circumstances
surrounding him, so fur as (y. 11,12,)
to speak as if lie were no longer in this
vtorkl.

20. It is extremely against the gen-,
uineness of this Gospel, that Jesus, in
discoursing with Jews so stupid as to
1 be unable to understand the divinity of
a miracle wrought before their very
senses, should enlarge upon the neces-
sity of eating, his flesh and drinking his
blood, thus ‘figuratively alluding to the
Lord’s Supperas an institution already
well known, long before it was first
celebrated,—[Chap. vi,J

21. It is uot very favorable to the
genuineness of this Gospel, that Nico-
demus, ““a master in Israel,” should
have been ignorant of the meaning of
the term, “bewuu born again,” even as
applied to proselytes from Geutilism;
the phrase ‘“new birth,” was a com-
mon-place expression to the Jews.

22. It is against this Gospel, that
Jesus is made to say to his disciples, a
short time befor his crucifixion, that
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it was expedient that he should go
away, otherwise the Comforter would
not come to them; that if he departed
he would send the Comforter to them,

(chap. xvi. 7;) that after a little while
they should not see him, and a little
while and .they should see him, because
he was going to the Father, (chap. xvi.
16, 17;) and then, after his crucifixion,
is made to come in person and breathe
the Holy Spirit (chap. xx. 22,) Upon
his disciples!

23. It is very singular that if the
author of this Gospel were a compan-
ion of Jesus, and a Jew, he should
mistranslate the word StVoam, as mean-
ing senl.—(Chap. ix. 7.)

24. It is very singular that Lazarus
should not only be raised from the dead
by the will of the Messiah, but should
be lifted forth from the cave in which
he was buried, being “bound hands
andfeet,” (as it is in the original. See
chap. xi. 38, 44.)

25. It is very singular that the Sy-
noptics should put the 'Lord’s Supper
and the general Passover supper, as
both occurring on Thursday evening,
and the Crucifixion on Friday, while
this Gospel puts the general Passover
supper and Crucifixion together on
Friday, and the Lord’s Supper on
Thursday alone.

26. It is very singular that very
many expressions were common and
peculiar to the author of this Gospel
(see the Letters,) to his ideal Baptist
and his ideal Jews.

27. It is very singular that Jesus
should preach faith in Christy like a
bishop of the second century', or a
modern divine/at' the very' beginning
of his ministry,, as this Gospel repre-
sents, and that the Synoptics should
never have found it out.

28. It is singular that the phrase
““kingdom ofheaven,’”does not occur in
the Gospel, and the phrase, “kingdom
of God,” only in the conversation with
Nicodemus; and that while the Synop-
tics speak of a ‘““kingdom” to come,
outwardly and suddenly, as well as
inwardly, that this author should never
have heard of any other than the zn-
ward one; and should not have given
one single injunction “‘to watch and
pray,” “for the Son of Man cometh.”

29. It is singular that Justin Mar-
tyr, who lived, for a time, at Ephesus,
and wrote between the years A. D. 130
and A. D. 150, should not have given
one indisputable citation from this
Gospel, when he does from the others,
and that, too, when he wrote quite a
treatise on the Logos, or Word,

30. It is singular that no distinct
and unequivocal quotation from this
Gospel, made earlier than A. D. 168,
should have come down to us.

31. It is very singular that Jesus
should call himself by the common ap-
pellation, “Jesus Christ,””—a name
which it would be natural for a disciple
alone to use.—(Chap. xvii. S.)

For these and many more reasons
that might be alleged, after several
years’ study of this Gospel, | have
come to the conclusion that it is a di-
dactic romance, designed to inculcate
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the necessity of faith-in-Christ, making
Jesus and the Jerusalem Jews the main
actors in the struggle between Belief
and Unbelief; nhd that it was written
probably by John the Presbyter, at
Ephesus, about A. D. 140, and after
passing current in that Church for some
time, as a AoZy book, came to be con-
sidered msjotred, and from the hand of
John the Apostle; a glorification which
it received through the conjoint opera-
tion piousfrauds, the mystical char-
acter of its contents, and the ambiguous
assertions of the author in respect to
himself. D, L.

Oxford, Ohio, Sept. 16, 1851.

[Original.]

DO SPIRITS KNOW OUR THOUGHTS ?

Swedenborg says—*‘l imagined, like
other people, before | was instructed
by living experiences, that it was ab-
solutely- impossible for any spirit to
know what was in my memory and in
my thought, these things being solely
with myself, and concealed: but I can
assert that spirits, who are with man,
know and observe the minutest partic-
ulars of his memory and. thoughts, and
this more clearly than man himself does;
and that angels know and observe the
very ends, how they bend themselves
from good to evil, and from evil to good,
and many more things than man knows,
as those things which he has immersed
in delights, and thereby as it were in
nature, and natural propensities; when

this is done, they no longer appear,
because he no longer reflects upon
them. Let no man, therefore, any

longer believe, that his thoughts are
concealed, and thathe must not give an
account of his thoughts, and of his ac-
tions according to the quantity and
quality of the thoughts which were in
them; for actions have their quality
from the thoughts, and thoughts have
their quality from the ends.”—J1. C.
2488.

“How difficult it is for man to be-
lieve that spirits know his thoughts,
might be manifest to me from this.
Before | discoursed with spirits, it hap-
pened that a certain spirit accosted me
in a few words concerning the subject
of my thoughts: | was amazed hereat,
that a spirit should know what | was
thinking about, because | supposed that
such things were deeply concealed, and
known to God alone. Afterwards,
when | began to speak with spirits, |
was indignant that | could not think
anything but what they knew, and be-
cause this might be troublesome to me;
but afterwards, by some days’ habit, it
became familiar to me, At length it
was also known, that spirits not only
apperceive all things of man’s thought
and will, but even many more things
than the man himself; and that the
angels apperceive still more, namely,
intentions and ends, from the first
through the middle to the last. And
that the Lord knows not only the qual-
ity of the whole man, but also what his
quality will be to eternity. Hence it
may be munifest, that nothing at all is
hidden, but what man inwardly thinks
and devises is open to view in the

other lifer as in clear day.”__ /1. 0.

62 M.

From the above extracts it- is certain-
ly Very clearly inserted that both spirits
and angels know our thoughts, more
clearly than we ourselves do. For the
above remarks are not confined to Swe-
denborg’s experience alone, but to men
in general.

Take, now, another quotation.—
“The angel? of heaven, and also the
spirits under the heavens, know nothing
of man, as neither does man know any
thing of them, because the state of
spirits and angels is spiritual, and the
state of men is natural, which two
states are connected solely by corres-
pondences, and connection by corres-
pondences does indeed cause them to
be united in affections, but not in the
thoughts, wherefore one does not know
anything of the other, that is, man does

not know anything of the spirits with
whom he is united as to his affections,

nor spirits of man, for thatwhich is not
in the thought,but only in the affec-
tion, is not known, because it does not
appear or is not seen. The Lord alone
knows the thoughts of men.”—/1. E.
1346. (And the same, /1. R. 943))

Here it is as plainly asserted that
spirits and angels do not know our
thoughts, as in the former cases that
they da. Is here a contradiction, or
did Swedenborg mean something con-
sistent? The language is certainly con-
tradictory; to wit:—spirits and angels
know the thoughts of men better than
men themselves do; spirits and angels
know nothing of the inen with whom.
they are united, they are not united as
to thought,'the Lord alone knows the
thoughts of men.’

| cannot by any means reconcile the
above contradictory statements, but can
only make an attempt at it, not at all
satisfactory. Thus, although Sweden-
borg asserts that spirits anil angels do
know our thoughts, yet he also says, in
other places, that spirits do not know
that they are with man.

““The spirits which are with man, do
not know that they are with man; only
angels from the Lord know this, for
they are adjoined to his soul or spirit,
but not to his body; for those things
which from the thoughts are deter-
mined into speech, and from the will
into the acts in the body, flow ordi-
nately into act by common influx, ac-
cording to correspondences with the
Grand Man; wherefore the spirits at-
tendant upon man have nothing in
common with these things; thus they
do not speak by man’s tongue, for this
would be obsession, neither do they see
through his eyes what is in the world,
nor hear through his ears what is pass-
ing there. It is otherwise with me, for
the Lord has opened my interiors that
1 might be able to see the things which
are in the other life;, hence spirits have
known that | was a man in the body,
and the faculty was given them of see-
ing through my eyes the things in the
world, and of hearing those speak, who
were in company with me.”—®b. (7.

5862. . ,
““The spirits do not know at all that
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I (b»v»rowith man, hut when they are
with him, they believe that all things
| nhich fe °f I'ie nian’s memory and
| (bought ate theirs. The greatest rare
I is token by the Lord that spirits may
I not know that they «re with man; for
ifthey knew it, they would speak with
him, and then evil spirits would de
stroy him.  The case is otherwise
| «hen they do not speak with man:
| then they do not know that what they
. think,and also what they speak among
themselves, is from him; lor nmomr
| themselves also they speak from man;
but they believe that what they think
«wi speak is their own, and every one
' esteemsand loves his own; thus spirits
| qre constrained to love and esteem
man,although they do not know it.”—

“From much; experience it has been

i given ine to know, that whatsoever
. thing spirits think and speak from
, mauls memory, they suppose to be their
I ownand in themselves” if they are told
| that it is not so, they are exceedingly
. indignant; such is the fallacy of sense

which prevails with them.””--A. C. 5853.

"The spirits which have intercourse
with man, enter into all his memory,
" and into all the sciences of memory
which man possesses; thus they put on
| all things which are man’s, insomuch
thatthey know not otherwise than that
' those things are theirs; - spirits have
| this prerogative above man. Hence it
is,that all things which man thinks,
they think, and that all things which
man wills, they will; for they act as
I ooebycotqunctHM); yet itds supposed
| byhboLh, that such'things are in them-
selves; sospirits suppose, and.so men,

I but this is a fallacy.”—A. C. 5853.

“It has been shown me to the life, in
what manner spirits flow in with man;
when they come to him, they put on all
things of his memory, thus all things
whichthe man has learned and imbibed
from infancy, and the spirits suppose
these things to be their own, thus they

| act as it were the~part of man with a
i man; but it is not allowed them to en-
let further with man, than to his inte-
| riots which are of the thought and will,
| not to the exteriors which are of the
| actions and speech; for these latter
filings come into act by a general influx
| from the Lord without the mediation
| of particular spirits and angels. But
| spirits, although they act the part of
| into with a man, as to those things
i which are of his thought and will, still
; however they do not know that they
are with man, by reason that they pos-
sessall things of his memory, and be-
lieve that those things are not another’s
but their own; and by reason also, lest
they should hurt man; for unless the
spirits ivho are with man from hell be-
lieved those things to be their own,
they would attempt by every method to
destroy man as to the body and as to
thesod, for this is infernal delight it-
=="-J1/ C, 6192.

"And whereas they knew that | was
aman in the body, therefore they were
ill the continual effort to destroy me,
hit 1 have been continually protected
1 the Lord?’—J1. C. 5863.

The tibnvtf quotation» e.UprPm very
fully, Swedenboro’s ideas upon the
subject. Buhlo they reenneibj bis very
appip'ent 1 Colltradiciton in respect to
spirits and Angels knowing and not
knowing 010’ thoughts? |t secins not.
For, suppose: we say that the spirits
know our thoughts, but y(it ihinic ||,nt
they are theh/'own. This In the only
Way in which any approach cun be
mtulejo a solution of the difficulty, but
then it must be remembered that Swe-
denborg says that angels know that,
they are' with man. “Fht spirits
which are with man do not know that
they are with man; only angels from
the Lord know Mis.” And yet he
Sajis, ““the angels of heaven, and nlso
thé spirits -under the heavens, know
nothing of; man—they are not united in
thoughts—the Lord alone knows the
thoughts ofmen.”

What can;.this mean? If angels
know that they are with man, why is it
said that they know nothing of man?
Swedenborg giyes as a reason why the
.spirits sought t6 destroy him, because
'they khew that-he was a man in the
body. Hia~case was an exception.
But it seems;; ang'fifs know this of men
in general. Must they not, then,
know our thoughts as they knew his
thoughts? And-he says himself, that
they do, evén td the “minutest particu-

lars.” Why then docs he say that they
do not? .
_Can it péssible that spirits, al-

though' they know our thoughts, yet
think that they are their own, and so
can be sgjd noTYO”kiteny. theg” asxours?
Is this wbat Swedenborg, means? But
this will not ansWer for the angels, for
““angel's know, that;the” are with man.”
Can7)it. be possible that angels know
that they are with mail, and know his
thoughts, and yet think that they are
their own, and so be said not to know
them as man’s? To this conclusion
must we come at last, if Swedenborg’s
consistency is to be maintained at all
hazards. It must be said simply, that
spirits knpw our thoughts, even to the
minutest particulars, yet do not know
that they are with 'man, but think that
they are with some.other spirits, and
angels know much more, even ends and
intentions, from the first through the
middle to the last, much more perfectly
than man himself knows, and know
that they are with man, and yet do
not know man’s ‘thoughts as man’s
thoughts, for the Lord alone knows
that!

I confess, this exceeds my faith,—
Much of the “‘rapping” phenomena is
against such a conclusion, and so is
every conclusion of reason. In the first
place, it cannot properly be said that
spirits or angels do know our thoughts,
ir they only think they are their own.
Suppose | am unconsciously in posses-
sion of the thoughts of my next door
neighbor. Yet if | do not know that
they are his thoughts, | cannot be said
very properly to know his thoughts.
This, however, will do for the case, not
the knowledge, of many of the spirits;
even the rapping phenomena confirm
this to a degree; there seems ruq

Q
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more of sympathy than anything else;
but will it do for all? Must not my
guardian angel know my thoughts, and
know (hat they are my thoughts, and
not Ids; else how could he intelligently
direct HI©O? And do not these “‘rap-
ping” spirits, notwithstanding all their
blundering, frequently answer bur ques-
tions tell us our greatest secret, ask
questions of their own, give directions,
bill us good bye, tell us to come again,
&c. fee,, all with as much understand-
ing simplicity as the most intelligent
conversation? Is it possible that the
spirits and angels are all such perfectly
agglomerated, fused minds with ours,
as that they do not know our thoughts
from their own? This may do for
some spirits, but not for all. It is my
opinion that our good angels not only
know that they are with us, but that
they know well that their thoughts are
not ours, or ours theirs; and that they
watch over, direct and impress us,
knowing well that they are not direct-
ing themselves, which would be the
case on the supposition of Sweden-
borg’s assertion, but that they are di-
recting us, and serving us, all under
the Lord’s superior knowledge and
government, but intelligently, “as of
themselves.” But what, then, shall
become of Swedenborg’s consistency?
Will some New Churchman answer?
W. M. F.

Cambridge, Mass., Sept. 24,1851.

[Original.]
4 MEDIUMS.

How often do we hear the question
reiterated, ““Why are mediums, neces-
sary in order to hold intercourse with
our spirit friends?” And this, too, by
Christians! by the Church, whose en-
tire system, from beginning to end, is
based on the principle of a Mediator,
or medium; Even the great infinite God
himself is not allowed by these con-
sistent reasoners to perform that which
he is every way able and very desirous,
of. doing, without a medium, and that
‘'medium must he the murder of an in-
nocent being! They forbid us to utter
even the most simple prayer to the
Deity, except through a medium. No
individual can be adopted into the fam-
ily of God, except through more than
one medium, and so on. Trace their
system through, from the scapegoat of
Moses to the crucifixion of Christ, and
what do we see but a grand system of
media? But no sooqger does a memher
of the new dispensation speak of com-
muning with spirit friends, than the
comprehension of these consistent souls
becomes exceedingly dull, and almost
with one accord they cry out, “Why is
a medium necessary? ” They cannot
put forth a simple petition without
using the name of a medium; hut toe
must talk to spirits as a man talketh
with a friend, without media of any
kind! Thoy would have heaven and
earth rust, and mingle into one, and no
medium! What profound logicians!
What consistent jewels |
Talk of the church getting in her
dotage! Their reasoning on this point
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shows a second childhood. In the lan-
guage of their grand Medium, one
might with candor say to them, “Thou
hypocrite, first cast the beam out of
thine own eye.” First repudiate the
media doctrine in your own system,
where only the merest trifles are in
question, and then you may talk, with
some show of candor, of our rejecting
media in relation to the most important
question that has ever agitated .the
world, THE MEETING OF THE SPHERES.

John Hardy.
Boston, Sept. 22, 1851.

HEAR BOTH SIDES.

It is due to the cause of truth that
the whole story in regard to “‘spiritual
manifestations” should be candidly
told. Hence we find a place for the
following article from the A. S. Bugle,
published at Salem, Ohio:

Mr. Editor,—I would not think of
troubling you with this epistle, were it
not that | have been requested to pre-
sent in your columns my experience in
relation to the spiritual rappings.

1 would first premise that the mani-
festations | witnessed were conducted
under the auspices of Father Abraham.
The circle over which he presides has
recently been established, and is not a
very great distance from Auburn, N.
Y., where Paul is the great expounder,
and where is published the paper which
is edited by the prophets and apostles,
and solely devoted to the promulgation
of their present views. Paul and Abra-
ham are often both present at the circle
where | attended,” and were so on the
evening | was there, so that if the re-
sponses were less satisfactory than
might be, it was because the powers
that be did not choose to have them
otherwise.

The rappings were confined to one
place—to the floor in the neighborhood
of the medium, | asked Abraham if
he could rap where he pleased—if he
could rap where | mentally requested
him. He said he could, but that he
would not. The4dplace | mentally se-
lected would have been a difficult one
for any but a spirit to have reached,
but I was obliged to content myself

with the raps as they were. | asked
after the spirit of a deceased friend, so
describing her, that though Abraham
would know who | meant, no embodied
spirit then present could. W.ishing to
have a response that would indicate
more intelligence in regard to her than
was possessed by those around me, |
asked him to spell her name by alpha-
bet, which he would not do, nor would
he consent to give an affirmative re-
sponse to her name if | should cull it
over together with several others, and
the reason assigned was that it already
existed in my own mind5 which, how-
ever satisfactory it might be to those
of the household of faith, was not
equally so 10 the skeptical. When |
queried if the spirit of my brother was
present, | obtained an affirmative re-
sponse, which was immediately fol-
lowed by an alphabetical communica-

tion of “ 1 WATCH OVER YOU EVERY
day.” He said he was acquainted in
the body with two persons who wero
present, but would not tell who beside
myself. Said he could tell how many
persons were in the room, oixl would
do so. There were some thirty—more
or less—present; the raps that followed
numbered sixteen, and then stopped.
The stop was a full one, and it was not
until some one exclaimed, ‘There are
more than that,” that they were re-
sumed, but in so confused and rapid a
manner it was impossible to number
them; and though he was requested to
repeat them, he refused to do so, and
assigned as a reason for the pause after
the sixteenth, that he stopped to count
those persons who were crowded to-
gether; so this test, partial as it was,
could not be obtained. My brother re-
fused to tell how many years had
elapsed since he left the body, or at
what age he died. Tne question in
regard to his age was then asked of me
by some one present, but | did not then
give it. He said he had grown in in-
tellect since entering the spirit,land—
had changed his religious views. My
religious views he says are .not correct,
nor were my father’s, though his were
nearer right than mine. His views of
the Atonement have changed since he
left the body, and he is certain those he
now holds are correct. Christ did not.
die as other martyrs in the cause of
truth have died—he died and suffered
for others, who ought to have suffered
for their own transgressions. After
some further conversation, in which |
vainly tried téu introduce a test, he
spelled by alphabet/ *“ Stop now of
YOUR TALKING.”

‘Before the circle separated | informed
those present that the children of Qua-
kers did not generally receive as secta-
rian an education as many others, and
that, especially, abstruse, points of doc-
trine are not attémpted to be taught;
that however much my brother’s ideas
of religion had changed since he left
the body, however materially he had al-
tered his views of the Atonement, the
raps had not convinced me that he had
any well-defined opinions, at the time
of his death, upon theological questions
in general or the Atonement in particu-
lar, seeing that his education was such
as was common to the children of not
very sectarian Quakers, and further,,
that he was only about six years old
when he died.

His concluding communication, ““Stop
now O/ your talking,” made quite an
impression upon me when | remem-
bered he had not long before said he
had grown in intellect since entering
the spirit world, for | am very sure he
never before made such an awkward
and unnecessary use of the preposition
the sentence contains; he certainly
never learned such speech while in the
body. Then, too, | noticed he had
abandoned his Quaker style of speech;
but this is less remarkable, seeing that
Abraham and Paul no longer use the
singular pronoun in addressing a single
person. | ought, perhaps, here to say
that the medium is a person of rather
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limited education, though not more so
than some of the spirits who converse
through her.  Ahrahafn, | noticed,
spelled prepare,perpure; and the guar-
dian spirit of one of the seekers after
truth announced himselfas “Maine the
Eposlle,” which those versed in spirit-
ual lore interpret, Matthew, the Apos-
tle. 1 was informed by one whose
faith is ratheron the decline, that many
of the communications received at the
meetings of the circle, were written in
the same style.

At a subsequent sitting | Asked a few
questions of Abraham, the replies to
which 1 wish to place upon record, |
noticed that the religious faith taught
by the circle at Auburn and the one |
attended, was more orthodox than the
doctrines which have been laid down
at Rochester and some other places;
and furthermore, that while the former
looked upon the Rochester believers
as receiving communications far less
reliable than those which came through
Paul and Abraham—if, indeed, they
are to be depended upon at all—the
latter, or some of them, regard the Au-
burn disciples as blind fanatics. With
a view of ascertaining how far the spir-
its at those respective places endorse
each other’s revelations, | put a few
questions in relation to the commnniea-
tions of Henry C. Wright, as written
for the Tribune, a few months since,
and also a portion ofthose ofE. A, L.,
which recently appeared in your col-
umns, and the following declarations
were made by Abraham concerning
them:

“Henry-C. Wright’was mistaken in
supposing that the’spirit of Jesus con-
versed with him—it was a lying spirit,
therefore what it said was false.—
Henry C. Wright did not commune
with the spirit of Nathaniel P. Rogers
—a lying spirit assumed his name and
spoke falsely. E. A. L. did not con-
verse with the spirit of J.—the spirit
that claimed to be such was a lying
spirit.”

How the raps which 1 heard were
produced, | do not pretend to say. My
examination was not directed to that
point; and if it had been, | should
probably have ascertained nothing.—
The demand which is sometimes made
of unbelievers that they shall tell liow
the raps are made, or else admit them
to be the result of spiritual agency,
seems very much like insisting that one
shall tell where Sir John Franklin is,
or else admit that he fell into the hole
of which Capt, Symes used to tell.

Although the manifestations | ob-
tained were so meagre and unconvinc-
ing', yet others, and members of the
circle especially, are more highly fa-
vored. In one family, whose honesty
and integrity | cannot question, raps
are frequently heard when the medium
is not present, and sometimes the soft-
est, sweetest music. To some of the
circle, perhaps to all, Abraham has
given directions concerning their diet,
and inconsequence thereof, vegetarians
have returned to the fleshpots, and wa-
ter drinkers to tea and coffee. Luke,
who, you will remember, was a doctor



ofl earth, sometimes prescribes
«ailments; | ftnd in one case
~Jkno'V of, has directed the patient
two cold baths daily.
| t'nut 1alll making this longer than |
tended, and will elose with saying
| fa yon will probably agree with me,
'L there is something attendant upon
i {hespiritual rappings as difficult to be-
& toexplain.
Benj.
SiH.SqJt 2,1831.

S. Jones.

HtTBKCOVRSE WITH SPIRITS.
Bl REV. B. F. BARRETT.

Bat notwithstanding Swedenborg
| often speaks as if it were not pefmit-
; tod &y to have their spiritual senses
opened, except those who have under-
. «mea previous preparation, it is evi-
dent that he means, not that the thing
isimpossible or never takes place, but
that itis not a good and lawful thing;
thatitis not to be regarded as orderly;
that it is something which the Divine
Providence endeavors to prevent for
the sake of man’sown good. Butnian
isafree agent; andif/s the continual
effortofthe Divine Providence to pre-
servem freedom unimpaired; yet we
may,if we will, break through the laws
oforder here as elsewhere. There-are
various ways in which the barrier that
separates the natural from the spiritual
world, may be broken down within us.
It may be by some strong excitement,
orby irregularit/jor excess; or it may be
by physical disease, or by profound and
long-contnhiwL.  meditation up”™n the
things of religmn, pr through a strong
«nd continued desire for spiritual inter-
course, and a corresponding effort ofthe
will to attain it; or it may be by some
trivial cause, where there exists, as not
infrequently happens, an Hereditary
predisposition to 'intercourse with the
other world.  Persons who' fall into
| trances in the fervor of religious excite-
meat, frequently see and holds con verse
nilk spirits al those timesj so also does
the poor victim of delirium, tremens.
And probably in cases of severe, and
sometimes mild sickness, when the
| miud of the patient is said to wander,
i the spiritual senses may be opened
¢ much ofteuer than we are apt to i.tn-

‘ It cannot, therefore, be too deeply
| impressed upon the minds of all, that
| the bare circumstances of a person’s
seeing and conversing with spirits in

| tbe other world, is not evidence, in it-
self, of In's being in a remarkably pure

| orelevated state. Nor does it follow,
I byany means, Ihat because an individ-
| ual is in open intercourse with the
| spiritual world, therefore he must be
more highly illumined than others, or
that the things which he may suppose

i tbeangels tell him, are necessarily true
or from the angels. Let it be remem-
bered that phantasy and falsehood, no
lea than sanity and wisdom, are from

| the spiritual world ; and let it never be
forgotten, that in the world of spirits—
which lies nearest to us,-which is the
««ermediiite state, or the world upon
frbieh ell enter immediately after death,
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there exists every variety of human and
inhuman character; there are wicked,
lying, tunmflg fantastic, and stupid
spirits, aS well as honest, enlightened,
Wise, andjftood ones; and there arc
those who are passably elever—who
understand some things, but are very
ignorant with, respect to others—who
are like many persons in this world, in
no wise remarkable for their good or
theirevil. P,or‘‘the first state of man
after death is similar to his slate in the
world, becquse there in like manner he

. 'is iti externals:, he has also a similar

face; similar speech, and a similar mind,
thus a similar.moral and civil life.”—
H. H. 493. ' But spirits in the other
world can'Appear to the simple, and
tfiose wanting' the ability to discrimi-
nate, different from what they really
are, and thus, deceive them. KBy can
ab'd do present themsfelves before the
eyes of those who are not sufficiently

" illumined, under a fallacious appear-
ance. Fofpiir author tells us that the
devils appear .to each other, not as
monstetg, yvfech they really are, but as
men—Very different from what they
appear when viewed in the light of
h raveffi"Miu'fthat appearance is a fal-
lacy.”—fb. n. 553.

Now the class of spirits with whom
we should JfiiM Ourselves in open com-
munication, if our spiritual sensés were
opened, would depend wholly upon our
own characters,or upon the feelings
and dispositions which might be upper-
most at tile; time: for it is an eternal
law of the spiritual world, that like
ones are drawjp to their like. We
might, ~beréffirey- rvidi out; spiritual
senses opened, bé;-in a higher state of
illumination than others, or we might
not; wé might even be in far greater
obscurity. The simple fact—and this
is what deserves to be carefully borne
in' mind—of our haying open inter-
course with the spiritual world, is no
evidence of éur consequent higher state
ofillumination: MHoi ibthis circumstance
alone sufficient to. stamp with the seal
of trith thé communications of any who
inay profess to enjoy,-and who may
enjoy, such open intercourse. The
truth or the falsity of their communica-
tions inust be determined u pon separate
and wholly independent ground. The
nature and importance of the commu-
nications, their intrinsic reasonableness
Or probability, their agreement or disa-
greement’ with truths already known,
tlie character of.the persons by or
through whom they are made, the
probable or possible degree of their
advancement in the regenerate life—
these arc the proper data for forming a
correct judgment in such a case. These
are some of tlie tests which ought to be
rigidly applied to all such communica-

tions, whenever or by whomsoever
made, always giving diligent heed to
the injunction of the apostle, ““Beloved,
believe not every spirit, but-fry the
spirits, whether they are of God; be-
cause many false prophets are gone out
into the world;” or because, as Swe-
denborg tells us, there are “‘diabolical
visions™ and “‘fantastic visions.”
Suppose an individual, the interiors
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of whose mind have not yet been

opened, “even to the Lord,” were,

through sickness, religious meditation,

strong and protracted voluntary effort,

or tiny cither cause, to have his spiritual

senses opened, what would be the con-

sequence? He would, of course, find

spirits willing to favor and ready to

confirm, in n very ingenious manner,

any views or feelings appertaining to
his natural man, which hud not yet been
fully subjected to spiritual principles;
for.spirits who wish to acquire an in-
fluence over a man, seek to do this by
flattering, or falling in with, the man’s
own notions—by favoring the thoughts
and dispositions which he loves to cher-
ish, Thus they would tell him the
very things which would please him
most—things which he would love best
to have them tell him. For spirits
know what would please a man as soon
as they come to him, for they know
his state entirely; they know all his
thoughts and affections.

“It is one of the Wonders of another
life,” says Swedenborg, ““which scarce
any oné in the World'can believe, that,
as soon as any spirit comes to another,
and especially when he comes to man,
he instantly knows his thoughts and his
affections, aiid what he had been doing
to that time, thus all his present state,
exactly as’if lie had been with him ever
so long, such is the nature of commu-
uication.”—J1. C. 53S3.

Thus ifa man were much in the love
of dominion from the love of self, the
..spirits with whom he would converse,
would know it, and would be likely to
tell hint something wliich would be
mogtgratifying to this.love. Ifhe felt
unkindly .towards any; one' whotn_he
imagined, had injured, or hatOndeav-
ored to injure him, the spirits would
represent the state and motives of that
other to be very bad, in order that they
might ‘conjdih themselves more closely
with the affections and thoughts of the
seer.,; If he entertained any' peculiar
notions on any subject, and felta strong
attachment to them, the spirits would
speak appt'Qvingly of his views, and
jirtfully endeavor to confirm him in
then), more and more, by showing him
that' lie was right.and all others wrong.

If his heart were strongly set tipon any
object, they woubhl .assist him in the at-
tainment of it, and would represent all
those tposed him as™acting very
wickedly—even against the decrees of
heaven. If he were puffed up with a
conceit of his owu superior goodness or
intelligence, the spirits would kuoxv
how, and would be willing to favor his
phantasy. And they Would make ev-
erything they said to the man, appear
so plausible to him, Ihat he would wil-
ling believe it—would not have the
least doubt about it; for it is never dif-
ficult for spirits to persuade men of
the things which men desire to have
true. They would pretend to speak,

*We find the above to be true only in so
for as man ofisesscs spirits, or is obsessed by
them. The drift of the writer's meaning,
therefore, is true only of those who are me-
diums. AU may be so, more or less, but not
to the exlent supposed by Swedenborg.—JSd.
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and would appear to speak, with a di-
vine authority. They would, if neces-
sary, appear like angels of light, and
would persuade the individual, and
even themselves at the time, that they
were angels. In this way, as every one
may see, their power to mislead, or to
confirm in some wrong disposition or
false persuasion, would be immeasura-
bly greater than it possibly could be if
the man’s spiritual senses had not been
-opened. Hence the great danger of
such open intercourse with the other
world, of which Swedenborg so often
speaks.

The views of Professor Stilling upon
this point, harmonize so well with our
own, or with the-truth as ue have
learned it from Swedenborg, and are at
the same time so important that we
hope to be excused for again quoting
from this author:

“‘Experience,” he says, ““‘teaches that

persons far advanced in piety may fall
into this slate of natural magnetic sleep,
and also enter into connection with good
spirits, and even angels. Vain and
false spirits frequently interfere on
these occasions, and seek to deceive
and mislead the seer. These study his
inclinations and wishes, and then ar-
range the communications, imagery and
ideas, in such a manner as to gratify
his favorite inclinations. Now if he
regards all this as a divine revelation,
he will be satisfied that his wishes are
agreeable to God, and thus he may fall
into the most dangerous errors. The
truth and importance of this observa-
tion cannot be too pressingly urged:
for ifa man, or even a child, fall into a
trance, or into any other state of super-
natural elevation, arid then begins to
preach repentance, predict future things
and speak in a style to which he is nat-
urally incompetent, the common spec-
tator, especially ifhe be religiously in-
clined, regards it all as divine influence
and revelation; and the poor somnam-
bulist himself believes it also, rejoices
at it, is deeply affected by it, thanks
God for it, and now the thought secret-
ly arises in his mind, that he is some-
thing particular, and that God has some
great objectin view with him; becomes
into connection with false spirits of
light, who strengthen him in such ideas
by a variety of delusive imagery, and
then the arch-enthusiast is completed.”
—Theory of Pneumalology, p. 69.

Diet of Children—A mixed and
indigestible diet is too frequently allowed
to young children, injuring the digesiive
powers, vitiating the general health, and
ifthere is a tuberculous tendency, hasten-
ing it into active existence. A due
adaptation of the food, both in respect to
quantity and quality, to the age, constitu-
tion, and habits of life, is always of the
highest importance, as it regards the
health of the individual.—Dr, Sweetser's
Treastise on Consumption.

A mountain is made up of atoms, and
friendship of little matters, and if the
atoms hold not together, the mountain is
crumbled into dust.
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LAN1) MONOPOLY-
BY FRBeJBIIICK BOUOLASS.

We profess very little depth of thought,
or originality, in respect to our views of
land monopoly, or its cure. We have but
just ascended so lunch of the mountain
as to sec only a part of the plain, and that
part with very little distinctness, yet with
enough to be impressed' with its vastness
and grandeur. The whole civilized world
lies prostrate under the principle of land
monopoly, io wit, the right of one class of
men so to dispose of the soil, us that a
vast majority of mankind are deprived of
all right and title thereto.

This principle is so universal in civil-
ized countries, and so characteristic of
civilization, that its application in any
country is considered almost the first step
in civilization. Where goes civilization,
there goes the land surveyor, with stakes
and cords, marking out vast tracts of land
for the rich, upon which he may forbid
his poor, bare-footed brother to stand and
breathe, or to work and live. The hum.-
ble pioneer resolves to break loose from
the oppressive environments of what is
called advanced civilization, takes up his
line of march westward, until the Atlan-
tic shore is full fifteen hundred miles be-
hind him; yet here he meets the surveyor,
with stake and cord grimly pursuing his
avocation, making off. thousands of broad
acres to wealthy combinations in Boston
and New York, and none at all for the
poor.

Whence came this principle ?  With
whom did the idea of making this broad
old benevolent earth a subject of scramble

- amongst her children, in-which the weak-

est should fare worst, .and. those who need
most should get least? Who established
this Universal lottery system, by which
the lucky few are made lords of the soil,
and the many are made serfs and paupers ?
We know nothing of its origin, but we
doubt not that ignorance, not malice, is
its parent. The thought of making the
earth subject to individual ownership, and
to barter and sale, might have originated
in a desire to spur up the industry of
mankind, by holding out a prize of ex-
ceeding greatness and grandeur as the
reward. It might have sprung out ofthat
mischievous political maxim, “the great-
est good to the greatest number,” which
when reduced to practice, is always to be
understood inversely.

*But how, or with whomsoever this prin-
ciple originated, it has got to be examin-
ed,'and tried by fire. It will be tried in
England, where the accident of birth
makes one a lordly peer, and another a
wretched pauper, where the right to land,
decends in one line of humanity forever,
to the exclusion of all others. It will be
a solemn moment for England, and the
world, when the enquiry into man’s right
to monopolize the soil shall be earnestly
made, and when the equal right of every
child of man to his needed portion of the
earth shall be pressed home with the ter-
rible energy of hunger and famine. Ar-
gument in favor of land-titles must be
strong to withstand the sinewy arm of hu-
man want. 1fyou will just look over the
shoulder of that manly truth, that every
son and daughter of Adam have a rightto

live, you will see another with a face no
less radient with divine grace, than
the first. Itis this: that every son and
daughter of man have a right to what is
necessary to sustain life. Born in a
mansion or in a manger, of virtuous or
vicious parents, it makes no differ-
ence, before earth or sky, once land-
ed into this ““breathing world,” the right
to live, and the means of living are sacred
above all the conventional arrangements
of rneof and he who denies itis a mur-
derer. When you thoroughly acquaint
yourself with these lovely faces, look
again, and you will see another, still more
lovely and still more sublime. It is this;
that every human soul has the rightto
cultivate and improve the faculties and
powers, with which it has been endowed
by its Creator.

But it is said that man has a rightto
live, and to the means of living, only on
conditions ; that he has no right to appro-
priate to himself what justly belongs to
another, or to live by the labor of an-
other. Granted. That this is just what
we have been saying, only in, another
form. It is just here that we plant our-
selves. We charge the landed aristocrat
with appropriating to himselfand family
individually the common inheritance of
all earth’s inhabitants, and that he not
only does not himself, comply with the
natural conditions of the right to live, but
that he often makes it impossible for oth-
ers to comply by refusing to rent or sell
his usurped domains, on such conditions
as his brother man is able to comply with.
The son of God charged a certain class
with “ shutting up the kingdom of heaven
ragainst ”  Land-monopoly, shuts up
the treasures of the soil against men.
Witness the vast estates in Ireland, com-
paratively uncultivated. Witness the
countless multitudes bidding adieu to the
land that they love, for one they know not
of.. W.itness the appalling depopulation
of that beautiful and fertile country.

We know that Ireland is an extreme
case: but who can deny that the shocking
condition which she presents is largely
the consequence of land-monopoly, and
the system of “ absenteeism,” which has
arisen out of land monopoly.

The lesson taught America by the old
world on this subject, is plain and power-
ful. 1t teaches the duty of a stern and
practical denial of absolute ownership in
the soil, and the emphatic affirmation of
the right of every man to enjoy the use,
free and unrestrained, of just so much of
the earth’s surface as is necessary to his
subsistance, and the full developementof
the faculties and powers with which he is
endowed, It is true that while the prin-
ciples involved in this matter are easily
comprehended, the practical adoption of
them (conflicting as they do with the com-
plicated arrangements of society) is not
so plain. But having ascended a suffi-
cient eminence to descry the principles,

let us not refuse to report what we see in
the distance, nor cease to struggle for a
higher point, that wo may obtain the wis-
dom necessary to the realization of the
glorious subject.

Praise makes a wise man modest, a
fool arrogant.



tfORDS OF WISDOM.
Editor of the Spirit VVVVorld,—As quo-
wtion is my humor here, | will cite, as
introductory, the words of the ancient
Ljet “A wise man will hear, and will
increase learning; and a man of under-
swnding shall attain unto wise coun-
to'Understand a proverb, and the
jilierpretation; the words of the wise,

end their dark euyings.”
Respectfully, yours,
J. G. D

«Once, man was all; now he is nil
appendage, a nuisance. And because
the indwelling Supreme Spirit cannot
wholly be got rid of, the doctrine of it
suffers this perversion, that the divine
nature is attributed to one or two per-
sons, aial denied to all the rest, nnd
denied with fury. The doctrine of in-
spiration is lost; the base doctrine of
the majority ofvoices, usurps the place
of the doctrine of the soul. Miiracles,
prophecy, poetry; the ideal life, the holy
life,existas ancienthistory merely ; they
arcnot in die belief, nor in the aspira-
tion of society; but, when suggested,
seem ridiculous. Life is comic or pit-
iful, as soon as the high ends of being

fade out of sight, and man liecomes near
sighted, and can only attend to what
add esses the senses.”—Emerson.
u0 my friends, there are resources
in us on which we bave: not drawn.
There are inen who rise refreshed on
hearing a threat; men £0 whom a crisis
| which intimidates and paralyzes the
I majority-demanding not the faculties
| ofprudence ojid thrift, but comprehen-
| sioo, iinniovalulHiess, and readiness &
| sacrifice,—comes graceful and beloved
| asabride. Napoleon said of Massena,
that he was not himself until the battle
| began to go against him;,:then, when
;. thedead began to fall in ranks around
. him,awoke his powers of combination,
| and be put on terror and victory as a
robe. So itisin rugged crises, in un-
weariable endurance, and in aims which
put sympathy out of question, that the
j augdis shown. Hut these are heights
that we can scarce remember and look
upto, without contrition ami shame.
| Leius thank God that such things ex-

“Not thanks, not prayer seem quite
the highest or truest name for our com-
munication with the infinite,—but glad
and conspiring reception,—reception
that becomes giving in its turn, as the
receiver is only the AIll-Giver in part
and in infancy. | cannot, nor can any
man, speak precisely of things so sub-
lime, but it seems to jne, the wit of
man, his strength, his grace, his ten-
dency, his art, is the grace and the
presence of God. It is beyond .explan-
ation. When all is said and done,
lhe rapt saint is found the only logi-
cian. Not exhortation, not argument
becomes our lips, but paeans of joy and
praise. But not of adulation: we are

too nearly related in the deep of the
wind to that we honor. It is God in
ua which checks the language of peti-
tion by I grander thought. In the bot-
tom of the heart, it is said, «I am, and
Ly me O cbiMf this fair body and
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world of thine stands and grows. |
anr; all things arc mine; and all mine
are thine.’

““In tjBLhydory of the world the doc-

trine of Reform had never such scope
its at the «resent hour. Lutherans,
HerhllutteiSi Jesuits, Monks, Quakers,
Knox, Wesley, Swedenborg, Bentham,
in their accusations of society, all re-
spected something—church or state,
literature Of history, domestic usages,
the market town, the dinner table,
coined money. But now all these and
all things else hear the trumpet, anti
must rush to judgment—Christianity,
the laws,’commerce, schools, the fnrm,
the laboritpry; and not a kingdom,
town, statute; rite, calling, man, or wo-
man, but is threatened by the new spir-
it64-16.

“What isft.niail born for but to be a
Reformei a Re-maker of what man
has made.;; a renouncer of lies; a re-
storer of truth and good, imitating that
great Nature which embosoms us all,
and which sleeps no moment on an old
‘past, but every hour repairs herself,
yielding us eyery morning a new day,
arid with every pulsation a new. life?
Let him -renounce everything which is
not true to him, and put all his prac- |
tices back on their first thoughts, and
do nothing for which he has not the
whole world Tor his reason.”—16.

1“““The revolutions that impend over
~society are not riow from ambition and
rapacity,, from impatience of one or
another fornrrof government, but from
new’modes of thinking, which shall re-
compose sdtiety after a new order,
Which shall animate labor by love and
science, which ‘Shall 'destroy the value
of many kinds of property, and replace
‘all property within the dominion of
reason and equity.7; There was never
so great a thought laboring in the
breasts of men, as now.”—16.

“What is the scholar, what is the
man /or, but for hospitality to every
new thought of bis lime? Have you
leisure, power, property, friends? you

/shall be the asylum arid patron of every
new thought, every unproven opinion,
every untried project, which proceeds
out of good wilhand honest seeking.—
All the newspapers, all'the tongues of
to-day will of course at first defame
what is noble; but you who hold not of
to-day, not of the times, but of the
Everlasting, are to stand for it; and the
highest compliment man ever receives
from heaven, is the sending to him its
disguised and discredited angels.”—Ib.

The Wise Man.—“He lives from
God alone, from the inspirations of
truth and beauty in his own soul, and
he cannot acknowledge any law or in-
stitution which limits these. Hence, in
an immature or dissentient society his
lot is to suffer outwardly, to be crucified
in the flesh even while he is being glo-
rified in the spirit, even in order to
his being thus glorified. Accordingly,
ifyou will search history through, you
will find the divjne life asserting itselfin
man always under social obstruction
and contempt. No man of ideas ever
announced himself without arousing
the fanatic jealousy of society, without

its chief priests find rulers predicting
disaster, and stirring up the populace

to his destruction. But the divine life
fft never quenched. The very dungeon
to which it is shut up becomes a radi- |
ant centre of energy to it, and the gal-
lows only fl more conspicuous witness
of its immortality/’'—Henry James.
Present Society—*“Its institutions
arc effete. The vigorous life which
once gave them repute has departed.—
They no longer bless the subject. To
be a good husband, .a good brother, a
good citizen, is no longer a guarantee
against starvation. For one that soci-
ety feeds and clothes itsends ten thous-
and naked and empty away. For one
it fills with the vapid froth of self-con-
ceit, it fills ten thousand with an unap-
peasable consciousness of want and sin.
To save appearances it hastens indeed
to trip up the heels of the burglar, aud
immure the petty thief in prison. But
it organizes lhe systematic pillage of
the stock exchange, and builds up the
fortune of its rich men upon the actual
murder of its poor. It proclaims from
all its pulpits the undiminished terrors
of the devil, and the lake of fire and
brimstone, hut with what effect? He
to whom the tidings might be profita-
ble, the selfish man, laughs with incre-
dulity; and only they to whom they are
wholly irrelevant, the tender-hearted
woman and the man of gentle affec-
tions, drag out a miserable uncertainty,
or else renounce it in violent despair.
Will God endure this?”—16.
“Astronomers tell us that when the
earth sha'll have attained her true mag-
'netic pois¢ uypiL her axis, the path of
the ecliptic' wilT~Ce”oincident with the
equator, and the rigors of winter and
the fervor of summer, consequently,
will alike give place to a new and per-
petual Spring, which shall bathe the
whole earth with gladness. So, when
humanity shall have attained true poise
upon her moral axis, these men who
have hitherto been her ecliptic, who
have marked the place of the Divine
footsteps, who have signalized the on-
ward course of Providence on earth,
will give place to the equatorial or per-
fect man, who sljall completely recon-
cile the how warring elements of good
and evil in a now individuality, which
shall carry the very dew aud fragrance
of God into every commonest walk of
our daily life, and absorb alike the
parched aridity of the Saint, and the
rank fecundity of the Sinner, in the
unity of the integral Man.”—16.

““Man has joined himself with man;
soul acts and reacts on soul; a mystic
miraculous unfathomable Union estab-
lishes itself; Life, in all its elements,
has become iutensatod, consecrated.—
The lightning-spark of Thought, gen-
erated, or say rather heaven-kindled,
in the solitary iniud, awakens its ex-
press likeness in another mind, in a
thousand other minds, and all blaze up
together in combined fire; reverberat-
ed from mind to mind, fed also with
fresh fuel in each, it acquires incalcu-
lable new Light as Thought, incalcula-
ble new Heat as converted into Ac-
tion.”—Carlyle.
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| EDITORIAL.

BOSTON» SATURDAY, OCT. 18. 1851.

QUERIES.

Will our readers please bear in mind that
we do not write for the purpose of estab-
lishing any preconceived theory. \We state
facts—what we know to be true. Having
given an account of numerous sittings |
have had for the purposes of investigation,
| proceed,—

Case IX. By special invitation of my
friend, A. Bingham, Esq., of this city, Au-
gust 2, 1851,1 attended a sitting with a
medium at his house. The reports | had
heard of this medium -had impressed me
quite favorably, and 1 approached her with
a feeling of candor and charity which in-
spired my hope for satisfactory results.—
Before leaving my own house for this sit-

ting, 1 had an interview with my own guar-
dian spirits, and, by my request, they sol-
emnly promised me that they would not
accompany me to the sitting | was about to
attend; they said they would stay away,
that I might see what the results would be
,» under such circumstances.

Well, 1 had no sooner sat down at the

table with Mr. Bingham arid the medium,
when loud sounds were heard upon the
floor ortable. After some preliminary con-
versation by Mr. B.,l enquired ifthere was
a.spirit medium present? The spirit an-
swered “Yes,” and said that her brothers in
the spiritworld were the mediums. 1 asked
them to tell me how many spirits | had
brought with me, and who they were >—
They answered some fifteen questions,
every ooe of which answers were false!
Indeed, not one question was answered
correctly, as far as | knew. Some of the
answers were egregiously, palpably false !
As, for instance, the spirit-medium said 1
had brought five guardian spirits with me !
[1 have but three, as | am assured, usually
with me.] And those spirits whom the
medium said were my guardian spirits,
could neither of them tell me what their
names were! Nor could they give me
their signals; nor could they tell me when
they left this world, nor where! One of
them said he had been in the other sphere
less than three years—when the one he
purported to be, had been there more than
six years. He said he hud five children in
the spiritual world, when 1 knew that he
had but one child in that world ! Indeed,
the spirits, whoever they were, not only
refused to answer many questions, butevery
one they did answer, were, as far as | knew,
answered wrong. The conclusion was
forced upon my own mind, that the whole
was done by the spirit medium attending
that lady.

THE SPIRIT WORLD.

When 1 asked the spirit to-tell we when
he left this world, h8 spelled out, “I pleas-
antly and sweetly fell asleep in-Jesus.”
And what the spirit’'s motive was, in an-
swering at all, or in declining to answer
some appropriate questions, mid answering
those he did answer, falsely, tho reader
must determine for himself. My opinion
is, that my own guardian spirits were not
present.

[N. B. Since the above was written |
have satisfied myself, beyond all doubt, that
the external medium alluded to above, is
not reliable for truthfulness.}

Case X. A lad [of Taunton,] visited
my family, who was reputed, to be a good
medium. The spirit who purported to be
his associate, took the name of the lad’s
paternal grandfather, who, when in this
sphere, was for some forty years,town
clerk of Bridgewater, and known as a
most truthful and exemplary man. The
“sounds” made by this spirit were quite
loud and boisterous. Indee'd, | have no-
ticed, as a general rule, that the lower the
spirit, the louder the “sounds.” | took
this lad in a room, alone, and asked his
““guardian spirit” to talk with me, when he
readily assented, and, by loud sounds, this
same spirit pretended to me that he was
any spirit whom | happened to name ; and
he moreover freely admitted to me that he
“lied,” “lie knew he lied,” “loved to lie,”
and “meant to lie.” .

My experience has convinced me that
spirits do not generally know so much about
mortals with whom they communicate, as
many have supposed. | have often tried to
make my nearest guardian spirits under-
stand my thoughts, without success. The
reasons are manifest. Spirits understand
spirits—mortals understand mortals. And
yet, though it is so very difficult, usually,
for spirits -and mortals to have a correct
knowledge of each other, yet answering
"stest questions” does not, by any means,
prove identity.

Case XI. On a visit to my friend, Mr.
S. Simmons, in Charlestown, a few weeks
since, | thought I would enquire if any spirit
was present who could tell me when | was
born? when | was married ? when my first
child was born? &c. Instantly a spirit
responded, and said, ““I have been with you
forty-seven years! You was born the 22d
of May, 1804.” And so he went on and
answered each of the other questions cor-
rectly. This, however, he did not answer
correctly, as my mother tells me 1 was
born on the Sabbath, April 22,1804. She
is certain that it was on the Sabbath; but
May 22, 1804, was not Sabbath. This
spirit said he never lived on this earth, but
was from the planet llerschell! Now, this
same spirit gave me the greatest number of

test answers, and yet 1 was Mnmrf by my
guardian spirits with whom | am most fa-
miliar, that ho was not reliable, and was
not what lie pretended to ho!

Ifnecessary, | could give details of what
has been developed in the presence of other
media, in every part of this country, where
spirits have said they were “in hell,” “they
lied,” and “meant to lie;” they “were not
happy,” “were low and ignorant.” In
Providence, a child, who was a medium,
has committed murder, prompted to do so,
as the spirits themselves declare, by low
and discordant spirits who beset her. In
West Randolph, a young man who was for
a time a medium, has been detected in
theft.

Spirits purporting to be from above, in
wisdom and goodness, have repeatedly af-
firmed that “mediums, more than other
mortals, are beset with low and discordant
spirits.” Hence, we infer that if mortals
who are mediums, are not protected, im-
pressed, and guided, internally and ex-
ternally, by goodness, justice, and truth,
they will not be reliable, they will become
false, and act accordingly. And all this
may be when the medium has no such con-
scious design ; as spirits have affirmed.

In various localities throughout the coun-
try, spirits have said that they have the
power, and they often do control the medi-
um to such an extent that they will cause
them [the mediums,] to jnake the sounds
unconsciously, or to do what the spirits
want done. We have reports of cases
where spirits have caused mediums to
make the sounds, unconsciously, and then
other spirits have compelled them to write
a caution against themselves [the mediums]

| thus: “Beware of--- —,for he makes the

raps.”

. It may be an easy matter for some good
friends to theorize upon this subject, precise-
ly as they would do ofthe mineral, vegeta’
ble, or animal kingdoms, if they did not
know much as to the use of either. They
might say, in exploring a new country,
“All good—all beautiful—all pleasant—no
hills—no caverns—no precipitous rocks—
no thorny rose-bushes—no ravenous beasts
—~no poisonous serpents—all, all concord-
no.evil.” And so an inhabitant of some
distant planet, who might, perchance, visit
our earth! O, says he, most beautiful to
behold | No evil—no war—no slavery—no
discord here, surely! And precisely so,
many of us were wont to reason when first
we heard “voices from the spirit land.”
We could not beljeve, we could not realize
how any inhabitant of that bright world
could utter what was not true, either by
accident or from design. But how it is we
have all yet to learn. What the inhabi-
tants of that ““better land” may be able to



| ntb’f 0 onc enok ,er ** not know : but
| y* know that their ttomtnunicatione to
pfn» external senses arc attended with
obitructions, and where the method
of commnnication is embarrassed with so
terr many difficulties, we must suppose it
nextle impossible to get nothing but pure,
,«dolterated truth.

INFORMATION.

Another Book.
Another pamphleton ““Electrical spirits,”
er, asthe author has entitled it
_“AHistory of the recent Developments
jo Spiritual Manifestations in Philadelphia.
By a Member of the First Circle.”
"Developments in Manifestations!” or
Manifestations in Developments! This is

onapar with the Auburn Circle. And to

show that no injustice is done in the above
remark, take the following quotations as
farther specimens of style :

"Miraculous doings.”  ““Working his
miracles”  ““Electrical concussion.”” —
“fl«tricoZ condition,”  ““Spirits employ
means of a wu/gncfic or Mesmeric charac-
ter"«"Refinement of the electrical condi-
tion." “A kind of Mesmeric condition, in-
duced entirely by spiritual influence.”—

“Attention should; be paid the electrical .

conditions of the individuals composing a
circle, in.reference.to the positive and neg-
aTe-” “A greater concentration of elec-
tricel influence.” ““We [spirits] can com-
inmicate.gnly through those whose electri-
ref coDdition'enables Us to do so.” “A liigh-

| iyc/ectriifff condition.” “Men are not so
susceptible to electrical influence a's women
are!" .«A particular electrical condition is
regwri. > *“Veclrrcal and physical condi-
tions of the medium.” “By a peculiar
electrical condition.” **“Its electrical com-
birution is all that is material.””.

Really, we do not see why the title of this
hook should not have been “History of the
recent Electrical Developments in Phila-

delphia.” For itis manifest that the writ-

er (who says he is a “Member of the First
Circle,”) has not advanced very far above
that he calls “Mesmeric,” “magnetic,”
and “electrical conditions.” And a book
professedly on “Mesmerism” would give
about an equal amount of knowledge of
the SrUITDAL World. Indeed, the value
| ofthe large number of the so-called ““com-
munieations,” said to be from'spirits, which
are published in this book, may be inferred
from the fact that they were “spelled out,”
not by spirits, but by the “medium,” whose
hand is “passed over a card with almost
incredible rapidity, attended with convulsive
pricings more of less severe!” This the
writer of the booh considers “a much more
I«lerf mode of communication than™ the
“reps,” “and is altogether preferable !"'~-
Aiwhen a medium has written a comma-
niMtipn «pints ire always ready to endorse
it,and say they did it, of course!
we caution our friends who would

be able to distinguish between *“Mesmer- and have known responses to be given, as
ism," “oleotrlcily,” and what is purely if from spirits, that we could not account

. -, for as proceeding from any of the company
SPIRITUAL, to be careful liotv they mix present. In some cases we did not and

these things'.'together. Fanaticisms and could not suspect any one of intentional
phantasies of every imaginable form will ~deception. In other cases we have listened
prevail wlietever and whenever the nervous 0 What purported to be utterances from the

- unseen world, which seemed to us palpably |
systems of mortals arc yielded up and ob- the results ofjugglery, trick, collusion, and
sessed by spirits, in the manner set forth in ~ wherein the grossest blunders and fallacies
this book. ' We admit that it contains some ~ Were apparent. We therefore rest a good
. Way this side of Mr. White’s general con-
good advice, and appears to have been cjysion, willing to be convinced that he is
Written in‘agood state of feeling, but it right, but requiring a large amount and
fall's far belows'What it seems to ns abook high character of testimony to induce that

conviction.”

on the spiritual world ought to be. For
while its teachings on spiritual laws do not To be Explained.
seem to rise much, ifany, above “Mesmer- Mr. Greeley, of the New York Tribune,
ism,” (aterm used by the writer,) some of says:
its deductions are obviously calculated to “We insist that spirits could not give
mislead. Here is one: confl cting testimonies with regard to their

“Many now in this city consult their own essential condition. Here, for in-
guardian spirits with as much, nay, more stance, are ‘spirits’ declaring that there is

CONFipENCE]r.than they would a kind and 1O such thing as punishment or pain be-
ezperienced-erenl, and willingly vield to yond the grave, while others give a directly

their suggestions and directions, in agg CONUary testimony.” o
matters, bothZg~eat and small.?’ We suppose that spirits may differ in the

All this, and' more like it, is said approv- ~accounts they give, just as really as men do
ingly! Such is the credulity and love of in this world. The spirits were here before
the inarveliops, which render mortals re- they went there, and hence we see no

 ceptive of.that which bears the name ofthe  reasons for doubting but that they vary in

spiritual, frpm whatever source it may their degrees of goodness and intelligence,
come. the same as men do here before they be-

come spirits.

M. Cahagnet's Work.
“‘We referred to this work [Vol. 2, pages . ) .
1110,124,] and; expressed surprise that it We. notice from artlcle§ which, appear
should have been published, or that people occasionally in the Investigator, how d|ff|-
should be founS~fllingsJo believe many of »Cult it i|4ot ‘thifid<d.a” (so called) to give
its details about clairvoyance. up the rise of the term “immaterial,” when
But Mr. Greeley, it spems, of the New speaking.of the recent spiritual manifesta-
YorkATribune, formed a highly favorable tions. Thus awriter says, [September 17]
opinion of. tins booky. until; he visited the A disembodied spirit, belng unsubstan-
author, in-Paris, and saw his “famous clair- tial and immaterial, is nothing.”
voyant;” then he saw what we suppose Of course, precisely what all Harmonial
will lessen his opinionofthe merits of this  Philosophers’believe. And how oftenshall
.book. He says: we repeat to all our opponents that we be-
>V*“The best publication we have seen of lieve in nothing “unsubstantial and imma-
the modern ‘spiritual’ class, is that of M. terial;'?"!
CShagnet, detailing the results of his re-
searches in the spirit world, through Clair- Gentle Words.

voyance. We have already indicated the .

Gentleness is commended as one of the

dicidedinterest with which ML Cahagnet’s A
work impressed us. While in Paris, this Christian graces |

Material and Immaterial.

summer, we made a. point, therefore, of «

finding the author, and had two sittings I\t,\;ftﬂ%t'|r?tlgcgutbq'|g\g’?{|d can give,
with him and his famous clairvoyant, Adele And gold and gems are not the things
Magnot.  Our eébnclusion was that' M. To satisfy the heart.

Cahagnet is a thoroughly honest man, but + .But 0, it those who cluster round
that Adele’ was not at all clairvoyant—was ' The altar and the hearth,

Have gentle words and loving smiles,

not evenin a state of sleep or somnambulism el
B How beautiful is earth.”

—at either of these sittings. Of course,
we do not say that she never was so, nor
that Mr. Cahagnet's work is wholly base, Imporfeotions in Great Men.

lion, for we believe € exists though often _ LYCUTgus sanctioned theft by law. Sen-
simulated or imperfect,” eca and Cicero contended for the right and

propriety of suicide; and Plato for the
right of parents to destroy their own child-
ren. Socrates justified falsehood and deceit.
St. Paul set forth the idea of the sudden

Horace Greeley.
Mr. Greeley’s account of his own expe-

rience in spiritual manifestations, is thus
stated by himselfi and literal interruption of Nature’s laws in

“We certainly have heard sounds for the destruction of this earth. Dr. Adam
which we-could perceive no-earthly cause, Clarke, the Methodist commentator, says it
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does not follow from God’s omniscience,
that be mustknow all things. And Sweden-
borg says, that a certain part ofthe vegeta-
ble and animal kingdoms “‘did not derive
their origin from the Lord, neither did they
originate from nature.”

“Friendship, Love, and. Truth.”

This is the motto of Odd Fellowship. It
is a good one, but does not exactly corres-
pond with the Divine elements. Friend-
ship is the fruit of Love. And if any vir-
tue should be placed in order before Truth,
it should be Justice, or Equality :

“O, Love is to the human heart
What sunshine is to flowers:

And Friendship is the fairest thing
In this cold world of ours.

Where’er the radiant lustre’s shed
There richer beauty smiles

Than Nature scatters on the shores
Of Ocean’s sunny isles.”

Psychometry.

A term used, principally at the West, to
signify the power which some persons of a
peculiar temperament, are found to possess,
by which they can tell the qualities of med-
icines held in their hands; or describe the
character of persons by holding their writ-
ings in their hands, or on their foreheads.
It is about as reliable as ““fortune telling”
and clairvoyance. As a source of knowl-
edge it is. thought very little of by those
who know the most about it. Its chief
consequence seems to be to show!the ever-
varying susceptibilities of' the nervous sys-
tem ; as, if the experiment be tried iciZAoui
the knowledge of the patient, no results will
follow at all!  Or it will be seldom that
any will follow, and when they do they
will be slight indeed.

This term might well be used to signify
all the experiments performed by “Mes-
merism” and by Baron Reichenbach, which
have been made so much of by the credu-
lous, lately. And the same remark might
he made of them all—they dwindle down
into “next to nothing,” when such experi-
ments are performed, first and last, without
the patient's knowledge.

Bo they Believe 1t!

The doctrine of spiritual intercourse is
plainly taught in many of the hymns sung
by adherents to the old theology. Here is
a verse of one often sung in many of the
churches:

“How charming the thought
That the spirits in bliss
Will bow their bright wings
To a world such as this:
Will leave the sweet joys
Of the mansions above,
To breathe o’er tiasoms
Some message of love.”

Specimen Numbers.
We often send thirteen specimen num-
bers instead of ““one copy,” because double

THE

postage is required on one copy, unless you
pay for one quarter in advance. Thirteen
papers make one quarter, or three months.
The postage is but a trifle in view of the
good the papers may do when circulated.

““Half Volume.”

We do not divide the volume. Subscrib-
ers who order the paper, therefore, must
expect their subscription closed on the re-
ceipt of the twenty-sixth number, and to be
renewed again if they wish for the fourth
volume.

The Divine Inmost.

We have an able and interesting article
from W. S. Courtney, Esq., on this sub-
ject, which will appear in our next number.

CORIIESPOK DENCE.

Middlebury, Ind., Sept. 10,1851.

Dear Sunderland,—I have read the
works of A. J. Davis, and your paper
from the beginning to the.end of the sec-
ond volume, and thought | would have to
stop it, on account of means. 1 am poor,
but I cannot do without it. 1 have more
satisfaction in reading your paper than
any other | ever saw; and 1 long to hear
the heavenly visitors. The opposition or
apathy is very prevalent in this part of
the country. 1 have not had an opportu-
nity of hearing any of the *“responses,”
but 1 believe they are from lhe spirits of
the departed. O, how 1 long to be pres-
ent at some of your sittings; but will
wait as patiently as'tIm'¢&P2;still hoping
that we may have a medium in this part
of the country, before long.

Very respectfully,
Gibson Teas.

AocAZon, Sept. 21,1851.

Dear Friend Sunderland,—Your very
kind letters were duly and thankfully re-
ceived by your humble servant and fellow
hoper for the “good time coming.” |
think I may say that | am not an uncon-
cerned spectator of what is now transpir-
ing in the world, having reference to the
improvement and elevation of our race.
By the shadows | learn where to look for
the substance; for my faith is that acts
and events literal, are true types of acts
and events spiritual—that each separate
deed and thing in the natural world, has
its corresponding deed and thing set over
directly opposite to it in the spiritual
world. The two parts of the twenty-four
hours are divided into night and day.
The darkness recedes, and the Zig/ri suc-
ceeds. The cheerless gloom of minier is
dispelled by the sun’s slow but sure re-
turn; and heat, and verdure, and beauty,
and songs, are seen and heard on every
hand. So, when.the “evil days” are oyer,
the good will appear. When the travail-
ing pangs of the groaning creation shall
end, joyful thanksgivings at the birth of
Manhood perfect, will arise on the wings
of the morning.

I ain glad to see that able and earnest
minds are exploring these hitherto unex-
plored regions of science. California.

SPIRIT WORLD.

literal is but a type of California spiritual.

The land of gold begins to yield up its

treasure. Bold adventurers are already

in the “diggingsbut as in literal Cali-

fornia, the type, so in spiritual California,

the antitype, there is such an unsettled

and lawless state of society—(no one re-

garding his neighbor’s rights, but each

following the lead of his self-will and

self-love,)—that but sorry progress is

made. The miners in Californiaspiritual

—the world of reformers—are unsettled
and confused in their ideas, their faith,

and as to the true course of procedure in
reducing to shape and consistency the
great spiritual problem—a justand right-
eous construction, or rather reconstruc-
tion, ofsociety. But order will come out
of chaos; and just so sure as thata better
state of things will obtain in the typical
diggings, a clearer and more perfect un-
derstanding will occur in the antitypical.
Spiritualisers and reformers will find their
feet standing upon a common platform at
last. “The watchmen will see eye to
eye.” The light now “shining in dark-
ness,” will have chased all darkness away,
and there will be “light in all our dwell-
ings.” But a work of patience, of for-
bearance, of toleration, and of unfailing
hope, is before each of those who have
laid their hands upon the plough of hu-
man progress.

I see a great beauty and harmony be-
tween types and tire antitypes. The Bi-
ble, as interpreted and understood by
sectarian doctors and lawyers, is a book
offalses, being wrested from its true sig-
nification. But as a book of types and
shadows, pointing with unerring finger to
the day and doings we now behold, it
shines with matchless lustre; When the
Old and New Testaments are recognized
as typical of man—tlié Old representing
his body, and the New his spirit, itbe-
comes pregnant with deep sigmficancy.
When it is seen and acknowledged that
the very names of persons and places in
the Scripture record are the types of
principles, to be ultimately developed in
the moral nature of man, then it is that
we discover that the “Word is made
flesh,” indeed, and that in every age and
in every condition and position which so-
ciety may assume in passing through its
various stages of development, the types,
if truly read, continue to give us correct
and unmistakable impressions of the un-
folding glories of perfect manhood.

The sects, low, carnal, and discordant
in their views of the Bible, which they
ignorantly suppose to be the Word of
God, literally understood, can never, until
the mind now held by them is destroyed,
become worshippers of the true and liv-
ing God. The two Testaments, in the
letter, represent the natural man, who
cannot know the things which are spirit-
ually understood. The sects see the
Scriptures only in the letter which Kkills.
They go as far as Abraham and Isaac—
but Jacob, who wiestled, prevailed, and
was thereafter called Israel; and who is
the type of the spiritual mail, or spiritual
understanding in man, they have not yet
comprehended. Peter, James, and John,
are, the sectarian world over, understood
to have been disciples of Jesus, eighteen
hundred years ago; but that they repre-



| in the very signification of their
| djn the very language scvcral-
'‘~Joyed by them' in their writings,
L thieech«</iHggraces, Faith, Hope, and
m | (hsrity! @n(l ’bat the entire period of
(1 igesincethe day in which these apostles.
to the present, has been #ctually
j Winded into three separate periods or dis-
| potions, in which these three graces
been successively in operative force
-é'nedifyinﬂ and perfecting Christ's body,
toe Church, very few probably will be-
I lifw. But is it not a remarkable fact
. thatJesus, on the occasion of his trans-
| “nation and at other times, when im-
| port{'nt works were wrought by him,
| should have singled out these three only
ashisassociates and companions? Is it
| not remarkable that he should say to
. Peter, {whose name signified a stone,]
| -lboa art the rock on which I will build
wychurch”? And may we not, from
Peter's writings, gather wAai that rock
wis? Is it not Hope, one of the three
graces above referred to? Does not Pe-
| terhimself make that subject his peculiar
I Wiy? .“For we are. saved by Hope”
says he; “it is an anchor to the soul,.sure
and steadfast,” entering within the veil or
leii. 1s it not remarkable that Jesus
dveils much upon FatZA, another of the
three sisters, making.that topic Ais hobby?
Isitnot remarkable, also, that John, ““that
disciple whom Jesus loved,” should be
the one who not only dwells with pecu-
| liaremphasis, upon Love, but that Jesus
should have said ofhim, “If 1 will that he
tanytill 1 come, what is that to thee?”
The Faith and Hope dispensations per-
form their Respective missions, and then
give place tolhe John, or Love dispensa-
tion, without winch the preceding two
| would be but “tinkling brass and sound-
| mgcyinbaie.” John, or Love, is also the
| fiévelator. 1Love manifests what Peter
| andJames, or Faith and Hope, have be-
I licred in and hoped for. Love, or Chari-
ty is the “bond of perfectness.” It puts
the cap-stone upon the arch of the tem-
ple. Itreveals the Lord the second lime.
It reveals the great truth, (scarcely be-
lieved,) that the Lord’s body is.the saints,
orchurch, and the ZieoiZ of that body is
| tbesynnZ g/’7Ym'/ia?iiZ Low. The Rev-
elation finishes the New Testament re-
cord; Love is likewise the Revelator
which manifests the perfect Man—or
Manhood completed. Love is altogether
| beautiful in her aspect, and irresistibly
I powerful in her character. She not only
“casteth out fear,” but also jealousy, self-
i.-luiess, and all strife as to who shall be
greatest. She clothes man in the robe of
humility, and breathes into him that tol-
erant temper which accords to another
his individual right: to think, act, and
speak independently of all dictation from
his neighbor. She allows the right of
judging, reflecting, reasoning, freely and
iviihoui coercion orrestraint. Under her
benignant rule every man is true to him-
selff and no other wan >eeks io prevent
him from it- Each walks tn his ownpath,
fulfilling the particular office assigned

him) whether it be that ofa hand, a JboZ,
anet/r, oraneye. There is no schism in

the body.
Thus  will iti be w the restitution—

then all things shall reach their true and |

M
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appropriate level, when the rights of far upon yonr patience with my crude
each shall be recognized by all. That and hastily concocted epistle; but I am
wo begin to witness the dawning of this an ardent lover of the glorious cause in
.soul-cheering, day, | atn convinced— which you arc engaged, and that is my
Your littW”mper, in its weekly visits to  only apology, Thatyou may abundantly
its readers; bears the most indubitable prosper in dll things, as | am fully as-
evidence tol'their minds that tin era is sured that you wi.l, is my earnest desire.
opening in.Which we arc to draw purer Lovo to all the friends.

water from+the well than any that we Indissolubly thine,

have hitherto tasted. When a man has Orlando Squires.
found the well in himself, “a well of water
springing up into everlasting life,” there
is no, danger that such a one will ever
again attempt to slake his thirst from the
filthy puddles of sectarianism. The truth
has made him free !

. The Christ of the sects is not the true
«Christ; There was to be a three-fold
.manifestation of his character to perfect
the church, his body. The way, the
'iriitA, and the life. These three periods,
or dispensations, answer to those before
mentioned, 'and are the same as Faith,
mHope, amdi Charily. The two first is as
far as sectarianism goes. They belonged
to the tr¢/ont church, the season of its
childhood,.and are those “childish things”
*Which: ft«ee be dispensed with and
“put away”’’when it “became a man.”
The true,,Christ, now, is the “life,” even
“the life of the world.” The irue Christ
saves, redeems, and exalts man, individ-
ually and collectively, from the labarynth
of fog, error, priestcraft, and mysticism
in which he has been so long enveloped.
The ~"Zwing-EChrist raises man from
the dead. <He renovates, re-organizes,
strengthens; and beautifies the whole so-
cial system. Hie establishes society upon

a correct basis, because the true Christ is ! . y
simply iAe of Justice, Wisdom, People in this State think a man, who

and Love, ColWrtfiheating to and unfold- “1hoj fit ofjealousy,” and
ing in the human understanding a knowl- “Wfib'has been, by a/jury,of his country-
edge of the true system of government, Men, adjudged insane upon the snbject
and-the laws of life eternal. This Christ Of Mesmerism—Isay, ifour citizens think
in man is the only<Redeemer; it is that Such & person asuitable one to enlighten
perfect knowledge of our own being, them on_splrltual subjects_, I shall not
physical and spiritual, which saves us guarrel w_|th them abogtthe.lrtaste. __And
from all. evil [wrong] thinking. The in- ifthey thlnk_such an individual a fit per-
quiry should not be, what did Christ son to exercise an influence over othe_rs,
teach, through Jesus, in his humiliation, they may restassured that I do not desire
eighteen hundred years ago, but what t0 share that influence with them. But
does Christ teach through Jesus, wow? it seemsto me but an act of simple jus-
Jesus, then, was represented by the son tice that all should know th_) _those are
of Mary, a Jew. - But Jesus, now, though that offer to teach us on splrl_tL_JaI sci-
precisely the same Jesus in character and ©Nnce, and what kind of opposition the
essence, is the truth changed from a ngmonlal Philosophy has got to contend
theoretical doctrine into a living prin-  With. Yours, &c.

ciple, reduced lo.practical operation, in
the regulation and government of human
society; Look at the definition of the
words: Jeaus, Qavior—Christ, Anoint-
ed. United, then, Jesus Christ means
that peculiar kind of truth, which, being
raised to Zi/e in the mind and affections
of man, as anointed with power to be his
<av»or from all the evils which have pre-
viously environed him. But enough.—
The knowledge pf these things is one
tiling, but to find theirliving power work-
ing witiiin us, is another.

The articles by S. P. Andrews, in your
paper, | have read with great interest. |
love his spirit. | love also the writings
of W. 8. Courtney, Theodore Parker,
and others; and am also cheered, re-
freshed, and invigorated by the coming
of the “Spirit World,” from week to
week. 1| beg pardon for trespassing so

MangOr, Me., Oct. 3, 1851,
Dear Sir,—In the Spiritual Philoso-
pher [December21,1850,] there is an ac-
count quoted from the “Spirit Messen-
?er,” ot a man who “shot his wife in a
it of jealousyand it is added that he
hai an interview with the spirits, in the
presence of Mrs. Fish, when the spirit of
his murdered wife affirmed his responsi-
bility for that dreadful act. He was tried
in the State of New Jersey, where he
committed the deed, and was acquitted
on the ground of alleged insanity on the
subject of Mesmerism. This same man,
who calls himself “Mr. Spencer,” (thus
omitting his given name, as stated by
one of your correspondents Mesmeric lec-
turers are wont to do,) is now lecturing
in' this place, on Mesmerism and the
“Spiritual Rappings.” He puts forth the
most extravagant assumption in his ad-
vertisements, as to what he will do “to
expose the deceptions of Mesmerism,”
“the mysterious knockings,” &c.; and
tells what a “great. excitement” he has
created in other places, on these sub-
jects!
Now, all I have to say, is, that if the

Civis.

To Keep Apples.—Wipe every ap-
ple dry, with a cloth, and see that no
blemished ones are left among them.—
Have ready a very dry, tight barrel,
and cover the bottom with pebbles.—
These will attract the damp of the apples.
Then put in the fruit; head the barrel;
and plaster the seams with mortar all
around the top. Let the barrel remain
undisturbed in the same place till you
want the apples lor use. Pippins, bell-
flowers, and other apples of the best sort,
may be kept in this way, till July.

The talent of turning men into ridicule
and exposing to laughter those one con-
verses with, is a qualification of little, un-
gerous tempers,
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UNJTY.

ATTRACTION, HARMONY, HEAVEN.

THE BIBLE.

BY THEODORE PARKER.

View it in what light we may, the
Bible is a very surprising phenomenon.
In all Christian lands, this collection of
books is separated from every other,
and called sacral; others are profane.
Science may differ from them, not from
this. Itis deemed a condescension on
the part ofits friends, to show its agree-
ment with Reason. How much has been
written by condescending theologians,
to show the Bible was not inconsistent
with the demonstrations of Newton.
Should a man attempt to re-establish
the .cosmogonies of Hesoid and San-
choniathon, to allegorize the poems of
Anacreon and Theocritus as divines
mystify the Scripture, it would be said
he wasted his oil, and truly.

This collection of books has taken
such a hold on the world as no other.
The literature of Greece, which goes
up like incense from that land of tem-
ples and heroic deeds, has not half the
influence of this book from a nation
alike despised in ancient and modern

times. It is read of a Sabbath in all
the ten thousand pulpits of our land.
In all the temples of Christendom is its
voice lifted up, week by week. The
sun never sets on its gleaming page.—
It goes equally to the cottage of the
plain man and the palace of the king.
It is woven into the literature of the
scholar, and colors the talk of the street.
The bark of the merchant cannot sail
the sea without it; no ship of war can
go to the conflict but the Bible is there.
It enters men’s closets; mingles in the
griefand cheerfulness of life. The af-
fianced maiden prays God in Scripture
for strength in her new duties; men are
married by Scripture. The Bible at-
tends them in their sickness; when the
fever of the world is on them. The
aching head finds a softer pillow when
the Bible lies underneath. The mari-
ner, escaping from shipwreck, clutches
this first of his treasures, and keeps it
sacred to God. It goes with the ped-
lar, in his crowded pack; cheers him
at even-tide, when he sits down dusty
and fatigued; brightens the freshness
of his morning face. It blesses us when
vve are born; gives names to halfChrist- -
endom; rejoices with us; has sympathy
for our mourning; tempers our grief to
finer issues. It is the better part of
our sermons. It lifts man above him-
self; our best of uttered prayers are in
its storied speech, wherewith our fa-
thers and the patriurchs prayed. The
timid man, about awakening from this
dream of life, looks through the glass
of Scripture and his eye grows bright;
he does not fear to stand alone, to tread
the way unknown and distant, to take
tho death-angel by the hand and bid
farewell to wife, and babes, and home.
Men rest on this their dearest hopes.
It tells them of God, and of his blessed
Son; ofearthly duties and of heavenly
rest. Foolish men find it the source of*

THE SPIRIT WORLD.

Plato’s wisdom, and the - science of
Newton, and the art of Raphael. Men
who believe nothing else that is spirit-
ual, believe the Bible all through; with-
out this they would not confess, say
they, even that there was a God.

Now for such effects there must be
an adequate cause. That nothing comes
of nothing is true all the world over.
It is no light thing to hold, with- an
electric chain, a thousand hearts, though
but an hour, beating and bounding with
such fiery speed. What is it, then, to
hold the Christian world, and that for
centuries? Are men fed with chaffand
husks? The authors we reckon great,
whose word is in the newspapers and
the market place, whose articulate
breath now sways the nation’s mind,
will soon pass away, giving place to
other great men of aseason, who in
their turn shall follow them to emi-
nence, and then oblivion. Some thous-
and famous writers come up in this
century, to be forgotten in the next.
But the silver cord of the Bible is not
loosed, Mor its golden bowl broken, as
Time chronicles his tens of centuries
passed by. Has the human race gone
mad? Time sits as a refiner of metal;
the dross is piled in forgotten heaps,
but the pure gold is reserved for use,
passes into the ages, aud.is current a
thousand years hence as well as to-day.
It is only real merit that can long pass
for such. Tinsel will rustin the storms
oflife. False weights aresoon detect-
ed there. It is only a heart that can
speak, deep and true, to a heart; . a
mind to a mind; a soul to a soul; wis-
dom to the wise, and religion to the
pious. There must then be in the Bi-
Ilie, mind, heart and soul, wisdom and
religion. Were it otherwise, how could
millions find it their law-giver, friend,
and prophet? Some of the greatest of
human institutions seem built on the
Bible; such things will not stand on
heaps of chaff, but mountains, of rock.

What is the secret cause of this wide
and deep influence? It must be found
in the Bible itself, and must be ade-
quate to the effect. To answer the
question we must examine the Bible,
and see whence it comes, what it con-
tains, and by what authority it holds its
place. If we look superficially, it is a
collection of books in human language,
from different authors- and times; we
refer it to a place amongst other books
and proceed to examine it as the works
of Homer or Xenophon, But the pop-
ular opinion bids us beware, for we
tread on holy ground. The opinion
commonly expressed by the Protestant
churches is this: The Bible is a mirac-
ulous collection of miraculous books;
every word it contains was written by
a miraculous inspiration from God,
which was so full, complete, and infal-
lible, that the .authors delivered the
truth and nothing but the truth; that
the Bible contains no false statement of
doctrine or fact, but sets forth all reli-
gious and moral truth which man Heeds,
or which it is possible for him to attain,
and no particle oferror; therefore that
the Bible is the only authoritative rule
of religious faith and practice. To

doubt this is reckoned a dangerous er-
ror, if not an unpardonable sin. This
is the supernatural view. Some schol-
ars slyly reject the divine authority of
the OIld Testament. Others reject it
openly, but cling as strongly as ever to
the New. Some make a distinction
between the genuine and spurious
books of the New Testament; thus
there is a difference in the less or more
of an inspired and miraculous canon.
The modern Unitarians have perhaps
reduced the Scripture to its lowest
terms. But Protestants, in general, in
America, agree that in whole or in part
the Bible is an infallible and exclusive
standard of religious and inoral truth.

TAe Bible is master to the Soul; supe-
rior to Reason; truer than Conscience;
greater and more trustworthy .than the
religious sentiment.  Accordingly, with
strict logical consistency, a peculiar
method is used both in the criticism and
interpretation of the Bible; such as
men apply to no other ancient docu-
ments. A deference is paid to it whol-
ly independent of its intrinsic merit.
It is pre-supposed that each book with-
in the lids of the Bible has an absolute
right to be there, and each sentence or
word therein is infallibly true. Reason
has nothing to do in the premises, hut
accept the written statement of “‘the
Word;” the duty of belief is just the
same, whether the Word contradict
Reason ami Conscience, or agrees with
them.

. Now this opinion about the Bible is
true, or not true. Iftrue, it is capable
of proof, at least of being shown to be
probable. .Now there'are but_four
possible ways of - establishing the fact,
namely:

1. By the authority of the Churches,
which haxfc either a miraculous inspi-
ration, or a miraculous tradition, to
prove the alleged infallibility of the
Bible. But the churches are not agreed
on this point. 'l he Roman church very
stoutly denies the fact, arid besides, the
Protestants deny the authority of the
Romanchurch.

2. By the direct testimony of God
in our Consciousness, assuring us of
the miraculous infallibility of the Bible.
This would be, at the best, one miracle
to prove another, which is not logical.
The proof is only subjective, wad is as
valuable to prove the divinity of the
Koran, the Shaster, and the Book of
Mormon, as that of the Jewish and
Christian Scriptures. It is the argu-
ment of the superstitious and enthusi-
astical.

3. By the fact that the Bible claims
this divine infallibility. This is rea-
soning in a circle, though it is the
method commonly relied on by Christ-
ians. 1t will prove as well the divinity
of any imposter who claims it.

4. By an examination of the con-
tents ofthe Bible, and the external his-
tory of its origin. To proceed in this
way, we must ask, Are all its state-
ments infallibly true? But to ask this
question pre-supposes the standard-
measure is in ourselves, not in the Bi-
ble; so at the utmost the Book can be
no more infallible, and have no more



| verity, than Reaeon and the moral

| fe  hrwhich we.try it. A single

| arke condemns its infallibility, and

| Curseits divinity. But the case is

llworse.  After the truth of a book

~miide out, before a work in human

| uflrttfe, like other books, can be re-

| {aGod as itauthor, one of two

- ikinrs must he shown: either that its

, Maiucould not have comefrom man,

urilben it follows by implication that

| came from God; or that at a

| fn-ria time and place, God did mirac-

' tWYy reveal the contents of the book.

y0*itis a notorious fact, first, that it

bas not been, and cannot be proved,

tont every statement in the Bible is

. true; orsecondly, that its contents, such

| asthey are, could not have proceeded

| faun man, under the ordinary influence

| ofGod; or’’finally, that any one book or

j ironl ofthe Bible was miraculously re-

| veiled to man: In the absence of proof

| forany one ofthese three points, it has

been found a more convenient way to

assume the truth of them all, and avoid

troublesome questions.

| baying aside all prejudices, if we

look into the' Bible in a general way,

as into other books, we find facts which

forcethechnelusion upon us, that the

Bible is a human work, as much as the

| Principia of Newton or Descartes.—

Some things are bea'utiful'aud true, but

others, no man; in his reason, can ac-

cept Here are the works of various

writers, from the eleventh century be-

fore to the second century after-Christ,

itmay be, thrown capriciously together,

J and unitevL X>v no common tie but lhe

| lids of the bookbinder. Here are two

| forms of religion, which differ widely,

set forth and enforced by miracles; the

one ritual and formal, the other actual

and spiritual; the one the religion of

| Fear, the other of Love; one finite, and

resting entirely on the special revela-

tion made to Moses, the other absolute

| and based oil the universal revelation

of God, who enlightens all that come

into the world; one offers only earthly

recompense, lhe other makes immor-

tality a motive to a divine life; one

compels men, the other invites them.

One half the Bible repeals the other

half, the Gospel annihilates the Law;

the apostles take the place of the pro-

phets,and go higher up. If Christian-

ity and Judaism be not the same thing,

there must be hostility between the Old

Testament and lhe New Testament,

for the Jewish form claims to be eter-

nal. To an unprejudiced man this

hostility is very obvious. It may, in-

deed; be said Christianity came not to

destroy the Law and the Prophets, but

to fulfil them, and lhe answer is plain,
their fulfilment was their destruction.

If we look at the Bible as a whole,

we find numerous contradictions; con-

flicting histories which no skill can re-

concile with themselves or with facts;

Poems which the Christians have

agreed to take as histories, but which

lead only to confusion on that hypothe-

sis- prophecies that have never been

fulfilled, and from the nature of things

never can be. I We find stories of inir-
acles which coadd not have happened;

accounts W-ljich represent the laws of
nature completely transformed, as in
fuiry-land, t6 trust the talcs of the old
roniiu cers; stories that make God a
man of way, cruel, capricious, revenge-
ful, hateful, and not to be trusted.—
We find n'inatory songs, selfish pro-
verbs, skeptical discourses, and lhe
most ayvful’imprecations human fancy
ever clothed in speech. Connected
with these are lofty thoughts of nature,
Man, and God; devotion touching and
beajutiful, and a most reverent faith.—
Here are .Works whose authors are
known; others of which the author,
age, and country are alike forgotten.—

. Genuine and spurious works, religious

and not religious, are strangely mixed.
But the subject demands a more minute
and detailed examination in each of its'
main parts.

SCIEWCE OF 'SOCIETY.
S. P. ANDREWS.
Suppose; the intercourse of the parlor

to be regulated by specific legislation.
‘Let the time which each gentleman

form of interest, and places it freely nt
the disposal of those who will preserve
and administer it best, upon' the sole
condition of returning it unimpaired,
but without augmentation, at the ap-
propriate tittie, to its legitimate owners.
A glance at the functions which gov-
ernment actually performs, and the spe-
cific tendencies which society now ex-
hibits in relation to those functions, will
confirm the statement that all or most
of the combined interests of society will
be finally disintegrated and committed
to individual hands. It is one of the
acknowledged functions of government,
until now, to regulate commerce. But
as we have already seen, the spirit of
of the age demands that government
shall let commerce alone. In this
country an important Bureau of the
Executive Department of government,
is the Land Office. But the public do-
main is, we have seen, already de-
manded by the people, and the Land
Office will have to be dispensed with.
The Army and Navy refer to a state of
international relations of which every

shall be allowed to speak to each lady,] thing begins to prognosticate the final -

be fixed by Taw; the position in which] extinction.

The universal extension of

thgy should, sit or stand be precisely] commerce and intercommunication, by
regulated; the subjects which they shalll means of steam navigation, railroads,
lie allowed .to speak of, and the tone of and the magnetic telegraph, together
voice and accompanying gestures with  with the general progress, of enlighten-
which each may be treated, carefully ment, are rapidly obliterating natural
defined, all tinder pretext of preventing boundaries, and blending the human

disorder and encroachment upon each
'eother’s privileges and rights; and can
anything betconceived better calculated

family into one.

[In this way Mr. Andrews proceeds

oranore certain to convert social inter- | to extinguish, one after another, all the

course into intolerable slavery and

Hopeless copJnstojj ?
It is precisely in this manner that mu-

nicipal legislation interferes with and

prevents the natural organization of
society. Mankind legislate themselves

into confusion by their effort to escape

it. Still, a state 6fjapciety may perhaps

be conceived, so low in social develop-

ment that even th'e intercourse of the

parlor could not be prudently indulged

without a rigid code of deportment, and
the presence of half a dozen bailiffs to
-preserve order. | will notdeny, there-
fore, that government in municipal af-
fairs is, in lik».manner, a temporary
necessity of undeveloped society.—
What | affirm is, that along with,
and precisely in proportion to the
social advancement of a people, that
necessity ceases, so far as concerns the
first of the causes of government re-
ferred to—the”necessity for restraining
encroachments.

The second demand for government
is to manage the combined interests of
society. (Butcombined or amalgamated
interests of all sorts are opposed to In-
dividuality. The Individuality of in-
terests should be as absolute as that of
persons. Hence the number and ex-
tent of combined interests will be re-
duced with every step in the genuine
progress of mankind. The cost princi-
ple will furnish in its operation the
means of conducting the largest human
enterprises, under individual guidance
and control. It strips capital of its in-,
iquitous privilege of oppressing labor
by earning an income of its own, in the

constitutional forms of government, and.

[tojlemopst¢itevjie actual tendency to

such a result by the decrease of respect
for politics and political men. So
much for demolition. He finally comes

to the re-construction, thus:—]

But what then? Have we arrived at
thevupshot of the whole matter when
we have, in imagination, swept all the
actual forms of government out of, ex-
istence? Is human society, in its ma-
ture and normal condition, to be a mere
aggregation of men and women, stand-
ing upon the Unrelieved dead level of
universal; equality? Is there to be no
homage, no rank, no honors, no tran-
scendent influence, no power, in fine,
exerted by one man over his fellow
men? Will there be nothing substan-
tially corresponding to, and specifically
substituted for, what is now known
among men as Human Government?

+ This is a question to which we are
finally conducted by the current of our

investigations,and to this question | con-
ceive the answer to bo properly affirma-
tive. Had | notbelieved so, there would
have been no propriety in the title,
“The True Constitution of Govern-
ment,” under which | announced this
discourse. It might be thought by
some a sufficient answer to the ques-
tion, that principles, not men, will then
constitute the government of mankind.

So vague a statement, however, does

not give complete satisfaction to the

inquiring mind, nor does it meet the
interrgoatory in all its varying forms.
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We wish to know what will be the posi-
tions, relatively to each other, into which
men will be naturally thrown by the op-
eration of that perfect liberty which will
result from the prevalence or toleration
ofuniversal Individuality. We desire to
know this especially, now', with reference
to that class of the mutual relations of
men which will correspond most exactly
to the relations of the governors and the
governed.

Negatively,- it is certain that in such a
state ofsociety as that which we are now
contemplating, no influence will be toler-
ated, in the place of Government, which
is maintained or exerted by force in any,
even the subtlest, forms of involuntary
compulsion. But there is still a sense in
which men are said to exert power—a
sense in which the wills ofthe governor
and the governed concur, and blend and
harmonize with each other. Itis in such
a sense as this, that the great orator is
said to control the minds of his auditory,
or that some matchless queen of song
sways an irresistible influence over the
hearts of men. When mankind gradu-
ate out of the period of brute force, that
man will be the greatest hero and con-
queror who levies the heaviest tribute of
homage by excellence'of achievement in
any department of human performance.
The avenues to distinction will not be
then, as now, open only to the few.
Each individual' will truly govern the
minds, and hearts, and conduct of others.
Those who have the most power to im-
press themselves upon the community in
which they live, will govern in larger, and
those who have less will govern in small-
er’sgheres. .

# # #

A superficial observer mightjudge that

there was more prosperity and power in a
petty principality of Germany than there
is in the United States of America, be-
cause he sees more pomp and magnifi-
cence surrounding the court of a puppet
prince, whom men call the ruler of that
people. No one but an equally superfi-
cial observer, will mistake the phantom,
called Government, which resides in the
Halls and Departments at Washington—
the mere ghost of what such a govern-
ment once was, in its palmy days of des-
potism—for a nearer approximation to the
true organization of Government, than
that natural arrangement of society which
divides and distributes the functions of
governing into ten thousand Depastments
and Bureaus at the homes, in the work-
shops, and at the universities of the peo-
ple.

If that trumpery Government be called
such, because it performs important pub-
lic functions, then have we distinguished
private individuals among us who are al-
ready pre-eminently more truly Gover-
nors than they. If the concern at Wash-
ington is legitimately denominated a
Government of the people, because it
controls and regulates a Post Office De-
partment, for example, then are the Ham-
dens and Adamses Governors too, for they
control and regulate a Package Express
Department, which is a greater and more
difficult thing. They carry bigger bun-
dles, and carry them farther, and deliver
them with more regularity and despatch.

It is stated, upon authority which I pre-
sume to be reliable, that Adams & Co.’s
Express is the most extensive organiza-
tion of any sortin the world—that it is, in
fact,, absolutely world-wide ; and yet it is
strictly an individual concern. As an in-
stance of the superiority of administration
in the private enterprise over the national
combination, | was myself at Washing-
ton during the last winter, when the mails
were interrupted by the breaking up ofa
railroad bridge between Baltimore and
Philadelphia, and when, for nearly two
weeks, the newspapers of the Commercial
Metropolis were regularly delayed, one
whole day, on their way to the Political
Metropolis of the country, while the same
papers come regularly and' promptly
through every day by the private express.
Thel-present members of Congress, and
Cabinet Ministers, even the Postmaster
General himself, was regularly served
with the news by the enterprise of a pri-
vate individual, who performed one of the
functions of the Government, in opposi-
tion to the Government, and better than
the Government, levying tribute upon the
very functionary of the Government who
was elected, consecrated, and anointed
for the performance of that identical func-
tion. Who, then, was the true'Governor
and Cabinet Minister, the Post Master
General, who was daily dispatching mes-
sengers to rectify the irregularity, and is-
suing bulletins to explain and apologize
for it, or the Adams Express man, who
conquered the difficulty, and served the
public, when the so-called - Government
failed to do it-? The fault is, that the
Government goes by rule, pre-ordained in
the-form oflaw, and consequently has no
capacity for adapting itselfto the Individ-
uality of an unforseen contingency. It
has not the Individual deciding power
and prompitude of action which are abso-
lutely necessary for such occasions.

Every man ought to aim at eminence,
not by pulling others down, but by ra’s-
ing himself.

MISCELLANEOQUS.

SCIENCE, EDUCATION, HEALTH.

TRUTH.
BY BEN JONSON.

“Upon her head she wears a crown of stars,

Through which her orient hair waves to her
waist,

By which believing mortals hold her fast,

And in those golden cords are carried even

Till with her breath she blows them up to
heaven.

She wears a robe enchased with eagles’ eyes,

To signify her sight in mysteries:

Upon each shoulder sits a milk-white dove,

And at her feet do witty serpents move;

Her spacious arms do reach from east to west,

And you may see her heart shine through her
breast,

On her coach-wheels Hypocrisy lies racked;

And squint-eyed Slander, with Vain-glory
backed.

Her bright eyes turn to dust, inwhich shines
Fate:

An angel ushers her triumphant gate, [gait?]

Whilst -with her fingers fans of stars she
twists,

And with them beats back Error, clad in
mists.”

THE SPIRIT WORLD.

PARA, ON THE AMAZON.

The Priests and Priestcraft—
The chief executive of the province is
termed a “ Presidente,” and receives his
appointment direct from the emperor. In
the selection of officials no regard what-
ever is paid to color. The presidente
himself was a woolly-headed mulatto, and
not only that, but he was reputed to be
the son of a padre; and, as the padres
are excluded from matrimony by the stat-
utes, his genealogy certainly cannot be
of the most honorable character. All are
obliged to do military duty at Para; none
are exempted from this service but padres
and slaves; and, as the duty is very on-
erous, it becomes quite desirable to as-
sume the garb of a priest. Consequently,
it is not so much to be wondered at that
the number of these “pious and highly-
favored individuals” in the city alone
amounts to several hundreds.

“ But how, under heaven, do so many
of them earn a livelihood ?” methinks |
hear the reader exclaim. This, doubt-
less, would be difficult indeed, in such a
heathen community, by the practice of
the principles of religion and virtue alone.
To tell the truth, they do not eam their
living by the practice, but by the *“ prac-
tices ” of their profession. Superstition
aids them in the imposition by which
they ensnare the unsuspecting .natives,
and wring from them the earnings of
their industry and labor.

The most profitable branch of their
profession is that of consecrating small
stones, shells, and other articles of tri-
fling value, and then vending them to the
natives at enormous sums, as sovereign
echarms against certain diseases or evil
spirits. We noticed that every black or
Indian we encountered in the streets had
more or less'of these baubles strung about
his neck. Even Chico, our invaluable
cook at Nazere, had at least a dozen of
them, for which he had paid as many dol-
lars, and sincerely believed in their pow-
er of warding off the different evils for
which they were severally intended.—
\Whenever one of these ““holy trifles” is
found in the streets, it is carried immedi-
ately by the finder to one of the churches,
and there suspended on a certain door,
where the original owner may, in his
search, recover it again.

Tapioca—A milk-white substance is
deposited by the juice of the mandioca
root, which, being collected, and hardened
by exposure to the sun, constitutes the
article so well known as tapioca, from
which such wholesome and delicious pud-
dings are made. So very poisonous is
the root in its natural state, that it has
been found to occasion death in afew

minutes, when administered experiment-
ally to animals, and it is said that the
natives used it with great effect, many
years ago, in destroying their Spanish
persecutors. It has been ascertained, by
dissection, that this poison operates by
means of the nervous system, producing
immediate convulsion and exquisite tor-
ments, as soon as it is introduced into the
stomach. In some instances it has been
used in the execution of criminals, in
which cases death invariably ensued with-
in from five to ten minutes after its imbi-
bition. The fatal principle appears to



Drkadfui» Accident in the Coun-
ty of AntiOm, lreland.—Belfast pa-
pers contain «Lecounte of a fearful disaster
by which tho lives of three persons were

lost, twenty-sdx persons badly (some of
them, it fcjrfeared, fatally,) injured by

fractured limbs, and upwards of forty oth-
that a single acre of land planted with ers more or less hurt by external or inter-
Ihe mandioca root, will afford nourish- nal -contusions. The sad event occurred
ment to more persons than six acres of on the evening of Monday last, in the old
wheat, planted in the same manner, and paper mill adjoining the town of Bally-
my own observation fully justifies this as- ¢lare, in the county of Antrim, in conse-
sertion. Concerning the value of this quence of the giving way of the flooring
plant, Southey remarks with truth, that of a large loft, in which upwards of five
“ifCeres deserved a place in the myth- hundred persons were assembled, for the
ology of Greece, far more might the dei- purpose of hearing a lecture on Electro-
fication of that person have been expect- Biology.

ed who instructed his fellows in the use \, |f this terrible accident should tend to

ofmandiocalv Y. E. Post. ) A

put a stop to the presentation of the mis-
erable trash that is often set forth under
the name' of JiE/ech-0-Biology, it could
scarcely be lamented that such a catas-
trophe had occurred. For surely there is
ignorance enough in Ireland, without
adding to thbshperstitions of that people
the silly notions that have prevailed in
this country about the “zinc and copper.”

«d in certain gases, which are dissipat-
ffhrheat This is conclusively proved,
£L?the harmlessness and highly nutri-
tious properties of the farina when the

| pieces of its manufacture has been com-

~Oas been stated, on good authority,

THE WORLD'S WORKSHOP.

The exports of the produce and manu-
factures. of England and lIreland in the
year 1849, amounted in the aggregate, to
£53,596,026—say $300,000,000. These
exports were taken by 48 different coun-
tries; and, reader,” what country do you
suppose proved to be the largest customer
to the great work-shop ? Would you
nippose it was a country having thirty
States, some single ones of which are

than England, and-many of them
abounding in all the elements for produc-
ing/Mlexe rery nuznu/ac/«res and produce,
except her cheap, down-trodden labor 1
res, to our shame be it said, it is but too
true—we are her largest customer for

Again.—Mrs. Swisshelm, the profound,
philosophical, refined, and dignified editor
of the Pittsburg Saturday Visitor, says of
the “spirit rapping” mediums:

“These worthies have been completely

such things,
To France she exported, £1,951,269
Russia, 1,572,592

Russia BagPrance united”™ ... 3,523,861
Bnti'hcFossesBions in North

America, >K 2,280,364
5,804,225
British West Indies, 1,821,146

foreign West India Islands,

Cuba, &c. 1,441,212
China, 1,537,108
Total, 10,603,692

To the United States, £11,971,029

Thus itis seen that we, with all our
boundless dapadbiities for preducing—all
she sends us, take from her six millions
eight hundred and thirty-six thousand
six hundred and eighty dollars more of
her produce and manufactures than all
France, Russia, her own possessions in
«forth America, her own and all other
lies! India islands, including Cuba, and
China; all united! Is it any wonder
that the Edingburg Review should call
usa “colony of. Great Britain in a ma-
tured stale ¥ Truly, let us say again—
we are a wonderfully wise and provident
people | But, reader, why is it that we
are such good customers to her? Be-
cause our partial enjoyment of protection
has given us capacity to consume. Had
we continued to enjoy the sort of unlim-
ited free trade with her that her Canada
does exchanging our hand-made products

against her products made by machinery
—like Canada we should have been en-
ervated and impoverished. Let us all,
then, join die free trade leagoe—that is,
«ll.A would put us on alevel with Can-

id» =PW oun<r Jinet/’

silenced in .Cincinnati, just as we said
they couldi1be silenced, by a committee
of ladies taking charge of their feet and
knees.””. \-

Dew~te.ll us, if.-you Aid really say so!.

Why, you've said a thousand things about
them, just as silly antfjust as far from the
truth. v

A writer in the Cincinnati Nonpareil,
speaking of that investigation, says, “One
of the Committee of .ladies positively de-
clares that the knee and ankle joints of
the medium being held, rappings were
heard, the sentence “We love you,”
rapped out, no motion of these, joints be-
ing perceptible or sensible. The report
of 'the committee- also sets forth that
sounds accompanying a quick march
played upon the piano, were produced,
which were in perfect harmony with the
music, thefeet of the media being exposed,
and closely scrutinized, and no motion be-
ing perceptible. The secretary of the
committee, a gentleman of high literary
and scientific attainments, reported to the
audience, that while sitting upon a music
stool, it was felt by him sensibly to vi-
brate—the media not being in contact
with it.”

Mrs. S. has never been honest enough
to publish more than one side of this sub-
ject, and she has had them “completely
silenced” at least a dozen times.—Provi-

dence Mirror.

Men, contrary to iron, are worse to be
wrought upon when they are hot; and
are fur more tractable in cold blood.

A consoling friend is the greatest ene-
my in sorrow. We generally wake up
sorrow by asking if it is not asleep now.

TURNING T1IE GRINDSTONE.

When | was a little boy, I remember
one cold winter’'s morning | was accosted
by a smiling man with an ane on his
shoulder:

““My pretty boy,” said he, ““has your
father a grindstone ?”

“Yes, sir,” said L

“Yott are a fine little'fellow,” said he;
“will you let me grind my axe on it?”

Pleased with his compliment of “ fine
little fellow,” ““O yes, sir,” | answered,
“ it is down in the shop.”

““And will you, my man,” said he pat-
ting me on the head, “get a little hot
water ?”

How could I refuse?
brought a kettleful.

““How old are yon, and what's your
name?” continued he, without waiting
for areply; “1 am sure you are one of
the finest fellows that ever I have seen;
will you just turn a few minutes for me?”

Tickled with the flattery, like a fool 1
went to work, and bitterly did | rue the
day. Itwas anew axe, and I toiled and
tugged till I was almost tired to death.
The school-bell rang, and I could notget
away; my hands were blistered, and itwas
not halfground. At length, however, the
axe was sharpened, and the man turned
to me with,

“Now, you little rascal, you've played
the truant; scud to school, or you'll rue
it.”

Alas! thought I, it was hard enough
to turn a grindstone this cold day, but
now to be called a little rascal was too
much. It sank deep in my mind, and.
often have 1 thought of it since. When
I see a merchant over-polite to his cus-
?tomers—begging ofvffiem to take a little
brandy, and throwing his goods on the
counter—thinks I, that man has an axe to
grind. When | see a man flattering the
people, making great professions of at-
tachment to liberty, who is in private life
a tyrant, methinks, look out, good peo-
ple, that fellow would set you turning
grindstones. When | see a man hoisted
into office by party spirit, without a sin-
gle qualification to render him either re-
spectable or useful, alas! methinks, de-
luded people, you are doomed for a sea-
son to turn the grindstone for a booby.

I ran and soon

A Noble Boy—A boy was once
tempted by some of his companions to
pluck ripe cherries from a tree which his
father had forbidden him to touch.

“You need not he afraid,” said one of
his companions, “for ifyour father should
find out that you had them, he is so kind
that he would not hurt you.”

“ That is the very reason,” replied the
boy, “why I would not touch them. It
is true, my father would not hurt me;
yet my disobedience | know would hurt
my father, and that would be worse to
me than anything else.”

A boy who grows up with such princi-
ples, will be a man, in tho best sense of
the word. It betrays a regard for recti-
tude that would render him trustworthy
under every trial.

He that pays beforehand is served be-
hindhand.
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Instantaneous Phonetic Images.—
An account of the following interesting
experiment, made at the Royal Institu-
tion, a few weeks ago, by H. F. Talbot,
Esq., has been presented to the Royal
Society, and to the Jicadonit des Sciences
at Paris:

“It has long been a desideratum in
photographic science to obtain a truly in-
stantaneous portrait of a body in rapid
motion. Some experimenteis have, in-
deed, published what they call ‘instan-
taneous process:’ but it will readily be
understood that this is merely a phrase
expressive of rapidity; and that such
processes do not, in fact, give distinct
images of bodies moving swiftly Across
the field of view.

A photographic process recently in-
vented by Mr. Talbot having appeared to
him to exceed in sensibility any other
with which he was acquainted, he re-
solved to try whether it were possible to
obtain, by means of it, an instantaneous
image. The experiment was tried at the
Royal Institution, and proved successful.
The arrangements adopted were as fol-
lows:

A printed paper was fixed upon the
surface of a wheel. A camera was care-
fully adjusted to give a correct image of
this wheel. The room was then dark-
ened, and aveiy sensitive plate was placed
in the camera—the wheel was turned
by a handle until it acquired a great ve-
locity—the greatest, in fact, which could
be givento it. Atthis moment the cam-
erawas opened, and a powerful electric
battery was discharged in front of the
wheel, illuminating it with a sudden flash
of brilliant light,, The sensitive plate
was then taken out of the camera, and
the image was developed. The. plate
was found to contain an image of the
words printed on the paper, and it was
remarkable to observe that there was no
indistinctness of outline in them, not-
withstanding the rapid motion of the
wheel.

The valuable uses to which this novel
fact in Photography can be applied, are
too obvious to require to be specially
pointed out. It will only be necessary
for -photographers to devise convenient
and easy methods of obtaining the elec-
tric spark and throwing it on the object,
and we shall be able to arrestand em-
body the most fugitive phenomena which
present themselves to the eye.

Athenaeum.

Much of what a man tells you in the
hour of affliction, in sudden anger, or in
any outpouring of the heart, should be
secret In his craving for sympathy he
has spoken to you as his own soul.

In love, in friendship, the dream of sen-
timent is extinguished the moment we
utter a word which it lias been necessary
to calculate or consider before it has been
pronounced.

The most disagreeable two-legged an-
imal is a little great man, and the next
a little great man’s factotum and friend.

Temptations are a file which rubs off
much of the rust of self-confidence.

No wonder that we love disguised flat-
tery, when we love it even when it is
known.

the spirit world

Curious Statistics of London.—
If the streets of London were put together
they Would extend 3,000 miles in length;
the main thoroughfares are traversed by
3,000 omnibuses and 3,500 cabs, employ-
ing 40,000 horses. In 1849 the metrop-
olis alone consumed 1,600,000 quarters of
wheat, 240,000 bullocks, 1,700,000 sheep,
28,000 calves, and 48,000 pigs. One
market alone supplied 4,024,400 head
of game. London, the same vyear, ate
3,000,000 salmon, which were washed
down by 43.200,000 gallons of porter
and ale, 2,000,000 gallons of spirits, and
65.000 pipes of wine. Thirteen thousand
cows are yearly required for London
milk, and, reckoning two gallons a day
from every cow, we have here 72,000
gallons of ““London peculiar” consumed,
if not enjoyed, by London inhabitants.
Three hundred and sixty thousand gas
lights fringe the streets. London arterial
or water system supplies the enormous
quantity of 44,383,328 gallons per day; a
thousand sails are employed bringing an-
nually to London, 3,000,000 tons of coal;
and to clothe and wait upon London’s
people we have no fewer than 23,517
tailors, 27,579 boot makers’, 40,000 mil-
liners and dress makers, and 168,700 do-
mestic servants.—-Ex. paper.

J. DAVIS'S NEW WORK.—BELA

e MARSH, No. 25 Cornhill, has for sale,

he Great Harmonia, being a Philosophical

Revelation of the Natural, Spiritual, and Ce-

lestial Universe. By Andrew Jackson Dauvis,

author of “The Principles of Nature, her Di-
vine Revelation, and a Voice to Mankind.”

Spontaneous and profound questions are
living representatives of internal desires; but
to obtain and eng'loy those pure and beautiful
responses, which' are Mintrinsically-elevating
and eternal, the inquirer should consult, not
superficial and popular authorities, but the
everlasting and unchanging teachings of Na-
ture, Reason, and Intuition.

Vol. Il.—The Teacher—Contents: My
Early Experience; My Preacher and his
Church; The True Reformer; Philosophy of
CharitylIndividual and Social Culture; The
Mission of Woman; The True Marriage;
Moral Freedom; Philosophy of Immortality;
The Spirit's Destiny; Concernin? the Deity.

Price £1.00. Orders respectfully solicited.

Also, for sale as above, all the other works
of the same author.”- tf—augl6

OOKOF HEALTH: With Practica

Remarks on Diet, Bathing, Clothing,
Air, Sight, Sleep, Exercise, the Influence of
different Occupations on Health; Infancy,
Parentage, Old Age, Causes of Ill Health,
Evils of Drugging, the Water-Cure, &c. &c.

By La Roy Sunderland. For sale at this
Office, andtby B. MARSH, 25 Cornhill. Also
by FOWLER & WELLS, New York. *2
cents single; 62[1 cents per dozen. tf

ATHETISM: Man, considered in respect
to his Form, Life, Spirit. An Essay to-
ward a correct Theory of the Mind, with Di-
rections for Demonstrating its Truthfulness.
By LaRoy Sunderland. 25 ‘cents single; £10
per hundred. For sale at this office, anti by
BELA MARSH, 25 Comhill, Boston. Also
by FOWLER & WELLS, 131 Nassau street
New York.

JOLYGLOTT BIBLE. In four 12mo.
J volumes—«Bebrew, Greek, Latin, and
rench, each volume interleaved with the
English. Known as Bagster's Polyglott.—
Cost $45.50. Will be sold for £15. For sale
at this office.

ETTER PAPER—-Prepared expressly

for those who write to their friends on

Spiritual Manifestations,
For sale at this office.

25 cents per quire.

PROSPECTUS—THIRD VOLUME.

THE

SPIRIT WORLD,

Published Weekly, at No. 28 Eliot St., Boston,
Mass., at  “per Volume, in advance.

Devoted to the Exposition of all questions

respecting
SPIRITS,

and the Future Pkockession of the Human
Race. It contains Communications produced
by Audible Responses from those who have
departed this Life, concerning

DEATH, IMMORTALITY,

and their inter-communion with mortals; to-
gether with authentic Records of the new
and wonderful

Spiritual Manifestations,

now in the process of development all over
the world.

Unpledged to Sectarian or Traditional Pog”
mas In Theology, Philosophg, or JSciente, It
acknowledges no authority but

SUPERIOR WISDOM.
The Scope of its Mission is
UNIVERSAL HARMONY,

and the means of. its fulfilment, the unre-
stricted diffusion of Goodness, Justice, and
2'rwili.

Terms to Clubs.—When sent to one Ad-
dress, and paid in advance—Six volumes, $5;
Twelve volumes, £9; Twenty-five volumes,
£15; (and upwards in the same proportion.)
On these terms, any one is atliberty to actas
an “Agent” for this paper.

. N. B.—Thepostage on aU Letters to this Of-
fice must bepme-paid.

persons, men and especially intelligent

men interested in the elevation of their sex

—is-challenged to the examination of thenew

prmcipTes~ofthe- Science of Society, as devel-
oped in the following works:

Equitable Commerce: A New Development
of Principles for the Harmonious Adjustment
and Reé;ulation of the Pecuniary, Intellect-
ual, and Moral Intercourse of Mankind, pro-
posed as Elements of New Society. By Jo-
siah Warren. 63 pages Svo. Price 25 cents.

The Science of Society, No. 1.—The True
Constitution of Government in the Sovereign-
ty 6f the Individual, as the Final Develop-
ment of Protestantism, Democracy, and So-
cialism. By StephenPearl Andrews. 70
pages, 12mo. Price, 20 cents.

The Science of Society, No. 2—Cost, the
Limit of Price. A Scientific Measure of Hon-
esty in Trade, as one of the Fundamental
Principles in the Solution of the Social Pro-
blem. By Stephen Pearl Andrews. 214
pages. Price 50 cents.

The above works contain the announcement
and exposition of certain new, simple, and
fundamental principles of Society, which are
inclusive of all the improvements of social
condition which are aimed at by Land Re-
formers, the advocates of Women'’s Rights,
Anti-Slavery men, Anti-Renters, Currency
and Finance Reformers, Industrial Reform-
ers, and Socialists—but without Communism,
Association, or any arrangement infringing
upon the freedom of the Individual, or the
separate ownership and administration of
property.

Published and for sale by WILLIAM J.
BANER, No. 201 William street,New York;
by BELA MARSH, No. 25 Cornhill; and at
No. 28 Eliot street, Boston.

O REFORMERS.—The attention of all
|
g

those who write on Spiritual subjects.
r sale at this Office.
hundred.

£nvelo es—Beautifully printed, for
0

Price 25 cents per

Bazin & Chandler, Printers, 37 Comhill, Boston.



