
All yc in h a b i t a n t s  of  the world,  and dwel lers  on the earth,  See Ye, w h e n  lie 
l i f t e th  up an  Ensign on the Mountains .— Isaiah x v m ,  3 .

V o l . II. J A N U A R Y ,  1 8 5 4 . No. 1.

T H E TREA TM EN T OF TH E UNITED ST A T E S TOW ARDS
TH E SA IN TS.

Question.— F ir s t , I n  w h a t m anner  
h a v e  th e  p eo p le  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  
tr e a te d  th e  d iv in e  m essa g e  co n ta in ed  
in  th e  B o o k  o f  M orm on ?

Answer.— T h ey  h a v e  c lo se d  th eir  
e y e s , th e ir  ea rs, th e ir  h e a r ts  and th eir  
d oors a g a in st  i t .  T h e y  have  la u g h ed  
a t , r id icu led , d er id ed , and  trea ted  it  
w ith  th e u tm o st  c o n tem p t. T h ey  h a v e  
sc o r n e d , r e je c te d , a n d  h a ted  th e  ser ­
v a n ts  o f  G od w ho w ere  sen t to  bear  
te s t im o n y  o f  i t .  T h e y  h a v e  in v en ted  
th e  m ost a b om in ab le , w iek ed  and  m a­
lic io u s  l ie s ,  and p u b lish ed  th e  sam e  
a g a in st  it .  T h eir  p r ie s ts  h a v e  h y p o ­
c r it ic a l ly  and  p io u s ly  rea d  th ese  lie s  
from  th e p u lp it , an d  w arned  th e ir  
c o n g r e g a tio n s  from  o n e en d  o f  th e  
U n io n  to  th e  o th er , to  n e ith er  h ea r , 
rea d , nor in v e st ig a te  i t ,  nor an y  th in g  
in  favor  o f  i t .  T h ey  h a v e  d en o u n ced  
i t  as “ a m o st v ile  an d  w ick ed  im po­
s it io n  “ a h orr id  b la s p h e m y ;”  “ a 
s o u l-d e s tr o y in g  an d  m o st dam nable  
d o c tr in e , em a n a tin g  from  th e b o w els  
o f  h e l l .”  T h eir  ed ito rs  h a v e  for y ea rs  
r e ite r a te d , th ro u g h  th e  co lu m n s o f  
th e ir  p a p ers, th ese  a b u siv e  u n ju st d e ­
n u n c ia tio n s  an d  v ile  fa lse h o o d s , w ith ­
o u t  g iv in g  a n y  ch a n ee  in  th e ir  c o l­
u m n s for  a r e p ly  or eo rrec tio n  o f  
th e se  b a r e -fa c e d  and  fo u l m isrep re­
se n ta t io n s .

Question.— S e c o n d , I n  w h a t m an ­
n er  h a v e  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  trea ted  
th e  sa in ts  who h a v e  b e lie v e d  in  th is  
d iv in e  m essa g e  ?

Answer .— T h e p e o p le , n o t  sa tis fied  
w ith  h a v in g  sc o rn ed , r id ic u le d , l ie d  
a g a in s t, d en o u n ced , an d  r e je c te d  th e  
m essa g e , h a v e , lik e w ise , p o u red  o u t  
th e ir  ab u se  lik e  a  flood  upon th e  
h ea d s o f  th e  in n o c e n t  w ho re ce iv ed  
it .  T h ey  h a v e  p ro ceed ed  to  th e  m o st  
sa v a g e  and  o u tra g eo u s  p e r sec u tio n s  ; 
h a v e  fa llen  l ik e  d em on s u pon  th e ir  
d e fe n c e le ss  p r e y ; b u rn ed  h u n d red s  
o f  th e ir  h o u ses  ; d e str o y e d  th e ir  fu r ­
n itu r e , and  th e ir  s ta c k s  o f  h a y  and  
g r a in ; sh o t dow n th e ir  c a tt le  and  
flo ck s for  s p o r t ; d ra g g ed  l it t le  c h il­
dren  from  th e ir  h id in g  p la c es  and  
p la c in g  th e  m u zz les  o f  th e ir  g u n s  to  
th e ir  b ea d s h a v e  b low n  o u t th e ir  
b ra in s , w ith  th e  m o st h orrid  oaths  
an d  im p reca tio n s . T h e y  h a v e  ta k en  
th e  fa ir  d a u g h ters  o f  A m er ica n  c it i ­
z e n s , b o u n d  th em  u p on  b en ch es  u sed  
for p u b lic  w orsh ip , an d  th ere , in g r e a t  
n u m b ers, ra v ish ed  th em  u n t il  d eath  
cam e to  th eir  r e lie f . T h ey  h a v e  
th r u s t  m in isters  o f  th e  g o sp e l in to  
lo a th so m e d u n g eo n s , b ou n d  them  in  
ch a in s  an d  h a n d -cu ffs , a n d  fed  th em  
on hum an flesh . A t  on e tim e th ey  
d ro v e  tw e lv e  h u n d red  m en , w o m en , 
and ch ild ren  from  th e ir  own com fort­
ab le  hom es and firesid es ; se ized  upon  
th e ir  p ro p erty  and  th e ir  la n d s , w h ich  
b y  th eir  hard  ea rn in g s  th e y  had  p u r­
ch a sed  from  th e  G en era l G o v er n m e n t, 
an d  co m p elled  th e  la w fu l ow ners to  
w an d er in  th e  w ild ern ess , and upon  
th e  b le a k  fr o s ty  p ra ir ies , w ith o u t
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b o u se , sh e lter , or hom e. A t  another th ey  had seen  them  deprived  o f  ev ery  
tim e , a fter  b u tch er in g  scores o f d e - r ig h t gu aran teed  in  th e  C on stitu tion  ;
fen ce le ss  m en , w om en , and ch ild ren , 
fifteen  thou san d  w ere driven  from  
th e ir  own h a b ita tio n s and la n d s, and  
co m p elled  to  brave the storm s o f an ­
other d reary  w in ter , w h ile  th ey  w an­
d ered , fa in t and h u n g ry , for severa l 
h u n d red  m iles th rou gh  th e  in h os­
p ita b le  reg ion s o f  M issou ri, b e in g  
sco rn ed , h issed  a t , and spurned  from  j 
th e ir  d oors, and th rea ten ed  w ith  con - 1 
t in u a l d ea th . A t  an o th er  tim e , the 
G rea t P ro p h et o f  the la s t  d ays, by  
w hom  the sacred  h isto ry  o f  one h a lf  
o f  our g lo b e  was r e v ea le d , and others  
o f  the serv a n ts  o f  G od , w ere  th ru st  
in to  p r iso n , and th ere  som e se v en ty  
or e ig h ty  in d iv id u a ls , p a in ted  and  
b la ck ed  for th e  o cca sio n , are p er­
m itte d , in open d a y , to fa ll  upon  
th e ir  d e fen ce less  v ic tim s and m urder  
th em  in  th e m ost sh o ck in g  m anner. 
A t  an oth er tim e , th ir ty  thousand  
m en , w om en, and ch ild ren , a fter  see­
in g  m uch o f  their p rop erty  d estro y ed , 
and m any o f  th e ir  num bers m urd ered , 
w ere fo rced  a t th e  p o in t o f th e b a y o ­
n e t  to again  flee from  th eir  h ou ses  
and  lan d s, and la u n ch  forth  in th e  
co ld  m onth  o f  F eb ru a ry , am ong th e  
sn o w -d r ifts  and p ierc in g  co ld s o f  th e  
a lm o st u n in h ab ited  pra iries o f  Io w a , 
le a v in g  o n ly  a few  h u n d red s o f  th e  
o ld , s ick , and infirm , u n til the season  
sh o u ld  becom e m ore fa v o ra b le . A n d  
after  h a v in g  arrived  in an In d ian  
c o u n tr y , and smflered hardsh ips in ­
d escr ib a b le , w h at was their  aston ish ­
m en t to find th em se lv es  ca lled  upon  
to  fu rn ish  five hun dred  m en to figh t  
th e  b a ttle s  o f the U n ite d  S ta te s  
a g a in st M ex ico  ! T h ey  th e m se lv e s  
had ju s t  been  d ep rived  o f  a ll th e  
sa cred  r ig h ts  o f A m erican  c it iz e n s ;  
had ju s t  been driven  by th e fo rce  o f  
arm s from  th e R e p u b lic  ; had su f­
fered  th e  loss o f m illion s o f d o lla rs , 
and w ere then in the v ery  a c t  o f  
flee in g  for their liv es  to th e d en s, 
and ea v es , and d eserts  o f the R o c k y  
m o u n ta in s. A n d  to add to a ll th e ir  
ca lam ities, the g o v ern m en t had look ed  
c o ld ly  on , and seen  all th ese  e v ils  
h eap ed  upon th em  y ea r  a fter  y e a r ;

th ey  had seen  them  w hipped , im m ured  
in d u n g eo n s, driven  from  se tt le m e n t  
to  se tt le m e n t, and from  sta te  to s ta te , 
and a t la s t  e x p e lle d  from  the S ta te s , 
and to ld  th a t th ey  m ust n o t stop short  
o f th e  R o c k y  m o u n ta in s. A n d  y e t  
th is  sam e g o v ern m en t, th a t had af­
ford ed  them  no p ro tec tio n , p ro v o -  
k in g ly  asked them  to drop their fam ­
ilies  upon th e p ra iries, to  lea v e  them  
upon the w estern  p la in s, in th e m idst  
o f  sa v a g e  tr ib es;  to  forsak e  h e lp le ss  
wom en and  ch ild ren , exp osed  to th e  
p itile ss  storm s o f  an ap p roach in g  
w in ter , far from  th e  abodes o f  w h at  
is term ed  c iv iliz e d  m a n ; w ith o u t  
h o u se , w ith o u t h om e, w ith o u t food , 
w ith o u t an y  ap p aren t p ro sp ect b u t  
starvation  and  d eath . R u t here th e  
scen ery  does n o t  c lo se , for  sc a rc e ly  
had th e five h u n d red  m en bid  ad ieu  
to  th e ir  w eep in g  fa m ilie s , u n d er  
th ese  h e a r t-r e n d in g  c ircu m sta n ces, 
and com m en ced  th e ir  lo n g  and ted i­
ous m arch a g a in st M ex ico , w hen  th e  
sad and  m ournfu l new s reach ed  th em  
th a t  th e ir  a g ed  fa th ers and m o th ers, 
th eir  s ick  b ro th ers and  s is ters , w hom  
th ey  w ere o b lig e d  to lea v e  b eh ind  in  
N a u v o o , w ere su rrou n d ed  by  an arm y  
o f severa l th ou san d  s tr o n g , th eir  d e ­
fen ce le ss  h ou ses can n on ad ed  for se v ­
eral d ays, sev era l k ille d , and  th e  
balance driven  b y  the p o in t o f th e  
b a y o n et across th e  M ississipp i r iv e r , 
and to ld  to flee for  their liv e s  b eyon d  
the R o c k y  m ou n ta in s ! O h , how  en ­
co u ra g in g  m u st th is n ew s have  been  
to those brave and h o n est m en w ho  
w ere th en  m a rch in g , h u n g ry  and  
th ir s ty , across th e  b u rn in g  san d y  
d eserts  a g a in st th e M ex ican  f o e ! 
O h , how  c h eer in g  m u st have b een  
the re flec tio n , th a t th ey  th em se lv es , 
w ith their h e lp le ss  w iv es and ch il­
d ren , had on ly  a sh o rt tim e p rev iou s  
been  d riven  from  the nation in w hose  
serv ice  th ey  w ere then en listed  ; and  
th a t their  aged  fa th ers and their s ick  
re la t iv e s  had ju s t  shared the sam e  
fa te  ! T h is  is a short b u t tru e ac­
co u n t o f  th e trea tm en t o f  th is nation  
tow ards one o f  th e g rea te s t  m essages
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th a t  G o d  ev er  se n t  to  en lig h ten  the  
w o r ld , and  tow ard s H is  serv a n ts  who  
w ere se n t  to  p rocla im  i t ,  and tow ard s  
th e  h o n e s t  hum ble so u ls  w ho h ave  
r e c e iv e d  it .

Question.— H a s  th e  G en era l G ov­
e rn m en t an y  p ow er to  p r o tec t  her  
c it iz e n s  in th e  en jo y m en t o f  th e r ig h ts  
g u a r a n te e d  in  her co n stitu tio n  ?

Answer. — S h e  h as th e  pow"er, b u t  
in th e  ca ses  w h ich  w e h a v e  m en tion ed  
sh e  la c k e d  th e d isp osition .

Question.— - B u t  w ere  n o t th e se  
w h o le sa le  m u rd ers and  w h o lesa le  
b a n ish m en ts  in flic ted  b y  th e  so v e­
r e ig n  s ta te s  o f  M issouri and I llin o is  ? 
an d  h a v e  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  an y  
p ow er to in ter fere  w ith  th e  a c ts  o f  
so v e re ig n  S ta te s  ?

Answer.— W h en  a so v ere ig n  s ta te  
r ise s  up iu reb e llio n  and  open v io la ­
tion  a g a in st th e  m ost sacred  r ig h ts , 
v e s te d  in  th e gen era l C o n stitu tio n , 
and  b y  force  or arm s d ep r iv es  th ir ty  
th ou san d  m en , w om en , and ch ildren  
o f  th e ir  h ou ses and  la n d s , and  forces  
th em  at th e  ca n n o n s’ m o u th , and  
u n d er  th e  m ost fea r fu l th rea ts  o f  e x ­
term in ation  and  d ea th , to  lea v e  n o t  
o n ly  th e S ta te , b u t a lso  th e R ep u b lic  : 
th en  it  is m o st p a lp a b ly  e v id en t th a t  
th ese  so v ere ig n  S ta te s  are a t open  
w ar a g a in st th e  C on stitu tio n  and  th e  
d e a r e st  r ig h ts  o f  A m erica n  c it izen s . 
E a c h  c it izen  o f  ev e ry  S ta te , is  also  
a c it izen  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ; he  
h a s S ta te  r ig h ts  and  U n ite d  S ta te s ’ 
r ig h ts , an d  w hen a so v ere ig n  S ta te  
fo rc ib ly  and  w ith o u t law  d ep rives  
him  o f  both  o f  th ese  r ig h ts , h e  has 
no appeal on ly  to  th e  G eneral G ov­
ern m en t ; and it  is h er p ro v in ce  to  
resto re  the in ju red  p a rty  to  h is r ig h ts  
and  p ro tect him  th e re in , and to bring  
th e  so v ere ig n  S ta te  to  p u n ish m en t  
for h er treason  and  reb e llio n  a g a in st  
th e  C o n stitu tio n .

Question.— H a s  n o t  each  so v ere ign  
S ta te  a r ig h t to a c t  a cco rd in g  to th e  
w ish es o f  th e m a jo r ity ?  and sh ru ld  
n o t  th e  v o ice  o f  the p eop le  in each  
S ta te  ru le  ?

Answer.— T h ey  h a v e  a r ig h t to  
com p ly  w ith th e w ish es o f  th e  m ajor­
i ty ,  w hen  th ose  w ish es are in c lu d ed

w ith in  th e  lim its  o f  th e  co n stitu tio n  ; 
b u t the m om en t th ey  tra n scen d  th e se , 
or u n d erta k e  to  ru le  b y  th e  v o ice  o f  
th e  peop le  in  v io la tio n  o f  the r ig h ts  
o f  A m erican  c it iz e n s , th eir  sover­
e ig n ty  sh ou ld  no lo n g er  p ro tec t  them  
from  th e  superior p ow er o f  th e U n i­
ted  S ta te s . F o r  in sta n c e , i f  th e v o ice  
o f  th e  p eop le  in a so v ere ig n  S ta te  
sh o u ld  do aw ay w ith  a  rep u b lican  
form  o f  g o v ern m en t, and esta b lish  a  
k in g  in stea d  o f  a g o v ern o r , th e G en ­
era l G overn m en t w o u ld  th en  h a v e  
pow er to  c a ll th a t so v ere ig n  S ta te  to  
an a c c o u n t, and to  p r o tec t  th e  m i­
n o r ity  o f  h er c it izen s  in th e r ig h ts  
c a lle d  for b y  th e  co n stitu tio n . T h e  
v o ice  o f th e  p eo p le , th ere fo re , has no  
r ig h t to  ru le  o n ly  w ith in  th e lim its  o f  
th e  co n stitu tio n . S h o u ld  th e dem o­
cra ts , b eca u se  th e y  are th e m ajority  
in th e  so v ere ig n  S ta te  o f  I llin o is , 
force the w h ig s to y ie ld  up  their con ­
stitu tio n a l r ig h ts , drive  them  a t th e  
ca n n o n s’ m outh  from  th e  S ta te , and  
th rea ten  them  w ith  a w h o lesa le  e x te r ­
m ination  i f  th ey  d ared  to  stop  w ith in  
a th ou san d  m iles o f  th e  R e p u b lic , we  
th in k  th a t th ere  w ou ld  be som e pow er  
in th e G en era l G o v ern m en t to p u t a  
stop  to  th e ex erc ise  o f  su ch  sover­
e ig n ty . W e  th in k  th a t th e  v o ice  o f  
th e p eop le  th u s u n c o n stitu tio n a lly  ex ­
erc ised , w ou ld  n o t  screen  her from  
th e  ju s tic e  and p u n ish m en t w h ich  she  
w ou ld  so r ich ly  d eserv e . W o u ld  n o t  
th e  U n ite d  S ta tes  b y  m ilita ry  p ow er  
im m ed ia te ly  ch a stise  su ch  a so v ere ig n  
S ta te , and restore  th e  w h igs to their  
h o u ses , their h om es, and  th e ir  r ig h ts  
as A m erica n  c it iz e n s?  E v e r y  man  
in th e U n io n  w ill an sw er y e s . I f  
th is  w ou ld  be done in th e case o f  th e  
w h ig s , who are a la rg e  m in o r ity , 
sh o u ld  it  n o t a lso  be done in th e case  
o f  a sm aller  m in ority  ? I f  th e  G en­
era l G o v ern m en t has th e r ig h t to  
p ro tec t one hun dred  th ou san d  from  a  
w h o lesa le  b an ish m en t, she has the  
r ig h t to p ro tec t  th ir ty  thousand  from  
the sam e u n ju st ca la m ity . In  th e  
one case she w ou ld  h ave  the pow er  
and disposition  ; in th e  other she has  
the pow er b u t n o t the d isp osition , 
and th is  m akes the g rea t  d ifferen ce.
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I f  a fo re ig n  foe  sh o u ld  m ake war 
a g a in st th e c ity  o f  N e w  Y o rk , and  
c\rive her c it izen s  a th ou san d  m iles  
from  th eir  h om es, y o u  w ou ld  n o t hear  
th e  G en era l G overn m en t p reten d in g  
th a t  th e y  had no pow er nor r ig h t to  
ch a stise  th a t fo re ig n  fo e . I f  th e  
so v ere ig n  S ta te  o f N e w  Y o rk  should  
com m it th e  sam e d ep red a tio n s upon  
th e  c ity , sh o u ld  th ey  n o t be ch a stised  
as an in tern a l fo e , far  m ore d a n g er ­
ous th an  a fo re ig n  en em y ? I s  n ot  
re b e llio n  a g a in st th e  d ea rest r ig h ts  
o f  A m erican  c it ize n s  far m ore o u t­
ra g eo u s  and  in to lera b le  th an  the a g -  
g ress io n s  o f  fo re ig n  n a tio n s  ? I f  the  
U n ite d  S ta te s  have  pow er to  p ro tec t  
la rg e  b od ies o f  her c it iz e n s  from  for-  
e ig n  in v a sio n , is  it  n o t  an ab su rd ity  
to  sa y  th a t she ca n n o t p r o tec t  them  
from  hom e in v a sio n s  ? W h ere  then  
is  th e arg u m en t th a t  w ill ju stify  the  
G en era l G overn m en t in th e ir  cru el n e ­
g le c t  tow ards th ir ty  th ou san d  A m er i­
can  c it iz e n s , whom  th ey  have  seen  
ro b b ed  and  e x p e lle d  from  their hom es  
b y  th e  m arsh a lled  h o sts  o f  th e so v -  
re ig n  S ta te  o f  I ll in o is  l I s  there  
th e  le a s t  sh ad ow  o f  an' e x c u se  for  
su ffer in g  a S ta te  to  go u n p u n ish ed  
w ho th u s suffers her own c itizen s  to  
tram p le  upon  th e  r ig h ts  o f  the m i­
n o r ity , and  d ep rive  them  o f  hou ses, 
la n d s , h om es, and a ll th e  d earest  
r ig h ts  o f  A m erican  c it iz e n s , and b an­
ish  th em , by  w h o lesa le , a th ou san d  
m ile s  from  th e ir  country'? I f  so v -  
re ig n  S ta te s  can e x e rc ise  th is pow er  
w ith o u t b e in g  am en ab le  to th e G en ­
era l G o v ern m en t, w h ere  th en  is sa fe­
ty  ? W h ere  th en  can th e m in o r ity , 
a g a in st whom  th e  m ajority  sh a ll form  
a d is lik e , find p ro tec tio n  from  th e  
sw ord  and the b a y o n et ? W h ere  can  
th e y  ap p ea l for p r o tec tio n , in  th e  
en jo y m en t o f  th e ir  sacred  hom es and  
firesid es, i f  n o t to  the G en era l G o v ­
ern m en t ? W h a t sh a ll sa v e  th e m i­
n o r ity , in any so v ere ig n  S ta te , from  
b e in g  e x p e lle d  from  th e ir  co u n try  
a t  an y  tim e th a t th e  m ajority  sh a ll 
th in k  proper to a tta ck  them  w ith  
p ow d er and b a ll ? A w a y , th en , w ith  
th e  u n ju st a ssertio n , th a t the U n ited  
S ta te s  have  no  r ig h t  nor p ow er to

p r o tec t  A m erica n  c it iz e n s  from  b e in g  
b u tc h e r ed , and fo rc ib ly  d r iven  from  
th e ir  co u n try  b y  th e  m a rsh a lled  ar­
m ies o f  so v ere ig n  S ta te s  ! T he asser­
tion  is  too g la r in g  to  b lin d  th e  e y e s  
o f  ig n o ra n t sa v a g e s  ; and w h en  m ade  
to e n lig h te n e d  freem en , i t  is  an in ­
su lt  o f  th e m ost a g g ra v a tin g  n a tu re .

Question.— B u t  w ere th ese  th ir ty  
th ou san d  c it ize n s  e x p e lle d  from  th e ir  
h o m es and from  th e  S ta te , b y  th e  
arm ies o f  th e S ta te , a c tin g  u n d er  
S ta te  o rd ers, or b y  m ob arm ies ?

Aiisicer.— I t  m a tte r s  n o t  b y  w h ich  
i t  w as d on e— it  is  certa in  th a t it  has  
b een  d o n e ; a n d , h o w ev er  i t  m ay  
h ave b een  d o n e , it  d o es n o t ju s t ify ,  
in  th e le a s t , th e  cr im in a l n e g le c t  o f  
th e  G en era l G o v ern m en t. F ir s t , i f  
it  w ere don e b y  S ta te  a rm ies, and  
b y  S ta te  a u th o r ity , th en  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s  are d eep ly  g u ilty  for n o t  
b r in g in g  th a t r e b e llio u s  S ta te  to  
ju s t ic e , and for n ot r e s to r in g  th o se  
th ir ty  th o u sa n d  in ju red  c it ize n s  to  
th e ir  co u n try — to th e ir  la n d s , and to  
th e ir  C o n stitu tio n a l r ig h t s ; and p ro ­
te c t in g  them  th ere in  as A m erica n  
c it iz e n s . S e c o n d ly , i f  th e y  w ere  
driven  from  the c o u n tr y  b y  m ob  
a rm ies, then  th e  S ta te , i f  sh e  had  
p ow er to p r o te c t  h er  c it iz e n s , and  
did  n o t do i t ,  is  e q u a lly  as g u ilty  
as i f  she had e x p e lle d  th em  b y  h er  
own o rd ers; an d , in  th is  ca se , th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s  are eq u a lly  as g u ilty  
as in  th e o th er  ca se  in  su fferin g  a 
so v ere ig n  S ta te  to  p erm it A m erica n  
c it iz e n s  to be th u s trea ted . L a s t ly , 
i f  I llin o is  has n o t th e  p ow er to  p ro­
te c t  th e m in o r ity  a g a in st th e  a g g res­
sion s o f the m ajority , th en  it  w as th e  
d u ty  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  to  have  
fu rn ish ed  r e lie f , and  a ss is ted  th e  
S ta te  in p r o tec tin g  th e m in o r ity  in  
th e ir  co n stitu tio n a l r ig h ts . A n d  h er  
n e g le c t  to  do th is , r en d ers  her eq u a lly  
as g u ilty  as in  th e form er tw o cases. 
T h erefo re , i t  m a tters  n o t w h eth er  
th ose  th ir ty  th ou san d  w ere  ca n n o n ­
ad ed  o u t o f  th e S ta te  b y  th e orders  
o f  the S ta te , or b y  th e orders o f  a 
m ob th rou gh  the n e g le c t  o f  the S ta te ,  
or by  th e  arm ies o f a  m ob w hom  th e  
S ta te  had n o t su ffic ien t fo rce  to  o v er -
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c o m e . I n  e ith er  c a se , th e  n e g le c t  c f  
th e  G en era l G o v ern m en t is eq u a lly  
c r im in a l; and  th e  a c ts  o f  th ose  re ­
b e llio u s  arm ies w ill  forev er  be c o n - 1 
s id ered  as v ir tu a lly  th e  a cts  o f  the  
G en era l G o v ern m en t. A n d  th e re  is  
no w a y  in  w h ich  th e y  can  w ipe aw ay  
th e  od iu m , and  s ta in , and  b lo o d -g u il­
t in e s s  w h ich  are upon th em , and  w h ich  
cry  lo u d ly  to  th e  h ea v en s  for  v e n ­
g e a n c e . I t  is  tr u e , sh o u ld  th ey  b r in g  
M isso u r i and I ll in o is  to  ju stice ; shou ld  
th e y  resto re  th o se  e x ile d  c it izen s  to  
th e ir  c o u n tr y , th e ir  la n d s , and th eir  
h o m es, and p ro tec t th em  th ere in  : and  
resto re  th e  m illio n s o f  d o lla rs  w orth  
o f  p ro p erty  w h ich  th o se  S ta te s  h a v e  
su ffered  to  b e  v io le n t ly  ta k en  from  
th e m ; i t  w ou ld  m a n ife s t, in  som e  
m ea su re , a rep en ta n ce  on th e  p art o f  
th e  G en era l G o v ern m en t, and serv e , 
in  som e sm a ll d e g r e e , to  rem ove th e  
s tig m a  th a t  is u pon  t h e m ; b u t a ll 
th is  w o u ld  n o t  r e sto r e  th e  l iv e s  o f  
h u n d red s  o f  A m erica n  c it ize n s  who  
h a v e  b een  m u rd ered  and b u tch ered  
b y  th e ir  co ld  and u n fe e lin g  n e g le c t .

Question.— H a v e  th o se  in ju red  e x ­
iled  A m er ica n  c it iz e n s  ever  m em ori­
a lized  th e  G en era l G o v ern m en t upon  
th e  su b ject o f  th e ir  w ro n g s , and so u g h t  
red ress  from  th e ir  h a n d s, and p r o tec ­
tio n  in  th e ir  co n stitu tio n a l r ig h ts  ?

Jlnswer.— Y e s  : A fte r  fifteen  th ou ­
san d  A m er ica n  c it iz e n s  had been  
d riv en  from  th e  S ta te  o f  M issou ri, 
u n d er  th e  ex term in a tin g  ord ers o f  
G o v ern o r  B o g g s , h a v in g  p rev io u sly  
ap p lied  to  th e  ju d ic ia l and le g is la t iv e  
a u th o r ity  o f th a t S ta te  in  v a in , th ey  
se n t  th e ir  d e le g a te s  w ith  a m em oria l 
to  th e  P r e s id e n t  and  to  C o n g ress , 
wdio had  th e  u n b lu sh in g  im p u d en ce  
to  refer  th em  for red ress  to  th e  v ery  
S ta te  w h ose G overn or had  driven  
th em  from  h er b o rd ers, and w hose  
L e g is la tu r e  had  v o ted  tw o hundred  
th o u sa n d  d o lla rs  to  p a y  h er  troops  
for  th e ir  b lo o d -th ir s ty  and u n co n ­
s t itu tio n a l a c ts . Y e s , th e y  w ere to ld  
to  g o  and seek  red ress  from  th eir  
m u rd erers, and from  th e  m u rd erers  
o f  th e ir  w iv es  and ch ild ren .

A n d  ag a in , w hen th rea ten ed  w ith  
l ik e  ca la m ities  b y  th e  S ta te  o f I l l i ­

n o is , m em oria ls  w ere again  se n t  to  
th e P r e s id e n t  and  to  C o n g ress , earn ­
e s t ly  im p lo r in g  p r o te c t io n . I ,  m y -  

1 s e lf ,  as the A g e n t  and  D e le g a te  o f  
th a t  in ju red  p eo p le , w a ited  ab ou t ten  
w eek s a t  th e  C a p ita l for a rep ort  
upon th ese  m em oria ls ; b u t  th ey  w ere  
trea ted  w ith  s ile n t  n e g l e c t ! and in  a 
few  w eek s  a fterw ard s th e P r o p h e t  
and  o th ers w ere m u r d e r e d ; and  but  
a sh o rt tim e e lap sed  b efo re  th ir ty  
th o u sa n d  w ere fo rced  from  th e ir  
hom es and  b a n ish ed  from  th e  co u n ­
tr y . W h a t has th e  G ov ern m en t  
d on e, in one s in g le  in s ta n c e , to  p ro ­
t e c t  them  or resto re  th em  to  th e ir  
r ig h ts , d u r in g  th e  lo n g  p eriod  o f  
tw en ty  y e a r s ’ su fferin g  and b a n ish ­
m ent'? J u s t  n o th in g  a t a ll. T h ey  
h a v e  b een  trea ted  as th o u g h  th e y  
w ere n o t  A m er ica n  c it iz e n s— th ey  
have b een  d ep rived  o f  e v ery  sa cred  
r ig h t in th e  C o n stitu tio n — th e y  have  
b een  w h ip p ed , m a u led , and  b e a ten ,  
u n til th e ir  b o w els  h a v e  g u sh ed  o u t ; 
th ey  have  b een  ro b b ed , p lu n d ered , 
and d r iv en , year  a fter  y e a r , from  
c o u n ty  to  co u n ty , an d  from  sta te  
to  s ta te  : th ey  have b een  in ca rcera ­
ted  in d u n g eo n s, bound dow n w ith  
s tro n g  ch a in s, l ik e  w ild  b ea sts , and  
th ere  fed  w ith  hum an flesh  c u t  from  
th eir  m u rd ered  fr ien d s . T h ey  h ave  
b een  to r tu red , sh o t , and  m u rd ered  
in v a r io u s w a y s ; and to  cap  th e  c li­
m a x , th ey  h a v e , en masse, b een  can ­
n o n a d ed , n o t o n ly  from  a S ta te , b u t  
from  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  ; and th r ea t­
en ed  th a t i f  th ey  sto p p ed  sh o rt o f  
th e  S a n d y  D e se r ts , w est o f  th e  B o c k y  
M o u n ta in s, th ey  sh o u ld  b e  b u tch ered  
and exterm in ated  w ith o u t regard  to  
age  or s e x . W h a t  m ore can  th is  
n ation  do to fu lly  and e n t ir e ly  re jec t  
th e d iv in e  m essa g e  w h ich  G od  has 
se n t  in to  the w orld  to  w arn th em  o f  
th e ir  s in s , and  to  save them  i f  th ey  
rep en t 1 T h ey  can  do n o th in g  w orse  
th an  w h at th ey  h a v e  ^already d o n e . 
T h ey  can  r e a c t  th o se  m urderous  
scen es  over a g a in , and  th u s fill up  
the cup  o f  th eir  in iq u it ie s ; b u t th e y  
c a n n o t p erp etra te  d eed s o f  a m ore  
horrid  natu re than th o se  o f  w h ich  
th e y  are a lrea d y  g u ilty . E d i t o r .
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F  A  I

"What is fa ith  ? T h is  is  a q u estio n  
o fte n  a sk ed , and  o ften  a n sw ered  in  
d ifferen t w a y s . W e  sh a ll n o t  a t­
tem p t to  g iv e  th e  d ifferen t v iew s o f  
p eo p le  u pon  th is  p r in c ip le , b u t o n ly  
to  c le a r ly  define our ow n . F a ith  is  
s im p ly  th e b e lie f , th e  co n fid en ce , or  
th e  a ssen t o f  th e  m ind  in re la tio n  to  
a n y  su b jec t, or p ro p o sitio n , or th in g ,  
w h eth e r  tru e  or fa ls e , w h ich  i t  sup­
p o se s  to  be tru e . F a ith  is  th e re su lt  
o f  e v id en ce . T ru e e v id e n c e , w hen  
b e lie v e d , p ro d u ces tru e  fa ith  : fa lse  
e v id en ce , w h en  b e lie v e d , p ro d u ces  
fa lse  fa ith . N e ith e r  a tru e  nor fa lse  
fa ith  co u ld  e x is t  w ith o u t ev id en ce . 
A  c h ild , se e in g  o th ers w a lk , b e liev es  
th a t  he can  w7a lk , and a cco rd in g ly  
m a k es the ex e r tio n  and su c c ee d s  in  
ta k in g  a few  s tep s . N o w  h e  w ou ld  
n e v e r  h ave  m ade th e  ex er tio n  w ith ­
o u t  h a v in g  som e fa ith  th a t i t  w as  
p o s s ib le ; th is  fa ith  in th e  c h ild ’s 
m in d  is  th e  r e su lt  o f  e v id en ce . A  
m a n , s e e in g  o th ers  sw im  in  w ater , 
b e lie v e s  on th is  e v id en ce , and other  
c ir cu m sta n ces , th a t i t  is  p o ssib le  for  
h im se lf  to  p erform  th e  sam e a c t . H e  
m a k es th e  a ttem p t b eca u se  o f  h is  
fa ith . T ru th fu l p a ren ts re la te  m any  
fa c ts  and in c id e n ts  to  th e ir  l i t t le  
c h ild r e n , w h o, h a v in g  a d eg ree  o f  
fa ith  in th e ir  w ords, fo llo w  th e ir  d i­
r e c t io n s , and d em on stra te  b y  a c tu a l  
ex p er ien ce  th at th ose  w ords are v er ily  
tr u e . T h ese  freq u en t d em on stration s  
b e g e t  a lm ost u n lim ited  con fid en ce  in 
w h a t th eir  p a ren ts te ll  th em . T h eir  
w o rd s are con sid ered  su ffic ien t e v i­
d en ce  on a lm o st an y  su b ject. T h ese  
sam e p a ren ts , b e in g , in som e th in g s , 
d e c e iv e d  th e m se lv e s , tea ch  th e ir  er­
ro rs to  th e ir  ch ild ren  ; th e ch ild ren , 
h a v in g  proved  in e v ery  p reced in g  
in s ta n c e  th a t  th eir  w ord s w ere tru e , 
r e ce iv e  th e ir  ev id en ce  in rela tion  to  
w h a t is fa lse , th e  r e su lt  is a fa lse  
fa ith , fou n d ed  upon fa lse  ev id en ce , 
w h ich  th e y  s in ce r e ly  suppose to be  
tr u e . T h e fa ith  o f  th e  h eath en  in 
th e ir  idolatrous, g o d s  is th e r e su lt  o f

T  H .

fa lse  e v id en ce  j and  th e ir  fa ith  is  w ea k  
or s tro n g  ju s t  in prop ortion  to  th e  
ap p aren t w ea k n ess  or s tr e n g th  o f  th e  
e v id en ce . T h e fa ith  o f  th e  R o m a n  
C a th o lic s , th a t th e  B ib le  and  tra d i­
tio n  w ith o u t a n y  n ew  r e v e la tio n , are  
a su fficien t ru le  o f  fa ith  and  p r a c t ic e ,  
is  ju s t  as m u ch  the r e su lt  o f  a fa lse  
tra d itio n a ry  e v id e n c e , as th e  fa ith  o f  
th e  P r o te s ta n ts  in  r eg a rd  to  th e  B ib le  
a lo n e  b e in g  su ffic ien t. T h e  fa ith  o f  
C h risten d om  in th eir  n ew ly  in v e n te d  
“god, loithout body or parts,” is  ju s t  
as m uch  th e  r e su lt  o f  fa lse  e v id e n c e , 
as th e  fa ith  o f  th e  H in d o o s  in  th e ir  
g o d s o f  m ore a n c ien t  in v e n tio n .

B e fo re  w e can  h a v e  fa ith  in any  
th in g  we m u st first h a v e  e v id e n c e , 
for  in  a ll ca ses  e v id e n c e  p r eced es  
fa ith , and  in se a rc h in g  a fter  ev id en ce  
w e are e x c e e d in g ly  lia b le  to  b e  d e­
c e iv e d . A l l  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  our  
g lo b e  w ere fo r  m an y  a g es  d e c e iv e d  
in su p p osin g  th a t th e  earth  had no  
d iu rn a l ro ta tio n  u p on  its  a x i s : th e y  
b e lie v e d  th a t th e  ap p aren t d iu rn a l ro­
ta tio n  o f  th e h e a v e n ly  b o d ies  arou n d  
th e  earth  w as rea l. T h is  u n iv ersa l  
and lo n g  co n tin u ed  d e lu s io n  w as the  
r e s u lt .-o f  r e c e iv in g  fa lse  e v id e n c e , 
h an d ed  dow n and  ren d ered  sacred  
b y  tra d itio n . A m o n g  a ll th e  a n te ­
d ilu v ia n  w orld  o n ly  e ig h t  p erso n s  
had  th e  tru e  fa ith  : a l l  th e  re st  p e r ­
ish ed  w ith  a fa lse  fa ith .

A  fa lse  fa ith  in reg a rd  to  som e  
th in g s  is  far  m ore d a n g ero u s than in  
o th ers . T o b e lie v e  th a t  the su n  per­
form s an an n u al rev o lu tio n  around  
th e  ea r th , th o u g h  i t  is  k n ow n  to  be  
fa lse , is  n o t  a tten d ed  w ith  a n y  v e r y  
d a n g ero u s c o n s e q u e n c e s ; b u t to  b e ­
lie v e  a d iv in e  m essa g e , se n t  from  
h ea v en , is  fa lse  is a tten d ed  wdtli co n ­
seq u en ces  o f  the m o st fea r fu l k in d , 
in v o lv in g  the p r e se n t  and fu tu re  h ap­
p in ess o f  th e  so u l. S o , lik e w ise , to  
b e liev e  a r e lig io n , in v e n te d  b y  u n in ­
sp ired  m en , to  be o f  d iv in e  o r ig in , is  
e q u a lly  fa ta l in  its  c o n seq u en ces .

F a ith  m ost g en era lly  lea d s  to  w o rk s
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co rresp o n d in g  in n a tu re  w ith  th e  b e ­
l ie f .  F a ith  in th e  h ea th en  sy stem s  
o f  m y th o lo g y  ca u sed  w h o le  n a tio n s  
and g en era tio n s  to w orsh ip  a c c o rd in g  
to  th ose  sy stem s. F a ith  in  th e  cor­
ru p t sy stem s o f  m od ern  C h ristia n ity  
ca u ses  th e n a tio n s  o f  E u ro p e  and  
A m e r ic a  to  p ra c tice  in  a cco rd a n ce  
th e re w ith . F a ith  in n ew  r e v e la tio n s  
lea d s  p eo p le  to  p ra c tice  a c c o rd in g  to  
th e  req u irem en ts  co n ta in ed  in  th em .

I t  is  so m etim es th e  c a se , h o w ev er , 
th a t  p eop le  p ra c tice  co n tra ry  to their  
fa ith , b e in g  g o v ern ed  b y  som e m o tiv e  
o f  a m ore p o w erfu l n a tu re . A  p er ­
son  m ay  h a v e  a d e g r e e  o f  fa ith  in  
th e  B o o k  o f M orm on , y e t , th rou gh  
fea r  o f  p ersecu tio n , or som e oth er
c a u se , he m ay r e fu se  o b ed ien ce  to  j 
i t s  req u irem en ts . A  farm er m ay b e -  1 
l ie v e  th a t i f  he so w s h is  fie ld s and  
c u lt iv a te s  them  th e y  w ill  y ie ld  an 
a b u n d a n t h a r v e s t, b u t , th ro u g h  la z i-  I 
n e s s , h e  n e g le c ts  to  a c t  a cco rd in g  to  
h is  fa ith , and th ere fo re  d oes n o t reap  
th e  rew ard . W h en  fa ith , e ith er  tru e  
or fa lse , is  su ffic ie n tly  p o w erfu l to  
lea d  to  a c tio n , i t  p ro d u ces  e f f e c t s , 
a c c o r d in g ly . T h e fa ith  o f  P a u l th a t  ■ 
J e s u s  o f  N a za re th  w a s an im postor*  
led  h im  to  do m a n y  th in g s  a g a in s t ' 
him  : h is  fa ith , a fter  s e e in g  th e  lig h t  
an d  h ea r in g  th e v o ic e  from  th e  h ea v ­
e n s , led  h im  to  sp en d  h is  life  in a d v o -j  
e a t in g  h is  d o c tr in e . T h e  fa ith  ofi 
som e led  th em  to  th in k  th a t  th ey )  
w ere  d o in g  G od se rv ic e  in k i l l in g  th e  
A p o s t le s ;  th e  fa ith  o f  o th ers m ade  
th em  w illin g  to  d ie  for th e ir  t e s t i-  
m on y  co n cern in g  J e s u s . T h e  m ur­
d erers o f  th e  a p o stle s , and th e  apos­
t le s  th e m se lv e s , b o th  had fa ith  and  
w o r k s ; th e  one had fa lse  fa ith  and ( 
w ic k e d  w o r k s ; th e  o th er  had  tru e  
fa ith  aud  r ig h te o u s  w o rk s. F a ith  
a lo n e  wdll n o t  sa v e  m en  ; n e ith er  w ill  
fa ith  and  w ork s sa v e  th em , u n le ss  
th e y  are o f  th e  r ig h t  k in d . In d e e d  
th e  fa ith  aud w ork s o f  th e  g r e a te s t  
p o rtio n  o f  m an k in d  w il l  be th e very  
ca u se  o f th eir  d am n a tio n . T ru e faith  
an d  r ig h teo u s  w ork s are e sse n t ia l to  
sa lv a tio n ; and w ith o u t b oth  o f  th ese  
n o  m an ev er  w as or e v e r  can  be sa v ed .

U n le s s  th e  tru e  p r in c ip le s  o f  sa l­

v a tio n  b e  rev ea led  and  e sta b lish ed  
b y  su ffic ien t e v id e n c e , th ere  cou ld  be 
no tru e  fa ith  and  w ork s by  w h ich  
m ankind  cou ld  o b ta in  sa lv a tio n  ; for 
in th e sy stem  o f  sa lv a t io n , w ork s fo l­
low  fa ith , and  fa ith  fo llo w s  e v id en ce , 
and e v id en ce  a cco m p a n ies  th e  re ­
v ea led  tru th . F o r  in s ta n c e , G od  
rev ea ls  th e  g rea t  and  su b lim e tru th s  
co n ta in ed  in  th e B o o k  o f  M orm on. 
N e x t ,  H e  sen d s e v id e n c e  su ffic ien t 
to  co n v in ce  m an k in d  o f  th e  d iv in e  
a u th e n t ic ity  o f  th e se  tru th s . T h ir d ­
ly ,  th is  ev id en ce  p ro d u ces  fa ith  in  
th e  m ind s o f  th o se  w h o c a n d id ly  and  
c a r e fu lly  ex a m in e  i t .  F o u r th ly , th is  
fa ith  w ill  lea d  th e  h o n e s t  to  do th e  
w o rk s req u ired  o f  th em  in th a t  b ook . 
A n d  la s t ly , th ro u g h  th e  a to n em en t  
o f  C h rist th ese  fa ith  and w o rk s, com ­
b in ed  to g e th er , w ill s u r e ly  save  them  
in the k in g d o m  o f  G o d .

T h e e v id en ce  w h ich  G od a lw a y s  
g iv es  to  esta b lish  th e  d iv in ity  o f  H is  
r e v e la tio n s , is  su ffic ien t to  p ro d u ce  
fa ith  in th e  h ea r t o f  e v e r y  p erso n  
l iv in g , w ho ex a m in es i t  in  a proper  
m an n er. H e n c e  ev ery  crea tu re  in  
a ll th e w o r ld , w ho h as com e to  y ea rs  
o f  u n d ersta n d in g , and  w h o has e v i­
d en ce  p la ced  w ith in  h is  r ea ch , is

■ con d em n ed  i f  he d o es  n o t  b e lie v e  i t .
| T h ere  are som e w ho sa y  th a t, i f  th e
e v id en ce  w ere  su ffic ien t, th e y  w o u ld  
b e  co m p elled  to  b e lie v e  ; b u t th is  is  
n o t  tr u e ,— th e  e v id e n c e  m ay  be su f­
f ic ien t, and y e t  th e y  m ay refu se  to  
ex a m in e  i t ; or th e y  m ay ex a m in e  it  
w ith  p reju d iced  m in d s, or th ey  m ay  
b e c a re le ss  in th e ir  e x a m in a tio n s , or 
th ey  m ay re fu se  to  exam in e it  in th e  
m anner in w h ich  G od  has d ir e c te d  ;

( or th ey  m ay ex a m in e  it  w ith  a d e ter ­
m in ation  n o t to  em b race  i t ,  ev en  
th o u g h  it  be t r u e ; or th e y  m ay  be  
p a rtia l in  w e ig h in g  th e  e v id en ce  fo r , 
an d  a p p a ren tly  a g a in st i t ,  w ith  a

■ m o st a n x io u s  d esire  and  h op e, th a t  
th e y  sh a ll find i t  fa ls e . A l l  th ese

■ ob stacles, a n d  m an y  o th ers th a t  
m ig h t be n a m ed , p r e v e n t  them  from  
b e lie v in g  th a t  w h ich  an h o n e s t , ca n ­
d id , u n p reju d iced , and  p ra y er fu l  
m in d  w o u ld  b e lie v e . T h erefore  it  is  
n o t  for  th e  la c k  o f  e v id en ce  th a t
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th e y  d isb e lie v e , b u t i t  is  th e ir  own  
e v il  h ea r ts , and  th e  d a rk n ess  w h ieh  
th e y  b r in g  w ith  th em  in th e ir  in v e s ­
t ig a t io n s . W h en  G o d  r e v e a ls  a 
tr u th , as i t  is  a lw a y s  acco m p a n ied  
w ith  su ffic ien t e v id e n c e , a ll p eo p le , 
b e c a u se  o f  th e ir  a g e n c y , can  b e liev e  
or d isb e liev e  i t ,  as th e y  e h o o s e ; and  
i f  th e y  b e lie v e  i t ,  th e y  can  a lso  ob ey  
or d iso b ey  i t ,  as th e y  ch oose  : and' 
h ere in  is  th e  co n d em n a tio n  o f  m an , 
b eca u se  th e y  p re fer  u n b e lie f  to  fa ith ,  
and  d iso b ed ien ce  to  o b e d ie n c e .

W h e n  th e  A p o st le s  w ere  com ­
m an d ed  to  go in to  a ll th e  w o r ld  and  
p rea ch  th e  G o sp el to  e v e r y  c r ea tu re , 
th e y  w ere in form ed  th a t  h e  w h o b e­
lie v e d  th e  G o sp el and  w as b a p tized  
sh o u ld  b e  s a v e d ; and  h e  w ho b e ­
lie v e d  n o t  sh o u ld  b e  d am n ed . T o  
b e lie v e  th e  G o sp e l, as th e  A p o st le s  
p rea ch ed  i t ,  w as n o t  su ffic ien t, b u t  
J e s u s  a d d ed  th e  co n d itio n  o f  bap­
t ism , c le a r ly  sh o w in g  th a t  th e ir  fa ith  
m u st b e  m a n ife sted  b y  th e ir  w o rk s , 
o th erw ise  i t  w o u ld  b e  o f  n o  b en efit  
to  th em . J e s u s  v e r y  w e ll u n d ersto o d  
th a t  th e  w o rk s n eeessa ry  to sa lv a tio n  
n e v e r  w o u ld  be perform ed  w ith o u t  
fa ith , w h ich  a lw a y s  p reced es  t h e m ; 
a n d  as th is  fa ith  w as in  th e ir  p ow er to  
o b ta in  th ro u g h  th e  e v id en ce  offered  
b y  th e  p rea ch in g  o f  h is A p o s t le s , he 
d eterm in ed  to dam n e v e ry  erea tu re  
in  fill th e  w orld  th a t w o u ld  n o t b e ­
l ie v e  th e  m essa g e  th e y  ta u g h t.

T h ere  are som e w ho b e lie v e  th at  
fa ith  a lo n e , u n a ceo m p a n ied  b y  w o rk s, 
is  su ffic ien t for ju stifica tio n , sa n c ti-  
f iea tio n , and  sa lv a tio n . B u t  w h at  
w o u ld  i t  b en efit a h u n g ry  m a n , in  a 
f ie ld , w h o b e lie v e s  th a t  in th e  h ou se  
th e re  is  a ta b le  sp read  for h im , w ith  
an ab u n d a n ce  o f  fo o d , i f  h e  m ake no  
e x e r tio n  to  approach  th e  h ou se  and  
o b ta in  th e  b le ss in g  ? W h a t  profit 
w o u ld  i t  b e  to  a r ich  man w ho has  
fa ith  in th e  w ords o f  J e s u s , co n cern ­
in g  th e  fe e d in g  o f  th e  h u n g ry  and  
th e  c lo th in g  o f  th e  n a k ed , u n le ss  he  
h a v e  w o rk s co rresp o n d in g  to  th a t  
fa ith  1 W h a t  b le ss in g  w o u ld  b e  ob ­
ta in e d  b y  b e lie v in g  ev e ry  w ord w h ich  
C h rist h as sp o k en , u n le ss  w e do th em  1 
I t  is  n o t th e p erson  who m ere ly  b e ­

lie v e s  in  th e  sa y in g s  o f  C h r is t, th a t  
is  ju stified , b u t i t  is  he w ho sh ow s  
h is  fa ith  b y  o b e y in g  th em . W h e n  
J e s u s  sp ea k s o f  b e lie v e r s , h e  h a s  
r e fe r en ce , m ost g e n e r a lly , to  th o se  
w h o se  fa ith  h ad  b een  su ffic ien tly  
s tr o n g  to  lea d  th em  to  o b ed ien ee . 
I t  is  to  th ese  k in d  o f  b e lie v e rs  th a t  
h e  re fer s  in  th e  fo llo w in g  p a ssa g es : 
“  V e r i ly ,  v e r ily , I  sa y  u n to  y o u , h e  
th a t  h ea reth  m y  w o rd s, and  b e -  
l ie v e th  on h im  th a t  s e n t  m e , h a th  
e v e r la s t in g  l i f e ,  a n d  sh a ll n o t  com e  
u n to  c o n d e m n a tio n ; b u t  is  p a ssed  
from  d eath  u n to  l i f e .”  “ F o r  G od  
so  lo v e d  th e  w o r ld , th a t  he g a v e  h is  
o n ly  b eg o tten  S o n , th a t  w h o so ev er  
b e lie v e th  in  him  sh o u ld  n o t  p er ish , 
b u t h a v e  e v e r la s t in g  l i f e .”  “  H e  
th a t  b e lie v e th  on  h im  is  n o t  co n ­
d e m n e d .”

J e s u s  h ere  r e fe r s  to  a c la ss  o f  b e­
lie v e r s  w ho sh o u ld  fu lly  p ro v e  th e ir  
fa ith  b y  th e ir  o b ed ien ee . S u e h , and  
su ch  a lo n e , sh o u ld  b e  fre e d  from  co n ­
d em n ation — sh o u ld  p a ss  from  d ea th  
u n to  life — sh o u ld  b ecom e th e  c h il­
dren o f  G od b y  h a v in g  a  fa ith  th at  
w o u ld  lea d  th em  to  o b ey . A l l  o th er  
b e lie v e r s  are w ith o u t ju stif ic a tio n —  
w ith o u t h o p e— w ith o u t e v e r la s tin g  
l ife , and w ill  b e  d a m n ed , th e sam e  
as u n b e liev e r s , b eca u se  th e y  p ro fess  
to  b e lie v e  on th e  w ord s o f th e  S o n  o f  
G o d , b u t w il l  n o t o b ey  th em .

J e s u s  sa y s , “  I f  a  m an lo v e  m e, 
h e w il l  k eep  m y w o rd s; and m y  
F a th e r  w ill lo v e  h im , and w e w ill  
com e u n to  h im , and m ake our abode  
w ith  h im . H e  th a t  lo v e th  m e n o t  
k e e p e th  n o t  m y sa y in g s .”  A s  a  
m a n ’s lo v e  is  m a n ifested  by  h is  w o rk s, 
so  is  h is  fa ith .

J o h n  sa y s  th a t, “  W h o so ev er  b e ­
lie v e th  th a t J e s u s  is th e  C h rist, is  born  
o f  G o d .”  I t  is  e v id e n t, from  th e  
w h o le  E p is t le  in w h ich  th ese  w ord s  
are c o n ta in ed , th a t  none w ere  to b e  
co n sid ered  as r e a lly  b e lie v in g  th at  
J e s u s  w as th e  C h r is t, o n ly  th o se  w h o  
m a n ifested  i t  b y  k e e p in g  h is  com ­
m a n d m en ts ; for  h e  fu r th er  sa y s , 
“  H e r e b y  w e do k n ow  th a t  w e k n o w  
h im , i f  w e k eep  h is  co m m a n d m en ts. 
F ie  th a t sa ith , I  k n ow  him  and
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k e e p e th  n o t h is  co m m a n d m en ts, is  j 
a l ia r , and the tru th  is  n o t in  h im .j  
B u t  w hoso k eep e th  h is  w o rd , in  him  
v e r ily  is th e  lo v e  o f  G od  p er fec ted  : 
h e r e b y  know  w e th a t w e are in h im .”  
A n d  a g a in , h e  sa y s , “  E v e r y  one  
th a t  d oeth  r ig h te o u sn e ss  is  born  o f  
h im .”  “  W h o so ev er  d o eth  n o t  r ig h ­
teo u sn ess  is  n o t o f  G o d .”  c< H e  th a t  
k e e p e th  h is  com m a n d m en ts d w elle th  
in  h im , and  he in h im .”  “  E v e r y , 
o n e  th a t lo v e t li  is  born  o f  G o d , and  
k n o w e th  G o d .”  “  H e  th a t  lo v e th  
n o t ,  k n o w eth  n o t  G od ; for  G od is 
l o v e .”  “  H e  th a t  d w elle th  in lo v e ,  
d w e lle th  in  G od , and  G od in h im . 
H e r e in  is our lo v e  m ade p e r fe c t , th a t  
w e m ay  h a v e  b o ld n ess  in  th e day  o f  
ju d g m e n t ; b e c a u se , as h e  is , so are  
w e in th is  w o r ld . T h ere  is no fear  
in  lo v e , b u t p e r fe e t  lo v e  e a s te lh  ou t  
fea r  ; b eca u se  fea r  h ath  to rm en t. H e  
th a t  fea re th  is n o t  m ade p e r fe e t  in j 
lo v e . AVe lo v e  h im  b eca u se  h e  first 
lo v e d  u s .”  “ T h is  is  th e  lo v e  o f 1 
G o d , th a t w e k eep  h is  com m an d ­
m en ts  ; and  h is  com m a n d m en ts arc 
n o t  g r ie v o u s .”  I

F ro m  a ll  th ese  p a ssa g es  it  is ea sy )  
to  p erce iv e  th a t  sa lv a tio n  d ep en d s  
u p on  our lo v in g  G o d ; and th a t lo v ­
in g  G od  is  th e  k e e p in g  o f  h is  co m ­
m a n d m en ts  ; and  th e  k eep in g  o f  h is  
co m m a n d m en ts is  th e  o n ly  sure e v i­
d e n c e  o f  our r e a lly  b e lie v in g  th at  
J e s u s  is th e  C h rist. L e t  no p erso n s , 
th e r e fo r e , fla tter  or d e c e iv e  th em ­
se lv e s  w ith  th e  id e a  th a t  th ey  b e lie v e  
from  th e ir  h e a r t, th a t  J e s u s  is  th e  
C h ris t, or th a t  th ey  are born o f  G o d ;  
or th a t th e y  h ave  p assed  from  death  
u n to  l if e ,  or th a t  th e y  lo v e  G o d , u n ­
le s s  th e y  are certa in  th a t th e y  h a v e  
k e p t  h is co m m an d m en ts and  sa y in g s . 
M illio n s  are d e c e iv in g  th em se lv es  w ith  
a fa lse  fa ith  and w ith  a fa lse  h o p e—  
d e lu d in g  th em se lv es  w ith  th e  n o tio n  
th a t  th e y  are born o f  G od , w h en  th ey  
h a v e  n o t  a tten d ed  ev en  to  the first 
com m an d m en ts in  re la t io n  to  their  
a d o p tio n . A l l  su eh  w il l  m e e t  w ith  a 
b itte r  d isa p p o in tm en t.

T h e  first e ffect o f  tru e  fa ith  is  a 
s in ce r e , tru e , an d  th o ro u g h  rep en ­
ta n c e  o f  a ll s i n s ; th e  seco n d  effect

is  an im m ersion  in w a ter  for th e  r e ­
m ission  o f  sin s : th e  th ird  is the r e ­
cep tio n  o f  th e o rd in a n ce  o f  th e la y in g  
on o f  th e hands for th e  baptism  o f  th e  
H o ly  G h o s t : th ese  are the first com ­
m an d m en ts in th e  G o sp e l. N o  m an  
has a sa v in g  fa ith  w ith o u t a tte n d in g  
to  th ese  th ree  req u irem en ts . N o  
p erson  can  be a b e liev er  in  C h rist, 
in th e  scr ip tu ra l sen se  o f  th a t  term , 
w ith o u t co m p ly in g , in  th e  s tr ic te s t  
m an n er, w ith  th ese  co m m a n d m en ts;  
w ith o u t r e c e iv in g  th e se , i t  w ill  be in  
vain  for him  to  p ray  for a fo rg iv e n e ss  
o f  s in s , or for th e b ap tism  o f  th e  sp ir­
it ,  or for sa lv a tio n  : and i f  he f la tter s  
h im se lf  th a t he lo v e s  G o d , or th a t  
he ean  ob ta in  e te r n a l l ife  w ith o u t  
o b e y in g  th ese  first com m a n d m en ts, 
he is  w o fu lly  d e c e iv e d . I n d e e d , th ese  
are th e  in tro d u cto ry  p r in c ip le s , and  
th e o n ly  p r in c ip le s  b y  w h ich  m en aud  
w om en  can  b e  born in to  th e  k in g ­
dom  o f  C h rist, and b eco m e h is so n s  
and d a u g h ters . A f te r  a tte n d in g  to  
th e se , th ere  are o th er  com m an d m en ts  
for them  to  o b e y ; b u t i f  th e y  u n d er­
ta k e  to  ob ey  th e  o th ers first, th ey  
w ill find their end eavors u n accep ta ­
b le  in th e s ig h t o f  G od . F o r  in sta n ce , 
G od requires h is so n s  and daughters  
to k eep  th e Sabbath d ay  h o ly  ; but 
n o  man can k eep  the Sabbath h o ly  
until he has attended to  th e first three  
com m an d m en ts o f  the G o sp e l, a lter  
w h ich  he can k eep  the Sabbath a c­
co rd in g  to the m ind o f  G od , but n o t  

I before. T h ere  are m an y  com m an d ­
m en ts w h ich  non e but th o se  w’ho are 

I born o f  G od can k eep . And for a 
m an to undertake to k eep  them  before  
attend ing  to  the first three, w ou ld  be 
l ik e  a c h ild ’s undertak ing to  read be­
fore it had learned the alphabet, 

j A  fa ith , th en , th a t  b r in g s rem is­
sion  o f  sin s or ju stifica tio n  to th e  
s in n e r , is  th a t w h ich  is  c o n n e c te d  
w ith  re p e n ta n ce  an d  b ap tism . F a ith  
a lo n e  w ill  n o t j u s t i f y ;  fa ith  and r e -  

jp en ta n ce  a lon e  w ill n o t  j u s t i f y ; fa ith  
and  b ap tism  a lo n e  w il l  n o t j u s t i f y ; 
b u t fa ith , r e p e n ta n ce  and  b a p tism  
w ill ju s t ify  and b r in g  rem ission  o f  
s in s  ih r o u g h  th e  b lood  o f  C h rist. 
AVhat d oes P a u l m ea n , w h en  h e  sa y s ,
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“ T h erefo re  b e in g  ju stified  b y  fa ith  
w e have p eace  w ith  G od  th ro u g h  our  
L o rd  J e s u s  C h rist V’ H e  m eans th a t  
fa ith  is the s ta r t in g  p o in t— th e fo u n ­
d ation  and  cau se  o f  ou r r ep en ta n ce  
a n d  b ap tism  w h ich  b r in g  rem ission  
or ju stifica tio n  ; and  b e in g  th e  cau se  
w h ic h  lea d s to  th o se  r e su lts , i t  is  n o t  
im p rop er  to  im p u te  ju stifica tio n  to  
fa ith . W h a t  does th a t  scr ip tu re  m ean  
th a t  sa y s , “ I f  th o u  sh a lt  co n fess  w ith  
th y  m outh  th e  L ord  J e s u s , and sh a lt  
b e lie v e  in  th in e h ea rt th a t G od h ath  
ra ised  him  from  th e d ea d , th ou  sh a lt  
b e sa v ed . F o r  w ith  th e  h ea rt m an  
b e lie v e th  u n to  r ig h te o u sn e ss , and  w ith  

‘ th e  m on th  co n fess io n  is  m ade u n to  
sa lv a tio n  ?” I t  m ean s th a t  rea l fa ith , 
in th e h ea r t is th a t w h ich  lea d s  to  
o b e d ie n c e :  for  a m an who d oes n o t  
o b e y , o n ly  has a d e g ree  o f  fa ith , and  
n o t  a l iv in g  fa ith  in th e  h e a r t  w h ich  
in  a ll c a ses  w ill  lea d  to  rep en ta n ce , 
c o n fe ss io n , b a p tism , la y in g  on o f  
h a n d s , &c. A l l  w ill  ad m it th a t  to  
b e lie v e  w ith  th e  h e a r t  lea d s  to  and  
in c lu d e s  rep en ta n ce . W h y  n o t  a lso  
a d m it th a t  it  in c lu d e s  e v ery  o th er  
co m m a n d m en t o f  th e  g o sp e l % B e ­
ca u se  b e lie v in g  w ith  th e  h e a r t  in  th e  
resu rr e c tio n  o f  C h r is t  is th e  m o v in g  
ca u se  o f  o b ed ien ce  w h ich  brine's sa l-

# O

r a t io n , it m ay w e ll be said th a t sa lv a ­
tio n  is  th e  r e su lt  o f  fa ith .

T h ere  has been  m uch  d isp u te  
am o n g  m an k in d  in reg a rd  to  ju stifi­
c a tio n . Som e h a v e  su p p osed  th a t  we  
are ju stified  by  th e  b lo o d  o f  C h rist  
b y  sim p le  fa ith  a lo n e , w ith o u t p er­
fo rm in g  an y  w ork s e ith er  o f  th e  law  
or g o sp e l. O th ers su p p ose  th a t w e  
are ju stified  b y  th e  b lo o d  o f  C hrist b y  
s im p ly  a d d in g  rep en ta n ce  to our faith  
w ith o u t a n y  fu rth er  w o rk s. O th ers  
co n ten d  th a t a ll m ankind  w ill be ju s­
tified  and sa v ed  th rou gh  th e  b lood  o f  
C h r is t , w ith o u t e ith er  fa ith  or w ork s. 
A l l  th ese  ad m it th a t th e a to n em en t  
o f  C h rist is n e c e ssa r y  to  ju stifica tio n . 
T h e  o n ly  d isp u te  seem s to bo in re ­
g a r d  to  the co n d itio n s  req u ired  o f  th e  
c rea tu re  b y  w h ich  h e  r e ce iv es  th e  
ju stif ic a tio n  p u rch a sed  by th e  a to n e ­
m en t. T h ose  w ho b e lie v e  th a t  s im ­
p le  fa ith  a lo n e , w ith o u t  w o rk s, is the

o n ly  co n d itio n  req u ired , g e n e r a lly  
u r g e  th e  fo llo w in g  p a ssa g es  in  su p ­
p o rt o f  th a t  v iew  : “ F o r  i f  A b rah am  
w ere  ju stified  b y  w o rk s , h e  h a th  
w h er e o f  to  g lo r y ;  b u t  n o t  b efore  
G od . F o r  w h at sa ith  the scripture?  
Abraham  b elieved  G od , and it w as  
co u n ted  u n to  h im  for r ig h teo u sn ess . 
N o w  to h im  that w o rk eth  is the re­
ward n o t reck on ed  o f  grace, but o f  
debt. B u t to h im  that w ork eth  n o t, 
but b e liev e th  on h im  that ju stifie th  
the u n g o d ly , h is  faith is cou n ted  for 
r ig h teo u sn ess . E ven  as D a v id  a lso  d e­
scribed! the m an, u n to  w h o m  G od im -  
puteth  r ig h teo u sn ess  w ith o u t w o rk s .”  
(R o m . 4  : 2 — 6 .) T h o s e  w h o  b elieve  
w o rk s n ecessary  to ju stifica tio n , quote  
the fo llo w in g  : “  W h a t doth it profit,
m y  brethren, th o u g h  a m an sa y  lie 
hath faith, and have n o t  w o rk s ? Can  
faith save h im ? ” “ F a ith , i f  it hath  
not w o rk s, is dead, b e in g  a lo n e . Y ea , 
a m an m a y  sa y , T h o u  h ast faith , 
and 1 have w o r k s : s h o w  m e th y  faith 
w ith o u t th y  w o r k s , and I w ill s h o w  
thee m y  faith b y  m y  w o rk s . T h o u  
b e liev est that there is o n e  G od ; thou  
d o est w e l l : the d ev ils  a lso  b e liev e  
and trem b le. B u t w ilt  thou  k n o w , 
0  vain m an, that faith w ith o u t w ork s  
is d ead? W a s n o t A braham , onr  
father, ju stified  b y  w o rk s , w h en  be 
had offered Isaac, h is  so n , u pon  the 
altar? S eest thou  h o w  faith w ro u g h t  
w ith  h is  w o rk s , and b y  w o rk s w as  
faith m ade perfect ? And the scrip ­
ture w as fu lfilled  w h ich  sa ith , Abra­
ham b elieved  G od , and it w as im puted  
unto him  for r ig h teo u sn ess  : and he  
w a s ca lled  the F rien d  o f  G od . Y e  
see  then h o w  that b y  w o rk s a man is 
ju stified , and n ot b y  faith o n ly . L ik e­
w ise  a lso  w as n o t R ahab, the harlot, 
ju stified  b y  w o rk s , w h en  sh e  had re­
ce ived  the m essen g ers, and had sen t  
them  ou t another w a y ?  F o r  as the  
b o d y  w ith o u t the sp irit is dead, so  
faith , w ith o u t  w o r k s , is dead a lso .”  
(Jam es 2  : 14— 2 6 .)  R aul and Jam es  
seem  ap parently  to  contrad ict each  
o t h e r ; and th is has been the cause o f  
differences o f  o p in ion  in our d a y : 
but th ese  apparent con trad iction s can  
e a s ily  be reco n ciled , i f  w e  take in to  
con sid eration  the tw o  different su b -
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jects upon which they were writing. 
Paul was writing to a people who 
were inclined to believe in circum­
cision, and other works of the ancient 
law which had been done away in 
Christ. And he shows clearly that 
circumcision and many of those an­
cient laws were given in the earlier 
ages, not to take away past sins or 
to justify those to whom they were 
given, but for various other purposes; 
and that by complying with those 
works, they did nothing more than 
what they were indebted to do, and 
that the reward attached to these acts 
was “ not reckoned of grace, but of 
debt;” or in other words, the reward 
of grace is a forgiveness of past sins; 
but the reward of debt is a freedom 
from the condemnation, not of past 
sins, but of the sins which would ex­
ist in case we refused to pay the debt: 
for instance, God commanded Abra­
ham to circumcise himself and all the 
males of his house, not to justify 
himself or his house of past sins, but 
for another purpose. When this com­
mandment was given, it brought Abra­
ham under obligations to obey it; it 
was a debt he owed to the Lord ; if 
he paid it, there would be no con­
demnation arising from disobedience 
in relation to that particular com­
mandment, and he would have the 
reward of a clear conscience, so far 
as the payment of that particular debt 
was concerned; but in all this there 
is no reward of grace manifested in 
the forgiveness of any sins which 
may have previously been committed. 
Therefore as obedience to these par­
ticular laws did not bring remission of 
sins, Paul could with propriety say 
that Abraham and others were not jus­
tified by works, that is, by such works 
of the law as circumcision, &c., which 
were given for a very different pur­
pose than that of justification. It was 
very necessary that Abraham should 
do those works, though they were 
not works intended to bring remis­
sion of sins or justification, yet the 
performance of them would prevent 
the sin of negligence, and would also 
bring such blessings as were attached 
to them by way of promise. But af­

ter these laws and circumcision were 
done away in Christ, then Paul could 
say, “ But to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that justifieth 
the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness.” If those laws and 
ordinances which were given to Abra­
ham to perform, were not intended to 
justify him of his past sins, much less 
would they justify those who lived 
after Christ, when they were done 
away. After Christ, these works 
given to Abraham to perform, were 
not considered even as a debt binding 
upon any: they were works, there­
fore, that would be sinful to perform. 
The faith of that man that “ worketh 
not,” that is, that does not perform 
works that are done away, “ is coun­
ted for righteousness.”

lint as Abraham was justified by 
faith, it may not be improper to in­
quire whether there were any other 
class of works, connected with his faith, 
that were of a justifying nature. Paul 
says, “ The Scripture foreseeing that 
God would justify the heathen through 
faith, preached before the gospel unto 
Abraham, saying: In thee shall all 
nations be blest.”— (Gal. 3 : 8.) From 
this we learn, that the same gospel 
that was to justify the heathen through 
faith, and bless all nations, was ac­
tually preached to Abraham. Now 
in the gospel there are certain works 
to be connected with faith for justifi­
cation : by these works of the gospel, 
he manifested his faith and obtained 
justification ; and not by the works of 
the law, such as circumcision, &c. 
Paul says, “ Faith was reckoned to 
Abraham for righteousness. How 
was it then reckoned ? when he was 
in circumcision or in uncircumcision ? 
Not in circumcision, but in uncircum­
cision. And he received the sign of 
circumcision, a seal of the righteous- 
ness of the faith which he had, yet 
being uncircumcised : that he might 
be the father of all them that believe, 
though they be not circumcised : that 
righteousness might be imputed unto 
them also; and the father of circum­
cision to them who are not of the 
circumcision only, but who also walk 
in the steps of our father Abraham,
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w h ic h  h e  -had b e in g  y e t  uncircu m ­
c ise d .”— (R om . 4 :  9 - 1 2 .)  F rom  th ese  
p a ssages w e learn, that Abraham  w as  
ju stified  before c ircu m cisio n , c o n se ­
q u e n tly  the g o sp e l o f  ju stifica tion  
m u st have been  preached to him  b e ­
fore that law  w as g iv en . T h a t there 
w ere w o rk s  con n ected  w ith  the g o s ­
pel preached to  A braham , is ev id en t  
from  the fact that all the heathen  na­
tio n s  w h o  lived  in the A p o stle s ’ d a y s, 
co u ld  be justified  and b eco m e  h is  
ch ild ren  b y  w a lk in g , as P a u l sa y s , 
“  in the step s o f  that faith o f  our  
father A braham .”  T h er e  w ere cer­
tain step s pertain ing to  the go sp e l 
s.nd faith o f  A braham , in w tfich  he  
w a lk e d ; o th erw ise  he cou ld  n ot have  
b een  ju stified . W h atever w o rk s  these  
step s o f  ju stifica tion  in c lu d ed , the very  
sa m e w ere required o f  the h eath en

after C hrist. T h e s e  step s o f  th e g o s ­
p el, s in ce  C hrist, w e  have already ob­
served , are R ep en tan ce  and B aptism , 
w h ic h  bring rem ission  o f  sin s and  
ju stifica tio n , b ein g  the resu lts o f  faith, 
or in  other w o rd s, th e step s o f  faith  
that Abraham  w alked  in . T h erefo re  
“ to  h im  that w ork eth  n o t ”  the w ork s  
o f  c ircu m cisio n  and o th er  la w s  that 
are don e a w a y , but perform eth the  
w o rk s o f  the g o sp e l, “ h is  faith is  
cou n ted  for r ig h teo u sn ess ,”  the sam e  
as Abraham ’s w as w h o  w a lk ed  in the  
step s o f  the sam e g o sp e l, and w as j u s ­
tified in the sam e w a y . T h is  v iew  
o f  the subject p erfectly  reco n c ile s  th e  
teach in gs o f  both P a u l and Jam es, and  
sh o w s  m o st c lea r ly  that both  w ere  
correct, w h en  their sta tem en ts are ap­
plied to  the tw o  different subjects u pon  
w h ich  th ey  w ere w ritin g . E d ito r .

Q UESTIONS AND A N SW ERS ON DOCTRINE.

BY THE EDITOR.

Question. H o w  m an y w a y s  has G od  
ordained to  obtain  eternal life ?

Answer. O n ly  one.
Q. I Io w  m any d isp en sation s has  

G od  sen t in to  the w orld  ?
A . M any hundreds.
Q. H as n o t G o d ’s plan o f  savin g  

m en  been different under different 
d isp en sa tio n s  ?

A. N o t  in the lea st, so  far as certain  
la w s  and ord inances are concern ed .

Q. W hat is the plan o f  salvation  ?
A. It is  to believe and do  all tiling's 

that G od  requires o f  us, and then w e  
sh a ll be saved  through  the aton em en t  
o f  C hrist.

Q. H as G od required m ankind un­
der different d isp en sa tion s to b e liev e  
and do the sam e th in gs ?

A. In so m e  resp ects He h as, in o th ­
ers, H e has not.

Q. W h at are th o se  general la w s  
and ord in an ces n ecessa ry  to be be­
liev ed  and ob ey ed  in all d isp en sation s, 
in order to obtain a co m p lete  salva­
tion  ?

A. T h e y  are, first, F aith  in the  
ato n em en t o f  C h r is t ; seco n d , R epent­
ance o f  a ll sin ; th ird , Im m ersion  in  
w ater for the rem issio n  o f  s in s -, fourth , 
th e B aptism  o f  F ire  and o f  the H o ly  
G h o st  through  the ord inance o f  C on -  
firm ation, or the la y in g  on o f  hands.

Q. C ou ld  n ot an y  man from  Adam  
to C h rist rece ive  a full sa lvation  w ith ­
o u t b ein g  B aptized  in w ater and w ith  
the H o ly  G h o st ?

A. N o ;  u n less  so m e  other person  
au th orized  has been or shall he bap­
tized for him  after h e  is dead. N e ith er  
can an y  m an from  C h rist to the end  
o f  the w orld , enter in to  the C elestia l 
K in g d o m  w ith o u t em bracing th ese  
sam e p rin cip les.

Q. W h o  has a u th ority  to  B aptize  
and Confirm  ?

A  N o n e  but th o se  w h o m  G od  has 
ca lled  and ordained.

Q. H ave the R om an C ath o lics  au­
th ority  to baptize ?

A. N o  : for th ey  h ave n o  inspired  
A p o stle s  and P ro p h ets  am on g  them  :
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n eith er  have th ey  a n y  n ew  revela tion s, 
am! w ith o u t th ese  thing’s no  on e  ever  
w as or ever can be ca lled  to the m in ­
istry  ?

Q. Is the R om an C ath o lic  C hurch  
th e C hurch o f  C h rist?

A. N o:  for sh e  has n o  inspired  
p riesth ood  or officers, w ith o u t w h ich  
the C hurch o f  C h rist never did nor  
never can ex ist .

Q. I lo w  lo n g  s in ce  the R om an  
C ath o lic  C hurch  lo s t  the au th ority  
and ceased  to be the C hurch  o f  Christ?

A. S h e  never had au th o r ity , and 
never w as the C h urch  o f  C h rist; and 
c o n se q u e n tly  sh e  co u ld  n ot lo se  that 
w h ic h  sh e  never w as in p o sse ss io n  of.

Q. If the R om an C a th o lic s  are not 
the C hurch o f  C h rist, w h ere  has the  
C h urch  o f  C hrist ex is ted  s in ce  in ­
spired  m en ceased  from  the earth :

A. She has ex isted  in heaven  w here  
th e  gates o f  h ell never can prevail 
again st her, b ecau se sh e  is built upon  
th e rock ; and the in sp ired  A p o stles  
are in heaven w ith  h er w h o m  the S a ­
v iou r prom ised  to  he w ith  a lw a y s , 
e v e n  u n to  the end o f  the w orld .

Q. W hat has b eco m e o f  the A p o s­
t le s ’ su ccesso rs  ?

A. T h e  A p o stles  had n o  su ccesso rs  
after th o se  died o f f  w h o  w ere  ca lled  
by inspiration and n ew  revela tion .

Q. A fter the C h urch  o f  C h rist  
fled from  earth to h ea v en , w h at w as 
le ft ?

A. A se t o f  w ick ed  A p osta tes, m ur­
derers, and id o la ters, w h o , after h aving  
m ade w ar w ith  the sa in ts , and over­
com e them , and d estro y ed  them  out 
o f - th e  earth , w ere left to fo llo w  the 
w ick ed  im atrinations o f  their  o w n  cor-  
rupt hearts, and to b u ild  up ch u rch es  
b y  hum an a u th o r ity , and to  fo llo w  
after the cu n n in g  craftiness o f  u n ­
insp ired  m en ; h a v in g  n o  A p o stle , 
P r o p h e t, or R ev e la to r  to  inquire o f  
G od  for th e m : and th u s, b ecau se  o f | 
w ick ed n ess , the C h u rch , and P r ies t­
h o o d , and g ifts, and ord in an ces and 
b le ss in g s  o f  the ev er la stin g  G o sp e l, 
w ere  taken from the earth , and re­
served  in h eaven  until the fu ln ess  o f  
tim es, w h en  it w as predicted  that th ey  
sh o u ld  again be restored a m o n g  m en  
to co n tin u e  until the end sh o u ld  co m e.

Q , W h o  founded th e R om an  C ath ­
o lic  C hurch ? ^

A. T h e  D e v il,  through  the m ed i­
um  o f  A p o sta tes , w h o  subverted  the  
w h o le  order o f  G od  bv d en y in g  im ­
m ediate revela tion , and su b stitu tin g  
in th e place thereof, tradition and an­
c ien t revela tion s as a su ffic ien t rule o f  
faith and practice.

Q. D id  the great P ro testa n t R e­
form ers restore the C h u rch  o f  C hrist 
to  the earth ?

A. N o :  for th ey  had n o  inspired  
A p o stle s , P ro p h ets , or R ev e la to rs  
a m o n g  th em , w ith o u t  w h ic h  the  
C hurch cou ld  n ot be restored .

Q. B ut did n o t a n y  o f  th e P r o te s ­
tant R eform ers have a u th o r ity  to B ap­
tize  and C onfirm  ?

A. N o t  a n y  o f  them  : for th ey  p re­
tended that an c ien t revela tion  w as a 
su ffic ien t rule o f  faith ; and, therefore, 
that n o  n ew  revela tion  w as needed  : 
and w ith o u t n e w  revela tion  n o  man  
cou ld  be ca lled  and au th orized  to ad­
m in ister  G o sp el ord in an ces.

Q. B ut did not the first P ro testa n t  
R eform ers receive  their  ord ination  and  
au th o r ity  from the C a th o lic s  ?

A. Y e s :  and in th is  m anner th ey  
received  all the a u th o r ity  that th eir  
m other church w a s  in p o sse ss io n  o f ; 
and the m oth er  h av in g  derived  h er  
a u th ority  from  the D e v il, cou ld  o n ly  
im part that w h ich  h is  Satanic m a jesty  
w a s pleased to b e s to w  u pon  her. I f  
thorns cou ld  bear f ig s — if  a bitter  

j fountain  cou ld  send  forth s w e e t  w a ­
iter— or a corrupt tree bring forth  
g o o d  fruit, then th e w h o re  o f  B a b y lo n  
cou ld  con fer d iv in e a u th ority  u pon  
h er harlot daugh ters. B u t w h atever  
au th o r ity  the m oth er m ig h t have pre­
tended to confer u p o n  the daughters, 
sh e  afterw ards w as v ery  careful to  
take from them  b y  ex co m m u n ica tio n . 
T h ere fo re , u n less  the R eform ers re­
ce iv ed  fresh a u th o r ity  from  h ea v en  
b y  n ew  revela tion , th ey  had no  au­
th o r ity  at all.

Q. A re all the B ap tism s ad m in is­
tered b y  the C a th o lic s  and P r o te s t­
a n ts , and th e  different sec ts  w h ich  
h a ve, from  tim e to tim e, d issen ted  
from  th em , illeg a l, b ecau se  the m in is­
ters w ere  n ot au thorized  ?
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A. They are, every one of them, 
illegal, and null, and void, and with­
out effect; and will not be considered 
baptism in the day of judgment any 
more than the acts of unauthorized 
men in human governments are con­
sidered legal.

Q. Was not the Protestant Refor­
mation a great benefit to the world ?

A. Yes: it served to weaken the 
power of the mother church, and pro­
duced a great division in Satan’s kino-- 
dom—the mother being opposed to 
her harlot daughters, and the daugh­
ters against their most abominable 
mother: and in this family war, the 
harlot daughters became also sorely 
displeased with each other. And in 
the midst of the contending elements, 
wise men became convinced that the 
civil government could not safely be 
entrusted with any of the contending 
parties: hence arose governments sup­
porting religious freedom : whereas, 
if it had not been for the divisions in 
Satan’s kingdom, freedom of con­
science would have been wholly un­
known in the nineteenth century. 
The iron yoke of Romanism would 
have sorely galled the necks of all 
nations upon whom she had power 
to place it. It was to weaken this 
corrupt, soul-destroying power; and 
to stir up contention, division, and 
war in all her borders, preparatory to 
the establishment of religious liberty, 
that God moved upon the hearts of 
the great Protestant Reformers of the 
sixteenth centurv.

Q. Is not sincerity a sufficient qual­
ification to entitle a man to salvation?

A. N o :  sincerity is necessary to 
salvation, but is not sufficient for sal­
vation. Paul, in his sincerity, verily 
thought he ought to do many things 
contrary to Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus 
said to liis apostles, “The time comelh 
that whosoever killeth you will think 
that he doeth God service.” (John 16: 
2.) No one, who believes the Bible, 
will have the presumption to say, that 
those who killed the apostles could 
be saved, and yet Jesus says, that those 
murderers were to be so sincere, that 
they would really think that they 
were doing God service. Idolaters are

frequently sincere, so much so, that 
they are willing to sacrifice their own 
lives to their idols. But the scripture 
says, that no idolater can inherit the 
kingdom of God. Millions of sincere 
persons will be shut out of the king­
dom of heaven ; and yet no person 
will be permitted to enter that king­
dom unless he is sincere. The sin­
cerity of some of the Catholics and 
Protestants in their religion, will in no 
wise qualify them for salvation. He 
that would be saved must not only be 
sincere, but embrace the true gospel, 
be baptized into the true Church, and 
continue a faithful member of the same 
unto the end. This is the only way 
to be saved with a full salvation. As 
neither Catholics nor Protestants are 
members of the true Church, they 
cannot claim celestial glory. How­
ever sincere, they are unprepared to 
dwell with God and receive the fulness 
of his glory.

Q. How long since the Church of 
Christ has been absent from the 
earth?

A. We have no history or know­
ledge of the Christian Church on the 
Eastern hemisphere after the second 
century. The Christian Church on 
the Western hemisphere ceased near 
the beginning of the fifth century. 
The Christian Church, therefore, was 
absent from the earth for above four­
teen centuries.

Q. What has become of all the 
nations and generations during these 
fourteen centuries ?

A. They have lived without pro­
phets, without inspired apostles, with­
out revelators, without the voice of 
God, without the ministry of angels, 
without heavenly visions, without au­
thorized ministers to baptize or min­
ister any other ordinance of the gospel, 
without the miraculous gifts of the 
Spirit, without the true Church, and 
consequently have died without sal­
vation. And thus about fourteen thou­
sand millions of the human race have 
gone down to their graves in ignorance 
and darkness, since the Church was 
taken from the earth.

Q. Will all these generations be 
damned without remedy?
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Jl. All these have died without 
hearing a message sent to them by 
divine authority ; they have died with­
out rejecting a message, and therefore 
will not be under the same condem­
nation as those who lived when mes­
sages have been sent, and who rejected 
the same. All these will be punished 
according to their works, and will be 
shut up in prison like those who per­
ished in the flood, and will eventually 
have the gospel preached to them, 
even as Jesus preached the gospel to 
the antediluvian spirits; those who 
receive the gospel in prison will be 
redeemed therefrom; and those who 
reject it, will be sent down to hell 
with those who reject the same while 
here in the flesh. This eventually 
gives the same privilege to both the 
dead and the living that they may all 
be judged by the same law. Hence 
the apostle Peter, after having informed 
us that Christ “ went and preached unto 
the spirits in prison which sometime 
were disobedient, when once the long 
suffering of God waited in the days of 
Noah,” also informs us of the reason ; 
“For, for this cause was the gospel 
preached also to them that are dead, 
that they might be judged according 
to men in the flesh.” (1 Peter 3 : 19, 
20 ; also 4 : 6.) The purpose to be 
accomplished in preaching to those 
who are dead and in prison, is to place 
their spirits in a condition to “be 
judged according to men in the flesh,” 
who hear the gospel in this life. 
Thus both the living and the dead 
will be judged by the law of the 
gospel. Those who receive it will 
be saved ; those who reject it will be 
damned.

Q. Why did not God send some 
one inspired with authority to build 
up his Church, during this long pe­
riod of fourteen centuries?

A. Because the nations had become 
so extremely corrupt through the tra­
ditions handed down from their Apos­
tate fathers, that they would not have, 
suffered the true Church to be built 
up among them. • Liberty of con­
science was not tolerated sufficiently 
to permit a message by divine author­
ity to be published in their midst. If

God had sent forth servants to restore 
the true Church to the earth, before He 
had prepared the way by the estab­
lishment of governments favorable to 
religious liberty, they would have 
been killed off as the former day mes­
sengers were, and the church would 
again have been driven from the earth ; 
and such wickedness would have left 
them in a far worse condition than 
what they would have been in if no 
message had been sent. If a message 
had been sent, and they had rejected 
it, it would have deprived them of 
hearing the gospel in prison with 
those who died in ignorance. The 
condition of things in the spiritual 
world will be more favorable to their 
h e a r i n g  and receiving the gospel than 
it would have been under the tyranni­
cal and corrupt powers of an Apostate 
Chinch. God, therefore, has dealt with 
these Apostate generations in that way 
that will, in the end, save far more 
of them than could have been saved 
by giving them a message in this life 
to trample under their feet. Other 
generations are in more favorable cir­
cumstances to have the gospel in 
this life, and in such cases, greater 
numbers can be saved than there could 
be by postponing the offer of salva­
tion until they enter the spirit world. 
Hence God takes into account the fa­
vorable or unfavorable circumstances 
in which generations are placed, and 
sends them the gospel in this life or 
in the world of spirits, just according 
as He sees that it will have a tendency 
to save the m ost: this, therefore, is 
the reason why He has sent no divine 
message to the inhabitants of our 
globe, during the long and dreary 
night of fourteen centuries.

Q. But inasmuch as it is the object 
of God to save men, why not send 
the gospel to each generation here 
and in the next world also ?

Jl. Because if they reject the gos­
pel here, they have not the privilege 
of entering into the prison in the 
spirit world, and of again hearing the 
gospel among those who never heard 
it while in the flesh: God’s justice’ 
requires those who reject the gospel 
to be damned, instead of being favored
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w ith  a prison  a m o n g  th o se  w h o  are i 
le s s  g u ilty . T h o s e  in prison are in j 
an interm ediate s t a t e : th ey  are n ot  
saved , n eith er are th e y  irrecoverab ly  . 
l o s t : but w h en  the g o sp e l is preached  
to  them  it w ill d ecid e their fate, re­
d eem in g  th o se  w h o  rece ive  it, and 
d am n in g  th o se  w h o  reject i t ; the  
o n e  r isin g  to  lig h t, g lo ry , and happ i­
n e s s — and the o th er fa llin g  to dark­
n e ss , dam nation , and m isery . And  
th u s w ill the liv in g  and the dead be 
ju d g ed  b y  the sam e g o s p e l;  and the  
m er c y  and ju s tic e  o f  G od be m ani­
fested  to a ll w ith o u t p artia lity . It 
w ill  be perceived  that th e m essa g e  o f  
th e  g o sp e l e ither saves or dam n s, in ­
stead o f  sen d in g  their sp irits to  an in ­
term ediate state.

Q. Is th is in term ediate state, w h ich  
is  ca lled  in the scrip tures a p r iso n , a 
p la ce  o f  p u n ish m en t?

A. Y e s :  but the sev er ity  o f  the  
p u n ish m en t is  n o t as great as is  e x ­
perienced  a m o n g  th o se  w h o  are sen t  
to  h e ll. T h e ir  p u n ish m en t w ill be in 
p ro p ortion  to their  s in s  and the lig h t  
w h ic h  th e y  h ave rejected . Indeed, 
th e lo n g  ages o f  dark n ess, ign oran ce, 
d o u b t, and u n cer ta in ty  w h ic h  w ill 
s lo w ly  ro ll a w a y , w ill o f  i ts e lf  m ake  
th em  w retch ed  and m iserab le . H o w  
ted io u s and w ea r iso m e m ust have been  
th e co n d itio n  o f  the anted iluvian  spir­
its  to  rem ain the lo n g  period  o f  tw o  
th ou san d  years and upw ards w ith o u t  
a n y  ray  o f  h o p e , until J e su s  opened  
th e ir  p rison  d o o rs, b y  p reach in g  the

g o sp e l to  them  w h ile  h is  b o d y  w as  
s leep in g  in the tom b.

Q. W ill G od ’s k in g d o m  or C h u rch  
be again restored to  th e earth ?

A. It has a lready b een  restored.
Q. W hen  did th is restoration  take  

p la ce  ?
A. O n the s ix th  day  o f  A pril, in  

th e year e ig h teen  hundred and th irty .
Q. In w h at part o f  the earth w as  

th is  k in gd om  first organ ized  ?
A - In the to w n  o f  F a y e tte , Seneca  

c o u n ty , and S tate  o f  N e w  Y o r k .
Q. H o w  m any p erson s w ere  in c lu ­

ded in  the first organ ization  ?
A. O n ly  six .
Q. In w h a t m anner did the Lord  

p ro ceed  to  restore h is  C hurch  to  the  
earth ?

A. H e first sen t an h o ly  an gel to  a 
y o u n g  m an, nam ed J o se p h  Sm ith , and  
directed  h im  w h ere  to obtain the sa­
cred h is to r y  o f  th e an cien t n ation s  
o f  A m erica, and a lso  the Urim  and  
T h u m m im , and com m anded  him  to  
translate th ese  record s in to  the E n g ­
lish  lan gu age.

Q. W h at w as th e u se  o f  th is sacred  
h isto ry  ?

A. It conta ined  th e fu ln ess  o f  the  
g o s p e l, as J e su s  C h rist  h im s e lf  
preached  it to  th e  A b orig in es o f  
A m erica, so o n  after h is  resu rrection . 
E v ery  princip le and ord inance o f  the  
g o sp e l, in th is sacred b o o k , is so  e x ­
c eed in g ly  p lain , that it lea v es  no  u n ­
certa in ty  upon th e m ind , as it regards 
th e w a y  o f  sa lv a tio n .
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