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Verily thus saith the Lord, con­
cerning the wars that will shortly come 
to pass, beginning at the rebel­
lion of South Carolina, which will 
eventually terminate in the death and 
misery of many souls. The days 
will come that war will be poured out 
upon all nations, beginning at that 
place; for behold, the Southern 
States shall be divided against the 
Northern States; and the Southern 
States will call on other nations, even 
the nation of Great Britain, as it is 
called, and they shall also call upon 
other nations in order to defend them­
selves against other nations ; and thus, 
war shall be poured out upon all 
nations. And it shall come to pass, 
after many days, slaves shall rise up 
against their Masters, who shall be 
marshalled and disciplined for war.— 
And it shall come to pass also, that 
the remnants who are left of the land 
will marshal themselves, and shall be­
come exceeding angry, and shall vex 
the Gentiles with a sore vexation.— 
And thus, with the sword, and by 
bloodshed, the inhabitants of the earth 
shall mourn; and with famine, and 
plague, and earthquakes, and the 
thunder of heaven, and the fierce and 
vivid lightning also, shall the inhab­
itants of the earth be made to feel 
qie wrath, and indignation, and chas­

tening hand of an Almighty God, until 
the consumption, decreed, hath made 
a full end of all nations; that the cry 
of the Saints, and of the blood of 
Saints, shall cease to come up into 
the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth, from 
the earth, to be avenged of their ene­
mies. Wherefore, stand ye in holy 
places, and be not moved, until the 
day of the Lord come; for behold it 
cometh quickly, saith the Lord. Amen. 
(Pearl of Great Price, page 35.)

The above revelation was given 
twenty-one years ago last Christmas. 
We learn by this, some particulars in 
regard to the nature of that universal 
war which is soon to deluge all the 
nations and kingdoms of the earth.— 
The first indication of this fearful ca­
lamity was to begin in the rebellion 
of South Carolina. The revelation 
does not inform ns that the first symp­
tom of this rebellion would exhibit 
any thing very alarming in its appear­
ance, but says, that it '■'will eventual­
ly terminate in the death and misery 
o f many souls.” “Eventual-y ” (not 
directly or immediately,) should the 
rebellion of that State lead on to a 
war more general in its nature, in­
volving the whole nation in a fearful 
revolution resulting, notin the loss of 
a few, but in the “death and misery of 
many souls.”
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The revelation does not inform us 
of the particulars of this general war, 
but shows, in very few words, the 
order in which it would spread; 
First, South Carolina should rebel-, 
second, “ the Southern States” should 
“be divided against the Northern 
States;” third, the Southern States 
should call on Great Britain for help : 
and fourth, Great Britain should call 
on “other nations in order to defend 
themselves against other nations.” 
It seems from this, that Great Britain 
will already be at war with some na­
tions at the time the South will ap­
peal to her for assistance ; for she 
will be obliged to seek assistance to• o
defend herself from other nations.— 
Whether Great Britain, under such 
critical circumstances, will render aid 
to the South, is not stated. She will, 
perhaps, in order to secure commer­
cial advantages favour the South; this 
will enable the latter to compete 
with the superior numbers of the 
North, and prolong the war, until, as 
the revelation states, it results in the 
destruction of many souls-

During this fearful revolutionary 
struggle between the South and the 
North, it seems that the South will 
marshal and discipline their slaves 
for war.

From this, it is quite evident, that the 
South will consider themselves liard- 

*ly competent to withstand the force 
of the North without bringing into 
requisition the strength of the slave. 
However much assistance this may 
for awhile render to the South, it is 
certain, according to the revelation, 
that this strength will fail them : for, 
saith the Lord, “And it shall come 
to pass after many days, slaves shall 
rise up against their masters.” From 
the expression, uafler many days,” 
we are led to conclude that the ca­
lamity, arising from the rebellion of 
the Slaves, will not take place, until 
the nation has, by its previous strug­
gles been reduced to great weakness.

To add to the sufferings and great 
calamities of the nation, they will be 
greatly distressed by the aborigines, 
who “ will marshal themselves and 
become exceeding angry” and vex

them “ with a sore vexation.” We 
are inclined to believe that this will 
not take place until millions of the 
nation have already perished in their 
own revolutionary battles. To what 
extent the Indians will have power 
over the nation is not stated in this 
revelation; but from what .lesus in­
formed their forefathers at the time of 
his personal ministry among them, as 
recorded in the Book of Mormon, they 
will have power in a great measure 
over the whole nation. In speaking 
upon this subject, Jesus prophesies as 
follows :—

“ Therefore, it shall come to pass, 
that whosoever will not believe in my 
words, who am Jesus Christ, which 
the Father shall cause him” (Joseph 
Smith) “ to bring forth unto the Gen­
tiles, and shall give unto him power 
that he shall bring them forth unto 
the Gentiles, it shall be done even as 
Moses said, they shall be cut off from 
among my people who are of the cove­
nant; and my people who are a remnant 
of Jacob, shall be among the Gentiles, 
yen, in the midst of them as a lion 
among the beasts of the forest, as a 
young lion among the flocks of sheep, 
who. if he go through, both treadeth 
down and teareth in pieces, and none 
can deliver. Their hand shall be 
lifted up upon their adversaries, and 
all their enemies shall be cut off— 
Yea, wo be unto the Gentiles, except 
they repent, for it shall come to pass 
in that day, saith the Father, that 1 
will cut oil' thy horses out of the 
midst of thee, and I will destroy thy 
chariots, and 1 will cut off'the cities 
of thv land, and throw down all thy 
strongholds: and 1 will cut off witch- 
crafts out of thy land, and thou shall 
have no more soothsayers; thy gra­
ven images 1 will also cut off, and thy 
standing images out of the midst of 
thee, and thou slialt no more worship 
the works of thy hands; and I will 
pluck up thy groves out of the midst 
of thee ; so will 1 destroy thy cities.— 
And it shall come to pass that all ly­
ings, and deceivings, and envying?, 
and strifes, and priestcrafts, and 
whoredoms, shall be done away.— 
For it shall come to pass, saith the
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Father, that at that day whosoever 
will not repent and come unto my be­
loved Son, them will I cut off from 
among my people, 0  house of Israel; 
and 1 will execute vengeance and fury 
upon them, even as upon the heath­
en, such as they have not heard.” 
(Book of Nephi 9 : 12.)

From this prophecy of our Sa­
viour it will be seen that the aborigi­
nes or remnants of Jacob will pre­
vail against the nation, even as a lion 
prevails against the beasts of the for 
est. Naturally speaking, this could 
not take place, unless the nation were 
first greatly weakened by former 
judgments, or unless God should so 
ordain, and suffer them to be over­
come by their enemies. That God 
himself will fight for the remnant of 
Jacob, is clearly manifest in the fore­
going quotation. It is God who is to 
cut off the horses, destroy the char­
iots, cut off the cities,and throw down 
all the strongholds of the nation : 
it is God who is to cut off the graven 
and standing images, and pluck up 
the pleasant groves, and destroy all 
wickedness from the land : it is God 
who is to “execute vengeance and 
fury upon them even as upon the 
heathen, such as they have not 
heard.” God will, therefore, be with 
the remnant of Jacob, even as lie 
was with their forefathers in the days 
of their righteousness : and as lie de­
stroyed the wicked nations from the 
land of Canaan, so will He utterly de­
stroy this nation unless they repent and 
obey the word of the Lord revealed 
in the Book of Mormon.

The prophet Mormon, a little less 
than fifteen centuries ago, delivers a 
prophecy, concerning this remnant of 
Jacob and this nation of Gentiles in 
the following w ords:

“ But behold, it shall come to pass 
that they” (the Indians) “shall be 
driven and scattered by the Gentiles; 
and after they have been driven and 
scattered by the Gentiles, behold, then 
will the Lord remember the covenant 
which He made unto Abraham, and 
unto all the house of Israel. And also 
the Lord will remember the prayers 
of the righteous, which have been

put up unto Him for them. And then, 
O ye Gentiles,” (meaning the people 
of the United States,) “ how can ye 
stand before the power of God, except 
ye shall repent and turn from your 
evil ways ! Know ye not that ye are 
in the hands of God? know ye not 
that He hath all power, and at His 
great command the earth shall be rolled 
together as a scroll ? Therefore re­
pent ye, and humble yourselves be­
fore Him, lest he shall come out in 
justice against you; lest a remnant of 
the seed of Jacob shall go forth among 
you as a lion, and tear you in pieces, 
and there is none to deliver.” (Book 
of Mormon, 2 : 6.)

Before the Lord would suffer the 
remnant of Jacob or the Indians to 
fall upon the Gentiles, He promised 
their forefathers that He would bring 
forth their sacred records unto the Gen­
tiles, that they might have the priv­
ilege of repenting and of being number­
ed with the house of Israel. Jesus 
spake unto their ancestors as follows :

“ In the latter day shall the truth 
come unto the Gentiles, that the ful­
ness of these things shall be made 
known unto them. But wo, saith 
the Father, unto the unbelieving of 
the Gentiles, for notwithstanding 
they have come forth upon the face 
of this land, and have scattered my 
people who are of the house of 
Israel; and my people who are of the 
house of Israel have been cast out from 
among them, and have been trodden 
under feet by them; and because of the 
mercies ol the Father unto the Gen­
tiles. and also the judgments of the 
Father upon my people who are of 
the house of Israel; verily', verily', 1 
say unto you that after all this,and 
1 have caused my people who are of 
the house of Israel, to be smitten, 
and to be afflicted, and to be slain, 
and to be cast out from among them, 
and to become hated by them—and to 
become a hiss and a bye-word among 
them. And thus commanded) the 
Father that I should say unto you, at 
that day, when the Gentiles shall sin 
against my gospel,” (meaning their 
rejection of the book of Mormon,) “and 
shall be lifted up in the pride of their
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hearts above all nations, and above all 
the people of the whole earth, and shall 
be filled with all manner of lyings, and 
of deceits, and of mischiefs, and all 
manner of hypocrisy, and murders, 
and priestcrafts, and whoredoms,.and 
of secret abominations- and if they shall 
do all those things, and shall reject 
the fulness of my gospel, behold 
saith the Father, 1 will bring the ful­
ness of my gospel from among them , 
and then, 1 will remember my cove­
nant which I have made unto my peo­
ple, O house of Israel, and I will 
bring my gospel unto them ; and I 
will show unto thee, O house of Is­
rael, that the Gentiles shall not have 
power over yon ; but 1 will remem­
ber my covenant unto you, O house of 
Israel, and ye shall come unto the 
knowledge of the fulness of my gos­
pel. But if the Gentiles will repent, 
and return unto me, saith the Father, 
behold, they shall be numbered 
among my people, O house of Israel : 
and 1 will not suffer my people, who 
are of the house of Israel , to go through 
among them, and tread them down, 
saith the Father. But if they will not 
turn unto me, and hearken unto mv 
voice, I will suffer them, yea, I will 
suffer my people, O house of Israel, 
that they shall go through among 
them, and shall tread them down, and 
they shall be as salt that hath lost its 
savor, wdvch is thenceforth good for 
nothing, but to be cast out, and to be 
trodden under foot of my people, O 
house oflsrael.” (Book ofNephi 7: 4.)

It is evident from the foregoing that 
before the Indian are suffered to have 
complete power over this nation, God 
will thoroughly warn them through 
the medium of His word in the 
book of Mormon, which, if they re­
ject, will ripen them for the threaten­
ed judgments; but first the Lord 
will bring the fulness of His gospel 
from among the nation, delivering 
them over, because of their wicked­
ness, to hardness of heart and blind­
ness of mind, that He may execute 
vengeance and fury upon them. Jesus 
more fully describes this calamity on 
another occasion, as follows :

“ And the Father hath commanded

me, that I should give unto you this 
land for your inheritance. And Isay 
unto you, that if the Gentiles do 
not repent, after the blessing which 
they shall receive,” (meaning the 
blessing of the Book of Mormon,) 
“ after they have scattered my people, 
then shall ye who are a remnant of 
the house of Jacob, go forth among 
them ; and ye shall be in the midst of 
them, who shall be many ; and ye 
shall be among them, as a lion among 
the beasts of the forest, and as a young 
lion among the flocks of sheep, who, 
if he goeth through, both treadeth 
down and teareth in pieces, and 
none can deliver. Thy hand shall 
be lifted up upon thine adversaries, and 
all thine enemies shall be cut off— 
And I will gather my people to­
gether, as a man gatherethhls sheaves 
into the floor, for I will make my 
people with whom the Father hath 
covenanted, yea, 1 will make thy 
horn iron, and 1 will make thy hoofs 
brass. And thou shalt beat in pieces 
many people; and I will consecrate 
their gain unto the Lord, and their 
substance unto the Lord of the whole 
earth. And behold, I am He who 
doeth it. And it shall come to pass, 
saith the Father, that the sword of 
my justice shall hang over them at 
that day ; and except they repent, it 
shall fall upon them, saith the Fath­
er, yea, even upon all the nations of 
the Gentiles.” (Book ofN eph i, 9 : 
8 and 9.)

This last quotation shows most 
dearly that it is God who will, 
through the instrnmentalitv of this 
remnant of Jacob, bring this nation 
down ; and because God is against 
them “none can deliver them” out of 
His hands, or out of the hands of the 
aborigines who are of the house of 
Israel: they will beat in pieces many 
people, and there will be no power in 
the Gentiles to stand before them, be­
cause they have sinned against God 
in rejecting Ilis word which He has 
taken so much pains to preserve and 
bring forth unto them : But they
treat it as a thing of naught, and de­
spise the same; therefore shall they 
be treated as naught,and trodden down
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by the house of Israel even as nations 
of old. Say not in your hearts that you 
are strong, and that these calamities 
will not come upon you; for though 
you increase your strength an hun­
dred fold, and fortify yourselves with 
walls and gigantic towers ; and by 

.your wisdom invent engines of de­
struction that will cause the nations to 
tremble, yet you shall be as naught 
before the power of the Almighty, 
and your strong-holds shall be thrown 
down, as were the walls of Jericho, 
and you shall fall a prey to the de­
vouring sword, and your carcases shall 
moulder away upon the face of the 
laud, and your flesh shall become 
meat for the dogs and for the ravenous 
birds of the a rr; and there shall be 
none left to blaspheme against the 
Holy One of Israel, or to fight against 
His holy word upon all the face of 
this land. For this is a choice land, 
and it must be redeemed from the 
hand of wickedness, that the righteous 
may dwell thereon for ever, and rejoice 
in the fulness of the blessings thereof.

The day is at hand when the Lord 
will visit all the nations of the earth 
with a proclamation of repentance 
and mercy, and blessed are that peo­
ple, nation, or tongue who know the 
joyful sound ; but wo unto that peo­
ple who hearken not unto the voice 
of the Lord, neither unto the voice 
of his servants; for the Lord has a 
consumption decreed upon all the 
face of the earth, and all flesh shall 
come in remembrance before. Him to 
render unto them according to their 
works; to redeem the whole earth 
from wickedness, and to make a full 
end of all nations who will not be­
come suhject to His laws. Where­
fore nation shall war against nation 
and kingdom against kingdom, and 
the slain of the Lord shall be many. 
In regard to the wars of the latter 
days, the vision ofN ephi, seen about 
six hundred years before Christ, is 
highly instructive. We quote the 
following :

“ And it came to pass that the an­
gel spake unto me, Nephi, saying, 
thou hast beheld that if the Gentiles 
repent, it shall be well with them; and

thou also knowest concerning thp 
covenants of the Lord, unto the 
house of Israel ; and thou also hast 
heard, that whoso repenteth not, must 
perish; therefore, wo be unto the 
Gentiles, if it so be that they harden 
their hearts against the Lamb of God, 
for the time cometh, saith the Lamb 
of God, that I will work a great and a 
marvellous work among the children 
of men; a work which shall be ev­
erlasting, either on the one hand or 
on the o ther: either to the con­
vincing of them unto peace and life 
eternal, or unto the deliverance of 
them to the hardness of their hearts 
and the blindness of their minds un­
to their being brought down into cap­
tivity, and also unto destruction, both 
temporally and spiritually, according 
to the captivity of the devil, of which 
I have spoken. And it came to pass 
that when the angel had spoken 
these words he said unto me, reinem- 
berest thou the covenants of the 
Father unto the house of Israel ? I 
said unto him, yea. And it came 
to. pass that he said unto me, look, 
and behold that great and abomi­
nable church, which is the mother of 
abominations whose foundation is the 
devil. And he said unto me, behold 
there are save two churches only; 
the one is the church of the Lamb of 
God, and the other is the church of 
the devil; wherefore, whoso belong- 
eth not to the Church of the Lamb of 
God, belongeth to that great church, 
which is the mother of abominations; 
and she is the whore of all the earth.

“ And it came to pass that I looked 
and beheld the whore of all the earth, 
and she sat upon many waters; and 
she had dominion over all the earth, 
among all nations, kindreds, tongues, 
and people.

“ And it came to pass that I beheld 
the Church of the Lamb of God, and 
its numbers were few, because of the 
wickedness and abominations of the 
whore who sat upon many waters; 
nevertheless, I beheld that the Church 
of the Lamb, who were the Saints of 
God, were also upon all the face of 
the earth; and their dominions upon 
the face of the earth were small, be-
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cause of the wickedness of the great 
whore whom 1 saw.

“ And it came to pass that 1 beheld 
that the great mother of abomination 
did gather together multitudes upon 
the face of all the earth, among all 
the nations of the Gentiles, to fight 
against the Lamb of God.O #

“ And it came to pass that 1, Neplu, 
beheld the power of the Lamb of 
God, that it descended upon the 
Saints of the Church of the Lamb, 
and upon the covenant people of the 
Lord, who were scattered upon all the 
face of the earth ; and they were 
armed with righteousness, and with 
the power of God in great glory.

“ And it came to pass that 1 beheld 
that the wrath of God was poured out 
upon the great and abominable church 
insomuch that there were wars and 
rumours of wars among all the na­
tions and kindreds of the earth ; and 
as there began to be wars and rumours 
of wars among all the nations which 
belonged to the mother of abomina­
tions, the angel spake unto me, say­
ing, behold, the wrath of God is upon 
the mother of harlots; and behold, 
thou seestall these things : and when 
the day cometh that the wrath of God 
is poured out upon the mother of 
harlots, which is the great and abom­
inable church of all the earth, whose 
foundation is the devil, then, at that 
day, the work of the Father shall 
commence, in preparing the way for 
the fulfilling of his covenants, which 
he hath made to His people, who are 
of the house of Israel.” (First Book 
of Nephi, 3 : 45—51.)

From this quotation, it will be seen 
that there will be wars and rumours 
of wars among all the nations of the 
Gentiles. Whether the present war 
that has commenced between Russia 
and Turkey is the one predicted as the 
beginning of that more general war in 
which all the nations will participate, 
is not for us at present, to say; it has 
every appearance of becoming gen­
eral, at least, as far as Europe is con­
cerned. The European nations with 
the United States come more particu­
larly under the dominion of the “great 
and abominable church,” which in­

cludes all the churches of apostate 
Christendom, both Catholic and Pro­
testant. It is the nations of Christen­
dom that are to be visited with the 
heaviest of all judgments; for not on­
ly will they war among themselves, 
but every plague, mentioned in John’s 
revelations, as coming upon great 
Babylon, will surely come upon these 
apostate Christian nations, and they 
will gnaw their tongues for pain, and 
finally, as one of the last judgments 
of a temporal nature, they will be to­
tally destroyed— they and their cities, 
by devouring fire. But Oh, what 
scenes of wretchedness and misery 
await them, before the day of burning 
comes! No tongue can describe 
the fearful desolating judgments that 
will sweep through the land ; but 
yet, they will not repent, for their 
day of erace will then be past, and 
they will be sealed over unto the 
judgments written; therefore, in the 
depths of their miseries, they will lift 
up their voices and curse God who 
has powrer over these plagues.

In order that God may punish 
these nations and utterly overthrow 
them, he is calling upon his people 
to come out from them and flee far 
away, ( and hide themselves in the 
chambers of the mountains, and pu­
rify themselves before the Lord, lest 
they also perish in Babylon ; for the 
Lord hath decreed that he will spare 
none that remain in Babylon. Let 
the Saints remember, that the Lord 
hath said, that the people of Zion are 
to be the only people upon the face 
of the whole earth but what shall be 
at war one with another. They alone 
will escape if they observe diligently 
all the commandments of the Lord in 
the Book of Mormon and in the oth­
er revelations which God has given 
or shall hereafter give; but if not, 
they will .in no wise escape; for the 
Lord will chasten the Saints until 
they will learn to live by every word 
that proceedeth forth from His mouth. 
Those who call themselves Latter- 
day Saints are no more precious in the 
sight of God than other people, un­
less they do better than others. In­
deed, the greater the light against
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which tlie Saints sin, the greater and 
more severe must be their judgment, 
unless they repent, therefore, let us 
fear before the Lord, and tremble ex­
ceedingly, if we have any of us sinned; 
let us go before Him and confess 
our faults, and seek mercies and for­
giveness at His hands ; let us put 
away every evil, and strive most earn­
estly to give heed to the word of

truth : for how can we stand before 
! Him unless we do this ! The great 
I and terrible day of the Lord is at 
hand, and all nations shall fear and 
tremble exceedingly; but if the Saints 
are prepared, it shall be a day of re­
joicing and of great glory to them ; 
it shall be the day of their redemption, 
and the commencement of a glorious 
reign of which there shall be no end.

E d i t o r .

F O R E I G N  I N T E L L I G E N C E .

H o n o l u l u , Sandwich Islands, 
Nov. 18, 1853.

D e a r  B r o t h e r  O. P r a t t ,
I take the earliest opportunity to 

acknowledge vour kindness in for- 
warding me the Seer. The nine first 
Nos. of which have just come to 
hand. The perusal of which has 
caused our hearts to rejoice. The for­
eign Elders are all anxious to procure 
one or more copies of all your publi­
cations in Washington. 1 send you 
the enclosed list of subscription.— 
We think the Seer a very valuable 
production, and feel that it may do 
much good here. The work upon 
these Islands is onward. Over three 
thousand have been baptized in all ; 
and near two thousand of these, have 
been baptized since our conference 
last April. Although we meet wi'h 
every opposition that priestcraft can 
invent; and in one instance two of 
the brethren were severely bruised 
and ill-treated by mob violence.— 
Besides which we have had many 
vexatious law-suits, &c., &e. The 
Book of Mormon is translated into 
the native tongue, and prepared for 
the press. And we are now active­
ly engaged in procuring means to 
establish a press to speedily print 
that and many other works for this 
native people. And we iiope before 
our April conference to have it in suc­
cessful operation

We are seeking out a location 
suitable to gather this people, that 
they may become better prepared for

a general emigration; and also to de­
tach them from the corrupt influence 
with which they are continually sur­
rounded. The principles of truth 
and virtue are fast inereasingamong 
the native saints; and many who have 
received the priesthood are becoming 
powerful auxiliaries in rolling for­
ward the work. Our religion is claim- 
ing the attention of many of the high­
est Chiefs or Nobles in the Kingdom; 
some of whom have avowed their 
belief, and are opening their hearts 
to assist in procuring a press and 
in granting lands to facilitate the 
gathering of the saints here.

The smallpox has done a great 
work here, some thousands have been 
swept ofi", including over two hun­
dred of the saints. There is much 
talk of annexation to the United States 
of this kingdom, but we think it will 
not soon take place.

Believe me ever your Brother in 
Christ, B. F. J o h n s o n .

A p p o i n t m e n t .— Elder Aaron F. 
Farr is appointed to succeed Elder 
Horace S. Eldredge in the presidency 
of the St. Louis conference. Presi­
dent Eldredge has, so far as we are 
acquainted, presided over that con­
ference with wisdom, and judgment, 
and in righteousness ; but he is called 
to return to the valley this season to 
attend to other duties that may be as­
signed to him. He will probably 
leave in June, and no doubt with the 
good feelings, and prayers, and bless-
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ings of all the saints in that confer­
ence. Elder Eldredge will retain the 
Presidency of the conference until 
his departure, after which Elder Farr’s 
appointment will be in force.

We would suggest to Elder Farr 
the propriety of proceeding to St. 
Louis, as soon as convenient, in or­

der that he may become acquainted, 
by confering with Elder Eldredge, 
with the nature of the duties assigned 
him.

ORSON PRATT,
President of the Saints in the 

U S. and British Provinces.
Washington City, D. C., Feb. 20, 1854.

F O R M A T I O N  O F  T H E  E A R T H :

ITS DIVISION INTO ISLANDS AND CONTINENTS---- ITS RESTORATION TO
ITS ANTEDILUVIAN CONDITION.

BY THE EDITOR.

There has been much speculation 
in relation to the ancient condition 
of our globe. And from many facts, 
connected with the geological forma­
tions of the earth’s crust, it ha> been 
concluded that the land and water 
have more than once changed places. 
Upon mountains and high elevations 
are frequently found shells and other 
remains of marine inhabitants in cir­
cumstances where it would seem to 
preclude all possibility of their having 
been deposited through human agen­
cy. It seems to be almost certain, 
then, that the dry land and even the 
highest elevations of our globe, have, 
at some former period, been sub­
merged beneath the sea, and have 
formed the bed of the ocean.

Many geological speculations have 
heen put forth to account for the 
great changes that have happened in 
the surface strata of the earth. But 
it is not our intention to examine the 
probability or improbability of those 
^conjectures; but merely to give some 
few facts from divine revelation to 
■show that the present geological con­
ditions of our globe, are not, in their 
general cb iracteristics, the result of 
slow and gradual change'-, but the ef­
fects of sudden convulsions and catas­
trophes under the control and super­
intendence of that A1’-powerful Being 
■who formed all things.

As the elements of all worlds were 
-not created, but are eternal, and as 
they have always be_n the tabernacle

or dwelling place of God, they must 
have eternally been acted upon by 
His spirit; consequently must have 
passed through an endless series of 
operations without beginning. Instead 
of seeking to trace out evidences of a 
beginning to the elements, we shall 
at once pronounce them eternal from 
the fact that we have no account of 
their creation from nothing, for God 
himself must be an eternal substance : 
aud it is just as reasonable to believe 
that all tlie other elements which are 
His tabernacle, are eternal, as to admit, 
as we are compelled to do, the eterni­
ty of r I is substance.

How many thousands of millions of 
times the elements of our globe have 
been organized and disorganized; or 
how many millions of shapes or forms 
the elements have been thrown into in 
their successive organizations and dis­
organizations ; or how widely the par- 
ticles have been diffused through 
boundless space; or how many dif 
ferent worlds these particles have, at 
one time and another, formed compo­
nent parts ; or how long they have 
been parts of the solar system ; or how 
Ions' that system itself has formed a 
branch of our stellar heavens—is un­
known to us mortals. We can only 
go back to the organization of our 
present globe— to the time when “ the 
momma- stars sang- together and all 
the sons of God shouted for joy.” 
This is only one link in the endless 
chain—only one grand event in a se-
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ries without beginning. But this event 
was sudden, not the effects of slow 
and imperceptible changes, operating 
for an indefinie number of ages.— 
Jehovah spake—the elements came 
rushing together, not by their own 
power, but under the action of the 
self-moving forces of His Spirit, asso­
ciated with the particles to be moved. 
That this all-powerful spirit perform­
ed its operations in a definite and fixed 
manner, according to certain prescrib­
ed laws, there is no doubt. And if 
any of our modern Philosophers had 
been present on that grand occasion, 
they undoubtedly would have beheld 
every particle moving toward the great 
common centre with a resultant force, 
varying inversely as the square of its 
distance from every other particle.— 
They would have called it the law of 
gravitation : while those better ac­
quainted with the origin of the force 
would have called it the law by which 
the Spirit of God moves together the 
particles of matter.

We are not to suppose that these 
elements, before they were collected, 
were formed into solid masses of 
rocks and other hard substances : and 
that these came rushino- together— 
rocks being piled on rocks, breaking, 
crashing, and rending into millions of 
fragments. But no doubt through the 
operation of antecedent forces, there 
had been a complete disorganization 
or dissolution of the bodies, composed 
of these elements in that prior state of 
existence anteiior to the foundation of 
the present globe : this being the
case, the elements being separate, and 
apart, and widely diffused, were in a 
condition to come together in a state 
of particles, instead of aggregate mass­
es. These particles, under the law of 
force ordained, would collect in the 
form of a sphere, arranging themselves 
according to their specific gravities in 
strata at different distances from the 
centre.

If these particles, while collecting 
from the surrounding spaces, were un­
der the influence of no foreign forces, 
they would form a perfect sphere, 
having no tendency to rotate; but if 
they were disturbed by their gravita­

tion towards foreign bodies, they 
would, at the time of their contact 
with the central nucleus, strike the 
surface of the same obliquely, which 
would give rise to a rotatory move­
ment : and this rotation would change 
the form of the nucleus from that of a 
sphere to a spheroid; and the oblate­
ness or eccentricity of the spheroid 
would depend upon the final resultant 
velocity of the rotation at the time 
that the particles were all collected.

In the morning of our creation the 
gathering together of the particles 
was accomplished under such regu­
lar, harmonious and systematic laws, 
that there were no elevations of the 
land above the water. All the suc­
cessive strata seemed to have ar­
ranged themselves in a perfect spher­
oidal form, comforming to the laws of 
gravity and rotation, as if they had 
been a fluid substance. So perfect was 
this arrangement, that the land was 
completely enveloped in a flood of 
water: no portion thereof was seen.

But soon the commandment came 
for the waters to be gathered together 
into one place, and for the dry or solid 
land to appear. This great event was 
unquestionably brought about under a 
system of fixed laws, no less definite 
than that of gravitation; but perhaps 
not so well comprehended by man. 
The Spirit of God in association with 
the elements, not only produces all 
the phenomena of gravitation, but 
also causes the elements to act upon 
each other, cohesively and chemical­
ly, when the particles are brought in­
sensibly near to each other. It could 
hardly be expected, therefore, that 
such a great mass of elements could 
be brought together from the surround- 
ing spaces, without producing chem­
ical operations of such force and 
power as to disturb the whole globe. 
Such forces would cause the upheaval 
of the dry land in some places, and a 
corresponding depression in others, to 
which thwa ters would rush ; or the 
dry landmight be made to appear, 
and the waters he gathered together, 
by a very different process, namely, 
by a variation of the period of the 
earth’s rotation.
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The original position of the land 
and water in regard to the surface of 
the earth, as it existed immediately 
after their separation, we have no 
means of determining only by revela 
tion. It is certain, however, that it 
was entirely different from the present 
arrangement; and that it remained so 
sufficiently long for extensive marine 
deposits to be formed, which, by the 
great eruptions and changes that have 
since taken place, exhibit themselves 
in the interior of continents, and in 
locations highly elevated above the 
sea level.

From the revelations which God 
has given, there is no doubt but there 
has been a most wonderful change. 
By them we learn that the Eastern 
and Western Continents were one; 
whilst the waters occupied the polar 
regions of our globe. America, Eu­
rope, Asia, Africa, and many Islands 
of the sea, were all one land. The 
dividing of the earth into continents 
and islands, was mostly accomplished 
in the clays of Peleg, who was born 
101 years after the flood, and died 
339 years after that memorable de­
struction. Many changes were made 
upon the earth in the days of Enoch : 
and no doubt the flood occasioned 
still greater; but we must look to the 
days of Peleg for the division of the 
earth into continents and islands, and 
the letting in of the waters upon the 
equatorial regions. Since the grand 
division of the earth, many great 
changes have happened to the various 
divisions of land by volcanic action 
and earthquakes; the greatest of which 
transpired at the crucifixion of Christ, 
when all the face of this land was 
broken up and changed ; many moun­
tains becoming valleys, and many val­
leys becoming mountains.

Without further revelation it is im­
possible for us to give any thing like 
a correct idea of the geographical 
condition of the earth before the days 
of Peleg. Some of its general features 
may be very correctly determined 
from the following revelation, con­
cerning the second coming of Christ, 
which reads thus:

‘‘ Prepare ye for the coming of the

Bridegroom ; go ye, go ye out to meet 
Him, for behold, He shall stand upon 
the Mount of Olivet, and upon the 
mighty ocean, even the great deep, 
and upon the islands of the sea, and 
upon the land of Zion ; and He shall 
utter His voice out of Zion, and He 
shall speak from Jerusalem, and His 
voice shall be heard among all people, 
and it shall be a voice as the voice of 
many waters, and as the voice of a 
great thunder which shall break down 
the mountains, and the valleys shall 
not be found ; He shall command the 
great deep, and it shall be driven back 
into the north countries, and the is­
lands shall become one land, and the 
land of Jerusalem and the land of Zion 
shall be turned back into their own 
place, and the earth shall be like as it 
was in the days before it was divided. 
And the Lord, even the Saviour, shall 
stand in the midst of His people, and 
shall reign over all flesh.” (Doc. 
and Cov., 108 : 5.)

The great deep is to be driven into 
the north countries— the islands are 
to become one land—the land of Jeru­
salem and the land of Zion (meaning 
the Eastern and Western Continents) 
are to be turned back into their own 
place, and the earth to be restored 
to its ancient geographical position. 
John the revelator prophesies of the 
same convulsions, and says that “ ev­
ery mountain and island were moved 
out of their places.” He saw that 
when the seventh angel poured out 
his vial of the wrath of God that 
“ There were voices, and thunders, 
and lightnings ; and there was a great 
earthquake, such as was not since 
men were upon the earth, so mighty 
an earthquake and so great. And the 
great city was divided into three parts, 
and the cities of the nations fell: and 
great Babylon came in remembrance 
before God to give unto her the cup 
of the wine of the fierceness of His 
wrath. And every island fled away 
and the mountains were not found.” 
Rev. 16 : 17-20.

The same tremendous convulsion 
is predicted by Isaiah (24 :17-20) in 
the following language:—

“ Fear, and the pit, and the snare
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are upon thee, O inhabitant of the 
earth. Am! it shall come to pass, that 
he who fieeth from the noise of the 
fear shall fall into the p it; and he 
that cometh up out of the midst of 
the pit shall be taken in the snare : 
for the windows from on high are 
open, and the foundations of the earth 
do shake. The earth is utterly bro­
ken down, the earth is clean dissolved, 
the earth is moved exceedingly; the 
earth shall reel to and fro, like a 
drunkard, and shall be removed like a 
cottage; and the transgression thereof 
shall be heavy upon it; and it shall 
fall, and not rise again.”

The convulsion of the earth at the 
time of its restoration to its antedilu 
vian condition, will exceed all former 
convulsions, not excepting the great 
one which took place at the time of 
its division into continents and islands; 
hence, John describes it as the great- 
est earthquake that had ever happened 
since men were upon the earth, not 
only affecting the surface by casting 
down mountains, and exalting valleys, 
but causing the very continents and 
islands themselves to flee away ; they 
are not annihilated, but as John says, 
“moved out o f  their places.” It will 
not be merely the exterior strata of 
the earth that will be broken np, but 
the very “ foundations,” as Isaiah says, 
shall shake. This latter-day earth­
quake will be attended with intense 
heat, melting and separating the very 
elements, or as Isaiah says, ‘‘The 
earth is clean dissolved ; ” and as the 
Psalmist predicts : “ A fire goeth be 
fore Him. and bnrneth up His enemies 
round about. His lightnings enlight­
ened the world : the earth saw and 
trembled. The hills melted 1 ihe wax 
at the presence of the Lord, at the 
presence of the Lord of the whole 
earth. The heavens declare His right­
eousness, and all the people see His

glory.” (Ps. 97: 3-6.) From this pas­
sage we learn that this intense fire will 
attend the presence of the Lord at His 
coming, and appears to be of the nature 
of “ lightning,” which is to “ enlighten 
the whole world.” We can form some 
idea of its intensity from the fact of its 
“ melting hills like wax,” and “ dis­
solving the earth.”O #

If we had an antediluvian map, wre 
should be able to point out the future 
geographical positions of the land and 
water as it will exist during the Millen­
nium; or in other words, an antedilu­
vian map would answer very well the 
purpose of a Millennial map. For the 
earth is to be restored to its former 
condition.

In order to maintain the present 
ellipticity of the earth, and its present 
diurnal period of rotation, and at the 
same time retain the seas in the polar 
regions, it will be necessary that the 
solid portions, now submerged be­
neath the equatorial sea, should be 
upheaved or lifted up. This could 
not be done without producing a cor­
responding depression around the 
poles, and the waters would thus, 
under the present laws of gravitation, 
be obliged to rush from the equatorial 
to the polar regions. Although it is 
done by the direct command of God, 
yet He generally accomplishes His 
purposes through the medium of laws 
which are in operation. For aught 
we know the raising up the equa­
torial bed of the ocean may be ac­
complished by the internal forces of 
the earth, with which we are entirely 
unacquainted, only as we now and 
then behold their effects in the earth­
quake and volcano. But whatever be 
those internal forces, it is certain that 
they will be controlled intelligently 
so as to arrange the continents and 
islands in their ancient position.
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R E P E N T A N C E .

BY T H E  E D I T O R .

( Concluded.)

Many other evils might be men­
tioned of which it is needful for you 
to repent-, but as you have much of 
the word of God pointing them out 
to you, it is not neeessary for me in 
this artiele to describe every particu­
lar evil. Many of you are guilty of 
blaspheming that Holy Being who gave 
you existence, and of continually using 
his name in vain. Many of you are 
guilty of defrauding and taking the 
advantage of your neighbor; of bear­
ing false witness ; of slandering, re­
viling, and speaking evil of one anoth­
er ; of oppressing the poor ; and of 
being lifted up in great pride; and of 
withholding your riches and your 
substance from the widow and the 
fatherless, and from the poor and 
needy, while you and your false teach­
ers revel in the luxuries of the earth, 
and adorn your chapels, and your 
synagogues, and your churches with 
all manner of costly ornaments : and 
you clothe yourselves in silks and sat­
ins, and in fine twined linen, and re­
member not that God has given these 
things to you, that you might not on­
ly be blessed yourselves, but that you 
might bless the sick and afflicted.— 
Of all these things, and of many oth­
er evils, you must repent, or you can 
in no wise inherit the kingdom of God; 
for the cries of the poor and needy 
will ascend up before God against you.

Having set forth the evils of which 
you are guilty, we now come to the 
second part of our subject, namely— 
The nature o f the sorrow connected 
with true repentance. There are dif- 
erent kinds of sorrow. Thieves, rob­
bers, murderers, adulterers, &c., are 
frequently sorrowful because they 
have been detected in the crimes which 
they have committed. They are not 
sorrowful, because they have sinned 
against God, or because they have in­
jured others; but they are sorry that

their crimes have been exposed, or 
that they have been prevented from 
a realization of the happiness which 
they anticipated. This is the sor­
row of the world ; and it is of the 
same nature as the sorrowing of the 
evil spirits in hell: they are sorry 
when they fail to accomplish their 
malicious designs against God and 
His people. This kind of sorrow, 
worketh death.

Others have a species of sorrow, 
arising through fear. They are con­
vinced that they have, in numerous 
instances, violated the law of God, 
and they greatly fear the consequences 
in the great judgment day ; but yet 
they feel no disposition to reform.— 
They are sorry that there is a law of 
God, or a punishment in the world 
to come. They love wickedness, and 
are sorry that they must one day give 
an account before God for all their 
evil deeds. They are sorry that they 
cannot continue to cheat and defraud 
their neighbor, and heap up riches, 
without being harassed with the idea 
of future punishment. Many are con­
vinced in their hearts that the Book 
of Mormon is a d.ivine revelation : 
and they are sorry that God should 
again speak to man ; they are sorry 
that there is not some more popular 
way of being saved ; they are sorry 
that they must subject themselves to 
the scorn and ridicule of the world 
in order to receive the message which 
God has now sent into the world.— 
Finally, there are many things which 
create sorrow in the world.

But the sorrow that is acceptable 
in the sight ofGod is that which leads 
to true repentance, or reformation of 
conduct: it is that sorrow' which arises, 
not only through fear of punishment, 
but through a proper sense of the evil 
consequences of sin ; it is t.fat sorrow 
which arises from a knowledge of our
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own unworthiness, and from a con­
trast of our own degraded and fallen 
condition with the mercy, goodness, 
and holiness of God. We are sorry 
that we should ever have condescen 
ded to do evil. We are sorry that we 
should ever have rendered ourselves 
so unworthy before God •, we are sor­
ry at the weakness of our own fallen 
nature. This kind of sorrow will lead 
us to obey every commandment of 
G od; it will make us humble and 
childlike in our depositions ; it will 
impart unto us meekness and lowli 
ness of mind ; it will cause our hearts 
to be broken and our spirits to be con­
trite ; it will cause us to watch, with 
great carefulness, every word, thought, 
and deed ; it will call up our past 
dealings with mankind, and we will 
feel most anxious to make restitution 
to all whom we may have, in any way, 
injured. It will lead us to sympathize 
with the poor and needy, and, if we 
have riches, to administer to their 
wants; it will cause 11s to visit the 
sick and afflicted, and to do all that 
the gospel requires to alleviate their 
sufferings: these, and many other 
good things, are the results of a God­
ly sorrow for sin. This is repent­
ance not in word but in deed ; this is 
the sorrow with which the heavens 
are well pleased.

Third, The confession necessary fo r  
the penilcut, in order to render him 
still more acceptable in the sight of 
God, is something that should not be 
overlooked by those who are desirous,
not only to reform, but to obtain for-■> ' _
givencss of past sins. Though we may 
break off from our sins, and reform 
our conduct, yet we cannot expect a 
forgiveness of our past sins w thout 
a humble confession of the same. If 
we have trespassed against any of our 
neighbors, it is our duty, not only to 
make restitution, but to make a suita­
ble confession a 'd  seek their forgive­
ness. We should also confess our 
sins to God with a Godly sorrow and 
contrition of spiri'.

And Fourth, this confession should 
be accompanied with a promise and 
determination to sin no more. To con­
fess our sins before God would be of

no particular benefit, unless we were 
determined to forsake them Without a 
covenant or promise before God that 
we will forsake sin with an unshaken 
determination, that we will henceforth 
yield to no evil, our confession and re­
pentance will be vain, and we must 
not expect to be pardoned ; for the 
Holy One of Israel cannot be deceiv­
ed, and will not pardon those who 
merely confess their sins, and still 
make no resolution to forsake them ; 
a confession of sins, unaccompanied 
with the resolution to forsake, is a 
solemn mockery before Him and will 
add to our guilt, and increase the dis­
pleasure of heaven against us. There 
are many who are afraid to make a 
promise that they will sin no more, 
lest they should break it. Now such 
thoughts are not right; for without 
entering into such a covenant, how 
can such ones expect to be forgiven 
and obtain salvation ? If you were in 
a house, enveloped with flames, and 
had the privilege of escape, would 
you still remain for fear that some fu­
ture evil might happen to you ? No : 
yon would gladly accept the only pos­
sible means of safety. Oh, then, why 
suffer the devil to cheat you out of 
the only possible means of salvation 
through fear of some imaginary evil 
which you have the power, through 
the grace of God, to ward off? Jf 
you linger behind, and enter into no 
covenant with God for fear you may 
break it, you are sure to perish- in 
your sins. Whereas, if you exercise 
your agency and repent, entering into 
a solemn covenant to sin no more, the 
grace of God will be sufficient for you 
to sustain you in the hour of tempta­
tion and trial.

We have now pointed out all the 
prominent principles, connected with 
true repentance. And it can easily be 
seen by every honest heart, that God 
requires mankind, first to seek dili­
gently to discern good from evil and 
to ascertain what sins and evils they 
are guilty o f; secondly, to be exercised 
with a Godly sorrow that they have 
ever sinned against so great and good 
a Being as G od: thirdly, to make 
suitable confession before God for all
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past sins committed, and lastly, such a 
confession must be accompanied with a 
solemn covenant or promise to sin no 
more 5 and the heart should be fixed 
and immovable in this covenant. All 
persons who will do these things will 
have a measure of the Spirit of Christ 
resting upon them, imparling humili­
ty, and meekness, and lowliness of 
heart. But still this repentance does 
not guarantee to them a remission of 
sins; it only prepares the heart-to 
obey properly a great and holy ordi­
nance which God has instituted ex­
pressly for the remission of sins. We 
mean the ordinance of Baptism. As 
this holy ordinance is of so much 
importance, and instituted expressly 
for the benefit of penitent believers, 
that they may obtain forgiveness of 
all past sins, we feel it our duty to 
say a few words on the nature of this 
institution. But, in the meantime, 
before we enter into its investigation,

permit us to exhort you, my dear 
reader, to repent of every evil which 
we have pointed out to you in this 
article, and of every other sin which 
you may be guilty of. Repent with 
all your heart. Be determined that 
you will neither eat, nor sleep, until 
you have commenced the infinitely 
important work. Remember how 
much you have at stake—that it is 
no less than the eternal happiness of 
the soul, eternal life beyond the grave. 
Oh, how many millions have gone 
down to their graves in an impenitent 
state ! you may in an unexpected 
moment be cutoff also. Oh then give 
heed to the warning voice; let your 
heart be humble, and your spirit be 
contrite •, confess your sins before 
God, and forsake them, and prepare 
yourself in all things to receive for­
giveness through the ordinance of 
Baptism.

BAPTISM FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS.
BY THE EDITOR.

Having treated upon the subject of 
Faith and Repentance, in the preced­
ing Nos. of this volume, we will now 
proceed to show the way in which 
the truly penitent believing soul may 
be pardoned of all his past sins. It 
has .pleased God to ordain Baptism 
or Immersion in water, as the medium 
through which the truly penitent 
should be forgiven of all the sins he 
has ciimmi ted. Baptism does nol atone 
for .-ins, but it is an institution grant­
ed to man, because of the atonement 
of Christ. The atonement is made 
by the blood of Christ, but man can­
not receive the blessings of the atone­
ment legally and fully without strict­
ly complying with the conditions or­
dained of God. One of the choice 
blessings purchas'd by the precious 
blood of Christ is the forgiveness of 
sins, but all mankind do not have their 
sins forgiven, but only such as claim 
the purchased blessings by complying 
with the requirement. Now we have

already shown that the first require­
ment is to have Faith or belief in the 
words of Christ and his atonement 
and that the second requirement is to 
repent with a humble and contr te 
heart, entering into a covenant to for­
sake all sin. Both these conditions 
may be strictly complied with, and yet 
past sins remain unforgiven. Why ? 
Because the individual, as yet, has 
not complied with the third condition 
through which forgiveness is granted. 
By complying with the first two con­
ditions, he has received a measure of 
the spirit of Christ by which his heart 
is melted down into humble contri­
tion : This spirit of meekness and
bwliness of heart is imparted to him 
as a preparation to receive the holy 
ordinance of Baptism acceptably in 
the sight of God ; and when this or­
dinance is complied with by the he- 
lieving penitent, Uku comes the Re­
mission of sins all former trans­
gressions are blotted out. Oh what
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joy now fills the heart! He is indeed, 
anew  creature! born of w ater! and 
adopted in the name of the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost into the family 
of C hrist! one of the sons of God ! 
his sins, though many, are freely par-- 
doned! they no longer stand recorded 
against him ! Oh who would not re­
pent and be baptized to receive so 
great a blessing, and to be filled with 
such great jo y ! Alas ! there are many 
who care not for these things ; and 
the forgiveness of sins and the joys of 
heaven, are treated with indifference ; 
and they go down to their graves in 
impenitence without any preparation 
for the great judgment.

Baptism is just as essential to sal­
vation, as Faith and Bepentance.— 
Without being immersed in water no 
man can enter into the fulness of Ce­
lestial glory : for baptism is instituted 
for the remission of sins-, and if a per­
son does not take the necessary steps 
to obtain pardon of sins, of course, 
he cannot be saved in the kingdom of 
God. Jesus did not shed his blood 
to save us in our sins, but to open a 
way whereby man might obtain for­
giveness through Faith, Repentance, 
and Baptism : and no man can be 
saved who neglects either of these 
principles. Many have been taught 
to seek forgiveness by prayer, and 
have been told that baptism being on­
ly an outward ordinance would not *
avail any thing, and that it is to be ad­
ministered to those only who have 
already received forgiveness: these 
are doctrines of false teachers, and 
they are the wicked traditions hand­
ed down by apostate Christendom. 
Baptism is a condition of forgive­
ness, and to teach mankind to seek 
for pardon in any other way than the 
one set forth in the gospel, is a 
wicked perversion of truth, and all 
such false teachers will, if they do 
not repent, be sent down to hell; for 
cursed be that man or angel who 
preaches another gospel, or perverts 
the true gospel of Christ..

Baptism in order to be acceptable 
in the sight of God must be adminis­
tered by a man ordained of God and 
authorized of Jesus Christ, otherwise,

it will be a solemn mockery before 
God, and highly sinful in His sight. 
But who in this generation have au­
thority to baptize r one but those 
who have received authority in the 
church of Jesus Christ of Latter day 
Saints : all other churches are en­
tirely destitute of all authority from 
God ; and any person who receives 
Baptism or the Lord’s supper from 
their hands will highly oflend God ; 
for he looks upon them as the most 
corrupt of all people. Both Catho­
lics and Protestants are nothing less 
than the “whore o f Babylon” whom 
the Lord denounces by the mouth of 
John the Revelator as having cor­
rupted all the earth by their fornica­
tions and wickedness. And any per­
son who shall be so wicked as to re­
ceive a holy ordinance of the gospel 
from the ministers of any of tlnse 
apostate churches will be sent down 
to hell with them, unless they repent 
of the unholy and impious act. If 
any penitent believer desires to obtain 
forgiveness of sins through baptism, 
let him beware of having any thing to 
do with the churches of apostate 
Christendom, lest he perish in the 
a\' ful plagues and judgments, denoun­
ced against them. The only per­
sons among all nations, kindreds, 
tongues, and people who have author­
ity from Jesus Christ to administer 
any gospel ordinance are those called 
and authorized among the Latter-day 
Saints. Before the restoration of the 
church of Christ to the earth in the 
year 1830, there have been no people 
on the earth for many generations 
possessing authority from God to min­
ister gospel ordinances. We again re­
peat. beware of the hypocritical false 
teachers and imposters of Babylon.

Another great abomination practi­
ced among Christendom is the Bap­
tism of infants and little children.— 
This wicked doctrine Avas invented 
by the devil, in order to blind the 
minds of the children of men, and 
make them think that infant baptism 
is all sufficient, and that the baptism 
of adults for the remission of sins is 
not necessary, provided that they 
were sprinkled in infancy. All in-
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fants and little children are free from 
sin, having been redeemed from the 
fall by the blood of Christ, and that 
too without any conditions of Faith, 
Repentance, or Baptism. All such 
are innocent before God, and are al­
ready’ prepared to inherit the kingdom 
of heaven. Therefore, for parents to 
have their little children bap ized is 
awfully wicked before God; it is a 
solemn mockery of the ordinances of 
the gospel; and unless parents re­
pent of this great wickedness, they 
will go down to hell. N o doubt but 
many have committed this great evil 
in their ignorance, but now God 
calls them to repent of this evil and 
of every other sin, and be immersed

in water for a remission of all their 
transgressions: and if they will not 
do this, the sins that they have com­
mitted in their ignorance, will be 
answered upon their heads, as if they 
had done them with a knowledge of 
the will of God. Parents who are 
guilty of having their infants bap­
tized must repent of the mi., jl tney 
cannot be saved.

It is unnecessary for us to appeal 
to the scriptures in proof of the doc­
trine of Faith, Repentance, and Bap­
tism as taught in these articles : for 
this we have already done in a series 
of pamphlets which we have formerly 
published.

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.

Our subscribers are hereby in­
formed that after the publication of the 
sixth number of the present volume 
of the Seer, the paper will be discon­
tinued, as the present limited circula­
tion is altogether inadequate to meet 
the necessary expenses. The publi­
cation thus far has been attended in 
this country with a loss of several 
hundred dollars. We will send to 
each of our subscribers enough of our 
church publications to make up the 
balance of the other half year’s sub­
scription. When we commenced the

present - ne. we were in hopes that 
th .:ij 'iave been sufficient in­
to - nc ted by the nation to learn 
our \i n i.nes from our own publica­
tions, instead of those of our enemies; 
but it seems that they prefer falsehood 
to truth; and when we would en­
lighten them and correct the misstate­
ments concerning us, they choose to 
remain in ignorance and darkness.

We expect to leave Washington 
about the first of May for Utah. All 
letters for us, arriving after that date, 
will most probably not be attended to.
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