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VOL. XXIII
MODERN DOUBT AND METHODISM

*
A Sermon delivered by II. W. Thomas, I). I)., 

at the Centenary Methodist Church, 
Chicago. '

The following Is the text of the sermon:
It tblno heart right, at my heart la with tby 

bc*rt?  .... If It be, give methlne hand/-- 
it gixos: x, 15. \

The advent of the Baconian, or the Indu<Ss 
tlve, method of "philosophy was the begin
ning of a now era in human thought. Before 
that the deductivo method had been largely' 
used. There had been thinking from with- 
ln*-had  been formuJiUhig laws of thought 
and principle withinAhehRoyn minds—and 
from those had been ¿raveling on to concJu—- 
etons. Ix>rd Bacon ltAj the way In anertier 
direction—that of beginning on the outáWe, 
or by observing facte, and then from these 
facte forming conclusions. This method 
would naturally lead to a wide*  opening of 
the eyou and a closer study of things. This 
closer observation of things led to the dis
covery that many supposed facte were not 
well founded; and this again has led to 

■a still closer looking Into other facts. And’ 
thus it is, that, in our time, every tiling has 
been as far as possiblo taken out of the 
realm of .mysticism and authority, and of 
simple assent, and subjected to the severest 
('Ossible scrutiny. Tills- practical mothod 
ias not stopped short of the whole field of 

religious theories, and seems Intent indoIng 
here what it has sought to do in everything, 
else—that is,’rule out everything that is 
found to be, false. Of course, the inductive 
method Is not suited to all forms of relig
ious Investigations, but, having used it so 
fully, the same talent comes to the deduc
tive methods with a closer Insight and with 
severer exactions. The practical result of 
this, in matters of religion, Is a general un
settling of belief In many old theories that 
had long remalned.to many minds unques
tioned ; and, as a result of this, much doubt 
and not a little unbelief.

All this is onlyanotber way of stating 
• or arriving at some conclusion of doubt 

arising from this dear and powerful men
tal realization of our times that was alluded 
to on last Sunday evenings In that discourse 
I more than Intimated that a too severe 
religious dogmatism was the cause of much 
of the doubt of our day—that the mind of 
man had been asked in the name of religion 
•to believe too much, liad been asked to'bo- 
lltovo what it could not believe, and, more
over, what was not true, and that in sonje 
things the doubters were right and the dog
mat iste wrong. And I also claimed that It 
was not religion, as such; that men doubted 
or wanted to doubt; but certain man mudo 
.theories about religion; and I.pleaded for 
-«more direct and powerful turning of tho 
religious forces of our times upon character 
and life. That discourse was necessarily 
Incomplete and had, porhaps, to-leave some 
minds in suspense. I npw wish to show 
more explicitly what was meant.*  and to 
show further wherein Methodism Is not re
sponsible for this modern belief, and that' 
Methodism has not put upon the mind of 
man the terrible Blain of trying to believe 
these unbelievable things; and that Method
ism has been, and Is, tolerant in matters of 
belief, and that it turns Its vast powers 
upon practical Godliness.''

Throe things were more particularly 
' specified:. The doctrines of Hell, of Elec

tion and Reproballori^and the Bible. Ix»t 
us look at the twq'ureTTiow. and reserve 

' for another hour the discussion of modern 
doubt Sid the Bible. .

And. ffrat, in reference to hell:• Along 
• with the belief of a personal Immortality 
would naturally ariso a- belief that there 
would be á difference in the other world, as 
well as in this, between the good and the 
bad And hence, where a belief In immor
tality has obtained, a belief in some form 

. of future punishment basalto found a place, 
and thus in some form enters into all relig
ions. The doctrino.of future punishment 
ftr suffering (or sin is undoubtedly taught 

□Mho 'Bible, and the reason of man Is ready 
to accept this, and an awakening conscience 

. is ready to secqnd and Intensify this, but^ 
reason and conscience must revolt against 
the terrible shapes and colorings that this 
doctrine has taken under a too severe and 

• material religious dogmatism. Let me give 
a few examples of what has been taught on 
this subject in the name,of Christianity. 
Jeremy Taylor, in his dlAcou on “The 
Pains of Hell," says: J

“We are amazed at the inhumanity of 
Phalaris. who roasted jnen in his 
bull; this was joy in respect of that fire 
hell which entrails with-oüt s s&

pee in a i ono
till they net sense

___organ shall be assailed with its own ap
propriate and most exquisite suffering.” •;

Calvin says:,uForever harassed by a 
dreadful tempeek they shall feel themselves 
torn asunder by an angry God . . .so
that to sink into any gulf would be more 
tolerable than to stand for a moment In 
these terrors.” -*

Jonathan Edwards, says: “The world 
will nTobahly be converted into a. great lake 

.be of fire-*  vast ocean of fifre- 
b wicked shall be overwhelmed, 
always be in tempest, in which 
tossed to and fro, having no 

t, vast waves or billows of

fire continually rolling over their heads, of 
which they shall forever be full of a quick 
sense within and without; their heads 
their eyes, tholr tongues, their hands, tlielr 
feet, their loins, Ami tlielr vitals shall for
ever be full of a glowing, melting fire, fierce 
enough to molt the very rocksand elements; 
and also, they shall dtemally be full of the 
most quick ami lively sense to feel the tor
menta; not for one minute, nor for one day, 
nOr for one Rgc, nor for two agre, nor for 
ten thousand millions of ages, ono after 
another, but forever and ever, and never to. 
be delivered."

Mr. Spurgeon, In his sermon on the resur
rection, says; "When thou «Best thy soul 
will be-tormented Alone; that will bo hell 
for It; but at the /ay of judgment, thy Ixxly 
will join thy am/and .then thou wilt have 
twQi hells ;i soul sweating drope of 
blmMlTfEpjJu xlv suffused-with agony, 
in fierce fire, .exactly like that which w.e 
have oh earth, tliy body*  will lie, asbestos- 
like, forever unconsumed, all thy veins 
roads for the feet of pain to travel pn, every 
nerve a string on which the devil shall for 
eyer plav his diabolical tune of hell's unut
terable lament.”
■rThe Rev. Dr. William Davidson, In a ser
mon before the students of theUnited 1‘res- 
byteriari Theological Seminary of Xenia. O.. 
says: It is an unspeakably terrible thing, 
any one—even a youth or a heathen—to be 
lost. Nor 1b thia all to those who suffer 
least It Is not only the loss of all and a 
horrible lake of over burning fire, but there 
are horrible objects filling every sense ami 
every faculty; and there are horrible en: 
glnes and lnstrumcptQj)£46rture. There are 
the chain-» of darkness, thick, heavy, hard, 
and smothering as the gloom of blank and 
black despair—chains, strong as the oonls of 
Omnipotence, hot as the crisping dames of 
vengeance, indestructible and eternal as 
lustice. With chains like tli&e, every iron 
link burning Into the throbbing heart, Is 
bound each doomed, damned, soul, on a ImhI 
qf burning marl, under an Iron roof, riven 
wira tempesto.and dripping with tormqnto 
of an unquenchable fire.

And then, after carving tbirtwful picture 
into still further detail, he-says; "Upon 
such an assembly . ... God can
not look but with utter detestations. -His 
.wrath shall come up In His face. Ills face 
shall be red with anger. He will whet His 
glittering sword, ami Ills hand shall take 
hold on vengeance. He shall unseal all Ills 
fountains amj/pour out Ilia tumbling cata
racts of Vertgeance. His eye shall nqt pity 
them, nor shall his soul spare for tlielr cry
ing. The day of vengeance is in his heart, 
and It is what Ills Iwart is set on. He will 
delight in IL - , . All this and
more do the scriptures declare, and that 
preacher who lireltatv?rt<j proclaim it lias 
forraworn his soul And is a traitor to liis 
trust. And all this shall beforever."

These quotationsJmve been from Protes
tant authors. In iCbook written In this cen
tury ill Englandy-for children by the Rev. J. 
Furnias, we canjee how the Romanists put 
the case: “Tho fourth dungeon Is the IkjII-. 
ing kt'ttle. Listen: there is a sound like 
that ofa kettle boiling. Is it really a kettle 
which is boiling? No. Then what Is It? 
Hear what.lt Is: The blood is boiling In the 
scalded veins of I hat boy. the brain Is boil
ing and bubbling In hlr-haad: the marrow 
Is boiling in his bones.' Tim fifth dungeon 
Is tho red-hot oven, in which is a little chl|d. 
Hear how it screams to come out; see how 
it turns and twists Iteelr abojit in the^flre; 
It beats ite head against thereof of theoven. 
It stamps its little feet upon the. floor of 
the oven. To this child God was ven- good. 
Very likely God saw that this child would 
got worse and worse, and would never re
pent. and bo It would have to be punished 
muemfrorae In hell. So God in His mercy 
called it out of the world in its early child
hood.”

Now. these.crude material, overdrawn, 
and even blasphemous representations of 
Gqd and the nature of future punishment 
have been tkught In the name of religion, 
and taught noconly 200 years ago by Jeremy 
Taylor and others, but taught by living di
vines in pur owiyxjay. Is it any wonder 
that the thinking minds of thÍB age riso up 
and repudiate*touch  teachings? Such Ideas 
dishonor God and <1 e the very thought 
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could have been saved. ' This doctrine 
teaches that all the heathen have been lost, 
no matter how diligent they hav^i>c n to 
frame their lives according to the light of 
Nature and the law of the reugion they pro
fess.—that nono but those , professing the 
Christian religion can be saved. Just think 
of It; not less than seven or eight hundred 
millions of. souls damned every generation. 
Two-thirds of our race sent to heU even 
thirty yean; and sent there without -any 
l-asiole fault of their own,—simply becaue 
they were born heathen.- Is-it any wonder 
that men doubt these things- It la because 
they love God and tho Bible that thoydo 
doubt them. And I hotter them for It 
And there will be more of this kind of 
doubt before there. i/Jras. Too long have 
theaV terrible dogmas been put upon God.

and the Bible, and Christianity. They are 
doomed by the light of the nineteenth cen- 
tury.Jo die. They may. remain In books, 
but, they cannot long be'held as a vital be
lief by open-vlnlonpa minds. There Is a 
doctrine of Ejection, and of Reprobation, 
and of Decrees that will stand, but ite old 
and severe forms must pass away. You 
may nurse them never so tendedy.—bring 
thsm in and wrap them up In a blanket, and 
even hug them to your bosoms.—but. the 
slfk lamb will never sw the June-time of 
our world. It must die. It ought to die. 
It was a mistake that it was ever born.

The statements concerning hell that I 
have given I have selected from among the 
coarsest and hardest. < In reference to the 
Calvlnistlc teachings, I have simply indica
ted the doctrines that are taught Now, I 
say these teachings are at the bottom of 
much of our modern disbelief, and I say that 
In this unbelief the doubters are right and 

-the dogmatists are wrong. J «Io not charge 
the Calvinista pr an/of the churches with 
holding in general now*to  tlipso gross mate
rialistic views of hell, and yet some, as 1 
have shown, do: but suppose there lias been 
a changa—a modification in the belief of the 
¿burches on the subject? If that Is admit
ted. the*admlMlon  concedes all that I have 
claimed,—that an excessive dogmatism has 
necessitated unbelief; and that by this con
cession of modification the doubters are ad
mitted to have been right and tliAjdogma
tists wrong. And- If there luid» been a 
change in the belief of the churches on thia 
subject, why do these orthodox churches 
cry out against those clergymen who have 
theTairness and to atahd up In the

•pulpit and say so?" The ddrance of this 
week. In a comment on rny sermon of 
test Sunday evening, says: “It was a gene
ral glorification of skepticism, and Was out
rageously unfair'in its representation of 
evangelical beliefs." Now, if religion'teach- 
cs anything. IÍ teaches honesty and truth
fulness: and the church and ministry should 
be honest-and truthful in their treatment 
of skeptics, as well as In other things. 
This Is wbat I have Bought to do ami to be. 
The Adrorxv also caste a stJer at the “rid
iculous airs of the prospective martyrdom 
of these men who stay in*evafigolical  ptil- 
fite'to preach unevangelical doctrines." 

hat is an. unkind and wholly gratuitous 
assumption on the part of that good, but 
mistaken editor. Such men aro not seek
ing martyrdom al all; they are seeking 
truth, an<l for its sake are wiljing to hear 
such unkind words even from their breth-. 
jen. Moreover, the Adtnnc« can assure ite 
readers that In my case there is no danger 
of near martyrdom. It was not so “de
creed.” It was “foreordained from all eter
nity'' that I. should stand tn a Methodist, 
anil not in n Calvlnistlc pulpit. And so of' 
the doctrinó of Election anil Reprobation. 
The Calvinista either do or they do not hold 
these doctrines aa formerly taught, and as 
they stand now In their books. If they do not 
hold them as they were formerly held, and 
as they are now-round in their books, then 
I say there Is just ground for all the doubts 
and questionings that are troubling our 
age on those subjects. There is a reason for 
an unrest and doubt in Scotland and Brook
lyn, and allouer thooountry. Three dogmas 
are asking the clergy arid the people to be
lieve what they cannot believe—and what 
they ought not to believe. -Jf these dog
mas are held as they once were, why are 
we accused of being\“outrageously an- 
fair" in so stating them? Why sbould'the 
Udtxince l»e so "surprised and |»af*ed  that 
Beecher has so outrageously caricatured 
the current orthodox belief r' If the cur
rent .orthodox te-llef on those subjects is 
different from the former belief,—If It has 
been modified,—th'en the doubters- have 
been, and are, justified In Baying they have 
been, and are, right, and that the dogma- 
tiste have l»een wrong. But If three dofr 
mas have been modified, why have 1’roL 
Swing and others been turned out for not 
believing them as they were formerly 
taught? c_

I am entirely free to say fof myself tliat 
If a belief In all the dogmasJof Canrinlsm 
and in a literal lake ok material fijo and 
brimstone Is necessary TO orthodoxy, .then 
1 am not orthodox, and I am if It. Lr 
such beliefs are necessary to evangel
ical. then I am not evangelic nd I am 
«4 of that. And If I beltevsd that the 

ble made of God such an fabuman mon
ster. then I would not belteve the Bible. 
And If I believed the ever-bUased God was 
such a monster;—Wie supposition is bl&- 
ehemoilK— I would never again bow my 

uees In prayer. I won't worship Inlustice 
and cruelty, oven if they come bearing the 
H.u'jed name of God. I do not, and cannot, 
and will not believe such things. I. don t 
ask any one else to believe them, or to wor
ship any such a being. Such things have 
too long stood In the way of souls, and to 
the way of religion, and have driven and 
are driving men into darknees apd unbe
lief.

God knows that I do not say these tilings 
for controversy. God knows that I feel 
only love for all souls and- all churches. He 
knows that I love the truth. And I feel 
vary deeply that our times need an open, 
honest, outspoken pulpit I never have

• J 
need an open,

and I never can stand before an audience 
with a double face. I fed very deeply the 
religious doubt and unrest of our age; and 
I believe the people of our age want to be- 
Ueve In God, and tho Bible, and religion; 
but they cannot believe an tho terrible 
things that iikVe been taught in these sa*  

tMnbuW?c«

^e.onljj ^slts a Rearing,

a^c^ l jsto: 24 - 

¿y. They'wiil be the malefactors of the 
world, |>erhaps of the universe.'*

(hir most noble Dr. Haymond saysJJiat 
he la compelled to think that any eternal' 
existence that G»k1 will permit must lx*  bet
ter tlitan no existence. Thus, as a church, 
wo hold firmly by the Justice of God and 
of moral government, but wo do not make 
him a merciless tyrant,, but a righteous 
ruler. We sannot. as a church, see our way 
clear to teach t'lWvorsalism: and we‘do 
not do It. Nor do we Insist In those ex
treme or physical views of heli. In these 
things 1 am speaking tor our church,and 
not giving, nor did 1 give last1 Sunday, njy 
own sixM’lal views. All who know me, and 
haveNunrrd me speak, or read my ser 
know, ayd my good brother. Dr. 1 
knows, that I believe in future punish____
what the outcome will lx*  1 don't know. I 
will speak on this another time.

Methodism has not taxed the public faith 
with any such horrible doctrine as .Calvin
ism. it steppbd clear out from under that 
load a hundred years ago. Methodists have 
been Armenians from the first, and have suf
fered no little persecution for It. John Wes
ley says that In his day to say. “There goes 
an Armenian, was about the same as to tai so 
the cry of mad-dog.’"- A hundred, yes, flf- 
*“ ’’ears ago, to be a .Methodist, meant to 
«....'or persecution. But our people held on - . . ... . , a

jIiviiwmj i/viiwd 
ban done more
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these things being in their creeds: they 
.were put there ! ng before any of this ags 
was born, I do not blame them for Iming 
in those churches. I do not Blame their 
people,—many of tho vary i»«*«t  people and 
ministers In the whole country are in 

.these churches. But I do say that if the 
preeeut Ih-IIsX of these church»« has actu
ally grown away from the old standards or 
doffinas, they shotikl hasten to say so. and 
relieve the Bible and Christianity and the 
troubled minds of thousands from the 
great shame that these dogmas put upon 
them. If they have grown away from 
these iM’llofs, why turn mon out of the 
church for saying bo? If they have not 
changed, then don't accure-usor being un
fair when we state them as v»e find them ; 
and don’t blame men for .doubting them, 
for they can't help IL.

As a result of these terrible views of hell, 
and of the doctrines of Calvinism, Univer
salism arose, and .took tho other extreme 
that there wim i»o hell at all, and that art 
would bo saved. The process was very-easY^ 
and logical. The Calvinists taught that all 
for whom Chrkfct died would l»e sav.-d; the 
I niversaliste ¿imply took the Bible -and 
Bred that.Christ died fo,r all,'amL they 

the result Hist all would be saved.
And l>elween tlieAwosystemsM faith I 
should choose the latter all the time. The 
I niversaliste of/6hr,day have sprung back 
from the first extreme view, and are gener
ally believers In after-death mnilshment for 
sin. but claim that It will be reformatory, 
and hence not unondTbg. There Is noth- 
a, so far M rran see, in modern Univer- 

surtoleaji men.to unbelief; tjierels In 
it rather that which encourages belief; 
and in teaching that punishment must fol
low Lransgr’v'sion, its iniiueure should be, 
and in so far is. to fiNhqote good live«; but 
in holding out the hopAuf after-death re- 
formatlon,«-there is danger that many will 
take license therefrom to go on In sin; and 
If that ho|«o-lx>. delusion, tho mistake is 
final.

Now, between these two extrem 
terns, Calvinism and Universalis 
holding that it was never ma»lto noeslble 

.for all to be saved, and the othir holding 
that nil would certainly be tlndlly saved, 
between these two came Methodism, with 
Ite doctrine of a universal atonement—that 
God loved the whole world; that Christ 
died for all; .that he is no res|x«ctor of per
sons, and that in every nation he that fear- 
eth God and worketh righteousness is ac
cepted; that, man is amoral agent.'.is free 
to accept or reject the offers of mercy and 
the means of ¿race, and Will 1« Judge«! and 
rewarded or ¡finished according to his op
portunities. and conduct, and character, 
thus honoring God. dijmifying man. and ex
alting both justice ana mercy.- On the sul>- 
jectof future punishment there is not ono 
single word In our Articles • of Faith, nor 
in the Ajiostles’ Creed, which we use in 
baptism. The doctrine of tho Methodist 

-Church, as set forth in our institutes of the
ology. has exalted the idea of the essential 
rectitude and justice of ikxl and of his 
moral government over men; and' has 
taught that .sin was a' terrible thing, and 
that the law of God had ite penalty, and 
could not be violated with Impunity; and 
that tho incorrigibly, wicked would stiffer 
future and «sternal punishment. But, in 
our teachings, this whole subject of future 
Sunishment Is removed entirely out of the 
omain of wrath and vindictiveness, in 

the Almighty, and is placed wholly on the 
ground of the necessities of moral rule, or 
of law and order in the universe. No one 
is sent to hell who had not a chance to go to 
heaven. No one is sent through spite or 
vindictiveness. And our church has gen
erally been less specific than others in 
Sinting out any details of punishment 

e have been contented to hold up the 
dark l»ackground of sin ahd misery to 
which It leads, and tearfullyentreat men 

’to turn Trom the ways of death. Now, 
when yon pome to estimate the influences 
xrf such teachings upon tho faith of man
kind, you will see a very great difference 
here. We have put no such strain upon 
the minds of men as to ask them to believe 
that souls ar<*Jost  who had no chance of 
being saved. We have never asked the 
world tq believe that all heathen nations 
were lost And the next time my excel
lent brother. Prof. Swing, paints so thrill
ing a scene of an orthodox hell, and with 
kuch fine rhetorical nicety and effect.place« 
Socratee and Auretfus -and all the heathen 
wurlj in the quenchless fires. I wish he 
would bo thoughtful enough, or fair*  
enough, to state that there are over 2,000,- 
000 or orthodox Methodists In this land who 
do not believe any such thing. All men are 
ready to believe in punishment or suffering 
for sin, both • here and hereafter,—there 
must be strength in law and government,— 
and the only strain Methodism has put on 
public faith Is in teaching that punishment 
is eternal. And in this it has 
the doctrine in any such severe 
John W«dey did, indeed, incline to a 
in a material hell-fire, but the 
of Metbodtet preach«« ra have not 
faith. Dr. Wneden aavs in ala

rd me speak, or read my sermona, 
‘ * * Hyder,

iment;

that the.

. M few m
execu upon the gallows at the 
day. compared to- the rest of the
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suffer persecution. But our people held o 
their wav. and our fathers fought many _ 
hard doctrinal battle; and Phoneetly believe 
that the Methodist chu 
to save the tend from Infidelity than Any 
othdr laxly of people. / •»

1 cannot now say wh 
vrallty of Methodlsi >ftor Is It needed, since 
Ehler Jutkin's se n was published in the 
Times of Saturday. Did you know that he 
has been converted? It-Is a fact. Since 

.going Xo Aurora Jie has become mon? liberal^

John Wesley made no theological opinions 
requisite for membership In the church, 
and recognized no creed but the Apostles', 
and this only in baptism. “Onq circum
stance." he says, “is quite peculiar to the 
people called Methodists, that Is, the terms 
upon which any person may be^adrnltted 
into their society. They do not impose any 
opinions Whatever, 
thlni^tnd let think. Ope thing 
ciulred; a real, desire to save I 
they lay stress on nothing else." 
he asks, “any other society In Great unuun 
or Ireland, or In the world, that Is so remote 
from blgutry-?that IjAho truly of a catholic 
spirit—so ready to admit all persons of a 
-serious spirit? I know of none. Let any 
man show it me that can. Till then, let no 
man talk of the bigotry of Methodists." 
When he was in fils SMh »jar he wrote: 
“Ixjok all around you; yo cannot be ad
mitted into the Presbyter is, or Baptists', 
or Quakers, or any utImre Unless you share 
the same opinions and adhere to. the same 
mode of worship. 'The Methodist« alone «jo 
not Insist on your*holding  till*  or that opin
ion. ... 1 know sf no religious
society, ancient or modem, since the days 
of the Apostles, whetein such liberty of 
conscience is allowed. Herrin la our glory
ing. and a glorying i>ectdlir to us.* ’

lie says aghin.r! havCho more right to 
object to a man lipid I ng a different opinion 
from me than I have to differ with a- man 
because he wears a wig and 1 wear my own 
hair." Our general rules make but one con
dition-of membership: n «lealre to fiee from 
the wrath.to come, and to I*  saved from 
sin, and to show this by avoiding wrong and 
doing right?' Our Articles of Faith seem 
Indicatory rather than obligatory. You can
not exclude a member from the Methodist 
Church for his private opinions; you may 
exclude him for sowing dissensions, Meth
odism looks to conduct rather than tq creed. 
Ite great purpose is to lead to saving exper
iences and to purity of heart and life. Lni- 
versal redemption, the witness «ff the spjrlt, 
and holiness of heart, are ite great themes. 
With these it has kindled the life of the 
nineteenth century. It tolerates differences 
of opinion on many points, even in the min
istry. bufclt seeks to live close to thesegteat 
truths that enter into life and experience. 
The church has never suffered from a di
vision on doctrines; it Is tolerant It bap
tizes by any mode you desire; It stands not 
on forms. It says come and go with us. and 
do good in any way you can. Believe what 
you can. and do what you can. It is a gn at 
singing, praying, working army in the King
dom orJesus Corisk The Methodists never 
persecuted any one. Thirls the Methodism 
to which I belong—the Methodism to which 
I Invite you. But first df alb I*  invite you 
to Jesus Christ and a good Ufe. and then go 
and livo and work where you think beet

He not ashamed of thy virtues; honor la 
a good brooch to wear in a tnanX hat at all 
times.—Bm JohntofL' . -

Does this soul-within me, this spirit of 
thought and love and infinite desire, dis
solve itself as well as the body? Has na
ture. who quenches odr bodily thirst, who 
rests oux weariness, and perpetually enoour-

Lttgh Hunt.

.d£ra»iSTXthl:
e, or it 
it; yet, I 
rs.lt is 1

wanted to-on lib-

what.lt
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TUE ETHICS OF SPIRITUALISM:
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System of Moral Philosophy.*  
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-omMVBO-k
Chapter vii\

<
-The »cQscs tfa-perceptions 

Wisdom, and aje held In com

£
WISDOM. I

j are channqs leading up la 
______ ______________ common with animala There 

fo m donbt bit even the senses of animals aro more im
perfect than !q man. While they see clearly, often more 
qjlcklv..ihey m'ay not perceive a feature visible to him.

' They may not lake cognizance of color», or ol colop only 
In their most inl^nscdiucs, and sounds audible to tho ear 
of one specievamy bo unheard by others. The latter dif- 
fercncc Is marked between savage and civilized man. In 
whom all 'the sente» appear most complete, and with 
them the perceplivo.f»cullk»/*hlch  lake c gnlzance of 
phenomena. • /

Above these lies aregion\»f pmv thought II Is related 
to the superior portion óf the*  brain, which is last to de
velop. This thoughCsptierc transcend» the animal realm, 

{'’'T» which are dim prophesies *of  its grandeur, suf- 
V ficlent to Indicate tho continuity of being, and relation of 
J tho lowest to the highest. .Beyond this, man Is Alone.

In the highest facullles.of knowing, (he spiritual per 
ceptlons which lake cognizance of spiritual entitles and 

. their laws, nothing remains to indicate connection with 
loJL beings. Conscience belongs to man exclusively.

CONSCIENCE.
Xenophon says of Socrates thnt •• he never discoursed 

concerning the nature of all things, how thaf^hlcb I»
* callod the Universe h constituted, under what laws the 

heavenly bodies <^l»t, etc., but invariably represented 
those who concernetKlhi-mselves with Inquiries of this 
sort as playing fool. Ffrsl of ùill'T^lçquIrcd whether 
such persons thought they had so far ipastwcd the acU, 
which relate to man as to be Justlfl^l in proceeding to 
such Investigations, or whether they considered it in order 
to have human inquiries for physical researches."

it li not because the üflnker bos mastered the facts 
which relate to man that he turns to the Universe, bj^be- 
cause he shrinks from the*subtle  profundity of thfprob- 
lorn furnished by his own mind, and essays the easy task 
of ol servalion of the external world. __

Thus to the question : Has man a conscience? the an
swer to .which seems a» evident as that to the questions: 
Can be see? Can he Jiear? Has he -ajfeasont exactly 
opposite answers are given, and lbe afllnnallvc which 

.was unhesitatingly received at first, has yielded to the 
negative with the advanced and scientific school' of 
thinkers. The xeason for this,'Is it fell Into bad corn- 

' pany and becamb confounded with superstition and 
theieby the prop of creeds-and dogmas. Tho scientific 
thinkers starting from matter, desired to refer all manifest
ations to the scheme of Evolution, and explain how 
Thought, Reason, Feeling, result from the accretion of 
experiences, aud Conscience must share the common ex
planation. .

‘There are two schools—tho laluitlonist-and U'llitarian. 
The first'clalms that Conscience is a faculty of the mind, 

. whlcUvdt^les of itself what is right and what Is wrong; 
the latter claims that Conscience I» die result of experi
ence. What It regards as good is that which results in 
happiness, yhtch Is the supreme good. It sneers at 
Cuusclcnce as a phanlasjQ, the creature of education and*  

, superstition, which changes fro»n age to ago, will: the cui- 
’.lure of the llmei In Mahommedan countries it i» different 
from that InChHstlan; on the Ganges from that on the 
Mississippi; in Catholic from Protestant countries; so in
consistent and dependent ts it, that it cannot be an inde
pendent faculty. This position is tpade more plausi- 
ble when we.look still deeper into history. Rclig- 
lous wars and persecutions, air ha\e grown out of and 
been -sustained by Conscience. The Jewish mob cruci- 

K fled Christ to appease their Conscience, as Pilate washed 
his hands tò allay his own. Conscience built the loath- 
some dungeon» and prepared the horrible tortures ofsthc 
iho Inquisition; it gathered tho faggots and kindled the 
flumesaround the heretic; it suppressed learning; made 
a merit of ignorance, and has been the slave of religion. 
The than whose Conscience will not allow him to pare his 
nails on Sunday, will rob on Monday without compunc-/ 
lion. Formerly the minister must have a smooth-shaven 
face, and the Conscience of the laity prevented them from 
tho most labor on Bunday. Conscience oompcls the 
South Sea Islander to knock out one of his front teeth, or 
cut off one of bls fltigers; the Jew to circumcise; the 
Christian to bc^baptlzed.

•But this is confouhdjng terms.- What is here callç4/ 
Conscience is superstition and nothing more, and has only 
a similitude to Die real faculty, which, it must be confess
ed it has ofteh blinded or completely usurped the place, 
îf this rcasòÀIng prove, the non existence of Conscience, 
precisely the mmqo argument will prove the non-existence 
of Reason Itself. At one stage of mental advancement Rea
son declared thtrivorld lint, and that the sun and sideriti 
heavens revolved .around It. It thus interpreted the.facts 
of perceptron. 'From that time to- lire present, ita videe 
has been In accordance with the entertained facts, con* ’ 
stanlly changing. Yet we unhesitatingly declare that 
Reason is ppreme umpire in its province.

Of the Conscience the same nxay bo affirmpd. It Is like 
al) mental qualities subject tq growth. As in the early 
ages, Rrttóod’séemS to have been endowed with prescience’ 

4 and Intuitively grasped results, only demonstrated nfler 
thousands of years df observation, so Conscience with only 
greater forecast, and more wonderfbl breadth grasped mor
al relations so'cl^arqMid profound, that not yet has man

• progressed to their practical realization.
THE CONSCIENCE OF THE SAVAGE

tf^y be obscure and-concealcd by superstition. Yd ss far 
as lt.b manifested, Il présents the same qualities aa’xthal 
of the most civilized man. There Is no sjaervlng In its 
docislon when appllod to Its proper subjects. The savage 
has reason, yet arrivo» at widely varying resulta from the 
civilized man by its excroiso. But as his Reason Is un
trained, and like tho child's, and lB.often"baaod on Insuf
ficient data,its results are notuf final Importance. In the 
sqtne manner the Conscience of savage man arrives st 
moral conclusions, which are imperfect and subject to 
constant revision. e

reason'AND CONSCIENCE: Ç

Thus It appears that belwcchReason and Conscience there 
. is 'a perfect parallelism. As/teason may be Influenced by 
a the Passions and Emotions, so also may be die Conscience, 

and as one when thus overpowered becomes a slave work
ing Ln the interests of Itsgrants, so tha other unites Its 
voice with superstition, and lends its name to religious 
fiuteticism and intolerance. As Reason |s the umpire of 
facte In the Intellectual realm, Is Conscience in the realm 
of moral principisi

We better undsfsland the processes of Reason which 
deals with*  physical facte, than Ils spiritual prototype 
which reels on the subtile perceptions of «pirli. The latter 
more closely resembles Reason in Its exalted state of pre
science, when it spparekilf escapee the trammels of facts 

tWrWWRaamTwnaisn.’ ... 

lenco must boa 
bleb actuate the 
the same grado,

or», then the is a choice. Thus 
lite spiritual aspirations; selfish- 

□cc.kgreod, than generosity ^Intern per- 
ance/thnu abitincncc, and\whcn their conflicting claims 
arise. Conscience-at once decides In favor of the higher 
nfollvo. * Its voice can-never be mistaken. Il never fa- 

.(^higlicr facul- 
iritual; ine noble, the 
no»t clearly defined and

and at once »oizeTon the truth. If Conscience is that fac
ulty which discriminates beCwocn right and wrong, as 
tho Impetfcct mind Cannot know the absolute right anti 
wrong, ths decision of Conscience must be a comparative.

As actions of themselves are neither moral nor immoral,, 
these qualities belonging to the actor ; and as all actions 
spring from motives, the decision of 
choice of motives. If all the m ill
mind, are on the same piano, and 
then there j?an be no choice, for ono Us as good as the 
other. But If these motives arc of different grades, some 
being higher than — •v- '
the desires arc low 
ncss, limn ben 
ance,-u 
ari 
nfollvo. ‘ Its voice can-never bo mistaken, 
vors the dcinands of the lower against tin 
lies. It evtr Is afllcd^dth the spiritual- 
pure. In lìiis rcspe<-\'is tho m 
unmistakable of all faculties of tho mind. Ón this grada, 
tion of thé mental faculties, whereby the Will Is influenced, 
rests Ilio science of morals. By this means only, Is such a 
science possible.. Moral principles roust be fixed and de
termined as the theories of mathematics, else nothing bnl 
vague uncertainties can result. Progress itseJi deuends 
on fixedness here. • *

Consileucc deals with living¿ntltta-with actors; with 
actions II baa nothing In common. I trudges the actors, 
fojindiog Ila Judgment on,motives. And it will bo found 
that Ils Judgment is in accòrdaucc’.wllh the grade of-those 
actuating motives. The result Is rarely taken in consider- 
allon Success would not have chauged the verdict In fa- 
vor of Arnold, or have sanctioned the*  claims of slavery; 
nor. defeat havo reversed the principles of the Declar
ation of Independence, or of thè Magna-Charler of 
England. The popular voice is usually an expression 
of popular conscience, and applaud» unselfish, noble and 
magnanimous, actions, while It sneers and scoffs the self- 
isji, mean and Ignoble. Not from Ita commet selfish ex
perience that such actions of the individual are best for 
the state, but because to love and respect such motives is 
inherent In the human mind.' Iflhls Is not so, we have 
the mass Influenced to admire In the Individual unselfish 
qualities, because these administer to their selfishness. 
Now M.lhc mass is composta! of Individuals with precise
ly similar faculties, shall wc say, most paradoxically, that 
thelrfclfishnisa admires unselfishness, or rallier that (hoy 
admire bee o there is In them a chord which responds 
wl ms vibrations to unselfishness? The noble
soul Is adored for his generosity and deeds of sclf-iorget- 
fulness, because his adorers feel that he has doue~what 
they should do. and Is possible for them.

IS THE IMPERFECTION OF CONSCIENCE SUPPLIRÒ DY
x REVELATION?

If It Is, there should be noliésllation in interpreting that 
revelation. If IL is ns obscure as Conscience, then Ills 
equally uncertain. The Revelation presented, Is more 
ambiguous than Conscience. Il is differently Interpreted 
by different Individuals, and henco Is an uncertain guide 
or far worso than none.

If revelation is truly given ns a supplementary guide 
to. Conscience, it must Appeal to Conscience and belli- 
terpreted thereby. If. it can understand Revelation, then 
it must havo qualities liktf thc'revelalor ; having which II 
would grrlvcyat the principles bf such, revelation without 
foreign Assistance. If-it havo riot these qualities, it could 
not comprehend such revelation. In cither case revela
tion can Uo of no assistance In remedying the imperfec
tion of Conscience. • • •

If Consclenco’be the result of heredity handing down to 
us the experiences it has treasured, we ask, what faculties 
treasure these experhnees, and make this contrduous 
analysis of motlvCiJ-Js it Reason? Is it the Emotions? Is 
it not the Mora), or rather Conscience their com|fTete ex- 
pression and central force?

It Is In this sense we 6hall use this term, choosing to re
tain It, although liable to misinterpretation,- rather than 
Introduce a new one.

ACCOUrfTADtLITY. - '
If a man kill another intentionally or by accident, the 

result Is the same, but he in one caso would not receive 
blame, for ho was not actuated by wrong motives, and 
hence I» regarded innocent. The act must be designed, 
and in the.design rests tho moral accountability, fdr it Is 
the expression of the Will. Conscience Ih the force which 
influences the Will, or It is a part of the Will itself; dlslln- 
gulshes right from wrong, and decides the course of action. 
Hence It .Is the last court of appeal.*  But appeals cannot 

-create a tribunal, which must pre-exist-. -
It Is-clcar that Conscience cannot exist without Reason 

of which It Is a higher part . Il is tho result of all the per
ceiving, knowing spiritual faculties.

An individual may uc learned and not good, because 
/Reason has only been cultivated in lb« relation» of phys
ical life, and lias not advanced to Wisdom which Is the 
comprehension of spiritual forces. Education may slop 
with the physical percepitoti, and then the Individual 
will have no proper conception of morality:

It is equally true that a/tnan epnnot be positively good, 
without- intollectiAil knowledge: a passive goodness may 
exist with tho most completo ignorance.

In tho order of developjdeìit th« Intellect, first expands. 
In perceptions of naturo ; Ha blfibor perccploq of splr- 
ilual phenomena and forces arc last to appear. This 
growth Is In the direct line of the ktxowlng '.icultlcs, and 
h^nce, although as a mailer of convenicnci,' and to avoid 
repetition^ the term Conscience may be used, it Is with 
the significance of "Spiritual Reason."

’ LOSS-0F CONSCIENCE.
By disus^, Conscience may bocotqo lost in tho onergy of 

the Propensities and Appetites. Ths child who passes 
sleepless night», because it has gathered a flower not his 
own, may by continuous crimes so destroy Conscience 
that It -will cease Its reproving». He may beqomo so 
hardened by deeds of blood that human lifç will be re
garded of no more value than the butcher regard» the ani
mals that'he slaughters. '.The voice potentat first, becomes 
silent in the contention ofbnser desires, whlol^unrcstraln- 
ed, run swift In their brutal channels. *

Tho first glass Is met .with blllor rebuke, but Appetite 
soon silences tho reproving» of Conscience, and becomes 
a 'tyrant. , - • ’ —•

Yet wo may rest assured th St Conscience Is never blot; 
ted out It becomes latent, but may at the proper moment' 
be rekindled.

I
It Is more disgraceful for men In high life to Improve 

their private fortune by specious fraud, than by opon vio
lence.. Might makes right In one case, while in the other, 
man throws over his proceedings the cloak of despicable 
cun nI Qg.—Thueydidu.

All those with whom we live are like acton on .a stage; 
they assume whatever dress »tyl appearance may suit their 
present purpose, and they speak and act in strict keeping 
with this character. In Ibis'we find it difficult to gel al 
their red sentiments, or to bring"Iplo clear day the trut/i 
which they have bid in a cloud of darkness.—A4yMus.

Illmumok Is nothing more thin m inward foiling of 
our own want oi merit, a dlssaUsfaoUon with ourselves, 
which is akrays united with an envy that foolish vanity 
excites.-rMM. . ’
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The' following psychometric delineation, given In 1853, 
by Mrs. J. K. MeUler, by holding an unknown letter of his 
on her forehead, and quietly, and In her normal and wake
ful state, giving the Impressions she obtained, Is excellent: 

• PS TCI! O METRIC DKSK^Urrr ox.
•' Coming Into sympathy with this wrifer, beautiful plants 

appear before my vision. My heart is open to thfc Beau
tiful in nature, and I would love to connoct this principle 
with the analysis of flowers, and the study ol Botany.

"The character now presents Itself moro clearly. I 
feel bold and majestic, as though the whole universe were 
army command. Ideas are constantly flowing through 
the mind of tills person. He seems to see into the far- 
distant future; be ioei« intuitively what results will be, 
and forms bls plans accordingly.

■•This person must be a great-1. 
miriil'Seemilpgo ¿o far down Into 
that.-few can appreciate or understand him. Language 
seems inadequate to express what he comprehends, and 
feelB to bo true. 'He is aspiring in Ills nature; he seeks 
for an elevated poslt!on,and seems, In some degree, to havo 
attained to what he aspires. No subject will be accepted 
by him as truth, without first mastering Its philosophy, or 
solving all its relations of cause and effect.

•• He might be a great politician. I feel, as If I were 
.»landing before an audience, addressing them in language 
that produces a death like stillness, so deeply is fell every 
word that is uttered.

"The brain of'this person is a most massive one, and 
very eveqiy balanced. In his arguments he carries the 
deepest conviction; and if 1 were to be tried for my life, I 
wbuld employ, or choose him, to plead my cause.

•• With all this power, he has a wonderful depth of sou). 
Every word that is uttered seems to proceed from the 
heart He is exceedingly fond of home enjoyments— 
would love a family much—and often sighs for retire
ment, where he could repose, and enjoy the comforts and 

^beauties of domestic IIfo. He h exceedingly loud of na
ture, and has u fine sense of the beautiful. Ho loves an 
loqocenl prattling child. I should think him dedly a 
lady's man, for he delights in the society of 'females, and 
loves them, not only for their beauty, but thel irtues and 
Intelligence. He would be winning and police In their 

 

presence. Ho cannot endure the low andvulgar, and 
‘despises selfishness and deceit. II i most
extensive memory, and can easily recall Incidents of 
childhood. He has an intellect that knows no bounds. 
■Excelsior' would be au appropriate motto for him. 
His sphere delights me much, though I should feci quite 
Inferior iu- his presence. The mental power is wearing 
out the physical. He must be a remarkable man."

In 1852 Mr. Finney spoke in.St Louis, and the Morning 
Herald gave report», from which 1 extract:

“The lecturer expatiated at length upon the nature and 
character of Jesus. He considered him its merely man, 
but as a man very remarkably endowed. Ho was a clalr- 
voyanl of the highest class. His birth was announced by 
nngeis through the sudden, special insight conferred on 
the shepherds (clairvoyance again), pho had imparted to 
them the first tidings of the coming man. The molherof 
Jesus was a woman of very harmonious proportions—sus
ceptible and-capable in nffereuce to all the higher, finer, 
purer spiritual Influence». She bad a dream, which was 
a spiritual communication, that had a powerful effect over 
her mixed mortal and spiritual nature,.Imd psychologized 
her babe yet unborn. Pythagoras was thus psychologized, 
when his mother, Inquiring of Pythias at the Delphi« 
shrine, was told that she woulikbe the inolhcr,of a marvel, 
ous child. Christ early showed indications ofTtib wonder
ful nature which had been bestowed upon him. He'sougbt 
the society of those dissenters, from the Jewish creed., 
called E-tecnca—a sect which, by silence,¿seclusion and 
fasting, had purged their Ixidlcs of grower matters—those 
Sira which obstructed the inlets through which 

could receive the influx of the celestial radiance. He 
ivered and proclaimed spiritual truth. t He established 

the ndw era foretold by ’prophets when In the clair
voyant stale. Ho was persecute») and spit upon, be
cause he, and ncR the priests, hod discovered It. Tho 
priests were his persecutors. Thoy sent him to tho 
cross; and hanging lhero, he’testified against the rage of 
religious bigotry and the senselessness of religious perse- 
cutfon.. That was tho great testimony of tho cross. • •

"In what precedes, wo do not profess to haver*given  a 
full report of this lecture, but have only glanced al some 
ol Ila points. It will be seen th ¿7 Mr. Finney pursues as 
course which stamps him In thq estimation of Christian 
churches as an infidel. Wo should hardly feel .willing to 
make the exhibit we have, did Mr. Finney represent only 
a very few and obscure 'persons. But tho fact that now-a- 
jlnys a man of striking powers' can rlso and address largo 
and respectable audiences, without disapprobation, dis
cussing such themes In such a way, Is ono of those stub
born things which cannot easily be Ignorod’and well de
serves the deep consideration of all Christian men. To sup
pose that a newspaper, however powerful, cad hido it all, 
by refusing to.report Its movements, would be as childish 
as to suppose (hat the same newspaper coula the erup
tions of n volcano by refusing to describe them. The busi
ness of a newspaper Is, as (hr as In; it Iles, to trta transcript 
of tho limes; a daguerreotype of Its phenomena.. Lec
tures now-a-daya aro tho media through wlrtch popular 
movements find expression in »¡feech. Reports of those 
lectures preservo tho record of those movements. And the 
great publio domandi as*  full c view of 
the newspaper can glv.e. 8uch as aro op 
meat as dangerous, art? more Interested In knowing all 
about II than aro oven Its friends." * • *,

During bls lecture In that city, Dr. Orestes A. Brownson, 
a learned and ablo Romafi Catholic, and Rev. L. N. Rice, 
D.D.,'an ominont Presbyterian clergyman, were speaking 
cl the same lime. Messrs. P. Bland, A. M-lltenberger, 
H. Btagg, and other-well-known citizens, proposed a dis
cussion betweeu Mr. Finney and Dr. Rice, which tho cler
gyman dM’met'and his courts called out a long and ablo 
letter from these gentlemen, which was published in one 
of the leading dally Journals.

*• "An Observer", wroto an interesting article to one of 
tho neMspapora, from which tho following comparison 
may bo interesting. Hooplas by saying Uiat " those gen
tlemen havo all drawn I 
description of the man 
men, and then s

oçaflm Al times the 
» tÎïo dAptlnr of things

matters » 
to a mor»-

Mr. Finney, who

houses," gives a fine and just 
power of the other eminent 

: Finnoy as follows:
about half the age of Dr. Rice, 

stands before us, as It were, a youth—yet genl ns U written 
in unmlstakablo characters upon*  bls brow, and the first 
thought that Impresses the beholdor on seeing him on the 
stand, la (the Idea that a mighty spirit stfcids before him, 
and as ho proceeds to develdp his theme,thblgoadeepens 
and wMfcns. Now he .moves on smoothly % a deep cur
rent ofthought and profound philosophical argument; oo- 
casionaliy ft» the moot withering ridicule, which places 
the opposite opinion, in so ludicrous a light that qven Ils 
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maintainers must láügh if they yield to their linpulses— 
and now a buesfi of eloquence which electrifies his • 
audieWe. He pushes right through his theme, presenting 
Its poiutejn a strong and unmistakable light, making his 
pathway luminous as ho goes; and eyery intelligent mind, 
however disagreeing with him in opinion, must go away 
feeling intellectually' elevated. As he proceeds, bls on- 
shaven beard is s^on lost sight of, and his audience freely 
engaged with -the great thoughts which are constantly 
rolling up before them In magnificence and grandeur. He 
has túoroglmius and higher oAtorlcal powers t^n either 
of his compeors, though as a scholar, I suppose ho conld 
not be compared to either of them. His‘style Is.plajn, 
simple and easy—his actions and Idtonatlons seem to ac
commodate themselves naturally to the sentiment, and al
together, it must bo confessed, however heretical his views, 
he Is the boldest aud most vigorous speaker whom wc 
have known on the lecturer’».»land."-*

(TOtwrontinoed.)'

THE POWER OF THE PRESS. . K
After an endorsement of our article, " Leadership in 

Spiritualism,” too lengthy for publication, Judge Hol
brook proceeds as follows:— - .

But am Tasked how Is it that there Is a leadership 
In all things else, and not here? I reply, 1 grant you a 
lciulçrshij) in our religion. It is to be sought for, It is 
to bo' commended. But I Insist it shall l>o no less than 
In tho CbrlstiiMJ dispensation—the earlier ages of Spir
itualism if you choose to call it. Jesqs said, " Ix?t him 
that will be chief among you, be a servant," and accord- 
od bls actions to bls words. Yes, the religion of doing ■ 
good, will give the highest meed of- praise to him who 
does the most good, in the right spirit, "In honor pre
ferring one another." Hut if this is the kind of leader
ship that we have been talking about, I will take back 
all that rbave said.

And herein of tho press as a source of influence, (as 
well ns the work of individuals), as you s^. “the po
tency of a pure, liliernl, indopendent'and well sustain
ed press, aiming for tho truth in all singleness and sin
cerity, discriminating chaff from wheat, and devoting 
itself singly to the presentation of the vital facta and. 
deductions that .belofig to Spiritualism." The Press 
now is the chiefest engine ojr power that the world 
knows—the greatest teacher, whether of truth, or er
ror.—the greatest preacher, whether of righteousness, 
or unrighteousness.*  IIow much more than ever can 
men say,—“The pen—the press Is mightier than the 
swordl" “Tis mightiest in the mightiest!" It is in a 
great measure substituting Itself for other methods of 
Influence. Once the-chlefost mothod of human moral 
inlluonco was the living voice, and who would increase 
In knowledge was compelled to seek tho public assem
bly. Thé orator was the chief attraction, f the cynosnre 
of all eyes," “ the ôbservtxl of all observers.'’ But the 
orator sinks Into Insignificance in jhe tfresefice of the 
press, as a star in tho presence ofthe sun. And yet I 
am not to say, In tho use of this figure, that the star 
fades entirely away In the presence of tho kun, but 
rather that the press, In tho plenitude of its power, 
catches un tho words of the orator, and carries them 
further forward through time and space a thousand
fold. And I have this to add, that tho press avails 
more among Spiritualists than any others. Among 
them It is the sun alone more than among others. Scat
tered far and.wlde so that their assemblies ate difficult 
and therefore Infrequent—and being no lunger under 
the regime of compulsion or duty to asaemblMhey 
await the coming of the printed sheet, wherein they 
slim read'Uhe latest demonstration of spirit power, 
tho latest discussion of the most expert as to their gen
uineness and tholr effects, or somo discourse by some 
angel visitant from the heavenly spheres, after the ex- 
Krlencca of years, or perhaps centuries, as In the paper 

fore me now—a discourse by Emanuel Swedenborg, 
through Mrs. Cora U V. Richmond, to a small gathering 
at the Hall, but now on Its mission like sunlight to the 
farthest bounds of the world.

As Is the power of tho press for good, so also Is its 
power for evil. Tho spiritual press stands pre-eminently 
above all-others for Influence In this, that It Is a medi
um of intelligence, tho exfionent of thought from the 
Spirit-world, tho facts, conditions and philosophy of 
spirit-life,Tmd particularly of our splritriifo hero and 
beyond, as well as between man and man. as tho sec- 
ular*press —yea, and tho religious press, that deals only 
in the dead past. There is no light so capable qf lead
ing astray as tho supposed light of heaven, but which 
Is not. A true beacon flro leads to safety, buta false 
ono leads to ruin; and only the more, tne more Ji is 
trusted.

Truthfulness, wisdom, care, watchfulness, boniness, 
flnnnoM, are always needed In tho spiritual press, but 
emphatically so now more than over. Spiritualism Is 
undergoing its crucial period. Tho church is awaken
ed to a consideration or Its power, with a désiré to 
combat and destroy. Science is assaying It, putting 
It Into Its heated jetort, or beneath lts most powerful 
lens, with the hope to ov being
groupd out between th mill-
stone, but it Is being assauRed in the house of its 
friends. Fraud, fraud, here and there, fraudulent me
diums, fraudulent practices, fraudulent reports, too 
truly a low piano of life, a time when tho ever almighty 
dollar is more mighty than ever, Simony prevailln ' 
fear.) a time when the crafty hypocrite and adv 
er observing this rising power, rustics forward 

-how far he mav use It for hla specialty, for hj»' 
or to discover how much U can be made to nu bls 
ambition, h!s pride of place, etc., etc. Paine said in 

 

the darkest days of the revolution, "These are the 
times that try men’s soule.” Such a time Is on Spirit
ualism now. The church can, and must be, answered 
on its own grounds. Science can. and must be, an
swered on its own grounds. Spiritualism must, first 
of hor motion, urgo uorsolf of all fraud, make clean 
her record stand for thjftru’th. "I«et judgment 
commence the house of Goa*Mt  fa the most proper 
place. Th spiritual paper that does not. and will 
not, ex fraud, (and 1 say no matter who is hurt, 
or whose f ki brought to light), and so suffers a 
glorioua truth to bo overehadowed—thus drawing the 
mariner on life's seas upon the shoals of error. Is like 
the beacon-fire of the enemy, and so far acta the part 
of an ençfiiy to tha cause of truth. ■ *-

I am very glad, Bro. Bundy, to give you my jMjrsonal 
commendations fof tho trenchant bl uio that you wield 
In the dissection and ex position of falsehood and fraud, 
for your persistent maintenance of truth when found, 
and for your constant labors'to bring all to a higher, 
purer life, in your responsible and difficult position as 
editor and publisher or the scientific, rellaious journal 
ofÂ'1? Northwest .. Edmund 8. Holbrook.

Chicago, Jan. 27th.

t

í

Mow TO DE Beautiful.—^To be beautiful we must 
chprlsh every'kind Impulse and generous disposition, 
miktng love the ruling affection of tho heart and tho 
•rdsring principle and Inspiring motive of life. The 
more kindnflp,.the more beauty: the more love, the 
more ro mess. And this is the beauty that lasts. 
Mere ph cal good looks fade with thè years, bleach 
out wit! ess, yield to the slow decay and wasting 
breath of Ity. But the beauty that has Rs Mat 
and snurceMn kind dispositions, and noble purpoees, 
and great ughto,.0Qtlasto youth and maturity, in
creases wltttage, and, ilko the luscious peach, covered 
with the delicate plash of purple and gold which comes 
wltÌ. “L vn V1*?*?*! 11 iev®£ *°  bcantijul as when 
waltinff tabe plucked by the Gatherert /hand.-Annual qf phrenology.

Evnyr good thing maybe abused; 
speech.« It is abused whet under the

falU. Free speech when men lacking discre-Uqn,.however horn V be, undertake (S handEL/

,a ahlna shop may have 
a bull he cannot turn 
llcste piece of porcelain./'

around 
—8.8.
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SCENES FROM THE HOME OF,OVINA.

Written by Onina, through the Medium
ship of Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond.

PEARL.

CHAPTER IV.

A BEV ELATION. »

“One by one the neighbors came stealthily in 
looked at her. and went away. The family, 
doctor WKs called, felt her pulse,examined 
her from head to foot, said she was not dead 
no<; asleep, and went a way unable to explain 
The parson called; prayed in the little room 
prayed in the kitchen with the terror- 
stricken Mrs. West. But no change was 
visible-, the little form was still and life
like in its trance.

James West could not cease his work, for 
his little householddepopded upon hiidally 
toll,-but when he came home he sat«long 
hours by the side of the little sleeper, never 
leaving her, never having any doubt or fear 
"She will awake—I have no fear," and then 
Ire would add in a whisper, "she will bring 
me an answer."

»To be euntlnaed.)

•.THitE^, YfeABS OLD.

blue eye« to sec thrllubt, 
Little «oh hands dimpled and white. 
Little round ckrt io hear tho birds slog, 
Lipa, mamma says, like rose« in sprint?, 
Little bead plotting mlecblof each day. 
Little feet running every way.
Now If you think there’s more J tan do, 
Walt if you please, till I grow big as you.

necessary as forming centers and rallying 
Kinta for the spiritual and liberal hosts, 

th for the purposes of Instruction and 
growth, and to resist the despotic tenden
cies of the church power, and organic action 
necessarily implies headships or centers, 
but not leaderships.

Il Is true we have at present no national 
organization or headship, but-such will be
come a necessity ero long. We have, how
ever, Stale, associations and local societies 
In a very Imperfect state, which we should' 
seek to improve and perfect. Our periodi
cals and publishing houses are important 
and Indispensable centers or local points, 
from which emanates light on all the 
B.es of Spiritualism. Hut we want no 

erships, no popes, to tell us what to be
lieve. and to damn us for disbellevingA

Detroit, Mich. 8. B..McCracken.

James .West was detained at work later 
than usuai one night and took-a late train 
which led to the little suburban cottage 
where his family dwelt. As iie hurrjed 
along he'know tho children must be all 
asleep and his good Mollie would be waiting 
for him with some warm suppeV.

He started, for when ills eye fell upon the 
cottage, he thought he saw a fiaine above 
the little gabol roof; when ho looked again 
he saw the light was too ¡Kilo for fire, and 
yet there was no moon, nor could It have 
made so strange an appearance had the 
moonlightiven streaming upon the house. 
Ills heart gave a quick bound, then stopped, 
as, on coming nearer, he saw distinctly, the 
outlines of a human form robed In white, 
and emitting 4 light like the halo around 
tho saints \seen in pictures. Tho form 
moved toward him; his fear, or first shock 
vanished, and ho stood looking at the beau
tiful being as slowly moving through tf;o 
air the figure approached him. "Edith, my-, 
long lost sister!" He could say no more; J 
but a sweet voice fell on his ear, and ttit» 
accents fell like thi>murmur of 
that flowed near ths )r<<uie,of 
hood. I

“Not lost, dear brotlier’; < 
better, brighter world. Take good 
my little Pearl."

Some time later heentored tlv cottage and 
said not a word-of what he had seen.

CHAPTER V.
Janies West had been carefully trained by 

his mother and given such education as her 
limited means would allow ami Bini been 
apprenticed to a master mechanic. When, 
after having become somewhat skillful, he 
bad wearied, and seeking his fortune in a 
distant land, had hastily bado his mother 
and sister Edith "good-bye." Ho joine*l<ho  
gold seeking pilgrims to Australia.' Wheh 
he returned, no vlstage remained of his 
homo, and he could learn nothing of the 
fate of Ms mother and sister. He left his 
nntive town, and having married when 
abroad, brought his family to live near the 
large city where he could find employment 
in his trade—for this had never been-Yor- 
gotten and in his pioneer life ho had been 
wont to exercise his skill on every bit of 
nice work to be "done. Only one sorrow 
dimmed his life; tho memory of his loved 
ones, and that he had not kept trace of them 
in all his wanderings. Bat those who know 
the struggles, heart-burnings, home-alck- 
nesj, hopes and fears of the’ gold-seekers’ 
life, will not wonder that they are somo- 

• times so long silent. James West "iv^s a 
g^od, honest, f&irless fellow, religious(aher 
the sweet training of his mother) without 
superstition and-always just in his dealings 
with his fellow men. What had he to fear 
from the visitations of spirits? What had 
he to make him tremble at tho sight of a 
spirit form? Nothing; so he pondered on 
the visiop long after his faithful wife slum
bered, and then fell asleep in full hope and 
belief that he had seen his angel sister.

Mrs. West was of different nature from 
her husband; like tho wives of many of tho 
pioneers In tho new land, she was strong,, 
active and full of loving, practical impulses 
and withal an excellent housekeeper. But 
her temper was not always oven and she had 
one overpowering yveaknoss, a superstitious 
fearef whatever was unusual oi mysterious, 
nor religion was djho sternest kind, yot 
it had no dealings wthTTiO othor world "until 
wear<dead and'gone there we «hail know 
nothing.” -

So when his heart was full of tho new 
light which bad enmo to his mind froifa the 

. vision of tho night previous, James West 
could not talk to hi» wife, for he knew tlmt 
it would only disturb and irritate her; but 

. ho gave little Pearl a tender kiss in the 
morning, and gave her a long, long look» 
tracing ali the time tbe lineaments of his 
lost^lster ifnd wondering he had not noticed 
it before.

And how could ho have noticed In that 
.little pinched face nnd those' wild wiered 
eyee the rosy face of his happy sister! .

And how could be know that the form 
shriveled and wom.encasod in tbe few faded 
shreds and lying dead in a d|mly lighted 
and cold garret was—O? the thought was 
too painful. , k—7 \

"Motherrforgive mtr-say to me that you ____
bless me; I could not know,” he would mur-4-whatT

the stream 
their child-

only born lido a 
ike good caribo!

BOOK REVIEWS.
BEYOND THE VEIL —Poalhutnou»

Paschal Beverly Randolph, aided by 
Swedenborg «nd other«, through tho 
France« 11. McDougall and Luna Hutchinson 
!2mO4 pp. !>. M. Bennett, publisher, New 
York. Price, ll-to For «ale by the Rklioio- 
PRILOSoritlCAL PoiH.iautN«» HofBS, Chicago. 
The mechanical appearance of this book 

is superior to any other yet issued from 
the press of Its publisher. As to its con
tents, those who have read 1’. B. Randolnh’a 
writings, while living, will recognize Ids 
strong Individuality in these pages. Ills 
style was peculiar, untrammeled by con
ventional methods of expression, nnd prone' 
to take such wild nd fantastic leaps that 
it would be difficult to successfully imitate. 
Erratic, volatile, id to the last degree un
reliable; at tin) a medium, at others de
nouncing mediufnship: yielding to tempta
tion, and ll»e) reaching the highest mor- 
aliry.-’rr-l fore Ills death lost the re- 

"«wrrTJnSplrituallsts, who inourned over 
the wreck of tire splendid Impresslonai na
ture that lie posses ed. Passages In Ills' 
writings have great intrinsic value, but 
they are Immersed In stlch a wHdwajte of 
fancies, conjectures, and Irrelevant matter, 
that their value is lost. Exactly the same 
criticism mav be passe*!  on "Beyond-the 
Veil:” In justice to tho latter, it must be 
said, however, it is not so open to this ob
jection. Our friend has gained by the tran
sition and reverses the usual result, for he 
writes bettor through a medium than lie did 
while on earth. Of the sincerity of tho modi, 
urns there can be'no question. They are evi
dently earnest,devoted ahd willing to make 
any sacrifice for what they believe to be the 
truth. Tho inception ofJAie book wits |x>cu- 
llau As Mrs. McDmrgaTl(who is 70 years of 
age) sat writing at her home in San Mateo, 
CaL she heard a spirit voice say. "An old 
friend.” On its being-repeated, she recog
nized it then to lie from Randolph. He 
then skid. "T wish you to leave your work 
and write for me.” She finally consented 
to make a long journey to the house of Mrs. 
Hutchinson in Owen’s Vallv, Cal., and 
We the two ladies, through their uni
te*!  mediumship, indited the book under 
the inspiration of Randolph Their work 
has been conscientiously done, and they 
may justly feel proud of Its general excel
lence. The errors aro thoie the reader will 
expect in tho writings of I’. B. Randolph. 
His imagination leads him awJiv from 
fa'ts, and in scientific discussions ne uses 
generalitiea which of themselves are far 
from being apcepted as truths.

TheyvaJrtexpect Infallibility as a lest of 
spirit communion, will find many things to 
stumble over, but they /who accept such 
revelations as they do from our earthly 
sources, will Ibid their faitli strengthened 
by tho Individihdjty frhich reveals itself 
in every sentence.

work of 
Emanuel 
minds of

Magazines.

Masonic JKWEj/for January (A. J. Wheel
er, Memphis. T/fin). This nurahcr-as usual 
comes to us la*\n  with articles of interest.

The, Radical Review for February) 
(Benj/R. Tucker. New Bedford, Mass.) Con
tents: The Decline of Churches; Musings 
upon Deity; Work and Wealth; The Ethics 
•of Jesus; To a Man about Town: A 'Re
proach; Chauncey Wright; Some Consider
ations iii Ethic«; The RtMrolutlon; System 
of Economical Considerations; Hold and 
Silver as Standards of Value; The Flaghint 
Cheat in Regard to them; The Martyr’s Vis
ion; Current Literature; Chips frohi my 
Studio.

bjmsMf until at last the answer

> CHAPTER VL >---
There was a suppressed commotion In tho 

home of Jamee Weet^ His wife had gather
ed All the children into the kitchen, the far
thest from the little room where Pearl was 
—sleeping—or dead—or Something. For 
there ahe lay, a faint tinge suffusing her 
cheek, her eyelids dosed, her body gently 
warm; yet no breathing nor pulsation visi
ble: Her faoe was al|*aglow  with some In« 
wajdllghUyet she spoke not: and thus she 

. hidjremained for three days and nights.

Leadership in Spiritualism.
Mr. Editor:—I agree cordially with the 

tnatti conclusion of your article In your is
sue of the 26th ult, entitled, "A Leader
ship in Spiritualism.” ‘ Spiritualism is 
manifested in many varying phases of 
thought and fact, and to talk'about a single 
leader that shall draw the reins over these 
different phases, would be the helghth of 
absurdity..

There are, however, representative per
sons tn<he varipos phases, as there are, in 
fact, of all ajeertamed truths, whose posi
tion it is proper to recognize. Swedenborg 
was of the Spiritualism
which brought/ to the attention of 
the v modern Spiritualism
Davis in presentative in one chan
nel, B ii in another. Olcott or Bia: 
vateky/fiJ unothor. Home in another, Mrs. 
Cora Lchmond in another. Peebles in 
anotb Stebbins in 'another, Watson, 
Slade nton, the Eddys, Wallace, Mans
field, e, Lizzie j)bten. Dr. Crowell.and
others, ldxRber phases. Under the various 
¡»bases of Spiritualism are comprehended

• ‘ termed something of its eth
ics, and bile tbe spiritualistic world will 
be glad to recognize all worthy exponents 
of these various phases, as persons fitted 
to face them in a clear light for the compre
hension of all, each Individual will insist 
•upon being his own judge and leader in 
making up his or her 'estimate of each.

Bdt while In ethical Spiritualism we do 
not want, and cannot from the nature of 
the case have, a leadership, in organio Spir
itualism, wo do want,' and- must have, 
a leadership. This is nece-aary as a means 
of presenting the various phased of ethical 
Spiritualism for the consideration___________ of the 

them tbe beat means 
them, 
teach- 

Splrltuallsm is

' Letter from T. B. Clarke.
• ■ 1 , •

Bro. Bundy:—I have carefully packed, 
and nhall mall to you this 1st day of Janu
ary, W(*;two  boxes of dowers picked in the 
open air. I do\thls from pure cussedness, be
cause It will only make you detest your hor
rible climate more and more. This day, while 
you shiver in Mie cohl, we are luxuriating 
in the balmy atmosphere of, to you, a merry 
day! • On every side in our land the balmy 
air, the green growing grass, the opening 
fragrant (lowers, are singing of their divine 
author. Two hours Just spent walking in 
the grounds of one of our deluded free
thinkers, also in company of one of your 
firae-sufferers—talking of the new life, has 
been a kind of foretasteof that spirit home. 
We realized the joy,, the glory of liberty; 
thought after thought seemed to explode, 
and.hrAts halo we backed until the very 
air seemed of a higher sphere. Our heaven 
ha<l no walls: far in tho distance lav tho 

."(¡olden (¡ate of the Pacific;" In our back- 
ground tho rolling hills in their green 
blankets; all about our feet (lowers on 
Howers, the product of every clirne’ All 
seemed a -fairy scene, and yet it was all of 
earth; only. California with three souls, 
talking of heaven and eartli as realities, the 
one as much as the other! These few 
flowers are but specimens of the ten thou
sand, all speaking of and praising God as 
we walked up and down amid the beautiful 
«rounds. -1 know they will come to you 

ke the worn soldier with manv a scar. I 
trust, liowawr, there may be enough of the 
beautiful left, tho spirit, that shall sing of 
California’sbeautiful clime.

I could repeat those old. stale words. " A 
'Happy New Year!” But -to me a living 
.Spiritualist, to whom blessed be God every 
day. has its duties, to me who has lost 
sight of otemitv in the realization that It 
is a myth, that eternity Is only to-day and 
all tliei*  over can be, is the present. I can 

* pse a better expression by saying, "Press, 
on and Tieaven will give von heaven, day by 
day. Why long fur; why seek heaven, 
while on every side hell stands waiting for 
heavenly messengers? Can there be a great
er op|»ortunity for becoming an lULgcl than 
is open all about us?, (s death otHhe body 
a necessity, that wo can become angels? 1 
think not; and to -ino I can see millions 
now praying to bectyne angitis, that will be 
as far from th()Ai when -death lifts closed 
the earthly toil, as they are this day.

Yours for 187ft,
T. B. Ci.arke.

San Francisco, Cal. - V

nn arbitrary master, whether king or caliph, 
a papal see, an " unwritten law," or a "sac
re*!  tradition," that people is enslaved.—N. 
fí. HritUiik' i . /

In the middle agar -Säten constantly/ 
grown. A dwarf at first, so small at the ini 
(reduction of the Gospel that ho hid him
self In tho swine; in the year 1.ÍXM» hebe-, 
comes great, ami in the thirteenth and four
teenth centuries he was so large that he 
wrapped tho world In darkness, and held it 
under his black sha/low.—Jf/cAZef.

Belief In the supernatural (spiritual) is 
the special tlifilculty of une timo; denial of 
it is the form of all assaults bn Christianity, 
anti yet that acmitance of it lies at the root 
not only of Chretian.ty, but of all positive 
religion whatever.—tJutiut.

Mrs. Partington remarks that a Tow 
persons now-a-days suffer from suggestions of the brain.

An Irish Judge said to a condemned priB- 
0,ir.r’ " You are ,,e hange«!, and I hope it 
will prove a warning to you."

« When you see a woman standing on. a 
kitchon chair, looking up at a raggixl hob
in the plastering, while she holds a hammer 
in her right hand and her left thumb in her 
mouth, there Is your chance for a candid 
opinion nVout.the nail works.

The Queen's Maidsof Honorare all grand-*  
\IAughters of peers who are not beFow the 
rank of Earl, that being a nine </ua non of 
eligibility for the position. They receive 
<2,(X)0 a year, and if they marry the Queen 
presents them with 85,000.. Each is on dutv 
«bout two months in the year. .Sincethe 
Prince Consort's death they have had it 

•dreadfully dull time of it. Manv of these 
ladiesliave remained on until phaLfifty.

A Man’sdearest object shouhl Im-his wife, 
but. alas, sometimes it is wife’s wardrobe

An orator' declaring that fortune knockeil 
at eybry man’s door once, an Irishman Baid. 
" W hen she knocked at mine I must have 
been out."

WEmet.in Michigan a benighted, cadav
erous preacher, who had labored all his life 
n a northern back settlement, until becom- 

Jng ambitions lie fell himself called to tho 
great ally jis a missionary. Among the many 
questions he asked was, " Hów Is It up thar. 
do they have many profane swearers and 
anti Sabbath breakers up'Giar?”.

“Well, Father Brown, how did you 
like my sermon yesterday ?” asked a young 
preacher. Ye. see, parson," was the reply. 
”1 haven't a fair chance at them ftermofis 
of yoiirn. I’m an old man now, and-have k» 
set nutty well back by the stove; anti there's 
old Miss SmlthJn Widder Taff, ’n Mrs. Bv- 
lan's darters, IrNabby Birt. 'n all the rest 
setting In Jront of me with their mouths 
wide open, a swallerin’ down all tho best of 
the sermon; ’n *«iat  gets down to me is 
putty poor sluff, parson, putty I poor sluff!" 
®Tins anti thaónlkj^bo right ¿nd true, but 
public opinion says wtf.musl riot du it. We 
must act an I walk in nlLpolnte as it pft- 
scribes, or we shall-be lightly esteemed; 
certain tnuulhsful ol articulate wind will 
be thrown at ilv.and this, what mortal cour
age can front''"—f^irlyle. f

. body..............lormlng th. iwwt powarfui rxnadtal foe th.

R. P. HALLE
LVÄN0-ELECTBI8
PLASTER.

They- are Warranted _-»* a Q-MM

International Hotel,

Items of Interest—(Jem.«« of Wit nn<l Windom.

Ideas make tlyiir way in silence like thii 
waters that, filtering behind the rocks of the 
Alps, loosen,them from the mountain on 
which they rest.—PMufttyne.

A sympathetic person is placed In the 
dilemma of a swimmer . among drowning 
men. who all catch at him, and if he gives 
so much as a leg or a linger they Will drown 
him.—Kmcryon. .

A Cincinnati paper says: ".Steady all the 
Bibles which were put up In tho cars and 
waiting rooms of the various trunk lines 
have lieen stolen. Tho racks In which they 
were placed, being permanently fastened to 
the wall, were not taken." Bad people around 
Cincinnati..

This Is true on all our Rail cars; vacant 
Bible racks are the rule. How the book Is 
loved!

The Spiritual Philosophy is ever calling 
mon and women to a higher, purer life, to a. 
nobler, sweet« existence, to manly, self-re
liant Individuality of character, freed from 
the restrictions of musty sacred creeds and 
moulderkiglioly books; freed from the bane
ful 1«. fluence of mitred prelates and pomp
ous bishops: regarding all good books as 
guides and helps; all good men and women 
as Inspirers*  and teachers; all codes of 
thought, assistants, monitors; the human 
reason and the human conscience, the only 
arbiters between theinjespectlve claims and 
merits, decisive of the'*  good; the puji, the 
true, the.right.—Coleman,

The desk of Spencer, the bank «windier, 
is said to have contained as assets, a certifi
cate of membership of the Young .Men’s 
Christian Association, and a prescription 
recommending a teaspoonful of soda in a 
glass of milk before, breakfast for a sour 
stomach. Quei'y: What relation has a sour 
stomach to the Y. M. C. A.? IsSpehcerCdn- 
Bidered an exemplary member?

What consistency or justice is there In 
exempting a church costing hundreds of 
thousands«»! dollars from a* hi Io a'
morl 
are trying 
mora'kleasi! 
lant tax ga

The Supreme l’owER.-r-There can be no 
higher human authority than the will of a 
great people lawfully expressed. Here, in
deed, is the ultimate source of all powers, 
and all legitimate governments have been, 
are now, and will forever remain, buUthe 
creatures "of Che-people. This doctrine is 
qnite too.democratlc to be dangerous to lib
erty. It is fundamental in our system of 
Kvernmer.t, and inseperably from a true 

mocracy. The New York Herald makes 
both the (ex ¡cripta and the unwritten law 
superior to the people. This jstlie fatal mis
take of exalting tbe thing created above the 
higher power that determines its existence. 
This mischievous,error is at the very foun
dation of all the spiritual and political des
potisms of the world. The law-making pow
er is something higher and more substantial 
than mere-traditions, and the somewhat 
mystical provlsk of -the lex non ncrlpta. 
Tbe power in the Is enthroned above 
the constitutions of States; It
is greater than all legislative bodies and le-*  
gal enactments. Tbe ordinances and edicts of 
all governments, whether civil or ecclesias
tics!, are essentially and of right ought to 
be, subordinate to. tills more than kingly 
power, The WiWt and the high
est tribunal, aru nts of this su
preme authority. t ¡People have

exempting a church costing hundred« of 
’’___ *_  ‘ ''••".I A'hileu
a cd farm on which nriest\ workers 

ig hard to ek a iivl , is re- 
y looked a r by the er vigi- 

. tax gatherer?
1 1 V
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FLOWER-'VEGEfABLE Í

I. tho m«Mt beautiful work of th. kind In th world, it cantal m nrarlr \9> p«<e.. Iiumlrtd. of tltHt III ration», an«1 ir*  t bromo /Til/« qf t loirrri, beautifully drawn and colored ...---- '-»jyapercovmlli.W In elegant
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Á Defense of Physical Mediums.

Asa friend and^mirer.of^Thomas Haz
ard and N. B. Wolre4 in .their pï^tfsgworthy 
defense of physical mediums, in ^lo 
recent denouncement and disclosures made 
of some of that phase, I fe^l constrained to 
write my sentiments and ideas on the sub- 

No one more 
misdoings anil fi

question arts«!, are not the Spiritualists to 
blame themselves for the evident results of 
their own spiritual gluttony or greediness. 
If I may call it so. Leta phvsicaiMnedium 
bo “yer so honest and straightforward in 
the pursuit of his or her esjiecial profession, 
hectored to death 'by “test ¿urttore," found 

, fault with bv fanatical phenomonallsts, who 
never satisfied with the testa or results 
received at the medium’s stance the last 
time, come expecting to, arid displeased if 

' they do not, get something far ahead of 
what they ever had Itefpre, Is It to be won
dered that tho negative, sensitive, sympa
thetic instrument in the hands of spirite in 
and out of the body, should, driven to the 
wall, at failure to produce the desired test 
honestly,resort to artificial aid?

Unconsciously controlled and- psycholo
gized by the positive will of tlie teal hunter. 

"*is  it strange that he shoujd perform the 
wishe<l for manifestation himself?

TIpMKbove applies to those, who. really 
goal mediums, are discover«! tricking.

Now regards the doings of another class, 
those by far in excess, the “frauds," their 
success in imitating and. bringing into dis- 
repute the real phenomena, may also be 
laid at the door of the enthusiastic "test 
hunters." Not sallsfle«l with the few but 
true manifestations given through the 

. genuine mediums, forgettingDmt-materiali
zation. as the blghesUWiase of 'the physical 
order, is only-to be reached by gradual de
velopment, and not likely to bi*  possessed bv 
those who have not had the lesser physical 
delnonstrations, also that .mediums can 
never excel in more than one’particular 
phase, attracted by the advertisement of 
some unknown “Doctor or Madame" who 
has “spirits seen with the medium in full 
view, they forsake the tried and proven 
true medium to starve for lack of patronage 
and flock, like geese in a line, to the "Doctor 
or Madam’s" circle, countenancing and en
couraging them in their imposture. Soori, 
however, the so-called medium is exposed, 
and finding tliey have been "gulled.’ with 
their feathers plucked, the geese slip back 
and shelter themselves under the wings of 
the old true medium. .The consequences 
aro, both in the case of real mediums ahd 
bogus ones being exposed, well known and 
established mediums are called upon and ex-: 

- peeled to lick up the slops or mess made by 
submitting to teste or investigation by.tes'l. 
commutes, before the faith in physical me-' 
diurne can be restored. Why- should tills 
beso? .

In any other’ profession, when one of a 
« class misbehaves or ta>xposed In some dev

iltry. ar* h^:fellows in the same business 
compelled to^tear the brunt of his error, 
and by suffering forced to counteract the 
baa ImpreMidn the other made? When an 

. editor oç a minister is denounced as a ras
cal, are the other ministers in • good staud-

• mg called upon to submit to the Investiga
tions of a “t«t committee" before the pub
lic will patronize them?

And the quaatioa comes up, what la a test? 
Is there any recognized authority as to what 

. constitutes a test? What would bea test td 
one man Would not -be to another. In the*  
investigation and search after.the proof of 
the truth of Spiritualism, each one must 
have a personal experience -before tliey can 
become “knowers,' not believers. As in a 
court of justice,-<rhat Some one else says 
he has seen or heard, is not accepted as evf- 
dence on the point at issue. No two per
sons being organised alike, each one looking 
Urom his or her own Individual stand-point, 
-every pne having his or her peculiar idea 
what a test constate of, how can it be ex
pected that a medium can satisfy every one 
on that point? An Englishman, on being 
referred to Prof. Crookes, as an authority on 
Spiritualism, replied: “Oh, Mr. Crookes is a 
good enough chemist, but I do not consider 
film any more capable of judging as to the 
truth or falsity of Spiritualism than Tam.*,  
And such is the fact; each one must lnvea- 
liKato and judge for him or herself on this’ 
subject, for no one will be convinced on the*  
testimony or evidence 
matter what 
Again as to 
lne into the merits of ___ ______ ,
town, as a correapondent proposed in your 
columns lately,—who are to appoint Uieae 

. committee*»-and.what  proof have wethat 
they are coinpcteut to pass Judgment on 
medium»? Are they not apt tobe influenced 
by personal motives, or prejudicial likes and 
•iniikes, as the Judge« in our court» even 
are? Breid« as I said before, who shall- 
My what constitutes test conditions at ma
terializing •¿ancre Y Seme say. the medium

• secured in tho cabinet beyond a doubt. Yet

the electric circuit of Cra^kerMRftroineter 
confining Miss Cook did not convince MY. 
Tyndall of the reality of tho spirit Katie 
King, for. says the “test! hunter ’ she may 
have had sonie way of. releasing herself 
without disturbing the connection. Pill a 
medium in a-lwrrel and leave the hunghole 
Kn he can breathe, and if the manirrela-

is go on. some fool will shy ho cqpieoutof 
the hunghole. Another says, have the medi
um seen at the same time us the spirit. Wwl. 
that takes place, and the skeptic hints tn*  
possibility of trapdoors and confederates! 
Were a mediunj to set out in an open comA 
mon. and n spirit, to show itself, some (oef 
would say a pit had been dug Just thw 

.and a man concealed iuQt to play spirit. 
Thus, trying to please pvmwbody, riotmdv !s 
Disused, while plowing. yVmrself or your 
guide, who known best what yrill give the 
best general satisfaction, you please, some
body. To continue. why Is it that physical 
mediums are run on so? Why4s it never 
suggested that mental mediums be tested? 
Are they any less liableXq. deceive than 
physical mediums? No ot*|ever  hints as 
to the possibility of decepnffn !n the pro
duction of trance lectures, test descriptions, 
Inspirationally written -Ethics." “Spiritual 
Teachings.” and other mental manifesta
tions. Oh. no, those are .accepted for what 
they purport to .be, and no question is raised 
as to tho probable manner or means by 
which they are produced, the evidence of 
their genuineness being np;»arehVon -the 
face of them, while the witnessing of mar
velous physical demonstrations, yes. thebe
holding of recognizable materialized forms 
from that of an infant to an Old-man; un
der reasonable test conditions, is cavilled at 
and criticised.

Why should the physical power*  be test
ed any more stringently or severely than 
the mental? The evidence and proof 
fiven in both phases are of equal value ami 
mportance. - Without tho physical* phe

nomena to substantiate the philosophy, 
Spiritualism would be a mere theory or 
doctrine with no demonstrable facts to sup
port it as a science; and what stronger de
monstrations take place than these in the 
dark circle? Many discountenance physi
cal manifestations and particularly those of 
the dark circle, saying, they are gross and 
crude, and low In their origin, which idea, 1 
take to be unproven, fallacious, and.eron- 
eous. Is it al all likely that loworunde-

i than myself deplores veloped spirits are'eapable or would have 
______o___ _ 'arse conduct of several the interest of humanity sufficiently al 
y good physical mediums, but looking ^ear*  *” .....  •----- -*  —•—
heir deeds’ In vr'chnrftable light, tho wand • CntrUnAll.*-  __

e one else, no 
or experience. 
Hew to exam
ums dn every

, irt to study theisubtile laws of nature, 
.nd bv spiritualcpi&mlstry producephenum- 

’ena that baittrirTno in cans of the ninteenth 
century ?

Far from it. Then why should the grad
uate of Oxford, who was once glad to attend, 
but is now above dark circles, denounce 
them as pest centers and places of buffoon
ery. Does he disapprove ot the student of 
electricity silling in the dark to witness the 
lesser phases of that science? 
man has learned to read, should 
discard and «lo away with the blocks frqm 
which he and others learnt the alphabet? 
Again, if the medium through whom he is 
now getting such wonderful “Psychograph
ic" tests an«l foiin manifestations, had not 
commenced by sitting in the dark, could he 
ever have developed his present powers? I 
know these questions arc; pertinent, bat 
they are to the point. Let any'medium of 
recognized physical powers have the" same 
conditions with select, honept. friendly in
vestigators, as Aft had about him, and ho or 
she will equal. If not excel the beat given 
Set. Then why abuse and discountenance 

n«e giving the best possible results before 
a promiscuous public audience? Who 
makes the most rohverts, tho public or pri
vate professional medium? The Bitters 
make or mar their own manifestations; m 
the prevailing feeling of the company is, so 
will the results be; and. like attracting like 
by an imdevialing law. low and malicious 
spirits will only come to those who are on 
tne same plane.'

In conclusion I would advise and recom
mend investigators to treat physical medi
ums, not only as human beings with feel
ing?, but as sensitive, delicate Instruments, 
handling them carefully and kindiv, not 

•roughly as mere tools fortheir own selfish 
uses, and keeping them keen and untarnish
ed fn the lirightness of their susceptibility. 
they will find that - noble results may be at
tained through their service.

To Spiritualists I WQuld say. sustain by 
your sympathy and patronage those medi
ums who have stood the test iff time;caus
ing thtqu to feel oontented with the powers 
they honestly have» not complaining be
cause new anti greater developments do not 
come faster at the wish.thereby compelling 
the mediums to-resort to artifice to gratify 
them'with tests. • I also would warn them 
not to encourage and countenance every 
upstart ‘•Doctor’’ or “Madame" that, like 
mujhrjwms. spring up of a sudden, never 
hearalell at or seen before, advertising the 
strongest powers, for they soon fall flat, and 
leave a mess for the true mediums to clean*  
up. Thus they will clear the field of the 
weeds that bring discredit.on the cause, and 
furthering the efforts of the real workers 
that bring forth good fruit and advance 
the true science of life.

"Golden Pen.;
'The above- letter, written by a well 

knowu,:md talented medium, ably presents’ 
from a professional stand-point, the busi
ness or commercial side of a very interest
ing question, about which there has been 
much discussion, and on Which U>e Relioio- 
I’liiLosbrmcAL Journal has taken strong, 
and decided groipm. Our correspondent 
not only uses a “.golden.pen," but a facile' 
one, and we are free to confess, has made 
a powerful plea, leaving little, if anything 
to.be added upon his side óf tho question.

He seems U\advocqto that a medium with 
established reputation, need not be-subject
cd to test conditions,' and falls to sle why 

-physical mediums should be subjected to 
tests more .than trance, clairvoyant etc. 
We fully agree with his criticism on “ test 
seekers " and “ wonder hunters.''

They truly have been one cause of the 
frauds we have from time to lime been 
called upon to expose. There is, however, 
Eher cause equally conducive to this re- 

and that is the'unwillingness ot those 
claim to be true mediums to submit to 

teat conditions.
It is sheer folly to talk about sensitive

ness And delicate feelings being injured 
in this matter. We never heard of Prof. 
Crookes*  mediums complaining of his most 
rigid testo, or D. D. Home being insulted 
by earnest inquirers?

UiSlden Pen starts .off jn the very first 
sentence of his article with the inference 
that ^writes fully as much In defense of 
Mr. Hazard and i)r. Wolfe in their oouroe

of defending physical mediums, as he'does 
to defend tho mediums themselves. Wç 
claim to be equally friendly to those gentle
man. We admire the kind heart.' the gentle 
spirit, the great charity of Mr. Hazard. We 
also admire Dr. Wolfe fur his social quail- 
ties, but thakwhich most attracts us to him 
in connection with the science of spirit com
munion, is Ills perfect adaptation. for the 
duties of a critical and trustworthy oliserv- 
er of physical phenomena Dr. Wolfe has 
indeed proved himself the friend of physical 
mediums, not, however, by accepting the 
medium’s conditions as those under which 
he would investigate, but by arbitrarily In
sisting on his own conditions, and those, 
such as rendered fraud impossible and his 
data perfectly trustworthy,. ’

No medium was ever put to more crucial 
tests than was Mrs. Hollis during her sever
al engagements with Dr. Wolfe, who em
ployed her time at his own residence for 
thirty-two weeks extending over a period 
of„twe years, a record of which-appears in 
-.Startling Facts in Modern Spiritualism" 
Dr. Wolfe Is one of thq keenest, shrewdest 
and mos(Ç critical investigators living; a 
man in whose preserve the slljtytest attempt 
at evasion or deception would be dangerous 
in the extreme; his demands for test condi
tions were most exacting and sometimes al-- 
mast exasperating to the ordinary observer, 
yet it would appear from Dr. Wolfe’s pub
lished account that Mrs. Hollis- never ob
jected, but cheerfully aided him in every di
rection. seeming to fully realize the import- 
anee and Justness of all Dr. Wolfe’s require
ments. N*or  can we see reasons why any true 
medium Bhould feel sensitive over-the Im
position of crucial testó. 1} would seem that 
in the present state of affairs they ought In 
self-justification to'demand them. Because 
they have submitted once does notin itself 

’prove the genuineness of a single manifest
ation, which occurs when they have not 
submitted. The value of any phenomenon 
Is In the certainty of its genuineness. In 
the public circle^ of physical mediums, 
when tho conditions are those required oy 
fraud every manifestation may be genuine, 
and yet haw no scien’ific value.

Nowit is claimed that these manifesta
tions are for tho express purpose of giving 
positive and satisfactory demonstrations of 
Spiritualism. Under tho present method 
they almost always fail, and will, until accu
racy and certainty take the place of eager 
wonder-seeking. There is no sense in mik
ing as though the suggestion of a test was a 
question of the medium’s honesty. Tho 
physical phenomena aro outside the ordi
nary facte, almost, unbelievable. It/is the 
office of the medium to establish them; he 
receives pay for so doing; under what con
ditions? Under such conditions as will satis
fy the one who pays his money, if reasona
ble. I-et us see how physical circles are 
sometimes managed. The cabinet and me
dium are casually examined, and the medium 
takes his spat. The sitters either actually 
or tacitly pledge themselvos not to move 
from their scats and to obey tho rules. The 
light is turned down by an assistant, too 
low for the sitters to see anything clearly 
and yet not so low as to conceal the move, 
ment of any one in the circle. Then music 
is ordere^ to produce harmony, but unfor
tunately, (for tho investigator) this defeats 
the sense of-hearing.. The spirit material
izes, moves and-vanishes so rapidly nothing 
can be determined with certainty. We ask 
what do such manifestations prove? Noth
ing! J ' .

’•What would bo attest ?" In many ways 
test conditions can be instituted,^uch con
ditions as shall obtain the sanction anil com-, 
•píete endorsement of every intelligent In- 
vesHgatqr, and render tho statement- con
cerning tho phenomena occurlng under such 
conditions impregnable to every assault, ablo 
to withstand the meat critical analysis. We 
do not at this time care to occupy space by 
stating in detail what such conditions should 
be in our opinion? it not being necessary.ln 
these commenta. We will, however, say’ 
that the examination by a commltteeCchosen 
by the audience or otherwise) of a fixed and 
immovable cabinet, together with an exami
nation of the clothiiig of the medium, does 
not give fraud-proof conditions, and Is of 

"very Utt lo’consequence; such examinations 
will be allowed, and indeed anxiously court
ed by the prestidigitator. We will remark 
en passant that the most conrtacinp test 
conditions are those which may be imposed 
with a movable cabinet for the use of the 
spirits -only ; the medium sitting in the room 
with the audience. And we are happy to see 
that mediums are now déveloped In whose 
présence suqh conditions are possible.

Would we have a special investigating 
oommittee? Emphatically, no; we would 
have every Spiritualist such a committee 
and'when he visits a medium, if that medium 
decllnwloait unless allowed the conditions 
of fraud, to at once refuse to ait in Such a 
stance. It is the Spiritualists and investi
gators more than the mediums, who are to 
blame. It is because test conditlons-can 
be escaped through sympathy or ^cheek" 
that fraùd is possible. •' ’

If the temptation*  to rascality is half as 
great as our correspondent says,—and we 
believe he does nofróvenlraw the picture-- 
mediums should be happ/ to impose on 
themselvos such conditions as shall bold 
lhem in the path of honesty and rectitude; 
it may be unpleasant to be accused even UV 
directly of. dishonesty, and for that very 
reason they should dmire themselves placed 
beyond suspicion. 'Any special pleading Jn 
opposition, however good the intention with 
which It is made, to really in Ifavor of the 
frauds and mountebanks have dis
graced the name of Spirt

Our correspondent

•with the professions, and asks If "when 
one of a class misbehaves, or is exj»osod 
in some deviltry, are his fellows In the 
same business compelled to bear'pfe brunt' 
of his error, am! by suffering,’ forced to 
counteract the bad Impression the^uther 

staade?”- We would say they certainly 
have, but tho -comparison Is not a. paral
lel; there is no possibility in physical me
diumship of knowing the genuine from 
the false, except by testa, and if we aie Im- 
posed upon by profeesed mediums the ne
cessity of such testa la made the stronger.

To -tho question, ."Who makes the- most 
converts, the public or private professional 
medium,M we answer that the great body of 
SpiriDmlisto have been convinced through 
private mediumship! Why should not the 
mental phenomena be «objected to as se
vere tests as the physical! In the nature 
of things, this is impossible, but so rar as 
it can Ire done, they ccrfalnly should Im*,  but 
it must t>e remembered 'that Aey offer no 
such accurate field of observation, and our 
correspondent answers-his own objection 
when he says that "without the phyifical 
phenetolna. to substantiate the philosophy. 
SpiritualIsrn'-Wuuld be a mere theory or doc
trine with no demonstrable facta to sup
port It as a science." Then how necessary 
that therfe phenomena, if they form the 
foundation of so vast a superstructure, be 
accurately observed! Nor do we object to 
the darkness of a "dark circle’’—light may 
be an opposing force; wo object to dark
ness when It IS a condition of fraud,afid in 
no other sense so far as relates to the mani
festations. But we do most strenuously 
protest against public dark circles where 
the audience is compose«! of unknown and 
heterogeneous elements, for reasons too ap
parent to need amplification.

We lurve no."war to wage on mediums.'’ 
That would be a strange course Indeed for 
a-Journa! devoted to tho advocacy of a 
philosophy founded on -mediumship! On 
the contrary we are making every sacrifice 
in favor of genuine mediums; we are la
boring diligently protect them by wag

 

ing waf on evv/y form of deception and 
fraud" In «loi this, wo urge every Spirit
ualist and inv ¡gator to demand condi
tions such ¡is are nown not to interfere 
with manifestatlo but such as will ren
der lmposltion~nh|K>s8ibt(*,  If they willdo 
so, they will quickly weed from our ranks 
the false, and the true will gain tenfold in
fluence.

Hanging by the Thumbs in 
Jeih.

Connecticut'

this ohl
a man was

Ilafiglng. by tho thumbs, forsooth, says 
Blarkman, "is only for extremo cases,"-^o 
bb meted-out to arty one who should speak 

dlsrospectfill word to one of those brutal 
Inquisitors- Tne rack and pinion, the 
thumbscrew, and hanging by tho thumbs 
or by tho heeis constituted the pastime of 
tho "holy Inquisitors or Romo’’ to extort 

«confessions ffom their already doomed vic- ’ 
tirns/ In our own country, where ourT^' 
publican constitution guarantees security 
in our |>ersoiis and propertypand “tho right 
of trial by jury," and Is supposed to guar
antee liumano Afentmont, consistent with 
discipline and good order, to the state 
prisoners, these ¡«etty tyrants, clothed in a 
little brief authority; these lowbred minions 
who, by their organic nature«, aro relega*  
led t<AheTnqulsltorlal era,t;au assume the 
authority toinllict these barbarities, unlaw< 
fully and for unlawful purposes, upon 
whomsoever they select as the"victim of 
their caprice among the unfortunates com-' 
mitted to their care.

Legally, by what right can any official 
proceed to torluro bls victim to extort a 
confession?

Morally, is tliere any good can possibly 
'result from a resort to the unnatural and 
vindictive torture of one who. by law, is 
deprived of his lllierty, and.placed berond 
the vale of self-defense against personal 
abuse? On the contrary, will It not tend to 
make Che criminal more vile, to degrade him 
in his own estimation, and to teacli him that 
tho law of kindness and love taught by Jesus 
has no relation to tho practices of professed 
Christianity In tho present day?

Scientifically, by what legal, moral, jAys- • 
ical or any other, right, can a man who is 
spbje^t tp the full sentence or authority of 
t!hp law. in addition thereto be so barbar
ously tortured ¡is to make him "appear sick
ly an«! broken down, his spirit broken to a 
submission like that of a person in abject 
fear?" Just think of the "shock of Injury" 
theqorve centres must endure when In a few 
minutes"thosonsibllitles  give way, sickness 
at tho stomach follows, and then faintness." 
Such a shock—such teyible tension upon 
the nervous systetn, sucji unendurable tor
ture tho organisnicannever fully recover 
from. Broken in mind, broken in body.yde^ 
jectcd in splrit. and ruined in constltutlqn,- 
ho can again go forth into community, wheb. 
his term of incarceration is completed—if 
perchance he survives the effect of the tor
ture that long—to meet the cold •unchar- 
ilabloness of that Christian (?) commu
nity, through whoso Christian (?) laws ho 
has boon broken down in body ahd inin<k 
shunned and scorned by the world mound 
him, with no alternative left him but the 
poor-house, insane asylum, suicide or crime-

It Is high timo that tho humunity of this 
country should l>o awakened to tho immor
al, degrading and inhuman treatment which 
persons accused ofcrime or sentenced there
for, aro often made to endure under the 
present management and discipline of our 
prisons and jails. So far has this barbarism 
been carried, in many instances, to the ex
citing of aU the worst faculties of the crim
inal, that the self-protection of society, even, 
demands reform whereby the incarcerated 
felon may be restored to society in sound 
physical health and educated‘In tho higher 
duties of life, with the nobler qualities of 
the soul drawn o,jt to qualify him to be
come a useful member of society when once 
again sot free.

According to tho Gospel of Spiritualism, 
while it Is pYdper and right for comrtiunity 
to shield itself from tho infliction of harm 
from the cjimjjkl UriiTVrcious^C^teaches us 
to look with compassion upon the one thus 
mentally and morally diseased, and to make 
our restraining institutions something more 
than prisons—institutions to educate, re
form and elevate the poor vlctl 
cumstances, hereditary or otherW hos
pitals to cure the moral allments'bi arous
ing the better faculties.

Hanging by the tjiumbs!
State of “Blue I-aws.” where 
once liable to punishment for “kissing his 
wife on Sunday," and, business-like, cats 
were hanged for catching mice on that day, 
it appeals that some of tl.b present genora
lion are still tainted with “the sins of 
their fathers," and are importing the relics 
of barbarism from tho dark ages, when tho 
tortures of the Inquisition were most wan
tonly'and. Wickedly applied, and introducing 
them Into the discipline of tb.e prisons of 
that State. * *

Keeper Blackman, of. the Litchfield Jail, 
on one occasion tied up a prisoner by the 
name of Birmingham for the slmplo of
fense of using Improper (?) language to the 
keepers, and f/- making a noise. This terri
ble torture was also inflict*̂  upon soven in
mates by this same relic of the fifteenth cen
tury, to extort from them a confession of a 
conspiracy to break out of Jail. Blackman 
says: “It fetched them."

Following is a description of the inode.of 
punishment: , )

Tho cells in the. jail face the stone area 
where tho punishment Is inflicted, so that 
the prisoners must seo the torture and its 
effect. This is done as an example, and It 
is effectual, for no prisoner who has seen a 
man strung up has been so refractory that 
a threAof similar punishmentwill not sub
due him. -The gentlemen who knew of J,he 
use of the punishment to extort a confes
sion from the seven men said that these 
were placed in a row. one by one. Then a 
stout but small cord was tied about the 
thumb« iust below the first joint, and so 
tightened as *not  to slip over the Joint 
Then tho other end of each cord was tied 
to an iron bar, tho arms beini 
out, and tho whole weight of the 
Ing on tho joint, made the si_il.______ _
deeply Into the flesh. The tip of the toe 
was allowed Just to touch the stone floor, 
and this- only ftl-tado the agonv, for there 
Is always a drepei¥?o effort made to bring 
the Toot squarely on the floor.. This bring*  
a greater strain on the thamb-jointa The 
torture Is so Intense that the senslbllltlre 
give way, sicknesrat the stomach .follows,, 
and ttym faintness. The seven men con
fessed the plot after a few minute« of this 
torture, and would have confessed anything 
to free themselzas. Tbs keepers, although' 
they say the punishment is a slight one. 
confess that they use it only in dreperate 
case«, and that they needto uio it but once. 
The suggestion of it causes a shudder to 
those wno have suffered it Birmingham’s 

’offense was the use of impro 
and calling the keepers nam> 
punishment the healthy look 1 
Imprisoned Is gone, and he ap 
and broken down. Ills manner 
from bluster to abject submission, like 
of a person In constant fear.

How much longer shall this wrath. and 
hellish torture be meted out to the unfor------------- ------------- ,wno miu
tunate criminal to cure him of his horedi- J^ould carry tho belief in a future life with 
tery mental ailment in this our Christian ~ 
and civilized (?) -country, and.

Christian (?) State of

eing stretched, *5;  
the body, com/ d 
máll cord cutHn tha

■when
s ck

mediumship

Prof. John Fiske, one of the ablest of our 
orthodox theologians, in the North Ameri
can lleriew, says: “ 80 far as I oan Judge, I 
should say that, among highly educated peo
ple, the belief iu a continuance of conscious 
existence after dAth han visibly weakened 
during the present century”.

This is a mild way of presenting the moet 
Xnpmentous fact which prreents Itself to the 
present generation. .Dore not this weaken-7 
Ing of a vital principle on which the church 
rears Its colossal scheme of morality and 
Ml ration, merit more than a passing allu
sion? .By what right is a man entertaining 
such doubts, and rejecting the fact, of so 
UtUe Importance-in an orthodox pulpit ?

. Prof. Fiske scoffs at Spiritualism, lie 
scoffs not-because he has investigated, or 
because he knows anything.about It. but on 
general principle«, as is now made certain; 

.-he doubts the Immortality of the soui, and 
ho is not alone. If the true animus of those 
who oppose Spiritualism wap known, it 

.would»be found to proceed from the same 
source: they disbelieve in a future exist
ence. The clash of doginatic opinion has 
suddenly blown the belief of a fieryhell out 
of the world, and we are not sure but tho 

I same comparison of views and arguments 
jyould carry the belief in a future life with 
it. Never was a belief lees supported by 
fact than this church dogma; Ito nature or 
character is unknown, and tho orthodox 
definition of spirit is the beet that <p 
given of nonentity. If the dogma, for 
with the e.-yches, only adogma.be agit 
every honest person mdst become a Ml 
alist or Spiritualist. These are the oppe 
forces, and the churches stand on m: 
ground, facing both ways, and wholly -/w 
uifterstanding'the sighs which flame In the 
spiritual skies. o

Un the extremely
. ^ectlcut?

What a commentary upon tho ci 
tion whloh Christianity has developed*)  in 
the almost nineteen hundred years of Ito 
existence! What rapid strides Christiani
ty has made ft the “Hartford Colonie»" 
since the time wh^n^n man would be placed 
in the pillory for •‘splitting kindling-wood 
orjklsslng his Wife oh Sunday r - ‘

• • be

adogma.be
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-Convention of Spiritine 
rrullnU.

The \\pndrrfUl Healer and Clairvoyant, 
. Mix C. M. Mtfrrison, M. 1».

Thousands acknowledge Mm , M oh a l Ron’s un. 
pHrallvk'd succe»« In giving diagnosis l>y luck uf 
hair, and thouaand« have hern cured with magne- 
tlxcd rcruedlea prescribed by her Medical Band.

DuoNoam ht I.httkh.—Enclose lock of patten?» 
hair iMid fl.00. Glvo the najnc, age and tug.

Remedies sent by mill to all parte of the United 
State* aud Canadas

t^'Circular cui.talniog Icstlmonials'and system 
uf pr^stlcc, *cnt free on application.

Address.

A
■“The Liberals in Western Pennsylvania 
are at work. January 27th, 28lh and 2t»th, 
they held a Convention at Linesville, which 
was largely attended. It was called as a 
celebration of Paine’s birthday. and was 
largely intended; and the audience-were 
entertained .by a number of able and elo
quent speakers.

The 30tli and 3]trt, another meeting was 
held at Corry, Pa. A meeting is soon to be 
called In Titusville. A mfeling to organize 
is called in Buffalo, N. Y\ for the third 
Sunday in Feb. In Iowa It Ih pro|H«ed to 
hold a State Convention at Des Moines 
about the 7th of March. Arrangements 
are being made to organize Leagues in 
Teiqs 
r*

Sheldon Bristol,’of Almont. Mich., de
nies lira report that bls brother, a reputed 
Spiritualist, sent for an orthodox inLnlst«*, 
and renounced his belief in Spiritualism, 
just before hiadeath. Ho says:

For many «ears my brother has known 
that bis Hpirii friends were around, prompt
ing him to good unto all and to avoid all 
wrong, and/sending messages of love ami 
sympathyto him, and that they were, or 
T^njBWie cognizant of his every, act. Ho 
lirmly believed that if a person transgressed 
a law of nature, or committed a wrong-act. 
there was no power, either human or di
vine, which could pardon and save him 
from suffering the penalty attached thereto, 
but that knowledge was the true savior 
which would teach him bow to qvold the 
Cenalty bv not committing the wrong, and 

e took a lively interest in the welfare of all 
hiftnanity.

-------
Laborers in theSpirltiuill*tic Vineyard 

and other Item* of Interest.

•Sl iHlTU*i.lfTSyliltlng the city can find 
fortnUte room«, with bonrJfTit JI 00 per <hlU 
2SI Boutti Jcffcr»<h»'£teZ " /

A Tobacco Antidote, iiiaiiiifnjturvd uml 
«old by J. A. Hclpvobn .V Co., uf Cleveland, <», I« 
«dvertbed by the proprietor* In ■nolher column. 
The firm, w«- believe, I» rr«pun«R>le, «nd the rem- 
clv-l» lilgld« B|uiken of by thu»c familiar *Ub It« 
eiferte. •

lyanfuty. California, Michigan and 
t VirgifHa, and at the National Home 
robinteer soldiers Ir Montgomery. Ohio.

The ¿ped planted by religious fanatics. In 
endeavoring to override the intelligence 
and civil rights Of the jieople. is beginning 
to bear fruit. The Liberal ranks are only 
augmented bv every such,move, and it re
quires no prophet to tell what the end will 
be. The religions founded on blind, un
reasoning faith, will be swept away before 
the avalanche of thought and reason, qj» 
they advance with the stern facts of intui
tion, science and spirituality to establish 
fraternity among men. founded upon the 
never failing principles of justice.

Question:—8uu*c animate pOfte«» remarkable 
Intcfllgt-Dce; du tbrir »plrk*. after tearing the 
present form, develop Into higher condition*,ur do 
they reach thulr ultimatum here?

Answer:—They ilo^rogress In 'the Spir
it-world just as much as men and women 
do; it would be a great /error to say that 
they reach perfection upon this earth. All 
things that have life, have spirits, ami exist 
In the Spirit-world.

Question:—Do vou In •plrit-llic convene with 
one another vocally or by ImprCMlon?

Answer:—Our world Is not a silent 
worlih .We speak to each other through 
the instrumentality of the voice, ami in 
different languages.

Question:—If a pcnonMindcr grout temptation* 
commit« a wrong again at «octet)*, afterward« be. 
coming enlightened, la «orry for ,thê action, pnd 
uhder the.tame temptation again ’would not com
mit lh^» wrong, lr It necessary that he should 
enter .those darkend «pliure* after death to expi
ate his crime»* . /

Answer:—No! It is by no mean» neces
sary, because lie has outgrown the evM that 
beset himrand uf course it is not necessary 
for him to enter a place of darknessjb go 
through another lesson. <

Question:—IKmcmlxr of a circle desire* a 
b«J spirit to remmbirii lire ob»c**lon or control 
of a medium, nndl «ayïSÜi you are nut here fur 
good I command Vou In the name of G 
nona of thia earth ÏV leave this body,” 
medium u«lng the same language, excc 
luting "my hand" Instead of “body," h 
compelled to leave?

Answer:—That woulA depend 
U|x>n circumstances. If the spirit com
manded has a stronger will than the man 
commanding. he might tell him in the 
name of God to leave and he, would not; 
but if the will force of the oni desiring to 
relieve ’the otaessed medium is stronger 
than that of the spirit, then the latter will 
leave at mice. Thwinediuin must unite his 
or her will power with that of the person 
ruling. — x

Question:—Do truthful spirite ever u«e the 
hand of a medium that lying spirit« also u*o?

Answer:—Yes, but 'not very frequently.
Question:—Compliments of one who ha« read 

Dr. Wolf’s work with great Interest, to Spirit 
James Nolan, with the request that he will juk 
Marshal Ney If It be 1(0« that be came to Ameri
ca, and from tho United Staten htetcad of France, 
made hh exit from this word. . »

Answer:—It is not true that hb passetT 
to spirit-life frpru America. He died in 
France.

Question :A-C'ould notsplrlte boaaalated In com
municating Uy the use of telephones ?

Answer7:—Not with that instrument ex
actly. Spirits are trying to bring to earth a 
very sensitive instrument with which they 
will have the power to communicate more 

'readily than they have ever done before. 
No medium has yet been found sbnrganlz- 
<xl that he could bo impressed with tho 

' idea that the spirits wish to convey.
Question:—Would all men, if through life sur

rounded by correspondingly evil Influence*, act 
the same, and If so, wherein consists the differ. 
CI1C0 between the evil man and lhe good?

Answer:—I do not think that all men 
of different organization, would act the 
same under evil influences. Some are 
weaker than others and fall by the way
side; but I have tried for many years to 
know who was sinning, and where the be
ginning of sin, and I have gone clear back 
to Adam, as it were, and could see it eman
ate from him, for antenatal conditions 
form the organization with its various 
tendencies; and circumstances often force 
a person to commit some evil deed that he 
has no taste for, and an Impetuous temper
ament sometimésulrives him to do things 
that he would hot/îf he had time to consld- 
errand what'ls evil for ore man. Is not evil 
to ¡mother. Bo Task again, who is sinning,

. and where did sin begin ? ,

Kiniofc:—Wm you give the philosophy of 
g » kettle of boiling water upon the naked 
hand and not being burned?

Answer : — There are. chemical forces 
. understood by spirits, .through the Instru

mentality of which, they can keep the flesh 
from being burned, and the ancients.unJer- 
stoodfthellaws governing the same, as well 
as the spirits do.

Persons Affected with leproey mlghkjian- 
dle hot objects without suffering the least 
injury to the flesh, which had undergone a 
chemical change detrimental to the health, 
butin a.condition that they could handle 
things that were hot without being affected 
thereby in the least.

Question:—By wbu method can the heater

Svent absorption, or taking on themtelvea the-

Answer:—By bathing afterWard ih cdld 
' water and using alchohol, and by throwing 
off by strong Will power all bad-feelings — 
by being determined tocask-ft. a way from 
the body, by resolving and feeilng strong 
that the disease shall not becomo absorbed. 
Walking Inlhe fresh air Is.bénéficiât

Question:—Are there nutriment« test adapted 
for magnetic phy*leten* to feed upon?

Answer >—A vegetable diet Is much bet
ter than one of meat—no coffee, tea, tobacco 
or stimulants of any kind ¡ because of tho 
use of'these thing?,- the magnetism is steep- 

‘ ed with them, and of course that is thrown 
.1 upon the patiente and injures them more 
J thiinit benefits.

JuM. as we gu to press, too late to make a 
DOtltfe or It, the Spiritual S' it nth't for F<fi>- 
ruary, edited by E. Gerry Brown, has come 
to hand. Copies for sale at this office. 
Price 15 cents. a

The Star of Hope la the mime ofji new 
monthly paper* issued by the Esperanza 
Community, at I'rbana. Kan., at 00 cents a. 
year. It is published in the interest of Com
munism.
_^TTm Living Gospel.“ js the title of a new 
monthly magazine In the interests of Spirit
ualism And Free Thought, issued by Addi
son Ellsworth at Norwich. New York, as- 
slated by W. F. Jamieson ami Lyman C 
Howe. _ ’ . %

The Ohio Practical Farmer, Cleveland,«.». 
M. J. Lawrence, editor. Two dollar« a year. 
This is an ably-edite.l weekly Journal, espe
cially adapted to the wants of the West, and 
every way worthy of the grand stale tho 
mime of which it bears, it Is pre-eminently 
practical, and its well edited pages arc al
ways replete with,articles of seasonable 
value.

MR8.C. M MORRISON. M. D.
P.O. Box 1519. BiMtou^M*«».

üeiv 3Sdvrrtlsemeiit8.

Next Sabbath morjiing. Mrs lllchmond 
will lecture on jjxixsubjtcl: “ A Summary' 
'■of tlie religious Evidence of Spiritualism.”

Mrs. Hichmoml is delivering a course of 
lectures on the Religion of Spiritualism, 
which we shall publish In due time.

II. II. Jackson. M. D, formerly, of Chicago, 
is now establlshiNl at i:il Wisconsin street, 
Alilwuukee, Wte.

Mrs. C. J. Blade, independent slate writ
ing, medium, formerly o# this city, is now 
locat'd In Milwaukee, Win.

W. Jordon writes:- *’ I am now in the lec
ture Held; am speaking at Rockford at pres
ent. I s|»oke at Grand Rapids last week.”

Three count les in this Suite have an ag- 
gregatjipd’rn crop this year of only thirty 
eight million bushels. ’

M. T. C. Flower,ofAj’aul,Minn., writes: 
•’ I am delighted with tho manner of your 
treatment' of^fraikluleni mediums. Pass 
them around.

W o learn vjith regret that Brother Sam- 
uel Watson is In poor health; ho has done, 
and la doing, ifgreat work for Spiritualism; 
let us hope pmVho will be spared for many 
years that mfty 960 1,10 fruition of his 
untiring efforts. .

6r. G.C. Castleman is engageil for a course 
of lectures to oommencO on the 17th Inst, at 
Napoleon, Lafayette Co., Mo., where ho may 
bo addressed. In care of Charles E. Stone, 
till the 25th. • IxitWI that can in that vicini
ty turn out and have a good time and feast 
of truth and soul. •

Bro. T. B. ClArke, whole spicy and vigor
ous tetter appears in another column, has 
our sincere, though tardy thanks, for his 
good will in forwarding us tho flowers 
spoken of in his letter; had they not been 
frozen en rvuU. they would have been In 
very good condition. “ If at flret you do not 
succeed, try, try again.”

Pierce Burton delivered an addreas before 
the Boelal Culture Society of Aurora, I1L, 
Jan. 28th, on the “Nature and Possibilities 
of Social Science," which was published In 
p.tmphlet form J>y request of tho Society. 
In It he makes some strong pointe In regard 
to the hereditary transmission of Idiocy, 
pauperism, intemperance and crime, mid 
argu^the eleyiilloh of society through par
entage----- 7^*

TKc.re are persons who complain that we 
sometimes give space in noticing the move
ments of parties who are not worthy of so 
mucl\ attention, while others more .worthy 
are noVqoticed or but scarcely notlocd. at ail.- 
We hnvs no pets and wish to make no in- 
vldlduffulatinctlons. We are always ready 
and willing to publish the movements of 
lecturers and well authenticated facta of 
general Interest from all parts of the coun
try; but unless the different speakers and 
people in the different localities Interest 
themselves enough in the matter to furnish 
the facts and Informatldn, they will remain 
unnoticed, because unknown at this office. 
Short and terse reports, from all parts are 
desirable, and we trust pdr friends will see 
they are.furnished in season, that we-may 
keep our readers aware of the movements 
and doings of lecturers and mediums and 
all the Important Items of interest to the 

'9AUM of BplriChaHiiHc
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chologlcal and biological Influences than any oth
er he had met with In hla travnto. ,

In his concluding retoarks he. said that Spiritu
alism was heter In a niore healthy condition than 
at present. It was not to raise a new sect, but it 
(waa a leveling power that should demonstrate 
je immortality of the soul. It was not hla pen, 
nor "his words, that had enabled him to do the 
work he had accomplished, but the angel.world, 
that had never forsaken, him in the past. Ho had 
consecrated his life to the work, and until hla ma
teria! remains had gone dust to d and ashes to 
ashes?would he not cease 1 the glad
tldlogs of the spirit.

TI1E IMMORTAL «PIRiSr.

If only God'» children could know mork of klnif 
•n0M' 1, \ 

More of Ito hallow’J aud w'ondcrfqj poweY.
IIow quickly they all would awaken from '.blind--

¿cm \
To ace that His kingdom had come at that hour!

Dr. D. Ambrose Darlt.

Am. PEEBLKi.
* •». \ •
Hr Meria wtl^s a Grand Reception In 

•/^-»Encland.

Aa prcVfously announced, this gentleman, who 
baa been traveling for tome ttefc^te India and Af- 
rlca. In hto tour around tbeAnrld.jri last arrived 
at London, England. wbere\ho met with a very 
col^lal reception, (t a'pp<:ax» from the Medium 
and Daybreak that a^caejr largo and Influential 

' ^gathering of Spiritualists took place at the 8plr- 
Itual Institution, 15 Southampton Row, London, 
to expreaa their reaped for their distinguished 
co-worker, who has Just arrived lu England from 
Cape Town. South Africa, on his second tour 
round tho world, and It Is from that paper yec 
glean these Items.

Bcfor'o the formal commencement of proceed. 
Inga, and white the meeting was settling down. 
Mr. Burns read lettera, expressing regret al not 
being able to attend, from a number of dtotln-» 
gulabcd Spiritualist«. All of these communica
tions breathed the spirit of kindness and appre
ciation. Mr. B. Coleraaikwroto ttjzt e state of 
his health would not permit of him onor
to Dr. Peebles al the proposed recaption bu 
concluded: "Will you be good enough t*  convey 
to him my congratulations on bls*succcsaful  tour 
around the world for the second time, and say 
how much pleasure I shall M»ve Io reading an ac- 
ciunt of hla Interesting experiences' in foreign 
lands." " ’ '

Mr. J. Burns presided, and In his opening re
marks he spoke of the advantages which could 
be Conferred on tho Movement bv the hearty ap
preciation of deserving persons. No man could 
deserve better at the hands of Spiritualists than 
their beloved guest. Ite waa not onlfTntlMectu- 
aMy cultured, but he gave current Id a spiritual 
force more powerful than apoken words.

The following resolution waa thpn proposed by 
Mr. T. Shorter: •

Jletolteel, That thia meeting of the Spiritualists 
of London, publicly convened, extend the moat 
cordial welcome to J. M. Peebles on this hto 
fourth visit to London, and express the hope that 
his arrangements will permit of a lengthened 
atay lu this country.to promote the cause of Spirit
ualism In London and the provinces in his peculiar
ly able mauner, which In somo respects cannot be 
surpassed;‘and that this meeting most heartily 
oiler to Dr. Peebles fervent good wishes for Ills 
welfare and success In his future labors on behalf 
of splrljy»! truth In whatever portions of the 
earth Tii*  angel guides may lead bl tn..

Mr. Shorter said he fell honored Indeed at being 
called upon by their'chairman to propose the res. 
olutlon of the evening. The presence of their 
friend was pleasure to all: *nd  he thought that 
the present corppany, Independent of any verbal 
expression, was aufficlont to show the warm feel
ings of Spiritualists-towards the gentleman they 
had met to entertain thalx^yenlng. He was not 
only known to the Spiritualists of London,’but to 
Spiritualists of all parte of lh> world. >

Me. Everett, on being called upon to second the 
resolution, concluded by speaking most feelingly 
of the value of Dr. Peebles as a spiritual teaclicr. 
and of hla deep and tender attachment to him.

Mi»« Chandos Leigh Hunt raid she hod not 
como prepared to address the meeting, but she 
thought that education alone was not needed to 

' make one eloquemt. The presence of pr. Peebles 
wa*  sufficient to Inspire them to speak, and she ad
mire«! him for the steadfast "manner In which he 
had proclaimed the truth. She admired any man 
who had the courage to express an opinion, even 
aupposlng II was false, If he held II honestly. She 
hoped that all present would endeavor to do ps 
much aa thia gentleman bad done; and even 

• more. If they might be *o  presumptuous; at lea»t‘ 
'let them try to do_aa much In the next thirty or 

forty years, and' the truths of Spiritualism wpuld 
be better known. In a-metaphysical speech of 
great Intellectual- ability, Miss Leigh Hunt sup
ported the resolution, which was then formally 

4pul and carried unanimously, and with most 
hftkrty actlaratotlon.

Br. Peeblea, ItT-fespondlng to the good w|*hes  of 
bls (rlends, sqid did not rise for the purpose of 
making a speech, for he was so accustomed to 
hear hla vdlee that It was a rich treat to hear the 

. voices of others. He foil they were friends, and 
that was a most sacred word to him. Alluding to 
bls roaming life, Dr. Peebles said, after all, ho 
liked best tojjc In Jila library, surrounded will; 
his books and pamphlets, and to. hear thejoot 

. stepa of hi>wlfe in the room beiowy but-when he
Was loM'thafhe muat gfl again, and be gone for' 
two or three years, apd “preach the goapel" to all 
men, he could not rfeatot the command; and when 
he told his wife that he must be going, she said, 
"Well, James, N yoi^lhlnk ;ll would be better to 
go, go." And he'was sure It took a brave woman 
toaay lhaL (Hear, hear.) he had seen the magical 
eat Indian ao called magicians, aorte of 

h were moat graphically described. Ho had 
seen orte of their adepts raise a mango tree from 
a seed that he had examined and shaken. The 
man had no accomplice*  or confederates, wore lit- 
lie clothing, and performed tho feat In tho light 
on th« stroeL Haring token (he seed from a 
small bag, he placed It In the aand and made a 
circle round It. He aprinklod It with water, and 
spread*  white handkerchief over the top oi the 
whole, began to shake spasmodically, making 
p**M*  over It with hla hands and with a small 
«Uck Ilk*  a wand, with which he de^rlbed 
mor» circles in the sand, «Wn presently ho saif 
•Otaethlag pressing the hajAlkerchlef upwards, 
which, on being removed, revealed a .»mall, but 
perfect masgo lree. dn examination he found It 
a guanine tree, and haring pulled It frpm the 
aond.it waa seen that the seed had burst and had 
tad forth many rooUsto and leave«. They most 
remember that thto wee In daylight, and dot.of 
door», where no deception could be practiced; 
•nd. haring aeen thooe.thlog», he believed them 
to be genuine. He did not say how they were 
produced, whether they were materializations by 
a aplritual power or a stluUlkllng of the fore»» of 
natureerhlch Induced tho aeeda Co develop quick- 

re mda the same.« He found that 
le were more aenalUve to the pey.,

ly.bul 
the lod

À MIRACLE

As Related by the*  Falthibl Who 
Claim to have Wlfneaard It.

Dorn Thought Depend upon the

From -an account given of Laur/^lrldgcroan, 
who wa*  not only blind, but deaf and Jumb, by Dr. 
Howe, we learn Ihh Important fact that thought 
does not depend upon the sense» for Ila unfold- 
mcnL Dr. Howo says:

I found her of a well formed figure, a strongly 
maikcd nervous sagulnc temperament, a large 
and beautifully shaped head, and the whole system 
In heallbv action.’ About two weeks after her 
admission to the institution for deaf mutes, the at
tempt wa« made to give her knowledge of arbi
trary signs, by which she could Interchange 
thoughts wltb.otbers. There •«■ one oftlEft ways 
to be adopted; either to go on and build up a lan- 
Cuage of signa which she had already commenced 

ersclf, or to teach hor the purely arbitrary lan
guage Io common use: that la. to give her a sign for 
every individual thing, or to give her a knowl- 
edge of letters,-by combination of which »he might 
express her Idea of the existence, and the mode 
and condition of existence, of anj thing. The for- 

-«ier would have been easy but very Ineffectual; 
the latter s-emed difficult, but. If accomplished, 
•ery effectual. I determined, therefore, to try the 
latter.

After describing the Interesting process by 
■which lie taught her Io associate names with 
things, he goes on to »ay, “Hitherto the. process 
has been mechanical, and tho success about as 
great as Mi teaching a knowing dog a Variety of 
tricks. The poor child bad sat In mute amaze
ment, and patiently Imitated everything ’ 
er did; but now tho truth began to flash ..........
her Intellect began to wqrk;, she perceived that 
here was a way by which >he could herself make 
up a sign of anything th «as in her own mind. 
Sjf^how It to anolbet Ind, and at once her 
countenance lighted u th a human expression. 
It was no ’ong or I parrot ; It waa an Im-
mortal spirit, tfugorly seizing upon a link of uulou 
wlttrolber spirits! I could ulmori fix upon the 
moment when the truth first dawned Upon her 
mind, and spread II*  light to her countenance. I*  
saw that the great obstacle was overcome, and 
that henceforth nothing but patient persevering, 
bul^plsin and straightforward effort*  were to be

Il has becn*scertalncd  beyond the possibility o? 
a doubt, that she cannot sec; cannot fiber, and 
never exercises her sense of smell, It »ho has any. 
Her mind dwells In darkness aud rillin'-«», as pro, 
found »« that of a closed tomb at midnight. Of 
beautiful sights, and sweet sounds, and pleasant 
odors, she ha» no conception; nevertheless she 
to as happy and playful as a bird or a lamb; and 
the enjoyment of her Intellectual lacultlcs, or the 
acquirement of a new Idea, give*  her a vivid plea*,  
uro. which is plainly marked in her expressive 
features.

If she have no occupation, »be evidently amuses 
herself by imaginary dl<floques, Jr bv recalling 
past Impression»: she count*  with her flngcre, or 
spells out names of things which she has recently 
learned, in the manuaj alphabet of the deaf mutes. 
In tLls lonely self communion, she seems to rea- 
son. reflect and argue. But, wonderful a« Is the 
rapidity with )rhlch she writes ber thought*  upon 
the air, still more so l>4he cue and rapidity with 
which she reads the words thus written—grasping 
their hand« In i;era, and following every move
ment of their fingers, u letter »(ter letter conveys 
their meaning to her mind. Illa ln thia way she 
convenes with hor blind playmates; and nothfng 
can more-forcibly show the power of mind over 
matter than a meeting between them. For, If It 
require great »kill for two pantomlnilsts to paint 
their thoughts and feeling» hr the movemente of 
the body, and the expressions of the countenance, 
how much greater tbo difficulty when /lsrkncM 
enshrouds them 'both, and one can hear no sound! 
When Laura to walking through a passago-way, 
with her hands spread before nor. »io knows lu- 
stantly every one she moet*.  and pasacs them with 
a sign of recognition: but. If It be a girl of her 
owo/ge, and csneclally If it bo one of her own 
favorites, thefu to instantly a-brlglit »mileof recog
nition, and a twining of arms, a grasping of hands, 
and a swift telegraph .upon the liny tlngera.

When left alone she occupies, and apparently 
amuses herself, and «ecins quite contented; aud 
so strong seems to be the natural tendency of 
thought fo pul on the garb of language, that she 
often soliloquizes Io the finger-language, slow atid 
tedious »» It Is. But It 1« truly when alone that she 
la quiet; for, If she‘hccoiuc*  icnslblo of the pres
ence of any one near her, she 1» restless tin HI she 
can sit, close beside them, bold their hand, and 
converse with them by signs. In her Intellectual 
character, U was pleasing (o observe an Insatiable 
thirst for knowledge, and a quick perception of 
the'rdatlAn of thing». Io her moral character. It 
Is brXoUiul to behold her continued goodness, her 
keen enjoyment of existence, her expansive love, 
her unhesitating confidence, her »ymiiatlty with 
suffering, her conscientiousness, truthfulness, and1 
hopefulness.

A Zlevr Expcriiucnt.

hcr teach 
U|yn hcr:

An anonymous’corrcapondcnt »ends jfsTskys the 
Gtuphk, England.) * letter respecting an alleged 
new method of communicating with the aplrit 
worlcL'"Wc reproduce It word for word:—Sir,—I' 

.have/ made oxporlincnta which ngrytaty can re- 
peat,' and which seems conducive In favor of 
Spiritualism. The poaeibllttjr of convening with 
the spiritual world Is demonstrated In the follow
ing manlier: Tie a string to the knob of a gase
lier. or any fixed point. ' Make a loop at the lower' 
extremity of the stri/g, at about one Inch and a. 
half above the surface of a Cable placed under the 
string. Thia la all the apparatus. One person 
only, taking a pen and passing a hand (any) In the 
loon, letting thohaud rest there, the arm horizon, 
tai, not touching the table, without stlfTneaa In 
hand or arm, will see the pen (or pencil) tracing 
characters on a sheet of paper placed ortho table, 
and answer any questlop (or thought) Akcd by 
aQpther party. It <a not nevtuary to tpeak to get 
answers, and moat striking ones. It writes-In all 
longues,even unknown by the unconscious writer. 
A child can dp It I will not for the present men- 
lion any more. Tbo terrible things It says will be 
shortly known to all, as no assistance Is required, 
and everybody can-question the spirits and writ« 
tho answer. No delusion 1» possible In this, and 
belief must necessarily follow, however reluctant- 
ly. AU double about tho existence of Baton, his 
toll, his templing man. and about the authenticity 
fof oar sacred writings,must now give place to en- 
lire and deep faith, founded on experimental 
proofs. Men may lie—through interest; spirits 
cannot lie, unless It la the IvU One and It to easy 
to distinguish hto answers from those of puro 
spirits. But I leave tills and thousands of stort- 
lmg questions to be decided bv scientific and ec- 
celestoitical InveaUgaUoo The only remark I 
must add to that out of ten persons two or three 
may meet a flat refusal of spy communication. 
One must bear In mind that one converses with 
free spirits. I advtoe you to fry, and to bld roar 
readers do ths same My discovery may lead to 

results ted oq a large

five or ten minutes one writes 
usual. It Jk.U table upping

Macck Chumk, Pa. Feb. A-Tbe good Catho
lic» of this soction of the country aro thoroughly 
hcclted over*  miracle that Is alleged to have been 

Eupon the person of Miss Amelia Groth, a 
ut SB years of ago, au Intelligent and do- 

church woman, by Father Helnan, the parish 
tat Mauch Chunk. Mias Groth has been 111 

long tithe with consumptlort, attended by vfo- 
nt hemorrhages of the lung». A abort while ago 

a lady friend of the Invalid died, and Miss Greth 
avowed that the spirit of the former appeared to 
her with the Interesting loformatloa that she was 
expiating her slnsin purgatory. Miss Greth there- 
upon avowed Ker willingness to sutler any pen
ance by which her deceased friend might be re- 
Moved. Tim spirit then told her that she would 
die at 7 o’clock this (Saturday) morning, and one 
hour afterwards Father Helnan would have the 
power of working tho miracle of her resurrection 
in tbo flesh. The prophecy was fulfilled, accord. 
Ing to the testimony of apparently truthful, how- 
ever credulous, witnesses. In the withdrawal of ber 
soul from tho body at the-appointed hour. Miss 
Greth .s«rmcd Inanimate, waa unconscious, and 
was perfectly powerless physically. While lying 
In this condition thé body was visited and viewed 
by several thousand people, who seemed perfectly 
satisfied lit thcÿerlty oilier death.- There was the 
moat Intcyise excitement meanwhile, and the sub- 
Jcct engaged tho attention pflhe wholb.comtnunl- 
ly. Atlaat the hour expired,’and Father Helnan 
came forward, and. In the presence of a goodly 
number of witnesses, and said. “I will now call 
her.” He then.pronounced the Christian name of 
the deceased, "Amelia," In a loud voles. .There 
was no response. He then called a second time« 
"Amelia,'• and still there was no response, and no 
motion of the corpse. A third call, •‘Amelia," was 
then made, whereupon "he arose, to the astonish 
ment of t he people, and pronounced herself per
fectly well. Bho then dressed herself without de- 
lay,and walked to church, three quarters of a mile 
away, at a rapid gait, without assistance.but fol- 
lowed by hundreds of spectator*.  She then attend, 
ed High-Mum, celebrated by Father Helnan, al 
which profound gr-tllude was returned Almighty 
God by th o whole congregation In view of the won
derful nil redo tbnt had been wrought In their 
midst.

MU*  Groth then returned home, and seems to 
bo as well as over, »nd baldly announces herself 
tth subject of a miracle. She declines to soy what 
happened to her while her soul was out of her 
body, and doubtleas will not do so bv her spiritual 
adviser. Father Helnan, who Is credited with 
being the divine lastrument Ifi the work, is a good 
trlest. In good standing, greatly beloved for his 
Jth and works.
The affair creates iho-tntcnsest excitement, and 

will bo thoroughly Investigated by the ccclealastb 
col authorities.

•f tho above_D»rratlon lia» any foundation In 
fact, which Is very doubtful, the probability Is 
that Mlaa Greth was entranced In compliance 
with the prophecy of a spirit, that wished to ad. 
vance the cause of Catholicism. Persona lu a 
deep trance may seem to be dead while the vital 
forces ar<*  In such a condition, that a fall, an elec- 
trie shock, or the action of a resolute will, would 
restore llixin again Instantly I" activity. Those 
supposed to he dead, have been restored to life 
by drawing a hot iron down the spinal column ; It 
was not considered a miracle however.

------
One week ago.the Methodist ministers Of.Chl- 

cago adopted a resolution affirming the endleks- 
ness Of the torments of hell. Dr. Thomas left the 
meeting before the vote was reached.

Ono Sunday lately he defined hts own convic
tions on the-dogma of etcrnnl pun'shment, as set 
forth In this paper, and It will not surprise any- 
o ,o to learn that he could not hayc voted “aye" 
upon tho resolution. Dr. Thomas says that he 
believes In eternal reward after death. He also 
believes In punishment, but as to tho duration of 
that punishment, he franklv avows he knows 
nothing, and Is wl'houl conviction concerning It. 
“Heaven or hell." he s*y«." “are states or condi
tions of mind and spirit that wc carry over from 
tills world."

Ills o%m language concerning .the endlessness 
of the punishment of tho wicked, is as follows:

"This much aceina evident to me, and this much 
I believe, and, believing, I preach. I have no port- 
«Iblc doubt of future puhlshmont, of the separa
tion of the good and bad. of loss and suffering for 
those who die In sin. Il Is undoubtedly taught In 
the Bible and supported by analogy. I hate no 
doubt of the righteousness of God's government, 
and that wrongdoing will be punished/ The law 
of God, with Ito rewards and punishments, meets 
us at our entrance Into this world—follows us all 
the way through life with warning» of danger and 
punishment for sin; ahd. from ’all along the 
shores of the janseon world the voice of God cries 
out afoamn^nunl^hment, assuring all that come to 
that world that tbe~»onscquences of sin follow 
them, and that there, as well as here, aln-ls pun- 
Isbed.

In my last lecturing trip to Winchester, Ind . I 
mol with a reception from tbo friends and people 
as pleasant as It waa unexpected. On Thursday 
evening, Jan. 24th. the City Hall—the largest In 
the place—was filled-to give rne greeting. Among 
them-were a goodly number, of church members 
of dlflerent denominations, arid the Liberals and 
Free Thinker*,  a« well aa the old, tried and true 
Spiritualists, who embrace some of the most sub
stantial citizens of the town and county among 
their numbers.

But what particularly struck me was the eager- 
nc«s of the people of all grades of belief reaching 
out In their search after tbo positive assurance df 
undoubted c/idencc. for consolation and sallsfac. 
tlon In the logic and facts of Spiritualism. And 
those large and attentive audiences which greeted 
me through to the closing lecture of Sunday 
night, showed conclusively how the people bain 
In and out of the churches, were hungering for the 
more substantial and enduring food which Spirit- 
uallsrn alone can furnlsfi.

The meeting Sunday evening was opened by the 
recltatldn of an original poem by Bro. J. K. Mar
tin, entitled, "The D/mbfounded Man,"—on.e of 
the richest bite upo 
dogmas oi faith we ... _____  , - - —
which It was left tn uUtelcad his man out «if tho 
difficulty, which we 
hla relations from atom 
lion as seen 1 
There Is a grea

the muddle of creeds mid 
rer heard presented; after

reded to do by “tracing 
om atom to Deity." through evolu- 
In the lUchl of Spiritual aclencc. 

................. „ there oaw for a reliable 
medium; no other need apply. The harvest there 
1» tally ripe. D. P. K* vmxk.

Chicago, Jan. !Wlh.

T^inpcmncc was the doctrine of Jesus.
Jeaun required Justice and honcaty In all th« 

dealings of life. | )
- The Shakers are peacetriKers, and lake nc 
part In shedding human 61ood.

In the Bplrlt-world everything will be as ten 
glble to opr spiritual sense of perception as ma
terial objects aro to our physical senso. 
' A spiritual world Implies all that goes to make/ 
a world; only It la lobe of a spiritual ratberrihan 
a material suUtanec and nature.

The scenery of heaven Is the outblrth of the 
Kre affeitlon and chaste thoughts of the angeto, 

fir heavenly culture, and God-brcathad Inspira
tion.^ Il to therefore pu're, beautiful, satisfying.

Angelic ministrations are sb fully shown in 
the Bible to bo through real mediums that there 
la.no need to adduce a multitude of proof to that 
effect.

Spinoza tuught that “bodies and souls arc 
mere mode«, of which God Is the «iRMtance; It 1« 
only tiw modes that fall within duration, the sub
stance Is all In eternity. God Is the condition of 
all existence of thought."

The Infernal scenery Is the outblrlh of the 
greedy affections and Impure thoughts of devils, 
the objective semblance of all their Inward wick- 
edness, subtility and foulness, barrenness of life, 
and desolation of delight

Emily 14 Ini lea gbury apeak« as follows of 
Dr. Crowell: "I stayed some days at his house, 
and found him a thoroughly earnest and slncorc 
Christian gentleman, In the highest and best 
«case of both words.

We know 'verj well, from common observa
tion. that no mere place, however beautiful and 
perfect In appointment can mako any one truly 
and lastingly liuppy. True happlne*»  cornea frorq 
within and not from without; It results from the 
harmony <»f mind and heart.

The Spirit world being progressive, «fiords a 
chance for growth after death, and wn -believe 
that the vilest sinners that ever crowded on this 
eerlh can Jn the great future Improve their moral 
status, through which progress and growth they 
may eventually attain happiness.

Ezekiel nor Daniel wcre'Tebukcd, because 
they fell prostrate and worshiped the'iterioik 
being, who, In various appearances, presefited 
himself t«v them, and strengthened thorn, On the 
contrary, they were admonished, and encouraged 
wltfiTTear not.'•• V ' .

A good Idea of the position of the spheres may 
be afforded If *c  suppose the Earth to be Saturn 
and the spheres to be the rings (only seven In 
number Instead of four) encircling the latter 
planet. The Aral sphere or zone Is Included In 
our atmosphere, and the second Is about sixty 
miles distant from the earth.

Ezekiel hud very many visions, and naw very, 
many wonderful things, which he describes. Dan- 

ings In his night 
I, In reading the 

means Illusion.
Rjat the things mentioned 
not real, but Imaginary,

Coininiinicntiou From Theodore 
Parker. ,
t -----

Not very long since I received it communication 
from Theodore Parker through the mcdUinrihlp of 
Mrs. M. A. Manchester, of this city, which np- 
pears so ciisraotcrisllc of tbo good man that I 
send II to you, with the hope that It may be of 
benefit to those who libor, and arc heavy laden.

• ' R.
• • ■ When with those 1'loved on the earth, 

I rcallxetl often tho great necessity for the happl- 
ness of each; that the heart and tho will should 
unite In Bubmtoslaa to whatever seemed to bo the 
lot or the destiny of the creature, and when I 
speak of submission. It is not for you Io'under- 
stand that In tho hour of sorrow or mlsfortuno 
you shall passlvelr vleld. Onmurinurloglv bow. for 
this . I kno»i would be Impossible. The heart that 
Is torn, and pierced, and bleeding, cannot kiss the 
hand that dealt the blow. The body that!" writh
ing In tho agony of Its suffering cannot bless the 
Kwer that so affects it; and tho worn, tired spirit 

st han known only the conflict of life without 
Its loy, cannot rest and bo satisfied, and say that 
all la well untd IL And yet/1 would, In my con
verse with you and others, ftrlvc.to Impress them 
and teach them that nothing can be gained by 
belling »gainst the bare of fate; that nothing Is 
gained by complaining when time, In It^nea&urrd 
tread, brings not the bow of promise, but the sable 
curtain <>f despair; and that al such limos those who 

.would, with great willingness, acknowledge that 
God was tho Father, and wa« good unto them In 
tjio moinents of their agony, cannot say, “It Is 
good, and thy will be done?' lint we, who sur
round tho children of earth, and desire to be unto 
them as once we were, their friend and their 
guide, come and tell Ubto the weary and the 
needy to reel on us. to let us bear their burdens, 
lefus bo unto them as comforters; “For. though 
.1 go awav." said the good life, when bidding face- 
well to hla followers, “and yo shall *ee  mo no 
more, yet I leave with you tho comforter." From 
then until tho present the same voice has sound
ed, and tho samo love has sustained those who 
have received It, leaching them to submit always 
to those things that appear each day as a part of 
themselves; for crery creature must bear its own 
burdens, and cannot beat- another’s. And so when 
disheartened and sorrowful, friend, com« near 

-and make creating place with ua, that your life 
may n«C be disturbed, when heavy shadows fa» 
around you, but your spirit realizing that II Is not 
alone, |hal It has strength given It to cheerfully 
bear Its tusks, let It Joyfully anticipate the time of 
going Into Its home In the horonftcr. .

New York City. ’ ■

Professor Loomis has been making experiments 
tn rrlal telegraphy In the mountains of West Vlr- 
(Inla. hl« Idea being to send a wire up to a certain 

eight, reaching a partlcula^currentof electrici
ty In the atmosphere. Al any distance away this 
same current can be reached by a similar wire, 
and communication can be had Immediately. The 
Professor has telegraphed to parties dleven miles 
dtotenl by merely sending up a kite, at each cod 
of the distance, a certain height, attached to which 
In place.of tho ordinary string was a fine copper 
wire. Wttn both kites, although, elfiven mdes 
distant from each other, touched the s*?ic  cur. 
rent, communication waa had between theta both, 
and messages were sent from one end to the other 
by mean« of the ordinary Morse Instrument Io 
connection withTbe Instrument Invented by Pro. 
feasor Loomla. 'Ho has a schomo now on fook for 
a aeries of experiments from a point on one of tho 
highest peaks In ths Alps, Io Switzerland, to a 
similarly situated place lu ths Rocky Mountains. 
If this succeeds, of course hto invention will rank 
In Importance with that of the electric telegraph 
Itself. All the money necessary to carry on the 
experiments has already been promised.—

,Wben » person critically considers the nature of 
the Invention, bo will not think It to impossible 
for spirit*  to converse together, though millions of 
miles apart. The children of earth only have' 
Just commenced learning the simplest wonders^ 
the universe.- Here we can send now» with t& 
speed of thought, but Ip ths spirit-life, advanced 
spirits can travel, with that speed.

Tlie BelLgU-Pkllwn Jourwal,
published In Chicago, to tho nslble and on-
terprtolag Spiritualist pepo ro aeon yet.
Al thor® are many Spiritual! our read-
a wo advtoe thorn. If they subscriber» to

Jov*WAL,to  send »nd _ llo <• have
no faith In Ito teachings we can sod Umt tho editor 
to honeat la hto opinions, and done what ho think* ’ 
is right—Ircp^dt TXmtt. -

The Little (Jlrl'a Prayerr-W. 8. Peck.
Ionia. Mich , writes: 1 sec by your columns that 
Bu design- a department In your paper for the 

tin one*  I feel pleased to "see you possess so I 
much of the spirit of your brother Christ. IJe 
said. "Of such is the kingdom of heave»} I wiH 
semi these facto that come from the llnwuf a little*  
!lrl three year*  old, of Ionia, Mich.,-who ha*  often 

card her grandmother "pray for Christ," and 
who claims to have been sanctified. One day tho 
little angel went Into tlio parlor, left the doo» 
alar and knelt down In the middle of the floor, In 
the attltud&of prayer and lifted up her little eyes 
of faith an/seemed to catch j» glimpse of that 
God she had so often heard her glorified grand- 
rnothex speak'of, and she commenced In this wise: 
“O good God, will you pecs come down hero and 
make Benny, atop sucking chlckyl eggs, so grand, 
mamma won’t whip him any more. And O Loyd, 
will you keep my kilty from going in the garden. 
8ho gvto dovetod with them naatyold burrs; luam- 
tna hurts klttf *0  when she pulls them off. O do^. 
good God, for Christ's sake.”

Benny Is a little black dog Gc^l heard the little 
angel’s prayer, and caused the old ben 10 build 
her nest out of BcnnyKrcach. and caused papa to 
pull the burr bushes up and burn them, *a  any 
good Christian farmer would. Who says there Is 
no good In prayer?

M. 1>. Cowdtory. of GoneVa. Wla,, writes: 
Can you Inform n/- when "Ethics of Spiritualism" 
will be nubllshed In book form? I.want it In that 
shape when I can get It, to prerfBre and review at 
leisure; as my Journal always has to go aa a mis. 
alonary among my neighbors-you will know the 
result. The article Itocll, when completed,Is worth 
twice the subscription p'rlce of the paper. It I 
destined to bo read by reading, thinking fcopl 
throughout Europe and America. T 
now passing away, or those Indlvldui 
undertoox In their scholastic years to marter tho 
science (?)of metaphysics, must read II wHb pccu- 
liar pleasure.

The Ethics of Spiritualism will appear In book 
form as soon as it can .be concluded In the col
umns of the Journal. * *

Theffthlewo .
M0lQ-Fini^20PUICAI. JOURNAL of CGTcago, Is pub. 
Ilshlng a aeries of articles entitled “The Ethics of 
8plrttu<llsm.'i They are written by Hudson Tut- 
lie, an author of not only a great acai of ablljty, 
but a great deal of Independence and frankness; 
•othal those who read hliti will be pretty sure to 
Etthc truth and the wholo truth as Hodson Tut- 

sew H, and not the echo of some captivating 
but superficial philosopher. We advise loose who 
are opposed to Spiritualism, yet who dare Invcatl- 
gate id the extent of a llttlo quiet reading, to sub- 
scribe for the Journal while'these “Ethics" arc/ 
running. It will Cost but forty cents for tlircol 
months to those who hay never taken the paper \ 
before.—The JWfon (N. \.) Timet.

NaIIIc L. Mctatoken. of Des Moines, Iowa, 
writ#»:'.I cannot rtWIn from speaking of the 
grout Improvement In tho JOURNAL. I think this 
last Issue Is splendid; It is freighted with lovbrg 
truth, and must stir tho pulses of many a heart 
Into a higher recognition of what-you are striv- 
log to do for tbo cause of tho angel world and a. 
corn nib fl humanity. • I am al present trying In a 
quiet way to open someeyea—by lolling .peraons 

.bring their own select circles, and have had sev
eral lu an lnvestliyalvo way; tho"people boro aro. 
most all In a “twlffght" condition, and scorn to 
need the trump of a second angel Gabriel to arouso 
them from Inaction; howovcn_therc is an under- 
current of feeling which, wlllcrop out and blase 
anew bye-smd-bye.

* • la It true that our departed spirit fronds still 
suffer from bodUy ailment*?  We explain
some phenomena In any other way that they 
aro conscious for a long time of their physical dto-i 
cases; as. a noted medium asserts that 
friend of hers comos to her, she Impresses 
with the horrible pains she experienced In 
Ilfs, Incident to a largo cancer which finally ter 
mln eted ber earthly existence. Another spirit 
ImprwMoo bls individuality, after twenty*fivo  years 
Nhldonceln the Bummer-land, upop another ms 
medium by. means of hto 'soro foot, of which

many wonderful things,------
icl ^Jso saw many wonderful 
visions. But many. It Is fea 
Bible, are ledtntbln 
rather than sight? 
*• being seen were 
fantastic figures.

Dr. Nonck to entranced, and In lamp-Mgh 
and under tho close Inspection of Mr. Colly. M 
Stulnton Moses, and others, a mist seems to em
anate from his body,near the region of bls heart; 
thl*  mtol becomes columnar; It gyrate» on Ito axis, 
when gradually there Is evolved the soljd .frame, 
make, and character of the deceased*  Samuel 

. Wheeler.
Thrrr are so many sliuilay biographies that 

are older Ilian the one of Jesut Christ, abd they 4 
are all, so apparently, different versions of the 
sanie story written ut various times by various au
thors, that there Is prMumptuoua evidence, at 
least, that there never was any Jesus of Nazareth 
at all existing ut that day and ago who filled the 
Important role of God’s ouly bogotten Son!

(Jcorgc Wyld sav*:  “Horae also floated In 
the air. but wc do not find any necessity to call in 
the aid of foreign spirits to accomplish Ibis feat. 
Home also might have been re pe 1 led from- the 
earth. Just as two bodies positively electrified re
pel each other; or hto Irradiating or levitating 
spirit may have rendered his body specifically 
lighter than the atmosphere."

In our next «lato of existence wc shall 1« sur- 
rounded by similar scenery to that which we find 
hero« wc «hall lie able to pursue occupallous slm- 
liar In nature to those which we delight In follow
ing here. There will bo beautiful landscapes to 
meet our view, congenial souls to associate with, 
and higher light to guide us onward and ever 
strengthen our aspiration«.

Chrlatlnnltr gets the credit for Introducing 
moral truth, irplrltual light and progresa- Into 
England, whereas these were In operation there 
long before the so called Christian era. The 
priests of the Christian order merely gave new 
names to old gods, and. by a systematic course of 
a Ing and suppression of the truth, made their

llowera believe that they alone wire thaJIgbts 
o(/he world..

Tfie angels love to comraunlBfi<tbelr bliss to 
other». Ind*tnTr-Hic  only things Vn*y  have are 
what they give and wish to give. Tinto,»while the 
life of each Is tho life of all, and tho good of each 
to the good of all, whllo each labors for tho uni- 
versal advancement »nd all (or the advancement 
of each.lt Is manifest that there must be «peace, 
harmony, and Joy of satisfied love.

Probably the carllesl written 
New Testament were Paul's eplstl 
•trictly orthtxlox Dr. Lardner aa 
these waa not written earlier than A. 
the Gospels several years later; and 
statement, endorsed by H. N. Wolli 
there was.not In existence a single manuscript.-or 
portion of one, which Is an original; also, that 
none of the copie*,  or copies of coplea now In ex
istence were written prior to tho fourth century.

In the olden llmqa. In the Middle Age*,  and In 
dur day. there havo axlsted side by »Ide the white 

■and the black magM^Júst as Ip the Blbte wc have 
the angels of light and of darkness.. Both pos- 
sessAl spiritual power over matter, but whereas 
those who practiced white magic as a philosophy 

\r<l religion, and as a-means to good ends, those 
op tho other hand, who practiced black magic did. 
so merely to obtain power over human being» for 
the gratification of their own diabolical selfish
ness.— Harbinger c>f Light. t «•
k It to written of Joshua, that when he was by 
Jericho, he lifted up bls eyes and looked, and*,  be
hold. there stood a man over against him. with a 
drawn sword In his hand; and Joshua went unto 
him and said, “Art thou for us, or for'our ene- 
rale»?" Ho said, 4Nay; but as Captain of the 
host*  of the Ixlrd am I jiow como." And Joshua 
fell on hto face to tire earth, and did worship, and 
said unto hlln, "What salth my servant Lord unto 
hto Bervantr*  And the Captain of the Lord’s 
host said unto him. “Loose thy shoe» from off thv 
feet; for the place whereon thou standret to holy," 
and Joshua did so. (Joshua v. 13 to 15.) 

’ A female form that appeared al Monck'*  cir
cle In England, to described aa follow»: “Her faco 

’ was beautiful, and ber white garm«nl* ( like those 
of her companion, seemed to be of oxnutolte text
ure. She smiled, bowed, kissed her hand tons, 
aqd affectionately addressed one of our company 
In a voice low and exceedingly sweet, while ac
cent, tone and articulation were recognized by 
Mr. and Mrs. Colley, as belonrinr one»ocalled 
dead, with whom thsv have boeu liter, through 
various media; for some years. tabric of the 
most delicate structure covered th*  face of thto 

laterlallxed spirit, which added' 
pearance, and In no way Im 
lovely features. Long atreamlo 
hair fell-over her shoulders beh 
over her neck In front. Then 
backwards and forwards, now 
again at the aid» of our first vh 
and advancing, th*  two 
stood forWWjor the closest I 
yard from M, whll*  Dr.-Monek 
turned up th» ga*  to th*  t ’ 
whatever waa wanUhg that » 
ua at any time to recognize 
atrango visitors anywhere

et the 
Oral of 
S3. and 
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M()W HKADY. 
Mormonism I'nvellcd;

Written bt
& 5ounB> * Momumim
rrvtn a new vtaml-ioint -by one who ■a*U!enUfi«d  w ,Vh It M 

V? '“H"' «"Jcvfhl-’r^uHonlta 
IK7. and wbu died In It» fkith. He tell*  everything. - T*h«  
RavulaUonn are Aatoundtnw A Wnodertar h(Korr Irul« •"’’¿yjHirJlii to'send fur term. ’
A iJ’ltw * WAfcKFIBLD, Pub... «.hKam. lib.

A 61 NTS »
WANTED. Í
or The Life mihI taitvt n t nn Cnnfraaiona of »J0NN D» LEE«

•o >uIdentified

TO CLOSE ÉSTATE

Jesus of Nazareth;
on.

“Á TKUË HISTORY
OF THE

Embracing hie Parentage, Youth, ’ Orlgfonl Doc- 
(rlueaand Works, bli Career aa a Public Teacher 
and Pbyilclan of the People; alio, The Nature 
.of the Great Con«plrncyagalnut him, with all 

the Incidents of hie Tragical Death, given 
on Hplrltuul Authority fto^Spirlta who ' 

were Contemporary Mortal« with hlru 
while "on the Earth.—Given 

through the Jlcdlumablp of

ALEXANDER SMYTIi.
- z

PREFACE. -

Mediums

Mrs. Mary J. Hollis’
World Renowned Seances—"Independent Voices,"

24 OGDEN -AVENUE,
Between Randolph and Washington «treet*.  Chicago. f

ANTHOLOGY.
Prof. Unter. Aatrologr.r, 505. w'.VBdal. N.V.

Forty four . ____
ron>u)tr>t by tetter. (temi for ■ 
l-.o Ito. tic-. New York at».

f f->ur yr«re*  practice, Iwrntyervoo In Ikwton. i «n t*  
tr-l by tetter. H«n-1 r-.r a Circular. Addrrai al) letter. 
-------------- -- ...ritvj. raMU

ÇRisrellawous

CAPT. II. H. A FANNIE M. BROWN

^ychometrista and Clairvoyant Physician»?

Ke?!nfW?T- ui«vOIBU,............................u

«¿stirii’*“ r*D“ Kork-*  *«o«  «•“* i*
each letter. Addrea*  Box 12, Auatln, Texaa,

tape Brown will attend Funeral. enJ Wedding« (»12

PS t oIIObl E-f 1TY~ 

pOHER^A» been given me to delineate character, to de- 
I «crlbe the mental »nd «plritual capar-IUea of perron*  aad ‘t’"'11'“'' ’b»lr future'and their bretX«ltoli 
for health, harmony and burinre*  l*vreona  dratriM aid of th!*  rort will plgate rend me their handwriting .tate Se and 
•ex. »nd enduro »i.ux with »tamped and •ddriite.iVnretoM» 
to3 JI t ‘ V,rB°n IpbuT

MM 
1 ö IB 
iw w

J)M

»<»

Dr. KEAN,
. 17 5 South Clark St., cor. .of Monroe, Chicago,
May be con.ulkd. perwmally or by mall, free of charge, on a. 
chronici or nerron» due**«  Dr. J. Kiag b th*  only pbyal 
elan In U>*  city who warrant*  cure« or no pay. Office boor*  » *.  a, to I r. m. ; Sunday», from • to 12. »103*4

The "Chicngn ProgrcRRlvc Lyceum ” 
JlvuSJ“, "rtlarly each Sumter at half peat twelve
AlCUrí^,,1lre!,O••?‘*,■ “ S-‘;Ui” M^lbon,treat.

Jehovnb mid Nntnn Compared*
t-P1“ 0,<’ >,'*̂!'*y.  with utter equally
interg.tlng Tract», »eni poatpald to three eucJoalna a «tamp to 
lhe autoor, M. B. Craven Idchboro.SucM Ox. ifo

lir A GUIDE tae turner-In PRINTING, lylh SCROLL HAWING. tOvrrou, Wo.k, En 
IT»»- graying and Carving In Wood, ami other 

UMrfuland dc-uraUte an*  IG the founder«T P UM-ruleml draireUve art» By the founder 
Lf I X o»Thel.l«lBt.,crt-«|. On*  Dollar a yrar. 
Il I kJ Qn« Baniple<»>py frre. Premium« for eta I • 
IJi : N , Alzbiu UBtwaix. l*uUUiier.  Chhago.
StU'ffeow

THE MC 1 ENGE OF EV I L
oil.

FIRST PRINCIPLES OF HUMAN ACTION,.
Bv J<)E|. MOODY.

Tuu fictlxru or Kvinlaa book of radical and «unllng 
thought. It give« a connected aud logical »UU-mrnl of the 
Ftaar Pnixcfrt.ita pr Him»» ArTioa, and clearly «bow« 
that without evil mantnuld n-d etiat, Th 1« work fuliy«olwa 
the pfublein, and ururlh the Myatery of Evil, giving It * »clcn 
Ufle meaning.and ahowa it to ba the lever which inovr*  the 
moral and Intellectual World.

Large iiin<>, 1« ixgv*.  fine, heavy tap^r. Prlga,.||.B, 
I--!*."-  free. t

.•.For wale, wbolewale and rrMIl, t<« Hn*.RlLloU>Pillio-  
Boron an l‘i ni.iaiitgn Hot »«, Chicago.

• •
Under a rente of duty which I owe Io mankind, tud rape- 

clally.to all tbo«« of the vartou» Cbrtitlan denomination*  I 
feel inywlf Impelled to la«ue thl» citraonllnary book to the 
world. It purport« to be Tita Tat « Huron« or Jun or 
NasasiTM. being lhe fir«t and only work In which U por- 
tray cd tbejrue character and work» of that much patterned 
and beloved individual. In It be U dlteatrd of all the myth
ical aurroundtagi and fabulcfua ongto, at represented In all 
oUier*  >le la preroated Io the mental view ot lb. preront age 
at a natural man, whoa« trait*  of character were amiability, 
Juitlce, trnltifulneaa and benevolencei Fbo finally became a 
martyr to hb love and good Intention» toward mankind. 
The numrrou» Incident*  and «tartllng fact*  pertaining to th!» 
Htotory are given on Spiritual authority by ■ aerie» of elalr 
audtent communication« and meutai «Idont through the Me
dium «nd Author. The grouping of lheae character*  com
piling Uta Incident«, deacriptlon of the tcenery end Utatra
tion*.  are given In the word« and »tyle of the Author, who ba*  
no other apology to make for any Imperfection« that may be 
found, than that be ha*  done hb beat to make It comprehen- 
■ire. important and Intereatlng to all c!uw«o( reader*  Some 
perron*  not being favored with the new light.of th« age. will 
probably dlacredit It*  Spiritual authority, if *o,  that will not 
detract from the merit*  of the work; for al) tboae who »hall 
feel Interest to pcru«e It. <111 find that everything therein 
•tated b b«*ed  upon phyalcal and moral fact*  and probablli- 
tiea. in accordance, then, with the du tie« and engagement« 
by which ( am bound, I respectfully »ubmlt It to the public 
May It be productive ofib great dr»!go, tn dbreralng from 
the mln«» of mankind the dark cloud*  of «uperaUlloo» error» 
-el^b being the >bh of the Spirit*,  and of the bumble Indi
vidual who lubacribet hlmroiflho Mbuivm «»DACTUOB.

THH^SPIRITUAL HARP. 
s TH»: NEW MUSIC HOOK.

.For the Ch'oi^ Congregation, and Social Circle.
Over one-thlnluf it*  poetry, «nd tkree quarter» <ifli*tnualc  

•re origin«!. >toi|C of America'« Aurei giRcd-and |—pular 
mualclan*  bi»rc wriGcn riprmal/for It.

TliB Sriwfrv»i. Il »ahi» a work .of over three hnndred p*<  
e», compitanti »»ngK duXj*.  ami sharie tire, with piano, organ, 
ur metud|uu accuu>penltn*Qj»te

Ninglp copy, gaw*  Full.gilt. »3, poatngo 14c.
AbrMkM edition uf lite Sriainn. ilaar, "contain» on« 

hundred and four ptoM?price II W. prete«*  •cent.
•.•Fo/*Uv.  wboVaale and retail, <y th« RilioioPiiiu»- 

«Rimali FvitLiauiho Hot a*.  Chicago. 

WorkscQ^Jkll. (JriivQn.

IGBUCAL CMRONtJlAlV: ”< •.ntraMIo« the Cbnioolagfa-a! 
Ownputallona of the Hebrew »nd Scptuaglnt Vctwuti» fnim 
Adam toChrtel.t ritlcal »awayon the Geographic«!locatili; 
of the Garden <4 Eden. Paper, 10 cent» - i.-tege J <<•:;(». 

CHITICIHMXFN TUE THEÓUIGICAL IDKA GF DEITY.
Contracting the Viva» entertained of a Su me lielhg by 
the Grecian Sage*  with to<we of Mrec*  end,Uta Hebrew 
Writer*  Ctotii. 21 m'pretiure>l ernia.

CHRISTIANITY HEFORK THE TIME 
(taotetton« from the Ancient S« 
lite Htotoric Origin ofChrteUan 
parage 2 rr nt*

CRITICISM ON T7Z .'.7'.'““ 7..WoMBN'a RlOIir*  Intemperata»-,, 
ogf. the three great obatructloM to 
cent*;  postage J cent*  z
«•.For talc, whnlewuc and retell, by lhe R>Liaioi*NiU>  

toruteaL PcauaniliO ltoc»a. Ctdcagv

I.AY IIA.YDN-O.Y THE NICK. ‘
A.YIF TIIKY NIIAf.I. mXOVEB. .
L Li,K f-oir*  <’•«’"'»• Tufnora, Pile*  and Ftetnla, S(WmI Mrulnglila Fnilepay Ilf*  Sufteulng of lhe llraln aad 

li'iiSl 'J’ »IMar*« 1. Dtaltetl*  llheumattein. We»k or
W2*̂ ,T. r*‘rriort’'fcf.ruf‘,u- J"'1 FenialcTroublreuf all 
■ o * ‘‘■l'*<>yatit  exaniltiaUen. »1,00. Pereone applying by mall mu.t «end a lock of hair and 11,10. Room«, brer’r «nd 
nureing c«n t-e had at r< »»unable raire Dr 1*0  wre Magnet 

.rta> Ur

TO INVALIDS.
I, ,’.r'wlBw,?u,B' u,c «lebrate.) Magnetic Healer, la »tailing 
hrellng riteybk0"’*' 1*’ h"

IB» w,illd<-rfui.lKc<- hitherto tew» wall known throughout 
fictent S''rn,w”*’ ,h*‘,hl* brt*'  uo,lt'' <• dremed .uf-

Kr the atek la other loea’itl-». be would *«y.  (Del h« dlag 
ni«re aodmcrereAiy treat» dterree t»y correapondenc« alre, 
tbo« enabling all to avail liM-maehca uf hi. healing power*

Should te-rema! treatment be preferred, the Ihxfor wlll an-
• ‘ of pa-

Term« moderate and aattefertory. . • ,
The poor treated free of chanre.

until furtier atvlce. Dr. J.’6w«neon, 
lte»t wing, Mino. 7J A>; 14.!»*

DR. C'CVDE^E’N
N E K.V O - V I T A I*  I Z E R.

Something needed bv every pereon, elrk or well Thia ' 
inurnment, when u»cd acconilug to direction», will de
velop more inedlurnlatlc power than any known method. 
Pereon« wiebkg to product the magnotfc »Jeep, or do 
«elop chrvoyasey. can, w(U> the aid of thia Inalrument, 
In a »horl time, bo able lo are the latent power al) are 
endowed with. Tbo»e wlablog a qnlrt, paertve »talc, 
for lhe ix-yfecl re«l of mind and body, will find It*  this . 
Ju»t the thing neeried. Q ha*  for mute power, and af 
forq» more relief,^bau any other mean» ever n»ed. It 
le e»tteclaliy adapted to ihoeo who labor either ruci ‘ " 
or phy.Rally It will do more to rullev a tired, 
worked peraon. than all the ophite» ever u»ed. Z'______
»ufferlng from tieadacbe. I«a*  of alcep. nervonanoM, 
mot« than «'J I be fmnaceai^Vtho'’world,“from*  the fact 

le a’ ccr lain rclk f 'fur

meant c.v 
labor rlh itntaUy 

. i, over- 
I’craon«

rbeumaiiem and all kindred dlaeaec«. wtll find It worth 
more than a'J the panacea« In the world, from the fact 
Jr produce« a perfect equilibrium In the »/«tern, and 

f-r ■’* <>l»eaac« arlilng fn.mn.rtoa« , 
debility Full direction« "* ’h each In.lrumrut, it 1« 
K>)d for lhe mitll aura ot One Dollar and Five Cent*.  
Hcot lo all part« ol !•>- ----- - *•--*-  ’------
c ipt of price. Add

13-1AM-4

Hod State« and Canada on ro

lla. W. A« CANDÍS.
Brltlol, ConA.

CHRIST. With. 
Father*,  «howlng 

lamp Paper, IB cent*,

THE APOSTLE PAl’I. IN DEFENCE OF 
nr*.  Intrnvnrrancw.'War amt Biblical Tbrol- 

L’hrtetlanliy Paper, Ö

AXNOFXCEMEXT.
TDK VOICK OF AMOKLA, eontalnlnguothing but 

tiicveag.*  fnmi the v.»t rvaltri» of SpIrH Ilfr. w III lie baurd 
trrnnUa oübc of publication. 5 Dwlgùt *l, Itaaton, Maaa, 
tlic l.t and IXh «fcarlv month.Tckm«, yearly In advaucv*  Ineiodlng potage. |1 31 !/«« 
lime pro-ajrtionally »»me. Allkttera «nd inatter fur the paper 
ntvMlMAdWK(i(pu«tpald>toUt« uudetaigned. Sriciw«» 
'■'n.'iV-t" «d who take an Interrat In dbaemlnatfng the gréai 
tnitl.» underlying tlx »nlr1tu*l  philu-.ptiy.lf they wlll «cim) me 
a Ite! of namtw of thclr frlend*  and acqualnuncra wlto appré
ciera the Mine. We wlll «end a »perlmcn ntpy tu rach. (liai 
lhey can détermine unnn tu merlu. “Tu« IIalo" «n anb.H- 
ogr«phy of the uiHleraJgncd ht «aie a*  aboie. Prie«, II.SD;

, ».MtAgi-, n cenU. •' -
IL C. DENSMORE. Publtaher Voice of Angela. 

rXtotaf

DR
cure qf ftaen^q? ftgAt, ffo.km. Mat.

i
In prvaent!n»hl*  claim« to Rhe reader» of this jnnraah. Dr. 
Willi, would roy that .he ha*  had over twenty yearPexperi- 
euocaaa

Psychometric IHagnoscr of Disease. '
The Influence« controlling th« late Mr*  J. H. Conant, of th» 
Banner qf lAglu. pronounced him a» a

Clairvoyant secoud to none In the United.
.States. *•

Dt. Willi*  combine« accurate, »cienllfic.' knowledge with 
keen and «earthing clalrvujance, and by hi*  ub
rivalled *

Powers in Diagnosing from Hair Handwriting, 
b« claim« ipetla! »kill in treating all dfye**e«  of tba btood ind 
uervuu« «y«tc:n. Cancer*  Scrofula In alt It*  form». Eplltf«?, 
Paraly.te. and all tilt mret delicate and Complicated dteeaae»« 
of both wire.

Dr. Wlllte 1» permitted to refer to numerou» partiee who 
have been cured by hl*  «y.tem of practice when all ulhera had 
failed Send for circular with reference« and term*  All let
ter» tniut cuntara a return 
Wuld¥o

L. H. WILLIS,

4*«  tump. »I4-»1»

now Yourself 
;iy4n« w-BLlziwoww 
Óalrvoyant.

KIDDER'S
SECRETS OF BEE-KEEPING.

OOgaCLT WITH
I'eychpryictr’lnl anti Clairvoyant.

Com« tn perlon,\>r «end by iJlter a luck ot your hair or 
hand-writing, or a pbotcgTaph; be wtd giva you a correct d» 
IlneaUon of character givln«rtn»tn»cUon*  for reif 
mint, by telling whM facultlea to cultívate and w 
•train, giving your prreent phyalcal, mental and ipir 
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IÌELIG A-L JOTJRNAJL.

Sclavonic Theosophy cerxrw American,^|>ir- 
itnalism.

;

A rnOTJCST—BY tt'SI. EMM ETTE COLEMAN.

Bro. Bundy:—Does American 8p 
ism need a leader ? and if so, who Aliall i 
be? Your able and timely wlito in the 
Journal of Jan. 20th struck key-note, 
of the situation as regards th important 
points; and h^artilv do I thanIKyou there
for. The proposition of a leadeKin Spirit
ualism is nothing new,—many ttempts 

 

have been made during the past thirty years 
on the part of self-constituted lords para
mount in Spiritualism, to assume the digni
ty anil wear the royal robes of chieftain
ship, leadership, sovereignty, over the Uss 
pretentious and more humble brethren and 
Bisters swelling the spiritual ranks; but, in 
every instance, disastrous failure has at
tended their\ ambitious*  endeavors, and so 

’ will it ever he. s' .
Spiritual^® requires no er cathedra ex- 

Eundery/o( its precious truths, no author- 
.tive/exponent of its phenomenal facts, 

its philosophic principles. It Is free, rad
ical, independent,• progressive, unhampered 
by creedal dogmas, ev«r seeking, ever wel
coming new truths, \ew ¿Sets, new ideas, 
new principles: hence to fetter It within 
the circle or IdeJw oFime dogmatic leader, 
or a dozen such, would be (Jlsastrous in its 
consequences, fatal to Its further progress. 
Spiritualism has ever-refused to be consid
ered a sect, and defies cramping organiza
tion or creed-bound llnrjts; without church, 
prieat, or minister. «4111 but little organized 
effort to that end, how vast has been Its 
progress, how mighty its evolution, 'pro- 
!:ress. Let us not, then, dwarf its titan- 
c energies as a potential Instrumentality 

through which the swift-advancing car of 
civilization, enlightenment, and pure spirit’^ 
ual truth is mightily impelled along upim 
Its triumphal, reelstleae march, by enswath-*  
ing it In the Bwaddllng-clothea of persona) 
ambition.of selfish aggrandizement; but let- 
the interests of humanity.the nceinent
of truth, pure and pristine, the prac I in
auguration of “peace on eartiugood wi 
men." be the mainspring of our *tion,  the 
inspiration and impulsion**of  all our aims, 
efforts, endeavors.

U is seriously proposed by our transat- 
-»lantic sister, Miss Kislingbury, a worthy 

woman, helw-in dua_respect by the writer 
for her zealous devotion to the cause of 
spiritual truth,—that American Spiritual- 
ista should select as their guardian guide, 
as the Moses able and willing to lqjpl them 
out of the bogholesand quagmires of fanat
icism; imbecility and putridity.-into which 
the entire spiritual cause in this country is, 
in her opinion, deeply plunged*  and fast 

'floundering upon the dry land of substantia) 
truth and rational thought—whom? Of all 
men in America, Col. H. S. Olcott 11 And 
who is thltf doughty captain, thus uncere
moniously flunk ut th° heads of the millions 
of Independent thinkers constituting the 
anpy or spiritual. workers In America? 
What has he ever done for Spiritualism, en- 

. titling him to the free prerogative, never 
before conferred on mortal man. of 'heading 
this vast spiritual army ?

His masterly achievetoente in Spiritual
ism and pseudo Spiritualism may be briefly 

summarized thus: He assumed, a few years 
ago, ^investigate,for a term of weeks, cer- 
tainpresumed spiritual phenomena in Chit
tenden, Vt„ publishing what purported to 
l>e a detailed narrative of his Investigations, 
a work clearly demonstrative of «the utterly 
unsclenliOc character of-his researches, full 
of exaggerations, inaccuracies, marvelous 
statements recorded at second hand without 
the slightest confirmation, lackadaisical 
sentimentalities, egotistical rodomontade, 
and grammatical inelrcancles and solecisms: 
liesides being fully probativeof the authors*  
]K*ssesslon  of the most ^fervid imagination 
and orilliant powers of invention. It might, 
¡»dradventure, pass current as a fifth rate 
romance; but, as a sober narrative of actual 
occurrences scientifically and critically prob
ed and analyzed, it Is a prodigious iailure. 
and fell almost still-born from the press.

The turning point of Col. Olcott’s destiny 
occurred while lie was at Chittenden. Meet- 
iugthere the masculino-feminine Sclavon
ic Theoaopli from Crim-Tartary, the eru 
dite collaborator of Isis Unveiled (which 
work,Youmans and other able critics 
affirm, unveils nothing), he soon became a 
willing victim to her intense psychological 
power, and from that day to this he lias 
been the mouthpiece for her utterances,-the 
obsequious tool and slave of Her Occultlc 
Highncsss. Although claiming to bo some
thing of a Spiritualist previously, no sooner 

- <lkl he become a ueophyte in Hermetic Ka- 
•Imllsm, than urtder the magic witcheries of 
.his Muscovite preceptress’ persuasivfineBi, 
he rushed madly into print.clalmingto pos
sess the potent key to Spiritualism’s mighty 
mysteries, as revealed in the long-forgotten 
rubbish dp medieval • mystics, alchemists 
and iwlrolVgers; coupled with the emphatic 
denial thnKJm was a .Spiritualist, besides, 
casting contumely »nd ridicule on Spiritual
ism and it« adherents as a whole. His re
nunciation of .Spiritual ism stands to-daj*  un- 

■ re»oke4; in fact, Olcott a few weeks since, 
. in an -article in the London*  Spiritualist, 
, drew tlio line of demarkation strongly be

tween Theosophy as expounded by him (and 
derived from Blavatskv) and the teachings' 
of Bpiritu8Hsm. • *f

Not a Single original id«i hlis he advanced 
.upon elttYor Occukisjn or Spffitiiallsm, tin? 
.whole of his theories being Blavatskyisms 
pure and simple. In 1875, Blavatsky taught 
that the Spiritual manifestations were pro
duced, not by the spirits of human beings 
once resident onearth.but bvelementaries; 
which she ex|rlamod to'be the spirits of the 
Clemente who luul not yet attained the 
strictly human phase of existence, but who 

(/would, however.-in courso of time reach the 
. Immortal mitrian condition and be bom in

to human life on this planet. Earth; Olcott 
then taught preclsclr the same. In 1877, 
Blavatsky we find teaching a totally differ
ent doctrine.—that Lite elementaries pro
ducing tlie spiritual phenomena are the 
splrlte of those who once lived.in tlie phys
ical body on earth, but who, through degra
dation of their moral and spiritual natures, 

•have hist the precious boon of immortality 
ttnd will in time liecome extinct, annihilated; 
while the elemantals are the spirits of the / 
elements, non immortal now and so*to  con-\ 
tlnue for all tide, neveK attaining the hu- direct aa*we  .man Immortal state: Olcott now teaches fllreC- “ W° 
exactly the same. /

Note the antithetical nature of these two 
dogmas: Firat, elementeries are those now 
non-immortalrbut to become immortal; »eo- 
ondly, elementaries are those .once Immor
tal but now non-lmraortal I vet this Is Bla- 
YHtekyisml this is Olcottism! thia Is *Theo-  

thte Is Occultism! These two nine- 
tended to oxulaln to tbeSpirltualiste and to 
the world the fundamental bases of the

.were in gross ignara'nce-’upon the subjects 
concerning which they claimed illimitable 
knowledge—unoiialifledly a^lmlt that what 
they inculcated\wo years previously, was 
untrue, unreliable, was nonsense, and rub
bish. “Further researches." says Madame 
Blavatsky, "in the ancient Kabala. and in 
Rosicrucian mysticism has shown me tha> 
I was in error as regards the nature of thl 
eleinentaries. and so far from being non-im- 
mortals approaching immortality they are 
in truth, ex-lramojtals approaching annihi. 
lation," than whlcn.two more.widely differ 

•ing theories can scarcely lie imagined. Yet*'  
these are the proposed leadEYaof American' 
Spiritualism; for the I er^hip of Olcott 
Would simply be the of Blavat
sky by proxy, the gallant Coloifel being at 
all times the faithful mouth piece and sub
servient acolyte of the Tartaric Buddhistic 
High Priestess.

Theosophy; of which wo hoar'so much, is 
a huge bubble, which, prlckwljvlth the pin 
point of common sthise andnb&mal logic, is 
at once dissipated and vaniflres instanter. 
Its basic nrlticiples, or,as Joseph Cook would 
say, “it's strategic pointe**  are unbounded 
pretentious bombast and Unlimited nes
cience. As elaborated, in the ponderous 
tomes of its Russian propagandist, misterm
ed Isis Unveiled, wo And it gravely enunci
ating such monstrous absurdities as these: 
the vast superiority of ancient theiirftFovar 
modern science; Darwinism taught explicit 
ly in the first ten chapters of Genesis; the 
existence of the human race on earth in 
the earliest geologic eras, maiu existing 
oven in pre-Bilurian times when only the 
lowliest forms, animal and vegetal, had yet 
been evolved, and a myriad other similar.y 
wild and unreal vagaries. Instead of Hux
ley, Tyndall, Helmholtz, and Owen being 
jxisitel as masters in science, we find rated 
as such, crack-brained mystics like Ellphas 
Levi and such unmitigated charlatans and 
unprincipled quacks as Phillnpus, Aqreolus, 
Theophrastus BomhastuB Paracelsus, nu
merous quotations from this latter knave,— 
who, though, loudly asseverating his posses
sion of both the elixir of life and the philos
opher’s stone, vet died in abject poverty.— 
full of noisy rant and rhapsodical brag- 
Kdocio grace (?) the pages of Xfie so-called 

nveiled Isis, in sustentatlon of itp fair 
author's puerile lucubrations. And such 
is this vaunted to-alchemico-astrolog-.
IcoMiernieticq-m caballstico-Buddhist-

ilementarlo-e

h
moral light which if followed, would only 
divert us from nature's great effulgence. 
All such leaders, at best, would only be like 
the moon-that reflects the borrowed light of 
nature, while nature Is as accessible to us 
as to them.

Paterson. N<J,-------------------------------
Notes En Route.

üw-elementaTio - eltfmentalo-astralo-abraca- 
Imbrano-voudoolcoAubmundaiio-Theosophy.

Shall -SpteUttttHsml ally itself with such 
theories and such teachers? Has it not-al- 
Ttvidy within its folds enough crudities, 
personal idiosyncracies,credulities and fan
aticisms, without the addition of this most 
absurd of all absurdities, this most credul
ous of all creduHtiesx’tnls crudest of all 
crudities,—Occultism ? Jx-t credulous TUe- 
osophs commune with their elementarles 
(deoased human intelligences even lower 
than the Dlakka) and with their elementáis 
(non-human sprites and imps); but we Spir
itualists prefer to hold converse, witli the 
spirits of our brothers and sisters, our par
ents and friends, the “ sainted deadH of 
earth. Spiritualism wants none of their 
magical fumigations, their nonsensical in
cantation, their thaumaturgic jargon, thoir 
Rosicrucian mummery, their^'Kabalistlc 
charivari ! Spiritualism has no need of. 
Thibetiau lamssanr or Sclavonic High 
Priestess: She lias her leetdre halls, her st
ance rooms, and liest, of all, her free, un
trammeled literature, her press, her books, 
her papers, periodicals, pamphlets, tracts; 
and therein Iles her power for usefulness 
andgood. I Ait thtf$plntuall8te sustain them 
nobly, its lecturers. Its mediums, its teach
ers, its authors. Its, papers, its periodicals, 
its literature; and, as iiNhe past, its mis
sion will be ever onward and upward, con
quering and to conquer!

Asoné among Die many Spiritualists of 
America; as one who has not (Olcott-llko) 
disclaimed the name of Spiritualist, but 
who, on all occasions, is proud to be hailed 
as such; as one deeply interestaHn the ad
vancement of Pure Spiritualism, uñmixed 
with the follies and fanaticisms of specula
tive visionaries and ambitious would-be 
leaders,—I protest:—

*. Againstrthe establishment of a leader
ship in Spiritualism. *

2. .Against Spiritualism being committed 
to the acceptance,’ in any manner, of inutile 
Theosophical vagaries.*

8. Against Madame II. P. Blavatsky being 
deemod an exponent of American Spiritual
ism. \ • . .

4. Against her henchman and dragoman, 
Col. H. S. Olcott, being regarded as q spokes
man for rationpl American Spiritualism, or 

-his being considered as, in the slightest do- 
Sree, a representative of, or a leader in. 

meriqan Spiritualism.
Izet/he American Spiritualists speak in 

nSTmcertain tones upon these vltally-im- 
ent points; so that, for once and for all 

they mav be effectually, definitely set
tled, beyond all chance of being misunder
stood. . - * • fN

Fort Leavenworth. KaA.

Leiter From Warren Sunineif^rlow.

vatskyl 
■«¡»■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■I 
teenths’entury mystogogues in 1875, pi 
tended to explain to.the Spiritualists and

spiritual phenomena« iu>d in what the Occul
tism of the agps real!/ constats; but in 1877. 
they both acknowledge that In 1875 they

Brother Bundy:—Your admirable edi- 
toriabon the subject of "A Leadership in 
Spiritualism." I read with more than com
mon interest To select a leader, even from 
the highest intellect, to.direct us in the yet 
undeveloped, grandeur of spiritual philoso
phy, would but shackle and dwarf its vigor
ous growth. * *

Immutable law as manifested through 
nature, is our leader—our great source of 
light. No man’can monopolize nature, nor 
fathom her purposes, and if allowed to di
vert us from the great source of light, would 
be but a dark lantern, or; “the blind leading 
the bljnd.” The creeds have had enough of 
this, and we'ought to know better than to 
follow in their dark, circuit, or txTallow any 
one to Btep between us and the greut foun
tain of light, to cast tbelr shadow in our 
pathway and produce a moral eclipse. All 
who accept such a leader must soon-lose all 
vitality and shrivol to moral dwarfs and 
mental Imbeciles.

Even If a man could be fouqd to truly re
flect the light of nature, (which is an impos
sibility) he could but occupy the same rela
tion to man, that the moon does to the earth. 
-We want no opaque bodies like the cold, 
pale moon to express for us such dim reflec- 
Uons of nature's lighUbut prefer to take it 

take the sunlight which car- 
pete the earth with green, and enriches our 
fields with harvests. TrutL the moon isgood 
in its place, and through its borrowed light 
we have learned much of nature. We de
sire to gather all the light wo can from 
whatoversouroe.it maybe obtained: even 
the glow-worm is not to be despised; though 
it crawls upon the ground, it may have 
guided many a bewildered traveler In safe
ty in the absence'ofa better light-But be
cause the moon extinguishes the light of 
tba How-worm,, we are by no means satis
fied with the light of (he moon when com
pared with the nun. Neither can we be 
satisfied with any <uman standard as a

BY CAPT. IL.IL BROWN.

My first stopping place after leaving Chi
cago was Dixon, III. Here 1 had the Uni
versal iat church for six lectures, and they 
were Well attended,/md a degree of inter
est awakened that surprised my friends. 
The leading members of this church I 
found to be Spiritualists, and they support 
this organization, having a very liberal 
minister, Rev. Mr. Case, b?cauBe4ie is the 
only one offering them any food. While I 
would not complain or judge them. I do 
still wish the IHteral element would come 
completely out from, all creedal lines, and 
names, and form organizat'ons upon, the 
baste of free thought Mav be the time Is 
not yet ripe aiyl wo are impatient. •

Mr. Morrill and Mr. E. C. Spiller are ear-’ 
nest worktfs, and the success of our meet
ings-are greatly due to them.

Why is it that tties# is not jit present a 
single one of our publid lecturers traveling 
in Illinois? Along thb line of the C. A N. 
W. It. R. there is work for them if they 
know how to arouse the lukewarm. Ro
chelle, Sterling, Rock Island, Morrison and 
Fulton could be worked np if the right.per
son went in. It is lamentable to’see our cause 
langulshing-so for want of a little sacrifice 
on the part of local friends, and the ready 
self-denial of some of our workers. Were 
I npt, by a mighty power, borne southward 
to sow seed In newer fields, I could have 
found work all winter in Illinois. Will not 
somp experienced worker in pioneering, and 
one of acknowledged ability, take this field 
for his or her work?

At Vermont^ Ill.. I found, as I well knew 
I should, a warm welcome. The Splrltual- 

Jste are here • strong and influential. A 
large Quaker element has received the 
“new gospel," and are proclaiming It to the 
world. I gave six lectures to large and at
tentive audiences, despite the holidays and 
the mud.

The post master, Mr. II. 8. Thomas, is a 
ready friend to the cause. Mr. J. H. Mer- 
shon, banker, merchant, and farmer, owns 
a fine hall, the use of »which is given for all 
literal lectures, and ho is liberal also with 
his hospitality and purse.

Meetings are regularly held on Sundays, 
a resident medium. Mrs. R. A. C‘ox, speak
ing for them acceptably, and to good audi
ences. A lyceil in is greatly needed, and 
with a musical conductor, one would bp 
soon kiaugurated. I hope friends will put 
forth efforts to organize, for they have de
stroyed the church Influence, and owe it to 
the young that they open a place of educa
tion for them.

Mrs. 8. J. Colliday is also a line medium.
I heard her give sevoral good tests .

Upon a bed of sickness, cheerfully wait
ing for the "flower encircled portal of 
Death" to open to her, we found a woman 
of over seventy years, who had for over 
twenty of those years been a medium. Her 
name, save that all called her“Aunf Abby, 
has escaped me. But she will always be a 
sacred memory.to me. Every day would I 
find her ch^eriul, “ready to go or ready to 
stay," she would say.

Iler Interior vision was opened, aud she 
felt alreaSy at home with the invisible 
ones. Tharad’ance of heaven, as It shone 
over that bed, made it to me like tlio opening 
of the veil that weds the beyond and the hero 
into one, and I felt “Nearer Home," as I 
clasped her hand. Whetherdeath. who was 
coming to her on golden wing and velvet 
feet, Ims*  yet left this shore with her or not, 
I cannot tell, but there was no need of his 
beautiful presence to turn the mortal to an 
angel, for the angel was already there, and 
Aunt Abby*  has a saint's place in my mem-

.ingels "can make a dying bed 
Soft as .downy pillows are,"

And pain and sorrow fly the nlaoe 
Where'er they $oine with loving care.

However Unfortunate mediumship may 
be for this llfo. It blesses wbei^ve are on 
beds of sickness, and when in "the life 
within the veil” we take account of BtocU, 
we will all say.“It pays."

Dr. A. A. Howard, a clairvoyaut and 
psychometrist, is also a graduate of some 
of the newer schools or medicine, and is 
having a fine practice.’ Mrs. Howard Is a 
fine medium and speaker, and, though for 
months lingering on the verge of transi
tion, is now rallying, and will still work as 
an Instrument Tor higher powers. Many- 
other mediums are being developed at their 
circles.

A circuit should be formed, taking in 
Vermont, Canton. Bushnell, Rushville, and 
may be a few other towns, and a speaker 
kept among them. There are liberals 
enough here to do this if there oould be 
united action.

AfBushnell 1 spoke six times in the 
Christian church and twice in the hall, to 
large crowds. A deep interest,is awakened 
there. The Spiritualists are few. * The 
liberal element many. So great was the 
interest in the liberal cause that the Rev
erends saw danger, and one proposed to an
swer mo “at some future time,"*and  In

Mr. aud Mrs. Travis have kept the fires of, 
our philosophy burning in Bushnell, Mrs. S. 
Wing. Is a good medium and healer., Hon. 
E. E. Chesney, one of the most prominent 
lawyers, teas chairman of my meetings. He 
is art outspoken adherent, being convinced.*  
by*the  presence of his spirit wife at Motts'.x 
'Mr. O. W. Vapdervere is also a medium, 

and a public healer of good reputation.
At Kirksville, Mo.. I found warm friends, 

and had good audiences considering the con
dition of the roads aud the pressure of the 
times, which are harder in North Missouri 
than any section I have previously struck. 
The churches were saving' holiday revival 
meetings all the while I was there.

Mr. Vandercook’s singing has been high
ly appreciated here, as also all along , the 
roiftK and I predict that-when experience 
has ripened him and developed his.powers, 
he will be, as a friend publicly styled him, 
our "Sankey of free thought," indeed.

Mr. E. B. Brewington. Dr. Ewel, and Mr. 
Miller, with others, did everything possible 
to make our meetings a success, and on our 
last evening we were uitanlmously invited 
to return, and "spread',’ ourselves over 
much larger audiences. •

I am under obligations to the Kirksville 
Journal, Bushnell. Elevator and Vermont 
Chronicle, for favors and kindly notices. 
The prestf seems more ready than over to 
encourage free—thought. It may interest 
the friends if I close these notes with a 
few statistics of my work. From Jan. 1st, 
’77 to Jan. 1st, *78,  I spoke 215 times taau^ 
diences varying from lrt (at Holly, Mich., in 
a snow storm) to 3,500. Average, 160.*  To
tal, 33,470. Miles traveled during the year, 
near 0,000. May this year be as full of ef
fort.

St. Louis, Mo.

Minnesota Doctor^ want-a Law.

A bill, to regulate the practice of medi
cine has been introduced Into the Legisla
ture of Minnesota, which if the people of 
that State do not want placed upon the stat 
uto books, they must at once bestir them
selves atid circulate petitions against its 
enactment and have them presented before 
itliecomes a law.

A very timely letter on this subject has 
been published In the Davenport (IaJ (Josette 
from Dr. J. C. Batdorf, an educated Allo
pathic physician, which he opposes the 
proposed legislaron for the following rea
sons :

1st This mov 
with the people, t 
protection, thereh 
they do not Vfcmt-it, and to thrust it upo: 
them would tie, to say the' least, altogetne 
gratuitous.

2nd. The regular.physician, who is wor
thy of patronage needs no protection against 
charlatanry; to ask for it is a confession of 
weakness and inability to cope successfully 
with men of reputed inferior attainments.*  
There is something so manifestly absurd 
and contradictory here as to Im) auparent to 
the most casual observer. MqfKver the 
regular profession cawnot claim entire ex
emption from quackery. A diploma Is not 
always a guárante« of skill and proficiency, 
nor does the absence of the parchment nec
essarily argue a want of ability.

3d. -V law regulating the practice of 
medicine, in the manner-*contemplated,  in
volves principles which aro not warranted 
by the genius of our republican government 

Let us see. The freedom-of choice in the 
exercise of religious convictions is guaran
teed to all by the supreme law of the State 
and the nation The freedom of choice in 
deciding who shall minister to us in tiinu-4 
sickness and death involves essentially the 
same principles, and isa right equally dear 
to every human heart To restrict that 
right and limit tntTchofce, is subversive of 
the principles of freedom, and incompatible 
with the sovereignty of the individual. It 
is aspectos ofchiss legislation In which the 
regular physfelan Is the chief beneficiary. 
It is virtually saying to the people, “you 
must be cured in the regr^r way or not at 
all.” “If regular physicians cannot cure you, 
others shall not.' Let it not be said, “such 
a ease is not likely, to arise." Within my 
personal knowledge such cases have-arisen, 
and I think they are Mkely to arise in the 
future. I refer to chronic diseases, I have 
seen cases of this kind which had) resist«*I  
tbe.treatment and baffled the skpi of the 
best regular physicians tlmt could be pro
cured, speedily aud permanently cured by 
the manipulations of magnetic healers with
out having given them a solitary dose of 
medicine. Many similar cases have been 
reported and vouched for byxjpen and wo
men uf_ unquestioned veracity. And it Is 
intended to so frame the law as to prohibit 
'rom-practicing all this class of healers who 
have not a diploma from some recogrflzed 
school of medicine.

A magnetic healer’s diploma is not given 
him by the schools. His healingpowers In
here in Jiis physical organization; it is na
ture’s endowment. Does it accord with the 
spirit of philanthrophy and true benevcK 
lence to deny the sick and suffering the t>o</n 
of health because, forsooth, it must come to 
them, if it como ift all, through avenuefe*  
other than thiwe furnished by the regular 
physican? IsUdKse. is it politic to deny

ent has not originated 
y have not asked for 

the presumption is 
in 
er
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orUlcnore the fact that obscure pnd ditlicult . 
diseases have been cured by the simple-ma- 
ilipuhitions of "the magnetic healer ? Yhat 
cures are being so performed is beyond the 
shadow of a doübt I atp not the special 
champion of the magnetic system oi healing 
but I am disposed to look facte squarely in 
the face and give them that candid consld- 
eration which their importance demands. 
* I am an Allopathic physician, having 
honorably won my degree at a first-clam 
medical college,-and. yield to no man the 
claim of superior devotion to, the true in- 
lereeto of the medical profession. But we 
are not perfect. The laws of health gnd dis
ease are not fully.understood. The arcana 
of nature has many truths in her secret 
chambers with widen to reward the patient 
investigator. Progression is the order of 
the universe.

Theories and systems regarded as true- 
yesterdgy, ate rejected as'erroneous to-dav; 
and it isra'.r to presume that those in vogu(L- 
to-day will In turn give place to broader 
views to-morrow. How utterly vain, there
fore, .the effort to suppress the truth and 
stay the onward marc!» of events by un-, 
friendly legislation.

It has been remarked that “healing the 
sick by rubbing Is exceedingly unscientific." 
That is just what cannot be proven. I think 
it will be conceded that science accords with 
facts and as has been shown, the fncts sup
port the rubbing.

And how about Homeopathic, Eclectic, 
Botanic and Hydropathic systems of medi
cine? Are these each and all to be pro
hibited by law, or are they included in ^lie 
term "regular profession," to be fostered and 
protected by law?. These are important 
questions, as each of thèse systems are prac; 
llced and have a larger or smaller following 
in the State. • • . • •

In any event I believe it is clearly the 
right of each individual to choose for him
self. and not the prerogative of the Stat« to 
interfere with or hinder t-be choice. And I 
most sincerely hope the enlightened jddg- • 
ment of the legislature will so decide.*,  .
.Tho’(?o2ette adds:
''in what is- Bald, particularly, in relation 

tonon-professional andlextraordlnary meth- 
odB.of healing, very many intelligent and 
candid observers must heartily concur. For 
ourselvés, wo are free to admit, as we must 
do if we would be honest in the premises, 
that there have been many well authenti
cated instances of cure of disease by men 
who have never studied medicine, and who 
use no*drugs  and prescr no remedies, but 
exercise their natural abilities as "magnetic 
healers." Tis fashionable with the profess
ional schools tod ese men as “hum
bugs." Doubt! there are such among 
their number. Once we were as free'as any' 
to characterize al! of them as such. We 
know that some of them are not humbugs, 
but are really helpful to Buffering humanity 
in the removal and cure of disease. There
fore, while in favor of some regulation of 
medical practice by law, we are opposed to ■ 
such législation relating thereto as will pro
hibit or hinder free recourse by the people 
to any "healer" alluded to.
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nablo -teachings as have been given Jrom 
this pulpit the past week tend directly*  to 
produce cases like thte,” or words to same 
effect. He then pictured tlie torments of 
hell for the seducers (where wiuj Jesus 
then?) so vividly that his audienedcheered’ 
him.

I took occasion to characterize his state
ments as false, and this led to some corres
pondence in regard to A debate upon the 
question, but my friends, and also members 
of the Reverend’s own church^dfd not in 
the fl ret place think him worthy of notice, 
and in the next place they all telt that for 
sake of friends of the unfortunate, in 
whose behalf the Rdverend had spokqn, and 
for the good of the community, ft wks bet
ter to let him wal-'ow in the mire into 
which he had voluntarily plunged. B 
his usefulness is forever gone tn Bushne 
and he might as well take his carpet- 
and travel, for decent people have the 
use for him.

We met here Rjjy. Mr. 8chimerhon, of 
Beardstown, former editor of- the Free 
TMnJctn' Magazine, 8t. Louis, 
the greatest fund 'or i
binea that-'I ever met 
full of as heavy blows at 
as Ingersoll can give, 
anywhere on liberal 
is no Spiritualist, is ne 
With us in our hu

I tu,-» *« —« mÍmJuIlSMui> r!L i-a
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