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Relation of the Spiritual to the Natural World.
,  BY W . S. CO U RTNEY.

The body is perpetually magnetized by 
the spirit, the latter being positive and the 
former negative. Thus is the body the 
instrument of the spirit, and is used by it 
daily, hourly, and momentarily, as a 
means or condition of its existence in the 
material world. It is the material expo
nent of the spirit—the vehicle or imple
ment of its actions, doings, & « in  this 
outer sphere. Through it the spirit loves 
and hates, talks, walks, hears, sees, tastes, 
touches, smells, &c.; and through, and 
by its means, are all the faculties, capa
cities, propensities, &c., of the spirit, ex
ercised, educated, and ultimated in this 
world. Of itself, the body is a corpse— 
cold and lifeless, and whatever is not of 
the corpse is of the spirit—“the spirit is 
the very man himself, who thinks and 
who lusts, who desires and is affected, 
has appetites and cupidities.” It is the 
spirit that vivifies and enlivens the corpse 
and makes it a walking, talking, thinking, 
and doing agency. The body is, there
fore, entirely passive to all the activities 
of the indwelling spirit. It has nothing, 
and does nothing, of itself. It has no evil 
purposes, propensities, or lusts ; nor has 
it any good and benevolent designs and 
love*. AH are of the spirit, and from  the 
spirit, acting upon and through the body.

JSow, the material world stands in the 
same relation to the spiritual world, os 
the body does u> the spirit. The former 
is entirely passive or negative to, and is 
perpetually m agnet,^  b tho ,alter 
which is adive and 7 Without 
the spiritual world, the material world 
would be a corpse, without th« j(;agt v:ta]_ 
ity or activity. The material Wor]j j 
but the instrument of the spiritual wori,j 
the ultimate vehicle of its operations ■, un(j 
the whole mundane economy is carri^j 
forward by, and in exact obedience to, 
the spiritual economy, between which 
there is entire and commensurate corres
pondence—just as the effect determines

the adequacy of the cause, and nothing 
more; and the adequacy of the cause 
speaks the fulness and completeness of 
the effect, and nothing more.

Moffiover, Pfflitive and Negative, i. e. 
Cause and Effect, or Divine Providence 
or “Heavenly Order,” pervade the uni
verse I  and the next sphere of being in 
accordance with this law or order be
comes, in its turn, negative, and passive 
to a sffll h f f ljr  world of being, positive 
and active to it, &<S&c., until we reach 
the only life-glVing and life-sustaining 
Power in the universe, the Great Positive 
Mind, God—the Magnet of the Universe, 
the Essential Divine Love and Wis
dom, which propagates itself through all 
spheres and planes of existence, and 
through and in all forms and order unto 
the ultimates of creation, disclosing, re
vealing, and declaring, and representing 
Himself in all things, from the violet’s 
pollen or the insect’s wing to the wis
dom of the archangel. But the spiritual 
spheres proximate to ours, and by which 
ours is governed and controlled or mag
netized, is the one that most engages our 
attention now ; and to illustrate this gen
eral Pathematic or sympathetic rapport, 
we must descend to. particulars. Each 
one and all of us are en rapport with 
spirits. As our bodies are attracted and 
held to earth, &c., by the laws of gravita
tion, so our spirits are held and bound to 
the spiritual sphere by the attractive affin
ities of our associate spirits. In this way 
the spheres touch each other, and are 
connected; all our thoughts and affec
tions are prompted by our guardian or as
sociate spirits, however they may appear 
to be the spontaneous results of our own 
moral and mental organism—they appear 
to be our own, and we to be responsible 
for them ; but they are, nevertheless, in
fluent into, or prompted by our attendant 
spirits, of like quality with ourselves, just 
as the magnetizer, when en rapport with 
his subject, transfuses his thoughts and 
feelings, at will, into the mind of his 
subject, who knows no otherwise thnn 
that they are properly his own. This asso
ciation, or community of thought qnd feel
ing with our conjoined associate spirits, 
shows how intimately the spiritual world 
is connected or en rapport with the natural 
world ; and it is difficult for us to realize 
. 1,1 closeness and familiarity of ourspir- 
1 uw guides. They stand by and prompt

our deeds of benevolence and kindness, 
our universal sympathy and love; and 
o’er the sorrows and sepulchres of this 
world mingle their tears with ours.— 
There are also evil spirits, who may be 
conjoined with us, and who drive us to 
malice, revenge, rapine, and murder— 
give fear, dread, and remorse, and break 
up the harmony and peace of our soul— 
and trouble, annoy, harrass, and fret us. 
Evil men are in the midst of evil spirits, 
just suited to their tastes. I have not 
known an evil spirit to trouble our sit
tings at my house, that has not been in
troduced to our circle by some external 
evil purpose or injluence. Hitherto, the 
spiritual world has disclosed itself, and 
operated alone, through our affections 
and thoughts, or by our “internal way,” 
and alone been attested by the internal 
eye, or spiritual vision; but now, our 
spiritual associates are beginning to ad
dress us by an external way ; and what 
advantage this new mode will have to the 
spiritual mind, remains yet to be seen. 
That question is foreign to the purpose 
of this communication.

It is by no meanu to be believed that 
all the spirits in the next sphere are posi
tive to all the minds in this sphere or in 
bodies, so that any spirit coming en rap
port with ns can impress us with his 
thoughts and feelings, and thus operate 
through our minds. As a general thing, 
our guardian spirits are positive to us— 
en rapport with us, and thus impress us 
with their thoughts and emotions, and lead 
us, gradually and imperceptibly on, to 
higher truths and purer loves. Of this I 
have had unequivocal experience, since 
Mrs. Bushnell has been with me, and 
thus affording me daily and hourly oppor
tunities of communicating with spirits, 
and particularly with the spirit of William 
E. Austin, Esq., a mind of most brilliant 
order and heart of warmest affections, 
with whom I,was in habits of daily inti
macy here. Often on reflecting upon the 
laws and arrangements of spiritual exist
ence, new ideas or thoughts would break 
into my •mind concerning them, brighter 
and clearer than I ever conceived, attend
ed, too, with a corresponding glow of 
sentiment; and after revolving and in
dulging them, at our next sitting I would 
learn from Mr. A. that they were from 
him. So, also, have I sought information 
from him on various subjocts pertaining
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to tfindit) n M n w ; inJ to supercede 
the tedious tuil dilatory wvw» w s(vll* 
lag Mil >r the no has Jitwlfd
we tv' go to mv ulSvA and » hen at leisure 
and atone, tv' sit down, close tuy eyes, 
withdraw myself trvwn all external or sur
rounding things, aud flunk ot'tlio subject, 
w holt ho would ho present * Ith UMS and 
diroot and instruct luy tMijlits li\ and in 
tho truth, and illustrate it m such a matt' 
nor a* not to mistake u. this
directum. I havo never foiled to havo tho 
manor presented to mo in now lights a ml 
aspects, and sometime* illustrated in do* 
tail, apparent^ tho result of spontaneous 
thought, hut reaity and trufy imparted by 
niy spiritual monitor, Should I. howev- 
or, tail to got an adequate conception id' 
it a* ho w ishod. ho would, tho uoxt op
portunity, spot! *«# Me roirrotioiis—thus 
unhealing an onttro eogmxance of all niy 
thoughts ami affections. I havo hoooiuo 
so accustomed tv> this inodo of communi
cating with hum that 1 can now fool his 
prosonoo unmistakably, ami hwo nr* 
tuiVy whon ho is impressing my mind. 
Duithenuore, l havo boon impelled hy an 
im m tihr i^aoiwo, not swing or kuow- 
mg why, to go to mv office or tuy i\xvn> 
ami wrtlo without having anything to 
write, and as soon as l got tho pon tu my 
hand, it would come iuto tuy mind, (by 
impression trout Mr, A.) ndol to w rite. 
Mow, as md this a general into ' Are not 
all things that are dono by tnon in this 
world, thus brought about, prompted, and 
rdrvtintwl by spiritual agvno tes ? IXes 
not tho spirttiwl world two thus tho natu> 
n) worlvl to ultiuiato its purposes ami «c- 
tivitass ? Do md tho theologian's cou- 
rrptwm, tho philosopher's discoveries, 
tho moralist's conscience, the artist's 
shiU, and the poet's fervor, eome to them 
thus from tho spiritual world ? There they 
are m their essential and high perfec
tion, and by our associate spirits mirrored 
forth to our minds, and be our actions are 
fixed in the material sphere. Hence all 
that is excellent here in poetry, panning, 
architecture, theology, phdcsophv, mo- ■ 
nitty, &c„ but duuly and obscurely rep
resent the yet unuuagined and uutoid 
perfection and giory of those arts ami 
sciences in tho upper spheres.

But to bo impressed by new truths, or 
to receive instruction from tho higher 
spheres, it is indispensable that tho spirit 
communing should bo highly posdi re atnl 
iajtui^rnt—should bo mtoviMntSy supe
rior to tho receiving mind, and thus, when 
the rapport ss established, truths of a high 
and elevating character will be imparted; 
or, if given m “an external way," be 
spelled out. But. bo assured, if tire com
muning spirits bo negwtir* to you—be in- 
fertor to you—or bo of a compliant, syio- j 
pathetic,* and acquiescent quality, (aud 
m aar such there are.) you mogwrhtr (hem 
—give them your thoughts and feelings, 
and they Morakiagiy perscst in spelling 
them out back tv' y o u .  and you get noth- j 
mg but redoxes, of them. 1 havw seen so 
much of this as to place it beyond alt qnes- : 
text Sometimes weak and simple sptr- ! 
its will spell out the thoughts of tho ure- j 
mum; sometimes of some ocher more 
pvsitive mmd ui the circle; and soure- 
tnaes they will only answer. Yes. Yes, 
Yes, to all your questions, just like a

weak magnetic subject essaying to be 
wise and eloquent. A superior ami posi
tive spirit will be independent of your own 
states of mind ami those of the medium, 
ami thus can and will impart truths as ho 
gathers it in the fields of spiritual know l
edge, uninfluenced by your preconceived 
thoughts ami affection*—trutlis, however, 
that will have to he so terrestrialiiedas to 
address themselves to your capacity of 
rvorphVify, in like manner as when w« 
instruct a child in moral or abstract truth, 
we must simplify v'ur language aud idea 
to meet its capacity of understanding it. 
Think you, we, with spirits lettered in 
the shackle* of sublunary truth, with 
ideas ami thoughts, experiences and t'b- 
servations, gv't in and adapted to this ele
mentary life, can apprehend ami appreoi. 
ate the'hright conceptions and holy truths 
of the celestial heavens ? No 1 they 
must come down to us through myriad 
ranks of shining angels, from sphere to 
sphere, be modified, changed, reflected, 
ami simplified ami adapted to our capaci
ties before we can receive them from our 
associate spirits. Celestial truth descends 
to us thrv'ugh a long ancestry of angels 
and the spirits of “just men made per
fect.” long illuming their souls before 
brightening the spiritual conceptions of 
men in earthy mould.

The spiritual world is thus iu conjunc
tion wiui the uatural world, and each 
earth inhabitant conjoined with his eon- 
sociate spirits in the next sphere, who 
prompt ami impart to him his thoughts 
aud affections. 1 will not say. however, 
that the urkole substance of the man or 
spirit (for the spirit is the man,) is made 
up by those influent thoughts and affec
tions, as Swedenborg affirms. Perhaps 
not. Very likely, as the higher is con
tinually associating with and pervading 
the lower, refining and assimilating it to 
itself, so, perhaps, our associate spirits 
only associate with us, pervade ami live 
iu our thoughts ami affections, terming, 
moulding, influencing, and strengthening 
them. Take away all inltux, or spiritual 
association, and how far the man or spirit 
would stand alone an independent exist
ence, I am unable to say. But my per
ceptions of the intimate (relationship and I 
spiritual rapport of our guardian spirits | 
with us, are md clouded with a single 
doubt, indeed, it appears to me to be a 
prune law of all spiritual being. Are | 
not the spiritual ami angelic societies in 
the various spheres, hound en rapport 
thus ? Their thoughts and affections, ac- 
corvling to Swevlenborg, are in common 
and circulate throughout the society, just 1 
as a half down magnetic subjects see | 
alike and thiuk alike, yet each one be
lieves the thought and feeling to be ktr 
Mra. And how will you bind the differ- 
ent spheres together, if not by this still 
interior conjunction? Would not each 
plane or sphere be separated /ram and 
tndrpenrfrul of the next, either below cur 
above, unless you bind them by still inte
rior association as you advance ? And is j 
not God the Inmost of all and each thing, 
and thus disperses His life and love from I 
the inmost, Mrongk fie inferiors, to the J 
ultimate* of creation ?

It appears to be a law of all things, that 
i the higher, more refined and developed,

should associate with and pervade tho 
lower, as light pervades tho atmosphere, 
heat pervades light, magnetism, &e.— 
that the next in degree higher, is brought 
iu connection with the next in degree 
lower, bv this interior association, just «s 
tin' spirit pervades, intoriorily, the body, 
and thus supports, and developes
it. The plant would never grow, would 
never bloom and hear fruit, but would bo 
a dead and lifeless mass, if it was nv>t, in- 
tcriorily, vivified by a still higher essence, 
which etoborates its flower ami produces 
its fruit. Iu like manner tho animal 
would bo without its life, instinct, and 
propensities, were they not derived from 
a plane above its material and physiologi-J 
cal organisation; and the groves would 
never bo made vocal did not the winged 
minstrels derive their melting songs from 
the seraph’s hart'—they make not tho 
melody and soothing pathos of their ten
der notes—they have neither the art nor 
skill, but they are the divine instruments 
through which the symphonies of the 
higher spheres are breathed on earth.

So we human beings have not lite and 
thought, and emotion, love, sorrow, and 
hate of ourselves, dissociated /'ram, or in- 
dependent of spirits and angels above us; 
but hv our “interiors,” or spirits, we are 
in intimate association with our guardian 
spirits, those higher agencies that have 
the charge of our thoughts and affections, 
and flow in, impart, modify, prompt, edu
cate, and elevate them. This association 
is so intimate, and the thoughts and feel
ings of our fiuniliar spirits so blended and 
intermingled with our own, as to form a 
common sphere, in which we together are 
just as a set of magnetic sleepers—see 
alike, and think alike, and feel alike, as 
before alluded to. Those guardian spir
its are thus en rapport with us, aud vet 
positive to us, imparting their thoughts 
and feelings, which we regard as truly 
and properly our own. Hence it is not 
at all likely, unless yon call to your pres
ence a highly intelligent aud positive 
spirit—that you will have anything of 
very “grtof importance spelled out to 
you;” and should, as before observed, the 
communicating spirit be negative to, or 
under your influence, it will only echo 
your own thoughts without being aware 
of it. The spiritual world is thus en rap
port with the natural world, and the des
tinies of the latter wrought out proxuuate- 
ly by the former.

Moreover the spirits in the next sphere, 
guardian to us, are associated interiorily 
with tAeir guardian angels of the next 
sphere nt rapport with them, and so forth. 
The sphere*, or concentric planes of ex
istence, are not independent of each other, 
but conjoined successively by this inte
rior association, in one inconceivably vast 
chain of being, tied, the tnrnost Divine 
Life, is thus en rapport with all creation. 
Dwelling in the inmost of all things, and 
through the “interiors” revealing and dis
closing Hi® Divine Love and \ \  isdoui in 
all spiritual and material nature,—
“lives through all life, extends through all 

extent.
Spreads undivided, operates unspent.”

We are apt to think that because the 
influences and agencies at work in this
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Dear Brother Sunderland,—After hav
ing read the Uniyercufflim, and particu
larly \V. M. Femald’s view of the Bible, 
on the “Ministration of Departed Spirits,"
&.C., and after having carefully examined 
rill the works of A. J. Davis, l felt as it I 
was in a new world! Understanding 
that Progression was a fixed law in all 
Nature, embracing' every particle of mat
ter, [ could discover a harmony in all the 
works of G od; and my soul was filled 
with gratitude to God for giving me rny 
being, and my heart was filled with love 
to my fellow man. I could think, and let 
think; and instead of feeling enmity to
wards those in whom I found antagon
isms to all that was lovely, l could pity 
them, and rejoice that the law of Progres
sion would eventually bring them where 
they would be saved from all that was 
evil.

And again, after having spent many 
happy hours, at several different times, in 
^-our house, where, in the presence of 
your daughter, [ witnessed many beauti
ful and consoling messages from the spirits 
of the departed to the surviving relatives— 
yea, the hearty greetings and expressions 
of love—intelligent and judicious commu
nications and statements of the happiness 
they enjoy, and the beauties of the spirit- 
home—their mission to man, and guar
dianship over friends, &c. Why, verily 
my heart beat with joy, and with a hope 
that there woald not be a cloud to dark
en the era of spiritual communication 
and conjunction of the two worlds, which 
would bring, as I believed, the happy pe
riod so long desired by “kings and pro
phets.” O, how my heart rejoiced, and 
how I loved the pioneers of the cause! 
—the Spiritual Philosopher, Spirit xMes- 
senger, and various writers. I did not 
then think that the caution, “.Let there be 
no strife, fo r  we are brethren,” would be 
necessary. The whole of the new phi
losophy teaches that as a first principle. 
Yet notwithstanding all this, I fear the 
very liberal opening of your columns, and 
the kind invitations you have given for 
the presentation of light on the subject, 
has been abused by some who have writ
ten, and who have thrown more darkness 
than light, and have injured the cause 
more than they have helped it. Witness 
the correspondence of M. D., Southamp
ton, Mass,, April 30th, with which five 
columns are occupied in attempting to 
bring the works of A. J. Davis into disre
pute, by misrepresentation of detached 
portions of the same, while in the whole 
lie has not cast one ray of light on any 
subject. Every person who has read the 
Revelations of A. J. Davis, knows that the 
quotation of M. D., page 504. has refer
ence to one individualized Person as a 
Savior; and at the same time they know 
that his quotation from the Iiarmonia, in 
itself, makes a distinction from the first, 
by stating that Wisdom is the true Sa
vior ; it being an attribute of the Divine 
Mind, and the embodiment of universal 
harmony, and shows how it operates to 
save ; the spirit of which he says is im
manent in man. Indeed, I never before 
heard of any one’s thinking that Mr. D. 
had contradicted himself on that head.

Again, M. D. says *hit Davis's objec
tion to Joshua’s statement of the *un and 
moon standing still, is peurile in the ex
treme, and enquires, “JIow often have 
schoolboys, virtually, with a couple of 
mirrors, made the sun to stand still in the 
bottom of the deepest well, all day, if 
they chose.” Well, why will not M. 1). 
employ some school boys to thus hold the 
sun still in the bottom of some deep well, 
for the space of a whole day, and then 
make out a record that there never was, 
but once, such a day as that day? Then 
he can well tell us that the laws of Na
ture have not been interrupted, and his 
record should not be disputed. But 
enough of this.

As to Mr. Davis, it is conceded on all 
hands, that he was but a poor, illiterate 
young man, possessing a mild and affec
tionate disposition; and that all the wis
dom he has exhibited in uttering so many 
philosophical and spiritual truths, were 
not of his own attainments, but by an in
terfusion from the higher spheres, he 
serving only as a vessel through which 
they were transmitted; and it is certain 
that truth■ transmitted through him, into 
his writings, has gladdened the hearts of 
thousands who have read the same with 
care, and has done much toward remov
ing infidelity from many powerful minds 
that had become befogged by the unrea
sonable and discordant theology of the 
day. His writings had also prepared the 
minds of all who adopted his views, to 
hail the era of spiritual communication 
with joy ; and it is also certain that if he 
has not presented a theory without blem
ish, he has presented a more perfect and 
consistent one than had ever been pre
sented before.

I would acknowledge that under exist
ing circumstances, and the natural ten
dency that 6ome persons have to idolize 
a person by whom they have been en
lightened, and to make such a one a 
standard for all, a “caution” against such 
things was necessary ; but when that had 
been given in kindness, why should any 
man mount the rostrum, and not only 
attempt to bring the whole works of A. J. 
Davis inlo disrepute, but to injure the 
feelings of humanity, of which he is ac
knowledged to be possessed, and all this 
with no other apparent object than to ex
hibit the gladiator.

I love truth for truth’s sake. I rever
ence truth equally alike, whether I find 
it in the Bible or almanac—whether in 
the writings of Swedenborg, or A. J. Da
vis, or any one else. I have no particu
lar religious creed to advocate, excepting 
the law of kindness—loving our neigh
bors as ourselves, and doing to others as 
we would have them do to us. And I 
am sensible that no good cause can pros
per where selfishness and unkindness are 
tolerated ; neither can truth prosper in 
the hands of any who would set up any 
one individual as a standard for all truth, 
whether such individual be A. J. Davis, 
Swedenborg, or any other.

It seems that Divine Wisdom, for some 
purpose, has permitted the manifestations 
of the spiritual world to appear discord
ant and unsatisfactory in regard to truth 
and goodness, in some cases; and when 
this is seized upon and represented in the

blackest form possible, as is done by your 
correspondent! M. II., who would make 
out that such spirits are devils, and would 
be murderers if they could, we feel dis
gusted at such a rigmarole of nonsense 
and misrepresentation. When I say tre, I 
mean all our circle that read the Spirit 
World. Again, this seeming discordance 
is looked upon by some as proving that 
there can be no reliance placed upon 
any spiritual communication; and thus 
the field is open for those attached to the 
New Church views to bring up Sweden
borg’s writings as a standard ; and they 
would have us think that without such a 
work as our compass, helm, and rudder, 
we shall certainly be shipwrecked ; and 
of course, if we adopt bis writings as 
containing all the truth, and nothing but 
the truth, in regard to the spiritual world, 
we must adopt all his theory in regard to 
the hells, and the retrogression of spirits 
to all eternity. Now, the mass of Swe
denborg’s testimony, (as quoted by writers 
in the Spirit World,) is that spirits are 
not to be depended on—that he (Sweden- 
borg) was not taught by any spirit, “but 
by the Lord himself, alone.” Well, then, 
why not let all communications from 
spirits go for nothing, or at least except 
falses and deceptions, and nothing else ? 
Notwithstanding the many philosophical 
truths that Swedenborg has uttered, I am
impressed that there is now a new era 
opening upon the world, in the which no 
church theory that is now extant will 
gain a precedence, and that this is the 
last struggle that each sect is making to 
establish its peculiar view's.

It is in view, then, of these contending 
interests and prepossessions, and the spir
it manifested by writers, that I have made 
the foregoing remarks. I now come to 
the question I proposed to ask, which is 
the following:

Is Progression a fixed law in Nature, 
embracing all worlds, and including every 
particle of matter—or is it not ? Why, 
then, if it is, the next sphere of existence 
for man, being on the ascending scale, 
will be better than the present; if man 
has become an individualized being here, 
and passes into the next sphere, be will 
retain his individuality there; if he is 
destined to improve, or gain knowledge 
by experience here, he will certainly 
know more there. There can be no pro
gressing backwards. If, then, we believe 
in the guardianship of our departed 
friends, of what avail would it be to us, 
unless they knew more than we do ?— 
And if, when they come to us in that ca
pacity, they assume all our fallacies, 
phantasies, and falses, insomuch that 
they believe themselves to be the identi
cal person they are attendant on, (as we 
are informed is the case, by quotations 
from Swedenborg,) what a life they live! 
They live over again, instead of being 
delivered from the troubles of this lite ; 
and there is not a person in this life so 
much of a fool as not to know that he was 
not the same person with whom he wished 
to communicate.

I once, when in conversation with what 
I believed to be the spirit of a beloved 
son, asked him if he would be glad when 
I had got through my labors here, and 
was with him, and was answered in the
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affirmative by loud and thrilling1 raps! 
And from what I received from a number 
of in)' departed friends, of the happiness 
and "felicity they enjoyed, I was led to 
think that I should be glad myself. But 
if all the representations quoted from 
Swedenborg’s works are true, I hud rather 
stay here. I think I could be of more 
use to some whom my affections might 
lead me to visit; and I should not be 
obliged to assume their phantasies, falses, 
and follies, and thus stain my own spirit.

I believe these things are not so.— 
Many of Swedenborg’s representations 
in regard to the spiritual world, fall far 
short of the truth. He was but a man ; 
and although in advance of the age he 
lived in, yet I have never seen any proof 
adduced that he enjoyed any greater and 
more certain facilities for getting at the 
truth, in regard to such things, than many 
with whom I am acquainted. It is Baid 
he conversed with spirits; so it is said of 
many in our day. He declared he was 
not taught by any spirit, “but by the 
Lord.” So many persons would make us 
think of themselves; but where is the 
proof ? But it may be said that the great 
proot that Swedenborg was right,Is in 
experience, for we find in the spiritual 
manifestations the same confusion, mali
cious and lying spirits, professing to be 
“Sam Slick,” and the “Devil,” and even 
down to the spirit of a dog’. Ah! is not 
this the great stumbling stone ? Or is it 
possible that all the remarkable develope- 
ments of our day are destined only to es
tablish the views of the New Church? 
They can certainly tend to nothing high
er, if the ground now taken is correct. 
To all such views I must demur.

I lament the innate tendency in man to 
seize upon every new developernent in 
spiritual things to build up some favorite 
theory ; and I can easily conceive that 
all this seeming confusion and contradic
tion in what is called spiritual communi
cations, is a j u d i c i a l  operation, necessa
ry to confound and bring to nought this 
inordinate propensity, not only as mani
fested in those who would call the an
cient apostles to their aid to make out 
their vieics, but even the New Church
men, who have been as forward as any 
to appropriate the whole to their advan
tage, by calling up Swedenborg, Yea, I 
can more easily believe that in the trans
ition state the world is now in, In the 
which the old heaven is passing away, 
Divine Wisdom has permitted even the 
spirit of a dog to “answer a fool accord
ing to his folly,” than I can believe that 
we are to have nothing better than the 
present confusion. I firmly believe that an 
era is dawning that will bring a state of 
society for man which the New Church (or 
Old Church) could never do, were its doc
trines received by every individual inhab
itant of the globe, and that God will then 
have vindicated the character of the sec
ond sphere to be higher than the first, so 
that it shall seem desirable ; and when 
man shall universally love his fellow man, 
and shall have progressed so far as not to 
suffer from fear that his brother will make 
an idol, especially if he has one of his 
own.

But to the question: If eternal pro
gression is a fixed law throughout the

universe, from the lowest to a higher, then | 
the doctrine of total depravity, eternal 
punishment and vicarious sacrifice, de
monology, &.C., is not true. Tliey cannot 
stand together, nor will either stand for 
this world, unless it be true for all the 
worlds. R. W alker .

Portsmouth, N . H ., Slay 2oth.

S P IR IT  MESSAGES.
BV 8. T . CHESEV.

Much has been said, in various places, 
in regard to what is called spiritual rap- 
pings, and much more need be said and 
done before the public, generally, can or 
will appreciate the great value of the 
truths which are being revealed to us in I 
this mysterious way. I have had much 
experience in this way, during the last 
six months—have listened with the great
est attention and interest to these myste
rious sounds, at least two hours in the 
twenty-four, and am perfectly satisfied 
that they come from some source of intel
ligence foreign to ourselves; and any 
person with the same opportunities, must,
I think, have come to the same conclu
sion.

Much has been said at other places, 
about the discordant or inharmonious 
spirits. Of such I know nothing. I 
speak now, of what I do know, and feel 
impressed to state that all which has been 
revealed to ns in this way, whether it be 
in the presence of persons of high attain
ments or low, of professors or skeptics, of 
virtuous or vicious characters, (as we term 
them,) has been perfectly harmonious and 
beautiful in every respect, just as we 
might expect when the spiritual vision 
was open to the light of truth. By this I 
do not wish to be understood that all spir
its are equally intelligent or happy, for 
they invariably inform us otherwise ; and 
here I will give you an answer of a spirit 
to the question,—

How many degrees of happiness are 
there in the spirit wrorld ?

• Is many degrees of happiness as there 
are degrees of goodness.

I have always been particularly careful 
during these spiritual interviews, to under
stand their views in regard to the effect 
of sin committed in this world, on the 
spirit in the world to come, and do under
stand that any deviation from God’s laws 
will retard our progress and mar our hap
piness in the spirit world; and hence 
they enjoin upon us the precepts and ex
amples of our Saviour, as invariable rules 
of observance. They likewise declare 
themselves to be near us, taking an inter
est in our welfare, and striving to mani
fest themselves to us, saying, Prepare to 
receive the truth.

I have in my possession a large amount 
of messages, as spelled cut'by the spirits 
of our departed friends, at different times 
and places, all of which are most beauti
fully harmonious and consistent, such as 

I never came from human ingenuity. Some 
of these messages, of a most striking and 
Christian character, recently given at the 
house of William B. Whitney, I now of- 

| fer to your readers for their considera
tion.

The circle being ready, questions were 
first put by Mrs. Lee:

“Has my daughter Caty a communica
tion for her mother? (Raps.)

Tlie alphabet was repeated, and the 
following message was spelled out,—

“Mother, I arn happy to meet you in j 
this way, althongh I am invisible to your 
eyes. I am glad to see you have faith, 
that wc may communicate with each 
other,”

“Will Caty answer other questions ?”
“I will answer your questions—any you 

may ask.”
“Do you believe in my faith ?”
“I believe yon have faith in God t”
“Are there any in this circle of my 

faith?”
Raps,
“Who are they ?”
“They all have the same faith in God.” 
“Do you believe my views in theology j 

correct ?”
No raps—meaning a negative reply.
“Will you give us your opinion ?”
“Yes. God is ever ready to forgive 

erring mortals. If you could behold'the 
spirit of God pervading all things, as I j 
now do, you would not doubt the irnpar- j 
tial goodness of God to ail of his chil- J 
dren.”

Questions by .Mrs. Whitney.—“Is the I 
spirit of our sister, Maria, present ?”

(Raps.)
“Can Maria give some information of 

the sphere whieh die is in.”
“No language can express the joy and 

beauties I behold in this, the spirit world.” 
Questions by Mrs. Let.—Does Caty 

believe in Jesus Christ as a Saviour?” 
(Raps.)
“How is Jesus our Saviour?”
“By obeying His precepts and follow

ing H is examples; do unto others as you 
would have others do unto you; live in 
harmony with one another, forgiving all 
their offences. Has not our Saviour 
taught you that ?

“Will my daughter Caroline give us a j 
message r”

“This is a beautiful field of progres
sion.”

“Is the spirit of my first husband, Mr. 
Edwards, present?”

(Raps.)
“Will you give me a message ?
“I am glad to meet you here—we find 

a happy home.”
“Have you a message for yonr son? 
“Persevere in all good works.”
“Is the spirit of onr mother present ?” 
(Raps.)
“Will she give ns a message?”
“I am glad to see you take an interest 

in the spirit world.”
Athol. Mass., March 22, 1S51.

— White Flag.

A man in health ought always to rise 
from the table with some appetite. If 
either the body or the mind be less fit for 
action after eating than before, that is, if 

I the man be less fit either for labor or study 
i he has exceeded the proper quantity.

Some sensible chap truly says, that a 
| person who tries to raise himself by scan

dalizing others, might just as well sit 
down on a wheelbarrow and try to wheel | 

1 himself.
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From the Boston Investigator.
M ORE IN F ID E L  TESTIM ONY.

Having boon a subscriber for your pa
per a number of years, I suppose it will 
not be doubted that I am Infidel, according 
to the general meaning of the term. I 
have always been known as such by my 
personal friends and acquaintances, and, 
as such, I address you at this time on a 
subject that is new, and somewhat as
tonishing. I refer to the spiritual mani
festations termed “ rappings,” &c.

By your paper, I think I perceive a 
disposition on your part, and that of your 
correspondents, to treat the subject with 
ridicule. But the manifestations are of 
such a nature, that I think you will be 
obliged to take a different course, or sur
render a part of your motto, at the head 
of jour paper, especially “ Justice—Hear 
all sides,” &c. I have been admitted to 
hear the sounds or rappings, as they are 
termed. I heard them, conversed with 
them, and received answers coming from 
some responding intelligence, whether 
“ spirits ” or not I do not know. 1 receiv
ed responses from what claimed to be the 
spirit of my mother, to questions put audi
bly', and also to a great number of mental 
questions. The responses came very 
plain, distinct, and in the right time, in 
answer to my mental questions ; and were 
very satisfactory, some of them being test 
questions. As for any collusion, or fraud 
being practised, I am sure there was 
none. It was in the day time, there was no 
medium present from abroad, no magic-cir
cle, or machinery of any kind in the room.

The sounds appeared to be near the 
centre of a common dining table, without 
anything being upon it, or under it. No 
person sat so as to touch the table in any 
manner; besides, the characters of all 
present were above suspicion. It is no 
show got up to make money, for no mouey ' 
is asked or received. The investigation 
has been conducted by the best minds 
(ont of the church) that there is in the 
country, in order to test the subject, and 
arrive at truth. So much of the spiritual 
theory as pertains to the mere fact of 
rapping, is settled beyond controversy in 
my mind, and also in the minds of all 
candid and disinterested persons who 
have examined the subject It is not a 
mere matter of opinion, but the existence 
a f a fact,—a fact, too, palpable to the 
senses. Now what we want is, that these 
facts should be met candidly, and ex
plained in such a manner, as will be satis
factory to all concerned. Ridicule may 
be used by any one, but it is no argument, 
and will not answer the purpose to satisfy 
people in this case.

If some of your able correspondents 
would give ns a scientific explanation, 
without giving their assertions for “ fact, 
demonstration,” it would be well receiv
ed. That there may be impositions prac
tised in producing the sounds, in many 
places, is not improbable ; that these may 
be detected easily, is very likely; that 
men of straw may be easily demolished, 
when manufactured for the purpose, we 
all admit. But all this will not satisfy 
those that are sure they have not been 
imposed upon, and know of no physical 
cause whereby the sounds are made.

I am much astonished at some articles 
that have appeared in the Investigator, 
claiming this to be a part of the Christian 
superstition, for none but Liberals arc en
gaged in the experiments and investiga
tions that are going on in these parts. 
The church hate it as they do their 
imaginary “ Evil One.” And the clergy 
denounce it from the pulpit as the worst 
kind of Infidelity. They fear it may be 
demonstrated to be true, which would up
set the old theology, and their occupation 
would be gone.

’ Yours truly,
S ilas C rocker. 

Shatenrille, (Portage Co.,) Ohio, )
A pril 18, 18-31. S

TESTIM ONY.
We do sincerely believe the “ Spirit 

Rappings,” as they are commonly called 
are of spiritual origin, and possess an in
telligence of a high order; for we know 
that they will answer mental questions as 
readily as vocal. We have these mani
festations at our own house, and on many 
occasions, when we have been in a room 
alone, where there was no possibility of 
imposition or collusion, they have come, 
knocked on the table, and spelt out 
words of consolation that we would uot 
part with for all this world contains. On 
the very evening that we were writing 
this article, our little girl, a child of seven 
years old, who was sitting at the table 
with us, asked the spirit of her mother, 
who died some four years since, if she 
would spell something for her, as she had 
never yet done so. The response was 
quick and loud, and on referring to the 
alphabet, she spelt out to her—“ God will 
Watch over xuy child,.”

What more beautiful and holy sentence 
could a mother have written. And to 
convince us of their presence and power, 
they have moved a centre table to and 
fro, so that no one could be mistaken 
in regard to the presence of an invisible 
agency.

A friend of ours cautions us not to ad
mit anything into the columns of our 
paper in regard to the “ Spiritual Rap- 
pings,” lest we thereby offend and lose 
some of our subscribers. For what! For 
publishing what we know to be true.—and 
knowing, dare maintain ? There may be 
a difference of opinion, and we ask no 
man to believe until he has investigated 
the subject, without prejudice, and with a 
desire to come at the truth,—for we have 
no other motive, and we are not one to 
believe that a man will suffer, in the end, 
for maintaining the truth. As an inde
pendent and public journalist, we shall 
ever endeavor to write with a strict regard 
to the truth.—Star Spangled Banner.

A great mass of facts tend to estab
lish theopinion that the American Indians 
are a distinct race of people.

Insects breathe through holes or pores 
on each side of every segment of the ab
domen, called spiracular.

The gall fly forms the gall nuts on 
trees ana plants, by its eggs and young; 
and the gad fly does the same in the 
skins of cattle.

OPINION O F  A L laV O R  S E L L E R .
Something very like the following dia

logue took place recently, between a citi
zen of the State of Ct., who owned a large 
tavern stand and had been for years en
gaged in the liquor selling business, and 
a friend of his. We will call the liquor 
seller Mr. S., the town W., and the 
friend Mr. Q.

Q.—Friend S., you seem to be making 
pretty extensive repairs on your buildings. 
Do you think the prospect of business 

• here will warrant such an outlay ?
S.—Warrant it, no! If I calculated to 

continue here in, the old business, I would 
not expend a cent It would not pay. 
I am fixing up to sell.

Q.—Why neighbor, I am quite surpri
sed at this freak of yours. A decided 
majority of the citizens of the town are 
in favor of having liquor sold, and certan- 
]y you do not lack for palronage at present, 
if I am rightly informed!

S.—No. But it cannot be so long: 
Lecturers are continually haranguing the 
people on the character and effects of the 
liquor business, and although they stretch 
a point now and then for effect, yet they 
tell a good deal of truth too, and the peo
ple believe it. The little boys attend the 
temperance meetings, and hear the stories 
of the lecturers, and when they go home 
they repeat them to their mothers. Their 
mothers tell them “it is all true,” and of 
couise the boys set them down as fixed 
facts, for “mother says it’s true.” Now a 
few years will convert these boys into 
men, to voters, law-makers, &e., and the 
man who cannot see, that when that time 
comes, the liquor business will be stopped, 
is a fool.

Had we listened to that dialogue we 
should have been sufficiently Methodis- 
tical to have responded a hearty amen!

I ngenuity  of P arisian  T h ie v e s .—  
Two well dressed persons stopped on 
Tuesday evening, between nine and ten 
o’clock, before the shop of a grocer, nam
ed Cioton, Rue de Normandie at Bercy, 
and burst into loud laughter. “I tell you 
that I will do it,” said one. “I’ll bet you 
five francs you do not,” said the other. 
“Done, I take the bet.” Both then enter
ed the shop. “Do you sell treacle ?” said 
the first. “Yes, gentlemen,” said the 
grocer. “Give me two pounds of it.” 
“Have you vessels to put it in ?” “No; 
but put it here.” “What! in your hat ?” 
“Pour it in; it’s for a wager.’' The gro
cer took the hat, placed it in the scale, 
nnd, much amused at the idea, poured in
to it two pounds weight of treacle. “There’s 
the money,” said the purchaser, and he 
threw down a five france piece. The 
grocer began to count the change, when 
the man said, “Pardon me, sir, but your 
treacle has a queer smell.” “It’s very 
good I assure you.” “No, smell it.” The 
grocer put down his head to the hat, and 
at the same moment the customer, by a 
rapid movement, thrust the man’s head 
into the hat, and as the grocer instantly 
raised his head, the customer knocked the 
hat over his eyes. The other man then 
plunged his hand into the till, and seized 
a handful of money, about thirty francs, 
Both got clear off before the unfortunate 
grocer could give the alarm.
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E D I T O R I A L
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CLO SE O F T H E  SB t'O SD  V O L IM K .
- L i t e  n n l k o ,  v t e a  th e y « «  n a t iv e  so il, 
U r i t r n  rr ju ic e  to  te n w e a ta  l i c i t  t**ii.M

The prospectus of this paper was issued 
in April, ISO, and the first number pub* 
fished in June following. At that time, 
there was not one family known through
out the New England States, where “re
sponses" from the spiritual world had been 
made to questions put by mortals. “Man
ifestations" had been made from spirits, 
from lime immemorial, but we refer now to 
answers given by spirits to man’s external 
senses. Excepting the Fox family, and a 
Yery few others in the State of New York, 
we are not informed that these responses 
had been witnessed in any part, either of 

- these United States or of the whole world, 
at the time the publication of this paper 
was commenced.

But what is the state of the case at the 
present time ? Are these strange things 
confined, now, to one or two families in 
Western New York? Nay, there is, per
haps, scarcely one of the Eastern, Middle, 
Northern, or Western States, where they 
hare not been witnessed, since 'the first 
number of this paper was sent oot, broad
cast over the land. It is stated by oar op
ponents that there cannot be less than one 
thousand media, in different localities, at 
present, throughout the country, and that 
the number of those who receive these 
things for what they purport to be, cannot 
fall short of twenty-fire thousand ! Sorely, 
at such a time as this, it may truly be asked, 
“What hath God wrought ?”

Spiritual manifestations, in answer to 
question*, are now made, not in New Eng
land merely, bat in most of the localities, 
East, West, North, and South, where any 1 
special interest has been felt or shown in | 
the circulation of this paper. How like 
leaven this subject has diffused itself I 
throughout ail the sinuosities of society. It j 
has attracted superior minds—has arrested 
the attention of the pulpit and the press. 
It has uttered a voice that has penetrated 
the dark caverns of roperstition, and awak- 1 
ened the entire external world from the 
slumbers of ages! Yea, indeed, the I 
“small," “faint," “muffled rap," made upon 
the table, or the floor, has echoed and re
echoed till its reverberations have pierced 
the eold ear of skepticism, and wrung from j 
atheistic lips a willing confession to the J 
truth of isaoa.Tai.iTT!

“Angel* Tints are" not, now, “lew and j 
fir between." The future fife is not a ! 
matter of dark uncertainty. Death is no 
longer a struggle to be dreaded—“a leap in ■

the dark." O, no ! Hope for the future ! 
Hope, not for myself alone, but for the 
whole human race ! And if the pages of 
this paper may hare assisted mortals to a 
better understanding of the spiritual and 
immortal—if it may have been the means 
of bringing the external and spiritual into a 
more intimate relationship—if friends in 
this world hare thus been enabled to renew 
their sweet comtnunings with the spirits of 
the loved ones long since “departed”— 
then liare my labors secured for me a rich 
reward, indeed.

Ask the phrenologist if the editor of this 
paper ever saw the time when he did not, 
could not labor! And, during the past 
year, ask the angels or spirits if he has not 
toiled early and late for them ! Ever vigi
lant, ever ready, ever devoted to this single 
aim,by night and by day. Not for him
self—not, I hope, from any motive that 1 
shall not be willing to have written upon 
the broad heavens, at noon-day, and known 
to the whole universe of God! “Good
ness, Justice, and Truth." This has been 
my motto, if I know my own heart. And 
as selfish as any human being may have 
been supposed to be, who has been con
nected with this cause, such is my utter 
loathing of what has been called “catch
penny affairs," that I would not inflict 
these remarks upon oiy readers, if I could 
possibly avoid it. But, no alternative being 
lefl to me, 1 solemnly declare that my con
nection with this cause has cost me over 
one thousand dollars, to say nothing of my 
time and labors for the past year, which 
hive been given gratuitously, as my friends 
in this city know, and will testify, if need 
be. "

And now, shall the ggod I would do, be 
prevented by the slanderous representations 
of thoughtless people, who know nothing 
of these facts, and who feel no sympathy 
for the cause to which I have devoted my 
time, my talents, and my all of this world ?

A friend of the Harmonial Philosophy 
made the following remark to me : That 
the recent spiritual manifestations had very 
much enlarged his views of man’s capacity, 
both for good and for evil; and that while' 
he does not, and never did, believe in total 
depravity, he had for a long time been 
most deeply impressed with a sense of the 
extremes o f evil, in which men are often 
found. And of coarse, these must be seen 
the more distinctly from contrast. As we 
see goodness very high- above, so it often 
makes more manifest the degrees in which 
others fill below i t ; and hence we say 
they are evil. And then again, as we be
come susceptible of spiritual influences, we 
most feel the antagonisms which arise from 
contrasts with those who are in the spheres 
below.

It may be for these reasons that we, with 
others, have suffered so much from cal
umny during the past year. Conscious of 
meaning well—of wishing evil to no human 
being—loving Goodness and Truth as wo 
love life and a happy immortality—know
ing that we have not designedly uttered 
one untruthful or unkind word of any being 
in the whole universe of God—it is not, 
perhaps, mysterious that mnny of the slan
ders uttered about us nnd our innocent 
family, should seem to be so very ma
lignant. And whether their depravity 
would be mitigated ut all, if we were to go 
into a detail of all the circumstances in
volved in some of these calumnies, is a 
question we could not stop here to test. 
Suffice it to say, I have had heavy burdens 
to bear, severe duties to perform, formida
ble difficulties to contend with. But under 
all the circumstances have done the best 1 
could, and regret nothing 1 have said or 
suffered in this cause. My labors arc now 
before the inhabitants of the two spheres, 
whom I have honestly, and with undeviat
ing fidelity, endeavored faithfully to serve. 
This paper speaks for itself, and Iho verdict 
yet to be pronounced on my mission, can 
but be gratifying to me.

1 know very well what would have’ren
dered this paper more acceptable to secta
rians and cxclusionists, whether in this 
world or the next.

Had I, at any time, affirmed one purely 
sectarian dogma—or had I assumed a little 
more of the conservative, and so excluded 
free discussion from these columns, I can 
easily sec how it would have swelled the 
list of subscribers, and made the editor quite 
an oracle, perhaps. But this his mission 
did not require. In maintaining, therefore, 
a free and independent paper, devoted to 
the wants of the spiritual world, I have 
acted consistently with the promise made 
in my prospectus, and yielded even and ex
act justice to all.

And now I have finished my labors for 
the year, and shall wait a reasonable time 
for responses to the call for P l e d g e s  for 
the future. A few have already been sent 
in ; and the next three weeks will afford 
sufficient time for our friends to signify to 
roe what they will do.

Never was more sincere love felt for any 
paper than has been expressed for the 
Spirit World by a host of friends, from 
nearly every State in the Union. It has 
readers in the extreme South and W e st-  
readers in the Canadas, and in England, 
even. But whether among them all will 
be found a sufficient number to do the 
work necessary to keep it in existence an
other year, or not, a few weeks will be 
sufficient to determine.
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G l'A R D U X  S P IR IT S .
That the spirits of our deceased relatives 

become our guardian angels, is a doctrine 
believed by different classes of human be
ings, from the earliest ages of the world. 
Multitudes, indeed, who reject the writings 
of Swedenborg, in respect to the philoso
phy of the other spheres, nevertheless cher
ish the belief that they are the objects of 
paternal care, on the part of the angels who 
are good and true.

To all, of every class, who receive the 
general idea of “guardian spirits,” it may, 
perhaps, be interesting to read a few re
marks from one occupying the position we 
do, upon this most interesting subject.— 
Having now, for one year, been in what he 
believes to be open and constant inter
course with tire spiritual world, he may be 
permitted to express what, to him, seems to 
be true upon it. But, bear in mind, gentle 
reader, no dogmatism—no “ex cathedra” 
announcements in this paper. It you do 
not find that which is uttered, to be truth
ful, after due examination, reject it. The 
term “guardian” would seem to express the 
relation which the spirits now under notice 
hold to us, and hence the offices they per
form for us. And to guard and guide us 
they must, of course, be always near to us. 
They do for us what our spiritual necessi
ties require, and what we cannot do for 
ourselves. The work is spiritual. It may 
sometimes extend into the external or phys
ical. But what they do is not only done 
for our own spirits, but it is done by spirit
ual friends and with spiritual hands.

Now, it is well known that an. unfailing 
characteristic in the spiritual manifestations 
treated of in this paper, is the paternal dis
position manifested by the spirits, from first 
to last. The first manifestations are from 
our own “guardian spirits.” These spirits 
are, or were, members of our own families. 
They were our relatives. And the free
ness, the promptness, with which they re
spond to,our questions, always corresponds 
with the degree of love that exists between 
those in the body and the spirits who have 
left it. We have seen this fact illustrated, 
and we may say demonstrated, many, 
many, very many times. The “bereaved 
husband,” whose intense love for the spirit 
of his wife has drawn him from a distance 
to enjoy the heavenly privilege of convers
ing with her, gets loud and explicit answers 
to all the questions propounded from love. 
And thus with the other relations of life.

Again : I t is well known that these spir
its, purporting to be our guardian an<rels, 
have always and everywhere testified that 
those who are the first to respond to mor
tals here, will be the first to meet us upon 
the threshold of that other world, when 
we, like them, shall pass through the pro

cess o f  death . A nd  now , i f  we are in  a 
s ta te  o f  mind to  adm it these representations, 
w e m ay perceive th e  force and beauty  o f  
the follow ing corresponding  an a lo g ies:

1 . The child looks to its. guardian for 
information as well as guidance. It is the 
office of parent to impart both. Thus we 
get our first knowledge of the spiritual 
world from our guardian spirits, precisely 
the same as the child gets his first views of 
this external world from his parents, or 
those of his family that are nearest to him.

2. After death, on entering the spiritual 
world, we are dependent upon the guidance 
of our own immediate guardian spirits. 
And is not this most desirable to one and 
all ? On entering a strange place, about 
which we have had doubts and most dis
tressing fears, what could be more agreea
ble to us than to be met on the threshold 
by those whom we know and love the 
best ? What else could so quickly dispel 
our fears, so fully inspire us with hope, and 
give us a feeling of security and pleasure, 
as the presence of those whom we know 
and love ? Nay, more; to find those whom 
we had loved the most in this world, the 
nearest to us in that ? We should bear in 
mind, that though the other world is peo
pled with myriad millions more than this, 
our transition into that spirit sphere does 
not make us feel at home there, without our 
own family, any more than we feel at home 
here, when surrounded by strangers. Be
fore we can feel at home, anywhere, we 
must become more or less acquainted.— 
And if you enter a strange place, where 
you have no acquaintance with any one, it 
may take you a long while before you may 
feel perfectly contented. This want of an 
acquaintance or friend in a strange place, 
contributes much to that state of mind 
known under the term “home-sick.” - And 
if spirits could be supposed to be “earth- 
sick,” or desirous of coming back again to 
mortality, this must be supposed to be the 
reason. They went into the spiritual world, 
of which they had no previous knowledge : 
a state where they found no near friend 
witlf whom to take “sweet counsel.” In
deed, we do not see how the conviction 
can be avoided by any who believe in a 
spiritual world at all, that when persons 
enter it, who had no previous knowledge 
either of its nature or its inhabitants, it is 
not so happy a world to them, os it must be 
after they become more acquainted with i t ; 
nor so agreeable to them, on entering, as it 
must be to those whose friends are all there, 
and who are so well acquainted with its 
nature and laws, as to live in constant long
ing for its enjoyments? What else was 
meant in those oft-quoted words, “These all 
died in faith, (belief of what they would 
enjoy in the spiritual world,) not having

(already) received (or entered that world) 
the promise (of a future spiritual existence) 
but having seen (that state in the future, 
their hope was excited, by w(iich they an
ticipated their future home, in the spirit 
land, an inheritance which they could never 
realiie while) on this earth.” Thus it lias 
always been. Those who know the most 
of that “land of promise,’ 1 exercise the 
most patience in the journey which leads 
to its possession.

D iscordant  M ov em en ts .—Thus we 
denominate all those motions of the so- 
called spiritual mediums who manifest con
vulsive or irregular movements. Shaking, 
jumping, leaping, falling down, convulsive 
movements of the muscles and limbs, should 
never be encouraged. They come from 
discord in the nervous ‘system, or from the 
influence of discordant spirits. True, these 
irregular movements may be mixed up with 
some good and truthful developements; but 
we should remember that the good may be 
had without the evil.

Whatever is irregular, angular, or con
vulsive, implies imperfection. The throes 
of nature indicate infancy. Persons highly 
susceptible to spiritual influences arc often 
liable to discordant manifestations, and their 
want of information renders them unable to 
distinguish between the angular and the 
circular or harmonious. Pleased with the 
idea of having spiritual manifestations of 
any kind, they do not consider that alleged 
spiritual manifestations, which arc mixed 
up with various nervous and irregular phe
nomena, cannot be either very elevated or 
reliable.
. We have, during the last three months, 

seen a number of so-called spiritual media, 
who were subject to irregular convulsive 
movements; and scarcely one of them af
forded any evidence to show that they were 
reliable for purely spiritual communica
tions, unmixed with human or nervous 
phenomena.

P l a g ia r is m .—The most bare-faced plag
iarism we have met with in a long time, we 
noticed in the last week's number of the 
Spirit World. “ J. H.,” writing from Ban
gor, Me., publishes, as original, some beau
tiful lines entitled “ Gone.” We turned to 
page 163 of Sweet’s Elocution, and there, 
under the title of “ A Beautiful Gem,” by 
E. K. Hervey, found J. H .’s original 
lines.— Banner o f the Times.

That poetry was sent us as original, but 
this term was added by the editor. We 
have been served in this way once or twice 
before. See Vol. 1, page 65, “ Humility.” 
Somnambulists, we know, do sometimes 
repeat, as original, what they have “ bor
rowed,” and they do so, it may be, without 
being aware of it. The piece of poetry, 
“ Nothing good shall ever perish," (Vol. 1 ,
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page 31 ,) I often heard repeated by a young 
lady somnambulist in her 44 superior condi
tion,” in this city, during the winter of 1850, 
many times, as original; that is, when 
questioned where she got it, she said, 44 it 
cuine to me,” she 44 did not know that she 
ever read it any where.” And, in Pathe- 
tisin, (edition of 1817,) page 145, another 
piece of poetry may be found which the 
same 44 clairvoyant ” repeated to me about 
my children in the spiritual world. Sho 
said it was original as far as Bhe knew, but 
it was not original, it having been published 
some months before she repeated it. But 
neither of the above cases would seem to 
be so 44 bare-faced ” as the plagiarism of 
the Rev. Daniel Wise, a Methodist Episco
pal minister, who appropriated the title 
(“ Christian Love ”) and substance of a lit
tle book 1 published in 1837. 1 pointed out
the plagiarism committed by this 44 Rev.” 
gentleman, to the editor of the Methodist 
paper in this city, Zion's Herald, but he 
declined publishing it, as he did not think 
that such a case of theft should be exposed 
in the public papers.

P l e d g e s  fo r  t h e  S p i r i t ' s P a p e r  !—A 
few weeks are left, in which there will be 
ample time for all to make the necessary 
efforts for the continuance of this paper 
another year. W ill these efforts be made ? 
W ill the friends—those who love the cause 
this paper is designed to plead—take hold 
of the work, and do it up immediately ? 
Why not send your name with a pledge of 
five dollars, immediately? You will re
ceive six copies of the paper, sent to your ad
dress ; and between this and the first week 
in July, when the third volume Will com
mence, you can find five friends who will 
receive the paper from you, and pay you 
back the money. Or, suppose you invest 
this amount in this paper, for the good of 
the cause ? What is one dollar, or five ?  
Others, as poor us you aret have given, not 
five only, but fives, and tens, and even 
hundreds of dollars l Yes, hundreds, which | 
they have lubored as hard to earn, as you 
have done, yourself? The work is noble ! 
The assistance is heavenly. Its originul is 
Divine. The reward is Goodness, Justice, 
Truth, and sure ! A blissful, glorious im
mortality ! 1 have explained the reasons
why I cannot commence another year’s la
bors without previous assurances of support 
from a sufficient number of subscribers. 
Having published and edited this paper for 
one year, at a heavy expense, which has 
not been met by receipts from subscribers,
1 ain not in a condition to curry tho burden 
longer alone. Hence 1 now call on the 
external world to respond to tho wants of 
the spiritual. And sure 1 am, that if the 
Subject be understood and duly appreciated

by mortals, corresponding with the love 
which labors in the spheres above, to attract 
them, the third volume of the Spirit World 
will mnko its appearance, without fail, the 
first or second week in the approaching 
month of July.

E x p l a n a t io n .—We ask for no remit
tances of money for the third volume, until 
tho first number is issued. And that num
ber will not appear till we receive what is 
equivalent to three hundred pledges of five 
dollars each, it  is absolutely necessary 
for us to know, beforehand, what we may 
depend upon as to receipts from subscrib
ers. We cannot procure the paper of the 
paper-maker, already made; we have to 
order a large quantity to be made expressly 
for this publication. And thus, also, ar
rangements must be made for printing, for 
the year, as also for office rent, mailing, dec. 
And now, having fairly put this paper before 
the external world, for patronugc, if they re
fuse it, we are content, having no ambition 
to be disappointed. We have no unsettled 
accounts with the public, or with the heav
enly spheres. We have striven to do our 
dutyj and in its performance have had a 
reward with which we feel perfectly satis
fied. The future will take care of itself.

O dd  N u m b e r s .— Any of our friends 
wishing specimen numbers of this^paper for 
procuring subscribers, may be supplied by 
making known their desire to us.

Some few of our subscribers may have 
failed to receive the first six numbers of 
this volume, which we cannot now supply. 
But as fur as this deficiency may be paid by 
other odd numbers of the first or second 
volumes, we have supplied them. And 
perhaps a few may not have received 
(through the fault of tho mail or otherwise) 
all to which they were entitled. If  so, 
they will have the opportunity of bearing a 
small, very small, loss, similar in kind to 
that which some of their brethren have 
borne for this cause, which is a great one, 
indeed.

- -r— ■ ■ %

M r . F e r n a l d ' s D is co u r se  of last week, 
on the 44 Mediation of Christ,” requires the 
following corrections. 8th column, 10th line 
from top, for44 immanifested Divine Grace,” 
read unmanifested Divine Essence. 11th 
column, 28th line from top, for 44 source of 
life and personification,” read source o f life 
and purification. 13th column, 12th and 
13th lines from bottom, for 44 awakening, 
glory, and power, of a now revelation, send
ing a current, a now joy,” read awakening 
power and glory o f a new revelation, send
ing a current o f new joy. There aro other 
minor errors, also unluwful liberties taken 
by somebody with the punctuation.

44C r u e l  S l a n d e r s .” — T lie false reports 
referred to by our friend II.,o f  DeRuyter, 
N. Y ., in reference to our having realized 
money from tho sittings held in our fam
ily, are cruel slanders. We explicitly con
tradicted them in the Spirit World of April 
19th.

Sorry, indeed, that we should be com
pelled to allude to this subject again. Hav
ing spent hundreds of dollars, that 1 had 
earned by hard toil, and not having yet re
ceived the first cent for all iny labors dur
ing the past year, the candid must judge 
with what injustice these slanders are cir
culated. Brother H ill speaks of my friends 
as having been affected by these reports! 
Did they not read a contradiction of them 
in the Spirit World of April 19th? And 
how many times must I contradict such 
silly stories in order to retain the confi
dence of my friends ?

To E d it o r s .—The present number of 
the Spirit World fulfils our obligations to 
those editors who published our prospectus 
as a condition on which we promised this 
paper to them for one year.

The precious cause to which the Spirit 
World has been devoted, has been very 
much subserved by a large number of the 
papers upon our exchange list. Having 
become conscious of the blessed realities 
of the heavenly world, they have, we do not 
doubt, experienced a satisfaction in giving 
aid to this cause, which is better than silver 
or gold, or the sordid applause of sensual, 
earthly minds.

L e c t u r e s  by t h e  E d it o r .— The editor 
of the Spirit World will be happy to deliv
er lectures in any localities easy of access, 
on the Harmonia! Philosophy, in which he 
will give a truthful account of the “Myste
rious Manifestations” witnessed in his own 
family, during the past year, and other sim
ilar phenomena, which have excited so 
much attention throughout the country, so 
that the candid, of all parties, may discrim
inate between “mental hallucinations,” or 
deception and fraud, and absolute realities 
from the world of spirits.

W es t  R a n d o l p h , M ass.—By desire o f  
tho friends of the llarmonial Philosophy, in 
this village, the editor gave a lecture on 
the Spiritual World, last Sunday afternoon, 
to a large and attentive audience. The 
lmll was literally crowded, and some who 
came were unable to find admission. The 
audience seemed to be deeply interested, 
and we can but hope some good was done.

This cause has many true and intelligent 
friends in this place. May they be multi
plied a thousand fold.
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MISCELLANEOUS.
S C I E N C E ,  E D U C A T I O N ,  H E A L T H .

GOOD AND E V IL. S P IR IT S .
A false theology has taught that there 

•is a vast separation between all spirits in, 
and those out of, the body—that the gulf 
that separates them is a “ dark valley ” 
which cannot be repassed by those who 
have once groped their way through ; and 
the Styx has been supposed to be an 
altogether impassable stream. Neverthe
less it has been argued that if they do or 
can return, they must necessarily be per
fect in character, knowledge and truth.

With such opinions of spiritualism, 
have communications been sought and ob
tained. When everything was harmoni
ous and truthful, belief was confirmed and 
converts were easily made ; but we have 
seen many zealous believers disappointed 
by getting unsatisfactory or false answers, 
and, as we have before stated, some who 
were the most zealous believers at first, 
when all was harmonious, turned sudden
ly away when they found that all was not 
perfection, as they had at first supposed. 
Some of these very unjustly accused the 
mediums of deception, when there was no 
other proof of it than the falsity of the 
answers. Others have taken altogether a 
theological turn, and declared that it was 
all the work of the devil, and the true an
swers were made only the more effectual
ly to deceive. Those who were not to be 
driven from the investigation by such ar
guments as these, have kept steadily on 
their course, ready to go wherever truth 
and facts should lead them; and it is 
doubtful if any of this class can now say 
they are able to absolutely and fully ac
count for all the angular, eccentric and 
false manifestations that have been made 
in various places, during the progress of 
the new development.

Without assuming to know more than 
others, even of less experience, it may be 
well as one of the number who feel that 
they have not investigated entirely in 
vain, to make some suggestions which 
have been brought to mind by past and 

‘present experience. We have used the 
term “ Good and Evil spirits ’’ at the head 
of this article, not because it conveys an 
exact idea, nor a distinction that is deem
ed true in an absolute sense, but because 
it would serve to call attention to the 
subject in fewer words than the distinc
tion which is thought proper and just, in 
regard to the contradictory communica
tions. The question of the existence of 
absolutely evil spirits, is one which is 
likely to call out as much discussion and 
bitter sectarian feelings among spiritual
ists, as the long mooted question among 
old theologians in regard to the eternity 
of punishment after the spirit has passed 
from this life. There is to be a revival, 
(and from some indications lately, quite 
as malignant feeling on the part" .of the 
lovers of, and contenders for, a devil) 
among the believers in spiritual commu
nication, of all the main theological dog
mas of orthodoxy, (so called.) and while 
some will stand firm on the ground of 
Christian rationalism, others will contend 
for the absolute God-man theory in re

gard to Jesus, and attempt to still further I 
prolong the era of Christian irrationalism.

Here the question will arise, “ why do 
not the spirits settle these questions them
selves, and end the ditferences and relig
ious animosities among men?” The an
swer seems plain, that it is simply because 
they cannot settle the question. They 
are not all advanced to a degree sufficient 
to see alike on these and other subjects; 
and there being different states of devel
opment, it would very naturally follow that 
we should get different and contradictory 
answers on theological subjects as well j 

| as on many others. We deem it an evi
dence of bigotry and intolerance for any 
human being to charge his fellow with 
being a devil, a liar, and inherently wick
ed, because he has been led to an entirely 
different conclusion on theological sub
jects, from that which we have arrived 

I a t ; and should we be less charitable and 
j kind to spirits after they have left the 
I body ? Are we to be the judges, and 

pronounce all spirits devils who do not 
come up to our standard? It looks like 
the rankest sectarianism and dogmatism 
thus to do; yet this is the course now 
pursued by a class of believers in spirit
ual communications. If they can feel 

!~satisfied in branding all spirits out of, be
yond, or behind their affinities, with being 
devils, we cannot envy them their dispo
sitions or affinities.

If asked to account for all the false an
swers on the ground taken by A. J. Davis 
in his recent work on the “ Philosophy of 
Spiritual Intercourse,” our experience 
contradicts the theory. That work places 
it all on the ground of affinities by which 
spirits are attracted; that the true and 
good attract their kind, and the false 

{ theirs. Had not some few facts contra
dicted this, A. J. Davis’s would have 
been the solution that seemed most nat
ural; but if there is in existence any 
facts, however few, that contradict it, his 
theory must be deemed so far deficient. 
It seems fhat the general rule of affinities 

j attracting affinities is right, and is almost 
I universal. But not entirely so. We 
j  know of two instances (and have good 
i evidence of several more) where there was 
| no kind of persons or affinities to draw i 
I false spirits; in one of which there were 
i but tliree persons present, who were not i 
| trying to obtain, nor expecting to receive, 

any communications, but were engaged 
in innocent and elevating conversation, | 
when they were interrupted by loud raps,

J and, on calling the alphabet, nothing sat- 
j isfactory or intelligent was received.— j  
; Everything was bungling and coarse, j 
| One of the company requested the intrud- 
| ing spirit to retire, as lhey wanted no 
J conversation with such spirits. The an-I 
| swer by the spirit was, *• Mind your busi- j 
j ness.” On again requesting the intrud

ing visitor, they were answered by a sen- ! 
tence of extreme vulgarity, such as might 

I have come from a low, vulgar boy in the j 
streets ; and the spirit then retired.

Other instances of the same kind have ! 
come to the kuowedge of the writer, j 

! where the affinities could not have been 
such as to have induced such comniunica- j 

I tions. In the first case an intelligent j 
i spirit was consulted, who, instead ot j 
1 branding the intruder with being a will

ful, malicious devil, told the company to 
speak kindly to the intruder, and kind
ness would cause it to comply with their 
request to leave. Is this the case with 
the fast increasing class of “ devils,” and 
“evil spirits,” that are coming to light by 
the aid of the fossil remains of antiqua
ted theology ? Surely if devils are mov
ed by kindness, they are not so bad as 
they have been represented. But the 
above cases are not accounted for on the 
affinity theory of A. J. Davis. His mis
take seems to be this,—that he did not 
sufficiently recognize the fact that “ignor
ance was the evil, and knowledge the 
remedy,” and that with spirits as with 
men, ignorant, vulgar, and profane per
sons will sometimes intrude themselves 
among persons of higlier and better feel
ings, sometimes for the purpose of com
municating (like some in the body) wheth
er they know what to say or not The 
tendency to devilize everything opposed 
to certain dogmas, and deify everything 
that endorses old theories, is no new thing 
among men ; but the custom has not in
creased its attractions by age. There 
are ignorant spirits who are not at all re
liable—who may tell right or wrong— 
who communicate for the sake of being 
noticed—who were degraded, crushed, 
and made mere animals while in the body, 
and have not yet progressed to a knowl
edge equal to that of intelligent men in 
the body—is quite evident; but shall the 
same relentless bigotry follow them, and 
denounce them as devils, that made them 
such here ? Truly Sectarianism, with 
its slanderous tongne, follows beyond the 
grave, and seeks to make fhe errors and 
mistakes of this life result in creating 
men devils throughout eternity. C.
— Spirit Messtnger.

The late Major Davezac stated that, on 
the morning after the battle of New Or
leans, twelve broiled robbins were placed 
on the breakfast table, prepared by Gen
eral Jackson and his suite, which had 
been shot with a rifle through the head, 
by one of the Kentucky Riflemen, who 
had been in the conflict; he had fired 
thirteen times and missed hitting his bird 
in the head, only once! This circum
stance being soon known in the neigh
borhood, a certificate of the fact was re
quested and obtained from Gen. Jackson 
and his aids, by the British officers, that, 
by such evidence, on their return to Eng
land, they might exhibit to their Govern
ment the character of the enemy at New 
Orleans.

feThe sea, if dried up, would aflord a 
bed of salt five hundred feet thick, one 
hundred for every mile.

The human body in a healthy state, is 
generally at 98 of Farenheit

The heat of an oven applied to a dead 
human body for twelve days, reduced it 
from one hundred and twenty to twelve 
pounds.

The earth is believed to increase in 
heat a degree in every fifteen or twenty 
yards in depth.

The more polished the society is, the 
less formality there is in i t
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C R A F T  A N D  C R IM E  IN  IR E L A N D .
The following singular statement was 

made to the narrator when in Ireland, not 
long since, by one upon whose authority 
he can place the utmost reliance. He 
does not pretend to account for it. The 
circumstances are however, as far as rela
ted, strictly true:

Some three or four years ago, the read
er may recollect seeing in the papers an 
account of the assassination in noonday
of a Mr. C----- , a magistrate of Clare,
and a man of large fortune. It was in 
summer that Mr. C. was returning on an 
outside jaunting car from the sessions, at 
a place called Tulla, and was within two 
miles of the town of Ennis, when a man 
raised himself over the wall of a gentle
man’s demesne, and fired with a double- 
barrelled gun at Mr. C. as he rode by, 
wounding him in the arm. Mr. C. turned 
round, recognized the man, who, to make 
sure, levelled the gun again, and fired at 
him a second time, mortally wounding 
him in the body. T hB  driver pulled his 
horse up, and Mr. C., alighfl®g, went in
to the house and iffisemed the ownerSjnat. 
he was shot, and thaifta man named Mo- 
lony, a tenant of his (MraC.’w iad  shot 
him. The police and maj^Kffies,,with 
surgeons, were soon oB theBpot. The 
medical men pronouiSed theBase hope
less. Mr. C. knew, it w a^^Q and met 
his fate with singuBSr foimude. So 
quickly, howeveBdid mBautlHrities act, 
tha&jin a few hours after the event, and 
before Mr. C. died, the polide entered 
the parlor, on the sofa of wffleh he was 
lying, having in their custody the alleged 
assassin. The wounded gentleman raisB 
ed himself by an effort, and deliberately 
and distinctly identified him.

“ That is the man,” said he. “ It was 
you Molony, who shot me.”

“ God forgive you, Mr. C.” said the 
man firmly. “ This is not the first time 
you have tried to injure me. It was not 
I who shot ypu.”

“ On the word and faith of a dying 
man, it was,” emphatically repeated Mr. C.

His deposition was therefffls taken,End 
Molony wag Bamiih lifted trial. The 
clearness of the^identiKffiion seemed to 
require no corroborapijpn, but' there were 
circumstances that fuwher Bonfirmed it. 
Molony believed himself hardly treated 
by Mr. C., in some matter of lanB and 
had been heard to threaBES vengeaBse. 
He was known to be a resolute fellow, of 
little truth, and Mr. C. was not remarka
ble for much indulgence! The case then 
seemed clear, and when it was tried at 
the assizes, the evidence for the prtftcu- 
tion and the declaration of the dying 
man appeared to make a conviction inev
itable ; when the prisoner’s counsel called 
witnesses to prove an alibi. Of all the 
most hacknied modes, of evading justice 
employed by the Irish criminal, the alib i 
is the most frequently resorted to, the par
ties called to prove it being usually their 
own friends. In this instance, however, 
the court was startled by hearing the 
names of two of the most respectable 
magistrates of the county called.

Mr. M----- ascended the table and took
his seat on the chair, which, in the Irish 
courts, is usually placed for the witnesses 
in this conspicious place.

“ Mr. M., asked the prisoner’s counsel 
‘ do you know the prisoner at the bar?” 

“ Yes—well.”
“ Do you recollect seeing him on the

first day • of the sessions of----- ?” This
was the day on which Mr. C. was shot.

“ Yes, he came to me at T ------, [T—
was eight miles from the place where the 
assassination occurred.] and spoke to me.” 

“ At what time was that ?”
“ At half past one.” [This was as 

near as possible the hour when the fatal 
shots were fired.]

“ How do you know it was that hour ?” 
“ He asked me what o’clock it was. I 

told him. He appeared to forget, re
turned in about a minute, touched his hat 
and asked me again, and I took out my 
watch and told him.”

“ Do .you know the prisoner’s broth
er ?”

“ Yes.”
“ You could not have mistaken his 

brother for him ?”
“ No, I am quite clear on that point. 

I  could not be mistaken, for I spoke to 
the prisoner about the fair.”

The counsel for the crown asked some 
questions, but the witness’s certainty on 
tup point could not be shaken. Mr. M. 
was a clear headed clever m an; a mag
istrate of high respectability, and could 
not have any object in sheltering the 
prisoner.

Mr. B., another magistrate, was next 
called. His account was nearly the 
same as that of his brother magistrate. 
A few minutes,'it must have, been, after 
the prisoner accosted Mr. M., hSspoke to 
him, (Mr. B.,) and a®ed him what (Block 
it was, repeating the question, and mak
ing some observation on the fair.

The result was, the a lib i was BmpIeteB 
ly proved, and in thm ara^B jthe solemn 
dSlaration of Mr. C., the prisoner was 
acquitted. He left the dock for freedom, 
when every one believed he would only 
havBleft it for tjB gallows.

Soon after, Molony’s brother left the 
country, but Molony l^m elf remained. 
ThBmystery, howe^H sowar as men’s 
minds were concgmW. was s o *  unrayell] 
ed, though the circumstances upon which 
theBolution was founded weaJB not suffi
ciently strong t'o ■’conatiMite evidence. 
Tha.prisdner dffi not fire theRiot and was 
at the fair of T ------when the assassina
tion took place.

There is little of no reason to doubt 
that he got his brother to do the deed, as 
he knew from circumstances that he himri 
self would be suspected. His brother re
sembled him, and to m akB the resem
blance the greater, they changed clothes, 
the assassin wearing the ordinary gar
ments of the other, those with the ap
pearance of w tlH  Mr. C. muet have been 
somewhat fapiiliar. In the meantime, 
while he took these pains to deceive Mr.
C., or whomsoever might be with Mr. C., 
as to the identity of the assassin, Molony 
secured his own safety by a very marked 
alibi, taking care that his witnesses should 
be of that class and character who could 
not be suspected of collusion. In fact, 
an act at once more subtle and sanguina
ry Jcould not be committed. It was de
vised with the most deadly hate and cir
cumstantial coolness. The authorities

I were morally convinced of this being the 
case, yet they could not, with the dying 
declaration of the murdered man as to the 
identity of the prisoner, who was acquitt
ed, take any effectual steps to vindicate 
ustice.

But Heaven’s justice vindicated itself 
in an awful way. The actual assassirr 
quitted the country, but his instigator and 
brother remained, blood-marked, however, 
in the belief of most people. He, how
ever, appeared to be in no way oppressed 
with secret consciousness of his guilt. 
He went about his business as usual; and
so matters went on until the fair of T -----
came round once more—the anniversary 
of that when Mr. C., was shot. Molony 
attended this as others, but did not re
turn to his house until the night was very 
far advanced, and then in such an awful 
state that jus family were terrified at his 
appearance. His face was livid and 
swollen, and he seemed in a raging fever. 
In answer to their first questions, he de
clared, with hideous fright in every fea
ture, that he had been met by Mr. C., 
(the murdered man,) when returning 
home, drawn to the spot by the road 
where the trees were thickest, and there 
beaten by the angry spirit until he was 
all but insensible. He was placed in his 
bed in a high state of fever, his body 
swelled, and he continued delirious, rav
ing about Mr. C.’s ghost, until death 
freed him from further suffering.

Cool men attributed the phenomenon 
to fever acting on a guilty mind, and 
possibly that he might have been beaten 
while in liquor by some one on his wTay 
home, and that his own fears alone in
vested the assailant with the form of the 
man whose death he had compassed. I 
suppose these conjectures are correct— 
at least they are reasonable. Others 
shook their heads, however, and said 
Heaven had a 'way when human laws 
fffijed, of vindicating eternal justice. 
The matter, however, was never investi
gated. I have my narrative from a party 
in the neighborhood, who knew the facts 
to be as I have stated, and he related 
them to me.

A  P R O P E R  A C T  W E L L  D O N E .

On the night of the 10th of January last, 
a fire broke out in this village, in just the 
spot and at the precise hour which one 
would have selected as the time and place 
for the commencement of a disastrous 
conflagration. All the probabilities were 
in favor of such result, but the singularly 
prompt, appearance of Excelsior Engine 
on the scene, and the energetic and judi
cious action of the company, arrested the 
flatnes before they got beyond control, 
and assured the safety of the valuable 
property in imminent hazard, before the 
alarm had drawn other force to the spot.

This promptitude and efficiency was 
properly valued by those more immedi- 
atelygnterested, and the result was, that 
a splendid silver trumpet was ordered by 
a number of those whose pecuniary stakes 
in the quarter threatened, were very 
great. The Excelsior Company was no
tified of the honor intended, and the for
mal presentation of this mark of distinc
tion even upon such honorable occasion,
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C R A F T  A N D  C R IM E  IX  IR E L A N D .
The following’ singular statement was 

made to the narrator when in Ireland, not 
long since, by one upon whose authority 
he can place the utmost reliance. He 
does not pretend to account for it. The 
circumstances are however, as far as rela
ted, strictly true:

Some three or four veare ago, the read
er may recollect seeing in the papers an 
account of the assassination in noonday
of a Mr. C----- , a magistrate of Clare,
and a man of large fortune. It was in 
summer that Mr. C. was returning on an 
outside jaunting car from the sessions, at 
a place called Tulla, and was within two 
miles of the town of Ennis, when a man 
raised himself over the wall of a gentle
man’s demesne, and fired with a double- 
barrelled gun at Mr. C. as he rode by, 
wounding him in the arm. Mr. C. turned 
round, recognized the man, who, to make 
sure, levelled the gun again, and fired at 
him a second time, mortally wounding 
him in the body. The driver pulled his 
horse up, and Mr. C., alighting, went in
to the house and informed the owner that- 
he was shot, and that a man named Mo- 
lony, a tenant of his (Mr. C.’s) had shot 
him. The police and magistrates, with 
surgeons, were soon on the spot. The 
medical men pronounced the case hope
less. Mr. C. knew it was so, and met 
his fate with singular fortitude. So 
quickly, however, did the authorities act, 
that in a few hours after the event, and 
before Mr. C. died, the police entered 
the parlor, on the sofa of which he was 
lying, having in their custody the alleged 
assassin. The wounded gentleman rais
ed himself by an effort, and deliberately 
and distinctly identified him.

“ That is the man,” said he. “ It was 
you Molony, who shot me.”

“ God forgive you, Mr. C.” said the 
man firmly. “ This is not the first time 
you have tried to injure me. It was not 
I who shot ypu.”

“ On the word and faith of a dying 
man, it was,” emphatically repeated Mr. C.

His deposition was therefore taken, and 
Molony was committed for trial. The 
clearness of the identification seemed to 
require no corroboration, but there were 
circumstances that further confirmed it. 
Molony believed himself hardly treated 
by Mr. C., in some matter of land, and 
had been heard to threaten vengeance. 
He was known to be a resolute fellow, of 
little truth, and Mr. C. was not remarka
ble for much indulgence. The case then 
seemed clear, and when it was tried at 
the assizes, the evidence for the prosecu
tion and the declaration of the dying 
man appeared to make a conviction inev
itable ; when the prisoner’s counsel called 
witnesses to prove an alibi. Of all the 
most hacknied modes, of evading justice 
employed by the Irish criminaH the alibi 
is the most frequently resorted to, the par
ties called to prove it being usually their 
own friends. In this instance, however, 
the court was startled by hearing the 
names of two of the most respectable 
magistrates of the county called.

Mr. M----- ascended the table and took
his seat on the chair, which, in the Irish 
courts, is usually placed for the witnesses 
in this conspicious place.

“ Mr. M., asked the prisoner’s counsel 
‘do you know the prisoner at the bar?” 

“ Yes—well.”
“ Do you recollect seeing him on the

first day of the sessions of----- ?” This
was the day on which Mr. C. was shot.

“ Yes, he came to me at T----- , [T—
was eight miles from the place where the 
assassination occurred.] and spoke to me.” 

“ At what time was that ?”
“ At half past one.” [This was as 

near as possible the hour when the fatal 
shots were fired.]

“ How do you know it was that hour 7" 
“ He asked me what o’clock it was. I 

told him. He appeared to forget, re
turned in about a minute, touched his hat 
and asked me again, and I took out my 
watch and told him.”

“ Do .you know the prisoner’s broth
er?”

“ Yes.”
“ You could not have mistaken his 

brother for him ?”
“ No, I am quite clear on that point. 

I could not be mistaken, for I spoke to 
the prisoner about the fair.”

The counsel for the crown asked some 
questions, but the witness’s certainty on 
the point could not be shaken. Mr. M. 
was a clear headed clever man ; a mag-- 
istrate of high respectability, and could 
not have any object in sheltering the 
prisoner.

Mr. B., another magistrate, was next 
called. His account was nearly the 
same as that of his brother magistrate. 
A few minutes,'it must have been, after 
the prisoner accosted Mr. M., he spoke to 
him, (Mr. B.,1 and asked him what o’clock 
it was, repeating the question, and malt
ing some observation on the fair.

The result was, the alibi was complete
ly proved, and in the face of the solemn 
declaration of Mr. C., the prisoner was 
acquitted. He left the dock for freedom, 
when every one believed he would only 
have left it for the gallows.

Soon after, Molony’s brother left the 
country, but Molony himself remained. 
ThSrnystery, however, so far as men’s 
minds were concerned, was soon unravell
ed, though the circumstances upon which 
the solution was founded were not suffi
ciently strong to constitute evidence. 
The prisoner did not fire the shot and was 
at the fair of T ----- when the assassina
tion took place.

There is little or no reason to doubt 
that he got his brother to do the deed, as 
he knew from circumstances that he him
self would be suspected. Ilis brother re
sembled him, and to make the resem
blance the greater, they changed clothes, 
the assassin wearing the ordinary gar
ments of the other, those with the ap
pearance of which Mr. C. must have been 
somewhat fapiiliar. In the meantime, 
while he took these pains to deceive Mr. 
C., or whomsoever might be with Mr. C., 
as to the identity of the assassin, Molony 
secured his own safety by a very marked 
alibi, taking care that his witnesses should 
be of that class and character who could 
not be suspected of collusion. In fact, 
an act at once more subtle and sanguina
ry (could not be committed. It was de
vised with the most deadly hate and cir
cumstantial coolness. The authorities

were morally convinced of this being the 
case, yet they could not, with the dying 
declaration of the murdered man as to the 
identity of the prisoner, who was acquitt
ed, take any effectual steps to vindicate 
ustice.

But flea ven’s justice vindicated itself 
in an awful way. The actual assassirp 
quitted the country, but his instigator and 
brother remained, blood-marked, however, 
in the belief of most people. He, how
ever, appeared to be in no way oppressed 
with secret consciousness of his guilt. 
He went about his business as usual; and
so matters went on until the fair of T -----
came round once more—the anniversary 
of that when Mr. C., was shot. Molony 
attended this as others, but did not re
turn to his house until the night was very 
far advanced, and then in such an awful 
state that his family were terrified at his 
appearance. His face was livid and 
swollen, and he seemed in a raging fever. 
In answer to their first questions, he de
clared, with hideous fright in every fea
ture, that he had been met by Mr. C., 
(the murdered man,) when returning 
home, drawn to the spot by the road 
where the trees were thickest, and there 
beaten by the angry spirit until he was 
all but insensible. He was placed in his 
bed in a high state of fever, his body 
swelled, and he continued delirious, rav
ing about Mr. C.’s ghost, until death 
freed him from further suffering.

Cool men attributed the phenomenon 
to fever acting on a guilty mind, and 
possibly that he might have been beaten 
while in liquor by some one on his way 
home, and tiiat his own fears alone in
vested the assailant with the form of the 
man whose death he had compassed. I 
suppose these conjectures are correct— 
at least they are reasonable. Others 
shook their heads, however, and said 
Heaven had a way when human laws 
failed, of vindicating eternal justice. 
The matter, however, was never investi
gated. I have my narrative from a party 
in the neighborhood, who knew the facts 
to be as I have stated, and lie related 
them to me.

A P R O P E R  A C T W E L L  D O N E .
On the night of the 10th of January last, 

a fire broke out in this village, in just the 
spot and at the precise hour which one 
would have selected as the time and place 
for the commencement of a disastrous 
conflagration. All the probabilities were 
in favor of such result, but the singularly 
prompt, appearance of Excelsior Engine 
on the scene, and the energetic and judi
cious action of the company, arrested the 
flames before they got beyond control, 
and assured the safety of the valuable 
property in imminent hazard, before the 
alarm had drawn other force to the spot.

This promptitude and efficiency was 
properly valued by those more immedi- 
atelyjnterested, and the result was, that 
a splendid silver trumpet was ordered by 
a number of those whose pecuniary stakes 
in the quarter threatened, were very 
great. The Excelsior Company was no
tified of the honor intended, and the for
mal presentation of this mark of distinc
tion even upon such honorable occasion,
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took place at tlic Court House on McHday 
evening Inst.

A t nn early hour in tho evening, tho 
Court Room was tilled to its capacity, 
with a very fair show of ladies to do hon
or to tho occasion. Tho trumpet, which, 
by tho way, had been exhibited and much 
admired for a week or two past, is ot sil
ver, with a jjold plated mouth piece and 
bell, and ornamented with two wreaths in 
relief, in which the inscriptions arc en
graved, T he inscription is—

“ Presented to Excelsior Engine Com
pany No. 4, of the village of Kingston, 
jy tho Empire State Mutual Insurance 
Comimnv, N. Rlmendorf, ( '. \V. Schuller, 
A. 11. Preston, O. A. Perkins, \V. Masten, 
11. J. Tenney, as a token of approbation 
for their prompt, energetic, and success
ful exertions in preventing tho spread of 
the fire on the 10th of January, 1851.”

11. J. Tenney, Esip, in behalf of tho 
donors, presented the trumpet, prefacing 
the act by a neat address, l ie  depicted 
with artistic skill the heroic duty of the 
fireman, and the perils ho is called to en
counter in its discharge, lie graphically 
traced the watchfulness, vigilance and 
energetic courage demanded by tho post 
of honorable danger, and very properly 
regarded the achievements in this field of 
exertion to some, ns tar worthier of the 
applause lavished upon those who excel 
only in destruction. The feelings prompt
ing the gift which he held, wore then 
touched upon by the speaker. l ie  re
marked that by this act they did not 
mean to give nn undue pre-eminence to. 
the Company honored above their breth
ren, but to fulfil their bounden duty to 
those whose promptitude and skill had 
averted a terrible threatened disaster—to 
put upon record by this public testimoni
al the value in which such qualities were 
held—to give the Company some endur
ing token, marking a memorable occa
sion, and in which they could have nn 
honorable pride.

\V. H. Romcyn, Esq., who had been 
requested by the Company to respond to 
the remarks of Mr. Tenny, received the 
trumpet, with an appropriate reply, ex
pressive of tho pleasure afforded to tho 
recipients, by this unexpected gift, and 
the incentive it hold out to high and he
roic duty for the future. Mr. It. vividly 
portnived tlic duties of .the firemen, and 
remarked tliut whilst their dangers de
manded all the courage required for a 
battle field, yet they contained within 
them the stimulants to a heroic self de
votion upon chivalric minds. The speak
er remarked that the world was getting 
wiser upon the score of gratitude to real 
benefuevors, and hailed nsun indication of 
encouraging progress—a progress which 
he ardently uelieved in and hoped and 
8truggled tor—that the world frankly ac
knowledged mutual duties between those 
who benetitted and those who were bone- 
fitted, in w hatever sphere of duty such 
nets were done. The speaker accepted 
the gift of the donors, und pledged him
self iu behalf of the Company that it 
would never prove a false token—that no 
future occasion would find them lacking 
the elements of success through which 
this had been won.

;Vtor the presentation, tho Company

with their guests sat tlown to a sumptu- 
our table spread by Mr. \V. C. Smith at 
his miloon. T he evening was spent in 
rational enjoyment, and many a good 
speech was made, and ninny a spicy sen
timent given, which, wo regret to say, 
wo have not the time to record. Tin: 
company broke up at an early hour, mid 
every one carried away the conviction 
that thero tiro few incidents of a life time 
more fraught with pleasure than a cordial 
and friendly re-union of kindred spirits.— 
U lster [K in g s to n  JV. T.) lic p u ld ic a n .

S ympathy in th e  Don.— An interest
ing instnneo of this feeling in tho canine 
species, the authenticity o f which may bo 
relied on, lately took plage, or rather is 
still proceeding, at Invergeldic, a large 
sheep farm on the estate of Lnwers, near 
Comirie, Perthshire. T he overseer be- 
enmo severely indisposed, and for the first 
ten days after their master had taken to 
bed, his two faithful collies refused to bo 
comforted, mournfully declining all sorts 
of food, nay, even milk warm from the 
cow, at last pressed upon tlicm by the 
domestics. At length their case became 
so serious—for they were otherwise valu
able dogs—that the overseer's mother was 
prevailed upon to inform her sick son, 
though at tlic time very low, of the cir
cumstance, begging of him, ns a dernier 
resort, to try what eifect his own word 
would still have upon the mute mourners, 
lly an effort lie succeeded in a weak voice 
to name his favorites, pointing at the same 
time to some food, placed at hand for the 
trial. This gentle command had its etfoct; 
the dogs at once obeyed; and have since 
(as if it were still repented to them, which 
it is not likely ever to bo again) continued 
to take as much ns supports life ; but 
once every day at least, and oftencr if 
opportunity oiler, they glide together into 
the room where the sick man is, slip 
stealthily to the bedside, raise their fore 
paws on tire bed clothes, and in this atti
tude continue together for some time to 
gaze intently on the pallid features of 
their now unconscious master, and then 
droopingly retire out of tlic room.

Bird lime is prepared from the berries 
of the mistletoe and the middle bark of 
the holly; it is boiled till it becomes 
soft.

A healthy liver weighs nearly four 
pounds, but diseased ones become four or 
five times heavier.

The human brain is the twenty-eighth 
of the body, but in the horse but a -100th.

Otto of roses is the oil which swims at 
the top in the distillation of rose water.

T > O I.Y G L O T T  B IB L E . In  four 12mo. 
JL volumes—lletiu'w, Greek, Latin, uml 
French, each volume interleaved with the 
English. known us Hamster's Poly glot t.— 
Cost y  Id.jO. 'Will he sold for $1-3. For sale 
at this office.

1,3 X V  E L O P E S — Beautifully printed, for 
_J thoso who writo on Spiritual subjects. 

L'or Sale at this Oltiee. Price 2o cents per 
hundred.

K TTER , P A P E R — Prepared expressly 
_ i for those who writo to their friends on 

Spiritual Manifestations. 25 cents per quiro. 
to r sale at this ollice.

TH»

SPIRIT WORLD,
PuStfohed 117rX/,/, at No. 28 Idiot S t., Boston, 

M ass., at y’l per Volume, in  udranre. 
Devoted to tho Exposition of nil questions 

respecting hlfluTH and tho future 1'hoiihks- 
BION of llie Human ltaee. It contains Com
munications produced l»y Audible Responses 
from the .Spiritual W orld; explains the ran 
of such Manifestations, and the conditions 
on which they are made. Pledged to no S ix -  
t a  hi an  Dogmas in Theology, Philosophy, or 
Science, it acknowledges no At tiio rity  but 
the I m  in it k  H a iim o n ia , and takes for tho 
Scope of its Mission the universal diffusion of 
Goodness, Justice, und 'Iruth.

T erm s .—T o C lu b s o iu l Agents—S is  vol- 
Im es, $ 5 1 Twelve volumes, $1); Twenty-five 
volumes, 5 15  ; Fifty volumes, (and upwnrds 
in tiie same proportion,) $2*5. lty tlic dozen, 
61) cents. tKV'ln o i l  eases, the miners must 
be sent to one address only ; ainWhc pay for 
them must accompany the order, postage 
paid. On these terms, iiny one is at liberty to 
net as an “A gent” for this paper.

N. It.—The postage on all Letters to this Of
fice. must bepre-paia.

H i s t o r y  o f  t i i e  m y s t e r i o u s
. Noises heard at Rochester, and Other 

Places. Fourth Edition, enlarged, contain
ing all the New Dev elopements on the Subject, 
as well as a Complete Ilistory of the Rise and 
Progress of these Strange Phenomena, their 
Recent Appearance iu many Places—the Re
sults of Various Investigations by Gentlemen 
of high Scientific Attainments ; together with 
all that is as yet known in relation to the sub
ject. This work is published with the sanc
tion of the family of Mrs. I  ox, and it is hoped 
that all who are interested in the subject will 
aid in its circulation. The publisher would 
be glad to place it on sale in the hands of re
sponsible parties, wherever it may be ordered. 
The wholesale price is £6 per hundred; or 
single, 12.$ cents. Orders by mail will be 
punctually attended to. Agents desiring the 
work to sell will have the most favorable 
terms otl'orcd them, on application, post paid, 
to I). M. D E N F .Y , Arcade H all, Rochester, 
N . Y . __________ ______ ap-5_

S IN G U L A R  R E V E L A T IO N S  !—An en
larged and improved edition of the “ H is

tory and Explanation of the Mysterious 
Noises,” and communication with Spirits iu 
the Nineteenth Century, of more than ninety 
closely printed pages, being the most full and 
correct history of the matter yet published, 
lly  E] W . Capron and 11. 1). B.iron, Auburn, 
N. Y . This work can be obtained liy the 
hundred or single copies, at this othee, and of 
the authors. Single copies, 23 cents. A  lib
eral discount to those who purchase by the 
dozen or hundred. Orders from a distance, 
post paid, and containing remittances for one 
or more copies, will he promptly attended to. 

Boston, Oet. 1, LSoO.

■  > OOK OF H E A L T H :  W ith Traction 
. 1 1  Remarks on Diet, Bathing, Clothing, 
A ir, Sight, Sleep, Exercise, tho Influence of 
different Occupations on Health; Infancy, 
Parentage, Old Age, Causes of 111 Health, 
Evils of Drugging, the Water Cure, Ac, Ac. 
By La  Kov Sunderland. For sale at this 
OHice, and l>v B. M A R S H , 23 Coruhill. Also 
by FO W LKft. £  W E L L S , New York. 12$ 
cents single ; 62$ cents per dozen. tf
r t M lE  (’.R EA L' II Alt.M ONEY Being a 
. l  Philosophical Revelation of the Natural, 

Spiritual, and Celestial Universe. Bv Andrew 
Jackson Dnvis. Yol. 1, T IL E  P H Y S IC IA N , 
Contents—Philosophy of Health, Disease. 
Sleep. Death, Psychology,and Healing. Just 
published, and for sale at this Ollice. Price 
$L2.5. _ _ _ _ _ _  tf
f l l U E  P R IN C IP L E S  OE N A T U R E —Hcr 
A  Divine Revelations, and a Voice to 

Mankind. By A. J. Davis. $2.(30 For sale 
at this Office. ’ tf

A bnkk  !■ ‘' l u n s ,  I’ki x t e r , 37 C o k x h il l , Bostox .
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