All ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers on the earth, See Ye, when Ile
lifteth up an Ensign on the Mountains,.—Isaiah xviir, 3.
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THE PRE-EXISTENCE OF MAN.

1. Man in this life consists of a
bady ot flesh and bones quickened and
animated by a living intelligent spirit.
It has been supposed that spirit be.
ginsto exist within the mortal taberna-
cle while itis yet in embryo, and that
prior to the organization of the body,
the spirit had no existence. These
are the views of modern christendom.
We shall endeavor to prove that this
view of the subject is incorrect.

2. There is not anything unreason.
able in the pre-existence of spirits.
If spirits ecan exist after death in a
state of happiness or misery, is there
any reason, why they ean not exist
prior to the organization of the body ?
If they can think, and will, and move
after they leave the body, why can
they not exercise these functions be.
fore they take possession of the body ?
If the destruction of the body is not
the death of the spirit, then it must
be admitted that the spirit is in no

way dependant on the bedy for its ex- |

istence, and, therefore, it ean exist
prior to the body, as well as after it.
The disorganization of the body does
not deprive the spirit of life, neither
does the organization of the body
give to the spirit life : it possesses
life in itself. Life and intelligence are
not the result of organization, but they
are the cause ; and, therefore, they
must exist before the efteets can fol-
low. Our bodies are formed from
the dust of the earth, but are our spirits

made from the same materials? If
they were, then they would, at deatl,
return to dust; but as they are not
reduced to dust, like the bhody, they
must be formed of materials far su-
perior to those of the earth. Where
did those materials come from? They
came from God. Solomon, when
speaking upon the subject of death,
says, “ Then shall the dust return to
the earth as it was: and the spirit
shall RETURN unto God who gave
it (Eecles. 12: 7.)  According
to this passage, the spirit has, not an
earthly origin, but a heavenly one:
it came from God—it returns to God.
“ God who gave it,” also receives it
back into His preseunce.

3. Could the spirit return to God,
if it never were in His presence?
Could we return to a place where
we never were before? If] then, the
spirits of men existed with God, and
came from Him to animate mortal
bodies, they must either be created
in Heaven at the time the infint
tabernacles are being formed, or else
they existed before. If the spirit is
formed in Heaven at the time the
earthly house is being prepared for
its receptien, then God must have
been engaged in the work of crea-
ting spirits at the rate of ahout ten
millions per year, or about twenty spir.
its per minute, which is the average
number born into our world in the
same time. Now we read that God
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made all things, pertaining to our
earth in six days, and rested on the
seventh. Can we suppose, for one
moment, that God neglected the for.
-mation of spirits in the grand work
of creation? Can we suppose that
he has been engaged in creating hu.
man spirits for this earth, at the rate
of one every three seconds, ever since
He pronounced the Heavens and the
earth and all things therein finished
and very good? Such an idea is in-
consistant and unscriptural.

4. Again, would a good and wise
Being create spirits, and before they
had time to prove themselves by
obeying or disobeying His laws,
thrust them out of His presence,—
banish them from His glorious king-
dom,—shut them up in earthly taber.
nacles, hide His face from them, and
subject them to temptation, wretch-
edness, and misery? Now, if we
suppose that the spirit is formed in
Heaven, while the embryo tabernacle
is being formed upon the earth, then
it has no time to gain experience in
the presence of its Creator; it has
no time to act upon ils agency; it
has no time to ohey or disobey; but
as soon as it is formed, it is, accord-
ing to this supposition, banished into
dreary exile from the presence of its
Father, and from the glory of Heaven,
to linger out a life of sorrow in an
earthly tabernacle. Such a supposi-
tion is absurd, and at war with the
atributes of goodness, justice. and
niercy which appertain to the Deity.

5. Inasmuch as Scripture informs
us that the spirit of man existed with
God, and came from Him, and returns
to Him, it is reasonable to helieve
that its formation took place at a
period anterior to the organization of
the body. This period of pre.exis.
tence must have been sufficiently
long to have educated and instructed
the spirit in the laws and order of
government, pertaining to the spirit-
ual world ; to have rendered itself ap-
proved or disapproved by those laws ;
to have been tried in all points, ac.
cording to its capacities and know.
ledge, and the free agency which al-
ways accompanies and forms a part
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of the nature of intelligent beings;
in fine, the period of pre.existence
must have been sufficiently long to
have constituted a probationary state,
or the ¢ First Estate” wherein the
spirits are on trial, and may fall, and
be reserved in chains of darkness un-
to the judgment of the great day.

6. The pre.existence of man is a
doctrine which was believed by the
ancients. The disciples of Jesus,
when observing a man who had been
blind from his birth, put the follow-
ing question to their Master: ¢ Who
did sin, this man, or his parents, that
he was born blind?” (John 9: 2.)
It is evident, from the nature of this
question, that the disciples considered
it possible for a man 1o sin before he
was born; and that in consequence
of such sin, he might be * bora blind.”
This passage shows most clearly,
that the disciples, not only believed
in the pre-existence of man, but be-
lieved that he was an intelligent
agent, governed by laws which he
was capable of obeying or disobey-
ing, and that his sins in his former
state might be the cause of his being
born blind, and that his condition in
his present state was affected by his
acts in the former state. The Sav.
iour, in replying to this question, says,
¢ Neither hath this man sinned, nor
his parents: but that the works of
God should be made manifest in him.”
(verse 3.) Now, if the pre.existence
of man were not a true doctrine,
why did not our Saviour take this
opportunity to correct the ideas of
his disciples, by telling them that the
blind man could not sin before he
was born?  Why did he merely tell
them that his blindness was not the
effects of the sins of himselt or pa.
rents? Why did he still leave the
impression upon their minds that the
blind man had a pre.existence?

7. Jesus, himself, believed in pre-
existence : for he said, “I proceeded
forth and came from God; neither
came [ of myself, but he sent me.”
And, again, he said, ¢“Befoie Abra.-
ham was, [am.” (John 8: 42, 58.)
Jesus prays thus: “And now, O
Father, glorify thou me with thine
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own self with the glory which I had
with thee before the world was.”
(John 17: 5.) From these sayings,
we perceive that the spiritual body of !
Jesus existed ¢ bejore the world was.”

8. Having proved that the pre-ex-
tence of man is reasonable and scrip
tural, we shall next prove that this
pre-existence can be traced back to
a period before the foundation of
the world. The Lord asked a
question of Job in relation to
this matter: He inquires, “ Where
wast thou when I laid the foundations
of the earth? declare, if thou hast
understanding. Who laid the cor-
ner stone thereof, when the morning
stars sang together, and all the Sons
of God shouted for joy?’ (Job 38:
4,6,7.) If Job had no prior exis.
tence, he could have easily answered
the Lord’s first question. He could
have replied, that, when “the found.-
ations of the earth” were laid, I, Job,
did not exist. The very question im.
plies that Job was in existence at
the time of the organization of the
globe, but that he had not sufficient
understanding, as to the place where
he existed, to correcdy answer the
question put to him. Neither could
he remember, “ Who laid the cor.
ner stone thereof’;”” neither could he
recollect, the song of the morning
stars; neither could he call to mind,
the shout of joy which was uttered
by the vast assembly of “ ALL THE
SONS OF GOD.”

!
)

(

9. Jesus calls himself, ¢ The
bright and morning star.” (Rev.
22: 15.) And in another place, He

represents Himself, ¢ The Beginning
of the Creation of God.” (Rev. 3:
14.) Paul says, that Jesus “is the
image of the invisible God—the
FIRST BORN of every creature.”
(Col. 1: 15.) As Jesus is the First
Born Son of God, it is evident, that
all the other Sons of God wonld be
His younger brethren, begotten by
the same Father. Therefore, Paul
represents him as ‘““the First Born
among many brethren.”  (Romans
8: 29.) And in another place, he
says, ‘“ Both He that sanctifieth and
they who are sanctified, are all of
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Oune : for which cause He is not
ashamed to call them brethren.”
(Heb. 2: 11.) That the brethren,
here spoken of, are the sons of God,
begotten by the same Fathier that
Jesus was, is evident from another
saying of the Apostle, * We have had
fathers of our flesh which corrected
us, and we gave them reverence:
shall we not much rather be in sub.
jection unto the FATHER OF
SPIRITS, and live 7’ (Heb. 12: 9.)
Our earthly fathers are called, the
“ fathers of our flesh,” while God is
called, “ The Father of Spirits.”
Earthly fathers have no power to be-
get spirits ; they beget only the bodies
of flesh, or the tabernacles ; while our
Heaveuly Father begets the spirits,
or the living beings which come from
Him to inhabit the tabernacles.

10. *“The First Born’ of all this
great family of Spirits, holds, by vir.
tue of His birthright, a pre-eminence
in all things; hence it is written,
“When he bringeth in the First
Degotten into the world, He saith,
And let all the angels of God worship
Him.” (Heb. 1: 6.) The oldest
spirits or the I'irst Begotten hold the
keys of Salvation towards all the rest
of the family of spirits. ¢ The First
Born” Spirit is called «“ The Morning
Star,” becanse He was bhorn in the
morning of Creation, or in other
words, because He was “The Be-
ginning of the Creation of God.” His
younger brethren were called “morn.
ing stars,” hecause they were also
born in the morning of creation, be-
ing the next in succession in the
order of the spiritual creation.

11. “The Father of Spirits,” hav.
ing filledone of the celestial kingdoms
with his own Sons and Daughters—
the fruit of his own loins, gave com-
mandment unto His * First Born ” to
organize, out of the eternal elements,
another world. In obhedience to this
great commaundment, “ The First Be-
gotten,” accompanied by all His
younger brethren who had kept their
*“ First Estate,”” proceeded to lay
“the foundations of the earth,” and
““the corner stones thereof.” And
upon this grand occasion, ¢ The
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Morning Stars sang together.” The
Lord does not reveal to Job the sen-
timents contained in this song. It
was probably a song, composed by
one of the wisest poets in the vast
kingdom of spirits, there assembled.
It, no doubt, contained sentiments
suitable to the majesty, greatness, and
magnificence of the work which
they had commenced. The founda-
tions of a mighty world were being
laid—the corner stones were placed
in their appropriate position. Upon
these, or around these, as a central
nucleus, was to be erected a mag-
nificent globe, arrayed in all the gor-
geous splendor of celestial workman-
ship. Above, below, and around
these eternal elements, hovered thou.
sands of millions of the sons of God
which were the spirits of men. By
the spirit of prophecy, they looked
upon the vast field of unorganized
materials which lay stretched out al-
most to infinity in the boundless ocean
of space which surrounded them.
They saw that these materials were
to be formed and fashioned into a
ponderous globe, prepared and adorn.
ed for their future residence ; where
they shonld exist, and live, and move
in earthly tabernacles; where they
should sway the sceptre of dominion
over all the lower orders of creation;
where they should become fathers of
fleshly bodies, in like manner,as God
was the Father of their spirits. They
saw the fall, redemption, and eternal
exaltation of the souns of God, and
the glorification of the earth which
they were forming, which should he-
come their abiding place forever. In
the contemplation ot the magnificent
sceneries which rolled in awful gran.
deur hefore them, their bosoms
swelled with indescribable joy ; they
gave ulterance to their feelings in
rapturous strains of melodious music
which reverberated from world to
world, filling all the heavens with the

raises of God, while eternity itself
trembled with joy.

12. They not only had singing to
celebrate the beginning of the organi-
zation of this earth, but “all the sons
of God shouted for joy.” Who can
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contemplate this grand event without
heing almost overpowered with the
ideas of greatness and magnificence
which furce themselves upon the
mind? All the generations of men
that have ever lived, or that ever
will live upon the earth, were as-
sembled upon that occasion. They
were the sons of God: they were
the ones who shouted for joy. Their
united voices must have been, as the
voice of many waters, driven by fierce
tempests whose mountain waves,
rolling, plunging, dashing, break with
awful majesty upon the rocky bound
coast. A shout of joy, breaking forth
simultaneously from a vast world of
spirits, must have been as the rolling
of ten thousand thunders, reverbera-
ting from mountain to mountain, till
the whole earth trembles under the
power thereof.

13. There is something grand and
sublime in the contemplation of our
pre-existence. How wonderful and
interesting it is for us to know, that
the beings whom we call ourselves,
that now dwell in these earthly tab.
ernacles—existed thousands of years
ago—that we were present, when
the foundations of the earth were
laid—that we then sang and shouted
for joy—that we were engaged with
our oldest brothes, the First Born, in
organizing this world—that we dwelt
for ages in our Father’s presence in
a celestial or glorified world—that
we there heheld His face, and re-

joiced .in His glory—that we there

were instructed in the wisdom and
knowledge of God, till the intelligence
which radiated from our persons,
shone like the morning light.

14. Objections have been raised
against the pre.existence of man
upon the ground that we do not re-
member such existence, or any event
connected therewith. It istrue, we
do not remember any thing prior to
our present state, hut this does not
preve that we had no prior existence.
We do not remember our existence
or anything else, during the first six
maonths of our infancy, does this prove
that we did not exist during that time ?
No. If, then, we could exist six
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months, during our present state with-
out remembering it, we might, for
the same reason, have existed during
six thousand years prior to our pres-
ent state, and not remember it. Ex-.
istence is in no way dependant on
memory; therefore, memory has
nothing to do with the question of
our past slate.

15. When Jesus was born into our
world, his previous knowledge was
taken from Him: this was oceca-
sioned by His spiritual body being
compressed into a swmaller volume
than it originally occupied. In His
previous existence, His spirit, as the
Scriptures testify, was of the size and
form of man; when this spirit was
compressed, so as to be wholly en.
closed in an infant tabernacle, it had
a tendency to suspend the memory :
and the wisdom and knowledge, for.
merly enjoyed, were forgotten. ¢ In
His humiliation, His judgment was
taken away.” (Acts 8, 33.) To come
down from Heaven, from His Father’s
presence, where He had formerly
possessed judgment and understanding
sufficient to frame worlds, and to en.
ter into a mortal tabernacle, was
truly bumiliating. It was, indeed,
humiliating in the highest degree, to
be deprived of so great a knowledge.
Yet he humbled Himself, and con-
decended to descend below all things.
and to commence anew at the very
elements of knowledge : hence, one
of the evangelists says, “ Jesus in-
creased in wisdom and stature.”
(Luke 2, 52.) Now if Jesus had re-
tained His wisdom when He was
born into this world, it would not
have been said of Him that He * in-
creased in wisdom.” If the knowl.
edge which Jesus possessed in His
previonus state, were taken from Him,
when He enteredan infant tabernacle,
He could never regain that know-
ledge only by revelation. So it is
with man. VWhen he enters a hody
of flesh, his spirit is so compressed
and contracted in infancy that he for-
gets his former existence, and bas to
commence, as Jesus did, at the low.
est principles of knowledge, and as-
cend by degrees from one principle
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of intelligence to another. Thus he
regains his former knowledge ; and
by showing himself approved through
every degree of intelligence, he is
counted worthy to receive more and
more, until he is perfected and glori.
fied in truth, and made like his elder
brother, possessing all things.

16. If the spiritual body of Jesus,
and the spiritual bodies of all men,
existed before the foundation of the
world, as we have clearly shown, is
there any thing unreasonable in the
idea of the pre-existence of the
spiritual bodies of all the animal
creation ? There is not.  One class
of spirits may exist hefore they enter
their natural bodies, as well as
another. Did not the same God
who made the spirits of men, make
the spirits of bheasts also? Job says,
“ Ask now the beasts, and they shall
teach thee ; and the fowls of the air,
and they shall tell thee ; or speak to
the earth, and it shall teach thee:
and the fi-hes of the sea shall declare
unto thee. Who kunoweth not in all
these, that the hand of the Lord hath
wrought this? IN WHOSE HAND
IS THE SOUL OF EVERY LIV.
ING THING.” (Jub 12,7-10.) In
this quotation, we perceive that ¢ the
soul of every living thing " is in the
hand of the Lord: He is the Maker
and Preserver of the souls of beasts,
birds, and fishes, as well as of the
souls of men: hence, Moses, when
praying to the Lord, says: ** Let the
Lord, THE GOD OF THE
SPIRITS OF ALL FLESH, set a
man over the congregation.” (Num,
27; 16.) Thus we see that the
Lord is, not only the God of the
spirits of men, but He is “the God of
the spirits of all flesh.” _

17. That the spirits of all the
vegetables and animals were made
before their bodies is evident from
the history of creation as related in
the first and second chapters of Gen-
esis. In the first chapter, we have
the history of the creation of vegeta-
bles, fish, fowls, beasts, and man. In
the second chapter, we are told that
on the seventh day ¢ there was not
a man to till the ground;” and then
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a description is given of the forma-
tion of his natural body “out of the
ground.” In the first chapter, and
during the third day, the vegetables
and trees are formed; in the second
chapter, and on the seventh day, we
are told that the Lord “made every
plant of the field before it was in the
earth, and every herhb of the field
before it grew;” and then we are
informed that on the seventh day the
Lord planted a garden, that is, set
out the trees and herbs which he had
made on the third day, and caused
them to “grow out of the ground.”
In the first chapter, it is said, that the
fish, fowls, and beasts, were created
on the fifth and sixth days; in the
second chapter, these various animals
are formed “out of the ground” on
the seventh day, and * brought unto
Adam to see what he would call
them.” From this we learn, that the
natural bodies of animals were made
after the natural body of man. In
the work of the temporal creation
man seems to have been the first
flesh upon the earth, his natural body
being made even hefore the herbs
and trees were planted and grew out
of the ground. He was placed in
the garden of Eden, hefore the Lord
made the heasts and fowls, that is,
their natural bodies, and brought
them to him in order that he might
name them. The first chapter gives
a history of the creation of all things
spiritual ; the second chapter gives
the history of the creation of all
things temporal. In the order of
time, and in the suceession of events,
the spiritual creation of the Ileavens,
and earth, and all things contained
therein,—differs from the temporal
creation of the same. To suppose
that these two chapters only give the
history of the natural ereation, would
involve us in uunmerous difficulties,
when we endeavor to reconcile the
description given in the second chap-
ter with that given in the first. But
to receive themn as the descriptions
of two successive creations, the first
being spiritual, (as it truly was,) and
the second being temporal, all diffi-
culties and discrepancies in the two
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different deseriptions vanish away,
and a flood of light bursts upon the
mind.

18. JoseErit Syrrtm, the great pro-
phet of the last dispensation, heing
commanded of God to translate the
Bible Ly the inspiration of the Holy
Ghost,—commenced the great work
in the month of June, 1830. In this
inspired translation, the distinction
between the spiritual and temporal
creation, is clearly manifest. After
describing the six days of labor, God
informs us, that he ended His work
on the seventh day, and rested there.
in, and sanetified it. He then teaches
us, “that these are the generations of
the Heaven and of the Earth, when
they were created, in the day that I,
the Lord God, made the Heaven and
the Earth, and every plant of the field
before it was in the earth, and every
herh of the field before it grew. For
I, the Lord God, created all things,
of whieh I have spoken, spiritually
before they were naturally upon the
face of the earth. And I, the Lord
God, had created all the children of
men ; and not yet a man to till the
ground, for in Heaven created I them ;
and there was not yet flesh upon the
earth; neither in the water, neither
in the air; but I, the Lord God, spake,
and there went up a mist from the
earth, and watered the whole face of
the ground. And I, the Lord God,
formed man from the dust of the
the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living soul, the first flesh
upon the earth, the first man also;
nevertheless, all things were before
created ; but spiritually, were they
created and made according to my
word. Aund I, the Lord God, planted
a garden eastward in Eden, and there
[ put the man whom I had formed.
And out of the ground I, the Lord
God, made to grow naturally, every
tree that is pleasant to the sight of

man ; and man could behold it. And
they became also a living soul. Tt

was spiritual in the day that I ereat-
ed it; for it remaineth in the sphere
which I, God, created it in, yea, even
all things which I prepared for the
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use of man; and man saw that it
was good for food. And I, the Lord
God, placed the tree of life also in
the midst of the garden, and also
the tree of knowledge of good and
evil.”? * * F ¥« Andout of
the ground I, the Lord God, formed
every heast of the field, and every
fowl of the air; and commanded that
they should be bhrenght unto Adam,
to see what he would call them: and
they were also living souls, and n'
was breathed into them the breath of
life.” (Gen, 2nd chap. Inspired
Translation, by Joserir Sxirn, the
prophet.) Here we learn, that every
vegetable and animal, as well as
man, was first created spiritually, in
Heaven, and afterwards made natn.
rally upon the earth. 'T'he succession
of events in the spiritual creation
was different from that in the natural
creation ; hence, arises the two dit*
ferent descriptions.

19. Heaven is the world where all
the spirits, destined for this creation,
had their origin: It is a world, con-
cletmcr of a (neat \anet_y ofmate:m]:
of a S.ml]d.l nature to those which
enter into the constitution of our
world, The difference hetween our
world and a Heavenly one, consists,
not in the diversiiy of the elements,
for they are the same, but in the dift
ference of the organization of these
elements. In our world, the ele-
ments, at the present time, are so or-
ganized, that continual changes are
taking place of such a nature as to
produce death andthe dissolution of all
organized substances. In a Heaven.
ly world, the same elements are so
combined that eternal duration
stamped upon every organization.
The spiritual substances, connected
with our world, are not permanently
combined with the other elements;
while in a Heavenly werld, so far as
these two classes of elements are
combined, their union is immonrtal or
eternal. A Heavenly world has
once bheen in the same condition as
our world, but its temporal organiza.
tion has been dissolved, and the same
elements have been reorganized after
the pattern of the Heavenly order: it

1
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is thus changed from a temporzl to
an eternal state. In its temporal
condition, it is terrestrial; in its
eternal condition, it is celestial. Un-
cer the former, death usurps domin-
ion, and spreads devastation and ruin
throughout the whole organization :
under the latter, eternal hfe reigns
triumphant forevermore.  In the one
condition, it is a fallen world ; in the
other, it is a redeemed world. In
the first state, it is a non-luminous
body, horrowing its light from those
of a higher order; in the second, it
is a luminous body, radiating light
upon the surrounding worlds. When
a fallen world, it is inhabited by fallen
beings; when a redeemed world, it
is inhabited by celestial beings, re-
deemed from the grave, and glorified,
and made like unto the God who
created and redeemed them, whose
sons they are, and henceforth they
are Gods, ordained to do the works
appertaining to Gods; and as their

' Father God has done hefore them,

so will they do. Heaven, then, is a
redeemed glorified world, inhabited
by the Gods, and by their sons and
dau"htels, who are the fruits of their
own loins.

20. The Gods who dwell in the
Heaven from which our spirits came,
are heings who have heen redeemed
from the | grave in a world which ex-
isted before the foundations of this
earth sere laid. They and the
Heavenly body which they now in-
habit were once in a fallen state.
Their terrestrial world was redeemed,
and glorified, and made a Heaven:
their tervrestrial bodies, after suffering
death, were redeemed, and glorified,
and made Gods. And thns, as their
world was exalted from a temporal
to an eternal state, they were exalted
also, from fallen men to Celestial
Gods to inhabit their Heaven forever
and ever,

21. These Gods, heing redeemed
the grave with their wives;
are immortal and eternal, and will
die no more. But they and their
wives will be supremely happy. All
the endearing ties of conjugal love
which exxsted in their bosoms, when
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terrestrial and fallen beings, are now
greatly increased and perfecied which
serve to swell their souls with feel-
ings of rapturous delight, and un-
bounded love towards each other,
and with joys that are eveilasting.
How beautiful—how interesting—
how inexpressibly lovely will they
appear in each others eyes! Full of
virtue and goodness, knowledge and
intelligence, affeetion and love,
they shine forth in all the brilliancy
and glory of these Godlike attributes,
inspiring each other, and all Heaven,
with a fulness of Eternal joys.

22. All these Gods are equal in
power, in g]my, in dominion, and in
the possession of all things; each
possesses a fulness of truth, of knowl-
edge, of wisdom, of Iight, of intelli.
genee; each governs himself in all
things by his own attributes, and is
filled with love, goodness, merey, and
Justice towards all.  The fulness of
all these attributes is what constitutes
God. “God is Light” ¢“God is
Love.” ¢Godis Truth.” The Gods
are one in the qualities and attributes.
Truth is not a plurality of truths, be.
cause it dwells in a plurality of per.
sons, but it is one truth, indivisible,
though it dwells in millions of per.
sons. Each person is called God,
not because of his substance, neither
heeause of the shape and size of the
substanee, but because of the quali-
ties which dwell in the substance.
Persons are only tabernacles or tem-
ples, and TRUTH is the God, that
dwells in them. If the fulness of
truth, dwells in numberless millions
of persons, then the same one indi-
visible God dwells in them all. As
truth ean dwell in all worlds at the
same instant; therefore, God who is
truth can be in all worlds at the same
instant. A temple of immortal flesh,
and bones, and spirit, ean only e in
one place at a time, but truth, which

 edge, truth, goodness,
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is God, can dwell in a countless num-
ber of such temples in the same o~
ment. When we worship tle Father,
we do not merely worship His per-
son, but we worship the truth which
dwells in His person. When we
worship the Son, we do not merely
worship His body, but we worship
truth whieh resides in Him. So,
likewise, when we worship the Holy

— | Ghost, it is not the substanee whieh

we alone worship, but truth whieh
dwells in that substance. Take away
truth from either of these beings, and
their persons or substance would not
he the objeet of worship. It istruth,
light, and love that we worship and
adore ; these are the same in all
worlds ; and as these constitute God,
He is the same in all worlds; and
hence, the inhabitants of all worlds
are required to worship and adore the
same God. DBeecause God dwells in
many temples, He frequently speaks to
us, as though there were many Gods :
this is true when reference is made
to the number of His dwelling places;
but it is not true, and cannot be true,
in any other sense. Therefore, in
all our future statements ard reason-
ings, when we speak of a plurality of
Guds, let it be distinctly understood,
that we have reference alone to a
plurality of temples wherein the same
truth or God dwe]ls. And also when
we speak of ounly one God, and state
that He is eternal, without beginning
or end, and that He is in all worlds
at the same instant, let it be distinetly
remembered, that we have no refer.
ence to any particular person or sub.
stance, but to truth dwelling in a vast
variety of substances.  Wherever
you find a fulness of wisdom, knowl.
love, and such
like qualities, there you find God in
all His glovy, power, and majesty,
therefore, if you worship these adora-
ble perfections you worship Ged.

(To be continueed.). -
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CELESTIAL MARRIAGE.
(Continued.)
The first great commandment|being, capahble of eternal happiness

which God gave unto mankind, as
recorded in the scriptures, was, to
“ Be fruitful, and multiply, and re-
plenish the earth.” (Gen. 1: 28.)
The principal object was to people
this creation with myriads of intelli-
gent moral beings, after His own im.
age aud likeness, endowed with God-
like capacities, and capable of pro-
gressing in the grand scale of know-
ledge and happiness, until they should
receive a fulness, and hecome like
God, and be glorified in I1im. and He
in them, that they might be one in
glory, and in power, and in dominion.
Herein is God glorified, because
there are millions of beings who
eventually become like Htmself, with
whom He can associate, and who
are capable of understanding and ap-
preciating all the fulness of His
glorious attributes, and of acting with
Him in the most perfect harmony in
all the magnificent woiks of Creation.
Herein are the dominions of the Al-
mighty enlarged, by the accession of
new worlds, peopled with beings in
His own form and of His own order.
And herein joy, and gladness, and
happiness, reign in the bosom of the
great Creator, in all their fulness and
perfection, because He exercises His
infinite goodness in the formation of
numberless worlds, peopled with be-
ings upon whom, if obedient, He be-
stows all the fulness of His own great
perfections.

If, then, the multiplication of human
beings adds to the dominions of the
Almighty, glorifies His name, and
gives Him an opportunity of display-
ing His infinite goodness, it is rea-
sunable to suppose that He would
give laws unto mankind, regulating
them upon so important a subject—a
subject franght with consequences
that are eternal. ‘Think, for one
moment, of the great responsibilities,
resting upon the father and mother
of an infant child: they have been
instruments, in giving existence to a

or of eternal misery ; they lhave been
entrusted with the protection and in-
struction of a heing in the image and
and likeness of God who, by proper
training, may soar aloft in wisdom,
and knowledge, and power, and God-
like majesty to the realms of immor-
tality and everlasting light ; they have
been entrusted with a treasure in.
finitely more valuable than all the
riches and honors of this world—a
treasure which, by their mismanage-
ment may be lost—eternally losti—a
treasure for which they are account-
able in the great judgment of quick
and dead. O, how great will he the
glory and happiness of that man and
woman who have obeyed that great
first commandment to * Multiply,”
and have trained up themselves and
their children unto life and immor-
tality ! On the other band, what
wretchedness and misery, will be in-
flicted upon those who have been in.
struments of unlawful connections,
whose illegitimate children will re.
main as a standing curse, hoth in
time and in eternity, to testify loudly
of the unvirtuous associations of their
guilty parents! O, how fearful the
responsibilities, resting upon mankind
in regard to this momentous subject !

It is because of the infinitely im-
portant consequences, involved in the
multiplication of the human species,
that God has regulated the same by
the strictest kind of laws. He has
not permitted an indiscriminate inter-
course between the sexes, as among
the dumb brutes; but He has ordain-
ed Marriage as the only justifiable
means through which the sexes can
legally ““multiply and replenish the
earth,” All connections out of the
marriage covenant, are unlawful in
the sight of God; and all who are
guilty of such crimes will be severely
punished for the same. In auncient
times persons committing adulteries,
fornications, and unvirtuous connec-
tions, were punished with death, ac.
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cording to the law
reads as follows :

“If a man be found lying with a
woman married to an husband, then
they shall both die, both the man that
lay with the woman, and the woman :
so shaltthou put awayevil from Israel.
If a damsel that is a virgin be be.
trothed unto an husbhand, and a man
find her in the city, and lie with her;
then ye shall hring them hoth out un.
to the gate of that city, and ye shall
stone them with stones that they die;
the damsel, because she cried not,
being in the city; and the man, be-
cause he hath humbled his neigh.
bour’s wife : so shalt thou pnt away
evil from among you. But if a man
find a betrothed damsel in the field,
and the man force her, and lie with
her: then the man only that lay with
her shall die.” (Deuteronomy, 22:
22, 25,

The great abhorence which the
Lord manifested towards all nnvir.
tuous connections, may be clearly
seen from the following :

“If any man take a wife, and go
in unto her, and hate her, and give
occasions of speech against her, and
bring up an evil name upon her, and
say, I took this woman, and when [
came to her, I found her not a maid.”
And, “if this thing be true, and the
tokens of virginity be not found
for the damsel : then they shall bring
out the damsel to the door of her
father’s house, and the men of her
city shall stone her with stones that
she die ; because she hath wrought
folly in Israel, to play the whore in
her father’s house : so shalt thou put
evil away from among you.” (Deut.
22: 13, 14, 20, 21.

It was pleasing to the Lord to have
such wicked characters put to death.
Phinehas, the grandson of Aaron, was
greatly blessed of the Lord, for put.
ting to death a man and woman who
were guilty of unlawful connections:
we give the history of this event in
the words of seripture.

“And, behold, one of the children
of Israel came and brought unto his
brethren a Midianitish woman in the
sight of Moses, and in the sight of

of God, which
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all the congregation of ihe children
of Israel, who were weeping before
the door of the tai,ernacle of the con-
gregalion. Aud when Phinehas, the
son of Eleazer, the son of Aaron, the
priest, saw it, he rose up from among
the congregation and took a javelin in
his hand ; and he wentafter the man
of Israel into the tent, and thrust both
of them through. * * * Sothe plague
was.stayed from the ehildren of Israel.
And those that died in the plague
were twenty and four thousand.  And
the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,
Phinehas, the son of Eleazer, the son
of Aaron, the priest, hath turned my
wrath away from the children of [srael
while he was zealous fir my sake
among them, that [ consumed not the
children of Israel in my jealousy.
Wherefore, say, behold, T give unto
him my covenant of peace: and he
shall have it, and his seed after him,
even the covenant of an everlasting
priesthood; because he was zealous
for his God, and made an atonement
for the children of Israel.” (Num-
bers, 25: 6—13)

Why was the Lord so displeased
with the sexes that he would punish
them with death for unvirtuous eon-
duct? It was, because He had or-
dained marriage as the only Jawful
way of multiplying the human race.
The direful effects which follow un.
virtuous associations, can easily be
perceived, even though there were no
law of Godagainst suehevils. First,
illegitimate children are thrown upon
the world without any lawful protector
to look after their temporal welfare.
Secondly, these children have not the
moral advantages, which should be
derived from the teachings and ex-
amples of lawful parents, and, conse-
quently, are in greaterdangerof losing
their eternal salvation. And lastly,
an indiscriminate intercourse between
the sexes would break up all family
assoeiations, and destroy the harmony
and peace, enjoyed in the domestic
etrcle ; fathers would not know their
own children, and children could not,
with confidence, say who were their
fathers: such an order of things would
be deplorable, and would strike a
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deadly Dlow at the foundation of all
domestic  happiness.  Many other
dreadf1l consequences might also bhe
named, as the resull of licentiousness,
such as jealousies, want of confidence,
loathsomne diseases transferred to pos.
terity, all of which evils are abhorent
to the feelings of every good man.
It is for this reason, that God has en-
acted strict laws in regard to all these
crimes. Itis for this reason, that He
punishes with such heavy penalties
those who violate these sacred laws.

Adulterers, and unvirtuous persons
were not only to be punished tempo-
rally, but also spiritually, after this
life. Ilence, the Lord says, *“ The
fearful, and unbelieving, and the
abominable,and murderers and whore.-
mongers, and sorcerers, and idolators,
and all liars, shall have their part in
the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone : which is the second
death.” (Rev. 21:8.) DPunishment
by a temporal death is not sufficient
to satisfy the demaunds of justice: they
must suffer the penalties of the se-
ond death also.

The same strictness against all
unvirtuous conduct is taught in the
book of Mormon, as may be seen
from the following quotaticns:

“ 0 the wise, and the learned, and
the rich, that are putled up in the
pride of their hearts, and all those
who preach false doctrines, and uall
those who commit whoredoms, and per-
vert the right way of the Lord; wo,
wo, wo be unto them, saith the Lord
God Almighty, for they shall be thrust
down to hell.” (2 Nephi 12: 2.)

The prophet Alma, in speaking to
his son on this same subject, says,
“Know ye not, my son, that these
things are an abomination in the
sight of the Lord; yea, must abomi-
nable above all sins, save it be the
shedding of innocent blood, or deny-
ing the Ho]y Ghost.” (Alma 19: 1.)

In another place, the Lord says to
the ancient inhabitants of America,
as follows:

“I, the Lord God, delight in the
chastity of women. And whoredoms
are an abomination before me ; thus

saith the Lord of Hosts. Wherefore,
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this people shall keep my command-
ments, saith the Lord of Hosts, or
cursed be the laund for their sakes,
For if 1 will, saith the Lord of Hosts,
raise up seed unto me, 1 will com-
mand my people; otherwise, they
shall hearken unto these things.
For behold, I, the Lord, have seen
the sorrow, and heard the mourning
of the daughters of my people in the
land of Jerusalem; yea, and in all
the lands of my people hecause of
the wickedness and abominations of
their husbands. And I will not suffer,
saith the Lord of Hosts, that the cries
of the fair daughters of this people,
which I have led out of the land of
Jerusalem, shall come up unto me,
against the men of my people, saith
the Lord of Hosts; for they shall not
lead away captive the daughters of
my people, because of their tender-
ness, save [ shall visit them with a
sore curse, even unto destruction :
for they shall not commit whoredoms,
like unto them of old, saith the Lord
of Hosts.” (Book of Jacob, 2: 6)

When Jesus appeared unto the an-
cient Nephites, in the northern part
of what we call South America, He
taught them, concerning adultery in
these words:

“ Behold, it is written by them of
old time, that thou shalt not commit
adultery; but I say unto you, that
whosoever looketh on a woman, to
lust after her, hath committed adultery
already iu his heart. Behold, 1 give
unto you a commandment, that ye
suffer none of these things to enter
into your heart; for it is better that
ye should deny yourselves of these
things, wherein ye will take up your
cross, than that ye should be cast into
hell.” (Book of Nephi, page 460,
chap. 5: 10.)

T'he same doctrine is taught in the
revelations and commandments, given
through Joseph, the Seer, unto this
church. In Febroary, 1831, the
Lord spake thus:

“'Thou shalt love thy wife with all
thy heart, and shalt cleave unto her
and none else; and he that looketh
upon a woman to lust after her, shall
deny the faith, and shall not have the



28 CELESTIAL
Spirit, and if he repents not, he shall
be cast out.  Thou shalt not commit
adultery ; and he that committeth adul-
tery and repenteth not, shall be cast
out ; but he that has committed adul-
tery and repents with all Lis heart,
and forsaketh it, and doeth it no more,
thou shalt forgive ; but if he doeth it
again, he shall not be forgiven, but
shall be cast out.” (Book of Cove.
nants, sec. 13, par. 7.)

“And if any man or woman shall
commit adultery, he or she shall be
tried before two elders of the church
or more, and every word shall be es.
tablished against him or ber by two
witnesses of the church, and not of
the enemy; but if there are more
than two witnesses it is better. But
he or she shall be condemned by the
mouth of two witnesses, and the eld-
ers shall lay the case hefore the
church, and the church shall lift up
their hands against him or her, that
they may be dealt with according to
the law of God. And if it can be, it
is necessary that the bishop is pre.
sent also. And thus ye shall do in
all cases which shall come before
you.”  (Sec. 13, par. 22.)

The saints are prohibited, by reve.
lation, to receive certain persons into
the church. The Lord says:

“Behold, verily I say unto you,
that whatever persons among you,
having put away their companions
for the cause of fornication, or in
other words, if they shall testify be.
fore you in all lowliness of heart that
this is the case, ye shall not cast
them out from among you; but if ye
shall find that any persons have Jefi
their companions for the sake of adul-
tery, and they themselves are the
offenders, and their companions are
living, they shall be cast out from
among you. And again I say unto
you, that ye shall be watchful and
careful, with all inquiry, that ye re-
ceive none such among you, if they
are married; and if they are not
married, they shall repent of all
their sins, or ye shall not receive
them.” (Sec. 13, par. 20.)

And again, the word of the Lord
came unto Joseph, the Seer, in Au.
gust, 1831, saying :
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“'There were among you adulter-
ers and adulteresses; some of whom
have turned away from you, and others
remain with you, that hereafier shall
be revealed. Let such heware and
repent speedily, lest judgments shall
come upon them as a snare, and their
folly shall be made manifest, and their
works shall follow them in the eyes
of the people. And, verily, I say
unto you, as [ have said hefore, he
that looketh on a woman to lust after
her, or if any shall commit adultery
in their hearts, they shall not have
the Spirit, but shall deny the faith,
and shall fear: wherefore, I, the
Lord, have said that the fearful, and
the unbelieving, and all liars, and
whosoever loveth and maketh a lie,
and the whoremonger, and the sor.
cerer, shall have their part in that
lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death.
Verily 1 say, that they shall not have
part in the first resurrection. And,
now, behold, I, the Lord, say unto
you, that ye are not justified, because
these things are among you ; never-
theless, he that endureth in faith, and
doeth my will, the same shall over.
come, and shall receive an inheri-
tance upon the earth, when the day
of transfiguration shall come.” (Sec.
20, par. 4, 5, 6.)

In all these quotations from ancient
and modern revelations, every one
can see the dread{ul consequences,
arising from the least indulgence of
these sinful lusts. Those persons
who suffer unvirtuous thoughts to
come into their hearts, and cherish
them there for one moment will find
themselves under condemnation ; they
have broken the law of God; they
have become defiled by their wicked
thoughts, and unless they repent, the
Spirit will depart from them; for the
Holy Ghost dwelleth not in unholy
temples, and they will be left in dark-
ness, and their faith will die away,
and they will be filled with fear, and
finally he cast down to hell.

The Latter-Day Saints are under
greater obligations than any other
people on the whole earth, to keep
themselves pure and virtuous before
the Lord—to refrain from adulteries,
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fornications, licentiousness, all unlaw.
ful connections, all uncleanness, all
fleshly lusts, all unvirtuous and unholy
desires, and from all lustful thoughts
and carnal aflections; for we have
been faithfully warned, again and
again, by the voice of that great pro.
phet and revelator, Joseph Smith ;

we have been warned by the voice |

of inspiration—by the voice of an.
gels—by the voice of the ancient
prophets of America, speaking as it
were from the dead through the me.
dium of their ancient records—we
have been warned by the voice of
God, threatening us with destruction.
and with the miseries of the second
death, if we do not keep ourselves
entirely free and pure from all these
sinful sou!.destroying lusts. If we
reject so great warnings, and sin
against so great light, how can we
obtain forgiveness, or escape the
damnation of hell? The Lord onr
God is a holy and just God—faithful
and true in all His words, and will
in nowise vary from that which He
hath said ; for judgment goeth before
His face, and justice and righteous.
ness is the habitation of His throne!
O ye Saints of the last days, do you
realize the fearful—the infinitely im.
portant—the eternal responsibilities
which rest upon you, to watch over
yourselves, your children, and all
who are placed under your eharge?
Do you reahize that your condemna.-
tion and punishment will be in pro.
portion to the light and knowledge
against which you sin 7 If you fully
understand and appreciate the warn-
ings which you have received, happy
are you, if you give heed and obey
tbe voice of the Lord your God, tor
great shall be your reward, and eter.
nal shall be your glory. Butif any
among you harden their hearts, and
yield themselves unto the wicked
lusts of their flesh, and suffer them.
selves to be defiled by cherishing in
their minds unvirtuous thoughts and
unholy desires, they shall speedily
be visited by sore judgments, and
their names shall be blotted out from
under heaven, and they shall De
thrust down to hell, where there is
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weeping, and wailing, and gnashing
of teeth.

From the foregoing quotations and
remarks, it will be seen, that the
Latter Day Saints have stricter no-
tions of virtue, and consider them-
selves under greater obligations to
refrain, not only from unvirtnous acts,
but from unvirtuous thoughts, than
any other people under Heaven.
Butdo the Saiuts actually demonstrate
hy their practices, that they believe
what the Lord has taught them upon

these subjects? Do they practice
virtue, as well as deliver the precepts
thereof? We answer, let the prac.
tices of the thiny thousand Saints in
Utah, speak ; let strangers who have
travelled through our flourishing ter-
ritory, declare ; let the records of the
courts of justice bear witness; let
the injured females, if there be any,
whose character and reputation have
been destroyed by the vile seducer,
publish their wrongs; letillegitimate
children, if Utah affords thein, come
forth as a public monument of our
disgrace ; if a house of ill-fame can
be found throughout the length and
breadth of our territory, then let the
Saints hide their faces in shame, and
the sons and danghters of Utah blush
before the Heavens; if an adulterer
or seducer of female virtue, can be
found in all that Jand, then let the eld-
ers be clad in sackcloth, and the Saints
put on the garments of mourning, and
weep hefore the Lord, day and night,
until the evil e taken from their midst.

But have not some of the Saints
in Utah more wives than one? Yes:
and they take good care of them too;
and teach them and their children the
great prineiples of virtue and holiness
by example as well as by precept.
But is it not sinful, for a man to have
more than one wife living at the same
time ? If it is, the Bible has not told
us of it.  But is it not contrary to the
christian religion ?  If it is, the chris-
tian religion has not revealed it as an
evil. Butdo you not really think that
it is contrary to the will of God for a
man, in these days, to take a plurality
of wives? Yes. unless God shall

give them to him by a revelation

!
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through a holy prophet. Is it not
contrary to the Constitution and laws
of the United States for the the cit-
izens of Utah to practicethe plural.
ity of wives? No; neither the Con.
stitution nor the laws of the United
States, have said anything on the sub.
ject of marriage or domestic relations
- But is it not contrary to the laws of
the Territory? No; the Legislature
of that Territory do not feel disposed
to debar her citizens of any blessings
or privileges, enjoyed under the san.
ction of the Almighty, by holy pro-
phets and patriarchs of old.

Do you believe that the Book of
Mormon is a divine revelation 7 We
do. Does that book teach the doc-
trime of plurality of wives? It does
not. Does the Lord in that bhook for.
bid the plurality doctrine 7 He forbid
the ancient Nephites to have any
more than one wife. What does the
Book of Mormon say on this subject?
It says, as follows, *Thus saith the
Lovd, I have led this people forth out
of the land of Jerusalem by the power
of mine arm, that [ might raise up
unto me a righteous branch from the
fiuit of the loins of Joseph. Wherefore,
I, the Lord God, will not suffer that
this people shall do like unto them of
old. Wherefore, my brethren, hear
me, and hearken to the word of the
Lord; for there shall not any man
among you have save it be oue wile ;
and concubines he shall have none.”
(Bouk of Jacob, 2: 6.) Why were
the ancient Nephites restricted to the
one wife system? Because, first, the
number of males and females among
them, at the time the command was
given, was about equal. Secondly,
there was no probability that judg.
ments, wars, or any other calamities
which were to befall their nution,
would produce a disproportionate
number of males and females. Third.
ly, this small remnant of the tribe of
Joseph were, at that time, about
equally righteous ; and one was ahout
as capable of raising up a family in
righteousness as another. And last.
ly, the Lord, Himself, infornis them,
in the same connection with the quo-
tation which I have just made, that if

Y
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He would have them practice differ-
ently from what He had previously
taught them, it must be by his com.
mand. It reads as follows: * For if
I will, saith the Lord of Hosts, raise
up seed unto me, I will command my
people ; otherwise, they shall hearken
unto these things.” Thus we see,
that a man among the Nephites, by
the law of God, had no right to take
more than one wife, unless the Lord
should command for the purpose of
raising up seed unto Himself. With-
out such a command, they were strict-

ly limited to the one wife doctrine :
“otherwise,” saxs the Lord, “they shall
hearken unto these things;” that is,
without an express command, they
shouldhearkentothelaw,limitingthem
to one wife. So it is in this church
of Latter Day Saiuts, every man is
strictly limited to one wife, unless the
Lord, through the President and Pro-
phet of the Church, gives a revela-
tion permitting him to take more.
Without such a revelation it weuld
be sinful, according to the Book of
Mormon, which this church are re-
quired to obey. Hence, the Book of
Mormon is somewhat more strict than
the Bible; for there is nothing in the
Bible that limits mankind to one
wife, but the Book of Mormon does
absolutely forbid a man to have more
than one wife, unless God shall com-
mand otherwise.

Now in the early rise of this church,
the Lord gave no command unto any
of His servants authorizing them to
take more than one wife, but on the
contrary, said unto them that they
should give heed to that which was
written in the bhook of Mormon;
therefore, they were under the strict-
est obligations to confine themselves
to one wife, until a commandment
came to the contrary, which the
Lord did not see proper to give unto
any of them, until about thirteen
years after the first organization of
the church. 'The church, therefore,
are still restricted, hy the severest
penalties, to one wife, according to
the Book of Mormon, unless in indi-.
vidual cases where the Lord shall,

by revelation, direct otherwise.



CELESTIAL

No man in Utah, who already has
a wife, and who may desire to obtain
another, has any right to make any
propositions of marriage to a lady,
until he has cunsuited the President
over the whole church, and throngh
him, obtains a revelation from God,
as to whether it would be pleasing
in His sight. If he is forbidden by
revelation, that ends the matter: if]
by revelation, the privelege is grant.
ed, he still has no right to consult
the feelings of the young lady, until
he has obtained the approbation of her
her parents, provided they are living
in Utah; if their consent cannot be
obtained, this also ends the matter.
But it the parents or guardians freely
give their consent, then he may make

PI‘OPOSHIOHS ofmm‘rmgc to the young"
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the bride stands on her left. The
President, then, puts this question
to the wife: “Are you willing to
give this woman to your hushand to
be his lawful and wedded wife for
time and for all eternity 7 If you are,
you will manifest it by placiag her
right hand within the right hand of
your husband.” The right hands of,
the bridegroom and bride, being thus
joined, the wife takes her hushand by
the left arm, as if in the attitude of
walking : the President, then, pro-
ceeds to ask the following question
of the man: Do you brother, (calling
him by name,) take sister, (calling the
bride by her name,) by the right hand
to reccive her unto )ouxaelf' to be
your lawful and wedded wife, and
you to be her lawful and wedded hus-

lady ; if she refuse these propositions, band for time and for all eternity,
this also ends the matter; but if she ' with a covenant and prom:se, on your
accept, a day is generally set apart. part, that you will fuldl all the laws,

by the parties for the marriage cere-
mony to be celebrated. It is neces-
sary to state, that before any man
takes the least step towards getting
another wite, it is his duty to (,oncu]t
the feelings of the wife which
ready has, and obtain her consent, as

"rites, and ordmances, pertaining to
this holy matrimony, in the new and
everlasting covenant, doing this in
the presence of God, angels, and
these witnesses of your own free will
d choice ?”” The hridegroom an.

swers, yes. The DPresident, then,

recorded in the 2ith paragraph of puts the question to the bride: ¢ Do

the revelation, published in the first
No. of *'The Seer.”

When the day set apart for the
solemnization of the marriage cere-
mony has arrived, the hridegroom,
and his wife, and also the bride, to-
getner with their relatives, and such
other guests as may be invited, as-
semble at the place which they have
appointed. The scribe then proceeds
to take the names, ages, native towns,
coulnties, States, and countries of the
parties to he married, which he carve-
tully enters on record. 'The Presi.
dent, who is the Prophet, Seer, and
Revelator over the whole church
throughoat the world, and who alone
holds the keys of authority in this
solemn ordinance, (as recorded in the
2d and 5th paragraphs of the Reve-
lation on Marriage,)—calls upon the
hridegroom, and his wife, and the
brid~ to arise, which they do, fronting
the President. The wife stands on
the left hand of her husband, while

you, sister, (calling her by name,)
take brother, (calling him by name,)
by the right hand, and give yourself
to him, to be his lawful and wedded
wife for time and for all eternity with
a covenant and proinise, on your part,
that you will fulfil all the laws, rites,
and ordinances, pertaining to this
holy matrimony, in the new and
everlasting covenant, doing this in
the presence of God, angels, and
these witnesses of your own free will
and choice 7 The bride answers,
yes. The President then says, “In
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and by the authority of the Holy
i riesthood, I pronounce you legally
and lawfully husband and wife for
time and for all eternity ; and I seal
upon you the blessings of the holy
resurrection, with power to come
forth in the morning of the first re.
surrection, clothed with glory, immor-
tality, and eternal lives; and I seal
upon you the blessings of thrones,
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and dominions, and principalities, and
powers, and exaltations, together with
the blessings of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, and say unto you bhe fruitful,
and multiply, and replenish the earth,
that you may have joy and rejoicing
in your posterity in the day of the
Lord Jesus. All these blessings, to.
gether with all other Dblessings per-
taining to the new and everlasting
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covenanf, I seal upon your heads,

through your faithfulness unto the
end, by the authority of the Holy
Priesthood, in the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the Sou, and of the Holy
Ghost, Amen-” 'The scribe, then,
enters on :he general record, the date
and place of the marriage, together
with the names of two or three wit-
nesses who were present.

(To be continued.)
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