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o to Apnl fourth of onr’ calandm', whu,h day»tlﬁ’s year or;curred ‘on

abbath, every man, womain, and child iz the Chinese quarter seened |
ybe excited about something. Great numbers of hacks and baggage-
fons were, standing at their doon;, and all day Iong there were streamg

35 Im!; was the cause of that extraordmary encxtcmeut" That was: T«nnq
fing, the pure and resplendent festival, It was the day on which the
doors of the tombs and the gates of Hades were throivn open, and all the
#pirits were set at hberty, and granted an entive month's holiday; thereo
al irisurviving relatives, friends, and neighbors hastened’ to mect .
m on thelr coming forth, with wnwratu}.tlwns, with i‘mshn y and pxes.
1S, and gayety. .
One handred and fwenty-six hogs had previously been selwted qt, the
bntehers for the occusion; these” were baled whole in their large ovens,
aving been previously prepared by boning and spicing. Thé chickens,-
mks, and fish mude xeady for the duy were in mueh greatex numbers,
« with an uanlimited amount of pastry, fruit, and wine.
= A visit to the Chingse burying-ground on the following day would gne
one some idea of what had heen done’by the worshipers at the. tombs on
fuaday. Before the. vault in whick some of their dead ave deposited, and
ail around amongst the &raves, were piles of ashes, where had bees burned
“-the paper mouney; half-burned candles and stumps. of incense stieks stiynd-

ing everywhere, showed what an amhount of money must haye been ("spendcd )

t these articles; beaps of boiled rice lay here and theres for it seems that
& o.ove abundant meal was provided than the spints were able to consume.

wh company 6f worshipers had spread out their provisions before the

graves of their own dead, had poured out libations of wine wpon the
_zround, had rép'ai‘fed the tombs, and had prosirated thomselvesiund boiv ed
‘the various attitudes of worship hefore the graves, and bad said somne
form- of prayer. Before leaving the place they had scattered T)!g;dd(ﬂbt
pany handfuls of rice, and sprmkled wine upon the ground around them
hich might be appropriated by any forlorn spirits who had no Irmnds oF

S idodeed to meet and feast them.

- The Chinese spirits at Lone Monutain appem 1o he as vhnmshnsare '

their surviving relatives in the city; for the dmd of the different c‘omp&mc
separate enelosures. .
@ poor women, the courtesans, while thelr bodies are burfed ainon ss&t
eaple of whese distriet they were natives, yet there is aseparate telilet |

and a rude altar creeted to their memor p; which tablet and alar wrdens:

oged with a wall; and here alse were the evidences that expensive aaum
ﬁ(*es had been oﬁued to feast the spirits of these unfortunates.

~This worship at the tombs is designed to be not only for the beneﬁt of.
ﬂwse who have recently deceased, but for the whole of- ancestors, ;:e:mhmg
hack to the very beginnin g even to the original parents of the family,

“The sacrifices and prayers ave offered -md the worship rendered to the

entire line of ancestors iy the oue ceremony. Written ‘prayers are, some-

times laid upon the tomb,.and lefi there 4l the epirits mmay have sufficient .,
time to consider them, or antil the winds toar tlwm to fragments, - 'Weadd -
Tieve” # specimen gf such prayers: ©1 , (say, 1, Wong “Ah
y Chlnf’} in hehz s family, (or t.hw company -of Individuals) /with . sin:

-eerity of pur o:c, present these hogs and sheep and fowls and the five |
“eovked sacrifieds, together with fruit, candles, incense, aid money mth*ﬁ:c -

spreseribed ccremonies; and we presume to announee that “and -
and (mentioning the names of the several. worxlup(-x's) are NOW be-
fore, tlx) Lomb and are saying thus: * Ages following i thelr order, aflow:
Cing sll‘rdln of yeirs, it has come so quickiy to the scwnd month of this

. ‘pr('wnt spring; following down far from the origin, (from tlic head of ‘the

ancestral line) yet not so far as to obliterate our memory of onr wivveslors)

ith exeveding urcumspcctlou we take now the offerings wnd pl(ﬁtnh\ .
our annual sacrifices, praying and expecting that iHustricus blessings will_
§o b confesred upon us your posterity, Our ancestors lm\uwul 1él"t,he'm

- mow desecuduand aceept these offerings "

The worship being ended, and the tombs having heen wp.uwﬁ the hm‘—~ ,

o baeued hog and other. provi ?9;)3 are gathered up, and the purty veturns

ko tospend the remainder’of the day in'feasting upon. that portion .of
the meats Which the spmts have been unable to dcvour, and not anlikely
some portions of the ¢ golden pig” may find their way back-to Qe bme -
o' shop aguin, to be “sold in the shambles” =« =0 o

“The belief that the disembodied spirit needs such attcntions from sur- -
vivors Jéads the Chinaman to. make provision,.should he die away from |
home, that bis remains-ma3-be conveyed back to his native village, whew ‘1 :

ndlcd to remote generations may v isit the restmmplacc of his aghes,’ and
minister- to the wants of the spirit, which it is hoped may be ealled homc

s the cercmonics qppmnted for this purpose, And w Inch m’e cmplu}ed in,
the vase of those who die abroad.. *

In theirnative country nlso is thé ancestral tcmple, in whieli ar e dcposxied

jhe ‘ancestral tablets of the family, of the clan, and which is thrown apen.

for ﬁ,.lsting or woxslnp, or the'ttm al pcrfnrnmnccs, at’ cmt;ﬂn §

pp sed to be geatifying to the spirits, 'md will pmpxtl rte uxcxr f.n’on
The waiit of ancestral teinples in California is, o 1 cerlal
plicd by « provision which is made by. the scverul ‘vompanies
Ui Iwns, or compamy houses, a room 1s dwoted to the de

before the consbantly mcreasmp; mortum*y record an alt
3bove the altar a lamp is suspended, Lhe hght of which mus
- Here relatives and fellow.villagers e

1o aﬁ‘emngs to the souls of those who

hem to devxsc méftaures tg '
ts, but’ sc_lfi terest a]so becn 1
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