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All ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers on the carth, Nee Ye, when e

lifteth up an Ensign on the

Monntains,—Isaiah xvi, 3.

Vour. 1I.

JANUARY, 1854.

No. 1.

THE TREATMENT OF THE UNITED STATES TOWARDS
' THE SAINTS.

Question.—Tirst, In what manner
have the people of the United States
treated the divine message contained
in the Book of Mormon ?

Answer.—They have elosed their
eyes, their ears, their hearts and their
doors againstit. They have laughed
at, ridiculed, derided, and treated it
with the utmost contempt. They have
scorned, rejeeted, and hated the ser-
vants of God who were sent to bear
testimony of it. They have invented
the most abominable, wicked and ma~
licious lies, and published the same
against it. Their priests have hypo-
critically and pilously read these lies
from the pulpit, and warned their
congregations from one end of the
Union to the other, to neither hear,
read, nor investigate it, nor any thing
in favor of it. They have denounced
1t as “‘a most vile and wicked impo-
sition ;”” ¢a horrid blasphemy ;” ¢a
soul-destroying and most damnable
doctrine, emanating from the bowels
of hell.” Their editors have for years
reiterated, through the columns of
their papers, these abusive unjust de-
nunciations and vile falsehoods, with-
out giving any chanee in their col-
umns for a reply or eorrection of
these bare-faced and foul misrepre-
sentations.

Question.—Second, In what man-
ner have the United States treated
the saints who have believed in this
divine message ?

Answer.—The people, not satisfied
with having scorned, ridiculed, lied
against, denouneed, and rejeeted the
message, have, likewise, poured out
their abuse like a flood upon the
heads of the innoeent who received
it. They have proeceeded to the most
savage and outrageous persecutions:
have fallen like demons upon their
defenceless prey; burned hundreds
of their houses; destroyed their fur-
niture, and their stacks of hay and
grain; shot down their cattle and
flocks for sport; dragged little ehil-
dren from their hiding places and
placing the muzzles of their guns to
their heads have blown out their
braing, with the most horrid oaths
and imprecations. They have taken
the fair daughters of American citi-
zens, bound them upon benches used
for public worship, and there, in great
numbers, ravished them until death
came to their relief. They have
thrust ministers of the gospel into
loathsome dungeons, bound them in
ehains and hand-cuffs, and fed them
on human flesh. At one time they
drove twelve hundred men, women,
and children from their own eomfort-
able homes and firesides ; seized upon
their property and their lands, which
by their hard earnings they had pur-
ehased from the General Government,
and compelled the lawful owners to
wander in the wilderness, and upon
the bleak frosty prairies, without
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house, shelter, or home. At another
time, after butchering scores of de-
fenceless men, wowen, and children,
fiftcen thousand were driven from
their own habitations and lands, and
compelled to brave the storms of an-
other dreary winter, while they wan-
dered, faint and hungry, for several
hundred miles through the inhos-
pitable regions of Missouri, being
scorned, hissed at, and spurned from
their doors, and threatened with con-
tinual death. At another time, the
Great Prophet of the last days, by
whouw the sacred history of one half
of our globe was revealed, and others
of the servants of God, were thrust
into prison, and therc some seventy
or cighty individuals, painted and
blacked for the occasion, are per-
mitted, in open day, to fall upon
their defenceless victims and murder
them in the most shocking manner.
At another time, thirty thousand
men, women, and children, after sce-
ing mueh of their property destroyed,
and many of their numbers murdered,
were forced at the point of the bayo-
net to again flee from their houses
and lands, and Jaunch forth in the
cold month of I'ebruary, among the
snow-drifts and picreing colds of the
-almost uninhabited prairies of lowa,
leaving only a few hundreds of the
old, sick, and infirm, until the season
should beeome more favorable. And
after having arrived in an Indian
country, and suffercd hardships in-
deseribable, what was their astonish-
ment to find themselves called upon
to furnish five hundred men to fight
the battles of the United States
against Mexico! They themselves
had jnst been deprived of all the
sacred rights of Mmerican citizens;
had just been driven by the force of
arms from the Republic; had suf-
fered the loss of millions of dollars,
and were then in the very act of
ficeing for their lives to the dens,
and caves, and deserts of the Rock

mountains. And to add to all their
calamities, the government had looked
coldly on, and scen all these evils
heaped upon them year after ycar;
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they had scen them deprived of every
right guaranteed in the Constitution ;
they had seen them whipped, inmured
in dungeons, driven from settlement
to settlement, and from state to state,
and at last expelled from the States,
and told that they must not stop short
of the Rocky mountains. And yet
this same government, that had af-
forded them no protection, provo-
kingly asked them to drop their fam-
ilies upon the prairies, to leave them
upon the western plains, in the midst
of savage tribes; to forsake helpless
women and children, exposed to the
pitiless storms of an approaching
winter, far from the abodes of what
1s termed civilized man; without
house, without home, without food,
without any apparent prospect but
starvation and death. But here the
scencry does not close, for scarcely
had the five hundred men bid adien
to their weeping families, under
these heart-rending circumstances,
and commenced their long and tedi-
ous march against Mexico, when the
sad and mournful news reaclicd them
that their aged fathers and mothers,
their sick brothers and sisters, whom
they were obliged to lecave behind in
Nauvoo, were surrounded by an army
of several thousand strong, their de-
fenccless houses cannonaded for sev-
eral days, several killed, and the
balanee driven by the point of the
bayonct across the Mississippi river,
and told to flee for their lives beyond
the Rocky mountains! Oh, how en-
couraging must this news have been
to those brave and honest men who
were then marching, hungry and
thirsty, across the burning sandy
deserts against the Mexican foc!
Oh, how cheering must have been
the reflection, that they themselves,
with their lelpless wives and chil-
dren, had only a short time previous
been driven from the nation in whose
service they were then enlisted ; and
that their aged fathers and their sick
relatives had just shared the same
fate! This is a short but true ac-
count of the treatment of this nation
towards one of the greatest messages



UNITED STATES TOWARDS THE SAINTS. 195

that Grod ever sent to enlighten the "within the limits of the constitution ;
world, and towards His servants who but the moment they transcend these,
were sent to proclaim it, and towards or undertake to rule by the voice of
the honest humble souls who have the people in violation of the rights
received 1t. of American ecitizens, their sover-

Quesiion.—Has the General Gov- eignty should no longer protect them
ernment any power to protect her from the superior power of the Uni-
citizens in the enjoyment of the rights  ted States. Ifor instanee, if the voice
guaranteed 1n her constitution ? lof the people in a sovereign State

Answer.—She has the power, but 'should do away with a republican
in the cases which we have mentioned form of government, and establish a
she lacked the disposition. king instead of a governor, the (xen-

Question.—But were not these!eral Government would then have
wholesale murders and wholesale [power to call that sovereign State to
banishments inflicted by the sove-|an account, and to protect the mi-
reign states of Missouri and Illinois? |nority of her citizens in the rights
and have the United States any |called for by the constitution. The
power to interfere with the acts of |voice of the people, therefore, has no
sovereign States? right to rule only within tLe limits of

Ansicer.—When a sovereign state | the constitution. Should the demo-
rises up in rebellion and open viola- | crats, because they are the majority
tion against the most sacred rights,{in the sovercign State of Illinois,
vested in the general Constitution, |force the whigs to yield up their con-
and by force or arms deprives thirty | stitutional rights, drive them at the
thousand men, women, and children ' cannons’ mouth from the State, and
of their houses and Lmd:, and forces  threaten them with a wholesale exter-
them at the cannons’ mouth, and mination if they dared to stop within
under the most fearful threats of ex- |a thousand miles of the Republic, we
termination and death, to leave not|think thatthere would be some power
only the State, but also the Republic ; |in the General Government to put a
then it is most palpably evident that |stop to the exercise of such sover-
these sovereign States are at open|eignty. We think that the voice of
war against the Constitution and the | the people thus unconstitutionally ex-
dearest rights of American citizens. | ercised, would not screen her from
Liach citizen of every State, is also | the justice and punishment which she
a citizen of the United States; he!would so richly deserve. Would not
has State rights and United States’ the United States by military power
rights, and “when a sover eign State Ilmmedlately chastise such a sovereign
forcibly and without law depuves State, and restore the whigs to their
him of both of these rights, he has houses, their homes, and their rights
no appeal only to the General Gov- as American citizens? Kvery man
ernment; and it is her province to in the Union will answer yes. If
restore the injured party to his rights this would be done in the case of the
and proteet him therein, and to bring whigs, who are a large minority,
the sovereign State to punishment | should it not also be done in the case
for her treason and rebellion against' of a swnaller minority ?  If the Gen-
the Constitution. eral Government has the right to

Question.—Has not each sovereign | protect one hundred thousand from a
State a right to act according to the | wholesale banishment, she has the
wishes of “the majority ? and_ sheuld right to protect thirty thousand from
not the voice of the people in cacl jthe same unjust calamity. In the

State rule? one case she would have the power

Answer.—They have a right to|and disposition; in the other she has
comply with the wishes of the major-|the power but not the disposition,
ity, when those wishes are included jand this makes the great differcnce.
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If a foreign foe should make war
against the city of New York, and
drive her citizens a thousand miles
from their homes, you would not hear
the General Government pretending
that they had no power nor right to
chastise that foreign foc.
sovereign State of New York should

If the

commit the same depredations upon|
the city, should they not be chastised thousand citizens expelled from their
as an internal foe, far more danger- homes and from the State, by the

ous than a foreign cnemy !
rebellion against the dearest rlo'hts
of Amerlcan citizens far more out-
rageous and intolerable than the ag-

gressions of foreign nations? If the

S |
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protect American citizens from being
butchered, and foreibly driven from
their country by the marshalled ar-
mies of sovereign States! The asser-
tion is too glaring to blind the eyes
of ignorant savages; and when made
to enlightened freemen, it is an in-
sult of the most aggravating nature.

Question.—DBut were these thirty

Is not armies of the State, acting under

State orders, or by mob armies ?
Answer.—It matters not by which

it was done—it is certain that it has

been done; and, however it may

United States have power to protect' have been done, it does not justify,
large bodies of her citizens from f01-|1n the least, the criminal neglect of

elgn invasion, is it not an absurdity
to say that she cannot protect them
from home invasions? Where then
is the argument that will justify the
Greneral Government in their cruel ne-
glect towards thirty thousand Ameri-
can citizens, whom they have scen
robbed and expelled from their homes
by the marshalled hosts of the sov-
reign State of Illinois?! Is there
the least shadow of an excusc for
suffering a State to go unpunished
who thus suffers her own citizens to
trample npon the rights of the wmi-
nority, and deprive them of houses,
lands, homes, and all the dearest
rights of American citizens, and ban-

i1sh them, by wholesale, a thousand:

miles from their country? If sov-
reign States can exercise this power
without being amenable to the Gen-
eral Government, where then is safe-
ty? Where then can the minority,
against whom the majority shall form
a dislike, find proteetion from the
sword and the bayonet ? Where can
they appeal for protection, in the
enjoyment of their sacred homes and
firesides, if not to the General Gov-
ernment? What shall save the mi-
nority, in any sovercign State, from
being cxpelled from their country
at any time that the majority shall
think proper to attack them with
powder and ball?  Away, then, with
the unjust assertion, that the United
States have no right nor power to

the General Government. First, if
it were done by State armies, and
by State anthority, then the United
States are deeply guilty for not
bringing that rebellions State to
justice, and for not restoring those
thirty thousand injured citizens to
their country—to their lands, and to
their Constitutional rights; and pro-
tecting them therein as American
citizens.  Sccondly, if they were
driven from the country by mob
armies, then the State, if she had
power to proteet her citizens, and
did not do it, is equally as guilty
as if she had expelled them by her
own orders; and, in this case, the
United States are equally as guilty
as in the other case in suffering a
sovereign State to permit American
citizens to be thus treated. Lastly,
if Illinois has not the power to pro-
tect the minority against the aggres-
sions of the majority, then it was the
duty of the United States to have
furnished relief, and assisted the
State in protecting the minority in
their constitutional rights. And her
neglect to do this, renders her equally
as guilty as in the former two cases.
Therefore, it matters not whether
those thirty thousand were canmon-
aded out of the State by the orders
of the State, or by the orders of a
mob through the neglect of the State,
or by the armies of a mob whom the
State had not sufficient force to over-
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come. In cither case, the neglect cf
the General Government is equally
criminal; and the acts of those re-
bellious armies will forever be con-
sidered as virtually the acts of the
General Government. And there is
no way in which they can wipe away
the odium, and stain, and blood-guil-
tiness which are npon them, and which
cry loudly to the heavens for ven-
geance. Itis true, should they bring
Missouri and Illinois to justice; should
they restorc those exiled citizens to
their country, their lands, and their
homes, and protect them therein ; and
restore the millions of dollars worth
of property which those States have
suffered to be violently taken from
them; 1t would manifest, in some
measure, a repentance on the part of
the General Government, and serve,
in some small degree, to remove the
stigma that is upon them; but all
this would not restore the lives of
hundreds of American citizens who
have been murdered and butchered
by their cold and unfeeling neglect.

Question.—Have those injured ex-
iled American citizens ever memori-
alized the General Government upon
the subject of their wrongs, and sought
redress from their hands, and protec-
tion in their constitutional rights?

Answer.—Yes: After fifteen thou-
sand American citizens had been
driven from the State of Missouri,
under the exterminating orders of
Governor Boggs, having previously
applied to the judicial and legislative
authority of that State in vain, they
sent their delegates with a memorial
to the President and to Congress,
who had the unblushing impudence
to refer them for redress to the very
State whose Governor had driven
them from her borders, and whose
Legislature had voted two hundred
thousand dollars to pay her troops
for their blood-thirsty and uncon-
stitutional acts. Yes, they were told
to go and seek redress from their
murderers, and from the murderers
of their wives and children.

And again, when threatened with
like calamities by the State of Illi-
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nois, memorials were again sent to
the President and to Congress, earn-
estly imploring protection. I, my-
self, as the Agent and Delegate of
that injured pecople, waited about ten
weeks at the Capital for a report
upon these memorials; but they were
treated with silent neglect! and in a
few weeks afterwards the Prophet
and others were murdered; and but
a short time elapsed before thirty
thonsand were forced from their
homes and banished from the coun-
try.  What has the Government
done, in one single instance, to pro-
teet them or restore them to their
rights, during the long period of
twenty years’ suffering and banish-
ment?  Just nothing at all. They
have been treated as though they
were not American citizens—they
have been deprived of every sacred
right in the Constitution—they have
been whipped, mauled, and beaten,
until their bowels have gushed out;
they have been robbed, plundered,
and driven, year after year, from
county to county, and from state
to state : they have been incarcera-
ted in dungeons, bound down with
strong chains, like wild beasts, and
there fed with human flesh cut from
their murdered friends. They have
been tortured, shot, and murdered
in various ways; and to cap the cli-
max, they have, en masse, been can-
nonaded, not only from a State, but
from the United States; and threat-
ened that if they stopped short of
the Sandy Deserts, west of the Rocky
Mountains, they should be butchered
and exterminated without regard to
age or sex. ‘What more can this
nation do to fully and entirely reject
the divine message which God has
sent into the world to warn them of
their sins, and to save them if they
repentt They can do nothing worse
than what they have (already done.
They can react those murderous
scenes over again, and thus fill up
the cup of their iniquities; but they
cannot perpetrate deeds of a more
horrid nature than those of which
they are already guilty. ~ EDITOR.
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What is faith ? This is a question
often asked, and often answered in
different ways. We shall not at-
tempt to give the different views of
people upon this principle, but only
to clearly define our own. Faith is
simply the belief, the confidence, or
the assent of the mind in relation to
any subject, or proposition, or thing,
whether true or false, which it sup-
poses to be true. IFaith is the result
of evidence. True evidence, when
believed, produces true faith: false
evidence, when bclieved, produces
false faith. Neither a true nor false
faith could exist without evidence.
A child, seeing others walk, believes
that he can walk, and accordingly
makes the exertion and succeeds in
taking a few steps. Now he would
never have made the exertion with-
out having some faith that it was
possible; this faith in the child’s‘
mind is the result of evidence. A
man, seeing others swim in water,
believes on this evidence, and other
circumstances, that it is possible for
himself to perform the same act. He
makes the attempt because of his
faith. Truthful parents relate many
facts and incidents to their little
children, who, having a degree of,
faith in their werds, follow their di-
rections, and demonstrate by actual
experience that those words are verily
true. These frequent demonstrations
beget almost unlimited confidence in
what their parents tell them. Their
words are considered sufficient evi-
dence on almost any subject. These
same parents, being, in some things,
deceived themselves, teach their er-
rors to their children; the children,
having proved in every preceding
instance that their words were true,
receive their evidence in relation to
what is false. the result is a false
faith, founded upon false evidence,
which they sincerely suppose to be
true. The faith of the heathen in
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false evidence ; and their faith is weak
or strong just in proportion to the
apparent weakness or strength of the
evidence. The faith of the Roman
Catholies, that the Bible and tradi-
tion without any new revelation, are
a sufficient rule of faith and practice,
is just as much the result of a false
traditionary evidence, as the faith of
the Protestantsin regard to the Bible
alone being sufficient. The faith of
Christendom in their newly invented
“god, without body or parts,” is just
as much the result of false evidence,
as the faith of the Hindoos in their
gods of more ancient invention.

Before we can have faith in any
thing we must first have evidence,
for in all cases evidence precedes
faith, and in searching after evidence
we are exccedingly liable to be de-
ceived. All the inhabitants of our
globe were for many ages deceived
in supposing that the earth had no
dinrnal rotation upon its axis: they
believed that the apparent diurnal ro-
tation of the heavenly bodies around
the carth was real. This universal
and long continued delusion was the
result _of receiving false evidence,
handed down and rvendered sacred
by tradition. Among all the ante-
diluvian world only eight persons
had the true faith: all the rest per-
ished with a false faith.

A false faith in regard to some
things is far more dangerous than in
others. To believe that the sun per-
forms an annual revolution around
the ‘earth, though it is known to be
false, is not attended with any very
dangerous consequences; but to be-
lieve a divine message, sent from
lieaven,is false is attended with con-
sequences of the most fearful kind,
involving the present and future hap-
piness of the soul. So, likewise, to
believe a religion, invented by unin-
spired men, to be of divine origin, is
equally fatal in its consequences.

their idolatrous gods is the result of

Faith most generally leads to works
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corresponding in nature with the be-|vation be revealed and cstablished
lief. Iaith in the heathen systemslby sufficient evidence, there could be
of mythology caused whole nations no true faith and works by which
and generations to worship accorduw'mankmd could obtain salvation ; for
to those systems. Faith in the cor-:in the system of salvation, works fol-
rupt systems of modern Christianity low faith, and faith follows evidence,
causes the nations of Europe andland evidence accompanies the re-
America to practice in accordance | vealed truth. Ifor instance, God
therewith. Faith in new revelations!reveals the great and sublime truths
leads people to practice according to contained in the Book of Mormon.
the requirements contained in them. | L\ext He sends evidence suflicient
It 1s sometimes the case, howevel, to convince mankind of the divine
that pcople practice contrary to their | authenticity of these truths. Third-
faith, being governed by some motive ly, this evidence produces faith in
of a more powerful nature. A per-|the minds of those who candidly and
son may have a degree of faith in carefully examine it. Fourthly, this
the Book of Mormon, yet, through faith will lead the honest to do the
fear of persecution, or some other'worksrequired of them in that book.
cause, he may rcfuse obedience to, And lastly, throngh the atonement
its requirements. A farmer may be-'of Christ these faith and works, com-
lieve that if he sows his fields and bined together, will surely save them
cultivates them they will yield an in the kingdom of God.
abundant harvest, but, through lazi-| The evidence which God always
ness, he neglects to act accor dmﬂ to gives to establish the divinity of His
his faith, and therefore does not reap revelations, is sufficient to produce
the 1ewa1d When faith, either true faith in the heart of every person
or false, is sufficiently powelful to living, who examines it in a proper
lead to action, it produces eﬁ"eetsiumnnel Hence every creature in
accordingly. The faith of Paul that all the world, who has come to years
Jesus of Nazarcth was an impostor'of understanding, and who has evi-
led him to do many things against dence placed within his reach, is
him : bis faith, after seeing the light' condemned if he does not believe it.
and hearing the voice from the heav- There are some who say that, if the
eng, led him to spend his life in advo-|evidence werc sufficient, they would
cating his doctrine. The faith of| be compelled to beheve, but this is
some led them to think that they! not true,—the evidence may be suf-
were doing (God service in killing the ficient, and yet they may refuse to
Apostles; the faith of others made examine it; or they may examine it
them willing to die for their testi- with prejudiced minds, or they may
mony concerning Jesus. The mur- be careless in their examinations, or
derers of the apostles, and the apos- they may refuse to examine it in the
tles themselves, both had faith and manmner in which God has directed ;
works; the one had false faith and or they may examine it with a deter-
wicked works; the other had true mination not to embrace it, even
faith aund righteous works. Faith though it be true; or they may be
alone will not save men; neither will partial in weighing the evidence for,
faith and works save them, unless and apparently against it, with a
they are of the right kind. Indeed . most anxious desire and hope, that
the faith and works of the greatestithey shall find it false. Al these
portion of mankind will be the very'obstzcles, and many others that
cause of their damnation. True faith ' might be named, prevent them from
and righteous works are essential to believing that which an honest, can-
salvation; and without both of these did, unprejudiced, and prayerful
no man ever was or ever can be saved. mind would believe. Therefore it is
Unless the true principles of sal- not for the lack of evidence that
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they disbelieve, but it is their own
evil hearts, and the darkness whieh
they bring with them in their inves-
tigations. When God reveals a
truth, as it is always aceompanied
with sufficient evidenee, all people,
because of their agency, can believe
or dishelieve it, as they choose ; and
if they believe it, they can also obey

or disobey it, as they choose: and

herein is the condemnation of man,
because they prefer unbelief to faith,
and disobedience to obedience.
When the Apostles were com-
manded to go into all the world and
preach the Gospel to every creature,
they were informed that he who be-
lieved the Gospel and was baptized
should be saved; and he who be-
lieved not should be damned. To
believe the Gospel, as the Apostles
preached it, was not sufficient, but
Jesus added the condition of bap-
tism, clearly showing that their faith
must be manifested by their works,
otherwise it would be of no benefit
to them. Jesus very well understood
that the works neeessary to salvation
never would be performed without
faith, which always precedes them;
and as this faith was in their power to
obtain through the evidence offered
by the preaching of his Apostles, he
determined to damn every ereature
in all the world that would not be-
lieve the message they tanght.
There are some who believe that
faith alone, unacecompanied by works,
1s suffieient for justification, sancti-
fieation, and salvation. But what
wonld it benefit a hungry man, in a
field, who believes that in the house
there is a table spread for him, with
an abundance of food, if he make no
exertion to approach the house and
obtain the blessing? What profit
would it be to a rich man who has
faith in the words of Jesus, concern-
ing the feeding of the hungry and
the clothing of the naked, unless he
have works corresponding to that
faith? What blessing would be ob-
tained by believing every word which
Christ has spoken, unless we do them ?
It is not the person who merely be-

FAITH.

lieves in the sayings of Christ, that
is justified, but it is he who shows
his faith by obeying them. When
Jesus -speaks of believers, he has
reference, most generally, to those
whose faith had been sufficiently
strong to lead them to obedience.
Lt is to these kind of believers that
he refers in the following passages :
*“ Verily, verily, I say unto you, he
that heareth my words, and be-
lieveth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come
unto condemnation; but is passed
from death unto life.”” ¢ For God
so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should mnot perish,
but have everlasting life.”” ¢ He
that believeth on him is not con-
demned.”

Jesus here refers to a class of be-
lievers who should fully prove their
faith by their obedience. Such, and
such alone, should be freed from con-
demnation—should pass from death
unto life—should become the chil-
dren of God by having a faith that
would lead them to obey. All other
believers arc without justifieation—
without hope—without everlasting
life, and will be dammed, the same
as unbelievers, because they profess
to believe on the words of the Sen of
Grod, but will not obey them.

Jesus says, ¢« If a man love me,
he will keep my words; and my
Father will love him, and we will
come unto him, and make our abode
with him. He that loveth me not
keepeth not my sayings.” As a
man’s love is manifested by his works,
so is his faith.

John says that, ¢ Whosoever be-
lieveth that Jesus is the Christ, is born
of God.” It is evident, from the
whole Epistle in which these words
are contained, that none were to be
considered as really believing that
Jesus was the Christ, only those who
manifested it by keeping his com-
mandments; for he farther says,
< 1lereby we do know that we know
him, if we keep his commandments.
He that saith, I know hun and
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is an immersion in water for the re-
mission of sins: the third is the re-
eeption of the ordinance of the laying
on of the hands for the baptism of the
Holy Ghost : these are the first eom-
mandments in the Gospel. No man
has a saving faith without attending
to these three requirements. No
person can be a believer in Christ,

keepeth not his commandments, is|
a liar, and the truth is not in him.
But whoso keepeth his word, in him
verily is the love of God perfeeted :
hereby know we that we are in him.”
And again, he says, ¢“Ivery one
that docth righteousness is born of
him.” < Whosoever doeth not righ-
teousness is not of God.” < Ie that
keepeth his ecommandments dwelleth in the seriptural seuse of that term,
in him, and he in him.” <« Xvery without eomplying, in the strictest
one that Joveth is born of God, and.manuner, with these commandments;
knoweth God.” ¢« He that loveth' without receiving these, it will be in
not, knoweth not God; for God is vain for him to pray for a forgiveness
love.” < e that dwelleth in love, of sins, or for the baptism of the spir-
dwelleth in God, and God in him. it, or for salvation : and if he flatters
Ilerein is our love made perfect, that himscl? that he loves God, or that
we may have boldness in the day of he ean obtain eternal life without
judgent; because, as he is, so are obeying these first commandments,
we in this world. There is no fear he is wolully deceived. Indeed, these
in love, but perfeet love easteth out are the introductory principles, and
fear ; because fear hath torment. Ile the only principles by which men and
that feareth is not made perfeect ill,women can be born into the king-

1

love. We love him because he first
loved ws.” ¢ This is the love of
God, that we keep his command-
ments; and his eommandments arc
not grievous.”

From all these passages it is easy
to perceive that salvation depends
upon our loving God; and that lov-
ing God is the keeping of his com-
mandments; and the keeping of his
eommandments is the only sure evi-
dence of our really believing that
Jesus is the Christ. Let no persons,
therefore, flatter or deceive them-
selves with the idea that they believe
from their heart, that Jesus is the
Christ, or that they are born of God;
or that they have passed from death
unto life, or that they love God, un-
less they are certain that they have
kept his eommandments and sayings.
Millions are de€eiving themselves with

dom of Christ, and become his sons

"and daughters. After attending to

these, there are other commandments
for them to obey ; but if they under-
take to obey the others first, they
will find their endeavors unaccepta-
ble in the sight of God. Tor instance,
God requires his sons and danghters
to keep the Sabbath day holy; but
no man can keep the Sabbath holy
until he has attended to the first three
commandments of the Gospel, alter
which he can keep the Sabbath ac-
"cording to the mind of God, but not
before. T'here are many command-
ments which none but those who are
born of God can keep. And for a
man to undertake to keep them before
attending to the first three, would be
like a child’s undertaking to read be-
fore it had learned the alphabet.

. A faiih, then, that brings remis-

a false faith and with a false hope— sion of sins or justification to the
deluding themselves with the notion . sinuer, is that which is connected
that they are born of God, when they with repentance and baptism. Faith
have not attended even to the first alone will not justify; faith and re-
eommandments in relation to their pentance alone will not justify ; faith
adoption.  All sueh will meet with a and baptism alone will not justisy;
bitter disappointment. but faith, repentance and baptism

The first effect of true faith is a|will justify and bring remission of
sincere, true, and thorough repen-|sins ihrough the bleed of Christ.
tance of all sins; the seccond effect!| What does Paul mean, when he says,
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“Therefore being justified by faith
we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ ?” He means that
faith is the starting pomt—the foun-
dation and cause of our repentance
and baptism which bring remission
or justification; and being the cause
which leads to those results, it 1s not
improper to impute justification to
faith. What dees that seripturc mean
that says, “If thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt
be saved. Ifor with the heart man
believeth unto righteousness, and with
* the mouth confession is made unto
salvation ¥’
in the heart is that which leads to
obedience; for a man who does not
obey, only has a degree of faith, and
not a living faith in the heart which
in all cases will lead to repentance,
confession, baptism, laying on of
hands, &e.  All will admit that to
believe with the hear{ leads to and
includes repentance. Why not also
adnit that it includes every other
commandment of the gospel? Be-
cause believing with the heart in the
resurrection of Clrist is the moving
cause of obedience which brings sal-
vation, it may well be said that salva-
tion 1s the result of faith.
There has been much dispute
among mankind in regard to justifi-
cation. Some have supposed that we
are justified by the blood of Christ
by simple faith aione, without per-
forming any works elthel of the law
or aquel Others suppose that we
are justificd by the blood of Christ by
simply adding repentance to our faith
without any Tfurther works.  Others
contend that all mankind will be jus-
tificd and saved through the blcod of
Christ, without cither faith or works.
AlY these admit that the atonement
of Christ is necessary to justification.
The only dispute seems to be in re-
gard to the conditions requirved of the
creature by which he receives the
justification purchased hy the atone-
ment. Those who believe that sim-
ple faith alone, without works, is the

It means that real faith]

FAITH.

only condition required, generally
urge the following passages in sup-
1)01t of that view: ¢“Ior if Abraham
were justified by works, he hath
whereof to glory; but not before
God. For what saith the scripture?
Abraham believed God, and it was
counted unto him for righteousness.
Now to him that worketh is the re-
ward not reckoned of grace, but of
debt. But to him that worketh not,
but believeth on him that justifieth
the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteousness. Even as David also de-
scribeth the man, unto whom God im-
puteth righteousness without works.”
(Rom. 4: 2—6.) Those who believe
works necessary to justification, quote
the following : ¢« 1What doth it profit,
my brethren, though a man say he
hath faith, and have not works? Can
faith save him:?” ¢ Faith, if it hath
not works, is dead, being alone. Yeca,
a man may say, Thou hast faith,
and 1 have works: show e thy faith
without thy works, and I will show
thee my faith by my works. Thou
believest that there is one God ; thou
doest well: the devils also believe
and tremble. But wilt thou know,
O vain man, that faith without works
is dead? Was not Abraham, our
father, justified by works, when he
had offered Isaac, his son, upon the
altar? Seest thou how faith wrought
with his works, and by works was
faith made perfect? And the scrip-
ture was fulfilled which saith, Abra-
ham believed God, and it was imputed
unto him for rwhteousnecs and he
was called the Friend of God. Ye
see then how that by works a man 1s
justified, and not by faith only. Like-
wise also was not Rahab, the harlot,
justified by works, when she had re-
ceived the messengers, and had sent
them out another way? For as the
body without the spirit is dead, so
faith, without works, is dead also.”
(Jumes 2:14—26.) Pauland James
seem app'lrently to contradict each
other; and this has been the cause of
differences of opinion in our day:
but these apparent contradictions can
easily be reconciled, if we take into
consideration the two different sub-



FAITII. ‘ 203

jects upon which they were writing. |ter these laws and cirenmecision were
Panl was writing to a people who done away in Christ, then Paul could
were inclined to believe in circum-|say, “Bul to him that worketh not,
cision, and other works of the ancient|but belicveth on him that Jl]Stlflelll
law which had been done away in|the ungodly, his furlth] is colunted foi
Christ.  And he shows elearly that rwhteousness 7 I those laws an
eircumcision and many of those an- ordinances which were given to Abra-
cient laws were given in the earlier [ham to perform, were not intended to
ages, not to take away past sins or!justify him of his past sins, much less
to justify those to whom they were|would they justify those who lived
given. but for various other purposes; [after Christ, when they were done
and that by complying with those|away.  After Christ, these works
works, they did nothing more than|given to Abraham to perform, were
what they were indebted to do, and ' not considered even as a debt binding
that the reward attached to these acts ! 'upon any: they were works, there-
was “not reckoned of grace, but of ' fore, that would be sinfu} to perform
debt;”? or in other words, the rewardl The faith of that man that “worketh
of gmce is a forgiveness of past sins; not,” that is, that does not perform
but the reward of debt is a freedom ! works that are done away, *“is coun-
from the eondemnation, not of pastited for righteousness.”

sing, but of the sins which wonld ex-|  Bnt as Abraham was justified by
ist in case we refused to pay the debt: faith, it may not be improper to in-
for instance, God commanded Abra-|quire whether there were any other
ham to circumeise himself and all the | class of works, connected with hisfaith.
males of his house, not to justify lhat were ofaJllsuf\nm nature. Paul
himsell or his house of past sins, but |says, ** The Scripture foreseeing that
for another purpose. When this com- Gnd wonl(ljusufythe heatlien through
mandment was given, it brought Abra- ‘ faith, preached before the gospel nnto
ham nnder obligations to obey it; it! Abraham, saying: In thee shall all
was a debt he owed to the Lord; 1f nations be blest.”—(Gal. 3: 8)) From
lie paid it, there would be no con-‘lhli we learn, that the same gospel
demnation arising from disobedience : that was to justify the heathen through
in relation to that particular com- ﬁmh, and bless all nations, was ac-
mandment, and he wonld have the tll'ﬂl) preached to Abraham. Now
reward of a clear conscience, so far in the gospel there are certain works
as the payment of that particular debt|to be connected with faith for justifi-
was concerned; but in all this there | cation : by these works of the wospel,
is no reward of grace manifested in'!he manifested his faith and obtained
the forgiveness of any sins which justification ; and not by the works of
may have previously been committed. the law, such as circumcision, &ec.
Therefore as obedience to these par- Paul says, ¢Faith was reckoned to
ticular laws did not bring remission of'Abraham for righteousness. How
sins, Paul could with propnety say | was it then reckoned ? when he was
that Abralhiam and others were not jus- | M circumeision or in uneircumeision ?
tified by works, that is, by sueh works Not in circumeision, but in uncircum-
of the law as circnmcision,&c., which|eciston.  And he received the sign of
were given for a very different pur-|ctrenmeision, a seal of the righteous-
pose than that of justification. ]t was |ness of the faith which he had, yvet
very necessary that Abraham should |being uneircuincised : that he might
do “those works, though they were|be the father of all them that believe,
not works intended to bring remis-|though they be not circnmcised : that
ston of sins or ]uatlﬁcatlon, yet the 110hteousne<s might be imputed unto
performance of them would prevent them also; and the father of circum-
the sin of negligence, and would also |cision to them who are not of the
bring such blessings as were attached | eircumcision only, but who also walk
to them by way of promise. But af-|in the steps of our father Abraham,
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which he ‘had being vet uncircum-
cised.”—(Rom. 4: 9- 1‘)) From these
passages we learn, that Abraham was
justified before circumeision, conse-
quently the gospel of justification
must have been preached to him be-
fore that law was given. That there
were works connected with the gos-
pel preached to Abraham, is evident
from the fact that all the heathen na-
tions who lived in the Apostles’ days,
conld be justified and become his
clildren by walking, as Paul says,
“in the steps of that faith of our
father Abraham.” There were cer-
tain steps pertaining to the gospel
and faith of Abraham, in which he
walked ; otherwise he could not have
beenjnstiﬁed. Whatever works these
steps of justification included, the very
same were required of the heathen

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON DOCTRINE.

after Christ. 'These steps of the gos-
pel, since Christ, we have already ob-
served, are Repentance and Baptism,
which bring remission of sins and
justification, being the results of faith,
or in other words, the steps of faith
that Abraham walked in. Therefore
“to him that worketh not” the works
of circumcision and other laws that
are done away, but performeth the
works of the gospel, *“his faith is
counted for righteousness,” the same
as Abraham’s was who walked in the
steps of the same gospel, and was jus.
tified in the same way. This view
of the subject perfectly reconciles the
teachings of both Paul and James, and
shows most clearly that both were
correct, when their statements are ap-
plied to thetwo different subjects upon
which they were writing. EbpiTor.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON DOCTRINE.

BY THE EDITOR.

Question. How many ways has God
ordained to obtain eternal life ?

Answer. Only one.

Q. llow many dispensations has
God sent into the world ?

JA. Many hundreds.

Q. Has not God’s plan of saving
men Dbeen different under different
dispensations ?

4. Notin the least, so far as certain
laws and ordinances are concerned.

Q. What is the plan of salvation?

A. Ttis to believe and do all things
that God requires of us, and then we
shall be saved through the atonement
of Christ.

Q. Has God required mankind nn-
der different dispensations to believe
and do the same things?

JA. In some respects He has, in oth-
ers, Ile has not.

€. What are those general laws
and ordinances necessary to bhe be-
lieved and obeyed in all dispensations,
in order to obtain a complete salva-
tion ?

A. They are, first, Faith in the
atonement of Christ; second, Repent-
ance of all sin; third, Immersion in
water for the remission of sins; fourth,
the Baptism of Fire and of the Holy
Ghost through the ordinance of Con-
firmation, or the laying on of hands.

Q. Could not any man from Adam
to Christ receive a full salvation with-
out being Baptized in water and with
the Holy Ghost ?

A. No; unless some other person
anthorized has been or shall be bap-
tized for him after he is dead. Neither
can any man from Chlrist to the end
of the world, enter into the Celestial
Kingdom without embracing these
same principles.

Q. Who has authority to Baptize
and Confirm?

A. None but those whom God has
called and ordained.

Q. Ilave the Roman Catholics an-
thority to baptize?

A. No: for they have no inspired
Apostles and Prophets among them :
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neither have they any new revelations,
and without these things no one ever
wils or ever can be called to the min-
istry ?

Q. Is the Roman Catholic Church
the Church of Christ?

A. No: for she has no inspired
priesthood or oflicers, without which
the Church of Christ never did nor
never can exist.

Q). llow long since the Roman
Catholic Church lost the authority
and ceased to be the Church of Christ?

A. She never had authority, and
never was the Church of Christ; and
consequently she could not lose that
which she never was in possession of.

Q. If the Roman Catholics are not
the Church of Christ, where has the
Church of Christ existed since in-
spired men ceased from the earth:

A. She has existed in heaven where
the gates of hell never can prevail
against her, because she is built upon
the rock; and the inspired Apostles
are in heaven with her whom the Sa-
vionr promised to be with always,
even unto the end of the world.

Q. What has become of the Apos-
tles’ successors ?

J. The Apostles had no successors
after those died oft who were called
by inspiration and new revelation.

Q. After the Church of Christ
fled from earth to heaven, what was

left?
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R, Who founded the Roman Cath-
olic Church? \

A. The Devil, through the medi-
um of Apostates, who subverted the
whole order of God by denying in-
mediate revelation, and substitnting
in the place thereof, tradition and an-
cient revelations as a suflicient rule of
faith and practice.

Q. Did the great Protestant Re-
formers restore the Church of Christ
to the earth ?

A. No: for they had no inspired
Apostles, Prophets, or Revelators
among them, without which the
Church could not be restored.

Q. But did not any of the Protes-
tant Reformers have authority to Bap-
tize and Confirm?

4. Not any of them : for they pre-
tended that ancient revelation was a
suflicient rule of faith ; and, therefore,
that no new revelation was needed :
and withont new revelation no man
could be called and authorized to ad-
minister Gospel ordinances.

Q. But did not the first Protestant
Reformers receive their ordination and
authority from the Catholics ?

A. Yes: and in this manner they
received all the authority that their
mother church was in possession of ;
and the mother having derived her
authority from the Devil, could only
impart that which his Satanic majesty
was pleased to bestow upon her. If

A. A set of wicked Apostates, mur-|thorns could bear figs—if a bitter
derers, and idolaters, who, after having | fountain could send forth sweet wa-

made war with the saints, and over-
come them, and destroyed them out
of<the earth, were left to follow the
wicked imaginations of their own cor-
rupt hearts, and to build up churches
by human authority, and to follow

after the cunning craftiness of un-

inspired men; having no Apostle,
Prophet, or Revelator to inquire of |
God for them: and thus, because of:
wickedness, the Church, and Priest-
hood, and gifts, and ordinances and
blessings of the everlasting Gospel,
were taken fromn the earth, and re-
served in heaven until the fulness of
times, when it was predicted that they
should again be restored among men

to eontinue until the end should come.

ter—or a corrupt tree bring forth
good fruit, then the whore of Babvlon
could confer divine authority upon
her harlot daughters. Dut whatever
authority the mother might have pre-
tended to confer upon the daughters,
she afterwards was very carefnl to
take from them by excommunication.
Therefore, unless the Reformers re-
ceived fresh authority from heaven
by new revelation, they had no au-
thority at all.

Q. Are all the Baptisms adminis-
tered by the Catholics and Protest-
ants, and the different sects which
have, from time to time, dissented
from them, illegal, because the minis-
ters were not authorized ?
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A. They are, every one of them,
illegal, and null, and void, and with-
out effect; and will not be counsidered
baptism in the day of judgment any
more than the acts of unauthorized
men in huinan governments are con-
sidered legal.

€). Was not the Protestant Refor-
mation a great bencfit to the world ?

A. Yes: it served to weaken the
power of the mother church, and pro-
duced a great division in Satan’s king-
dom—the mother being opposed to
her harlot daughters, and the daugh-
ters against their most abominable
mother: and in this family war, the
harlot daughters beecame also sorely
displeased with each other. And in
the midst of the contending elements,
wise men became convinced that the
civil government could not safely be
entrusted with any of the contending
parties: hence arose governments sup-
porting religious freedom: whereas,
if it had not been for the divisions in
Satan’s kingdom, freedom of con-
science would have been wholly un-
known in the nineteenth century.
The iron yoke of Romanism would
have sorely galled the necks of all
nations upon “whom she had power
to place it. It was to weaken this
corrupt, soul-destroying power ; and
to stir up contention, dlnsxon, and
war in all her borders, preparatory to
the establishment of religious liberty,
that God moved upon the hearts of
the great Protestant Reformers of the
sixteenth century.

&. Is not sincerity a suflicient qual-
ification to entitle a man to salvation?

A. No: sincerity is necessary to
salvation, but is not sufficient for sal-
vation. Paul, in his sincerity, verily
thought he ought to do many things
contrary to Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus
said to his apostles, “The time cometh
that whosoever killeth you will think
that he doeth God service.” (John 16:
2.) No oune, who believes the Bible,

~a

will have the presumption to say, that |
those who killed the apostles could
be saved,and yet Jesus says, that those
murderers were to be so sincere, that
they would really think that they
were doing God service. ldolaters are

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON DOCTRINE.

frequently sincere, so much so, that
they are willing to sacrifice their own
lives to their idols. But the scripture
says, that no idolater can inherit the
kingdom of God. Millions of sincere
persons will be shut out of the king-
dom of heaven; and yet no person
will be permitted to enter that king-
dom unless he is sincere. The sin-
cerity of some of the Catholics and
Protestants in their religion, will in no
wise qualify them for salvation. He
that would be saved must not only be
sincere, but embrace the trire gospel,
be baptized into the true Church, and
continue a faithful member of the same
unto the end. This is the only way
to be saved with a full salvation. As
neither Catholics nor Protestants are
members of the true Church, they
cannot claim celestial glory. How-
ever sincere, they are unprepared to
dwell with God and receive the fulness
of his glory.

Q. How long since the Church of
Christ has been absent from the
earth?

4. We have no history or know-
ledge of the Christian Church on the
Eastern hemisphere after the second
century. The Christian Church on
the Western hemisphere ceased near
the beginning of the filth century.
The Christian Church, therefore, was
absent from the earth for above four-
teen centuries.

Q. What has become of all the
nations and generations during these
fourteen centuries ?

A. They have lived without pro-
phets, without inspired apostles, with-
out revelators, without the voice of
God, without the ministry of angels,
without heavenly visions, without an-
thorized ministers to baptize or min-
ister any other ordinance of the gospel,
without the miraculous gifts of the
Spirit, without the true Church, and
consequently have died without sal-
vation. And thusabout fourteen thou-
sand millions of the human race have
gone down to tlieir graves in ignorance
and darkness, since the Church was
taken from the earth.

Q. Will all these generations be
damned without remedy ?
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A. All these have died without
hearing a message sent to them by
divine authority ; they have died with.
out rejecting a message, and therefore
will not be under the same condem-
nation as those who lived when mes-
sages have been sent, and who rejected
the same. All these will be punished
according to their works, and will be
shut up in prison like those who per-
ished 1n the flood, and will eventually
have the gospel preached to them,
even as Jesus preached the gospel to
the antediluvian spirits; those who
receive the gospel i prison will be
redeemed therefrom; and those who
reject it, will be sent down to hell
with those who reject the same while
here in the flesh. This eventually
gives the same privilege to both the
dead and the living that they may all
be judged by the same law. Ilence
the apostle Peter, after having informed
us that Christ “went and preached unto
the spirits in prison which sometime
were disobedient, when once the long
suffering of God waited in the days of
Noah,” also informs us of the reason;
“For, for this cause was the gospel
preached also to them that are dead,
that they might be judged according
to men in the flesh.” (1 Peter 3: 19,
20; also 4: 6.) The purpose to be
accomplished in preaching to those
who are dead and in prison,is to place
their spirits in a condition to “be
Judged according to men in the jflesh,”
who hear the gospel in this life.
Thus both the living and the dead
will be judged by the law of the
gospel. Those who receive it will
be saved; those who reject it will be
danmed.

Q. Why did not God send some
one inspired with authority to build
up his Church, during this long pe-
riod of fourteen centuries?

4. Because the nations had become
so extremely corrupt through the tra-
ditions handed down from their Apos-
tate fathers, that they would not have
sufleved the true Church to be built
up among them. - Liberty of con-
science was not tolerated sufficiently

to permit a message by divine author-

ity to be published in their midst. If
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God had sent forth servants to restore

the true Church to the earth, before He
had prepared the way by the estab-
lishment of governments favorable to
religious liberty, they would have
been killed off as the former day mes-
sengers were, and the church woull
again have been driven from the earth;
aud swch wickedness would lhave left
them in a far worse condition than
what thev wonld have been in if no
message had been sent.  If a message
had been sent, and they had rejected
ity it would have deprived them of
hearing the gospel in prison with
those who died in ignorance. 'The
condition of things in the spiritual
world will be more favorable to their
hearing and receiving the gospel than
it would have been under the tyranni-
cal and corrupt powers of an Apostate
Chuich. God,therefore, has dealt with
these Apostate generations in that way
that will, in the end, save far more
of them than could have been saved
by giving them a message in this life
to trample under their feet. Other
generations are in more favorable cir-
cumstances to have the gospel in
this life, and in such cases, greater
numbers can be saved than there could
be by postponing the offer of salva-
tion unul they enter the spirit world.
Hence God takes into account the fa-
vorable or nnfavorable circumstances
in which generations are placed, and
sends them the gospel in this life or
in the world of spirits, just according
as He sees that it will have a tendency
to save the most: this, therefore, is
the reason why He has sent no divine
message to the inhabitants of our
globe, during the long and dreary
night of fourteen centuries.

Q. But inasmuch as it is the object
of God to save men, why not send
the gospel to each generation here
and in the next world also?

4. Because if they reject the gos-
pel here, they have not the privilege
of entering into the prison in the

| .. . .
spirit world, and of again hearing the

gospel among those who never heard
it while in the flesh: God’s justice’

'requires those who reject the gospel

to be damined, instead of being favored
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with a prison among those who are
less guilty. Those in prison are in
an intermediate state: thev are not
saved, neither are they irrecoverably
lost: but when the gospel is preached
to them it will decide their fate, re-
deeming those who receive it, and
damning those who reject it; the
one rising to light, glory, and happi-
ness—and the other falling to dark-
ness, damnation, and misery. Aund
thus will the living and the dead be
judged by the same gospel; and the
mercy and justice of God be mani-
fested to all without partiality. It
will be perceived that the message of
the gospel either saves or damus, in-
stead of sending their spirits to an in-
termediate state.

Q. Is this intermediate state, which
is called in the scriptures a prison, a
place of punishment ?

A. Yes: but the severity of the
punishment is not as great as is ex-
perienced among those who are sent
to hell. Their punishment will be in
proportion to their sins and the light
which they have rejected. Indeed,
the long ages of darkness, ignorance,
doubt, and uncertainty’ which will
slowly roll away, will of itself make
them wretched and miserable. How
tedious and wearisome must have been
the condition of the antediluvian spir-
its to remain the long period of two
thousand years and upwards without
any ray of hope, until Jesus opened
their prison doors, by preaching the

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON DOCTRINE.

1gospel to them while his body was
sleeping in the tomb.

&. Will God’s kingdom or Church
- be again restored to the earth?

4. Tt has already been restored.

Q. When did this restoration take
place ?

A. On the sixth day of April, in
the year eighteen hundred and thirty.

@. In what part of the earth was
this kingdom first organized ?

A. In the town of Fayette, Seneca
county, and State of New York.

€. How many persons were inclu-
ded in the first organization ?

A. Only six.

@. In what manner did the Lord
proceed to restore his Church to the
earth ?

A. He first sent an holy angel to a
young man, named Joseph Smith,and
directed him where to obtain the sa-
credd history of the ancient nations
of America, and also the Urim and
Thummim, and commanded him to
translate these records into the Eng-
lish language.

@. What was the use of this sacred
history?

A. It contained the fulness of the
gospel, as Jesus Christ himself
preached it to the Aborigines of
America, soon after his resurrection.
'Every principle and ordinance of the
gospel, in this sacred book, is so ex-
ceedingly plain, that it leaves no un-
certainty upon the mind, as it regards
ithe way of salvation.
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